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IMMUTABILITY OF TRUTH.

endeavor to prove the immutability

of truth, and

C truth and immutability of our
atholic doctrine as a natural consequence.
all "uth in jts logical acceptation, as we are
forpvare, is the adequation or the con
kng“ty of our intellect with the " thing
tio““{“:' but in its metaphysical accepta-
obje.t CONSists in this, that the entity of

SCts, or rather that the objects of our

od hedge correspond with the ideas that

as of them.

VeOWever before entering into the
to g Opment proper of the subject, I beg
Philo:te In opposition to some modern
pmm.ophers, amongst whom Kant ranks

s nently, that the truth of objects
byt t}?Ot depend on our created intellect,

At this noble faculty of ours serves
Wiu{ :0 Now the truth, by its connection
Very ;¢ Objects, and furthermore that our
truh Ntellects are measured in their logical
herefy the existing beings themselves.
nn‘tite d°"? truth does not depend on our
SUprem, Intellectual faculty, but on the
Almighf and eternal intellect of the
Wisest Y; and since it reposes on the
Ming’ Most perfect, and most powerful
3 €an it be mutable ?
that "?:t%"}nstin_g let me recall to mind
8 ot a 1s objective, and stated as already
Qprice, €Te conception resting upon the

gN the essay now before you, I will

to establish the

.inteucei:_ and inclinations of our created

‘The architect before he traces and
works out his plan, previously conceives
an idea of it in his mind, and afterwards
directs all his endeavors to the realization
of his architectural conceptions. The
same proceedings happen with regard to
the truth of objects, for they depend really
and essentially on the Divine intellect,

Because, before creating anything God
had original and eternal ideas of what he
was to create; and his creative acts were
In accordance with these ideas.

Nay more, the essences of objects which
constitute their truth depend and flow
directly from God’s intellect, and therefore
we cannot doubt of the truth of things,
since they are the realization of jdeas
which previously existed in God, or in
truth itself,

But can truth be mutable ?

It is .mutable if we admit and prove
that God himself, or rather that his Divine
intellect is mutable ; and surely no sane
and intelligent man would dare come
forward and endeavor to prove that his
very Creator, that the Maker of everything
that exists, of everything that is logically
possible, that the most perfect and most
supreme Being, that He who exists from
eternity, and will live and be adored for
eternity, in fine that truth in its most
perfect form can change.

But an adversary may perhaps bring
forward the objection that the ideas of the
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Divine intellect may be true, as- well-as
their realization, but at the same time that
truth after it has been realized in objects,
and outside of God’s mind, may change.

Surely, if this were so, God would
contradict Himself by establishing an
opposition between his ideas and their
realization.

And again could God, who is goodness
and kindness in their greatest perfection ;
realize what He conceives in His Divine
intellect in such a manner, that it would
be mutable, and consequently be a cause
of danger and deceit to the creatures whom

he has animated with a'soul to His own

‘image, gifted with the most sublime
faculties, and destined for his eternal
society ? Assuredly not. ‘
And finally, truth ts what is most perfect
since it depends and proceeds from God’s
mind, which is the greatest perfection
itself, and what is perfect cannot change,
therefore truth cannot change. o
"Hence I think that those who have per-

used and examined the arguments brought -

up in suppert of my. thesis, although they
are but a few amongst hundreds of perhaps
more forcible ones, will be compelled to
admit that truth which is objective, and is
the realization of the Crieator’s ideas, is
immutable. '

As a consequence, therefore, I think T
am, without fear of contradiction, justi-
fied in proclaiming that our Holy Religion
is the only true one, and therefore immu-
table,

Because God the Father foresaw the
fall of that being upon whom he had lav-
ished so many precious qualities, so many
graces, He knew that man by his dis-
obedience would become ensfaved to
Satan,and lost forever to eternal happiness,
‘but his love was {oo great to allow mian to
remain, dormant under the cruel shades of
sin and death. o
- Then his infinite goodness disclosed
itself in the person of Jesus Christ, His
son, His equal in all things, when he
founded our Catholic Church, and its
establishment was the realization of that
idea which God possessed from all eter-
ity for the salvation of mankind. :

. Besides, the ideas the Almighty realized

to please, is. a guarantee of  his su

in truth are immutable, and therefore the
Catholic Church is immutable and the.
is only true one, and these other so-called
religions, whose sole cbject is to distort our
divine doctrine, nay more, which are con-
tinually changing in their own principles,
and about which the learned Bossuet so
justly wrote, “that they have almost -as

many sects as individuals,” are false an'dg i

dangerous, since true principles cannot
change, o

However, you will perhaps say that sin
exists and is 2 moral falsehood, and con-
sequently how are we to place reliance op
metaphysical truth as'we have just defined
it,

We must remember that sin exists only
morally, in as much as God has given 2
law to man which he must observe and
obey, still at the same time he bestowed 3 }
free will upon him, in order to test his love
and fidelity ; and if man disobeys or breaks
that law, which is a perfection, God per-
ceives the negative of that perfection, but
the cause is not unknown to him, an
hence in no way does he contradict Hinv
self, nor does he produce any metaphyst
cal falsehood. Therefore, in conclusiot
I may venture to feel confident in declar
ing that I trust my few arguments havé
obtained their aim, and that T may safely
affirm that truth is eternal, and what 7
and Zs true, will be trye, ;

Joun 1. Cuanor, '89. L

s
o

e | | T ——

IN Ireland the first Sunday of Lent ¥}
the beginning of the mission season, whe®
many of the best preachers of the larg?
cities as Dublin, Limerick and Cork #°}
down into the country in order to stim¥’
late fervor among those who at other timé’:
have not the opportunity of hearing suc?!
excellent sermons. Rev. Stephen NicoV.
O. M. L has just finished conducting ¥
mission of this kindat Clonmel.. Fathé,
Nicoll preached our anpual retreat i*;
1884, -and .his power of to,u‘chingj,th

. . .

hearts .of collegians, proverbially -diiﬁq"gi
€

with the more easily moved magses. .



9 E were quietly sitting at our
. books, one morning, when
AN

, d suddenly we were roused by
. 3 thundering report. At the same in-
| Stant  the
4 % Yere unceremoniously lfted from the
0T, while the pictures on the wall rattled
Violently, Then followed a dead silence.
€ looked at one another and saw the
8hastly expression on each others’ faces.
An earthquake, we thought! We had
never felt one in our lives, but imagined
at such a shock was but the forerunner
9% others more serious. Would the roof
“Ome down next and would the walls
tumble in ang bury us beneath their ruins ?
o1 dundred similai rapid thoughts flashed
Tough our minds in the space of that
Jloment of silent terror, as We sat motion.
®S in the study hall that morning,
t So sudden, so terrific was the shock
S 3t not one of us thought of escape.
houlq any one have essayed such an at-
Mpt, he would have found it impossible,
unless he tried his luck by a dash through
2 thirq story window, The door was well
8uardeg, There stood the study master,
%VYe.teran soldier of the war of secession.
acq s 2 coolness which, no doubt, he had
tthlred amidst the roar of cannon and
€ Cavalry charges at Bull-Run, he leaped
oWards the door, surveyed the trembling
otl}lldentS,_oné hand on the latch and the
th ¢f uplified in a commanding attitude
Inspired awe. Not a word was spoken.
f ahc;)t €t moment and cthe door opened,
Fa 2midst a cloud of smoke and dust the
be X Director appeared. He tried to
ac alm ; he was so ; but the pallor of his
Wee Spoke for itself. “ Boys keep cool. ..
com ad an explosion...no danger...
Utter. down,” were his words breathlessly
do 'ed in haste. All made a rush for the
T A panic ensued. Smoke, dust and
€ bungent smell of gas soon filled the
Sté[m ang the excitement increased. The
: evn': soldier at thé door had to yield.
he. fEr, In his bygone days of victory, had
attea9¢d.such a charge. In spite of his
MPts to regulate the exit into a move-

whole building shook, we
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A GHASTLY REMINISCENCE.

ment of military order, he was overpowered
and the descent became a rush down the
smoke-filled corridors and stairs.

