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Adulteration of Food................ Ceeaaee . Ta
Agriculture, Annual Report.................. 8
Archives, Canadian.......... .............. 8a
Atlantic Steamship Line.......... .... 84, 84a, 84h
Auditor General, Annual Report............. 1
Australia, Mission t0........................ ba
Awards, Agricultural Tmplements at Chicago. 8¢
. B
Banks, Chartered.. . ........... ooveuenenen.. 3
Banks, Unclaimed Balancesin............... 3a
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials. . ...... (n.p.) 105
B. C., Commutation of Sentence in. .. ... (n.p.) 65d
Blue Books...........ccoovvnenniansnn. (n.p.) 39
Bonds and Securities ................... (n.p.) 388
Bonus paid for Settlers. ...... ......... (n.p.) 67
Boundary, Alaska and British Columbia.(n.p.) 86
Breweries and Distilleries............... (n.p.) 104
Bridge at St. Michel d'Yamaska ........ (n.p.) 34b

British Canadian Loan & Investment Co.(n.p.) 20
British Columbia Penitentiary.. . .(n.p.) 59¢, 59d, 59¢
British Columbia Railway Belt.......... (n.p.) 45
Building of Canadian Ships....... . .{n.p.) 74, T4a

Bureau of Labour Statistics ...(n.p.) 68
Butter .

E e (n.p.) 69
Butter and Cheese. .. ..............ocvee.ns 8h
C
Campbell, Samuel............coeonnnn. (n.p.) 33d
Canadian Cattle, Scheduling of...... ........ 8d

Canadian Pacific Railway :
Paymentsto..... .. .. ........ ..... (n.p.) 28
Landssold by........................ (n.p.) 34
Business with Interior Department.. .(n.p.) 34a

Schedule of Rates

.......................... 34c
Western Division,.................... (n.p.) 34d

Canadian Ships .............. . .... (n.p.) T4, Ta

Canadia.ri Tobaceo....... coovves oo, (n.p. 106

©

Canal Tolls ...... .... .... ..... ..... (n.p.) 8
Cattle Inspection...... .. .......... ceeuues
Cattle Ranche, Government.......... .(n.p.) 66
Certified Captains or Mates..... ...... (n.p.) 88
Chambly Canal....................... (n.p.) 24, 57a
Chartered Banks .................. ......... 3
Chevalier, . B.................... .... (n.p.) 33¢
Chicago Awards. ................coevennnen. 8¢
Chicago Exposition, Prizes at................ 101
Civil Service Board of Examiners....... ..... 16b
Civil Service Insurance... .... ........ (n.p.) 51
Civil Service List............ ............ .. 16a
Civil Service Superannuations.. ...... (n.p.) 25, 25a
Cockburn Island Wharf................ (n.p.) 75e
Coffin, Charles ....... .............. ..(n.p.) 63
Colonial Conference. .. .... e 50
Columbian Exposition, Nova Scotia Employees

Ab e e (n.p.) 55
Columbian Exposition, Report on............ 8¢g
Commission on Liquor Traffic 2
Commissions to Public Officers 31
Commutation of Sentencein B. C....... (n.p.) 65d
Connolly and McGreevy.... ........... (n.p.) 387
Contractors’ Securities.................. (n.p.) 87
Copyright Taws. . .... .......... N 50
CornwallCanal............. ........ (n.p.) 778, T7c
Criminal Statistics........... ........ ...... 8f
Customs Affairs at Woodstock...... ... (n.p.) 92

D

Dairy Commissioner....................c.... 8b
Davis, W. H., &Sons........ ....... (n.p.) 77b, T7c
Departmental Reports...... .... ...... (n.p.) 39
Dividends Unpaid in Banks.. .. .......... 3a
Dominion Lands.. ............ [, (n.p.) 35, 3ba
Dominion Pclice Report..... ...... ... (n.p.) 22

Dominion Savings Banks . ..
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Elgin Voters’ List ......... . ......... (n.p.) 80 ! Loans for .Segd-grain .................. (n.p.) 102
Ellis, John V. ...0 . ... (n.p.) 49 ! Lobster Fishing .. e (n.p.) 33e
Estimates. . .ovovviris ciiiii e 2 | Luther, Saleof Lotin.............. (n.p.) 72, 72a
Exchequer Court Rules...... ......... (n.p.) 32 b §
BXCISE .o ooieiii et it e 7 Manitoba, Homesteads in (n
) 3 esteads in. ... ..,..... .p.) 70
Expenses, Unforeseen. Aol Renort. (n-p.) 26& Manitoba Schools. ....................... 40a, 40¢
Experimental Farms, Annual Report. ... ... Manitoba School Laws ...... .............. 40d
¥ Marine and Fisheries, Annual Report . ... ... 11
Fast Steamship Line....... ........... 84, 84q, 84b | Militia and Defence, Annual Report......... 19
Fisheries in Ontario .......... ........ (n.p.) 3837 | Militia, Establishment Lists ....., ........ 19a
e vs : 3 MRiver...... ............... ..... (n.p.) 89
Fishing Bounties..... .... (n.p.) 356 M‘ : :
Fishing Licenses ...... .... ......... (n.p.) 33 | Mining Machinery.... ... ....... . ... (n.p.) 47
Flag Station, Removal of............... (n.p.) 89 | Miscellaneous Unforeseen Expenses... (n.p.) 26
Food, Adulterationof ............. ......... 7a | Mission to Australia . ... ... .. ...... ba
French Treaty.............. [ 56, 56a | Montpetit, Julien.. .................. (n.p.) 33a
P Montreal Timber Dues .... ........... (n.p.) 7%
. Mounted Police, Annual Report............. 15
Galops Rapids Channel................. (n.p.) 60 -
Geological Survey Report. . ceeeees . 13a . ©
Gosselin, Michel.. ..................... (n.p.) 41 | McGreevy and Connolly................ (n.p.) 387
Governor General’s Warrants............ (n.p.) 20 | McLeod,John..... ... .......... .. .. (n.p.) 98
Grand Etang. . ............. .0 Ll (n.p.}) 75 | McQueen, Timothy..................... (n.p.) 33b
H N
Half-breeds’ Lands...................... (n.p.) 91 | North-west Mounted Police
Harris Property........................ (n.p.) 44a | North-west School Teachers. . ..
Herring Fishing........................ (n.p.) 383e P
Homesteads in Manitoba...... ......... (n.p.; 'ég Ontario Fisheries (n.p.) 3Bf
i N . i leries. . ... .p.) 7
Howlan g"a Ex lora.tlons to ﬁn ﬁ‘) 36 Ontario Junior Judges.. ..... ... .... (n.p.) 83
gudson fali;rettl; ....... (n.p.) 78 Ottawa, Colonial Conference at....... ... .. .. 5b
ronsof Lorette. . .... ............... -pP.
u . P
Palmer, Justice ... ...... ........ .. .. (n.p.) 29
PR K .p.) 93
Immigration I'{eturn TOBD . ooeeeee e (@p) 9 Prince Edward Island Railway.......... (n.p.) 28
I ts, Various........ ... (n.p.) 81, 8la, 815, 8l¢ .
mports, Va ! Revort 14 | Prince Edward Island School Law.. ... . ... 40b
Indian Affairs, Annual Report............... ~ | Penitentiaries, Deathsin.......... .. . .. (n.p.) 59
Inland Revenue, Annual Report ............. " | Pickets Pier.. ... .. ... (0.p) 76
Insurance, Annual‘Report """""""""" ia ib Piglron................... 46
Insurance Companies.. ..................... ? Postmaster General, Annual Report 12
44 sy SAABRUAL IWepPore. .. ... Lees
Intercolonial le;ay F:exght Rates. (n.p. ) 34d, 13 | Post Office Savings Banks. ... ... .. (ap) 71
Interior, Annnal Report............... ... Prizes at Chicago Exposition... .. .. . . ... 101
JF Provencher, Riversin. ... . ........ . . . (n.p.) 62
James Bay, Explorations to........ .....(n.p.) 36 gﬂh}m égo‘mfséoA““‘_m'l. Report....... ... 33
dwe e (n.p.) 58 ic Officers’ Commissions................,
J oh?am;eé Je: %enta.rio ............ (n.p.) 83 | Public Printing and Stationery..... ..., ... 16¢
gun:for annu;l REpOTt . -+ wevvoeoennnen 18 | Public Works, Annual Report ....... ... ... 9
J:::t;cc:’l’almer ...................... (n.p.) 29 | Public Works, Expenditureson........ . (n.p.) 75d
K Q
Kingston Penitentiary. (n.p.) 59a, 59b, 59c, 59d, 59¢ | Quebec Timbgr Dues.............. ..... (n.p.) 79
I‘ n
Lacouture, Joseph................ ... (n.p.) 24 Railv,rays and Candls,.Annua.l Report......... 10
Lands allotted to Half-breeds...... ..... (n.p) 91 waelpts.and E;pgldlturess cevr .. (nap.) B2, 620
Lands, Dominion................ (n.p.) 35, 35a, Reciprocity wit ] nltefl tates.......... (n.p.) 8
Library of Parliament, Annual Report........ 17 | Return-men, Immigration....... ... ... (n.p.) 93
Licenses to U. 8. Fishing Vessels ....... (n.p.) 33 | Revising Officers.................. ... . (n.p.) 43
Liquors, Distilled and Fermented....... (n.p.) 108 | Rocheleau, Joseph Placide........ ... .. (n.p.) 82
" Liquor Traftic, Royal Commission............ 21 | Royal Commission on Liquor Traffic
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Rustico Breakwater, ... .............. {(n.p.) 75¢| Timber Licenses................. (n.p.) 79
Timber Sold..............vvvvien oo (n.p.) 79b
o Tobacco, Canadian............ ....... (n.p.) 106
Sabourin, Théophile..... ...... ... ... (n.p.) 33a Trade and Commerce, Annual Report ....... 5
Sale of Lot in Luther............ .. .. (n.p.) 72, 72a} Trade and Navigation, Annual Report....... 6
‘Sandford Breakwater. . . .. .. e, .(n.p.) 75al Trade Unions .... ....... . ........ (n.p.) 80
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Arranged in Numerical Order, with their Titles at full length ; the Dates when
Ordered aud when Presented to both Houses of Parliamentr; the Name of
the Member who moved for each Sessional Paper, and whether it is ordered
to be Printed or not Printed.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME B,

Census of Canada, 1890-91. Second Volume...... . ...Printed for both distribution and sessionul papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME C.

Census of Canada, 1890-91. Third Volume....... Ceeaes Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 1.

1. Report of the Auditor General on Appropriation Accounts, for the year ended 30th June, 1893. Pre-
sented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. G. E. Foster. . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 2.

®. Public Accounts of Canada, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1893. Presented 20th March, 1894,
by Hon. G. E. Foster. 2a. Estimates for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1895 ; presented 20th
March, 1894. 2b. Supplementary estimates for the financial year ending 30th June, 1894 ; pre-
sented 20th June, 1894. 2c. Supplementary Estimates for the year ending 30th June, 1895;

presented 12th July, 1895, . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
8. Lists of Shareholders in the Chartered Banks of Canada, as on 31st December, 1893. Preeex'ned 20th
April, 1894, by Hon. G.E. Foster.............. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8a. Report of dividends remaining unpaid and unclaimed balances in the chartered banks of Canada, for
five years and upwards, prior to 31st December, 1893. Presented 11th June, 1894, by Hon. G. E.

FOBLET . . .5 v evveee e e Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 3.

4. Report of the Superintendent of Insurance for the year ending 31st December, 1893.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

4q. Preliminary abstract of the business of Canadian life insurance companies for the year ending 31st
December, 1893, Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. G. E. Foster.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

" 4b. Abstract of statements of Insurapce Companies in Canada for the year ending 31st December, 1893.
Presented 7th May, 1894, by Sir John Thomx;son -Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
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CONTENTS OF VOLUME 4.

Report of the Department of Trade and Commerce, for the year ended 30th June, 1893. Presented
17th May, 1894, by Sir John Thompson......... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8a. Report of the Mission to Australia, by the Minister of Trade and Commerce. Presented 4th.July,
1894, by Sir John Thompson.. .............. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

The Colonial Conference, held at Ottawa, 1894. . ... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8.

5b.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 5.

8. Tables of the Trade and Navigation of Canada for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1893. Presented

27th March, 189_4, by Hon. N. C. Wallace ...... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

?. Tnland Revenues of Canada. Part L, Excise, etc., for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1893. Pre-
sented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. F. Wood. . . Printed for both distribution and scssional papers.

7a. Inland Revenues of Canada. Part II., Adulteration of Food, 1893. Presented 14th June, 1884, by

Hon. J.F. Wood......ocveeniniiinraenannnnn. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
7b. Inland Revenues of Canada. Part ITI., Inspection of Weights and Measures and Gas. Presented
6th July, 1894, by Hon. J. F. Wood.. ...... .. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 6.

8. Report of the Minister of Agriculture for Canada for the calendar year 1893. Presented 12th June,
1894, by Sir John Thompson................... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

Sa. Report on Canadian Archives, 1893. Presented 12th June, 1894, by Sir John Thompson.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

Third Annual Report of the Dairy Commiissioner of Canada for 1892-93. Presented 18th May, 1894,
by Hon. T. M. Daly. ...l L. Printed for both distributton and sessional papers.

8b.

8c. Report of the Director and Officers of the Experimental Farms for the year 1893. Presented 20th
April, 1894, by Hon. G. E. Foster............. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 7.

8d. The ls;cal;eduling of Cattle in England—the Canadian Case. Presented 4th May, 1894, by Hon. T. M.
y

................................. ve...Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
Se. Special Report of the Executive Commissioner on Awards on Agricultural Implements at Chicago,

1893. Presented Tth May, 1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8. Crimi )
f. Criminal Statistics for the year 1893 ........ e Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

89. Report of the Executive Commissioner on the World’s Columbian Exposition.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
8h. Special Report on the production of and markets for Butter and Cheese.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 8.

Annual RepOl:t of the Minister of Public Works, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1893. Presented
1Cth April, 1894, by Hon. J. A. Ouimet....... . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

°.

10. ..
A"fln““l Report of the Minister of Railways and Canals, for the past fiscal year, from the 1st July,
892, to the 30th June, 1893. Presented 27th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Haggart.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
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CONTENTS OF VOLUME 9.

11. Annual Report of the Department of Marine and Fisheries, 1893—Marine. Presented 1st May,
1894, by Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper............ Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

11*. . Annual Report of the Department of Marine and Fisheries, for the fiscal year ended 30th June,
1893—Fisheries. Presented 11th April, 1894, by Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

11« Report of the Chairman of the Board of Steamboat Inspection, etc., for calendar year ended 31st
December, 1893... ... . ... ... Printed for both distribution and scssional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 10.

12. Report of the Postmaster General, for the year ended 30th June, 1893. Presented 9th April, 1894,

by Sir Adolphe Caron. ................ ... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
18. Annual Report of the Department of the Interior, for the year 1893, Presented 21st March, 1804,
by Hon, T. M. Daly ..................... ..., Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
18¢. Summary Report of the Geological Survey Department, for the year 1893. Presented 20th March,
1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly ..... [N Printed for both distribution and scsstonal papers.

14. Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs, for the year ended 31st December, 1893. Pre-
sented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly. ... Printcd for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 11.

18. Report of the Commissioner of the North-west Mounted Police Force, 1893. Presented 13th April,

1894, by Hon. W. B. Ives.... ... .. .. ........ Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
16. Report of the Secretary of State of Canada, for the year ended 31st December, 1833. Presented
20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.......... Printed for both distribution and sessconal papers.

18q. Civil Service List of Canada, 1893. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
18b. Report of the Board of Civil Service Examiners, for the year ended 31st December, 1893. Presented
30th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.......... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

16¢. Annual Report of the Department of Public Printing and Stationery of Canada, for the year ending
30th June, 1893, with a partial report for services during six months ending 31st December, 1893,
Presented 23rd May, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

17. Report of the Joint Librarians of Parliament for the year 1893. Presented 15th March, 1894, by
Hon. Mr. Speaker. .... .....c0 ool ciiil caiciiinn, Printed for sessional papers only.

18. Report of the Minister of Justice as to Penitentiaries in Canada, for the year ended 30th June, 1§93.
Presented 20th March, 1894, by Sir John Thompson.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

19. Report of the Department of Militia and Defence of Canada, for the year ended 30th June, 1893.
Presented 19th April, 1894, by Hon. J. C. Patterson.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

19a. Establishment Lists of the Active Militia for the financial year, 1894-95. Presented 20th July, 1894,
by Hon. J. C. Patterson......... ............. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
20. Statement of the affairs of the Canadian Loan and Investment Company, on the 31st December, 1893.

Presented 20th July, 1894, by Hon. Mr. Speaker ... . .......... ........c..uou.... Not printed.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 12.

21. Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic. Minutes of evidence taken in the provinces of Nova
' Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.



57-58 Victoria. List of Sessional Papers. A. 1894

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 13.

21. Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic. Minutes of evidence taken in the province of Quebec.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 14.

®1. Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic. Minutes of evidence taken in the provinces of Manitoba,
North-west Territories and British Columbsia. . . . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
CONTENTS OF VOLUME 15.
L. Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic. Minutes of evidence taken in the province of Ontario.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
CONTENTS OF VOLUME 16.
21,

Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic. Minutes of evidence taken in the United States.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 17.

22. Report of the Commissioner, Dominion Police, for the year 1893, under Revised Statutes of Canada,
chapter 184, section 5. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Sir John Thompson... ..... Not printed.

8. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 15th March, 1893, for a return showing the
number of employees dismissed from the Prince Edward Island Railway since the lst day of
March, 1892, the name of each employee dismissed, the date of each dismissal, the reasons for
such disinissals ; also the names of employees reinstated, if any. Presented 20th March, 1894.—
M Perrye oo e Not printed.

Ret:ul:n to an order of the House of Commons, dated 20th March, 1893, for copies of all documents,
claims, petitions, correspondence, reports of the superintendent of the Chambly canal, reports of
experts and others, plans, agreements, proposals and decisions of the government in relation to
the claim of Joseph Lacouture, of the parish of St. Luc, for damages caused to his property by
the waters of the Chambly canal. Presented 20th March, 1894.—Mr. Lavergne... .Not printed.

®3. Statement of all superannuations and retiring allowances in the civil service, giving the name and
rank of each person superannuated or retired, his salary, age and length of service ; his allowance
and cause of retirement, whether vacancy has been filled by promotion or new appointment, &c.,
for the year ended 31st December, 1893. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. G. E. Foster.
Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, for a return showing the num-
ber of permanent civil servants in each department, inside and outside service, who contribute to

the superannuation fund, and the gross amount of wages paid. Presented 25th April, 1894.—
Mr. McMullen .

.

2Wq.

....... e e e i ieid e Dot printed.

E. . .
8. Statement of expenditure on account of miscellaneous unforeseen expenses, from 1st July, 1893, to
date. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. G. E. Foster...... .. .............. .Not printed.

R7. Statement of Governor Geeneral’s Warrants issued since last session of parliament, on account of the
ﬁsca.l years 1892-93 and 1893-94, in accordance with the Consolidated Revenue and Audit Act,
section 32, subsection b. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. G. E. Foster......... Not printed.

®8. Papers and correspondence relative to the payment to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company of
amounts deducted from their subsidy in the year 1883. Prusented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. G.
B FOBter . .o e e e Not printed.
%9. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 20th
March, 1894, for copies of papers and correspondence relating to charges made against Mr. Justice
Palmer, or to his resignation and acceptance thereof. Presented 20th March, 1894.—Mr. Davies.

Not printed.
7
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VOLUME 17—Continued.

80. Return of applications for registration under the provisions of chaptgr 131, Revised Statutes of
Canada, ‘‘ An Act respecting Trade Unions.” Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.
. Not printed.

81. List of public officers to whom commissions have issued under chapter 19 of the Revised Statutes of
Canada, during the year 1893. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.
Printed in No. I6.

82. Order establishing certain rules in respecf. of matters therein mentioned, in the Exchequer Court of
Canada. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan........................ Not printed.

88. Copy of an order in council of the 17th January, 1894, continuing for the current year the issue of
licenses to United States fishing vessels to enter any ports on the Atlantic coast for the purchase
of bait, etc. Presented 21st March, 1894, by Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper........... Not printed.

88a. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 16th
April, 1894, for: 1. Copy of order in council appointing Théophile Sabourin fishery overseer for
the division of the Lake of Two Mountains and Isle Perrot. 2. Of the order in council appointing
Julien Montpetit fishery overseer for the same division. 3. Of all instructions and orders issued by
the fisheries departinent to the said overseers, 4. Of the reports of the two said overseers for the
years 1891, 1892. Presented 5th June, 1894.—Mr. Harwood. ... .......... ... ..... Not printed.

88%. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 26th
April, 1894, for copies of all telegrams, letters, petitions, orders in council, and all correspondence

relating to the dismissal of Timothy McQueen as fishery overseer in the county of Kent, Ontario.
Presented 8th May, 1894.—Mr. Campbell . .. ............... e Not printed.

88c. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 25th
April, 1894, for copies of all papers, letters, petitions and reports sent to the minister of marine and
fisheries, from 1st October, 1893, to this date, respecting the dismissal of I. B. Chevalier, of Iber-
ville, from the post of fishery overseer ; and of any communication sent from the government to
the said I. B. Chevalier. Presented 11th May, 1894.—Mr. Béchard. ..... ......... Not printed.

88d. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1894, for a return of all papers, correspondence, telegrams, reports to and orders in council,
together with all departmental orders relating to the discharge from office as superintendent of St.
Paul’s island and keeper of Ingonish island, of Mr. Samuel Campbell, or relating to his superan-
nuation allowance. Presented 23rd May, 1894.—M~r, Davies............ ...o...... . Not printed.

88¢. Return’to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for copies of all correspondence
since 1st January, 1892, to the present time, from fishery officers and others from the western
counties of Nova Scotia and the county of Charlotte in New Brunswick, as regards the taking of
lobsters and of the limitation of size, and of all recommendations in regard to the same. Also a
copy of all correspondence between the minister of marine and fisheries and his officials and all
other persons as regards the close season for the herring fishing at Two Island harbour, Grand
Manan, and of the weirs at that place. Presented 11th June, 1894.-—Mr. Bowers.. ... Not printed.

38f.. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 26th
April, 1894, for copies of all orders in council and departmental orders now in force in the pro-
vineé of Ontario, concerning fisheries therein, and of all petitions received by the department with
regard to the same. Presented 21st June, 1834.—Mr. McGregor... ............... Not printed.

34. List of all lands sold by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company from the 1st October, 1892, to the
1st October, 1893. Presented 21st March, 1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly................ Not printed.

844q. Return under resolution of the 20th February, 1882, in 5o far as the same is furnished by the depart.

ment of the interior, respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Presented 28th March,
1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly .

34b. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 15th March, 1893, for copies of all documents,
memorials and correspondence between the government and the Sorel board of trade and others,
in relation to the granting of a subsidy to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, for the re-
building of a bridge at St. Michel d’Yamaska. Presented 10th April, 1894.—Mr. Bruneau.

Not printed.
8
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Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 5th April, 1894, for
a schedule of the passenger and freight rates of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, including
the rates from St. Paul and Minneapolis to the seaboard, now in force. Presented 30th April,
1894, —Hon. Mr, Boulton ..........coove ote oo et eeee e e e Not printed.

34d. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th May, 1894,
for a schedule of the passenger and freight rates of the Intercolonial Railway ; and the revenue de-
rived by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company on its western division, between Port Arthur and
Calgary, for the financial years ending 1892 and 1893. Presented 6th June, 1894.— Hon. Mr. Boulton.

Not printed.

34..

85. Return of orders in council, in accordance with subsection (d.) of section 38 of the regulations for the

survey, adninistration, disposal and management of Dominion lands within the 40-mile railway
Velt in the province of British Columbia. Presented 27th March, 1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly.

Not printed.
38a. Return of orders in council of 1893 relating to the department of the interior, in accordance with

clause 91 of the Dominion Lands Act, chapter 54, Revised Statutes of Canada. Presented 27th
March, 1894, by Hon. T. M. Daly .......... . ..oooiir aeeeeriene aenananannnnnes Not printed.

85b. Statement in reference to fishing bounty payments for 1892-93, required by chapter 96 of the Revised

Statutes of Canada. Presented 28th March, 1894, by Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper.... . Not printed.
86. Keturn to an order of the House of Commons, dated 1st March, 1893, for copies of all reports, docu-

ments, maps, manuscripts and correspondence in relation to explorating expeditions heretofore
made to James Bay and Hudson Bay. Presented 27th March, 1894.-—Mr. Joncas .. Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 20th
March, 1894, for a retura showing copies of all petitions or communications to the government or
to any member thereof, or to his excellency, asking for any interference with the sentence passed
by his lordship the Hon. Mr. Justice Rose on Messrs. McGreevy and Connolly, of all replies
thereto and all correspondence between any member of the government and any other person on
the subject of commutation of such sentence ; of all medical reports made in regard to either said
McGreevy or Connolly, whilst undergoing such sentence ; of all reports or recommendations on
the said subject, by any member of the government to his excellency, and of all replies thereto and

of all orders in council in anywise bearing upon the subject of the commutation of said sentences.
Presented 29th March, 1894. —Mr. Mulock... ... .coovr o rin e iieeanns Not printed.

a7.

38, .
Detailed statement of all bonds and securities registered in the department of the secretary of state

of Canada, since last return, 1893, submitted to the parliament of Canada under section 23, chapter
19, of the Revised Statutes of Canada. Presented 20th March, 1894, by Hon. J. Costigan.
Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 20th March, 1894, for a return showing the
dates in each Year since May 5th, 1887, when the Public Accounts, the A ppropriation Accounts,
and the Trade and Navigation Returns of Canada, for the next preceding fiscal year, have been
published and ready for distribution ; and when the said accounts and returns have been issued
to the senators and members of the House of Commons of Canada in each of the years aforesaid.
Presented 30th March, 1894.—Mr. Charlton. ..... ........... i cieiiiinns Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 13th March, 1893, for a return showing the
D'umber of school teachers engaged in teaching in the North-west Territories, and the length of
time each was engaged during the past year, with the salary received ; also the number of pupils

attef‘ding each school, and all sources of revenue for the maintenance of schools. Presented 2nd
April, 1894, — My, Semple. ....... e e e e i aeaeiae e Not printed.

40a. _S\lpplementary return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 3rd
F ebru.ary, 1893, for: 1. A copy of the deliberations, resolutions and ordinances of the former
council of Assiniboia, relating to educational matters within its jurisdiction as it existed on the
banks of the Red river before the creation of the province of Manitoba. 2. A statement of the
amounts paid by the said council of Assiniboia for the maintenance of schools, showing the person®
m,w!“’m such payments were made, the schools for which such amounts were paid, and the
religious denomination to which such schools belonged. 3. A statement of the amounts paid by

9

39.

40.



57-58 Victoria. List of Sessional Papera. A. 1894

40).

40c.

VOLUME 17— Continued.

the Hudson Bay Company, or by its agents, to the schools then existing in the territories forming
to-day the province of Manitoba. 4. A copy of all memoranda and instructions serving as basis
for the negotiations as a result of which Manitoba became one of the provinces of the confedera-
tion ; together with a copy of the minutes of the deliberation of the persons charged on both
parts to settle the conditions of the creation of the province of Manitoba and of its entrance into
the confederation ; and also a copy of all memoranda, returns and orders in council, establishing
such conditions of entrance, or serving as a basis for the preparation of ¢ The Manitoba Act.”
5. A copy of the despatches and instructions from the imperial government to the government of
Canada on the subject of the entrance of the province of Manitoba into the confederation,
comprising therein the recommendations of the imperial government concerning the rights and
privileges of the population of the Territories, and the guarantees of protection to be accorded to
the acquired rights, to the property, to the customs and to the institutions of that population by
the government of Canada, in the settlement of the difficulties which marked that period of the
history of the Canadian West. 6. A copy of the acts passed by the legislature of Manitoba
relating to education in that province and especially of the first act passed on this subject after
the entrance of the said province of Manitoba into the confederation, and of the laws existing
upon the same subject in the said province immediately before the passing of the acts of 1890,
relating to the public schools and relating to the department of education. 7. A copy of all regu-
lations with respect to schools passed by the government of Manitoba or by the advisory board, in
virtue of the laws passed in 1890 by the legislature of Manitoba relating to public schools and the
departuent of education. 8. A copy of all correspondence, petitions, memoranda, resolution-,
briefs, factums, judgments (as well of first instance as in all stages of appeal), relating to the
school laws of the said province of Manitoba, since the 1st June, 1890, or to the claims of
catholics on this subject ; and also a copy of all reports to the privy council and of all orders in
council relating to the same subject since the same date. Presented 21st March, 1894.— Hon. Mr.
Bermier.. .. oot iiie e Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
Return to an n.ddress of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1894, for copies of all papers, petitions, letters, reports, minutes and orders in council

respecting the school law of Prince Edward Island, intituled “ The Public Schools Act, 1877.”

Presented 23rd April, 1894 —Mr. Leclair. . ... .. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

Return to an address of the Senate to. his excellency the Governor General, dated 9th April, 1894
for copies of all school ordinances, school regulations and amendments thereto, adopted by the
legislative assembly, the executive, and any board or council of education, in reference to the
establishment, maintenance and administraticn of schools in the North-west Territories since
1885. Also for copies of all petitions, memorials and correspondence in reference thereto. Also
for copies of all orders in council, reports to the governor general in council, and all communica-

tions and representations to the authorities in the North-west Territories. Presented 30th April

1894.—Hon. Mr. Bernier.......... ......... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

40d. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 21st.

41.

4%

March, 1894, for copies of all petitions, memorials and correspondence, in reference to the appea)
made in the name of the Roman catholic minority of the province of Manitoba, in reference to the
school laws of that province; also copies of reports to and orders in council in reference to the
same ; also copies of the case submitted to the supreme court of Canada respecting aforesaid appeal,
and including factums and all materials in connection therewith, and copies of all judgments.

rendered and answers given by said court on or to the questions referre] to them. Presented 27th
June, 1894 —Mr. LaRiviére. ......oooiiiinieiieii i, Printed for sessional papers only.
Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 20th March, 1892

* ’
for a copy of all documents in relation to the demand of Michel Gosselin, Half-breed, living at.
Roseberry, Manitoba, and claiming indemnity for losses sustained during the troubles in the
North-west in 1869 and 1870. Also a copy of all correspondence exchanged Letween the Dominion
government and the said Michel Gosselin in relation to the said clmm Presented 21st March,
1894, —-Hon, Mr. Beller0Se. .. .o...c.vuuiiiiiin i i Not printed..

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 21st February,
1893, for a copy of all the changes that have been made in the tariff since the national policy
became law in 1879, giving the name of each article, showing the original duty imposed thereon,
the amount of increase or reduction subsequently made, or placed upon the free list, together with
the date of all such alterations in the tariff. Presented 2nd April, 1894.— Hon. Mr. McMillan.

Not printed.
10
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43. Ret“l'.ll‘to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a complete list of the
revising officers under the Franchise Act, giving their names, their electoral divisions, and when
appointed. Presented 5th April, 1894.—Sir Hector Langevin. .................. .Not printed.

44. Returm to an order of the House of Commons, dated 20th March, 1894, for return of all ratess
ggnera.l or special, charged cn the Intercolonial Railway on through freight from Lévis to Halifax ;
with the dates when such existing general or special rates came into force, and in cases where such
rates have been altered, specifying the alteration. Presented 6th April, 1894.—Mvr. Davies.

Not printed.

440, Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor (ieneral, dated 30th
March, 1894, for all papers, correspondence, telegrams, reports to, or orders in council, or depart-
mental orders not already brought down to parliament, relative to the purchase of the Harris
broperty in St. John for the Intercolonial Railway, or the payment of the purchase moneys there.
ff)l‘ or relative to the uses or purposes to which that property has since been applied. Also for a
list of all the claimants to the title of said property or any interest therein, together with the
Amounts paid to them respectively, and a summary or abstract of all deeds or agreements taken
from the claimants respectively. Also for a statement of all moneys since laid out upon such
Property, and its total cost up to date. Presented 19th June, 1894.—Mr. Davics. ...Not printed.

45,
Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 20th

M“"Cl}, .1893, for copies of all correspondence between the government of British Columbia and
the minister of the interior, relating to the boundary of the railway belt in the province of British
Columbia. Presented 9th April, 1894 —Mr. Mara..... ... iiiiiiiiin Not printed.

4. .
Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a statement showing the

various amounts paid by way of bounty on pig iron produced in Canada, the quantities produced,
a.nd the parties to whom the bounty was paid, and the province in which their works are
Situated, since the date of the last return. Presented 10th April, 18%4.—Mr. Edgar.
Printed for sessional pupers only.
4. Remm.to an order of the House of Commnns, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return showing (by
Provinces) the value of mining machinery admitted free of duty since the year 1890, Presented
10th April, 1894, —Mr. Mara ...........oo.oo s e .. Not printed.
8. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 29th March, 1894, for a return of : 1. The
number of students who have graduated from the royal military college since its establishment.
2 XUmber of these graduates who are now in the public service of Canada and number in the
service of the imperial government. 3. Amount expended on capital account and on income since
the Cf)llege was established. 4. Number of students graduated in 1893. 5. Number of students
[OW in attendance. 6. Total amount of salaries paid each year, to the different persons employed
n f?lfnnection with the college. 7. Name of the commandant of the college : his “salary, per-
qisites, if any, in-the way of free residence, maintenance thereof, supplies, servants, &c. 8. The
€08t of the residence for use of commandant, if purchased, and the amount expended thereon by
the government since the purchase. Presented 12th April, 1894. —Mr. Mulock.

Printed for sessional papers only.

48,
Supplementary return to no. 48, Presented 11th May, 1894.—Ar. Mulock.

Printed for sessional papers only.

A of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return of the sentence
1smposed by the supreme court of the province of New Brunswick upon John V. Ellis, editor of the
t. John #lobe, in the past year, for an alleged contempt of court ; together with the names of the

Judges composing the court at the time the sentence was imposed. Presented 12th April, 1894, —
Mr. Davies )

19, '
9. Retumn to an order

................ e e i e eiiiane .. . . Not printed.

So.
° Re;“m to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 20th
Iarc.h, 1894, for the production of all correspondence and other papers relating to the copyright
Question which have not already been brought down. Presented 13th April, 1894.—2Mr, Edgar.
Printed for sessional papers only,

11
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851. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a statement showing the
working of the civil service insurance, how many civil servants have insured their lives in such

insurance, and for what amounts respectively, without giving their names. Presented 13th April,
1894, —Sir Hector LANGetin. . ... .. «.uivi. ittt it ae i Not printed.

82. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 16th April, 1894, for a return of the receipts and

expenditures to dates of 10th April, 1894, and 10th April, 1893. Presented 16th April, 1894.
Sir Richard Cartweright. .. ... . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . i Not printed.

8%a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th May, 1894, for a return showing the total
amount of receipts and expenditures chargeable to consolidated fund from 1st July, 1893, to 1st

May, 1894, and also for same period from 1st July, 1892, to 1st May, 1893. Presented 11th May,
1894.—8ir Richard Cartwright. ... .. .. ... ... ... .. ... . ccii'i'eeeeenaeneeen e Not printed.

53. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 10th
April, 1894, for copies of all correspondence between Mr. L. Vankoughnet and the government,
or any member, or department, relating to his superannuation, and of all communications or
reports to council or the treasury board or any member of the government, relating to such

superannuation, and of any orders in council dealing with the same. Presented 17th April, 1894,
—Mr, Mulock. ... ..o e Not printed.

54. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 1st March, 1893, for a return of any correspon-
dence which may have taken place between the government and any of the railway companies
which have received public lands in aid of railway construction, in reference to the prices at which
these lands are held and as to the steps taken by these companies to fulfil their trust by securing
the early settlement of the lands so granted. Presented 18th April, 1894.—M~r. Mills, Bothwell.

Not printed.

53. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, for a return showing the names
of ofticials employed in connection with the Canadian exhibit at the Columbian exposition from
the province of Nova Scotia, showing their official position, amount of salaries paid and dates at
which such employment ceased. Presented 20th April, 1894.—Mr. Patterson, Colchester.

Not printed.
56. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, for a statement in the form of

Table C in the blue-book already published on the French treaty, for the years ending 30th June,

1892 and 1893. Presented 20th April, 1804, —Mr. Laurier. .. .. Printed for sessional papers only.

56a. Supplementary return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, containing

correspondence and other matter relating to the French treaty. Presented 3ed July, 1894.—AMr.

Laurier. ... ... i e Printed for sessional papers only.

57. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1894, for copies of all correspondence between the government and George Goodwin in

connection with the transfer of his contracts or any of his contracts on the Soulanges canal.
Presented 23rd April, 1804, —Mr. Charlton........ ... ... .. Not printed.

5%7a. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 25th
April, 1894, for copies of all communications in the form of letters, petitions and reports, from 1st
April, 1887, to 1st March, 1894, between the government and Mr. J. B. Many, or the wunicipal
council of St. Luc, in the county of St. Jean, in relation to the construction of a swing bridge on

the Chambly canal, opposite the south-east end of Ste. Thérése island, in the Richelieu river.
Presented 4th June, 1894. — M7, Béchard. ... ... ... ... . . . . . ' Not printed.

370. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 28th
May, 1894, for : 1. Copies of ali the reports of the engineers recommending that certain changes
be made in the original contract, both in the materials and the nature of the works entering into
the construction of the locks and other masonry on sections 1 and 2 of the Soulanges canal, giving
the reasons why such changes should be wade and the names of the engineers who recommended
such changes. 2. Copies of all the correspondence exchanged between the engineers, the depart-
ment of railways and canals, the contractor and other persons in connection with those changes,
and copies of all orders in council in relation thereto. Presented 6th June, 1804.-— Mr. Tarte.

Not printed.
12
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87c. Return to an order of the House of Conunons, dated 16th April, 1894, for copies of all advertizements
inviting tenders for the construction of sections 1 and 2 of the Soulanges canal ; also copies of
specifications connected with said work, copies of extensions of said specifications and tenders with
estimated quantities and work to be done according to engineer’s estimate ; also copies of all
tenders, copies of contracts let, of correspondence which took place between the contractors
tendering for this work and the contractor to whom the contracts were awarded and the department

of railways and canals in this matter, copies of all reports of engineers since the letting of the
contract. Presented 14th June, 1894.—Mr. Tarte ..... ...... . oeeieeirineeinnnns Not printed.

8%d. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for : 1. Copies of all correspon-
dence between the department of railways, the minister of public works and any other persons in
relation to sections 12 and 13 of the Soulanges canal. 2. Copies of the call for tenders and of all
tenders received. 3. Copies of contracts awarded. Presented 14th July, 1894, —Mr. Tarte.

Not printed .
88. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 27th July, 1891, for copies of all correspondence

relating to application for increase of salary of Judge Johnstone, county court judge for Halifax
county, Nova Scotia. Presented 25th April, 1894, —Mr. Fraser........... ... ... .Not printed.

89. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return showing thenames
of all prisoners who have died in penitentiaries in Canada during the last ten years, with the cause

of death and the length of their last sickness in each case. Presented 25th April, 1894.—Mr.
Martin

................................................................ ....Not printed.
89a. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General of the 10th
April, 1894, for a statement showing amount of receipts each month for gate money at Kingston
penitentiary between 1st January, 1887, and 1st January, 1894. Statement showing disposition of
these moneys, including statement showing the amount of those moneys deposited in any banks,
Wwith the names of such banks and particulars as to whose credit such deposits were made. Pre-
sented 26th April, 1894, — Mr. Mulock... . ... ooeieeies cir eeiiaeiaeeeiis ....Not printed.
890, Return to an address of the House of Commone to his excellency the Governor General, dated 13th
March, 1893, for a statement showing : («.) Amount of money received as visitors’ entrance fees
at the Kingston penitentiary during each year from 3lst January, 1885, to 1st February, 1893.
(5_-) Payments out of said moneys to the receiver general, and disposition of such funds. (c.) Par-
ticulars of goods manufactured and work done at said institution for any of its officers, showing
who supplied the material for such goods, what sums were charged to said officers for said goods,
and what sums have been actually paid during each of said years for said goods. (d.) Quantities
of coal oil and gas supplied such officers, amount paid therefor, and when. (e.) Amount of laundry
work done at said institution during said dates, for whom done, amount charged and paid therefor,

with dates of such payments and names of persons making such payments. Presented 26th April,
Y894 — My Mulock. ..o e ....Not printed.

59c. Return (in part) to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General,
dated 30th March, 1894, for copies of all charges brought to the attention of the government or
any department since 1891 in regard toany matters connected with the Kingston penitentiary, and
the British Columbia penitentiary ; of all appointment of persons to make investigations into any
such charges, including their instructions ; of all correspondence between any of such persons and
any member of the government or department ; of all evidence taken on any such inquiries ; of all
reports thereon, including any schedules in connection with such reports : and of all other docu-

Ments and papers relating to any alleged irregularities in connection with the management of said

institutions since 1891. Presented 1st May, 1894.—Mr. Mulock......... ........... Not printed .

594, s“PPlementary return to no, 59¢. Presented 15th May, 1894. --Mr. Mulock... ........ Not printed.

5
e Further supplementary return to no. 59¢. Presented 15th May, 1894.— Mr. Mulock. ... Not printed.

L]
©. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 1st March, 1893, for a return of the report or

repo.rts of plans and surveys of the Galops Rapids channel, made by Mr. Kennedy. Presented 26th
April, 1894.—Mr. Reid ... P Not printed.
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Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1894, for copies of all reports made to the department of the interior or to the superin-
tendent general of Indian affairs as to the value of the Thousand islands and any offers received
for the purchase of the same. Presented 26th April, 1894.—Mr. Mills ( Bothwell ).

Printed for distribution only.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 16th April, 1894, for copies of report of engineer
who inspected river Aux-Roseaux, river Aux-Rats and river La-Seine, in the electoral district of
Provencher. Presented 1st May, 1894. Mr. LaRiviére. ... .........ccouieeannne. Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return of all papers and
correspondence relative to a claim for compensation for railway damages made by one Charles
Coffin, of Midgell, Prince Edward Island, in the railway department of the government. Pre-

sented 1st May, 1894, —Mr. Davies ... ... ..o oot e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 23rd April, 1894, for the report of the commis-

sion appointed to inquire into all matters concerning the Trent Valley canal. Presented 1st May,
1804, —Mr. Hughes .. .. .. . it et e e e e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1894, for a return giving the amount
paid out of the Six Nation Indians’ fund {by way of gift or loan) to individual members from the
year 1886 to date, stating in each case: The name of the person, the fact of whether gift or loan,
the date when paid, the amount, the reason for the gift or loan, the authority for such gift or loan,
the conditions on which such loan was made, the provision for repayment, the amount repaid.
Presented 2nd May, 1894.—Mr. Paterson ( Brant)

.................................. Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commnons, dated 16th April, 1894, for a return showing the
amount of money that has been paid out of the funds of the Six Nation Indians for the payment
of debts incurred by individual members thereof since the year 1886, and giving : 1. The names of
the several persons who incurred the debts, with the separate amounts, the date or dates when
incurred, and the proportion thereof that has been paid. 2. The names of the creditors to whom
the rayments were made, the dates when paid, with the total suni paid to each of such creditors ;
and stating in each case the authority given for incurring the debt, the authority for payment of
the same, and whether such amounts have been repaid to the fund in whole or in part out of the
annuities of the individuals on whose account the payments were made, and whether such was the
condition on which such payments were authorized. Presented 14th May, 1894.—Mr. Paterson,

(Brant)........ooooveivneienon. e e e e e Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 25th
April, 1894, for copies of all petitions from the Indians of the Saugeen reserve claiming the exclu-
sive right of fishing in French bay, lake Huron, of all answers to the same, and of all departmental
orders in reference to that subject. Presented 16th May, 1894. —Mr. Laurier. .. .. ... Not printed.

Supplementary return to no. 65b. Presented 23rd July, 1894.—Mr. Laurier.... . .. .Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 10th April, 1894,
for copies of all petitions or communications to the governor general, or the government, or any
member thereof, asking for interference with the death sentence passed by Mr. Justice Harrison
upon the two Chehalis Indians, Peter and Jack, in November, 1893, for the murder of the late
Albert Edward Pittendrigh, in New Westminster, British Columbia, on the 27th October, 1892 ;
of all replies thereto, and all correspondence between any member of the government and any
other person on the subject of commutation of such sentence; of all reports or recommendations
on the said subject by any member of the government to his excellency, and of all replies thereto,
and of all orders in council in anywise bearing upon the subject of the commutation of said death
sentence to imprisonment for life. Presented 14th May, 1894.—Hon. Mr. MacInnes..Not printed

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for all papers and correspon-
dence in connection with the establishment of a government cattle ranche near Fort Macleod,
North-west Territories, including the purchase of cattle for said ranche; the disposal of said cattle,
and the management and disposition made of said ranche. Also a statement showing the amount
of moneys paid for cattle placed upon said ranche, and for all other expenses incurred in connec-
tion with the same, also the total amount of moneys received for the sale of cattle from said
ranche, and all other sources in connection vii‘ih the same ; which statement shall show the balance
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to the credit or debit of said ranche on the first day of January last, and shall further give the
names of all parties indebted to said ranche account for cattle purchased or for any other property

or material, with the amount due from each of said parties, if any. Presented 2nd May, 1894.—
Mr. Chariton

.................................................. Not printed-
Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, for a return showing the
amount paid to railways or steamship companies, as a bonus for bringing settlers to Manitoba or
the Territories, in 1891, 1892 and 1893, and a list of settlers so brought, showing their names and
locations. Presented 11th May, 1894.—Mr. Martin. ... .......cc.o cve veeeennnnn.. Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th April, 1894, for copies of all communica-
tions received by the minister of agriculture in relation to the establishment of the bureau of
lubour statistics for the Dominion. Presented 14th May, 1894.——Mr. Lépine. .. ...... Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return showing the
quantity of butter manufactured at the experimental creameries, established at Elgin and Wood-
stock, in the province of Ontario, from the time they were established up to the 1st of January,
1894 ; the number of sales made; where sold, and the amounts realized. Copies of all letters,
reports, or other correspondence, especially the report of Clement & Son, of Glasgow, relating to
the prices realized, and the condition of the goods when put upon the market. The amounts of

money spent, and the different purposes for which the money was used. Presented 14th May,
1894. —Mr. MeMillan. . ...... ..... e e e Not printed.

67,

88,

€9,

90. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return showing the num-
ber of homesteads taken up in Manitoba during the years 1892 and 1893, and the number of home-
steads cancelled in Manitoba during said years, in each case showing the municipalities in which

the homesteads were located. Presented 18th May, 1894.—-Mr. Martin.... ........ Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1894, for a return showing: 1. The
total number of depositors in the Dominion and post office savings banks. 2. The number of said
depositors having deposits of 1,000 or upwards and the total amount held by them. 3. The num-
ber having deposits of $500 and over, not exceeding $1,000, and the total amount held by them.
4. The number of depcsitors having deposits of less than $500 and the total amount held by them.

5. The number of depositors not residing in Canada and the total amount held by them. Pre-
sented 18th May, 1894.—Sir Richard Cartwright....... .... ........ .

kg B

.......... Not printed .
Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 7th
May, 1894, for a copy of the order in council authorizing the sale of lot 16, concession 12, township

of Luther, in the county of Wellington, for $800 to John McNab and John Gallagher. Presented
22nd May, 1894.—Mr. McMullen. ........... e e Not printed .

¥%a. Supplementary return to no. 72. Presented 14th June, 1804. —~Mr. McMullen. ......... Not printed.
78. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return showing the sums
of money paid to Mr. A. F. Wood, government valuator, for services, maintenance and transport
during the years 1891-1892-1893, and the particular pieces of land or other property valued during
those years. Presented 23rd May, 1894.—Mr. McMullen. . ............ . .ooo. ... Not printed.
4. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 16th
April, 1894, for copies of all orders in council in force in Canada (provinces of Lower Canada and
UDper.Canada) in 1858, concerning any drawback or bounty with respect to the building of
Canadian ships, barques and other vessels; and also all orders in council amending the same, or

concerning the same from 1858 up to the beginning of the confederation. Presented 23rd May,
1894. — Mr. Amyot. .

.

...................................... Not printed.
74a. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 10th

Apt‘i], 1894, for copies of all orders in council from the origin of confederation up to the year 1879,
inclusive, respecting any drawback or bounty with respect to the building of Canadian ships,
barques or other vessels. Presented 30th May, 1894.—Mr. Amyot.................. Not printed
5. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th May, 1894, for copies of all calls for tenders,
tenders received, contracts made, correspondence, telegrams, letters and papers relative to the
public work (wharf or breakwater) at Grand Etang, Cape Breton ; together with a statement of
all moneys advanced or paid on such contract, with dates of payment. Presented 20th May, 1894.

M Davies. ... oo e e Not printed.
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?5q. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 6th February, 1893, for copies of all letters,
petitions, surveys and reports in the possession of the government, relating to the threatened des
truction of, and claims for, repairs on the breakwater at Sandford, in the county of Yarmouth,
N.S. Presented 29th May, 1894.—M7r. Flint ......... ........... Cheannt cesiaias Not printed.

750. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 6th February, 1893, for copy of the report of
government surveys on Wood island breakwater, P.E.I. Presented 29th May, 1894.— Mr, Welsh.

Not printed.

73¢. Return to an order of the House of Coinmons, dated 15th March, 1893, tor copies of all reports, cor-
respondence or other documents, not already brought down, relating to the state of repair of the
breakwater at Rustico, P.E.I.  Presented 29th May, 1894.—M», Davics. . ........... Not printed.

73d. Return to an order of the House of Comimons, dated 1st March, 1893, for a statement showing : 1.
What is the total sum spent by the government since confederation in each province of the Dom-
inion on the public works classified as (1) harbours, piers and breakwaters, (2) improvements of
rivers, and (3) dredging and dredges. 2. How much of the sumn so spent in the province of Que-
bec was expended on works within the harbour of Montreal. 3. (1) How much money the govern-
ment has loaned to the harbour commissioners of Quebec towards the construction of the new
harbour works in that city ; and (2) what amount of interest, derived.from the revenues of the
said works, have the harbour commissioners paid to the government in respect of the interest due
on the said loans ; and (3) how many years’ interest, if any, are in arrears. 4. (1) How much
money the government has lent to the harbour commissioners of Montreal towards the construc-
tion of harbour works in that city ; and (2) how much interest is due thereon. Presented 12th
July, 1804, —Mr. Lépine. ... e e Not printed.

¥3¢. Return (in part) to an order of the House of Commone, dated 30th March, 1894, for a return giving
the total cost of the Cockburn island wharf and dock (lake Huron) ; the name of the contractor or
contractors ; the date of its completion ; the number of sailing vessels that have called ; the quan-
tity of freight imported and exported since its completion ; the number of steamers that made
during the season regular calls at the wharf since its completion. Presented 12th July, 1894, Mr.
McMullen ... ....... .. ......... R P Not printed.

76. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for copies of all letters, reports
of engineers or other papers in the hands of the government relating to the condition of the

Pickets pier and the non-expenditure thereon of the sum voted last year for the purpose of repair-
ing said pier. Presented 29th May, 1894.—AMr. Borden................ oo o'voui... Not printed.

77. Return to an order of the House of Cominons, dated 18th April, 1894, for a statement of all sums
paid by the government for ti.le construction of the river Yamaska dam, under the first contract and
subsequently thereto up to this date. Presented 29th May, 1894.— Mr. Laurier.. .. .. Not printed.

%7a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 2nd May 1892, for copies of report of any in-
quiry held under the authority of the department of public works with a view to estimate the
losses inflicted on proprietors of the commune of Yamaska, by the erection of a dam in the
Yamaska river. Presented 4th June, 1894.—Mr. Laurier........... . .oooor ..., Not printéd.

27). Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated
30th March, 1894, for copies of all letters, papers and statements in connection with award-
ing contract to William H. Davis & Sons for constructing a dam at Sheik’s island, in connection
with the Cornwall canal. Presented 5th June, 1894.—M~r. Charlton ............... Not printed.

77¢. Supplementary return to no. 77b. Presented 15th June, 1894.— M». Charlton. ... ...... Not printed.

#8. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 10th
April, 1894, for copies of all petitions, letters, plans, deeds and other documents respecting
the claim of the Hurons of Lorette in relation to the seigniory of Sillery. Presented 29th May,
1894, —M7r. Frémont ........ ......... . ettt iey et b Not printed.

29. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, for a return showing the
amount of timber dues collected at Quebec for each year for the last ten years. The quantity of
timber culled each year, and the wages vaid to cullers and staff. Presented 30th May, 1894.—M7r.

MeMullen.. ... . ... coooiiiii i, 16 ................................... Not printed.
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79a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 10th April, 1894, for a return showing the
quantity of timber that passed through the cullers’ hands and was culled each year at Montreal,
for the last ten years. The amount of fees collected for each year during the same period, and the

amount of wages paid to the cullers and staff at Montreal for the same time. Presented 30th May,
894 —Mr, MeMullen. . ...........c.c iiiieiiiis e s Not printed.

795, Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th May, 1804, for a return showing: 1. How
much timber has been disposed of in townships 1, 2, 3 and 4, in ranges 14, 15, 16 and 17, east of
the 1st principal meridian, and also on the Whitemouth river. 2. To whom said timber has been
disposed of. 3. In what way said timber has been disposed of. 4. Prices realized for same. 5,
Copies of all advertisements in connection with same, with names of newspapers in which same
appeared and dates of insertion. 6. How much timber still remains undisposed of in said town-
ships. Presented 29th J une, 1894, —Mr, Martin ... .. ... v o e Not printed.

79c. Ret}lrn to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1894, for a statement of all timber
licenses granted since January 1st, 1887, showing the date of each grant, the location, the area of
the same, the name of the grantee, the bonus, if any, paid upon the same, whether disposed of:
(@) At public auction duly advertised, where the public were invited to compete. (b) At auction
where only applicants for the berth or limit were invited to bid. (c) By private application.
(d) If in neither of the ways above mentioned, then stating in what way disposal and grant was
made. (¢) Length of public notice in each case when limits were sold either at public auction or
by other form of public competition. Also a summary statement giving total area granted and

total amount of bonuses received. Presented 12th July, 1894.—Mr. Charlton. .. ..... Not printed.
80. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 28th May, 1894, for copies of all correspondence

between D, J, Hughes, Esq., county judge of Elgin, Ont., and the officials of the government

printing office, in regard to the printing of the last revised voters’ list for Flgin. Presented 4th

June, 1894.— Az, CUSCY . o v et e e e e e i e e Not printed.
81,

Return to an order of House of the Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for a return showing the
amount and value of crucible steel imported into Canada free of duty in each year since 1885,
}mder the provisions of order in council of 6th November, 1885. Also amount and value of last-
ngs and mohair cloth imported into Canada free of duty in each year since 1885, under the pro-
visions of order in council of 6th November, 1885. Piesented 4th June, 1894.—Mr. Charlton.

Not printed.

S1a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for a return showing the
amount and value of hatters’ bands, bindings, tips, and sides and linings, both tips and sides,
‘mported into Canada in each year since 1885, under provisions of order in council of 5th July,
1886. Also amount and value of steel strip for buckthorns and plain strip fencing imported into
Canada free of duty since 1885, under provisions of order in council of 17th July, 1886. Also
amount and value of wire rope imported into Canada free of duty since 1885, under provisions of
order in council of 17th J uly, 1886. Also amount and value of twisted brass and copper wire im-
ported into Canada free of duty since 1885, under provisions of order in council of 20th July, 1886.
Also amount and value of yarn spun from the hair of the alpaca or angora goat, imported into
Canada free of duty since 1885, under provisions of order in council of 18th November, 1886.
Presented 4th June, 1894, — Mr, CRAPIOM . . .. . o .cee et e it aeeeaans Not printed.

Sy, Roturn to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for a return showing the
quantity and value of felloes of hickory wood imported into Canada in each year free of duty since
1887, under provisions of order in council of 16th November, 1888. Also guantity and value of
homo spring steel wire, smaller than no. 9 and not smaller than no. 15, imported into Canada free
of duty in each year since 1837, for the use of manufacturers of mattresses, under provisions of
order in council of 6th December, 1888. Presented 4th June, 1894.—Mr. Charlton. ... Not printed.

81c. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th May, 1894, for a return showing the value
of sweat leathers imported into Canada free of duty in each year since 1886, under provisions of
order in council of 1st J uly, 1887. Also the value of square reeds, rawhide centres, textile leather
Or rubber heads, thumbs and tips, and steel, iron or nickel caps for whip ends imported into
Canada free of duty in each year since 1886, under provisions of order in council of July 2nd, 1887.
Also value of copper rollers for use in calico printing imported into Canada free of duty in each
)éear since 1886, under provisions of order in council of 22nd November, 1887. Also quantity and
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value of steel of no. 12 gauge and down to no. 30 gauge imported into Canada free of duty in each
year since 1887, under provisions of order in council of 11th July, 1888. Also quantity and value
of yarns, of wool and worsted, imported into Canada free of duty for use of manufacturers in each
year since 1887, under provisions of order in council of 11th July, 1888. Also quantity and value
of jute yarn, cotton yarn finer than no. 40; and wire of iron or steel, galvanized or tinned, or
coppered, or not, of no. 16 gauge or smaller, imported into Canada free of duty in each year since
1887, under provisions of order in council of 11th July, 1838. Presented 4th June, 1894, —Mr.

CRATIEON . o oo oo e ettt e e et e ettt e e e e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1894, for copies of all complaints
made by one Etienne Tremblay, since 1st November, 1893, against Joseph Placide Rocheleau,
postmaster of Pauline, in the county of Rouville, P.Q. ; and of thereport of the post office inspector
who inquired into said complaint, or of any other official charged with such inquiry. Presented
5th June, 1894.—Mr. Fréchette. ..... ... ....... e e . Not printed.

Return 'to an order of the House of Commons, dated 2-th May, 1894, for a return giving the names
of the junior judges in the province of Ontario and dates when appointed, the name and popu-

lation of the county to which appointed, also the salary and allowance of each of such judges.

Presented bth June, 1894. —Mr. Lister ... .. ... ... 0 . 0 Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated Tth
May, 1894, for copies of all letters, proposals, cablegrams and correspondence since the 1st of
January, 1890, between the government and any member thereof and any person, firm or company
in relation to establishing a fast Atlantic steanship line between Canada and Great Britain, and
also & line between Canada and France, and in telation to the subsidies for such services asked for

or proposed to be given by the government, and any draft or completed contracts for such steamship

service. Presented 6th June, 1894.—Mr. Mulock.. .. ... .. ... -«+..Printed for distribution only.

Supplementary return to no. 84. Presented 29th June, 1894.— Afr, Mulock.

Printed for distribution only.
Further supplementary return to no. 84, Presented 5th July, 1894, —Mr. Mulock.

Printed for distribution only.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 6th
February, 1893, for copies of all correspondence, papers and documents, not already laid before the
house, in reference to negotiations and communications between the government and the United
States, in reference to reciprocity, canal tolls and wrecking and towing. Presented 11th June,
1894, —Mr. Tisdale...... ... oonvienn, e i eeeeeeeeae Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1894, for copies of all correspondence, instructions, orders in council and reports about the

boundary line between Alaska and British Columbia not already laid before this house. Presented
11th June, 1894, —Sir Hector Langevin ..... oo iiiii. 0 it i Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th May, 1894, for a return showing in detail all
sums of money in the hands of the government held as security for the performance of contracts
completed, the name of each contractor who deposited the money, date of each such deposit, and
amount of interest accrued on each deposit. Presented 11th June, 1894.—Mr. Lister.. Not }m'nted

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1894, for a return of all correspondence, telegrams, reports to council, orders in council, or
departmental orders or instructions relative to the employment of certified captains or mates on
steamers plying in the waters or ferries of the Dominion, or to the running of such steamers or

ferries without such captains or mates. Presented 19th June, 1894.— Mr. Davies. .. .. Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
May, 1894, for copies of all correspondence between the minister of railways and the Rev. A. E.
Burke and others having reference to the moving of the flag station from Mill river, on the Prince
Edward Island Railway, to Howlan road, and all telegrams and documents having reference to the

same, as well as all petitions, etc., against the removal of said flag station. Presented 19th June,
1894.—Mr. Perry
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90. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated
May, 1894, for copies of all correspondence between J. B. Wright, M.D., V8., and the govern
ment, or any member, department or officer of the government, and of all correspondence betwee
the Grand Trunk Railway and the government, or any member, department or officer of the gov-
ernnent, and of all correspondence between Mr. A. Brush and the guvernment, or any member,
department or officer of the government, and of all correspondence between the imperial autho-
rities, or any one on their behalf, and the government of Canada, or any member, departinent or
officer thereof, from, and including, the year 1882 until, and including, the year 1891, regarding

the inspection of cattle passing through Canada from the United States. Presented 21st June,
1894.—Afr. Mudock . . . . .. e e Printed for sessionul papers only.
o1.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 16th April, 1894, for a return showing all lands
allotted to Half-breeds in Manitoba for which patents have not been issued, giving along with

a description of the land, the name of the allottee and the reasons why the patent has not been
issued. Presented 21st J une, 1894, —Mr. Martin .... .....c..o e Not printed.
9. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 21st May, 1894, for a return of the order,
minute or direction authorizing the collector of customs at Woodstock, Ont., to admit free of duty
certain goods consisting of vestments or other church articles for the use of the Roman catholic
church at Woodstock, consigned to the Reverend Father Drady, of Woodstock, in the month of
February, 1894. 1. The decision upon which the collector acted in admitting such goods free of
duty. 2. Al correspondence between the controller of customs or other person in the department
of customs relating thereto. 3. Copies of the letters and correspondence which passed between
the Rev. J. C. Farthing, of Woodstock, and the controller of customs, with reference to the
admission of such goods and the alleged unfairness with which Mr. Farthing had been treated on
the importation by him of a similar class of goods for the use of the Anglican church at Woodstock,
of which he is rector. 4. And if duty has since been exacted upon the said articles, or any of
them, a copy of the entry or minute in respect thereto and the amount of duty paid thereon.
Presented 29th June, 1894, —-Mr. MeCarthy. ... coovoviiiiiiii i e Not printed.

93. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th May, 1894, for a return showing the names
of all persons appointed to act as what are known as return-men, in connection with immigration
work, the period during which each worked, the amount of money paid to each, the names of the
settlers brought to Canada by each return-man, and the places in which such settlers were located.

Also statement showing what arrangements are made with these return-men. Presented 29th
June, 1894 —Mr. Martin...... ..................ccccccoiiiieiis el Not printed.

94. Return to an order of the House of Cominons, dated 28th May, 1894, for a return showing the date on
which the steamer ‘*Stanley ” commenced running between Charlottetown, P.E.I, and Pictou,
N.8.; the date said steamer commenced running between Georgetown, P.E.I., and Pictou ; how
many trips were made ; the date of each trip ; how many mail bags were carried each trip; the
date at which said steamer stopped carrying mails ; the number of passengers and the amount of
frt}ighr, carried to and from Prince Edward Island ; the amount of expenses and revenue for the
Winter 1893-94, in connection with said service. Presented 29th June, 1894.—Mr, Perry.

. Not printed.
944, Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated the 14th June,
1894, for a statement giving in detail the days, during the month of January, February, March

and April last, on which the steamer * Stanley ” crossed between Prince Edward Island and the
mainland, such statement to show separately the days on which the said steamer made single and

return trips, and also the ports of departure from either side. Also for & statement covering the

Same period, giving in detail the days on which the government ice-boats crossed between Cape
Traverse and Cape Tormentine, such statement to show separately the days on which single and

return trips were made, Also for a statement giving in detail the days during the same period on
_ which no mails were conveyed from the mainland to Prince Edward Island, and from Prince
Edward Island to the mainland. Presented 6th July, 1894.—Hon. Mr, Ferguson (Queen’s, P.E.1,)

Not printed.

98. Return to an address of the Senate to his exellency the Governor General, dated 19th June, 1894,
for a copy of the report made on the 5th May, 1891, by Sir Douglas Fox, regarding the proposed

tunnel under the Straits of Northumberland, without the plans. Also copies of reports on the

same subject by Mr. Francis Bain, dated the 9th and 18th of December, 1890, and the 14th March,

1891, Presented 5th July, 1894.— Hon. Mr. Ferquson ( Queen’s, P.E.I,)

Printed for sessional papers only.
19
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96. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 27th
April, 1892, for copies of all correspondence, memorials, departmental orders and orders in council,
respecting or in any way relating to the removal of the export duty from saw-logs and other un-
manufactured lumber exported from Canada to the United States. Presented 9th July, 1894.—
Mr. Rider... . oo\ v it e e e e e e e e Not printed.

97. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 9th May, 1892, for a copy of the report of the
inspector of customs, Nova Scotia, in reference to the establishment of a port of entry at Whyco-
comagh, in the county of Inverness. Presented 9th July, 1894.—Mr, Cameron. ... ... Not printed.

9%a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 9th May, 1892, for a copy of the report of the
inspector of customs, Nova Scotia, in reference to the establishment of a port of entry at West
Bay, in the county of Inverness. Presented 14th July, 1894.—Mr. Cameron. ... ..... Not printed.

®8. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th
June, 1894, for a return of all charges, complaints, letters, telegrams, correspondence, reports or
orders relative to the dismissal or removal of John McLeod as inspector of the repairs of the Broad
Cove Marsh pier, Cape Breton. Presented 12th July, 1894.—AM7r. Davies............ Not printed.

99. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 23th
April, 1894, for the production of all orders in council, correspondence, instructions to officers of
the department of public works, and reports of such officers respecting the improvement of St.
Andrew’srapids in the Red river of the North. Presented 12th July, 1894.—Mr, Martin.

Not printed.

100. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 6th
February, 1893, for copies of all orders in council now in force regulating the slaughtering of swine
for exportation in bond, passed under authority of an act respecting customs, cap. 32, Revised
Statutes, sec. 93 ; and for a copy of the quarantine regulations governing the importation of such
swine into Canada for the purpose of slaughtering in bond. Presented 14th July, 1894. —Mr.
Smuith (ONBATTO. ). oo i e Not printed.

101. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 28th May, 1894, for a detailed report showing
the prizes awarded by the judges or jury at the Chicago Columbian exposition for the work of
pupils of primary and special schools of every kind and degree, and also to pupils of secondary
educational institutions of each of the provinces of Canada. Presented 14th July, 1894.— M7,
Lachapelle. . .........ooioiiiiiiiiiii i Printed for sessional papers only.

102. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 21st May, 1894, for list of persons in Manitoba
who have not as yet repaid the loans made to them, in or about the year 1876, for seed-grain, ete.,
with statement of the amount owing by each person and the interest claimed, up to 1st January,
1894, on each such amount. Alsoa list, showing the amounts of mortgages received as collateral
gecurity for each loan, with description of land mortgaged, with name of proprietor and name of
borrower if he be another person. Presented 18th July, 1894.—M7r. LaRiviére. ... ... Not printed.

1038. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 28th May, 1894, for : 1. A statement showing
the quantities of distilled and fermented liquors, under the different names as given in the trade
returns, imported into and taken for consumption in Canada, from 1883 to 1893, both years
included, computed in imperial gallons ; the value of the same, ani the duty paid thereon. 2. The
quantity of distilled and fermented liquors, under the different names given in the inland revenue
returns, manufactured in Canada and taken for consumption therein ; the value of the same, and
the duty paid thereon for the same years. 3. The amount of materials used in brewing and dis-
tilling alcoholic liquors in the several provinces of Canada during the same years. Presented 19th
July, 1894 —Mr. FURL. .. ..o ciit i e Not printed.

104. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 28th’ May, 1894, for a statement showing the
number of breweries, distilleries and maltsters’ establishments in Canada in the year 1891 ; the
amount of capital invested therein ; the value of the output ; the amount of wages paid ; number
of employees, and the revenue derived therefrom. Presented 19th July, 1894.—Mr. Flint.

Not printed.

105. General statements and returns of baptisms, marriages and burials in the districts of Bellechasse,
Chicoutimi, Gaspé, Kamouraska, L'Islet, Montmagny, Ottawa, and Saguenay. Presented 20th
July, 1894, by Hon. Mr. Speaker.......... .....oooiiiii 0 L Lliiii Not printed.

106. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 4th

. June, 1894, for copies of all correspondence, petitions and memorials in relation to the reduction or
abolition of the duties on Canadian tobacco, or in relation to any possible changes in the inland

revenue laws in that behalf. Presented %rg 61 uly, 1894.—Mr. Brodeur............. Not printed.
-
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ROY AL COMMISSION

ON THE

LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

QUEBEC.

QUEBEC, September 6, 1892,

The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day at 10.30 a.m., Sir
JoserH Hicksox, Chairman of the Commission, presiding.

Present :

JupceE McDoxNALD. Mg. E. F. CLARKE.
Rev. Dr. McLEop. MEr. G. A. GicavLr.

The commission was read in French and English.

ARTHUR VALLEE, M.D., of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

/

By the Chairman :

18616. You are a Doctor of Medicine, I believe 7—I am a physician, a graduate of
Laval University.

18617. Do you reside in Quebec?—Yes ; I have alwaysresided in Quebec, except
during two or three years when I studied in Paris and Berne.

18618. Are you practising your profession here at present ?—I am Medical Super-
intendent of Beauport Asylum and Inspector of the Belmont Retreat for Inebriates.

18619. Are you in general practice as well 7—A little, but I have lost my general
practice very much, because the duties connected with my position occupy the larger
part of my time.

18620. Are you the chief medical officer of the Beauport Asylum I—VYes,

18621. By whom is your appointment made !—By the Provincial Government.

18622. How long have you held your present office t—Nearly fifteen years, between
fourteen and fifteen years.

18623. Will you please state to the Commission the number of inmates in the
asylum at the present time —According to the last report, which was made on Satur-
day, the number of inmates was 975.

» 18624, Is there a register kept of all patients as they are admitted to the asylum
—Yes.

18625, Is there also a record kept of the causes which have led to their mental .

derangement —Yes, that information is entered in a book.
21—1%



Liquor '\I‘rafﬁc——Quebec.

18626. Is the record entered in detail %—1It is entered as fully as we can obtain
the information. o

18627. Do you find difficulty in obtaining the requisite information?—No; but it
will sometimes be a little while before we can obtain it.

18628. T am speaking of your experience in the hospital. You keep a register,
and I understand you to say that that register shows the causes which led to the
patients entering the asylum. Do you find difficulty in getting at the facts #—Sometimes.

18629. Ts the register, as a general rule, an accurate record %—Yes.

18630. Can you state vo the Commission the proportion of males and females in the
asylum 7—I could not give you the proportions exactly, but I could give you the pro-
portions as set out in the last report. According to the last report, which was for the
period from 28th to 31st August last, we had in the house 512 men and 463 women, mak-
ing a total of 975. That was the number on the 31st August.

18631. Are any of those young persons, say under the age of fifteen years?—Yes,
we have fifteen or twenty under that age.

18632. Will you briefly state to the Commission how the institution is managed
and supported —The institution belongs to private parties, or private proprietors, and
the Government pay $132 a year to the proprietors for each patient in the house.

18633. Please explain as to the suypervision of the asylum ?—The supervision is
conducted by oﬁicials named by the Government and the President of the Medical
Board. '

18634. Then there is Medical Board —Yes.

18635. Of how many members is it composed -—Of three. Besides, there are
inspectors, who are at the same time inspectors of other public establishments.

18636. Are they appointed by the Government —Yes.

"18637. And do they conduct their inspection under instructions from the Govern-
ment —Yes.

18638. Then how is the active management of the institution carried on, what is
the governing body that administers the affairs of the asylum from day to day?—I go
there every day. :

18639. Yes, but must there not be a Superintendent or inspector resident at the
institution I—There is a deputy living there ; he is placed there by the proprietors.

18640. Is he the head of the institution?—Yes, he is the attending physician.
Besides, there is a manager, and he is at the head of the establishment.

18641. He is appointed by the owners, I understand you to say +—Yes.

18642. Does he confer with the proprietors from time to time ¢—Yes.

18643. And does he take his instructions from them ¢—He takes his instructions
from the proprietors.

18644. Has he a number of officials under him, prepared to carry out his directions
—Yes, all the employes are under him. :

18645. Then the manager and local medical officer are practically the chief officials
of the asylum ?-—Yes. '

18646. Does your register at the asylum show the number of patients whose mental
derangement has been caused through the use of intoxicating hiquor?—Yes; that is
entered in the book as the cause when such is the case.

18647. Can you inform the Commissioners as to the proportion which such cases
bear to the whole number of cases ¥—I could not say just now, because I would have to
look up the records.

18648. Could you supply the information 9——Yes.

18649. Or would that more properly come from the manager of the institution ¢—
The doctor who attends there has the books under his control, and he makes the entries.

18650. Do you think it would be more convenient to get the information from him ?
—7Yes, from Dr. Roy.

18651. Can you give us any idea of the proportions —I cannot. A

18652. Say the proportion out of 900 odd inmates now in the institution 7—No,
because we do not receive there any cases in which the disease has been caused by alco-

holic liquor. There is a separate and special institution where we receive them, the
ARTHUR VALLEE.
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Belmont Retreat, and for a few years past we have not received any alcoholics into
Beauport Asylum.

