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THE NEW YEAR. YOUTH'S RECORD.

“0ld” and ‘“New?’ are fickle adjectives. The new paper issued from this office for our

They mean, now better, now worse, now neither,
or cither. Chameleon-like they color with that
to which they cling. OlQ wine is * better 2”
Old hread 2—not always. Timeis neither ¢ Old
nor “New.” To *Year they mean but the
beginning and end of another lap in the endless
race.

The ‘‘ New,?? if new there be, must be in those
who live the ‘“ New Year’? ; zew hopes, new aims,
new cfforts, new life. But even here, of many a
life ** the old is better,?’ the new being but a
faster stride in the wrong road. What shall our
“New Year ” be ? A kind Providence has spar-
ed us to see its beginning. What use shall we
make of it ?

A few days since, going through a book-making
establisbment, I saw in preparation for tbe Bank
of Moutreal, great account books, half a foot
thick, and long and broad to match. Their books
for 1898 are done; some pages filled, some
partly filled, but all finished, and stowed away,
for review if need be.

QOur account books for 1898 are closed. Some of
the pages have little, somegnore. They are laid
aside until *‘ the books are opened.”

A new book is given us to fill. With many the
pagesare ruled for great opportunities; with some
for less. But whether greater or less, with us aa

with the banking books, what is needed is faith-.

fulness to our trust.

Let 1899, the last year of the century, or as
much of it as we may see, be s0 lived as to receive
the Mastor’s *“ well done.””

young people. Notice was given of it in last
REecorp. Samples have been sent to all the
names on the address books of the Children’s
Record and S, S. Helps for 1898. Samples will
gladly be sent to any who write for them.

It is not intended in any way to take the place
of the Children’s Record, but for an older class of
our young people. -

It hos o three-fold aim: (1) To give good
reading matter, such as may be found in foreign
papers that come so plentifully ; (2) To help cul-
tivate in our young people, & spirit of patriotism,
lovefor our own country, which foreign papers
cannot do (they often do the opposite); (3) To
give to our young people some knowledge of our
Church work, which no other papers for the
young people, whether Canadian or Foreign, will
do.

While, therefore, other papers may be good in
their place, the REcorps, Children’s and Youth's,
ghould have the first place for our young people.
After them, others as may be desired.

Special Notice.

All orders and payments for any of the three
Records, to be sent DIRECT to this office, but no
orders for any other publication should come here.

All payments for'S. S. Helps for the past year,
1898, to besent to this office.

All orders and payments fox S. S. Helps for 1899,
also for Topic Cards and BooZklets, but not for any
of the Records, to be sent to Rev. R. D Fraser, 592
Markham st., Toronto.
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Our Home TWoth.

Providing for children fills a largoe place in the
world’s thought and work. Tt takes shape in
various ways, in giving them a trade, in fitting
them by education for their work in life, in start-
ing them in business, perhaps in laying up wenlth
for them. In one way oranother most parents
gseek to do the best they can for those coming
after thom. And this is well. ‘If any provido
not: for his own, and specially for those of his ovn
house, he hath denied tho faith and is worse than
an infidel.”?

But one way, oncof the best ways, of daing
this, is often losb sight of, viz., that of providing
a good country for them to live in. It is well to
provide them, if we can, with a farm, with an
education, with a start in business, but whabd
are all these if they have not a good country to
live in, & country that has the peaceand safety
and prosperity that can only be found in a land
leavened with righteousness, .

One way, without which such an end cannot be
attained, is by having the Gospel, with its great,
grand, truths, regularly preached in every corner
of our land, that men be thus constantly re-
minded of the claims of God upon them, that
they have regularly uplifted before them the
loftiest and noblest ideals of life, such asthe
Word of God alone can supply, that the chief end
of man, a saved, redeemed, life, a Christianlife, be
made as far as possible the aim of men. Toaccom-
plish this grand work is the purpose of what is
called “Qur Home Work’’ asa Church, more
especially the four great schemes, Colleges,
Home Missions, Augmentation, and French
Evangelization. Along all these lines we help in
making the bess possible provision for children, a
good country for them to live in.

There is special urgency along these lines at the
present time. Our land is fast filling with a
strange new population in the far West. The
only thing that will keep our land pure, and
make it what we would like our children to bave
as their home and heritage, is the Gospel.

We may leave our children property and it may
not he a blessing o them, or they may lose it, but
effort expended in leaving them a better country
will never fail to accomplish something towards
the desired end, and in some rieasure will ulways
be productiye to them of good.

Love of kindred and love of country as we'’ as
compassion for the strangers coming to our land
should lead to the most earnest efforts in the
different departments of ‘‘Our Home Work.

-
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TROM SIR WILLIAM DAWSON.

“ Sincerely yours. {though with little power to
think or write),” is the touching close of a note
received a fow days sinco from Sir Wilham Daw-
son.

Bub the note itsclf showed the old-time interest
and kevn perception of duty that hus done so
much for cducation and religion in Canada, Its
opening words are the very practical ones:—* 1
beg to encluse my cheyue for my subseription to
the New Hebrides Mission.”?

Sir William is the only survivor of the Foreign
Mitsion Committeo that had to do with the begin-
ning of our Foreign work, when Rev. John

Geddie went forth half . century ago. He was

one of Geddie’s most intimate friends and com-
panions in boyhood and youth, and a life-long
supporter of the work in the New Hebrides.

But his interest is not merely & memory, link-
ed with the long ago, but a keen and living in-
terest, in advance of most, as to cur duty in
grasping the new opp wtunities that come. Con-
tinuing he writes :—

¢‘I notice that Rev. Dr. Robertson, of Mani-
toba, has had sume communication witl the
Galicians settled in the North-West, as to inis-
sionaries. If correct, IThope this will be followed
up. Surely, if God sends these foreign people
here, it is a call from Him, greater than that,
even, of the heathen world. Why should you not
take up this in the Recorp? I am sure
Christian people will sympathize in the mat-
ter.

The Doukobors, other foreigners who are also
coming, I presume are Evangelized Christians
already ; but they deserve attention, and should
have ab least Christian teachers for the
young.

All these people, in any case, should learn
English, and surely better that of Christiun peo-
ple, than of the profaner element they may meet
with in the West.” ,

In the foremost ranks of Canada’s leadersin
knowledge for the lasb half century, from his
earliest Superintendgney of Education in Nova
Scotia, to his recent retirement from forty years
principalship of MeGill University, Montreal, Sir
William has ever placed religious knowledge in
the forefront. Inhis fertile brain originated the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, And now his
uppermost. thought, as it should be ours, for the
inflowing immigration, ishow it may be leavened
with Trnth. Patriotism and Christianity both
call us to this work,

AL .o o
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YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR WORK.
BY REV. R. 8. BETH, WINNIPEG.

The importance of the work amongst the young
people in all our congregations cannot be too
strongly emphasized. This is emphatically the
age of the young people, and woe be to the Church
that is forgetful of the fact.

Sume think they are too aggressive, but he who
thus thinke mistakes the spirit of his own times.
* Old men for counsel and young men for war "
is not a foolish saying ; and while we give the
palm for ripened wisdom: and experience to those
whose heads are white with the unmelting snows,
we recognize the fact that a peculiarly strenuous
age affords special opportunities to theyoung.

If we count time by heart-throbs, sather than
by figures on a dial, he whoseheart is throbbing
in keeping with the tremendous movements of to-
day, may have as much packed into hislife ab
twenty-five, as came upon his grandsire at three
score.

The Church ought to recognize this fact, and
avail itself to the full of the splendid power that
can doso much for the Church and State if rightly
utilized ; and they may do such incalculable
damage to both if it is neglected.

That the Church has been divinely guided in
this matter is evident to all those who study the
Spiritual movements of the last quarter century.
During that time the Young People’s Socicty of
Christian Endeavor has had itsinception and mar-
vellous growth, till to-day it girdles theearth with
& new zone of power, as nearly three millions of
the best blood and brain in all countries have
banded together to win the world for Christ. It
may he safely said that tried by the test of Gama-
liel, the wisest lawyer of the old Jewish court,
this young people’s movement isof God and not of
man.

It is probable that the Christian Endeavor
movemert will not maintain all the extraordinary
manifestations of enthusiasm which characterized
it during the earlier years of its history. Itisas
well that it should be so. The emotional isan
important part of our nature but it is not all of it,
and it is good to know that the Young Peoples
Societies ave recognizing the fact of being able to
do solid work without highly-wroughtconventions,
and even without sunrise prayer-meetings at hours
when “ sleep that knits up the ravelled sleeve of
2are” might be much niore helpfnl and more con-
duoive to conditions for fruitful energy.

It is well to understand that the religion of
Churist is at its best when it dares a climax of the
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commonplace and shows how those who at times
have soared as eagles, or have run with the first
outburst of & new life, may also walk the tread-
mill round of duty and not faint.

As evidencing the degree in which the Young
People’s movement is recognized by competent
authority as a permanency in our church life, it is
interesting to notice that during the past year the
British Weckly, one of the leading jourunls of social
snd Christian progress over the sea has given every
week special columns of its valuable space to the
work. For these columns such writers as I’rof.
Marcus Dods, Dr. John Watson, Campbeil of
Rrighton, and other noted men, have been secured
as regular contributors on the topics. Our own
church papers in Canada aré giving special atten-
tion to the same subject.

In our Church Record, a regular department is
alloted for articles from leading writers month by
month on the Young People’s Topics.

In this connection it i3 thought wise to call
attention again to the special Topic card prepared
by the General Assembly’s Committee on: the sub-
jeet of ‘ our own Church, its doctrine, polity, his-
tory, and work.?” This is in harmony with the
genius of Christian Endeavor, which was never
intended to be an undenominational society but
was designed to knit the young people closer to
their own particular church.

The Topic card includes a special study of the
Shorter Catechism which all of us who have tried
it consider one of the most interesting and
helpful exercises of the meeting. The various
schemes of the Church are studied in all their
hearings, and the lives of missionaries and other
great leaders in the work are followed with much
in%erest and profit.

On the card for the coming year, in addition
to the points already noticed, the Hymnology of
the Chureh, with the lives of some of the great
hymn writers, finds a place. Thisalsoisan impor-
tant matter, since music is a child of religion, and
every great revival of religion since the days of
Hezekiah has been accompanied by a revival of
music and the production of some of the greab
hymns of the Church.

One fails somctimes to understand why some
good people cannot see how that, out of the travail
of souls under convietion of sin, some of our
greatest hymus have been born, and that out of
the blessedness of ripe Christian experience words
aund music sprang into being that in some senses
could not be cxpected anywhere save on this side
of the cross of Chrisé. It is hoped that this Topic
Card will he very generally adopted throughout
our chuirch.
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STATE OF THE FUNDS, WEST.

BY REV. DR. WARDEN.

Toronto, Dec. 14, 1898,

As the Jannary RECORD is issued about the timo
when most of the congregations of the Church
allocate the missionary money collected during
year, I think it well to remiud ministers, sessions,
and missionary committees, of the amounts re-
quired for the respective Schemes for the current
ecolesinstical year, and at the same time to give &
few facts regarding the seversal Schemes,

Estimate for
the year.

Home MissSion. ceree corostesstracicancanes .$ 82,000 00
Augmentation .cceeceseeanernc. ceesarrsnenas 28,000 00
Foreign MissSion..iccessessssesassrans eweeeses 85,100 00
French Evangelization ........ cnerseneans 25,000 00
Pointe-aux-Trembles ... cocceneennns 10,000 00
Knox College.eeecssecscssaerasecasasianinne 12,000 00
Queen’s College........ ceeteeeestirnesnaanene 4,000 00
s deficiteeresercereies ceeenne 9,000 00
Montreal College ...oooerreeereresronianas . 5,000 00
Manitoba College..uwmsssssssesssccicaess 5,000 00
Widows' and Orphans’....eeeeeeceeess 10,000 00
Aged and Infirm Ministers’....... eeees 17,000 00
Assembly .eeeseeees 6,000 00
Totaleeeeererecersssansrananeass senens $278,100 00

The congregations in both Eastern and Western
Sections of the Church contribute for French
Evangelization and the Assembly Fund. The
congregations in the Western Section alone con-
tribute for the other schemes, with the exception
of Manitoba College, the amount for which is
drawn from Ontario, Quebec,and the Maritime
Provinces.

The Church year now ends on the 81st of March.
The chanye from April to March was only made a
year ago, so that in drawing comparsions between
veceipts and expenditures at this date and the
corresponding date of 1&97, it ought to be borne in
mind that the current year hegan a mouth earlier,
and thus the receipts and expenditure to date are
for one month more than at the corresponding
period last year.

Home Missions:—The receipts to this date
are $1.850 less than ab the corresponding date
lest y «, while the expenditure is 5,130 more.
Not only is the full amount of the estimate likely
to be needed, but owing to diminished receipts
from Britain, and from legacies, a correspond-
ingly larger amount will this year be required
from the congregations of the Church.
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AUGMENTATION (—While the receipts to date
are nbout $1,000 in excess of those of last year,
the expenditure is also in excess to the same
amount. A large number of congregations inthe
Northwest desire to he added to the list in the
spring, aud [ is hoped that the state of the
Fund will justify the Committee in accepting
these.

FareleN MIssioNs :~The receipts are $3,000
more than last year, but the expenditure to date
i8 $6,700 in excess of the corresponding period &
year ago. With a large number of men offering
their services for the Foreign Field, grently increas-
ed contributions will be necessary if the Com-
mittee are to secure the services of these applicants.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION :(—The receipts at
date are nearly $3,000 in excess of last year. The
expenditure, also, is about $650 greater than last
year. For Pt.-aux-Trembles schools, the receipts
are slightly in excess, but the expenditure is fully
$1,500 greater than last year. Only $1,500 have
thus far been received out of the $10,000 required
for the year.

Winows’ AND ORPHAN’S FUND:—The receipts
to this date from congregational sources and from
ministers’ rates are $300 less than at the corres-
pooding period last year, whereas the expendi.
ture has considerably increased because of the
death of several ministers whose widows and
children have been added to the list of annnitants.
It should be borne in mind that a considerable
numher of congregations do not contribute to
this Fund, but to the Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund in connection with the former Church of
Scotland in Canada, so that the constituency from
which revenue Is derived is somewhat limited.
There is no reasonable hope of the annuities being
continued on the present scale unless largely in-
creased contributions are received from congre-
gations.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND:—This
Fund began the year with a debt of $3,233.64
To this date $1,100 have been rcceived from con-
gregations, or, inclnding a grant from the Hymnal )
Committes, lessthan §1,900, whereas according to
the estimate, $17,000 are required, over and above
ministers’ rates and interest on investments.
Special attention is directed, to_ the needs of this
Fund,

Assempry Foxp:—The receipts to date aie
dlightly in” excess of those of last year, whercas
tL& expenatture is, thus far,“$700 greater.
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Corrrars:—The amount estimated for Mani-
toba College is the amount required from the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebee, and the Mari-
time Provinces. The constitueney for the other
Colleges is confined to the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec.

As the constitueacy wiicnce the different
schemes draw their support is now the samein
each case, the following table shows the number
of communicants in the counstituency of each
scheme, with the rate per communicant required,
according to the estimates for the current year :

Amount Commu- Av. rate

required uicants per com.
Home Mission.........$82,000 160,000  .52cts.
Augmentation......... 28,000 160,000 .18
Foreign Mission ...... 65,100 160,000 .41
French Evang...... . o
Pte-anx-’I‘rembles..} 35,000 200,000 .18
Widows’ &Orphans’.. 10,000 145,000 .07
A. & 1. Ministers’..... 17,000 160,000 A1
Assembly...... ore vorans 6,000 200,000 .03
Manitoba College..... 5,000 180,000 .03
Knox College

3,

Queen’s Col. 30,000 140,000 .22

¢ deficit
Montreal College
While the average rate per communicant is here
given, it is scarcely necessary to say that the
ability of mauy congregations is much greater
than that of others, so that while some may not
reach the average, very many will greatly exceed
it.

