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Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God..—Feter.  On this Rock fﬁvgil.bmld
‘my Church, and the ghtes of Hellshalt not prevail agawst it.— The Lord Messiak. |

———————————ere et ey g e———
THE DESIGN OF « THE CHRISTIAN.”

“ For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerpsqlggrgs saké
" T will not rest, until the righteousness therect go forth as brighthess, and
the salvation thereofas a lamp that burneth.” ~Trusting in Israel’s God,
such is our purpose. As a teacher of Christianity, and a proclaimer of
the Gospel, our labours are neither few nor small. \We have, however,
some leisure ; and that we wish, most ardently, to devote to the dissemi-
nation of the truth. We know of no better way to spread before our”
fellow citizens the convictions fustened on our own mind, than by ia-
king use of the great moral engine—the Press. We bave called to our
aid our friends the printers, and they have promised to give a monthly
impression of our thoughis: good brethren and fnends have promised,
to pay them and the paper makers; the compensation & bich we anti;
cipate is the luxury of doing good.  We have abundant proof that our
former efforts were beneficial to our readers, and this_gives us courage,
to renew the task. During the suspension of the publication, we have
had many opportuaities of witnessing the effects of 1he system for which
we plead: we have formed a pleasing intimacy with the oldest congre-
ations in America, who plead for a return to primitive faith and prac-
tice, and have associated with some of thc men who were among the,
first}to take the field in opposition to the doctrines and traditions of men,
and in favor of the doctrine taught by. the Apostles, and the practices .
which characterized the first copgregalions of the Lord, W.e should be
agshamed to say that we had learned nothing during the six years ¢ The'_
Christian®? has been laid on the shelf. We see so muchmore to learn
that,we dare not boast ; but we Jeem onrselves much more. competent,
to the, task before us, than when ve first raised our yoice and pen toad-
vance the cause—to establish which the adorable Jesus suffercd, and bled,
and died. So much the reader will penmit the conductor to say for
h'mself. - . . ~- .
1..In our publication. we designto prove that God. has spoken tq,man.
Human speech is a demonstration of this. Every time the human voice.,
is heard, an ocular demoustration is given that man has heard God’s,
voite. We shall prove from internal and eaternal uﬁdgncg that lf}e}f
Vor. HL ‘n - . N
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Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are o true record of that
voice ; the truths therein contained are the impressions made on the
min s{of Pntriarchs, Prophets and Apostles, by the voice of God; and
shall stiew that the impibvemerils in.literature and sctence, and.corrvect
vidlvs of the Orhcles of God, hirhioniously blend, -

We are-not-alarmists; but we most sincerely bolieve that-a Peri-
odical devoted exclusively to the defencé of the Christian religion is most
itnperiously. detianded. How few, comparatively, * without excbption
and without & doubt,” beligve in the Word of-God. ‘Confidentthatatho-
rough examination:of the'sacred Scriptures will result in good to indivi-
duals.and the cause.of truth generally, we purpose devoting a few.pages
ocgasionally tothis important subject., . o

2. Howéver painful t%xe task, we shall feel oursplves bound to show.
how far many of our fellow professors have wandered from primitive

aith and practice. It requires but a hasty glance 4t the history of (he
early Christizas, to ses how far short modern ones comeg of the originut
patfern. Nothing short of their faith and devotion to.the Lord will give
its groutid to apprépriate the promises mads to them. One of the great
etrors of the present agé is claiming the pronises of the Gospel, without
¢omplying with the conditiokid on Which these -prothises are based; it
begcomes necessary therefore for the readdr to determide yhat ths féith
snd the practice of the Chiistians were, 10.whont the Apbstles:addiessed:
thobe letters, before ihey presumie to claim ihié pidmises-addressed to
thein, This. discussion will occupy a large space in the present volime
of *Ths Christian.” ' . o

§, Many of tHe periodicals aud advocates of reforns proceéd o the coh-
viction, hpparently, that enough has been said and written on first prin-
ciples. TS we are Gertain iS a great mistake'; espedially i the fegion
in which wd anticipate our'chief circulation. Faith 4nd’thé vbadiénce
of falth ate subjects on which the community heed much niote Jight ind
distussion. . oD

Men genieraliy have learned so much more fromi theit ancestors and-
_ dofilbmporhties than they Have from books, that it is no édsy 188k toine.

dute therh to leave.the éarly impressions of error, which have “-giown
with their gfowth and strengthened with their ‘strength = but trulhis
powerful; aid by giﬁn’%‘tﬂem “ line upon line and précépt upon-pre-
cepty’’ Wé bkpect that all Who give us a caréfulhearing will Be. indueed
16 ekurmine thewnselves in the light of that volume which Has'béeh givels
al @f{‘liﬁ?t:mqur{bét and a lathp'to-our paths™ -~ - T
4, e Christian™ will'also ke in view that vety iriporiant clags,
of i readers who ate well versed in the ‘theory and practice of first
prineiples of the Gospel ; these shall’be exhorted:to @ go ofi-fo petfee:
tio” 'The priteipal inducements furnished by the volume of itispi-
ratioh shall be.spread before thent to excite in them the stiongest desites,
pbssible, to-afthin 4 high degfee of escellence ity the “ work.of faith;.
* and.labors of love and patience of hope in-our Lord Jesus Chrigt:” .~
Hlow deep the anxiety of our Apostle that the Astient:Chtistians
shiotld’ I;B\éntii*e%y the Lotd’%. ¢ Fo¥ tois cavse,” sayshe, “I'bbwaty
kheéy-utito the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ‘e would' ‘grant
you, acebrding to the riches of his plory,-to be stiéngthened By-his spirit
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in the inner man: that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
you being rédted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all seints what is the breadth, and length, and height ; and toknow-
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that you may ba filled
with all the fullness of God.”, , IS AN

