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WESLEYAN METHODIST MAGAZINE

OF CANADA.

FEBRUARY, 1862.

THE CLASS-MEETING CONTROVERSY.

Churches as well as nations and individuals have their seasons of tuial,
and of the one as of the other may it be said, ¢ Blessed ave those who
endure temptation,” for they shall come forth as gold seven times purified.
The Methodist Chureh has had its full share of the trials which the confes-
sors of Christ in modern days have had to endure; and although it
may not have been called, except in rare instances, “to resist unto
lood, in striving against sin,” there is havdly any form of opposition which
he enemies, or the profcssed advocates of the truth, have not cmployed to
esist its progress, and weaken its power. Wesleyan expositions of Serip-
ture doctrines have been put to the test of the severest eriticism, and no

oner had the ecelesinstical polity of Methodism begun to acquire a
efinite form, and cxhibit its power as an iustrumentulity in the spread of
ital godliness, than it became the subject of the wit and ridicule of the
keptic; or the more serious trial of an cxamination of its Seriptural
haracter, by those who have long claimed possession of the only authority
hich ean place the seal of Divine approbation upon any church organi-
ation. It is not our purpose here to review the conflicts through which
he Methodist church has passed, in its cflorts for the revival and mainte-
ance of vital piety; bus to notiee a controversy which is now going on,
especting the Scriptural character and utility of one of its cherished
nstitutions. Werefer to the regulation which makes attendance upon
lass-meetings a condition of membership.

It was not to be expeeted that an institution so important, as the past
istory of Methodism proves this has been, in promoting experimental
cligion, would escape the ordcal which even every cssential truth of
bristianity bas had to undergo. 'We refer now not so much to the open
ttacks of the enemies of Methodism, in representing it as one and the
me in its character and results with the Romish confessional; but to
e cfforts of, it may be sincere, though mistaken friends, who profess a

Vor. II.—3 1.



42 THE CLASS-MEETING CONTROVERSY,

desire to preserve identity in the form of the Class-meeting, but so to
modify its relation to the chureh, as no longer to require attendance as a
term of membership. This question is now being discussed in some of
the official organs of a branch of the Methodist Church, in a neighbour-
ing country, and therefore claims at least, a notice in a journal devoted to
the advocacy and defence of the general principles of the Wesleyan
cconomy. The change of relation of the Class-meeting, so as no longer
to require attendance as a coudition of membership in the Methodist
Church is advocated for two rcasons. First,—That the rule involves
an unscriptural requirement, and-—Secondly, it is distasteful to a large
class of the friends of Methodism, and thereforc is an obstacle to their
union with the chureh,

1. If the first ground of objection, can be sustained, no further con-
troversy should be had by any true Protestant, who receives the Serip-
tures as the only and sufficient rule both of faith and praetice. Neither
Mr. Wesley’s authority, nor the usage of move than one hundred years,
can invest any practice with the character of a christian duty, whieh not
only lacks Scriptural authority, but which is opposed to that rule of faith.
But can the objection be sustained, that the rule involves an unseriptural
requirement, and is therefore an infringement of the rights of those who
on all other grounds, both from choice and conviction, prefer membership
in the Methodist church to any other ? A charge so serious, and involv-
ing so grave a reflection upon the Wesleys and their successors, who for
more than one hundred years have sanctioned and enforced the rule,
should not be made but upon cvidence sufficient to produce the clearest
conviction of its truth. Upon this point, a recent number of a con.
temporary* happily supplies us with a most forcible defence.

“ The class-meeting simply represents and systematizes Christian conver
sation, or the relation of religious esperience.  Is a rehearsal of our life ex-
periences not right 2 Isit not seriptural ?  The Psalmist did not think it
wrong to ery out :— Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare
what he hath done for my soul.” Iis entire utterances furnish an epit-
ome of an earnest, honest, sublime human life, conversant with conflicts,
familiar with penitential strains, and by no means a stranger to triumph
and their attendant joys. The Psalms are scarcely anything else than s
book of religious experiences, and it is this that has made them the chioﬂ
joy of the Church of all times. The Apostolic Church, as presented to
view in the writings of the New Testament, eshibits a fervency, pathos
and earnestnessin the relation of religious experience, but too little knowa
at the present day. Paul emulated and even surpassed the Psalmist in

* Pittsburg Advocate,
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the impassioned language which he employed in describing his eonversation
and life-conflicts. And his was the age when old and young of every sex,
beneath the baptizing influence of the Holy Spirit, * saw visions,” “dream-
ed dreams,”” “ prophesied,” and ¢ spake with tongues ;"' Hebraistic phrases
indicating the frequency and prevalence of religious conversation. But
why multiply seriptural proofs? One passage, if explicit, is as good as a
thousand. Here is one. The advoeate of class-meetings may safely risk
 the whole controversy on it: ¢ Whosoever, therefore, shall confess me be-
fore men, him will T confess also before my Father which is in Heaven.
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I aiso deny before my
Father which is in Heaven.” This Seripture enunciates, as its grand
theme, compensation in kind. Men confess Christ: he repays in kind
by confessing them. Or they deny him: and he still repays in kind by
denying them. Now by ascertaining the meaning of the word confess,
when Churist is the confessor, we determine also its sense when men are
g the confessors. How will Christ confess men ?  Will he not simply relate
their earthly history, tell their doings and trials, and recount their conflicts
and triumphs 2 'Will not his confession furnish an esperience meeting of
which Methodist class-meetings are but a faint type or shadow ? - Now
the doctrine of cowpensation in kind, announced in the Seripture
under discussion, requires men to confess Christ in a precisely similar
manner. This Seripture demands that they shall relate to others the
story of his cross, and tell what he has done for them, and wrought with-
in them. Such should be their confession. It is simply Christian con-
versation, a relation of religious experience, or a declaration of what Christ
has done for the soul. This Seripture, then, authorizes, justifies, requires a
2 relation of religious experience, and isa sufficient refutation of all assertions
gthat such Christian conversation is wrong and without warrant of Serip-
ure. It brings to light the duty of confessing Christ before men, and it
nforces this duty by a sanction relating to the great rewards of heaven
Christ will confess such before his Father and the holy angels.

“We come now to ask, Can our disciplinary rule which makes attendance
n Class-meetings a condition »f membership in the Church be justly re-
arded as wrong and uunscriptural?  On what ground can it be so regard-
d? By what principles of interpretation ? A relation of religious ex-
erience is, as we have just seen, 2 Bible duty, and enforced by the sanc-
ion of example, precept, and promise. Can it be wrong to make a Bible
uty so clearly expressed, and with such sanctions appended, a condition
f Church membership? Is it unscriptural? A non-relation of religious
@xperience is but a negative evil—an absence of a commanded grace or
#irtue—and cannot rightly be classed in the same category with falschood,
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robbery, or murder. But a relation of religious experience is as much a
duty, and enforeed with as momentous sanctions, as faith in Jesus
Christ, or love to God, or humanity to man. Is it right to make these
great Bible principles conditions of membership in the Church ?  Then
it is equally right and seriptural to systematize Christian conversation and
make it a condition of Church membership. An objector denounces
our rule of Discipline which makes attendance on Class-meeting a condition
of membership, but scems quite willing to expel from the Chureh any who
persistently refused to attend the sacrament of the Lord’s supper. Why
this partiality 2 A relation of rcligious experience is as much an institu-
tion of the Bible as the ordinance of the sacrament. The former isat-
tended with a gracious promise and with sanctions the most momentous;
the latter is not. The former is a moral institution ; for if a man love
Glod supremely he will love to talk about him; the latter is but a positive
institution, given, perhaps, as a test of obedience, and certainly as a sym-
bol of a sublime remedial truth.  Both have their place and importance
in the divine cconomy. But how an enlightened mind could be willing to
make the one a condition of membership and not the other, it is difficult
to see. It must be by some hair-splitting process, that may be attended
with imminent peril when dealing with Bible truths.”

2. The second reason, or rather plea, upon which the abolition of
the rule is urged, may be applied with equal propriety and force, against
every Christian duty which is opposed to the propensities of man’s
fallen nature. The carnal mind is enmity against God, and hence
the duty of submission to the Diyine authority, and a checrful obe-
dience to the law of God, are opposed to the tastes of mankind
Why should this be maintained as a condition of salvation? or why
should faith, prayer, and good works, be required of the members of
a christian church, since ail these duties are liable to the same objection,
as opposed to the natural tastes of mankind, and therefore an obstaele
to their union with the church. Why not then cease to teach and
cenforce any. truth or duty that comes in contact with the tastes of men,
and thus form a church in which membership may be enjoyed without
“ the offence ofthe cross,” and the “wrestling against flesh and blood 2"
The great advantage offered as resulting from the removal of the obstacle
to membership which the maintenance of the class-meeting rule enforees
is the speedy accession to the church of those which, it is alleged, art
now excluded. This specious promise-is at best a very questionabl
benefit either to the church or the persons concerned, and is well met by
the same writer quoted above :—

# That a change of our rules on Class-meetings would add to th
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numerical strength of the Church is altogether a gratuitous assumption,
likely to be disappointed by the faets in the case.  But even granting that
the proposed change would add numbers to the Chureh, is it clear that
the numerical inerease anticipated would enhance the influence of our
denomination ?  This increase, so far as it results from a change of the
rule, must consist of persons indisposed to the relation of religious experi-
ence. For it is obviously contradictory to suppose that the rule as it is, can
operate to keep men out of the Church who love to talk about the deep
things of God. A change of the rule, then, could not be expeeted to

| bring into the Church any but such as find no pleasure in religious con-
versation, Does the Church need such additions? Would it be bettered
by them? Would they add to its cfiiciency and moral power? Numeri-
cal increases after this sort could ounly be a strain and incubus on the
energies of God’s people.

It only remains, on this topic of expediency or necessity, to consider
whether the change advocated would be a blessing to such as love Class-
meeting, to such as find pleasure in religious conversation. The excel-
lence of the Class-meeting institution stands unchallenged. It is a moral
power in the Church. Its influence is salutary and enduring. When
rightly directed it is the equal even of the pulpit in educating young
eonverts in the first principles of the doctrine of Christ. Its influence is
not less sensibly felt on mature Christians. Can the Chureh afiord to
dispense with an institution so important? And would not the change

§ proposed tend to do away with Class-meetings? An objector thinks
not, and finds by some strange theorizing on the subject that it might even
improve them. But his theory is rebuked and exploded by the eriticism
of eurrent facts. A sister denomination has made attendance on Class-
meetings optional with its members. Class-meetings, as a result, have
fallen into comparative decay. We have known even flourishing socicties.
belonging to the denomination in question where Class-mectings had about:
caased to be held. The Methodist Church should never accept of the:
change proposed till it is tired of Class-meetings, and wishes them to-
become obsolete.

“The Class-meeting controversy is nothing but another engagement in.
the war long pending between system and looseness. The advocates of
change would do away with law without proving it oppressive or unpro--
ductive of good, and they would substitute in its room irregular and
spasmodic action, the fitful flashes of the expiring taper. The age may
be favourable to such notions. It is an age whose tendencies are too
g often toward freedom even from salutary restraint. Yet the sober second
& thought of prudent men will tell them tl-t the law is as necessary as:
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freedom, and that the golden mean between the two is the true theory of
religion no less than of life. If Class-meetings were an oppressive insti-
tution, if they robbed and degraded their votaries, attendance on them
should cease to be required by law. But they are directly the opposite :
a beneficent institution, a loeal point of light and gracious influences ; and
no really good reason exists why they should cease to be enforced by law.
Tt has indeed seemed strange to us to see a minister of years, experience,
and good standing range himself in favor of looseness and against law;
against law whose operations have been good, and only good, and that
continually, in all the years of its bistory. Will this best promote the
cause of God and order, and the redemption of the world from sin ?”

EMOTIONAL PREACHING.

Whilst there is a constantly-increasing tendency among us to place the
highest value upon what is called intellectual preaching, we perceive a
tendency equally as great to undervalue that which is vmotional. The
former is looked upon as great preaching, the latter as utterances of a
weak mind, though associated with a good heart. The preference is not
always free from pride, ard many fancy that their taste is governed by
their own superior strength of intellect, and their disposition to depreciate
strong emotion, because they would be thought superior tosuch weakness,
as it is frequently considered.

Few preachers but love to please. 'What is therefore most appreciated
will, if possible, be furnished, and great ideas, dressed in attractive dra-
pery, are constantly sought, and we have now and again to listen to weak
minds trying to grasp strong truths, and small minds trying to compre-
hend and master large ideas, for which they have no capacity, but the
painful effort is made for character and reputation. God may have given
them talent of a different order, whieh, if properly cultivated and applied,
would have marked effects in dealing with the consciences of sinners, and
in keeping the church awake, but they are fearful to do so lest they should
be looked upon as weak brethren.

Let it not be supposed that we undervalue intellectual preaching; far
from it, we would have the best intellect in the Iand engaged in the pulpit;
.we would have the preacher draw from the deposits of truth the richest
of its store, and present it in the most attractive form, and in its most
alluring dress, making all subservient to winning souls to Christ. A sus
ceptibility to emotion is not the only qualification which a preacher of the
-Gospel needs; something hbesides fecling is requisite to qualify bhim to

s
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handle skilfully the word of God; his office has introduced him into a
sphere which, adequately to fill, would require an angel’s powers, and
whatever the resources of his mind may be, he will ever see occasion to
mourn that he has drunk no deepeer as the fountains of wisdom and know-
ledge. And we adinit besides that the great interests of the church would
be endangered if committed to men who feel strongly and know little; but
we affirm on the other hand,that not all the endowments which the most pro-
found and varied learning ean give, will render a frigid preacher a success-
ful one.