Moreover, it invariably happens thata large
number of congregations every year fail to con.
tribute to one or more of the Schemes. However
much this may be regretied, it is none the less
true, and therefore, if the required amount is got
for the several Schemes, the average per communi-
cant must be greatly exceeded by many congrega-
tions.

The total sum requirel this year for the various
schemes—Western Section—is $278,100. At this
date, although about nine months of the year
bhave passed, only $4G6,000 have been received,
leaving $232,000 to be got during the next three
months.

. o

A candle that won’t shine in one room is very
unlikely to shine in another. If you do notshine
ab home, if your father and mother, your sister
and brother, if the very cat and dog in the house
are not the better and happier for your being a
Christian, it is a question whether you really are
one.~—J. HUpsON TAYLORB.
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TWO WORTHY SCHEMES.

Dr. Warden writes the RECORD, of the Aged
Infirm Ministors’ Fund, West, as follows :—

“Inorder to meet the annuities of ministers,
West, $17,000 is this year asked from congrega-
tions. To this date, Dec. 12, only $1,89 have
beon received. In this amount is included $750
from the Hymnal Committee, so thatonly $1,109
have, thus far, been obtained from congrega-
tions. Already upwards of eight months of the
year have elapsed. The year began with a debt
of $3,233.64. The annnities are paid to minis-
ters half-yearly on the lst October and 1st April.
I6 looks just now as if there would be very little
on hand on the 1¢t of April next with which to
pay the half-yearly annuities then due.”

Of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, West, he
also writes :

““The receipts to date are $1,155. Of this
amount $375 were obtained from th Hymnal
Committee, so that only $780 have been received
from congregations of the Church. The rates
from ministers are this year already nearly
$1,500 less than at the corresponding period of
last year, so that the actual receipts from minis-
ters’ rates wore last year fully double the normal
amount. On the other hand, the number of an-
nuities has considerably increased of late, owing
to the death of several ministers. To enable the
Committee, West, to pay the annuities in full,
about $10,000 are this year required from congre-
gations, that is, fully fifty per cent. in excess of
the amount got last year.”

Concerning both Schemes, Dr. Warden writes :

‘¢ Last year, many congregations neglected to
contribute to oncor hoth of them. Itis earnest.
ly hoped that every minister and session will see
that their congregation this year contributes, so
that the full amount may be got, making unne-
cessary the reductionof already small annuities.

Many of the Ministers receiving benefit from
the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, and the
husbands of many of those who are annuitants of
the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, bore the burden
and heat of the day in the early settlement of
the country, when salaries were small, and when
it was difficult to get sufficient for present
wants, not to speak of saving for the future.

The claims of these two Funds will appeal
strongly to tho best of our people, and I have
every confidence that if the facts are made
known to them, and the opportunity given thus
to contribute, very many will gladly avail them-
selves of the privilege of doing s0.”?
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THE FRENCH PROTESTANT MOVEMENT.
BY REV. CALVIN E. AMAKON, D.D., MONTREAL.

Atno period in the history of our country has
the branch of Howme Missionary work known as
French Evangelization been of greater signifi-
cance and importance than at the present hour,

For those who believe that there is such a
thing as truth, and that the gulf which separates
error from truth is sufliciently wide to justify
them in making u choice, it cannot he a matter of
indifference whether individuals or nations are in-
fluenced and governed by Evangelical truth or
Romish error,

With such instances ns those offered the world
by the history of Spain, and of the colonies which
are providentially passing out of her hands, in-
telligent and thinking men would need bias their
judgment, or do violence to their convictions, to
rofuse to admit the lamentable failure of the
Church of Rome, in dispensing the blessings of
edueation and religion to these unfortunate coun-
tries.

What can be said of Spain, Cuba, and the
Philippines, is true of every country over which
the Roman Catholic church has had control.
French Canada forms no exception, as fucts
abundantly prove.

It is rather late in the history of the French
Protestant movement in Canada to write any-
thing in vindieation of it. The results with
which God has blessed the efforts of faithful mis-
sionaries of our church since the union of 1875,
have fully demonstrated the wisdom: of the
Church in undertaking the work so vigorously at
that time.

For the sake of brevity and clearness, I shall
endeavor to sum up what cau be said in a brief
paper, under two leading questions :

I. WHY WAS THE WORK BEGUN AT ALLY

In order to answer this first question satisfuc-
torily, it is necessary to recall a few historical
facts. We have meb in the past, and we meeb
to-day, a class of men who claim to be the besb
friends of the French Canadians. They possess
breadth of thought, true charity and liberality.
Their motto is : “Let us live at peace with our
fellow-citizens of French origin, and in ne wise
interferc with the condition of things which ex-
isted ab the time of the conquest.”

We do not hesitate to say, and in so doing we
voico the sentiments of the entire French Tro-
testant Church of Canada, and of thousands of
nominal Roman Catholics, that the DProtestants
who take this stand are considered to be the
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worst onemies of the French Crnadians and of
this entire Dominion. The French Canadians in
no way sppreciate such sympathy and tho country
is not grateful for it.

We ask all waodesire to judge fairly and right-
Iy the policy inangmated by o few far-sighted,
brave, and consistent, Christinns, somesixty years
a0, a policy which the Presbyterian Church has
deelared to be right, to take the trouble to study
anew the history of the British conquest. By
muking themselves familiar with the state of
thing= as they existed in New France when she
beeune a colony of the British Empive, they will
be in a better position to say whether the en-
tightened Christians who first undertook to give
the simple Gospel to the French of Canada, were
responding to the voice of God and fulfilling a
national duty. They will at once realize and ad-
mit that the people of Canada had been sadly
neglected educationally and religiously, and were
two centuries behind their Protestant conquerors.
Their evangelization was a God-inspired and im-
posed duty, which it was impossible for true
Christians to neglect,

Itis o well-known fact that New France was,
from the very inception of the zolony, taken
under the maternal caro of thie Church of Rome.
The Church was to have entire control. She
therefore, had the moulding and fashioning of
the Frenck Canadian nation. What the French
(anziians would be in the future, this religious
system would be responsibie for.

Bvery effort was put forth to exclude Protest-
ant influences.  After the revocation of the Edict
of . Nantes, the persccuted Huguenots naturally
turned their eyes to Canadu. The noble martyr
of 8t. Bartholomew’s day, Admiral Coligny, had
formed a great colonization plan, which, if car-
ried out, wonld have enriched Canada and made
it-a rival of the Puritan colony to the South,

Jub Rome would not allow the Huguenots to
scttle here; the little colony which had been
founded at I’ Acadie and was prosperous, was dis-
banded, and our spiritual ancestors, who would
have made Canada great, because they knew the
Gospel, were driven back across the sea by royal
edicts and priestly hate.

In 1759 England conquered Canada from
Franco. Here comes the question: Had she any
religious and cducational mission to the conquer-
ed people? The same question as can be asked
in conncction with the conquest of the Spanish
colonies by the United States. Shall the Pro-
testant churches of the United States leave the
inhabitants of theso unfortunate Islands in he
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condition of ignoranco, poverty, and degradation,
in which they aro, and which they owe to the
Church of Rome, which has failed to educate
them intellectually and morally ?

In order to answer the question in go far as it
rolates to French Canuda, we must inquire into
the condition of things at the time of the Bnglish
Conquest.

Was it discovered that this much vauated sys-
tem of secular and religious education had en-
lightened the mind, had raised the people above
the prejudices and superstitions peculiar to ignor-
ance? Was it found that the heart had been
made liberal and generous, and that this Roman
Catholic colony was foremost in Christian, bene-
volent, enterprises? Wl the French Roman
Catholics resembile. the people of the Colony of
New England, founded « » the Bible and its great
principles of liberty, alcut one hundred years
later, and who were educated, thrifty, and pros-
perous . Alas! we French Protestants wholament
over the past history of the country, know tvo
well that the reverse was the case.

Ninety per cent. of the people could not so
much as read and write when the first attempts
at giving them the Gospel were made. The
superstition and fanaticism were simply inered-
ible. The priest was looked upon as a demi-god
and misused his power. The missionary was call-
ed an emissary of the devil, with cloven feet, fol-
lowed by the loup-garon, bringing plagues and
calamities everywhere he went. o was insulted.
mobbed, beaten, and many a time shed his biood
for the sake of the Gospel. He persevered be-
cause he loved souls held in such darkness, and be-
cause he had faith in the Gospel to convert
them.

Such was the condition of the people of New
France at the conquest, and notwithstanding this
sad state of things, almost a century elapsed be-
fore any interest was taken in the spivitual and
moral emancipation of the down-trodden race,
which groaned in the chains of Romanism,

1f the Protestants of Britain and of Canada are
to be blamed, it is for having delayed so long to
break in upon this medireval darkness, for not
having given the Gospel sooner to those slaves to
the Romish system.

What have been the results of this neglect?
Those which Roman Catholic ascendancy has
produced the wide world over, not only in Spain
and her colonies, but in Ireland, Isaly, and the
Sout” American Republics. .

New France, this wonderful country, founded
on circumstances most favorable to her rapid
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growth, aided by - *ney from the French Cours,
settled by o cuperior eiass of colonists ; New
# v rvich and productivo soil, its
magniticenu civers and wator powers, its vast
lakes, its mineral resources, its rich forests; New
Franee under Roman Catholic teaching and con-
trol, hag, comparatively spesking, remained ata
standatill,

In view of facts liko these, which could bo cn-
larged upon, it is scarcely necessary to ask the
question : Why was the work of French evangel-
ization begun by the God-fearing men who put
their hand to it half a century ago. The ques-
tion is fully answered.

[ IS Y 9 .

II. WHY SHOULD 1T NOW BE CONTINUED?

A second question arises, of greater importance
to us now than the former. Is there any good
reason for the continuance of the work at the
present time?

Our reply is that in addition to the reasons
above given, which still exist, though in less in-
tensified form, there has arisen a state of things
in our conntry which makes this phase of home
missionary work moro than ever imperative.

1. The Succe s Obtained.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada has now
nearly one hundred missionary fields where the
Gospel is preached with as much regulavity as
the funds at the disposal of the Board of French
Evangelization admit of.

‘There exists in Canada a French Presbyterian
Church, forming part of our great church. It
needs help, as English-speaking missions do.
These ave helped by the Home Mission Commit-
vec, whilst the French are assisted by the Board
of French Evangelization.

The churches who do little or nothing for
French work on the ground that they do not De-
lieve in French Evangelization, might allow us to
put the question : Since when has it become an
oftence to worship God according to His Wora,
in the Frenewn language ? Wiy should large and
influential churches withhold their gifts, and al-
low wealk sister churches to suffer their pastors to
become disheartened, because they are French
Presbyterians? This is not in keeping with the
broad charity and all-embracing love of the
Saviour Jesus Christ.

2. The Changed State of Things.

It has become manifest to all who have follow-
ed the trend of events in our country, that won-
derful changes have taken place.

The evangelistic movement which has been
carried on in the face of difficulties, which at
times seemed insuperable, has been a mighty fac.
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tor in changing public sentiment among the
French in the Province of Quebee.

For the 1ist few years nspivit of independence,
hitherto unknown, has arisen, and is making
itself felt all over the Province of Quebee. The
cducated men have been conscious fora long
time of the faect that the French Canadinn nation,
as a whole, did not occupy in the country the
position to which its natural ability and past ad-
vuntages ent:tle it.

From all sides the question is asked: Why
have not our Irench young men becn able to
cope with Inglish-speaking youths educated in
Protestant schools and universities? Why has
the Protestant Province of Ontario outstripped
us in everything, and Protestant New England
had so phenomenal a development, ceiling away
cur people to her shores to make them prosper-
ous and happy ?

One answor alone could be found tosuch a
question. Tho powers that have had the mould-
ing of the complexion of New Frauce must be
held responsible for the state of backwardness
in which Canada has been held. It is time for us
to assert our right to think for ourselves, and
educate our young men in such a way that they
may become free and independent -citizens,
instead of being the slaves which we and our
fathers have been.

The limits of this paper prevent that I should
give instances to show how widely these ideas of
independence and liberty have spread. We are
living at the close of the 19th century, and
Romanism, be it good or bad, no longer satisfies
maultitudes in French Canada. It cannot stand
the light of Protestantism, of education, and of
the civilization of our age.

If we now relinquish our efforts, if we do not
replace an inadequate and discarded religion,
the gravest consequences are sure to follow. The
lukewarm and indifferent Protestant business-
men of Canada, will be among the first to suffer
most severely from the irreligion, immorality,
and lawlessness, which accompanies everywhere
the rebound from Romish absolutism.

Whilst Romanism is most hurtful to the intel-
lectual and moral life of a nation, and its dead
formalism and externalisin inimical to true reli-
gion, the infidelity and irreligion it has always
produced are ten-fold worse, The weakness of
France to-day is proof of this,

The objection to French Evangelization on the
ground that it is 2 work of proselytism, if ever it
had any weight, is void to-day. To those who
are so anxious that the slaves of Rome should

JANUARY 7]

not- hecome emancipated, we would say: *“ Cluso
your Protestant churches and cease preaching
the Gospel, fur you areindirectly undermining the
faith of this people. Stop the publication of
your newspapers, which thousands read, for you
are throwing light into the medimeval darkness of
Quebee.  Close your public schools agnngt
Roman Cutholic children, refuge to admit young
men into your universitics, In one werd, stop
the wheels of progress.

Are you prepared to do this? If not, you are
in duty bound to help in replacing a faith which
you nre instrumental in destroyiag, by the purer
faith of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

This is what the Board of French Evangeliza-
tion is doing, & work eminently Christian, decid-
edly patriotic, asit has told in such a marked
way on tho destinies of our land. No power on
earth can prevent this emancipation work and
the disintegration of Romanism from going on;
and the Gospel of Christ alone can guide it aright
and control it.  Hence our contention that this
branch of Tlome Mission work has never been so
urgent as at present.

3. The Desive for the Gospel.

A last reagon, that can only be mentioned, for
energetic action and increased liberality : The
people wans the Gospel, and come in large num-
bers to hear it.

I speak for myself as pastor of St. John’s
Church, Montreal. OQur church is the largest
French Protestant Church in Canada. It occu-
pies a central position and 18 well adapted to its
work. Since 1890 over 250 members have been
placed cn the membership roll, 50 of these during
the past two and a hulf years. The present
membership is 125.

When the new church was dedicated two
years ago, it was thought to be too large, but the
Gospel is preached every Sunday to increasing
audiences. At the evening service the chu-ch
hae been too small on several occasions during
the past few weeks. Many of these belong to the
lapsed masses, who neverelsewhere hear the Gospel
and are sure to voteon the wrong side when great
meral issues are at stake, unless they are en-
lightenned by the Gospel. The prayer-meeting
has been attended by from 40 to 70 of late.
There scems to be decided awakering. The mis-
sionary has access to more homes than he is able
to overtake.

Whatever may be our duly to the heathen
world, and it is great, we ave bound to prevent a
portion of our land from receding into heathenism
by titrowing aside all faith., Let us do our duty,
because God is only waiting till we do, to accom-
plish great things.
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POINTE-AUX-TREMBLES MISSION
SCHOOLS.

BY REV. J. J. BOURGOIN, PRINCIPAL,

We opened  this session on the 16th of October
with 70 pupils present. Their number has in-
creased to 1G1.

We have 92 boys and 69 girls ; over 70 helong to
Roman Catholic families; nearly 70 are new
scholars.

They range from 12 to 24 years of age ; the
average age is 184 years. 27 are unable to
read.

We have 12 free scholars. The others pay
from 25 cents up to $8.00, the average fees
amounting to $1.75 per month,

212 applications for admission bave been re-
ceived this fall.

Our staff of teachers is almost (e s.me as last
year. It consists of :—Miss 1.. Haobow, the
Directress of the Girls? School ; Miles. BETRIX
and BoURGOIN, two graduates of the Mc¢Gill Nor-
mal School; Miss MULLER, a former pupil ; Mr,
E. BrANDT, agraduate of the Iresbyterian Col-
lege ; Mr. CHODAT, a young teacher from Switzer-
land ; and myself.