18653. Do you refer to patients who have lost their reason ; do you not admit them
whatever the cause may have been, or do you send the alcoholics to the other institu-
tion 7—We admit the insane to Beauport. : .

18654. We understand that the other place is an institution for the reformation of
inebriates —The other place is only for alcoholics, those who are sick.

18655. Not necessarily insane I—Not necessarily insane. .

18656. Will you please state to the Commissioners how many patients you have in

. the other institution? What is the name of it %—The Belmont Retreat. The proprie-
tor is present, and he will be able to give the Commissioners a statement of the exact -
number of patients.

) 18657. Can you give the Commissioners any idea of how many are there? You
have stated that you are medical inspector of the institution {—1I am medical inspector of
the institution for the Government. At this moment we have only one case here for the
Government, all the others are private cases, and the individuals pay their own expenses.

18658. What is the name of the proprietor #—Mr. McKay.

18659. Do you look after all the patients in the Belmont Retreat{—No. I am
called there sometimes by the families, but I do not act for private patients.

18660. Can you give the Commission any idea of the number of patients who go
out of the Retreat thoroughly reformed, or shall I say cured of the vice of intemperance,
compared with the number who come in ?—1I think there are very few.

18661. Can you explain to the Commission the reason?—I do not think they
remain a sufficient length of time. Private patients come in for a few days, until they
.get over the effects of liquor. If there was a law that compelled them to remain in the
institution for a certain length of time, they would have a little more chance of being
cured.

- 18662. Will you please state to the Commission what proportion of the patients
you receive are cured —I must say that it would be very difficult to state the number,
but T suppose we might place the percentage at one-half, when they remain a sufficient
length of time.

18663. Do you consider that 50 per cent are permanently cured I—1I have followed
some of the cases three or four years and they have remained cured.

18664. That is so far as you know I—Yes.

18665. Going back to the Beauport institution for a moment: of the 900 odd
patients who are there at present, I suppose a certain n'mber contribute to their own
maintenance, is that the case!—Very few do so. I should say that out of the 975
inmates, there are perhaps 10 or 12 who contribute to their maintenance, either them-
selves or through their friends.

18666. Is the Government allowance made in respect of them as well as of the
~ others 7—Tt is as regards some of them, when they are assisted by some person, such as
" a friend, who is not bound to assist towards their maintenance. In these cases the

Government pay for ordinary board and the fri.ends pay a supplementary amount.

18667. Take the patients who contribute either themselves or through their relatives
to the cost of their maintenance in the institution, are they included in the number for
which the Government make a grant?—Yes. ’ :

18668. Then the Government grant applies practically to all the inmates of the
institution 7—Besides, there might be three or four patients for whom the Government
do not pay at all.

18669. Have the proprietors a regular sca,le. of gharges for the institution, or do
they simply take the Government grant and maintain the patients "—They take the
Government grant and maintain the patients admitted by the Government officers ; but

, they have also some private cases, for which special payment is made. They are all on
the same footing.

By ;]udge McDonald :

18670. I understood you to state that the officer in charge of the institution for
‘inebriates is present {—Yes.
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18671. T suppose he has a more intimate knowledge of the working of the institu-
tion %—Yes, he lives there. We have so few patients there that I only visit the institu-
tion once a week.

18672. In reply to a question by the Chairman, you spoke of the correctness of the
record of cases in the institution ?—7Yes.

18673. By your statement did you mean that the record is a correct transeript of
the returns you receive, or that the returns furnished are to be relied upon —1I do not
understand your question. ’

18674. When a patient is sent to the institution you receive a report from the ex-
mining physician, stating the facts as to the patient and sometimes giving the cause of
the trouble ¢—Yes.

18675. Do you find that those reports are always reliable ?—They are not always
reliable.

18676. So when you spoke about what was thoroughly reliable, you meant that the
entries in your own books are thoroughly reliable so far as the information you have
received regarding the patient’—Yes, from the information we have.

18677. You cannot speak yourself as regards the correctness of that information ?
—No, because that information is sent to us; reports are sent to us, and we have to
accept the information they contain.

18678. Do you get a record in each case —We do.

18679. But as to whether it is correct or not, you do not know %I have had
opportunities of ascertaining in some cases that the reports are not correct. In afew cases
they are certainly not correct.

By Mr. Clarke :

18680.- Is an annual return made to the Provincial Government by the Superinten-
dent of the Beauport Asylum ?—Yes, an annual report is made by me.

18681. Does that annual report contain a table showing the number of inmates
and the causes which have led to the inmates being incarcerated in the Asylum—Yes.

18682. Can the Commission obtain copies of those reports?—Some of them have
been printed, but not all of them—for some reason or other they have not all been

rinted.
P 18683. Could the Commission obtain from those returns percentages of those con-
fined in the asylum who have been sent there on account of alcoholism or kindred cause ¢
—Yes.

18684. How many years has this Retreat beén in existence '—The Retreat has
been in existence 25 or 30 years.

18685. Is there any law in this Province which gives Justices or Magistrates
power to commit drunkards to the Retreat?-—No, that is a lack; we ought to have such
a law,
18686. Then the officers of that institution have no control over such persons at
present —No control. 'When they wish to leave we have to let them go, and our efforts

ca,nnobdhave much effect owing to the absence of such a law as that to which you have
referred.

(Translation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

18687. You are the medical superintendent, living in the asylum I—Yes.

18688. Have you resided in Quebec constantly I—Yes, except when in England
and Paris attending to my medical studies.*:_ I went to Europe in 1874-75, and returned
in 1889, and I have studied cases of mental derangement during eighteen years.

18689. Can you say if drunkenness has considerahly increased in Paris, and have
you remarked if the use of wines had that effect —1 do not think that drunkenness is
caused by the use of wines. There is no doubt that intemperance has made con-
siderable progress, but this is due to the drinking of alcohol.

18690. Do you know it is claimed that where there is much of wine used, there
is not so much drunkenness as in countries that consume less?—In France, and

ARTHUR VALLEE. !
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especially in Paris, where 1 was, they make much use of adulterated wine, and it is
that which explains the increase of alcoholism. This has been proven by a doctor
(whose name I do not remember), who has published a voluminous report on the pro-
gress of alcoholism. He declares that it is an invading evil.

18691. Do you think that it is in consequence of the use of wine, or is it rather
due to the fact that good wine is replaced by alcohol, or adulterated wine?—That is
possible. I refer to the statement I just made.

18692. Do you think there is much adulterated liquor sold here —T think so.

18693. Do you think that vhe Government ought to analyse the liquors?—Yes, I
think so.

18694. In your opinion, what plan should be adopted for such analysis?—The
actual law would suffice, I think.

18695. Do you know if there are any “cellars’” here where they manufacture
liquors -1 cannot say.

18696. Is there a great difference between the smuggled alcohol and the imported ?
—Yes, because the alcohol of grain is much more harmful than that of the grape.

18697. You are of the opinion that the rectified alcohol is less harmful than that
which is not 7—1I think so, because in the unrectified alcohol there are some oils that
are very harmful. T have met with people who use unrectified alcohol, and they have
much more sickness than those who use the other kind.

18698. Can you tell us if there is much smuggled liquor brought in\?—‘I have not
any knowledge on that point. o

18699. Do you think that if we passed a law prohibiting the manufacture, impor- -
tation and sale of alcoholic liquors, it would cause smuggling to be done on a larger
scale I—I think so; but I do not see any necessity for passing such a law.

18700. T refer to the possibility of the Parliament of Canada judging it advisable
to pass such a law. Would such a law be desirable, in your opinion —-On the contrary,
T do not think it would be any protection against drunkenness,

18701. Ts the moderate use of alcohelic liquors detrimental to health I—No.

18702. Are alcoholic liquors beneficial or harmful to health % Alcohol is undoubt-
edly useful in certain cases. Wine taken during dinner is not hurtful, as it turns into
nourishment.

18703. Would a law forbidding the sale and the manufacture of wine, in your
opinion, be desirable 2-—Not at all. ) "

© 18704. Could it be put into execution ?:«I think not.
. 18705. What do you think of the working of the license law 2T do not know any-
thing about it. N
' 18706. Do you not think that the number of restaurants and other licensed houses
is excessive I—In Quebec the number of these houses is altogether too high. There is
in that particular a great abuse. ) ) _

18707. Do you think the system of high license ought to be adopted, with the ob-
* ject of restraining the trade and Jessening the number of licensed houses?—I cannot

say, as I have never studied that question. .

18708. What, in your idea, would be the })est neasure to adopt‘ for repressing the
abuses caused by intemperance! What modification would you desire to make in the
law at present in force’—I am in favour of a very severe law against drunkards.

18709. Do you think that drunkards should be punished %—Yes, I think so. The
law should be modified. We should also have a law to place drunkards in a home for
inebriates. This would do much good, and many of them would be cured.

18710. In England, the law imposes a fine on drunkards ?—Yes ; and they can be
incarcerated in a private hospital for inebriates, and be kept there for a certain time.

18711. Do you think a law that would permit the incarceration of drunkards in a
home where they would be under treatment, would be in a measure in the interest of

. the temperance cause ?—Yes, I think so. It would be an improvement.

18712. It is your opinion that in Quebec there are too many licensed houses for
the sale of alcoholic liquors ?—Too many. _

18713. Do you know if the license law is frequently violated%:—I do not know
anything about that.

b}
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18714. Are there any suggestions you could make to the Commission touching the
question, or the working of the present system i—I do not think so. The fact is 1 did
not have time to think about it. I only received this morning the note asking me to
come and testify, and I did not know before that there existed such a Commission.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

18715. I think you have said that a certain proportion of the patients confined in
the Beauport Insane Asylum are there because of drink —Some of them are from that
cause.

18716. Are they there because of excessive drinking indulged in by themselves ?—
Some of them are there because of their own excessive drinking.

18717. You now refer to some of the insane patients?—Yes.

18715. I think you said in answer to Commissioner Gigault, that the moderate use
of wines and liquors does not lead to insanity I—That is my opinioft.

18719. Have you any means of knowing and arg you able to express an opinion as
to whether the moderate and continuous use of aleoholic liquor may be a predisposing
cause to insanity —I do not think it is a predisposing cause, because of the inmates of
Beauport Asylum T think the great majority are not drinkers. They were too poor to
be drinkers; some may have been drunkards, but the great majority were not even
drinkers.

18720. Dg you know whether any proportion of those who were not only moderate
but very regular drinkers are insane because of that continuous moderate drinking?—
I do not know what you mean by ““moderate drinking.” If a man takes three drinks
of strong liquor daily, I consider he is a drinker ; it is tco much.

18721. What is moderate drinking ?—A man who takes at his dinner a glass of
wine or a glass of beer is a moderate drinker. I think a man who takes once a week or
twice a month just a little liquor before his meals is a moderate drinker; but a man
who takes. as some do, a drink before each meal, is an excessive drinker.

18722. That is immoderate ?—1It is immoderate in my opinion.

18723. You spoke of having some idiots at Beauport 7—Yes.

18724. Do you know anything about the parentage of those idiots?-—No; but T
think that very often the cause of the idiocy is heavy drinking on the part of the parents.
T have no doubt of it.

18725. You have reason to believe, as a physician, having given thought to the
matter, that drinking on the part of parents may f)redispose their children to insanity ?
—-Certainly, itis one of the most obvious causes of it.

18726. Do you as a physician believe that abstinence from the use of intoxicants
would promote the general physical and moral health of the people —Do you mean
complete abstinence !

18727. Yes, complete abstinence %—1I do not see the necessity of it.

18728. You think, however, that the immoderate use of intoxicants is always in-
jurious more or less —Certainly.

18729. And you think the use is immoderate when one drink is taken before
every meal 7—Yes, at every meal. Any one who takes one drink of strong liquor at every
meal is an immoderate drinker.

18730. Speakingabout Belmont Retreat for inebriates : is there a large number of
inmates there 7—It is a small establishment.

18731. In answer to Commissioner Gigault, I think you said, that it would be far
preferable to have fewer licensesin Quebec than are granted now 9—Yes. .

18732, What do you think would be the advantage of having a less number of
places licensed ?—There would be less temptation to drink.

18733. Do you think that the present ample opportunities to drink in the form of
restaurants and the like, cause more drinking than there should be I—Certainly.

18734. Do you think it would be an advantage to have them all closed up!—As
much as possible. To get them all closed up would be rather a difficult task I think,
and it would be going too far, but I think half of them should be closed.

18735. You think they could be closed with advantage to the community t—
With advantage to every one.

ARTHUR VALLEE.
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18736. Do you know whether the provisions of the license law are strictly observed
or not -—Really I could not say whether they are or not. I have had no experience in
regard to that matter, but from what I have heard sometimes, I think there are some
abuses and violations of the law.

By Mr. Clarke :

. 18737. Do you think it would be beneficial to restrict the sale of intoxicating
liquor by reducing the number of licensed places 7—Yes.

18738. Would the cause of temperance be promoted by the free sale of liquor, by
doing away with the license law altogether and allowing those who desire to engage in
the traffic 7—No ; I think the number should be diminished without the trade bein
abolished completely. ) :

18739. I understood you to say, in reply to Commissioner McLeod, that a curtail-
ment of a number of places would be beneficial —Yes. )

18740. What would be the effect of giving carte blanche to people to sell I—It
would have a bad effect.

18741. Do you think it would promote temperance I—Tt would have a very bad
effect if everybody could sell liquon without obtaining a license.

18742. How can the best possible results be obtained : by the free sale of liquor,
or by a rigorous license law, vigorously enforced 7—By having a rigorous license law
faithfully enforced : that is my opinion.

o 18743. 1 suppose the excessive use of tobacco is very injurious to the individual ¢
—Yes,

18744. It would be better for the people generally, and promote health if tobacco
were not used %—Yes ; but altogether there is less abuse of it than of liquor.

18745. Is there any abuse of it 7—Certainly, there is some abuse, by those who
smoke too much.

18746. Do you think they had better not smoke at all 7—Not too much, at all
events.

18747. Do not some people over-indulge in food I—Yes.

18748. Is not their health interfered with in consequence of over-indulgence !—
Yes, but there is a difference, because tobacco is a poison.

18749. Is not a'cohol a poison too, if taken to excess#—Yes but ordinary food is
not, )

18750. Do you have complaints made te you of sickness which has been brought
about by over-feeding *—Certainly, sometimes I have.

18751. If food is used in moderation the health of the individual is promoted, I
Suppose, just as the use of liquor in moderation is less injurious #—Yes.

By the Chairman :

18752. When you spoke of the use of alcoholic liquor by parents being one of
the causes contributing to idiocy in their children, did you not mean the excessive use
of liquor #-—Certainly.

18753. When you spoke of curtailing the number of licenses here, in the city of
Quebec, am I right in concluding that your opinion is that the more licensed people
there are selling liquor the more inducements there are to drink, and that licensed saloon
keepers do what they can to induce people to drink —Yes.

18754, If you curtail the number, are you not at the same time curtailing the
opportunities to drink —Yes.

18755. You at the same time remove some of the temptations to drink, I suppose
—Certainly.
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E. A. DERY, Recorder of the City of Quebec, on being duly swoi‘n, deposed as
follows : .

By the Chairman :

18756. You are, of course, a member of the legal profession ?—Yes.

18757. How long have you held the office of Recorder of the city 7—15 years.

18758. Are you a native of the Province of Quebec 7—Yes.

18759. Have you lived in this city many years’—I was born here, and I have
lived here all my life.

18760. What is the nature of the cases that, as a rule, come before your court —
Violations of the city ordinance$, which class covers nearly every offence and especially
drunkenness; also cases connected with maintenance of the good orderof the city and public
morals and so forth. I have jurisdiction in eriminal cases similar to that possessed by
the Judge of Sessions ; I donot usually take those cases, but send them before that Judge.

18761. You are familiar, of course, with the license law of the Province 7— Yes,
pretty much so.

18762. Is there any Inspector under the license law in the city of Quebec ?—Not
that I know of.

18763. Is there no official appointed by the city 1—No.

18764. Nor by the Provincial Government?—I could not answer that question ;
the Judge of Sessions could probably tell you.

18765. Are the cases heard before you brought by the police —1I only take cases
brought before me by the police.

18766. Can you tell the Commissioners whether drunkenness has increased or de-
creased during the time you have held the office of Recorder of this city +—It has decreased
very especially in the city during the last 15 years. .

18767. Do you publish any report of the cases tried by your Court ?—No.

18768. Is your appointment made by the Provincial Government, or the city —
By the Government.

18769. You have said that you make no report of the business that comes before
your court #—No.

18770. Ts no record published of the cases that come before your court -—Not to
my knowledge. If there i, it is done by the Clerk.

18771. Of course you have a record pf the caces I-—Yes.

18772. Do you not make a return to the head of the Provincial or Dominion Gov-
ernment of the cases that come before you %—Mr. Foley does for the court, but personally
I do not.

18773. The Dominion Government in some way obtain a return of the cases of
drunkenness, &c., that are tried before you 7—Yes, but from the Clerk of the court, not
from me.

18774. Is it within your knowledge that the license law is disregarded to any
serious extent ¢—T think so, but I am not sure, because all the offences against the
license law are heard at the Police Court. T occasionally hear in my court cases of keep-
ing open on Sunday and during illegal hours at night ; but cases of infringement of the
license Jaw itself, are nearly all taken before the police court.

18775. Keeping a licensed house open contrary to the law would be an infringe-
ment of the License Act, I suppose *~—Yes.

18776. Would such a case come before you?—Yes. It would not, however, come
under the license law, but under a special Act of the Legislature respecting the
closing of taverns on Sunday and at eleven o’clock at night.

18777. Have you many such cases brought before you #—Not as-many now as pre-
" viously. I think the police court have more cases now than we have.

18778. Do you mean that these cases are prosecuted by the Provincial Govern-
ment —Yes.

18779. You have said that you think that there is less drunkenness now in Quebec
than there was some years ago !—1I do not know that there is less drinking, but there
are much fewer cases of drunkenness.

E. A. Diry.
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18780. To what do you attribute that change %—I do not know if I can explain
the cause. I endeavoured to have the taverns closed on Sunday and at a proper hour at
night. T fought them for several years, and I think that had good results, because the
taverns are now pretty generally closed on Sunday, and that has diminished the
humber of cases brought before the court.

- 18781. You say that you have endeavoured to have the taverns closed on Sunday ?
—Yes.

18782. What particular action have you taken to secure thatend?—I gave the
Police orders that they were to be very strict in regard to the closing of taverns on Sun-
day and at a-proper hour at night, and they have carried out my orders. The liquor
Sellers have done all they could in opposition. They have contested the cases before all
the tribunals and have even taken a case to the Supreme Court, but at length the local
Act was declared to be constitutional, and then they had to close their houses. I con-
sider that the number of cases of arrests for drunkenness has been very much less than
1t was before, especially on Sunday.

18783. Has there not been a large increase in the license fees charged liquor
dealers in the Province of Quebec 1—Yes.

18784. Have there been two or three changes made ?—There have been several.

18785. Do you consider that the increase in license fees has tended to diminish
drunkenness ?--I do not think s0, because I observe that the number of licenses issued
1s the same, if not greater.

. k18786. Do you think there are more licensed places now than previously 7—Yes, I
nk so. .

18787. Notwithstanding the high license 7—That is my opinion, though I cannot
exactly say.

. 18788. Can you inform the Commissioners how many places are licensed to sell
liquor in Quebe¢ at the present time ?—I cannot tell you exactly. The Judge of
essions or the Clerk of the Police Court will be able to tell you exactly.

18789. But you think there are quite as many now as there were formerly ; in
Your opinion the number has not diminished !-—Not at all, to my knowledge. T refer
to the number of taverns. It may be that the number of licenses has diminished, but
the number of taverns, licensed or unlicensed, I do not think has diminished.

18790. The Commissioners understand that you have three classes of licenses in

uebec 7—Yes.

18791. Of course there are hotel licenses ?—Yes, there are licenses for hotels, for
Trestaurants and for clubs.

18792. Have you a grocer’s license ?—Yes. There is also a wholesale license, mak-
Ing five classesin all.

18793. Have you any knowledge of the working of what is commonly called the
Scott Act 1—Not at all.

18794. You have not had any experience of the working of that law ¢—No.

. 18795, T understand your view to be that high license has not had any effect in .
}m}nishing the number of places where liquor is sold. Am T correct?—It may have
Iminished the number of licenses issued, but it has not diminished the number of
Ouses where liquor is sold.

18796. How many of the cases that come before you are cases either of drunkenness

Or connected with offences against the liquor law ; what is the proportion of such cases

the whole ?—Nearly all the cases that come before me are for what may be called
Penal offences, the civil jurisdiction being outside of my court. The greater proportion
of the arrests made by the police are for drunkenness.

18797. Then it is your opinion that the great proportion are liquor cases —Certain-
!y - Tam speaking of the arrests made by the police. There are, of course, summonses
18sued for infringement of by-laws, offences which are not due to drinking,

18798. But of the cases that come before you during a year what proportion, in

- JOur opinion, arise out of the use of intoxicating liquors #—1It is not very easy to answer

that question without making an examination of the registers of the court.
o ?18799. Is it a large proportion #—Do you mean cases under the criminal jurisdic
n

9
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18800. I mean the proportion of all the cases that come before you as Recorder of
the city t—There is also civil jurisdiction, and actions are taken in my court for taxes
and other matters. Taking the whole cases, I do not think those under the license
law form the greater proportion ; but if you include only infringements of the criminal
law, I think such cases as those to which you have referred form the larger proportion.

18801. You say that, taking all the cases, the charges under the license law do not
constitute the larger proportion %—Quite so, because there are civil cases.

18802. But how does the proportion stand if you only take criminal offences —Then
that class of cases constitute the larger proportion.

18303. Do you think that if all the places selling liquor in the city of Quebec were
closed, there would be less drunkenness ?—Certainly, much less.

18804. Have yon considered the question of a prohibitory enactment, the passage of
legislation prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor —
Sometimes I have done so, but not much.

18805. Do you con-ider that legislation of that sort is desirable i—If it were pos-
sible to enforce it, I certainly think it would be desirable.

18806. Do you think a prohibitory enactment, one that would prohibit the import-
ation, manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors, is desirable —Certainly. I think
the greater proportion of crime against thelaw would not be committed if there were no
liquor. That is my opinion.

18807. Do you think, in the present state of public opinion, from your knowledge
of public opinion on the subject, such an enactment could be enforced ?—1I do not think
it would be possible altogether, but it mighg be. | can only answer that question par-
tially, because I think it would depend upon whether the Government took the

necessary means to enforce the law. T do not think it would be possible to put the law
into force absolutely.

By Judge McDonald :

18808. Have you a varying number of persons before you who are repeating con-
stantly the offence of drunkenness?—I have not a great many of .them, but of course I
have some. I may say that I have 40 or 50 habitual drunkards who come repeatedly
before the court the year round. ‘

18809. You expect to see them now and then before the court I—Yes. They are re-

leased to-day and to-morrow they are again before me ; there may be 40 or 50 of them
altogether.

By the Chairman :

18810. Are you of the opinion that there are 40 or 50 such cases in Quebec —I
have certainly 40 individuals of that kind.

18811. Whose faces you know !—Yes. They are sent to jail, and soon after their
time expires and they are released ; they are again arrested by the police and are again
brought before me, and I again send them to prison.

By Judgye McDonald :

18812 _Are these both males and females?— Yes ; of course there are more males,
in fact there are only a few females ; the latter only come before the court once or some-
times twice.

18813. Have you many sailors, men of the sea-faring class, and strangers in the
city brought before you I-—Not a great many.

18814. Then they are mostly citizens %-—For several years now, six or seven or per-
haps more, there have been very few seamen brought before me.

18815. They are mostly residents of the city —Yes, and strangers.

18816. Have any belonged to the rural districts —Yes, a large part of those who
come before me live outside of the city, in the different counties around the city, and
are strangers here. :

18817. As I understand your evidence, persons charged with selling liquor without
a license are tried before the Judge of Sessions?—Yes.

E. A. Déry.
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18818. Those who break the terms of the license by selling on Sunday or qut of
hours are tried by you?!—They may be tried before the police court or before me, but
When they are brought before me it is done under the provisions of a special local law.

18819. But still they come before you?—Yes. When they are taken before the
police court it is under the license law, because they have violated some provision of it.

18820, You have stated in answer to the Chairman, that while you thcught the
Dumber of licensed places had diminished, the number of places in which liquor was sold
had not diminished I think so.

18821. Do you mean to say there has been an increase in the number of unlicensed
Places %—1T think so. ' :

18822. Has any effort been made to supress the illicit sale of liquor ?—That is the

usiness of the Government, and T have nothing to do with it.

18823. Do you know what efforts are made in that direction?—That is done by
employees of the Local Government. ¢

18824. Are you able to say from your own knowledge that there are many places
Where liquor is sold without license %—~No, T could only say from what I have heard ; I

ave no personal knowledge in regard to the matter.

By the Chairman :

18825. Has the number of licensed places increased or decreased within your know-
ledge 1 could not say ; I think the number has been nearly the same for many years.

18826. But you think there is a large number of unlicensed places vending liquor
—Yes, that is my opinion. I think the number of licensed places has diminished a
little, but I could not «ay in what proportion.

By Judge McDonald :

18827. I understand you to say that you have directed the police to see that the
Provisions of the law with which you have to do are enforced —Yes.
18828. Do yon believe they have done their duty —I think so.
. 18829, Is it any part of the duty of the police to look after people selling without
license #—No, that is part of the duty of the Provincial Police.
18830. And you were referring to the Municipal or City Police —Yes, it is the
uty of the Municipal Police to look to the closing of the taverns on Sunday and at
mlght at eleven o’clock, but they have nothing to do with cases of selling liquor without
& license.
18831. The Provincial Police have to do with that —Yes, and they are under the
_tontrol of the Judge of Sessions. .
18832. And the others are under the officers of the municipality +—Yes.
18833. Is there a Chief of the Provincial Police —The Judge of Sessions is Chief.
18834. Then the Provincial Police are under his control —Yes.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

18835. What is the rule in regard to arresting drunken people? Are the police
€Xpected to arrest a drunken man when he is drunk simply, or only when he is drunk
and disorderly ?—They have the right to arrest him when he is merely drunk ; according
%o our by-law, they may arrest a man simply for drunkenness.

18836. What is the practice? Do they arrest a man when he is heading home and
they think he will get there, or do they arrest a man only when they think he will
make a disturbance I—They do not generally arrest a man when he is able to go home.

€y give him a chance, and if he, cannot go home, they arrest him. I think the
general rule is to give him a chance to go home.

. 18837. I think you have said that the larger proportion of the criminal offences
tried by you are attributable to drink 7—1I think so, the greater part of them.

18838. Have you noticed whether petty thefts, vagrancy, offences by children
and ordinary small offences are traceable to the parents of the children or not? Have
You a lot of young people brought before you 7.—-Yes, sometimes.

11
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18839. Do you know whether, for the most part, those are children of parents
addicted to drink?—I could not answer that question. I do not have a great many
children before me ; children are very seldom before me.

18340. As to boys of fourteen or fifteen years: are they, as a rule, boys who have
been neglected by their parents, and have become degraded on account of the drinking
habits of their parents?—I could not answer that question. .

18841. Do you know whether t"e licensed places violate the provisions of the law
regarding keeping open on Sunday and after a certain hour at night? Do you know
whether there is much sale on Sunday by licensed places ?—I think that during the last
one or two years the sale on Sunday has been increasing.

18842. I ask this question because on Sabbath I noticed two places open ?-—There
are too many open now. I must say that I do not know the reason, but it is a fact
that our municipal police do not care as much now as formerly about closing the
taverns on Sunday. v

18843. Why is it %—T do not know. Two or three years ago the control of the police
passed from the hands of a Commission, composed of the Mayor, the Judge of Sessions
and myself, to a Committee of the Corporation. Since that time I know the police have
not looked after the closing of taverns on Sunday or at night.

18844. They have not looked after them so closely as before?—No; but when
under our control, they had express orders to do so.

18845, Do you suppose this is the result of the police being under the control of
the City Council, each officer knowing his position depends upon his pleasing the Coun-
cillors %—1I think so.

18846. And the Councillors do not wish the places to be interfered with?—
Yes.

18847. Do you believe it would be better if the control of the police were again
placed in the hands of a Commission %—Certainly. «

18848. A Commission independent of the popular vote ?—Yes, the police would
then be more able to do their duty than now. They are now afraid of being dismnissed
and so on.

18849. You have spoken about club licenses. What are they ?—The club licenses
are given by the Government itself. A few persons join together, and go and tell the
Government that they have formed a club. Then they obtain a license for the club. Tt
is understood that with that license, they have the right to keep open their club on
Sunday and drink.

18850. And keep open all night if they like, I suppose '—Yes.

18851, Does their license permit them to remain open on Sunday, and all night,

in violation of the provisions of the License Act 7—The license says they are subject to
the provisions of the license law. :

18852. But they violate the provisions ?—Yes.

18853. Do the provincial police or the municipal police seek to prevent this Sunday
sale and night sale —They do not do so in two special cases, that of the Union Club
and the Garrison Club. It is understood that those two clubs have a right to be open
on Sunday. To iy knowledge some other places known as clubs, places that have given
themselves the name of clubs, have been seized occasionally ; but there has always heen
very great difficulty in deciding whether the rule applied to the Union Club and the
Garrison Club should be applied to those other clubs or not.

18854. Do you know whether there are many club licenses issued !-—I know there
are five or six, and perhaps a good many more clubs could be found that have not license.
I do not know whether they are bond fide clubs or not. I know only two bond fide clubs
in the city, the Garrison and Union.

18855. Do you know how the other clubsare formed ? Is there a membership fee ?
—They pretend there is.

18856. Do they have a bar in the club room —Yes, they all have bars, and every-
thing belongs to the man who keeps the club.
18857. Can any one obtain liquor there except a member ?—They pretend to sell
only to members, but I think any body can get liquor.
E. A. Dery.
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18858. Do you know whether the fact that a man subscribes his name as a member
akes him a member %—Yes. If a man goes into one of these clubs and finds his name
on the register and pays five or ten cents as a member, he can get drink when he likes.

18859. Do you consider that this club system is a very bad one?—Yes, it is worse
lihan anything else that I know of, because this practice is carried on under cover of
egality. .

18860. I think you have said that there are a good many unlicensed places in
Quebec. T find there were not as many places licensed in 1891 as in 1890 ; but I under-
stood you to say that there were as many places as before ?—1I think so. In my opinion
there are more unlicensed places now than there were before, during last year or two
Years ago.

18861. Ts it not the duty of the Provincial police to look after those places ?—-Yes.

18862. You apfear to think they do not look after them very carefully —1I did not
8ay so ; that matter does not come before me.

. 18863. Do you know any localities in the vicinity of Quebec in which there are no
licenses issued and in which there is no sale of liquor, localities that are under local
option —Yes.

18864. What localities #—There is one, the parish where T am living.

18865. Then you do not live in Quebec city —During the summer I live in the
parish of St. Laurent, one of the parishes on the Island of Orleans.

18866. Is there any sale of liquor there I—There is na sale of liquor.

. 18867. What is the condition of the community —1t is certainly good ; T think it
1s the hest parish of the county. ‘

18868, You think it would not be improved if licenses were issued there ?—No,
certainly not.

18869. Do you think, as a rule, it is beneficial to a parish if there is no liquor sold
there ! —Certainly.

18870. Do you think it would be beneficial to the State if there was no liquor sold %
—I think so. If it was possible to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquor altogether, it
would be beneficial, Perhaps the use of wine might be permitted.

18871. I think you said that a prohibitory law could not be enforced. What
would be the difficulties experienced #—1I have not much confidence in all these prohibi-
tory laws. T think it is always pretty easy to violate them.

18872. Is it not pretty easy to violate any law —Yes.

18873. As a presiding Judge, do you know any law that is absolutely enforced I—

0, I do not know of any.

18874. They are all violated somewhat ?-—I suppose so.

18875. Do you think it would be possible that if, a prohibitory law were enacted
and officials appointed, as is the case in regard to the Internal Revenue law, by the

ominion Government, those ofticers could enforce a prohibitory law as well as the
revenue law is now enforced I—Certainly, but there would be violatiohs.

_ 18876. You do not regard the fact that a law is violated as evidence that it is a
failure 1—No, certainly not.

18877. So perhaps you would not regard a prohibitory law as a failure if there were
Some violations 7—No, certainly not.

18878. Do you believe that if there were a prohibitory law enacted and fairly well .
enforced, it would lessen drunkenness I—1 think so.

18879. In that respect would its effect be good —Certainly, that is my opinion.

By the Chairman :

18880. Have you not expressed the opinion that the adoption of a prohibitory law
Would not entirely prohibit the use of intoxicants—Yes.

18881. Have you not stated that the number of licensed places in the city of Quebec
188 not increased, that drunkenuess has decreased, but the number of places at which
quor is sold in the city has increased? Am I not correct —1I think there is a greater
Dumber of unlicensed places.

18882. Then you say that you think the number of licensed places has not in-
creased 7-—I think it has not increased.
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18883. But the places at which liquor is sold have increased ?-—-I do not think so. I
do not think I have said that.

18884. , And that drunkenness has increased —Drunkenness has certainly decreased.
I judge from the number of arrests made. The number of cases tried before me has
certainly decreased very much during the last. nine years. As regards the number of
houses where liquor is sold, I do not say the number has increased, but the number of
unlicensed places has increased, and perhaps the licensed houses have diminished in the
same proportion. The licensed houses may have diminished and the unlicensed houses
may have increased, so that the number of places where liquor is sold may be the same.
Although the number may be the same, I consider there are less arrests now than pre-
viously.

By Mr. Clarke :
18885, Have the license fees been increased within the last few years 7—Yes.

By the Chairman :

18886. Is it your opinion that the places where liquor is sold, licensed or un-
licensed, has increased in number ?—No, I have no reason to think they have. The
fact is that all questions connected with the license law are specially dealt with by the
police court.

By Mr. Clarke :

18887. What increase has been made in the license fees 71 could not say, it may
be found in the Statutes, but they have been very much increased. ’

18888. Has the increase in license fees caused people to stop procuring licenses to
sell legally ; and consequently to sell illegally 1 think the number of places selling
illegally has increased since the license fees were increased. Some of those who took
opt licenses previously did not take them out on account of the fees being increased,
but at the same time they continued to sell liquor.

By the Chavrman .

18889. Has the number of places in which liquor is sold, whether licensed or un-
licensed, increased or decreased within the last five years 7—I think the number is nearly
the same.

18890. So, if there has been a decrease in the number of licensed places, there has
been an increase in the number of unlicensed places I Yes.

18891. You do not attribute the decrease in drunkenness, which you think has
taken place, to the operation of the license law 7—No,

18892. Will you state distinctly from what cause it has arisen —It may depend
on many causes. Perhaps the people are poorer, and perhaps it is on account of the
tines imposed in the Recorder’s Court. I am pretty severe—that is my reputation.

By Judye McDonald :

18893. Do you think, besides the fact of the severity of the sentences passed by
you, that any share of the improvement manifested may be reasonably attributed to the
influences of religion and of the temperance societies diminishing the amount of
drunkenness —Yes.

18894. You have spoken of drunkenness having decreased on account of the
severity of your court. Do you think that any portion of the decrease of drunkenness
may properly be attributed to the effects of religion and of the temperance
societies in improving the condition of the people and bringing good influences to bear
on them —I suppose that may be the case.

18895. I suppose you do not attribute the whole of the improvement to your own
severity in court ?—No, T give a share of it to that cause; but the temperance
societies have done a good deal.

18896. And I suppose the influences of religion have assisted +—Certainly.

E. A. Déry. ’ '
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18897. Within your own memory, have you found a great difference in the social
habits of the people in regard to drinking customs? Do you think there is a great deal
less liquor drank socially than was the case many years ago—Not to my knowledge ; I -
think the quantity is nearly the same. I have not been in the surrounding section
Where much liquor is taken, but I think there is nearly the same quantity now as
formerly.

By Mr. Clarke :

18898. Respecting the Clubs you have mentioned: Do you have many cases of
arrests of people who have been supplied with liquor in these clubs, that is to say, people
Who have been arrested in or about the clubs 7—Such cases may have been before me
two or three times during the last two or three years, but I am not sure that such has

een the case.
. 18899. Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact that the law
18 being evaded in the establishment of these clubs, that they are really drinking places?
—I could not say as to that.

18900. Is a record of the convictions made by your court sent to the Govern-
ent each year —1 do not think so. It is only in criminal cases.

18901. In speaking of these clubs, you do not refer to the Garrison or Union
Clubs 7 No.

18902. You have made no reference to them at all ?—No.

18903. You have only referred to those drinking places that are established, which
are nominally clubs, but are really simply drinking places?—Yes. They assume the
Name of club, but they are not bond fide clubs, because everything belongs to one party.

By the Chatrman .

18904. Is the license in those cases taken out in the name of some individual ?—
Yes, and in the name of the club. We have the Club de Québec and the Club Vendéme
and we now have a club in St. Rochs ; but I think that in those cases the business is
done by an individual.

By Mr. Clarke :
18905. The law is violated 7—Yes.

By the Chairman :
18906. The financial benefit is the only benefit derived ¢—Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

18907. Regarding the existence of saloons : is there not a class of licenses issued to
. 8aloons where sleeping accommodation for travellers is supposed to be provided? Do
the saloons do more damage than the hotels, and are purely drinking places more in jurious
than hotels I—Certainly.

. 18908. Have you any doubt about it%—No, I think there should be no saloon
lcenses issued.

. 18909. If either the hotels or saloons had to be deprived of their licenses, which
In the public interest, would you like to see removed : the hotel bar or the saloon bar?
—The saloon bar. '

18910. Is it more harmful than the hotel bar #—Yes, in my opinion.

18911. The statement has been made that the hotel bar is the more dangerous of
the two; that young men go into hotels in the evenings ostensibly to call on guests or attend
to business, but really they go in to drink ; and if the hotel bars were closed altogether
. and liquor was sold only in saloons, the result would be beneficial, because young men
WYould not go there. Is that your belief %—My opinion is that the saloon bar is more

angerous than the hotel bar.

18912. Would you favour the passing of an enactment to suppress the saloons alto-
8ether 1—Yes, I would vote for it.

. 18913, On the ground that they are mere drinking shops%—Yes. They do no-
thing but sell liquor, especially to a class who should not get any, to the poor people
15
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and so'on.  On the one hand, the hotels are visited by a good class of persons generally
speaking ; on the other hand, the saloons are visited by the poorer classes who suffer
from intemperance. )

18914. So you think it would be a good thing to suppress the saloons?—It would
be a good thing to suppress them altogether, at all events to close them on Sunday and
say at five or six o'clock other days, at the latest.

18915. From whom could the Commissioners obtain information respecting the
non-observance of the law regarding Sunday closing and closing at eleven o’clock at night

_on other evenings %—From Judge Chauveau, Judge of the Sessions.

18916. Do you know anything about the operation of the prohibitory law in the
State of Maine?-—No, not at all. T think if you could close the saloons on Saturday
afternoon, say at tive or six o'clock at the latest it would be a great benefit to our
people. If all the' taverns were closed at that time, it would be the means of saving a
large sum of money to our poor people, because when returning from their work, they
go into saloons, and when they reach home at night they have spent nearly the whole
of their week’s wages.

By the Chairman :

18917. Does any reason occur to you why places should be licensed to sell liquor
without having the obligation imposed on them of supplying meals and beds for the ac-
commodation of travellers? Are such places necessary for any public purpose -—No.

18918. 1 refer to places licensed simply to sell liquor ?—Quite so.

By Mr. Clarke :

18919. Ts the hotel bar necessary ?—Well, it may be a convenience to strangers.
It is not necessary in the strict sense of the term.

18920. You think it would be better if all these purely drinking places were shut
up *—1I think so, if it were possible.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

18921. TIs there any officer whose duty it is to inspect places applying for licenses and
see whether they possess accommodation for travellers?—Yes, such an officer is ap-
poin_ted by the Government.

18922. Do you think that hotel bars observe the Sabbath law and the law against
selling at night better than do the saloons ?—1I think they do, but the law gives them
more liberty.

18923. Does the law give an hotel liberty to keep its bar open on Sunday!—No,
not its bar ; but it can furnish liquor to guests in their rooms or at the table.

18924. Do you know whether the hotels keep their bars open on Sunday or not 7—
I do not think they keep their bars open, but liquor is sold in some of the rooms to every-
one who comes in.

18925. Do they do that as much as or more than the saloons do!—They do that
for a smaller number of people than do the saloons.

18926. Of course there are fewer hotels than saloons !—That is the reason why I
think they do less harm than the saloons, it is because they serve fewer people.

18927. You are inclined to believe that the hotels in some way or other supply
liquor to people who come in %—Yes, I think they do it as much as they can.

By the Chairman :

18928. Do you think this is done by such hotels as the St. Louis and the Florence
—1T do not know whether there is a bar in the Florence.

18929. Do you think in the St. Louis Hotel liquor is sold to any one coming
in and asking for it on Sunday or out of hours?—That is my opinion. I have been
informed that such is the case, but I could not say personally in regard to it.

By Mr. Ghgault :

18930. You have spoken of habitual drunkards and others who after they have
returned from prison or have come up before for the same offence. Have you any amend-
E. A. Dery.
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ments to suggest to the Commission. Do you think, for example, that those individuals
Ought to be sent to a special place, a retreat, or a private hospital and contined for a
Certain time ?—1I think that if the Recorder had power to send them to a private hos-
Pital for a certain time, it would make a great improvement. If the drunkards were
treated by a scientific man, he could cure them ; while in disposing of them as we do,
and are obliged to do now, they return at once-to the same place where they learned
the habit of drinking. They find themselves in the same atmosphere, and as a conse-
qduence they cannot be cured. I think that if we sent those drunkards to a private
ospital, it would make them very much better.

18931. Does not the law impose a fine on all persons that get intoxicated —That
18 & municipal law.

18932, Tt is not a law for all the province ?—No.

18933. Do you know if the license law is frequently violated #--As Recorder, I

ave not occupied myself with that question, because those cases go before the police
court. There is a disposition towards the closing of hotels on certain days and certain
ours. Infractions of those provisions come before me as Recorder ; the other violations
of the license law are taken before the Police Magistrate. That is why cases under the
1cense law go before two different courts. This has been the practice for some time.

18934. Do you know if the sale of liquor has increased since the number of hotels

a8 diminished 1—1 believe so.

18935. If we had a general law prohibiting the manufacture, importation and sale
of 1iquor, do you think that the liquor sale would remain the same, or even larger 9—A
!"'W of that kind would be good if it could be applied effectively, but I think it would
licrease the number of houses selling without license.

18936. Has the number of houses of ill-fame in Quebec increased or diminished 7—
They have diminished considerably during the past few years. About fifteen years ago
M the ward of St. Jean we counted about seventy of those houses. At present there
are only about seven or eight.

18937. You think there are not more than seven or eight?—In all the city there
&re not more than nine or ten.

18938, Do you think it is more difficult to detect houses of ill-fame than places
Where liquor is sold It is about as diflicult in one case as the other.

18939. Has the number of crimes increased or diminished %—It does not seem to
lessened any in my view.

18940. Speaking of temperance: do you think there is a general improvement in
district of Quebge?—T do not think that drunkenness has increased.

18941, TIn the district of Quebec ?—I do not think it has increased generally.
18942, Hassmuggling done any harm !—1I have heard it said in certain parishes, that
make more use of liquor than formerly. There is a greater volume of illicit traffic.
18943, Do you think that if we had a general prohibitory law, smuggling would
IMcrease 71 think the number of these houses would increase.

18944, Do these houses sell openly —Yes.

18945. Do you not think that the police ought to see to this?—I have nothing to
ith the city ‘police. I do not know if orders have been given, as the police have not
Teported for nearly two years.

18946. Do you not approve of a more stringent inspection ?- ~That matter is in the
ha,nds of the Police Committee of the City Council. They can give the orders to watch
org closely those who break the law. [fsuch an order were given, it would work a
hange, but it seems to me not to be done.

18947, Could you suggest any amendment in the law —I do not find it perfect.
We should limit the number of licenses, but at present there is hardly a case where we

¢luse an application for a license.

18948. In case a prohibitory law were enacted, would the illicit sales be made on a
T scale?—1It is possible. I do not know positively if this would increase in the
Same Proportion as the number of licensed houses is now increasing.
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EDWARD FOLEY, of Quebec, Advocate, and Clerk of the Recorder’s Court, on
being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—-

By the Chairman :

18949. Do you keep the records of the Recorder’s Court —1I do.

18950. Do you make up any official return !—I do.

18951. To which Government is it forwarded !—-My annual return is forwarded to
both Governments, Federal and Provincial.

18952. How long have you held the position of Clerk of the Recorder’s Court I—
About 16 years. -

18953. Does the court deal with offences against the city by-laws +—Yes, and also
offences against the statutes. ’

18954. And also in regard to the collection of taxes %-—The court deals with offences
under statutes and by-laws, because one half-half of our offences are covered by statute
and not by the by-laws. There are two distinct offences under the head of drunkenness.
There is drunkenness as a violation of the police ordinance, and violation of a by-law,
the offence being termed found drunk. Those offenders aré brought up under a by-law
of the city. The other offence is under statute, and covers the case of a man being drunk
and tighting.

18955. Of the total number that come before the court, how many are what we
may for the lack of a better term call criminal cases %—Three-fourths of the penal astions
are cases of drunkenness.

18956. What is the proportion of the whole?—Altogether we have about 2,500
penal actions annually and about 2,800 civil cases, the latter being confined purely to
the collection of city taxes.

18957. Of the penal offences tried before the court, how many ariseout of drunken-
ness !—Between 400 and 500 annually.

18958. Of the 2,500 cases i—Yes, perhaps 600 ; somewhere from 400 to 600.

18959. You are speaking of the cases that arise directly out of drunkenness?—Yes.

18960. Can you give the Commissioners any idea as to how many arise indirectly
out of th- use of intoxicants or fromn the abuse of them !—Perhaps 300 or 400.

18961. Making about 700 to 1,000 in all 7—Yes, about 700 in all.

18962. Do you try in your court any offences against the license law I—No, Our
court being a court created for municipal purposes, our business is confined pretty much
to municipal matters, such as infringements of the by-laws of the city and, as the Re-
corder stated, to the carrying out of the Ross Act of 1878 for the closing of taverns on
Sunday and after midnight.

18963. Do those cases come before your court?—They did so altogether at one
time, but within the last few years a great many have gone to the police court.

18964. You do not try cases arising out of sale of liquor, I understand —No, we
never take any action against parties for selling liquor atter hours, under the License
Act. It is no matter to us whether the houses are licensed or not if -they are selling
after midnight or on Sunday. We never look into the question as to whether they are
licensed or not ; T repeat, it is of no moment to us whether they are licensed.

18965. Then cases of selling out of hours do come before your court 7—Yes, but
very few of them.

18966. Under a Provincial statute 7-—Yes, under the Ross Act. It is an Act that
was passed at the time the Hon. David Ross was Attorney-General, in 1878.

18967. Have you any knowledge of the number of licenses issued in the city of
Quebec —Not the least, T have nothing to do with it.

1118968. Or as to the proportion of taverns, saloons and groceries—I have no idea
at all.

1896Y. Has drunkenness within the city increased or decreased 7—1It has diminished
no doubt.

18970. Within the last ten years I—It has considerably diminished.

18971. Do you think there are as many places selling liquor now as formerly —1
am not prepared to answer that question,

Epwarp FoLEY.

18



57 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 21.) A. 1894

18972, From your knowledge, are there many places selling liquor without license ?
—1I could not say.

18973. Are the license laws fairly well enforced in the city }—-That matter is beyond
my province. It is one confined to the police court.

18974. Ts there much selling out of hours I—It has apparently decreased. One of
the chief reasons for this I will state. After the Ross Act was passed, appeals were
taken through all the different courts of the province and the Supreme Court at Ottawa,
and the Act was at length declared legal. Four years were occupied in these cases going
through the different courts. Judgments in all cases were suspended until the final
judgment was rendered. When that was obtained, which was about four years from
the commencement of the proceedings, I think it was in 1885, then all those judgments
were put into execution, and from $15,000 to $20,000 were collected from keepers of
city hotels, restaurants and taverns against whom judgments had been rendered. Some
parties had as much as $750 or $800 in fines to pay.

18975. What was the point in regard to the Ross Act which was taken into the
courts 7—One of the first points taken was, that the Local Legislature had not power to
pass the Act, that the liquor traffic was a question of trade, that the enactinent of such
legislation was within the power of the Dominion Parliament only. .

18976. What is the pafticular character of the Ross Act 7—The Ross Act declares
that all places in which liquor is sold shall be closed from twelve, midnight, until five
o'clock in the morning and during the whole day of Sunday. The only exception
allowed is in regard to hotel keepers, they being allowed to sell during the whole of
Sunday to their guests, either at the dinner table or in their private rooms, but not out-
side of them.

18977. Then it is an Act regulating the liquor traffic '—Exactly.

18978. Have you formed any opinion as to the efficiency of the license system to
control the liquor traffic in this city 7—I have not ; I have never given it any considera-
tion.

18979. Have you given any consideration to the subject of a prohibitory measure?
—I have not.

By Judge McDonald :

18980. Did T understand you to say that in the enforcing of this Act, the provisions
regarding selling out of hours, people whether licensed or unlicensed were punished ?
—Yes, under the Ross Act.

18981. It makes no difference whether the people are licensed or not?%-—We take
the law as it reads, and it reads: All parties, such as restaurant keepers, shall be
obliged to close their establishments from twelve o’clock midnight, till five o’clock in
the morning. :

18982. Does that apply to restaurant keepers, who may not sell liquor —1I speak
of the sale of liquor—when liquor is sold out of hours, we donot bring in the question as
to whether the party is licensed.

18983. Do you take it for granted that the parties are licensed —That is the effect
of it. 'We never inquire, it is not our business to inquire, that is the business of the
police court.

18934. Suppose a complaint was brought against a man for selling out of hours,
and he proved that he sold to guests who were in his house, and that the liquor was
used on the table or in the private room ?—The exception was in his favour.

18985. But the party, if not licensed, would not have the right to sell%—We do
not inquire into that.

18986. You confine yourselves entirely to the question as the whether sale was
made during those prohibited hours —Exactly.

By. Rev. Dr. McLeod :

18987. You have said that drunkenness has diminished. To what do you attribute
that decrease I—The chief factor to my mind is religion.

18988. You attribute it to the teaching of the church and to religious and moral
influences generally —Yes, and to temperance societies ; but I must certainly say that
19
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so far as Quebec is concerned, I believe that it is owing to the religious societies that are
organized in the city.

18989. Do you believe thereligious influences in operation are in any degreethwarted
by the continued existence of a large number of licensed drink places?—-I am not pre-
pared to offer an opinion on that subject.

18990. I understood you to say that of the number of cases that come before the
court about 600, or one-quarter of the number of criminal cases, were the cases of
drunkenness %—About 400.

18991. Did you say what proportion of the five-sixths of those 2,500 cases was
traceable to drink, directly or indirectly —About 300.

18992. I understood you before answering either of those questions, to say that
three-fourths of the penal actions are caused by drunkenness?—Three-fourths of the
arrests made by the police for offences in the city arise from drunkenness.

18993. Then is this the fact, that three-fourths of the cases of arrests were offences
caused by drunkenness, and one-sixth of the cases were for drunkenness pure and simple,
and about 300 or 400 more were more or less traceable to drink %-—No, the opposite. I
say that traceable cases are between 200 and 300.

18994. And three-fourths of the cases are for drunkenness purely —Exactly. I
say that altogether there were 700 cases of drunkenness before our court. Out of those
700 cases about 400 are cases of drunkenness purely, in which the parties were arrested.

18995. And 300 are traceable to drunkenness?—Yes, through quarrels and so on.

18996. That accounts for 700 out of the 2,500 cases?——Yes.

18997. And the balance of the cases had nothing to do with drink !—Yes, they
were infractions of the by-laws, the snow by-law, keeping houses of prostitution, unli-
censed dogs and cases of that kind.

18998. Speaking of houses of prostitution : do you know whether drink sale is ordin-
arily carried out in such houses?-—1I could not say.

18999. They are not licensed ?—They are not. In regard to houses of prostitution,
we have a by-law in Quebec which says that no house of prostitution shall be tolerated
in any street where there is a school, church, chapel or place of worship, or within two
acres of such.

19000. That covers pretty nearly the whole city?—Yes. So to-day the houses of
prostitution are located within one street. Outside of that street there are perhaps three
of four houses, but not more.

19001. Do you know whether licenses are issued to those houses #—They are not.

19002. Do cases of violation of the law by selling liquor on Sunday and after hours
in those houses ever come before your court ?—Never ; but I see them every day appear
before the police court.

19003. T thought T understood you to say that at the outside three-fourths of the
penal actions that come before the Recorder’s court are caused by drunkenness?—No.

19004. Speaking about the limitation as to hours for the sale of drink : do you
believe it would be advantageous to still further limit the hours? Certainly it would.
be advantageous to the working classes,

19005. For instanece, the hour of closing now on Saturday is, what '~ Twelve at
night for the whole province.

19006. That is the same on every day in the week except the Sabbath —Yes,
except Sunday.

19007. You believe it would be to the advantage of the labouring classes if the
licensed houses were closed at an earlier hour 7—Yes, and on pay nights particularly,
which is generally Saturday night. ‘

19008. You think there would be less temptation for a man to spen/d his wages +—
There is not any doubt of it.

19009. Do many cases of violation of the Sabbath law, T mean the law that prohi3
bits the sale of liquor on the Sabbath, come before your court —Not now, -

19010. Have you any reason to believe that the law is evaded 1— Of course, 1 have
no direct knowledge of it, and no knowledge of it except from hearsay.

19011. Task you because I have seen two places on the public street open, and I do

not know whether they represent a great many places or not. I desire to know whether
Epwarp FoLEY.
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the constables are aware of houses being open ?--I know the municipal police receive
instrugtions every year on being sworn in by the Recorder, to have an eye open particu-
larly to the closing of taverns on Sunday and after midnight ; but the police are no longer
under the control of the Recorder, but under the control of the municipal body. The
police committee is composed of members of the City Council.

19012. Probably they have given directions to the force !——I could not say about
that.

By the Chavrman :

19013. What has been the amount collected in fines by the Recorder’s court
annually during recent years I—It has fallen off very much within the last four or five
years. It would be impossible for me to state the total amount collected, at all events
from memory. Moreover, I would have to make a detailed statement, because all the
fines are put together.

19014. Can you give the Commissioners the aggregate 1—I would have to work it
out.

19015. Will you furnish a statement to the Commission ?—-Yes, for a couple of

ears.
d 19016. That is a statement of the amount of fines collected and the proportion
of fines for drunkenness?—7Yes.

19017. You inflict fines also, I suppose, for selling out of hours - —Yes. I will
include those fines. .

19018. Does the Recorder’s court look after the collections of claims of the city
on the citizens —Yes.

19019. Does the city get any return from the granting of licenses to sell liquor I—
I could not tell you. .

19020. Have you often hefore the court persons who are not licensed to sell, I refer
to persons brought there for breaches of the by-law by selling during prohibited hours,
and who are found not to hold a license ?—Not a by-law, a statute.

19021. They are brought there for selling out of hours, contrary to the statute !—
Yes.

19022. You deal with them in your court simply for that offence 7—That is all.

19023. Ts there any system under which the Provipcial authorities take action
against these people and bring them up for breach of the license law 7—Yes.

19024. Ts there any report made as t0 the number of cases ?—The mome~nt the Pro-
vincial Inspector ascertains that any parties have been tined in our court, he sends one
of his officers to make inquiry and ascertain the names of the parties.

19025. So in that way the Provincial au thorities assist in getting at those who sell
liquor without license !—Yes. . .

19026. You have had a lengthy experience in the city. Do you see any reason for
licensing places to sell liquor simply, without being called upon to provide meals or
furnish beds; do you see any reason why placeg» _thab are purely saloons should be
licensed %—T do not know, I never formed any opinion, the subject'has never come into
my mind.

19027. Have you in Quebec a large number of places licensed purely to sell
liquor, and which provide neither meals nor beds?—Yes, and a great many of them are
first class houses. . .

19028. Ts there really any necessity for t}lelr existence as a matter of accommoda-
tion to the public 7 —For business people, say in Lower Town, which is our principal
business locality, such places are almost a necessity. Of course I do not know about it ;
I never put my foot inside a restaurant. .

19029. As mercantile people will not, as a rule, go into those places to drink, do
you consider it is necessary that the working classes should have such places in which to
get drink +—I am not prepared to offer an opinion on that.sub.]ect. It would come more
within the province of gentlemen who are engaged in business to express an opinion on
it, and they would be better qualified to d% 1so than T am.
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LEON PHILLIP VOHL, Chief of Police of the City of Quebec, on being duly

sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

19030. How long have you held the position of Chief of City Police!—For 12
ears.
y 19031. Are you a native of the Province of Quebec?—Yes.
19032. How long have you lived here?—1I have lived here all my life.
- 19033. How many men have you in your charge —71 all told.

19034. Is your appointment made by the Municipal Government ?—Yes.

19035. Then you are not in any way responsible to the Provincial Government —
No, not in any way.

19036. Under whose direction do you act?—Under the Mayor and Police Com-
mittee.

19037. How many members of the Council are on the Police Committee I—The Com-
mittee is composed of 10 members.

19038. I understand that you are in charge of the city police I—Yes,

19039. And the provincial police is another and separate body ?—Yes.

19040. You take charge of the enforcement of the city by-laws, of course I—Yes.

19041. What is your rule in regard to arresting people in a state of intoxication ?
—Tf they are able to take care of themselves we do not arrest them, but as soon as the
constable finds that a man is not able to take care of himself, or he is a nuisance to the
public, he is taken in charge.

19042. Have cases of drunkenness increased in the city since you hive been in
charge of the force ?—They have decreased.

19043. To what do you attribute that charge?—It is a matter I have not taken
into special consideration. A good deal of benefit has been derived from the temperance
societies and religious bodies.

19044. Are the by-laws of the city more strictly enforced now than they were some
years ago !—Their enforcement is about the same.

19045. Are the punishments in the Recorder’s court and in the poice court more
severe now than formerly 7—They are, especially in regard to drunkenness ¢
For that offence the Recorder fines the parties pretty heavily.

19046. Are there more places selling liquor in the city now than former
licensed or not —The number is pretty much the same.

19047. Is the number of licensed places larger or smaller than when you first took
charge of the force —The number appears to me to be a little larger than'it was at the
beginning of my term of oftice, but I do not find a great deal of difference,

19048. Then the increase in the license fee has not largely diminished the number
of licensed places in Quebec !-—It would not appear to have done so.

19049. Has it increased their respectability at all, and do the
houses than before ?-—I think so. Certainly there is a better cl
liquor to-day than there formerly was.

19050. The opinion has been expressed before the Commission that, the number of
unlicensed places has increased. What is your opinion on that subject %I could not
say that. :

y 19051. Is that your opinion !—I could not say that. I have heard the statement
made, but on thinking the matter over and considering the number
without licenses, I must say that I do not know of a great many.

19052. Would you feel it your duty or the duty of the police to t,
steps to prevent parties selling liquor without license, if the matter was
notice I—If the matter was brought to my notice, I should cert.
cial authorities of the facts. v

19053. You would report the facts to the provincial authorities?—Yes as T have
sometimes done. I can give the Commissioners, if they desire, an official %’tatement, of
the number of arrests for drunkenness during the past eight or nine years. \

LkoN PuiLLip VoHL. ’ )
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19054. T suppose the information on that subject goes to Ottawa *—1I have nothing
to do with that matter.

19055. Do you report to the Mayor or City Clerk, or to your Committee ?—There
is no special report made, but we have a record of the cases on the books.

19056. Do you make annual reports 7—They do not print them.

19057. The information to which you are now referring is supplied to the City
Clerk, I suppose t—The information is on the books.

19058. Will you please read the statistics —The arrests for drunkenness were as
follows : :

8B4 . .ot 567 arrests.
1885 . oo e 715 do
1886 . .o oo et 536 do
1887 e 580 do
1888 . oo oo 581 'do
1889 .o oot 660 do

I desire to remark here that in 1888 a municipaiity, which contained a population of
'13,000 souls, was annexed to the city, and of course the population of Quebec was in-
creased by that number.

1890 . . . 687 arrests.
189L ... e 487 do

By Mr. Clarke :

19059. Have you a statement showing the total number of arrests during those
years +—No ; but the greater part of the arrests, over three-fourths of them, were for
drunkenness.

By the Chairman :

19060. You think that three-fourths of the arrests made by the police are cases of
drunkenness —Yes, fully that proportion. /

By Rev. Dr. McLeod .

19061. You say that three-fourths of the arrests made by the police are for drunken-
ness, or offences arising out of drunkenness!—For drunkenness, because when a party
does anything else causing him to be arrested, and he is drunk at the time, a charge of
drunkenness is also preferred against him.

19062. So three-fourths of the arrests made by you or your force are for drunken-
ness {—Yes, for drunkenness. 2

19063. The Recorder’s Court returns of offences include those against the snow
by-law #—We do not arrest the parties for that offence. The cases are reported by the
constables and the parties are summoned before the Recorder’s Court.

19064. Of the other one-fourth of the arrests, are any proportion of the offences
traceable to drink in any way —Very few.

19065. Do you have to arrest many juvenile offenders, boys of 17 and under 7—
Not many. We have sometimes had boys as young as 14 arrested for drunkenness, but
the cases have been very few.

19066. Of the cases of young offenders not guilty of drunkenness, can you tell the
Commissioners whether any proportion of their offences are traceable to drunkenness on
the part of their parents #—There must be a proportion, but a small proportion.

19067. Are you able to state the proportion I—No.

19068. Are there any wards or districts in the city in which there is no licensed
sale of liquor —No, licenses are granted all over the city.

19069. Are there any wards or districts in which there are not as many licenses
granted as in other wards ¢—Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

19070. I suppose that in residential wards there are not so many licenses granted?
—Of course not. '
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19071. In the wards where there are residents chiefly, you say there are not so
many !—There are a few licenses there.

19072, Do the people living in those wards object to licenses being granted, or
does that element enter into consideration #—It is because the parties do not find it a
paying business to have houses there. )

19073. Tt does not pay to have licensed drinking shops there’—Yes. Of course
there are some in the residential wards, but not in the first class residential quarter, but
rather where workingmen reside.

19074. Do you know whether there have ever been applications for licenses in
residential wards that have been objected to by the residents —1I do not know.

19075. Are all the licenses issued by the provincial police 7—I have nothing to do
with the granting of licenses.

By the Chavrman :

19076. Are not licenses issued in Quebec by a Commission 7—There formerly was
a Cominission composed of the Judge of Sessions and the Recorder. T think that has
been changed, however, b}lt the Inspector of Licenses, who is here, can inform the
Comissioners on that point.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod -

19077. Of offences against women and children for which you have to make arrests
as I presume such arrests are made, is any proportion traceable to drink and drunken.
ness —Yes.

19078. Is any proportion so traceable’—A good many cases. Complaints are
made to the Recorder’s Court by women, and arrests are then made.

19079. Do you find that any considerable proportion of such cases are traceable to
drink ?—XNo doubt.

By the Chatrman :

19080. Are cases of that kind numerous ¢—Not very numerous, and T could not
tell you what proportion of the whole.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19081. I suppose you give your men instructions concerning Sunday selling, and
selling after hours I—Yes, special instructions, which are renewed now and then,

19082. Do you give oral instructions, or instructions in writing — I .
orally principally. If I find that things are getting loose, I refresh th
renewing the instructions.

19083. Have you reason to believe that your men carry out your instructions
pretty thoroughly in regard to this matter 7—TI believe they do. I have oftén spoken
of the fact that in such and such places liquor is reported to be sold. T am t,oldp this
that liquor sellers have a kind of telegraph system, and if they see a policeman in th,
neighbourhood they will give certain signs, and the doors will be closed so that thz
officers will see nothing wrong going on. )

19084. Have you reason to believe that the men who hold licenses viol
when they can?—Undoubtedly there are some who violate the law.

19085. Do you think that violations of the law are very general, ¢
are guilty of them !—There are a good many that violate the law.

19086. And you say they keep a watch on the police 1—Exactly
on the police. ’

19087. The police watch them and they watch the police ?-Exactly

19088. Do you know whether saloon-keepers are niore persistent v.iol-v,tm-s of the
Sabbath law than keepers of hotel bars, or are hotel men more persistent Vi:;)lfltors than
the saloonkeepers, or are they both equally bad %I should think that the sal ,
violate the law more than the hotels.
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19089. Is that because there are more saloons than hotels %—There are more, and
the hotels having the law in their favour to a certain extent, can accommodate a good
many of their customers, while other sellers,having no regular customers, have to sell to
whomsoever they can, and are placed in a disadvantageous position as regards selling.

19090. But the hotels have no privileges under license more than saloons —They
have the right to sell at the table, or in rooms to guests.

19091. But not to sell at the bar 7—No. My men have had occasion to visit the regu-
- lar hotels on Sunday, the St. Louis and the Florence and one or two others, but they
have not found any violation of the law being committed.

19092. You think their bars are closed on Sunday !—Always.

19093. Do you believe there are a good many unlicensed places in the city I—1I do
not think there are a great many unlicensed places.

19094. Of course you have not any official connection with them ?-—No, but I do
not believe there are a great many. There may be an odd one or two, but there are not
a great many.

By the Chairman :

19095. As Chief of Police, would you not feel it your duty to order any one found
selling liquor on Sunday, or out of legal hours, to be prosecuted 1—1I would.

19096. Then we may fairly suppose there are no cases, except a few that escape
notice, where illegal sales are taking place, or the offenders would be prosecuted ¢—Cer-
tainly, or there may be some cases where we cannot get proof against the parties.

19097. You endeavour to prosecute them, of course ?——Yes.

19098. Then the record of the court may be taken as a fair criterion of the number
of cases of violation of the Sunday law and closing hour law %—-Yes, to a certain extent.

19099. T am supposing, of course, that the police force do their duty 2—No doubt.

19100. Your force is acting now under a committee of the Council, we understand ?
—Yes.

19101. And formerly you acted under a Commission #—Yes.

19102. May T ask your opinion as to which system is the more efficient in securing
the enforcement of the lhw ?—I would rather not answer that question, as it would
scarcely be fair for me to give a reply.

By Mr. Clarke :

19103. Was thereany publicdemand for a change in the law I—It was the city
charter that amended the law and made the change.

19104. Was any representation made to the Legislature, on behalf of the citizens
of Quebec, against the change proposed ?—There was some vbjection taken before the
Committee on Private Bills, but the City Council succeeded in getting the amendwment

assed.
P 19105. How many years ago was the change made —T think three years.

19106. The Police Committee having charge of the force, have not issued any orders
that the police shall not enforce the law ?—No, to the contrary.

19107. They are just as anxious to have the law enforced as the members of the
Commission were I—Certainly, so far as I know. _

19108. At all events they have not given instructions to the contrary !—Certainly
not.

19109. But, on the other hand, they have given instructions to you to see that the
law is enforced =—-Yes.

19110. What about these saloons that have been mentioned ; how are these saloons
or drinking places, pure and simple, conducted —In what respect do you mean ?

19111. Are they well conducted, and are they necessary for the convenience of the
people %—1 do not believe that they are. We can certainly do without the saloons.

19112 Do they turn out many more drunkards than the hotels, or are you as Chief
not able to form an opinion on that matter -—I believe they do, because they are much
more numerous than the hotels. That would be one reason. Another reason would
be, that some people would rather go into saloons for the purpose of drinking than into
regular hotels.
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19113. You think they would rather do so—I believe so.

19114. If one or other class of licenses Lad to be dispensed with, would you dis-
pense with the saloon or the hotel license !—1If called upon at this moment to express
my opinion, without having given the subject particular attention, I should say, close
the saloons and leave the hotels. P

19115. The reason I ask is, because it has been stated to the Commission that
saloons do less damage than hotels, that young men may go into hotels ostensibly to see
friends and do business, but in reality to get liquor, and that they would rather go to
the hotel bar than to the saloon bar #—1I do not think that is the case.

19116. Do you know anything about a prohibitory law, or local option laws —No.

By Mr. Gigault :

19117. Do you think it would be in the interest of temperance to reduce the num-
ber of licenses —1I think we could reduce the number of licensed restaurants without
injuring the welfare of the people.

19118. Do you think that the license law is defective in some of its provisions I—
I do not know the law very well.

19119. Since you have been Chief of Police, has the number of houses of ill-fame
diminished —Very much.

19120. What is the present number !—Correctly speaking, the number of houses of
ill-fame is twelve.

19121. How many were there before -—About twice as many.

19122. Do you know anything about smuggling ¢—Only by hearsay, not personally;
but it is within my knowledge that some smuggled liquor has been seized in the streets
of Quebec.

19123. Has a large quantity been seized '—No.

19124, What sort of liquor was it —Whisky ; six barrels in all,

19125. Do you know what was the total quantity —No.

19126. Do you know any babitual drunkards?—7Yes.

19127. Many +—Comparatively, the number is small, perhaps twenty.
the individuals who come up before the court continually. perhap ¥ They are

By Judge McDonald :

19128. Have you any knowledge as to the quality of the liquor sold in Quebec,
whether it is pure or not+—As a general rule, the quality is very fair. ’
i

By the Chairman :

19129. Have any tests been made at any time *—Not to my knowledge,
19130. Either by officers of the Provincial or Municipal Governm%nt 1—--No, I
know nothing about that matter. ’

By Rev. Dr. Mc¢Leod :

19131. Do you find it very difficult to enforce the closing provisions of the license
law, that is as regards Sunday closing, and closing at proper hours?—Tt is a difficult
matter. Some of the houses close regularly, and we have no difficulty with them, while
others are constantly on the lookout to try and sell after hours. ’

19132. Do the majority observe the law, or do they try to evade it 1—Undoubted]
the majority observe the law. Y

19133. Do you think you can successfully enforce it ?—We can succeed in enfore-
ing it to a certain extent. We are enforcing it moderately well now, because the keep-
ers are afraid of being caught and reported, for they are fined pretty heavily. P

By the Chairman :

1913,4. And those that remain open are caught sometimes '—Yes, sometimes,
L¥on PruiLLip VonL.
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19135. And they are afraid of being caught again {—Yes.

19136. Do you think it would be much more difficult to enforce a prohibitory law
than it is to enforce the closing provisions of the license law %—1It is a matter I never
thought much about, but I have no doubt it would be very difficult.

19137. But supposing there was such a law, and you were Chief of Police exercising
full authority, do you think you could successfully or fairly well enforce such a law 1—
If T had the men at hand I could to a certain extent, no doubt, but our means are very.
limited and our police force is very small.

19138. Your strength is 71, I believe ! —Seventy-one men all told.

19139. And what is the population of the city I—About 70,000, but it covers a
very large area of ground.

19140. Have you noticed that there has been any difference in the enforcement of
the law since the control of the police was changed from a Board of Commissioners to
the City Council %—If T am not mistaken, there was a law passed a few years ago which
permits the police court to take hold of these cases, and they are reported by the pro-
vincial police. The provincial police now act.

19141. They act on information which they obtain from the Police Court —Frony
their own officers.

By the Chairman :

19142. But they report to the police court #—Yes, and those parties are sued for
being open on Sunday and after hours.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19143. I think you have said that the police committee, which has charge of the
force, gives you instructions !—Yes, in a general way, and I carry out the by-laws of the
city. The committee never interfere to prevent my doing so.

19144. Do members of the Council, outside of the police committee, ever interfere
with you in the discharge of your duties, or with your men touching the closing features
of the license law ?—No, not to my knowledge, certainly not with me.

19145. And you know they do not with your men %—Yes.

JOSEPH B. FORSYTH, Collector of Customs of Quebec, on being duly sworn,
deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

19146. How long have you held the office of Collector of the port?!—Since
April, 1891.

19147. Do you look after any of the outports?—Yes.

19148. What are the outports!—There are a good many. We have outports at
Tadousac, Chicoutimi, Bersimis, Sault au Cochon, Riviére du Loup and Beauce, and we
have preventive officers at several smaller places.

19149. Have you permanent officers stationed at those places who act under your
instructions ?—Yes, who act under my instructions.

19150. I think you are a native of Quebec?—Yes, T was born in Quebec.

19151. Have you lived here all your life ?—Yes. ‘

19152. From your general observation, has drunkenness increased or decreased in
the city #—¥From my general observation, I should think it had decreased, but I live out
of the city, in one of the adjoining municipalities.

19153. Do you think as many places are selling liquor as previously, say, ten years
ago 1 should say fully as many, but I have no data to go on.
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19154. The license fee has been increased once or twice, and there is a high fee at
the present moment. Do you think that has had any tendency to decrease the nummber
of licensed places ?—1I do not think so.