When we speak of emotion, we do not mean those indefinable impulses
or sudden bursts of animal feeling which sometimes flood the soul, carry-
rying away the landmarks of reason and thought, and leaving the mind to
B the mercy of an irresistible tempast of passion ; but we mean that deep and
holy movement of the affections produced by the energy of truth under-
stood and believed; such a state of fecling as corresponds with the import-
ance of truth, When such emotions exist in the preacher’s mind, they
will depict themselves in his countenance, and find expression in every
tone, and look, and gesture. They will infuse into his manner an earnest-
ness and warmth which will leave the hearers no alternative but a clear
conviction of the perfeet honesty of the speaker’s heart; there will be to
his audience visible demonstrations of the preacher’s faith,

But let a philosophical indifference surrcund the man who undertakes
to speak in the name of Grod to his dying fellow ereatures on the concerns
of eternity ; let a dozing apathy infuse itself into his manner, or let him
talk and act like one who has a professional task to perform, and what can
save his message from the influence of a counter testimony, drawn dircetly
from the living example of its inefficiency, standing before their eyes. Un-
der these circumstances it will be obvious to bis hearers that he neither
believes what he says, nor is concerned to have them belicve it. Not only
will he not commend himself to the conscience, but he will bring the in-
fluence of his experience to bear against the truth of hismessage. « Why,”
said an eminent divine to Garriek, the tragedian, ¢ why do we who preach
fthe solemn traths of Christianity have so few to hear or believe us, while
fyou who only deal in fiction have weeping throngs continually hanging on
fyour lips 2 ¢ The reason is,” replied the actor, “ you represent truth as
fiction—we represent fiction as truth.”
kIt cannot be denied that the themes on which the preacher dwells de-
mand emotion, and are adapted to inspire it. The minister of Jesus is a
feaate of the skies. When he speaks in his official charaeter, he speaks
¥or God, and when he pleads with men, he pleads with them on behalf of
MGod. The mission on which he is sent is one of merey, involving how-
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ever the most extended and multifarious interests. On the part of God g
he is charged with the vindication of the honours of his throne and the
rights of his government, and in the prosecution of this high commission
is brought up to a near mental view of the ineffable glories of the eternal i
Godhead, and is conversant with seenes and objects that awe, and thrill,
and charm the heavenly world, 'When he pleads for God he is called to [
a contemplation of the most surprising benignity, the most inimitable
love, and the most affecting condescension, all, however, misrepresented B
and abused, and scorned, in this fallen world ; :md when he pleads with B
man he pleads with an immortal being, convicted of treason against the
government of God, and condemned for his erimes to a state of punish- :
ment, for which, irrespective of the Gospel, there is no relief, and to which }
there can be no termination.  Ie meets him at a moment when, for any-
thing that is known, it may be, then or never to escape from impending §
ruin. To find that his message meets with no accordant response from
the sinner’s heart ; that the apathy of death has spread itself over all his
faculties, or the keen resentments of injured pride have prepared him for
a flat denial of the claims of God, what can be more solemn or impressive
than the crisis? 'What a time for the heavings of emotion and the plead
ings of love! Can he view such a scene and maintain a philosophica
composurc? This is a fellowman, endowed with the same susceptibility
to pain and pleasure with himself. Must he be shut out of heaven?id
Must he bear no part in the sweet and immortal songs that will be chanted &
in that happy world? Must his eye ever weep, and his bosom heave with g
grief, and the waves of cternal sorrow dash and roll over his frightencdfy
and fainting spirit ? Here is a pardon written out ard sealed with blood
bearing the impress of the cross, and proffered on terms the most gracious
and condescending ; but he rejeetsit. He is standing on the jutting and
slippery edge of that deep abyss where billows of fire are rolling, aud the
slightest breath of God’s anger may at any moment sweep him from his
position, and bury him in the flood below. Has the messenger who is
sent to warn him of his danger, and plead with him to escape, no reasonil
for emotion? Is no oceasion given to his heart to dissolve and his eyed
to weep? The benevolence of the Gospel can execute no commission like
this, and leave the heart unsoftened by its influence.
The swfferings of Christ axe the central point from which the brighi
beams of the Gospel all vadiate and diverge. The preacher of the Gosp
" must thevefore be often at the cross. Ile must look upon the bleedingg
saerifice, and take account of the doings ef that dreadful hour when the
powers of darkness were unchained, and Christ was devoted a vietim tgg
their rage. In the circumstances attending the tragedy of his death, thd
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treachery in which it was commenced, the duplicity and subordination by
@ which it was carried forward, and in the barbarous cruelties with which
the horrid seenc was closed, there is enough to subdue and melt the haid
est heart. But join to these considerations the perfeet and acknowledged
innocence of Jesus, together with the fact that he was a voluntary vietim
to these tortures, and, more than all, endured them for his mortal enemies,
not excluding even the incarnate demons that spiked his limbs and danced
around his cross, and who can refrain from emotion ?  Was ever love like
this—so pure, so comprchensive, so vast, and yet burdened with :ueh sor-
rows and humbled to such a death ? Itsachievements on the cross affected
the world'’s redemption. Here hangs all human hope. How can we han-
dle themes like these ?  How can we deal with intevests so interminable
 and vast, and not be the subjeets of emotion, and sometimes unutterable,
g always fervid and deep ?

How cmotional was our blessed Saviour, whether in reproving the hy-
pocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees, or weeping at the grave of Lazarus,
§or the shedding tears over impenitent and doomed Jerusalem! Whata
¥ subject of emotion must St. Panl have been, when in his farewell address
Bto the elders of the Church of Ephesus he says:— By the space of three
g jears, I ceased not to warn every one, night and day, with tears.”  The
ministry of some of the prophets was marked by the same spirit.  #0,”
$s:id one of them, when contemplating the sins and afflictions of the
3 Chureh, ¢ O that my head were waters and mine cyes a fountain of tears,
that 1 might weep day and night for the shin of the daughter of my peo-
ple!” and when he saw how the people turned away from hearing the law,
gl cxelaimed in the language of unaffceted grief,—* But if ye will not hear
8it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride.”

In modern times, successful preachers have generally been men of deep
motion. The first and second races of Methodist preachers in England
ere men of deep emotion ; and our fathers in the ministry of our church
n Canada had warm and sympathising hearts who could weep between
@he porch and the altar, erying, “ Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
@hine heritage to reploach.

FULL ASSURA\‘CE

B Till we know oursclves redeemed, how can we go to God with full as-
gurance of faith ? How can we dwell with purifying delight on the con-
Remplation of a heaven which we are not sure is ours; of a God who may
dhot be our IFather ? We cannot do it.  We go on fecling our way by dim
Qizht, instcad of walking in noontide glory ; and strive painfully with hand
! ind foot to climb some poor height, when we might be soaring over the
hountain-tops on eagles’ wings, lm'mn under us the ev erhstnw arms, and
ixing our faithful, unshrmkmg eyes, full on the « Sun of lerhteousness [
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THE CENSUS OF 1861,

From the Census of the Province of Canada, taken in January, 1861,
we learn that the total population was then 2,506,755, of which Upper
Canada had 1,396,091, and Lower Canada, 1,110,664 ; beingan increase
in nine years, or since 1852, when a former Census had been taken of
664,490. TUpper Canada having had an increase of 444,087, and Lower
Canada, 220,403 ; and which gives the Upper Section of the Province
an excess over the Lower of 285,427. To show the progress of our popu-
lation in times of old, we give our readers the following tables:

LOWER CANADA. UPPER CANADA.
Years. | Population. Years. Population.
1676 8415 1791 50000
1688 11247 1811 77000
1700 15000 1824 151097
1706 20000 1825 158027
1714 26904 1830 210437
1750 65000 1832 261060
1784 113000 1834 320693
1825 423630 1836 372505
1827 471876 1839 407515
1831 511922 1841 465357
1844 696732 1842 486055
1848 779000 1848 723292
1850 791000 1850 791009
1852 890261 1852 952004

We are furnished with an interesting abstract of the late Census, show-
ing the origin of our population:

Lower  Upper United

Canada. Canada.  Canada g

England and Wales.....v.ceevaneeranneenns 13,139 114,200 12742088

Scotland...eeeeeriinrinirieeinniiieieinnanes 13,160 98,792 111,952

Treland.. . coeeererenenreennernnenneeeeananns 50,192 191431 24142353
Natives of Canada, not of French origin 167,578 869,592 1,037,170/
French Origin....eveevenneennnens eeenenesa 847,320 33,287 880,607y
.United States..ceecinvereernens eedrentocnens 13,641 50,758 64,399
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward’s Island 977 4,383 5,360
New Brunswick....oves civeerniieceesnnaes 352 3,214 406678
Newfoundland............ . reanneeesraarennss 232 487 TR

West Indies coeeeeereenccncensess conenee veee 137 532 669



THE CENSUS OF 1861. b1

......... 49 203 252

3

russia, German States and Holland ... 949 22,900 23,855

........................................ 672 2,389 3,061
114 104 218
pain and Portugal o eeuiueininnninnini.. 55 96 151
weden and Norway.....ove...es oo mrns 229 261 590
Russia and Poland............... ereraees 56 161 227
Switzerland ..ooorvirniiiiiiiiinninnn.. cvane 81 617 698
uernsey, Jersey, and other British
Islands..oeeeereieniriniiinininnnens 628 529 1,157
[ other places ...cevveeveevnninnnennnnnns 128 541 669
0l0red PETSONS « ¢4 cvuueerevrnnnrerannans 190 11,223 11,413
ndians ..ovuereernnnnnnnns Co e eeiiiineinas 4,876 7,841 12,717
t Sea...... feeieeeatiiiieeiareanaaas 61 323 384
0b KNOWN..euieteniiniiiiirieieeenieannen . 414 1,395 1,809
Total.ceceeurrureennunnnnnen. veenee 1,110,664 1,396,091 2,506,755

Summing up these results, and those of 1852, we find that for every
00 of the population of Lower Canada at cach period there were
atives of :—

1852. 1861.
Canada—of French origin........ceecevveececeinens 75.21 76.29

not of French origin.....oveeiereenenienee 1410 15.08
Treland coeveeecieeeeiie e eee e eaa e 5.78 4.52
England and Wales., ......... tererttasiennsrnaanans 1.26 1.18
Seotland ceeeeiieiiereneneaen e neanereaaneees 1.64 1.18
United States.....cceiiirieerrreririacieecrenreeeennnens 1.40 1.23
All other COUNETIES.. verereeererareaseeese coneennnnens .61 51

100.00  100.00

For every 100 of the population of Upper Canada there were natives of—
: 1852. 1861.

§ Canada—not of French origine...eeveeeeeeeenianns 55.26  62.29
: of French 0riginee.ceeecieeeennsiinennanns 2.82 2.38

Treland...eeeeerei e 1852  13.70
| England and Wales...ouveiiiiien cerevrincvnncccnnes 8.69 s.19
§ Scotland ..coeeriininiiiiiniciecie e 7.96 7.08
¥ United States.....euveieiinecreeneeeneeeeereeceeasans 4.59 3.0¢
B All other COUntIieS..cineeeerensereeenarseacnnserernoses 2.16 2.72

Podabi
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Tor every 100 of the population of the whole Provinee,

natives of—

1852.
Canada—not of French origin........coenienis 35.37
of Ireneh originn voveeenenienoniceniaene. . 3778
Ireland ............... o ere o ereresanaeaesareaaaerren 12.36
England and Wales. .o e v oivueiiiieiiiiiiiinnrennns 5.10
Secotland.....ccciviiiiiiiiimiiea e 4.91
United States oo i cereeeeneraenaas 3.05
All other ecountries ..ocvveieeeeiinivieiiienneacaneens 1.43
100.00
The following is the Census by general abstract of religions in 1861 :—
Lower  Upper
Canada.  Canada.
Church of BEnglandi.....ccieeeeeinnienen. 63,322 301,565
Church of Rome.uciveerinniiiasnanenenns 942,72+ 258,141
Church of Scotland .oeeeeeeeeeveveeeeee 23,688 108,903
Frec Church of Seotland.....ccueencieee 14,770 143,043
United Presbyterians....oceeovenneennee 5,149 51,378
Wesleyan Mcthodists ..ooeeeerreenenranens 25,879 218,427
Episcopal Methodists...mueerieenenaneenens 2,537 71,615
New Connexion Methodists.e.oeieiuennns 1,292 28,200
Other Methodists .veeeeeceierirnnerannns 87+ 23,330
Baptists covveeineiirrnnineiiieiniiies .o 7,751 61,559
Lautherans. cocoeveviiinininniniiensaneneces 857 24,299
Congregationalists ...oeueevieceeeiennennes 4,927 9,357
QUAKETS cceneeenanreneniecrninnresensarnasens 121 7,383
Bible Christians....veveeeeiniacnaicaonennes 184 8,301
Chrigtians..cccoovveniennnens JO 298 5,018
Second Adventists ...ceaevnieiaiannene . 2,305 1,050
Protestants cooeeeeeeiieiiiiinaniinnanans 2,584 7,514
Diseiples..ceunerrnnnarannnernncnaieanecea 5 4,147
JETS e eeneenietacenne, srnranannnannan cerenens 527 614
JMennonists and Tunkes...... ereeenes 8,965
Universalists...covieeenieennniaroeennas 2,289 2,234
Unitarians cocceeecreceniencnnieensenrenanens 650 634
Mormons..coeeeceseranns e susssmsasasonnes 3 T4
" NO TEHZION e cerenrerenr e enanaenes 1477 17,373
No creed given.. et easin e e dnranns 5,728 §121
Other crceds not chs:cd ................. 678 14,284

there were

1861
41.38
35.12
9.63
5.08
4.47
2.57
1.75

100.00

United

1,200,856

Total..vererersessseresannen veeeneres],110,664 1,396,001 2,506,
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Table showing the increase of cach of the above denominations since

1852 :
Ganada.  Gondn. Tol
Church of BEngland......occveeeennnanennnass 17,860 78,375 96,235
Church of Rome..c.ccvevuievenininnnnnn .. 195,858 90,466 286,304
Prosbyterians.....coouvvinienniiinnns eeeens 10,072 99.236 109,308
Methodisis cevecerencenes teveerenrearetanatans 9,567 175,937 185,504
BaPHStS veovrunerereniereneeiiiiiiiniieeranens 3,258 16,206 19,464
Lutherans.. ccocivieiienerinniencicarnnnnnns 839 12210 13,049
Quakers, (deerease)...coceveeensinreeenenen 42 7 119
Congrezationalists ....eeuviniiennceniaennnne, 1,000 1,610 @ 2610
econd AdventistS...cceveenrieeenceeennnnnns 936 387 1,323
dOhTISHANS e venerieeearereereeane s rearennanan. 288 925 1,218
1,110
IDISCIPIES covvueiern ettt cri i 5 2,083 2,088
B LIPS +evenrncrerenncnisieeraonesarensncnsancenes 179 511 690
Mennonists and Tunkers....ccoceeuiireanes 735 735
W niversalists, (decrease)...... ..u.ee erenns 1,161 400 1,561
DItATIANS e veniiiiien it 176
Tormons, (decrease)....eueeiernenaneennnnnn, 182

The leading denominations will be seen to be the Church of England,
Foman Catholics, Presbyterian, and Mecthodists ; in 1852, they embraced
B9.54 per cent of the population, and 91.91 per eent in 1861, which per-

Bentaces are thus divided among them:

1852.