At this crisis, one youth, now a promis-
ing Ottawa barrister, distinguished himself
particularly.  While all his companions
thought only of saving their persons by
flight, he thought of his desk, around
which he clasped his arms and tried to
escape. He soon discovered to his sorrow
that the four additional legs only impeded
his progress and he was obliged to leave his
precious load behind, so as not to be
stifled by the smoke. '

Generous youths as we were, our first
thought, after we reached the yard, was to
save the building. We knew that fire had
broken out in some part of the College.
But where? In our hurry we forgot to
look. Some remembered that there was
an old hose lying in the gymnasium.
Very short it was indeed ; but little we
cared ; our zeal would make up the defi-
ciency in length. In our eagerness we
were pulling it out, when the ringing of a
bell and the gallop of horses announced
the coming of the brave fire brigade. By
rushed the horses and instinctively sought
the flames. We followed and soon came
to the scene of the fire and in a twinkling
a powerful stream was directed against
the destructive element. All this had
taken less time than is required to tell i-.
The mystery was soon cleared up. During
the previous night, gas had escaped in the
boiler room. An explosion had to follow
as. soon as the gas reached the fire, Why
did the blast not oceyr before, when the
students were all at breakfast in the
refectory adjoining the boiler room ? Why
was the engineer, who but a second before
the shock, unaware of any danger walked
In and out of the room, not blown to
atoms?  This seemed nothing short of
miraculous, for scarcely had he stepped
out and shut the door behind him, when
he heard the report and felt the door push
him violently out under the force of the
explosion. . o

No less miraculous was the escape’ of
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our organist, then a promising musician,
now a composer. He had been sick that
morning and was sitting alone in the
refectory, enjoying the * classic” toast,
when he heard the sound and found him-
self suddenly floored by a violent shock.
A sheet of flames darted towards him
while the bricks and mortar of the parti-
tion wall flew around thick and hot, and
would have crushed him but for the table
under which he lay. The smoke of the
gas instantly produced total darkness and
began to choke him. A feeling that the
world could not be deprived as yet of such
a musician as he stirred him to action,
He must escape. He shook off the rub-
bish and began to crawl along. Whither ?
He knew not ; he saw light nowhere. Was
it instinct ? Was it chance ? Was it his
musical star that guided him ? He could
not tell ; but certain it is, that had not the
explosion in one of its freaks forced the
door off its hinges and opened a passage
to the crawling musician, he would have
died asphyxiated on a heap of debris. - A
few instants more of groping in the dark
brought him to the yard where his fellow
students, engaged in helping the firemen,
greeted him with a joyous shout.

A rare exhibition of various characters
was witnessed on the occasion of the
fright. All persons were of course anxious
to see the flames subdued. Some, how-
ever, were more sanguine than others, and
in their zeal became famous.

One of our most prominent professors
who was by nature very impulsive and
impressionable, was running and jumping
on the verandah near the chapel, below
which the fire was, loudly calling for water
here and water there, where it was not
needed. This was considered a marvel-
lous effect of the shock on the nervous
system. Finding his cries unheeded, he
finally secured a pail and made a desper-
ate leap in the chapel. Discovering no
flames and being highly irritated by the
smoke he was compelled to retreat rapidly.
However unexpected this conduct of
one of wisest teachers may have appeared,
more wonderful still was the effect of the
explosion upon our amiable professor of
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Dogma. He was seen walking along very
gravely in the most distant corridor of the
house. Some said that he was in great
agitation, for they saw him stop, yes stop,
once in a while to wipe his spectacles.
“ How is the fire ?” he boldly ventured to
ask of some one who was rushing by.

The professors of chemistry and physics
were seen near the fire engaged in a most

flamed. One said the fire came to the
gas ; the other, that the gas went in to the
fire. As no settlement seemed probable
between them, some one suggested that
since experiment was the only means of
reaching a solution, another room of the
building should be filled with gas, and the
two champions should be placed within,
to watch the process when a light was in-
troduced. To the surprise of all present
this most reasonable proposal was objected
to by our theorists.

In the mean time the flames were sub-
dued by the heavy flooding of the active
brigade. Bravely the men did their task,
but not without sending abont two feet of
water over the refectory floor. This water
had to be removed; the bricks of the

fallen partition had to be removed. No |

time could be lost if we wished to have
our dinner. The students went to work
like Trojans. Pails, shovels, and brooms
were unmercifully handled by an army of
eager youths. The room was cleared.
Dinner came and never was a repast more

relished and more keenly devoured; }

never before were such stories told of

fright and terror mingled with humour and |

joviality. Never before was the faculty,
headed by our most beloved Dr. Tabaret,

greeted with such applause as when they §
entered the refectory to thank us for our }

noble ef_forts. Never did Dr. Tabaret
grant with a' more cheerful smile 2

. ““congé ” than the one he accorded to }
our musiclan who was hoisted upon the -

shoulders of his comrades ; and never had
our voices been so well inspired as when

we sang a Ze Dewm in thanksgiving fof -

the wonderful preservation of our instity-
tion and its inmates.
' “Gus.”

4

lively discussion as to how the gas was in-
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A CLASSIC STRUGGLE.

“ WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK, THEN COMES THE TUG-OF-WAR,”

WRHE great championship tug-of-war
3 contest, mention of which was
0 made in last month’s issue of THE
siWL’ took place in the College gymna-
UM on Friday the 24th ult. The mem-
TS of the respective teams had, for some
t;]me Previous to the trial, been subjecting
€Mselves to a most rigorous course of
a"alnmg, and, when called upon to give
t}? exhibition of their strength, they found
‘\em_selves in the very pink of condition.
t‘eabrlef description of the personnel of the
Py WS may be here admissible, as it may
imsOme extent account for.the unusual
€rest which was centered in the result
We: Is contest. At one end of the rope
alde Messrs. Curran, Pound, D. Macdon-
a‘ndand A. Macdonald, four good men
Strong, and the victorious heroes of
ené:iny a similar struggle. At the other
al were Messrs. Levéque, Brunette,
amacher and L. Hawson, of whose
SOWer, when collectively eserted, we had
ua cN0 guarantee, but whose individ-
N efforts were of so extraordinary a na-
conp S to justify the most unbounded
Midence in them asa unit. The “draw”
8 announced to take place at 3 v'clock,
Crowgng before that time the Hall was
itors U and the prospects of the compet-
noi. €T being freely discussed when
hi gmee.r Hedekin reluctantly dropping
Mutilateq Mustang of the Rio Grande

the CePt the duties of Referee, located
Centre with theodolite precision and

lowe 527 the signal to  pull.  Then fol-
Cite a period of intense but silent ex
athletem' Never did Roman or Grecian
ang o but forth endeavours more gallant,
fOUghtUGVer was supremacy more nobly
of Lo fOr- Gradually the mighty efforts
“entsveque began to overpower his oppo-
o~ and the handkerchief moved across