19155. From your knowledge, do you consider there are many places selling liquor
without licenses in the city #—1I do not know in regard to the city, but I know there are
a great many places in the adjoining municipalities ; I think, more of them, perhaps,
than in the city. :

19156. Selling without a license ?—Yes.

19157. Does it not come specially under your duties to look after such places?—No.

19158. That would be the duty of the provincial officers, I suppose 7—Yes.

19159. You have had, 1 believe, a good deal of smuggling_below Quebec during
the past season I—Yes, a good deal.

19160. Have you had within your district many cases of illicit manufacture of
liquors ?—That comes more under the Inland Revenue or Excise Department, and I
do not know so much about it as does the head of that department. We kn,ow of
course, a good deal about smuggling that has been going on. ’

19161. Can you inform the Commission whether the importations of liquors, wines
spirits and beer into Quebec have increased or decreased 7—1 thought that was ’a, quesi
tion that might be asked me, and so I have had a statement prepared. The importa-
tions of brandy, gin, rum, Scotch whisky, wines and champagne have increased during
the past five years.

19162. Have you the figures with you?—Yes,

19163. Will you please read them to the Commission ?—Yes. The statistics are
as follows :— -

QUANTITY OF SPIRITS AND WINE ENTERED AT THE PORT OF QUEBE(,

Value.
1883. ... ...l S $128,093
4 e e e e 100,962
R 5 2 102,150
I886. o e e e e, 90,352
96,321

Total for five years. ....... .. ... i i $517,878

114,268
120,224

117,984
180 et e e 12(‘),220

Total for five years..............o. oLl L 8603345

Showing an increase in the latter over the former term of $85,467.
whisky received from Ontario, from 1883 to 1887 was 3,032,2
to 1891, 2,505,556 gallons, a decrease of 526,660 gallons,

19164. Have you any statistics regarding beer, ale and porter 1--No, 1 have not.
I could obtain for the Commission a statement of the quantity imported fr:)m En land.
but it is a small quantity. There is one matter to which I desire to draw at,teition’
There is a very large quantity of smuggled liquor coming into this province from St.
Pierre and Miquelon, the quantity being very much larger than people are ge mll'
aware of. . generatly

19165, Can you give the Commission any statistics as to the quanti
liquor brought into the port of Quebec ?—No,} nothing reliable. fuantity of smuggled

19166. You say there has been a considerable quantity brought in - Yes

19167. And the liquor so smuggled has been sold here — Yes. .

19168. Have there been complaints from the dealers in spirits in respect o th
Government pursuing that course ?—There have been complaints, but of coﬁrse . those
complaints have been made to Ottawa. °

JostpH B. ForsyTH.
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19169. You know they have been made ?—Yes. I know many of the liquor dealers
here object to the sale of smuggled whisky.

19170. You think that importation has had some influence on the statistics —1I am
sure of it.

19171. Do you think that the quantity smuggled has displaced, if not a correspond-
ing quantity of liquor, a considerable quantity of what would have been brought in by
the usual way, and through legitimate channels ?—Yes.

19172. When liquor which has been seized is sold, what are the restrictions imposed,
or are there there any restrictions in regard to any one purchasing it %-—Any one may
purchase it. It is generally sold in large quantities. Most of it leaves Quebec and goes
to Montreal or the West.

19173. Is it sold to dealers and merchants?—A great deal goes back to the dis-
tillers in the country.

19174. Do the general public or dealers in liquor, as‘a rule, purchase such confiscated
liquor %—Dealers in liquor do, not tavern-keepers or saloon-keepers, for they do not buy
any.

By Mr. Clarke :

19175. You say the larger quantity is sold to the dealers —Generally to commission
_ merchants, and we have the idea that this liquor goes back to the distilleries.

By the Chairman : ‘

19176. T have had a matter mentioned to me by way of complaint against the
Government, that the sale of this seized liquor, of which there has been a large quantity
recently, has interfered with the trade of the regular wine and liquor merchants. Do
you think it has done so to any considerable extent 7—T am quite certain it does interfere
a great deal with the sale of spirits.

19177. Would not that affect the manufacturers more than the dealers, because if
it goes back into the hands of the merchant, he sells it #—Yes, but a great many men
will not take this stuff that comes in, which is very strong and of poor quality.

By Mr. Clarke :

19178. Where is it manufactured —In the Southern States, we believe.

By the Chairman :

19179. Is it manufactured in Indiana?—Yes : a great deal of it is manufactured
from Indian corn. It is very strong, and the-smell i§ almost strong enough to knock a
man over. .

19180. Of course, the quantity smuggled will displace about the same quantity of
that manufactured in the country or imported in the regular way /—Yes.

19181. But the liquor seized here and sold again to merchants cannot have the
effect of displacing the other, because the merchant, as you say, does not keep it, but
sends it somewhere else 7—A great many merchants will not take it.

19182. But there must be purchasers of it 7--Yes.

19183. The purchaser sells it again %—Yes ; he sells it again, of course.

19184. You were in business here, T think, for many years before you became Col-
lector of Customs. You are, of course, familiar with the city —Yes.

19185. Do you think the license laws in the city are fairly well enforced !—T think
they are. |

19186. While you were in business, were you a large employer of labour !—Yes;
at one time I was a very large employer of labour.

19187. Had you much trouble on the score of drunkenness with your men ?—I
went to reside at Cap Rouge. We were five miles from town. It was a small village
with several taverns, and of course there was an immense amount of drunkenness there.

By Mr. Gigault :

19188. How many taverns are there now 1—None. I was Mayor of the place for
a long time, and before I left we had the satisfaction of seeing all the taverns shut up.
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By the Chairman :

19189. What was the population ?—About 500. Of course, the taverns were not
all licensed, but they were all taverns.

19190. How were the people employed #-—Butting and preparing timber. We had
also a large number of people employed all summer as raftsmen. The timber trade was
carried on than very extensively, and we very often had 200 or 300 raftsmen there for
weeks. v
19191. Had you much trouble with your men on the score of drunkenness %—Yes :
during a good deal of that time. ’

19192, The trade is not so large as it was: do you think the conditions have
improved ?—Yes ; the men are of a different class.

19193. To what do you attribute the improvement *—1I attribute it very much to
the closing up of the taverns.

19194. You say they were not all licensed taverns —Some were and some were not.

19195. How did the licensed places get their licenses at that time ?—From the
municipality— from the Mayor and Council there.

19196. And what is the system now I—At Cap Rouge there is no tavern whatever
now.

19197. Is the place under a local option law, or are the houses voluntarily aban-
doned ?—They have done away with the taverns.

19198. Has this been accomplished by the municipality refusing to grant licenses ?
—The municipality will not grant any licenses. The same course is followed in many
of the municipalities around Quebec. In the municipality where I now live Sillery
they do not grant licenses, but there are several unlicensed places there. ’ ’

19199. Over what area would that jurisdiction extend ?—Over an area of about 6
miles long by 21 miles wide. '

19200. And you have no licensed taverns in the place —Yes, but there are several
unlicensed places where they sell.

19201. Whose duty is it to prevent those places existing Tt is the duty of the
Mayor and Council.

19202. And they do not do their duty in that respect "—The keepers of the houses
are fined occasionally, but they sell, and they do not shut up their taverns,

19203. What action does the Provincial Government take in regard to them, if
any 1 think most of the people have been fined several times, and some have been
imprisoned. ' :

19204. T suppose it is the duty of the Inspector appointed by the Provincial Gov-
ernment to look after them and the loss of revenue accruing?—Yes, hut the trouble
seems to be, from what I understand, that as the law stands just now
rather difficult to get proof.

19205. Have you given any consideration to the question of a prohibitory law—a
law which would prohibit the importation, manufacture and sale of liquor t,h}:'ouoh out
the Dominion ?-—No, I have not. ©

19206. With your knowledge of local sentiment here and local affairs, do you think
if such a law were enacted, it could be enforced %—1I do not believe it couléi ;u{yd T think
it would certainly increase smuggling. Smuggling is bad enough now.

19207. Can you state any special reason to the Commission for entertaining that
opinion !—I think people will insist on having some liquor, or some beer, if the gwant
it ; and I am afraid they will get it in spite of the law, in some way or other 4

19208. You think that if they cannot get it in licensed places they will get it i
unlicensed places ¢—1I would be afraid of that result. g n

19209. Is it your impression that such alaw would increase smuggling ! Certainl
I think it would certainly increase the smuggling business. J:

19210. Do you think that much drinking goes on amongst the seafarin men, and
men employed on the wharfs here —I think the sailors and men about tﬁ)e w’harfs
are a more respectable class than they were formerly. They take better care of them-
selves and are not so often seen drunk as they were in Quebec some years ago

JosepH B. ForsyTh. o
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19211. What institutions to help sailors have you in the port #—Sailors are only
allowed to come on shore for a short time, and the captains endeavour to keep their men
on shipboard all the time.

19212, In Montreal they bave a Sailors’ Home, where sailors can go and read,
and where religious services are held at certain times; it is an institution which is
believed to have done a great deal of good to seafaring men; and a considerable
amount is voluntarily given for its support each year. Have you anything of the kind
in Quebec !—I do not know of anything that can properly be called a Sailors’ Home.
Of course, sailors come on shore on Sunday and go to church, and they are well taken
care of by all the churches. There are special services for sailors held on different ships.
There is also a Mariners’ Chapel here, where a good many sailors attend.

19213. Is that connected with any denomination %-—With the Church of England.

19214. You had a great deal of trouble at different times in Quebec, I believe, be-
tween employers, stevedores and the men?—Yes,

19215. Do you think any of that trouble has arisen through intemperance —1I do
not think so; no.

19216. You do not think that men have wasted their money, and then been led to
make demands for higher wages—I mean wasted their money on liquor —No, T do not
think so. The trouble arose from men who were connected with the shovellers and
others handling grain trying to dmpose on the trade some obnoxious rules ; that action
led to all the trouble.

19217. The season is a very short one in Quebec, and the men have to make the
year’s living out of the short season in the summer, I suppose?—Yes. The emplo&ers
have never objected to the wages, but they have objected to the very arbitrary rules
imposed on the merchants here. That has been their objection.

By Judge McDonald :

19218. Have you reason to believe that a good deal of smuggling has taken place.
which not has been discovered .—Of course, a great deal.

19219. Did the seizures that have been made cover a large quantity of liquor?
—Yes. You must remember that it is very difficult to make a guess at the quantity of
liquor brought into Canada, unless you obtain knowledge from the French island of St.
Pierre. The Americans, after they have manufactured a large quantity of this stuft,
are obliged, after they have kept it three years, to export it. They send it to St. Pierre
and Miquelon, and then a large part of it finds its way into Canada and a considerable
part of it tinds its way back to the States. It was calculated that last year about 5,000
barrels o%' whisky were landed on St. Pierre.

By the Chairman :

19220. You have said the Americans are obliged to export this whisky : will you
please explain 7—They have to pay a duty after three years, according to the law of the
United States, and that is the reason they export it.

By Judge McDonald :

19221. Has any of the smuggled liquor seized ever been destroyed, or has it been
sold 1—So far I know, it has always been sold.

19222, Speaking from your recollection, have the pri'ces realized been anything like
the ordinary prices obtained for liquor —They have not been as high as those the distil-
lers get for their better qualities of liquor, of course. They get about $1.80 to $1.90 per
proof gallon : that is about the average. .

By the Chairman :
19223. For Canadian whisky —For the seized stuff.

By Judge McDonald :

19224. Is it generally sold in barrels? Yes. The whisky is always in barrels.
Besides this whisky, there are large quantities of brandy and other liquors that come in
from France and other places outside of the United States.
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19225, Is such liquor taken to the French Islands first %—Yes, St. Pierre is a free
port.

19226. You have lived in Quebec and the neighbourhood for a good many years:
do you think there has been a considerable change in the social customs of the people in
regard to drinking —There has beén a very great change.

19227, There is much less drinking now than there was formerly 7—There is much
less.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19228. Have you reason to believe that smuggling has decreased or increased
during the last five years I—Smuggling was about the same for some years, but I think
it has increased during the last two years.

19229. Take five years, from 1888 to 1892 inclusive, and compare that period with
the period from 1883 to 1887, the years to which you referred. Have you any means of
knowing whether smuggling increased during the last five years over the five preceding
years 7—1 have no figures to judge by, but the general impression is that there has been
more smuggling during the last two or three years than there was previous to that
date.

By the Chavrman :

19230. Has there been much more liquor sold ?—Yes, I think much more liquor has
been sold. :

19231. Has the enforcement of the revenue laws been more rigorous than pre-
viously ?—Certainly. This year the Government have put forth every effort, T think, to
stop smuggling ; at least, they have done a very great deal in that direction. Tl,ley
have now two cruisers below. T have been myself on two expeditions to look after
smugglers, and everything is being done that can possibly be done to put a stop to smug-
gling.

19232. Was as much effort made during last year and previous years?—No, more
has been done this year. ’

19233. So smuggling is now interfered with !—There are this year two cruisers
looking after smugglers below. Last year there was no cruiser.

19234. Have you reason to believe that in those years when there was not as earnest
an effort made to have the law observed, as large a quantity of liquor was smugcled 1—-
No; the impression is that more liquor has been smuggled during the last two y;;’,.s than
previously.

19235. Then an increase in smuggling has caused an increase in the efforts of the
Revenue Department !—Yes. -

19236. Speaking about yourself when you were an employer of labour, you men-
tioned the town or village in which your industry was carriedon.  Did you ﬁnd’tie closing
of the liquor stores a decided advantage to your employees I oo
saying it was a decided change for the better.

19237. Were they more regular at their work after that !—They never were
irregular at their work. I

19238. T did not think they were. But perhaps when the drink sale was ver f};é
they were irregular on account of drinking to excess at times?—1In those days mgn of
the taverns were open on Sunday, and that was a great detriment to {he eoy le
Drinking was liable to commence on Saturday evening. people.

have no hesitation in

By the Chairman .
19239. With the payment of wages?—Yes.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19240. Did you find the condition of the men improved when the 1
spend their wages in drink on Saturday night and Sunday ?—In thoi Ef%l; dsxzﬁelonhg:é'
more work and received higher wages. Y y
19241. Do you think that they would spend a proportion and still have enough ?—
Yes.
Josepx B. Forsyra.
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19242. Did you find that the men who drank regularly lost any proportion of their
time on account of drinking ?—Very little.

19243. Were they as valuable to you as an employer as though they had not been
drinkers ¢—1It is a very strange thing, but it is a fact that some of the best of our men
were the men who drank the most. They were a little weak on Monday morning, but
they were good men.

19244. What was your object in closing up the liquor stores, if the men were quite
as valuable to you with drink as without it 7—We were bound to close the liquor stores
if we could, for the good of the place.

19245. Was that for the good of the men, or for the good of yourselves as employ-
ers -—For the good of the men and their families, as well as ourselves.

19246. So their'drinking to excess was really a disadvantage to them ?—It was a
disadvantage to the men and their families. \

19247. Did you find that the removal of the drinking shops was approved by the
men themselves, and that they were glad not to have special facilities for drinking #—1
think many were glad, and certainly their wives and children were glad of the change.

19248. And so their employers were, I suppose 1--Yes, certainly.

19249. You have expressed your belief that a prohibitory law would be very diffi-
cult of enforcement I—Very difficult, I think.

19250. Do you believe it would be as easy of enforcement as are the revenue laws,
which are very difficult of enforcement, provided the same provisions were made for the
enforcement of a prohibitory law !—It would be much more difficult, I think.

19251. Why %—1I do not see how you could stop the use of liquor.

19252. For instance : there are men who are bent on violating the revenue law, and
they are very persistent in doing so. I have no doubt that the revenue officers have
found that during this year they have given great trouble, and yet you and other
officials very properly persevere in your attempts to enforce the revenue law, and with
a good degree of success. Now, do you think there would be greater difficulties attend-
ing the enforcement of a prohibitory law I—1I am sure there would be.

19253. For what reason —1I do not see exactly how you could prohibit a man from
getting liquor if he was bent on doing so. ) ‘

19254. T mean the prohibition of the importation, manufacture and sale, not the -
prohibition of a man taking a glass of liquor if he desire to do so #—T think it would be
a very difficult law to enforce. :

19255. Would it be more difficult than the enforcement of the revenue law, and
if you think it would be more ditficult, why more difficult? Is not the revenue
law ditficult of enforcement %— Very, and as you know, there is a great deal of smuggling
going on in spite of it.

199256. Yet the revenue law is not regarded as a failure —No, it is not.

19257. If there was a prohibitory law enacted, and there was an equally earnest
effort made to enforce it, and there was still some sale, could the law be regarded as
a failure on that account, any more than the revenue law is not regarded as a failure }—
Well, in my opinion, you would not be able to carry out that law.  Of course, I may be
wrong in regard to the matter. ]

19258. From your observation and experience of the little prohibition you had in
the town where your industry was carried on, what is your opinion in regard to the
effect of prohibition? Did you not say that you were happy to have closed up the
taverns —Yes, but there were some unlicensed places where they sold liquor.

19259. Did you have all the houses shut up at last?—We had all the taverns
closed, but there can be no doubt that liquors were sold at places not licensed.

19260. From your observation and experience of the good which you have stated
resulted to the community and to yourselves from that degree of prohibition, do you
believe that, if the same prohibition was made general, good would in a greater degree
result I—If it could be general, no doubt it would, but I do not think there is a possibility
of it.

19261. But you believe if prohibition of that sort could be well enforced, it would
result in good !—I am sure it would.
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By the Chairman :

19262. The Government have now a very considerable force employed in lookin
after smuggling and illicit sale in liquors. What inducement would they have to emg.
ploy that force if there was entire prohibition and no revenue comi .
from liquor —There would be no revenue. ng to the country

19263. What inducement would the Government have to expend as much mone
in preventing the smuggling and illicit manufacture as is expended now I do not se{,
that there would be any inducement, except as it was considered to be for the public
good. :

By Judge McDonald :

19264. Would you apprehend greater difficulty, supposing there was no revenue
collected ? Ts there not a great deal of smuggling of liquor into the country, and illicit
manufacture —Yes. Y 1c1

19265. But if there was no liquor manufactured in the country, and no liquor w:
imported legally, would there not be a greater quantity smugglod ?—’I am certgin th o
would be a great increase in the smuggling business. ’ ere.

19266. That would be a practical difficulty in regard to prohibition % _Yes. it wo 1d
be a very great difficulty. » 10 wou

By Mr. Clarke :

19267. Would there be illicit manufacture also %-—No doubt there would be.
19268. Wou'd it be practicable and possible to enforce a general prohibitor: ‘la,w?
In my opinion it would not be possible. y —
By Mr. Grgoult :
19269. How many officers are under your control in the district
suppose ther. are 45 to 50. 10t of Quebec 1T
19270. Are all the imported liquors brought in for persons residing .
t . § n, .
Quebec -—No. Those are imported principally by the liquor dealers hefeutn:l ?t c;:yngg
fair to say that all the liquor imported is for Quebec. It is of course’ for thei
tomers, wherever they may be. ’ Aeir cus-
19271. Are there any liquors received for persons residing outsid .
of Quebec included in your statement?—I do not know. \th ide of the Province
and pays duty on it, we do not know what he does with it.
19272. Is not the duty paid sometimes by persons residing outsid .
- N . ® = f g
of Quebec I—Very rarely. The duties are nearly all paid by Quehec I?I;C[t}}:stplovmce
) 19273. So you }wheve al} those liquors are consumed in Quebec T ¢ > %
that. I say the duties are paid by Quebec merchants as a rule.  Now and theo an saz
sider may pay the duty, but once he pays the duty and takes the liquor to his nt:;’:nblo‘l}h
ment, we do not know what he does with it, whether it is consumed here e
Montreal or other places. ’

€N a man brings in liquor

or is sent to

By the Chairman :

19274. The duties being very high, would not the ten X .
point of cons:mpition as mugh as);)os:?ibie 1—Yes. dency be to pay thew at the
19275. So the importer would keep his liquors in bo i
to the port of destinat})on and pay the 4Il)uty t,h?are ?—«Yes.nd until he had brought them
19276. And so he would save interest on his money —Yes. The question I
asked, however, was as to whether this liquor was consumed in this provillmzs ton L was
19277. Can you give the value of the liquors which pass in bond from y flice ?
—Yes. My statement contains figures of the values in bond and duty-paid your office
19278. Do these figures include the quantity of liquor in bon()i Iv);:h‘ .h i
other provinces I—It is a statement of the importations into Quebec whet,lic é}sl sel:.nt‘to
comes in in bond or whether the duty is paid. The entry is made a.’nd whea: e 1<luo:
it into your store and pay the duty, or merely store it tmd’keep it in eﬁ‘y ‘21“ P‘ﬁ
amount in value is what I have given you here, ond, the
JoseEpH B. ForsyTH.
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19279. You could not distinguish in that statement liquor on which duty was
paid and liquor that was shipped again in bond 7—No. It is the total importation into
the port for 10 years. o .

By Mr. Gigault:

19280. Could the Commissioners obtain a statement showing the quantity of liquor
which came here in bond, and was shipped in bond to other provinces ?—Certainly.

19281. I should like to have a statement showing the quantities and values of
liquors arriving here from foreign countries, and those that were shipped in bond to
other provinces #—Certainly.

RICHARD R. DOBELL, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chavrman :

19282, T believe you are a merchant here!—Yes.

19283. In what line of business —In the timber business.

19284. How many years have you been in that business —For about 37 years.

19285. Have you resided all that time in Quebec?—Yes, generally.

19286. Ts your firm large employers of labour #-—Yes, we employ a good many men
in the shipping season, during the summer months.

19287. Loading ships —Loading ships and preparing timber and doing our bateau
work. ’

19288. On what system do you employ yourmen? Do you pay them by the hour ¢.
—We pay them by the week. Some of our men we pay by the season ; we pay a cer-
tain number by the season and a certain number by the week, and a certain number of
our bateau men are paid by the year, based on their average earnings. In the cove
the bateau men are paid by the season and our labourers are paid by the week.

19289. What is the work of the bateau men ?—To remove in bateaux sawn
lumber from the mills to the ships.

19290. You keep those men in your employment the whole yeir %—Yes.

19291. What do they principally do in winter &~—Many of them go up into the
woods, but the bateau mnen are chiefly around in Quebec, and are employed in various
ways. :

19292. How are they employed by your firm ?—Repairing the bateaux and getting
them ready again. Their wages are dependent upon their earnings in the summer to a
very large extent, and they make enough in summer to keep them all the year. In
certain mouths in winter they do not earn anything,

19293. But they are still attached to your firm 9—Yes.

19294. How many men do you employ? Does the number vary according to the
demands for timber {——It varies according to the season, but we have about 70
families altogether.

19295. Do they reside together or are they scattered !—1I dare say from 40 to 50
are in our cove, under our own supervision and in our houses ; the others are scattered.

19296. Where is the cove I—At Sillery, on this side, about 4 miles from here, and
between here and Cap Rouge, about half way.

19297. Is the village in which they live, within a municipality —1It is in the muni-
cipality of St. Guillaume de Sillery.

19298. Is it governed by a Municipal Council 7—Yes, elected by the ratepayers.

199299. Is the Council elected by the ratepayers only #—Yes.

19300. Does the doverning body consist of a Mayor and a certain number of
Councillors 2—Yes, a Mayor and seven Councillors.

19301. Have you any liquor places in the district -—We ought not to have any.
I belong to the Council, and for years we have taken advantage of the Act enabling us
to withhold licenses in the district.
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19302, What is the area of the district ? It is perhaps 9 miles in circumference.

19303. What has been the result of your action —1I think the result of our action
has been advantageous. ]

19304. Have you eradicated all the drinking establishments?—No, I wish we
could do so.

19305. But you have eradicated the licensed places, I presume?—Yes, we have no
licensed places. .

19306. You have not issued any licenses I—Quite so.

v 19307. Have the Councillors been elected on the issue of not granting licenses I—
es.

19308. Have you any unlicensed places there’—It is very difficult to say how
many there are, but we know of several.

19309. When did you pass that by-law ?-—I think three or four years ago, perhaps
earlier.

19310. What was the state of affairs at that time?—Not bad. Our men never
drank much.

X 19311. Have you had any trouble with your men on the score of drunkenness '—-
ever.

19312. How many licensed places had you in the municipality b ;
the policy of not issuing licenses ?p;I should ythink tive or six. paity before you ddopted

19313. Was there much drunkenness in those places, say, on Sunday?—Yes, at
one time I think there was. ’

19314. How many years ago would that be 1—Ten or fifteen years ago ; there was
more drinking then than now. ’ '

19315. There was more drunkenness generally throughout the Province of Quebec
than there is now, in your opinion —Yes; among all classes there was more drinking
fifteen years ago than there is to-day. .

19316. As a Councillor, you know there are a good many selling illicitly —Yes

19317. Has the municipal body taken any action to put an end to that sale I-—Yes
it has done so several times. : 7

19318. What difficulty has been met with ¢—1 will call it a political difficult
‘We put 2 man in jail ; an election comes on, the man is released. v

19319. You change your Council #—No, not that. The political hias i
that the man is brought out of jail to give his vote. That has }i)ccur't*e(lbrl:osr:gS tiznggﬁzz
or twice.

19320. Can you explain the method by which the result as regards closing the
licensed houses was accomplished #—1I never inquired too closely in regard to it. fn d 1
only know the result. Certain men are favoured, and that is one Zf the diﬂ,']culties
My impression is that the reason why we stopped granting licenses was the difficulty of
limiting the number of licenses. If we granted one license, we had a great man a‘}’ L
cants for Yicenses to be granted to them. That was the reason we came to tie Y;gn—
clusion not to grant any.

19321. Were the licenses granted by the Council I—Yes.

19322. Had you no petition in regard to their issue %—No, ¢ ! .
cation of the persﬁn designg to sell. ° here was only the appli-

19323. Have you given up efforts to put an end to illicit selling 7. y
attempted to close one establishment, and endeavoured to have thge? palj&. 5;11‘.?:8331; }fg:
selling. :

19324. To accomplish that, are you obliged to move the provincial authorities ?
Yes. _

19325. Under what law do you proceed #—Under our munici
a charge that the man has been selling liquor without a license. pal law, and we make

19326. In contempt of the by-law and the license law —Yes.

19327. And is he prosecuted on-that charge 7—He is prosecuted.

19328. Do you find the provincial authorities willing to aid you in putting an end
to illicit sale ?TThey }llmve Eenerallyélelped, but it is difficult for us to convi%:t a man
for doing so; although we know perfectly well he is violating t it :

I%ICHARD R. ﬁOBELL. P ¢ the law, it is a difficule
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matter to bring the charge home to him. All that is required is a more rigorous
enforcement of the law. When a man is drunk he should be arrested, and so soon as
he gets sober, he should be questioned as to where he obtained liquor.

19329. Would that be the duty of the provincial authorities —1I do not know.

19330. Selling without a license is a breach of the provincial law 7—Yes.

19331. Would not one naturally conclude that it would be thg duty of the provin-
cial authorities to take cognizance of it {—1I should think so.

19332. As regards the enforcement of the municipal by-laws, you have that matter .
in your own hands, I presume {—We have in our own hands the power to grant licenses
or not.

19333. Tn regard to prosecutions for breaches of the by-law: if the municipal body
does not do its duty, it can not reasonably complain of anybody else —We complain
because of the difliculty we have in obtaining a simple means of arresting and punishirg
the violators.

19334, I was referring to your statement that the law should be more rigorously
observed, and trying to ascertain whether the provincial or the municipal body was fail-
ing to enforce the law —Really, 1 could not tell whether the defect lies with the pro-
vincial or municipal authorities, but I know it exists, and we cannot enforce the law as
we would like to do.

19335. Have not the license fees in Quebec been increased two or three times within
late years, and are they not now considered high —Yes,

19336. Is it your opinion that that has had any effect in checking intemperance?
—No, I do not think so.

19337. You know something of public sentiment on this subject, and I suppose you
have given some thought to it. De you think a Ddéminion law, prohibiting the importa-
tion, manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor, would be desirable —No, I do not
think it would. :

19338. Upon what ground do you base your opinion % —Because I think it is much
better to have the people sober not by law, but by their desire to live respectable lives.
That has a very much stronger influence on them than a law. I helieve the bulk of our
men ave sober simply from the number of years they have lived under our system, and
they look upon it as a disgrace to go into these unlicensed houses.

19339. Is that the effect of educational and religious traininy ¢— Yes.

19340. That is your view of the subject ?—Yes; that is my belief. I believe that
the religious influences of the priests of Sillery have had a very beneficial effect upon
the people.

19341. I suppose most of the emp]oyegs there are of the Roman Catholic faith —
I think they are, almost without an exception.

By Judge McDonald :

19342. Have you ever been present where cases for violation of the law have
been tried, and the persons prosecuted !—Several times, I have taken steps to have cer-
tain people prosecuted. )

- 19343. Have you found that the witnesses who were smnmoned had great lack
of memory?—Yes. They have no memory, and we have had very great difficulty in getting
witnesses at all. In fact that is a most difficult matter. Last Sunday night on the St.
Louis road there were no less than 8 or 9 cases of drunkenness, where the men were
incapable of walking, and still we could not find where the men had got liquor. Weall
know pretty well where they had got it, but it would be a difficult matter to secure a -
conviction. It is too glaring not to know that there are certain places selling liquor
irregularly. Our own people and . men from certain houses in town come to me and pro-
test because certain houses are selling liquor. 'We cannot secure convictions, because
we are unable to find anybody who purchased drink. Only in a few cases have we been
able to secure convictions in cases of drink being sold in this way.

By Mr. Clarke :

19344. Do those prosecutions give rise to perjury —I think so to a very great
extent.
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19345. Is not that one of the results of attempting to enforce a prohibitory law —
From the evidence given in court we are led to believe that perjury is committed. I
think there is a great deal of perjury. T am not personally opposed to licensing houses.

19346. I understood you to say that before you took advantage of the present law
as a municipality, the duty of issuing licenses devolved on the Mayor and members of
the Council 7—Yes, prior to the change.

19347. Then you took advantage of the local option law %—I was not a member of
the Council prior to that time. .

19348. The power of issuing licenses now rests with the Mayor. How were they
issued formerly ¢—1 think they come from the Federal Government or the Provincial
Government. '

19349. Was it since licenses were issued by the Mayor and the Council that you
took advantage of the local option clause and shut down on licenses altogether —Yes.

19350. What led you to do that %—The desire of our own men—the actual wish of
our own men. )

19351. T understood you to say that it was to get rid of the annoyance of being
importuned by people to grant them licenses 7—That was the reason we did not erant
any. There were a great many people who would have liked a few respectable houses
kept open if possible, but the ditliculty was to confine the licenses to those few houses.

19352. If there were three or four respectable houses licensed in the municipality
would there be a better order of things than exists at present?—I do not think" bhere’r
would be. ’

19353. Would there be any worse?—No. I do not think there would be, but I
think there would be a much better order of things if you could strictly put dowr’1 those

_houses (;vhicg sell liquor without a license. I think too that certain houses might be
licensed, and that it would be very desirable to do so, where really g i
beer would be sold to the men. Y ¥ good liquor or good

19354. Have you heard anything respecting the character of the liquor sold at those
places now 1—-Yes.

19355. What is its character I—It is the vilest trash and poison.

19356. Was that the character of the liquor sold when places were licensed 1—I
think it is much worse now. I look upon it as poison, because I see that men after they
have taken small quantities show the effects of it. It is really killing those who indulge
in it.

19357. How many places are selling liquor without licenses, according to general
report I—Four olr ﬁvfe in the muni{cipz(xllity.

19358. And before you took advantage of the law, how i
existed +—1I do not think );here were more than five or six. many licensed places

19359. \Vere there many unlicensed places then ?—A good many. Perhaps more
than there are now.

19360. Then the only result has been to close out the licens
liquor before !—-I think so, and that is what the licensed people coxi(i)lz}\)i??fe who sold

19361. Is there anything in that contention?—I would rather see a few ood
licensed houses, with some supervision exercised over them as to the quality of thebbeer
and the quality of the liquor sold, and certain restrictions that would be beneficial

19362. Would it not be well if there was a law limiting the number of lic.enses
issued according to the population of the municipality ; for example, one license f0‘r the
first thousand or five hundred people, and an additional license gmn%ed fdr é'l;:h thous-
and or two thousand !—That would be difficult to work because the popul'],t,‘ion varies
very much. At our cove we generally have a large number of ships lyin"(there All‘
the men belonging to those ships come on shore. They drink fur more thﬁ.n the : eople-
who live among us. ( peop

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19363. Is there any provision for the supervision of licensed places, and examina-
tion of the quality of liquors they sell 7—I am not aware whether there is or 11(;t{ but‘I.
think there should be. ?

Riciarp R. DoBELL.
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19364. Have you reason .to believe that licensed places sell a better quality of
liquor than unlicensed places ?—1I have.

19365. That is your belief 7—Yes, that is my belief.

19366. Have you found that the refusal to grant licenses in the community where
your people work has had any effect in educating the people against the drink trade?
Are they more strongly against it than they were before !-—1I think so.

19367. Do you believe that the delegalization of the trade generally might have a
like educational effect? If the delegalization of the trade in that place has helped to
educate the people against the drink trade, would the delegalization of the trade gener-
ally have a like effect I—1I could not say that ; I think it would not, because the surround-
ings are so different. Our own people are a small comununity, really cut off from the rest
of the municipality, living down at the edge of the St. Lawrence. You can exercise an
influence over them that you could not exercise over the more central portions and over
a large city like Quebec. However, I could not form an opinion as to whether it would
or would not.

19368. I understaod you to say that the people themselves asked to have licenses -
not granted ?—They did. Tt was in accordance with their wish that we adopted thas
course.

19369. It was because of the ill effects of the trade amongst them —T think so.

19370. You have mentioned that compliance with their request and the refusal of
licenses have had the effect of still further confirming them in their opposition to the
trade —1 think so. I think there is one remark I should make, because you may be
under the impression that there is no liquor sold in a legal way. There is still a fair
amount sold by carts coming out of town.

19371. Peddlingliquor I—Yes.

19372. You mean sent out by licensed people in Quebec?—Yes. They are licensed
in Quebec, and I dare say they do a very good wholesale business, and our men buy liquor
and take it to their houses. .

19373. Do T understand that there is a class of licenses which authorize men to
sell in that way I—We did not give a license, but there is nothing to prevent our men
going into town and ordering six bottles of beer. That beer is afterwards sent out and
delivered at the house.

19374, Tt is that form of delivery to which you refer 7—Yes.

19375. Not peddling?—No. The dealers drive along the road and supply the
houses. .

19376. Do you believe that home drinking has increased since the refusal to grant
licenses 2—No, I do not think it has much. T only mentioned that because you might
have a little wrong impression as to the facts.'

19377. 1 think you said there were more illicit places when you had licenses than
there ure now ?—1 think there were. One reason was that the population was much
larger then than now. Relatively, I think we are about on the same footing.

19378. But there were illicit places when you had licenses I—Certainly. The men
who had licensed houses were our best friends in aiding us to put down the illicit ones.

19379. Did they really attempt to put down illicit sellers 7—Yes, several times
they prosecuted them.

19380. Did that prevent illicit sale?—No, because we never could get them
punished and the law thoroughly well carried out. That has been our weak point.

19381. You said there was perjury committed in such cases 7—1I think a great deal
of perjury has heen committed.

19382. Do you think it well to refrain from prosecutions lest men should perjure
themselves?—No, [ think the obligation rests on the men, and that you should carry
out the law if possible. )

19383. As an employer of labour have you noticed that your men who drink lose
any proportion of their time on account of drinking #—I think scarcely one of our em-
ployees is an habitual drunkard.

19384, Nor in former years !—No, T never remember having any drunkards in the
cove. The drinking that takes place is generally among the young men, and strangers
coming in with them often.
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19385. T assume there must have been trouble ‘of some kind arising out of the
drink habits of the people or they would not have asked for licenses to have been with-
held. Will you please state the reason that actuated them !—They are the young men,
not the working men, who want liquor.

19386. They want to procure it?—That is the general rule, the young men
desire it.

19387. Since licenses were refused, are the young men not drinking so generally ¢
—1I should not like to say that our young wen drink.

19388. Do they drink more now or less than they did when there were licensed
places T think there is less drinking now than there was fifteen years ago.

19389. And you believe that.is attributable in a great degree to the religious
influences exerted I—Yes, and the way drunkenness has been condemned, and the in-
crease of self-respect, and the fact that people are getting a little better off,

19390. Do you think that the delegalization of the trade helps those religious influ-
ences '—1I think it is an admirable rule to leave these matters to the municipality, and
to let the majority rule. ’

19391. Do you believe in local option?—Yes. I believe it is a very good thing,
indeed.

19392. That where the majority are unwilling to have drink sold it should not be
sold 7—Yes, I think that is a very good rule.

By Judge McDonald :

19393. As a business man, you are of the opinion that in the Province of Quebec
local option can be carried in a small municipality such as your own 7—Yes.

19394. What would you think of a case of this kind : Suppose that a town of 10,000
or 12,000 inhabitants to be in the country, and the rural district carried such an Act
as this, with a majority in the town against it, would such legislation be advisable so far
as the town is concerned, or would you allow the town to decide the matter for itself ?—
It is not desirable for a small town or city to be over-ruled by the country districts. T
do not know of any case where it should be so, because the population of a town, say of
10,000 or 12,000, would scarcely be over-ridden by the votes given in the country district.

19395. But is there not such a case sometimes under the Scott Act I—.Yes.

19396. Where the vote is taken by a county may not the rural population carry it
over the inhabitants of a town or eity? Have you had any experience of this fact —1
know of no example of it. I should think it would be rather difficult if such result hap-
pened as regards the town. I can easily imagine that if a town has a large hotel, there
might be difficulty if it were not allowed to sell wine or liquors. ’

19397. In a limited area, such as the city of Quebec, would voy approve of local
option —Yes. )

By Mr. Clarke :

19398. So long as it does not interfere with the rights of the maj
of it so long as the majority favours it and endeavours to carry it out.

19399. Supposing 60 per cent of the voters favoured the passage of a local option
measure and their views are reflected by the Council, and it i: decided to issue no
licenses, should that prohibit the procuring of liquor from Quebec or elsewhere by the
minority, if they desire to do so for family use —T would prohibit the sale in that zmni-
cipality. We cannot prohibit the sale in Quebec, and those who desire liquor can get
it from Quebec and bring it into the municipality.

19400. As a matter of fact there is no prohibition except that of sale?
that in a public house.

19401. But a person can purchase liquor outside and bring it into
for his own use —Yes.

19402. Is that the kind of prohibition you favour?— Yes.

19403. Would you favour a general prohibitory measure —1 wou
think there is no better drink for a man than good {vholesome beer. d not, because I

Ricuarp R. DoBELL.
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19404. Do you draw a line between the moderate use of drink and the excessive
use of drink? Are there not hundreds and thousands who drink ale in moderation and
wine at dinner —Certainly. g

19405. Do you class those people as péople whom it is necessary to protect by clos-
ing up the taverns —No, I do not.

By the Chairman :

19406. What is the population of your cove now as compared with its population
say 15 years ago—There is not much variation in the population of the district. There
has been a decline, but not so serious as some parties talk about, because it happens that
our own cove and that of our neighbours has kept up the amount of work pretty well ;
in fact, nearly up to the old standard, but not quite. Some of the other coves have
closed entirely, and no longer give employment.

19407. Has there been a reduction of 20 per cent }—During the last 15 years there
has scarcely been 20 per cent decline, perhaps 10 per cent.

JOSEPH J. FORTIER, Collector of Provincial Revenue for the district of
Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

‘19408. How long have you held your pr.sent office ?—I have been in this office,
under different titles, since October,.1868.

19409. From whom did you receive the appointment?—T was tirst Collector of
Inland Revenue for the Federal Government and for the Local Government. In 1878
two departments were created, and I kept my position as Collector of Provineial
Revenue. '

19410. So from 1878 to the present time, you have been Collector for the Provin-
clal Government only ?—Yes.

19411. From what sources do you collect revenue?—From all licenses, taverns,
shops, clubs, wholesale, also licenses to keep gunpowder, also pedlars and temperance
hotel licenses.

19412. What is the amount of the license fee for a temperance hotel %—Now it is
$11.

19413. TIs the holder obliged to put up a sign %-Yes.

19414. Does the law require such proprietors to make a distinction with respect to
their houses, as compared with ordinary hotels #—Yes.

By Judge McDonald :

19415. The Commission have heard to-day of the existence here of what are called
club licenses. Will you kindly state what the law is in that regard —A club license
is granted to a certain association, either an incorporated association or an association
formed by a notarial deed, and the members have to pay so much.

19416. Is any particular number of persons required to form such association ?—No.

19417. Do they file a-declaration of any kind #— Yes; they file a declaration with
the Government.

19418. Signed by the persons who are seeking to be incorporated I—Yes; they
have to submit a copy of their by-laws and regulations.

© 19419. Are licenses then issued to them ?—Yes,

19420. What are the terms and conditions of the license in that case !—The con-
ditions are what I have stated.

19421. T mean the conditions imposed on them as to hours of sale, place of sale,
and so on —They are supposed to be like a family, they can sell at any time.

19422. But T presume that members of that particular club only can procure
liquor 1—Yes.
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19423. Can they consume it on Sunday or at any time !—Yes.

19424. Can it be consumed in the club, the same as at a private house —Yes.

19425. Is there any restriction placed on them as to the admission of new members
to the club?%—TI do not know. There are*some regulations in regard to registering
members. ’ °

19426. It has been stated before the Commission to-day that persons will come in,
sign their names to the register, pay five cents each, and will thus become members of
the club and will obtain liquor %—They could not do that.

19427. That would be contrary to the law —Yes.

19428. It would be an invasion of the law %—Yes,

19429. The law is not intended to cover any such case, I presume ¢—No.

19430. That is not what is understood as a club by the law 7—No.

19431. Have you anything to do with the enforcement of the law against people
who sell illicitly —Yes ; I am Collector.

19432. Before whom do you bring cases in which you prosecute people who sell
illegally I—T bring the cases before the Police Court.

19433. Have you authority yourself to act and try cases and punish people ?—No.

19434.  Have you a staff of officers at your command to act in this matter?—Yes,
I have two officers.

19435. Are they sub-inspectors -—They are revenue officers.

19436. Is it part of your duty to inspect the licensed houses, and see they carry
out the requirements of the law?—-Yes.

19437. In the case of hotels or taverns to see that the requirements regarding beds
for travellers are complied with?—Yes, that is included in the conditions undertaken to
be fulfilled by the party who desires to obtain a license. Tf a person wants to obtain
an hotel license, he has to apply to the police court authorities, give his name and obtain
a form to fill up. He has 15 days in which to comply with the law. He must get
25 names of municipal electors in the ward or place where he intends to keep his es-
tablishment ; 15 days afterwards, if there is no opposition offered to his application, he
gets his application confirmed by the Magistrates. Of course, they have to see whet:her'
he has complied with the conditions of the law.

19438. Is it your duty to see he has complied with those conditions I—Not at all.

19439. Is there an officer to see that he is properly qualified 7— Yes.

By the Chairman .
19440. Who issuesthe license —1I do.

By Judge McDonald :

19441. Who looks after the other matter ?—It is the Police Magcistrate to whom
the application is made. ’ ©

19442. The Police Magistrate examines the application and ascertains whether the
proper number of people have signed it and whether they are properly qualified, and
whether the person has the necessary accominodation ; and upon the lﬁa?ristrate bein
satisfied on these points, he certifies the same to you, and you iggl;e the license m(gi
collect the fees I—Yes. o ‘

19448. Have you any option in the matter? Could you decline to grant a license
if the Magistrate had reported favorably ?—When the certificate is ¢ o?lﬁrmp d b ti
Magistrate, I cannot refuse it. ) "¢ by the

19444. And a certificate having been granted and a license issued. do vou exercise
any supervision over the house!—Yes, afterwards. When a license i%,«ra.r‘zted i have
to make a visit to the house. R

19445. How often are you required to visit it’—T am obliced to do so once a vear.

19446. Do you see that the license holder still fulfils the !?equirementﬂ of theylaw:
for the accommodation of the public?—When I go round I look after it )

19447. You satisfy yourself that the party is keeping a respeci;able house 7—1I
satisfy myself that he is complying with the law, and that he has such accommodation
as the law requires.

JoseprH J. FORTIER
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19448. Are you required to see that he keeps his place closed on Sunday }—The
law has been changed in regard to that matter. Many years ago the city corporation
took action in that respect ; but there has been a law passed by the Provincial Legis-
lature giving authority to the Collector of Provincial Revenue to take proceedings.

19449. Is that under the Ross Act?—No, it was during Mr. Wiirtele’s regime that
the change was made. ‘ '

19450. Does not the Ross Act require these places to be closed on Sunday and at
twelve at night  Is it not your duty to see that the proprietors carry out the require-
ments of the statute —It is to me that complaints are made.

19451. Do you look after the cases of people who are selling illicitly —When
complaints are made, yes.

19452, If you receive information that people are selling illicitly, do you cause
complaints to be laid before the Magistrate?—Yes. When a party complains that
there is illicit selling on Sunday, I take action, if he gives me proofs.

19453. I mean if people are selling on Sunday or on week day without license ?—
If parties are selling on Sunday without license, of course we cannot sue them for
selling on Sunday, but we sue them for selling without license.

19454. T am, inclined to agree with your position. But the Commissioners have
found to-day that the municipal police punish parties for selling on Sunday whether
they have licenses or not. You punish them for selling without license, I understand 1—
Yes, because I can only sue parties for selling on Sunday when they are licensed.

19455. Have you many such cases of people selling without license 7—Not many.

19456. Do you think there are many places in Quebec now selling illicitly 7 There
may be some, but there are not many.

19457. When you do prosecute people for selling without license, do you ever find
it difficult to get evidence to convict them !—Sometimes. .

19458. Do you find that the memory of witnesses is apt to be bad in regard to
sales I—Sometimes, but we generally succeed.

19459. Then you have, so far as you could reasonably be expected to do, endeavoured
to carry out the law and put a stop to illicit sale {—Yes.

19460. Do you think you have fairly succeeded in doing so?—VYes.

19461. You have spoken of your district. What is your district —My district is
composed of the city of Quebec and five counties.

19462. Name the counties.—Quebec, Montmorency, Portneuf, Lévis, Lotbiniére.

19463. Do you find much illicit sale in the rural districts -—There is some, not
much. ’ -

19464. Does your information regarding those districts come to you from officers
travelling over them, or is it hearsay of the people I—1It is obtained from parties living
in the country districts and also from my men. More often, the complaints come to the
office either by letter or personally.

19465. Do you ever receive complaints from licensed dealers that other parties are
selling illicitly —Yes, sometimes.

19466. And do they ask that this illicit traffic be stopped — Yes.

19467. Have you ever had reason to suppose that the licensed dealers were them-
selves employing others to sell illicitly 7—1I am not aware of it.

19468. Could you make to the Commission any suggestions as to the improvements
in the law regarding the sale of intoxicating liquors I-—In what way ?

19469. As to the system of management and as to the system of penalties, and
anything else 7-—T think the law is a very good one as it is.

19470. You mean the license law of Quebec?—Yes.

19471. Do you think the law is capable of enforcement ?—I think it is a very good

law.
19472. Do you think it is promotive of temperance among the people ---I think
some places would be far better if they granted licenses than they are under prohibition.
19473. Do you mean that some of the rural districts where they exercise local option
and do not grant licenses, would be far better off if they did grant them ?—The Muni-
cipal Councils have nof, the right to grant licenses—the licenses are granted by the Gov-
ernment—-but they have the right to say to whom they shall be granted. :
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19474. Have you reason to believe that in any portions of your district liquors are
sold that ave not of good quality #—No, T could not say positively. I have been told
that some smuggled liquors were of that sort. ’

19475. Do you make a return which would show the amount of revenue you collect ?
—Yes, I make a return every three months.

By Mr. Clarke :

19476. Are there any restrictions as to the number of licenses that can be given in
a municipality —Not in Quebec. :

19477. Do you mean in Quebec Province }-—1 mean neither in Quebec City nor in
Lévis. '

By the Chairman :

19478. In counties -—I think one of the villages across the River St. Lawrence
Bienville, is limited to two licenses by the municipal by-law. '

19479. Has the Council of the city of Quebec the right to pass a by-law limiting
the number of licenses %—1I do not know.

19480. But in the rural districts you think the municipality has the right?—I
know that two villages, Bienville and Lauzon, limit the number——they give licenses to
only one or two parties. [ do not know whether it is because there are no other appli-
cations, but the munieipality only grants one or two licenses.

19481. What is your opinion regarding the operation of the local option law ; what
has the effect been? Do you agree with Mr. Dobell respecting its results —1I did not hear*
his evidence.

19482. In those places throughout the district where advantage has been taken of
the local option provision, what is the condition of the community when it has refused
to grant licenses }—I think they would be better off if they confirmed the certificates.
I had a great deal less trouble then than I have now in regard to that municipality.

19483. In what respect }—There are now more complaints of parties selling without
license than there were then.

19484. You mean there is more illicit selling now -_Yeg,

By Mr. Clarke :

19485. Then is your opinion this, that the condition of affairs was better when
licenses were issued than it is at present !—I know T had less trouble then, and there
were fewer complaints at all events. ’

19486. You had less trouble !-—T had fewer complaints of illicit selling then.

19487. Was the law as rigidly enforced against unlicensed places as it
Almost all the parties selling liquor were licensed by the Goy

19488. But Mr. Dobell said there were unlicensed
time licenses were issued -—Not so many.

19489. He not only said there were unlicensed places there. but he stated that the
licensed people gave assistance in suppressing illicit places ?—’YeS. They took pro-
ceedings against parties who were selling liquor without license,
v 19490. The condition of things, then, was better under license than it is at present ?
—Yes.

19491. Do you know anything about the quality of the liguor sold in the unlicensed
places ; is it inferior to that sold in the licensed places %—T am told that since smuggling
has been going on, there are some places where the liquor sold is not as good as formaerly
but I am not very well posted. S ’

19492. From your experience, what is your opinion respecting the saloon license and
its influence : is it more or less injurious to public morals than the hotel license I—1I do
not find much difference. :

19493. Do you consider the hotel license is as bad as the saloon license in its effects ?
—Of course, in proportion. There are a great many more saloons and restaurant
licenses than hotel licenses ; restaurants and saloons are the same,

19494. I mean by saloons licensed places whose proprietors are not compelled to
provide meals or sleeping accommodation for travellers %—Saloons and restaurants are
the same. :

JosepH J. FoRTIER.
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19495. Is there any reason whatever why those places should be licensed ; are they
necessary in this city or elsewhere %—I cannot answer that question.

19496. Do you think the hotel license is just as injurious as the saloon license,
that the hotels, in proportion to their number, do as much harm and induce drunken-
ness to as great an extent as do the saloons I—1I do not know.

19497. Tt is urged that if the sale of liquor were confined to saloons, to places
where nothing else was sold but liquor, the result would be a reduction in the consump-
tion of liquor and in drunkenness, because while people can go into hotels ostensibly to
see guests or visitors but really to get drink, if liquor only were sold in saloons, and
they were seen going in there, it would be known they were going in for drink, and they
would not do so. 'Would it be better to stop the sale of liquor in the hotels, and let the
saloons do all the business —1I could not answer that question. '

19498. Why is the temperance hotel charged a license fee?—It accommodates
travellers.

19499. Does it have to pay for the privilege of accommodating travellers !—Yes, it
accommodates travellers and provides board.

19500. Is there any provision of the law requiring that a notice be put up stating
that the house is a temperance hotel 7—Yes, the law compels them to do so.

19501. Is the hotel where liquor is sold required to do so *—No:

19502. Do hotels of the other class, where liquors are sold, have a notice put up to
the effect that this is not a temperance hotel %—They are obliged to put up a sign board
with the words, licensed to retail spirituous liquors.

19503. Ts it equally conspicuous with the sign put up by the temperance hotel 3—
It is a sign board three or four inches wide.

19504. Is it generally put up over the door 7—Yes.

19505. In the same place as in the case of the temperance hotel —Yes, about the
same ; the difference is the wording of the notice. .

19506. Has drunkenness increased or decreased since you have been Collector of
Provincial Revenue -1 have not to look after that.

19507. From your observation, you being the official who has to visit those places
and supervise them, have you not been able to form an opinion 7—No.

19508. Are there more licenses issued now in Quebec, than were issued formerly +—
A little less.

19509. Has there been a decrease in the number of unlicensed places too %—Yes,

19510. Are there fewer unlicensed places and fewer licensed places than formerly ?
—There is a slight decrease in the number this year. '

19511. Has the increase in the license fee anything to do with the decrease in the
number of places ?—It may have, but I do not think so.

19512. Do you think there has been a corresponding increase in the number of un-
licensed places?—I think not.

19513. Then there are fewer places where liquor is sold, illegally or legally ; but
you have not noticed any perceptible change in regard to drunkenness?—I am not sup-
posed to notice that.

19514. During your experience as a citizen of the province, what conclusion has
your observation forced on you respecting the drinking customs of the people during the
past 15 years?—The number of licenses is about the same; but whether the people
drink more or less than they did, I could not say. The number of licensed people is
about the same.

19515. Has there been a marked decrease in drunkenness in those places where no
license has been issued, where the licensed places have been closed by the action of the
Municipal Council —Very few were refused licenses.

19516. In those places where the Council decided not to grant certificates for
license, has there been a marked improvement in the drinking habits of the people? In
certain municipalities, in one at least, the Council has refused to grant certificates and
consequently no licenses have been issued to sell liquor: has there been a marked im-
provement there, or is the condition of things worse %—Do you mean in the municipali-
ties where they formerly granted certificates for license, but where they now refuse
them ?
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19517. Is the condition of those places better or worse !—They are worse than they
were.

19518. Is that owing to the fact that licenses were withdrawn and an unlicensed
trade sprang up —Yes.

By the Chairman :

19519. Do you mean there is more drunkenness there than previously —Yes ; a
great many more places are selling without licenses than there were when licenses were
granted.

By Mr. Gigault :

19520. Are you able to state the number of licenses in Quebec?—Seeing
that T have not my book with me, I cannot give the number in the past years.

19521. Could you give us the number of licenses in Quebec for the past few years?
—Yes.

19522. Could you furnish us with information respecting licencees in the city of
‘Quebec ?—Yes.

19523. Is it within your knowledge that the licensees help the authorities to pun-
ish those who violate the law and its provisions !-—Sometimes.

19524. When you receive complaint of infraction of the license law, do you exact a
certain amount as deposit before taking proceedings ! —Sometimes. ’

19525. When you think there is danger of failing to secure conviction I— Yes

19526. Have you often failed %—Rarely. '

19527. Each time that you have a complaint, do you take proceedings !-—When the
complaint is well made, and I have reason to think that the defenders are unable to pay
the fine, 1 ask a deposit as a guarantee. Ina mum'cipalit,y where the sale of liquor is
prohibited, T compel those municipal authorities to take proceedings. When I receive
a complaint from a parish where there are prohibitory regulations, then I inform the
municipality that such a complaint has been made against a certain person selling liquor
illegally, and I warn them to take necessary proceedings ; and if the municipality neg-
lects to take action, I have the authority to do so. °

19528. Are you obliged to notify the municipality !-_The law declares that if the
municipality does not take proceedings, the Inspector of Customs ought to do so.

19529. Has the increase in license fees had the effect of dimixbzishinu the number
of licenses in Quebec and in each of the counties that form your district ’g?_ A little this

ear.
¥ 19530. You have said that there was less drunkenness. Was it owing to
the efforts of the clergy —Respecting the city of Quebec, it is a little difficult for n?e to
say, as my duties do not extend there. I desire to say that my official duties do not
enable me to state directly if drunkenness has diminished or not.

19531. From what you know, is there a diminution 7—T would like much to answer.
but I cannot do so. In order to answer, we must compare the actual number of hotels
and restaurants with t(‘;\e number lfive or ten years ago. I can get this information if the
Commission has need of it; but to say now i i
T hed. T am amable to do it Y f drunkenness has increased or

19532. You said that each time a Municipal Council prohibits the sale of liquors
the condition isi made worse d“?th respect to drunkenness?—I said that from cgrta,it;
municipalities I have received fewer complaints agai i i i
pn w}})len the sals of liqwors was not pr(?hibited.o nst persons selling without a license

19533. Are there always some persons who sell liquor in the municipalities where
the prohibition is in force ?—I do not say that it is so in all the municipalities

19534. Is it not prudent to prohibit the sale of liquors?—It would be wise for
certain places ; but elsewhere, it would cause more harm than good.

19535. Is it correct that the clergy and the temperance sosieties have helped to
diminish intemperance?—1I do not think that that influence has made itself felt, at least
in my district. In the municipalities where they have passed a prohibitory la.v;' réspect—
ing the sale of liquors, nearly always the same persons sell illegally.

JoskerH J. FoORTIER.
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19536. You are of opinion that this prohibitory law does not prevent the sale of
liquor #—1I take the municipality of Sillery. From what Mr. Dobell has said, I give
that as an example.

19537. Does it not work better in the small centres 7—I have no complaint. What
I know about the working of the law comes to me by way of complaint,

19538. Has the City Council of Quebec the right, like other municipalities, to adopt
prohibition by virtue of the provisions of the license law to this effect, that it will not
issue licenses 7—I do not think so. The law here does not have the same effect as
elsewhere, because whenever a municipality passes a prohibitory law regarding the
sale of alcoholic liquors, declaring that no license shall be issued, the Government has not
the right to grant any license. Formerly the City Council had the control of granting
licenses, but now it is in the hands of Cominissioners in Montreal and at Quebec ; else-
where this is left to the Police Magistrates, acting as such Commissioners, It is for
them to judge if a person ought to have a license.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19539. You have said that you have two officers under you: what are their duties?
—Their duties are to look after the parties who are selling without license.

19540. Are they supposed to prevent illicit sale?—They are supposed to receive
complaints and attend to prosecutions in court.

19541. Do they ever act as detectives to search out illicit sales 7—No.

19542. Do they only act when complaints are made ?---Yes.

19543. Speaking about saloons : have not saloons to give meals #—They may do so,
but not in all cases.

19544. Is it not a condition of the license *—No. .

19545. Asa matter of fact, do most of the restaurants give meals—is it required of
them 9—No ; it is considered to be more like a saloon, a bar-room.

19546. I have noticed that grocery stores seil liquor. Do most of the grocers have
licenses to sell I—7Yes, by the half pint.

19547. And has the liquor to be taken from the premises?—Yes,

19548. Have you observed in your official connection with the trade any evil grow-
ing out of the fact that liquors are sold where groceries are sold —Yes, it sometimes
occurs that they retail liquors and groceries. . .

19549. Would it be well if the sale of liquor were kept entirely separate from that
of groceries It might be.

19550. Have the city of Quebec and the city of Montreal the same right to refuse to
grant licenses that municipalities possess in country districts? Could Quebec refuse to
grant licenses 1—No. I have explained to Commissioner Gigault, the position. In
Montreal and Quebec the granting or refusal of applications is in the hands of the Police
Magistrate. 1n Montreal the License Commissioners and in Quebec the Police Magis-
trates act. .

19551. You go into a country district, and you find that a Municipal Council can
pass a vote refusing to grant a license }—Yes.

19552. Could the City Council do the same thing, if it chose —Yes.

.

By the Chairman :

19553. Are you quite positive that there is prohibition in the law against that %—
I think so. In former years the confirmation of the certificate was in the hands of the
City Municipal Council, but it was taken from them and given to the Magistrate.

19554. In Quebec to the Police Magistrate—and who is connected with him 7—
There are two Police Magistrates.

19555. Isnot the Recorder also authorized -—There is the Recorder also, and he
makes three. - '

19556. In Montreal there is not the same arrangement —There the duty is in the
hands of the License Commissioners.

19557. When were they appointed? Was not this power until quite recently in
the hands of the Council?—1I know that they are called License Commissioners.

19558. Are they not the two Police Magistrates and the Recorder?—I cannot tell you.

47



Liquor Traffic—Quebec.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19559. You have spoken about certain action being taken in cases lest the costs
connected with the prosecutions might fall on the Government. Are there cases in
which the Government, after a prosecution has been successful and conviction been had
have interfered with carrying out the conviction 9—I would rather not answer that
question.

By the Chatrman :

ff 19560. I will read you a quotation from the Quebec License Law. It is to this
effect :—

4 The confirmation of a certificate is granted at the Police Court i i )
bec by the Judge ofb xtl?e Seis(i:ons of the Pgace, or the Recordei,g?ll:ir:xtl nth%ufe;gﬁ(:::afgnﬁ?: i;n (c;lfltgelﬁ-
for the city of Montreal, by the two Judges of the Sessions of the Peace and by the Recorder, or an)t
two of them.” '

I think you have said that your impression is that Quebec city could not adopt
a local option law 9—1 do not know whether the municipal law gives them the right to
pass such a law,

19561. You cannot say positively that' the Council have not the power I—Not
according to the license law.

19562. According to the license law, they have no right to pass a local option
law, in your opinion —No. Because the privilege given them of granting certificates

_has been taken away and put in the hands of the Magistrates and the Recorder.

19563. Are the Magistrates and Recorders in the cities of Quebee and Montreal

obliged to issue certificates to every one who applies, if he has complied with the law %
. —It is left to them to grant or refuse, so the law says,

19564, The two Magistrates or Recorder, or any two of them have a right to refuse
those applications !—Yes. 1 ° '

19565, Are there not certain conditions to be compli i i i-
cations going before the Magistrates %—Yes. plied with prior to the appli

19566. What are they ¢—In my answer I am alluding to a city. The party who
desires to obtain a license has to go to the police court and give his name, which is
written on a board, and he receives from an official a blank form to be filled u
Fifteen days after the date on which he gave in his name, he returns to the police coml-)t:
and hands in the form, which must have been signed by 25 municipal electors for an
hotel license, and they must also make affidavit. If during the fifteen days no objection
was offered to the granting of such certificate, the Magistrate signs and grants a license

19567. Cannot a polling district of the city of Montreal or Quebec, by the action
of the majority of the householders, or ratepayers, determine that no l,icenﬁp shall be
granted in that ?liStriCt ?—CQCertainly, there can be opposition to the apphc‘agimi 1t
during the tifteen days given for the preparation of the i i4 .
the P%lice Magistrate fixes a time to hgar all the pa,rtiz:.pers there is opposition offered,

19568. If the opposition is of a certain character the Magistrates cannot r;n€ the
license, I suppose t—Certainly, if it is proved it should not be granted 8

19569. Do the municipalities obtain any revenue from the issuing of those licenses ?
—Yes, a certain amount according to law.

19570. For granting certificates I——Yes.

19571. You have spoken of the assistance you receive from the two deput
collectors. Do you get any assistance from the police or the municipal authorities ig
finding out illicit sales !—Sometimes some of the policemen lodge complaints

19572. What do you consider to be the duty of the po]ieeoin regard to this matter ;
you have provincial police and city police %—They are not, under my control ) i

19573. What are their duties in regard to this particular matter because your
Inspectors cannot travel a great deal over the district I—They have to s;:e thag the
places are closed on Sunday ; they get their orders from the Chief

19574. T am speaking of selling without a license?—Tt is ;fery seldom that the
police give information to me.

19575. Would it have to come to you before anything could be done: you would
be prosecutor in such a case I—Yes, but up to lately a person could take action himself.

JosepH J. FORTIER. )
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19576. Did you say that the municipalities received fees for issuing certificates I—
Yes.

19577. But simply for the issuing of the certificate — Yes. _

19578. To what do those fees amount %—They have a right to charge up to $50.

19579. In Montreal do they not charge #8%—Yes. They charged %8 in Quebec
when a certificate was granted by the city municipality.

19580. What do they charge now —Now, they do not charge anything.

19581. Does the city receive no revenue from the granting of licenses '—No.

19582, Are there any districts in which the municipal bodies obtain a revenue
from the granting of licenses !-—I think that in the country district or country parishes
and in the town of Lévis they do.

19583. What do they receive in Lévis 1—T think $20,

19584, Is that for each license or only for an hotel license ¢—For each license.

19585. Whether for a grocery license or otherwise ?—--Yes, if I am not mistaken.

19586. You have licenses which compel the holder to supply meals and beds, and
you have other licenses which are granted purely for selling liquor 2—Yes.

19587. Is there any other class of license granted for groceries except the license
under which liquor must not be drank on the premises #—No, and only by the half pint.

H. PETIT, M.P.P., of Chicoutimi, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

19588. What is the population of the county ?—15,000.

19589. Was the Scott Act adopted in 1885 I-—I believe so.

19590. Do you remember the number of votes recorded in favour of it 2—No, but
the vote was not very large.

19591. I observe the record shows that 1,157 persons voted for the Act and 528
voted against it, or 1,586 together, out of a total number of voters on the list of 3,256 ¢
—Yes. ’

19592. Has the question of the continuance of the Act ever been submitted to the
people of the county since +—No.

19593. Has the population of the county largely increased since 1885 7—Yes, the
population has increased, but only at a mtfderatve rate.

19594, T think you are building a rmlwax there at present —Yes.

19595. From the neighbourhood of Lake St. John to Chicoutimi ?—Yes.

19596. Is the road actually under construction at this time 1—Yes.

19597. You have a number of labourers working on it, I suppose?—Yes, a large
number.

19598. Are they people of the district or strangers —They are almost all people of
the district. o ]

19599. Of the population of Chicoutimi, how many are in the town —About 3,000.

19600. Out of a total of 15,0007—Yes.

(Translation.)

By Mr. Gigault :

19601. Where is your residence i—Chicoutimi, in the city.

19602. Your occupation?—Agriculturist. I am also deputy to the Legislative
Assembly of Quebec. )

19603. The Scott Act is in force in your county =—Yes.

19604. Did you notice if there were many licenses before the Scott Act came into
force ——There were not any more than at present.

19605, How many places are there sell;ng —Two or three.

-4
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19606. What effect has the Scott Act in your place?—It had a very had effect
Before, there were only licenses in the large centres ; but after the Scott Act there weré
liquor depots in all the parishes ; so that there was liquor sold everywhere, especially at
the beginning ; the liquor flowed all over, and consequently there was much disorde‘z

19607, Were there any parishes before where licenses were refused 7—Yes but
there were some licenses granted at Chicoutimi. ’

19608. By virtue of the Scott Act, has the number of dealers been reduced —The
have diminished lately. ' Y

19609. How many are there now %—In the County of Chicoutimi there are three

19610. Are you able to say if there is much drunkenness -1 do not know of an :
drunkards. There is hardly any liquor sold. Drunkenness, I should say, is altorrethe{'
unknown. ’ ' °

19611. Is it due to the operation of the Scott Act, or i v
the Municipal Councils that have decided to put a stop tot(z;}fg Z:.lc(at:)ofn l‘i)(fll:}ol: ?izkaiggmafr::
from saying that it is due to the Scott Act. Since the adoption of the Scott Act there have
been many disorders ; and seeing this, the clergy, as well as the Municipal Council, have
decided not to grant any more licenses. ’

19612. Is there, to your knowledge, any illegal selline 7 i i
but by those who have t{le right to d(? S0, yies ing—No, there is no liquor sold,

19613. Do you think that the licensed parties only sell for medical use, or do they sell
liquors also as a beverage 7—No doubt this pretense is made use of. T’here we gheat
the medical man by saying that-we need the liquor for sickness but by that I d(; not
wish to say we make an improper use of it.  The doctors give cer;iﬁcates to people who
have no necessity for liquor. ° peop <

19614. Do you think that if the County of Chicoutimi was under the operation of
the ordinary law, that is to say, if the Scott Act were repealed thel:e Wouldpbe a large
number of licenses granted, or would there be any —Would the Councils h:;ve th
p: wer to stop the licenses °

19615. Yes. What do youthink of it %—There is n i ;
at present. The Council h};ving the right to refuse ligecrll(;::) t:;,]z;h\?vl(l)ll(lilcll‘ Oz(l)): Zﬂﬁ: t':fn

' 19616. Can you tell us if strangers and tourists who ;.\:o to Chicoutimi za;l ob‘tai);;
kggoﬁ (21 uO{ fz}:-utl:,{eijtu :gme of the hotels in the surrounding districts they are able to

By the Chairman : .
19617. Do the people grow barley in Chicoutimi 1-—Very little now.

JOSEPH H. CAHILL, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Chairman :

19618. Are you a native of Quebec?—No, but T have been here since T was a boy.

19619. What is your present occupation %1 g .
venue for the Federal Government. am Deputy Collector of Inland Re-

19620. What is your district %-—The district of Quebec
19621, What are its boundaries?—It extends from T Ri
. 19622. How many assistants have you under ;cl)llllr i:r?frlji);i:;’izlr\'iz%idllgn ISlaE;iS-
of the staff altogether. ‘ S
19623. Ave they stationed at different pointsI—- stati i
19624. Do they visit different districts ?ILY(:S, ocTcl;?i,o::ﬁyull sationed in Quebee.
19625. Have you had anything to do with the se; 1i
‘ L £
going on recently ?‘;N ot personally. They came withilrzlugﬁi ((i)istlrlictl:ltmll')sutﬂiafna{:iavet?l‘?en
personally to.do with them. ’ e
. 19626. Were they more particularly connected wi
e 526, Wore they more I with the Cus
H. PeTIT.

toms ?—They came
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19627. Can you tell the Commissioners if there is much illicit distilling or manu-
facture of intoxicating liquors going on in your district ?—The quantity of illicit spirits
manufactured is very small indeed, and we very seldom discover more than a quart or a
gallon or two gallons. It is very bad stuff.

19628. Have you reason to believe that the manufacture goes on to a much greater
extent than you have indicated 7--We have reason to believe that there is a great deal
of it made in the country, but it is very difficult to discover.

19629. By what class of people is the manufacture carried on!—-By farmers, some
of whom manufacture it.

19630. TIs the liquor whisky principally %—The principal manufacturers we have
discovered are farmers.

19631. Is it all whisky they make ?—Yes ; they are of the poorer class of farmers,
of course.

19632. From what do they manufacture this whisky ?—From molasses. That is
all we discover, at any rate.

19633. Do they use any potatoes —They may do so.

19634. Do they use any grain +—We seldom discover any, we do not know.

19635. Have you reason to suppose they use grain {—Sometimes they use oats.

19636. What is your reason for believing that a good deal of illicit manufacture
goes on when you have told the Commissioners that you only seize a gallon here and
there, or even n quart?—My reason is that we receive anonymous letters from persons
in regard to distilling in the country districts. '

19637. Advising you regarding persons who are illicitly distilling in the country?
—Yes, but when we send our officers there, they do not discover evidences of distillation.

19638, Is it your experience that people are unwilling to come forward and give
evidence in those cases?—We have to depend entirely on informers for that purpose.

19639. Are you assisted in any way by the police or municipal authorities, or do
you depend on the exertions of your own staff entirely ! —On the exertions of our own
staff and on informers. '

19640. What is the reward of the informer in the event of your obtaining convic-
tion ?-—He receives four-fifths of the assessed value of the article seized and the fuld
amount of the fine imposed, that is if it is paid ; ifit is not paid, he gets half the amount.

19641. What is the amount of the fine —From 3100 to $500 and six months. I
suppose the Judge in some cases can impose a penalty of $50.

19642. Do you think the country loses a great deal of revenue from this illicit
manufacture 7—No, I think the loss is very trifling. The quality of the spirit manu-
factured is very poor, and we have never detected any considerable quantity of it.

19643. Still you think a good deal is manufactured?—Yes ; the difficulty is to
catch the manufacturers.

]&l644. If your suggestion is correct, must not the Government lose revenue, be-
cause those who drink this illicitly made stuff would probably drink something else?
—When I say a good deal is manufactured, I mean that the persons manufacturing it
are numerous, but the quantity manufactured is very trifling.

19645. Not large —No. They use all kinds of vessels for the manufacture, in-
cluding milk cans, they use a kind of cauldron with a cover on the top. Itis like a
kettle. but made of cast iron. They attach a worm to it, and there is a condensing
apparatus. .

The Commission adjourned.
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QUEBEC, September 7th, 1892,

The Royal Commission met this day at 10.30 a.m., Sir Josepn Hicksox; Chairman
of the Commission, presiding.

Present :

Jupce McDoNALD. REev. Dr. McLEob.
Mg. E.,F. CLARKE. Mg. G. A. GiGAULT.

JOHN M. McKAY, M.D,, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

19646. Of what College are you a graduate 1—Bishop’s College.

19647. Are you a native of this Province —Yes.

19648. How long have you resided in Quebec 7—18 years,

19649. In the city 7—Near the city, two and a half miles out.

19650. Are you practising your profession at the present time!—At the present
time I am at my establishment.

19651. Are you proprietor of the Belmont Retreat 9—T am.

19652. How long has the institution been in existence '— 30 years.

19653. Have you been there all that time %-—No, T have becn there over tive years

19654. How many inmates can -you accommodate in the institution %—About 100‘

19655. Are a certain number of the inmates sent there by the Government —Yes.

19656. Are the others there voluntarily !—They are private boarders; very fess;
eome voluntarily. ,

19657. What proportion of the inmates are sent there at the Government expense?
—Very few ; just now there is only cne. P
19658, Have you more than that nuinber sometimes !—The most we ever had was

\

25.
19659. You mean inmates kept there at the expense of the Government 7—Yes.

- 19660. For what I might call private patients, have you a regular scale of charges?
—Yes.