B Church of Bome..cccruininiiieinieeccniiirananens 49.65
@ Church of England..coeveuiiirininininin s 14.57
B MothodistS.eeeeeennreenennnnnnes o ereretareeneinsaeanan 12.42
B Preshyterians cooveevieienieueiiininneiiniinneeanes 12.90
Al OBhETS. cveverreaeeerncnraeansensarraacncrosencssases 10.46
100.00

1861.
4791
11.06
15.20
13.84

S.09

100.00

Under the head of Methodists, we have included 8,985 of a sect of

cthodists called Bible Christians, who are an off-shoot from

the parent

i¥ock ; and who teach our Doctrines, have an Itinerant Ministry, Confer-
ke, Class Mectings, and most of the peculiarities of Methodism.
B Although the Romanists have advanced, yet relatively they do

Mot hold the position they bad in 1852. Of the leading

Protestant

hurches, the Church of England has made the least progress, and the
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Methodists the most, giving them the first place among the Protestantsjy
and the pereentage of their increase far exceeds them all.  Of the ming
seets, three have had a decrease in numbers, viz., Quakers, Universalisi
and Mormons. The Unitarians have receded from 834 in 1852, to 63188
ta Upper Canada, but have advanced in Lower Canada, giving them af
inerease in the whole Provinee of 176.

By comparing the former Census with the present, we have the progresSs
of each of the branches of the Methodist family, and the parent stock

Wesleyan.....ooouuuns Ceteeteresareteraareseretrenananne 131,867
Episcopal........ RPN ceeenes ceveras erreeneaennns 31,261 .
New Conunesxion. ....... veeeeses eseeiessesaaasesnsasan 18,503 ;se
Bible Christians....covcaanas ceaeanen vereseveeen vevenen 3,243 e
;

It must however be borne in mind, that the Census of 1852 was
defective, that whilst we have only 24,204 « Other Methodists,” in 18I}
we had then 59,583 in 1852. A large portion of the latter musd
therefore be embraced in the above figures. It issingular that the Pii
tive Methodists have not had a column assigned them as they are m
numerous than the Bible Christians, and not far behind the New Cog
nexion. It is rensonable to suppose that the greater part of the ¢ Othes
Methodists,” belong to them, save a few hundreds who form z sect
Methodists composed exclusively of coloured people.

In reviewing the whole, we find cause of devout thankfulness to God
having so targe a portion of the population of Canada connected with ¢
Evangelical Churches. And in reference to our position as a Wesleyaig
Church, we may well exclaim, “ What has God wrought ?”  Taking in
account our numbers-—our Ministry—our Missionary Society—our Pri
ing and Book Establishment—our Literary Institutions, and the num
ous church euifices which we have, it will not be deemed cgotism or p
sumption for us to say, that we are not behind the most favoured 1

Protestant Churches in Canada, and that we possess power of uscfulned

second fo none.

THE DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS WIIICH THE PEOPI§
OWE TO THEIR CHURCH.®

Respectful recognition of your Clergy,—regarding them in their projg
character, as Divinely called and qualified, and duly ordainsd Minist
of Christ, and, as such, occupying a position in the Church which §
essentially distinet from that occupied by any other class of m
although the latter may be employed as occasional Preachers or subord

nate Pastors.

o Extenct from tho official sermon of tho ex-President of the British Co
delivered in City Road Chapel, London, on Monday, Joly 30th, 1860,

aference, Rev. S, D, Wad
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Be habitually “careful, in speaking of your Ministers (especially before
d your children,) to speak of them with respect. Avoid calling them by

heir Christian names : this sort of familiarity breeds contempt in those
% who usc it, as well as in them who hear it. o listen to the freedom with
which the characters and qualifications of your Ministers arc sometimes
anvassed, onc would think that they were excluded from the benefit of
hat great law of charity, “Speak evil of no man.” Young people
rencrally form their opinion of a system from the character of those by
whom it is taught and represented; and anything which renders your
finisters ridiculous or contemptible, lays the foundation for your chil-
ren’s apostacy and irreligion.

Another point in which your Ministers require respeetful recognition,
s in avoiding the invitation of strangers on every slight oceasion, to su-
persede the regular Pastor; and thus by implication saying that he is

not competent Lo that part of the work of his Circuit. I do not think it
abither desirable or possible, that the practice of inviting strangers for
oecasional servicesshould entirely cease. Advantages may arise not only
BRo the local charities especially interested, but also to the Circuits generally,

by occasional and judicious visits; but these should be reserved for extra-
brdinary cases. Our regular system of itinerancy renders other changes
ess necessary or desirable; and the effect of further change upon strangers,
nd upon the people generally, is an impression that their own Ministers
bnust be helped on every little emergeney by foreign aid.

Another point which I dare not pass over, and which I would endeavor
o touch with great caution and delicacy, is the dumage sometimes done
o the position and usefulness of your Ministers by having recourse to
gLat arc technically called revival schemes and agencies.

d 8 Times of general expectation are times of special danger and tempta-
800 in this respeet.  As in early days our Lord warned these who were

kpecting His coming, against being led away by the ery, “ Lo, here is
hrist,” or ¢ Lo, He is there ;” so in all times, expeetation produces im-
atience and suggestsnovelty : and asoceasions make men, these oceasions
1l into existence and notoriety men who feed the passion, and form

el emsclves and their movements upon themodel of these new fancies; and
- prigghey ave sent for here and there to conduct special services ; and thus not
Ay arc your regular ordinances disparaged, but your own Pastors are set

i, your Class Meetings interrupted, the regular working of the Cireuit
ranged ; nobody expeets a blessing under the ministrations of the re-
lar Ministers, or in the ordinary means of grace. It is, indeed, ac-
Runted foolishness to expect that the word preached should save them
Mt believe ; all the good is to be done in the subsequent Prayer Mceting.
ich Prayer Meetings may be occasionally held with advantage; but to
HB1d them too frequently destroys of necessity the old and valued institu-
2bn of Society Meetings, which were never more needed in Methodism
n they arc at the present moment. It destroys also the small, numer-
Sunday evening Prayer Meetings in the cottages of the poor, by which
used to pervade the population with a holy influence; when instead of
ploying four or five persons to conduct the large Prayer Mectingin the
Shape!, we employed forty or fifty, who while they were blessing others,
re being trained for future usefulness as Leaders, Local Preachers, and
nisters. And as this dimioution of your numerous and pexrvading
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agency in any given town is very inadequately and imperfectly supplied
by the extraordinary labor and success of one or two persons, so the influ.
ence and success of a few persons throughout the Connexion are
dearly purchased at the luss of that scriptural expectation which is faith
in exereise; and which regards every ordinance of religion as a means of
arace, and recognizing all our Ministers as called to be in the best sensef
Home Missionaries and Revivalists, lovks upon them as competent to con-§
duct efficiently not oniy the ordinary services, but also all such special services
as in the judgment of the united Pastorate of the Circuit, it may be deemed
advisable from time to time to hold.  Let our Leaders and others look out @
in the econgregation for serious persons, and invite them to Class. Trustf
God with Ilis own work ; do not presume to affect greater love for soulsg
than He who redeemed £hem, or better means fur conversion than He gave
to His Apostles. I dare nob arraign the sovercignty of God’s gifts-
now, as in former times, ITe doubtless makes sume sons of thunder, and
some sons of econsolation. I pronounce no opinion on individuals,
whether recently or formerly empleyed as Revivalists; but, residing ina
town* where 1 have had the opportunity of watching such men and such
measures, L am compelled to say, that while some good has unquestion:
ably been done, the whole result has been very wusatisfactory. It tak
yeavs atter these extraordinary agents and schemes have been employed
to overcome the deadness of the reaetion. Good .uen are disheartened
and disecouraged by the disparagement of their labours, and the apathy)
and indifference of their congregations; and the wearisome stagnation ¢f
hope deferred malketh the heart sick. ;
You owe your Ministers hearty co-operation.  This is essential alike t
the maintenance of your own picty, and to the extension of the work
God. MHe has given to vvery man lis work; and it is in the economy
God that we wust diffuse what we would keep and enjoy. It is cminent
true of spiritual things, that ¢ there is that scattereth and yet inercascth
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tende
to poverty.” Qur Church makes ample ,vovision for the emplo
went of every talent, and no man ean be idle within its limits witho
loss to himsell’ and hindrance to the cause of God. I would grateful
acknowledge the untiring zeal and invaluable "labours of many of o
people, and would auxivusly geard agaiist any misunderstanding ¢
misapplication ot' the remarks I am abvut to make. I know that to son
Societies they are almost entirely inapplicable, and that to many othe
they can only with any fuirness be very purtiully applied. But when t
most charitable exceptions have been made, it mast be admitted that the
is, in some and not a few of our Churches, an unwillingness on the po
of the more educated and intelligent men to take office as Lieaders, Loa§
Preachers, or Sunday Schoul Teachers. It would not be difficult to poirg
out large and beautiful sanctuaries, which have been erccted at a cost
thousands of pounds, which arc constantly attended by wealthy and int
ligent congregations, and you shall find your ccelesiastical offices
almost exclusively to those who are nob the best adapted for their dil
charge cither by their social position or their education. It is not tha
despise the labours of these persons,—I gratefully apprecicte and accqiae

5

* Shofficld,
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them ; and it is due to them to say that they perform their duties wonder-
fully well, considering the disadvantages under which they labour. We
are hound to acknowledge thankfully how often the grace of God is shown
in rendering hwmble and illiterate men wise in God's kingdom, and faith-
ful in Church perplexities and trials. Bul I deplore for their own sakes
and for ours the absence of the labours of others; that il is so much more
easy to get rich and educated men to give their money, than to give
themselves heartily to God and His work,—to get them to build chapels
rather than to attend Prayer Meetings and Love-feasts, and lead Classes.
This attempt to compound with mouey for our personal devoteduness io
God is a fearful and fatal delusion. Your absence from these ofticial
positions weakens your legitimate influence in the Church, leaves your
Ministers without the help and countenance of intelligent counsellors, and
compels them either to carry out their measures in the face of unnecessary
opposition, ot to abandon them, because the men with whom they have to
work have never been enabled, from their position in society, to take large
and liberal views. And, when called to aid and in some ecasure to con-
trol the Minister in the exercise of discipline, they cannot bring an’
enlightened and independent judgment to bear upon the case, but act
under impulse, and in parties. If the offender be in humble cicumstan-
ces, either screeaing him beeause he is of their own rank, or visiting him
with severity because they are not afraid of himn; on the other hand, if
he be above them in his station in society, cither fearing to deal faithfully
with Dhim, or which is quite as common, determining to pull him down
more through jealousy of his elevation than abhorrence of his offence.

Efficient help should further be rendered in collecting subscriptions, not
only for the building of schools and chapels, but also for the ordinary
unds of the Connexion. All this should not be left, as it is almost
universally, to the Minister: greatly interfering with the proper and
spivitual character of his communications with the people at their own
ouses, and producing an impression often unfavourable to the success of
is public ministrations. Unless he uses a sufficient amount of importu-
ity to keep up and somewhat increase the amounts subscribed to the
different funds he feels that he is not faithful to that part of his trust;
nd, if he does this, there is danger lest he should be regarded as grasp-
ing and excessive in his solicitations for money; and the fact that it is
ot for himself, but for the cause of Christ, that he begs, does not always
save him from the imputation of being mercenary. I hope the time is
not far distant when some one or two laymen in each Cireuit may be
nduced to undertake collecting the subscriptions for cach of our funds;
pnd thus a duty, which is laborious and objectionable when devolved upon
he Minister alone, will become easy and unobjectionable when distributed
fmong several persons.

MONEY.

& A philosopher has said, « Though a man without money is poor, 2 man
@ith nothing but money is still poorer.” Worldly gifts cannot bear up
B he spirits from fainting and sinking when trials and troubles come, no
nore than headache can be cured by a golden crown, or toothache by a
plzin of pew * .« Rarthly riches are full of poverty.”