¢ :ntre. The silence, until now undis-
Stieoy, Was broken by Father Forget’s
Qu‘;ra‘aglng “ Good, my boys ! ” _ “Now,
o Cu?ﬁnow Big Macdonald !” cried Fath-
et, and animated with increased

zeal, by the cheering words, as it were, of
their Prefect, they redoubled their exer-
tions, and victory was again within their
reach. They struggled long and bravely ;
every nerve was strained, every muscle
was exerted, and like the brave “Seven
Before Thebes,” each was prepared to die
rather than suffer defeat. For some time
the honors were evenly divided, each side
enjoying alternately the advantage. Glas-
macher was doing yeoman’s service to his
cause, as was also Pound, the splendid
staying powers of the latter and his com-
panions serving them to excellent pur-
pose. An encouraging cheer, however,
and a unanimous “ heave now ” aroused
the young heroes to greater efforts, and
the big four saw their dearly-won laurels
recede from them. The thought of vic-
tory made the ruddy glow of triumph illu-
mine the youthful countenances of Le-
véque and his co-workers ; but ah! they
are losing ground. Curran and Mac-
donald bravely strive to regain their
laurels. One more determined struggle
and they have won. Slowly the handker-
chief advances towards the centre, but,
alas ! the rope, unable to withstand the
powerful opposing influences, is torn
asunder, and the advantage once lost, was
wholly recovered. As the contestants
were overcome by fatigue ; and were un-
willing to again take their places at the
rope, the Referee decided the matter a
draw, at the same time expressing a hope
that the opposing sides would again face
each other, when a wire cable would be
used in lieu of a rope.
_—
Rev. DR. AiNEAS MacponNEL Daw-
SON'S Pius the Ninth and his Times has
been reprinted in London, and is meeting
with much favorable criticism from those
reviews usually so severe on anything
coming from this side of the water. In
striking contrast to this we have the .Safn7-
day Review’s strictures on Mgr. Bernard
O'Reilly’s Jubilee Life of Leo X171, which
1s said to be excesstvely “padded.”
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UNDER CURRENTS OF MODERN LITERATURE.

affected the generaltendencies of mo-
% dernliterature, two great movements
chiefly arrest our attention. They both
date from the last century and frequently
act upon and support each other, although
in their origin and nature entirely differ-
ent. These are the scientific and revolu-
tionary or democratic movements.

The former arose from the progress
made in the various departments of science,
The adoption of the Copernican theory
not only created a new era in the scienti-
fic world, but also powerfully affected the
literature of the day. A struggle for the
mastery between the new and old systems
of astronomy may be observed in Milton’s
Paradise Lost, the poet being undecided
whether to entirely adopt the new theory,
supported as it is by reason and common
sense, or yield to popular belief. The
theory of evolution has also had a very
marked effect upon modern literary pro-
ductions. Though far from being either
proved or self-evident it has been taken

gN investigating the causes that have

for granted by some novelists and poets of-

the present century ; and its leading idea
to a very considerable extent pervades
their writings.

The latter or revolutionary movement
owed its origin to disturbances in the estab-
lished order of social customs of which
we have so many examples in the last cen-
tury. The subversion of governments and
the.sudden rise of democracies more es-
pecially in France opened up new vistas
of thought, and gave rise to opinions often
erroneous, and generally dangerous to
social order. The democratic movement
reached its height when these social ebul-
litions culminated in -the French Revolu-
tion ; and during the stormy period that
immediately foliowed the overthrow of the
French monarchy it held within the bor—
ders of that kingdom undisputed sway. It
did not remain, however, within those
bounds, for gradually the revolutionary
spirit spread over the whole civilized world.

- In England the principles of the Revo:
lution did not meet with much favor from

the masses of the people, nor did they pro-
duce results so direful ason the Conti-
nent. One reason for this may be found
in the greater freedom, springing from the
constitutional form of their government,
which the English people enjoyed. But
although the Revolution left intact the-
political institutions of the country, it
stamped itself indelibly upon the literature
of the period. There were not wanting
men of distinction and great literary ability
who were captivated by its principles, and
for whom the words Ziberty, equality, an
Sraternity, had a peculiar charm. Cole
ridge and Wordsworth gloried in the Revor
lution, and devoted their poetical talents
to its praises., Shelley invested it with all
the fascination of his beautiful imagery |
and charming verse. In Byron we have
the type of a revolutionary writer, bold,
defiant, impatient of all restraint, he.
entered into the spirit of the Revolutio®
with a fervor worthy of a better cause. OB
the other hand the magnificent diction an
stately eloquence of Edmund Burke wer¢
employed against it, while many other.
writers of less note pointed out its fallacies:
A reactionary movement springing UP
from the very excesses of the revolutio?
then set in ; and though narrow and limite¢
at first it gradually grew in extent and im”
portance. In France it was known 25
the Catholic movement ; in England 1
became the orthodox or Oxford movement-
Simultaneously with these there appeare®
the Romantic or Medizval movement i
art and literature of which Sir Walte"!
Scott and  Victor Hugo were leading €%
ponents. Lamennais by the force and.
brilliancy of his writings did much for thé:
Catholic movement in France ; unfort¥
nately the heretical doctrines which b
subsequently advanced brought down upo™
him the censures of the Church. 3
The transcendental movement spreﬂd'
from England to America, and was repr®"
sented by some of the cleverest men 0%
both sides of the Atlantic. It first bcf
the name of the Oxford movement, spring”
ing partly from a religious motive, part |
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{;Orm 2 desire to raise a barrier against the
; 0ads of the scientific movement upon
:Me-honored customs and beliefs. It soon,
S°W¢ver? drifted into the vague and cloudy
rg‘?c]llla_tlops of transcendentalism. The
y Olutionists and the transcendentalists
ni?eed in throwing off all restraint of
5 nd ; moreover the objects of both were

Mewhat similar, that of the former being
€ apotheosis of man in the political and
Oclal sphere, that of the latter the apo-
tueosns of man in the "religious and  spiri-
al world, The systems of Fichte and

€gel belong to the transcendental move-

§
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ment. Their ideas are reflected in the
writings of Wordsworth and Carlyle in
England, and of Emerson in America.

In our own day areturn to sounder and
more conservative principles is marked in
the writings of Tennyson. He is neither
a poet of the Revolution, nor of scientific
Radicalism. It was his mission to point
out that freedom to be a blessing must not
run into license, and that highest liberty
consists in obedience to law, that duties
go hand in hand with rights, and in fine,
that progress is impossible without order.

R. J. McEacuEN, ’88.

BOOK NOTICES.

A NATIVE SONGSTER.