The pupils are divided into five classes com-
posed of boys and girls. Boys rise at6 a..,
Girls at 6.30. The beginners retire at 9 1. 31,
the more advanced at 11 p. M. They have G}
hours recitation during the day, except on Satur.

day. TEvery school-day begins with the Bible
lesson. T'wo hours and a half are deveted by the

beginners to the preparation of their lessons, and
five hours by the senior class. One hour is de-
voted to house work, and the rest of the day to
recreation.

The subjects taught are the following :—Read-
ing, writing, drawing, musie, singing, geography,
History of Canada, Roman History, arithmetie,
algebra, geometry, ¥French grammar, dictation,
composition, literature, English, Latin, Greelz,
natural philosophy, bookkeeping, and, chief and
best, the Bible,

Sundays are devoted to public services, morn-
ing and evening; to Sabbath-school and to
a prayer-meeting conducted by the pupils them-
selves.

A committee composed of four members of the
Board of French Evangelization visit the school
every month and spend a part of the day examin-
ing the various classes.

After casting a glance upon this numérical
statement, you may realize more strongly than
ever the greatness of the work you are doing
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through these schools. Your generosity brings
here every year ahout 160 young people
under the powerful influence of the Bible, which
they read, search, and commit to memory every
day.

Where would our scholars he without your
Christian liberality 2 They had remained where
they come from- from the home of poverty.
ignorance, superstition, prejudice, and theiv
future influence would respond to their begin-
ning.

A few years in our missionary schools will
elevate their ideal, ereate in them a sound ambi-
tion a desire Tor self-reliance, a spirit of inquiry
and of independence, which will open bhefore
them a broader carcer and will allow them te
leave fur hehind their Roman Catholic neighbors
of equal resources

Many of them will not only acquire inteliectual
achievements which shall render them more
useful to their country, but they will necome
faithful servants of the Master, and will go
bravely awong their cowvntrymen in ovder to
bring vhem the good tidings of o free salvation
through faith in Jesus.

On leaving the school, they will cheer their
parents by their 1moroved bhehaviour, their
progress, their message of grace from our Heaven-
ly TFather. ‘They will surprise their uneighbors
by their honesty, their good habits, their
fearless attitude towards the enemies of the Bible,
their intelligent patriotism, and their efforts to
help those who are desirous of improving their
situation.

In order to reach those important vesults we
need the special help of the Lord, without whom
we can do nothing, we need also the hearty sup-
port of the Church, an offering from every Sah-
ath School and from every V.I>.8.C.T., we need
also the sympathy, the interest, and the constant
prayers of all.

Looking hackward on the innumerable tokens
of the favor of Cod and of your indefatigable sup-
port, we are full of confidence for the future of
our missionary schiools.

All contributions should be sent to Rev. Dr,
Warden, Toronto.

I may state as the conclusion of the whole
omatte” that the Bible contains within itself all
that under God is required to account for and dis-
pose of all forms of infidelity, and to turn to the
best uses all that man can learn of natmie.—Sir
WiLtiam Davinsox.
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CHURCH NOTES AND NOTICES.

CALLS.

From New Edinburgh, Ottawa, to Mr. N. A,
MecLeod, of Woodlands, Glengatrs Tres. Aceepted,

From Warkworth, Ont., to Mr. A. W, Craw.
Accepted, Induction Iv Jan., 2 3u p.m.

From Bridgetown, Hx. Pres, to Mr. H. 8.
Davidson.

From Hillsburg and Bethel, Orangeville Pres.,
to Mr. M. Meilinnon, of Fenelon Falls,

From Clyde and Barrington, N.8.. to M
A. D. Stirling.  Accepted. Ordination and In-
duction 25th Dee.

From Thorburn, N.S., to Mr. 1. A. Mackenzie,

of Acadia Mines. Accepted.  Tuduction 10 Jan.
From Summerside, P.EJ.. to Mr. W. I..
Swmith, Ferrona, N.S.  Accepted.

From Blue Mountain, N.S., to Mr. E. J.
Rattee, of Nocl, N.S.

From Erskine Church, Toronto, to M. James
Murray, of St. Catherines.

From Calloden and Verschoyle, Pavis Pres., to
Mr. AL Svewart.

INDUCTIONS.

At Bearbrook, Ottawa Pres., 15 Nov., Mr.
E. J. Shaw.

At Giehe Ch., Ottawa, 29th Nov., Mr. J. WU I
AMilue.

Ab Orangevilie, Mi. R, W Dickie.

At River John, N.S., i3th Dec., v J. AL
Crawford.

At St. Peters, C.B., 15th Nov.. N J. AL
Calder.

RESIGNATIONS.

Of Marmora, Out., Mr. G. F. Johnson.
Of Comber, Chatham Pres., Mr. Cotter.
Of Tilbury ., Chatham Pres., Mr. Manson.

o
<

LON«G LITE.

e fiveth long, who liveth well:
AN else is life but flung away.
e liveth longest, who can tell
Of true things truly done cach day.

Then fill each hourwith what will last;
Buy up the momentsas they go.

The life above, when this is past,
Is the ripe fruit of life below.

Sow love, and taste its fruitage pure;

Sow peace, and reap it= hurvest bright;
Sow sunbeams on the rock and moor,

And findaharvest home of lighv- -1, Bonar.

JANUARY

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.
Synod of the fMaritime Provinces.

1. Sydney.

2. lnverness, Little Narrows, 14 Mar., 11 a.m.
3. P.E. Island, Chrlt’n, St. Jus., 7 Mar.,11a.m.
1. Pictou, New Glasgow. 10 Jan., 1.30 p.m.

5. Wallnce, Amherst, 7 Feb., 2.30 p.m.

G. Truro, Truro, 10Jan., 11 a.m.

7. Halifax, Hx. Chal.

~. Lmnenburg, Yar,

9. st.John, 8t. Joim, St. A., 17 Jan.
15, Miramichi.

Synod of IHontrcal and Qllawa.

. uebee,

. Montreal, Mont., Knox., 14 Mar., 10 a.m.
Glengarry, Cornwall, 14 Mar., 10.30 a.m.

. Ottawn, Otta., Bank Sc., 6 Feb., 10 a.m.

Lanark & Ren., Pembroke, 6 Mar., 8 p.ni.

. Brockville.

e et s e
R

Synod of Toronio and Kingston.

17. Kingston.

3, Puterboro, Pt Hope, 1st, 14 Mar., 2 p.m.
18, Whitby, I’t. Perry, St. J., 17 Jan., 10 a.m
20. iLindsay.

21 Torouco, Tor., Knox., 1 Tu. ev. mo.

22, (ungeville, Orangeville, 2J=n., 10.30.30 am.
23, Barvie, Barrie, 21 Mar.

24. North Bay, Elmsdale, 17 Jan., 9a.m.

25, Algoma, Webbwoad, March.

25, Owen Sound, O 3d., 21 Mar. 10 a.m.

27, Sanveen.,

23. Guelph, Gueiph, Kx., 17 Jan., 10.30 a.m.

Synod of Hamilton and London

20, Ttenilton, Ham., Xnox, 17 Jan., 9.30.

30. Paris, Brantford, Zion, 14 March, 10.30 a.m.
31, London, St.Thos., 9 Jan., 2p.m., 10th, Qa.m.
32, Chatham, Windsor, St. A., 14 Mar., 11 a.m.
33, Swentford, Strat., Kx., 10 Jan., 10.30 a.m.
31, Huron, Clinton, 17 Jan., 10 a.m.

35. Maitland, Kincardine, Kx., 17 Jan., 1 p.m.
a6, Bruce.

37. Sarnia.

Synad of Manitobe and the Novth-West.

38. Saperior, Fort Wm., 1st week in March.
3. Winniper, Man. Col., 2 Tu., Jan., hi-mo.

40. Rock Lake. Boissevain, 1st week March.

41, (dlenboro, (Gienboro, 6 March.

42 Portage, Ca Pra., P 1a Pra., 7Mar., 10 a.m.
43. Brandon, Brandon, 7 March, 10 a.m.

44, Minnedosa, Binscarth, 8 March, 10 a.m.

435, Melite, Meliia, 7 Mar,, 9 a.m.

48. Reging, Indian Head, 1 March.

Synod of Briti -k Columbia.

47. Calgary, Lethbridge, provisionally, 22 Ieb.)
4S. Edmonton, Lacombe, date not fixed.

49. Kamloops, Revelstoke, 28 Feb,

50. VWestminster.

51. Victoria.
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Our Joreign (hissions.

There is a dearth of missionary news this
month, If the missionaries only rezlized how
much depends uwpon making the Church see,
through their eyes, the heathen field, many an
incident that passes and is forgotien, would he
sent to the Reconp, would deepen interest at
home, and would prove, in returns to the Mission
Funds, the best mvestment of time in all their
varied and wearing work,

The Maritime Synod, the Easterr:. Secsion in
Foreign Mission Work, has made u greater for-
ward movement than perhaps sowe realize, a
movement that means large added responsibility.
Until recently, it had but two Foreigp Fields, the
New Hebrides and Trimdad ; one of them for
over fifty years, the other for more than thirty
years.

Some two years ago it extended its work to
Demarara, South America, where is an East
Indian Tmmigrant population, larger than thab
of Trinidad. More recently it has taken wup
Korea, with more heathen millions waiting to re-
ceive the Gospel from its hand than there are in
all the other Foreign Fields of the Fastern See-
tion. TFour fields now, instead of the two that
were wrought so long, and many times more
heathen in the new than in the old.

Effort must not for a moments be relaxed in the
older fields, which have been among the most
successful in the history of modern missions ; and
the work in the new, now that it has been under-
taken, must be overtaken. The new ficldsare fuil
of encouraging promise. Ihe people are as open
to the Gospel as in any other mission field in the
world. May ouwr pastexperience in the Eastern
Section be repeated, and more, in ithe daysto
come.

Thegreat fact to be realized hefore the end of
March, the end of our church year, is the Jarge
additional work we have assumed in these new
fields, aud theadditional giving, on the part of all,
to support this work.

LETTER FROM THONAN.
FROM DR. JEANIE J. DOW,

The wet season kas been very persistent and
long-continucd! this year, though ﬂx‘e downfall has
not been considered specially lavze.  The mission
houses, exceptizg these pub up this year, are
saturated with damgp, some even to the ceiling,
and in spots ave green with mould.

In fall grains there has been a large yield. No
flooding bas occurred in this region to destroy iv.

.
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In the dispensary there are some piteous sights
these days, children of a year reduced toskeletons
Ly discase whicl: might have been cured ¢¢if,’” as
the mother says, ¢ we hadn’s heen so busy,” orif
it hadn’t been “ only a child.”? Then is the time
one grows wroth, for often the word is careless,
the laugh heartless. The child lying weak and
listless upon her breast, has been ill for a month
or six weeks, and they live a mile or perhaps two
away. Iven now she probably would not have
conze had not the clouding eyes, the poor, inflamed
lips, told hier that now, if ever, was the time to
make, ab least, the semblance of an attempt to
save him. A few days ago such an infant died in
the chapel before dispensing hours.

Yet expressions of the mother instinet are not
wanting. Two days ago, when I undertook to
instruet a strong woman of thirty or forty years
on her duty to the child God had given her, she
hurst inte rebellious tears, sobbing, * When your
clders would mnot let you have her treated,
what were you to do? I wanted to bring her
carlier, bud they wouldn?6lebme.?? A sad enough
commentary on the every-day unassimilation of
the discordant elements of the Chinese family.

Another every-day sight is the obedience of
parents to their off-spring. The child sercams,
kicks, pulls, and twists, until the faintly-resisting
mother allows it fo squirm out of herhands. You
remonsrrate, feeling your patience ebbing ; she
explaing that the youth *‘is perverse.” You
wonder whether, if either expedient were feasible,
the rod ot correction should be administered to
parens or {o ¢hild, but, as no solution presents it-
sclf, you soothe your feelings by a practical exhi-
bition of the cflicacy of mainforce and will-power
even against such fearful odds. She goes awnv
admitiing that the results are admirable, Ius witi.
a mental reservation that your heart is hard.

Last week we had anunexpected visit from Mrs.
Chao, of Iui Lung, a bright, industrious widow
interested in Christ through the word of 2 fellow-
townsman not more than a year ago. She has
piodded through ¢ Griflith John’s Catechism »
and the Gospels by Matthew and Luke, and now,
much to her credit, is reading Mark’s Gospel.
The two days she spent here she lodged with
Christian women in a compound not far ofi. They
were much impressed by her cleverness, good
sense, and umlerstanding of the Truth. IHerstay
amonyg them was of mutual benefit ; for they saw
to whata woman esuld attain without foreign
help, and she wasstrengthened by fellowship with
other believers. We got our morse! of stimulus,
too, for hers is a character one does not weet every
doy.—T, M. [IDINGS,
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THE STORY OF EFATE, NEW HEBRIDES
BY OUR MISSIONARY, REV. J. W. MACKENZIE,

It was in 1864, thirty-four years ago, that the
first British issionary, Rev. D. Mornson, of
Nova Scotia, settled upon thisisland. His station
was at Erakor, a small island on the south-west
side of Efate. IFor many years before, native
teachers from Samoa hait heeu laboring there, and
a church had been formed.

Twa years later, Mr. Morrison was joined by
Rev. J. Cosh, M.A., who resided at Pango, some
three miles distant from Erakor. Unfortunately
for the work, the labors of these brethren were
brief. In a few years both had to retirefrom the
Mission, the former owing to his own failing
healtl,, and the latter on account of the health of
his wife.

In 1872 we were appointed to Pango by the
Mission Synod, and the same year saw the appoint-
mens of Rev. D. Macdonald to Havannah Harbor,
on the opposite side of the island.

We fountd the Gospels of Mark and Jobn in
print in the Efatese language, also a Hymnal and
the book of Genesis in manuscript.  Erakor and
Pango were Christian villages ; the rest of the
island was lying in densest darkness.

‘The only cfiect that the light of the Gospel,
shining so long at these villages, scemed to have
had-was that it prejudiced the rest of the natives
agninst our message. They saw what these
villages had renounced, and they could not see
what benefits the Gospel gave them inieturn.

The first year we resided at Pango. but finding
Erakor healthier and more central for our work,
moved there.

Eratap was the first heatlien village visited.
The people had the reputation of being very blood-
thirst:. Many years hefore the introduction of
Christianity to the island. they treacherously mur-
dercd a ship’s company, wrecked near their
village, and feasted on the bodies. They mani-
fested much hostility toward us, seeming deter-
mined t> have nothing to do with the Gospel.
Indeed the chief said, ** We shall never worship
here.”

Shortly afterwards, one of their young men be-
came friendly, and we persnaded him to take a
teacher. Dut, one Sabbath morning, a number of
excited heathen surrounded thehut whilst the two
were ab worship, and threatened to murder then,
50 they were foreed to flee for the'- lives.

In less than a year, however, th s young man,
joined by another, moved to a small island abous
a mile distant, where, a few yews hefore, tire
body of a voung convert from Ewrikor had heen
thrown. sle had goneto tell them thestory of the
Cross, and had been murdered in consequence.

After building their huts, the tv:o young men
received a teacher and remained unmolested.
Soon one and another joined the Caristians, and
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they built a small grasg school-house, and 1inally
the whole village renounced heathenism.  From
this village we had two teachers who deserve
especial mention for their faithfulness and zeal in
the Master’s service—Ralman and Wallis. The
former did grand work on his own island, the
Jatter on Malekula, under Rev. Jolm Gillan.

Our next villuge, Bufa, was far inland. TUpon
our lirst visit it was evident that Bufa would not
be won without a struggle ; for, upon returning,
we noticed freshiy-cub trees laid everywhere along
tlie path. My companions, Christian natives, in-
formed me that this was done to taboo the path,
as & warning that we must not visit them again.

For years they lield out, and when we visited
them, which we did almost every Sabbath, they
were seldom found at home, having fled to the
bush on our approach. At various times we had
converts who, to eseape persecution, fled to Erakor.
At length, however, the village was won, and a
teacher located there.

More inland villages were then visited, and two
islets—Fila and lele, in Pango Bay—where a
language altogether different to the Efatese is
spoken, and where opposition was more violent
than in any other part of our district.