-2
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Lovitotio of Select Titeruture, :
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WESLEY'S ECCLESIASTICAL POWER.

The following extracts form part of a “eonversation’’ held at one of
Mr. Wesley's earliest conferences, and may be found in the fifth volume
of his published works. They show the genesis and mature of that ccele-
siastieal control which Mr. Wesley exercised over his preachers during hig
lifetime, and which at his death he transmitted to the conference of
ministers that he had raised up. They are highly interesting in them-
selves, and fraught with instruction to every attentive reader:

¢ Question 27—What power is this which you exercise over both the §
preachers and the societies ?

Answer—Count Zinzendorf Joved to keep all things close: I Jove to
do all things openly. I will therefore tell you all I know of the matter,
taking it from the very beginning. :

%1, In November, 1738, two or three persons who desired to <flo
from the wrath to come,” and thep a few more, eame to me in Londo
and desired me to advise and pray with them. I said if you will meet §
meet me on Thursday night I will help you as well as I can.’ More and}
more then desived to meet with them till they were increased to man
hundreds. The casc was afterwards the same at Bristol, Kingswoo
Newcastle and many other places of England, Scotlond, and Ireland. I
may be observed, the desire was on their part, not mine. My desire wa
to live and die in retirement; but I did not sce that I could refuse the
my help and be guiltless before God.

“ Here commenced my power, namely, a power to appoint when, an
where, and how they should meet; and to remove those whose liv
showed that they had not a desire ¢ to fiee from the wrath to come.” An
this power remained the same, whether the people meeting together wer
twelve, or twelve hundred, or twelve thousand.

2. Inafew days some of thom said, ‘Sir, we will not sit under§)
you for nothing ; we will subseribe quarterly.’ I said, ‘I will have noth
ing, for I want nothing. My fellowship supplies me with all I want.—
¢ Nay, but you want a hundred and fiftcen pounds to pay for the lease
the Foundery, and likewise a large sum of mouey to put it in repeir/—§
On_this consideration I suffered them to subscribe. And when thed
society met, X asked, ‘Who will take the trouble of receiving this money,
and paying it where it is needful 2 Que said, ‘I will do it, and keep theff
account for you.” So herc was the first steward. Afterwards I desiredg
one or two more to help me, as stewards, and in process of time a greaterfd
number.

"¢ Let it be remarked, it was mysclf, not the people, who choose thessf
stewards, and appointed to each the distinet work wherein he was to help
me as Jong as I desired.  And herein I began to exercise another sort oifd
power, namely, that of appointing and removing stewards.

“3. After a time 2 young man, named Thomas Maxfield, came andf
desired to help me as 2 son in the Gospel. Soon after came & second§
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Thomas Richards; and then a third, Thomas Westall. These severally
desired to scrve me as sons, and to labour when and where I should
dircet. Observe: These also desired me, not I them. But I durst not
frefuse their assistance.  And here commenced my power, to appoint each
of these when, and where, and how to lakour; that is, while he choose to
continue with me. For each had a power to go away when he pleased ;
as I bad also to go away from them, or any of them, if I saw sufficient
eause.  The case continued the same when the number of preachers in-
reased. I had just the same power still, to appoint when, and where,
land how each should help me; and to tell any, (if I saw cause,) ‘I do
t desire your help any longer.” On these terms, and no other, we
oined at first : on these we continued joined. But they do me no favor
gn being directed by me. It is true, my ‘rewardis with the Lord’—
IBut at present I have nothing from it but trouble and care, and often a
purden [ scarce know how to bear.
“4. In 1744 I wrote to several clergymen, and to all who then served
¢ as sons in the Gospel, desiring them to meet me in London, and give
ane their advice concerning the best method of carrying on the work of
od. And when their number increased, so that it was not convenient
%0 invite them all, for several years I wrote to those with whom I desired
Yo confer, and they only met me at London, or elsewhere, till at length [
ve & general permission, which I afterwards saw cause to reiract.
“QObserve: I myself sent for these of my own f-.c choice. And T
ent for them to advise, not to govern me. Neither did I at any time
vest myself of any power above deseribed, which the providenee of God
d cast upon me, without any design or choice of mine.
“5. What is that power : It is a power of admitting into, and excluding
m the societies under my care; of choosing and removing stewards, of
ceiving or not receiving helpers; of appointing them when, where, and
ow to help me, and of desiring any of them to confer with me when I'see
ood. And as it was merely in obedience to the providence of God, and
%or the good of the people, that T first accepted this power, which I never
pught; so it is on the same consideration, not for profit, honor, or pleasure
hat I use it at this day.
§ 6. But ‘several gentlemen are offended at your having so much power.?
 did not seck any part of it. But when it was ¢ome unawares, not dar-
pg t0  bury that talent,” I used it to the best of my judgment. Yet I
fover was fond of it. I always did, and do now, bear it as my burden;
he burden that God lays upon me, and therefore I dare not lay it down.
“Butif you can tell me any one, or any five men, to whom I may transfer
his burden, who can and will do just what I do now, I will heartily thank
oth them and you.
B “7. But some of our helpers say, ¢ This is shackling freecborn English-
Ben,’ and demand o frec conference, that is, a meeting of all preachers,
gherein all things shall be determined by most votes. I answer, it is pos-
ble, after my death, something of this kind may take place, but not while
flive. To me the preachers have engaged themselves to submit, to serve
e as sons in-the Gospel ; but they are not thus engaged to any man or
igumber of men besides. To me the people in general will submit; but
ey will not thus submit to any other.
N Ii.is nonsense, then, to call my using this power, ¢ shackling freehorn
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Englishmen.” None needs to submit to it unless he will, so that there is
no shackling in the case. Every preacher and every member may leave
me when he pleases.  But while he chooses to stay, it is on the same term:
that he joined me ot first.

¢ «But this is making yourself a Pope.” This carries no face of truth
The Pope affirms that every Christian must do all he bids, and believe al
he says, under pain of damnation. I never affirmed anything that bearf
any the most distant resemblance to this. Al I affirm is, the preacher
who choose to labour with me choose to serve me as sons in the Gospel
And the people who choose to be under my care choose to be s0 on th
same terms they were at first.

¢ Therefore all talk of this kind is highly injurious to me, who bear th
burden merely for your sake. And it is exceedingly mischicvous to tf
people, tending to confound their understanding, and to fill their heart}
with evil surmisings and unkind tempers toward me; to whom thep
really owe more, for taking all this load upon me, for exercising this verg
power, for shackling myselfin this manner, than for all my preaching puf
together ; because preaching twice or three times a day is no burden to mf
atdall(,1 but the care of all the preachers and all the people is a burdef
indeed.” :

THE AMERICAN STRUGGLE.

The following extract from a powerful paper by the greatest logiciaf
.in Great Britain, John Stuart MMill, will be read with interest :
‘We conld have acted no otherwise than we have done s yet it s i
possible to think, without something like a shudder, from what we harf
esciped.  We, the emancipators of the slave—who have wearied everg
court and government in Europe and America with our protests anff
remonstrances, until we goaded them into at least ostensibly co-operds
ting with us to prevent the ensiavement of the negro—iwe who for tijg
- last half century bave spent annual sums cqual to the revenue of a smaf
kingdom in blockading the African coast, for a cause in which we uf
only had no interest; but which was contrary to our pecuniary intered
and which many believed would ruin, as many among us still, thoufi
erroncously, belicve that it has ruined, our colonies-—wve¢ should hag
lent a hand to setting up, in one of the most commanding positions §
the world, a powerful republic, devoted not only to slavery, butl
pro-slavery propagandism—should have helped to give a place in tig
community of nations to a conspiracy of slave owners, who la
broken their connexion with the American Federation on the si
ground, ostentatiously proclaimed, that they thougkt an attempt wor
be made to restrain, not slavery itsclf, but their purpose of spreadif
slavery wherever migration or force could carry it.
A nation which has made the professions that England has, def
not with impunity, under however great provocation, betake itself
frustrating the objeets for which it has been calling on the rest of
world to make sacrifices of what they think thelr interest. Atp



THE AMERICAN STRUGGLE, 61

sent all the nations of Europe have sympathized with us; have
acknowledged that were injured, and declared, with rare unanimity,
hat we had no choice but to resist, if necessary, by arms. But the
consequences of such a war would soon have buried its cause in obliv
on.  When the new Cenfederate States, made an independent power
y English help, had begun their erusade to carry negro slavery from
he Potomac to Cape Horn, who would then have remembered that
England raised up this scourge to humanity, not for the evil’s sake,
but beeanse somebody had offered an insult to her flag?  Or cven if
forgotten, who would then have felt that such a grievance was a
sufficient palliation of the crime? Every reader of a newspaper to
e furthest ends of the earth would have believed and remnemnbered
one thing only—that at the critical juncture which was to decide
whether slavery should blaze up afresh with increased vigor or be
rodden out—at the moment of conflict between the good and the evil
gpirit at the dawn of a hope that the demon might now at last be
hained and flung into the pit, Englund stepped cn and for the sake
pf cotton, made Sutan victorious.

The world has been saved from this ealamity, and England from
his disgrace. The accusation would indeed have been a calumny.
But, to be able to defy calumny, a nation, like an individual, must
stand very clear of just reproach in its previous conduct. Unjfortun-
ately, we oursclves have given loo much pluusibility to the charge. Not
by anything said or done by us as a government or as a nation, but

the tone of our Press, and in some degree, it must be owned, the
neral opinion of English society. It is too true, that the feelings
fvhich have been manifested since the beginning of the American con-
est—the judgments which have been put forth, and the wishes which
ave been expressed concerning the incidents and probable eventuali-
ies of the struggle—the bitter and irvitating criticism which had been
ept up, not even against both partics equally, but almost solely
poainst the party in the right, and the unjust refusal of all those just
pllowances which no country needs more than our own whenever its
ircumstances are as near to those of America as a cut finger is to an
plmost mortal wound—these facts, with minds not favorably disposed
§o us, would have gone far to make the most odious interpretation of
he war, in which we have been so nearly engaged with the United
Ptates, appear by many degrees the most probable. Therc is no deny-
Bng that onr attitude toward the contending partics (I mean our moral
Wititude, for politically there was no other course opened to us than neu-
[ ality) huas mot been that which becomes @ people who are as sincere
guemics of slavery as the English veally are, and have mude us great
Wacrifices to put an end to it where they could.  And it has been an ad-
flitional misfortune that some of our most powerful journals have been
gor many years past very unfavorable exponents of English feeling on
BBl subjects connected with slavery : some probably, from the influ-
gnce, more or less direet, of West Indian opinions and interest; others.
rom inbred toryism, which, even when compelled by reason to hold
. 'T{inions favorable to liberty, is always adverse to it in feeling; which

Bikes the spectacle of irresponsible power exercised by one person over
gthers ; which has no moral repugnance to the thought of human be-
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ings born to the penal servitude for life, to which for the term of a fenk
years we sentence our most hardened-criminals, but keeps its indigna§
tion to be expended on ¢ rabid and fanatical abolitionists” across thig
Atlantic, and on those writers in England who attach a sufficientlyg
sorious meaning to their Christian professions to consider a figh§
against slavery as a fight for God.

ACCESS TO GOD.
1TS MEDIUM.

That was a dark and lowering day on which man was banished Edeng
the scene of primeval beauty, purity, and bliss, and sent forth to wandeg
in a dreary world, on which the curse of God had universally fallen. Hog
sad must he have been when he reflected on the glory and happiness}
bad forfeited, and’ the degradation and misery which he had received i
exchange! He had, indeed, cnlarged the sphere of his knowledge, b
that was at the sacrifice of obedience to his benevolent and bountif
Creator; and knowledge purchased at such a price, however alluringi
prospeet, became bitterness and death in experience. He knew now the
be had yielded to a malignant temper, and had, in so doing, broken t
holy and just law of God, forfeited the Divine favour, and excluded hiu
self’ from joyous fellowship with the Author of his being. The senten
of death was prononouced upon him, yet its execution was mercifull
suspended, because a Divine Redeemer interposed. Man sinned and fi
and was cut off from intercourse with God ; but He who, in the midst &
his temporal and spiritual ruin, justly prenounced him cursed, did also gi
the sure promise of a Deliverer, to repair the evil which Satan hs
inflicted on our race. The light of Divine love rose on that dark scer
and lost man was made to feel recovery possible. He that closed the gaté
of Paradise against man, opened to him the gates of heaven, and, by
new and living way, gave him access to God.