19661. Have you gradation of accommodation and char
: : - é ge—Yes.

19662. T think you said the whole of the patients were not there voluntagily -—
No, very few.

19663. What do you mean !—Very few come to ; iy -
by their parents. us voluntarily ; they are sent there

19664. Under some order of a court —Some interdi o
interdicted by their family. interdict themselves and others are
19665. With respect to those sent there by the Govern
. P . 'nment, what rules are observed
in regard to discharging them?—Dr. Vallée is the i : e
order, and go away b; his order. e inspector. They come in by his

19666. And the others, who are in the instituti . .
exercise their own option in the matter I—The f&milyl (:1[:):: private patients, I suppose
famil%gfg-.ngu mean as regards the patients who are there by arrangement with their

19668. But have you not patients who go there vol Tl T hav

19669. Do they come and stay with yoa simply ,;/i ;’(‘;?mly? I have some.
_19670. Can you give the Commissioners any idea of the number of -those in the
institution-who are permanently cured I—About 50 per cent, s

19671. Do you think that 50 per cent of those enteri N
sober, steady men I—Yes. entering the institution go out

Jou~n M. McKav.
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19672. And remain so?—Yes.

19673. Have you many instances of patients returning to the institution who have
been in there before 7—We have some.

J9674. Can you give the Commissioners any idea as to the percentage of those in
the institution who have been there more than once !—About 25 during the year.

19675. Out of how many ; what is your average 7---My average is between 300 and
400 a year. ‘

19676. And ycu think 25 of those now there have been there before 7—During my
time I mean.

19677. Have any of those been there more than once —Yes, a few have been there
five or six times, and perhaps eight times. They did not stay long enough. b

19678. Do you receive any Government grant from your institution I did at one
time, but this year I did not get any.

"' 19679. Your grant was cut off Tt was cut off for the sake of economy.

19680. Would vou have any objection to supplying the Commissioners with a copy
of your scale of charges 7—No. The scale of charges is from $5.00 to $10.00 and $12.00
per week.

19681. Have you no list %—Yes; I have a list showing rates from $7.00 to $10.00
per week. .

19682, Will you supply a copy of the list to the Commissioners ?—Yes, and a copy
of the regulations too. -

19683. Have you any records from which you could supply the Commissioners
with a statement of the number of persons who have been there since the institution
has been opened {—1I have a record, but I should object to give information.

19684. Will you furnish the Commissioners with the numbers, not the names?—
Yes.

By Rev. Dr. Mecleod :

19685. Are the patients in your institution persons who have been for a long time
excessive drinkers 7—Some of them are.

19686. Are some of them those who are ordinarily known as moderate drinkers 7—
No.

19687. And who occasionally drink to excess, or are they persons who always
drank to excess !—-I think they are all persons who have been drinking to excess for a
long tine.

19638. Are they all old persons ?—They are from 35 to 45 or 50 years of age.

19688a. Have you any younger than 35 at any time %—Yes. .

19689. Many 7—We have had some as young as 18 years; that was the youngest.

19690. Have you any means of kno.wing anything about the family histories of the
patients in your institution, whether their parents were drinking people or not —I have
no means of ascertaining that fact except by personal knowledge. '

19691. Do you know from your own knowledge whether any considerable propor-
tion of the.inmates are children of parents who were drinking people —As a general
rule.

19692, Have you reason to believe that the drinking habits of parents predispose
their children to alcoholism ¢—1I have. Co

By the Chairman :

19693. It is your opinion that they do?—That is my opinion. Some may drink
without that predisposition.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19694. Do you know whether persons discharged from your institution, or who
have voluntarily left it, and who have returned to be treated again, have fallen into the
drink habit a second time because of the facilities for getting drink by the open sale of
drink everywhere ?—-I think it was because they were not cured.

19695. About how long is one required to remain to have a permanent cure
effected 7-—The treatment is supposed to last between three and four months.
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19696. In treating the patients, do you shut off drink from them immediately they
come under your care —Yes, immediately ; there is not a drop of liquor in the house.

19697. You do not taper off the liquor supply, but you shut it off suddenly %—At
once.

19698. Do you think there are any who goout of your institution apparently'cured
who would remain cured if they could not get drink in drink shops along the street ?—
If they were not cured I think they would try to get liquor, and if they? could not get
it in the store, they would try to get it somewhere else. . ’ °

19699. Do you ever find that a man whom you believe to be cured and who is
cured really, comes back again 9—No. I have some who have come into the institution
off and on during five years ; but when they are really cured. they never return.

19700. Do you think that if the drink sale were stopped, it would help the men
who come out of your institution -—Yes ; but it would not help me.

19701. Your occupation would be gone 7—My usefulness would be gone.

19702. You would not be here if your occupation were gone, that is curing
inebriates %—-I should be glad if everybody could be cured. o °

19703. Do you think a prohibitory law, if it were well enforced, and if all the
drink shops were shut up, would have a tendency to lessen the number of inebriates
and so destroy the value of your institution —If it was enforced—-if it could be enforced
there is no doubt of it. ’

19704, If it could be enforced, it would do good % Yes.

By the Chairmman :

19705. Do you think that a law prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale
of intoxicating drink is desirable I—1I think so. P ’

1?706' With your knowledge of the state of public opinion on the subject, do you
think it could be efficiently carried out %—I cannot answer that question.

19707. What is your opinion !—In my opinion it would be very hard to do so; in
this country it would be very hard to carry out such a law. ’

19708. Then your answer 1s, that it would be very difficult to carry out such a law
efficiently %—Yes.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19709. Do you think there are men who would quit drinki

) ] puit drinking and be glad to do so
if they could not get the liquor ?—They often express that opinion at "‘)‘cplace; they
say they “’Q“ld be very glad to be cured and not meet with any liquor again.

By the Chairman :

19710., But would a prohibitory law necessaril t aetting li
would make it more difficult for them to get it. y prevent them getting liquort—It

19711. Do you think if there was a prohibitory law enacted and put in force, it
would prevent those who desire to drink getting liquor 1—1 think so. ’

19712. Remember you have told us that it would be very difficult of enforcement?
—Yes; I meant in that particular. If T understood you l‘iéhtly you put the questiori
like this: If you make a law and put it in force. Now, if it is in force, certainly it will
prevent them drinking. ’ ’ Y

197 13. You have told us that in your opinion a prohibitory law, that is a law pro-
hibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors,is desirable. You
said you thought such a law would be very difticult to enfor:e. The’n you said in ans-
wer to another question, that, if ‘a prohibitory law was in existence, those who’desired
to drink would be unable to get it?—T think I said that it would be more difficult for
them to get it.

19714. Would it prevent those who desired to get drink obtaining it? You have
already said, in effect, that you are doubtful if a prohibitory law could be eficiently car-
ried out, and you have said that a prohibitory law would prevent those who desi);‘e to
get drink obtaining it. Did you mean that?—No. :

Joux M. McKav.
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By Judge McDonald :

19715. Have you had reason to suppose that persons brought to your institution
had been injured by the quality of liquor they drank, that is to say, that it was adulter-
ated and impure stuff, which would have an effect on them wholly different from the
effect of pure liquor 7—Yes. ‘ .

19716. Have you madeita study in order to ascertain what compounds were used ?
—No. I do not know what they have taken, but I remember that on one occasion a
patient was much worse than others.

19717. We have been told that in sowme places the drink taken by those people is
impure in quality, and instead of producing drunkenness it makes men crazy. . Have
you seen such cases !-—Yes.

19718. Have you reason to believe that such a condition might result from impure
or adulterated liquors?—Yes. :

19719. Are records kept of the persons who have been through your institution
during the whole period of 25 years!—Yes.

19720. Do you know whether the children of former inmates have ever come in for
treatment —1I cannot say.

19721. What age was the youngest person who has been in the institution ?— About
18 years.

19722. And the oldest 7—Over 60.

19723. How would the inmates run proportionately as to sex!—There are a great
many more men than women.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19724. Another question in regard to this desire to get drink. Do you think
that men cured or helped, while they do not desire to get drink, yet seeing liquor, are
tempted to drink, and they fall? Is that true !—I do not understand you.

19725. Here is a man whois an inebriate. He goes into your institution and
comes out cured. He really does not desire to drink again, but drink is all about him ;
do you know of cases in which men, simply because the drink was about themn, have
been tempted and have fallen t—No. They all report to me that they are not tempted.

19726. Are they so thoroughly cured that they have no further desire for drink?
—Yes. They overcome the temptation and avoid the occasion.

19727. Do you know whether it would be safe for a man cured in your institution
to try and drink moderately +—It would not be safe.

19728. Do you think he would soon fall into excesses --—He would not have been
cured. If he drank moderately afterwards, I should not consider him cured ; if he was
not a teetotaller afterwards T should not consider him cured.

19729. He would not be cured if he drank moderately %---No.

19730. Do you treat any other cases than cases of inebriety ?—Yes, we have some
other cases, cases of insanity of a mild form.

19731. Is it insanity produced by alcoholism I—No, not supposed to be.

By Judge McDonald :

19732. Do you, in dealing with those people in whom the evil effects have followed
over-indulgence of aleohol, consider that they are suffering from a disease 1—1 do.
19733. Do you treat it accordingly T do.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19734. Is yours the bichloride of gold treatment %—No.

19735. Do you object to telling the Commissioners, in a general way, what your
treatment is —No. I treat my patients with paraldehyde and strychnine. There is
also what we may call moral treatment. The patients are all kept together, and they
avoid temptation. They are not allowed to have any money in their possession, or
jewels. They cannot go in and out as they please. They can go into the grounds
around the establishment, which cover 50 acres. They have entertainment in the
house, and are always in my sight.
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19736. Have you had occasion to visit any other institution where inebriates are
treated 7 —Yes.

19737. Do you know of any place where the system of treatment is the adminis-
tration of alcohol in every shape, mixed with food and so on ?--No. T haveheard of it,
but I have no faith in it. i

19738. Is that system ever followed %—T do not think so. A man would soon fill
his house if he started such a place.

19739. T have heard of a system of treatment in which large quantities of alcohol
were given, until there was perfect disgust on the part of the person taking it —You
cannot disgust a drinker with liquor. There cannot be such an institution.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19740. Have you other than inebriates in your institution ? - Yes.

19741. Are the larger number inebriates -~ Yes.

19742, T think you said that four months are generally required to effect cures 1—
Between three and four months.

19743. Do you rvemember any case where after a patient; had remained four
months, he returned after a lapse of time?-——Yes, I remember two cases like that.

19744, Did you conclude that they must not have been cured when they went out,
although they had remained in the institution four months -1 should say so. In some
cases the patients go out because they cannot afford to remain any longer.

19745. When the Government made a grant, what was the amount given 7 The
grant was given forabout 30 years, it was 8490 a year. ’

‘ 19746, Was that amount supposed to pay the expenses of patients sent there by
the Government 7--No. The patients sent there by the Government are paid for under
a contract, so much per head. 'The grant was only to give us a chance to charge less to
poor people. '

19747. On what plan does the Government send inmates to your institution 2 How
do they determine who shall go, and by what authority is this determined - It is worked
on the same principle as Beauport asylum.  The same fireman, for example does for my
place ; the last one we had we got from Beauport.  Dr. Vallée found he was not at the
right place, and sent him to me.

19748, But here is a man whois aninebriate. Is it necessary that his family should
get the certificate of a physician’ in order‘ to procure his adinission 7—1f he came to my
place under Government authority, the family would have to state that he was a crazy
man.

19749. Then the Government does not send any one to you because he is an inebriate !
—They send them to me because they are supposed to be Ernz)‘ through liquor.

19750. Then it is a case of in<anity, and it is by reason of his insanity that the
man is sent to you #—The fact is that.contract is not worth much. )

) 19751. Do you not get a certain amr(.)unt per head under your contract with the
Government, does not the (xm'ermnept give you so much for each patient?—£122 a
year ; but the Government are not obliged to send any particular number, and they send
only those who are supposed to be crazy through liquor. ’ .

By the Chairman :

19752. What is the system followed : are the patients sent by order of Dr. Vallée?
—Yes. ’

19753. He finds some patients in the institution at Beauport that are suitable cases
for your establishment and he orders them to be sent there —-There has been for years
an understanding between the two institutions.  Beauport will not receive any persons
supposed to be crazy through liquor, but T must receive them. I will not. however
receive them unless Dr. Vallée gives me the necessary order. ’ ’

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19754. You are not supposed to receive insane patients, except such as are insane
by reason of drink ¢—1I have orders not to receive the others.
Jou~x M. McKay. :
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By Mr. Clarke :

19755. Would you think yourself obliged to pass a prohibitory law because some
people drink to excess and become insane and are incarcerated in your asylum ¢—No; I
am not ready to answer that question,

19756. Do not the great majority of people who use liquor use it in moderation
and not in excess?--Yes.

19757. Would you favour the establishment of asylums by the Dominion or by
the Provinces for the treatment of people made insane through alcoholism ?—Yes.

19758, Is drunkenness increaging or decreasing in this province I think it is
increasing.

19759. To what do you attribute that fact ?-—To the increasing number of hotels and
saloons.

19760. Is the number of places where liquor is sold in the province increasing or
decreasing ? —T thiuk it is increasing.

19761. Have you any patients from the rural districts ? —Yes.

19762. Ts the number of patients from the rural districts increasing?--T do not know.

19763. Would it be a good thing to recommend the imposition of high duties on
strong spirits, such as whisky, brandy, gin and rum, and the lowering of the duties on
the lighter intoxicants, wine and beer ?-— I do not know, T think it would be advisable
to appoint an analyst,

19761. You think it would be well to have an analyst appointed to inspect and
analyse the liquors? -Yes. '

19765. Would you favour the passage of a prohibitory law, a law prohibiting the
manufacture, as well as the importation and sale of liquor?—Yes, if it could be main-
tained in foree. .

19766. Could it be maintained or enforced, if enacted ? Would there be any dif-
ficulty in enforcing it in this province ;—TI think it could, I suppose it could, but T do
not know.

19767. Do you know any country where prohibition is in existence 7—Yes.

19768 Where - In the State of Maine.

19769. Do you know anything about the condition of affairs there - No.

By Mr. Grgault :

19770. How do you come to the conclusion that drunkenness has increased in this
province 2By what T see every day.

19771. Have you been all over the province 2—1 think I have been all over the
province.

19772. How does it occur that other witnesses have said that drunkenness has
decreased 7—-T do not know, perhaps they have not been through the province.

19773. Tf the arrests or convictions for drunkenness have decreased, how can you
come to the conclusion that drunkenness has increased ?—I come to that conclusion from
what T have seen. When I came here to Quebec T did not see as much drunkenness
then as I see now. That is my opinjon. 1 go to Montreal very often, and there is the
same state of things there, T go to Ottawa, and I see the same state of things. Per-
haps before T was in this branch of business I did not remark cases of drunkenness so
much.

19773a. Could you suggest any amendments to the Jaw in regard to the habitual
drunkard ?—The only suggestion I could make would be to pass a law that would per-
mit people to inearcerate habitual drunkards. We have no such law now.

By the Chairman :

19774. TIs it your opinion that any ‘one~fnund intoxicated and taken in charge by
the police should be committed to an institution, or would you give these persons a
second trial 7 —It is no use to give a second trial to a drunkard, because he will surely
fall. .
19775. Are there not many men who are not habitual drunkards who are occa-
sionally found drunk and taken in charge by the police %I saw yesterday, by the
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evidence of the Recorder, that the police were arresting drunkards, even if they were
not making any noise or disturbance. I did not know such was the case.

19776. At what point would you consider it necessary to take away a man’s indi-
vidual liberty. Would it be for the first offence or for the second offence ? At what
point would you commence the system of committing drunkards to an institution %---If
he was not an habitual drunkard I would pass over the first offence.

19777. Who would you consider a habitual drunkard?- A man who gives trouble
to his family.

19778. We were told by the Recorder yesterday that there are 40 or 30 people,
habitual drunkards, who come before him again and again and with whose faces he
is quite familiar I—1I consider an habitual drunkard is one who drinks strong liquor. A
person who takes three drinks of strong liquor a day T consider to be an habitual drunkard.

19779. Would you apply the rgle to & man who takes three drinks of strong
liquor daily, and should he be placed in an institution 2-—No. not the first time he took
it, but he will become an alcoholic, after a certain time, and when that tine arrives I
would advise that he be sent to an institution to be cured.

19780. We are speaking of a public institution to take charge of drunkards, and I
am anxious to know your view as to the point at which you would take away a man’s
liberty and place him there #—1I yould place a man in such an institution when his
family were not able to manage him.

19781. On the application of the family 7 Yes.

19782. What would you do in regard to those taken in charge by the police ; a
man found drunk on the streets and creating a disturbance, if it was a second offence,
‘would you send him to the institution.?*That would be a local law, a law passed by
the City Council, and the carrying of it out would be left to the Recorder, T suppose.

19783. Thisinquiry is directed to finding out the best means of preventing intemper-
ance. I understood you to suggest that it would be well to have an institution in which to.
incarcerate drunkards. I desire to get your view as to the point in the career of a drunkard
when he should be sent to such an institution. 8o long as he committed no offence
against the public peace or morals. would it not be difficult to interfere with his Liberty ?
—Often people come to my place and beg me take a person whom the family cannot
manage. I cannot take him, because there is no law. I suppose if there was a law
that would permit the family to put that man in an institution, he would get relief.

19784. What is the law in the Province of Quebec in recard to that matter %—There
is no other law than ‘interdiction.  The friends must provzz that the man spends his
money foolishly and drinks and: injures his health and so on.

19785. Is it your opinion that men who come habitually before the Police Court
for drunkenness should be committed to an institution and an attempt made to cure
them ?—It depends. Those who are going before the Police Court in - that manner are
not people I would like to take into my institution. They might be drunkards, but
they might also be something else.

19786. We are speaking of drunkards and the treatment of drunkards. Ts it your
view that men who are habitually committed to jail for drunkenness by the Magistrate
or Recorder should be sent to some institution with a view to reform?—T think it
would be better to send them to an institution than to send them to jail, because, as the
Recorder said yesterday, as soon as they come out they go back to drink.

19787. Would you have any hope of reforming such men and making them tem-
perate —1I think so. i

19788. Do you think they might be made temperate and sober men of society 21
think so.

19789. Then yOll thillk tha,t a,ftel' SuCh persons ha,ve been co,nmitted a certain
number of times, they should be sent to some institution under the Government control
where they could be treated #—T think it would cure them.,

19790. Have you formed any opinion as to the kind of liquor that is most in-
jurious, spirits, wine or beer - No.

19791.- Have you taken any trouble to ascertain the patients’ weakness as regards
liquor #—All my patients take strong liquor.

Joun M. McKay.
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19792. Spirits I—-Yes. :

19793. Do you consider that beer and wine are as injurious as spirits % Not wine,
but other liquors are. I am a teetotaler myself and do not use alcoholic liquors.

19794. I ask the question hecause there are those who advise the encourage-
ment of the use of beer and wine and the discountenancing of the use of spirits. Do
you think that spirits are the most injurious ?—1I do not see the necessity of giving spirits.

19795. Which is the most injurious of the three classes, spirits, beer or wine ?—
Spirits.

By Mr. Clarke :

19796. Have you any beer drinkers incarcerated in your establishment: men who
did not drink strong spirits —No.

19797. Do you yourself use tobacco —I do. -

19798. Is that a necessary article to use, does it promote health 2-—No, I do not
think so.

19799. Do you think you would be better without it ?—Yes.

19800. Would you favour the enactment of a law to prohibit the use of tobacco?
—No. .

19801.- But you think it is desirable to stop the sale of liquor, and to establish an
institution for the incarceration of people who use alcohol to excess %- ~If you could do it.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19802. Do you think it would be safe for one of your cured patients to use wine
moderately after he had come out of your institution ?—No, I advise them not to take it.

19803. Do you think, from your experience and observation, that total abstinence
would be a benefit to the health, physically and mentally, of the people generally %I
think so. .

WILLIAM RAE, of Quebec, merchant and ship-owner, on being duly sworn,
deposed as follows :— :

By the Clairman :

19804. I think you are the chief representative of and a member of the firm of
Allans, Rae & Co. %—Yes.

19805. And you have resided in Quebec, how many years {-—Thirty-one years.

19806. During all that time, have you had to do with the ocean steamers of the
Allan Line?—Yes.

19807. And also with shipping —-Yes.

19808. You have had necessarily to employ a good deal of labour in Quebec?—-Yes,
a great deal.

19809. Have you had much trouble with your men on the score of drunkenness?
—-I have never had any trouble. T may say that we have never suffered any inconveni-
ence. The great majority of our men are sober, hard-working people.

19810. Do you think there is more drinking among the men now than there was
ten or twelve years ago or less -—It is very difficult to grade the matter, but so far as
my observation goes, I think there is less drinking than there was when I came to
Quebec first.

19811. To what do you attribute that change? Have you given the subject much
thought ?—It has sometimes occurred to w:e that men are not as well off as formerly,
but I cannot say. C

19812. Do you think the business of Quebec is not quite so goed as formerly +—1I
think there really is a growing tendency among the labourers to discourage drinking ;
that is my conviction.
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19813. When you spoke about men not being so well off as they were formerly in
Quebec, did you mean that the trade of the city is not so prosperous as formerly ?— Yes.

19814. But in your particular line, has not business really been larger 7—We have
more steamers, but.we make less out of them. *

19815. Have you not a larger number of men employed than in former years —1
do not think so. There has been less work done in Quebec since the deepening of Lake
St. Peter than there was before, and although we have more steamers, we do not employ
more labourers. We have about the same amount of business divided among a larger
number of steamers.

By Mr. Clarke :
19816. You are speaking entirely of the city of Quebec, T suppose I Entirely so.
By the Chairman :

19817. On what terms are your men employed 2—All the labourers we employ
belong to the Ship Labourers’ Society, and we pay the wages as regulated by that
society, so much for day work and so much for night work. )

19818, Are the men under your control when they are doing vour work 1—Entirely so.

19819. They are not controlled by the society directly ?—i;l‘hey cannot break any
rule of the society in doing their work. If any man or men broke a rule, the result
would be that he or they would be out of work. ’

19820. Who is the head of the society I—1I forget at the moment the name of the
president. The Ship Labourers’ Society has a president, secretary-treasurer and com-
mittee, and also a sub-committee.

19821. Of the men who work in and about your ships, can you tell the Conmission
if many are abstainers from the use of intoxicating liquors?—No; T cannot say as to
that. Al T can say is, that in my recollection, T have never seen any of our men under
the “influence,” as it is called. :

19822, You mean when on duty ?—Yes: or off duty, when I happen to see them
as I often do in the streets. . ’

19823, Taking Quebec generally, has drunkennesssincreased or decreased in late
years, in your opinion—I am not in the way of gathering opinions about the city.
generally ; but in regard to the men who come under my ()T)servati(m, I can speak a;
regards them. .

19224. Do you consider it desirable that an Act of the Dominion Parliament
should be passed prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicatin
liquors —Certainly not. 1 do not think it is desirable, .

19825, For what reason %—Charity begins at home. I should object very strongly
to being prevented from drinking in moderation, that is, what I consider nﬁ’;demti%ﬁ
It would be an interference with my liberty that [ shoul,d resent. l / .

19826. Do you think such a law, if enacted, could be efficientl
would be absolutely impossible.

By Mr. Clarke :

19827. Would you favour high license as a means of, reducing the evils of intem-
perance —I would favour anything that would tend to put the s;]e of liquors in ever
distri~t into honest hands, and would support whatever conclusion a comm?ttee specially
appointed, might come to on the question of restriction ; and whatever the I‘ectimrmevm'lefi
tion might be, whether high license or otherwise, I would favour it ia.m not in a
position myself to give an opinion as to whether a certain system w'fnuld be effectual
or not. o

19828. Would you favour the adoption of provisions to secure frequent inspections
of lignor sold in hotels and taverns?—Certainly I would. ( ! P ]

19829. But you would oppose the passage of a
could do so.

19830. As being an interference with your own rights 1—Y
rights.

y carried out ?—1It

prohibitory measure 8o far as I

es, with my personal

WiLniam Rag.
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19831. Would you favour the imposition of heavier duties on spirits, such as
brandy, whisky or rum —I have often thought that would be a good thing, and at the
same time diminish the burdens on light wines; but that question is also answered
by my former reply—that I would leave this subject to a body specially appointed to
consider the whole matter.

19832. You have had no difficulty, you say, as a very large employer of labour, on
account of the prevalence of drunkenness among the men you have employed -—None
whatever.

By Judge McDonald :

19833. Have you found during your residence in Quebec that there has been quite
a change in the social customs of the people as to drinking #—I am not aware there is
any serious change.

19834. Have you not noticed any diminution in the drinking customs of society
during the last 31 years?—Not in the society to which T have been accustomed.

19835. You have not noticed any growth of total abstinence sentiment?—Most
decidedly not. T speak only with regard to the circle to which I am accustomed.

19836. You have not noticed this change in any other circle of society ?-—Certainly
not ; I do not know any other circle of society.

19837. But possibly as a business man and as an obsepver you may have had an
opportunity of noticing other people, and the customs of society —No, I cannot say that
T have.

19838. Is it a rule in your employ to serve out liquor to your men, or sailors on
board of your ship — At no time did we ever do such a thing.

19839. The old rule was to serve out a certain quantity of rum or grog, as it was
called, to every sailor as part of rations?---I cannot speak about that. It must have
been in older days than those with which I am acquainted. It never was practised in
my time.

19840. Is there any reason why it is not done %—There are a great many reasons.

19841. Will you be kind enough to state them?—The expense. and the belief
that exists, that it is not of advantage to an employer to give his employees intoxicating
drink. .

19842, You have stated you would resent any interference by law with your own
right to use liquors.  You have also stated that in the circle in which you moved, there has
been no decrease in the consumption of intoxicating drinks for 31 years, and further
that as regards the persons in your employ you think it is better they should not have
any intoxicating drinks —1I do not see any comparison at all between the cases. I do
not see how your question is pertinent. ’On the one hand, a man is obtaining what
belongs to him, or what is presented to him at a table by a friend. In the other case,
it is serving out grog to men whoare employed, in that way enticing them to drink ; for
such a man often thinks that if he does not drink the grog, he is throwing away so
much. There is no comparison whatever between the position of a man sitting at a
friend’s table and taking a glass of wine, and serving out grog to men who are working
for you.

y19843. T want to know whether you think a distinction should be made between a
person moving in one circle of society and using liquor, and persons moving in a differ-
ent circle of society and obtaining liquor —I do not believe in compelling people. There
are differences, however, in all classes of society. We all move in certain circles, in
certain classes ; we all have certain habits and certain means. At the same time I would
leave the poor man as free to drink or abstain as I would demand that liberty for my-
self. :

19844, Then you would have no objection to the sailor taking with him a cer-
tain quantity of ale or other liquor when he started on a voyage, if he purchased
it himself and you did not give it to him 9—Tt is difficult to imagine a man taking drink
for a voyage.

19845. If you give him as good a right as you possess to gratify his taste,
why should he not take a certain quantity of spirits or liquor with him 7—1I do not
know whether a sailor takes it with him or not. I have not had an opportunity of
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making up my mind as to whether it would be objectionable for a man taking drink in
his bag or not. "

19846. Do you on your steamers supply intoxicating liquors to passengers!—1If
they pay for them, they can have them.

19847. You are not prepared to say what your opinion is in regard to allowing an
employee on one of your ships to carry liquor with him if he chose?—I think a man
who would carry liquor for the purpose of drinking would not be a desirable man to
employ.

19848. Why not? Ts it from fear that the liquor would unfit him for his duty ?—
As arule a man who would do so would be a man who would be likely to exceed
and a man likely to exceed is not desirable in our employ. ’

19849. Are the men who sail your vessels permitted to have the same privileges as
passengers in regard to purchasing liquor on board ?—That has never come up v?ithin
gly knowledge. I do not know what would happen if one of the sailors asked to buy

rink.

By the Chairman :

19850. There is no rule prohibiting captains of your steamers from taking a glass
of liquor or wine on board, I suppose I—There is no rule to that effect. °

19851, Do they not move in the same circle as saloon passengers, who %re privileged
to purchase liquor —Exactly so. ©

By Judge McDonald :

19852, Is there one rule for a man moving in a higher circle of society and another
rule for a man moving in a lower circle, one rule for an employer and another for an
employee I-—There is not. There is no different rule as between the rich and the poor.

By the Chairman :

19853. T suppose the men on your steamers do occasionally get liquor —1I do not
know.

19854. You do not take any means to ascertain whether they have liquor or not?
—No.

19855. Ts it the rule to sell liquor on the steamers 1—T could not say that.

19856. Do you know whether one of your engineers or quartermasters could go to
the bar and purchase liquor the same as any one else or not 7—1 do not know that there
is any real prohibition. ‘

19857. You think the captain can get what he likes %— Certainly.

19858. Of course he cannot exceed, or he would be removed from his position —
Decidedly.

19859. You do not know that the sailors do not al hase 1—
know whether they are free to do so or not. so purchase}—No. T do not

19860. If they took liquor on board you would not k £ K
their bags I—But if they showed the effects of liquor, we Wr(;?;l% k(::‘mzou do not searsh

19861. Then they might take liquor in their bags ?—They might. There is no
search made. ©

By Mr. Clarke :

19862. Do you know any mercantile line of steamers which serves grog to the sail-
ors I-——1I do not. °

19863. You demand the performance of certain duti \ at s
and on shore, T Suppose?—Yes uties from your employees at sea

19864. And if they do not perform that service i 1

% ) you discharge them ?—Yes.

19865. If they drank liquor to excess, you would’n t it i i
chom of their positions?- You, ot permit it, and you would relieve

19866. Have you suggested that you desire one rule to be applied to one class and an-
othel("i rule to arg)ther cIa.Iss gf the community respecting the use of liquor 2—No. It is not
my desire to do so. think all should be put on the s: footing, se 8
being limited by the means of the different people. same footing, the use  simply

WiLLiaM RaE.
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By the Chayrman :

19867. Did not that practice of serving grog on board ship prevail some years ago?
—T do not know. I think it was the practice in the Royal Navy.

19868. Is it not the practice to-day —I do not know.

19869. But is it your impression that it is the practice ’—My impression is that it
1s not.

19870. Am I right in concluding that grog was part of the rations of the sailors
that they received certain wages and certain rations -—No doubt.

By Judge McDonald :

. 19871. Was it not a rule in the navy under certain circumstances to stop a man’s
grog !—1I have heard the term used.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod:

19872. T understand you to say that if you knew of a sailor taking liquor on board
in his bag, you would discharge him ?—No. I would consider him an undesirable man
to have in our employ.

19873. Then sooner or later you would get rid of him %-—No doubt.

19874. You do get rid of undesirable people —So far as we can.

19875. If you knew one of your other men, other than the captain, drinking % You
can include the captain.

19876. Would you think a captain who took liquor on board would be an undesir-
able man ?—Any man who exceeded in the use of drink I would consider to be undesir-
able. .

19877. When a man goes beyond what point #—So as to interfere with his mental
capacity and his powers.

19878. Is that the same point in every case {—Undoubtedly not. We are wonder-
fully made.

19879. Then you would have to determine it by the effects on men as you observed
them I—Exactly. .

19880. Would you think a captain undesirable if you knew he took on his ship
certain choice liquors according to his own taste ?'—T have said I do not think a man
would be a desirable man, whether captain or sailor, who exceeded in drinking or eating,
or exceeded in any way.

19881, You said you thought a sailor who took liquor in his bag would be undesir-
able, and T desire to ask you how it would be in regard to a captain who took liquor with
him %--It would be evidence that he exceeded or was inclined to exceed.

19882. Then you would not think a captain desirable who purchased liquor at the
bar of one of your steamers -—The matter is entirely regulated by the captain’s conduct.
A captain could purchase liquor at the bar and take a drink and at the same time be a
temperate man. I consider it is not impossible.

19883. Would you think a sailor undesirable who purchased liquor at the bar of
one of your steamers I—1I do not think it is desirable for anybody filling a position on a
steamer to buy on hoard : I mean where a man is strictly on duty.

19884. Does the use of liquor interfere with the man’s efliciency when he is on
duty-?—Certainly, if he takes it in excess.

19885. But suppose he takes it moderately. Is it not a fact that the managers of
steamship companies regard men who drink at all as being untrustworthy +—No, I can-
not go so far as that.

19886. Are they considered undesirable ?—Any man who exceeds is of course un-
desirable, and as a rule I think captains and officers do not drink during a voyage, that
is, while they are on duty. I think that is a pretty well understood thing.

19887. If you knew there were men on board one of your ships, other than the cap-
tain, who were frequently purchasing liquor, would you regard them as undesirable, t: at
is, while the ship was on her voyage?—Yes, I should consider them undesirable.

19888. Would they be less fit for their duty because they drank —It would be.an
evidence of their being too much attached to it. But if the drink was taken in modera-
tion, it would not affect the man’s ability to discharge his duties.

63



Liquor Traffic—Quebec.

19889. Do you think drink hurts one class and not another class #—It must affect
people differently. It is just as I have said, that one man is different from another ;
one man can take much more than another without any visible effects. ’

19890. Does it affect one grade of society differently from another grade of society ¢
—T do not know how the different qualities of liquor affect people. One grade of socievty
would find it impossible to drink the stuff that another grade might take.

19891. Then it is a question of the quality of the article consumed —The quality of
the article has a great deal to do with it.

19892. I think you have said with regard to this grog allowance, that you do not
think it would be advantageous to give intoxicating drink to sailors aspart of their al-
lowance. Why not?—Because, in effect, you induce a man to drink who would natur-
ally be both mentally and physically better without it.

19893. Is the same thing true of the inducement to a man to drink in the home of
his friend. The wine is put before him, and he is thereby induced to drink. Is that a
disadvantage —1I do not think anybody induces you to drink. No person that I know
of would induce a man to drink who said he was an abstainer.

19894. But drink is placed before the guests. Suppose drink is offered as a matter
of hospitality in any shape, is that a disadvantage —Yes.

19895. You have said something about imposing heavier duties on liquors. Would
such tariff change be class legislation, and have the effect of increasing the price of
liquors, or would only the rich people be able to purchase them, and the poor be
unable to procure them I—No, I do not mean it in that way.

19896. What do you mean by your reference to restriction? You propose to have
the trade restricted. Why do you propose to have it restricted 7—1I do not think I said
that. I think I said I would leave that to be decided by a body specially constituted
for the purpose. I would approve, as far as possible, ani' action towards diminishing
the number of unlicensed groggeries and shebeens where the sale is illegal. °

19897. Would you limit the number of licensed places?—I am not prepared to
answer that question. I would join in any plan to promote temperance, and I would
leave that question to be settled by a bofly specially selected, who would decide as to
the means to be employed to that end, whether by restricting the nutber of licenses
or imposing heavier fees, or other measures. T would leave that subject to a I)od‘yi
specially appointed to consider the matter. T am not prepared to give an opinion
on it. ‘

19898, But you would favour whatever restriction such a body might suggest, T
understand -—Yes. . K Y

19899. Why would you favour restrictions I—Upon rinei i Hme-
thing that woulc{ be prac)t,ica] and possible. pon the principle of doing some
dei k1;)900. Why is it necessary to restrict the trade?—Do you mean the trade in

rin

19901. Yes.—Because there are certain classes of men who exceed, and do not
know how to control themselves. ’

19902. Then you think the restriction of the trade would be a protection to those
men !—Yes, to the comparatively small percentage of the population who are inclined
to exceed.

] 19903. Do you believe any percentage of that large proportion who are not now
disposed to exceed are likely to become .excessive users of strong drink %—I do not
suppose 8o.

19904. You do not think so #—No. I judge others by myself.

19905. You said that there was a strong tendency to diseourage drinking +—1I did
but I referred to excessive drinking ; I mean drinking to excess. ° ° ’

19906. Is there a tendency to discourage the drinking of liquor, either in moder-
ation or otherwise I—1I did not say that I saw any occasion to interfere with drinking
in moderation.

19907.\ 'DO. you believe, fron} your observation, that moderate drinking tends to
excessive drinking I—I do not believe it tends to excess.

19908. Do you believe the numerous drink shops tempt men to drink who other-
wise would abstain —1I cannot give any opinion on that question ; 1 do not know.

WiLLian RaE.
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19909. Do you give any preference to men who do not drink as regards entering
your employment ?—I never ask the question as to whether a man is a teetotaler, or
what his religion is.  If he does his work, that is all I want.

19910. You have said that you think prohibition would be altogether impossible to
enforce. Why do you think so%—1 say so simply from the knowledge I ;possess of
human nature. T know it is impossible to stop the use of liquor.

19911. Do you think human nature is indisposed to obey law !—Human natureTis
certainly indisposed to obey certain laws that would interfere with individual liberty.

19912. Do not all laws, more or less,interfere with individual liberty ? Does the
individual not have to submit himself to law for the common good %I do not believe
in short metre. You cannot make a man honest and virtuous or sober by law.. I think
that will perhaps answer several questions you have asked. .

19913. Do you believe a law might make it more difficult for a man to be drunken,
dishonest and vicious 7—No, I think it would encourage some men.

19914. You believe that because an evil thing is prohibited, therefore a man will
do that thing?—There are certain men who are affected in that way no doubt.

19915. Would that be the effect with the generality of men?—I do not think the
generality of men are law-breakers. ,

19916. You are a law-observer, of course #—Yes.

19917. You may not be quite in favour of every provision of the law, but as a good
citizen with the common good in view, would you not submit yourself to that law,
although it does wot meet with your approval on certain points —I would not submit
to a prohibitory law.

19918. You would rebel against that I—Decidedly.

19919. Do you think there is a large number of men of that way of thinking #—
Yes, the majority take the view I express.

19920. Do you think that is the opinion of the country at large?—That is my
belief. I believe the majority of the people are against prohibition, simply because it
would lead to greater evils. ]

19921. Upon what do you base your opinion ‘that the majority of the people are
opposed to prohibition - Just in the same way that I form an opinion on any other
subject submitted to me. My belief is that the majority of the people are opposed to
intoxication. If you ask me why I hold that opinion, and on what basis my conviction
rests, I reply that my conviction is basefl on what I feel and believe. In the same way
my conviction on the prohibition question 1s based on the same sort of feeling—some-
thing for which you cannot give chapter and verse, but which you know in your hones
is true.

19922. Have you read the papers of the country at large for any length of time
touching the matter of prohibition, so as to be able to judge what public opinion is ¢—
I do not know that T have devoted a large portion of my time to reading up the subject
of prohibition : I have not.

19923. Have you read the newspapers generally I—1 read a good many newspapers.

19924. Have you noticed this, touching the record covering a period of 30 years,
that in reading the newspapers of the Dominion you ﬁpd ?here is more said about pro-
hibition, and the papers are more favourably cqnmdermg it than 25 or 30 years agol—
I would rather you did not put any more questions to e, because it seems to me that
I have answered everying that could reasonably be expected. )

19925. You have expressed an opinion, and you have a right to express an opinion,
and we have a right to ask on what you base that upinion‘. thsn you say that you
simply feel it in your bones, I have a right to ask you.how it gets into your bones !—I¢t
was a figurative expression of mine, meaning the effect it produces on my system.

19926. I should like to know how you get that feeling?—I have not got time I
think to go on and give you all the reasons for my belief. .

By the Chairman: '

19927. 1 understood you to say that you felt that prohibition was impracticable
from your knowledge and observation *—Yes.
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

19928, I ask you on what you base your statement, what is the extent of your
observation, and have you any close and intimate knowledge of the subject I—I decline
to answer, because the subject is too large.

19929. If there were a prohibitory law passed, you yourself would oppose it after
it were passed 9—I have said that my feeling would be to oppose it.

19930. Even if it were passed -—Yes, my feeling would be to oppose it. I do not
say I would break the law,

By Judge McDonald :

19931. In regard to the imposition of higher duties: would you confine the use of
the heavier spirits to particular classes?—I indicated in my general observations that T
would favour restriction as proposed by some body especially appointed to consider the
whole matter and decide what would be best.  As a matter of personal opinion, I think
a reduction of the duties on light wines would be favourable to temperance.

19932. And you would make the heavier liquors and spirits pay heavier duties —
I do not say I would do that ; I do not suppose there is any doubt that light wines are
less injurious. :

19933. Then you would encourage the consumption of light wines?—Yes.

19934, You have said that abominable stuff is sold at some places. Do you refer to
adulterated compourds that are sold —Yes.

19935. Have you ever noticed yourself the effects of these compounds on parties?
—1T could not say as to the results of each deleterious, poisonous stuff.

19936. When it is sold, do not parties become crazy rather than drunk?—I have
heard it stated, but I have not observed anything of the kind myself.

By the Chairman :

19937. But you are uqde:r the impression that adulterated stuff is sold —Yes.
19938. Do you think it is sold to any considerable extent —I have been told so H
it is poisonous stuff.

JOSEPH T. FREMONT, Mayor of the City of Quebec, on being duly sworn,
deposed as follows :—-

By Judge McDonald :

19939. What. is your profession %—I am an advocate.

19940. How long have you been Mayor of the city %-—This is the third year 1 have
been Mayor. ‘ ,

19941. VV?re you elected by a direct vote of the people .—No, by the members of
the City Council. \

19942. Are members of the Council elected directly by the votes of the people?—
Yes.

19943. Aldermen, as they are called —Some are Aldermen, and some are Council-
lors. Those electe?d by the proprietors are Aldermen, and the Councillors are elected
both by the proprietors and occupants and tenants, .

19944. Then the Aldermen and Councillors elect the Mayor ¢—Yes, both of them.

19945. From among their number —OQne among themselves is elected by them as
Mayor for two years.

19946. Were you an Alderman before you were elected 7-—Yes.

19947. How long had you been an Alderman?— I acted as Alderman only a few
months before I was elected Mayor for my first term. :

19948, Have you as Mayor anything to do with the Police Committee of the city ?
—Yes, as Mayor of the city,  am a member of al) comittees, among which is the
Police Committee.

WiLLiam Rak.
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19949. Then you are chief executive officer of the city, too —Yes.

19950. And as such, T suppose, part of your duty is to see that the ordinances
of the city are carried out and to exercise a general supervision *—Yes, a general super-
vision.

10951. And when the Council is not in session you keep an eye on the transaction
of the city business +—Yes, but the Council sits every week.

19952. Do you take any special part in the work of the Police Committee ¢—Yes, I
have done so in a general way. If T saw the Chief of Police was lax in the discharge
of his duties, I might suspend him. Tf I saw that the by-laws of the city were not
properly observed, I might notify the Chief of Police to see that his men had them
observed.

19953. We were informed yesterday that the present Chief of Municipal Police
and the officers of the force are appointed by the Police Committee %—Yes. That
committee is composed of ten members of the City Council.

19954. What is the total number of members of the City Council I—Thirty, and
the Police Committee is composed of one-third of the whole Council.

19955. What was the system of appointment at first I—At first it was by a board,
composed of the Mayor, Recorder and - Chief of Police. These three persons had full
control over the force.

19956. Were you a member of the City Council, or Mayor when the law was
changed — No, it was changed a few months before I became Mayor.

19957. How does the new system work —Very hadly.

19958. Would you prefer a Commission, under the old arrangement !—Yes, that
is very much better, because I think the men appointed by a committee of ten are not
always properly chosen. Sometimes the Council might appoint a man because he had a
certain amount of influence, and when appointed by the Police Committee, he became
independent, to a certain extent, of the Chief of Police.

19959. Are you brought into contact with the working of the License Law 1—No.
Formerly, in order to obtain a license to sell liquor, it was necessary to have the certifi-
cate of the municipal authorities, but as the provincial law stands now we have nothing
to do with it. o

19960. Have you anything to do with limiting the number of licenses ¢—No.

19961. Is there any limit practically to the number of licenses issued #—In the city
of Quebec I do not see how, by the law, the number can be limited.

19962. Can the Commissioners use their own discretion in granting licenses, that
is us to the number of licenses they shall issue 7—I think so. A party who applies for a
license has to obtain a certain certificate from the municipal electors.

19963. And I suppose he has to possess certain accommodation in his house =—Yes,
certain accommodation ; but supposing all this to be done, the responsibility of granting
the license rests with the persons appointed to perform that function. ;

19964. Does the city derive any income from these officialsi—Not now ; they de-
rive an income, but not a special income. There is no special license, but formerly there
was. Formerly the hotelkeepers had to obtain certificates, for which we had the right
to charge them a fee. ]

19965. Can you expres- an opinion as to whether there has been a decrease of
drunkenness among the people during the last few years?—I cannot speak from any
special experience. i )

19966. I mean as the result of your observation as a citizen%—The result of my
observation as a citizen is, that I think the people are generally more temperate than
they were a few years ago. ) ) .

19967. Do you find a change has taken place in the social habits of the people in
regard to drunkenness during the last few years?—I speak in a general way without
reference to any class of citizens. ) )

19968. To what do you attribute that change ?—1I attribute it to a certain extent
to the action of the authorities, both religious and civil.

19969. Has there been a growth of temperance sentiment —Yes,

19970. And has tirft been beneficial as regards the habits of the community -—That
is my opinion. ‘
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19971. Have you yourself formed any opinion as to whether a prohibitory law could
be successfully carried out, if passed +—Yes, my opinion is that it could not be success-
fuily carried out, and my opinion moreover is that it would be quite unjust.

19972. Have you any views you desire to present to the Commission as to changes
that are desirable in the present system I—I should not like to enter into any details. I
may say, however, that a general temperance law would be productive of very good results,
but a prohibitory law, I think, would not be productive of very good results,
for several reasons. In the first place, it is a well known fact that wherever in this
country the Scott has been put into force, it bas not been properly observed. Accord-
ing to my personal experience, and T have been in several parts of the country at differ-
ent times where the Scott Act- has been put into force, it was not really observed. In
those cases generally the persons who wake a moderate use of liquor, such as
wines and ales particularly, are deprived of it, and those who are disposed to make an
improper use of it or to use it in an excessive degree find the means to obtain it, and
they get it in some way or another ; so that the law, to my wmind, produces a very bad
effect. Those who are intemperate obtain the liquor, and generally obtain a very
inferior kind of liquor that is greatly adulterated, while those who would use it in a
moderate way cannot obtain it without doing an illegal act, and are thereby unjustly
treated. )

19973. Would you favour under the present system such an inspection of liquor as
would result in pure liquors being sold #—1I think that would bLe a very good move.

19974. What do you think in regard to high license ?—T think it would be perhaps
better if legislation could be passed such as would insure the granting of licenses only to
parties of respectable character. That would be preferable to high license, because with
‘a high license system there are always Partles who sell without a license, and these are
the most objectionable persons to my mind.

19975. Would you favour legislation, either by the imposition of duties or otherwise,
that would lead to a diminution in the quantity of spirits consumed, and an increased
consumption of light wines?—1I think so; that has always Lieen my idea. T think it
would be of great benefit to the country at large if we eould accustom our people to
abstain from strong liquor and become accustomed to light wines, such as clarets,
or ales.

19976. With respect to the question of obtaining a better class of persons to whom
licenses should be given, would you think it advisable to limit the number of licenses
granted in a community !—Yes.

19977. Would you have licenses granted only to men of good charactér and the
number of licenses limited —Yes. Of course it is very difficult to say how many licenses
should be given, but I think the number should be limited. ’

By the Chairman :

19978. On what system would you regulate them ?—T do not know exactly on what
system. .
19979. Would it be according to the number of the inhabitants of the distriet -—1I
suppose so, but it is difficult to fix a rule that would apply to all cases. 1In cities I sup-
pose it would depend on the number of inhabitants, but in very small communities, per-
haps it would be well to adopt another rule and fix the number according to distance.
For instance, in a part of the country that has a very small population, it might be a
great inconvenience to those who really required liquors to travel very great distances
to obtain them, while T think they have a perfect right to have them, if they use them
in moderation. :

19980. Then in cities you think the number might be regulated by population, and
in the rural districts by distance %—I mention this in a general way, although I have
not studied this matter particularly, but it strikes me at first’ sight as a feasible
measure. .

19981. Suppose you have certain districts in Quebec that do not desire to issue
any licenses, would you force licenses upon them ¢ No.
favour of forcing licenses than of forcing prohibition.

Josepu T. FREMONT.
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B‘y Mr. Clarke :

19982, Have you had any experience of the operation of the Scott Act throughout
this province?—Only in travelling. For example, I spent about 15 days in a county
this summer where the Scott Act was supposed to be in force, and that was in the
county of Chicoutimi. I was travelling there with a friend, and it was only in the latter
part of my trip that I ascertained the Scott Act was in force in the county. I know
that liquor was being sold openly in different places.

19983. Will you name any of the villages or townsin the county where liquor was
sold openly --—At Roberval and at Chicoutiini, which are the most important points in
the county. -

19984, Although liquor is openly sold there, you had been some time in the county
before you knew the Scott Act was the law %—The fact is I went into the county, going
to Roberval by rail, and I left the county by boat from Chicoutimi ; and it was only at
Chicoutimi, at the end of my journey, that I learned the Scott Act was in force in
the county. I bad already been several times in that county previously, a few years
ago, and it was then within my knowledge that liquor was sold. At that time I was
not aware the Scott Act was in force ; but the fact is it was.

19985. Then there was no restriction %—There was no restriction whatever, and a
great deal more than that, if the Scott Act were in force, the authorities should see
that the law was observed. I do not mean to say that those who sell liquor to my
knowledge in Chicoutimi do not keep orderly places ; far from it.

19986. Have you been in any other district or county where the Canada Temper-
ance Act was in force 7—Yes ; I was through Princc Edward Island some years ago.

19987. What was your experience down there ?—My experience down there was,
that T did not see men who did not take a glass of liquor, while I was there. I thought
it most extraordinary for a place where the Scott Act was in force.

19988. Were you in Charlottetown —Yes.

19989. How many years ago!—1 forget how many years ago.

19990. Five or six years ago 1—Six or perhaps seven years ago.

19991. It was while the Scott Act was in force, I suppose?—Yes; it was six or
seven years ago. . o

19992. Did you have any difficulty in determining whether there was a prohibitory
law in force or not __The fact is I went to three or four hotels in Charlottetown. The
party consisted of quite a number of friends; there were S0 many of us that we could
not all lodge at the same hotel. T remember at each hotel they had a room—a kind of
coffee room-—but it was not known under that name, where there were decanters on the
table and glasses and all kinds of liquors and cigars, and the people were going in and
out and taking all the liquor they pleased. That was the way the Scott Act was
observed there. ' L

19993. Then they were compelled to violate a law in order to procure liquor —Yes.

19994, Do you think that was a great injustice —There was another injustice.
When I was speaking of injustice just now, I meant to say that it is a great injustice to
a private citizen who acts properly and drinks liquor moderately, when he cannot pur-
chase what is his legitimate right to have. For instance, I have the habit of taking
claret at my dinner, or some other wine, but generally claret. If I cannot procure my
claret, 1 think it is a great injustice, and I do not see why because my neighbour may
be intemperate, 1 should be deprived of the liquor which I take in a moderate way.

19995. Did you make any stay at Summerside!—No; I stopped for, I think, an
hour or two.

19996. You do not know anything about the condition of affairs that existed there 1
—Not from my personal knowledge. )

19997. Do you know anything about Souris or Georgetown %—No, I know more
particularly about Charlottetown and Summerside. T do not know personally about
Summerside, but T was told that there it was about the same thing there as at
Charlottetown. o

19998. Then your experience has been that the Scott Act has not worked satisfacto-
rily either in Quebec, where it has been in force in counties you have visited, or in the
Province of Prince Edward Island 7—It has not. '
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19999. Has your experience;, as a professional gentleman, led you to the con-
clusion that thos: attempts to conviet persons of violating the Scott Act have given rise
to perjury in regard to the evidence given —1I have no personal knowledge of it. The
actions to which you refer have not been in this distriet.

20000. Would you consider the Scott Act as a measure, a piece of class legislation,
as it permits people to bring liquor in from places where the Scott Act is not in force
for domestic consumption, while at the same time it is impracticable for poor people to
do so. Ts it a piece of class legislation in that respect1-—Yes, to a certain extent. Tt
gives a certain privilege to those who can afford to buy and import liquor from other
countries. No doubt it gives a certain advantage to those who possess more means
than the poorer classes.

20001. Do you know whether, as a result of the passage of the Scott Act, drinking
in the home has increased, liquor being brought in legally from outside and kept in the
house —TI have po knowledge whatever in regard to that point.

20002. Tt is complained by the advocates of the Scott Act and of prohibition that
there are difficulties in the way of the enforcement of the Scott Act, which would not
exist if a general prohibitory law were passed ; that under the Scott Act people are per-
mitted to bring in liquor for family use, whereas if a general prohibitory law were passed,
that could not be done. Do you think it would be practicable or possible, if a general
prohibitory law were passed. to enforce it and prevent people “purchasing liquor for
domestic use ?—My opinion is that it is altogether impossible to have a prohibitory law
observed. )

20003. Would it be much easier if the importation and manufacture were prohi-
bited, to secure prohibition in districts —My opinion is that such a law would be
unjust, because it would affect in a greater degree a class that did not abuse liquor, and
affect in a less degree a class which used liquor immoderately. ’

20004. Would you favour the enactment of a law that would enable the local
authorities, say, at Quebec, Montreal, Toronto and elsewhere, being centres of population,
to commit to inebriate asylums persons who have become chronic drunkards ?—There is
already a law respecting that matter.

20005. What is the law?—T could not cite the statute. It interdicts habitual
drunkards, but only in particular cases. They mist be drunkards of such habits as to
endanger their lives, or be altogether incapable of taking care of their persons, or
their property. Such can be interdicted.  When these proceedings are taken, a curator
is appointed to taKe care of their persons and their property, and in certain cases this
curator can get them interned in an inebriate asylum. But this Taw is not satisfactory.
It is a very delicate matter to apply the law, because it comes in conflict with the per-
sonal liberty of the subject. But if in such cases the relatives and friends had a proper
authority granted to do legally what in many cases they do illegally at present —secure
the commitment of the person to an asylum for a certain perios a reasonable period of
time, it would be productive of good results, ’

.20006, Would you favour the passage of a measure giving discretionary power to
Magistrates to commit to such asylums persons who come before them a number of
times, and who appeared to be habitval drunkards? —It is difficult for me to commit
myself on this question, because the measure is one of such a daneerous character.

20007. Do you think legislation in that direction is necezsarv ?-—I think such
legislation, if it did not go too far, would be productive of good effects.

( Translation. )
By Mr. Gaganlt :

20008. Do you approve of that provision of the license law which gives to the
Council the right to pass regulations preventing the sale of liquors withinathe limits of
their municipalities and to decree that there shall not be any license granted !—In
general terms, I am opposed to a law which prevents a citizen buying liquor' pro-
viding he makes good use of it ; but T understand that the law you allude to offers less
objection than a general prohibitory law, or the Scott Act, because the prohibition to
do this trade is not applicable to a smaller jurisdiction, but applies purely and simply to

Josepa T. ErREMONT.

70



57 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 21.) A 1894

a municipality. This is what occurs : By virtue of this provision, the sale of liquor in
one municipality is forbidden, while frequently in the neighbouring municipality it is
allowed, and the population go there to procure it. )

20009. Could you mention many municipalities where that happens ?---1 would not
say there were a large number, but I know some. - .

20010. Is it your opinign, that the working of the license law is not favourable to
the temperance cause?-—Not always. 1 can quote, for instance, what has occurred in
the Parish of Cap St. Ignace, County of Montmagny, where I do considerable busi-
ness. One day T was conversing with the priest of that place on these municipal
laws. The priest declared himeself in favour of the Jaw that gave the right to make these
regulations. The reason I then gavk why I was against it was, that liquors are sold
by a large number of persons, more or less, and the trade causes considerable disorder.

20011. In localities sparsely populated and in small villages, the people could see
to the enforcement of prohibition --~That would not stop the sale.

20012. Is Cap St. Ignace a cansiderable village ? —There is hardly any village as
we ordinarily understand such, but the parish is thickly populated, the population being
distributed in various sections. Formerly a license was granted to a man living near
the church. Since we have passed a law prohibiting the granting of any license,
there has been much sale of liguor. A year ago at a wedding, the people drank
some adulterated liquor, which had the effect of producing considerable disorder.
* Amongst others, a farmer of the place, who attended the wedding, disappeared the same
night, and his body was not found until the following spring. The opinion of the majority
who had knowledge of the affair, was that he was murdered. There were even proceed-
ings taken, but we could not secure a con viction. Another cause of disorder is smuggling.
This produces very bad results, and where it is practised the population contract the
habit of using liquor. The sailors of the schooners, and in fact all the men who are in
contact with those engaged in this trade, receive part of their profits in- the form of a
certain quantity of liquor, and since that time there has been more liquor consumed in
the parishes, among others Cap St. Tgnace, St. Thomas, and also in the various parishes
on the Isle of Orleans.

20013. You think that is due to the smuggling T think so.

20014. Ts it your opinion that if we had a Prohibitory Act, it would produce as a
consequence illicit trade ?--I belieye it would.

20015. Are there any parishes where no licenses are granted I—Yes, T think so;
but I do not know if there is a municipal law existing in the County of Quebec. I think
there are parishes where there are no licenses gra.nted.

20016. Do you think there would be any licenses given where there are none at
present, except for the municipal law prohibiting the granting of licenses ?—I am less
familiar with the conditions existing in the localities than in the parishes of which I
have spoken ; consequently, I do not feel disposed to answer that question.

20017. Have you travelled in any state where a prohibitory law is in force 21 do
not know. \

20018. Have you been in the State of Maine ?—Yes. I know it well personally ;
but in Portland I have heard at different times several tales about liquor being sold
there, notwithstanding the prohibitory law.
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CLEMENT VINCELETTE, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
(Translation. )

By Mr. Gigault

20019. Will you tell us, Mr. Vincelette, what is your oécupation 7—Overseer of the
Lunatic Asylum at Beauport.

20020.” Your age 1—Sixty-two, in the fall.

20021. How many years have you been Overseer of the asylum of Beauport?—
Twenty-eight or twenty-nine years in the present month.

20022. Will you tell us how many patients there are at present in the asylum of
Beauport 1- 975.

20023. Can you tell us if there has been an increase in the number of patients since
you have been there 9—When I entered the asyluin. of Beauport there were about 500

atients.
P 90024. Have the lunatics increased —1I think they have increased.

20025. Do you attribute that increase to drunkenness?—There is not the least
doubt of it. I could not give you the percentage, but there is no doubt that liquor is res-
ponsible for aggood proportion.

20026. Can you tell us about what prcportion?—I could not tell you exactly, be-
cause in Beauport we receive insane patients only, and for the treatment of their de-
rangements we are not obliged to know whether their malady is due to the use of
intoxicants.

20027. You have not studied, I presume the particulars of that subject?—There
are particulars concerning the patients, but for the past five or six years, those patients,
I mean the inebriates, or drunkards, have been sent to Dr. Mackay at Belmont Retreat.

90028. Do know anything of the working of the license law 7—No. My knowledge
of the working of the license law is limited to the reports my friends have made to me.
As President of the Order of Catholics, I have had opportunities to speak on those
questions to the members. My friends as well as myself, are opposed to the large num-
ber of licenses. There are too many licenses granted in our province. I think the
authorities should limit the number. s

90029. Are there any licensed houses in Beauport ?—1I do not think so ; there is
not any necessity for them. I do not believe there is any public house.

20030. Is there any illegal selling%—I have not heard of any; but it would not
surprise me if told that there was ; they sell some liquor everywhere.

20031. Do you approve of that provision of the law which permits a Municipal
Council to pass a regulation that there shall not be any licenses granted, and otherwise
practically prohibiting the sale of liquors?—TI think that it is a little extreme.. It might
answer in one parish, where there was no necessity that there should be a license granted,
but why give occasion to cause scandal when there is now no necessity? I make an ex-
ception in favour of the places where strangers visit. - But if you have only the people
oflphe parish to furnish trade to the licensed house, I repeat it is not necessary to grant
a license.

20032. Do you think there is an increase or a decrease of drunkenness %—The records
show less perhaps, but in my opinion there is more drunkenness than there used to be.

20033. Would you be in favour of a prohibitory law ¢—-No ; and the reason is that
a prohibitory law would not be executed. In the country the people do not inform on
one another ; and still less in my opinion, would they inform on one another for a violation
of such alaw. You could not stop the sale of liquor. A friend, who had been to a place
in the United States where the sale of liquor is prohibited, tol(,i me that he met there
persons who carried liquor in the streets, and sold to any one who required it.

20034. Have you some printed reports of Beauport asylum, with which you could
furnish the Commission !—No.

20035. I§ there any report made?—Yes; I can give you a copy of some of those
reports.

‘ CLEMENT VINCELETTE.
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20036. For how many years %—Our report for last year has not been printed, but I
think the reports we have in hand go as far back as 1883 or 1887. I will send
them to the Commission on my return home.

20037. The President, Sir Joseph Hickson, desires to know to whom those reports
are made -—They are sent to the Government of the Province.

20038. Is that report printed by the Government as a public document ?—No.

20039. The President desires to know if there is a classification made of the
patients, for the last years, to ascertain the cause of mental derangement, so that we
could know in what proportion of cases there wasexcess in . the use of alcoholic liquor?
—No. As I said before, we do not take those patients; they are put with Dr. Mackay.

20040. Do you make a report on that point ?—Yes, in past years. But since Dr.
Mackay has opened his refuge, there is no need of making any report, for we do not
receive those patients.

20041. You must have crazy people whose condition has been brought on by an
excessive use of liquor?—Yes, without doubt, but the fact is not mentioned in the
registers. :

20042. Does not the doctor speak of it in the report of his examination —Yes,
when we can obtain information from either parents or friends of the patients; but it
it not always the case.

20043. Ts it mentioned in the report 7—Yes ; it is mentioned in the report.

Hox. FREDERICK W. ANDREWS, Judge of the Superior Court of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

20044. How long have you been a Judge of the Superior Court —Since March,
1885. - :
20045. Are you a native of Quebec ?ers, of the city of Quebec.
20046. Have you lived here all your life I-—Yes, with the exception of a few years
when I lived in the Townships.

By Judge McDonald :

20047, During what time did you live in the Townships %—When I was a child.

20048, Not in your judicial capacity I—No.

20049. Since you have been a Judge, you have always resided in Quebec I—Always.

20050. Do yoh take circuit duty outside of the city -—When a country Judge is
incapacitated from attending to his duties from any cause, a city Judge replaces him, and
I have done that duty.

20051. In that way you have been brought into contact with the administration of
the criminal law —Not to any extent.

20052. The Superior Court J udges in Quebec and Montreal confine their attention
to civil business —Entirely.

20053. In these two cities, the Court of Queen’s Bench is the criminal side %—That
is so.

20054. Have you any knowledge of the working of a prohibitory law t—From
about 1860 to about 1880 I prosecuted for the Government in cases of infringement of
the license law and violations of the local prohibitory enactments of the Municipal
Councils. .

20055. Have you ever prosecuted cases in counties in which the Scott Act was in
force —No.

20056. Then the cases you speak of were in municipalities in which the Councils
had declined to grant licenses —In which Councils had passed by-laws prohibiting the
issue of licenses within their respective municipalities.

20057. That would be a limited district #—A township or parish.
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20058. From your acquaintance with the working of such laws, did you find they
were successful to any extent in prohibiting the sale of liquor I—Not at all.

20059. Was there much illegal sale %—1I think as inuch as if the law had not existed.

20060. Taking such municipality or parish, and comparing it with one near it in
which there was a license law in force, in which do you think there was more illicit sale ¢
-—T am inclined to think in that in which the prohibitory enactment existed.

20061. Did you in the prosecution of those cases find difficulty in obtaining evi-
dence, I mean in getting witnesses who would give the necessary testimony to secure a
conviction =—Usually there was great difficulty. ’ .

20062. Did you find that witnesses appeared to he afflicted with very bad memories
in cases of that kind I—Largely so.

20063. Did you believe that prevailed to such an extent as to lead you to conclude
that they were guilty of perjury, or was the trouble more in the direction of shuffling
and prevarication -1 have no doubt perjury was committed, but I could not say to a
very large extent. Much depended on the class of men who happened to be brought
into the box. '

20064. But there were many cases in which the memories of witnesses were bad 1—
Yes, and in which witnesses refused to appear and left the parish temporarily, and other
matters of that sort.

20065. Did any facts that came to your knowledge lead yom to suppose that the
liquors sold illicitly were of an impure character -1 have no special means of judging
as to that point. .

20066. Have you considered the question of a general prohibitory law %— Naturally
so, having been so long engaged in prosecuting offences against the law.  Without mak-
ing the matter a special study, my thoughts have tended in that direction.

20067. Please state to the Commissioners what your view is as to a prohibitory
law, as to the propriety of its enactment and “the practicability of its enforcement, if
enacted -—I think it would be neither a just nor a politic law.”

20068. Do you think it would be a law that could be successfully enforced?—1 do not.

20069. What, in your opinion, is the effect on the moral sense of the public of hav-
ing upon the statute-book a law which is flagrantly violated? —I think it has & demoral-
izing effect upon the people, and that it naturally weakens respect for the law.

20070. In civil cases that come before you, are you led to believe or suppose that
the use of intoxicating liquors leads to litigation -—To a limited extent it does, because
civil suits arise from assaults and from slanders and from various acts which frequently
may be traced to the immoderate use of intoxicating liquors.

920071. Those are indirect results 7—Indirect results.

By the Chairman :

20072. Is it your experience that prohibitory by-laws have led to an increase in the
cases of perjury? You have had to conduct prosecutions under them, you have said 1—
I cannot say that. My experience is that unless you have a witness who is an informer
and expects to profit by the result of the prosecution, you have a very unwilling witness
in the box, and if his conscience is an elastic one, he will approach or quite reach perjury.

20073. You are, of course, familiar with the license laws of the Province I —I have
had no special knowledge of the license laws since probably 1880, when I ceased to
prosecute. As a Judge, I have general knowledge of them ; but of course if a case came
before me, I should refer to the law, as a Judge cannot keep all the law in his head.

20074. Do you think the license laws are fairly eflicient for the purposes for which
they were enacted?—I do not..

20075. For what reason I —Chiefly for want of officers whose special duty it should
be to see to their enforcement.

20076. Then the fault is not so much in the law itself as in the absence of proper
enforcement of the law ?— Precisely.

20077. Is it your opinion that at the present moment the license laws of the province
are not efficiently enforced #--~I am of the opinion that in 1880 they were not enforced,
and I have no reason to think they are better enforced now. ’

Hox~. FREDERICK W, ANDREWS.
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20078. You have said that a percentage, perhaps not a very large percentage, of
the civil cases result from the immoderate use of drink —Yes, slanders and assaults.

20079. As prosecuting officer for a number of years, did you observe that any pro-
portion of the criminal cases that came before the court were traceable to the use of
drink or to the drink trade in any way ?—1I did not prosecute in the criminal courts ;
I merely prosecuted on behalf of the revenue, those who infringed the revenue laws.

By the Chairman :

200R0. For the Treasurer’s Department 7--Yes,

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20081. As a lawyer familiar with the courts and with what was geing on, you
would probably observe whether any proportion of the criminal cases were traceable to
the use of drink My practice never lay in the criminal court, so that I cannot give
what may be called expert evidence on that point.

20082. As Judge, you have not to do with criminal cases ?- -No, except very rarely,
when T am called to replace a country Judge. .

20083. You have said that you think a prohibitory law could not be enforced.
Will you kindly state why you think a prohibitory law could not be enforced 1---Because
if it has been found up to the present time impossible to enforce a law regulating the
traffic, T think the enforcement of a prohibitory law would be much more difficult,
particularly in view of the fact, of which T have no doubt, that a very large proportion
of our population, probably the majority, are opposed on principle to such a law.

20084. And what about public sentiment ?—Public sentiment would not support
such a law. .

20085. And you therefore think it would be impossible of enforcement 7--1 think so.

20086. You said that the license laws do not effect the objects for which they were
enacted 1—I think they do not, because they are not properly enforced.

20087. Their purpose is to restrict the sale and keep it within certain limits #—I
presume their object is to restrict the trade and at the same time to regulate it, so that
liquors may not be sold to persons whom they ought not to reach.

20088. Do you believe that the trade should be regulated ?—T do decidedly, and
strictly regulated. '

20089. For what reason {-—Because I think there are large numbers of people to
whom liquors are a great danger, especially the young and working men after they have
received their wages, for they are liable to drink on Saturday night and Sunday ; and
also Indians, and without going further I may say a large number of people.

20090. Why do vou think liquor is more dangerous to working men than to profes-
sional men ?--I have said working men, on Saturday evening, after they have received
their wages and on Sunday, because I think there is a special temptation to a working
man who has not got a comfortable home, while it is probable that a man in a superior
rank spends his money in an hotel, if its doors are open to receive him.

20091. You think it would be well, then, to put such restrictions about the trade
as to make it impossible for the working man to spend his money on Saturday evening
or Sunday in drink {—Certainly I do.

20092. Does the license law prohibit sale to minors?—We have had during all the
time I can remember, a law prohibiting sale to minors.

20093. You have an impression that the law is not very well enforced, and therefore
does not accomplish its purpose I—I have said that 1 have no doubt from 1860 to 1880
in the city and surrounding districts of Quebec, it was not properly enforced.

20094. T think you said that a law which is flagrantly violated has the effect of
demoralizing the community and causing the people to have contempt for all law. Do
you think violations of the license law demoralize the people —I do think it. If a man
who has a license sees his neighbour selling without going to the expense of procuring a
license and observes that he is not stopped, that man’s respect for the law is weakened,
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20095. I presume it would have the same effect on all persons who noticed violations
of the law ?—-1 should think it would.

20096. So that if the same thing be true of all violations, the public are demoral-
ized by observing such violations I—1I think it has that tendency in all cases.

20097. Take the city regulations and take the laws against theft, assault, and other
offences : does the fact that those laws are violated demoralize the people ?—The laws
may be violated, but they are not violated with impunity.

By, the Chairman :
20098. Punishment follows the violation %—Precisely.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod:

20099. Do you think that in the case of violation of the liquor laws, if punishment
followed violation, the effect would be good and not bad !—That depends on what liquor
law you mean. o

20100. I mean your license law —Yes.

20101. Violations of that license law —Yes,

20102. Do you think that violation of the prohibitory provisions of the license law
are more demoralizing than are the effects of the trade itself 1 am unable to draw a
comparison. ’

20103. Do you think that the legalization of the liquor trade in any degree demo-
ralizes a community %—1I think in that trade as in all other trades. there are abuses,
probably more in that trade than in others, and to that extent they have an evil effect.

20104. Your view, I take it, is, that you would very rigidly restrict the liquor trade,
that you would put strong restrictionsaboutit. Would you limit the number of licenses ?
—1I would largely.

20105. Do you think that more licenses are issued in Quebec than should be
issued 1-—A very great many move. _

20106. What do you think would be the effect of limiting the number of licenses
in Quebec ?—1If in connection with that, the unlicensed selling were rigidly suppressed,
I think drunkenness would decrease.

20107. Do you think it would be no use to limit the number of licenses unless
there were earnest efforts made to suppress illicit sale 7—I think not.

20108. Do you think that limiting the number of licenses, and increasing the
license fees would have the effect of lessening the number of illicit places 7—Not unless
extra efforts were taken to suppress illicit selling.

20109. Then the fact of increasing the license fees and limiting the number of
licenses issued would not of itself lessen the number of illicit places -It would have
the opposite effect, naturally, unless restrictive measures were used.

20110. Do you think in such case the licensees themselves would watch illicit
sellers and enter complaints against them !—I do not think so to any extent, because
they would feel themselves to be occupying the position of common informers.

30111. They object to that -—Strenuously. !

20112. But you believe that while the trade might sell, and with good effect be
restricted and greatly restricted, it would not be well, until public sentiment demanded
it. to prohibit the trade. Is that your opinion?—That is my view.

20113. If public sentiment in the province of Quebec should show itself at any
time, say 10, 20 or 30 years hence, to be in favour of a prohibitory law, do you
believe the country would be warranted in enacting such law !—Personally, T am
opposed to such a law, as being in itself unjust. TIf the circumstances of the country
were greatly changed, and if public sentiment greatly changed in regard to the matter,
T do not know what opinion I might then express.

30114. Do you believe.that if public sentiment were strongly in favour of a pro-
hibitory enactment, and such law were enacted and well enforced, it'would do any
good to any class of the people?—If public sentiment went very strongly that way, and
if extraordinary efforts were used to enforce it, it is very possible that drunkenness
might diminish, but upon that subject T cannot express a very decided opinion, not
having had an opportunity of being in such a community or witnessing such efforts.

Hox~. FrepErICK W. ANDREWS.
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20115. It is problematical entirely in your mind?%-—In my mind it is.

s~ By Mr. Gigault :

20116. Do you believe it is wise to give the Municipal Council the right to pro-
hibit the sale of liquors !—-I am inclined to think it is. T may add that it is because in
certain cases I think the Councils may take effective measure to put in force the law,
particularly, as is sometimes the case, when aided by the church authorities.

20117. Do you think it would encourage temperance in places which have not large
populations &-—I think there may be such cases. In the case of an isolated parish it
might be advisable under particular circumstances.