§. «The Christian” 'will venture to say something to mothets inire.”
ference to their children. Mothers make the first and mostlasting im-
pressions on the mind. How necessary that they should d&*ways‘be
under the influence of Christanity! How grent their responsibility?
Hqw much encouragement thoy need! T W

Whether the next generation be enlightened or ignorant—wiriuous‘or
vicious, depends-—under God—more on the intelligence and-devotionrof
smothers than. on any one contingency: What little aitl we cavrender
them .shall be attempted with-a hearty good will. SR 22
> 6. Church order and discipline~—the officers that each-congregation:
requires, their charaéter or qualifications—are subjects which must
«engross some of qur attention. The seriptural and proper abséxvanceof
the Lord’s dayl; its effects upon every class in -the: cominunity are
subjects.of great moment. They must be discussed, and thisir import
ance realized by those who would roll forward theear of reform. -In-
timately connected with these themes is that of family devotion and the.
Aaily study of the Living Oracles. Thess duties shall also be kegt
prominently before our readers, - oo

7.. Whatever may be uttered in defence of the foregoing themesy.not
approved by the reader,he shall have equal space with ourself to.suglain
what he deems a more correct view of the subject. Provided always,
the articles furnished be fully prepared for the press, and written " in &
style.worthy of & gentleman. . T

‘Siich are some of the designs of ¢ The Christian.” How far we
shall be able to mature them, time, that great revealer of secyets, will
soon disclose. Trasting in the Lord, and expecting the-aid and co:opés .
sation of the brotherhood, we hope our readers will notbe disappointed.

: ) © W, WiEator |

THE- GOSPEL.

4"9} je:ipto all the world, aud preachthe Gospel to every ereaiure,—>Blarg x¥i:15, °

Tre subject before us is one of infinite importance, A theme more
‘glorious could not be announced to mortal man. A proclamation .of
‘God’s love to the humay family onght ever to fill our Hearts:withgoys
but the demonstration of the good will of Heaven in the mission, death,
and resurrection of God’ ‘own Son, and that too for the ¢mancipation-af
man from the guilt, power and dominion of sin here, and to fit and:pre-
pare him for blissand glory in that immortal world which lies beyond
death’s cold river, should £ill every soul to whom it.comes with joy un-
.speakable and full of glory. . ) PO

What is the Gospel? By whom prociaimed? In whatterritory
wgs it, or should it be annoynced? To whom is it to be addressed.?
What benefits. are proffered ? * Who may enjoy them? are questions
of great moment, and intimately connected with the subject under,
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consideration  Were 4t not hawever for the doctvives and command-
wents of meun, the passage with which we began.ais connetion, and its
paralie's, are  dbunduntly suffiment satisfuctorily to answer all these
qiestions.  lndeed the commission gives a full and nnsquivocal responsa
w that most nnporiant iuquiry ever made by an awakened sinner:
“ What must I do 1o be saved ¢ * e that belicvesh and is baptized
shiall be saved” is the heary chieermy unswer of ver Lord Messiah just
as he is about ascending to glory,

But the age in which we live demands not only a general, but a de-
tailed eaposition of this west interesting subject. _In the light of the
dwine word let us then approach the theme, and cheerfully abide its
mandates,

1. What does the word Gospel mean? It is compounded of two
Saxon words—god, * govd,’ and spell, a ¢ message,” or ‘tidings, and
thus covresponds 1o the Greek cuanggelion, which signifies a joyful
message, or good news.” ‘I'o ‘the same conclusion would a diligent
student of word of the Lord come, though ignorant of Saxon or of
Greek., What the * evangelical” prophet Isaiah denominates glad -
dings, the Saviour and the apostles call the Gospel. Says Isaiab iii. 7,
“ How beautiful upon the mountins are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that pnblisheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings of good,
that publisheth cabation.”  [Also Nahum i. 15.] Which passages are
terpreted by Paal as pre shetic of the Gospel. Rom. x. 15, ** How
beauiiful are the (et of themthat preach the Gospel of peace, and bring
ghad jidings of good things "

Again, in Isaiah Ixi. 1. * The Lord bath anoinicd me to preach good
tidings to the meek.® When the Saviour made his first appearance in the
synagogue of Nazareth ufier his immersion, ** there was delivered to him
a hook of the praphctisaiab.,”  From it heread the passage justquoted :
* The spirst of the Lord is upon me, becanse he hath aavinted me to
preach the Gospe! to the poor.”—Luke iv. 18.

"That the proclamation of the Gospei is the annunciation of good news,
is"a fixed fact in the winds of ali who will examine the subject either as
a literary or theo.ogcal question.

2. If the Gospel be a proclamaiion of grod news, what is the intelli.
gence commumeated > The Gospel preached belore of Gad unto Abra-
ham was that * 1 him and in his seed all nations should be blessed.”
This was the gospel in promise —a prophetic view of it. The ancients
had their hearts cheered in anticipaiion of one to come.  During the days
of John the Baptist, and the personal minisiry of Jesus, the “ Gospel
of the Kingdons” was the ¢ kingdom of heaven sat band.”  Bul neither
of theso messatzes were commumented by the apostles after having
received the above commission,  Thev neither said the Messiah wasto
comne, nor the kinzdom of heavey is at hand 3 but, being filled with the
spirit from on high. they shewed 1o men the way of salvation.

