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ANNUAL REPORT. 189596

The Annua! Meeting of the Association, adjourned [rom
the 5th, was held on the 12th of October, 1596, the Rev, W. T,
Herridge, the President, in the Chair.

The Minutes ol the last Annual Meeting were laid before
the Meeting in printed form, and on moticn were conlirmed.

The following Report was presented

/ he Mem / e A { exer st Ottara

In presenting their report upon the transactions of this, the
seventeenth year of the Association’s existence, and eighteenth
session of the school, yvour Excentive approach the subject with
the conscionsness that the present is a time of somewhat serious
moment in its history, and that the incoming board will be ealled
npon to deal with certain phases of difficulty, upon the snecess
ful treatment of which may depend, on the one hand, the ent
into a far larger field of practical usefulness, or, on the other, a
considerable moditication and covtailment of the society's work

This position is due, pavadoxical as it may seem, to the rapid
development of this eity and the countey at larvge, and to the
general expansion of the age in all matters alfecting art inany
of 1ts forms, involving as 1t does, larger demands, higher eriti
cisi, inereased expenditure and redueed receipts Further, it
isovery lavgely due, as was only to be expected, to the successfal
operations of the school during the long tenmn ol years that

hias elapsed sinee its inception,

In explanation, it has only to be observed that those who
can carry recollection of Ottawa back to the vear 1879, when
the Society was founded, will recall the memory of what was
but little more than a back-countiv town ; possessing. indeed, the
germs of [hl\\llli“lll‘\ of maenificent |A|'||[ubllin||~ but germs an
developed, or of but insignificant growth

To a state of society so constituted and Hmited, the forma
tion of an Art Association wias the opening up of a new vista
of progress in directions which promised to bring this ¢ity into
line with cities of Lirger aims and aspivations in older “eonn
tries. I tended towards the filling of that necd, which a quar
ter of a century ago Canada felt so powerfullv. lor the cultiva
tion of the wmind, the eve and the taste, the gracefol RUperstron

ture which she found it essential to raise on the solid foundation
of her material prosperity in order that she might take her rank
amongst the considered |n-n|n|r~ of the world,




\s a consequence, onr Art Associations was received with
open arms and generous support, and it was to its School,
almost the first formed of the Art Schools of the country, that other
communities addressed themselves, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, when, incited by the example ol our city, they desired
similar institutions in theirown midst.  Were our Association
to pass out ol existence to morrow, there would remain a record
of beneficial service, the effects of which have been felt, not
only in our immediate locality, but through the whole length
of Canada. It has been the incentive of good work and per-
sistent endeavour from Ialifax to Vancouver.

In the course, however, of the general development of mind,
taste, and education throughout the country, in which this city
hasso largely participated,varisussocieties have established here
means for the cultivation of certain phases of art work. Educa-
tional institutions, both public and private, have given more
specific attention to the subject, and lastly the number ofthose
who are. more or less accurately, to be deseribed as following the
profession of art in the ¢ity, and who act as instructors, has in
creased, To this last elass, onr own Art Rehool has, as was to
be expected. caused a certain increment. and the Association
can only regard this feature as a matter for satisfaction, even
though the result may, in some degree, affect its own finaneial

position,

Then, too, as a very important and far vreaching canse for
the more limited pecuniary support we are now able to obtain
from one fellow citizens, it must be borne in mind that, whereas,
in the early davs of our existence the demands made upon their
generosity, were confined to hut a few institutions in the city,
the expansion of philanthropic effort in the direction of hospi
tals. admirable homes for children, for women and for theaged,
the extension of various charities, and the formation of athletic
associations and societies for the cultivation of our sister art of
music. and for scientific research, for all of which purposes
appeals have to be made to private generosity. in addition to
the calls, oiten many, in connection with the building and im
provement of churches, and the provision for their proper
maintenance, bave all tended, of late years, to a serious drain
on the financial means of our citizens, to which the higher and
more costly plane of general living now universal amongst us
adds an important element of expenditure. As a result, not
only are donations and subscriptions in aid of our individual




\ ssociation of greater rarveity, but art education being, unfo
tunatelv, regarded too much in the licht of'a dispensable lux

instead of. as it really is, a necessity ot the age, the class ol
pupils from whom we might reasonably expect to derive a
working income is more limited in number than it was in
our earlier years, and our receipts from fees are, therefore, less
than from the population of Ottawa and the high character
attaching to the city as the centre of the political and social
life of the country, we are fairly justified in expecting them

to be.