20118. Do you think the restrictive provisions of the License Act are pre-
ferable to the Scott Act, because the Scott Act generally includes an extensive territory
in which there may be some places with a large population —1I have had no experience
whatever of the working of the Scott Act. :

By the Chairman :

20119. In view of your great experience, and having been in the active practice of
your profession for many years, have you any suggestions you could offer to the Com-
mission for the improvement of the license law whereby it could be made more effective ?
The Commissioners would be glad to receive any suggestions from you ?—I have no sug-
gestion to offer, except one, namely the appointment of officers who should see to
the enforcement of the license law. My observation has led me to this conclusion, that
if the enforcement of the law is left to persons who are to profit by it, and they become
and are mere informers, they are odious to the community, and they cannot long remain
in a locality. Such men, whoare never to be found of good character, soon fail in their
efforts to enforce the law; and their efforts are also badly divected, because they are only
directed against parties who will pay on conviction, while those who sell in the worst
localities the strongest and most vile liquors, and sell them to the poorest people, are
not prosecuted, because it is unprofitable to do so.

20120. In the municipal districts I suppose it is the duty of the municipality to
look after any infringement of the municipal l)y-!uw ?—In one sense it is their duty, but
there is no legal obligation cast on them to do it, and there is no particular mode of
compelling them to do so. L '

20121. Is it your experience that muplmpa.]ntxes, as a rule, have neglected that
duty 9—My experience is that it is spasxyodlcally undertaken and not efficiently done,
and T might add, that it cannot be efficiently done, for the reason I have given, that
they have to resort to informers. X

" 90122. Does not the duty of looking after the illicit sale of liquor rest with the
Provincial Government !—It does under the law ; that is to say, they have the making
of the law. There is no obligation that I am aware of resting on the Government to
prosecute offenders except through their ofticers and Inspector of Revenue, who when
complaints are laid before them, are bound to bring them before the court.

20123. But would not the obligation lie on the Provincial Government to prose-
cute on account of loss of revenue —Yes.

20124. TIs that work efficiently done by the Province through the appointment of
the ofticers I— My experience was that the officers used their best endeavours to perform
their duty, but thgy were not sufficiently numerous. ) ‘

20125. They are very limited in number {—During my time there was no officer
whose duty it was to ferret out and prosecute offenders against the revenue laws. The
Inspector of Inland Revenue, as he was then called, was Mr. LeMoine and afterwards
Mr. Fortier. Their duty was not to go into houses that were selling illicity, but to
receive information brought before them and then prosecute the cases before the court.
Those informations were almost always laid by informers, who were enticed into doing
it by the portion of the fines to which they were entitled‘ by la“{. In some instances,
very rarely, they were acting through the efforts and instructions of some one who
desired to promote the public good, but of course those efforts were isolated and inef-
ficient. '
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20126. In your opinion, if the whole regulation of the traffic rested with the
Dominion Government, would the law be more efliciently enforced ?—1I cannot say.
20127. Have you formed any opinion in regard to that matter ¢—No.

By Judge McDonald :

20128. Do you ever'find people who, from interested motives, would commence
proceedings and would tempt people to break the law I—Most certainly, no doubt of it ; and
that is precisely one of the evils incident to the present system, according to my judg-
ment.

VICTOR CHATEAUVERT, President of the Quebec Board of Trade, on being
duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

20129. Are you a native of Quebec ?—Yes,

20130. Have you lived here many years?—T have lived here all my life. _

20131. In what business are you engaged!—T am a Flour, Grain and Provision
Merchant.

20132. I understand that at present you are the President of the Board of Trade?
—Yes. ,

20133. Have you a large membership on the Board 7—No ; we have, T believe, 180
or 190 members.

20134. Have you given any attention to the enforcement of the law in the city I—
T have not; I never had any occasion to study the matter.

20135. Are you prepared to express an opinion as to whether the liquor laws are

efficiently enforced or not in the city ?—I do not know enough to give an opinion on the
subject. .
90136. Can you tell the Commission, from your ohservation, whether drunkenness
has increased or decreased in the city within the last few years 7—I believe it has de-
creased during the last few years. The city is very peaceable now, it is kept in good
order with so few policemen that we can fairly say “the amount of drunkenness must
be smaller than in the olden times. That is my judgment of the matter.

20137. Have you considered at all the question of a prohibitory law, a law pro-
hibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of liquors 2—I have never studied the
matter as to which would be the best plan to adopt. T believe freedom is the best plan.
We should fight drunkenness by impressing on our young boys the dangers of drunken-
ness.

20138. Do you think that a law prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale
of intoxicating drink is desirable #—I am not ready to answer that question, not having
any idea formed in regard to it, so I cannot give my real opinion on it.

By Rev. Dr. MeLeod :

20_1 39. Ha.ve‘you, as a business man, noticed whether the drinking habits of the
people interfere with business success #—I believe they do. In my store I do not keep
a drinking man ; all the men must be sober to do their work. I hold that my em-

ployees are all sober. The first question I put to men on employing them is, whether
they are sober men or not.

20140. Sober men are better men —Of course.
By the Chasrman :

20141. Do you insist on your men being total abstainers %—No, during the pressure
of work they must abstain, not afterwards.
Hox. Freperick W. ANDREWS.
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20142. When you engage a man, do you insist on his being a total abstainer

from the use of intoxicating liquors ; do you only engage men who are total abstainers?
-—No.

' By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20143. But you insist on abstinence during the hours of work —Yes.

20144. And that is because they are better men to you if they do not drink 9—
Yes, because they are more sure to make their deliveries properly.

20145. Do you think it would be better if all labouring men would stop drinking ?
-—Of course, it would be better for every one if if we could put a stop to it—it would
would be a great advantage to every one.

{ Translation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

20146. Do you think that smuggling is practised on a large scale -—There must be
much smuggling done, according to the reports that I have seen.
20147. Are you well acquainted with the surroundings of Quebec?—I know them
well.
20148. Do you know some municipalities where there is no license granted —No.
20149. You do not know if there is any?—I am not a judge; I have not occasion
to visit those places.

L. Z. JONCAS, M.P., of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :——
By the Chairman :

20150. Are you a native of Quebec Province?—Yes; I have only resided here a few
weeks.

20151. Where did you reside previously 1-—T lived in Gaspé. )

20152. Are you a member of the Dominion Parliament?—I am member for Gaspé
in the House of Commons. :

20153. Is the license law in force in Gaspé, or have you a prohibitory law I—We
have the license law of the Province of Quebec, and we have besides a prohibitory law
by the municipal corporations. ]

20154, In many districts>-—Yes, in almost all the districts below.

20155. In your particular county, hav_e the people passed the necessary by-law in
many parishes —They have in all the municipalities except one.

20}56. Then you have prohibition under the license law in that part of the pro-
vince I—We have the prohibitory laws of the municipal corporations.

20157. Have you much drunkenness in your county —No.

20158, Have you more now than you had a few years ago, say five years ago?-—We
have less now. : »

20159. Do you attribute the decrease in drunkenness to the operation of the pro-
hibitory law 9—No, T do not. T think it is due more to the education of the people.

* 20160. Are the efforts of the clergy in your district directed to the suppression of
intemperance }—They are directed to the suppression of the licenses.

20161. Do you mean by that statement that they favour the adoption of prohibi-
tion by-laws under the license law #—Yes. .

20162. And therefore you say they seek to prevent intemperance -—Yes,

20163. Is there much illicit sale of liquor in the county %—Yes, there is a good deal
of that. In almost every municipality you find liquor sold at 10 or 12 or 20 different
places, although there are no licenses issued. . -

20164. Do you mean 10 or 20 different places in each municipality —In almost
every municipality you will find liquor sold in 10, 15 or perhaps 20 places.
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20165. What is the population of your county —T i i
o host 20000 p'p y y he population of my county is

20166. Can you tell the Commissioners how many municipal districts or parishes
are included 1—We have, if T remember rightly, 17 or 18 municipalities.

20167. The Magdalen Islands are not included in your district, I suppose ¢—Yes
they are included. Besides those 17 municipalities on the mainl’and there are ﬁ;r(;
municipalities on the Magdalen Islands. ’ ’

20168. Did you take into consideration the population of the Magdalen Islands
when you spoke of the population of the county I—Yes, it is heluded.

20169. Ave prohibitory municipal by-laws in force in the Magdalen Islands?%—Yes
in some of them. ) ‘ v

20170. Ts there much illicit sale there —I do not think there is as much liquor sold
without license on the islands as on the mainland, although there is some sold. '

20171. I suppose there are no licenses issued under the prohibitory sys N
on the Magdnlex? pIsla,nds. probibitory systemt—Tot

20172. In your county +—There is in one municipality.

20173. Whose duty is it to look after the suppression of those illicit places !—The
moral duty, of course, rests on the municipal authorities. So far as the revenue is con-
cerned, it is the duty of the officers of the Provincial Government.

20174. Do the municipalities, as a rule, take any steps to close up those places
where liquor is being sold illicitly % ~They do not generally. 7

20175. What is the reason *—1 think the reason is this, that the majority of the
Municipal Councils, so far as I could ascertain, would favour the granting of licenses
But they do not do so as a rule in my county, because the clergy areastron(/iy opposed to
such action, and from respect to the clergy they do not do so, although thgy believe, not
in every municipality but in many municipalities, that it would bea better to issue’ one
license, being under the impression that the issuing of one license would prevent illicit
sale being carried on by as many persons. . ) )

20176. Does the question of theiexpense which has to be incurred in prosecuting
the proprietors of those places enter into the consideration of the question by th:‘
Municipal Councils %—1 think not. " i

201?7. Nu};umlly, i.t must cost the Municipal Council something to commence a
prosecution +—The way 1t 15 generally done is this: a man selling without a license is
reported to the revenue officer, and then it is for the revenue officer to take proceedings
if he thinks he should do so. Of course, the revenue officers—if T understand the 13“;
rightly—can force the municipality to institute one or two prosecutions, and in many
cases prosecutions are not taken because the people are afraid of the expe;xse. i

20178. Do you mean that the Municipal Council is afraid of the expense? Yes
afraid of the expense. ' ”

20179. Can you say if public sentiment in your county and in the Magdalen Islands
is in favour of a prohibitory law 72— No; it is not. °

20180. Do you yourself think a prohibitory law is desirable, by which T mean a law
of the Dominion which would prohibit the manufacture, imporméion and sale of iNtoxicat-
ing liquors ?—A prohibitory law might be advisable, but T doubt very much if itr could
be well enforced.

20181. I_f it was not well enforced, would it be a desirable measure to enact I—My
Persnnal opinion is that a law pruhibiti}xg strong alcholic liquors would be advisable if
it could be enforced. But I rather think we could get better results if heavy duties
were placed on strong aleoholic liquors, and if light w?nes and heers were permitted to
come in free. My opinion is that the people want light wines to drink. I repeat that,

,in my opinion, if it could be enforced, a prohibitory law would be advisable ; but T
doubt very much whether it could be enforced, because public sentiment ;s now
against it.

20182. You think the prohibition of spirits would be desirable if it could be
enforced, but you think it could not be enforced, and in your opinion it would be more
advisable to inérease the duties on spirits and decrease the duties or remove them alto-
gether on beers and wines 2-——Yes ; that is my opinion.

i L. Z. Joxcas.
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By Judge MeDonald :

20183. Is there much smuggling going on in your county ?—No ; there is none to
speak of in my county ; it is carried on further up.

20184. Where is the liquor obtained that is consumed in your county and on the
Magdalen Islands #-—Those who live in niy county obtain it from Quebec¢ and Montreal.

20185. Do they purchase it from the manufacturers or dealers and have it sent
down ?—-Yes.

20186. Do the vessels that come from the two French islands pass further up than
your county *—They do not call on the coast of Gaspé at all.

20187. Is your population composed partly of fishermen ?—The population of Gaspé
is composed mainly of fishermen. Two-thirds are fishermen, and one-third carry on both
farming and fishing, but spend more of their time farming.

20188, And how is the population on the Islands 7—They are almost all tishermen
there.

20189. Are they a sober class of people "—They are. In the County of Gaspé, on
the mainland, we consider the people are a sober class, and it must be taken into con-
sideration that they are carrying on an industry which obliges them to be on the water
almost five months of the year. For instance, they go on the banks and are often caught
in storms and exposed in small open boats for considerable periods ; they are also beaten
by the waves as they come ashore, and they certainly then need some alcohol as a
remedy.

20190. You say they are a sober class of people —Yes.

20191. What liquor they take is owing to the hardships they are obliged to undergo
—Yes, more than anything else. .

920192. Do you also find there has been a change in the social habits of the people
during recent years !—There has been, as education has advanced.

20193. Do you think that drinking has decreased 7-—Yes.

20194. Do you attribute that decrease to religious influences —Yes, and to better
education.

20195. I understand you to say that such prohibition as there is has generally heen
brought about at the instance of the clergy +—Yes.

20196. With a view to helping the temperance cause —Always. ,

20197. Do you know anything in regard to the quality of liquor sold in those illicit
places, whether it is pure liquor or not #—It is generally good liquor.

20198. As good in quality as is generally sold in licensed places ¢-—Yes, about the
same article.

20199. You think it is very much of the same character %—Yes.

By the Chairman :

20200. Then does none of the smuggled liquor reach your county !—Very little
reaches my county.

20201. Do you include the Magdalen Islands in your answer !—Yes, there is none
to speak of in Gaspé.

By Judge McDonald :

20202. Supposing a prohibitory law were enforced, would it be easy in Gaspé and
the Islands to carry it into effect and prevent liquor being brought in %—1 think it would
be rather difficult to prevent liquor coming in.

20203. Do you think it would be smuggled in %I think it would be rather difficult’
to prevent it. .

20204. Do you think that the enactment of a prohibitory law would lead to smug-
gling in those sections ¢—It would, in my opinion.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20205. Would it be more difficult to prevent that kind of smuggling than the
smuggling of other goods that goes on now t—It would not be more difficult, the same
difficulty would occur. I must say that smuggling is very easily carried on along our
coast.
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90206. T think you said that the clergy are opposed to granting licenses —They
are.

20207. They areopposed to grantinglicenses, I suppose, because they notice ill effects
on the people from the drink trade. s that the reason ?—It must be the object..

20208. And the Municipal Councils, on account of their respect for the judgment
of the clergy, decline to grant licenses —Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

20209. How long has a prohibitory law been in force in your county »—Always, to
my knowledge. ’ o

20210. Did you ever have the Scott Act there I-—No,.

20211, Did you never have the Scott Act—No, we have had prohibitory hy-laws
adopted by the Municipal Council under the Liquor License Act.

20212, Notwithstanding the fact that you have had this local prohibition for many
years, do I understand you to say that liquor is sold in ten or twelve places in almost
every parish 7—Yes, in almost every municipality.

20213. Do you attribute that to dereliction of duty on the part of the municipal
authorities 7—Yes, in a great measure. Of course, I do not pretend to say that the
municipal aurthorities would be altogether able to stop the illicit trafic in liquor, but
there is relaxation of effort on the part of the municipal authorities. They could do
the work better ; they could at least decrease the number of houses where liquor is sold.

20214. Is the present condition, in your judgment, better than a condition of things
that would exist under a rigid license law ?—I think so.

90215. You think that the condition is better as it is?%—Yes.

20216. Do you think that the passage of prohibitory by-laws has resulted in good !
—No, I do not say they have been of much avail, they have not stopped the selling of
liquor illicitly.

90217. Are there any beneficial effects observable from the operations of those pro-
hibitory laws +—Not from the passing of prohibitory by-laws, as T said a while ago.
The population is more temperate than it was, in my opinion, but it is not due to the
passage of the by-laws.

20218. But you think it is due to religious and moral influences 7—Yes, and the
better education of the people. ) ’

20219. Do you know anything about the operation of the Scott Act in provinces
where it is in force —No, only by hearsay ; I have no personal knowledge.

20220. Have you ever visited Maine - No. ‘ °

20221. Then you know nothing about the operation of the Maine law.

JAMES M. LEMOINE, Inspector of Inland Revenue for the District of Quebec
on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :— »

By the Chairman :

20222. How long have you held your present office I have held the office of

Inspector for 24 years. Previously, 1 was for 20 years Collect
had control of the district of Quebec. years Collector of In]and Revenue and

20223. What does that district include I—Tt is a pretty large one. It extends on
one side from Quebec to Blanc Sablon, 900 miles on the north shore, and a similar dis-
tance on the south shore. ’

20274, Will you state to the Commissioners briefly the nature of your duties -—As
the Commissioners may be aware, the license business has been divided since Confedera-
tion. The provinces receive the revenue arising from licenses, and the Dominion obtains
the revenue from the duties imposed on spirits, tobacco and o’ther commodities. As In-
spector of Inland Revenue I have charge of the warehouses containing spirituox;s liquors.

L. Z. JoNcas.
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I also exercise a general supervision in regard to breaches of Inland Revenue laws.
I have charge of the outside service, that is, to survey the whole district, and I have
<harge of the warehouses containing spirituous liquors. I also exercise a general super-
vision in regard to breaches of the Inland Revenue laws, such as secret distillation, and
T occasionally do supplementary duty with the Customs Department in the direction of
preventing smuggling, and endeavouring to carry out the law. '

20225. What staff’ have you under your charge?!—The staff in Quebec numbers
about 14 officers. :

20226. Have you outlying places under your charge ?--Yes. We have an excise
warehouse at the Magdalen Islands, from which I have just returned. We have two
other warehouses, one at Gaspé and one at Paspébiac, but those warehouses at the
present moment, although they are adapted for the storage of spirits, contain nothing but
tobacco, because the people of Paspébiac instead of getting their spirits from Canada,
bring them direct from Jersey. They do not get their whisky from Ontario, but fol-
lowing old traditions they get rum from Jersey, that being the spirit used on that por-
tion of the coast.

20227. Ts there any distillery within your district I—-No, except secret distilleries,
which however amount to very little. The stills manufacture very few gallons, and the
product is very bad. It only passes through one process of distillation and no rectifica-
tion. There is not much evil arising from the manufacture ; the great trouble arises
from the French Islands, St. Pierre and Miquelon.

20228. The matter is more particularly unger the charge of the Customs, I believe ?
—Yes.

20229. Have you had many seizures of illicit stills within the last two or three
vears *—Yes ; I suppose we have seized ten or fifteen during the last three years, but
they were very small. .

20230. They did not work on a large scale%—No. In order not to mislead the
Commissioners, it may be well to observe that many Canadian farmers seem to be under
the impression that they have the same right to produce whisky for home consumption as
they have to make beer without license.

20231. And to grow tobacco +—Yes. '

20232. Are they not allowed to grow a certain amount of tobacco for their own
use —Yes.

20233. What are the articles they principally use in making whisky %—They
almost always use molasses ; they make perhaps four or five gallons of whisky a week
with molasses.

20234. Do they use any oats 1—They sometimes use oats or coarse grains.

20235. Do they use potatoes -—No.

90236. So the illicit manufacture of spirits in your district is trifling*—Yes. The
great evil is the smuggling up the St. Lawrence, which, fortunately, this year has been
very effectually checked. . )

20237. With regard to the spirits which are consumed in the district, I suppose,
setting aside what is imported and goes through the Custom-house, the principal part
of what is consumed comes from Ontario?—Yes, altogether.

920238. Does it come here in bond —Almost all.

20239. T suppose they do not pay any excise duty until it goes out for consumption ?
—No, the duty is paid and entry made as the liquors are required.

20240. Can you tell the Commissioners if there is much whisky manufactured in
other districts and brought into your district, the excise duty on which has been paid
before it comes in —No ; those figures can no doubt be found in the blue-book.

20241. Take an establishment in Ontario : do you suppose it would pay the duty in
Ontario on what was sent to this district %—No, because merchants wish to have the
benefit of the use of their money. .

20242. In view of that state of things, is it to be supposed that much whisky
comes from other districts and is consumed here, the excise duty on which has been paid
elsewhere I—No, very little. I have here some figures showing the amount of duty paid
and the number of gallons of whisky for t}ge years 1883, 1886, 1890 and 1892,
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20243. Please read them ?-—The duty paid in 1833 was $322,000 (the duty was lower
then), representing 322,000 gallons. In 1886 there wasa falling off. The duty paid in our
oftice was®238,000, representing 136,000 gallons. In1890 there was paid in clu‘ty $324,000,
representing 242,000 gallons. In 1892, up to July, there was paid in duty $246,000,
representing 164,000 gallons. The duty instead of being $1 as formerly, is now $1.50.

20244. Do you attribute the falling off to the increase of duty or to other causes?
—T attribute it solely to the smuggling which has been carried on from the French is-
lands on the most extensive scale, and which is now being very efliciently checked.

20245. In your opinion, has the consumption of spirits in your district increased or
decreased within the last ten years?—I do not think it has increased. TIn the country
parishes, even within my recollection, there has been a material improvement. There is
much less now used, and I do not believe it is at all owing to the prohibitive laws, but
rather to the action of the temperance societies, assisted by the clergy, which organiza-
tions have been established in almost every parish of the district and have done a great
deal of good, and checked a great deal the intemperance that previously existed. "

90946. I understand your answer to be that there is not more spirits used now, but
perhaps less t—Yes.

20247. What is the state of matters with respect to beers and wines? Has the con-
sumption increased or decreased during the same period, in your opinion %--The quantity
of beer must have decreased, because formerly we had four licensed breweries in Quebec
and at the present moment we have only two, one of which has been established only a
few months. These breweries do a very large business. It must also be remembered
that there are a large number of bottlink establishments, representing the large breweries
in Montreal, Prescott and other places, so that our figures in that r:spect can scarcely
be taken as a guide. I desire distinctly to say that our returns of the number of gallons
brewed here would afford no guide, because we do not tae into calculation the large
bottling establishments to which I have referred, and which represent very large brew-
eries out of the district.

20248. By this you mean that beer may be sent fiom Montreal here and no aceount
of it appear I-—Yes.

90249. So that the position in regard to beer is different from what it is in respect:
to spirits I—Yes.

20250, You really have no accurate account of the consumption of beer —No.

20251. And wines of course come in through the custom-house ?— Yes. )

20252. Have you any native wines belonging to the district —Some very curious
wines are sent here from the French islands, manufactured from black currants. There
are no native wines. )

20253. Is any native wine made in your district !—There is some very light wine
for family use made out of white or black currants, but it does not amount to much.

20254. Do any of the Upper Canada wines come here?—Not in any appreciable
quantity, I should say.

20255. Would you get any account of them, or might they come in without your
knowledge I-——We have no duty to collect on them and would not know whether the
were brought in. ¥

20256. Can you inform the Commission whether the license laws in the district are
well enforced 7—For the last 24 years I have had no control over the provincial revenue
as T have stated. Previous to that time I enforced the laws, and Tudge Andrews,
who acted as attorney and who is a very active and intelligent man, showed very little
quarter to offenders. But we had not the machinery which has been ’pmvided by statute
or regulations since, that is a kind of revenue police which they have in Montreal and
Quebec, and which force proves of great use in enforcing the law. We had no such
force in the days to which T am referring and we had alzogether to depend on rivate
informers ; and as the very name of informer was offensive to the communit \fe ver
often found their evidence was set aside as not credible. It was a ver bi;i s stemy
because there was no machinery to enforce the law properly '.Y sy ,

20257. Do you think the license laws efficiently enfm:ced in the city ?—They are
pretty efliciently enforced, that is to say always leaving aside the share that politics
might have in them.

James M. LEMOINE.
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20258, TIs that an indefinite quantity ?—It is a very large quantity I should say.

20259. Is there very much illicit sale in the city of Quebec -1 do think there is a
very great deal now. When I first took office the fee payable on a tavern license was
$29, it has been increased to $300 ; a shop license was formerly$17, and T believe it has
now been brought up to $150. .

20260. In your opinion has that increase checked the number of licensed places? —
Yes, it has reduced them very materially.

20261. Has the reduction of licensed places had the effect of increasing the number
of places in which drink is sold illicitly ?--The state of the parishes is quite different
from that of the city. From here to Cape Chat there may be two licensed houses. I
suppose each county comprises 16 or 17 parishes, and in all those parishes licenses are
prohibited. But that prohibition does not prohibit, and T know, from having travelled
for 30 or 40 years through all those parishes, it is a fact that in all those parishes
spirits are constantly sold. In the towns there is a different state of things alto-
gether.

20262. Do you mean illicitly sold -—TIllicitly sold. The license law is defective in
one respect, The Provincial Government appoints a collector for each district, whose
duty it is to collect the provincial revenue, but the municipality has concurrent juris-
diction with him as regards the enforcement of the law. The result of this double
responsibility is in very many cases that the law is not enforced at all. The priests in
many parishes have put their foot down on the issuing of licenses, and, as was stated by
Mr. Joncas, respect for the clergy is great and licenses are refused, although the greater
partof the Council would preferone licensed house in each parish toaccommodate travellers.
As it is now, there are great complaints, because while formerly a man having a license
would prepare accommodation for travellers, now this business is left to what are called
temperance hotels, and these temperance hotels very often are places where a person can
get very strong spirits, in fact it is the case in all of them.

20263. Have you given any consideration to the question of general prohibition —
I cannot say that T have given it anything more than general consideration. T have
not seen it tried here. I saw it in force in Maine many years ago, and it did not work
there, and from all the knowledge I am able to procure in regard to it. I am inclined
to believe that it has not worked anywhere in this section of the Province.

20264. In your opinion would it be desirable for the Dominion Parliament to pass
a law prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor +—1I think
it would be very useful if the Legislature could buy the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon,
but it could not do much good so long as those islands supply the St. Lawrence district.

20265, I was speaking generally. Do you think such a law is desirable in the
public interest 7—If it could be carried out, it wou'd be bound to do good.

20266. Have you doubts as to such a law being efficiently carried out?—I do not
think it could be carried out.

20267. Will you state to the Commission your reasons for entertaining that view ?
—My experience of the working of such a law elsewhere is one of my reasons ; and public
opinion, which is not all favourable to total prohibition, is another. Public sentiment,
which is adverse to the adoption of such a principle, is another reason why I think such
a law could not be suceessful ; and a third reason is our geographical position with re-
gard to the outlying islands.

20268. By which you mean there would be smuggling on a large scale %—Since the
1st of May, there has been $100,000 worth of smuggled stuff brought up the St. Law-
rence, and the greater part sold. That is only a small portion of the whole.

20269. Are the Commissioners to understand from your answer that if a prohibi-
tory law were passed, smuggling would be increased !--1 think it would in many places.
The liquor from St. Pierre was, of course, not regularly imported, but was brought in
illicitly and seized.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20270. Speaking of the parishes in which the municipalities refuse licenses, do you
mean that when licenses were issued there was illicit sale in those parishes ?--The pro-
hibition or partial prohibition, as I might call it, has been going on to my knowledge
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since 1850, ana I could not well remember cases. I have not a distinct recollection of
what took place over 40 years ago.

20271. Are we to understand that in all these parishes there has been this partial
prohibition since 1850 &—In almost all.

By Mr. Clarke :

20272. After partial prohibition for over 40 years, what is the condition of affairs
now —There is room for improvement. I do not think it is very bad, there is great
improvement on what it was in former days. I have been credibly informed that.
farmers formerly would procure large quantities of old Jamaica rum, and a puncheon
was thought a fair allowance for one farmer for the winter. You do not see spirits
purchased in the same quantity at present. I think there is a great improvement. I
ascribe this improvement principally to the efforts of the clergy and the establishment
of a temperance society in every parish.

20273. Has a prohibitory law had anything to da with the improvement 1 de
not think so.

By Judge McDonald :

20274. In the days you speak of, when you were connected with the collection of
Inland Revenue for this province, were there parishes where lfcenses were in force and
yet illicit sale was carried on?—Yes.

20275. Had you to prosecute cases of illicit sale 1—Yes.

20276. Had you reason to suppose that those illicit places were merely sub-agencies
of the licensed places 1—Nu, they were rival establishments.

By Mr. Gigault :

20277. When you were Collector of Revenue did the licensed dealers help to punish
the illicit sellers?—Scarcely ever, unless there was a quarrel between the parties.
Then the licensed men would give in the names of some witnesses against the unlicensed
dealers, and we would prosecute them. We often prosecuted them, but we did not
receive much help from the licensed dealers,

20278. Do you make a return to the Government of the number of galions of beer
brewed here .—Yes, it will be found in the blue-hook.

By Mr. Clarke :

20279. For the further improvement of the present condition of affairs, what remedy
would you suggest, what changes would you favour?—I think there are a great many
persons in favour of a very high rate of license. Certainly that plan limits the number.
But the license law has always seemed to me to be defective in this, that when a
man wants to procure a license he has to present a requisition signed by 20 or
30 electors. I think that is where one of the errors lies. There should be more safe-
guards established in regzu'(l. to procuring licenses, in order to ensure the maintenance of
good order and that sales will not be made to minors or confirmed inebriates. Then
there should be a revenue police, for this force, which has been instituted since my time
is most useful in securing the punishment of offenders, ’

20280. Would thosg measures be more effective than a general prohibitory law, in
the present state of public opinion -1 could not exactly form an opinion as to the effect
of a general prohibitory law, but my opinion is unfavourable to it, hecause T think it
could not be carried out. In my view the principle is a splendid one, if it could be carried
out, but in practice it would not work.

20281, Have you had any experience in the State of Maine -—Yes. In Banwor
which T visited, I had ocular demonstration that although it is in a prohibition St;te’
there was very good brandy aud whisky sold there, for it was done in my presence. 7

20282, Was there any secrecy about the sale of it 7—It was quite a secret affair.
There was no vegular bir, but people were told to walk in a certain diregtion, through
a covered way or passage, about half an acre long. At the other end there was the en-
trance, and on passing through the door you entered a place that was titted up like a
small bar, and liquor was dispensed there to any one who was willing to pay for it.

Jayes M. LEMoiNk. -
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Hox. H. G. JOLY pr LOTBINTERE, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

20283. How long have you resided in this district 7—A great many years, ever since
I came from college in France, where I was born. I came here when I was 20 years of
age ; my father brought me here, and I have been here ever since.

20284. I believe you were at one time a member of the Dominion House of Com-
mons —7Yes.

20285, You were Premier of the Province of Quebec for some time, I believe ?—For
18 months.

20286. What is your profession I—I am a lawyer.

20287. You understand, I suppose, in a general way the subjects to be inquired into
by this Commission. The Commissioners will be very glad if you will make a statement
to them of your views on this question. There are counties in which the Scott Act isin
force and there are districts where there is prohibition under the License Act of the Local
Legislature, and one of the principal questions into which this Commission is to inquire
is whether a prohibitory law is desirable and whether it should be enforced. There is a
very important phase of the question which engages the attention of the Commission,
and that is the influence of the liquor traffic on the social and moral well-being of the
people. This is, of course, a very wide question, but if you will be so good as to make a
statement to the Commission as to your views in regard to the license system, as to local
prohibitory legislation and as to the passage of a Dominion Act to enforce total prohibi-
tion of the liquor traffic, they will be very glad to hear you ?—I need not say that I am
very much puzzled to suggest a remedy, while at the same time I sympathize completely
with those who seek to put down that dreadful calamity, drunkenness. I was brought up
in a country where the use of wine is general, in France, where wine is looked upon
as part of the daily food in every house, in every family, even the servants receiving a
certain quantity of wine every day ; and when I was a little boy at school, six or seven
years old, the servant at table handed me a little measure and filled it with claret, which
as I grew older I came to look upon as part of my daily food. So I can scarcely bring
myself to look upon drinking-wine as a sin—1I cannot bring myself to do that. On the other
hand, I have seen such dreadful abuse of liquor that I feel much sympathy with all those
who try to find a remedy for the trouble. I happened to be in the North-west Terri-
tory when total prohibition prevailed, and certainly at that time, with the class of peo-
ple who were there then, I think it was very beneficial. There were scarcely any settlers
there and the country was over-run with working men from every part of the world who
were employed in constructing the Canadian Pacific Railway. I travelled on a construc-
tion train with hundreds of men, as the railway was not finished beyond Moose Jaw. Some
Anmerican gentlemen were with me, and they called my attention to the fact, observing
all the discomfort to be endured by these men, large numbers being packed in the cars
and eveil standing on the platform, that if such a state of things had prevailed on the
Northern Pacific there would have been regular pandemonium, while here, though the men
were very much crowded and though some that could not find seats and had to lie on the
floor, there was no liquor drank and there was no disorder.  In our country parishes in the
county of Lotbini¢re, which I have represented for a good many years, we have not got
the Scott Act, but our Municipal Councils do not allow licenses to be granted.

20288. Ts that carried out throughout the county?—Yes, in nearly every parish.

20289, Are there exceptions —I do not know any. I think it is pretty well enforced
in Lotbiniére ; all the parishes surrounding the place where I live do not allow any licenses.
It is a kind of local option, if you like-—it is tantamount to that. I think it produces
beneficial effects. It certainly does not prevent the people guing to town twice a week
on the market steamboat and bringing some drink back with them, and no doubt there
is a certain quantity of drink sold illegally. But in the country, especially among the
respectable farmers, there are very few who buy any of that drink which is illegally
imported, and very seldom do you see a case of drunkenness in that part of the country.
In fact, I remember a case where a man was selling liquor without a license, and the
most respectable people in the parish-—I know it was a most illegal act to do, but they
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wanted to protect the young men who were tempted to go there—destvoyed his hiouse at
night and drove him out of the parish. It was a most illegal act, committed by some of
the most respectable men in the district, but they did it in self defence and for the sake
of their children. I think in small communities, in farming communities, where every
man lives comfortably, where he is master of his own house and where he has fuel and
food, I do not think there is the same difficulty in obtaining a majority of the people to
prohibit the sale of liquor, or at all events to refuse to grant licenses for the sale of liquor.
What puzzles me is how to apply a remedy to large centres and large cities, where the
condition of the bulk of the people is so different from that of the pretty happy lot of a
farmer, who has got practically everything he wants, food and fuel, and has not the same
craving for drink, because a craving itis to a certain degree. Perhaps I should not enter
into these details. T see great difficulty in preventing in the cities the sale of liquor and
in enacting a general prohibitory measure to apply to the whole country. I do not see
very well how it can be accomplished.

By Judge McDonald :

20290. Then you would not favour such a measure in the present state of public
opinion ?-—T have often considered how to arrive at a solution of the problem, as everybody
who takes an interest in his neighbour is bound to do, and in my opinion if we could
educate our people and show them that there are other pleasures apart from that of taking
a glass of wine or a glass of liquor, that there are higher pleasures in reading, study, and
in friendly intercourse, and that in those they would tind pleasures of a different order—
if we could secure to our people a little more comfort in their homes, I think perhaps we
might educate them in temperance. 'WhenT see 4 poor man at night, lightly clad, walk-
ing home in the snow, sometimes carrying a bundle of chips under his arm, which he has
picked up at the place where he has been working—when I see him shivering as he goes
along and think of the poor home to which he is going, with very little fire, the proof of
which is the bundle of chips under his arm, T cannot help wondering, as I watch him
passing a tavern, that he does not enter.  And so if we desire to aid him, the only way
to do s is to help him to have a comfortable and warm home. But as to suggesting the
true remedy, no one will wonder, when I state that T was brought up in a country where
light wines are used like water, that in my opinion the customs tariff on liquors should be
framed in such a way as to lighten as much as possible the duties on light wines and
place as restrictive a duty as you like on whisky and gin and all those strong liquors
which are really doing all the mischief. That is the only remedy I can see, apart from
efforts to promote the moral and physical well-being of our people.

20291. Have you given any consideration to the laws that prevail in some States in
Europe under which the Government regulates the tratlic %I have been very much
struck with a case, with which you must all be acquainted, that is the city of Gothenburg
in Sweden, where drunkenness was very prevalent and where an attempt was made to
regulate the tariff in the way you have indicated. Tt was ascertained, and I think the
inference was logical enough, that liquor dealers contributed in a great degree to increase
the consumptiop of liquor by giving credit to customers and by encouraging them to
drink, and further it was established that they adulterated the liquors. The people
thought that if the Government could substitute themselves for the liquor dealers and
control the manufacture and sale, and distribute liquor by means of agents, who should
be paid, not a commission on what they sold, but a yearly salary, so that there would be
no incentive for them to exceed their duty, means might he found of reducing intemper-
ance. I have not followed very closely the result, but T was very much struck at the
time with the practical view taken by those who originated the plan. If there were no
liquor dealers interested in the traffic, if you could abolish them in a country like this,
you would have to deal with the enormous vested interests which would be destroyed.
It must be remembered that if total prohibition were adopted, the Government would
have to compensate the liquor interests, which have been sanctioned and legalized as it
were, and which have contributed such a large part of the revenue of the country. I
do not see very well how it would be possible to close all those establishments without
giving the parties some compensation.

Hon. H. G. JoLY DE LoTBINIRRE.
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20292. Haveyou given any consideration to the question how the revenue that
would be lost by enacting a prohibitory law would be replaced to the Dominion,
provinces and municipalities 7—Not only that, but you would have to compensate the
distillers. *

20293. You have spoken of the question of compensation for what we, in English,
call vested interests ?-—Vested rights.

20294. There is the other large question of revenue to be considered —-Yes.

20295. Possibly about $3,000,000 would be lost to the revenue. Have you thought
how that could be replaced, or such portion as would necessarily be required !—
I have scarcely thought of that, hecause, unfortunately, it seems to me to be impracti-
cable to suppress the traftic directly.

By Mr. Clarke :

20296. Do you think it is better to regulate and restrict it, and admit light wines
on as easy,terms as possible, and place heavy duties on all spirituous liquors 7—1T have
noticed that some of our municipalities do not allow any licenses to be granted. By
adopting that measure they surrender a little revenue, but no one complains of that ;
nevertheless, there is a certain quantity of drink consumed. It is nearly always the
case that people bring back some liquor from town. Fortunately those addicted to
drink have not the forethought, and prudence, and control over themselves to enable
them to keep on hand any drink they bring with them, so they go to town and drink a
good deal and return perfectly inebriated, and in two or three days all the liquor has
disappeared, and those individuals remain sober for months.

20297. What do they do with the liquor ?—Friends partake of it, and it disappears
very rapidly. In our parish there is a Frenchman who learned in France the art of
manufacturing a sort of claret from currants and dried raisins. He came to our place last
fall, and manufactured a large quantity merely with currants and dried raisins, sugar
and water. My agent, who is there all the time, told me that during the New Year’s
holidays, when the people generally go to town, they drank this largely and were
perfectly satistied to drink the mixture, which was perfectly innocuous, not even as
strong as claret. This shows, I think, that if we would only place ourselves under the
same circumstances as the people of France and southern Europe, and have light wines
for general consumption, we would not have so much trouble with the question of
intemperance as now, when we have to deal with such fiery drink as spirits.

20298. Do you think the prohibitory clause of the License Act, reasonably
well enforced, would produce better results than granting permission to sell in
municipalities —Certainly. I wish it were possible in every municipality to induce
the Municipal Council to refuse licenses. It would then be difficult to sell without
license. '

20299. There is a very interesting experiment being worked out in the Dominion,
In a city in one of the Maritime Provinces, no licenses are issued, but, parties who desire
to sell and comply with certain regulations respect;ing_ the mode and hours of selling, do
8o without license. There is practically free sale of liquor with police restrictions, such
as, no obstructions at the windows, one entrance, and a certain height of counter
and so on. What is your opinion respecting such a plan ?--My opinion is dead against
that.

20300. Do you think it better to have a license system than that plan?—Yes.

By Judge McDonald :

20301. Have you studied the Swiss system at all?—No, but T am under the im-
pression that it is something like the Gothenburg system.

By Mr. Clarke :

20302. Is it a fact that no effort has been put forth in Europe to prohibit entirely
the use of alcoholic liquors by the enactment of a general law prohibiting the impor-
tation, manufacture and sale %—I can only give you what my impression is—I do not
Speak with any authority on the subject, but T do not think so.

20303. Have the efforts so far been to regulate the traftic -—Yes.
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20304. No attempt has been made to control it by municipal or legislative action ¥
—In the countries where wine is produced and is cheap, and where it forms a part of the
daily food of the people, there is very little need of restriction, and very little drunken-
ness prevails.

20305. In those countries in the south of Europe and in France where wine is
used as a food, do the people who have used wine from infancy to old age become
drunkards —No. .

20306. Do they remain temperate all through their lives 7—It strikes me that
they remain temperate. I saw very few cases of intemperance.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20307. Have you noticed recent reports to the effect that the use of alcohol isincreas-
ing in France, that strong liquors are being used —I remember when I was a young
man, I drank as a great treat sugar and water. When I returned to France, I also
occasionally took it. I mention this fact not from egotism, but in order to sh(’)w what
the prevailing idea was. We had so much wine we did not look upon it as a luxury.
Even now ¥ take a glass of sugar and water occasionally, not from any temperance
idea but because I like it. People accustomed to drink wine feel that way, they do not
crave for wine or liquor. To come back to the question the Commissioner’asked : T am
afraid the conditions have changed in France a good deal of recent years, and that the
custom of taking absinthe has gained a terrible foothold in the country. ’

By Judge McDonald :

20308. Has the failure of the vintage, due to phyloxera, diminished the yield of
wine to some extent —Yes.

20309. So that the people cannot obtain it as freely as formerly —So that they are
begining to make wine with currants and dried raisins. I have not been in F;ance
lately, so I do not know how the people in the country live.

By the Chairman :

20310. Statistic§ show a very large decrease in the production of wine and an in-
crease in the production of alcohol. T remember that in the Pyrenees, where wine is
plentlfu}, if you gave a man two dozen empty bottles he returned you one dozen bottles
filled with vin ordinaire. The reason was that wine was plentiful and formed part of
the food of the people.

20311. That is not the case now, I believe 1-No, the phyloxera has destroyed the
vineyards, but T am certain if we could import light wines here, we would see a great
diminution in drunkenness. '

ALFRED BROSNAN, Comptroller of Provincial Revenue, Quebec, on being duly

sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Chairman :

20312. How long have you held your pres siti i 3
but I have been in tl?e Depa}x"tment sigce 18181:26.561“ position —Since September, 1888,

20313. Please inform the Commissioners of the nature of your duties’—In 1888,
the Treasury Department was divided. A new branch under a Cnmptr()llei' was esta.
blished, corresponding insome respects tothe Revenue Department in Otta,wa/ Th;;'e the
have two Ministers with separate Departments ; here there is but one Minister witﬁ
these two Departments or rather Departmental branches under his charee, that }Iiniste[»
being the Treasurer. There is the financial branch like the Depa.rtmen? of Finance at
Ottawa, and there is the Revenue branch of which I am in charge wflich has under‘ its
management the collection of revenue in general, and in particl’;lajr that derived from
licenses, and also the administration of the laws connected with the several branches of
the revenue, so far as its collection is concerned. l ( '

Hox. H. G. JoLY DE LOTBINIERE.
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20314. Does that include the collection of revenue from the issue of liquor licenses ?
—TIt does.

20315. Can you inform the Commission briefly whether the number of liquor
licenses issued by the Province has increased during the last ten years or decreased #—
Speaking from memory, I think in 1871 the number of liquor licenses issued was 2,222.
The population of the province being at that time 1,100,000 odd, the ratio was one
license to every 536 persons. In 1892 the number of liquor licenses issued so far has
been 2,457, the population being as you know 1,488,543. The ratio is therefore one
license to every 606 of the population. I make this statement as the question of high
license has been discussed. The maximum cost of licenses has been increased from
$80 until it has now reached $800 in the large cities, which is of course an immense
increase. It is therefore clear that high license has not reduced the number of licenses
issued.

20316. What was the revenue of the province in 1871 7—1I should have to consult
the public accounts for the exact figures, but I remember that in 1871 it was not over
$200,000 from licenses, if as much.

20317. And what is the amount now ?—1It is nearly $600,000 ; I can procure you
the exact figures if you choose. I find the revenue in 1871 was $87,879, including fines,
but the fines amounted to $3,000 only. The revenue for this year ending 30th June,
1892, was $595,927, including fines. The revenue from liquor licenses was $580,232.

20318. Then proportionately the number of licenses decreased while the amount of

_income increased many times over {— Yes, there was six or seven times more revenue.

By Mr. Clarke :

20319. Did you say that the number of licenses has decreased 7—The absolute
number of licenses has increased, but the relative number, that is, the proportion of
licenses to population, has slightly decreased.

20320. But notwithstanding the high license, the number of licenses has increased ?
—Yes.

By the Chairman :

20321. But the population has increased in greater ratio 7— Yes, it has; but not
80 much as to affect the results to the degree one would imagine. I wassurprised when
I turned up the figures.

By Mr. Clarke :

203292, There were 235 more licenses issued in 1892 than in 1871, believe I—Yes.
The population has increased since that time from about 1,200,000 to 1,500,000 in
round numbers, or 25 per cent.

By the Chavrman :

20323. Have you statistics of the consumption of liquor in the province ?-—No, ex
cept with regard to Scott Act counties and those parishes in which prohibitory by-laws
exist. But I am not able to give you the figures now : those figures remain with the
collectors.

20324, Are they records of the quantity of liquor consumed !—Yes, because every
vendor is obliged under the Quebec license law and also under the Scott Act to furnish
to the Collector of Revenue, a yearly statement of sales.

20325. You are speaking of licensed vendors ?---Yes.

20326. Are the returns laid before Parliament ! -They have ncver been called for,
to my knowledge.

20327. Are they kept in the Department ?—They renain with the collectors and
are only called for on special occasions. I have a statement here showing five or six
typical cases.

20328. Are there specially appointed vendors in those municipalities where the
Councils refuse to grant licensbs -—Yes. -

20329. How are they appointed in those parishes and municipalities ?—Their
appointiment comes under clauses 860-365 of the Quebec License Act, which is an
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adaptation of the Dunkin Act to our provincial law, and under articles 561 to 565 of
the Municipal Code.

20330. Then those licensed vendors are authorized by the Provincial Government ?
—Yes, under recommendation from the Municipal Council.

20331. They vend for medicinal, mechanical and sacramental purposes +—Yes, and
they are obliged to make a special return of their sales to the Collector of the District.
There is a difference between one provision of our law and the similar provision in the
Scott Act, and I consider it an important one. * The Scott Act establishes a minimum.
It states that the vendor may not sell” less than one imperial pint, but he may sell as
much as he chooses, and I believe it has been given in evidence before this Commission
in other places, if not here, that as much as one gallon has been supplied on a prescrip-
tion for a single individual. Our law fixes no minimum, an ounce may be sold, but not
more than one imperial pint may be sold at one time under a certificate.

20332. You mean on the prescription of a medical man ?— Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

20333. Are members of the medical profession prohibited from giving certificates

for a larger quantity than one imperial pint !—Yes.
By the Chatrman : :

20334. Is there any limit to the number of times they may give those certificates ?
—If a person wants a dozen bottles of beer—in cases where the law is observed
theoretically and not practically—of course he has only to go to a doctor and get 12
certificates for 12 bottles.

20335. May he present them all at one time 7—He could not ; that is to say he
could not do so according to a proper interpretation of the law. If T were Collector of
Provincial Revenue—and these are the instructions I have always given—and such an
abuse as that was committed, I should consider that the doctor came under the law as
being liable to a fine for giving a certificate for liquor under false pretenses.

By Judge McDonald :

920336. Are those certificates retained I—Yes, I received a return this morning
from our Collector at Kamouraska and he sent me all the certificates as well as the
return.

By Mr. Clarke :

90337. Is that document confidential 7T consider it official. It is a blank form
furnished by us to the collectors; it simply contains the name of the party to whom
liquor is sold, the quantity sold, the name of the doctor on whose authority the sale was
made and, as a rule, the kind of liquor. '

20338. Ypu say you have samples of certificates ?—Yes, I am not very much in
favour of medical certificates on account of the way in which we see the law work.

By the Chairman :

20339. Yousay the collectors only make returns on application 7—Yes, but I always
send for the certificates when calling for the return.

o 20340. A return is only made when applied for %—So far, I may say that it is the
intention of the department to have the collectors send in returns regularly, as securing
a better means of control.

J UDGE M‘CDON ALD.—Kindly read some of those statements you have with you.
W ITNESS.—I have here a report addressed to the Treasurer of the Province. It
11 a report made by myself on the working of the local option law. It says among other
things :—

o I‘ have the hono‘}r to report that.: ‘the working of Articles 861 to 863 of the Revised Statutes
respecting the sale of liquor under certificate in municipalities where a prohibitory by-law is in force,
is very llnsatgsfacbory. A mucl'l larger quantity of liquor is sold than can be needed for medicinal
purposes ; these certificates which are granted in profusion, are fbr the most part disgraceful scraps
of paPer indicative of the carelessness and indifference of those who deliver them, am% I am assured
that forgeries are not unfrequent.”

ALFRED BRosNAN.
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These forgeries are very common. Another point that I may mention is this:
Some doctors have little blanks hound together in book form, and they sign a number of
these blanks when they go away, and they are often filled up even although the doctor
is absent.

Tne CHATRMAN.—Do you often find the word “ repeat” at the bottom of the pre-
seription ?

WITNESS.--No. We had one such case before us of a prescription being given
by a medical man and the word “repeat” added. My report goes on to say :—

““But the point to which I desire more particularly to call attention for a moment is that of the
number of certificates granted, irrespective of all other considerations, and 1 shall lay before you a
few typical instances which will serve to show what is generally done throughout the province.”

To explain this report I must say that it was written with the object of having
the rate of licenses raised, because quite a number of people who could not have taken
out ordinary licenses, as they cost too much, took those medicinal licenses with the in-
tention of using them as they would use an ordinary hotel or shop license.

Tne CHAIRMAN.—What is the fee ?

WITNESS. It is now the same as for an ordinary shop license, $200 in cities,
$160 in incorporated towns, $125 in other organized territory and $70 in unorganized
territory.

Mg. CLARKE.—Is more than one such license issued in each parish!

WITNESS.-—Not more than one can be issued in each parish under the law.

My report continues :—

¢ During the month of January, 1889, the following liquor was sold in the parishof ———:
279 bottles of whisky, 217 bottles of gin, 28 bottles of brandy, 11 bottles of wine, 6 pints of whisky,
1 pint of beer, half a pint of brandy.”

I have entered in my report the names of the alleged parties who signed the certi-
ficates. The certificates given in another parish in February 1892, were 748 in number.

Tue CHAIRMAN.—T observe that the certificates are signed by more than one
medical man{—In one parish they are signed by five doctors, but they may not be
signed by doctors, for clergymen have also the right to give certificates. Physicians are
entitled to issue them to persons under, their immediate care only, and clergymen only
to persons whose spiritual advisers they are.

Jupce McDONALD.—Do magistrates sign certificates for mechanical purposes ?

WITNESS.—Yes, under the Scott Act; but there is no special provision under
our Act. !

By the Chavrman :

20341. Are many of the certificates signed by clergymen ?—Quite a number.

20342. How many out of the first number you mentioned were signed by clergymen ?
—Out of 548 issued, the parish priest signed 288, one physician 204, another physician
40, and the vicar 16. There are two physicians in that parish.

.
By Mr. Clarke :

20343. 'What is the population of that parish %—I remember that in the first letter
I wrote about that parish, I mentioned there were 600 adults there. I think the whole
population, counting men, women and children, would be about 900. There are a large
number of men in the parish, who work in the saw-mills and so on. In another parish,
748 certificates were given during one menth ; in another parish, 281 certificates were
given, and in another, 250. These are small parishes. In one municipality, the Collector
indicates the certificates which he considers to have been forged. In this case the
authentic certificates for one month number 213 ; the forged certificates during the same
month number 150. The authentic certificates for another month number 179 ; the
forged certificates for the saine month, 92. My report closes with the following recom-
mendation :— ,
¢ In presence of the above facts, I confess, as | have already stated to you verbally, that I.have
no confidence in the certificate system, nor in that of prohibitory by-laws in general, and I would

gladly see it done away with and regular licenses issued in every municipality. This change, how-
ever, cannot be hoped for at present ; but, as the low price of these medicinal licenses is one of the
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inducements to their being applied for, as such large quantities of liquor are sold under them, and as
it seems next to impossible to reach the signers of the certificates, I would suggest that the rate of
duties payable on such licenses (and what I now say applies equally to licenses issued under the
Canada Temperance Act) be raised to the same figure as that fixed by the law for retail lijuor shop
licenses, namely : in cities, 200 ; in incorporated towns, $160 ; in other organized territory, $125;
in unorganized territory, $70.”

20344. Have you reason to believe that a similar condition of things exist generally
where local option is in force #—So everybody tells me. There are some parishes where
the condition of things is better, but it depends a good deal on local opinion, and a great
deal, of course, on the ecclesiastical authorities of the parish and the physicians.

By the Chairman :

20345. T think you said the Government were about to have returns made to them
regularly regarding the certificates granted, and also have the certiticates sent to them ?
—Yes.

20346. Have they called for returns from any considerable number of districts at
the present time I— At Mr. Gigault’s request, I called, a day or two before the Commis-
sion met, for returns from all districts under the Scott Act.

20347. And any others ?—I have not called for the others yet.

20348, You said you had called for some ?—That was in June.

20349. It was an exceptional measure —It was done because I wished to show the
Treasurer that it would be a good measure to raise the rate of those licenses.

20350. How many districts are there in which local prohibitory laws are in force ?
—1 can give you the number of licenses issued under this law. I find that in all the
province there are only 27 of those licenses issued.

20351. So there are only 27 districts where local prohibitory laws are in force 7—
There are 2 of those licenses issued in the district of Quebec. The rest are more or less
scattered throughout 11 or 12 of the districts mainly below Montreal, in the region of
the Lower St. Lawrence.

20352. Then it must be largely the district of Gaspé?—On consulting the list T find
that the 27 licenses are in the districts of Arthabaska, Beauce, Kamouraska, Matane,
Montmagny, Quebec, Richelieu, Rimouski, Saguenay, St. Francis, Temiscouata and Three
Rivers.

20353-4. Mr. Joncas has told us that local option prevails in nearly every parish in
that district, Gaspé?—In 27 parishes in the whole province ; we have only issued 27
licenses this year. On consulting the list I find that the 27 licenses are distributed as
follows : 2 in the district of Arthabaska, 6 in that of Beauce, 1 in Kamouraska, 4 in
Matane, 1 in Montmagny, 2 in Quebec district, 1 in Richelieu, 4 in Rimouski, 2 in Sa-
guenay, 2 in St. Francis, 1 in Temiscouata and 1 in Three Rivers,

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20355. Are there only 27 parishes in which a municipal prohibitive by-law is in
operation It must be so.

20356. Do you issue only one license in each parish in which the by-law is in oper-
ation I—Yes.

By the Chairman :

2035%. Your answer was that you issued 27 licenses ?—Yes, but a license mafy do
for more than one parish.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20358. I understood you to say that there are 27 licenses issued 7—Yes.

20359. Then those 27 licenses are not in 27 parishes %—Yes, one in each parish.

20360. Are there any other parishes that have come under the provisions of
the municipal by-law, and in which there is no license of any kind issued %~ Yes. Those
parishes haye issued no licenses. I can give you the districts. We have from 900 to
1,000 municipalities in the Province, say 900. Of that number there are 210 in which
a prohibitory by-law is in force. :

ALFRED BrosNan.
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By Mr. Clarke :

20361. But you say only 27 licenses have been issued Yes, this year.

20362. And those would cover 27 parishes %-—Yes.

20363. And there are 210 parishes in which a prohibitory by-law has been passed ?
—Yes. The others grant no license certificates.

20364, How are they provided with liquor for medicinal purposes?—If the people
need it, they go to the next village and get 1t ; that very often happens. There is some-
times an understanding between villages. For example, a parish priest at one village
says they do not need a license there, and the same statement is made by the priest in
the next parish, but at the third parish it is decided to have a licensed place ; and if
people in any of these three parishes are sick they can run there and get their liquor,
and on this account it is considered useless to have a depot in every parish. This is
what I referred to when I said a moment ago that one license may serve for more than
one parish.

By the Chairman :

20365. There is another consideration in connection with this system, and it is this :
may not the permits which have been handed in to the Collector from one particular
parish have really come from a lot of parishes? There is no Collector I believe, for a
parish ; the Collector is for a certain district %—There is one Collector for each district.
A district may, and as a rule does, contain several counties. The certificates must come
to the Collector from the parish in which the vendor resides, as far as the latter is con-
cerned ; but they may have been signed and issued by clergymen or physicians residing
in different parishes.

20366. So may there not be five municipalities in which no license is granted and
in only one of which there is a licensed vendor? May not the people who get those
certificates or prescriptions come from the other parishes in which there is prohibition,
but no vendor ¢—Certainly, they assuredly do that.

20367. And, therefore, they may represent a larger population that is being served
than merely the people of the parish ¢—That is very true. Those 548 certificates, which
appear as issued in only one parish, might represent several parishes. At the same time
what made me use that basis for argument was the fact that I happen to know that the
doctors who signed those certificates resided in that parish, and that under the law a
physician can only issue certificates to patients under his immediate care.

20368. Here is a case where there were not five doctors in the Parish, yet the cer-
tificates were granted by five physicians I—1It is very likely that four or five parishes
were included in that return.

.

By Judge McDonald :

20869. In cases in which you think that does not occur, in which the prescriptions
are limited to the particular parish doctors and la}'ge quantities are sold, have you reason
to believe that the people in the neighbouring parishes, where there is a prohibitory law
in force, but where there is no vendor, have any less trouble in getting drink. If so,
how do they get it --—Here is one way in which it may l?e done : Suppose I live in Parish
A. and T have a friend living in Parish B. My physician does not wish to give me a
certificate, and my friend is a friend of the doctor in ;Parlsh B., where there is a licensed
vendor. I ask him to get me some liquor, and he will get it on his own certificate in
his own name, and pass it over to me. :

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20370. How may counties are under the Scott Act in this province ?—Chicoutimi,
Brome, and until 18th August, the County of Drummond, but now the Act has been
repealed there.
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By the Chairman :

20371. TIs not the Dunkin Act in force in Richmond ?—That, I believe, is the only
county in this province where that Act is in force ; hut there is one municipality in
the County of Beauharnois, Hinchinbrooke, where the Dunkin Act is in force.

20372. TIs there a large English-speaking population there —Yes.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20373. Has Arthabaska ever been under the Scott Act or the Dunkin Act?—It
may have been formerly, but not to my knowledge.

By Mr. Clarke :

20374. Were there formerly many counties under the operation of the Scott Act in
this province !—I have never looked into the history of the Scott Act.

20375. Say within the last five years?—I know of none except those I have
mentioned.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20376. Are ordinary liquor licenses issued in all parishes in which a municipal pro-
hibitory by-law is not in operation?—Not in all parishes. There are at present 121
parishes in which there is no prohibitory by-law in force, but the Municipal Councils of
which refuse to issue any license certificates.

90377. That is in addition to the 210?%—Yes ; and these figures are not complete.
I asked for a return recently, and three districts have not sent in returns, Iherville, St.
Hyacinthe and Gaspé.

20378. 1 suppose there are no licenses issued in those 121 parishes, because they
are not asked for I-—In a large number of parishes they are not issued because they are
not asked for, but the Collectors have informed me that there are parishes in which peo-
ple have applied for licenses and which the Councils, after taking the applications into
consideration, have refused them. That is why I made a report entirely separate as re-
gards them.

By Judge McDonald :

20379. Had not Stanstead such a law, and was it not repealed —Yes, Stanstead
was under the Scott Act formerly.

20380. Is there any other information you desire to submit to the Commission —I
am at the disposal of the Commission and am ready to give any further information in

my power.
By Mr. Gigault :

20381. Have you a return from Chicoutimi?—Yes, I have a return for two months,
stating that in the month of May 232 pints and in the month of July 252 pints were
sold for the parish in which the vendor who made that return is located. That quantity
represents the sales of one vendor. ‘

By Mr. Clarke :

20382. Are you satisfied with the operation of this local option law ?—That is hard
to say. In an ideal society, where the public opinion of the majority would be such as
it ought to be, I think a local option law would work very well to repress intemperance
among the minority ; but I do not know any such. The way I look at the question is
in this light, and I think my view pretty well agrees with that of the Hon. Mr. J oly:
Licenses for light wines and beer might be granted in each municipality and in each
city, or one license granted for every 2,000 or 3,000 people in a city would work better,
because the licensee is the best detective you can obtain to repress the illicit sale of
liquor. Where there is no license everybody is tempted to sell, and no one helps the
cause of law and order.

ALFRED Bros~an.
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Page 97, evidence of Mr. A. Brosnan :—

Questions 20387 and 20393, and answers thereto, should read as follows :—

20387. Can you tell us how many municipalities have prohibited the granting of
licenses —1I cannot give the number now. 1 have asked for a statement from the
Collector of Provincial Revenue. The explanation of this is that the unit of adminis-
tration with us is the district and not the municipality, and each district is administered
separately through the collector of such district. When I have obtained that informa-
tion, it will be necessary to make up the total for the province.

20393. Has not the increase of license fees had the effect of diminishing the
number of licenses?-The numbers are for 1890, 25; 1891, 32; for 1392, 27, due to
the increase in the price of licenses.  For 1893, there has been still an increase in the
price and the number of licenses is but 9
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20383. Would you prefer, as a means of minimizing the evil effects of the excessive
use of liquor, the enactment of a law reducing the customs impost on light wines and
beers and increasing the duties on spirits 7—Decidedly.

20384. Would you think that an effective means of producing the hest possible
effect rather than the enactment of a prohibitory law, 7. e., a law which would prohibit
the manufacture as well as the importation and sale of intoxicating liquor 7—When you
speak of prohibiting the manufacture of liquor, you must remember that T amn speaking
of the question from a provincial and not a federal standpoint. If it were possible to
prohibit the manufacture and prohibit smuggling also, the condition might be different ;
but I have not thought enough on the question to wish to give an opinion on it, for it
goes beyond the limits of the administration of our provincial laws,

20385. Would more satisfactory results in your opinion follow the introduction and
adoption of light wines and beers as beverages in this province 7—I think so, because I
am_convinced that certain people will drink, and if you get them to drink light wines
and accustom them to light wines and beers, they will not drink strong liquors ; but if
all liquors are kept from them by the law, they will in spite of the law get drink some-
where, and it will, for obvious reasons, be pretty sure to be strong drink.

By Rev. Dr. Mcleod :

20386. You have spoken of three districts from which no returns have vet been
received ; will you include those in the general return, so that we may know how many
parishes are without licenses —Yes.

(Translation).
By Mr. Gigault :

20387. Can you tefl us how many municipalities have prohibited the granting of
licenses - -T cannot give the number now. 1 have asked for a statement from the
Receiver of taxes. The explanation is here : unity for us, that is for the district and not
the parish ; each district sufficient for itself. VVhen.I have obtained that information,
it will be necessary to make up the total for .the province.

20388. Have you the total number of violations of the provisions of the license law
for the province I-—Yes, I have it here, but T have not the number for the year 1892.
For 1891, in the province there were 420 cases, which came before the courts and in
which convictions were obtained.

20389. Can you state if there was an increase or decrease in the number of cases?
—There was an increase.

20390. In the interest of the temperance cause, do you think it would be proper to
take away from the municipalities the right to grant licenses ?—Yes. They have a
singular idea as to the exercise of that right. T received the following answer to the
question as to whether a license should be granted : « Yes, on condition that the gentle-
man gives a smadl present to the Council.” + ) ] )

90391. Do you think the license law is what it should be in a moral point of view ?
I think the license law contains very good provisions. For example, we have a law
which permits parents or guardians to give orders to an hotel-keeper not to sell liquor to
a person under age, and if the licensee violates that order the parent or guardian may
take an action for damages, besides the penalty inflicted in such cases. We have also
permission from the authorities to search the licensed houses. 'We have laws that per-
mit us not only to punish those who sell illegally, but z'mlso those in whose houses we find a
certain quantity of liquor, such as a merchant not licensed. We have laws relating to
the sale of liquor to persons under age, that are more severe than those of Ontario.
The sale of liquor on Sunday is strictly forbidden, except in lgotels at the public table.

20392. What do you think of the results of the application of the Scott Act?—I
have heard for the first time the following words, spoken by a deputy : We hear com-
plaints everywhere, not because the law is bad, but because public opinion is not on a
level with the law. ' .

20393. Has not the increase of license fees had the effect of diminishing the number
of licenses —The numbers are for 1890, 17 ; 1891, 17 ; for 1892, 11, due to the increase
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in the price of licenses. For 1893, there has been still an increase in the price, and the
number of licenses is but 9.

20394, From your experience, can you tell us if these licensees help the authorities
to punish those persons who violate the law 7~—Yes. They help us. The liquor merchants’
association of Montreal and of Quebec help us much. Tt is to their interest to do S0,
and they know it.  As a general rule the licensees help us.

20395, Can you leave the list that you have in hand --Yes. These are copies that
are not complete ; but I will complete them for the Commission.

by the Chairinan :

20396. What has been done by the Treasurer's Department to prevent the illicit sale
of intuxicating liquor #—Our Collectors are enforcing the provisions of the law so far as
they can be pressed.  The methods they adopt are twofold. In the first place, they
receive informations and act on them; but where they do not receive informations, they
must depend on their own exertions and those of informers. T may explain how the
machinery works as regards ferreting out offenders. To-day, however, we require cer-
tain machinery we do not possess.  Some of our Collectors ave obliged to follow another
oceupation in addition to that of Collector, and in certain districts, I may instance that
of Charlevoix, no man could give his whole time, for the present pay, to the collector’s
work. This man works at his trade, another Collector practices as a notary, another is
an agent and so on, because the fees, which amount to perhaps 100 or $200 annually, in
some cases, are not sutlicient for the man's living.  These remarks, however, apply only
to certain outlying rural districts. Naturally the efforts of the department are crippled
by the fact that the greater part of the time of these men is employed in their own pri-
vate business, while theoretically they are supposed to go through the district constantly,
to have their eyes open to violations of the law and to ferret them out. One means we
have is the cupidity of the informer. A feature of our system is the giving of a portion
of the fine, §15 if the fine is over $60, and one-fourth if the fine is under %60, to the
informer. That helps us. There are always informers ready ; but I hold there is other
and different machinery that would certainly work better, only it would be too costly.

20397. Then you consider the machinery of the department for detecting sales of
liquor without license is not etlicient 7—1It is efficient so far as it goes, and our men do
their best. )

20398. But the system 18 not satisfactory 7—Not entirely as regards the machinery
of the law. The law might be amended T think. .

20399. Does not the law give the Government full power to employ as many per-
sons as are necessary to collect the revenue 7—There is one Collector under the law for
each revenue district.

20400. Is that the law %—Yes, but he may have an assistant. Of course the Gov-
ernment can employ a certain number of detectives, there is no law to prevent the Gov-
ernment doing so. We have in Montreal a Revenue Police, composed of six men,
avtached to the Collector’s office. ’ .

By Mr. Clarke :

20401. Do not the Provincial Police look more after the criminal part than the
penal part, but at the same time, to a certain extent, carry out the law generally —I
do not refer to the Provincial Police, the Revenue Police of Montreal is a different force.
The Provincial Police could not do the work, they are too much taken up with other
matters.

20402, Is it within the knowledge of the department that illicit sales of liquor take
place !—Naturally, it is within the knowledge of the department; but we cannot put
our hands on the sellers always, although we do so when we can.

20403. Would it be the duty of the Collector, if unlicensed dens where whisky was
sold were brought to his knowledge, to take action —Yes.

20404 By whom are the costs of prosecuting such offenders borne — That is one of
the matters in regard to which we are very much hampered in carrying out thelaw. If
judgment is rendered in favour of the Government, well and good, the defendant is

ALFRED BRrosNan.
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called upon to pay or he goes to jail, which is the case in three out of four prosecutions.
Then the Government has to pay the costs. If the case is lost, the costs of the defence
are not strictly chargeable to the Government, but the costs of the prosecution have to
be paid by the Government. At the same time, the Magistrate often recommends
the payment of the defendant’s costs by the Government, and it is very seldom the Gov-
ernment refuses to do so in such cases.

20405. Does a Collector enter upon a prosecution at his own risk?—No, at the risk
of the Government

20406. In the event of the prosecution failing to establish their case, and
the Government refusing to pay the costs, 1 suppose no one can come against the Collector,
who is an officer of the Government?—He has acted in his capacity as Collector.

20407. Then I suppose the defendant cannot recover 7—The defendant may recover
from the Government, as above explained, not from the Collector.

20408, Then is the Collector reimbursed under any circumstances 7—The preliminary
expenses are at hisrisk. Suppose a Collector finds that at a certain place there are infrac-
tions of the law. A person perhaps complains, but he cannot furnish proof, so the officer
must try to work the case himself. The Collector at his risk spends perhaps five or
ten dollars in order to secure evidence, but it is the only risk he takes, and he is re-
imbursed by the share of the fine which the law allows him, if the case is won.

20409. Having commenced a prosecution and failing to get a conviction, who pays
costs 2—-Not the Collector, except those preliminary expenses of which I have spoken.

20410. Who pays the expenses of the trial 7—They are paid by the Crown, if the
Crown fails to obtain a conviction.

920411. Then the Collector is held harmless in the way of costs ?—Yes, but not
harmless in the way of preliminary expenses.

By Judge McDonald :

20412. Do you suppose it would make any. difference in those cases where vendors’
certificates are given if the men were not dependent on the receipts from profits from
sales : if, for instance, the vendors were appointed agents of the Government and paid
salaries to supply liquor 7—Certainly, so long as human nature is what it is.

20413. Would you favour the removal 'of inducements to those men to make extra
profits =— Yes, I think the removal of inducements to oversell would be a good thing,
and the appointment of vendors with a‘.ﬁx.ed remuneration, without such vendors being
required to pay the Municipality for their license certificates, would modify the action of
certain Municipal Councils, which are led to grant certificates by reason of the tax they
are allowed to charge therefor. But, on the other hand, the appointing of vendors in
every parish, if this were done generally, as some have suggested, would only increase
the difficulty as regards medical men, inasmuch as tHe latter, or at least many of them,
charge for medical certificates.

By Mr. Clarke :

20414. What is the fee charged for a prescription #——In some parishes the fee for a
medical certificate is ten cents, but I have known $2 to be charged.

20415. What size is one of those licensed districts over which thereis a Collector with
two assistants — All Collectors have not assistants. I could not give you the mileage
of the districts from memory. There are seven counties in the revenue district of Montreal.

20416. How many officers —1In the district of Montreal, there is only one Collector,
Wwith a deputy, and six revenue policemen. ‘ ‘

20417. Are those men employed in the country as well as in the city *—They are
supposed to go to the country as well, but they are mmnly" for the city.

20418. Can efficient enforcement be expected if there is only one officer to enforce the
law in districts so extensive as those of the Province of Quebec?—TIt is not efficiently
done, if efficiently be intended to mean the absolute arrest and punishment of every
offender. T can prepare for the Commissioners a return showing the size of the districts
and the number of officials employed. %
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CLEMENT E. DESCHAMPS, of Quebec, Clerk in the Provincial Civil Service,
on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

'

By the Chairman :

20419. Where are you employed?—1 am a clerk in the Provincial Secretary’s
Department. :

20420. How long have you held your present position 7—Sixteen years,

20421. Ave you a native of this district 7—No, T am from Lachine.

20422. How long have you resided herc {-—Sixteen years.

920423. T understand you have some information to submit to the Commission 9—I
have the judicial statistics and a compilation respecting the asylums of the Province
from 1880 to 1891.

20424, Have you prepared those statements at the instance of the Provincial
Secretary 1—Yes,

20425. Will you briefly tell the Commissioners what they are, and file them?
Have you personally compiled those statistics -—They have been compiled for the Com-
mission,

20426. They are signed by the Assistant Secretary, I observe ?—Yes. These returns
inelude a statement of the number of inmates in each of the insane asylums, the asylum
near Montreal, the asylum in Quebec, the asylum at Dorchester, Belmont Retreat,
Verdun Asylum and Baie St. Paul Asylum, T beg to file the documents.

(Translation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

20427. Do you know if there is any increase in the number of crimes —Yes.

920428, What is the increase that you have knowledge of %—1I could not tell you.
This is how I found that there was an increase: Sometimes during the last five or six
years I have prepared a case for the Department, and then I have observed there was
an increase.

The Commission adjourned.

CrLiMENT E. DESCHAMPS.
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QUEBEC, September 8th, 1892,

The Royal Commission met this day at 10.30 a.m., Sir Josepn Hicksox, Chairman
of the Commission, presiding.

Present :

Jupak McDoNaLD. Rev. Dr. McLEob.
Mze. E. F. CLARKE. Mr. G. A. Gi6avuLT.

EDMOND GIROUX, Chairman of the Quebec Harbour Commission, on being
duly sworny, deposed as follows :—

By the Charrman :

20429. You are a resident of Quebec, I helieve —Yes,

20430. Have you resided here long #-—40 years.

20431. What is your business I am a druggist.

20432, You are Chairman of the Harbour Commission, T believe I—Yes.

20433. Of how many members is that body composed ?-—There are nine members,

20434, By whom are they appointed or elected =—Five are elected by the Domin-
ion Government and four are elected by the Board of Trade and shipping interest, that
is by the two Boards of Trade, that of Quebec and that of Point Lévis,

20435. Has the Board many employees under it 2—We may have 50, including
labourers and clerks.

20436. At different times, of course, there have been a very large number of men
working for the contractor, no doubt ?—Yes.