The people inland lived in small encampments,
sone of them upon the mountains in very inaces-
sible places.  These people were much infericr in
physique to the shore villagers, and milder in Gis-
position.  We suceceded in getting them to move
down and form oue village much nearer to the
niission-stations

On the eastern side of theisland the natives were
ficreer and more notorious for their cannibal pro-
pensities.  The first teacher settled there had to
flee for his life, bringing his converts to Erakor
with him. 'Two of these were trained for teachers,
and subsequently placed in their own district.
There, too, we succeeded in bringing the various
villages to one centre. Fila and Mele have also
come in, leaving no heathen villages on ourside of
the island.

For some years we had a waining-class for
teachers, which oceupied a great deal of our time.
In addition to supplying our own district, we
assisted some of our brethren in the Northern
Islands hy seading teachers, especially Messrs.
Leguatt, Paton, Gillan, and Laundels, who have
lad ieachers from us for their work up to the
present time. During all these years twenty-five
teachers and their wives have gone Jorth from our
people to help in the work of other missionaries.

Desides the New Testament, the joint work of
Dr. Macdonald and myself, we have in printin the
Tiatese langufie a Seripture History,a Primer, a
Jiymn-book, the Peep of Day, and a Catechism ;
and now Mr. Milne, Dr. Macdonald and myself
bhave in contemplation o translation of the Old
Testament.

At Erakor, Fila, and Mele, we have substantial
churches, the frames being of colonial wood.
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That at Erakor is the largest, as the communion
is held there, and on these oceasions a congrega-
tion of 500 is usually present.

Besides paying for the material of these build-
ings, our people have defrayed the entire expense
of the hooks above referred to, and for two years
past have supported their teachers by Sabbath
collections. 1 may also add that, besides doing a
considerable amount of manual labor gratis, our
people have supplied us with all the yams we
requirad.

WITCHCRAFT IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.

BY DR. SANDILANDS, OF NORTHEAST SANTO,

I had been ona medical visit to one of the
Southern Islands, and on our return at the end of
June we found that during our absence two
deaths had taken place at our nearest villages,
and that two men were very sick and not expect-
ed to get better.

In their superstitious belief that most of their
sicknesses and deaths are to be attributed to the
influence of witcheraft poisoning, the people sef
themselves to find out who was the gujlty party,
and fixed on one of their own number who is
believed to have the power to cause death.

Formerly this man would have been killed,
but out of respect for, or fear of, us, they were
content that he and his wife should leave this
place and betake themselves where ke would
have no power over this people,

Thus accused of being the canse of sickness
and death, he of course, protested his innocence,
and wo ourselves sought to reason with the peo-
ple about the absurdity of this their belief in
witcheraft poisoning.

I {reely offered to put their belief to the test by
letting any one whom they thought had the
power work his poisoning on me, much to the
horror of some of the more innocent among them,
who thought me very foolhardy in thus risking
my life ; but the more kuowing among them
were cute enough to have ready the aunswer that
I being a white man the bewitching would have
no effect on me.

No amount of talking to them, however, would
make them give up their notion, and the demand
was urgent that this man must leave the place,
and at once. And so he and his wife had to re-
move with all their belongivgs to another village
at a little distance.

We attended to the sick people as hest we conld
but it is only up toa certain point that they will
take medicine ; if they have faith in it, and
think they will get bester, they will take medi-
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cing; if they gthink they will not get well, it is
just pretty much a matter of lying down to die,
rofuging almost all food, and giving themselves
up to despair, probably pretty well acsured in
their own mind who is responsible for their
death,

One is inclined to think that if only they would
pick up hopeand heart and take mediocine, and
especially food, they would often improve and
live for some time ionger, but hope dies, and their
life scems to go out. At the end both the men
who have died since our return have been simply
living skeletons.

Forseeing the death of these men I pleaded
hard with the people that they would not put-the
widows to death, and also that they would make
sure that the widows were kept from doing away
with themselves. ¢

This is a common custom here ; if a woman has
been much attached to her husband, real grief at
his death often makes her take away her life that
she may accompany him to the spirit world.
Sometimes the people insist that the widow
should die, especially if the man has heen a chief
of any rank ; but if any woman should express &
desire to live she is evidently allowed to live.

In the case of these two men I was assured that
the widows would not be put to death, and that
they did not themselves want to die; but what
was our surprise and grief one afternoon to hear
that one of the men had died and that his wife
had hanged herself even hefore her husband was
quite dead. The people of her village had failed
to keep a good watch over her, and had gone to
their gardens ; she had seized the opportunity of
no one being about, and bad gone to her yam-
bouse and made away with herself there.

This made me only the more anxious to make
sure that the wife of the other man should be
spared, and I spolke with them all and with the
man and woman themselves, till T extracted from
them all a promise that she should not die ; and I
am glad to say she has been spared.

Of course, the rebeing disease-and-death makers,
it is only expected that there should be also
witch-doctors, who profess power to charm away
disease and death ; and to one of these men re-
course was had in the case of the man who died
last. He came half a dozen times from another
village and sang over him his charms, and remov-
ed from him many mysterious and remarkable
things that were causing his sickness, such as
bones, picces of charcoal, cte.

He passed us on his way home from his lasg
visit, and on my asking him if he thought that
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now his patient would recover, he said that on the
contrary he thought he would die. However,
this was not of much importance, he had got his
present of fowls and yams ; and not very long
after we heard one night the clear tolling of the
death drum, and in the early morning the weird
wailing for the dead.

During the last six months there has been in
the two villages next us a high death-rate fora
population so small, and all of those who have
died have been people whoin we have particularly
liked ; and humanly speaking and in the inter-
ests of the worship we are inclined to say that we
could better have spared some others than these.
But God makes no mistakes, and though in the
meantime there is dislike for, and oppositien to,
the worship, yet doubtless the interest will revive
and in due time we shall reap if we faint not.

——

SKETCHES FROM TRINIDAD.
BY OUR MISSIONARY. MRS. MACRAE.

Perhaps an account of a few days’ experience
in going in and out among the people will be of
interest. Yesterday I went out to our Sunday-
School at Tere village with MissSinclair, and took
the adult classfor Mr. Macrae, who could not be
present. After going from house to house, invit-
ing men, women, and children, to come to the
chureh, a little group was at length brought in.

The degraded condition of these poor children
who came out of heathen homes is difficult to
aeseribe, being allowed, as many of them are,
to run about the roads and fields in a partially
nude condition, with little or no parental training.
One hoy who came in late and very untidy, on
heing asked what had kept him, said he had been

1t to a store to buy oil; this, no doubt, being
an excuse planned by his father to keep him
away from the Sunday-school.

The difference of appearance in those who have
embraced Christianity and those who are still in
moral darkness, is very marked. One can alinost
tell at a glance those who have a knowledge of
the truth, although they may be far from being
devoted Christians.

On Tuesday I visited for the first time the
school at Cedar Hill, and finding the attendance
small, I accompanicd Mr. Macrae around the
barracks to see why more of the children were
not out. We found a number sick, but a larger
number had gone to work in the fields. One
little boy who was tending sheep said to me,
“Me nowant to go to school. me wantum work
every day, get money, buy clotbes.”” So that it
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is with very great difficelty the Estate Schools
can he worked up; tne parents preferring their
children to work, and thus earn a few pennies,
rather than go to school.

We have among our women some who are traly
devoted Christians, and seem ready to make per-

‘sonal sacrifices if it is to be for the advancement

of the work. One women said to me not long
ago, in reference to the hour of & certain meeting
being convenient. ‘I am busy all day, hut
surely I am willing to put aside my work for one
hour to do some litfle thing for Jesus, who has
done so much for me.”

The maonth of May seems to be the favourite
season for Hindoo marriages, and while these are
going on it is almost impossible to keep up the
average attendance at our meetings or even in the
schools.

Hearing of one of these weddings being near the
manse, I went tosce it. Beingalittle early, very
few of the guests bhad as yet arrived. The cook-
ing, however, was in course of preparation. A
barrel and a half of flour had been made into roti—
a sort of flab cake, fried in swees oil—this latter
being a luxury, as cocoanub cil is used on ordin-
ary occasions.

The prospective bride was sitting on the floor,
having her hands and fees gorgeously painted in
stripes.

Many of the men were lying about on the grass
asleep. Thinking this rather a strange attitude
at a wedding feast, I enquired what it meant, and
was told that these were the professional dancers,
and having had such a round of festivities were
naturally tired, and seized this opportunity of
resting and sleeping.

Thus, one might go or telling of many strange
and sad sights there are to be seen among these
people, who have not yet come under the influ-
ence of the Gospel. In view of these things one
cannot help feeling how soon the Master’s house
would be farnished with guests if men and
women accepted the Gospel invitation as readily
as they do that to a heathen marriage.—The
Message.

Some years ago we had our “Five Foreign
Mission Fields.”” Now we have seven, Prohably
few of us realize that our latest field, Korea, is
the oldest nation in the world, and the longest
closed to foreigners, except Thibet. Only about
a dozen years ago itsdou s were opened to the
outside world, but our owan missionaries, and
others who have been there longer, have found
the door of the people’s hearts more open than
mosb nations that have been longer known,
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Poung People’s Docieties.

THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’'S *PLAN

OF STUDY.”
Conducted by Rev. R. D. Frascr, Convener.

The monthly Topics are so arranged as to be
adapted to the various s tts of Young People’s
Societies. They are set down for the second
weekly meeting of each month and the Topic is
treated in the ‘“ Record ” the month preceding,
in order that Societics may have the materials for
the meetings in hand well in advance.

The special ¢ Topic Card” for the DPresby-
terian Y. P. S. C. E. Societies has been issued as
before. It embraces the ¢ Uniform® Topics,
the Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study, and
the Questions on the Shorter Catechism for each
meeting throughout the year. Price $1.00 per
100.

«Booklet containing the same matter, and
also Daily Readings for the whole year, price
$1.50 per 100. Socicties may have local matter
printed on one page of cover of Booklet at extra
cost of §1.50 per 100.

Orders and remittances for Topic Cards and
Booklets to be sent to

Rev. R. D. Fraser,
592 Markham St., Toronto.

For 1899,

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study for
the New Year follow naturally upon those of the
two years preceding. 'Fhey takeup fresh periods
in our Presbyterian Church History, as well as
some of our own mission ficlds not previously dis-
cussed in detail. The Book of Praise gets two
meetings. One meeting is devoted to the impor-
tant question of Church Membership, another to
“Qur Own Society,” and still another to the
General Progress of the Work of Our Church and
its Outlook for the Future.

.- THE TOPICS ARE AS FOLLOWS.

January—OQur Missions on the Pacific Slope.

February—The Marks of a Good Hymn, illus-
trated from the Book of Praise.

March—Our Work in the West Indies.

April—Presbyterianism in Ireland; its origin,
struggles, churacteristics, influence.

May—Church Membership, definition, privi-
leges, duties.

June—Thomas Chalmers and his times.

July—The work of onr Woman’s Missionary
Societies.

August—A  great Scottish Hymn writer,
Horatius Bonar; and his Hymns in the Book of
Praise.
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September—OQur own Society; the deepeninyg
of its life, the strengthening of its work.

October-—What our College Students do for
Home Missions,

November—Rev.D. Duff, and Missions in India.

December—Our own Chureh; the Old Century
and the New.

Topic for the week beginning
February 12.

THE MARES OF A GOOD HYMN,

Jllustrated from the Book of Praise,
REV, 5: 9-14,
Programme.

Hereis a topic on which the whole congrega-
tion may well be taken into the confidence of the
Society, for all may help. Rev. Mr. McMillan,
who contributes the article following, writes not
only out of enthusiasm but of knowledge. He
has been, and is, an ardent student of the
Psalter and of the Hymns of the centuries. To
illustrate fully from our Book of Praise each of
the “marks ” of a good hymu as outlined by
him can hardly fail to ensure a profitable pro-
gramme. But the musical Committee, in whose
hands probably the meeting will be placed, will,
if ingenious, find waya of multiplying interest.
For exemple, how would it do to give the society
or perhaps the whole congregation, the oppor-
tunity to send in beforehand their favorite pieces
from the Book of Praise ? A selection could be
made from these. Some one who isa lover of
songs might be prepared to indicate the points in
each which entitle it to be counted one of the
“best ” hymns. The choir would gladly arrange
for the rendering of the selections made, room,
of course, being made for solos and for the whole
congregation, as well. No fear of a small meet-
ing. There are few attractions, evenin thisage of
attractions, that are more likely to draw devout
people than their favorite hymns, and as Mr.
McMillan indicates, the favorites are generally
the best—well sung.

Marks of a Cood Hymn.
BY REV, ALEX. MACMILLAN, TORONTO.

Tennyson was at one time asked why he had
not devoted attention to the writing of hymns.
He replied, ¢“ A good hymn is the most difficult
thing i the world to write. In a good hymn
you have to be commonplace and poetical. The
moment you cease to be commonplace and put in
any expression at all out of the common, it ceases
to be a hymn. Of hymns I like Heber’s ¢ Holy,
holy, holy,’ better than most; it is in a fine
metre, too.”

There is great truth inthis. A good hymn, by
which we mean one that possesses qualities of in-
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crinsic merit, and at tho same timo meets the de-
votional needs of all sorts and conditions of men,
requires in tho writer a rare balance of spiritual,
intellectual and emotional equipment. Itfollows
that the writer of a hymn of a high order must be
a good poet, but & great poet may not be fitted
for the production of great hymns.

We do regret, however, that Lord Tennyson
did not exercise his gifts to-any considerable ex-
tent in this direction, as he was surely fitted, as
much by his deep, reverential spirituality, as by
his rare poetical gifts, to have given to the
churches of Christendom such hymas as those of
Whittier.

WHAT ARE THE MARKS OF A GOOD HYMY ?

We try to answer this question in the interests
of the young people of our Church, asit is im-
portant that they recognize and relish the very
best, and that the leaders in their services unerr-
ingly select the best for praise.

There must, first and foremost, be a certain
Spiritual quality in the hymn, which can only be
where there is spiritual qualification in the writ-
er. Thig Spirituality in the writer is manifest in
the absence of irreverence and triviality, in the
presence of a pervading reverence, in the impres-
sion that the hymn has come from the heart of
one who realized himself or herself to be in the
Divine Presence.

It will show itself also in the insight into Spir-
itual things, in the unfolding of what God is,
what we are, what God would have us to be.
This Spiritual qualification in the writer is
supremely manifest in the inspired writers of the
Psalms.

It is also manifest in a marked degree in the
hymns of the medizval Latin writers, Bernard of
Cluny and Bernard of Clairvaux. As we read
“Jerusalem, the Golden,” “‘Jesus, the very
thought of Thee,” *‘Jesus, Thou joy of Loving
Hearts,” and such effusions of the twelfth cen-
tury, we feel the Spirituality of the writers.

Nor is this less evident in a host of our modern
hymn writers, of whom it might seem almost in-
vidious to mention Isaac Watis and Charles
Wesley, of last century, and their successors,
Reginald Heber, John Ellerton, Charlotte Elliot,
Frances Ridley Havergal, and Horatius Bonar.
The hymns of the great Moderns, which have be-
come part of the treasury of song of the Church,
are from the heart experience of men and
women who had passed through great tribulation
and had washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

There must also be definitencss as to the theme,
along with variety in the treatment, There ought
te be no difficulty in determining the subject of
$he poem, yet there ought to be such elasticity in
the treatment, thut there is no sense of mono-
tony. Out of 3 very large number of hymns we
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might cite for analysis of this quality. ‘“ At Even
ere tho Sun was Set,” ‘¢ Abide with Me,” and “1
heard the voicg of Jesus.”

Clearness in thought and expression must also
prevail. One hymn may be shallow, yet, like
the muddy stream, far from clear ; another may
be deep, yot diflicult of apprehension ; a third
may be deep, even profound, yet so easily grasp-
ed that he who runs may read. Weneed hymns
of this third order. We do not desire hymns of
which the thoughts are childishly simple, but we
do desire such as oxpress deecp thoughts with
childlike simplicity. When we rise to sing we
do not feel prepared to pursue a subtle line of
argnment through intricate mazes, but we ought
£, be ready to grasp the great truths of the King
and the Kingdom through un expression of them
atonce deep and clear.