Through the death of our very generous friend and patron
Col. Allan Gilmour, we have heen deprived of financial support
which in the past has Largely aided the instit noin carrying
on its work, and further the heavy expendit taied on the
Royal Academy infualfilling the primnary obyjs its foundation
its annual exhibition in different cities « Dominion has
rendered it impossible for it to devote last two vears
more than a modicum of s former dor towards the ex

penses of our lile ¢lnsses. from the very limited funds at its dis

[H\.‘Il ‘v_\ Parliamentary grant

While compelled thus to draw attention to the adverse sid
of the position, vour Executive take it for granted that the As
sociation, which has successfolly mastered so many difficultios
will not, for a moment, allow it=elf to entertain any thonght  of
discouragement or of relaxation of effort until it has becope
clearly mantfest that such efiort would be futile ; the present
difficnlties are pointed out simply that they may be overcome

The lines of action which mayv bhe sugeested are the follow

1y

\ strong effort should be made to realize the seheme  of
erecting and endowing a suitable building. in which a laroe de
aree of public interest could be centered. and the operations of
the school extended That such a boilding could be constra

ed and maintained for Art School purposes alone appears ing

probable But it is not improbable that a noble boilding, an
irchitectoral ornament to the eity, and a vital feature of our fu
ther advanee, conld e made an ae omplished fact if its scone anid
ceommodation were such as to embrace not only i requir
ments of \rt bhut al hose of Seience. Literature, and Muas a
building which should be o erand {

and undvinge memorial o

gencrons philiimthropn

i o priceless henefaction (o a crateful




city, In such a home our invaluable Literary and Scientific So-
ciety, the Iield Naturalist Society, whose admirable work is
steadily growing in public appreciation, and the Royal Society
of Canada, together with onr own Association, would tind free
place, while the exceellent musical societies of the city, the O
chestral Society and the Schubert Club would have ample room
for their special needs ina commodious concert hall, of which
the city is sadly in want.  Further, the great scheme of a Pub
lic Library, one of the desiderata of the day, might be carried
out to noble effect,

No far as this Association is concerned. there is no doubt
but that the attractions of such a building would prove suflicient
to draw numbers of our community whom want of suflicient ae
commodation and a certain inaceessibility of premises now keeps
from us. It might then be possible for us to endeavour to meet,
a8 now we cannot do, the requirements of technical education,
which are so urgently pressed upon the great conntries of Eur
ope, and amongst our neighbours to the south, as essential to the
competition of she age, and to the mainteance ol commercial
supremacy,

Ro important is this scheme of a suitable building held 1o
be that your Executive commend it to your caveful considera
tion, and in that connection desive your attention o a sketeh
plan which, vough though it professes to he, and open to modf
fication. contains muchgof admirable and practical suggestion.