4 fGate of Flowers and Other Poems, by
Thomas O'Hagan, M. A,, Toronto :
Wm, Briggs, 1887.

o ,It would be pleasant and agreeab}e but
'1 Mewhat difficult, for us to notice at
ength the dainty little volume before us,
ino{lhe pen of the reviewer is more fluent
Jnvective than in compliment, and
:’ lle the slashing, scathing criticism is
3sily written, the task of awarding just
1scriminate praise is one that de-
.,Ban S some pains in its performance.
Mr. O’Hagan has ‘no need of our
g?‘?d words, coming late as they 519, for
S Work has received due recognition at
sewhafld§ of the press, and of such poets
Star hittier and Holmes in the United
C €S, and Wilson and LeMoine in
anada_ L .
Vie hfvhe Gatg of Flowers opens up 10 our
Tise "L Pleasing vista, where stately maples
Othea ove a wealth of roses, lilies and
owr blossoms, while through the midst
whe, our nohle : Canadian  Rivers, alor}g
o Se ba.nk‘s the .author ‘has walked in
CUc meditation. - A Christmas Chaunt
QeivCh\has. been fortunate: enough - to. re-
"¢ especial ' commendation _from. the

or:l 8ker. Poet, js warthy, of Father. Ryan, -

Om .faney, Mr. .Q’Hagan has
f , we. fancy, g
¥mMed himself to some extent,

The quality of melody is certainly con-
spicucus in these verses, although the
author justly regards the thought as of
infinitely more value than the expression,
saying :

““ What care we for the ragged verse

If but the heart speaks 1n each line ;

, ’Tis not the sunbeams on the grape,

But fgiendship’s smile that warms the wine,”

We are glad to notice that Mr. O'Hagan
cherishes kindly recollections of his 4/ma
Mater. Two of the best poems in the
volume are Profecturi Salutamus, read at
the author’s graduation in 1882, and
Memor et Fidelis read at the Alumni Re-
union in 1885, at which time Mr. O’Hagan
revisited Ottawa to receive his Master's
degree. 7In  Memoriam Dr. Tabaret
touches a tender chord in the hearts of
all who knew our lamented President.

‘The publishers announce that a volume
of criticism from Mr. O’Hagan’s pen will
will shortly be issued. Tts title is “ A
Poetic Trinity,” and. it will deal with
Longfellow, Adelaide Procter and Father
Ryan. . Those who in 1885 had the pleas-
ure of hearing the author read his Mas-
ter’s essay on.the genius of the first of
these . poets, feel confident that he will
do. equal justice to the others .of the
“ Trinity,” S e ‘
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EXCHANGES.

R

The Niagara Index was the first of our

college contemporaries to welcome us in-
to the august body of student editors, and
the least acknowledgement we can make
is to place it at the head of this column.
A thoroughly wide-awake journal is the
Index, its articles pertinent and written in
an exceedingly forcible style, and with a
manly fearlessness of tone which denotes
“the old-timers in college journalistic
business.” Be assured, friend Index, we
shall endeavour to be worthy of your so-
ciety..

Two numbers of the Acadia Athenacum
await our notice. Thoughtful well-written
editorials on educational questions consti-
tute. its chief feature, but February con-
tains an amusing parallel between Socrates
Plutarch,

St Viateur's College Journal pays us
the high complement of calling us its
doppel-ganger. How have we deserved
this ? The Journal has a review of
“ Marzio’s Crucifix,” and an article on

e ————

CUSTOM vs. COMMON SENSE.

HOSE who cannot discriminate be-
‘G tween Shakspeare’s plays and thoge
of Sardon may be disposed to

judge the Faculty of Ottawa College

harshly for their action in allowing
senior students to witness Keene, in
Lent. However, all know that we have

to study these very plays, in Lent and out
of Lent, and why shouid we not receive a
lesson on them from a teacher like Keene
who has /ived his part so long, and who
can reveal to us in a few hours aj} that his
great mind realized after years of study of
Shakspeare’s great conceptions ? A well
say our classes in literature should be
stopped during Leat, as to refuse permis-
sion on that ground. But it is the custom
in Canadian Catholic Colleges to refuse
any such permission at any time.” %]t g

- for rising superior to custom and prejudice

‘“ Pastoral Poetry,” and some magazine |
notices. We are thankful to our western
confreres for their sympathetic words.

The Dallousie Gazette opens with some
good selected poetry. “The Baconian
Theory,” as might be expected, utterly
scouts the hypothesis of Ignatius Don-
nelly. “Are we benefitted by a college
course ?” gives to this question the logical
and most satisfactory answer, “yes, de-
cidedly.”

The University Gazette has a serial, “A
courtry Boy,” the hero of which, at first
glance seems to be a natural-born snob,
whose education has served but to make |
him ashamed of his poor acquaintances.
There is an article on * Useful and Use-
less Memories,” and the rest of the paper
is devoted to local matters.

The Stylus and Fordham Montily have
also come to hand ; and the Catholiz Re-
¢07d has also honored the Ow, by placing
It on its exchange lists. We must also
acknowledge the flattering notice of the
Catholic Weekly Review, ~

a custom more honored in the breachs
than the observance.” It is akin to the
prejudice against reading-rooms. The
object we admit is a laudable one, namely |
to have as few as possible distractions ¥
from study. Those who act in accordance |
with these prejudices love not standard §
plays and good reading less, but they love
study mare. ~ But are they not mistaken ?

Should we learn all the details of the |
Greek stage and know next to nothing of i
our own? Is it not like the recluse study- |
ing the minutest details of the Olympic " ;
games, and allowing his own health to §
break down for want of exercise? We
think it is, and we congratulate the Faculty

on this as on so many other occasions.
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THE MARKING SYSTEM.

HE action of Cornell University in
abolishing the marking system has
fror, C2lled for “a few remarks”
es Mmany college journals.  Here
ystem of marking recitations monthly
trm examinations by exact percent-
acCUr;:: Perhaps the Ijairest and most
Sty en: way of keeping records of a
«p. S DProgress; and reference to the
SY'meOte Book ” will' at any'time be an
We o Ans of ascertaining his standing,
Dot for a moment hold that mark-

ALeg

ing under any system is entirely free from
serious objections, but we know of no
other means to attain the end of marking,
SO we cannot agree with some of our ex-
changes, which are agitating for its aboli-
tion. We heartily endorse, however,
every word of the following excerpt from
the Acadia Athenaeum .—*“ We are pre-
pared to say that if there is one student in
Acadia who is ‘working for marks,’ he
ought to be heartily ashamed of himself.
His business is immensely small.” The
man who works for marks knows little
better than the man who does not work at
all what it is to be a student. We remem-
ber reading that Thomas Davis “ was not
a dull, plodding, premium man when at
college,” and the significance of the remark
has often come home to us. The young
man who, after several years of student
life, finds in a premium enough to repay
him for a year’s “ plodding,” is deserving
of our sincere commiseration. Let us not
be misunderstood. Faithful work we do
not in any way wish to depreciate ; nor do
we excuse those who neglect regular work
to read “a little of everything and not
much of anything.” But we deprecate
the dogged perseverance in the study of
class-work, almost to the total exclusion of
general reading, and for the unworthy
motive of being the possessor of a
premium.

THE READING ROOV.

& T has bezn our boast for a couple of
years past that we have one of the
finest reading rooms in the country.

This is the more remarkable when we

consider the views of the faculties of most

Canadian Catholic colleges in such mat-.

ters. Here no objection is made to our

having the leading newspapers or maga-
zines of Canada, the States or Europe,
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and the exclusive control of the reading
room is vested in a committee chosen by
the students. Now, under these circum-
stances one would naturally suppose that
this committee would take all the neces-
sary means to keep the rooms in the best
of order. But as a matter of fact such is
not the case this year. Numerous com-
plaints have been made, and we have been
requested by many who take a lively
interest in the matter to remind the com-
mittee of its duty. It is not too much to
expect that the dailies be left on fyle for
at least a week, the important weeklies for
a month, and to find the morning papers
on fyle at the noon recreation. As an
instance ot wanton carelessness some-
where, United Irelani has often disap-
peared within a week of its arrival. We
need not multiply instances of this kind.
Verbum sat sapienti.