20437. How long have you been a Commissioner !—TI have een a Commissioner for
ten years,

20438. Has much difticulty been experienced at any time with employces of the
contractor on the score of drunkenness I—Not to my knowledge. We have nothing to
do with men working for the contractor.

20439. Of course they are not under your control, but I assume that the Harbour
Commissioners have knowledge of what is going on in connection with the work >—Not
to my knowledge. ) )

20440. From your observation, is the presgnt license system fairly effectual in the
city of Quebec I -1 could not answer that question.

20441. Can you tell the Commission it there is any illicit sale of liquor in the city 7—T
could not answer that guestion.

20442, The Harbour Commission have charge of the works of the harbour and the
regulations in regard to them, I supposé !—Yes.

20443. Do they make regulations for the shipping #—No, only for the pilots.

20444, Arve all the pilots under them —Yes.

20445. TIs there much trouble on the score of intemperance among the pilots ?—-

ot to my knowledge. In ten years we have had very few cases brought before us for
drunkenness on the part of pilots, very few indeed. ) .

30446. Is there any regulation of the Board making it a condition of the employ-
ment of a man that he be a total abstainer ?--No.

20447, As a matter of course the Commissioners would not permit intemperate men
to be employed *—No.

20448." As a resident of Quebec, what is your opinion as to the matter of drunken-
hess : has it increased or decreased of late; years in this city I—I could not answer that
Question.
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20449. You have not formed any conclusion in regard to the matter %—No.

20450. Have there not been a great many cases of smuggling discovered during the
last year? TIs smuggling conducted on a very large scale’—I have read so in the
papers, that is all T know about it.

20451. Would that imply there must be a great deal of liquor brought into this
port illicitly that is not detected —1I think there has been.

20452, Can you give the Commission any idea as to how that is disposed of,
whether it is sold to people who are in the trade, or whether it is sold to illicit vendors?
—I know nothing about it.

20453. Have you given any consideration to the question of prohibition, that is
the enactment of a law by the Dominion which would prohibit the importation, manu-
facture and sale of intoxicating liquor 2—1T have never given that subject a thought.

20454. Do you think such a law would be desirable %—T think it would be hard to
put it in practice, from all I know and from all T have read.

20455. But if it could be put in peactice, do you think it would be desirable -—
Please repeat that question.

20456. My question was, whether you thought a law passed by the Dominion
Parliament, prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of liquor would he
desirable 2—T do not think so.

20457. And your reasons are, what I—I think it would be hard to put such a law
into practice.

20458. You think it is not desirable, because it could not be efliciently enforced : is
that your conclusion —That is my conclusion.

20459. But provided it was efliciently enforced, what would you say to the matter
then —T¢t is hard to answer that question. T have never given a thought to this liquor
question, and it is very hard for me to give an opinion. T am not a teetotaler, but I
am a temperance man. I allow wines to be used at my house at my own table, and I
do not think I would like to see a law passed which would prevent other people from
doing what T do. T think that is as fair an answer as T can give.

20460. Do you think adulteration of spirituous or malt liquors is largely practised
in this community ?—I could not answer that question.

20461. You have not had occasion as a chemist to analyse at any time samples of
drink —1I have never been asked to do so.

By Judge McDonald :

20462. Tt has generally been stated that liquor sold by druggists is of a pure
character and superior to that found in drinking places. Have you any knowledge as
to that 7T do not think that druggists in this city sell liquor.

20463. Do you say they do not sell liq/uo} —They do not. We have never
sold it, and I have been in the trade forty years, and to n137 knowledge other druggists
do not sell it, with the exception of one or two,

20464. In the rural districts, or country towns, I suppose there is a certain
quantity sold by druggists =—We have no drug,g;ists in the country parts of this district.

20465. Ts your business that of a wholesale and retail chemist t—Yes.

20466. And do you carry on a certain amount of manufacturing-—Very little.
We are more drug merchants than manufacturers,.

By Mr. Clarke :

20467. Do you know anything regarding public feeling in this city and province
on the question of prohibition —1I do not.

20468. Has drunkenness decreaseq or increased in the province during the past ten
years —I am not in a position to form an opinion.

20469. Do you know anything about the operation of the local option law, or the
Scott Act in any part of the province #—No,

20470. Have you answered the question as to whether you favour a prohibitory
law or not -1 would not, I think.

20471. Would you favour the enactment of a law that would impose heavier duties

on whisky, brandy, gin and rum, and that would remove some of the imposts on beer
Epyoxp Ginovux.
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and light wines ™I would favour higher licenses for all those who are selling liquors,
and I would also favour the granting of licenses to only good men. T would favour plac-
Ing the licenses as high as possible.

20472. You think that would be the best plan for checking the evils of intemper-
ance —Yes, and then have fine and imprisonment for drunkenness.

(Transiation.)
By Mr. Gigault . ,

20473. What difference is there between rectified and unrectitied alcohol? What are
the substances so injurious to the health that you find in the liquorsin use ¢ Are there
such substances I—There is no doubt about it.

20474. What are the substances in the unrectified alcohol %—T have never studied
;ohat question, but there is no doubt that the aleohol contains substances injurious to
health. ’

20475. Do you think that wine is beneficial as affording nourishment%—Yes, I
think so. .

20476. Do you think that a moderate use of wine is injurious to health —No,

20477. Can you tell us if there is much illegal selling of liquor in the neighbour-
hood of Quebec I-—1I do not know of any.

20478. Have you ever analysed or obtained a knowledge of the deleterious sub-
stances in smuggled liquor —1I have never ascertained,

20479. However, it is your opinion thatalcohol not rectified is much more injurious
to health than the other -—Yes.

20480. What is the character of the smuggled aleohol %—As T have never seen any,
I am unable to reply to the question.

20481. Mr. Clarke asks if you think that the smuggled liquor would he more general
if Parliament passed a prohibitory Act %—There is no doubt that such would be the case.

PHILLIP J. BAZIN, of Quebec, merchant, on being duly sworn, deposed as

follows :—
By the Chairman :

20482. Are you a native of Quebec —Yes,

20483. T understand your occupation is that of merchant ?—Yes.

20484. Are you amember of the firm of Turcotte & Co. 1—Yes.

20485. How long have you been in business here?—I have been in partnership
about six months, but I have been employed with Turcotte & Co. for 17 years.

20486. What class of business is conducted by the firm?-—They are wholesale
grocers and liquor dealers.

20487. You have no objection, I suppose, to state whether your customers are prin--
cipally located within the province?—Yes, they are. '

20488. Do the liquors sold by your firm include spirits, wine, beer and ale 1—Yes.

20489. Of the spirits, are your supplies principally Canadian or imported I —I sup-
pose the largest quantity is Canadian. ) ) '

20490. When you give that answer do you take into consideration gin, rum and
brandy 7--Yes.

20491. But still you think, notwithstanding the fact that all these are imported,
that whisky made in Canada bears the largest proportion to the whole of your sales ! Yes.

20492. Do you get any whisky from the other provinces, the duty on which has
been paid before it reaches Quebec —Not very often.

20493. The duty is paid here -—Yes, we pay the duty here. It has happened two
or three times that we have had one or two carloads duty paid when it came here.
When we expect a change in the tariff, we obtain it duty-paid.
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20494. That was lest you should have a larger duty to pay when it reached its
destination 7—Yes, that is the only instance.

20495. Have there not been many serious ecases of smuggling detected on the St.
Lawrence during the last 12 months ?—Yes, I have seen that in the newspapers, and T
have alsu seen some sales at the custom-house of what I supposed was smuggled whisky.

20496. You are aware that smuggled liquor has been sold by the Government —
There are many sales made by the Government. .

20497. Is it publicly sold by auction I—Yes,

20493, Who are the principal purchasers ?—I remember one or two sales at which
the purchases were made, it was understood, on behalf of distillers.

20499. Did distillers purchase that liquor with a view to rectifying it afterwards?
—That is what was understood.

20500. They would put it through a process of rectification and afterwards vend it
again1—Yes.

20501. Is it fair to assume, seeing how many cases of smuggling have been detec-
ted, that there must be a good deal of smuggling going on which has not been detected ?
—1It is hard to say, but T suppose so.

20502. If there has been so much detected within the last 12 months, is it a fair
assumption to conclude that there is a good deal of smuggling practised - —Yes.

20503. Can you give the Commissioners any idea as to the parties to whom the
smugglers would dispose of their liquor when they reach a port like Quebec? Would it be
sold to licensed vendors or illicit vendors ™——-That is more than I can say.

20504. Have you formed any opinion on the subject —It may be sold to licensed
merchants, but of course I have no knowledge at all of it.

20505. Would not the licensed vendors run the visk of having it discovered on
their premises by the officers of Excise? Suppose a man having a licensed house bought
a quantity of smuggled liquor, would not his house, being subject to certain supervision,
be liable to be searched by the officers and the liquor thus detected %—Certainly there
would be some risk.

20506. That being so, is it not more probable that this liquor is sold to illicit
vendors, men who sell without licensg 2-—Of course, we have found a diminution in our
sales during the past few years, and we have thought it was due to the smuggling going
on. We paid much less duty than we formerly did, and so we concluded that smuggling
was proceeding. ‘

20507. You are not able to say whether that was the result of your customers get-"
ting liquor through other regular channels, or from a large quantity of smuggled liquor
being sold through people who have no licenses whatever?  You only know you had a
reduced demand ?—Just so. It may be that the Government by selling this illicit
whisky at auction reduces our sales in proportion.

20508. If the bulk of smuggled material is sold to distillers, how would that affect
your sales -1 am aware that only one or two sales were made to distillers. The other
quantities sold were thrown into the market and sold by lots of two, three or five barrels,

20509. Can you tell us by whom they were purchased %I could not say.

20510. Were they purchased by any one 7 Yes, . '

20511. The effect, of course, would be if the stuff was sold openly and purchased
by vendors, whether illicit_or licensed vendors, to decrease the demand through the
regular licensed dealers ?—Yes.

20512, Such would not be the effect, T assume, if the stuff was sold to rectifiers or
distillers 7—It would not be. . ’

20513. It would come out of their establishment again as part of their regular dis-
tillation 2—1I have petitioned the Government not to dispose of the smuggled whisky in
that way.

20514. Am I correct in coming to the conclusion that the wish of the wholesale
vendors of whisky is that this smuggled stuff should be put into the river 2—It should be
destroyed one way or another, but not put on the market and consumed.

20515. What is the object ofithat? The liquor dealers have urged the Government
to discontinue the open sale of this smuggled liquor, T understand —1I would rather,

PuiLLip J. Bazin.
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Mr. Chairman, that my examination be continued in French, as I cannot fully
understand some of the phrases used.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20516. I understand you to say that your sales have diminished and that you attri-
bute the falling off to smuggling. Do you think that the drinking habits of the people
have become less, and therefore vour sales have been affected 7-—I do not think it.
~ 20517. Do you think the people drink as much as they did 15 years ago I—1 have
no reason to believe to the contrary.

By Mr. Clavke :

20518. Did you say that drinking has not decreased during the past 10 years $—1
do not know.

20519. Has drinking among the people increased during the past 10 years I—It
seems to me to be about the same.

20520. If .there had heen a decrease in the drinking habits of the people and of
your customers, your business would have been affected by 16%—Yes. If there had been
a certain decrease, 1 should know it.

20521. Do you know anything about the operation of the Scott Aect in this pro-
vince 7—1 have seen in the papers that some counties wanted to give it up bhecause they
did not find it work satisfactorily. .

20522. Does the Scott Act interfere with the liquor business ?—T suppose it affects
the business.

20523. Would the sales of liquor diminish where the Act was in force %-—1t would
diminish the liquor sales no doubt. :

20524, Are liquors sold to people in Scott Act counties by the trade here %—Yes.

(Translation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

20525. Have the wholesale merchants asked the Government to stop the sale of
confiscated liquors at auction!—We have asked thet, because these sales are hurtful
to our business. The Government does not gain anything by it, inasmuch as they
would receive more duty paid on the liquor we would sell if the smuggled liquor
was not placed on the market. .

20526. Do you know if smuggled liquor was brought in on a larger scale at the
time that there was an increase in the duty &—TI have not any knowledge of the operations
of smuggling, but T think that very naturally it would be so; the tendency would be in
that direction.

20527. Have you noticed by the volume of your business, the effect of bringing in
smuggled liquor, or the adoption by the municipalities of the Scott Act, or the prohibi-
tory by-laws & We do not have very much trade in Quebec, and to my knowledge there
are very few counties where the Scott Act is in force. 'We do but very little business
at Chicoutimi.

20528, What do vou think of the right given to the Municipal Councils to stop the
sale of liquor within their limits 2-—The intention is a very good and wise one, but I do
not think that the results are good everywhere. I mean to say that there is no
such success as we desire to attain, for we have heard that there is as much liquor drunk
where that prohibition exists as anywhere. ‘

20529. Does your house sell as much liquor there as at other places—We do not
know it.

20530. Do vou know of any municipalities where liquor is sold in an illicit manner ?
—Not to my knowledge.

20531. Mr. Clarke asks if, in your opinion, it is preferable in case of persons who
have held licenses for a long time to contin’ue that license even if the proprietor of the
hotel should change —I do not see why it'should not be allowed.

20532. In the city of Quebec, is there much illicit selling —None that I am
aware of ! '
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20533. Do you think the retailers help the authorities to have the law respected ?
—Naturally, it would be to their interest to do so.

By Mr. Clavke :

20534. We have had it in evidence from witnesses that in some places at certain
times the licensed vendors helped the unlicensed ones by selling them liquor to sell
again, and that the two classes of dealers never entered into competition ? Has that been
your experience —No.

20535. Did you ever hear any report of that kind in this province —Not to my
knowledge.

20536. T understand that you have expressed the opinion that there is not much
unlicensed sale in Quebec, that is in the city —There is none to my knowledge. We
see the statements sometimes made in the newspapers to the effect that people have
been found selling improperly. .

20537. Is the law fairly well administered ?—I think so. When arrests are made,
the parties are fined, I believe.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod:

20538. Do you know whether there are many unlicensed places in Quebec 7—No, T
am not aware of any.

20539, It has been stated that there is a considerable number. If there are many,
do you know where they get their liquor? Do unlicensed places smuggle their liquor,
or do they buy it from merchants in the city %1 could not say, I do not know.

20540. Do wholesale liquor merchants when they sell liquor make inquiries as to
whether the persons buying it are licenxed, or are going to sell it illicitly 7—No, as a rule
we do not ask such questions. i :

20541. Do you have reason to believe that unlicensed sellers smuggle most of their
liquor 7T could not. say.

20542, Speaking about smuggling, are the smugglers located here in Quebec or
elsewhere —1I do not know them at all.

20543. You have no reason to believe that the liquor dealers in Quebec smuggle
themselves, and sell smuggled liquer here —I have no knowledge of it.

THOMAS DAVIDSON, of Quebeq, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Chairman :

20544. How long have you been a resident of Quebec 1—Forty years.

20545, What is your occupation —Merchant’s clerk.

20546. By what firm are you employed —By John Ross & Co.

20547. What is their business 7—Wholesale grocers.

20548. Also dealers in liquor ?—No.

20549. Simply grocers?—They are general grocers and importers.

20550. Have they a large number of employees ! Not a very large number, but
just enough for their regular business in Quebec.

20551. Have they any regulation in regard to not employing men who are not
total abstainers —They have no such regulation. ,

20552. Have you given any attention to the question of the liquor traffic in the
city of Quebec I—Yes, I have been observing its effects during my whole residence in
the city ahd neighbourhood. )

20553. On your own account, or as a member of some society I—On my own indi-
vidual account. '

20554. Do you think there is more, or less, drunkenness in the city than there was
ten years ago I—I think there is less.

PriLuip J. Baziv.
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20555, Is it the result of your observation that the laws regulating the liquor traffic
are fairly well enforced, or otherwise 21 really do not know much about the enforcement
of the laws regulating the traffic.

20556. Can you tell the Commissioners if there is much illegal selling in the city -—
Personaily I do not know. 1t is reported that there is, but I do not know personally

-that such is the case.

20557. Have you any idea where the smuggled stuff brought into the city comes
from, and how it is sold—through whom? I am speaking now of that which has not
been sold by the Government, for of course we know that the liquor seized has been
sold. Of course the smugglers must find a market for the stuff they bring in here —No
doubt they do.

20558, Have you any information on the subject 1 really do not know.

20559. Youscannot speak as to whether licensed vendors buy it or those who sell
without license 2—T think it is quite probable that licensed people buy it.

20560. Would they not run the risk of being detected, if they had it on their pre-
mises, by the officers of the Excise -—Not nearly as readily as if they had no license.
Having a license and being legitimate traders they would not run the same risk as per-
sons having no right to have liquor on their premises at all.

20561. But the people who have no right to sell are not generally found out and
visited by the officers of the municipality or Provincial Government. Are there not
special detectives to look after such cases?—There are detectives for the purpose of
preventing illicit sale and they also look after the smuggled liquor. :

20562. Is not that the business of the Inland Revenue Department of the Dominion
Government 7-—T myself know one detective, who informed me that he was appointed for
that very purpose.

By Mr. Clarke :

20563. For what purpose —For the purpose of discovering where the smuggled
liquor went and seizing it wherever he could find it.

By the Chairman :

20564. By whom was he employed T think by the Dominion Government.
20565. That is for the purpose of detecting the illicit importation of stuff which
does not pay duty —Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

20566. I do not understand. Do you mean after it is landed —Before and after
it is Janded. :

By the Chairman :

20567. Your impression is that the smugglers who manage to get in their smuggled
stuff find purchasers among licensed vendors It is my opinion that the principal por-
tion of it goes through the hands of licensed vendors.

20568, Have you been an active temperance worker I—Personally I have been. I
have not been connected with any temperance association for a number of years, but I
have been doing my individual duty in the matter as I thought best.

. 20569. Ts there much drunkenness among the sailors coming to this port —No, I
do not think there is.

20570. Or among the employees on the wharfs ?—Not nearly as much as formerly.

20571. Then there is improvement among those classes *—A decided improvement.

20572. Have you had any experience of the working of the prohibitory clauses of
the license law ?--1 have had no practical experience more than noticing the operation
in counties where the Scott Act was adopted. .

20573. Have you ever lived in any municipal district or county where either of these
Acts was in force 7—I lived for a time in a municipality where there was partial prohibi-
tion, not the Scott Act, but the municipal authorities refused to issue licenses.

20574. Is not that probibition under the present license law %—The municipality
simply refused to grant licenses, and prosecuted any illicit sellers. .
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20575. How did that system work *—TIt worked admirably.

20576. Where was it in operation —In the county of Portneuf, one of the counties
adjacent to the city on the north side of the river.

20577. What is the area of the parish "—The particular parish I refer to is the
parish of St. Rémi, containing about 10,000 people.

20578. Are they scattered throughout the whole place 2~ The village of St. Rémi is
the centre of the parish, but the whole parish was under it.

20579. What is the population of St. Rémi %-—Ahout 2,000.

20580. Was prohibition enforced within the boundaries of the municipality 79—
Entire prohibition.

20581. No licenses were issued —No. .

20582, Was there within the parish a licensed vendor, authorized to sell liquors for
medicinal purposes —I am not certain, I think there was. The doctor of the village T
think had a permit to issue orders to get liquors for medicinal purposes.

20583. We know that doctors have the power to issue prescriptions, but was there
a place in which his prescriptions could be filled 7—Not to my knowledge.

20584. Within the parish -—Not to my knowledge.

20585. Where would the people of the parish get the doctor’s prescriptions filled ?
—In Quebec.

20586, Is it your impression that there was no licensed sale of liquor of any kind
within the parish ?—1I think not.

20587, Can you of your own knowledge say whether there was any illicit sale or
illegal sale -——There must have been some illicit sale, because I know of prosecutions
being commenced for illegally selling.

20588, Were there many such !--No, only one came to my personal knowledge.

20539. Do you think there was more illegal selling after the prohibitory law was
put into effect than there was before 7—No. | T think illegal selling increased when the
railway was constructed through the village six or seven years ago. We had railway
workshops established and strangers came in, and a larger quantity of liquor was used
then than formerly.

20590. Was it brought in from vutside the parish?--It had to be brought from
outside illegally. If it was brought from outside it had to be brought in by parties
illegally because there were no licenses granted to any of the hotels.

20591. Are you speaking of a period when the prohibitory license law was not in
effect —No, it was in effect there, I suppcse, for twenty yem'st

By Mr. Clarke :
920592, Is it in effect now 1—Yes.

\

By the Chairman :

20593. Is there anything to prevent a resident within the municipality coming to
Quebec and obtaining a supply of liquor I—There is nothing at present.

20594. And taking it home 7-—Yes. .

20595. Having observed the effect of that limited prohibition, do you think it
would be advisable that the Dominion Government should pass a law prohibiting the
manufacture, importation and sale of int,oxica.ting liquors of all kinds %—1I think it would
be most desirable. . .

20596. Do you think that such a law could be efficiently carried out!—I think if
the Dominion Government were in earnest, they could carry it out efficiently.

20597. You know something as to the state of public feeling? In the present state
of public feeling do you think such a law could be carried out 7-—1I think it could.

20598. Has your experience led you to the conclusion that public sentiment is such
that a law of that kind could be efficiently worked %—Judgine from the public sentiment
of those municipalities where it is carried out, I think so. T

20599. T am speaking of the whole of the Dominion. Do you think public opinion
is such that a prohibitory law could be enforced efficiently if enacted now ©—I do. I

" will give my reason for thinking so. The only portion of the public who have had an
Tioyas DAvVIDSON
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opportunity to pronounce on the subject have decided in favour of a prohibitory law, 1
refer to the people of the North-west.

By Mr. Clarke :
20600. You mean the pevple of Manitoba ?——Exﬁctly.
By the Chatrman :

20601. That is the ground you take ? —That is one of iny reasons.

20602. You have no doubt observed that there are many counties in Ontario which
adopted the Scott Act and subsequently repealed it 1-—Yes, that is true. ’

20603. What do you think is the state of public sentiment in those counties %I
believe the Scott Act was repealed because it was not efficiently enforced.

20604. But vou have told us you base your opinion that a prohibitory law could be
carried out on the fact of what has taken place in Manitoba —That is one of the reasons.

20605, Ts not Manitoba in its relation to the whole Dominion much the same as a
county is in relation to a province! Yes.

20606. You have told us that you think a prohibitory law is desirable %1 do.

20607. It would destroy of course a large amount of capital invested in brewing
establishments and distilleries, &e. -—Yes, but it would divert that capital to what I
think would be better employment. ‘

2060%. Would it not render it useless for a time 7—Not altogether useless. It
would simply render it useless in that business.

20609. Tf you had the framing of the law, would you propose to compensate the
holders of such properties —No, but I would give them some years’ notice to prepare for
the coming change. .

20610. How long notice do you think would be reasonable -—Five years, I think,
would be a reasonable time.

20611. Have you formed any opinion as to the amount of capital that is invested
in distilleries and breweries and manufactories of liquor?%—I know that the amount
must be very large.

20612. What is your idea as to the amount T really do not know, but it must be
a good many milions. ‘

20613." You have not formed an idea 7—Not any definite idea.

20614. Then that would mean, I suppose, if your theory were carried out, that
prohibition would only come into effect five years from the time of the notice being

‘given 1 —Exactly.

90615. After the expiration of five years’ notice heing given to all concerned —
Yes, and in the meantime public opinion would be preparing for the advent of the new
law, and in this way it would be more likely to be fully enforced.

20616. That is your view 7—Certainly.

20617. Have you any knowledge of the revenue which is derived by the Dominion
and the provinces and municipalities from the liquor traffic —A large amount, probably
seven or eight millions.

20618. Would it not be necessary for the governments of the Dominion and of the
provinces and municipalities to raise that revenue, or a large portion of it, in some way %
—Certainly. '

20619. Have you arrived at any conclusion as to the best method of doing that?
On what classes of the population would you lay the additional burdens —I would leave -
that with the Finance Minister to determine.

90620. You have come to some conclusion as to how that burden would be distri-
buted upon the population, I suppose I—Sir A. T. Galt was one of our Finance Ministers
for many years, and he was one of the most able men in the Dominion. He declared
in a public speech delivered in Sherbrooke some years ago, that if the liquor trade was
prohibited, he, as Finance Minister, would undertake to replace the lost revenue without
any additional burdens being placed on the people.

20621. That was many years ago —Yes. )

20622. Do you see how that could be done ? That was a platform speech, I assume?
—Yes. )
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20623. T desire to ascertain from you how you think such additional income as
would have to be raised to replace not necessarily the whole revenue that would be
sacrificed by a prohibitory law, but a considerable portion of it, should be levied %I
think if the Government would take away about one half of the protection now afforded
to manufacturers, it would make up more than the loss on the liquor traffic and benefit
the country largely.

20624. You would replace the lost revenue on the liquor by further reducing the
revenue from customs duties %——1I do not think it would further reduce it, but would
rather increase the revenue.

20625, You mean to reduce the tariff%-—Yes, by all means and increase the revenue.

20626. You think the efféct of your proposal would be to increase the revenue of
the Dominion I do.

20627. By having Jarger importations I—Yes.

20628, Would not that necessarily result in a reduction of all manufactures¢—
Certainly.

20629. Then that being the case, your scheme would result really in throwing the
burdens upon those who have their capital invested in manufactures ¢ —Not altogether.

20630. But largely —To some extent. I would have protection very much moditied.

20631. You are speaking of the tariff generally on all imported goods, I suppose %—
Manufactures should exist in the country for the general advantage of the whole people,
and not for the special advantage of the manufacturers themselves.

20632. You spoke of a large reduction of the tariff on imported goods, did you not?
—Yes.

20633. Would you make such a reduction as would make manufacturing in
Canada unprofitable #—No, T do not think it would render it unprofitable if there was
a 20 per cent taritf. T think any legitimate manufacture should exist under that, and
if it could not exist on 20 per cent tariff with the added cost of importation then I think
it should not exist at all, but the capital should be diverted to some other purpose.

20634. You have spoken of Sir Alexander Galt, « gentleman for whom I have the
greatest respect, and who is personally known to me. Task whether you know what the
tariff was at the time he made the statement to which you have referred 7—The tariff at
that time was something like 25 per cent, 1 think.

20635. It was 20 or 25 per cent if I remember correctly. Was is not before the
introduction of what is called the ¢ National Policy,” and has not the tariff been largely
increased since then *—It has been very much increased since.

20636. Have the importations during the period decreased 7—1I really do mot
know. I do not think they have much increased. The country has heen progressing
and more importations were required ; probably that kept them from decreasing to any
great extent.

20637. TIs it your impression that the higher tariff has seriously checked importa-
tions I-—I have no doubt that our importations have been very seriously checked. A
great many of the goods we formerly imported we cannot import now.

20633. Your theory is that the loss of revenue to the Dominion which would ensue
from the enactment of a prohibitory Hquor law could be replaced by a reduction in the
tariff of-customs duties upon imported goods, which would have the effect of decreasing,
if not preventing manufacturing in Canada, but would result in increasing importations
that would augment the revenue from customs duties %My opinion is that a 20 per
cent tariff would pay all legitimate expenses of government with a prohibitory liquor
law in existence.

20639. Have I summarized your opinions correctly +—That is correct.

20640. Could Canadian manufacturers continue to carry on business profitably with
a 20 per cent tariff t—That would be for them to consider, I really do not know.

20641. What effect would a twenty per cent tariff have upon home manufacturers ?
—A twenty per cent tariff would give legitimate protection to the manufacturer, I believe.

20642. But suppose in that opinion you were mistaken, would you sacrifice the home
manufacturer ¢—If the home manufacturer could not exist without enormous burdens
being placed on the people, I would certainly sacrifice him.

THoMAS DAvVIDSON.
110



57 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 21.) A. 1894

20643. If he could not live under a twenty per cent tariff, you would allow him to
be abolished ?—Yes.

By Judge McDonald ;

20644. Continuing another branch of the inquiry, I desire to ask you how you
propose to prevent liquor being brought into the country 7—The Government of the
country would have to organize a detective force to seize any contraband liquor found
in the country and destroy it. . .

20645. Have you given this matter some consideration ?—1I have.

20646. You know we have a coast line with bays and indentations of all kinds, both
on the Atlantic and Pacific ?—VYes.

20647. Do you think any force, small in number comparatively, could police these
shores and prevent liquor being brought in —1I would not depend so much on a force to
prevent the introduction of liquor as on a force to seize smuggled liquor in the country
and destroy it. When the police were satisfied that the liquor was contrabrand, it
would be immediately destroyed.

20648. How would you have a staff of officers to do that work —Let each muni-
cipality look after the contrabrand goods found within that municipality.

20649. And who would pay the ofticers I—The municipalities would do it willingly.

20650. Would you leave it to the municipalities to pay them ?—Certainly.

20651. Then you would make each municipality keep a certain staff of officers per-
manently to do that work ?—It would not be necessary to do that. The officers already
in office could do it, and probably they would not find their duties too onerous even by
attending to those matters.

20652. Do you know whether any of the rural districts of this province have
officers permanently on duty as constables, for my opinion is that generally they are
men in other avocations of life, and who merely attend to those duties when needed —
Take this municipality of St. Rémi, to which I have referred. The present officer could
attend to those duties as readily as he now attends to the illicit sale of liquor.

20653. I understood you to say that people caine from there to Quebec and got
what liquor they needed 7—Yes. :

20654. With the Quebec market taken away, would those purchases be illegal?—Yes.

20655. Does not the fact that the people are able to buy liquor in Quebec act as a
safety valve in the way of preventing illegal sale in the municipality to which you have
referred 7 But if you take away that opportunity of obtaining liquor in this city, would
not the illegal sale be increased I—But all sale in that municipality is illegal.

90656. Would not that illegal sale be increased %—Not if there were general pro-
hibition, which would prevent the importation and manufacture of liquor, for there would
be no liquor in the country except what was brought in from outside.

20657. So you think the present officers could much more easily prevent smuggling
then than now —Much more easily than now. '

20658. And would you throw the cost of that supervision on the respective muni-
cipalities +—Yes.

20659. And that supervision would take place mostly in places contiguous to the
coast 7—Not necessarily.

90660. I mean so that the liquor would not get further into the country —Could
not a vessel bring in liquor from St. Pierre to this port and carry it up to Montreal as
readily as it does now !

90661. You would have provision made to search such vessels I suppose %—T would
have the Government adopt every provision necessary to prevent its introduction.

20662. T thought you said you would throw the expense on the municipalities 1—I
say the municipalities would do the work. )

20663. In reply to the objection of the Government being called upon to provide a
force sufficiently large to extend over the vast boundary, you suggested that the work could
be done by the municipalities 7—1 would have some officers appointed by the Dominion
Government, but, in addition, each municipality might take measures to prevent illicit
-sale, or the introduction of liquor within its own boundaries.

20664. Would you have search made on vessels I—Certainly.
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20665. Then if the search was made and illicit liquor found, that liquor, of course,
would never reach Montreal —Yes.

20666. Would not the Dominion Government he called upon to pay the expense of
making the search, and thus enter upon the work entrusted to the municipalities - No.
The municipalities would have nothing to do with the searching of vessels, for that
would be the duty of the Dominion Government.

20667. Would you have another stafl’ of officers emploved also?—No. The staff
employed by the Dominion Government would watch the Atlantic coast, and their work
would be supplemented, in the event of liquor escaping them, by the oflicers employed®in
the rural districts by the different municipalities, which would look after liquor brought
into their own districts. )

20668. How would the cost of all this work be provided —The cost would be a
mere trivial one compared with the cost of regulating the license system now.,

20669. We will take the city of Quebec. We are told that at present there are
seventy-one officers, and that those officers have to take charge of all matters including
infringements of the city by-laws and the collection of taxes. Would that force be em-
ployed in the way you have indicated =—No.

20670. There is still the question of expense to consider !
necessary to maintain the force, at least for some time.

20671. Have you any doubt in your own mind that there would be a necessity for
imposing additional taxes on the people in order to enforce a prohibitory law %I do not
think a single additional cent would be necessary. ’

20672. Do you look upon the liquor traffic as an unmixed evil 7—I do.

20673. Do you look upon the licensing of it as a sin 7—1I do.

20674. Do you think, theréfore, for one moment that with an unmixed evil and
with a thing that is a sin, it should be allowed to be continued five years after notice is
given It would be better to get rid of it in five years rather than not at all.

20675. Would you be content with getting rid of it in five years?—1I think so.

20676. You would put in a plea for five years rather than pay compensation to
distillers and brewers I—1It would take that time anyway.

20677. How I—Because we are not going to abolish it in five years. .

20678. You say that the law should provide for five years’ notice to distillers?
—Yes.

20679. Then, you would pass a law that would, for a period of five years, keep a
sin and an unmixed evil on the people, rather than pay distillers compenszltion and cut
off the traffic at once’—Yes, because we could not get Tid of it earlier.

20680. Would you favour the reimbursement of distillers !-—No.

20681. You have said that you would not reimburse them, because you would give
five years’ notice, and during that period they would have an opportuﬁity to wind up
their business —Yes.

20682. Would you rather not, with an unmixed evil and a sin, pay a certain
sum of money to get rid of it at once I would, if I could.

20683. Then that would rest with the people!—Those five years would give the
distillers ample time.

20684. During all that time you would allow this evil to prevail among the people,
if what you have said be true It is true.

20685. Then, instead of remunerating the distillers, you would like them to run on
just five years I—Certainly.

20686. If the traffic is an unmixed evil and a sin, would it not be right to give
remuneration at once and terminate the evil —I would rather remunerate them than keep
them five years in existence. I would, however, prefer to give them five years’ notice,
because at the end of that time we would be more certain to carry out a prohibitory
law. If compensation were granted and a prohibitory law enacted, the country would

Of course it would be

not be likely to see its satisfactory enforcement. Febtis™
20687. You have told-us that the Scott Act was a failure in Ontario for lack of
enforcement —Yes, that was one reason. Faba: ©

20688. Why was it not enforced !—The Government had no}heart_in enforcing it
THoMAS DAvVIDSON. -
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20689. How much heart would the Federal Government have in enforcing a general
Prohibitory law ?—1It would be much more easily enforced than local laws of that kind.
If no liquor was allowed to be in the country at all, it would be much more easy to regulate
any small quantity that might come in illicitly.

20690. You have stated that the reason of the non-enforcement of the Scott Act
Wwas the want of heart on the part of the Government?—That was one of the reasons.

20691. Could that cause be got rid of %—1I suppose so, if public opinion were suffi-
ciently strong to endanger the existence of the Government.

20692. Public opinion was so strong as to sweep Ontario in favour of the Scott Act
and the great majority of the people voted for it, but three years afterwards repealed
it. Do you not look upon the Government very much as the creature of public opinion ?
—Yes.

20693. Yet you say the Government were half-hearted in enforcing the law 9—1I
believe they were.

20694. You know the City of Quebec, of course?—Yes.

20695. Would you consider a prohibitory law could be enforced in the present
state of public opinion here?—1I could enforce it much more readily than the present
license law.

20696. Would you consider you could enforce thoroughly in the city of Quebec a
prohibitory liquor law %—I believe it could be enforced very well. .

20697. Do you believe it could be enforced thoroughly 9-—There is no law
thoroughly enforced.

20698. But must not this law to be a success be thoroughly enforced %—The law
against stealing is not thoroughly enforced.

20699. Do you put the drinking of liquor, or sale of liquor, and stealing on the
same footing —The cases are perfectly analogous.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20700. What do you say is the name of the firm with which you are connected 1—
John Ross & Co., wholesale grocers.

2070I. Do they sell liquor +—They have not sold liquor for 35 years.

20702. They discontinued its sale at that time -—Yes.

20703. Did they go out of the liquor business %—Yes.

20704. Does your firm do a large business 7—Yes.

20705. You are chief clerk, I understand &—Yes.

20706. You have said you have had experience in municipal prohibition. Do you
believe that municipal prohibition helps to lessen the drinking +—Greatly.

20707. Of course religious and moral influences have entered into the decrease of
drinking —Undoubtedly. .

20708. Has prohibition helped religious teachers and moral agitators ¢—Greatly.

20709. Speaking of the license law as you have observed it in Quebec : is it quite
generally violated +—I think it is. )

20710. Do you believe that as vigorous efforts as can be made to enforce the
Pprovisions of the license law have been put forth +—1I do not think so.

20711. Do you find that men who hold licenses are concerned about having illicit
sellers interfered with =—1I.think so. It would be to their interest to have them
interfered with. '

207192. Yet there is considerable illicit sale %—1I believe so.

20713. You have said something about the cost of regulating the trade. Is the
cost of regulating the trade by licensing very heavy —1I think so.

20714. In what way +—Look at the large force of police, and the Recorder’s Court,
and the Police Magistrate we have in the city. They must all be supported, and a
large portion of their duty is in regard to cases connected with the liquor traffic.

20715. You think if the liquor tratfic did not exist, there would be no necessity for
a considerable portion of those expenses I—Three-fourths of the expenses could be done
away with after, say, ten years of the non-existence of the liquor traffic. .

20716. You have already said that you favour prohibition, and you have given
reasons why you believe\the prohibition oflt;? manufacture, impeértation, as well as the
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sale of intoxicating liquors would be more easily enforced than the regulation of the
trade now is done, and more easily enforced than is local prohibition. Have you
observed, as a business man connected with an important and large business firm, the
effect of the liquor traffic on general business interests outside of the liquor business? If
so, please state what is your observation.—My observation is that it has been injurious
to any legitimate business. i

20717. In what way ¢—A large proportion of the failures I have known have been
caused through the liquor traffic.

20718. In what way?%—Country traders become addicted to the use of liquor and
neglect their business, and that fact accounts for a large proportion of the country failures.

20719. You think that a good proportion of the insolvencies of country traders are
due to the drink habit %—That is my observation.

By the Chairman :
20720. Do you mean due to intemperance —Yes.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20721. What do you regard as intemperance —Intemperance I would regard as an
excessive use of alcoholic liquors.
mde 20722, Do you mean by excessive use the taking of drink frequently ¢—Yes.
mnvs. 20723, Do you consider that intemperance is habitual drinking +—There is a worse
case than that of a man who goes on a spree once a month or once in two or three weeks.
He is better off than the man who is half drunk every day.

20724. You think the periodical spree is not quite as bad as the habitual use —It
is not.

20725. Speaking about a prohibitory law and the cost of enforcement by an army
of officials, do you think that the liquor traffic question and liquor legislation should be
considered wholly in the light of dollars and cents +—No, I do not.

20726. We had it in evidence in the maritime provinces from the largest employer
of labour there, if not the largest individual employer in the Dominion, that he believed
it would pay the Dominion Government to spend every dollar of revenue to enforce a
prohibitory law. Would you take such strong ground —1I would hardly go that length.

20727. I suppose you think it is not a mere matter of dollars and cents when the
moral, physical and mental welfare of the community are concerned %—No, that should
be taken into account, the general moral and spiritual welfare of the people.

20728. You believe that even in Quebec a prohibitory law could be enforced if the
proper machinery were provided I have no doubt of it at all.

20929. Do you believe that a prohibitory law would be as well enforced as the pro-
hibitory provisions of the license law now are -—Much better, because there would be
very much less to regulate. All the liquor in the city now is legal, at least no one can
interfere with all the licensed vendors. Under a prohibitory law, liquor, wherever found,
would be contraband, and would therefore be much more easily looked after.

20730 Speaking of the liquor trade being an unmixed evil and the licensing of the
trade, do you believe the granting of compensation to those engaged in the trade would
be a wrong use of the public money *—1I do.

20731. In regard to giving five years’ notice: do you mean that the trade now
exists and is likely to exist for some time —That is my reason simply.

By Mr. Clarke :

20732. You said you would compensate them by giving them five years -1 did not
suggest that that was the reason why I would give them five years’ notice.

20733. Are you in favour of compensation or not %I am not in favour of compen-
sation. I think it would be wrong to compensate.

20734. Then you would not give five years if you could avoid it ¢—No.

20735. You would shut up the traflic at once I-~Yes.

20736. Has your experience in connection with prohibition been confined to St.
Rémi +—No, not at all.
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20737. Where else have you seen it in operation?—I have travelled all through
this province.

20738. Has your experience been confined to this province ?—I have been in On-
tario also.

The CHATRMAN called the attention of witness to the previous part of his testi-
mony, in which he suggested that five years’ notice should be given to manufacturers
and distillers, and that he had now said that he would wipe the business out without
compensation,

WITNESS—My reason for saying that I would give five years’ notice was because I
‘knew that a prohibitory law could not possibly be enacted and put into force under five
years; but if I were enabled to enact a prohibitory law to-day, I would do so and wipe
out the trade at once.

By Mr. Clarke :

20739. You think it would take five years after the enactment of such a law before
it could really be operated —Yes.

20740. You have had experience in this parish, I believe, and throughout other
parts of Quebec?—VYes.

20741. And in some in Ontario?—Yes.

20742. What places in Ontario 7—Very little there. I lived one year in Ontario.

20743. Where did you live %—1I think in the County of Renfrew. That was a long
time ago.

2(%744. Was a prohibitory law in force?—No. Liquor was being distributed like
water while I lived there.

20745. What was the cause? Was a railway being constructed there %—It was the
custom of the country, and men drank liquor like water.

20746. You say there was no prohibitory law there then {—No.

20747. Is there one there now -—No.

20748. Was your experience of Ontario confined to Renfrew It was.

20749. When you resided there, was the use of liquor very much greater than at
present —Very likely ; I have not been there for a long time, but I think 1t has improved
very much.

20750. What kind of prohibition have you in the rural districts of the province:
have you complete prohibition —We have complete prohibition so far as the municipal
government can give it.

20751. Is it illegal for a person to vend liquor in the municipality +—Yes. e

20752. Is there a probability of residents in the municipality purchasing liquor
outside and bringing it in for domestic use 1—Yes.

20753. Then the kind of prohibition is merely a prohibition of the sale by tavern
keepers I—Yes, that is the only prohibition.

20754. That is the only prohibition that prevails there I—Yes.

20755. The Scott Act was carried by many of the counties in Ontario, and even
by large majorities in some counties I—Yes. :

20756. You have given the Commissioners your -opinion that the reason that the
Act was repealed was its non-enforcement %—That is my opinion.

20757. The Act having been carried by large majorities and put into operation by
the people of the county or locality by an overwhelming vote, to what do you attribute the
apathy that has prevailed in enforcing it 7—I attribute it to the fact that the Govern-
ment did not appoint officials.

20758. But the Government did appoint officials.—Where were they ?

20759. They appointed Stipendiaries and Inspectors. Why,then,was the Act not en-
forced? You have given an opinion. Is it not a fact that any person could lay infor-
mation under the Scott Act; and if the people desired to have the law enforced, there
was really no difficulty standing in the way %—I understood that the Government never
appointed proper officials to enforce the Act.

20760. Why was the Act not enforced, when the people had the question practically
in their own hands —You assume that the Government did appoint officials, and then
Yyou ask me why the people did not enforce the Act.
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20761. Although without experience of the law in Ontario, you have expressed
the opinion that the Act was repealed because it was not enforced %-—Yes.

20762. And in answer to a question you have said that this was because the Gov-
ernment was half-hearted in the matter, and did not see to the enforcement of the Act?
—7Yes.

20763. But the Government appointed officials #—Was that the case?!

By the Chairman :

20764. To what Government do you refer?—I refer to both, but mainly to the
Dominion Government. T

By Mr. Clarke :

20765. Has the Dominion Government anything to do with the appointment of
officers to enforce the Scott Act —Yes.

20766. You have found fault with the Government —Yes, because they passed an
Act and did not enforce it.

By the Chairman :

20767. Was it not the'duty of the municipalities adopting the Act to see that it
was carried out —There was some conflict of authority.

20768. Would you consider that to be the duty of the municipalities T would.

20769. And you are of the opinion that the municipalities did not etficiently per-
form their duty ?—I am. )

20770. Yet you would thrust upon the municipal authorities to a very great extent
the enforcement of a Dominion prohibitory law 91 would require their assistance.

20771. I think your answer was that you would leave the enforcement, the watch-
ing for smugglers and all those features of a prohibitory law, very largely to the muni-
cipal authorities %—No. ‘

20772. My impression is that you said that the district should be looked after by
. the municipal authorities +—The law being a Dominion one, 1 should wish to see the
Dominion Government first strive to enact it, and then require the municipalities to give
them all aid possible. :

20773. You would, in the rural districts, largely look to the municipalities to carry
out the law %—Yes.

20774. You are convinced from what you have seen in the past where the Scott
Actewas in operation that the people did not carry out the law I—I think not.

By Mr. Clarke :

20775. You never resided in a Scott Act, county —No.

20776. Your opinion is based on what you have heard 1—Yes.

20777. You have no personal knowledge at all -—No.

20778. Do you know of any country where a prohibitory law is in force —In the
State of Maine there is a prohibitory law.

20779. Do you know anything as to how the law is enforced there —Nothing
further than that I have the testimony of Neal Dow, the father of that law, who says it
is as well enforced. as any other law in the State,

20780. I unders’ooqd you to say that you would replace the revenue that was lost
by the abolition of the liquor trade by lowering the duties now imposed on imports —
Yes.

20781. You would not have a higher tariff on imported goods than 20 per cent, I be-
lieve +—Sir Alexander Galt declared that would do, and T consider him a much better
authority than I am.

20782. You take his word for it 1 do.

70783. You have no knowledge, I suppose, as to how it could be done —No, I have
not thought of it sufficiently.

207 84, You have expressed your opinion that there are a great many failures
owing to intemperance on the part of merchants —A good proportion, I said.
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20785, Do you know what proportion —Probably 20 per cent.

20786. Do you include in the 20 those who drank liquor in the morning, those
who took wine for dinner every day, or those who drank to excess ?—They had got
largely to excess before they failed, as a rule. They were no doubt very moderate for
years, but they ultimately became very immoderate. !

20787. Had they been immoderate for a certain number of years before they
failed =—Yes.

20788. Were there no local conditions connected with trade that caused their
failure 7—There might have been.

20789. Those you have not taken into consideration !-—Yes.

20790. Might not one be keen competition in business —Yes.

20791. Also the opening of new avenues of trade 1—No doubt that would influence
the matter, but men half drunk are in no.condition to compete with clearheaded men.

20792. Does your trade give credit to merchants who are half drunk all the time!
—No. So soon as a trader hecomes in that condition, we stop his credit.

20793. Then you would trade with such men until they get into a condition of
drinking immoderately %—We do not close their credit so long as they pay fairly well.

20794. You attribute those failures to the fact that the merchants were im-
moderate drinkers and were half drunk all the time +—No, to the fact that they drank
immoderately, not were half drunk all the time.

20795. How do you classify them %-Men who drink intoxicating liquors to excess
I call drunkards.

20796. Are those the men you refer to—those who drink intoxicating liquors to ex-
cess —Yes.

By the Clhairman :

20797. T think you have said that in your opinion if a prohibitory law were en-
acted, about three-fourths of the expense of maintaining Magistrates and police would be
unnecessary 1-—Yes, in the course of time, not immediately.

20798. How long after the enactment or passing of a prohibitory law would that
statement be true I—The process would be a gradual one, and would apply %o insane
asylums, and jails and all those institutions, but it would be a gradual process.

20799. Take Quebec. There is the Recorder’s office, for instance, and the police
force. The police force does not appear to be a very large one. The men have to deal
with breaches of the statute and by-laws respecting clearing snow, also the collection of
indebtedness to the city, and it has been given in evidence before us that the cases
apart from those connected with drunkenness numbered about 2,800—these being
largely cases in connection with collection of debts and breaches of the by-law, and of
this number 2,500 were criminal cases. With that state of things, how could you
abolish the Recorder’s Court and police force I—I would not abolish them.

20800-1. Then how would you economize and save three-fourths of the amount —We
could not economize to the extent of three-fourths in Quebec, but taking the municipali-
ties all over the country, there would be a smaller proportion of those officers needed in
the city.

20};02. What expenses do you think a municipality could save if we had a pro-
hibitory law %-—All expenses flowing from the liquor traffic, and its consequences on the
People.

P 20803. Give the Commissioners some idea what they are, in your opinion —Insanity
is very much increased by the liquor traflic, and in course of time that would decrease,
and the same would be the case in regard to crime.

20804. Would it decrease to the extent that the people would be able to do away
with the institutions altogether +—No.

20805. Then prohibition would not do away with crime to an extent that would
enable the people to dispense with the Magistrates I—-No, but the expenditure ciuld be
reduced.

20806. Or do away with the police force —No; you could reduce it, but not do
away with it. In course of time it would be reduced by as large a Rroportion as three-
fourths.
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20807. Would not the expense of the Police Court and the Magistrate’s office be
much greater in cities than in the rural districts #—Yes, no doubt.

20808. You do not think-that either the police force, or the Recorder or Police
Magistrate could be abolished in a city like. Quebec I-——No, not entirely.

20809. Have you considered the amount of revenue which the province derives from
the liquor traflict—No.

20810. Do you know what that revenue is in the Province of Quebec?—I do not.

920811. The Commissioners have had returns submitted to them showing that it is
in the neighbourhood of $600,000 from the granting of licenses for the sale of liquor
alone. In what way would you replace that revenue to the treasury of the province !
—If there was no other way of raising that revefue, I would raise it by direct taxation.

20812. By direct taxation on the people you would raise $600,000 taken out of the
treasury of the province +—Yes.

20813. Do you think that would be a popular movement in the province —I think
it would replace the revenue, whether the movement was a popular one or not.

20814. Do you think it would be popular %—Possibly not. I think few people are
enlightened enough vo support it. ,

208135. Then it wouid nov be a popular movement —No.

20816. You spoke of a general prohibitory law being more easily enforced than a
prohibitory law in the municipal districts 2—Yes,

20817. You further said it could be more easily enforced —Yes.

20818. Is the law not enforced in those municipal districts simply because public
sentiment is not in favour of it by a considerable preponderance —No doubt.

20819. Are you quite certain that public sentiment throughout the Dominion is pre-
ponderatingly in favour of a general prohibitory law at this time?—I think the public
sentiment of the Dominion is in favour of a prohibitory law, but I do not think there is
a preponderating influence in that direction yet; but the educative effect of one or two
years’ existence of the law would bring public sentiment up, as it has done in the muni-
cipality to which I have referred.

20820. Am I correct in concluding that you think the practical way of bringing
about prohibition would be to give the interested parties engaged in the manufacture of
spirits and intoxicating liquors 5 years’ notice, and at the end of that period the law
might be inedaquately enforced, but in your opinion it would be such an educator that
in time it would be efliciently enforced I—1T think there would be such an educative force
at work during those tive years that a prohibitory law could be enforced afterwards.

20821, Then at the end of five years public sentiment would be such that the law
could be efficiently enforced. I understood you to say that it would require some experi-
ence of a prohibitory law before it could be effectively enforced —1I think it could be
effectually enforced.

20822, Without any experience of the working of it -—Yes. I would regard those
five years as being practically a prohibition period, because it was certain that at the end
of five years prohibition would take place, and the people would prepare for the change.

20823. It would not be prohibition if the manufacture of liquor were permitted to
go on, and there would, under that state of things, be no experience of prohibition by the
people '—No.

20824. Do you think a longer period than that would be required to educate the
people up to an efficient enforcement of the law I think it would be necessary to have
a longer period than that. I believe the longer it is in existence the stronger public
sentiment will be in its favour.

20825. Then there would be five years of notice ; and how many years would you
put down as necessary for educational purposes ?—I believe it could be immediately
fairly well enforced. It would bé better year Ly year as it continued in force, and every
year beneficial effects would become manifest. Of course it could not be passed until a
majority of the electors of the Dominion wished it. That is the first step. If the
majority decided to have prohibition and it was enacted, then when it had been in exist-
ence two or three years, it would gradually acquire more strength and be supported
thoroughly by public sentiment.
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20826. I am led to ask you these questions in consequence of the statement you
made that a general prohibitory law would be more easily enforced than a prohibitory
law in a municipality %—Perhaps you misunderstood my answer to that question. My
reagon for giving that answer was this: any quantity of liquor exists in the country now
under the license system legally, and can be sold. Under a prohibitory law there would
be no liquor imported or manufactured, and there would be no liquor in existence except
a small quantity of the contraband article, and wherever that was found the very fact
of its being liquor would prove it contraband, and consequently it would be much more
easily detected and proved than is illegal liquor now among legal liquor. That is my
reason for entertaining the belief that a general prohibitory law would be much more
effectual than the efforts now made to regulate the traffic.

20827. But would it not be necessary that public sentiment should be such as would
encourage an effectual enforcement of the law %—Certainly.

20828. Because you have obtained prohibitory measures in those municipalities
simply on account of a preponderating sentiment in favour of them !—Yes. :

20829. Would you permit the sale of alcoholic liquors for medicinal purposes +—
Certainly.

20830. How would you regulate that sale —Just as the sale of all other poisons
is regulated now ; I would register the druggist and doctor.

20831. Are you aware that a system of that kind is in existence at present ! That
in some of the municipal districts in Quebec where they have prohibition there are
licensed vendors, and also that in counties where the Scott Act is in operation there are
also licensed vendors? Have you made yourself at all acquainted with the way in which
the law has been observed by those licensed vendors?—1I think it has been greatly
abused.

20832. From the information placed before the Commissioners the law has certainly
not been observed in its spirit at least, if in its letter. Would there be danger of the
same thing occurring under a general prohibitory law +—Not so much danger, although
the danger would exist. The taste for liquor would gradually die out to a far
greater extent than could possibly be the case where it can be had at almost every
door.

20833. Some reference has been made to the State of Maine, where they have a
prohibitory law in force, and I think that law has been in existence for perhaps 40 years?
—1It has been in existence a long time. .

20834. Can you tell the Commissioners if that law is enforced '—Personally I do
not know.

20835. Would you be surprised to hear that in Portland the commitments for
drunkenness are larger than in the city of Montreal +—I would really be surprised to
hear that. The municipal government of Portland may have fallen into the hands of the
liquor men, for all I know. If they have to do with the enforcement of the law I should
not be astonished at that state of things.

20836. I have had a statement supplied to me for the information of the Commission,
prepared by an ardent advocate of temperance and prohibition, and for one year, the
figures for which we are given, the commitments, so far as I can remember—that is
commitments for drunkenness and offences against the liquor law—were 50 per thousand
of the population, and T think in Montreal the commitments of all kinds do not exceed
45 per thousand.—Indeed. ’

By Judge MeDonald :

20837. Would you favour a vote being taken over the whole Dominion on this
question —Yes, I would favour that strongly. .

20838. Supposing that vote to be taken, and you found .the l\Ian.t;nne,Provinces
voting strongly in favour of prohibition, Quebec strongly against prohibition, Ontario
about evenly balanced, Manitoba strongly in favour, and British Columbia strongly
against, would you consider it just to enforce a prohibitory law in British Columbia
with a population ten to one against it %—You could get out of all the difficulty by
allowing each Local Government the privilege of passing a prohibitory law.
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By the Chavrman :

20839. But that would not be a Dominion law +—No ; T would rather have a Domi-
nion law, but I think the Local Government should have the right to pass a prohibitory
law. I would rather have the Dominion Parliament pass a prohibitory law, but if that
is impracticable or impossible, T would like a local measure in the meantime.

By Mr. Clarke :

20840. What proportion of the inmates of asylums are incarcerated there on account
of excessive use of drink, either on their own part or on the part of their parents?—I
have no knowledge other than newspaper reports.

20841. Have you any knowledge at all on the subject —No.

20842. Where could the Commissioners obtain a copy of the speech delivered by
Sir Alexander Galt, to which you have referred 7—1 do not know.,

20843. How many years have elapsed since it was delivered %—Twelve or fifteen.

20844. Would you prohibit the importation of liquor in the different provinces for
sacramental purposes %1 think intoxicating liquor should not be used for sacramental
purposes.

20845. Would you prohibit those who think differently from you from using it *—
Certainly not.

Rev. FRANCOIS HENRI BELANGER, Curé de St. Roch de Québec, on being
duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By Mr. Giganlt:

20846. About how many years have you been in orders —I have been in the
priesthood sixteen years.

20847. And as curate ?—About seven years.

20848. How do you find the license law to work 1—It is altogether defective.

20849. The law itself 7—No, I believe the law is good ; but it is not enforced.

20850. To what do you attribute the violation of the law %—This is what 1 ascer-
tain. The number of licenses is excessive ; and besides, the punihment for the fourth
or fifth offence is the same as for the first. If T understand correctly, the law makes a
gradation between the first, second and third offences, whilst in the majority of cases, if
not in all, there is no difference made in the punishment of offenders. I know of several
persons at St. Roch, who were prosecuted for third and fourth offence, and punished
as though it was the first offence only. I know of a mistress keeping a house of ill-fame,
who has been prosecuted repeatedly for selling liquor without a license, but she has
always been condemned to pay the same fine, and the punishment is never increased.

20851. Do you know of any cases where the fines imposed were not paid +—1I have
been informed, and in a certain manner I know, that one individual on whom a fine was
imposed continued selling liquor until he was able to pay the fine. Then again I can
say that two weeks ago the hotel keepers in my parish had not paid their licenses
renewable May 1st. I am in favour of the present law, as much as I understand of it,
but I am also in favour of its complete execution.

20852. Do you desire to stop the abuses 1T desire that the law be enforced.

20853. Do you know if there are any illegal sales of liquor in your parish %—There
have been, but I do not know if there are any now. Proceedings have been taken in
several cases ; but I do not know of any one in my parish who has been imprisoned for
selling liquor illegally.

20854. Are there many hotels in your parish ?—There are forty in all the parish,
and sixty liquor dealers.

20855. Do you think that is a considerable number —Considerably too many.

Tuoxmas Davipsox.
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20356. What remedy would you suggest ?—We ought to be much more strict in
granting licenses. In the majority of cases, the people to whom the licenses are granted
have signed, even the inn-keepers themselves. It is only necessary to examine the docu-
ments on which the licenses have been granted to prove this. I would recommend that
we should be more strict in granting licenses. However, I should prefer that they were
not s0 numerous.

20857. Is there much selling of liquor on Sunday *—Plenty.

20858. Less by the licensed grocers than the hotel-keepers I—Certainly. Idraw the
attention of the Commission to the fact that the parish of St. Roch, Que.,is about a mile
-square. I speak of what is to be found south of the River St. Charles, inhabited by a
population of twenty thousand souls. There are at least one hundred licensed liquor
dealers there, and proclaimed as such. So I think I have reason to say, that we have
granted too many licenses altogether.

20859. In vour opinion, has drunkenness increased or diminished during the last
few years *—In my opinion it has increased considerably. I have noticed what has been
stated before the Commission, but in spite of that evidence, I retain my opinion. I
naturally speak particularly of the parish of St. Roch. Drunkenness is the great plague
of the country, as well as the city.

20860. Do you think it would be to the interest of the temperance cause if the
duties on strong drink were increased and the duties on light wines reduced -—The law
that has been passed in France is perfectly just. The duties on the strong drinks are
high while the light wines are allowed to go duty free, or nearly so.

20861. Is a general prohibitory law desirable, in your opinion %—I do not place on
the same footing the abuse and the moderate use of liquor. A prohibitory law would
not secure any practical, it would not secure any good results. According to experience
there is more liquor sold where the traffic is forbidden than where, with necessary pre-
cautions, it is allowed. A law passed with the object of restraining something evil in
us, has the effect of forming public opinion in an opposite direction ; that is very
evident.

By the Chatrman :

920862, Are there many places selling liquor in your parish %—In my parish there
are more than 100 persons selling’liquor, including barkeepers and grocers. The popu-
lation in my parish is about 2,000.

20863. Are there many places selling liquor without a license 71 am perfectly
sure there are, but I do not include them when I say that 100 persots are selling liquor
there.

20864. You are speaking only of recognized licensed places %—Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

20865. Have you any experience in regard to the working of that Act?—My
information in regard to the working of the Scott Actis only learned from others.

20866. Have you had any experience in regard to local option under the present
license law, where municipalities have refused to grant certificates for the issue of
license *—Tf that system were enforced, I consider it would be beneficial.

20867. Do you think it would be preferable to the Scott Act 7—I am not at all in
favour of the Scott Act.

By Judge McDonald :

20868. In regard to liquor allowed to be sold in }icensed places, have you con-,
sidered the question of permitting the use of light wines and doing away with the
heavier liquors : do you think such would be an advantage '—1I have already said that I
would be in farouar of light wines, but not in favour of heavier liquors. -

20869. In regard to wine‘used for sacramental purposes, must it be fermented wine ?

—Of course.
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod.

20870. Have you observed whether any proportion of poverty, crime, family disorder,
and neglect of religion are traceable to drink 7T am obliged to admit that, to a large
extent, they are due to liquor.

20871. Do you think that the legalization of the drink trade encourages the drink
habit —1I am perfectly sure that if the law were executed, it would prove a good one ;
but, of course, if the law is not enforced, excess comes.

20872. Would you have strong restrictions placed upon licensees %—Certainly ; I
desire the law to be executed.

20873. Have you had an opportunity to compare the condition of a community in”
which there are licensed places for the sale of liquor with the condition of a community
where municipal prohibition is enforced -—Not at all. T know that where the Scott
Act was in force, I am not speaking of all places but a certain place. According to the
statement of Bishop Beauchamp, Bishop of Chicoutimi, liquor was sold, and liquor was
sold to even a greater extent than when that Act was not in force.

20874. Do you believe that a law against an evil thing has any effect in forming
and strengthening public sentiment against that evil thing +—1 do not consider liquor is
an evil and a bad thing in itself. It is a good thing, and it is only the excess of it that
is bad.

20875. Do you think that a law which would prevent the excess would strengthen
public opinion against the excess I—Certainly.

20876. But you do not think that liquor in itself is bad *—Liquor in itself is cer-
tainly not bad.

By Judge McDonald :

20877. Can you conceive Ph'a.t public sentiment, would be opposed to a law to pre-
vent excess I—No. Public opinion will always be in favour of a good thing.

20878. Ifa law that is flagrantly and continuously violated remains on the statute-
book 7—Certainly, if it is continuously violated.

20879. Will it not be apt to conduce to a feeling of contempt for law —Yes.
By Mr. Clarke : '
20880. Is the use of liquor in moderation a sin or an evil thing +—No, it is a good
thing.
By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20881. Have ’you noticed that the moderate use tends to the excessive use of

liquor 7—You may say the same of all good things. Of course the use of a good thing
in excess does harm, and it becomes bad.

20882. Do you think there is a stronger tendency to excess in the use of liquor
than there is in the use of other things T am obliged to say that there is.

REev. Francois HENRI BELANGER.
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Rev. RICHARD WHITMORE NORMAN, Dean of the Cathedral of Holy
, Trinity, Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

20883. How long have you resided in Quebec I—About four and a half years.
20884. I believe you resided in Montreal previous to that time —Yes, for over
twenty years.

By Judge McDonald :

20885. What is the position of the Church of England in regard to the wine to be
used in the holy communion ; is it to be fermented or unfermented wine }—Do you
mean in this country ?

20886. I mean in the ecclesiastical province of Canada?—The Provincial Synod of
the ecclesiastical province of Canada a few years ago, I think in 1886, passed a resolu-
tion, a canon in fact, that the wine to be used in the holy communion shall be always
fermented wine. It was passed by the Provincial Synod, which is the highest assembly
of the Anglican community in Canada.

20887. Does your own opinion accord with the canon %—Entirely.

20888. Have you considered the question of the advisability of encouraging the
use of what are called light wines and beers, and seeking to restrict the use of the
heavier and spirituous liquors #—I have considered it, but not perhaps very closely. I
think it would be high}y desirable if the people could be induced to take light wines or
beers rather than the strong spirituous liquors which they now consume. I think there
are one or two very important points to be considered in regard to this question, which,
whether we be total abstainers or not, are of vital consequence to the community. In
my opinion, one of the objects to aim at is a proper supervision of the quality of the
liquor that is sold in places of public entertainment. I know from my experience in
Montreal that the number of places where liquor is sold is out of all proportion to
the population and is far too large. And though I have not the personal knowledge my-
self, yet I have reason to believe that the quality of the liquor sold is most injurious to
health, as well as highly intoxicating, The number of places where liquor is sold should
be very much curtailed, and there should be, if possible, some authority, such as an In-
spector, who would test the quality of the liquor offered for sale. I am not in favour of
prohibition, because I do not think it could possibly be observed, and it could not prove
effectual. If the people wish to drink, they will drink, and the only result is that a cer-
tain amount of the spirit of deception is fostered. It is a very demoralizing thing for
anybody or any community to get into the habit of breaking a law. If you break one
law you will probably break another, and this injures the moral sense of the individual
very much. If you have a high license in force, the quality of the liquor is always bad,
and it is therefore more injurious to the health of those who partake of it. I am inclined
to think that where prohibition has been the law, it has not succeeded. At the hotels
in the city of Portland, which I frequently visit, you may order what you like. Itis ex-
ceedingly bad liquor, still you can get it ; and I think that very fact is injurious to the
moral sense of the community, namely, that although a prohibitive law is on the statute-
book, the people openly violate it. It is true the hotel-keepers can be fined, but they com-
pensate themselves from their sales. I think the true remedy for drunkenness is the edu-
cation of the people. I am of the opinion that indulgence in spirituous liquors is in pro-
portion to the education of the people, and certainly it does not prevail to the same extent
it did some years ago, and I hope that education, moral suasion and good example will
produce fruit in a larger degree among the community at large. It is useless to passlaws
which do not carry with them the weight of public opinion; they become dead letters,
and prove injurious to the community. I do not desire to speak on questions of finance
and revenue, because those are not my business. I look upon this subject, and this is
principally due to my calling, from the moral standpoint ; and what we should try to do
1s, to diminish intoxication by the adoption of those remedies of which I have spoken, by
diminishing the number of places where liquor is sold and by instituting a proper inspec-
tion of the quality of the liquors sold. Much can be done by educating the young in the
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matter ; and having had during my life a great deal to do with young people, and I hope
having had some influence for good over them, I have endeavoured to make them total
abstainers. While I do not consider alcoholic liquors to be wrong or injurious if taken
in moderation, I consider that if young people grow up without knowing the taste of
liquor, they are spared many temptations of mankind, their pockets are not likely to be
depleted, and moreover they do not need in a country like this, where the air is so brac-
ing and exhilarating, stimulants to the extent perhaps as people who live in a damp
climate may need them. I recommend all young people whom I train in any way, reh-
giously or morally, not to know liquor, never to taste it and never to have anything to
do with it; but I do not recommend them to take the pledge, for I believe that volun-
tary abstinence is a higher act of self control than taking a formal pledge. I respectthose
who think otherwise than I do, and I am only expressing my own individual opinion.
The prospects of Canada are highly favourable in that way. I think there is growing
up among us a body of young people of both sexes who do not know what the taste of
liquor is, and have no temptation to take it, who enjoy good health ; and although it is
perfectly possible to be sinful and at the same time be total abstainers, yet at the same
they are spared many temptations which otherwise might befall them. Among my young
acquaintances of both sexes, I searcely know one who has ever tasted liquor, except when
he or she has come to the Lord’s table. I have yet to learn that any person coming in
a proper frame of mind to that ordinance, will ever be likely to fall into intemperate
habits by partaking of the cup at that sacred rite.

20889. Do you consider that a law on the Statute-book which is flagrantly and
persistently violated has an evil effect on the community 1 certainly think so.

20890. Is it apt to induce contempt for all law ©—It is apt to induce contempt for
all law, and it tends to produce a confusion between what is absolutely and dis-
tinctly wrong, and what is simply wrong because it is illegal, and also it tends to bring
about a habit of deception decidedly demoralizing.

20891. Have you in your experience of Canada found that there has been a great
change in the social customs of the people in regard to the use of intoxicating liquors —
Certainly ; T have noticed a change.

20892. Do you attribute that change to the influence of religion and education, or
is it due wholly or in part to prohibitive legislation %1 attribute part of it most dis-
tinetly to the way in which public opinion has been acted on by those good and respect-
able people with whom I do not agree exactly on this subject, those who are in favour
of total abstinence. I was very pleased to see when I visited England and dined out
among my relatives and at other houses, the proportion of people who took nothing in
the way of stimulants and whose abstinence was not noticed, whereas when I was a
boy, if a person did not take wine and beer at dinner, he was laughed at and ridiculed.
Now ladies and gentlemen who move in the best society take nothing, and no one
makes a remark. While, no doubt, the influences of religion and morals have had a
good deal to do with this change, we ought to pay a debt of gratitude to those who have
so earnestly performed, what was a duty in their minds, the work of pressing the desir-
ability of adopting total abstinence on every one. No doubt their efforts have had an
effect on the public.

20893. Have you any knowledge of the working of the Church of England Temper-
ance Society 7—Not very much.

20894. Taking that society as it is, do you think the double pledge is valuable, the
first being a pledge for total abstinence, and the second a pledge not to treat%—Cer-
tainly I think it is good, because it spreads widely the interest on such an important
question and prevents the subject being dealt with in a too narrow spiris.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

20895. Have you, as a pastor, observed whether any proportion of the poverty,
crime, family disorder and neglect of religion is traceable to the drink habit or the drink
trade -—Certainly, I must admit that a proportion is attributable to the drink habit,
that is to excessive drinking.

20896. Do you think the legalization of the drink trade encourages the drink
habit 1—1It is very difficult to answer that question exactly. I am perfectly certain that

Rev. RicHARD WHITMORE NORMAN,
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people would drink whether the sale of stimulants was legal or not. I think it would
only encourage drinking in this way, that persons who are determined to exceed, would,
of course, avail themselves of the facilities to obtain stimulants.

20897. Do you think more people drink because the trade is legalized than would
drink if the trade was not legalized %—1 do not think it would make very much differ-
ence. During my experience in England as a young man at the University of Oxford,
where there were 3,000 under-graduates, I only knew of two who ever exceeded ; they
were low down and lost caste in society in consequence. '

20898. You have said that violation of law has a demoralizing effect on the people of
a community. From your observation in Quebec and Montreal, have you noticed
whether violation of the prohibitive provisions of the license law has had a demoralizing
effect 7—1I do not think I have had much opportunity of judging.

20899. Have you reason to believe that the license law is violated —1I can hardly
say that. T should say it was violated, but T have not had an opportunity of judging.

20900, You have said that you counsel young people to abstain from the
use of drink. Do you think that legalizing the trade and providing facilities for drink-
ing and inducements to drink, help young men to carry out your advice as to abstinence,
or do they make it more difficult for young men to follow the good advice that you give
as to abstinence 1—1 should think not. There is a law in human nature to this effect,
that if there is difficulty experienced in obtaining a thing, that fact causes the individual
to be more desirous to get it. If young men could obtain liquor without diffieulty, and
they had been taught to abstain from it, I do not think the fact that the sale was legal-
ized would have any effect on their action.

20901. Is it because a thing is prohibited that human nature, in its depravity,
desires to do it ?—I think that is human nature all over.

20902. May that account for the violation of the decalogue?—1I think it has
probably something to do with it. .

20903. You have said that there are many temptations attending drinking from
which young people who abstain are free —To which they are mot so subject certainly.

20904. And yet you are not sure that the establishment of the trade, with all
the facilities for drinking, makes it more likely that young people will drink who might
otherwise abstain /—I think not.

20905. Speaking about the violation of law and the demoralizing effect of such
violation—and I suppose you had in mind violation of the liquor law especially—do you
think that the violation of the liquor law is more demoralizing than the legalized liquor
trade itself 7—1I think that question is an exceedingly difficult one to answer, because it
involves a knowledge of statistics, which I certainly do not possess, and an inquiry into
the subject that I cannot give. It appears to me that we must first arrive at an under-
standing as to whether the use of liquor under any circumstances is wrong. I do not think
it is wrong. I do not see, therefore, there can be anything wrong in its being legalized,
provided the liquor be wholesome ; but I think that if people get into the habit of
violating what they know to be a law, it injures their moral sense in more ways than
one. If liquor be wrong, there is an end to the matter, and trade in it should not he
legalized, but I do not admit that liquor is wrong.

20906. I think you said that there should be very careful supervision as to the
quality of the liquor, and also that the number of places should be restricted. Why
should the number of places be restricted ?—Because I do not think we should make
it particularly easy to obtain liquor, and the more you multxplx those places, the more
difficult is it to keep them under control and to see that the law is observed.

20907. You evidently believe, then, that there is a great deal of evil resulting
from the drink trade and drink habit%—From the intemperate use of drink.

20908. And you think that the restriction of the number of places would reduce
the evils that grow out of the drink trade. Do you think there would be less sale if
there were fewer places selling #—1I should think so, probably.

20909. And good would result from reduced sale +—Yes.

20910. If good would result from the restriction in that degree, do you think
greater good would result if there were still greater restrictions®—I think very likely.
The number should be dimished to something like a reasonable one. The people should
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be able to purchase what is necessary, but I do not think we should have a saloon or
anything of that kind close to everybody’s door, so that liquor will be too easily within
the reach of the individual. :

20911. At what point would you stop the restriction I—I have never calculated
that. I remember some years ago the matter came before the people in Montreal, and
I willingly signed a petition to reduce the number of places selling, because it was out
of all proportion to the population, compared with other cities, and necessarily, there-
fore, the places could not be kept under that control which it is desirable should be
exercised.