With such a building, it would not only be just and proper
that application should he made to the Federal government for
i ospecitic grant for Art purposes, to the Provineial government

for an increase of its present grant, and to the Corporation of

the City of Ottawa for such assistance as isx so frecly accorded
by mmicipalities 1o similae institutions in Europe, It may
well be trusted that theseapplications would be favourably en
tertained

Turning to the particnlar transactions of the past year, your
Execentive have to report as follows :

The session, the seventeenth of school operation, opened on
the 1st of November, 18295 and closed on the 30th of \ pril, 1896

The teaching staff consisted of three, Mre, Franklin Brown
ell, R. €0\ remaining. as for some years past, the head master ;

P



Ve Bawrenee |1 Favior continuing i ehaire | section ol
e nical drawing and desien, and Miss Martha Pateiek as
nming the post of teacher in o clementary anches

'he total number of students was 68, elassitied aecording 1o
sithjects, as follows Oils 7, Cast 22, Freechand | PPerspective
12, Architectire 7, Design 6 Geometry 12, Machine Drawing 2
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Royal Aeademy to meet this Association in o friendly spirit in
the matter of the grant in aid of the life class, to which refer
enee wis made in the annual report of the Association (WO yeirs
ago.  While feeling bound to make theiv grant dependent on
the condition of a lree life class inaccordence with instructions
oiven by the Academy, they have attained this object by pay-
ing the amount actually devived from the fees of the class, $27,
and donating the further sum of %72, making the total $09,
This said sum of $27 must, accordingly, when the school re
opens, be returned to those who have paid the fees.

It is to be regretted that the represeniations to the Depari
ment of Education anthorized by resolution at the annual meet
ing two years agodonot appear to have receivedfavourable con-
<ideration. It is to he fearved that the distinetion which shonld
exist between the work of Mechanies” Institutes and Art Schools
proper, and their respective yequirements and treatment, 1s not
sufficiently appreciated. It is possible, and to be hoped, that
further consideration of the questions involved may result in a
change of view on the part of the Departiment,

The thanks of the Association ave doe to the daily papers of
the city for kindlyinterest, and to the E. B. Eddy Co. for a dona-
tion of a liberal supply of their mill board for mounting
purposes in connection with our closing exhibition

The sehool was again this vear represented at the Central
Fair held last month : the exhibit obtainable. however though
presenting ereditable featnres, was not of so high a character
as the occasion would have rendered desirable ; much of the
best of the pupils’ work having been removed from the school.
\ number ot the stude nts. however, made separate exhibits
and took prizes. The fotal value of the prizes gained by the
school exhibits. as such, was $27. which. as usunal, was at once
paidover to the several students concerned

The lirancial position of the Association is represented by
the following smmmary prepared by the Treasurer. It will be
observed that the Ovtario Government grant has not yet been
received, though nearly six months have elapsed since the ex
aminations were held
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Moved by Mr. Watts,
Neconded by Mr. Orme,
That the l:n'})()!’l read be ilil“lbtl‘(l and prin],x(l_;_(',,”-I‘”l

Moved by Mr. Checkley,

seconded by Mr McLean

That the thanks of the Association are due, and are hereby
tendered to the designer of the very admirable plans submitted,
and that the scheme of building construction suggested in the
Report be commended to the favourable consideration of all
public minded citizens.—Curried

Moved }I\ Mr. Watts,

Seconded by Mr. Tavlor,

That the thanks of the Association are due and are hereby
tendered to the Press of the city, ‘o the I, B. Eddy Co.. for kind
donations of material, and to the respective donors of prizes
presented at the Exhibition of School Work.— Carried.

.\ln\ml by Mr. Che ]\IA\

Neconded h\ Mr. McLean,

That a vote ol thanks be tendered to Mr. Campbell on his
retirement from the position of Necretary, for services so ably
rendered in that capacity, conpled with a warm expression ol
regret at his enforced withdrawal.—Carried

Moved by Mr. Dixon,

Neconded by Mr. Orme,

That in order to meet the financial obligations of the
Association. imcluding its indebtedness to its bankers, the sum
ol §1.000 be withdrawn from the capital account at the Quebec
Bank and placed tocurrent account, it being understood that
on receipt of the Ontario Government grant, the amount
received shall be placed to the credit of capital account.—
Carried

The election of officers for the forthcoming year was then
proceeded with, Messrs. Watts and Taylor being appointed
Scrutineers

As the result of the several ballots cast the following gentle.
men were declared elected as Officers and Members of Council
{for the vear
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PRIZE LIST

The following were recipients of Prizes at the Exhibition of Students’
work held on the 4th of May, 1806, The prizes werc distributed I»}' His

Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen.