It need hardly be mentioned that a hymn of
the first rank must not only be grammatically
correct, and expressive and beautiful in English
style, but must possess a raythmic flow. More is
needed than mere correctness in mechanical
rhyme and accent. We ought to feel that, even
apart from music associated with the words,
these words are themselves music. We feel the
rhythmicflow, apart from mechanical monotony,
in that grand version of Psalm 143, composed
three hundred and fifty years ago by John
Craig:

¢ 0, Lord, Thou art my God and King,
Thee will I magnify and praise !”

This quality is very prominent also in the
transfusions by Dr. Mason Neale from the old
Greek and Latin hymns, in the hymns of Fred-
erick William Faber, Horatius Bonar, and
others.

No hymn has a claim to stand among the best
that is a mere sermon in rhyme, subordinating
praise, prayer, and aspiration. Nor can we in-
clude those vhat are morbidly introspective, and
which express sentiments that we do not feel, or
expose to public gaze those raptures of desire and
experience which should be sacred to God alone.

Not to enter into any discussion of hymns as to
topics, we might add that hymus of ¢ Heaven”
are invaluable, because there is a spiritual neces-
sity which leads the believer to anticipate in hope
tie glories of the New Jerusalem. Who would
not sing, as expressing a real and healthy
thought, ‘‘Jerusalem the Golden” of the goad
Bernard of olden times, or that hymn for the
children ¢ There is a City Bright*??

Who has not sung with the awe of eternity
upon the spirit

““When the day of toil is done

When the race of life is run,

Father grant thy wearied one
Rest for Evermore.
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When the darliness melts away

At the breaking of thy day,

Bid us hail the cheering ray,
Light for Evermore.

When tho breath of life is flown

When the grave must claim its own,

Lord of life, we own thy crown,—
Life for Evermore.

But hereagain we must be guarded lest hymns
are presented which do wnot refiect, and which
ought not to reficet, the mind of the Spiritually
healthy Christian. We can afford to put aside
the counterfeit when we possess so many lines of
gold.

To sum up, great hymns will show Spiritual
earnestness, they will have adefinite themo with
elasticity in treatment, the expression will bo
clear, the language expressive and beautiful, the
rhythm truly musical.

God will be the centro toward which the
thought is directed, prayer, praise, and aspira-
tion, including strong declarations of divine
truth, will prevail over all else.

The young people may well study our psalins
and hymns, that they may know and use those
that excel. They will find that the interest,
intelligence, and Spirituality, of Christian peoplo
have largely determined those of greatest value,
for the majority of the great hymns which are in
the hearts and homes of English-speaking Christ-
ian people, which have entered most deeply into
spiritual life, are those which best stand
such tests as we have here endeavored to set
forth.

-

GETTING ALONG WITH PEOPLE.

The prcblem of Christian living, is, always to
keep the heart sweet, the manner gracious and
loving, and the hand out-stretched for service,
wherever we may be.

How can we do this? To begin with, we must
have the spiritci love. 1We need to get the true
definition of leva. too, that we may know what it
requires. Love is not an easy sentiment. To
love, according to the New Testament, is very
costly.  “Love suffereth long and is kind,”
“Lovo seeketh not its own, is nobt provoked,
taketh not account of evil”  beareth all things,”
“endueth all things.”

We may break up the lesson into parts. We
need patience in living with others. Patience
implies suffering—keeping quiet and sweet when
it is not casy to do so, enduring pain without
repining or murmuring, accepting wrong and
injustice without resentment. Impatience never
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can got along peacofully with other people ; but
patience moves amid the greatest complexity of
tastes, dispositions, and {eelings undisturbed.
Wo all know some on¢ who carries out thisspirit.
Perhaps it is in a homne where it is not éasy to
practice the lesson of love ; but then this gentle
spirit dwells with almost angelic sweetness—
quiet, suffering long. The more there is tosuffer,
the sweeter is the patient spirit.

The spirit of service is another secret of living
happily together. One who demands that others
show him deference, doing things for him, serv-
ing him, has not learned the $rue art of living
with others. If he assumes this attitud : to those
about him, they will assume the sam  attitude
toward him. The result at the best wil be asort
of armed neutrality. But if one assur = toward
others the spirit of loving service, the esire to
help and serve, he has solved the probl Love
begets love, Serving soften hearts an. changes
lives.

Another secret of getting on well with others
is to honor them, to expect noble and beautiful
things of them. to set as an aim to bring out the
best that is in them. The best way to do a man
good is to expect good of him. If we always call
on others for their best, we also make it easier to
live with them ; for we see them through kindly
eyes, and are patienms with their faults and
frailties.

Thoughtfulness is another secret of happy liv-
ing with others. Most young people begin life
without this grace. They do not naturally think
of others, or modify their own conduet for the
sake of others. Thoughtfulness has to be lerrned,
but when it is learned it is a marvellous sweet-
ener of associated life. Thoughtful people neve-
speak the careless word that cuts to the heart.
They avoid the unpleasant theme of conversation.
They are careful not to say anything that would
excite anger or resentment. The: areready with
the right word at the right time, :nd they come
always with their sympathy and kindness when
the need is greatest.

Another essential is good *emper. Love “ig
not provoked.” It beareth all shings 2nd always
keeps sweet. Some persons have a reserve of
good nature which serves them well when others
are disposed to get angry. They say some pleas-
ant word which proves to be the soft answer that
turneth away wrath. Put two touchy persons
together and they will not easily learn the lesson
of living in companionship.

We are all human ; and there are few of us who
at best do not say words, or do things, which give
pain to those closest to us. Iven true love is not
always just and kind. Then it is that love musy
out-do love—the one who has been hurt must
show love’s long suffering, overcoming evil with
good.—REy. J. R. MiLLER in Young People’s
Problems,
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A SAD PICTURE FROM INDIA.
BY LUCY E. GUINNESS.

The holiest place in all Bombay is the beauti-
ful ¢ tank,’? down to whose clear waters lead
flights of wide shelving steps, and where bathers
and little children play among reflections of the
cloudless skies and picturesque masonry. ‘T'o the
minds of multitudes thisis a sanctuary—a shrine.

Round it a group of little temples rise among
odd buildings, priests’ houses, pilgrims’ lodgings,
and native homes.

From time immemorial Valkeshwar has been a
sacred spot.  Many pilgrims  have tramped
through weary journeys to reach these shining
waters ; many anxious, clouded lives have heeu
strained to the utmost to seek what here they
seek, but never find.

Four or five fakirs, covered with filth and
ashes, sit at one end in the hot sun, looking
almost more like beasts than men. There they
sit almost naked, on tlhe rough ground, surround-
ed by the various little pots and howls and odds
and ends which they employ for life and worship.
One or two are smoking a powerful drug, which
partly stupefies them.

Oune talks to us by translation, and another—
the most hideous of all, an animal-looking crea-
ture, with masses of matted hair full of dust and
ashes, who scems really half insane—makes us a
great oration, all in his unknown tongue. Louder

-and louder he talks, preaching at last at the top
of his voice, and pausing now and then amid his
eloquence to blow shrill blasts on a cow’s horn
by his side.

““Why does he do that?’’ we ask our hoy.

“Whenever the holy man is hungry he blows
his horn, mem Sahib, and the peopie come out
and bring him food.”

‘What must be the character of the faith whose
ideal is before us? We stand bewildered in the
sunshine, trying to realize that it is not a dream
—that to these men, our brothers, this lth, this
degradation, this naked idleness, is the embodi-
ment of sanctity —and our hearts go out to India,
the first example of whose greatest faith meets us
insuch a form. This is Hinduism, hoary Hindu-
ism; three thousand ycars old, and ruling to-day
more than two hundred million men and women.

The spectacle hefore us is the outcome of her
teachings.  This is the highest life one can lead.
To their minds existence is an evil ; emancipa-
tion from ic in this life, and in future countless
lives, is the one hope. Detach yourself from
earth, go without clothes; ave no home, no
friends, no peopie ; do no work ; take no interest
in anything at all; enjoy nothing, feel no-
thing, hope for mnothing. Detach yourself
to do this, suffer pain, sleep on spikes, starve
yourself, oreat carrion and nameless abomina-
tions; bold your hands up till they wither and
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the nails grow through the hand ; do anything
and everything to get rid of your supreme curge—
conscious existence.

It is difficult for us under the influence of Jesus
Christ to understand and grasp this Hindu theory.
To those who know and follow 1Iim, Christ
makes sheer living beautiful, life on earth a privi-
lege, and everlasting life beyond, the gift of God
to men. But to the Hindu, living without Christ
—as to many, alas ! in our own Jlands who live
without Him-—mere existence seems a curse.
These poor souls believe themselwves burdened
with beiug because they are not good enough not
to be. Hence they must accumnulate merit, raise
themselves laboriously by weary years of good
works until they can at last escape existence.

‘I'his nightmare dread of existence is the natural
outcome of the transmigration theory—that sad-
dest and most hopeless of all human explanations
of life. Think for one moment of whatit would
mean to you to believe that every living thing on
the face of the earth was the body of some soul—
birds, beasts, insests, reptiles, men—all alike
snul-houses; and that humaun souls were ceaselessly
shifting through countless lives, and muss forever
shift among these, according to their merits or de-
merits?  Transmigration we call it, and dismiss
the idea with a word. But to believe that idea,
to think that the souls you love best, and that
death has called away, are pent up in some body,
a jackal's, a cow’s, a serpent’s perhaps—and will
be bound there, feeling, suffering, enjoying if
they can, until death smites them once again, and
once again they change their house and pass into
some other form; . coolies, kings, or what not—
to believe that idea, what must it mean?

Think of the burden of it—the endless, restless,
weary round, from which is no escape ; the grip
of faith that holds you and drives you on and on ;
the inexorable sentenee, from which is no appeal,
cousigning you to grovelling reptile life or loath-
some being.

You may be born to-morrow a leper, an idiot,
a murderer, anything—Karma, your fate, deter-
mines what shall be, and your fate depends en-
tirely on your merits. ‘There isnopity anywhere,
there is no forgiveness. Trouble comes to you to-
day? Ah, you earned it yesterday, back in your
last body. Then you sinned, now you are pnnish-
ed. This theory apparently explains everything
s0 satisfactorily—all the crookedness and inegua-
lisies of life, all the strange chance of destiny.
Butit is so hard, so hopeless! Eighty-six mil-
lien times you will be born aud re-born, to suffer,
live, and die!

What more natural ‘han to wish to shorten the
period ? Become a devotee, perhaps even a fakir.
By so doing you detach yourself ; you gradualiy
escape re-incarnation.  You stand a faint and far-
off shance of sooner finding rest—the oblivion of
Nirvapa—*‘ not to be.”
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Standing in the sunshine, looking down on the
spectacle before us, on these scarcely human orea-
tures, in their filthiness and ashes, realise the
burden of belief that makes them what they arc!
Let your heart go out to the 26,000,000 ;Teoplc
living in the Bombay Presidency only, in this one
strip of country along the western coast of lr}d_la,
aland larger than Spain. Think of the waiting
harvest of this one Presidency. Look on her
fields.

And look beyond—aiay across the continent of
India, with its 290,000,000 souls. Two ?n}mh‘t.ad
and eight millions of them are Hindus, living in
the darkness of the faith whose devotees are
Dbefore us—60,000,000 more than the whole Pro-
testent population of the world.—Sel

S——

WORK OF THE A. B. C. F. M.,

The work of the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions, the Missionary
Society of the Congregationalists of the U. 8. A.
is summed up as follows by their Foreign Secre-
taries in their Annual Report, just issued.

No v vief survey can do justice to the work of
the twenty missions of this Board, and upon
which the sun never sets.

Located in 101 different stations and working
through 1,271 separate centers, there are 169
ordained missionaries, 168 wives, and 173single
women, making an American missionary force of
531, 88 of whom are physicians; 12 less mission-
aries than reported one year ago.

In connection with this American force there
are 220 ordained pastors, 477 preachers, 1,713
teachers, 260 Bible women, and 307 other native
helpers, making a grand total of 2,977 trained
native co-laborers, 21 more than were reported
last year.

There are 465 organized churches with a mem-
bership of 47,122 or an average of 100 members
to each church.

There are 59,701 scholars inthe Sunday schools.

These churches report as additions to their
membership on confession of their faith, 4,602
souls, a number larger than has ever been report-
ed for any year in the story of the work of this
Board. This is an increase of over ten per cent.,
making the present church membership 47,122.

Thereare 18 theological achools in which 316
students are in preparation for the ministry.

TThere are 113 boarding and high schools with
an attendance of 7,029, and 1,139 common schools
with 46,963 pupils, making a total under mission
instruction of 56,625, the largest number ever
reported from our missions.

The people themselves have paid during the
year for the support of their own Christian
institutions the unprecedented sum of $118,753.

Comparing the wages in the Orient and Occident,
it is safe to say that this swn fairly represents in
labor and sacrifice more than $1,000,000 represents
in this country, while the number of the givers
is one-tenth of that of the Congregational churches
of the United States.

These statements show how imposzible it is to
give by the means of figures even a glimpse of
the volume and power of the work we are con-
ducting. Resistless in its force, increasing in
volume and momentum, breaking down opposi-
tion, continually winning adherents all because
the work and workers are owned of the Lord, our
work so successfully planted i pushing on to
victory, thao victory which overcomes the world.

ROME VS. THE BRITISH SABBATH.

The distinctive attitude of Roman Catholicism
towards the Sabbath—dividing the day into
separate portions, one sacred, for worship, the
other secular, for amusement—has hitherto not
had much influence on English custom.

Just now, however we are face to face with
an insidious beginning in that direction. A cer-
tain Roman Catholic cricket club bas arranged
for the playin of a series of Sunday cricket
matches with public schools under Catholic
management, and the secretary has informed a
Press representative that they hope to carry this
system further.

Ibisstated that it has long been the custom
of thesecolleges and schools to indulge in Sun-
day games, but from deference to general Eng-
lish opinion they have kept their games among
themselves. Now, however, a campaign to break
down this social ‘‘prejudice” is about to be
initiated, and these are the first; steps.—7he Lon-
don Christian.

ONE REWARD OF TEMPERANCE.

Some noteworthy statistics have heen given by
John Wilson, M.P., at the anuual meeting of
the Scottish Tewmperance Life Assurance Co.,
dealing with the length of abstainers’ lives.
The statement made embraced a period of fifteen
years, and a comparison was instituted between
“temperance” claimg and those made by non-
abstainers, as bub 47 per cent. in the case of
abstainers.

Testimony like this is beyond even a quibble.
It settles the question of longevity in favor of
temperance. To the Christian man, whose su-
preme joy is in the service of his Lord, such evi-
dence of total abstinence over moderation is
matter for thankfulness. TFor mere length of
Christian life the temperance man will have more
extended opportunities for doing good than the
non-abstainer.—Sel.
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Many souls in India are waiting for frecdom to
contess Clivist. A high ceaste llindu Nicodemus
came by nigut to Dr. Chambetlain 1ccently, and
in leaving said ¢ ¢ Siv, I am not a Christian. I
am still regarded as & devout Hindu. I still per-
form enougl. Hindu ceremonics to avoid suspi-
¢ion, but in my heart I dare not deny the claims
of the Bible.” Caste, wealth, position, family,
all hold him back. Inthe end he acknowledged
he would have to accept Christianity at all cost.
““But how can I do it now and bring ruin upon
my family #°

Will you pray for that man? ‘Ihere ave thou-
sands like him in the far Ease.— Pkil, Pres.

THE WORLD'S NEED.

Dr. John H. Barrows, having travelled through
and taken careful observations in India and
Japan, writes: ‘I have scen enough of Chrisiian
evangelism to fill me with joyous lwpes. Inever
met a missionary in India or Japan who was
doubtful about the final result. And I have seen
enough of the practical workings of lHindooism,
Buddhism, and Islam, to erystalize into adaman-
tine firmness my previous conviction of their fu-
tility to give the soul peace with God, to reinove
the weight of guilt and grief, to lay the founda-
tion of a vigoreus individual and national moral-
ity, and to brighten earth with the light of a
blessed immiortality.