20912. Taking your statement altogether, it is in effect this, that evil results from
the drink trade and the drink habit. Do you think that a law against such evils as
result from the drink trade would have any effect in creating and strengthening public
feeling against those evils 11 doubt it very much.

20913 Do you think public opinion against the evils that admittedly result from
the drink trade, would be strengthened by the removal of restrictions from the trade, so
as to perinit the trade to go unchecked and unhindered #—1I do not think that legal pro-
hibition would have any effect on those who are disposed to take liquor, not any
material effect on those who are disposed to drink. I do not think that is the way to
remedy the evil. I think that the evil from drink arises from the excessive use of it,
not from the thing itself. o

20914. Do you think the restriction of the number of places would lessep the
amount of drinking I think it would.

20915. Where would the perversity of human nature come in as to that point 7 If
the opportunity to get drink were restricted, would that not strengthen the desire to
get drink, instead of lessening it +—1I do not think so. It would simply amount to this :
If a person knew that the nearest place where he could obtain liquor was some distance
from his house, he would think twice before he went to purchase it ; whereas if it was
close at hand, he would probably go out at once. But if you shut up all those places,
and tell the people that they cannot have any liquor, then a certain class at all events
would simply make up their minds to obtain by dec':eption what they wanted.

By Judge McDonald :

20916. Have you given any consideration to what is known as the Gothenburg
system, under which the Government take control of the sale of liquor I—I have not.

20917. Do you think it would be well, if the trade is to be carried on at all, that
the Government should take the sale into their own hands and appoint salaried officers,
the Government taking all the profits, the salary paid to the officer not furnishing an
inducement to make large profits out of the business +—It sounds feasible, but I have
never given it any consideration, so as to be able to give a decided opinion on it. That
would encourage the idea of inspection, which is a matter of very great importance.

20918. It would cover inspection of liquors, and limitation of the number of places
selling, the appointment of officials by the Government on salaries, the net profits being
received not by the sellers but by the Government t—There would be no inducement to
sell an inferior article and charge highly for it. I came before the Commission unex-
pectedly, and therefore had not an opportunity to look into the question. I have
spoken generally from my own experience.

By Mr. Clarke :

20919. As to the existence of saloons, that is, places where accommodation is not
provided for travellers in the shape of mealsand beds: do you think saloons are necessary
in connection with the sale of liquor, drinking shops as distinguished from hotels where
beds and meals are furnished +—1I think the saloon is in many respects an evil.

20920. Do you think it is a greater evil than the hotel bar #—1I think so.

20921. The view has been presented to this Commission that the hotel bar is a
greater evil than the saloon bar, because young men go into hotels ostensibly for the
purpose of seeing friends or guests, but really to obtain liquor at the bar, while if they
go into saloons every one knows that they go there for the purpose of getting liquor +—

REev. RicHARD WHITMORE NORMAN.
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Tt is a distinction without a difference ; they are both evils, and it is hard to say which
is the greater. I think one of the great evils which all of us in our particular lines
should fight against is the system of treating at bars. I always say to my young men
that as regards anything they may do at home, with the sanction of their parents, in the
way of partaking of stimulants, I have nothing to do with that; but I ask them to
Promise me never to treat or be treated, because, as I know and everybody knows, it is
not so much the stimulant you may take with a meal that breeds habits of intoxication,
as it is stimulant taken without food in the early morning and in a concentrated form
of drink, which is highly intoxicating and injurious. I think therefore that any place
which offers drink without food must be injurious to the community.

MONTEFIORE JOSEPH, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chatrman :

20922. How long have you resided here %—I have lived here all my life.

20923. What is your business or occupation +—Wholesale grocer, including liquors.

20924. Do you at the present time hold any office in the Board of Trade —No, I
hold no office, but I am a member of the Board.
20925. Have you ever been President of the Board -—Yes.
20926. Do you carry on business alone +—I carry on business with my brother, as a
firm.

20927. Have you been in the wholesale grocery and liquor business all your life —
Yes.

20928. Are the spirituous liquors you sell Canadian products or imported pro-
ducts?t—Both ; I imagine we deal more in Canadian than in imported goods.

20929. Are your customers principally residents in the Province of Quebec —Yes,
I might say altogether they are, with few exceptions.

20930. In regard to the home-made whisky you sell: does it come to you duty
paid =—No, we pay the duties here.

20931. Has the sale of spirituous liquors increased or decreased within the last few
years —1It has very much decreased.

20932. Has the sale of wine, beer and ale increased or decreased +—1I could not say,
our sales are moderate.

20933. To what do you attribute the falling off in the sale of spirituous liquors -—
I attribute it to the enormous quantity of smuggled liquor that comes into the Province.

20934. Do you think the consumption of spirituous liquors is as great as it was ten
years ago t—I have no means of judging. So much legitimate trade has been taken
. away by smuggling that it is impossible to make a comparison. )

20935. In your opinion the decrease has been caused largely, if not principally, by
the illicit importations —Yes.

20936. Within the last twelve months, has a very large quantity of smuggled
liquor been seized by the Government —Yes.

20937. How has that liquor been disposed of —1It has been sold at public auction.

20938. Who have been the purchasers 7—Dealers, except I think in one case liquor
was bought by distillers, but usually local dealers have bought at the sales.

20939. You mean licensed dealers -—Yes, licensed dealers as a rule.

20940. Has the liquor been bought in many instances by intermediate men to vend
again —Yes, both by intermediate men and by retailers. It is put up at auction.

20941. That you think has interfered very much with the trade of the legitimate
dealers +—Very much so.

20942. Is it natural to conclude that if so much liquor has been discovered and
seized, there has been a good deal which has not been discovered and seized =—I should
say that the seized liquor has formed a verly2 ;mall fraction of the total quantity.
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20942a. Was it especially so before the last twelve months %—Yes, and probably
even this year. I do not consider the seized portion is more than a, fraction of the
whole. I base these remarks on hearsay evidence to a certain extent and from what I
have heard, being in contact with dealers at the time and ofticers of the Department.

20943. Then your opinion is hased on experience 1—Yes.

20944. Have you any knowledge of the class of persons to whom these smugglers
sell this contraband stuff ?—Yes, I have heard hearsay evidence as to that.

20945. What is your impression about it 1—That it is sold to men of such standing
that the general public would never suppose they were engaged in an illicit tratfic. If
I could mention the names, they would surprise any Quebecer, the names of the persons
whom I have heard were in it.

20946. Have you any evidence to put forward to bear out the accuracy of that
conclusion 1—There was a case that occurred at one of the Government sales. One man
had brass enough to say that he had made $9,000 out of that business last year, but he
would not touch the stuff now, and he had given the trade up. That was said by
a man who should ne ashamed to be in such a business.

20947. Is it your impression that the smuggled liquor finds its way to consumers
through licensed vendors of liquors or illicit vendors —Largely through licensed dealers.
The unlicensed dealers from my experience do not extensively handle it. They act more
on the quiet, and the largest quantity consumed passes into consumption through the
licensed dealers.

20948. Of course the liquor that passes into the hands of the regular distillers
would be rectified and refined again —Yes ; but I remember only one case of that.

20949. Can you inform the Cowmission as to the character of the contraband
article -—Yes, T have been told by officers of the Department who have tested the
liquor frequently that it almost always contains a large proportion of fusel-oil, which
chemists tell us is rank poison, and is an ingredient against which the Government have
provided by compelling Canadian distillers to keep spirits for two years before they are
passed into conswnption. Certainly the spirit brought in and re-sold is not two years
old. T have heard one case of eight per cent of fusel-oil being found in smuggled spirits.

20950. Where does the contraband article principally come from ?—I understand
from St. Pierre and Miquelon.

20951. It is not made there, I suppose?—No, it is presumed to be United States
' spirit.

P 20952. Is it made in Indiana—I do not know in what State it is manufactured,
but it is always spoken of as American. :

20953. Are there not numerous districts in the Province of Quebec where, in con-
nection with the existing license law, there is local prohibition -—Yes.

20954. Have you any experience of these districts in your business %—Yes.

20955. Do you still sell and vend liquors to customers in those districts in which
the prohibitive law is enforced —Yes, perhaps to a less extent than formerly and perhaps
to a different class of customers. The licensed dealers who have been taking liquor from
us for years still come to us, and say that on account of the license being refused them
they are unable to take any more goods; but some strangers will come and buy right -
along.

"20956. When they come to purchase from you, is it known where the goods are
going +—This trade is mostly done by correspondence, and we usually know where the
liquor is going. .

20957. You mean that some one writes to you and purchases a certain quantity —
Yes, and of course in those cases we are more particular about giving credit than we are
with established dealers.

20958. Do you think the sales in those districts are very much reduced —The sales
made to illicit dealers are in small quantities. The illicit dealer is not going to risk
keeping a large stock of liquor on hand, as a licensed man will do.

20959. Are you under the impression that although your sales have been less in
those districts, the consumption has not been necessarily less —It has not been necessa-
rily less ; but really I have no information on which to form an opinion on the subject.

MONTEFIORE J OSEPH. ,
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

_20960. T think you said that you believe only a small percentage of the smuggled
liquor was detected 1—Yes.

20961. And you base that statement on your experience?-—Yes.

20962. Have you personal knowledge on the subject, and do you mean when you
say experience that you are satistied liquor came into Quebec?—If [ were allowed to
produce my books [ could show it by my cash sales. The ice between Quebec and the
Island of Orleans, which is a good depot for smuggled liquors, took six weeks later than
usual, and consequently a larger quantity of spirits was bought in town. Under normal
conditions smuggled spirits can be brought in in enormous quantities. Farmers who
had not visited our store for two or three years came and made purchases. In this way I
consider our books for December would furnish very important testimony, especially if
I were allowed to mention names. '

20963. You attribute your increased sales during that month to the fact that the
people could not get smuggled goods as early as usual %-—Yes, and I only speak as one of
8ix or eight wholesale dealers. That is my experience ; of course others can cite their
experience. In one parish down the river where there are 14 or 15 licensed dealers, T
have ascertained by personal conversation that only two ever bought any legal liquor.

By the Chairman :

20964. What are the duties of the Inland Revenue officers in regard to the inspec-
tion of places selling #—1 am not aware.

20965.* Are they not expected to go round and look at the stocks of the vendors
and see what they have got?—I do not know that such is the case. I presume they
can do so. .

20966. Would it be very difficult to ascertain if those dealers were vending smug-
gled liquors &—Yes.

20967. Why !—Take Rimouski, where they sold quantities of smuggled liquors.
There have been sales there, and any man may have bought a barrel or two of spirits,
which were properly branded showing that duty was paid, and he may have stored them
away. Suppose an officer came along, he would simply see a barrel of whisky that had
}).een bought in Rimouski probably six months ago, and would not see any smuggled
quors. - g

20968. Do you sell imported liquors to persons living in other provinces 7—Only in
the Province of Quebec. We might occasionally sell a little elsewhere, but very rarely.

20969. Do you believe any portion of the liquor imported here is sold to persons
residing in other provinces I-—Yes, a portion must be.

20970. Is that a large or small portion I presume it would be a small portion.
Montreal, of course, does a large trade with Ontario.

20971. Did the increase in the smuggling commence at the time the increased
duties were placed on spirits 9—Do you refer to the last increase in duties ¢

20972. Yes.—I think it commenced before the last increase. Of course that in-
creage encouraged the smuggling, but it had been previously very large.

By Mr. Clarke :

20973. Has one of the effects of the operation of the local option law been to
drive respectable men out of the business and place it in the hands of less responsible
People -—Yes, that is my opinion, especially in regard to persons who are licensed to sell
on certificate, so that the certificate system is very much abused. ’

By Mr. Grgault :

20974. Do you sell a good deal of liquor in the County of Chicoutimi %—We have
only one customer, and he takes as much as he formerly did.

By Mr. Clarke :

h 20975. Ishe the licensed vendor —1 think we have two customers, and he is one of
e two.
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20976. Does he sell as much now as formerly —Yes.

20977. Do these men keep depots for the sale of liquors for medical purposes !—Yes.

20978. And notwithstanding the fact that the sale is confined to medical purposes,
the business done is just as large as formerly !—Yes, or very nearly so.’

CHARLES E. McKEEN, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

20979. How long have you resided here 7—About a year and a half.

20980. Where were you before you came here —In Truro, Nova Scotia.

20981. What is your business or occupation =—I am a manufacturer of shoes.

20982. Have you been carrying in that business all the time you have been in this
neighbourhood%—1 have been engaged in the business of shoe manufacturing within the
last year only.

20983. Prior to that, what was your business I—Selling shoes wholesale.

20984. In Truro?—Yes.

20985. Are you a large employer of labour?—We employ from 50 to 200 hands.

20986. Where is your factory situated I—At St. Roch, Quebec.

20987. Where is the principal market for your manufactured goods?—The Do-
minion. ,

20988. Do you mean all over the Dominion —Yes.

* '20989. Have you much trouble with your men on the score of intemperance +—Yes,
considerable trouble.

20990. Will you tell the Commissioners in what the trouble consists?—From our
men being incapable of doing their work through the influence of intoxicating drink,
going out on Saturday night and not putting in an appearance probably till Tuesday.

20991. Are you a total abstainer?!—Yes, I am.

20992. Have you been so for a number of years —I do not suppose I ever drank
a quart of intoxicating drink in all my life,

20993. You say your men come on duty intoxicated I—Sometimes they do.

20994. What is your course of procedure with them under those circumstances —
We work along with them the best way we can. Very often the best-men are addicted
to drink, and we have to put up with a great deal of inconvenience rather than dis-
charge them, but sometimes we are obliged to discharge them.

20995. Do you pay them by the day or week or month!—They are paid weekly,
but most of them draw their pay according to the amount of work they do. They do
piecework.

20996. How many hours do you consider a day’s work —The majority of the men
are paid so much per case for the different parts of the work they do.

20997. Then if a man is away on Monday or Tuesday, it is his own loss % —Yes, but
it is also our loss.

20998. In what way is it your loss 7—1In the first place, it lessens our output, while
our running expenses are the same; and in the second place, we very often have orders
cancelled from not having them filled in time,

20999. Does not the absence of men in that way lead to the employment of a larger
number —No, because we have just so many machines and so many men to work them,
and the room will be all filled.

21000. Have you any temperance organizations among your men %—Not that I
know of. Some of our men may belong to temperance organizations, but we have no
organizations established in connection with the factory.

21001. From what you have said, I gather that you do not insist on your men being
total abstainers before you take them into your service —No, we should like it, but itis
no use insisting on that.

MONTEFIORE J OSEPH.
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21002. Have you given any consideration to the manner in which the laws regard-
ing licensed places for the sale of liquor in Quebec are enforced -—Not very much, ex-
cept what little I have learned by observation during the time I have been here.

21003. At what conclusion have you arrived I—Perhaps it is as well enforced as in
other places, but I do not think it is thoroughly enforced.

21004. Do you think there are too many licensed places in the city —Yes.

21005. Do you think it would be an advantage if the number was curtailed +—
Certainly. ‘

21006. Is it your opinion that there are many unlicensed places in the city where
intoxicating liquors are sold %—I do not'know. I understand there are quite a few.

21007. I judge from what you have said that you look upon all these places for the
sale of liquor as unnecessary —I certainly do.

21008. As between the saloon and the hotel, which is the more harmful #—I do not
know that I have given thought to that question. Both sell intoxicating drink pretty
freely, and both are in my opinion evil. .

21009. Do you consider the unlicensed places worse than the licensed I—In one
way yes, but in another way no. Inasmuch as the unlicensed places are prevented from
doing any great amount of injury, I think places are worse for being legalized to sell;
the mischief they can do has no limit. In the case of the illegal places, they are
watched all the time. '

21010. But in the one case are not the places selling legally and in the other com-
mitting breaches of the law —They are.

21011. Must breaches of the law not have a demoralizing effect on the community ?
-—Any law-breaking has, I suppose. '

21012. Have you considered the question of the adoption of a prohibitory system
for Canada 1—1 have to some extent.

21013. Do you think it desirable that the Dominion Parliament should pass a
law prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicants?—Yes. I think
the sooner we can get such a law the better.

21014. With your knowledge of public sentiment and with your experience, do you
think that if such a law were enacted, it could be effectually enforced 7—I think it
could. It would depend somewhat on the definition of the word “effectually.” I do
not think the use of liquor would be entirely done away with, but the authorities could
cope with the sale very well, as well as they can cope with other evils.

21015. Would it not be a condition precedent to the successful enforcement of the
law that public sentiment should be strongly in favour of prohibition —It would be
necessary I think to the enforcement of the law that a majority of the people should be
in favour of prohibition.

21016. Would a majority be sufficient to enforce it %—T think so, because I believe
prohibition sentiment is growing, and growing very rapidly.

21017. The passage of a law for the whole Dominion would, of course, cover cities
and rural districts. Do you think it could be efficiently enforced in the cities I—I
think so.

21018. There would be sections of the country where public sentiment might be
strongly in favour of prohibition, and again there might and would be sections in which
the public sentiment was not in favour of prohibition —Yes. ~

21019. Do you think it could be effectually carried out in the latter districts +—I
think any law passed by our Federal Parliament bears harder on some places than on
others. For instance, take the laws of trade. Non-producing sections do not stand
in the same relation to such laws as producing sections ; and I hold it is the same
in regard to the liquor traflic.

21020. Do you not think it is a little different —The present protective tariff will
apply to and protect a community in which there are large manufacturing industries,
Wf?ile at the same time the country districts are obliged to pay an advance for goods on
the prices for which they might otherwise obtain them. I think it is pretty nearly on a
similar basis. :

21021. Under those conditions, do you think such a law leads to smuggling +—No.
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21022. What is the analogy between such a law as you speak of and a law prohi-
biting the sale of liquor ! I was speaking of the public sentiment, and asking if you
thought in districts where public sentiment was not strongly in favour of a prohibitory
law, such a law could b¢ effectually enforced 1-—We are obliged to obey the laws
enacted by the Dominion Parliament, even thouch in certain sections they are disadvan-
tageous to the people, but that does not make any difference in regard to their applica-
cation to the whole. 8o it is in regard to prohibition.

21023. Then you believe a prohibitory Jaw could be enforced ?--T think so.

21024. Are you aware there is a great deal of smuggling going on via the St.
Lawrence —1I am. :

21025. 1s not that in violation of the law: what is the inducement %—Gain, T
suppose.

21026. Would not the enactment of a prohibitory law necessarily destroy the
capital invested in breweries and distilleries and establishments where they deal in
liquor —Yes. .

21027. In your view, should the owners of those establishments be compensated !
—Not at all.

21028. How would you deal with them —Simply in this way. If it was the wish
and desire of the majority of the ratepayers of the Dominion to enact a prohibitory law,
I would let it go into eftect as soon as possible.

21029. And you would let the owners of those establishments take the con-
sequences 1—Certainly.

21030. Would that in your opinion be just?!—I think so. They know very well

. that a large percentage of the people are opposed to their business. They knew that
when they put their capital into it, and they were also aware that the business was
liable at any time to be cut off, and they took the risk. ‘

21031. Have you any idea of the amount of capital so invested I—I have not any
definite idea ; I know a large sum is invested, and that the business is lucrative.

21032. Have you any idea in your own mind %—Not as to the figures,

21033. You are no doubt aware that the Dominion and Provincial Governments
and the municipalities, speaking generally, derive a large amount of their revenue from
the liquor business ?—Yes.

21034. Have you made yourself acquainted with the amount of that revenue —No,
T have not ; I never studied that part of the question, because T did not see the neces-
sity of doing so. I felt that all this money was derived from the consumer, and the
consumer gets no advantage ; consequently it would be better to make up the revenue in
any way whatever, even by direct taxation, rather than in the way it is obtained at
present. T

21035. Are you aware that, in round figures, the amount is about $8,000,000. How
would you propose to replace that revenue in the treasury or treasuries of the Dominion,
provinces and municipalities’—T do not know that I could outline any way of making
up that amount. I merely satisfy myself that I believe the country would be better off
were it to derive that revenue from some other source. I leave the matter to be carried
out by those who are at the head of our financial affairs.

21036. Those who propose radical changes ought to be prepared to carry them out,
I suppose. T am speaking to you as a representative man in favour of prohibition, and
I want you to tell the Commissioners, if you will, how. you would raise the revenue that
would necessarily be lost or taken away from the Dominion, provincial and municipal
treasuries -—1I have not, without thinking the matter out, jumped at the conclusion that
it would be wise to pass a prohibitory measure. I feel that it would be better
to raise the revenue in some other way than by the present means. That is my
decision. 1 have thought very little about the different ways in which the revenue
might be raised, except the fact that the money having come from the pockets of the
consumer in connection with a traffic that does him no good, I believe it would be
better to raise the revenue by some other way, even by direct taxation. At the same
time, I do not say that direct taxation would be necessary.

21037. Of course all such taxes necessarily fall upon the consumers and are paid
by them in the end 1-—We hope they get some benefit sometimes.

CHarLES E. McKEEN.
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21038. Is that a fact -—Certainly.

21039. Please state the ground of your belief that the revenue could be raised in
other ways than by direct taxation !-—It is that there would be no less money in the
country from which to raise it. I believe that less machinery would be necessary to
enforce laws against criminals and all matters of that kind, and there would be a large
saving, in my opinion, in such directions.

21040. Would you vote fyr a direct tax to replace the loss of revenue!—If neces-
sary, yes. I do not believe such would be necessary ; but if necessary, I say yes.

21041. What is the reason you make the statement that it would not be necessary ?
—Because I believe the revenue can be raised without raising it in that way.

21042. In what other way —The revenue derived from the importation and manu-
facture of intoxicating drink is not the only source of revenue, it is not the only way in
which revenue is raised.

21043. Is it not a large amount of the revenue —Probably it isa large amount. I
believe in many ways the expenditure of the country would be reduced. There would
be less crime, there is no doubt about that.

21044. Then you are in favour of having prohibition, even if the necessity is
forced on the country of raising the revenue by direct taxation —Yes, if necessary.

21045. Is there not a great deal of smuggling going on via the St. Lawrence —Yes,
there is reported to be.

21046. How do you suppose the smugglers dispose of what liquor they manage to
get in —Through the legalized channels of trade I fancy, that is as nearly as I can find
out.

21047. Do you mean through legalized vendors!—Yes. “

21048. Do you think any proportion is sold to illicit dealers?—There may be to
some extent, but I think it is principally sold to legalized vendors.

21049. Has not the Government of the Dominion at present a double incentive to
put an end to smuggling, one being the protection of the revenue and the other the pro-
motion of the good of the community? What would be the incentive for the Govern-
ment to put an end to smuggling if prohibition were enacted I—In order that the laws
they have enacted might be enforced. :

21050. Would that be all —That would, I think, be sufficient reason.

21051. It would necessarily involve a large expenditure. Do you think the coun-
try would be prepared to sanction that large expenditure without deriving any revenue !
—1T think a less force would be necessary to enforce prohibition than would be required
to prevent smuggling. i

{ 21052. But would it not require very considerable expenditure to prevent smug-
gling and illicit manufacture 7—Yes, it would no doubt.

21053. Do you think that after a time the public would begin to grumble about that
expenditure, because there would be no corresponding compensation in the shape of
revenue -—Some would grumble in any case. )

21054. But you think the community would be so improved that they would not
grumble atthis large expenditure being incurred on the part of the Government to enforce
the Jaw %—I think the law would prove to be so desirable that there would be no grumb-
ling to any extent. ' . .

21055. Have you had any experience with regard to prohibition in counties or
parishes -—Yes. I lived in and had something to do with the Council of a county where
the Scott Act was in force, and the means taken to enforce it.

21056. What county !— Northumberland, New Brunswick.

By Judge McDonald :

21057. Was there not a vote taken to repeal the Act there a few days ago?—
understand so.

21058. How did you find the Act to be enforced when you were there —We had
many obstacles to deal with. It is now four years, I think, since I left there. While
there T represented the town in the Council, and we had the question to deal with. By -
the Local Act we were authorized to appoint an Inspector.

133



Liquor Traffic—Quebec.

21059. Did youdo so %-—-Wedid so. The first appointment we made was not a good
one, and we had a good deal of trouble ; but we finally succeeded in making an appoint-
ment of an ofticer who did his duty as far as he could, and he did a great deal of good.

21060. Under the New Brunswick Act there is provided a maximum salary of
$500 to be paid the Inspector %—1I do not know the amount.

21061. Is that provided by taxation of the ratepayers, or from the Scott Act
funds —We could not use Scott Act funds, for we are obliged to leave the fines in the
hands of the Treasurer. The county had the disposition of them, but the amount had
to be placed to a special credit so as to be used for further prosecutions under the Scott
Act.

91062. In order to enable the Scott Act to be enforced, which would include the
appointment of officers, I suppose 7-—We had such officers one year, but were unable to
pay them in thdt way. We could not get the vote of the County Council to do it.

21063. After eflicient officers are appointed, do you find the Scott Act is then
thoroughly carried out i—Not thoroughly carried out. We have had a lot of trouble
from appeals due to one cause or another.

21064. Do vou find any difference between the rural districts and the towns and
villages —No ; I do not think we do.

21065. Is the Act more easily carried out in the rural districts —There is not much
difference.

21066. Kent County lies next to Northumberland, I believe, and licensed places
are found in Kent?—Yes. :

21067. Did the fact that there was this county adjoining, where liquor was sold,
make much difference #—1I do not think it did. Some liquor may have come over from
Kent.

21068. Where did the liquor come from that was brought into Northumberland —
Tt came in in various ways.

21069. Take the case you spoke of respecting a national prohibitory law. Do you
believe that if a bare majority carried the Act, it should go into effect? Let me pﬁt a
case to you: Supposing there was national prohibition submitted to the people.
The Maritime Provinces voted by a large majority, ten to one, in its favour,
Quebec and Ontario were about evenly divided, Manitoba was largely in its favour, and
British Columbia ten to one against it, do you think you could enforce a prohibitory law
under those circumstances ?—1 think I would ask the Government that sanctioned the
National Policy to do so in this case also, because it applies in the same way.

21070. The National Policy was carried by the whole Dominion, I believe —-Yes.

21071. Take a case of this kind in which the sale is not illegal, unless it is made so
by law, and take a province in the Dominion in which there is a majority of ten to one
of the people against it, how long do you think it would require to have such a law
efficiently carried out }—I suppose it would take a much longer time than where public
opinion was in favour of such a measure, I'have no doubt it would.

21072. Put it the other way. Suppose the Maritime Provinces voted very strongly
in favour of this Act, and Quebec, by a large majority, against it, would it not be a very
difficult matter to enforce it, even although a majority voted in its favour?—As I have
said, it would be more difficult to carry it out in any section where public opinion was
opposed to it, rather than in any section where public opinion was in its favour.

21073. It has been suggested that where that difficulty was likely to occur, there
might be provincial prohibition instead of Dominion prohibition, that instead of prohi-
bition being extended all over the Dominion, the different provinces might be allowed
to legislate on the subject. Have you considered that question %—Probably in that
case there would be a conflict as to the right of the provinces to enact such a law.

21074. Granting the right of the Provinces?—No; I think there should be a
Dominion Statute applicable to the whole Dominion.

21075. You have spoken of the enactment of a general law and expressed your
opinion that the Dominion should provide for the expense of carrying it out. Do you
not remember that laws requiring enforcement in this way, such as criminal laws, are
not enforced by the Dominion, but by the Provinces? Would you have a special body

Cuarres E. McKEex.
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of officers appointed by the Dominion Government to enforce this particular law, if it
were passed, or would you leave the ordinary officers who enforce other laws to carry it
out #—That would depend on what was found to be necessary. ‘

21076. What do you think would be necessary —That might be necessary in some
localities, while in others it might not be. ,

21077. What would make the difference ?—What makes the difference now in
regard to protecting the coast line from smugglers !

21078. Is not smuggling carried on all over the Dominion —1It may be.

21079. 1 am speaking as to whether there should be Dominion or Provincial officers
appointed to enforce a prohibitory law #—1I think there should be Dominion officers.

21080. So you would have a body of Dominion officers appointed whose duty it
would be to see that this prohibitory law was thoroughly enforced -—Yes.

21081. Do you think, if that were done, the law could be thoroughly enforced #—I
do not know how large a body would be required, but certainly such officers should be
appointed.

21082. Then, you would have as large a body as would be necessary —I would
have whatever was necessary to control the traffic.

21083. So your view I take to be this: that you consider this traffic to be so great
an evil and the results of it so injurious that, at any cost, it should be got rid of I—Yes,
I think it should be got rid of at any cost.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

21084. You are an employer of labour, I believe—Yes.

21085. What proportion of time is lost in one month, on an average, by a drinking
man on account of drinking I—The average drinking man is incapable of doing his work
one day in the week. He may report for duty some day, but he is unfit for his work.
We have men who will come in on Monday and work all day, but they do not do half a
day’s work. :

21086. That is the estimate you make after you have had experience and observa-
tion of men who are addicted to drink !—Yes.

91087. Does the man who drinks to excess only lose time on account of drinking,
or do other men who are associated with him lose time —-If he does not drink enough
to incapacitate him, he is all right. ‘

21088. May he be incapacitated, even though he does not-get drunk !—Yes. The
man may report for work, but he is unfit for work.

21089. Your knowledge of these men is, that when they drink, they lose time.
I desire to ask you whether men who never get drunk, but who drink regularly, are
sometimes incapacitated for work ?-—Yes.

21090. And they lose time +—Yes.

21091, And is it not a fact that not only they lose time, and are therefore them-
selves the losers, but that your work is interfered with +—Yes.

21092. You say that the drinking habits of one man will sometimes interfere with
the working of a gang —Yes,

21093. In some establishments work is done by a gang of men, and one being away
stops the others, I presume. ~Dqes that ever occur in your establishment '—Yes.

21094. Are those cases due to the drinking habits of one man sometimes —We
had a case about two weeks ago. Four men stopped the output of an entire factory
for three or four days.

21095. Al on account of drink +—Yes. .

21096. T suppose you have different grades of workmen, some workmen being more
skilled than others 2—We have. )

21097. Do you find that men in certain branches of work require to be more
skilled and educated than in others, and do you find that some of the superior men are
more or less addicted to drinking —Some of our best men are addicted to drink.

21098. Do you suppose that in regard to some of those men, drink affects them
more seriously It does in some cases, and this is. not imaginary.

21099. Of course the drinking of skilled hands affects you more seriously than in
the case of unskilled labour, for you can secure substitutes for unskilled labour 1-—Yes.
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21100. Have you noticed that legalized drink shops in the vicinity of your factory
are an inducement to your employees to drink —I have only noticed it in this way, that
they will slip out sometimes by the back way and go over to them and get a drink.
I know they do it.

21101. Are you able to say whether the legalized drink shops in the vicinity of
your factory gather your men in during the evening to a very considerable number I
know they go there in the evening on pay day, but I do not know that this is done
much more in the immediate vicinity of the factory than in other places.

21102. Are drinking places quite general in Quebec ?-—Yes, there are a good many
of them. .
~ 21103. Do you believe if the legalized shops were closed, it would be a benefit
financially and morally to the employees and working people generally *—1I do.

21104. When you expressed your opinion in favour of prohibition I believe you
said that the sooner it came the better, and you said also you believed it could be
efliciently enforced. Do you mean that it could he absolutely enforced %—No. I do
not believe that liquor could be kept out of the country entirely.

21105. Therefore, you do not believe that a prohibitory law could be absolutely
enforced {-—No.

~ 21106. Do you mean when you say efficiently enforced that the law could be so
well enforced as to do a great deal of good —1 do.

21107. Speaking of the capital employed in manufactures otherwise than in the
liquor trade at present : As a business man, do you think that the capital at present
invested in establishments for the manufacture of liquor in this country would go unem-
ployed if. the liquor trade were prohibited? Is it your experience that capital goes
unemployed in this country +—It is not.

21108. Do you believe the employees in the different breweries and bar-rooms, and
in all branches of .work connected with the liquor trade, would go unemployed if the trade
were delegalized 7—1I do not. )

21109. Certain capital is invested in buildings and machinery connected with distil-
leries and breweries. Now do you believe that if the business stopped, the machinery
and plant could not be turned into money —1I do not know anything about that question.
There is some machinery used that is particularly adapted for distilling, and that might
be of very little use if probibition were enacted.

21110. Tf your factdry were shut up, would you not be able to utilize a large propor-
tion of your machinery ?—It would be merchantable hecause the industry could be con-
tinued in the country. ‘

By the Chatrman :

21111. But suppose the industry was discontinued by law ?—I do not think the
machinery would be of very much value. :

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

21112. Could the machinery be utilized in some other country I—Yes, but it would
not bring the original cost.

By the Chairman :

21113. Where could it be utilized %—So long as the neighbouring countries had no
prohibitory law, a market might be found for that machinery.

21114. Where could your machinery be utilized in such a contingency #—-Our ma-
chinery changes very frequently. If a manufacturer fails, the machinery is bought up
by some one else who goes into the business.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :
21115. So if you are able dispose of the old machinery, you do not consider it »
dead loss —No,

21116. You are no doubt aware that eight million dollars of revenue are derived from

the drink trade. Do you, as a business man, believe, looking the question all over, that if
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the drink trade were prohibited and the consumption lessened or abolished, there would be
more money at the disposal of the people to be used for the purchase of more useful
articles, and that the general revenue would be increased in that way ?—That certainly
would be the case. )

21117. Do you believe that would make up any considerable proportion of the de-
ficit caused by the loss of eight million of dollars %—Yes. This money would be expended,
and a percentage would go into the revenue, I presume.

21118. Do you believe there would be, gradually perhaps, but not immediately,
a decrease in the expenditure now made by Federal, Provincial and Municipal authori-
ties on account of crime and the like, and that there would be a considerable saving in
that way !—1 do. .

21119. Do you believe that after all this whole question is one of dollars and cents ?
—Yes, it is question of dollars and cents, undoubtedly.

21120. Do you believe this question is of vital importance, aside fromn dollars and
cents?-—Yes. I regard the necessity of dealing with the question of prohibition, if it is
possible to enforce it, as far more important than all the money invested in the liquor
traffic, or the revenue derived from it.

21121. Do you believe if the moral welfare of the people depends on the solution of
this question, that the Government ought to hesitate to deal with it because there may
be involved the loss of a few millions more or less ; or do you believe that the country is
warranted in dealing with the question because the moral welfare of the community is
at stake, aside from the question of dollars and cents? Suppose it is seen that the pro-
hibition of the trade would necessitate the loss of certain money to the country, do you
believe that that fact should deter the Government of the Dominion dealing with the
question 7—No, T do not. I do not think money should prevent them from taking any
step to repress a wrong.

By Mr. Clarke :

21122. Do you believe this, that because the abuse of liquor, or the excessive use of
it, is the cause of great injury to some persons, thousands and tens of thousands of
those who use it in moderation should be prevented from procuring it, and that the Go-
vernment should pass a law prohibiting those who use liquor in moderation from enjoy-
ing that privilege !~ I do. 1t may not be any great harm, but I do not believe it does
any good, and therefore there is the danger that it may do harm.

21123. Do you consider that on that ground you have the right to interfere with
thousands of people who use liquor in moderation —Yes.

21124. Do you think it would be right and proper for the Government to take such
action —Yes. .

21125. People who are in the habit of using wine and beer at meals only would
be prohibited from exercising that privilege simply on account of the undoubted evils
that follow the abuse of liquor. Do you believe that such action should be taken?—I
do; if it is necessary I would do it for the sake of others.

21126. What experience have you had in the operation of a provincial prohibitory
Jaw —Not a very great deal.

21127. You have lived in Northumberland County, N.B.,, I believe —Yes.

21128 In what town !--In Newcastle.

21129. Is the Scott Act in force there now —Yes.

21130. Were you ever in Moncton ¢ Yes.

21131. How did you find the prohibitory law enforved there I-—T do not know much
about it. I never lived there. ‘

21132. Do you know anything about the operation of a prohibitive law anywhere
else —Speaking of Moncton I know that the law had the effect of making the people
very careful how they sold ; I have been in the hotels when all sorts of megthods hav
been adopted in order to get drink. :

21133. Do you know anything about the state of affairs there now %I have not
been there very lately. ‘

21134. You cannot¥speak as to the operation of the law within the last year and a
half %—I have not been in Moncton for any length of time, except on business.
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21135. How long did you live in Truro '—I was in Truro 3 or 3} years.

31136. Have you been there since a year and a half ago !—1I was there 3} years
previous to that.

21137. Did you have the Scott Act in force there then 7—The Act was adopted by
the county, but through some irregularity, it was a question as to whether it was in force
or not, and the temperance people have since petitioned for its repeal, and carried it.
They have repealed it in order to be able to work under the License Act.

21138. The temperance people having had an experience of the Scott Act in the
county in which Truro is placed, desired to have it repealed 7—Not that. There was
some informality as to the adoption of the Act in the county.

21139. It has been represented to the Commission that there were difficulties in the
way of its enforcement #-There were special difficulties.

21140. And the temperance people joined with the opponents of the Scott Act to
have the Act repealed 9—No. The liquor interest was unanimous in trying to maintain
the Act.

21141. You know that as a fact —Yes. I know that the temperance people and
parties favourable to temperance and temperance legislation were one in favour of the
repeal of the Scott Act in that county, and that the others were opposed to it, because
when convictions were sought under one law, the defendants to the actions claimed that
the law was not in force, that the other law was in force, and wvice versa, and between
the two, no law was carried out.

21142, What law is in force now *—The prohibitory clauses of the present license
law.

21143. Do you know anything about the operation of the law?—Not the recent
Act.

21144, Your knowledge of the Scott Act is confined to Newcastle in Northumber-
land County !—Yes.

21145. You have said that the average drinker loses one day a week 1—Yes.

21146. What do you mean by the term average drinker? Of course he is a person
who is not a total abstainer, but what is an average drinker’—A person who drinks
sufficiently to interfere with his ability to do his work, it does not matter whether he
gets drunk or not.

By the Chairman :

21147. TIs he a man who is in the habit of drinking ?—That is my idea of an average
drinker.

By Mr. Clarke :

21148. What percentage of your men are average drinkers, according to that defini-
tion —I suppose possibly thirty per cent.

21149. You think that thirty per cent of your men lose one day a week on account
of excessive use of liquor I—They do. They may not be absent from work one day in
the week, but their capability for work is lessened by a percentage of one-sixth by the
use of drink.

21150. What percentage of your men are total abstainers -—I am afraid very few ;
there cannot be many. '

21151. Did you ever try the experiment of paying the.men on Monday or Tuesday,
instead of Saturday 2—No. We pay on Saturday.

By the Chatrman :

21152. 1 think you said you considered an average drinker to be a man who took
suflicient liquor to weaken his ability to perform his duties, or to impair his efficiency ?
—Yes.

21153. But applying the word average, do you mean that an average drinker is an
average specimen of all who take drink "—I gave my answer based on that definition of
the word average.

CrarLes E. McKEex.
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21154. If the definition is wrong, your answer would necessarily be wrong, I sup-
pose. What is the average drinker ! You have said the average drinker isa man who:
drinks sufficiently to incapacitate himn, but surely that is not an average of all the
people who drink ?---I do not know how many people do drink. The answer was applic-
able to the question put to me, and I do not see that it would make any difference, so
long as I have given the definition of the word *“average ” as T understand it.

21155. Is that an average of your employees?—Yes, and I think I have good.
average employees.

21156. Of the men who take liquor in’any shape, is the average man who drinks
only incapacitated 1—Not at all times, but at times, yes.

21157. Did you say you had 150 men in your employ ¢—We have from 100 to 200
employees, but they are not all men.

21158. What do you mean by the word “average”; do you mean a fair specimen ?
—What was the auestion asked me in the first place !

21159. The “average drinker” was the term used. You must define what you
mean by an “average drinker {”—1I have given you my idea in my answer.

21160. Then your definition of an “average drinker” is a man who shows his
incapacity to do work. Is that your definition %—That is the definition I have given,

21161. But do you think that is an average specimen of men who take drink ¢—I
was answering a question with respect to the men we employ.

21162. Out of 150 men you employ, how many take drink and how many do not ?
—1I must say that probably 90 per cent take drink, 85 per cent at any rate.

21163, The average of the 90 who take drink, according to your definition, would
be men who render themselves less efficient for the discharge of their work -—At certain
times, yes.

21164. Is that what you mean !— At certain times, yes.

21165. T think you said, in answer to a question by Commissioner McDonald, that
supposing the people of the Lower Provinces voted by a considerable majority in favour
of a prohibitory law and the people of Ontario voted in favour of a prohibitory law,
and in short that a majority of the people of the Dominion voted in favour of a prohi-
bitory law, but the people of Quebec strongly opposed it, you would nevertheless put
the law in force 1—1I believe in having such an Act in force, and I believe in having
it a Dominion law. :

21166. Would you coerce the people of Quebec into the adoption and observation
of such a law 1—T do not believe any coercion would be necessary ; butif such were the
case as applied to any one of the provinces, I would certainly say, yes.

21167. Then the answer to the yuestion is, that you think the people of Quebec,
although opposed to such a law, should be coerced if the majority of the people of the
Dominion were in favour of it #—Yes; Isay I would do so in the case of any of the
provinces.

21168. Then you would coerce the people of Quebec into the observance of such a-
law 7—T have said I would do so in regard to any one of the provinces./

21169. Would not that require a large force to be employed ? You have seen what-
has taken place in regard to smuggling, and how difticult it has been to suppress it.
Would it not take a larger force to coerce the people of Quebec, supposing they were
opposed to a prohibitory law, to observe prohibition #—I do not think it would.

21170. The revenue derivel by the Government of the Province of Quibec from
the liquor tratfic at the present moment is somewhere in the neighbourhood of $600,000.
Of course prohibition would stop that source of revenue. Now, how would you propose
to replace that revenue to the provincial exchequer?--The capital employed in the
liquor traffic now would then be employed otherwise and would pay taxes.

21171. The province derives a revenue of $600,000 annually from the issue of
licenses for the sale of liquor. It is clear that a prohibitory law would remove that
source of revenue. Now, how would you propose to replace that revenue in the treasury?
—1I think the capital thus employed and the labour thus employed would be taken into
other channels and would produce an income. Manufacturers under the recent Act are
obliged to pay taxes into the provincial treasury. Thys capital might be employed in
manufacturing, and thus pay a tax all the same.
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21172. But how would you arrive at that result? Supposing you take the case of
brewers and distillers, and their business is prohibited, how is an income to be derived
from their property #—The prohibition of the business would only destroy their plant,
and the buildings could be used for some purpose at least.

21173. It is true they might be used, but would they be of the same value for any
other purpose as they are now +—They might not be. I presume it would lessen the
value of the buildings, certain plant and machinery employed.

21174. Do you mean it would lessen the value of the property generally 1T pre-
sume it would lessen the value. \

21175. Suppose a proportion of the amount now invested were reinvested, into what
industry do you think the capital could be turned in order to yield a return to the Pro-
vince of Quebec ?—It would probably be divided up.

21176. Name any new business in which it could be employed *—New industries
are continually coming up, and there are different manufacturing establishments and new
factories being built up all the time, and T do not see why this money could not be
turned into those channels.

21177. Suppose it were turned into those chanmnels, how would the Province of
Quebec derive any revenue from it ?—The province, as I have said, derives a revenue
from manufacturing industries now. Manufacturers are taxed.

21178. To what extent 7—That depends on the amount of capital employed.

21179. Then you would propose to tax those industries to an extent that would re-
place the revenue lost on account of the liquor traffic?’—I do not say I would do that.
I say that if the capital were invested in manufacturing industries, it would pay a tax,
and that would help to make up the deficiency.

21180. But how would you propose to get this sum of $600,000 out of the people of
Quebec, into the treasury of the Government?—I have already stated the way in which
it could be in part obtained. .

21181. You say that this system could be generally adopted +—1I presume it might
be adopted. No doubt the capital would find its way into other channels which would
be beneficial to the province. There is no question about the fact that the manufacture
of liquor does not actually do good. Tt is of no monetary value.

21182. Then you do not claim that the capital so employed, if invested otherwise,
would return to the treasury of the Province of Quebec $600,000 annually !—I claim
that the people of the province, who are perhaps earning $8 or $10 per week each, would
have 8 or $10 a week to spend in ways which would result in a portion of the amount
finding its way into the provincial treasury.

21183. Under what circumstances? The Government would have to adopt some
other mode of taxation in order to raise the revenue I presume? We all know that as
regards the Province of Quebec it has no spare revenue at the present time. $600,000
is a large amount for this province to lose, and how do you propose, supposing the liquor
traffic to be prohibited, to replace that sum in the treasury of the province =—The capital
now employed, if invested otherwise, would certainly return a part of the present income.
I am not connected with the management of public affairs; but, if necessary, I should
certainly say that it would be bettet to increase the taxes.

21184. Increase the taxes, on what 1—On whatever the people are taxed now,
whatever sources of revenue there are to the Government, not any one in particular.

21185. Do you mean increased taxation on manufacturing and business establish-
ments #— Any of the sources from which the Provincial Government derives revenue.

21186. Would you favour direct taxation to replace the deficiency +—I would, if
necessary.

21187. Then you are prepared to resort to direct taxation to replace the loss of
revenue to the provincial treasury ?—I would, if necessary. I believe in direct taxation.

21188. The question was asked, whether the expenditure which would be made, in
an increased ratio, by working men and other classes expending what they now spend in
drink in purchasing other articles, would add materially to the revenue, and I think you
answered that it would replace a large amount of the revenue lost to the Dominion
treasury by the adoption of prohjbition —Yes. ‘ ‘

Cuaries E. McKEEex~.
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21189. What articles would occur to you as heing those that would be purchased in
an increased ratio - —They would probably be useful articles that pay duty.

21190. Please enumerate them ?--They would be very numerous.

21191. Please state a few of them 7 —Articles of clothing apparel and luxuries.

21192. Of what kind 1—There are hundreds of kinds. They might include a watch
and chain or ring. All these articles pay duty. The people would have more money to
spend, and if they did not need to spend it on the necessaries of life, they would spend
it probably for luxuries, or perhaps increasing the value of the property of the community,
and consequently increasing the quantity of taxable property.

21193. How would that replace the revenue lost by the Dominion ¢TIt would re-
place the revenue to the Dominion in this way, that a portion of the goods thus purchased
would be dutiable.

21194. How would you propose to replace the revenue taken from the Dominion
treasury? 1 want your view as to the articles which would be purchased or consumed
in large quantities that would go to replace six millions or seven millions of dollars which
would be lost to the Dominion treasury It would be hard to enumerate them. I have
already mentioned articles of jewellery and watches, and other imported articles which
pay a large duties.

21195. Do you think they would form any considerable portion —Not likely all.
Probably the people would eat a little more beef. I do not say all of this money would
go into channels which would return revenue. A portion of this money that would do
to purchase drink would certainly go to purchase dutiable articles.

21196. You have mentioned two articles, wearing apparel and watches 7—Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :
21197. Luxuries generally --—Yes.
By the Chairman :

21198. What are they It is hard to enumerate them. I say luxuries outside of
the bare necessaries of life.

21199. In order to replace this revenue to the Dominion treasury, it would be
necessary to impose taxes on articles that would pay duty into the Dominion treasury.
You have answered that the money saved, which is now expended in drink, would be
largely expended in the purchase of other articles in the way of luxuries which would .
contribute to the revenue of the Dominion &-—Such as are dutiable.

21200. And thus the deficiency would be replaced %I did not say it would be
wholly replaced. ‘

'
i

GEORGE MULROONY, of Quebee, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chatrman :

21201. How long have you lived here #—Since I was born.

21202. I understand you are at present President of the Ship Labourers Society ?
—Yes.

21203. Is that a large body %— It has about 2,000 members.

21204. Do you charge an entrance fee —Yes, $10.

21205, Have you any regulation of the society enforcing temperance or total ab-
stinence on your members —No. .

21206. In that respect your members are allowed to follow their own inclination ?
—Yes, so long as they do not come to the meetings intoxicated. They are fined if they
come to the meetings intoxicated.

21207. Is a heavy fine imposed —Five dollars.

21208. If a member were reported as having appeared to do duty on one of the
Allan ships in a state of intoxication, would your society take cognisance of it —Yes.
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21209. Have you any temperance organization in connection with the society 1—
No.

21210. Does the society, as a society, take any steps to inculcate temperance on the
members —No.

21211. Can you inform the Commissioners if many of your members are members
of temperance societies?—Yes; a number belong to temperance societies, and some are
‘total abstainers.

21212. How long have you been President of the society I—Going on two years.

21213. And how long have you been connected with the society I—Sixtven years.

21214. Are the members as a rule more temperate now than they were when you
first joined.the society +—1 think so.

21214a. Are you yourself a total abstainer +—No.

21215. In your opinion would a reduction in the number of licensed places in the
«city have a beneficial effect on members of your society in the direction of temperance
—T really cannot give much information on that point. I know there are lots of licensed
places and other places selling that are not licensed ; but if there were fewer licensed
-places in the wards, it would not make much difference if the non-licensed places kept
selling. ‘

21216. In your opinion, are there too many licensed places —1I really could not say,
I am not up on this question. T have no opinion on it. Of course, if these places did
not exist the people would have to do without liquor.

21217. Are the places selling liquor without license in the city numerous $—I
think so.

21218, Do you think it would be advisable for the Dominion Parliament to pass
a law prohibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicating drink +—It
mpight be well to stop it altogether

21219. Do you think a law would do so It might be well to do it, if it were for
the good of the country. / )

21220. Do you think it would be effective —If liquor was not distilled, it could
not be used, and I think that would be a good thing.

21221. Then you think i would be a good thing to prohibit the manufacture, im-
portation and sale of it -—I believe it would make some persons in the world do better
than they are doing.

21222. Do you believe such a law would be efficiently carried out and observed +—
I am not in a position to answer that question, it is rather far up for me. )

21223. Do you not feel competent to give an opinion on the subject I—To be-honest
with you, I do not feel competent to give an opinion.

21224, Do you think if the sale of liquor was prohibited and men wanted to drink,
they would not take means to get it %—If they were only prohibited, they would take
means to get it.

21225. But you think if it were not manufactured or imported, they would not be
able to get it 1 —If that was the case, I do not see how they would manage.

21226. Would there not be smuggling !—There would be smuggling so long as liquor
was distilled.

21227. Would it not continue to be distilled in other countries, and would not the
smuggled stuff coming in be probably foreign ¢-—Yes, I think so.

21228. Would a prohibitory law prevent smuggling %I do not think so. Smugglers
come here almost every day ; some are caught and some get clear.

By Mr. Clarke :

v 21229. Have you any rule in your society respecting the granting of sick benefits$
—VYes. \
~ 21230. Is there any provision, that if a man’s sickness is caused by over indulgence

in liquor, he forfeits his sick pay —He does not get any pay at all.

21231. There is that provision in regard to men who make themselves ill from the
.excessive use of liquor -—They must receive injuries while at work to get sick benefit.

21232, Then there is no sick pay in the ordinary sense +—No.

‘GEORGK MULROONY.
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21233, T understand that you do not care to express an opinion as to the practica-
bility of a prohibitory law, whether it could be enforced or not; you do not know
whether this could be done =—No, I do not.

21234. To what do you attribute the improved condition of things as regards drink-
ing habits that prevails among the members of your society +—To the churches.

21235. To religion and moral influences —Yes.

21236. Have you had any experience in local option or Scott Act enforcement —
No, I have not had any experience, I have never been away from Quebec. I have heard
some of our men speak of the Scott Act. It seems that some men could not get liquor
where they were working, but it was brought to them from another place; and as the
men had it in their homes, they used more of it than if they had been able to go to a
saloon and get it.

21237. Would it be to the interest of members of your union to have heavier duties
imposed on whisky, brandy, rum and gin and lighter duties on beers and light wines
—I believe it would.

21238. Do you think it would tend to promote temperance I think it would.

21239. Do you think it would be advantageous to your men if the saloons were
shut up and licenses granted only to taverns and hotels, places where food is served to
travellers and accommodation in the shape of beds provided —1I could not very well speak
as to that. I came here only to speak for the ship labourers.

921240. The Commissioners want to ascertain what special advantages there are in
saloons, whose proprietors do not supply meals but merely sell liquor, and which in fact
are nothing more than drinking shops. Would it be well to do away with them {--
Many of them could be done without.

PETER JOHNSTON, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Chatrman :

21241. How long have you resided in Quebec I-—TI have lived here since I-was eight
years of age. . '

21242. What is your occupation or profession %I have been out of business some
years.

21243. What was your business %I was a bread and biscuit baker.

By Mr. Gigault :

21244. What do you know of the enforcement of the license law here?—I think it
is very poorly enforced in the city.

91245. Ts there a good deal of illicit selling #—Of course I can only give an opinion
without possessing any special knowledge; I hear there is a great deal of illicit selling,
but T do not know it myself. |

91246. Is there any selling on Sunday?—There is a great deal of selling on Sunday.
T see places open as I pass along the street. I have drawn the attention of the Chief
of Police to it several times, but no action seems to be taken.

91247. What did the Chief answer —He shrugged his shoulders. I had noticed
particularly that hotel doors were open and there was, apparently, drinking going on.
When T spoke to the Chief about it, he said, shrugging his shoulders; “There are influ-
ences.” He did not indicate what they were, but I suppose from the way he spoke
that some of the Councillors had been speaking to him. That is simply my idea ; he did
not say so.

2{248. Do you know anything about the enforcement of the license law in the
rural districts 7—I have been down at Metis for two months, and prohibition is in force
in that township ; yet I know, at least T have been told, and I may say I know for I
have seen it through the windows, that sale of liquor went on at the station. There
are three or four places at the station, and at the same time there is no license issued in
the township.
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21249. What is the population of the village %I cannot tell you.

21250. Do many visitors go there i—A great many.

21251. Do you know anything about the smuggling of liquor +—1I do not know any-
thing about that, except what I see in the newspapers.

21252, Do you believe drunkenness is increasing or decreasing !—1I think it is
decreasing.

21253, To what do you attribute the decrease?—I attribute the decrease largely
to the influence of the temperance societies and to the influence of the ‘curés of the
various parishes in this Province.

21254. Do you think it is wise to give the Municipal Councils the right to prohibit
the sale of liquor in municipalities 7—1 think it is wise to give such power as you speak of.

21255. What is your opinion of a general prohibitory law —1I am entirely in favour
of a general prohibitory law.

, 21256. Do you believe such a law, if enacted, could be enforced I—Tt could bhe
enforced as well as most of the other laws.

21257. Tf the license law is not enforced, and you say it is not, how do you come
to the conclusion that a general prohibitory law could be enforced 7—1I believe that a
prohibitory law would have an educational influence, and that it would be much more
easy toenforce a prohibitory law for the whole Dominion than a prohibitory law for a
single parish.

By Mr. Clarke :

21258. How long has Metis been under prohibition 1T cannot tell you. I under-
stand no licenses have been issued for perhaps ten years.

21259. How many illicit places are there #—I do not know how many, but I was
told this year that there were three at the station. I heard of two or three others
within a very short distance of where I was living.

21260. Is there a large population in Metis *—During the summer there are prob-
ably 400 visitors at one particular time. The township is very well settled.

21261. Has it been your experience that, where municipalities refuse to issue
certificates for licenses, they take vigorous means to enforce prohibition, or is the effort
put forth spasmodically?—I have had very little experience as to that. I made
inquiries with respect to the Inspector, and I was told he lived a short distance away
and that his salary was so small it was not worth his while to interfere. That was the
excuse given. .

21262. Was any attempt made to close the unlicensed places at Metis or vicinity?
—No, I did not hear of any attempt being made.

21263. What is the effect of havirg liquor sold illegally day after day and no
attempt made to enforce the law —1T think the moral effect of such a state of things is
bad. Any law-breaking has a bad moral effect.

21264. And the remedy you would suggest is prohibition %I maintain that if
there were a Dominion prohibitory law, it would be more likely to be enforced than
where a township here and there endeavours to enforce prohibition.

21265. Do you approve of giving control of the city or town administration into
the hands of a committee of the town or the Mayor?—No. I was not in the county at
that particular period, but I was in the county before. I objected very much to aliow-
ing Councillors to have any control over the police in Quebec; I considered that a
Commission was the proper body to deal with the force.

21266. Has your experience since the police were removed from the control of the
Commission and placed under the control of a committee of the Council been that the
change has not been advantageous —So I understand. The fact is I have been told as
much by the Chief of Police himself.

21267. Is the enforcement of the law against illicit liquor selling here not as vigor-
ous as formerly 1—Not nearly so complete. The Recorder, who was one of the Commis-
sioners, had to a large extent the control of the police, and the law against illicit selling,
against selling on Sunday and after hours, was much better carried out under the old
regime. I would favour a return to it.

PETER JOHNSTON.
144



57 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 21.) A 1894

21268. Can you account for the apathy of the municipalities which refyse to issue
certificates for licenses and yet permit liquor to be sold illegally ? Can you explain why
this apathy exists —I presume there is very little interest in the matter. Each person
leaves it to another. That is the reason of the apathy, I suppose.

21269. Are there no officers employed to enforce the law —No.

21270. And it is a dead letter I-—Yes, in the parish in which I live.

21271. Have you had experience in regard to any other parish —No.

21272. Has you experience been as you have stated it, year after year 1—Year after
Yyear.

21273. Do you know anything about the smuggling that is alleged to have been
going on?—I know that during the time I was at the seaside, smugglers in that parish
supplied liquor at about half the regular price.

21274, Would they supply it to all people who would purchase it I—Yes, but that
is only hearsay.

By the Chairman :

21275. 1 think you have expressed the opinion that a Dominion prohibitory law
would be more easy of enforcement than the prohibitory by-laws of the municipalities?
—Yes.

21276. What is your reason for holding that opinion +—W herever a parish or county
is surrounded by other counties where liquor is sold, it is easy to bring liquor into the
county where prohibition prevails.

91277. You have expressed your opinion in favour of a Dominion prohibitory law :
Do you think it could be carried out +—1 do not think I said so, but I am quite satisfied
that if the Dominion authorities pass a law, they will see it is carried out.

219278. If the Dominion Parliament should pass such a law, is it your opinion it
could be efficiently carried out %—It would depend upon what you mean by “ efficiently.”

21279. Would it prevent the sale of liquor +—To a large extent.

91280. Your view is that it would only prevent it to a degree -—To a large degree,

Thope. -
%.el 281. Supposing Nova Scotia and the Lower Provinces were largely in favour of
a general prohibitory law, and the Province of Quebec was largely against it, yet the
majority in the whole country was in favour of it, would you force such a law upon the
Province of Quebec?—That is a large question and a rather difficult question. I think
it is the essence of all democratic government that the minority must submit to the
majority. In this case I should say that if the Dominion Parliament passed a géneral
prohibitory law, it would be the duty of every part of Canada to submit to it.

21282. Of course it is the duty of the whole community to observe a law when
passed, but some laws are broken. We have a great deal of smuggling going on via the
8t. Lawrence at the present moment. If a prohibitory law were passed in opposition to
the wishes of a large section of the people, would there not be smuggling on a very
large scale I-—1I think smuggling would be less likely to be successful with a general pro-
hibibory law in force than under present circumstances. '

21283. Give your reasons —My reasons are that there are immense facilities for
selling smuggled liquors at present, while the facilities then would be very limited.

21284. In order to have a general prohibitory law efficiently carried out, would it
not be necessary to have it backed up by public opinion —It would be most advisable.

21285. Would it be necessary in order to have it thoroughly and efliciently carried
out, that public opinion should be in favour of the law+—When a measure is passed

Y a majority in Parliament, public sentiment is always supposed to be in its favour.

21286. If the representatives of the people by a majority vote are in favour of it.
But we have sectional interests, such as those to which I have calléd your attention, and
You have to deal with them as they exist. I understood you to answer that you would
coerce the people of Quebec to observe a general prohibitory law, if passed, whether
they liked or not—We pass a law and then expect the people to obey it. Of course,

aw is to some extent coercion.

21287. Are you of the opinion that in the parishes which have adopted prohibitory

¥-laws, public sentiment is really in favour gf prohibition I—I presume so.
14
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21288. That renders it practicable to carry out the law, I presume !—To some extent

it does. -
~ 21289. Have you given any consideration to the financial aspect of the question ?—
It has been a matter of thought with me for many years.

21290. The enactment of a prohibitory law would destroy, to a large extent, the
capital invested in breweries, distilleries, and so on. Have you any idea what the amount
of that capital is?%—I have heard you remark what the value is ; it is a very large amount
I know.

21291. The capital invested in manufacturing establishments alone is reported to be
about £15,000,000. Do you think it would be just, if a prohibitory law were passed, not
to compensate the owners for the loss they would sustain %—Of course that is a very
serious matter, and I cannot help thinking that where the machinery was put in under
auspices of the Government and to a large extent in good faith, it would not be honest
to destroy the value of those men’s property without giving some compensation.

21292. There is a large revenue derived from the liquor traffic at present, which ac-
crues to the Dominion, the Provinces and the Municipalities. A prohibitory law enacted
would necessarily put an end to that source of revenue. How do you think the loss could
be made up ? What taxes would you resort to in order to replace it —Of course, that is
a very difficult question, but in my opinion it is not the primary question that should be
considered. T believe the comfort and welfare of the people should first be considered,
and after that had been secured, the people would be in a position to pay much larger
taxes, and each individual would be in a position to buy more comforts and luxuries than
at present.

21293. But you admit it is a question that will have to be dealt with —Most cer-
tainly. You cannot conduct the affairs of the country without revenue. I cannot say,
however, that I consider the expenses of the country would be nearly so great under pro-
hibition as now.

21294. You believe there could be some saving in expense I believe so.

21295. Your theory is that some saving will be effected in the matter of expense,
and that the purchasing power of the community will be increased for other articles
than intoxicating drink +—Yes.

21296. But do you think the savings and increased purchasing power would be
sufficient to replace the $6,000,000 which the Dominion Government obtains and the
$1,500,000 which the provinces and municipalities receive —1I have no doubt of it.
The importations would be very much larger and the people would be in a better posi-
tion to buy.

2129%’_ Have you thought of any particular articles imported on which no duties
are charged now, or on which those charged could be increased +—Either that or direct
taxation. I am in favour of direct taxation, for I think it is the most equitable. It is
a tax that would be more likely to make our people look after their representatives than
any other.

21298. Then you would resort to direct taxation, so far as the Dominion is concern-
ed, to replace the deficiency in the revenue +—Yes, if necessary. . :

21299. I come now to the provinces. I will take the Province of Quebec, where
probably about $600,000 of revenue would be lost. How would you replace that sum
—A large portion of it would not need to be replaced, in my opinion. I believe the
jails, the jediciary and the police might then be largely curtailed. Our police, instead of
arresting one hundred prisoners, would not, under different circumstances, arrest probably
more than twenty-five or thirty.

21300. You do not claim that those items would make up $600,000, I presume +—
I do not claim it.

21301. Then how would you make it up —I am not in a position to state.

21302. But you must see that it is an important element in the consideration of the
question, because if we have prohibition, it will be by a vote of the people, and the people
will be largely influenced by considerations of this kind. Would not classes that are
going to be additionally taxed carefully consider whether they would vote for prohibition
under those conditions %—They are paying the taxes now. On every gallon of brandy
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or whisky, for every cent paid to the producer two or three cents are paid to the
Dominion as a tax.

21303. Take the provincial revenue. If license fees were done away with, the
Provincial Government would have to collect a large amount of money from other
sources. On what section of the population would you place that burden +—Upon the
whole population. I would personally rather have the tates increased if it would
obviate the necessity of issuing licenses.

21304. Do you think a direct tax would be a satisfactory method of replacing the
deficiency in the Provincial revenue %—1I would rather have it. I do not say that the
habitants would like it, because they are paying taxes now without knowing how they
are doing it.

21305-06. Do you know any class of the community with which such a plan would
be popular %—No. T presume there is no tax you could indicate that would be popular
either with that class or any other.

By Mr. Clarke :

21307. If the Government in power in this Province found it necessary to impose
additional taxation, you think they would find means of doing so #—Yes.

21308. Your view is that if the revenue now derived from liquor licenses was wiped
out, other sources of revenue would be found —That is my view.

21309. Is it not a very difficult matter to decide on what industries additional bur-
dens should be levied? Do you think the fear of taxation on the part of the peogple in
the municipality you spoke of, Metis, had anything to do with the non-enforcement of
the law %—1I really do not think so. .

21310. It is difficult to ascertain what the trouble is when a community votes in
favour of a prohibitory measure and casts a large majority in favour of it, and subse-
quently makes little effort to enforce it. Is this due to fear of imposing taxes to pay
officials and others to enforce the law —1I think it is largely from fear of being considered
as informers. I stood outside the door of one of those drinking places, and I saw the
natives enter and get liquor. They made no secret of it either last year or this. T spoke
to a man I knew, who was a sensible fellow, about this, and he said it is not our business.

21311. Ts that state of things, in your opinion, better than the condition of things
that exists under license —1 really do not know. Of course under license a number of
places may be licensed, but the illicit shops may continue. Some of those places are
really licensed temperance hotels.

21312. Is liquor sold in them +—Yes, but they are said to be temperance hotels,
and they have the sign temperance hotel over the door.

21313. Is it not extraordinary that there should be such a large illicit business in
municipalities where the Coun(‘:ils have refused to issue licenses, or where the people
have voted in favour of the adoption of the Scott Act, and that no attempt should be
made to enforce those prohibitory measures? If the law is steadily, persistently and
flagrantly violated, must not the moral effect on the community be very bad ; and if no
effort is made to enforce those prohibitory laws, would it not be better in the interests,
morally and financially, of the people, to grant licenses 1—If the granting of licenses
would lessen the quantity of liquor used, then it would be better, but I doubt if it
would do so.

21314. Do you think-the people would go to unlicensed places in preference to
licensed places, if they had the choice #—They do not care, they go into the first place
at hand.

21315. Would they drink more under license than they do now Tt is hard to say.
All the places are perfectly open now.

91316. If instead of a temperance hotel there was a licensed hotel, would there be
more liquor consumed)in the house %—The licensed dealer uses every means to draw
customers. The unlicensed man has to do it in a quiet, unassuming way. There is no
indication outside that inside he has liquor for sale. .

21317. Would you prefer that state of things to a license system 1—They are both
evils, and it is hard to say which is worse. I would sooner than have frée grog have
restriction of some sort. A licensed tavern is in some degree under control of the law.
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21318. Are there no ofticers to carry out the law 7—I think the Provincial Govern-
ment has an inspector, and I do not know why he does not do his duty. There seems
to be no machinery.

21319. There seems to be machinery, but no one to set it in motion 7—No.

21320. Is it not the privilege of the Municipal Council in a district to refuse to
grant certificates so that persons may obtain licenses? TIf they decline to give the
necessary certificate, the sale of liquor in that municipality is illegal, and if they
honestly desire to prohibit the sale, would not the Council appoint an officer to enforce
the prohibitory law ©-—They might bring it to the attention of the Inspector.

21321, It is a difficult matter to see why a community strongly in favour of tem-
perance, passes a prohibitory law, but does not take steps to enforce it. Do you know
the reason why attempts were not made to enforce the law in Metis I—1It is an evil,
whether licensed or unlicensed.

21322. Under license is there not some restriction and regulation —Yes; the
police can go into the house on Sunday and after hours. In case of unlicensed places,
the police are not supposed to know anything about them.

By the Chairman :

21323. Does not illicit selling involve two evils, a breach of the law and the sale of
liquor —Yes.

LOUIS ALEXANDRE BOISVERT, of Quebec, restaurant keeper, on being duly
sworn, deposed as follows :—

( Translation. )
By Mr. Gigault :

21324. What is your occupation /—1I keep a restaurant.

21325. How many years have you been keeping a restaurant I—During 33 years.

21326. Do you think that the restaurants or the refreshment rooms do more to
increase intemperance than the hotels %—Not in my opinion, providing the proprietor
keeps the house orderly. .

21327. Do you give meals I—I do ; but I do not lodge any one.

21328. Do you think that the regulations of the license law are observed 7—No.

21329. Are they violated by the liquor dealers %—They are by certain persons who
have licenses.

21330. Do you think the authorities should make more efforts than at the present
to repress violations of the law I—The authorities are not able to succeed, if the party
having a license is not himself disposed to observe the law. He would always seek
means to evade the law.

21331. Do you think that the number of licenses is excessive I—It is in my opinion.

21332. Should we, in your opinion, reduce the actual number of licenses, say by a
third or a fourth %—I am unable to state the number, but I think that if certain persons
were excluded, I mean from this business, it would be much-better.

21333. Is it your opinion that a large number of licensed liquor dealers persuade
the people to drink —No ; if there are any, the number is small.

21334. If the sales of liquor were handled by Government employees would it be
preferable? What do you think of that —1It is quite contrary to my opinion. It is not
in the interest of the proprietors of the hotels to persuade the people to drink. They
have only disturbance with people who drink too much.

21335. Do you think that the licensed dealers would refuse to give drink in those
cases —1I am positive that a large majority do so. I am in a position to know it.

21336. Seeing that certain licensed liquor dealers do not respect the law, what
remedy of protection would an honest dealer possess, who fulfils all the requirements of
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the law?—He can have protection in several ways. The statistics given respecting
licensed dealers afford the necessary information. If these licensed dealers were danger-
?us, they could be served with a writ, and they would not be entitled to licenses in the
uture. '

21337. Do you mean to say that if they are found guilty they ought to be
deprived of their licenses % —For a certain number of years, yes; as it will teach them to
respect the law.

21338. Have the police a right to enter your place, to ascertain that all which trans-
Pires is in accordance with the law %—No.

21339. Does not the law give that power —No.

21340. Do you know the quality of the smuggled liquor brought in%—No.

21341. Do you think it is more injurious to health than the liquor manufactured
here 7—T do not think it is equal to what we have here ; the smuggled liquor brought in
is an inferior article. ]

21342. Veryinferior 7—Oh, yes. We are not permitted to sell any such liquor.

21343, If we had a general prohibitory Act, would smuggling, in your opinion, be
practised on a larger scale ?—That is my opinion.

21344. And would the liquor be of a still worse quality 7—Yes.

21345, Do the liquor dealers aid the authorities to bring to punishment those who
sell without a license 7—No, not in my opinion ; otherwise, than by the action of the
licensed Liquor Dealers Association, which had the law enforced at Quebec for a certain
number of years. The reason why they did not continue was because we were
treated as though we had no license. The association has stopped the means of
having the law respected. I ought to know something about it, as T am President of
that Association.

21346. Isitnot to the interest of the honest liquor dealers to have those who violate
the law punished ?—That is what we have done, and we could have attained results
that others could not have secured.. We had a sub-committee in each district. We
submitted our inquiries to the Government, and they classed us all as those without
licenses, placing licensed dealers on the same footing as unlicensed. Seeing this, we
decided not to interfere, but to mind our own affairs.

21347. You know very well the complaints made against the liquor traffic, and
also the abuses with which dealers are reproached. Do you not think that the licensed
liquor dealers ought to see into this *-—1 think it is the duty of every citizen to look
Into this.

21348. Do you not think that by taking that action you were making your busi-
ness popular —Perhaps not to a considerable degree. Up to the present we have
stopped quite a number selling.

21349. Do you think that drunkenness has increased ¢—1I think it has diminished
considerably.

21350. In what way ?—The people understand much better the action of the religi-
ous authorities. The Recorder’s Court proves this also.

21351. Is this not due to the License Law It is not owing to that. There are
hardly any cases of illicit liquor selling.

21352, Is the law better respected +—No.

21353. Do you know if there are many illicit sales -—Of that I cannot speak.
Besides, those who sell in this way reside for three months during the summer in the
Isle of Orleans.

21354. Are there any of those sellers in the city #—No, not to my knowledge.

21355. Are there any persons selling liquors illegally in the place you have just
entioned —Very few, and the visitors do not go there.

By the Chavrman :

. 21356. Do you think there has been a large quantity of smuggled liquor brought
in beyond the quantity seized?—I cannot say positively, but I am wunder that
impresion. :
21357. Who purchases it from the smugglers *—I may have an idea, but T am not
sure that it is correct. All that I can say is that T have never handled those goods.
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21358. Do you think that liquor is purchased by licensed Jdealers or by illicit
dealers 7—1I have no doubt some of it is purchased by licensed dealers. The licenses
issued in Quebec include licenses for hotels, restaurants, wholesale grocers, retail grocers,
brewers and manufacturers of bitters.

JOSEPH T. LAVALLE, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

(Translation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

21359. What is your occupation -—Hotel-keeper.

21360. How many years have you resided in Quebec I—I was born in Quebec. It
is now forty-eight years ago.

91361. How long have you kept hotel *—Thirty years.

21362. Is the number of hotels too great?—There are not too many restaurants,
but of eating houses, yes.

91363. And the licensed groceries I—No.

21364. Do you agree with the opinion of Mr. Boisvert, regarding the action of the
Association of Liquor Dealers to secure the punishment of violators of the license law ?
—Yes. When we did everything possible to aid the authorities, and they did not keep
record of our reports, there was not much encouragement.

21365. Do you think that drunkenness is increasing or diminishing 1T think it is
diminishing.

21366. To what do you attribute this diminution %—To the better education of the
people in general, to the better observance of the law by those who are in the traffic, and
to the religious authorities, who have done much in that direction.