Drawisg  rrom e Nvoe—E. L. Fosherry,

0, E. Prudhomme,

Sidney Johnson,

Paixtine iy Oin—E. L. Fosberry, Miss Moir, Miss E. Whyte.

Drawing rrom TiE ANTiQUE— Miss Gillelan, Miss E. Whyte, Mr. R.

Bronski

StiLL Lire axp Deavep Monkn—Miss Gillelan, Miss Moir.,
ELemestary—IE, H. Clayton, Miss Linton, Miss E. H. Davies.
Pex aAxp Ixk Drawin . L. Fosberry, Miss E. Whyte, Miss Tilley-

BuiLpisag  Cosstruerioy axp Maciuing DrawiNa—James Sibley,

Paul Moffatt
Ixpustrian Desioy —P, Casey.
OxxaMENTAL Disigy —Robert Allan, R. Bronskill.

Honrs pe Coxcours-—Miss Patrick, student teacher, on the recom

nendation of the head master, was awarded a ~|n‘\‘i:|] prize for all round

general improvement,

Mr. Wm. Noffke was awarded a special prize for mechanical drawing.
Ihe prizes were very beautiful and were donated by leading citizens,

including Mr. J. P. Feathcrston, John Manuel, A, W, Fleck, Hon. A, R.
Dickey, W. M. Howe, Messrs,

J. Wilson and L. F, |.‘|‘\1nl

Duarie, Thorburn, Olmsted & Hurdman,

His Excellency donated two beautiful prizes selected by the Countess
Of Aberdeen for competition next year in oils and design.  The prizes are
two heavy silver Picture Frames

containing photos of His Excellency,
and of Lady Aberdeen
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Government Certificates,

(io nment Kxaminations held at the close of the session, in May, 1896

James Sibley, Paul Moflatt
P he GEow
James Sibley, A, L. Bronskill, Miss Emile Belleneaun, G, W, Northwood,
R. Allan,
p
James Sibley
Moper D
James Sibley, Charles Coldery, Miss Ella Cooper, Miss Grace Gillelan
E. H. Linton, A. L. Bronskill, Miss Charlotte Donaldson, Miss Mary
Connor, Paul Moffatt, I, H. Clayton, W, Laneger, Miss Lily Moix

FRE Dy
James Sibley, N, K. Hav, M Maggie Arnoldi, Charles Coldery, M
Ella Cooper, E H. Linton, A. I. Brongkill, Miss Charlotte Donaldson,
Miss Mary Connor. Panl Motfatt, G. W, Northwood, . Allan,
I, 1. Clayton, Vincent Tilley, W, Laneger,

Miss Martha Patrick, R, Allan

\ ok Bracs y Dicaw

\N. K. Hay, Miss Maggie Arnoldi, David Finnie, Charles Coldery, Miss

Ella ('m-}w r, Miss Grace Gillelan, E. H Linton, A, 1. Bronskill,
Miss Charlotte Donaldson, Mi Mary Connor, W. Noftke
Miss Kthel Whvte
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\) Magoie Avnoldi, Charles Colder E. H. Clavton, Miss Jo phine

I'uillon,

Coldery, Miss Ella Cooper, Miss Gra

Miss Martha Patrick, Charles
Edith Davies, M Josepl IMaillor

Gillelan, A, 1 Bron 1, M

~ Fi R
M Martha Patvick, Miss Mageie Arnoldi, Charles Coldery, Miss Grac
Gi i, A. L. Pronskill, Miss Ethel Whyte, M Josephine
['aillon
TR I |
Miss Martha Patric Miss Grace Gillelan, A. 1. Bro M |
Whyte, Miss J ne Taillon, Miss | | Legy
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