FEBRUARY 28th.

‘@HE twenty-eighth of February is a
&« day that will long remain in the

minds of Ottawa College students
associated with the saddest memories. On
that day, two years ago, our beloved
Father Tabaret, in his own paternal way,
invited his children to “go to Joseph.”
The same tender devotion to the great
patron of the Universal Church which led
him to place the College under his pro-
tection prompted him likewise to observe
with especial honor the month of Joseph.
An hour later Father Tabaret was taken
suddenly ill; and a little later he w:s
dead! - Those who have not lived in a
college like ours cannot tealize the feel-
ings of the community. - A family closely
united in the bonds of affection suddenly
losing its loved father is the nearest
parallel we can give. Two years have

softened the grief felt at his loss. Still
Father Tabaret lives in the hearts of
fathers and students and many a fervent
prayer is breathed for the repose of his
great soul. The number who received
Holy Communion with the same inten-
tion at the anniversary mass speaks more
loudly than words of the reverence and
love for Father Tabaret which still ani-
mate his spiritual children. Year after
year as this day comes round students past
and present will join with the fathers in
uttering a heartfelt ““Requiescat in pace.”

FORTY HOURS DEVOTION.

O a Catholic nothing in all the prac
tices of the grand old faith is s¢
touching as the Forty Hours’ D&

votion. The real presence of the Diviné
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is so sub”
limely consoling that though we feel that
the unceasing adoration for forty hours
falls infinitely short of what is due, yet it |
is some expression of the gratitude which
we should feel.

May the devotion which has just ended
bring down on the College every blessing §

ONTARIO PUBLIC SCHOOLS. .
O greater anomaly czn be imaginedi
than the use of public schook

Q)¢

e text-books in " Catholic school®;
After all the efforts of priests and layme?.
to bring our schools to perfection wha']
has been accomplished ? The Sepafam,
School books and the Public School boo¥
are identical. The teachers receive 1%
special Catholic training. So all 1h9
benefit outside of a quarter of an hour*§
catechism daily is purely negative. T
teacher being Catholic will not, of coursérf

intensify the Protestant coloring of the
text-books. He may, to a certain ext¢"’§
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COunteract this in his oral explanations.
That this is far short of what it should be
'®quires no demonstration. Some little
t?“‘: we have heard, of preparing a set of
L.alholic readers. Are they in prepara-
Hon? There are, it is true, Catholic
~€aders, but why is there no investigation
Made in order to find out whether or not
they up to the standard of the Public
School series > If they be found wanting
:i“re'l)’ 2 committee of Catholic educa-
Pmsts could be chosen who could com-
Plle 4 series which should be distinctively
atholic i tone, and equal in every re-
*Pect that used in the Public Schools.
Readers, however, are the least import-
ANt The Readers now in use in the
Sel_)a"ate and Public Schools are non-sec-
Wrian, Not so, the Histories and Geo-
Sfaphies. We know of convents and
Se.parate schools where Collier’s is the
IStory used |
Anyone deriving his knowledge of geo
8taphy exclusively from the ordinary
®Parate School text-book on that subject
E’O}‘\ﬂd be naturally led to believe tbat en-
8htenment and Catholicity are incom-
Datlble.
scl?ve are as strongly in favor of §eparate
. 100Is as those who hold up their hands
Cl‘it};gi]y horror when they hear a word of
thig SCm pa§sed on them.. But we say
téxi:b atholic schools ?vltho'ut.Cathohc
fll.\e'as l?Oks must necessarily fail, in a great
--"OUTe, to accomplish their object.

PLEASE.

‘ QR many years the alumni used to
%% 3k why we had no college paper.
fet Wf:ll, we have *supplied that long
o "ant”  Twice seven hundred copies

of

areTHE OWwL have been sent out, and we
Sorry to sa t yet

hearq ¢, y that we have not y

om very many of the alumni.

Perhaps some have changed their places
of residence since they were “ put on the
list.” If so, we shall thank any of our
readers who may know of such changes to
send us the present addresses of the
vagrants. Gentlemen of the Alumni As-
sociation, we have not more than a million
dollars to meet the expenses ot publica-
tion. Even among the present studénts
there are some so utterly devoid of esprsf
de corps (and of other kind of espriz as
well) as actually to refuse to subscribe.

We should like to know the efficient
cause of the thus-ativenes of this.

Ir would be interesting to know which
of the two great sermons attributed to him
was delivered by Archbishop Ryan, of
Philadelphia, on the occasion of the laying
of the corner-stone of St. Patrick’s Church
in Rome. Without any comment a
sprightly American weekly in two 1ssues
gave its readers the two discourses, the
text of one taken from Isaias, of the other

from St. Luke, and over each was the
heading “Discource of Archbishop Ryan
at the laying of the cornerstone of St
Patrick’s Church in Rome.”

“ BLESSED is the man who has a hobby.”
Whoever said it, we cannot in our present
humor give the statement an .unqualified
approval. No doubt, taken in the sense
intended, it is quite true.  But sometimes
a teacher, who 1s practically beyond con-
trol in his class-room, may ride his little
hobby to the detriment of his students.
Nor is this the less true when this teacher
may. happen to be called *professor.”
When the professor in question is, in
other respects, an excellent teacher, our
duty becomes exceedingly delicate and
even painful.  However, when every stu-
dent, without exception, complains of the
abuse, it becomes our plain duty to accede
to their wishes and call attention to’the
fact. ' There is no need of being more
specific, as no one can mistake our
meaning,
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THE OLD BIRCHEWN.

How dear to my heart are the scenes of my chibd-
hood,
When sad recollection presents them to view,
The orchards I robbed and the deep tangled wild-
wood,
Where first the sour sweets of the truant I knew.
The ice covered pond oh ! how oft I shot o’er it
When four o’clock came and the school was
dismissed ;
The thong of my father how often I bore it,
Though ’twas naught to the birch in the school-
master’s fist.
The nicely trimmed birchen,
The sharp cutting birchen ;
That torturing birch in the schoolmaster's fist.

That torturing birchen I hailed with no pleasure;
For often, at noon, when returned we too late
The master would deal out his terrible measure
On those who shared with me my ill-deserved
fate ;

How ardent I feared it—my cheeks all a-glowing
As quick on my digits the heavy strokes fell ;
Then soon with salt tears my eyelids o'erflowing,
I'd vent out my anguish in one supreme yell.
That nicely trimmed birchen,

That sharp cutting Birchen,
That torturing birch which was wielded so well.

How oft I've gone up from my scat to receive it,
And mounted the back of some comrade of

nerve ;

i No entreaties would tempt the old pedant to

leave it,

Or prevail on his heart from his duty to swerve.
And now far removed from the scenes of disaster,
The scars on my back will intrusively swell,
As fancy reverts to the one-eyed schoolmaster,
And curses the birchen he wielded so well.

The nicely trimmed birchen,
The sharp cutting birchen,
The torturing birchen he wielded so well.

Aylmer, Feb. g, '88.

T. P, Fokax, 67.

ATHLETIC NEWS.