1t is very important that we know exactiy what the apostles preached ;¢
for Puul savs (Guh. 1.8,9), * Thengh we, or an ange} from heaven
preach any other gospel nnto you than that which we have preached
unta you,'let him be accursed.” The apostle is very definite on this
pomt.  From Paul alone we may gain certun wnformation as to the
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message, which is termed good news, were we destitute of all the admi-
rable discourses of the other apostles :  Moreover, brethren, I declaro
unto you the gospel, which I preached unto you —— by which you are
saved if you keep in memory what I preached unto you ; for I
delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures—that he was buried—and
that he rose again the third day.” 1 Cor. xv. 1, 3. Every discourse
on record pronounced hy the apostles, confirms this view of,the subject
taken by Paul. Christ’s * death for our sins,” and his * resurrection for
our justification,” were the themes on which they continually dwelt when
they would fasten conviction on the minds of their hearers: they
preached not themselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord. When men would
make disciples for themselves, they talk about their own sayings, doings,
and sufferings ; they keep self continually before their auditory. These
ministers of Jesus always kept him prominently before sinners ; for they
were desirous of making converts to the Lord Messiah.

A very important question niow presents itself, growing out of the one
now under consideration, npmely—did the aposties proclaim to all col-
lectively and to each in particular that Christ died for them ? We would
avoid the discussion of this point in this article if we could do it con-
sistently. We cannot. It must receive a passing notice, and a more
thorough examination at some more convenient season.

The apostles were commanded to preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture. We have learned that the Gospel is a proclamation of good news.
This was to be announced to the whole intelligent creation. Is it good
news fora sinnerto hear that though Christ died for sins, the just for the
unjust, yet it isa matter of doubt—not certain whether he “died for his
sins? And if faith comes by. hearing, and hearing by the word of the
Lord, how can any sinner believe in Jesus Christ as his Saviour unless
on the testimony of those passages which declare that the * just died
for the unjust”—that he * came to seek and to save ihe lost”—he ¢ djed
for the ungodly™—* for We thusjudge that if one died for all, then were
all dead”—< that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man.” These and many other portions of the divine record bear a
strong testimony to the goodness and mercy of God in Christ Jesus—
that through the death and glorification of God’s own Son salvation has
been procured, and is proffered to the whole creation. We see no other
wey the commission can be interpreted : indeed this view is a kind of
gauge by which we try all vur other conclusions. When our faith or
practice in reference to any religious subject opposes this, we fear that
thore is something radically wrong. In the language of another we say
* We hold no doctrine—and, by the grace of God, never can hold any,
which, in our view, will be inconsistent with the free and full offer of
the Gospel to all men, or which will bind our hands, or palsy our tongue,
or freeze our heart, when we stand before sinners to tell titem of g
dying Saviour.” - )

‘The intelligence thus communicated to the sinner in the proclamation
of the Gospel is, that Jesus is the Messiah-—God’s own Son—who divested
himself of the glory which he had with the Father before the world was,
and sojourned here in mortal flesh ; that-he lived to teach us how tolive;
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that-he.died for our sins, and rose again for ourjustification ; and now
od can bejust and thejustifier of him that beliéveth .in Jesus.

3. By whom wos tho Gospel-procinimed ir nncignt times 2 Whoare
authorized fo publish it-now ? ‘The npostles were the first heralds ; hut
we soon hear of others being engnged in the work- of thoministry. Soon
asmany hearts werg subdudd by the Gospal, perserution began to rags,
The Jerusalem Church was scattered throughout Juden.aad Samaria——
except the Apostles ; but they were not idle, for ¢ they went every
where preaching thg word.” In those days all who understopd the
Goapel proclaimed jt: it was not only hig privilege, but his duty to do
50. Paul said to Timothy (24 Epistle ii. 2), * The things which thou
hast heard among mhoy wilnesses commit thou te faithful men, wha
shall be able io teach othersalso.”” While then in every Chtistian cops
gregation there should be faithful men able fo teach others, all the dis.
ciples are authorized to speak the truth, and required to proclaim.the
Gospel it the best way they know how. Thers ig oply onecondition:
“ if any roon speak let him speak as the opacles of God.” 1 Peterjv.11.
All.then"who * speak as the oracles of God?’ are-authorised so to do.
The {)Sractice of the first Church and the teaching of the Apostles lead
to this conclusion.