The merey-seat was revealed to man ere he left his primal abode. B
the way to it was by the altur of sacrifice. Man’s approach to God w4
henceforth to be only through the medium of atoning blood. He cz¥
only worship aceeptably as a rcdeemncd sinner,—once guilty, condemn
and polluted, but ransomed. God communes with him from the m
seat. Thither must he repair, and with a penitent heart, resting his hoj
of pardon and acceptance on the offering of the appointed sucrifice, let lis
confess his sin, and pray for forgiveness and restored fellowship with Gef

It is a most cheering truth that we, guilty sinners, may have aceces
-God. No barrier, forbidding man’s approach, rises between him and tl§
-throne of divine Mercy. Abel found his way thither by the path of Divinel#
appointed sacrifice, and felt that God still communed with his ereat
though a fallen sinner. On the same path Enoch walked with God,
again made man 1is companion and friend. It was this path that Nog
trod, when he found grace in the sight of God. It was ihis path whit}
Abraham took, and often proved that it led directly into the presence
favour of his God; for his offerings and sucrifices were crowned wid)
signs of Divine acceptance. 2
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i This truth—that sinners have aceess to God by means of an atoning
fllsacrifice—was shadowed forth under the Mosaic cconomy. First in the
i tabernacle in the wilderness, which was built according to the Divine
g pattern shown to Moses in the mount; and afterwards in the temple on
M Mount Zion, which, in its internal arrangements, was after the same
fdmodel.  How rich in symbolic truth was that temple, and what beautiful
§and heart-reviving shadows of good things to come were there! In its

Jeourts, Divinely-appointed Priests ever ministered, and sacrificial blood
flccasclessly flowed.  There, indeed, dependent creatures brought their
i thank-offerings to the God of all their mercies, and waved them before
@ithe Lord ; but there also the sinner brought his sin-offering, and shed
fits blood as an atonement for transgression. And God was in that tem-
§ple, not only in His spiritual presence, but also by a visible symbol,—in
fithe glorious cloud above the merey-seat, in the most holy place within the
gveil.  That holy of holies was the type of “ the high and holy place,”” in
g which the Lord Jehovah has declared He dwells, the high and lofiy One,
whose name is holy. Man’s authorized entrance into the most holy
place in the temple, where the symbol of the Divine presence, in the cloud
of glory, ever shone from between the cherubim, was a declarativn of the
fact that intercourse between God and fallen wan was restorcd, and that
§ Leaven itself was opened to him, .

Yet, under that typical dispensation, which was shadowy and prepara-
tory, and therefore not perfect, there was only one to whom it was given
to [ift the veil which scparated the most holy place from the place of
sacrifice, and that but onee a year, and then ‘not without Llood. But
even with this restriction it was a national privilege; fur the Ilebrew
y Hizh Priest was the representative of all the people, and carried with him
dto the mercy-seat the blood of their sacrifices as well as of his own, and made
intereession and obtained blessings for them as well as for himself, In
his person, and by his act, they entered into the presence of God, and
worshipped, and were blessed, The privilege of intercourse with God did
Dot exist in its perfeet form; but even then the Lord did indeed dwell
upon carth, and sinful men had aceess to Him, through atoning blood and
a mediating High Priest. Hence spiritually-minded worshippers realized
at the altar of God joyful communion with Ilim, and beheld in His house
the beauty of the Lord, ind saw His power and glory in the sanctuary.
In Zion they appeared before God, and dwelt bencath the shadow of the
j Almighty ; for He was known in her palaces for a refuge. Out of Zien

the perfection of beauty, God shined in redcenming grace and merey on
f those who drew near unto Iim, and waited upon him. e who clothed
Zion’s Priests with salvation, made her peaple also skaut for joy.

But the privilege of man’s access to God is brought out in perfect clear-
ness in the New Testament. Ilere we have instead of the prophecy, its
fulfilment ; and in place of the shadow, the substance. We dwell no
longer among types and symbols, but enter upon the inheritance of those
& 20od things, those realized and substantial priviieges, the shadows of
& Vhich gave comfort and hope to the Fathers. ‘

B  The Epistle to the Hebrews is an inspired comment on that law and
& form of worship which served as an cxample and shadow of those heavenly

 things which the Gospel more clearly reveals; and the blessings and privi-
% lcses of the Gospel are all the more interesting and lovely, by being com-
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pared with the types which for ages forsehadowed them. The ¢ worldly §
sanctuary,” as St. Paul styles the ancient temple, no longer exists; but §
all that Was typified in it 1s ours in Christ Jesus. The carthly holy of g
holies and the merey-seat are swept away ; but in their place we have an §
opened heaven, into which in spirit we may enter, and a throne of grace F
before which we may worship and adore. The priesthood of Aavon and §
its bleeding victims are no more; but in their stead we have for our High |
Priest and Sacrifice Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Our High Priest, |
having offered the one cfficacious saerifiee for sin, passed into the heavens, §
and ever liveth to make intercession for us. And we also have acecess
with confidence by the faith of Him. ¢By His own blood He entered k
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” §
And this high privilege results to us, that we by faith may enter that §
same holy place into which Christ our High Priest has entered. ‘Hav-
ing, therefore, brethren, boldness” (or liberty) “ to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath conse-
crated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and having an §
High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in §
full assurance of faith.”, The door of entrance into the presence of the
Father stands open to us all, and through Christ Jesus we have access f
unto Him by the Spirit. Let us then draw near, with all our sins, §
miseries, and wants ; for God is able to supply all our need, according to §
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

THE SIN-BEARER OF SEHRAKOOLAM.

The Ilindus appear to have some idea that it is possible for another to ;
take away their sins, as the following story will show :—

A few years ago, there lived at a village, in Southern India, a native §
gentleman who had four daughters. He had, however, no son, and he [
was exceedingly anxious to have a little boy to inherit his name and pro-
perty. That his wish might be granted, he made a vow to build and E
endow an idol-temple in his village, which should cost :£1,000 or £1,200. B
When the temple was built and ready to be conseerated, the Brahinins §
told him that therc must be a Grammasanthi, that is, that some onc must B
be found to bear away the sins of the village. He must be a Brahmin, §
too, they said, and he must consent to have the sins laid on himself, to
bear their disgrace and punishment, carry them off to the sacred city of f
Benaros, and wash them away in the Ganges. :

After a great deal of trouble, they found a very poor young Brahmin, B
without father or mother; and they promised him a great deal of money, §
and a rich and beautiful wife, if he would undertake the work. He pro- &
miséd, and on the appointed day he appeared at the temple. Two fur- B
rows were shaved in the hair of his head,—black spots, supposed to mean [§
sins, were painted all over his face,—a garland of flowers, a sign of dis B
grace for prisoners, was hung round his neck, and the people brought their §
small besoms and slippers, which they consider most polluting, and slung B
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§ them on his meck. After they had thus laden him with their sius, they
y beat him and drove him out of the village.

Benares was eleven hundred miles off, and the poor boy knew nothing
dof the way, and had no moncy to take him thither. The disgrace he had
Halreadysuffered wds as mueh as he couid bear, and he ran off to his own
llage. The people there, however, beat hin off.  He tried another village,
Ihut he was driven from that also. ~After wandering about without food or
$help, he stole back to his own village, shut himself up in a devil-temple, tore
his tonzue out by the root, and was found there deads So miserably end-
Hed the life of the poor young Brahmin !

Does not this make you think of Isaiah liii. 4, 5, 62 Should you not
wish and pray that the poor Hindus may all hear of Him “who was onee
_ :fered to bear the sins of many,” and whose blood alone « cleanseth from
all s, 27

ETHICS AND RELIGION.

i The skepticism most dangerous at the present day, is not the gross
thing it was in the last century. It drops the guise it once wore. It
ases to rave at morality now—but does what is more dangerous, it DE-
gFIES it. It no longer demands freedom of character, as well as thought,
fibut claims the power to regenerate character, and mould thought and af-
ifection. It claims tobe a dispensation in itself, more etherial, more intellee-
tual, transcendental, and spiritual than the “former.” It calls back the confi-
fdence of men to natural religion, to first principles of justice, virtue, and
bencvolence, to the claims of the areat and noble department of moral
gphilosophy. It puts these in the place of humbling truths of the Gospel!
#This is the great error and leaning of the mind in this age. It has lost
dconfidence in the Gospel to do its own work! There is a tendency to rely
jand glory in natural religion, rather than revealed ; in the power of justice,
Ebenevolence, and humanity, rather than the Gospel!  On this ground, for-
ftificd by nature and philosophy, infidelity stakes the last great battle of
gearth.  Ilere Anti-Christ takes his stand, and throws up his magnificent
(works, It is the Sevastopol of his Empire ; which stands or falls just as
the citadel of substitutes and subterfuges, (though of excellent and
¥ehining material and armor,) comes into the hands of the friends or foes
Hof God.  If natural religion, or ctlical systems deduced from it, are to
Rbecome the reliance of the world in its greas conflict, the hope of the
chureh is sealed, the sun of Christianity is set. It is a stratagem of the
enemy to substitute the old for the new edition of God's truth; the re-
ligion of nature for the religion of Christ; a system of morality for the
faith and humility of the Gospel; and to set forth those principles to the
world as its great dependence in the workof regeneration. These are ail
fbeautiful, but cold as night; while the Gospel is bright, and beaming,
ond regencrating as the day! How casy it is to fall in with
gthories and methods that do not demand one principle or spirituality to
gearry them out.  Ethies asks for the outward ; the Gospel for
fthe lnward.  The one urges reform; the other repentance. Bthies de-
fuands the development and culture of the o ; the Gospel that all things
frhould become NEw.  Ethics requires dufies, works; the Gospel these, not
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lies, but faith, alse, as their ground. Ethics asks for self.improvementf
and enthronement, makes man his own regenerator, and laughs at thel§
idea of sclf-abasement and abandonment; the Gospel commands the cut§
ting off, the plucking out, the tearing up, the hewing the tree itself downd
to its very roots, that plants of grace may grow in itsstead. Ethics asksf
for honor, rather than humility, tales of rights and truths, justice andg
humanity, glories in reason and moral power, rather than Christ and hisg
cross. 1t deifies man rather than the Son of Mun. It seeks to lift up hu§
man nature, rather than take it all down, and rebuild it. 1t learns of theg
inspiration within, rather than the oracles of God. The Gospel, indeed
recognizes of human government and good morals; but puts them in@
their proper place. And nowhere does it make any particular mode off§
applying human government, or ethical rules to the work of human refor§
mation, a test of faith or character! Nor should we; for, here charity andg
freedom end, and intolerance and tyranny begin. He who makes mory
of these than of Gospel institutions and agencies, commits a fatal error g
And he who makes the application of these to Christian enterprise, a tesg
of character and of standing, may have a sensibility that would lead theng
to shrink from using the rack or torch, but has a spirit within him tha
asks for a richer sacrifice—the good names and character, influence anif
standing of his victim. He shrinks from the flesh but stabs the soulf3
worth infinitely more, ?

STRANGE FACT.

The London correspondent of the Dublin Evening Mail gives the folg
fowing remarkable and interesting account of measures taken by the Jewg
in anticipation of their restoration to the Holy Land, stating that his in
formation is derived from different and altogether cligible quarters, {rozg
which an insight was accidentally gained into these remarkable working
of Jewish enterprise and opulence.  Conscious that, during their long cxg
pulsion from a land of their own, the habits they acquired totally uofif
them for the possession and cultivation of their ancient country, shou
they be reinstated in it, they have founded a college near Paris, to which th
cons of many of the best Jewish families have been sent to receive, in a
dition to the ordinary branches of education, instruction in the principl
of scientific knowledge relative to agviculture. What is yet more extrac
dinary, aund the more so from their own explanation of the measure, it
their distribution in Italy, through an agent appointed by themselves, ¢
copics of the New Testament. In justification of this strange and app:§
rently inconsistent step they assign the following reason: * The Protet§
ants, wherever we find them, treat us, on the whole, well, and have ng
political intcrests opposed to our return to power. The Roman Cathol
Church, on the contrary, by the countrics which submit to its dictation,i
enabled to cxercise, and does actually exert, a very strong influence in 18
dircction entively contrary to our desires. The only argument which w
have ever found that Church unable to answer is the New Testamen
Let us therefore spread it over her own peculiar soil.” .Among the man
dangers which now threaten the politieal influcnce of the Sce of Rome, i
is indced remarkable if we have to reckon the distribution of the Nevg
Testament in its immediate vicinity by Jewish hands. s
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Boetry.

AN A

JERUSALEM.

{From the German of Mejfart, in the original metre, as witton in the seventeenth contary.)

Jerusalem, high tower, thy glorious walls,
Would God I were in thee !

My heart hath gone where thy fair beauty calls,
And dwells no more in me;

Tar over the hill and mountain,
Far over the plain and dell,

On wings of rapture soaring,
1t bids this world farewell.

O day of joy, and hour of pure delight—
Ilow long wilt thou delay?

When peacefully my soul may take its flight,
And leave this load of clay,

In perfect trust reposing
On God’s Almighty hand,

Who faithfully shall bring it
Home to its Fatherland.

Lo! from the tomb, up to the clouds of heaven,
1t instantly shall soar,

When, hushed in death, its last farewell is given
To carth, now seen no more;

Elijalys fiery chariot
In triumph it shall ride,

Upborne by angel armics,
That fly on cvery side.

The gates of pearl now open wide to me,
Thou city of the blest;
To me who oft have longed and prayed for thee
And thy refreshing rest,
Ere sighs, and {ears, and sorrow,
Ere pain, and grief, and wog,
VWere changed to this rejoicing
That all thy children know.

T¥hat shining host is this that comes to me
Drawn up in bright array ?

His chosen ones, with palms of victory
1lis joy and crown are they.

These Jesus sends to mect me,
To calm my doubts and fears;

From far they smile and greet me
In this dark vale of tears, ~
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And now behold these prophets, priests, and kings,
And martyrs, noble -band,
Who bore the cross, and dared the torturings
Of tyrants to withstand;
Sce them in glory floating,
Ib freedom cverywhere,
And swift as glittering sunbeams,
Move radiant through the air.

In Paradise, among the saints above,
New pleasure I shall know,

1ith joy divine shall my triumphant love
In songs of praise o’erflow;

Shall join the tull hosannahs
That echo all around,

And mighty halleluiahs
That ever there resound.

Clear trumpet tones, and harps with golden strings,
Those countless choirs employ,

So loud and sweet, heaven's living temple rings,
And trembles with the joy:

Ten thousand times ten thousand,
A sea that has no shore,

Whose praise, in thundering billows,
Rolls on for evermore.

THE LAST LOOK.