THE Boston Globe, ever to the fore in journal
istic enterprise, printed lately the replies of the
presidents of the leading Ametican universities to
a circular asking whether the attendance at their
institutions was affected by the prevalence or
absence of athletic sports. The majority answer-
ed in the negative. Most assurcdly. Athletics
are not supposed to take the place of a course of
studies, but, cateris 2aribus, the university that
bestows proper attention upon physical develop-
ment will meet with much greater success than the
one that neglects it.  And herein lies the secret
of the almost phenomenal progress of Ottawa Uni-
versity during the last few years, Toap excellent
literary course, a strong training in mathematics,
a course of philosophy that has been praised by
the highest authorities, and a natural and physical
science course that offers advantages to be obtain-
ed nowhere else in the Dominion, Ottaws Univer-
sity adds that without which all these things
would be but bitter fruits, namely, physical train-
ing. Let Harvard, Yale and Princeton give up

their football, and Oxford, Cambridge and Lon-
don their boating, and we venture to say but a
few years would show a very marked retrogression
in every respect. .

*#*

The fine weather of the past week has made
handball an enjoyable game. The winter has
shown conclusively that there was a mistake made
in the erection of the handball alley. It should
have been qntlrely covered, as nowit is practically
useless during the long winter months and upon
other rainy or stormy days that occasionally occuf.
However In a few weeks the handball season will
have begun, and, as it is a game that all can an
wish to play, we hope that the proceedings of last
fall will not be continued. The alley is not the
exclusive property of any student or body of stud-
ents; any member of the A.A. has a perfect
right to play in his turn, and it is folly for any
gentlemen (o attempt to reason themselves into
thinking that they have a “‘corner” on handball.
A list has been prepared and will be posted in &
conspicuous pli}ce, and it is the duty of those who
arranged that list to see that it is respected.  Let
them do so.
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NOTES.

“erll{tumor has it that ¢ Bernard ™ Troy is a promi-
Candidate for athletic honors,

qu‘?‘?“ We have a_gala-day this winter? This
er Sttlllon s frequently asked by those who remem-
€ magnificent success of last 17th of Feb'y.

“_e?];lf Rug!)y champi(.ms were photographed last

of th, This year, owing to the ahsence of some

Was ee members of the fifteen, a new departnre

N cnltgred upon, and the group will be made up

the tea ’Inet of the manager and 'ea.ch' member of

ang am taken separately. This will be novel
Do doubt pleasing to all.

whm;eady we hear mentioned the names of several
ali_ro:lcnd comp'etmg'next university day for the
tropy n champanshlp of the College. The
thchY emblematic of this championship, and
Associ was Spontaneously oﬂ'erged.by tne Alumni
of jte ation, has failed to materialize, and the time
The Appearance remains glonously indefinite.
2 suit’li)ﬁ. shquld do something towards providing

“0% testimonial for the victor.

n‘}ei.hol‘t time ago there appeared in a leading
con ican daily a paragraph  which proved

pla;l::‘.\'ely the r?ligious'tend_enCies of the best
Infagg o the various university football teams,
for the Most of them were set down as candidates
COmeg Ministry,  And now, following the first,

arvg z:inflther'conveying the intelligence that the
baseb rl Captain has ordered the members of the
“nive:- Nine to attend morning prayers in the

sSISlly, Apq why ?  To invoke success upon
No; hut to insure their keeping
co and thereby the sooner to get them
able dition, Verily here is a most commend-
"lntivect Performed with rather a questionable

T
inBulay hours,

Th ; .
holdseit National Amateur Lacrosse Association
Weg), -+ 2Nual meeting in Cornwall in the second

Tepregenr. APYil.  Shall

our organization be
Nted there, &
bexe 3re pleased to learn that Mr. J. Dunn has
Calis(hgg.“ged to give instruction in boxing and
Bloyeg oG exercises, twice a week. The new
have a‘_w.’" Not want exercise, and the classes will
the Ath?v?d at a high state of perfection before
MOnd etic Association’s entertainment on Easter
2Y evening,

¢ s
gOihg]s moured that a Yale football team is

"nat'er to England next season to play an
hicy gonal match with Oxford.  Concerning
they {2072 pointedly asks : By what rules shall
Solutionay? A most appropriate question, a
Oxforg Of Which is necessary before Vale and
hshould an meet, Rugby football the world over
Were the 8overned by the same rules. If such
Kime. case there would be no more popular

DRAMATIC.

The first public appearance of the Dramatic
Association this year took place before a large
audience in Academic Hall, on February 13th,
last, and was very successful. This, we must con-
fess, was contrary to our expectations, as we had
had several misgivings in regard to it ; occasioned
principally by the fact that the drama Zike
White Horse of the Peppers, was scarcely two
weeks in preparation, and moreover was one that
required 2 mounting more extensive and elaborate
than our limited accommodations and equipment
would allow.  Since the destruction, a few years
since, of the old hall. which was exceptionally
well equipped with scenery and theatrical proper-
ties, the Dramatic Association has experienced
up-hill work. Thanks, however, to the indefati-
gable zeal and energy of the Rev. Director, Fa-
ther Balland, this state of things is improving every
day, and each public representation saw our
scenery augmented by several new pieces. On the
present occasion a most realistic village scene.
and a very practical ruined house, met the gaze of
the public for the first time.

The evening’s entertainment opened with the
overture “‘Une chasse dans les Avdennes” by the
College band ; which by the way, is making rapid
progress and in fact approaching the position oc-
cupled by its predecessor of a dozen years ago,
when our college band enjoyed not only a local
but a national fame.

The curtain was - then rung up, and the farce,
‘‘Look after Brown” was presented, concerning
which we will venture some remarks later on.

Another selection was given by the band, and
the feature of the evening, Samuel Lover's comic
dra‘ma, Zhe White Horse of the Peppers, next
claimed the attention of the audience, In this,
the ability and training of the students showed to
great advantage; Mr. Foley, especially, as Major
Mansfeldt deserving great praise. The wonderful
transformation which this gentleman’s person un-
derwent, joined to his inimitable dialect, made of
him a typical Dutchman. We are unable to enu-
merate the different scenes in which this portly
gentleman figured. It suffices to say that from
his entrance upon the stage to the dropping of the
curtain on the closing scene, there was no diminu-
tion of interest shown in Major Hans Mansfeldt.

Mr. Fallon’s rendition of Gerald Pepper was
certainly of a character seldom met with in ama-
teurs. The affectionate son, loyal patriot, and
kind hea_rted. landlord were all admirably personi-
fied, while his assumed character of an Irish guide
was especially well executed,

The remaining characters in the piece acquitted
themselves most creditably. Especial mention
must be made of the musical portion of the enter-

tainment which was well rendered by Messrs,

Ryan, Kirkpatrick and A. A.Delaney as soloists.
and a well traineq chorus,

At a late hour the audience dispersed well satis-
fied with the evening’s entertainment.
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Look after Brown, was the title of the farce
presented. Were we able to do so we would be
glad to give a favorable criticism, but the neglect
of the actors in preparing the piece for presenta-
tion precludes our doing so. We have seen these
same actors in previous pieces, and to their credit
beit said that they made fun forthe audience, even
when the farce itself did not possess this element.
In Look after Brown they showed a lack of pre-
paration, enthusiams was at a low ebb, and con-
sequently many a pleasing effect was lost upon the
audience. Only one among them is deserving of
notice. Mr. T, . Black, as Mango evinced
sufficient talent to warrant his promotionto a
higher sphere of action. In conclusion we would
advise our young friends to carefully prepare
themselves in the future, asanother such exhibi-
tion will call forth a severe but well deserved
criticism.

WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY.—OQOur American
students presented us with a most enjoyable and
instructive programme on the evening of February
22nd, whenin response to their invitation the
faculty and students assembled in Academic Hall
to join with them in honoring the immortal Wash-
ington,

The entertainment began with a most pleasing
selection of favorite melodies by the College band,
rendered in a very acceptable manner. Mr. P,
J. O’Malley then addressed the audience in well
chosen terms, giving the reasons why the Ameri-
can students unite in an annual celebration of
Washington's birthday, and sketching briefly the
claims of Washington upon the gratitude of all
true Americans. A select musical programme was
presented Dy the Glee club, and then Mr. C. C.
Delaney gave a very interesting lecture on “The
career of Washington” illustrated by stereopticon
views of the memorable events in the life of Wash.
mngton,

This was a happy innovation, and one that we
hope will be kept up; for by such an entertain-
ment, the audience is not only delighted but ins-
tructed,

There was a time when these celebrations wete
totally of a humorous and farcical character: buta
decided change has taken place. Last year the
entertainment consisted of an allegorical represen-
tation of th§ Presidents of the United States,
I some prominent event of their administrations.
We are happy to notice this improvement, as it is

in keeping with the dignity of the event celebrated
and the character ef our students,

“LORGNETTE.”

T

Of the 27 who joined the Anti-tob, iety
at the Beginning of Lent, but 17 st?lclcohcggc:)itty.
One day was enough for Harvey, Owens, and T
K. McDonald; three days satisfied A, ’McCau:
ley, Smithand Ford; and the patriotic feelings of
O’Brien, Kirkpatrick, Pound and Devine. caused
them to desert the society on  Washington’s birth-
day. : ‘

OWL.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT NOTES.

The sweet warblings of the members of the
Junior Glee Clubi are not heard so frequently ©
late as in past years. .Why is this? Theif
director is surely not wanting 1n enthusiasm, an
there is certainly no lack of material as many. o
those who so distinguished themselves in’ the
Tunior Glee Club concert of last year, as G
Massue, O. Paradis, O. Carrier and H, Fauteux,
are still in the College

The *“ Emeralds ” of the small yard expect, t0
have a stronger team than ever on the field this
spring. There are many worthy aspirants for the
prominent positions, At present there is much
discussion as to who will fill the position o
pitcher and catcher, but those who know the
players best say that in all probability E. Basker:
ville and J. Charlebois will form the ** battery.
The other positions: will, in all likelihood, b¢
filled as follows : 1st. base, Brunet ; 2nd. bases §
O’'Hara ; 3rd. hase, Robidoux; short (?)-stopr
Globensky ; left field, Toohil; centre feld
Maloney ; and right field, Labrecque. It ¥
expected that. F, Rainboth, who is at present
under the able training of P. McGuire, will shortly
take a position on the first team .

We are anxiously looking forward to our next
entertainment, which takes place on Easté,
Monday evening. It is said that some of o¥f
Juniors will take part in the calisthenic exercises’
Their performances last year were very good af
we expect that those of this year will be in no w#/
inferior.

The frequenters of the recreation hall and read’
ing room enjoy very much the musical treats give® §
by H. Saucier, our Josef Hoffman, Th¢§
renditions of I, Rainboth and O. Paradis are al%’
very acceptable. s

Nowhere, perhaps, does the small boy show
better advantage than in the refectory, Thet¢
the watchful disciplinarian has not to ‘5,3" i
‘¢ Attention boys ! After grace is said they gi*®
very good attention, and the waiters are kept bus]
enough until after the meal is finished, Wher)
all acquit themselves so well it would he unfair 1%
mention particular names,

A game of hockey had been arranged for tht
afternoon of Washington's birthday, but owing ']
the mild change in the weather, it had to be pos* §
poned, as the rink was not in a fit stat®
However we hope to soon have the pleasure, '8
witnessing P, Clancy, D. O’Connor, H, Sauci® k
and others of our juniors displaying their skill
a match at hockey, o

In the preparatory classes for the month o
February, the following boys take the lead in ‘h' ‘
order of their names :  1st Grade, A, Larocq¥°'g
A. Seguin ; A, Brunet. 2nd Grade, D, Mc
J. Copping and O, Chevrier, 3rd Grade, (!
division),” A, Plunket ; L. Nevins ; A, McD
ald.© 3rd Grade (2nd division),
O'Neil ; L. Burpee.

SRS

iy

H. Doylai§
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COLLEGE SOCIET/IES.
Su‘?lolhm,rrv OF THE BLEsseD VIRGIN.—On
niu; ay evening, February 19th., occu'rred l.he
l\igl SUIelpn event of th.e year in connection with
. i-nﬁf).dnluy, the reception ot the new members

Y In number. The ceremony was rendered
th: Zlore i'mposing~ by the presence of his Grace
ing l'Ch})lShop of Ottawa, who, animated by his
Crest in all that concerns the welfare of the

Ollege, had willingly consented to presides on
Cr(l)s‘PC'Ca.sior}. After assuming cope, mitre and
butsm his Grace addressed the postulants a short
the touching instruction, in which he exhorted
Poi;ﬂ to take gag lhqxr model the Blessed \'.u'gm,
red ted out the obligations which they now incur-
\ and begged them to fulfil them, concluding
i’eﬂ reference 10 the fact that he himself had
inn ?n officer of the Sodality of the Blesse'd Vir-
i ar:’hOttawa Co]lege,.and that he had considered
onour and happiness to hold that position.
“ﬂilenlv;he postulants having advanced to the altar-
theiy 1 F. Fitzpatrick in the name of all read
ac professpn, afier which they received their
hishg(,% and diplomas at the hands of the Arch-
the BP- The ceremony was brought to a close by

enediction of the Blessed Sacrament,
Sodh]? names of the officers and members of the
i aafnty of the Blessed Virgin, have been enclosed
peng fame of rich and elegant design which sus-
Lad ed from the chapel wall by the side of Our
Y's altar, is the admitation of all who enter

va'l:C apel, to the ornaments of which it is a
ved addition .

St Thomas’ Acapemy,—On February 7th,
Veer O Mﬂ"c){ read a.paper on the relallo'g bet-
Jeet Metaphysics and the other sciences, his ob-
: “elng to proved the superiority of the forlngr.
:\(]‘etcnor‘s to the manner in which the essayist
Me reated the su])ject were offered by Messrs.
00r itnam and Kehoe, and at the _end of thej
e p was decided to resume the discussion at
20t OVt Meeting  which took place on February
MCE‘a N this occasion Mr. Fallon and Mr.
nntuhc en defended respectively the claims of
Mgy, and metaphysical science to the supre-
C ear]', he arguments of both were clever, and
tion Y and forcibly expressed ; and as the ques-
:]'ev"lz’t’ﬂ" on its axis it brought alternate light
clOsinarlk ness to the minds of those present,
€ however with a general illumination.

on ‘PTI;ehruary 28th, J. L. Chabot rcad an essay
Ang gr e beautiful and its relations to literature
.”  Some of the essayist’s views were made

€ Sl A syl :
bject of an interesting discussion,

in"t}tl‘eThOmas’s Day, March 7th, -was celebrated
s 4, Usual manner by the Society throwing open
R.J QLT to all the students. On this occasion,
Which . cr-achen read a paper on ‘‘ Brate Souls,

Ph&ile‘was Criticized by M. F. Fallon and D, V.
s &b P\ J.0’Malley replying to their objections.
of ¢ eé‘\ce Archbishop Duhamel aud the plgn]b(;{s
presenéetacu‘lty graced the meeting with, their

i :
sedi Tre
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DEBATING Sociery.—On February 12th, the
long-deferred question of ‘“Commercial Union,”
came up for discussion. The debate was opened
by R.]J. McEachen, who advocated “Commer-
cial Union” as preferable to the present state of
affairs, in which position he was well supported
by C. J. Kennedy. The speakers for the nega-
tive were ID. V, Phalen and D). D. McMillan,
and afterthe debate had been-thrown' open Messrs
Foley, French and Monarty entered the lists. The
vote of the society resulted in a slight majority for
the negative.