4, When and where shall this gracious message be published? The
apostles were forbidden to make the proclamotion “till they were en~
dued with power from on high,” Théy wera then to** greach repentance
and remisgsion of sins in the name of Jesus.to all notions beginning at
Jerusalem.? They were to be witnesses in ¢ Jerusalem, Judza, Samaria,
and ta-the utterraost parts of the earth.” Jerusalem then was the plgce
of beginning ; for the * law was to.go forth.from Zion, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem.” Isaiah ii. 2. The whole world-was the field :
the message was.tlo *every creature.” The herald of salvation in
Jesus® pame. has nothing to do with parish lines or national houndaries ;

_ wherever.he can find & son or.daughter of Adem, to them he is autho-
rized to proclaim the gled tidings of eternal life through him who.died
on Calvary,, :

Thb facis in this section are important,  ©One of the principal causes
of. division-in sentiment, and ignorance of the plan of salvation, isthe .
want of correct views in reference to the time when the present dispen~ .
sation of graca and.merey, began. In the above testimonies the. time and
place are clearly apd.distincily pointed out. The bare reference to 2
preyiously proyed fapt—that the Gospel message consisls in an annuo-
ciation of- the-death, burial and. resurreotion of the Messish—ought for-
ever-to satisfy.every. intelligent mind that the good news. of -salvation,
through the sacrificialdeath and. glorious resurreciion of Jesus, could not
have-been .announced uniil these.awlnl events had transpired. '

. 5. Who.may enjoy. its benefits; and on jhat conditions? Afl may
be :partakers of the great salvation, for the_groclamationis taall; if they
will but bow to the Prince Messiah, they may become pariakersof the
blessings procused by him. Ali blessings are conditional. Esgo in the
state of. primitive purity man’s moral existence was conditiopal. .Though
the.grape; the fig,and the powegtanate, hung.in-tich and sipe clusters,
witlun his-reach, Adam was not benefitted 1a the least.until he used the
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means giveu. by his merciful creator in order to their reception, Neither
the light. of. God's bright sun, the gales that fan our-mountain topsi;nor
the gurgling rill, though free and ordained by heayen to biess and refresh
the whole oreation, benefit not one who teceives them not.  We may
descend the decp dark cavern and hide ourselyes, from the bright sun,
and there enveloped inthe nausea's vapors, far from.the babbling braok,
find a-speedy and certain death. . . e P U

From what source man got the informntion that Gospel blessings.were,
in this world or in any other, unconditional, is to us one.of $he,greatest
mysteries that ever wgs broached. From the study of natwre weknw
he never could have Jearned it; from the hiftory of man such information
could not have been obigjned ; the Bible does not teach it; if it dogs, the
chapter and verse has not yet been disclosed. Every error in God’s
universe isa counterfeit. [ We have some essays in embrye to prove this, ]
The idea, then,-that spiritual and eternal blessings are un,conrrilionul, we
conclude is & perversion—if not a contradiction—of God’s truth.

1, then, the Gospe] blessings are conditionpl-—what are these .condi-
tions? This is a point which we wish to make as clear as.the sunlight,
The reader then will bear in mind that the Guspel is a system of Faors,
Conmanos, and Pronises. We have already before us. in the. second
section of this artjcle, the Gospel facts which were to be proclaimed b
theapostles. The commandsthen are the conditions—hy obeyiog whie
we may come ito theenjoyment of the rich blessings of the Gospel,,

Being exccedingly anxious that this part of our subject should, be fully
apprehended by every one who has come to the years of. understanding,
woe shall be at some pains to make it very plain. .

The following diagram may present clearly snd distincily to.the mind
a full outline of the momentous subject under consideration :—

1. Christ died for our sins ;
Faors 2. Was buried ; _ .
(3. He rose again for our-justification.

1. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE GOSPEL/{ Commnns{ 2. Repent
ok 3: Be baptized.

1. Reniisgion of past sins,’
. I Promises 4 2. The Holy Spirit,y

) -3; Everlasting life. ,

What & beautiful harmony is there in truth! What perfect -order. in
all the developements of the divine naturé! The more intimately™We
become acquainted with the revelation of God, the greater the beauty
and consistendy. Father, Son and Spirit are engaged in saving a_cren.
ture, made up of bedy, a soul, and a spirit-~of animal, intellectual ‘and
moral powers. The developement of God’s good ‘will in. the salvation
of man is ealled the Gospel, autl although a unit, consists in thrée facts
to be believed, three commands to be obeyed, and three promises to bg
enjoyed. ‘The facts are such that faith in them includes confidence
the whol revelation of God. An.obodience from the’heatt of the, com-
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mands necessarily includes that state of miad which enstres an entire
conformity to-the -will'of the Lord in all things. And the promises reach
frpm time 1o eternity I All spiritual blessings, of which we can have
any couception, are included in the three promises. ‘Well may such a
lorious system be ctlled the Gospel—glad tidings to every creature,
ho would not rejoice to'learn, on the authority 6f Heaven, that he
may have aoll his past transgressions cancelled ; his sins and iniquities
remembered no more ; be filled with God’s spirit here; and in the im-
mortal world enjoy everlasting life ! _ W. W. E