I’ve scen the tear roll from the soldier’s eye,

‘When he has stood and looked the last © good-bye ;"
Another word! “TFarewell! I cannot stay ;”

Hark! the hand sounds “ o’er hills and far away.”
I've seen the sailor, who, amidst the blast,

Hung dauntless, fearless, on the quivering mast ;
Tnmoved his mind, amidst the storm’s dread sound,
‘While billows rise like mountains all around;

Yet, when his native shores at first recede,

Pale was his visage, and his heart did bleed.

But when I've stood to watch the dying hour,

Just as the fight was won, the voyage o'cr,

The spirit struggling, cre it quit its hold,

Then, the last look spoke more than can be told.
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Maw is a social as well as a sentient,
ntellectual, and moral being; and as
¥ such he will have joy in the presence
of God in heaven. We arc made for
d brotherhood. Tt was in reference to
this original craving of the heart for
§ society that God said of man when he
§ came perfect from his hands, “Itis
not good for him to be alone,” The
fact of solitariness is indecd unknown
n God's intelligent and moral universe.
With reverence, I remark, that God
has existed as Father, Son, and Spirit,
three persons in the unity of the God-
head. We cannot indeed conceive of
God, whose name is love, existing
from eternity, without a person like
himself as an object of His love. Cer-
tain it is, however, that for the crea-
ture to have joy in himself is iwmpossi-
ble. Isolation would, in time, pro-
duce insanity. The heart will lavish
its affection upon the lowest forms of
animal creation, or upon ideal beings,
rather than feed wupon itself. DBut
there can be no solitude to lum whe
knows there is a God, nor who posses-
ses any religion ; for religion is love to
God.

Now consider what ample resources
heaven affords for the cultivation of
the social affections among those of
the highest intellect, taste, and moral
worth in God’s universe. ¢ But ye
are come unto Mount Zion, and unto
the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com-
pany of angels, to the general assem-
bly and church of the first-born, which
are written in heaven, and to God the
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect, and to Jesus the
mediator of the new covenant.” Here
we have summed up the society to
which every saint i3 introduced in
heaven,

3§ We shall enjoy the sociely of the
$ angels. 'We know about those holy
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SOCIAL LIFE IN HEAVEN.

“But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
crugalem, and to an innumecrable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of
the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and o the spirits of
ust men made perfect, annd to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.—lEen. xii. 2224,

beings, but we do not know them as
yet.  But how often does it happen to
us in regard to our carthly friends, that
those who are kuown to us in our early
years even by name, become in our
latter years indissolubly bound up with
our joy 2 And thus the angels, whom
on carth we have never seen, will,
nevertheless, when the manhood of
our being is reached, Lecome our
intimate friends and dear companions
for ever. Let us not forget, however,
that the angels know each saint on
carth more intimately than the saints
themselves are known by their nearest
friends. Ifor, “ are they not all minis-
tering spirits sent forth to minister for
them whe shall be heirs of salvation 2
But this fact suggests another analog

between our socral relations with men
and angels, viz.—that as earthly friends
who have been acquainted with our-
selves and our family history during
the forgotten days of infancy, are met
by us, m after years, not as strangers,
but with feelings of sympathy and iu-
timacy akin to those awakened by old
kindred ;—ceven so will the saint on
reaching heaven find God’s angels to
be, not strangers, but old friends who
have known all about hin from the
day of his birth until the hour of his
death. Tt is true that these high and
holy ones belong to & different order of
beings from ourselves, and this, we
might be disposed to think, must pre-
vent the possibility of their sympathiz-
ing with us. Dut let us remember that
while in material forms there is no one
common abiding type, by which, for
example, the vegetable, beast, bird, or
fish, are formed;—yet that it is quite
otherwise with intellectual and moral
beings, who are all necessarily made
like God, and therefore like one anoth-
er. And finally, though we might con-
jecture that beings possessed of such
vast stores of knowledge, the accumu
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lated wealth of ages, and of such high
and glorious inteliects, would necessar-
ily repel our approaches by the awe they
would mspire in a child of earth when
with all lus ignorance he enters heaven,
yet let our confidence be restored by
remembering the fact, that in them, as
in the great Jehovah, all majesty and
wisdom become attractive when com-
bined with and directed by love. The
love which enables us to cling to the
Almighty and love Him as a Father,
will enable us to meet the angels in
peace, and to love them as brethren.
‘And thus I am persuaded that a saint
on ecarth, compassed about as he is
with his many infirmities, would even
uow feel more * athome,” so to speak,
with angels, because of their perfect
sympathizing love, than with many of
his fellow-men, because of their remain-
wg pride and gelfishndss!

But ¢just men made perfect” also
for a part of the society above.

Their number is daily increasing. Day
by day unbroken_columns are passing
through the golden gates of the city,
and GGod’s elect are gathering from the
four winds of heaven. There are no
dead saints; all are alive unto God,
and “we live together with them.”
But instead of dwelling longer on
this point, I remark in reference to
this glorious society in general, that
there shail be perfect union among all
its members. That union shall not be
one of sameness; for there can be no
sameness either in the past history, or
in the intellectual capacity of any of
its members. How vast must be the
difference for ever between the history
of Gabriel, the thief on the cross, the
apostle Paul, and the _children who
died yesterday | There is every reason
to believe that each person shall retain
his own individual features of mind,
and peculiarities of character there as
well ag here, Al the stars will shine
in brilliancy, and sweep in orbits more
or less wide aronnd the great centre,
but each “star differeth from aunother
star in glory.” _ Yet this want of same-
ness is what will produce the deepest
harmony, such as one sees in the blend-
ing of ditferent colours, or hears in the
ningling of different notes. And I re-
peat it, the bond of this perfectness
raust be the same in heaven as on earth,

BIBLICAL CRITICISM AND EXPOSITION.

love. Tor it is love which unites ex
sited rank to lowly place; knowledge
to ignorance; thus bringing thing¥
opposite into & harmonious  whole
See how the love which dwelt i
% God manifest in the flesh,’ poured
itself into the lowest depths of humani
ty, and met men far down to lift them [l
high up; so that at_the very moment, g
for instance, when Jesus was intensely gy
conscious of his dignity ; ¢ knowin
that he came from God and went
God,” he showed how inseparable wa
true’ love from true grandeur, for
# knowing” this, ¢ he rose from sup
per and girded himself with a towe
and washed his disciple’s feet I’ And
as Jesus in the might of the sam
Divine affection bridged over the gulifg
which separates man from himself and§g
his Fatuer, drawing the impure to hin}d
the Holy One that they might becomels
holy; and the ignorant to h m the Allj
knowing that they might become truly
wise ;—so shall the same Divine lov
include within its vast embrace all i
heaven, from God seated on the thron
down through the burning ranks o
cherubim and seraphim, till it reach
the once weeping Magdalenc, and th
once soresicken Lazarus, and the in
fant who has passed from the bosom of 5
its mother 1o the bosom of its God
How glorious is the thought that th
poorest saint here—the most ignoran
the most despised, the gmost  solitary}¥
and unknown—shall not only admire®
and love, but be himself the object of
admiration and of love on the part off
the highest spirit there |
But I have not as yet spoken of onsf
Friend there who will be the centrnl
of that bright society — Jesus t
Mediator of the new covenant !’ ¢
will take you to myself;” is the blessedg
promise. ¢ We shall see him ashe s,
is the longed-for vision. “ We sh
be like bhim,” is the hopedHfor perfe
tion. To know, to love, to be in allg
things like Jesus, and to hold commu
nion with him for ever—what ¢“an exf§
ceeding weight of glory 1" Jesus w
never be separated personally from hish
people; nor can they ever possibl
separate their character, their joy, o
their safety from his atoning death forg
them on earth, or his constant life for}
them 1n heaven. It is the Lamb who}

i
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hall lead them to living fountains of
aters; and the Lamb upon the throne
ho shall still preside over them. The
amb shall be the everlasting light of
¢ New Jerusalem; and *fworthy is
¢ Lamb!” shall be its ceaseless song
fpraise. Beyond this I cannot go.
2R vain I endeavour to ascend in
Qought higher than ¢God manifest in
e flesh,” even to the Triune Jehovah
ho dwelleth in the unapproachable
ght of his own unchangeable perfec-
pns; and  endeavour to catch a
impse of that beatific vision which,
Qough begun here in communion with
fod, is there enjoyed by * the spirits
f just men made perfect,” ““according
§ his fulness,” and therefore in a mea-
jrc which to us passeth all understand-
fo. But if any real spiritnal inter-
Burse with Jehovah is now “joy un-
geakable;”” if the hunger of the soul
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to possess more, fails often from its in-
tensity to find utterance for its wants
in words, what must it be to dwell in
his presence in the full enjoyment of
Himself for ever} There are saints
who have experienced this blessedness
upon earth to a degree which was al-
most too much for them to bear. And
if men, sinful men, yea, dying men, can
everso feel within their tabernacles of
clay—what is the measure of that oliss
which fills the souls of those redeemed
ones at this moment in his presence,
in perfectly knowing and enjoying God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

May the Lord give us all grace to
love on earth such as we may hope to
meet in heaven; aud if we cannot ag
yet enjoy the communion of angels;
may we seek for, and enjoy, the comy
munion of saints |

Py

¢ The General Conference of the
thodist Bpiscopal Church in the
Fited States, at its session in 1860, di-
eted that the subject of Lay-Delegation
Ro that body should be laid before
the societies in order to determine
v for sach a change in the govern-
pnt of the Church was desired by
people. The question has accord-
ly been submitted to the Quarterly
Recting, and has thus far resulted in
393, votes in favour of the change,
lld 2,134 against it.  The votes yet to
§ taken may possibly somewhat alter
e majority either for or against it;
@t the fecling of the official members
the Church, i3 quite evidently very
from being unanimously in favour
f the proposed modification.

1aTISTICS OF RoOME.~The Corres-
Wndence de Home gives the following
ptistical details for the year 1860 :—
ere are in Ro-ie 54 parish churches,
,706 families, 34 bishops, 1,417
hiosts, 2,390 monks and religious men,
031 nuns, 886 pupils of seminaries
colleges, 834 inmates of the apos-
gl ical palaces, 213 infidels and heretics.

Religions Puieiligence,
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There were 96,294 men, 87,356 womern
—total, 184,049. The number of births
in 1860 was 5,957, or one birth to
twenty-eight inhabitants. The number
of deaths was 7,764, or one for every
twenty-nine inhabitants. The number
of marriages was 1,423. There were
also 4,468 Jewsin Rome in 1860.

Hory Tax.—The Amide la Reli-
glon states that the Pope is raising a
small revenue in Spain by prolonging
a bull which permits Spaniards to eat
weat on fast days (certain days in Lent
only excepted) for the small consider-
ation of one real a year, (about 2d.}
This bull is to be publicly proclaimed
in the streets of Madrid with the usual
solemnities.

Sraw sTiLn IsToLERANT.~The con-
stitution of the Spanish nation provides
that every Spaniard must be a Romanist.
As evidence that this is no dead-letter,
there are at present some fifty personsin
Spanish prisons charged with the erimes
of reading God’s word and holding
prayer miectings! Yet Romanists in
this country dare to assert that their
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Church doesnot persecute now. Doubt-
less they do not evoke the civil power
here to sustain their intolerance; but
would they not if they could ? Persecu-
tion is as inseparable from Romanism
.88 oppression 1s from slavebolding.

Tng Frexcit GOvERNMENT AXD CONVENTS,
—The frequent cases of the abduction
of young females from their homes by
Romish agents in France, has at last roused
the Government to a sense_of the neces-
sity of adopting some decisive means to
put a stop to the nefarions practice. Ior
this purpose, M. Rouland, Minister of
Public Instruction and Worship, has is-
sued a circular, directing the Government
Functionaries to act promptly in endea-
voring to prevent and punish Priests and
others who are found guilty of enticing
minors from their homes, and harbouring
them in Convents, under pretence of re-
ligious zeal. 'The circular, has, as might
be expected, made quite & sensation
amongst the various Romish fraternitics,
with whose operations it is intended to
interfere so seriously.

Siz Roperr PrEl. AND TiE PaPISTS.—
Sir Robert Pecl, the new seeretary for
Ircland, has been distinguishing himself
by an attack wpon the Ultrmmontane
Roman Catholic party in Ireland. The
first attack was made upon him by the
Roman Catholic Archbishop, Dr. Cullen,
who issued a manifesto against the Rt.
Hon. Baronet, on account of some speeches
ke delivered in favor of Italy, Sir Robert
turned the tables, and has created quite a
sensation by the power, wit, and sarcasm
of his addresses.