*The notion that Asia does not need the Gospel
of Christ hecause of the refined and lofty moral
senbiments in the sacred books of the East, or be-
cause Oriental speakers trained in  Christian
schools and shaped by Christian environn.ents are
able to make an wyreeable impression expeunding
their faith on Christian platforms, is born of
ignorance. The world needs Christ, and to
us more than to any other pcople belongs the
fulfilment of the commission to evangelize the
nations.”’

PROTESTANTISM IN SPAIN.

Here is the Protestans exhibit as given in the
Independent, of London, England: ¢ Fifty-six
pastors, 35 evangelistsand 116 places which are
used either as schools or places for public wor-
ship. The number of regular communicants is
3,442, and the number of attendants, 9,194, The
day schools number 116, having over them 61
male and 78 female teachers., On the registers
the number of boys inscribed is 2,545 ; of girls,
2,095. The Sunday-schools number 80, and have
183 teachers or monitors, and 3,231 scholars.
Protestantism in Madrid has a committee for the
issuing and supervision of its religious publica-
tions. There ave six periodicals, viz., £l Chris-
tiano, La Luz, El Eiangdista, Tl Teralde ;. also a
review known as La Revisia Cliistiana, and a
pictorial publication for childien called El dmigo
de la Infancia, which is much sought after and
very popular among the young peuple. The Bible
Society has its deput in Madiid, which serves as a
centre from which its agents branch out into
cities, towns and villages as oppourtunity serves.
The woik of culportage is extremely active, and
has the unceasing opposition of the priests.”
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YUKON EXPERIENCES.

The Methodist Church in Canada has two mis-
sionaries in Yukon, Messrs., Turner and Iether-
ington. They reached there, the former first, in
August. The latter writes to his Board in
Toronto that on arrival —

‘I started ab once to prepare a place to pitch
my tent. The hummocks of moss and grass had
to be levelled, and as the town site is on a frozen
morass which thaws to a depth of two feet, I had
to pack saw-dust and shavings from a mill about
half a mile away in order to raise up a place on
which to sleep, so that I might be a enfticient dis-
tance from the cold, wet muck.

¢ My first Sabbath was quite a surprise to me.
We hold our services still in the large tent pur-
chased by Mr. Turner. At the morning service
there were about 75 present ; at the evening 140,
or as many as our tent would hold—some had to
go away. The singing was most inspiring.
Bveryone seemed to”sing witha will. I never
was in a place where there is so much and willing
talent for all kinds of Church work,

¢ Our accommodation at present is not at all
adequate to the demand. Wce are hoping to have
our new church ready for services in two or three
weeks. I am starting out in the moraing for a
tour of Bonanza, Eldorado, and Hunker, to spy
out the land and see if I can do anything in the
line of collecting for the Church.

¢ Bro. Turner and I wcnt four miles up the
Yukon on Tuesday and gathered moss all day for
our church. Yesterday I went up again and put
it on a raft and took it down. To-day we are
baving it hauled up, as also the logs, to the
church site.”

PROGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EN-
DEAVOR.

The report of General Seccretary Baer on the
growth and present strength of the Christian En-
deavor Societies throughout the world, con-
tains the following suinmaries :

In 1881 there was one society and 57 members.
In 1397 there are 50,750 societies and a total
membership of 3,000,000.

Pennsylvania has Junior soc 1,387;New York has
1,288; Illinois, 983; Ohio, 970, California, &51.
Indiana, 549; Iowa, 518, and Massachusetts
517.

The banner given to the Statc that has made
the largest gaius goes this year to Ohio. The
second Junior banuer goes frum Mcexico to Spain.

There are 366 intermediate societies, Califor-
nia leading with 51, Illinvis having 44, Ohio 32
and Penusyhania 27, The mothers socicties
number 7C, Illinuis leading with 30, Pennsyivania
having 20 and Kansas 11,7 Twenty-scven Senior
socicties have been organized, Culifornia, New
Hainpshire and Pennsylvania each having 3 and
Connecticut 2,

THE
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England has 3,925 socicties; Canada has 3,390,
Austrulin, 2,124;Scotland, 458; Wales, 311;1ndia,
250 ; Irclund, 569; Madagascar, 93; France, 68;
Mexico, 100; Japan, 66, West Indics, 63; Turkey,
41; China, 13; Afriea, 52; Germany, 32.

The badge banner for the greatest proportion-
ate mmcrease in the number ot societies, now held
by Scotland, will go to the Endeavorers of the
Emerald sle.

Inthe United States the Presbyterians have
5,531 young people’s and 2,931 junior societies;
the Congregationalists come next, with 4,156
young people’s and 1,322 j» nior; Baptists, 2,640
young people’s and 1,080 junior; Cumberlund
Presbyterians, 867 youny people’s and 361 junior;
Mothodist Protestaunts 971 young people’s and
251 juniors; Lutherans, 869 young people’s and
324 juniors, nearly forty demoninations being
represented.

A missionary roll of honor contains the names
of 10,468 societies that have given nearly $500,-
000 to missions through their own demonina-
tional missionary boards.—Sel.

THE MORMON EVIL.

The Mormons have obtained a footing in our
own North West, An interview with one of
their leading men in Ontario, as reported in the
Globe some tune since, represented them in a very
favorable light. A careful reading of the follow-
ing from the Philadelphia Presbyterian, will show
how much dependence is to be placed upon their
statements regarding themselves, and the need
of watchfulness in our own land with regard to
them.

¢ People have been deceived in allowing Utab to
be cunverted into a state. Senator Edmund’s

provision was thought to be 2 good thing at the-

time, but Mormon ingenuity and influence have
practically overcome it. Polygamy is still re-
cognized and practiced. The Mormons are as
strong under Statehood as they were under Terri-
torial regulations, and have become more of a
political power.  Nor have the grosser forms of
their system becn climinated, as was generally
expectud.  Their cause is spreading rather than
diminishing. Something more must be done if
we are not, as a nation, to suffer materially and
morally from this politico-religious agency.

Mormonism is far worse than it appears upon
itsface. It wears the Christian garb, but is a
product of Satan. 1t uses Bible terms, but
assigns to them a far Aifferent idea from what
they naturally convey to the honest mind.

Tt debnses and degrades God and his Son Jesus
Christ by its materialistic and procreative con-
ceptions of them, It teaches damnable heresies.
It degrades the inarvitalrelation.  Itis the enemy
of our Nationad government. It has nosympathy
with true Ameriean patriotism. It is an exotic.
It is foreign to the spirit, genius, laws, and life
of our republic. It binds the conscience and cun-
duct by oath and obligations utterly subversive
of our cherished institutions.

3s]
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Those who have studied it most carefully, who
have watched it most diigently and who have
lived for years in its midst, dread it exceedingly
us a hostile and demoralizing  power. They
claim that it is making daily converts, and that
it is rapidly gaining the balance of power in the
West, and if unchecked, will do g0 in the nativn
at large. Some persons are dispused to ridicule
any such claim, but there is no denying the fact
that Mormonism is progressing at an alarmingly
rapid rate, and that its leaders are shrewd, dar-
ing, and persistent, intent upon carrying out their
purposes in the face of opposition and at all
hazards.  Thus fur they have succeeded all the
more readily in their plans, becuuse they have
been able to hoodwink the American publie,
because they disclaimm all evil intentions and be-
cause the people, East and West, blindly think
that no harm can come of their movement, as it
is so contrary to nineteenth century enlighten-
ment and progress.

But here are some facts which should open our
eyes and arouse deep consideration. It is com-
puted that ¢ fully eighty per cent. of the recog-
nized fallen women in Salt Lake City are Mor-
mons, without taking account of polygamous
relations ” It is further stated, upon good
authority, that ¢ polygamny is practiced in pro-
bably every hamlet in Utah and by all classes,
from the first Presidency down; and it is iinpossi-
ble to touch it by State law, so thoroughly are
both polities and law in Morinon hands.”

Another investigator says: ‘‘Mormonisin is
just what it always has been, save in two points
—that ““ blood atonement” is not known to be
taught or practiced, and that it is no longer an
ignorant foe, but has become largely an intelli-
gent one. There are probably two thousand five
hundred young Mormons now studying above the
eighth grade of public schools—largely 1n
““church” schools, where they are taught Mor-
monism on an educational basis.”

Another writer says: ‘There are scventeen
hundred *‘ missionaries” now at work outside of
Utah, mostly in the Central and Southern States.
It is said that the Mormons have gathered one
hundred congregations in South Carolina during
the year, half of which have houses of worship of
some kind. The policy of the Mormons is to
crowd non Mormons out of Utah by business
methods, and in this way they hope to steadily
lessen the financial and moral resources of Chris-
tianity where Christian work is most needed.”

Mormonism is an enemy that is not to be met
with an army, but with the weapons of truth.
We talk of the terrible bavoc wrought in Cuba
through Spanish 1ule, and rise up in arms in the
interests of humanity, yet we allow s fucto the
best welfare of our republie, not unly to continue
its degrading work, but to have access to all vur
States through its emissaries of darkness in the
shape of its nussionaries, who are unly wolves in
sheep's clothing, or the agents of Satan in the
garb of angels of light. Is this right? Is it wise?
Is it patriotic? Is it humanitarian ?”
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PROTESTANT REVIVAIL IN PERU.

Rev. T. B. Wood, writing some months since
from Peru, says :

The port of Callao, in I’eru, has been visited
with a religious revival ona scale never before
known in its history. The English community
has been convulsed, and the movement has affect-
21 the other foreign communities and been felt
among the native masses. The singular import-
ance of this movement is hest seen by looking
first at the circumstances under which it took
place.

In the republic of Peru there are restrictions on
religious liberty which perpetuate the spirit of the
Spanish Inquisition. Protestants settled in the
country fall under the spell of that spirit and geb
into the way of keeping their religion a secret.
Even Britons and North Americans, with all their
characteristic holdness, cannot escape the spell,
and as arule keep at a minimum the open testi-
imoney of their faith.

The Protestant churches built by the English-
speaking communities of Callao and Lima are
constructed in such a way that no one can dis-
cover from the outside that they are churches.
The onc in Callao has been hept closed most of the
time for years; and whenever it is opened great
anxiety is shown Ilest something should ocecur
that might displease the native archbishop or the
papal delegate in Lima.

The young people of the English speaking com-
munity grow up in a suffocating atmosphere, and
as a result their spiritual natures are sadly atro-
phied. An evangelistic revival in such surround-
ings, counting among its trophies a large propor-
tion of young people, deserves to be considered a
spiritual miracle of a high order.

Such a miracle hascome to pass. The prepara-
tions for it began in 1291, when some North Ame-
rican Methodist missivonaries settled in Callao to
carry on the work among the natives begun by
Rev. Francisco Penzotti, embracing the whole
~oast from Chili to Parama, and in places pene-
trating the interior.

These operatio: . though designed for the
masses of the people, have reactel on the foreign
communities, especially in Callao, the headquar-
ters, and had gradually affected the English-
speaking people in wider and wider circles.

The movement took more definite shape not
long since in a series of meetings, when seckers
after salvation came forward night after night—
old, middle-aged, aud young—notably the youth
of hoth sexes belonging toa high school conducted
by the American missionaries.

The like was never hefore known in Peru. The
effects are already widespread, andare extending
more and more. The converts are remaining
firm and developing zcal for Bible study and for

activity in Christian service. No backsets have.

occurred. No defections have appeared. The
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powers of darkness indeed are raging, but that is
a good sign.

All the converts are bilingual, some of them
trilingual, and are destined to exert influence
through Spanish as well as English and German
Experience in other parts of South America has
shown that such converts become the most efficient
agents of evangelism in these countries. In the
present case the cireles of young people connected
with the mission schools form a centre of influ-
ence whose importance is incalcuable.

THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK IN CHINA.
BY REV. JUDSON SMITH, D.D.
Foreign Secvetavy of the A, B. C F. M,

China hes been the desire and the despaic of
the Christian world from the beginning of the
century. The London Mission Society, in
the person of Robert Morrison, ninety-years
ago began the evangelization of the Celestial
Empire. Twenty-one years later the American
Board, first of all American societies, in the per-
son of Elijah C. Bridgman, assumed its share in
the work. And, one by one, other societies
came to the field, all finding a place of entrance
rather than a field inviting their presence.

Tn 1842, when thefivetreaty ports wercopened
there wasa considerabie inecrease in the volume
of missionary effort, but China as a whole was not
opened to missionaries until the close of the war
of 1860. From that time onward the number of
laborers has steadily increased, until at the pre-

-gent time aboub fifty different societies are re-

presented, and every one of the provinces of
China has been entered and work begun.

It has been the sense of the greatness of the
problem rather than the assurance of immediate
and large results which bas maintained this
steady interest inthe evangelization of the empire.
For the first fifty years after Morrison set foot in
China the results were so meagre that, viewed
by themselves, they would have discouraged all
further attempt to introduce the gospel. Only a
few hundred converts had been made, the mission
schools were small, and at no point was there any
distinet promise of immediate advance.

But when the first Shanghai Conference gatber-
ed in 1877, nearly seventy years after the be-
ginning, a change had taken place and 13 000
Protestant communicants were reported, with
schools of a high order in several of the missions
and a Christian literature of goodly proportions.
Fromthis time onward the gains have beensteady,
constantly accelerating and full of cheer.

In 1890, when the second Shanghai Conference
gathered the communicants had nearly trebled in
number, educational work had made a marked
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advance, the number of missionaries was well-
nigh doubled, and the presence of the missionary,
hitherto confined almost exclusively to a narrow
border along the sea coast, had by this time
reached to he farthest inland points, and seemed
like a formal occupation of the empire.

Butall the gains that had been reported at
this Conference of 1890 wereslight compared with
the prodigious advance that has been made since
that date, and particularly during the lnst few
years. Whether wo consider the openness of
the field, the accessibility of the people, the num-
bers seeking admission to churches, the number
and quality of those cmployed in the native
agency as pastors and teachers, the thronged
condition of mission schonls and the high order
of ability that is trained in them, or the new
spirit that is abroad in the empire inquiring after
the knowledge nud arts and machinery and meth-
ods of Western life, it is plain that a crisis has
been reached, that China is entering upon a
new era which promises the best things for the
growth of the missionary work as well as for the
reformation of the government and the improve-
ment of the conditions of the people.

When we remember the ninety yearsof mission-
ary service that have been spent upon China, the
scores and hundreds of able and devoted men and
women whose lives have been given to luying the
foundations, and when we mark the breadth and
solidity of the work already done, the churches
and schools and hospitals and homes where the
Christian faith and life are embodied, and notc
how widely their leavening influence is felt, how
gre.b is their moral power, how ripe the barvest
in o thousand fields, and how in other lines --
political, educational, commercial, and socinl—
a new era is dawning upon this great empire of
the East, we are awed and thrilled as the plans of
God aredisclozed and our duty set in clearestlight.

It is the critical and inspiring hour, when
Bulcher’s reinforcements arrive and the stubborn
contest goes atlast against the French. Tt is
enough to inspire enthusiasm in the coolest ob-
servers—enough to kindle faith in the veriest
skeptics—to be on the field at this tine and note
the signs of change and feel the impulse of still
greater changes just at hand. Our men and
women at the front have toiled in patience and
waited in hope through weary years and countless
obstacles, until at last their victory is near and
the land may be won.

It is not to be thought of that at this juncture,
just as the accumulated results of years is with-
in grasp and the great end we have prayed and
labored for is in sight, that now we should slacken
our hand and withold our men and our gifts—
and suffer the victory to slip from our grasp.
Faith in God, loyalty to thehonored dead and the
living—equally deserving our honor—consistency
with ourselves and our p.ayers, the carefil hus-
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banding of cosb anéd labors past, these all conspire
resistlessly to pressus on to finish the work and
win theland to God.

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS IN CHINA.

MRS. J. T. GRACEY.