A WORD OF- ADVICE TO YOUNG DISCIPLES.
READING THE LIVING GRACLES. ' .
¢ Wherewithal shall a y/ung man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto ac-
cording to thy word.”—Psazys exix. 9. -
Dear Brethren.~—Towards you our longing eyes and anxious hearts
are turned. Under God, we trust in you for the futuré success of the
gospel.. We are exceedingly desirous of being able to say to youin
truth, what the beloved apostle said of the disciples in his time : ¢ have
written unto you, young men, because you are sitrong, and the word of
Godabideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one,” Johnii..14.
Whethér you are the man thdt God would have you to be, or not, de-
pends upon tha possession or rejéctionof these qualifications. - Within
your own reach, by the blessing of God, is placed all the means necessary
10 the attainment of a high degree of usefulness. Your eminence and
usefulness, in the kingdom of God’s dear son, do not depend on the Go-
liath armor of exiraordinary literary and scientific qualifications—nor
in the show, splendor, and popularity ¢f the world. Trustingin “ God
and thé word of his grace,” you need only 1o arm yourself with the
smooth stones of truth and righteousness, and the virtues of the gospel.
In God's armory those weapons are prepared for you ; and may be had
by all who seek for them. ‘'They are free as the pardon and grace of
which you have already been made the happy recipients. You may
nave all the blessings of the new and everlasting covenant without money
and without price, so soon as you are prepaved to receive and enjoy
them. Exclude then from your affections all the buyers and sellers of
the things not connected with the word of God. *Know ye not that ye
are the temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you?¥
Your minds must be filled with something. It'is better lo have them
stored with Heavexa’s truths than with earth’s follies and lies. It you
swould -prove a blessing to the human family, and.gain the-blissful fields
of immorality, and dwell with-God forever, you must prepare yourselves
for uséfvlness, You must “sfir up the gifis which are in yous? you
must make yourselves very familiar with the ormacles God. A few
idle-wishes- will-not put you in possession of the knowledge. of this pre-
cious gift of God to-man. You must-study closely, diligently, perse,
veringly. No one but an idiot expects to gather gold and silver, aud
precious stones from the-surface of the-earthand the daily. trodden path.
if we would have treasures we must digrand toil for them. Mountains
must be levélled, the “-unfathomed deeps of the ocean® mustbe sounded.
Who then can expect the riches of glory in Christ Jesus without study,

-,
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toil,andself denial |  Deny yourselves, then, every sensuul gratification,
that would prevent high attainments, especially in the knowledgeiof the
Christian scriptures. AVhatever aid we can afford, it will be our. highest
happiness-to render you. s RPN :

Vhen the intelligence is sounded abroad that some distinguished. man
is about to address the community, “how eagerly do you repair to- the
place of hearing ; ‘you pore .with unabating interest over the pages-of
an intoresting narrative penned by a popular writer; but alas.!, how-few
take the abiding interest in the perusal and study of God’sword -that its
merits demand. Think, dear brethren. that the most distinguished wri-
ters and speakers that have ever graced our surth ask for a hearing : :they
discourse not on things tragsitory ; the evanescent joys of earth are not
the subjects thatdwell upon their tongues or flow from.their pens—.

. “ Sublimer streinsito heavenly themes belongt? . - | -
-Remember, young friends, one of the greal faults-of the age is strong
excitement ona subject for a short time, aind then _an-almost entire: feg-
lect of it. . Be determined fo corect this fault- If you study your Bible
anly by fits and starts, you will never be familiar with'it. Fix upon
the best plan, and perseveringly adhere to it ; and more can be accom-
plished in one year than in the usual way of study in seven, -~ =
Permit us to suggest a plan—which, from experience, we can.recom.
mend asthe best which has come under our notice. -

Begin, the first day of the vear of favor 1837, at Genesis; Job, and
Matthew, and read one chapter in each book. IExamine the references
to other parts of the volume, and endeavonr to meke yourselves-familiar
with the contents of these chapters. -Pursue the same course during
every duy in the year. On the Lord’s day add two chapters more to'the
number ; and before the year terminates you will-have carefully exa-
mined the whole of the Old and New Testaments. -This courss of read.
ing will occupy but a short: time. Every one of us spend, uselessly,
every day, more time than would be sufficient 10 aecomplish this task.

Committing to memory eighteen verses per day will put you- in pos-
session of the New Testament eutire, omitting the repetitions in-Mark and
Liuke,in one short year! A large proportionof our younp:readers would
thoroughly, after a little practice memorize, siz verses in ten :minutes.
‘Then in three years they would bave stored away intheir minds the
precious sayings and doings, and sufferings of the Lord, and the glorious
truths revealed-to the world. by the spirit-of God through the apostles. of
Jesus Christ! teed gl . RN T

Come, dear young friends, who will begin the task ?. Getzone of
those beautiful little-pearl testameuts, that you can place in the-smallést
pocket imaginable. 'Have the blessed little volume always- by:you:;
get your task-eyery day the frstthing-in the morning, and review, and ve-
peatit the last jhing at night. Letsweet slumber close yonreyes withihe
precious words of the eternal sealing their divine impress on your:heérts.

By so doing, with continunl prayers, ascending to the Father of lights,
and a coanstast endenvour to do the whole . will of God;. if yowxdo.:not
spend the happiest year that ever dawned upon.you, .wa will agknow<
ledge ourselves entirely unacquainted: with the genius of the Christian
system. More in our next, the Lord willing. Your friend: - waw. E;
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THE CAUSE.

T'ae condition of the congregations seeking a restoration of the an-
cient faith and practice of christianityin Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island, is better than, under ail the circumstances, we
had expected.

During our late residence in the United States we heard fisst, that all
the prociaimers had lefi the field for other departments of labor. ‘This,
we subsequently learned was partly true. ‘T'he nex: intelligence was
that the congregations were scattered ; some had apostatized, some had
gone back to the sects, and some had done worse! We even heard
that the congregation in Saint fohn, where we had labored so long, was
broken up. We were filled with grief. But we had too much confi-
denee in our fellow laborers to believe the report was true of them
as individuals. It might be possible that some misunderstandingror local
difficulty might scatter the little flock ; but that the good seed which bad
tak®n root in so many honest hearts would be so soon plucked up, we
never credited for a moment. We soon learned that the reports were
nearly all groundless, .