Nor Worst Tnay vy Master Han.—A
Scandinavian missionary in  Minnesota
writes that if God did not work wonders
he does not see how he can survive his
labors which are hecoming so great. ITe
‘travels a civenit exceeding 123 miles; “ 1
‘hardly know what rest is; and then I suf
fer both from hunger and cold very often.
Not leng since 1 had to travel twenty-
seven miles in the most extreme cold—
s0 cold, indeed, that I wonder how the
horse and myself escaped. It wasso cold
.that the mercury froze and broke the
glass, and then I got into a rough log
house, where not a bit of comfort ever
existed ; it was cold, dirty and miserable
in every respect; it tries the health and
patience too. Butl always fecl conteuted;
never compliined yet, and never intend
¢o, for it is not worse thar my Master
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had it, but it is about the same, and i
is enough. I feel happy to share not ¢:%
in the blessings, but in sufferings.” §

Grrvany.—L. Nippert writes from Big
Switzerland, Jan. 17, to the Correspef
ing Secretary of the Methodist Episce
Church in the United States :—"(§
work in Basie and vicinity is still prog$
ing, although we have to contend
manifold opposition. In the city,
number of our members in society is§
creasing ; and prayer and cluss-meeting
as well as the public services, are atted
ed well, and greatly blessed. We 18
forward with great joy to the time wig
we may occupy our new chapel, whd
will be completed next Qetober. 1t
be a practicable, plain building, and
an ornament to that part of the city wij
it is erected, and may even be seen f
a distance. We fecl very grateful tog
Board for giving us the necessary 13
that we may soon have our own housj
worship, and then carry on the mis
with less expense. Dear Doctor,
would be very happy to see you withj
at conference and the dedication of thed
pel; atleast we hope one day to scedig
in Germany.  The visit of Bishop Ji
has been a blessing to us all, and i
were possible we would rejoice to scend
of our superintendents with us annual

Goon News rrox Russta.—We havef
peatedly referred to the cheering ing
gence that the Bmperor of Russia }
veen induced to encourage the transhd
of the Scriptures into the Modern R
the vernacular of the many million
Russians who belong to the Nati
Church, and of the two or three milf:
of “ Dissenters,” such as the Molo
and others, We have lately receive
letter from a Russian lady of high w
who holds a position near the thrg
that confirms all we have said. §
translation of the entive New Testarly
has been finished, the publication of
the Gospels and of the Acts of the &
tles has been made, and many thous:
of copies have alrcady been put in d
lation. The publication of the Epi
and the Book of Revelation will §
follow. A few months ago we «
scarcely hope to hear such good i
from that great Empire. The Lo
praised for it, for after all, it isa pa
“Ilis doings,” who is King in Zion
in whose hand is the governiment of
earth, with its many rulersand its natif



GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED
. STATES.

December of 1861 and January of ’68
Bhsve been rendered memorable by an oc-
currence which had well nigh involved
wo powerful nations in war. The act of
gCommodore Wilkes in forcibly removing
Wour passengers from a British vessel,
iling from one British port to another,
nd the retention of the prisoners under
Blic sanction of the United States author-
ties, was the more aggravating on account
AR o suspicion on the part of the British
BRbublic that it was intended to provoke the
@British Government to make a demand
#kith which the United States would not
PRomply. The idea of a premeditated in-
St was the more readily entertained
Mom the known sentiments of the Secre-
Wy of State, Mr. Seward, in regard to the
Blnesation of the British American prov-
Wcos to the great Republic; and it was
@ riher supposed that his circular to the
avernors of the states bordering on Brit
§lL territory, was issued in anticipation of
@ibme cvent that would interrupt peaceable
lations with Great Britain. And the
Bnerican people on the other hand scem
have entertained the suspicion, that
eat Britain was desirous of some pre-
kt for a quarrel with the United States,
Jd was only too ready to seize upon the
eged illegal invasion of the Zirent, for
o humiliation of a great rival, whose
psperity and rapidly-increasing power,
was supposed had excited the jealousy
[ Britain. We are gratified, however,
t the untoward event which seemed
a time to threaten disastrous conse-
fuces, has been amicably arranged, and
t the present the friends of peace in
h countries are encouraged to hope
t wise counsels will prevail in the two
ernments, and that all similar difficul-
B that may arise betwseen them will be
B~
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adjusted with a like promptness, aud due
regard for national honour, and tho main-
tenance of pence.

We should, however, be more hopeful
for the future good fellowship of Great
Britain and the United States, were it not
for the mutterings of wrath whichwe hear
from the latter, and the intimations that
there will be a day of reckoning with the
nation that has taken advantage of their
misfortunes to urge a humiliating demand.
All this may be nothing mare ‘serious
than a momentary popular impulse, which
time and sober reflection will correct ; and
yet we are not ceriain that the past his-
tory of our neighbours affords a guaran-
tee that the threatencd retaliation may
not be inflicted upon Great Britain, should
2 favourable opportunity be presented.
The people of the great Republic have
never showed much sympathy with Britain
in any of her contests with other powers;
and the desire for her humiliation has not
been concealed when circumstances
have scemed to favour such results. And
yet what has been the course which the
Government and people of Great Britain
have pursucd throughout the unhappy
strife in which the United States are now
involved? Has it not becn one of digni-
ficd neutrality?  Orif there has been any
manifestation of interest, it has been the
expression of a hope, that the contest may
result in the overthrow of the system of
slavery, and the freedom of the nation
and country from the shame and curse of
African bondage ? And bad the Govern-
ment at Washington at once openly ad-
mitted the cause of the rebellion, and
adopted decisive measures for its remo-
val by an act of emancipation upon equit-
able principles, it would have received the
cordial approbation of every lover of hu-
manity throughout the civilized world,
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A New Musser CARTRIDGE—~A 50N
- of Dr. Johnston, Professor of Chem-
istry and Natural History, in the
Wesleyan University at Middletown,
‘Conn., has invented a new and very
“valuable improvement in the cartridge
used in the common soldier’s musket,
The common cartridge,being wrapped
merely in brown paper, is liable to
damp, and has to be opened with the
teeth, and loaded while the gun is in
-avertical position. The new cartridge
ig waterproof, and explosive by fire,
making opening unnecessary. It can
boloaded inany position of the gun, as
in Zouave practice, and ignites in-
stantly with the chp. The Govern-
ment of the United States has ordered
an immense quantity of these cart-
ridges, and large factories for them
are begun.

PerroLEvy.—Mr. Alexander S. Mc-
Crae, oil and produce broker, 18,
Chapel street Liverpool, in his circu-
lar of 16th December has the follow-
ing:—“Petroleum, Kersosene, Pkotogene,
or Rock and Well Oil—The intro-
duction of this article is taking tre-
mendous strides  If the rocks and
wells of Pennsylvania, Canada, and
other districts continue their exuda-
tion at the present rate of supply, the

-value -of  the trade in this oil may
even equal American cotton. The Oil
Gas distilled from the raw Petroleum
is immensely superior, and much
more brilliant than our own coal gas.
For ycars we have sent coals to Ame-
rica Tor her gas works, andit will be &
-singular freak of events if she and

- Canadn should supply us with a better
expedient. The refined for burning,
(knowr: in the country as Parafiine oil,
and of which about 500 tuns a week
. are sold) has been selling at £30 to

£40 per ton, (of 252 gallons) for yei-
low.or white, while the crude varies
in wvalue from £6 to £25, according
totest. The merits of the Petroleum
will be better understood when impor-
ters are informed, that besides the
uses already named, lubricating oils
of every color and specific gravity can
be obtained from it; wax also for the

mapnfacture of paraffine candles,—

naptha, and consequently benzoles
(from which the fashionable dyes:
magenta, rosenine, auneline, &c., an
obtained) pitch, &c, &c., all of then
having scveral other applications. It
is reported on the very best authority,
that they have discovered from it now
an available substitute for spirits o
turpentine for paints and also a sol
vent for India rubber, results, I under.
stand, that they have not effected in
America or Canada, and the importance
of which cannot be over-estimated. In
my first circular it was stated tha
%,000 barrels of crudeand refined wer
on the way to this country, and th
London Times of the 13th inst., men
tions 8,000 barrels on the way to Lon
don. Thereare 10,000 barrels now com
ing to Liverpool, and 2,000 barrels t
Glasgow, in all about 20,000 barrels
(or £100,000 sterling, and the tradend
six months old,) & simple tithe of whs?
we want.”

IuprOVEMENT I¥ CANDLES.—Stecp thiy
cotton wick "in water, in which I
been dissolved a considerable quant
of nitrate of potassa—chlorate of
tassa answers still better, but it ist
expensive for common practice—!
these means, & purer flame and sy
rior light are sccured; a more perf
combustion is insured; snuffing
rendered nearly as superfluous as
wax candles. The wicks must
thoroughly drica before the tallowi}l
put to them,

The German scientific journalst
us that Professor Lamont has neat
brougkt his rescarches on terresin
currents to a close, and has arriveds
most remarkable results, having s
ceeded in proving thut electrical o
rents on the surface of the eartha
transmitted in a definite dircction,of
that a perfect correspondence exiy
between them and the variationsd
the magnet. The bearings of the
established cannot at this momen
accurately estimated, but at all evel
elecirical and magnetical rescarc
will be put upon a mnew fooling
them. i
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'The following communications are inserted to show the spirit and
ctivities of the self-denying Missionaries on our Indian and Domestie -
issions; and they are instructive. The New Settloments have many
oligious necessitics. The Itinerancy on the frontiers is vigilant and -
borious, In the most remote Settloments intelligent and manly old
ountry Methodists, and others, welcome the pioneer Preacher, and
edtly facilitate his first efforts for success. Seldom, if ever, is such
preacher repulsed,—nay, often all Faiths rejoice in his coming.
Vhatever honours are gathered wlere the ministry has long been
stablished, the frontier Missionary gathers many indeed; and the
solated and exciting circumstanees of such a servant of God, exhibit
o force and adaptation of the great commission of Him who came to
pek and save the lost, whilst, to the praise of God we add, many
ayers ave offered, and purses generously opened, that the wilder-
essos of Canada, Hudson’s Bay, and Biitish Columbia may be glad

pr the Saviour.

My visit to French River last fall
ps encouraging ; I found the Metah-
kowenenewug (men of bare rock)
bishing up five log houses. I learned
{ they had hauled the logs them-
lves, made their own lumber and
ingles. OQur religious mectings were
pall, but good. T'wo joined society,
d I baptized two children.
At Nashkodayong the gatherings for
Rvine worship were larger. There
re scasons of refreshing, Two
igubiful members experienced “peace
th God through our Lord Jesus
: I baptized onc child and five
4 Ten joined the society at this
Wlace,
poe of my children, Mary Elizabeth,
mejewunoqua) died on the 2%th
fkember, 1861, aged nine years and
p months. Her end was peace,—
psus loves me.” Qur bereavement
Ruinful, but our hope is that if we
X faithful to the end “ God shall
e away all fcars.”
ar watch-night mecting on the
eve of 1861, and our Quarterly
pting ou the first Lord's day of this
were scasons of comfort to our
8.

R

iract of a Letter from the Rev. A. Salt, duted Christian Islands
February 17th, 1862;

Qur people, including the class at
Beausoliel, are steadfast in the Chris«
tian course, The amount of their
Missionary subscription for this year
is larger than that of last year.

I still devote what time I can in
keeping a day school. There are
children always ready to attend.

I have lately received a letter from
the tcacher at Nashkodayong, He
writes that the new converts are faith-
ful, the school kept up, and the Bis-
sionary subscription in advance of Iast
year.

I ran fo the expense of purchasing
a quarter deck boat last fall from chief,
Solemon James: this kept me back
frem getting our house made coms-
fortable.

This Mission-house is too small for
my family, it requires a proper parti~
tion,—the upper part ought to be made
fit for sleeping, and an additional
building for a kitchen. If you will
make an dppropriation I will get ouf
logs while t} 2re is snow on the ground:
and lumber to be brought over on the
ice. An immediate answer will bea _
favour, :
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GARDEN RIVER.—NASHEKOUDAYONG.

FExtract of a Letter from the Rev. F. Sallows, dated Garden River,

November 29th, 1861.

Our prospects are gradually becom-
ing more cheering. The Indian work
is encouraging ; some of the wander-
ets arc returning, and had I a good man
for an interpreter, I have no doubt of
gaining a greater influence,

The white'work is opening up. I
have a very encouraging congregation
st Sault St. Marie, where we bave ser-

Eztract of a Letter from Mr. J. Beatty, Indian Teacher, dated Nask-
koduydng, North Shore, 18th January, 1862.

I send you an ornament that I took
from a magic pole, which has been put
up as a sacrifice to the god of the heath-
ens by conjurers of this place; two of
them now are members of our Church.
I hope they will prove faithful, I wil
give you in & few words the descrip-
tion and details of the ornaments.

There are dificrent Iengths of ribbon
attached to it which represent the dif-
ferent lengths of life, between the old
and young. The short ribbon repre-
scnts the old advanced age, the next
shortest ribbon represents the middle
aged, the longest ribbon represents
the youngest of all, to live to be very
old age,

The blue braid represents peace and
prosperity, no war, The beads repre-
sent that they might receive plenty
of game from the Great Spirit.

The short ribbon, with the braid,
represents an offering for the health
of their families.

The tobacco offering represents a
union, that the bad and good spirit
should smoke together, without jea-
lousy of these beautiful offerings from
the devotee.

The frame is a representation which
combines all the offerings to the hea-
then god, by a magical power of the
conjurer. The raising of the magic
pole is raising life for the sick.

have seen in my younger days my
father ercct a magic pole, whenever
we got sick; he used to tie different

vice once in two weeks. There is a
new settlement about ten miles from
the Sault, which would be 22 miles
from here. I X had a horse I could
doubtless have an appointment in that
neighbourhood, and attend to it the
same day I would be at the Saul$ S,
Marie.

ornaments on the pole, viz., tobaccy
ribbands, ealico, feathers, skins, dog,
bats, silver ornaments, hand ring
and ear-bobs. He used to tie a batk
dish on the pole for vituals, that hi;
god might take a dinner in case o

being hungry. '

I send you the above-mentione
articles to show the public that ou)
pagans are giving up their supersty
tious habits, and arc serving the tr
and the living God; offering their orna}
ments for the good cause of Chri
their Saviour, and by subscribi
$48 fowards helping the Mission:
cause. '

‘We are all well ; my School is goil
on well. I visitFrench River Missi
every other Sabbath since the ice %
permit me, Sabbath-school is kept
usual.