The interest in the movement against foot-
binding in China is spreading throughout the
country, not only among the missionaries and in
their schools, but among all classes of the popu-
lation. The bandages ave heing loosened, and
many prominent men say that the custom shall
cease asfar ag their children arcconcerned. It
is & most significant fact that a native oflicial in
southern China has recently issued a proclama-
tion forbidding the expenditure of large sums of
money for betrothals, and discouraging she custom
of foot-hinding. Another conservative oflicial has
written an introduction to an anti-foot-binding
tract.  Parlor meetings have been held also in
several cities by English ladies intevested in the
movement. In the city of Shanghai a gentleman,
the manager of a sillkz factory, arranged for*a
meeting, and the women aud girls, numbering
nearly a thousand, were allow to attend. Speeches
were made by several ladies, and a Chinese
Christian woman presented the subject with great
force, and the women, by nods and words, con-
firmed all she said. At a second meeting held
in the sunie city a number of Lurcopean ladies
were in attendance, and some of the Chincse
women said they were willing to co-operate in
the efforts being wade by them to abolish the
enstom,

INustrated literature bearing on the subject was
freely distributed. A Chinese gentleman living
near Tientsin has contributed one huncred dol-
lars toward the expenses of the m.vement, and
others have signitied sheir willingness to make
donations fur literature on the subject, to be dis-
tributed.

It was @ moment of supreme delight to our
workers when the Annual Conference in Foochow,
China, at the earnest recommendation of the
Woman’s Conference, adopted resolutions forbid-
ding binding of the feet of any Christian child,
the betrothal of sous to bound-footed girls, and
that all Christian women, when possible, shall
unbind the feet, and thatall bound-fooied children
of Christian parvents shall unbind.

Surely these are mosb significant signs cf a
revolution in some of the ancient and cruel cus.
tomsof the old Empire.—Jrs..J. 1. Gracey in
Woman’s disstonary JFriend.

North Africa has one Protestant missionary to
125,000 Moslems; the Sahara has one to 2 500,-
0u0, the Soudan, one to 43,600,000, West Afriea,
one to 30,000, Central Afvica, one to 8,000,
South Africa, one to 14,000 heathen.
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COLPORTAGE INCIDENTS IN SPAIN.

The colporteur in Santander, Spain, has labored
in that field for several years. Several times dur
ing the year, at the instigation of the priest,
plots have beer formed to waylay him, reb him of
his bouks, and {o maltreat him so as to make him
afraid to return to the district. Bubt in every
case he has been providentially warned, orhas
been able to confront and confound those who
have appeared on his path with the purpose to
assault him.

lie has 2 sense of humor that stands him in
goud stead, and with his kindly wit he often
parties successfully o vicious thrust or a malici-
ous attack.

A few weeks ago, in o remote village where he
had been but once or twice hefore, he had sold
several Gospels and other portions of Scripture,
and the village pricst became alarmed. He saw
him approaching with the evident intention of
stopping his work by some sort of an attack. A:
our good colpurteur avoids & scene when he well
can, he stepped into a dark corner and let the
irate priest go by. Then he quietly followed to
see what would happen.

Perplexcd at having lost track of his man, the
priestcame up to a woman, one of hisparishioners,
and said to her:—

“Teresa, there is a fellow who wears a black
cap and who carries a bundle of hooks in a hand-
kerchief which he ig selling.  They ave bad books,
and I want to cateh him and to stop his mis-
chief.”

““Yes,” she replied, *“I have seen him.”

“WWell, when yon meet him again, stop him,
and talk with him, while you send your boy run-
ning to thochurch and tell him {o xing the small
bell three times gently, and I will come at once,
and we will catch thaw fish.”

The priest goes on, and the colporteur thinks
for a moment what he hetter do. It is plain that
he will not be able to scll much, ifany, more, in
that village, but he does not wish to Le hustled
outof it too unceremoniously. He has it: I
willwait a little until the priest reaches his house
where he will await the message from Teresa.”

No sooner thought than done. He avoids the
good woman, and slipping through the streets
makes his way to the poreh of the church where
he gently rings ““the small bell three times,”
places a copy of the Gospel of Juhin on the stone
bench at the end of the cord, and then scts him-
self to watch.

Presently the priest, onoe woman, and two men
como out of his house and go 0 the poarch of the
church. There he soon saw thew in a fine flutter,
and then running out into the strect ind looking
up and down for the sprite thet had divined their
thoughts.

From asafe distance he ~tuod outb, in the mddle
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of the road that they might sec him, and then he
waved his handkerchief in farewell to the priest
and prudently hastened away.

These episudes, grave and gay, are repeating
themscelies continually in his experwnce, but
through them all ho keeps his temper und loses
neither courage, hepe, nor faith.

The colporteurin the district of Zaragora, dis-
heartened on the afternovn of afeast day, because
he had found it so hard to awaken any interest
in the Scriptures, strolled out into the fields.
Seeing a group of women seated on the grass
under the shade of a tree, knitting, he approach-
ed and asked if they would not like to have him
read aloud as they worked.

With the easy courtesy of such simple people
they were much pleased with the thought, and
for an hour he read from the Gospelsand from the
Acts ¢f tho Apostles. They were cnchanted.
They could not praise the book too highly. They
wondered what it wus, and where they could geb
it.

They wero stillfull of their delight and of their
praises when the men of the party arrived, and
the conversation became a serious discussion of
the Scriptures, and of religion in general.

To their surprise they found that they were
talking with a Protestant, and that the wonder-
fully interesting and beautiful book was the I'ro-
testant Bible which their priest had been of late
especiully denouncing because *‘aman was in the
neighborhood sclling Protestant books full of im-
morality and of heresy.”

The whole company returned together to the
village in the cool of the evening, and at a later
hour the men brought other companions to the
inn where our colporteur was staying.

The result was that, insteadof leaving the place
the next day in despair, he stayed a week, made
many friends, and sold a considerable number of
Secriptures, and brought abuout a revolution of
senliment in the community respecting Pro-
testants and the Protestant religion.—DBible So-
ciely Record.

In an out-station at Necllore, India, is a village
where a little handfnl of Christians have bueen
strugaling for a long time to guba little chapel
and schoelhouse of theirown.  We promised tiem
a door and window if they wouid do the rest, and
when we wengs out to the dedication we ceuld
hardly avoid sharing the maniiest pride the poor
people had in showing us the house they had buils
to the Lord. itis only 2 mud hut covered with
palm leaves, hut we Coubt if Solomon felt any
prouder at the dedication of the temple. A
church will be organized as soon as the peopleare
able and willing to call and support their own
pastor, which, we think, will be very soon.”’—

R. DOWNIE, in Baptist Hission Levicw.
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BUSINESS MANTMS.

Maintain dignity without the appearance of
pride. Persevere ugainst discouragement. Keep
your temper. Be punctual and methodical in
business, and never procrastinate. Ireserve self-
possession, and do not be talked out of conviction.
Never be ina hurry. Rise early, and be an econ-
omist of time. Practice strict temperance. Man-
ner is something with cverybody, and everything
with some. Be guarded in discourse, attentive,
and slow to speak. Never acquiesce in immoral
or pernicious opinions. Be not forward to assign
reasons to those whobave noright to ask. Think
nothing in conduet unimportant or indifferent.
In all your transactions remember the final
account.

THE PSALMS OF DAVID.

They bave furnished the bridal hymmns, the
battle songs, the pilgrim marches, the penitential
prayers, and the public praises, of every nation in
Christendom sinee Christendom washorn. These
psalms haye rolled through the din of every Euro-
pean battle ; they have pealed through the scream
of the storm in every ocean highway of the earth.
They crossed the ocean with the Mayflower
pilgrims ; they were sung around Cromnwell’s
camp fires, and his Ironsides charged to their
music, while they have filled the peaceful homes
of our land and of Christendom with the voice of
supplication, and the breath of praise. In palace
halls, by happy hearths, in squulid rooms; in
pauper wards, in prison cells, in crowded sanctua-
ries, in lonely wildernesses, everywhere these
psalms have uttered our moan of contrition and
our song of trinmph, our tearful complaints, and
our wrestling, conquering prayer.. —J. BALDWIN
Browx.

TIIE PRISONERS WANTED TO PRAY.

One day in the prison, at the closeof a discourse
which was full of the true life, the minister said
(and you will excuse the plainness of his lan-
guage) “ T am going to pray ; if any fellow here
wanis to get into this prayer with me I would
like t¢ see him stand up.”  Almoss instantly, so
quick it stopped our breath te see it done, that
whole congregation of seven hundred men stood
on its feet.

This brother said to me afterwards, ¢ what do
you make of this?” Said I, “I muake of it that
every man is in a condition that he does not wish
to1omain in ; he wants to ges to a better place ;
Christ offers it to him, nobody else does.” These
men do not have any teaching ahout evolution to
trouble them. One man says, ‘I don’t care
whether there was any Fall then, Tknow Iam
down and X want to geg up.”?

In personal expericuce, we shallhavean answer
to this skepticism, and everything else. The
Holy Spiritia going to tell us of Christ, and He
will be the light thas lighteth the world ; every
individual ; our individual consciences will all
nnderstand it.1 > —CHAPLAIN BARNES, in Zimes of
Lefreshing.
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WHY I AM A PRESBYTERIAN.

Being urged, notlong since, to give before
large congregation in « sister church my reasons
for being o Presbyterian. I cunsented to do so in
the interests of true church unity and a broader
Christian charity. I limited myself, however, to
ten reasons, which were in outline, as follows:—

1. Because I was born and grew up within the
Presbyterian Church, my father being a ruling
elder in the church. Birth, education and en-
vironment very largely determine church as well
as political relations.

2. Because the Presbyterian Church by her
provisions for the formual consecration of children
in infant baptism, family worship and parental
training in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord, both secured me to her serviceand impress-
cd me with her efliciency in securing the religious
welfare of children.

3. Because the Presbyterian Church has helped
and still continues to help me to hear Christ only

~a8my Saviour and Lord. Not but that other
Churches may do likewise, for such is the true
test of the worth of any church, but the test of
fitness formembership in the Presbyterian Church
ig only loyalty to Christ, as Saviour and Lord;
not subscription to a creed, but devotion to Christ
according to his word.

4. Because the Presbyterian Church fosters an
intelligent faith in Christ, urging each individual
to thinkanddecidefor himself as eachcase appeals
tohisreason and conscience. She providesamply
for the better education of the membership, and
requires that her ministers shall have completed
a classical course in college and an approved
course in theological training before being induct-
ed into the ministry. She seeks to move men by
intelligent conviction.

5. Because the Presbyterian Church clings so
tenaciously to, and is so jealousfor the supremacy
;)ff , the Word of God, as the only infallible rule of

ife.

6. Because the Presbyterian Church suffers no
man to lord it over the conscience of the indivi-
dual, she having stood for_civil and religious
liberty, even at the cost of blood and treasure.

7. Because the Presbyterian Church so em-
phasizes the very comf~rting doctrine of the
Sovercignty of God, while always acknowledging
also the free agency of mnen,

8. Because the government of the Preshyterian
Church scems to me both Scriptural and wise,
affording the largesb liberty consistent with
efficieney, protecting the rights of the individual,
and able to exercise discipline effectively. Only
her oflicers are required to subscribe to her Con-
fessions of Faith, and to that only as containing
the system of doctrinetaught in the Seripinres.

9. Because the Presbyterian Church exercises
broad charity, showing great facility of adapta-
tion in her work as well as constant readiness o
co-operate with all the evangelical Churches in
Gospel work, She accepts their baptism and
ordination as valid.

10. Because the Presbyterian Church is emin-
ently a missionary Church, growing more and
more in earnest to carry out the Lord’s command
to preach the Gospel to every creature.—Sel
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THE POWER OIF SYMPATIIY.

A friend was asked, ‘‘ Wnatis the seeret of
Wilberforee’s success?”” ¢ In his power of sym-
pathy,? was the ready aunswer. le was large-
hearted, generous, and liberal. He went stiaight
to the front, and threw himself heart and soul
into every project which had good for its object.

It was said of Norman Macleod that sympathy
was the first and the last thing in his character.
He found in humanity so much to interest him,
The most commonplice men and women yiclded
upsome contribution of humanity. ‘‘When he
came to sce me,”” said a blacksmith, ‘‘he spoke
as if he had been a smith Liwmself, hut he never
went away without leaving Christ in my heart.”’

ABOUT THEATRE-GOIXG.
BY REV. F. B. MEYER, LOXDONX,

I wasasked the other day to give my opinion
about theatres and theatre-going. I suppose if I
were to deal with that question I should be asked
my opinion about joining in a country dance, of
reading novels, and of wearing ornaments. Our
minds so easily drift into guestionings, the solu-
tion of which we like 1o have given patly and con-
cisely by some one whose opinion we have come
to respect.

But in this way we are deprived of the benefits
of that soul-discipline and training which are
beyond price. That is, you cannot buy them
ready made from any one else; you have to acquire
them from the teaching of God in your life.

Instead, therefore, of giving my sentence on
these questions, it seems wiser to urge all those
whoare in perplexity to ask, “‘Lord, what wilt
thou have me do? »

Let us see how this will work out with respect
tothe theatre. Supposing yon are really anxious
to know God’s will, you may argue the matter out
on paper. Drawing the line down the middle,
you may place on the one side all the reasons far
going, and on the ather those that make againsg
it.

FOR GOING.

One may learn lessons that will help to mould
character and conduct.

I have a taste for the drama.

I do not wish to appear singular.

Many professing Christians go.

It seems to me part of a liberal education.

It issurely a stronger method of life to go to
these places, and resist the evil, than to abstain
from going for fear of contracting evil influences.

FOR ABSTAINING FROM GOING.

Theatre-going is inimical to a close walk with
God, for the mind is too excited and dazzled to
be able to sctile to the evening and morning
prayer.
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Theatre-going is avowedly one of the chief
amusements of worldly people, and surely it can-
not be a pastime for one who has been redeemed
out of this world for the service and possession of
Christ.

Theatre-going brings its devotee into close con
tact with some of the worst people in all greab
cities and towns, who congregate there; and the
contact is sought in the way of pleasure, and not
of business or desire to save them. Surely such
fellowship must come wunder the injunction,
‘ Mave no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, hut rather reprove them.”

Theatre-going helps to maintain a system which
is inimical to the best interests of those whoare
employed on the stage, as is proved by abundans
testimony of those who have gone through the
fire.

Theatre-going on the part of a Christian will
set an evil example to those who are undecided
and hesitating, and who may he led much further
than the Christian who first set the example was
prepared to go. N

Theatre-going exposes the soul to the spirit-of
voluptuousness, the excitement and stimulation
of our sensuous nature; and in some cages sugges-
tions are made which stir thoughts and passions
that had best be left dormant.

Such are some of the reasenings which I suppose
some of my feliow Endeavorers would pen on
cither side of their paper. There may be others
which have not ocecurred to me, but these will
suflfice. Now give a numerical value to cachof
them, weigh these and assign some numeral for
their value; then ask, solemnly and prayerfully,”
“ What would Jesus like to have me do?’

It is not necessary to argue whether or not a
theatrz may be kept pure, nor to contend for an
ideal theatre, nor to quote names of authorities
on this side or on that. All thisis beside the
mark. Wehave taken the pledge and made the
promise to abide inall things by the good pleasure
and will of Jesus Christ. If he is not satisfied, it
matters little what else may be said.

The soldier is not expested to reason or argue or
advance his own opinions, but to abide by his
captain’s orders; and if, abt times, there is no
specific charge as to his method of action, then it
is for you to consider what the captain would bhe
likeliest to demand, what may fairly be deduced
from all thas he h..;said and ordained in the past.

But always and everywhere the soldier must
not entangle himself with the cares and riches
and pleasures of this world, lest they choke the
word that it hbecome unfruitful, and he displease
him who chose him to be a soldier.. ~C. Z., World.

A humble man is a joyous man. There is no
worship where there is no joy. For worship is
something more than either the fear of God or the
love of Him. It is delight in Him.,—FaBEr.
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CONVERTED IN A PRISON CELL.
BY D. L. }MOODY.