The congregation in this city has always had the Lord’s table spread
on every Lord’s day, and it bas always been surrounded by a goodly
number from the duy of ils crganization [June 1834] unitil the present
time, Itis true we have cause for humility and self abasement that we
are not more useful in the community ; but we keep up the form of god-
{iness, and anxiously hope that we may exhibit more of its power tobring
¢ into captivity every thought to the obedienc~ of Christ.”

Ina recent rapid tour through a part of Nova Scotia, we found the
greater part of the brethren steadfast and all apparently anxious to do
their part towards rolling forward the eause of reform. Compared with
popular societies around them—taking every thing into consideration—
the little congregations have done aboutas well as their neighbors; but
this is a poor consolation. They ought to have beerrall the time rapidly
progressing in the knowledge and practice of christianity.

The reaction attending a new cause, or an old one revived, is now
past, and all the ground which can in futurg be occupied can be easily
maintained by the faithful

The congregations in Nova Scotia need several tried, faithful teachers
of christianity,and a few efficient proclaimersof the gospel. It is hoped
that they will soon take decisive action in order to secure the labors
of such men, as will be of lasting benefit to the cause of truth and
righteousness.

We were much cheered by the reception of a letter, a few months
since, from our tried friend and faithful brother, Charles Stevenson, of
Prince Edward Island. Though not designed for the public, its con-
tents will cheer other hearts, and we wventure to give an extract to our
readers., It introduces to us a gentleman of whom we, never before
heard. Whatever-he may call himself or what may be his private
opinions, it matters not to us: he goes for truth as taught in God’s
message to man ; for freedom from human devices ; for the real bro-
therhood of 'all the disciples of Jesus; and we hail him as a fel’ow la-
borer in the cause-of Immanuel.
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Without further preliminaries, we will hear an extract from one of his
letters, given by brother Stevenson :

“ Our Elder received a letter the same day, that your's came to hand,
froth a Mr. Knox, pastor of a chvreh of Christ in 48, [P. E. 1. is sur-_
veyed, and laid off in numbers,] near Charlottetown, in which he gives
us to understand a little of the state of the congregations of the Lord in
his distriet. Ile says, ‘1 formed a church on the foundation of thé
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone, at East
Point, last Lord’s day week. A church which is connected with nc
association but the universal brothethood 5 no bond of union but christian
love ; no ground of union butobedience to the whole truth as it is in Jesus,
and no rule but the uncorrupted and blessed word of God. There are
Jifty-nige members in the E P. church ; one that I baptized twelve days
ago. Many of the brethres are intelligent and growing daily in the
truth.  There are now more than three hundred disciples, whose care
fests upon me in a great measure, under God; and who when the things
are set in order, which are now wanting, will, I hope, be a goodly band
exhibiting to the poor, wretched and bewildered professors of this Island
the simplicity and power of truth. .

“ ¢I have strong expectations, I confess, of the future; but these are
founded not on the character of the brethren, for human nature is feeble
under all circumstances and names, but on the transforming and har-
monizing energy of divine trath, through the Spirit. That is my rock ;
there I rest; and on it build. The promise of my God is sure, heis
faithful, and the truth is immutable. To eshibit it inits swn clearness
and dignity, disrobed of the darkness and mysticism with which hu-
rran ignorance nd blindness have arrayed it, will be my aim. To
possess its humility and teachableness of spirit on the one hand, and its
living joy, glorious hopes, and unflin¢hing boldness on the other, is my
heart’s desire and continual prayer; and to behold these exerting their
influence in the exaltation and endearments of the ¢haracter and labors,
and spirit of the brethren, my life and my joy.

*¢ ¢ My dear brother, let us never despond byt always rejoico in him
who loved us, so shall our haflds be strong and the victoty shall be ours—
ours through him that died for us and yose again. :

* ¢ The separation betweén the chirckes who stand-on the truth, and
those in connexion with the Nova Scotia Baptist Association is now-entire.
The Bible, and Bible alone, must govern the diseiples of Jesvs; and
those who reject it or regard it as not enough, must after scriptural
treatment be treated asrebels, and rebellious as in the sin of witcherafl,
and stubbornness-as iniquity and idolatry.’ - R

¢ By this, dear brother Eaton, you will see that reformaticn is sbme-
whaton the increase in this same Island: o

R ¢ Your faithful brother ia the Lord, -
“ September 4, 1846, . ¢ CHARLES ‘STEVENSON

Can one who professes the Apeacéable 'doctripeof1heygoépel:befa:§6i-
dier ? Jesus Christ by disarming Peter, disarmed every soldier afiex-
wards ; for custom ¢an neversanction® wrohgact. Tertullten, 4.2k 197,
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RELIGIOUS MAXIMS.

Having a Connexior with the dictrine and practice of Hilis.ess.