New Years’ day was a good day
these two missions. - We were uniti
in & good feast, something like whif}
people, instecad of a dog-feast; ne
day we met again, and formed a Mifs
sionalry Mecting among ourselvd
without 1eceiving instruction fridg
our dear Chairman, I suppose '8
thought we were too poor to give, 4§
we made something like $48.
Indians here see no money, but fu
some say, I give Mink-skin, worll
two dollars cash; some say, I gj
Beaver-skin, worth one dellar a pouw
s0 the rest do the same, ‘



Knowing that you take a deep inter-
jat in our mussion work in Canada, I
it down 10 give you some intelligence
n reference to our work in this part.
lesterday I attended a quarterly meet-
ng in the rising village of Arnprior,
vhich was crowned with the Divine pre-
ence.  Above the village a few miles,
he Lord has graciously poured out His
Holy Spirit lately; and a good cause
has been raised up where we had no
nterest before. At our business meet-
yng on Saturday, we had a noble repre-
cotation from the neighbourhood of
he revival, who entered into arrange-
ments to erect a church immediately ;
hey also made calculations to pay to-
wards 2 minister’s salavy in future,
Rbout $50, annually; it is my opinion
hey will raise more. The work scems
80 be gaining ground in the village;
ustifying the course pursued by the
ast Conference, in making Arnprior
Bhe head of a mission. This village is
beautifully situated, near the junction
bf the Ottawa and Madawaska Rivers,
d will form the depot of the B. & O.
R, on the Ottawa, so that it be-
bomes a place of interest, and should
e well sustained. I feel now fully
patisfied in the wisdom of the arrange-
Reit entered into by the lasy Confer-
nee, and believe that this will yet be

§ There are about 400 familiesin the
ounds of this mission, most of whom
e Protestants. These families are
cattered over five townships. About
00 of them live in the municipality of
fKaladar and Anglice, over 100 in the
Jownship of Barrie, and the remainder
i the townships of Abinger and
Panby. This mission embraces about 50
@hiles of the Addington road, a large
art of which is settled on eachside ; the
Mbts were given free. Flinton is a
guall villsge situated about three miles
p¥est of the road, in the township of
PRoladar, There are seven school-
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Letter from Rev. Win. Morton, Chairman of the Pontiac District, dated
Portage-du-Fort, Fe ’

bruary 24th, 1862.

a desirable field of labour, and one that
will repay the expenditure bestowed
upon it. Brother Peterson’s labours
arc being blessed; but his physical
strength 13 scarcely adequate to such
a field. In the village of Portage.du-
Fort God has been pouring out his
Spirit, and a large society has been
raised up ; there ave also intimations of
good in other parts of the mission.
We hope to commence the erection of
a church by the spring in the willage.
May God give us success!

Brother Drennen is gaining ground
on the Renfrew Mission, and Brother
Curry is zealously running from post to
post through twelve townships; he
has also to do what he ean among the
Germans, left at the present destifute.
May God graciously visit this people !

Brother Tomblin and Jackson are
advancing our interests on the West-
meath Mission. Brother Doxsee is sue-
ceeding to some extent on the Onslow
Mission, and Brother Sanderson, at
Point Alexander, is getting on as well
as might be expected, considering the
scattered population among whom he
labours. We were disappointed in not
being favoured with a visit from our
worthy President, but must submit to
the will of Providence.

ract of a Letter from the Rev. J. A. Dowler, dated Flinton, Janvary
2nd, 1862.

houses on the Addington roa: , and four
settlements towards the “fadawaska
without school houses, There are
three school sections east of the road,
in each of which we have a class. I
endeavour to preach once a month on
Sabbath day in nine school sections,
and once a week in Flinton. 1 have
four appointments on one Sabbath in
the month. T also endeavour to preach
occasionally on week days in four set~
tlements tha’ I cannot supply on Sab-
bath, and there are four other getile-
ments without an appointment.
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GRENVILLE..

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. B. Grakam, dated Grenville,
September 26¢%, 1861.

I purposed to visit some of the more
distant townships as far as popuiation
extended, and travelled through Gren-
ville Mountains to Harrington, a place
long since favoured by the visits of
the Methodist Ministers, but removals
and change have considerably lessened
their influence. I corresponded with
one Mr. 8. Bevin, Sr., who more than 20
years before had first heard a sermon
from Rev. John Black on the appa-
rently affectionate words, ¢ Art thou
in health, my brother 77 which he said
he never forgot. He invited me to
proceed, and proposed bringing his ca-~
noe for me adistance of 16 miles. We
agrecd, and travelling through woods
to where we were to launch, we em-
barked in a frail bark‘canoe up the
rugged waters of the river Rouge, in-
terrupted frequently by portages, somo
a mile in length, on which occasion
my steersman would shoulder his bur-
den and carry that which carried us,
paddles, furniture, and all. He secem-
od to me, though a small man, to be
somewhat like Samson carrying the
gates of Gaza, but, like Nimrod, he is
a mighty hunter. I followed iu his
wale, fulling and running alternately.

We got on thus to the Township of
Arundel, and was there welcomed and
received by Mr. George Staniforth,
who came to the bank of the river to
receive us. He isan Englishman from
Nottingham ; has been a local preach-
er for many years; is well acquainted
with Methodism and many of the most
popular preachers in England; has
been in Canada about 16 years, and
Providence seems to have pointed out
.ds way to this locality for agood pur-
pose, in which he has been for three
years, but, as he observes, no regular
nminister had been ever there. My pi-
lot went on to warn the coasts, and
next day, Friday, Mr. S. and I started
through the scttiements, and arriving
in time to get the Captain and his ca-
noe again. Wecrossed the Iake called
after his own name, Bevins’ Lake, he
being the first white man that came
there, nearly forty years ago. I bap-
tized: a child, then procecded about
four miles up the lake to look up a
site to build & church and residence,
gelecting one beautifully romantic and:
picturesque. We landed and urged

our way to other scttlements, praying
and conversing with the pcople, and
baptizing 11 children, 5 in one family
-—cldest 14 years of age—meeting with
some painfully-ignorant of the bless-
ings of redemption or the world's Re-
deemer. We thus spent the day, and
announcing for public service and Sac-
rament on the ensuing Sunday, we re-
turned on our toiling trip of 8 or 10
miles more, on lake and river and
through woods.

Saturday wet; visited around, and
prepared for Sabbath. Sunday we car-
ly started in a large canoe, into which
8 of us were stowed, made of the same
frail material—bark—but unhkappily it
leaked in two place, so that we soon
had the weight of another in-water,
besides wet feet. We put two on shore
to walk, and then proceeded on our
trip of 6 miles, sometimes bailing out
the water, enduring and singing till
we came to ourdestination, which was
& French Canadian scttlement, whers
were persons who had two yecars before
left the Church of Rome, and fied here
from the persecution of priestsand pa-
rents. We found two families, ons
with 5 sons, and the other with %
chiefly the fruit of the Swiss Mission.
There are others, who have “followed,
not yet protestantized, but accessible;
the pious of them took the Sacrament
Though they cannot speak English
but are quite conversant with the
French Scriptures, they are urgent for,
a minister, and say if we will not ob!
tain one, they will get one; but if we
will supply them, it will do for all
I got & woman to interpret at the ad
ministration of the Sacrament for me
and they all received—some who neve
had before. We returned ; started next
day; preachcd on the way; got homt
safely but very tired ; Mr. Bevin hav
ing spent five days canocing and car
rying us ; other places are opening.

The following s from M. Stani‘
Jorth, spoken of in Mr. Graham's
Letter.

There are in Arundel and adjoini
Townships about 35 scttlers, or willk
this fall, as the land is taken; and
they arc comprised of English, Irit

i




Scotch, French, Canadian, and Ameri-
con. Religiously they are Methodists,
Presbyterians, Baptists, Church of
England, Roman Catholic, and others.
We have had religious services at in-
ervals nearly two years, which are
tolerably well attended, but no min-
ister of any denomination has cver
gbeen in the settlement until the Rev.
iifr. Graham came. There isa general
site to have religious ordinances,
nd an expressed willingness to assist
in building a chapel and house for a
cthodist minister, and ono of our
ends has engaged to pay fora lot of
acres, and give it to the Missionary
Zeause, on which we intend to erect
18 chapel early next spring, and chop
qufiicient land to keep & horse and cow

2 Pethaps » word or two about our
tgrospects of success in establishing
Mission and promoting the work

i§sting to you. The socicty,at George's
t§alic, as you are aware, is in a
rosperous state. I preached there
bBst Sabbath-morning, and led the
'®lass at the close of the service, We
ffd a most blessed and refreshing
ason, throughout, ¢ from the presence
the Lord” My heart was much
couraged, and my faith was strength-
Eped. Thanks be unto God, and to
k®s name be a1l the glory ! In the af-
(@moon, I travelled some thirteen
ERiles over o rough road, to what is
led “Johnson’s Settlement,” preach-
at five o'clock to a large congrega-
on (for the place) in a school-
Mpuse. It was literally crammed,

&I visited several of the principal
Bnilics in the place ; they all seemed
B be friendly, and are anxious that I
$ould continue the appointment.—
Whers preach there once a fortnight,
B 2n adjoining place, where I also es-
Bct to preach,

20n Monday cvening I came to Rice-
Bllc, and have been going about mest
the time since, from house to house,
fing to look up our scattered people,
d also, visiting as far as I can, all
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during the summer. We shall require
two other chapels, which will be built,
and sccured on the Conference plan
when wanted, as we have now three
preaching places in private homes, one
of them a Protestant Canadian family,
another a Roman Catholic, and a third
a Methodist family. We Methodists
have now possession of the entire ficld,
and by a vigorous prosecution of our
duties may be instrumental in promo-
ting the best interests of the popula-
Iation.  Let us bave timely aid, and
by taking in East Harrington we shall
soon be able to sustain a minister.—
We are about to begin a third service
next Sabbath day, which will be near-
1y central. We earnestly ask an in
terest in the prayers of God’s people.

ract of @ Letter from the Rev. J. Hyndman, dated North Plantagenet,
January 5th, 1862.

Protestantdenonominations, (of which
there are a good many) rcading the
Scriptures, exhorting sinners to seek
the Lord, and those who make a pro-
fession of his name to holiness of
heart and life. I was much encourag-
cd whilst going among the people,
although many of them are spiritually
dead ; yet there seemed to be cause to
hope, as they felt a desire to return to
the Lord: “And the power of the
Lord was present to heal” 1 hope
and pray that the Lord will restore
them ‘again to the joy of his salva-
tion.”

I have.given out two appointments
for next Sabbath, one at Caledonia
Flats, the other in Riceville. There is
preaching here by the Episcopals,
Presbyterians, and Baptists. I in-
tend to visit some other settlements
some fifteen miles distant from Rice-
ville as soon as I can, if the Lord will
permit, and take up some weck-night
appointments. I think I can arrange
some of the appointments so that I
can preach three times on Sabbath;
but the journcys are very long. Iam
going to take up my head quarters at
Riceville, and most of the preaching
places are from seven toneatly twenty
miles in all directions.
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VANCOUVER'S ISLAND.

Extract of @ Letter from the Rev. E. Robson, dated Nunaimo, V. I.
December 2nd, 1861,

Quite anumber of our former hearers
have left the place, as will always be
the case in this country; but their
places arc in some instances filled by
new-comers. It is pleasing to stato
that our church is often frequented by
officers and men belonging to T.B.)M.
navy, and also by captains and men
from the merchant ships which fre-
quent our port. Several of the cap-
tains have been Methodists in other
countries, and some of them express
their heartfelt gratitude that in this
far-off land they have the privilege of
hearing the same kind of preaching
that they used to hear in their father-
lands. The time before the last that
1 preached in this place there was pre-
sent the captain of a barque who had
not been inmside a church for nine
years. His parents and friends were
Mecthodists. I cannot help believing
that the sced thus “cast upon the
water®? will ¢ return after many days.”
Good impressions have been made and
resolutions formed, and it is to be hop-
ed that God, who alone can give the
jncrease, will bless our cfforts.

At 8alt Spring Islands, our monthly
visitsare generally times of encourage-
ment. ‘The people come out from
every corner of the little settlement,
and devour every word with an cager-
ness which cvinces something more
than curiosity. Indced good has al-
ready been done there and cevil pre-
vented. We have good hopes of the
appointment, and are determined to
keep it up though it sometimes is dif-
ficult to reach it, asthe only communi-
cation is by water. Onc week ago in
visiting the Island, 1 had to spend
three days on the watcer, and sleep one
night on the shore without a tent;
another night in an Indianhut. Igot
dost on the middle of the Island while

crossing from one side to the other,
and had a narrow escape from drown.
ing while out in my canoe. This but
illustrates the character of our work
on this coast. b

Our Sunday School at Nanaimo con.
tains 27 scholars and 5 teachers. Ths
inducements offered in the Episcopal
School bave drawn some from oury
but upon the whole, the School is inz
prosperous condition. Our annoal
festival was held on the 12th ult. We
had a good tea for the parents, child:
dren and teachers, music on the melo
deon, examination, &c.

The Indian school has been sus
pended for some time, as the Indian
have been away fishing, and digging
potatoes, &c. They have now reture,
ed, and I hope to re-open in a fex
days. T have preached to the Indi
frequently in the house ecrected f
that purpose, and have also visi
them at their lodges, and endeavour
to instruct and Icad them to
Saviour. Somectimes in this dep
ment of my work, I have had consi
crable encouragements, and again ha
been disappointed by the return
drunkenness of those concerning why
I bad bright hopes. The poor Indi
are tempted or cvery hand to dr
the “fire water.?

There have been some difficultiess
the little class since I last wrol
which have resulted in lessening it.
Those who differed from us and 1
have shown by subscquent condu
that they were not worthy the pk
they occupied, and still remain a
from all means of grace. The decr
in the number of members has mady
considerable difference in the funds
the circuit. I hope that these ¢
will be healed, and that God will
to our number ¥ of such as arc sav