‘‘Was the Spanish Conquest of Mexico justifia-
ble ?” was debated at the next meeting. 'Ronald
A. McDonald and John P. Swmith said loudly
‘‘yea,” but this statement was hotly disputed by
Simo J. McNally and John J. Ryan. Some per-
tinent arguments were also offered by J, P. Dono-
van and T. P. Murphy.

On February 26th., the subject Dbefore the
society was, ‘“Resolved, that strikes in general are
not beneficial to workmen. The affirmative was
upheld by D. R. McDonald and Duncan McDo-
nald, and the negative by the veteran J. Came-
ron Moriarity and F. M. Devine.

On March 4th, the Debating Society entertain-
«d the Faculty and students with a mock trial in
the Dramatic Hall, Though amusing it was
somewhat lengthy, and the tedious cross-examin-
ations were a little too realistic. Our next
number will contair. a more detailed account of
the legal proceedings,

MINERALOGICAL  SOCIETY.-—At the regular
weekly meeting on February 8th, the society lis-
tened toa very interesting essay from D). A.
Campbell on the subject of ““Volcanic Rocks.” C.
Gaujot followed with a paper on *‘Perchloric
Acid,” accompanied by experiments illustrative of
the facts therein stated.

A larger gathering than usual filled Science
Hall on the evening of February 15th to hear Mr.
F. Fallon’s second paper on “Evolution.” The
interest taken in this question, and the informa-
tion acquired regarding the exact degree in which
the development theory conflicts with Catholic
faith are certainly good results. ‘

Pr9fgssor Macoun, the eminent Lotanist of the
Dominion (:eological Survey, lectured in the
Dramatic Hall on February 29th, under the
auspices of the Mineralogical Society.  His
subject was ““The flora of ancient days,” and it
was treated in such a manner as to give a renewed
proof of the learned Professor’s ability to popular-
ize his favorite science.

Occasionally the proceedings of the society are
carried on in French for the benefit of those mem-
bers who are not very fluent in English. This
was the case on - February 23td, when the pro-
gramme was : Analysis of an iron mineral, by ]J.
Charlebois.” Criticism of 'the analysis;' A, La-
jeunesse. " Essay and experiments on the analysis
of mustard, by L. Tremblay. - ' a
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FLORES ALIENI TEMPORIS.

Rev. Mark E. Purcell, ’74, is pastor of Holy
Trinity Church, Greenfield, Mass.

C. A. Evans, 83, is assistant editor of the
Pittsburgh Post-Despatch.

Frank Nelson, 80, resides in Hamilton, where
he is the Zoronto Globe's special correspondent.

Rev. T. J. McLaughlin, 8o, is attached to St,
Joseph’s Church, Pittsfield, Mass.

John J. McDonald, of ’86’s commercial class,
is employed in the audit office of the Colorado
and Maitland Railway Co., Puebla, Col.

Rev. T. E. Purcell, ’79, is assistant priest at
St. John’s Church Webster, Mass.

Fred, Gaudet C. E., has been_appointed Lieu-
tenant attached to Battery C., Victoria B.C,

Rev. W. D. McKinnon, ’84, has been raised by,
Archbishop Riordan of San Francisco to the posi-
tion of secretary to his Grace,

Rev. A. M. Leyden, '80, since becoming pastor
of Toronto, Ohio, has built a beautiful church and
dedicated it to St. Francis of Assisi. -

Thomas O'Hagan B. A. '82, M. A. ’85, whose
volume of poems is noticed in an another column,
holds the position of Classical and Modern Lan-
guage Master in the High School, Mitchell, Ont,

Leo. Herckenrath, commercial graduate, 82,
representS in Chicago the Herzog Telephone Co
of New York. Leo had always considerable elec-
tricity about him.

D. J. Sheehan who left the class of 89 to enter
the seminary writes a cheery letter from Balti-
more. Beneath the religious habit ““Dan” still
wears the habit of punning, .

T. V. Tobin and P. J, Griffin former members
of the class of 88, gained highest marks in the
January examinations at St. Mary’s Seminary,
Baltimore.

ames Kehoe, 67, a flourishing barrister of
Sault Ste. Marie recently visited the sanctum., He
informed us that for the past twenty three years
the College has not been without a Kehoe, and
apparently will not !.ack one for twenty three years
to come. He promises us so reminiscences of
“sshameskehoesaytepeats” times.

Edmond Moras of the class of ’86 writes us
from Harvard Medical School, at which he was
entered one year before the graduation of his class.
His fine football playing, genial manners and
keen logic will long be remembered.

ULULATUS.,

Mumps !

* The spirit 0" uncouthness is now rife among:
. .
us

At the last meeting of St Thomas’ Academyr
the members were well posted in metaphysics.

Invitations are out for the Owens-McDonald
¢ At Home,” which is 10 take place in room 29
senior dormitory.

The students have already begun arrangements
for the St. Patrick’s day banquet. The manage:
ment of the affair is in'the hands of a committe¢
of ten, and great results are anticipated,

Quite an interesting lacrosse match was played
on skates a few days ago. Wheeler failed to
distinguish himself ; the skates were dull, and
then ‘‘that coat, ye know.”

Under the tutorship of Mr. Jobson Paradis,
the younger students are practising some graceft
movements for the athletic entertainment on Eas®
ter Monday. ;

‘“Mathematics I understand,

Of Greek verls I've the upper hand ;
But never can I get into my head,

How it is that a B/eck mustache is red.”

When a man has a felon on his finger he makes
an ungainly barber. So thought Gingras when |
the oil was accidentally applied to his head and
shoulders by McDonald, the other day.

We see from one of our  Western exchanges: §
behind time on account of the snow, that a bril” §
liant mathematician of our fourth form, during 2
recent visit to his natal place, dropped into the §
district school of his boyish days. e addressed ]
the pupils a few well chosen remarks on the trisec” .
tion of the angle. The pupils reciprocated by
singing ‘‘Are you there, Mornar-i-ty.” :

«Qut of the garden of Eden,
Adam and Eve were cast ;
Cain and Abel last conge,
In one of our class-rooms passed.
This story to some may seem curious,
Perhaps everyone's views 'twill not suit,
That the family should dearly be punished,
For eating the forb/dden fruit.”

Will not the two gentlemen who amused the:J
memb_ers of the Philosophers’ dormitory in the 3
capacity of_' the bear and its keeper reproduce it 3
some evening before all the students? We thin
their sphere of action too small for such remark” 3
able talent, 1

What have the students of a certain table i 4
the refectory done, that they should endure suc™’
punishment? Every day they are treated to 8
conversation in French between * Tuck ” and
« Mark ” ending with a characteristic renderiD
of “‘Maid of Athens, ere we part.”