I once visited the Tombs Prison, New York., I
found a great many innocent men under lock and
key, and they were all trying to justify them-
selves. There was no one guilty but the con-
stables, the justices or magistrates. They were
the guilty ones. But I found one man in a cell
alone. He had his elbows on his knees, and had
his head buried in his hands. I could sce the
streams of tears running down upon his cheeks.
Isaid: “ My friend how is it with you here?”
He said: ¢ Oh! sir, my sins are more than I can
hear.”?

‘“Thank God for that !*’ said I.

“How is it that yon are glad that my sins are
more than I can bear?”

‘“If they are more than you can bear you can
cast them on the Lord Jesus.”

‘“He will not bear my sins. Why, I am the
worst man living fo-day.”? And he began enu-
merating his sins, and what a load it was for him
to bear.

It was refreshing to stand there and hear him
tell me. The Lord Jesus had got into that cell
and into that man’s heart; and X told him so ;
and I told him to prey to God to forgive him and
to take away his sin.

He thought God would never forgive such a
sinuer as he was. I told him: “You can get all
those sins, multiplied by ten thousand, forgiven ;
hecause you have committed probably ten thou-
sand more sins than you bave thought of. You
can sum them all up and write underneath, ¢The
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth from all
sin.’”  And I stood there and preached the Gos-
pel to that thirsty soul. He seemed to drink it
1m.

I said: *‘Letus go down here and pray.” And
we did, he inside and I outside.

After I got through prayer I said : ¢“ My friend,
now you pray.’? :

“Ipray! It would be blasphemy for me to
pray—for a wretch like me to call upon God.”

I said to him: ‘““Call upon God. Ask for
mercy. That's what you want, Ask Him to have
mercy upon you.

The poor wreteh could not lift bis eyes toward
Heaven. He knelt down on the pavement, and
all he could say was: *“God be mereiful to me, a
vile wreteh.”?

After his prayer I put my hand through the
window in the deor. Ie got hold of it and shook
it, and a tear fell on my band. The tear scemed
to burn in my very sonl. Isaid: ““Iam going to
the hotel between nine and twelve o’cleck. I
want you to join in prayer, and make up your
mind that youn will not sleep to-night ill you
know.”

That night I got very much interested in prayer
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for the man. My heart was so overborne that I
could not go back to Chicago without going down
to the prison to see him. When I got there and
saw him the remorse and despair had all disap-
peared. His face was lit up with a heavenly
glow, and tears of joy began to flow, He seized
my bhand and shook it, and said : ‘I believe I am
the happiest man in all New York. I thought
when they brought me to this prison I never
should go out again. I thought I could never see
ay godly mother again. Now I thank God that
they hrought me, for if they had not I would
never have known Christ.”” e said when
he prayed the Lord Jesus heard his prayer and
came into that celland saved his soul. —Selected.

A GOOD CONSCIENCE.

The costliest thing in the world is a good con-
science. To buy it you may he obliged to sell every-
thing you have. In secking it you may need
every hour of your days. You do not possess a
talent it ‘may not require of yon, or a pleasure it
may not ask you to giveup. What is dearest to
you may be the last farthing—nay, the very first
farthing—needed for the purchase. Truly a good
conscience is the most expensive of lnxuries.

And yet there is nothing in all this world so
cheap as a good conscience. No one is too poor to
buy one. The price of one is never more than a
man has. Aund after it is bought, though a man
has given for it the wealth of a Rothschild, in
comparison with the joy of it he has scarcely spent
a penny. Though he has lavished a life time to
gain it, he knows that he has but begun to live.
Without it all possessions are profitless and dis-
appointing; with it, the joy of the greatest delight
is doubled. Without it, a palace is a hovel; with
it, a hovelisa palace.

Your reason assents to this and your experience
provesit. Why, then, do you permit yourself to
livein forgetfulnessof it? With a heedless word
you wreck a day’s chance of this vast good. With
the deed of an hour you drive it away for many a
month. If your gnining of & million dollars de-
pended on your thoughtfulness, your unselfish-
ness, your fidelity, your holiness, would these for
a moment be lacking ? How then can you pre-
tend to believe a good conscience better than a
million dollars? Until you have spent upon your
desire to stand well with your God one tithe of
the éime and pains you spend in secking your
cmployer’s good graces, how dare you think your-
self in carnest in sceking the kingdom of heaven ?
—C. E. World.

The hard working man craves leisure, bui he
who has asurplus of it hardly knows what to do
with it. Itisa good thing when wisely used,
but too much of it is ruinous to mind and body.
1t is better to he too busy than to be too idle.



LISTENING TO GOD.

A friend of mino told me that he called one
day upon a brother clergyman, who had been ill
in bed for six months. Ie said to this man, “I
expect that God Almighty had a good many
things to say to you, but you were too busy to
listen, and so he had to put you on your back,
that you might be able to give him time.”

When he was going out the thought struck
him, ‘I, too, am a busy man, and God Almighty
may have to put meon my back, that he may tell
me all he wishes.”

So le resolved that each night he would sit
quietly in his study, not reading, not writing,
but opening his heart, that God’s Spirit might
impress upon him what he designed to teach, and
criticise the life of the previous day.--F. B.
Meyer.

SECOND-HAND RELIGION.

Christians have been called ‘““the world’s
Bible.” Paul saysit was so in his time, for he
told believers, “Ye are an epistle of Christ.”
The words and ways of confessed followers of
Christ are sharply observed to ascertain what
Christianity is and what it amounts to prac-
tically.

This fact must not be lost sight of by church
members.  As they once scrutinized Christians
erc they themselves confessed Christ, so now in
turn they are under silent and ceaseless inspec-
tion by others. If the defects of Christians once
displeased and discouraged them, so now their
own defects will prove difliculties to the inquir-
ing.  Andif tho courage, enthusiasm and con-
sistency of Christians made a powerful impression
on their hearis once, so now will their fidelity to
covenant vows help others in turp.

Such scrutiny of Christians is to be expected.
It need not be feared provided shservers are fair-
minded in selecting genuine and unabridged
copies of this World’s Bible. Yet the best edition
of it extant is confessedly imperfect. In religious
as well as secular affairs the second hand should
not be selected when the first hand is equally
available. We should Jook unto Jesus if we
want to know what it is to bea Christian and how
to become one. ‘ Look untome,?”is the Saviour’s
call. “Find sin in me if you can,” is the
Master’s challenge.  ““Follow me,” is the Lord’s
command. The Christian may be the world’s
Bible, but Jesus is God’s Bible for the world.

Religious Lingraphies benefit when *hey induce
us to look unto Jesus, not only as the perfect
pattern of conduct, but the power of God to pro-
duce right conduct. Iveryinielligentlyobserved
disciple stands like JJohn the Herald, saying with
hand extended: “ Behold the Lamb of God.??
In Jesus alone we sec perfect excellence combined
with that divine eneray, which enters us by the
channel of faith and enables us to take up our
individual cross and follow him.—Philadclphia
Dreshylerian.
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TWO LEGENDS.

There is a legend in the Greelk Church about
her two favored Saints, St. Cassianus--the type
of monastic asceticism, individual character, and
St. Nicolas—the type of genial active, unselfish,
laborious Christianity.

St. Cassianus enters heaven, and Christ says to
him, ‘“What hast thou seen on earth, Cassi-
anus ?7 ¢“Tsaw,” he answered, ‘“‘a peasant
floundering with his wagon in amarsh.” " Didst
thou help him?? “No!” “\Whynot?’? I
was coming before Thee,” said St. Cassianus,
and I was afraid of soiling my white robes.

Then St. Nicolas enters heaven, all covered
with mud and mire. * Why so stained and
soiled, St. Nicolas ?” said the Lord. “Isaw a
peasant floundering in the marsh,” said St.
Nicolas, ““ and I put my shoulder to the wheel
and helped him out.” ¢ Blessed art thou,”’
answered the Lord; ¢ thou didst well : thou didst
better than Cassianus.”” And he blessed St.
Nicolas with four-fold approval.

Itis like the legend of onc whosaw an angel
writing in a book the names of thosec who loved
the Lord, and he said, ‘I pray thee have my
name written among the lovers of my fellow-
men.”?” The angel wrote and vanished. The
next night he came again with a great awaken-
ing light, and showed the name of those whom
God had blest; and lotthis man’s name read
above all the rest. One thing, my friend, is
certain, the more truly we lovethe Lord the more
thoroughly shall we love and serve our fellow-
men.—Dean Farrar.

THE SUXXY SIDE.

Some one has said that ‘¢ there is a sunny side
to everyshing except sin.”? The saying is true,
and we have only to observe things in the com-
mon way to be convinced of it. Lven sorrowsand
afllictions have a sunny <ide, for out of them come
the sweetest and brightest Liussings that we ever
find in this werld. We may not always sec the
sunny side to things, yet it is there, right in the
path of duty and right.

The world is full of sunshine, and it will peep
through the darkest clondsthat at times cover our
Jife-sky. Let us watch for it, justas we do for
other precious blessings, and then keep in its
pathway of brightness. By Leeping on thc sunny
side we only sec beauty and brightness, and the
shadowscannob touch our lires. More than this,
the sunshine itself ereeps into our souls, and we
may become sunny also. A sunny spirit is full
of love, sweetness and purity, and is more desir-
able than great riches. Sorrow cannot chill the
pulsing, happy, inner life that is crowned with
God’s precious sunlight. Not even for a momeny
can the soul-light be put oub from the temple
filled with sunshine.

So le’ us all keep upon the sunny side of life. of
the world, and aboveall, seck to walk in God’s
snnlight.  Then onr lives will he bright and true,
and will shine out in ghe world to lead others tg
the Saviour.—Clristian Work,
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LUiterary Motices.

Urique is our ¢ Book Table? this month, in
that so large a proportion of its contentsare
* home made.”

First there is our new paper for the young peo-
ple, YouTn’s IECORD, issued from this office.
Samples of the January number have been sent
out. See statement in one of the early pages of this
RECORD.

Then there is the new Presbyterian Weekly,
The Dominion Presbyterian, published in Montreal,
by |C. Blackett Robinson, who for so long pub-
lished the *“Canada Presbyterian ” in Toronto.
The firsb number has been received and is well
filled. Re samples or subscription, write to—
Mount Royal Publishing Co., Montreal.

Then come six Canadian books, varied as to
size, and price, and subject, but all good ; five of
them from our own ministers, the sixth from one
of our best known elders.

Beginning with the smallest, we have a
Primary Calechism, by Rev. G. 8. Carsou, of
Pictow, N. S. It is very small, for small peo-
ple, and at a small price, but well illus’zating the
old proverb, ‘‘ good stuff in small bundles.” ‘Tae
Presbyterian Board, Philadelphia, has adopted it.
Otipbant and Johnson have it for Britain, and
A. & W. Mackinlay, Halifax, for Canada. See
their advertisement on inside front cover.

Next comes a booklet, a little larger, for an
older grade of young people. It is also from
Pictou Co., N.S., and it has a pathetic interest in
that its author, the late Rev. A. W. McLeod,
Ph.D., wrote it in the *‘ shut in’’ days that pre-
ceded hisdeath. Itisasummary, clearand good, of
the great Bible truths believed by our Church. It
may be ordered from the Book and Tract Society,
Halifax.

We pick up another, a beautiful volume of
nearly 400 pages, and find that the racy pen of
Mr, James Croil, the former Editor of the RECORD,
has described in & most attractive manner the
Pragress of Steam Navigation, brightening his
histery by incident and experience, with numer-
ous illustrations of the shipping of other days.
By many it will be trebly prized: for the sub-
ject, its treatment, and its worthy author. The
beautiful pen picture in Nov. RECORD, ‘A Sun-
day at Sea,’ was from this book. Published by
‘Wum. Briggs, Torento; yprice $S1.50. May be
ordered through any bookseller.

Winnipeg pens give us twogood books, prairie-
scented, picturing past aund present in fact and
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fiction. Omne of them :—JoHN BLACK, THE
APOSTLE or THHE RED RIVER, by Rev. Prof.
Bryce, of Manitoba College, tells how the Blue
Banner was unfurled on the Prairies. The writer
has two essential qualities of a historian, know-
ledge of his subject and love of i, for he was
himself & pioneer missionary there. It isa vivid
story, not only of our Home Mission work, but of

- earlier Western Colonization, aud will form a

valuable acquisition to the permanent History of
Canada. Published by Wm. Briggs, Torcnto.

Next, BLack Rock, A Tale of the Selkirks,—
by ¢ Ralph Connor,” the nom-de-plume of one
of our ministers in the West, who knows by ex-
perience whereof he speaks, and who in thisgives
amost vivid and thrilling picture of life in the
mountains and mining camps of British Columbia ;
and of the Christian missionary, in his hand-to-
hand fight with sin for the mastery there. It is
pureand high-toned, and even allowing for the
glamour of the romance, there is still, hoth
among miners and missionaries yonder, many a
noble representative of the characters pictured
with such masterly skill. Published by the West-
minster Co., Toronto ; pp. 327. Price $1.00.

Though not in the present pile, we wish to
mention one which has been noticed hefore, Dr.
Gregg’s * History of the Preshylerian Church in
Canada ; large, but proving that all the best is
not in smalls. It should be in every Presbyter-
ian home, and this notice is simply 6o tell how it
may be obtained at a very low price. See ad. on
inside back cover of last RECORD.

From abroad come two or three good hooks.
THE CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN, is the attractive
sitle of a mogt attractive book, a series of Sunday
afternoon addresses by Rev. Louis Albert Bank,,
D.D., of Clevelaud, in the Y.M.C.A. of that city.
We bave seldom read anything of the kind that
is better. Published by TFunk and Wagnalls,
New York. Price 75 cents.

KOREAN SKETCHES, by Mr. James Gale, is
an interesting picture of the country that we
bave taken up as our latest mission field. It is
but a dozen years or so since the ‘ Hermit Na-
tion,”” one of the oldest mations in the world,
opened its doors to foreigners, and much that is
quaint and curious is there. Mr. Gale, one of the
carlier missionaries, who has spent some nine
years among them, gives in this his experiences.
Revell & Co., Toronto. Price 7ic.

> —
<=

There is a faise humility, which makes a great
virtue of self-depreziation, because it has never
seen its utter nothingness. If it knew that, it
would never apologize for its feebleness, but glory
in its utter weakness, as the one condition of
Christ's power resting on it.—ANDREW MURRAY.
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Brantford Ladies’ College

AND

" Conservatory of usic.

Superior inducements to Specialists in Musie,
Elocution and Art.

Cunservatory offers dvantages unexcelled in the
Dominion.  Krause Piano Method taught.
Leipsic scholarship, entitling to 12 n.ouths
tuition free at Leipsic Ruyal Conservatorium,
tu the most proficient student in all musical
subjects.

. Send for Calendar.

MISS PHILLPOTTS,
Lady Principal,

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (4 CAADA,

PUBLISUED BY AUTHORITY OF

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
Presbyterian Record, 50c¢. yearly. Five or
more to one address, 25¢. each.

Youth’s Record, 30c. yearly.
to one address, 15¢. each.

Children’s Record, 30c. yearly.
more to one address, 15¢. each.
Please do not send postage stamps

larger than one and two cents} nor in

quantities more than twenty-five cents.

Address: REV. E. SCOTT,

Presbyterian Offices,
MONTREAY,

Five or more

Five or

WHAT THE GREAT ATHLETES SAY.

A schoolboy of Australia wrote an essay on
total abstinence, as follows: ‘I abstain from
alcoholic drinks because if I would excel as a
ericketer, Grace says, ‘abstain’; asa walker,
Weston says, ‘abstain’; ns an oarsman, Hanlan
says, ‘abstain’; as a swimmer, Webb says,
‘abstain’ ; us a missionary, Livingstone says,
‘abstain’ ; as a doctor, Clark says, ¢ abstain’; as
a preacher, Farrar says, ‘abstein’; asylums,
prisons and workhouses repeat the cry, ¢ab-
stain.” ?

SPECIAL NOTICE.

All orders for any of the three RE-
CORDS, but not for any other publica-
tion, to be sent DIRECT to this office.

All payments for 8. 8. Helps for 1898
to be made to this office.

All orders and payments for S. S.
Helps for 1899, or Topic Cards and
Booklets for 1899, to be sent to Rev.
R. D. Fraser, 592 Markham §t., To-
ronto.