Think much, and pray much, let your words be few, and uitercd with
seriousness and deliberation, as in God’s presence. And yet regard
may be had to times apd scasuns. We may inncceotly act the child
with children, which inthe prescoce of grown. persous would Lave the
appearance of thoughtful.iess and levily ; and may perhaps at umes
express our gratitude to (iog, and sur holy juys, withan iucreased degree
of freedom and vivacity, especially in the company of ihuse who bear
the same image, and who know what it is (o rejuice 1o the Holy Spirut.
—Upham. it

Be silent when blamed and reproached up’stly, and under such cir-
cumstances that the reproachful and injutiuus person will be likely from
the influence of his own reflectivus, to discover his error and wrong
speedily. Listennot fo the suggestions of nature which would prompt
a hasty reply; but receive the injurious treatment with- humility and-
calmness ; and He in whose name you that saffer will reward yon with
inward consolation while he sends the sharp arrow of convicuon iuto the
heart of your adversary.—7/. I

I

In whatever you are called upon to do, endeavor to maintain a calm,
collected, and peaceful state of mind. Self-recollection is of great im-
portance. ‘i is good for a man lo wait quietly for the salvation of the
Lord” He who isin what may be called a spiritual hurry, or rather
who runs without having evidence ¢f being spiritually sent, makes haste
to no purpose.— UL

v, -

Seek holiness rather than consolation. Not that cqnsolation is to be
despised, or to be thought lightly of;; but solid and permanent consela-
tion is the result rather than the forerunner of holiness, therefore he who
seeks consolation as a distinct and independent object will missit. Seek
and possess haliness, and consolation (nof, perhaps, often in the form
of exstatic and rapturous joys, but rather of solid and delightful peace)
will follow as-assuredly as warmih.follows the dispensation. of the rays
of the sun. Hg wHo 1s HOLY MUST Bg BAPRY..—U,

“T'ne proper work of chrislinns is the extension of chnsuaiwy ; the
adding to the crowd of witnesses, the dimination of the.sons of da. X ness,
the accession of the gems v the Redeemer’s crown. [t 1s to h.e umbued
with holy, untiring angieties to rescae beings like -ourselves from going
down to the pit; and because time is short, to devute every power, to
concentrate every talent, to devise every 'means, to employ every re
source, to * save souls from death ;”—consequently to remember that
men‘are always perishing, that therefore, we should be always laboring
that the season foractivity 1s circumscnibed, and that ere long the night
will come—it is coming—-when our tongues shall be silent, cur hands
motionless, and our hearts pulseless; for there is na work, nor device,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither we are rapidlv hastening.

14
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« THE -CHRISTIAN"

Is not designed to be the rival of any othér work. It calculates not
on the discontinuance of a single subscriber for any o:her religious pub-
lication. Any ‘one taking another publication can take this too without
very much increasing his periodical tax. .

- The brotherhuad of Nova .Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and New
Brunswick are able to sustain the * Christian,” and we have every reason
to believe that they will manifest a benevolent wellingness to give it an
extensive circulation. When.we say the brotherhood, we mean those
who belong to the “ane Lody’*~-who have the * one spirit,”, the * one
hope”— one Lord, ‘one taith, one baptism, one God and” Father.”
These we call brethren, whatever may be their opinions ; and with them
we would co-oporate in the promotion of the cause of truth and righte-
ousness. . -owm

From our old friends and brethren in Canada and the United States,
we expect some assistance. . Again we say to themi, you must not look
upon our hnmble sheet as an.intruder. 1t is designed to fill a vacuum
not occupied by any other publication. e

To brother editors we would say, that sosoon as they will furnish us
their respective publications we will find a spare corner for their titles,
terms, &ec., and for all who desire it, very cheerfully dact as.agent.

07 Seeciar Nogice.—All who receive this numberof * The Chris:
tian” are respectfully invited to become Snbscribers. We 'vefy,affec-
tionately remember the names of our former patrons who paid up their
Ills. -1t would give us much pleasure to be allowed to place their names
on our new, list. ~If they desire usto do so, they will inclose the amohnt,
and send on by mail (post paid) at our risk—or by. any ether convey-
ance, at-their own<—the small sum of Half g Dollar per year for edch
subscriber. 'We wish to hear from all our friends previous to the Ist of
February, as weare desirous to know how Jarge an edition of thé second

numbeérto strike off. , . .

Those.who do not wish to take the work, will please hand this number
to some of . their neighbours, who. would be likely to patronjze it.. Those
who do not send us.the payment in advance need.not expeet fo.receive
any more.; CoE ) . TR

Our friends -in the United States, who are willing to aid-s in 6ur un«
dertaking, will please hand the money-to-their Postmaster, and fake a
receipt ,from him—-inclose {hat.in & letter to, JEBY, BurGiN, Esquire,
Eastport (Me.), and pay. the postage; and it will be all right. We will
pay the British Postage on the, publication, All othel lettess, papets, &ec.
from the United States and Canada, designed for us, Will be dddressed
to the_editor, Eastport, Me. . Letters &e..from NovaScotia, Prince Ed-
ward Island, and New Brunswick, to be sent to Saint john, N. B.*©

' ' ) [¥onit oF @éﬁ’i?\‘,-g : ey
. .. Post Office [Town] [State] {Month]:[Dafe].

Recaived of A, B. —— Dollnta ~— Cents, for his subseription to Thé Christian,
payabls to Jery Burgiu, Esqnire, by the Postmaster of Eastport, Ble., on presentaion
of this receipy; duly indogsed, >/ =% = T 7 AT AT )

o T T : C. D., Postmaser.
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AVERY’S BOOK STORE,

0. 3, PRIWCH V7ILLIALL STT JBE@’,
_SAINT JOHN, N.B. =

The Subscriber keeps constant?y on lzmzd, an mcfzsws assm'*nenz of
School and other Baal.s, Stationery, Faney Articles, Ko Se., wiich lis offers

. Jorsae
Faywy Bisvres, elegantly bownd g bHe.
brow Bible and Testament ; Pocket Bi-
blos and Testuments_in every variety
of binding, Church Service, ditto, and
incases; Church Prayor Books, from
15. upwards; Collection of Chutch
Psalms, by the Rev I W. D. Gray;
Kirk Paalins, from 6d. npwards, ditto,
with Brown’s notes ; 'l‘eataments. atgd,
Watts' Hymns; Wosles’s Hysmns;
Watts’ Divine Sengs; Palmer's Famil
Prayers, Village Sermons; Bingham's
AnugumeS' Hooker's\Works; Hélpto
Family Worship, K'Knight's Harmo-
ny of the Gospels; Manas! of Devo-

tion; Ruscell’s Sermonsy Proverbs.of

Solomon; Dwight's Theolo, Cra-
den’s Concordance; Pollock’s Coitiso

of Time; Hawie's Lessons to Youngt

Men; Bmkerstethonthe Lord sSugpez
anpys Greek Lexicon; Va!ggs reck
Crammar: Valp s Greels Delectas ;
Valpy'siforace § mcuc“sAmswmh
chuonary- ditto Virgil; ditto Li
Meadow’s French Dictionary a0
goits dito; Rudman’s Latin Redi
raenis ; Conversitions in French and
En«hshg ¥Keith onths Globes; Pin-
nocl's History of Erglaud. Rome, and
Greece; Simpson’s-ditto 3 Davia’ His-
tory of England and Rome ; Magneli's
Historical Q,uesnons. Murray's Gram-
thars-Lepaie's Grammar; do. do. with
Key attached ; Key to Lennie’s Gram-
maz; Mumy's Reader by Davis; do,
Gramuidr, improved by Davis; !mpra-
ved Alles; Woodbridgo's Genmphy
and Atlag; Psmrson'sdmo. Guy's do.
Goldsmith's ditto; er's Schaol
Ditiofraky, by Davis; Leieh’s Recya
tiany; Hotison's Bodkkeeping; Seoivs
Lessofs; Crosby’ sWa’ngxme s At
metic; Ke_y to de.; Gough's Arithine-
tic; Voster's Arithmetio: 'N‘arupson s
Anthnete sud Keys Gray's Aruhme.
£t and K&y ; Retilers Vvae's Spolfing
Book; Thompron's Geography; o
Euchd' Cargenter’s S Thng Boom
Yavors do.; Dilworth’s do.; Guy's
do ; Momy's do.; Swan's Tmproved
t":opy Books; Ruled Copy Books;

ﬂ‘&"i’m\ﬂncand Boor Bivpisc executed om Jiberal torme.

1 veryy moderdte Lorm3—tomprising &4 port 3 p
Cypbering Books; Schoal Paper, of

Slate. Pene

every desqnpnou. Slates;
Hooks; Orr's

eils; Authmﬂucal Table
Universal Stecl Pens; a vary large av
sortment of Primeys; Pinfiotk’s Cates
chwm, Indian Ink; Drawing Paper.
ome’s §pxtome. Shlpmastor's Ase
sislamts Seamen’s Mannals 'I‘homp-
son’s Tables; Nauteal Almanatk, for
1247 ; Criarrs, (comprising thoss mest
genezally used for ourcommerco 1 Gun.
fer’s Seales; aral!ﬁ\Rn avs; !}mders,
‘Log Slates; Log Paper and Lo Books.
Totte’s Naval Toxt Bodki; b m}xem-
tical Yostrumems, frowaGs. to 859, pér
cnse i Reeves “id Sonsimprovesd
Coloars; Camel Hait Brnshes; Flat
Broshes for Copying Présscs: Fine
Wove and Common I‘oolscap. Fine
Lawd and do. ; Fine Wove-and Come
nion Letter Paper; Fine Laid ard do.;
’ﬂerchant’s (Post Aoy dhin Lotter Pa.
» Fice and Comwmou Pot Puper;

o!w Post; Bank Posts Capndgd
Paper; Tisne and Copying I’aper'
Colonred Tissye Paper, ior Fongy
Works ﬂote aper, Black znd Ret‘l
Sealing Wax, Faoey Wk, VVafers
g'anous.) Emel g of sl deseriptions,
zsmg{g Cards, Swan Qnuills, Come
won ditto., School Quiflz, Parchment,
Ronnd Rulers, Gillioe's Cononereygl
Btee) Pers, Daronial Szeel Pans, Pe-
ruvian do., Usiversal do., Gillkont's
“Public do., Fagla do., Onr's da., Slates
and State Pencils, Tukt Stands v&nous,)
lack Lead Drawing Pencile, Cém-
gsmi\dfenc(:’s, Ted ?hdk Féneés, P‘gn
ors (various, Hlasses for
%onta Black Iuk, Red Ink, ¥t Pow-
aem, &‘mmng ?aper (‘\Iews) varions
sizag Relsom ofall dzes, Jovurnal of
do,, Pay Books of 4o, Bill Booly,
Lener Looks, Books for-te f}ewzmg
Press, Blottgre, blemorsidum Rooks
(xarieus), Vorkmei's Thue Books,
;{:wez:r smription of Blank Foims,
0ns *2?* assorted, Bristol Board,
Bone Folders, Blajto Seals, Wafar
£tamps, Velentine Writers, Gold Por-

| forated Bowa, Sitver.do., &, K.

WILLIAM L. Avws'é
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