21367. Do the licensed dealers encourage the people to drink %It may be so in
some localities ; but we have not the time.

21368. Do you think the eating house proprietors do so%—1I cannot say. I suppose
they are anxious to make as much money as possible, but I am not certain about it.

21369. Is it desirable to have the eating houses abolished, I mean those houses
where they sell liquor, but are not in a position to offer lodging to travellers as do the
hotels?~No. I carry on my business as I understand it. There are some who are a
disgrace, and we ought to be more particular in granting licenses. ,

21370. What means can you suggest to the authorities to suppress drunkenness as
much as possible -—The best method would be for the authorities to put a watch on
those people, and not to grant them licenses after they had violated the law.

21371. What do you think is the quality of smuggled liquor —Inferior.

21372. Do you know anything of the operation of the license law in the country ?
—1 reside in the country, at Canardiére on the way to Beauport, and I hold a license.

21373. How many dealers are there licensed down your way *—Four, and the num-
ber is too many for the locality. .

21374. Could you tell us if there are any illegal sales%—I am unable to say.

91375. Are there any made in Quebec ?—Several have said so.

21376. As many as by licensed dealers?—Oh, no.

By Mr. Clarke :

21377. Have you had an opportunity of watching the operation of a local option
law #—T have seen parishes where the state of things was even worse than if there
were licenses granted.

21378. Were there as many places selling "—The people would carry around whisky
with them, and give it to whomsoever they pleased.

21379. Has there been a decrease in drunkenness during five or ten years +—Yes.

21380. To what do you attribute that decrease ?—To the influence of the clergy
and to better education. -

21381. Has there been a change in the drinking customs of the people —Yes.

Louts ALEXANDRE BOISVERT.
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WILLIAM BROWN, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Chairman :

21382. How long have you resided here I—1I was born here, and have lived here all
my life. '

21383. What is your employment ?—JI am Chief Accountant of the Quebec Bank.

21384. How long have you held that position +—Twenty-five years.

21385. Have you taken any active part in temperance work in the city 7—Yes.

21386. Are you a member of any temperance organization -—Not just now.

21387. Are you a total abstainer —1 am.

21388. Have you been so all your life 7—Yes.

21389. Have you paid any attention to the manner in which the license law is en-
forced in the city I—1I cannot say that I have particularly. T have seen a good deal of
drunkenness in the city. :

21390. Do yoeu think there is more drunkenness in the city now than there was ten
years ago I—I do not think it.

21391. You think there is less -—I think so.

21392. To what do you attribute that decrease’—To enlightened public opinion,
to the work of temperance organizations and to the influence of the clergy of all
denominations.

21393. Do you think it would be advantageous to curtail the number of licensed
establishments ¢—1 think it would be advantageous to dispense with them altogether ; I
do not think they are at all necessary. N

21394 Have you any knowledge in regard to the number of places where liquor is
sold in the city without license —No. .

21395, From your previous answers I conclude that you are in favour of the entire
prohibition of the traffic. Is that so?%—TI am.

21396. Have you had any experience of prohibition on a limited scale under the
Scott Act, or under the provincial license law #-1 have had a little experience this sum-
mer at the village of Lorette. -

21397. At the Indian village ™—Yes, I stayed there for two months, and Joy
experience there was very satisfactory and very pleasing. Only on one occasion did I
see drunken men, and they were from the town. The fact is when men wanted to get
drink, they had to go to the city for it.

21398. Then prohibition is in force there -—Yes, local option upder the License
Act.

21399. That is, the municipality refuses to grant licenses to sell liquor I—Exactly.

21400. Is there any licensed vendor selling for medicinal purposes in the district —
There is an apothecary’s store, and I suppose liquor i kept there, but it is very difficult to
get it.

21401. Do you know as a fact that the apothecary keeps it -—Not personally. A
brother-in-law of mine, I believe, purchased some liquor there for medicinal purposes, on
a prescription.

21402. Have you any idea how the law governing such sales is observed in that
district &It seems to be well observed.

21403. You de not know if people get an excessive number of prescriptions for
liquor filled !—No, it is very difficult to get it, and T am very glad of it too.

21404. The by-law prohibiting the granting of licenses is the act of the Council?
—Yes, it is done by the people’s representatives.

21405. Do you think prohibition over the whole country could be as easily enforced
as prohibition in a parish %I think so.

21406. What are your reasons for thinking so %1 think it would be more easy to
prevent liquor coming in if there was general prohibition. If the United States was a
prohibition country it would be very difficult to get liquor brought into this province,
in fact, it would be almost impossible, I think ; while if there is a locality where licenses
are issued and liquor can be bought, adjoining a district under prohibition, it is of
course much easier for the people of that distriet to obtain liquor.
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21407, But to carry out any prohibitive law, I suppose you consider that public
sentiment generally should be in favour of it —Yes. T do not think such a law would
be carried out unless that sentiment prevailed.

21408. Do you think public sentiment throughout the Dominion at the present
‘moment is in favour of general prohibition?—I believe it is.

21409. Do you believe the majority of the people of the Dominion are in favour of
the enactment of a prohibitory law !—I think if the question were submitted to a
plebiscite, the majority of the people would vote in favour of prohibition.

21410. Therefore, you think it could be efficiently carried out —If the proper men
were appointed, and supposing politics did not enter into the business.

21411. T am asking your opinion as to what would probably result I should like
to put liquor under the ban of the law and array all good men on that side.

21412. T want your opinion as to the probability of a prohibitory law, if enacted,
being efliciently carried out 1 think it could be enforced.

21413. You referred in one of your answers to the United States. Is it not a fact
that smuggled liquor now comes in from the United States I do not know that ; I
thought it came from the Island of St. Pierre.

21414. You do not suppose they made it in the Island of St. Pierre I really do
not know.

21415. If it be the fact that liquor is smuggled here at the present time, and of that
we have evidence, would there be any more difficulty in bringing in smuggled liquor
with a prohibitory law in force than there is now 7—1 should think so.

21416. Why ?-—Because there is a sort of leave or license to have liquor in the
places down below, and if liquor is brought in it is not noticed.

21417. As 8t. Pierre is not under British jurisdiction, of course they ‘can keep
liquor there if they choose -—Yes.

21418. T understood you to express the opinion that it would not be brought in
under a prohibitory law. Under the present law, with the whole force of the Govern-
ment directed to keeping it out, in the interest of the people, in the first place, and for
the protection of the revenue in the second place,smuggled liquor comes in. The evidence
is clear on that point. Why would it not come in under a prohibitory lawf—T
think the attempts made at present in the direction of seizures and the prevention of
smuggling have not been made as they should have heen. When an officer is appointed
who is in sympathy with the Government’s views and endeavours to carry out the Govern-
ment’s wishes, there is a change at once. I allude to Captain May. Before that time
they never made any important seizures, but competent men have stepped forward.

21419. What would be the incentive to the Dominion Government to put a stop to
smuggling if they were deriving no revenue from liquor !—I think the morality of the
people and the welfare of the people.

21420. They have the morality of the people as an incentive at present, and they
have revenue as a further incentive. Under which system is the supervision of the
Government likely to be the more effective, it being remembered that under prohibition
there would only be the former incentive -—The present system is one for revenue. If
liquor were prohibited from entering the Dominion, there would, of course, be no revenue
received from liquor. Then the Government would only have the welfare and moral
well-being of the people to consider.

21421, Under which system do you think the action of the Government would
be likely to prove more effective 7—1I think under the prohibition system,

21422, Then you think under a prohibition system the Govermnent having only the
welfare and morals of the people to look after and no financial interest, would be more
energetic than they are at present, having the same welfare and the same moral interests
of the people, and also a revenue to collect, as incentives to action %—I think so.

21423. Have you given any consideration to the question of granting compensation
to the owners of breweries and distilleries I think it would only be just to compensate
them, not fancy compensation but just compensation for the capital they have expended
on their establishments. I put it on a parallel with the slave system of the United
States. It would have paid the United States fifty times over to have compensated the
slave holders rather than enter upon war to suppress the traffic.
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21424, You have no doubt given consideration also to the financial side of the
question as it affects the Governments of the Dominion, Provinces and municipalities.
They derive a very large revenue from the liquor traffic, and under prohibition that
revenue would be taken away to a very large extent, if not wholly. Have you con-
sidered at all how that revenue would be made up to the exchequers of the Dominion,
provinces and municipalities +—I am quite in favour of the view expressed by Mr.
Johnston with respect to direct taxation. I think it is the only correct and legitimate
mode of deriving a revenue.

21425. Are you in favour of imposing direct taxation to replace the loss of revenue !
—T am in favour of direct taxation for everything and the abolition of all duties on
imports and so on. . :

21426. Take the Province of Quebec. How would you replace about $600,000,
which would be swept away if prohibition should be enacted 7—I think the Province
would have a legitimate claim on the Dominion Government for an increased subsidy.

21427. Will you tell the Commissioners your grounds for thinking so?—The Pro-
vincial Government derives a certain revenue from the sale of a certain article. The
Dominion Government sweeps that revenue away. If the Dominion takes away a
source of revenue from a Province, it is bound to replace that revenue.

21427a. It would not be done by the Dominion Government, but by the action of
the people, and the people of Quebec are an integral part of the whole population —If
a prohibitory law is passed, it must be enacted by the Dominion Parliament. If a
majority of th® representatives of the people enacted a prohibitory law, it would take away
one of the sources of revenue from the Provincial Government, and the Dominion
would be bound to replace that revenue. That is my opinion.

21428. The Provincial Government at present is exercising its right to issue those
licenses and regulate the traffic, and if the people in the Province voted for prohibition
and thereby sacrificed the revenue collected, would it not be rather unjust to saddle the
other portions of the Dominion with the payment of money to replace that revenue %—
I think the principle of government by majority is the one that should prevail. I am
afraid there is too much sectionalism.

-21429. If the people are in favour of prohihition, would it not be natural that they
should assume responsibility for their own actions, and not ask some one else to assist
them 1—They might, but still they might have a claim on the Dominion Government.

By Mr. Clarke :

21430. On what ground?—-On the ground that the Dominion Government had
taken away a source of revenue.

21431. But the Dominion Government would not have taken away a source of
revenue. The representatives of the whole Dominion would simply have declared that the
liquor traffic was an evil, and the best way to deal with it was to abolish it altogether.
‘Would not the people of the Province of Quebec, equally with the people in other Pro-
vinces, be called upon to bear additional burdens on account of the loss of revenue
consequent upon the withdrawal of licenses and non-payment of fees on that account?
Do you think that if the people of Ontario, or Manitoba, or Prince Edward Tsland
were told that, in the event of a prohibitory law being passed for the whole Dominion,
Quebec would expect the other provinces or the Dominion Government to increase her
provincial subsidy, they would be likely to vote for prohibition —Would not the law, if
passed, affect equally the other Provinces?

21432. If so, how would the treasury be recouped $600,000 unless additional bur-
dens were imposed on your people I—Suppose the revenue of the other provinces were
swept away, as well as the revenue of Quebec, then all would have a claim on the Do-
minion Government.

By the Chairipan :

21432a. Are you aware that some of the provinces receive no revenue from licenses?

—No.
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By Mr. Clarke :

21433. Would not the Dominion Government have a right per contra, if by the
votes of the people’s representatives, a source of revenue yielding $6,000,000 was taken
away from the Dominion, to impose special taxes to make up the loss sustained —1I would
not object to paying special taxes. «

21434. You would not urge that the Dominion Government should recoup Quebec ?
—Not Quebec alone, but it might recoup all the Provincial Governments that would
suffer from the enactment of prohibition.

21435. Would you suggest to the Coramissioners where the Dominion Government
could procure money to compensate all the provinces for the loss they might sustain by
the abolition of the liquor traffic %—No, T have not given that question consideration. I
heard the Finance Minister make his great speech on that question at Ottawa, and it
was with much pleasure I heard him state that the question of revenue was neither here nor
there. Evidently he was prepared with a scheme to meet any deficiency that might arise
in the revenue. That honourable gentleman has evidently given the subject special con-
sideration, for Mr. Foster stated, and I must say I was greatly pleased with his speech,
that the question of revenue need not enter into the consideration of the question at all.
I understood him to say that he was prepared with a remedy for any deficiency.

By the Chairman :

21436. I did not read Mr. Foster’s speech ; he may have, hidden in the depths of
his own mind, some scheme for replacing the loss of revenue. This Commisgion, however,
is instructed to inquire into the whole subject, and I have therefore sought to obtain
your views, as well as the views of gentlemen occupying similar positions, as to the
method by which the revenues could be replaced. I understand you suggest that as re-
gards the Province of Quebec, it ought to receive an additional subsidy %I would not
confine the additional subsidy to Quebec, but T would give it to all the provinces deprived
of revenue by the abolition of the liquor traffic. )

21437. Suppose a province were not deprived of any revenue, do you propose that
the people of that province should be more heavily assessed in order to recoup Quebec?
—1It would not be fair.

21438, If the Dominion should pass a prohibitory law, and Quebec should thereby
lose $600,000 a year, if the Dominion Government should be called upon to recoup that
amount to the Province, would not the people of the whole country have to pay it I—
Certainly.

21439. Nova Scotia, and I think New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, de-
rive no revenue from the issue of liquor licenses. Would it be just to saddle them with
additional burdens in order to recoup Quebec ?—You might increase the subsidies of the
provinces proportionately. ' ‘

By Mr. Clarke :
21440. Would you not be burning the candle at both ends 2—I do not know.

By the Chavrman -

21441. Unless you gave additional subsidies to provinces which do not collect
revenue from licenses also, you would not equalize the burden It would in so far as
justice is concerned, but I do not know that it would be to the general advantage. One
of the witnesses has stated that the loss arising to the revenue from the non-issue of
licenses or the prohibition of the traffic would be largely recouped by the diminished
crime, the fact that fewer prisoners would be in our jails, that there would be a reduced
number of criminal cases and fewer members of the judiciary, which is a very expensive
body, and a consequent reduction in expenditure.

21442. Have you examined the official returns of the expenditure on jails, asylums
and that class of institutions ?—Not lately.

21443. Then you cannot tell the Commissioners whether the expenditure in those
directions is at all equal to the amount of revenue which is received by the Dominion,
provinces and municipalities from the liquor traffic, which is ahout $8,000,000%—T
cannot tell you.

WiLLiam Brown.
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21444. Have you formed any opinion as to the percentage of reduction in expendi-~
ture on such institutions which would follow the enactment of a prohibitory law ?—No.
In my opinion, the expenditure would not diminish all at once, but the diminution would
be gradual from year to year, as the principle of prohibition was more and more
enforced.

21445. Do you think the Police Magistrates, the police, and Justices of the Peace
would still exist #—You might have jails, but no prisoners in them. ,

21446. You think that such establishments would still have to be maintained $—
do not know. :

21447. Have you considered what proportion of the total crime arises from
drunkenness ?—I think I have seen it stated that about three-fourths of the total
crime is caused by strong drink.

21448. Your impression is that it amounts to three-fourths 7—That three-fourthsat
least of the crime committed is either directly or indirectly caused by intoxicating
liquor.

1 21449. TIs it your impression that this crime would entirely cease 1—I think to the
extent of fully three-fourths.

21450. Do you believe it would cease to that extent %—1I do believe it.

21451. How soon after the enactment of prohibition %—That would depend on how -
the law was carried out. If proper officials were appointed to enforce the law and carry
it into effect, I think crime would decrease to that extent in ten years.

21452. Do you think if a prohibitory law were enacted at once, it could be efli-
ciently carried out —I do not know. As I said before, it would depend on the
machinery, and it would depend on the appointment of proper officers.

21453. You could only get the machinery if the people desired its enforcement. If
its enforcement were left to the municipalities, would not the Councils do what the
people electing the members desired ; if it were left to the Provincial Governments,
would not the result be much the same; and if it were left to the Dominion Govern-
ment, would not the action of its agents be the reflection of the views of those surround-
ing them? 1In the present state of public sentiment would it prohibit ?—Not at first.

21454. How soon +—In ten years a vast difference would have taken place.

21455, Do you know any country where prohibition has been adopted and success-
fully carried out %—No, I am not personally acquainted with any. A great difference of
opinion prevails in regard to the State of Maine law. Some say it does prohibit. I do not
know anything personally, but on the testimony of honourable men and men who I
believe would not state an untruth, the law has been carried out, not thoroughly, for it is
utterly impossible thoroughly to carry out any law, but it has diminished drunkenness
and vice of every kind 75 per cent.

By Mr. Clarke :

21456. Where !-—In the State of Maine.

2145%. Have you any statistics to show that I—Not at the moment.

21458. Could you procure any ? The Commissioners would be obliged to you if you
would produce statistics.—1 will endeavour to do so. I think this is compared with 25
years ago.

By the Chairman :

21459. You do not claim that prohibition would immediately prohibit %—Not at
once.

21460. Do you know any country that has adopted the principle of absolute pro-
hibition %-—No, T do not.

21461. Do you think looking at the result of prohibition in other countries, such a
law would prove actually prohibitive in Canada I do.

21462. What reason have you for making that statement, in view of the experience
of Maine during 40 years of prohibition %—Maine is only one of a parcel of States, and
the adjoining States are not prohibition States. But if our whole country was one pro-
hibitive State, I think it would be much easier to enforce a prohibitory law here than it.
would be if we had little States alongside from which liquor could be procured.
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21463. Would not that condition exist in view of the long boundary between the
United States and Canada?—Yes, that is a very extensive boundary.

21464. Would you not have exactly that state of things existing *—The world is
growing a little better and wiser.

21465. Is it punishable to carry liquor into Maine ?—Yes.

21466. Then would not the cases be parallel? The people of Maine say they are
embarrassed in carrying out prohibition by our country sending liquor into that State.
-—1I think that the world is growing a little better and wiser, and public opinion is being
better carried out.

21467. Would not Canada under an absolutely prohibitive law stand in precisely
the same relation to the United States that Maine occupies to New Brunswick now #—
Yes, there is no doubt of it; but I think if we could get a prohibitory law, we would
exereise an influence on our neighbours.

By Mr. Clarke :

21468. What do you mean by indirect taxation : do you ean taxation direct from
customs —Yes.

21469. And what do you mean by direct taxation % Where a man is taxed so much
on his income.

21470. You would replace the deficiency in the revenue caused by the passage of a
prohibitory law by the imposition of direct taxation. That would be taxation on what !
—On income.

21471. On anything else 7 Would you impose taxation on the land and upon a*
thousand and one other things, or would you confine it to income ?—1I would confine it
strictly to income. I think the less taxation there is on business the better.

21472. You have given a very gratifying picture of the state of things in the parish
where you spent the summer season. Were there any officers appointed by that muni-
cipality to enforce the law 9—1T am not aware. All I know is that the law was enforced.
I did not see a drop of liquor or a drunken man, and when my brother-in-law’s child
was sick, we had great difficulty in obtaining from the druggist liquor as prescribed by
the doctor.

21473. Did you hear Mr. Johnston’s testimony ! Yes.

21474, His evidence about Metis #—I did.

21475. Were there officers appointed in your parish %-—T am not aware.

21476. Can you account for the fact that with no officers appointed in one:
parish, the law is well observed, and with officers appointed in another parish, it is
utterly disregarded there?—I suppose _local sentiment in favour of the Act is more
pronounced there. There is another point. Metis is a great watering place, and some
of the folk who go from the town are not niuch in favour of temperance.

21477. Visitors would hardly patronize unlicensed places, I suppose -1 think they
would not care where they got liquor, if they wanted it."

21478. Tt is very difficult to ascertain what the causes are of the non-enforcement
of the law in some places, the partial enforcement in others, and reasonably fair enforce-
ment in others where similar conditions exist. Can you offer an explanation %—There
are many local influences in different districts which check the ofticers in the dis-
charge of their duty. I think everybody has had that experience. A Councillor goes
to the Chief of Police and asks him not to touch such and such a man, or to let him off,
and some officials are, of course, weak-kneed.

21479. That would not apply where there were no licenses 1—Yes.

21480. Mr. Johnston has said that at Metis there are flagrant and bad violations of
the law —No doubt of it.

21481. Yet the Council will not allow liquor to be sold legally, but permit it to be
sold illegally. Can you account for that action - No. T want the law, because a good
man will not violate it. A man who has right motives and principles, as is the case
with the majority of the people of Canada, will not violate the law. If the law is pro-
hibitive, and the sale of liquor is made illegal, and this has been decided by the majority
of the people, he will not violate the law.

WiLLiam Broww.
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21482. Would you consider such a law an interference:with personal and natural
rights, and would not some men continue to violate such a law when they would not
violate any other law, men who use liquor in moderation, taking occasionally a glass of
wine or ale 7—The law regarding the sale of opium and the law regulating the sale of
poisons interfere with a man’s liberty ; still T think those laws are perfectly legitimate.

21483. Ts there not a great difference between the use of opium and the use of ale
or wine —1I do not know. Some people are greater slaves to the opium curse than to
anything else. T have also read accounts of persons having the chloral habit.

21484. In what country I think in Canada, but I am not sure.

21485. Do you know in what part of Canada ?—1 think in Montreal.

By the Chavrman :

21486. We have had witnesses before the Commission who have stated that they
do not consider liquor in itself an evil, and there are, no doubt, a large number of
people in the community who do not consider it a sin to drink alcoholic liquor. On what
principle do you think those individuals should be coerced into total abstinence +—I
think for the general good.

21487. We are speaking about observation of the law. Might not a man treated
in this way and put under coercion be apt to think that this was a law not binding on
his conscience —I do not think he has any right to have that opinion. The law is
there, and it is made to be obeyed.

21488. Supposing a law were passed compelling you to attend a certain church,
would you feel that law was binding It would be an interference with conscience.

21489. What is the other It is a matter of appetite.

21490. There are people who believe that alcoholic liquors, properly used, absolutely
do them good. ] was speaking of observance of the law, and merely mentioned going to
a certain church as an illustration. If a law were passed which the majority of a com-
munity did not consider binding on them, and to which they had ebjection, would they
not be apt to disregard it, as not binding on their consciences —People give their con-
sciences a little stretch, and they are pretty elastic sometimes.

21491. I want your view about this matter.—If the law says that liquor is not to
be sold, then it is not to be bought.

21492. The man might say it was an unjust law ?—I cannot see what conscience
has to do with drinking liquor. .

21493. He says it is an interference with his individual liberty, and he does not
consider it a law binding on him —If a man indulges in any habit that is injurious to
the greater part of the community, that man should be prohibited from continuing it.
A good man once said that if meat made his brother to offend, he would not take it. I
know he gave the advice to Timothy to take a little wine ; but Timothy was sick.

By Mr. Clarke :

21494. Do you take the ground that the drinking of a glass of wine is wrong in it-
self 7—1It is wrong to me.

21495. Then, of course, you should not drink it %—Yes.

21496. Do you believe in prohibiting the drinking of wine because some men may
and do drink to excess! Is such a proposition just or right? I agree that the
example of individuals has tremendous value, but that is a different thing from coercing
individuals =—I think any one should be coerced if he is doing what is injurious.

21497. If he is committing a crime %—Would it not be a crime on my part? I have
a family of three boys at home. They have never seen liquor on my table. Would it
not be a crime for me to place a decanter on the table and give liquor to them? It
strikes me that that would be a gross crime on my part. ‘

21498. Suppose any other man thinks otherwise}—It is a matter of opinion, it is
not conscience.

21499. You are quite consistent if you argue from the basis that the taking of a
glass of wine or beer is a sin —Yes.

21500. But there is a vast divergence of opinion as to the soundness of that view,
even among the clergy, jurists and others I would not say that the act was a sin, that
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the man was doing wrong ; but I think so. I hold that every man has a duty to perform
to his fellow man, and that is to make him better, and no one can be made better by the
selling or drinking of intoxicating liquors.

Rev. CHARLES H. DAY, of Quebec, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Chairman :

21501. How long have you resided in Quebec ?—I have resided here since last Nov-
ember.

21502. Where did you reside before that time 7—My home was in Yarmouth, N.S.

21503. Were you born in Yarmouth ¢—1I was born in 8t. John, N.B.

21504. Then you have lived in New Brunswick 7—Yes, I have lived there.

21505. With what religious body are you connected %—1I am pastor of the Baptist
Church in Quebec.

21506. What is the name of your church ?—The Baptist Church. It is the only
one in the city.

21507. What is the extent of your congregation %—About 200.

21508. Have you paid any particular attention to the carrying out of the license
law in this city =—No, I have not paid any special attention to that matter.

21509. Then you are not prepared to tell the Commissioners whether the law is

" efficiently carried out or not?—No, I am not. I have noticed, however, that certain
establishments have been open on Sunday, which I presume is against the law. I
noticed last Sunday that one of the sailors of the « Blake ” was intoxicated, and I heard
that he obtained liquor from one of the places on the main street, John Street. That
is the only instance I know.

21510. Do you mean that he obtained liquor from one of the licensed places %—I do
not know whether it is licensed or not. It is on John Street, and was open on Sunday.

21511. Of your own knowledge, do you know that many unlicensed places are sell-
ing liquor —No, I do not.

21512. Have you had any experience in districts where the Scott Act or local option
was in force =—In the town where I previously lived, Yarmouth, I believe the Act was
in force, and carried out to a very great extent.

21513. Which Act?—The Scott Act.

21514. And was it efficient in the direction of preventing drunkenness —Yes, I
think so. That is tosay it was as efficiently carried out as any law against crime within
my knowledge.

21515. Is it your experience that a prohibitory law really prohibits effectually *—
That would depend on the opinion of the community, that is to say, whether it was sup-
ported or not. :

21516. I am speaking of your past experience. Do you know of any case where a
prohibitory law has really prohibited the sale and use of intoxicating liquors I—I think
it has prohibited the sale and use in the town where I was reared.

21517. What town was that — Yarmouth, :

21518. Then it has been effective to a certain degree 7—It has not been absolutely -
prohibitive, just the same as no law can be absolutely carried out, and just as the law
against stealing cannot prevent it absolutely.

21519. Has the law been fairly efficient in preventing intemperance +—In my opinion
it has.

21520. Do you know anything of the operation of the law in the State of Maine —
T lived for one surnmer on the border between the State of Maine and New Brunswick,
at Andover. On one occasion I went to Fairfield in Maine to purchase some alcohol
for medicinal purposes, and I went to two or three drug stores in the town and was un-
able to getit. So I judge that the law was pretty strictly enforced. That is my experi-

‘WiLLiaM BrowN.
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ence. I heard the remark made by men who lived in that State that if prehibition was
in force in New Brunswick, there would be very much less liquor in the State of Maine. -

21521. Having lived on the frontier between New Brunswick and Maine, have you
been led to suppose that liquor was taken from New Brunswick into the State of Maine ?
—Yes, I believe the law is such that liquors are smuggled across the frontier from New
Brunswick into the State of Maine.

21522, That would indicate that there is 4 demand for liquors in the State of
Maine, I suppose +—Yes, it would indicate that there are a certain class of people there
who want liquor. '

21523. Do you know anything in regard to the operation of the prohibitory law in
the towns and cities of the State of Maine, as to the effect there 7—I heard gentlemen
on the train who came up with me from Maine say that the law must be prohibitive,
because they could not get a drink in Portland.

By Mr. Clarke :

21524. Did you ask his name —They were two gentlemen from New York. I
met them on the Intercolonial Railway the other day.

By the Chairman :

21525. I suppose you have not lived in any of the towns or cities in the State of
Maine —No.

21526. You have merely passed through them, but have not remained any length
of time in them ?—T lived for one summer on the frontier line, but I have not lived in
the State of Maine.

21527. Judging by your past experience and your observation, are you disposed to
think it would be beneficial if the Dominion Parliament were to pass a general law pro-
hibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicants I—Yes, I think so.

21528. Do you think if such a law was passed, it could be efficiently enforced 7—
I think in certain localities where it was supported very strongly by public opinion, it
could be enforced, and that the passage of such a law would tend gradually to educate
public opinion up to it, so that in time it would be as generally enforced as is any law.

21529. Do not the provisions of the license law allow communities to adopt the
prohibition clauses of the law and thereby secure local option —Yes.

21530. Why should not the adoption of those prohibitory clauses of the License
Act be as effectual as a general prohibitory law #—My opinion is that any local option
law has not in it the dignity and force of. a general law, consequently the people have
not generally as much respect for a law passed merely by a small section of the country
as they would have for a general law. .

21531. But if a large number of parishes or districts adopted a prohibitory law,
the process which you have described would assuredly be going on, that is to say, that
the people would be gradually educated up to the point of asking for general prohibition ?
—1I do not exactly understand your question.

21532. You spoke about educating the people. There are certain districts in favour
of prohibition, and there are other districts that are not in favour of prohibition. Local
option and the Scott Act were framed to meet such cases. If those laws were put in
force, would not the process of educating the people go on ?—1I think the aim of this
law is to neach those who are under the control of drink. There are a great many who
take liquor who would like such a law to be enacted and enforced, men who are really
under the control of liquor and cannot refuse it when it is in their way.

21533. But the adoption of a general prohibitory law would have the effect of
forcing it upon districts that do not want it, I presume —Yes, to some extent, possibly
s0 ; without doubt it would do so.

21534. So the districts favouring prohibition would force their views on districts
which were not in favour of it -—Yes.

21535. Under that state of things, do you think the law would be efficiently carried
out 2T think it would be carried out in those places where it was supported by public
opinion, and the law, of course, being a general prohibitory law, would gradually gain
over to its side more and more adherents. I think there are certain places now which
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would not be in favour of prohibition. There are quite a number of people who are in
the habit of taking liquor, and think they require it, who would feel the loss of it if
deprived of it, but they would be able to do without it in time, and they would vote for
prohibition. I think a great many men who take liquor would admit that they are -
really better without it, and would be glad if we helped them to get rid of the liquor
trade, although they might clamour for the liquor at first, and support the liquor interest.

21536. Is there not a good deal of smuggling under the present law, and do you
not think there would be more smuggling under a prohibitory law +—No, I do not think
there would be. T think (as has been said to-day by some of the witnesses) as the trade
is at present licensed, there is a red hole for liquor whenever it gets beyond the bar.
In case of prohibition, illicit places could not be kept open, and it would be more diffi-
cult to get rid of any liquor if it had been smuggled into the country. So I think the
difficulty that would he experienced in selling when it came into the country would
balance the other consideration, that there would be a greater demand for it.

21537. Have you ever been in Germany %—-Yes, I was there for some time.

21538. In what part of Germany did you reside ?—Berlin, :

21539. Can you tell the Commissioners anything in regard to the drinking habits
of the people of that city I noticed that drinking was almost universal, that it was
the common custom of the people to take beer, which is there drank as water is here.
By beer, I mean lager beer. I believe that the drinking of liquor in Berlin is on the
increase. I judge from statements I heard by the public men in that city. I heard a
lecture by Dr. Stucklenberg, a prominent professor in the city, who said that the
quantity of liquor which was being consumed was gradually on the increase. I haveno
doubt of it from what I saw myself. Almost every store is supplied with it, that is,
every store that sells eatables of any kind. I went into one shop for the sake of satis-
fying my curiosity, and I gave an order for different articles, and in that shop they had
no less than eighteen different brands of liquor. That isa very common thing, however.

21540. Do the authorities require those places to take out licenses before they
vend liquor ?—1I am not positive, but from the number selling T should judge that sale
was allowed by all.

21541. Is there any other feature of the liquor traflic in Germany to which you
would like to call the attention of the Commissioners {—1I only desire to make this state-
ment. The socialistic influence is ‘on the increase among the lower classes of the people
generally, and it has been the aim of some of the leaders of that movement to inculcate
in their teachings the desirability of cultivating more temperate habits. They think(
temperance would be a great help to the people, and this movement is led in Germany
by some of the most celebrated men, including the leading physicians whose names I
could mention, who are prominent in advising the people to give up the use of intoxica~
ting liquors. Such a movement is akin to some of our temperance movements. These men
have pledged themselves, as our total abstainers have done, by placing their names on
the list. The names include those of celebrated professors of physiology and anatomy in
the Berlin University. As you know, in Munich there is a very large consumption of
liquor. According to some statistics I have read, there is more liquor sold there than in
any other city in Germany. '

21542. What would the consumption amount to per head per annum ?—1I could not
tell you.

By Mr. Clarke : .

21543. Are these statements you have made the result of your own knowledge, or
are you simply repeating statements you have gleaned from newspapers?—What I
have gleaned from newspapers I have mentioned, and all the other statements I have
made are from my own experience in regards to the drinking habits of the people and
the evil effects thereof. T may say that I have seen considerable drunkenness in Berlin.
They have a great many clubs there for labouring men. - After the work of the day is
finished, these men very frequently assemble in parts of the city in their clubs, and I
must say they spend most of their money in drinking. .

21544. Is drunkenness increasing in Berlin %—That is the statement I have made.

Rev. Cuarnes H. Day.
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21545. Did you reside in Munich when you were over there %—No.
21546. Were your statistics taken from a newspaper 1—Yes.
21547. You are a native of Yarmouth, I believe I—Yes.

21548. Do you know anything about the enforcement of the law there #—1 think
it has been enforced : liquor has been seized aggin and again and burnt on the streets. I
have seen that myself.

21549. Do you know whether liquor is being sold in the hotels in Yarmouth now,
or not #—I have not been in Yarmouth for about a year, but I think the hotel keepers
have been selling, at least I believe they have been fined for selling liquor.

21550. The evidence shows that the hotel keepers in all the Scott counties have
been fined ; but do you know whether they have continued to sell right along after they
have been fined : in fact, have they not continued to sell right along?—1I believe they
have done so, some have done so. .

21551. Do you know anything about the Yarmouth hotel keepers #—I know I have
heard many people state that liquor was sold by hotel men, some of them at least in Yar-
mouth.

21552. Do you know if the leading hotel confined its dispensing, of liquor to one
bar, or dispensed liquor from more than one bar I could not answer that question,

21553. They have had an experience of seventy years of prohibition in Yarmofth,
if I am not mistaken ?—1I believe for a long time.

21554. Is the condition of things which exists in Yarmouth at the present time
attributable to the educational influences of prohibition upon the people there during a
term of seventy years? Are we to attribute that condition to the result of temperance -
effort and temperance sentiment —1I do not think we can attribute the condition of the
people absolutely to any one cause : many causes must enter into it.

21555. I am referring to drunkenness. After seventy years experience of prohi-
bition there is drunkenness prevailing in Yarmouth, and the question is, to what do you
attribute it ? The people have been educated in prohibition there for seventy years.—
I do not think drunkenness is the outcome of the prohibitory law.

21556. Notwithstanding the fact that during seventy years prohibition has been
in force, you are unable to explain the condition of things regarding the illicit sale of
liquors, because it is admittedly going on to a very great extent now —No.

21557. T understand you to speak of the educational influence of the prohibitory
law 1 think that generally the people of Yarmouth are temperate people, and certainly
there is a strong temperance sentiment prevailing there ? Notwithstanding this fact there
are a certain proportion of the citizens who have not been brought under the inflence of
the temperance sentiment there.

The Commission adjourned, to meet in Montreal.
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MONTREAL, September 9th, 1892,

The Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic met here this day, Sir JosrpH
HicxsoN, Chairman of the Commission, presiding.

Present :

JUupGE McDoONALD. Rev. Dr. McLEeob.
Mr. E. F. CLARKE. Mr. G. A. GIGAULT.

The commission was read.

LAURENT OLIVIER DAVID, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

21558. Are you a native of this district %—Yes, I was born at Sault au Recollet,
six miles from here.

21559. You have lived here all your life 7—Yes.

21560. You are a member of the legal profession —Yes.

21561. And you are at present City Clerk of Montreal I—Yes.

21562. How long have you held the office I—About three months.

21563. Prior to that time you were practising your profession in the city of
Montreal I—Yes.

21564. You have been at different times a member of the Provincial Legislature?
—T was for years a member of the Legislature, and I have been a newspaper proprietor
and editor for ten years.

' 21565. Having been only a short time City Clerk, of course you are not very
familiar with the statistics of crime and information of that kind 2—No ; I cannot give
statistics.

21566. But having taken part in public affairs, you have no doubt given some
attention to the general question of the liquor trade. Do you consider the present
system of granting licenses for the sale of liquor the best method of regulating the
traffic -—No.

21567. Would you tell the Commissioners what you think would be a better system !
—That is a great question. I think it requires a great deal of study and reflection, and
I have tried during many years to form an opinion, and T have heard everything possible
and have read a good many articles in papers and books on the subject, because I think
the abuse of liquor is the greatest scourge of the country. I know personally it has des-
troyed half the men of talent whom I have known in my life. I think that those who try
to find a remedy do a great service totheir country ; but when the question as to what 1s
the right remedy comes up, there comes also difficulty, because there are evils in this
world which you cannot destroy. You c#n diminish the evil, but I think it is impossible
to destroy it as long as human nature is what it is. So that I think the only thing
which can be done is to find a remedy which will diminish the evil. After having, as I
remarked, heard everything that has been said on this question and seen the statistics and
ascertained what has been done in other countries and the effect of legislation elsewhere,
and having reflected on the matter, I came to this conclusion, that the best way perhaps
would be not to attempt to destroy the evil, because I think it is impossible. If I thought
prohibition would secure that result, I would be in favour of it, but I do not think pro-
hibition would produce that result, though I admit that those who are in favour of it
have good reasons and strong arguments. They act in good faith, and must be heard
with consideration when they propose their method or system as being the best. But I

LaureNT OLIVIER DAvID,
: 162



57 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 21.) A 1894

think it is not the best method. The best method would be to have very high customs
duties on the ithportation of strong liquors and very high excise duties on the manufac-
ture of alcohol, so as to be prohibitive, and I would—and there comes my remedy,
or not only mine, but a remedy proposed by many-—encourage the importation of light
wines as much as possible and the manufacture in this country of light wines. I would
-encourage the culture of grapes, believing, as I do, that in cold countries especially you
must give a certain beverage to the people, and that if you do not give them an in-
offensive beverage, they will try to get something worse. Take as an example, France,
and especially the part of France where grapes are cultivated or where wine is produced :
for the French people this is the best remedy that can be proposed. I have some
statistics showing that in France, in the country where wine is produced, there is almost
no drunkenness, and in all the other parts of France where grapes are not cultivated,
alcohol is prevalent. I think that is about the best I can say in the circumstances.
Naturally there should be very high licenses on the sale as well as high duties on the
importation and manufacture, so that there would be, if possible, none of those shops
where strong liquors are sold, except perhaps in very few establishments for strangers.
I think that would be the best thing that could be done, and there should be very
heavy fines and even imprisonment for those who adulterated liquors or wines. If
there were places where wines were sold, there should be very stringent inspection,
‘and very heavy fines and even imprisonment where people are found selling liquors with-
out license or selling adulterated liquors.

21568. Did I understand you to say that you had statistics or had seen statistics
as to the effects of cultivating the taste for wine in France!—They are published in
statements in France, and show the difference between the wine growing districts and
the others. I have not those sta.istics, but I think Judge Dugas has them.

21569. Judging from your own experience and observation, do you think that in-
temperance has increased or decreased in this district of late years, say a period of ten
vears I—I do not know ; 1 would not like to give an opinion. I think, considering the
population, it is about the same. It has increased because there are more people.

21570. There has not been much change on the average %I do not think it. I
read a book which interested me, written by one of the principal writers in England.
He wrote the history of civilization in Europe, as Guizot did in France. I think
Buckle was his name. I remember one of his ideas, which struck me at the time.
He makes a comparison between the different countries of the world, and he shows that
in all the cold countries people feel more the need of strong liquors and of eating meat.
It is true, he says, that in certain countries where they cannot get alcohol or strong
liquors, they use oil and prepare a different kind of stimulant, showing, he says, that in
‘those countries there is the need of something to warm and stimulate the people.

21571. You say that idea struck your mind with great interest —Yes, because
I think it is wise when we live in a country like this to take that into consideration.
When such an idea is expressed by a man who is considered one of the principal
philosoPhical writers in England, it is worth being considered.

By Judge McDonald :

21572. Have you considered at all the question of the authority that should have
the power of granting licenses, whether they should be granted by the municipalauthorities
‘or by a Commission appointed by the Government?—No. I never attached great
Importance to that, though I think the more independent you make the authority
the better it would be.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

21573. You were at one time a member of the Local Legislature —Yes.
21574. Did you at one time seek to reform the license law —Yes.
21575, What did you propose —I expressed at one time those ideas, but it is very
ifficult to induce a Government to do certain things. I proposed a high license system,
and they did something in that direction. They raised the price of the license, and that
18 a part of the system. :
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21576. You proposed to increase the price and limit the number ?—Yes, consider-
ably, so that there would be only few establishments where strong liquors would be
sold. If it were possible to put that into practice, I consider it would be the best
remedy. If there were only three or four places such as the Windsor or the St. Law-
rence Hall, where you could get good liquors and good brandy, it would be better.
If it were possible to have none at all, it would be best, but I do not think that is.
possible.

21577. You think that the large number of licensed places encourages drinking #—
No doubt. When a man has to pass ten or twenty places on his way home, he is
tempted to drink ten or twenty times.

21578. Have you thought whether such places as the Windsor, and hotels gene-
rally, which have bars, are not really a greater temptation than mere saloons or
restaurants —1It makes a difference to the people. T think the abuse of liquors is
specially dangerous among the workingmen, and they would not go to the Windsor or
to the St. Lawrence Hall. If the workingman had not four saloons at'the four corners
of his street, he would not go to the Windsor to drink, but the temptation is so near
that he goes to the saloon and spends his money, and the result is that his family has
no money and no bread.

21579. You regard his spending his money for drink as an interference with the
necessities of his family %—No doubt.

21580. Do you think the hotels furnish an inducement to certain people, young:
men and others, to drink —Certainly.

21581. And so they are a greater danger to them than saloons?—No. People
belonging to good society would go to the Windsor, and would not go to saloons.
Perhaps there is something in that.

21582. Some people hold that the hotel bar is more dangerous, for this reason :
That if a man goes to a saloon, he is known to go there in order to drink, but if he goes.
into a hotel, he may go there to see a friend, and he gets his drink under that pretense ;
and therefore the hotel bar is a greater temptation to a certain class of people than the
saloon bar %—1I do not say no. There is a great deal of truth in what is said by those
who are in favour of prohibition.

21583. Was there a vote on your proposition in the Legislature ?—There was no:
vote on the question of prohibition. ‘

21584. But on the question of high license 7—Yes ; but as it was proposed by the
Government, which was very strong, there was no vote. The proposal was considered
to be of importance, so I think everybody voted for it.

21585. Why do you think that prohibition could not succeed ¢—1I told you before
that, especially in a country like ours, and in all cold countries (I relied upon the
information of Mr. Buckle on this subject) people must drink something to warm and
stimulate them. You cannot prevent that. Starting from that point as a basis of my
argument, I said that prohibition might not be the best remedy, because statistics show,
and it has been proved that where tvied it has not succeeded, and that you have had
very bad liquors, and that the sale of liquors and the drinking are more secret, but per-
haps more dangerous, because the liquor is worse.

21586. Have you observed in your reading that several parties of Arctic explorers.
have refrained fromn the use of alcoholic liquors —1I have.

21587. How do you reconcile that with Buckle’s statement—He does not say it
is good, but he mefitions the fact as being a fact. It is a different thing to say a thing’
must be done; and to say that it is done.

21588. The people make the demand whether they need it or not %—Certainly,
though I think the use of light wines, far from being bad, is perhaps good, though there
may be abuse.

21589. Have you observed in late years official statements to the effect that.
drunkenness is increasing steadily and very largely in France -—Yes. .

21590. How do you account for that I—If it was shown that the increase was in
the districts. where wine is produced, that would be an answer to the contention. of those:
who say the use of wine prevents or diminishes the use of strong liquors.
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21591. It is conceded that the use of wine encourages the use of strong liquors,
and if it is true that alcoholism is increasing in France, would not that encourage that
belief Tt is difficult to say that the one thing results from the other.

"By Judge MeDonald :

. 21592, Would it not be better to say that the phylloxera having destroyed the
Vines to a great extent, the production of wines has been reduced I—That would express
my views better.

By Rev. Dr. MeLeod :

21593, Do you know that that is the fact %—1I know it is true.

21594. Do you know if that has covered the period of the increase in drunken-
ness I—1 do not know, but I do not think the use of light wines inevitably leads to the
use of strong liquors. I think a man accustomed to drink good wine does not like these
horrible drugs which are drunk, because I think the wine has a good effect. It is a
delicate beverage, which does not spoil the taste.

21595. As a public man, and as a business man, have you observed whether the
drink trade affects in any degree, beneficially or injuriously, other branches of trade 17—
That is a question which I have not considered.

21596. You have said it affects injuriously social conditions I—Certainly, terribly,
morally, physically and intellectually. T think it is the great destroyer of human
Strength.

21597. What about the effect financially %—That is another point of view.

21598. Have you not given attention to that question particularly =—No.

By Mr. Clar/ce :

21599. Is there any city revenue derived from licenses —No.

By the Chairman :

21600. When was it abolished 7—I think formerly there was $8 charged 7—That
was only for the certificate, but the revenue from the licenses strictly speaking goes to
the Provincial Treasurer. * )

By Mr. Clarke :

21601. Have you considered what would be the effect of the imposition of higher
Payments in the way of increased customs duties upon the importation of strong liquors,
such as brandy, gin, rum, etc. —I do not know exactly. For the last three or four
Years I have not thought of that matter much.

By the Chairman :

21602. Has the fact that there has been a great decrease in the production of wine
in France during the last half century come to your knowledge %—No, I do not re-
member it. )

21603. Granted it is a fact, that there has been a very large reduction in the pro-
duction of wines and an increase in the consumption of alcohol, to what would you attri-
bute that change *—I would like to know if that increase in the use of alcohol has taken
Place in districts where wine is produced, because it would be perhaps an answer in part,
if not in whole, to the argument of those who say that the use of wine is an obstacle
to the use of strong liquors. But I do not know that that is a fact. Supposing the pro-
duction of wine has decreased, I think it is true that phylloxera has caused it. That
would be an argument in favour of the opinion of those who say that the use of wine
Prevents the excessive drinking of strong liquors.

By Judge McDonald :

21604. The use of wine in France has been prevalent for centuries !—Yes.
21605, The increase of drunkenness is a matter of comparatively few years last
Past I—Yes.
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21606. Would you not, therefore, in looking for the cause of the increase of drunk-
enness, look beyond the mere fact of the consumption of wine, the consumption of wine
not having produced drunkenness in the centuries past when it only was used 7-—Yes.

21607. The increase of drunkenness is, therefore, modern —Modern. .

21608. Therefore, would you not look to some other cause than the use of wine
for the increase of drunkenness ?—I would probably say it is because they drink less wine.

21609. Inasmuch as the consumption of wine was almost universal in France for
centuries without producing drunkenness, would you not, the drunkenness having
increased within a modern period, look for some immediate cause why the people have
taken to the consumption of strong liquors 7—There might be several reasons.

21610. And then the phylloxera having destroyed the vines might have something
to do with it %—TIt is difficult to ascertain the cause of the diminution of morality in a
country.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

21611. Is it a fact that the increase of drunkenness is a matter of recent years, or
has it been going on for generations —No, it is only recent, I think.

21612. If the phylloxera theory is correct, does it show that the use of wine causes
the appetite for liquor, so that when there is an absence of wine people are bound to
have the strong liquor, or is it a taste independent of wine 1—1T think it is independent.

21613. If wine production were encouraged here, and there should come a time
when wine was not very plentiful, would it cause an increase in alcoholism %—Your idea
is that they would try to find compensation ; that may be so.

By the Chavrman :

21614. It is a fact that the production and consumption of wine in France have
decreased. It is also a fact that the consumption of alcohol has greatly increased. Is
not the latter result caused by the fact that wine has become dearer and there is less of
it to be got, and therefore the people resort to a more stimulating beverage —That
would justify what I said at the comencement, that we must give something to the
people, and if you do not give them a light and inoffensive beverage, they will drink
something worse, more dangerous.

21615. Is not that a very probable explanation of the conditions in France in re-
ference to the consumption of liquors —That would be a reason.

By Judge McDonald :
21616. Has the phylloxera caused the reduction in the production of wine to a
,large extent —Yes,

21617. And has it doubtless increased the cost also —Yes.

21618. Has the fact of the wine not being so plentiful and being more costly, had
any effect in leading the people to use the more stimulating intoxicant %—Yes, according
to the principle } have put before you, I think so. T think it must be the only result,

By Mr. Clarke :

21619. Do you think the greatest possible good can be accomplished by inducing
people to drink light wines and light beer, instead of stronger drinks?—It would be
better to induce them not to drink at all, if possible.

21620. But you say that is not possible #—Yes. .

21621. As to what is possible : do you think it would be better to induce them to
abandon the strong liquors and drink light wines and light beer —Yes.

21622. By placing higher duties on the strong liquors —Yes, as high duties and
high licenses as possible, to restrain as far as possible the drinking of those liquors.

21623. Do you know of any country where prohibition has been tried as a remedy
for the undoubted evils of intemperance -—Not personally. I have kndéwn people com-
ing from Maine and other parts of the United States, where strong liquor is prohibited,
and from what I have heard T do not think prohibition is the best remedy possible.

21624. Has prohibition been tried in Europe, in France or Switzerland, by the
reformers who are desirous of suppressing drinking I—I do not know enough to speak
as to that.

LaureNT OLIviER Davip.
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Hoxn. CALIXTE A. DUGAS, of Monttreal, on being sworn, deposed as follows :—
By the Cldirman :

21625. You have lived in this district almost all your life ?—Since 1865.

21626. And you are a member of the legal profession —Yes, since 1868.

21627. What is your present position 7—Judge of Sessions and Police Magistrate
since 1878, and one of the License Commissioners for 11 or 12 years.

21628, Will you describe to the Commission the manner in which licenses are
issued in this city 7—An application is made by the party who wishes to have a license,
signed by 25 municipal electors—though the law has been changed under different
circumstances—residing and having their place of business within the district for which
the license is asked.

21629. The polling district -—Yes, the polling district. As Commissioners we have
to look into the veracity of the certificate, and confirm it to the Government.

21630. And the license is issued by the Provincial Government !—Yes.

21631. Has the City Council nothing whatever to do with issuing licenses I—
Nothing, except to issue a certificate, for which T think $8 is paid.

21632. Is it the City Clerk or the City Treasurer to whom the money is paid {—
I could not state. We have only to confirm the certificate, and do not go further.

21633. Prior to the period you have spoken of, were the licenses granted by a com-
mittee of the City Council I—The law declares that the Recorder and the two Judges of
Sessions in the City of Montreal shall confirm those certificates. We are not called Com-
missioners under the law, but it is a duty imposed upon us.

By Mr. Clarke :

21634. Have you the privilege of rejecting those applications #—Yes ; we have
perfect discretion, and we complain of that. We do not want to have that discretion.

By Rev Dr. McLeod.

21635. It is difticult to exercise it, is it not —It is impossible to exercise it in a
proper way.f

By the Chairman :

21636. Then there is no discretion left in the hands of the Commissioners if the
conditions are complied with ?—On the contrary, we are completely at liberty to
refuse to grant a license without giving any reasons, though we have to exercise that
discretion within the spirit of the law.

By Mr. Clarke :

21637. Do vou think that power should be taken away from you ?—I believe we
should have no discretion, that the law should® state reasons why a license should or
should not be granted, and should leave us to decide only whether the conditions are
carried out or not.

By Mr. Gigault :

21638. Doyou think the number of licenses should be limited according to population?
—On that point I have certain views. I contend thatevery citizen should be equal before
the law, and that the law should be framed in such a way that if A comes under certain
circumstances and has a right to obtain his license, B coming under the same circum-
stances, should have the same right. As to limiting the number, if that were the inten-
tion of the Legislature, the law should be so constructed as to force a limitation by itself.

By the Chairman :

21639. Do you consider the present system of controlling the liquor trade a satis-
factory one —No.
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21640. Have you formed any opinion as to what would be a better system !—One
of the systems would be, first, to take away that discretion from the Comimissioners;
and, secondly, to secure a better class of restaurant or hotel keepers.

21641. How would you accomplish that ?—First, by high license, although I do not
believe, according to what I have heard of the experience of others, that that has been
very successful. T was at first very much in favour of high license, and I am only re-
peating hearsay as to other places, as to its not having had the good effect expected by
those who wanted to limit the number of licenses. We have increased the amount of
the license a great deal, considering the wealth of the people and the taxes upon them,
and we have always about the same class of licensees and the samne number of licenses.
Too often we have shoemakers, carters and people of like kind entering the business,
people who have no experience whatsoever. I do not think it is doing justice to the pub-
lic when such men open restaurants, for they cannot give good meals, and they should not
be encouraged to go into the business. If any means could be adopted to exclude them
_entirely from the business, unless they possess previous knowledge, I think it would be
a good thing. ~ '

21642. Have you thought of a method by which the number of licenses could be re-
duced 1—Yes. Ibelieve thatif the law to which I have referred went into details and gave
the size of the houses required, and stated that there should be no hotels with less than
15, 20 or 25 rooms, taking,into consideration the locality, it would be better. There are
poor localities where smaller hotels are needed, and where it is impossible to have large
accommodation, and that must be taken into consideration, but generally there should
be a number of rooms required. A

21643. And the obligation of supplying meals and beds should be imposed on the
restaurant keepers?—Yes. They should have large and good buildings for hotels. A
restaurant here is a place that does not lodge people, but gives drink and meals. As to
that class, I would go further than our law does now, because the law, as it is construed,
is very wide, and permits a great many of those so-called restaurant keepers to omit, to
a certain extent, to fulfil the requirements of the law, and the Commissioners are thus
placed in the position of giving a license to what is not a real restaurant, but only a
place where they give a sandwich or something of that kind, and so pretend to meet the
requirements of the law. If the size and accommodation of the hotels and restaurants
were specified, it would be of great advantage. Another amendment which® would im-
prove the standing of restaurants and hotels would be to give permanent licenses, as long
as the holders behave themselves well.

By Mr. Clarke :

21644. Do you mean licensing the house —Of course, the license must also be per-
sonal, because the person must be responsible. . Sometimes disorders occur in a house,
and that against the will of the license holder, and that hust be taken into consideration.
But if permanency were established, giving no option to the court to annul a license,
except under certain circumstances, I believe the licensees would be the best guardians

of their houses, because they would be interested in seeing that everything was kept in
good order.

By the Chairman :

21645. These are points which you think would improve the present system ?—I
believe these would be improvements. I am one who in the position I occupy deplores
every day the injurious effects of alcoholism. T have often mentioned that 80 or 90 per
cent of the crime is due to alcoholism, not speaking, of course, of professional thieves,
whom I do not consider in making this statement ; but in my mind a great deal of the
lower class of crimes is due to bad liquor sold in those institutions.

By Mr. Clarke :

21646. What .institutions *—Some of these restaurants and hotels of the lower class.
21647. Is the restaurant what is called the saloon in Ontario —Yes.
Hon. Canixte A. Ducas.
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By the Chairman :

21648. Are there places in Montfeal where only liquor is sold and nothing else 7—
e suppose there are, but when we come to try and find them out, there is always proof
to the contrary. L

21649. It would be a violation of the law 1—Tt would be, and our duty would be to
refuse licenses to the applicants for such licenses.

21650. Do,you think it would be an improvement to substitute some prohibitive
measure !—1I do not believe in prohibition. I do not admit that strong drinks, such as
whisky, gin and such things are a beverage. I belong to the class of persons who believe
that mild liquor would be % great benefit to this country or any other country, that is
mild beer and wine. '

21651. You think a prohibitive measure would not be an improvement upon the pre-
sent system ?—No ; I believe it would bring people to accustom themselves to break the
law, which is a very bad thing generally. The inclination of the majority would not be
1n favour of following such a law, and they would use all sorts of means not to submit
to it, either by manufacturing the liquor or buying it, or getting it under false pretenses.
And as long as there is any means of making or getting that liquor somewhere, prohibi-
tion cannot have any good effect.

21652. A law prohibiting both the importation and manufacture of liquor would
render it certainly very difticult for those who desire to get it to do so. How do you
suppose under such a law, they would manage to get a supply in Canada —They would
.get it from the most honest man who would have it to sell. Druggists and others would
have it, and anybody who would go there would get it.

21653. They would have tb import it or make it I—In the North-west the Govern-
ment had to keep an army to prevent liquor coming in from the States.

By Mr. Clarke :
21654. They have repealed that law 7—Yes.

By the Chairman :

21655." You think a supply would be smuggled in from the States, and there would
-also be illicit manufacture -—1I have no doubt about that.

21656. Have you any knowledge of the character of the liquor sold in many of the
saloons here 9—Generally it is very bad, and this is, according to my view, one of the
greatest causes of alcoholism, and of the brutalization of those who use it. They make
brutes of themselves after three or four glasses, but with good liquor there would be less
‘danger to those who use it.

21657. Do you think the present system of inspection is efficient 7—To say exactly
‘what I believe about it, I think there is no inspection at all.

21658. Then one of the impro‘ements of the present system, you think, would be a
rigid inspection 7—Of course, and a very severe punishment for all falsification.

21659. In what was known as the McCarthy Act, there was a very stringent clause
-against adulteration ?—1It did not come under my notice.

By Mr. Clarke :

21660. Would the re-enactment of these clauses in the provincial law have a good
-effect —T have tried many times myself to have such provisions introduced, but nothing
was done. There is a sort of indifference about it. In preparing these clauses, the
Penalty was so strong that they were afraid to pass them. In France the law is very
severe on this subject. The shop will be closed for 25 days or a month or stopped en-
tirely where adulteration is found and the judgment is placarded ofer the door.

By the Chatrman :

21661. Will you tell us the class of cases dealt with in your court}—As Judge of
Sessions, I hear the criminal cases, that is all cases which come before the Queen’s Bench
and a jury, with a few exceptions; and as Police Magistrate, I hear all the petty
cases such as, assault and battery, infringing the liquor laws and the excise laws and
;ﬂlsboms laws, cases of vagrancy sometimes, and the infringement of some of the local
aws, :
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21662. Do you mean municipal laws %—No ; provincial laws. I have nothing to
do with municipal laws.

21663. What cases are dealt with in the Recorder’s Court % Principally the execu-
tion of the by-laws of the city, but the Recorder has jurisdiction also in the petty cases
I have named, and people can go to either court as a matter of choice.

21664. About how many cases, on an average, have you before you in the Police
Court —We receive more complaints than appear before the public, because many of
those petty cases are settled. We generally have before us every day from fifty to sixty
or seventy persons complaining. Many are sent back, after they have explained their
cases. Sometimes we find that they have no case, or we advise them to stay quiet. We
try to avoid difliculties between people, because there might be a fight between two
people, and the one who struck first would be brought before the court, though the
other might have been the aggressor. We discourage cases of that kind. Of course, this
takes place in chambers. Besides, we have to make a preliminary examination in cases
of felony and high class misdemeanours, and send them before the Queen’s Bench, where
the prisoners take the option of having the trial before us as Judges of Sessions or
before the Queen’s Bench.

21665. It is your court which takes cognizance of all these cases in the city and
district of Montreal I—Yes.

21666. The district includes—what !—The County of Jacques Cartier, the County
of Hochelaga, the County of Laprairie. It is a very large distriet ; the largest in the
Dominion, I think. :

21667. Do you know of any other police ceurt in the country that has as many
cases as you have 1—We have more to deal with than all the others in the province.

21668. What percentage of the cases in the police court do you attribute to intem-
perance %—To intemperance, leaving aside the professiona) criminals, I attribute eighty
or ninety per cent. By professionals, I mean those who make a specialty of larcenies
and burglaries, and live upon the fruit of robbery and crime.

21669. You make a deduction from the total for that class %—Yes. It comes to
this, that generally the people here are good ; but when they get drunk they are apt to
commit many offences, more or less serious, which they would not do if they were not
drunk. The general excuse, when a prisoner is brought before us, a man who is
known to be a good man up to that time, is, “I was drunk ”; and it is upon this that I
base my statement that eighty or ninety per cent of crime is due to drunkenness.

21670. Eighty or ninety per cent of the total cases I—1I base that upon the state-
ments of those brought before us. The general answer is that they were drunk. Of
course, the professional never says that.

21671. Occasionally that is put forward as an excuse and in mitigation of punish-
ment I—It may be, and it must be in many cases. ’

21672. I suppose the statistics are supplied to the Dominion Government?—No;
not to the Dominion, but to the Local Government. The statistics are very succinct.
Our report is in two lines.

21673. Does it appear in the official documents presented to the Legislature in
Quebec —Nothing, but the number of cases.

By Judge McDonald :

21674. There are criminal statistics published by the Dominion Government, show-
ing the number of crimes, divided according to the different offences !—That must come
from the Clerk of the Peace.

21675. Do the cases which come before you in connection with breaches of the
license law include cases of people who sell without license —Yes.

21676. And those who sell at times when they are not allowed to sell % —~They are
not allowed to sell after 12 o’clock during the week and not at all on Sunday.

21677. What is your experience as to the memory of witnesses in cases of that kind,
is it poor?—Yes, and there is a great deal of perjury. I had the law amended,
reducing the time of proscription. Sometimes we would have to hear cases which hap-
pened two or three months before, and we thought it was not right to the witnesses,
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and it put us in a difficult position, because then they could not* remember. We
thought that by reducing the time, the revenue office would have to bring its cases
before us sooner ; and the change has had a good effect. Still, there is a great deal of
perjury on the part of the defendants, either those who hold licenses or those who sell
without license. .

21678. Do you think the system in France of putting a notice on the door of a per-
son who sold out of hours would be beneficial %—1I have no doubt it would, provided there:
was no discretion. It is perfectly understood between the three authorities, the Recorder,
my colleague Judge Desnoyers and myself that we will annul the license of any one who
breaks the Sunday law. We have threatened that often, and had it published, but
when we came to keep our word, we found it would be too severe, because we are men
having a little heart, and when it appeared that by annulling the license, we would put
five or six children on the street, and perhaps the man himself might be dying from con-
sumption, it was very difficult to enforce our decision. We suffer, and the public suffer,.
and every one suffers from our having a discretionary power.

By the Chairman :

21679. You think the law should not give you that discretion 7—The law should say
what we should do after the first and second offences. It is the same with the granting of
alicense. We are blamed right and left. We are ashamed to see some of the places to
which we have granted certificates. There are reports made by good men no doubt, and
they tell us: this is a good man, and he has every facility for giving meals ; and if there
is nothing against the man, we grant the license, but if we pass the place and see the
character of the place, we say it should not have been licensed. If we refuse a license,
those people if they could, would bring the Pope from Rome to induce us to grant
it. They try to induce Ministers to come to us, though I must say, they never
interfere. We are perfectly at liberty to do what we like, but I know numbers-of cases
where innumerable letters were sent to Ministers of the Crown asking them to use their
influence with us. We have the clergymen and aldermen and the doctors, the notaries,
the advocates, every one,and when we are surrounded in that way by men of good stand-
ing who tell us that we have not the proper information, and give us some information
to benefit those whom they desire to protect, it is difficult to know how to act. T have
resisted for two months sometimes, and afterwards have had to vield. Aslong as T am
human, I cannot exercise that law properly. T have always said so, and I say so still.

By Judge McDonald :

21680. Then, in your opinion, would it be wiser to have the granting of licenses.
placed in the hands of Commissioners or in the hands of the municipal authorities 7—1
I do not believe in the aldermen giving licenses,

21681. They would be subject to the influences of which you speak {—Certainly.
We are independent, and if we submit it is not from any desire to please this one or that
one. It is is from no undue influence, but it is from the pressure of the different good
citizens who come to us, and say we have discretionary power, and tell us the terrible
effect our refusal would have upon those people by putting them on the street. We are
told : here is a man who has a daughter at the convent and his boy at the college, and
if you refuse his license, his .children will have to leave school. That is one of the rea-
sons sometimes given to us.

21682. As to the use of impure liquors, are they more used by illicit dealers than.
by the licensed dealers #—No, they are used by both. I do not think you can go into
the country and find anything but adulterated liquor.

21683. Have you any idea how they procure those liquors?—I had a small bottle
of essential oil which had placed on it: “Twelve-year-old Whisky.” It was to be
added to some other stuff to make twelve-year-old rye. That bottle was brought before
me, and it contained poison. .

21684. Is the effect of that sort of stuff to produce craziness {—Certainly.

21685. Can you suggest any other amendments or remedies than those of which yow
have spoken 7—Tax alcohol as much as possible. Make it 50 cents a glass, so that the-
lower class cannot have it, and give them the opportunity of drinking mild beer and
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wine. I do not take alcohol to be a beverage, but I do the other kinds of liquor. It
strikes me sometimes that it is a great mistake to believe that the mob can be made a
good class of citizens. The mob exists everywhere, and it is not a part of the population
that should be much considered, but the better class of the population should be pro-
tected, and if you can prevent the better class from joining the mob,-you will have done
a great deal of good.

21686. Do you not find, from your knowledge of the Province of Quebec, that, in
the last fifteen or twenty years, there has been a great change in the social cus-
toms of the people, tending “towards temperance 7—No, I cannot say that. I was very
young at the time that Mr. Chlmqu) preached temperance, but I remember him well,
and I know my Province pretty well. 1 have been everywhere amongst the habitants,
and I am satisfied that persuasion is one of the greatest means to promote temperance.

21687. Have not religious and moral influences for many years past been bearing in
that direction %—There is no doubt whatever that people are impressed by the way in
which they are spoken to, and the question is whether they have been properly spoken
to. Father Chiniquy was a man who had the greatest influence with our people.

By the Chavrman :
21688. You think he did a great deal of good —Yes.
By Judge McDonald :

21689. Are those inffuences still going on’—They are tried, but not with the
same effect. .

By Mr. Clarke :

21690. He was the Father Mathew of Canada?—Yes. You will see his portrait,
as taken at that time, in many Catholic houses now, though he has turned to be a
Protestant. They had a sort of veneration for him.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

21691. An application for a license requires the signatures of twenty -ﬁve electors?
—Yes.

21692. Do you think it would be better if the applicant had to obtain a majority
of the electors of the ward or district where his place is located +—That is a question
we have discussed. We had a law framed to that effect, but we had to repeal it.

21693. What were the difficulties attending it?—It is nearly impossible to get a
majority, and it would close nearly all those hotels already established. I do not
agree with some people on the point, I know, but I want everybody to be equal
before the law ; and, when you require a majority, you know perfectly well that
people will refuse to sign for some applicants without knowing particulars of the appli-
cation. So that those hotels already in existence, that have respected the law, would
in that way have their license cut off or refused because they could not get a majority,
for what reason I do not know, but I suppose because more influence or a,ctivity would
have been employed in other quarters.

21694. You think that some persons could get a majority, Whlle others could not ?
—1In some quarters they could not get it at all.

21695. And we understand from you that licenses are granted in localities where
the majority of the people are opposed to having licensed pldces ?—No doubt.

21696. Should the majority rule in such cases I—They have a right to do so. They
can come before the Commissioners and oppose the application.

21697. If the majority come and oppose it, the Commissioners refuse the license ¢—
Yes. '

21698. The application must have 25signatures, and if the majority oppose the grant-
ing of the license, it is refused?—Yes ; if they show they have a majority aga,mst but
we have discretion. I am much opposed to requiring the majority of the people to sign
the certificate. It would be equivalent to making it impossible for the hotel-keepers
to get licenses.
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21699. The law as it now stands requires the applicant to get only 25 signatures,
and puts the burden of labour on those who are opposed to his application 1—Of course.
21700. Would it be unfair if the burden of labour were put on the man seeking a.
license I—Quite so. If you-are a prohibitionist, you will say that that would be just.
If you are not, you will say that it would be most unjust. This is a trade which every
one can exercise. The law requires certain preliminaries in order to prevent abuses or
disorder in the houses, and it is for that purpose that the certificate is required. For
my part, I would not require any certificate at all ; 1 think it is only a farce. Once the
man has his license and observes the law, why should he have to get a certificate every year ?

21701. You would not have it renewed ¢—No, he should keep his license.

21702. In perpetuity !—Yes.

21703. Is the number of licenses to be granted within your discretion !—
As judges administering that law, we contend that we cannot go into the question of
the number. We are not there to say there shall be 200 or 300. We are there to look into
each case, and to say whether the man is entitled to a licenge or not. Of course, the
discretion must be exercised within the spirit of the law, and I say it is not our business.
to limit the number and that it would be even against our duty to do it.

21704. The law doeg not limit the number ?—No; and it does not permit us to do.
it. We have to look into each case separately.

21705. The character of the licensee does enter into the question %—Yes.

21706. You determine whether he is a proper person or not?—Yes, but there is
not a scoundrel who cannot get 1,500 signatures from the best people in the city.

21707. Do you find irregularity in the signatures, or is there any way to guard
against that ?—I had the law altered in this respect, and now they are obliged to swear
to the signatures. There is now a case pending against one who forged the name of an-
other. We have 300 applications in a year, and the parties come and swear to the sig-
natures and generally they are all right, but sometimes they are forged. It has come to
my knowledge that sometimes the party going around for signatures would be authorized
to sign for another, who had given the authorization en passant.

21708. That would be more an irregularity of form than a forgery I—Yes.

21709. You do not find much perjury in that matter %—No.

21710. Is the license law generally observed as to sale after hoursand on Sabbath ?
—1T think it is better observed this year in Montreal than before, judging by the reports
from our officers, and I think that is due to our having threatened to annul all licenses.
on the first offence. Every hotel-keeper, with very few exceptions, has no inclination
to follow the law, however stringent we make it. Many people in the community, from
the Ministers of the Crown and the Judges to the lower class of people, have no.inclina-
tion to follow the law.

21711. They are parties to violation of the law I—You have seen legislators voting
for a law, and going after 12 o’clock and taking a drink behind the bar, and Judges also.

21712. Which class are more inclined to violate the law, hotels or saloons —Hotels.

21713. Then the law is not observed altogether, though better than before 7—Yes.

21714. Do you think a reduction in the number of drinking places would help
the religious influences which exist -—The reduction of the lower class would.

21715. You would not apply that to the higher grade of places ?—No.

21716. But a reduction of the lower grade of places would help the religious influ-
ences 7—Yes. Itis very hard sometimes to draw a conclusion. We have found in
many instances where they had given the order in the suburbs to close on Sundays and
to see that the law was strictly observed, that people would gather together on Saturday
night and buy three or four bottles of bad whisky, and then get in a room on Sunday
and get as drunk as beasts.

21717. These are cases which are hard to get at ' —What can you do? You ask if’
the number were less, would that be an improvement? I give you that example, and
that is admitted by others. If you had prohibition in Montreal and could get whisky
ten or fifteen acres away, the people would go there, and of course, they would stay there
and get drunk. This will happen in some instances, and in other instances it will not.

21718. You do not believe in prohibition, and yet you would interfere with the sale-
of the stronger liquors —Yes. ‘
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21719. Would you prohibit the sale of the stronger liquor’—How would you pro-
hibit it when it is required for so many purposes ?

21720. Do you think that by the imposition of what you call prohibitive duties on
the stronger liquors, it might in a large degree prevent the trade in those stronger and
dangerous liquors 7—No doubt of it. If a manhas to pay 50 cents for a glass of whisky,
generally he will not take it. .

21721. Do you think that would be an interference with the rights of those who
prefer that kind of drink #—I do not consider alcohol a beverage, while I do so consider
beer and wine. I do not think alcohol was ever considered a beverage until about 150
years ago.

21722. There seems to be a larger class who prefer the strong alcoholic drinks as a .
beverage. Do you think prohibitive duties on that liquor would be an interference with
the rights of that large class of people I—All laws are an interference. When you want
to draw an exact conclusion, it is very diflicult to do so on these points. I know the
argument is : Do not interfere with me, even if I want to take poison. At the same
time, there is a feeling, and it is a fact, that alcohol is not doing a great deal of good,
and every one is in search of some means of restricting its use,because of the evil it does.

21723. Would that justify a prohibitive duty It would, not be a prohibitive duty,
but it would fall in the same category as other articles on which there are heavy duties.
For instance, you are interfering with the purchasing of a silk dress if you impose a
high duty upon it. It would be the same if people had to pay 50 cents for a glass of
whisky. This is not interfering with their liberty more than in other cases, but it would
place the use of heavier liquors in the light of a luxury.

21724. A dangerous luxury 7—Yes, a very dangerous luxury.

21725. You think the attempt by high duties to interfere with the sale would be
justified because of the great injury that class of liquors does ?—That is my view.

21726. Can you say what proportion of the professionals are drinkers, that is, thieves,
burglars and the like I-—1I think they all drink, but they take great care ngt to drink
before committing their depredations. .

21727. They do not drink in business hours *—They drink after. They are more
cute than many others. '

21728, That would show that the man is better prepared for his business when he
is not using strong alcohol =—Yes.

21729. In your years of contact with those professional eriminals, have you formed
any opinion as to whether any proportion of them are so by inheritance, whether the
mattér of heredity has entered into it, and whether it can be traced back a generation
or two, and you can find that their progenitors, men or women, have been addicted to
the aleoholic habit 7—My view has always been to try and protect a child from 14 or 15
till 23 or 24 years. If you can save him from bad habits during that period, generally
he will continue good. The great danger is between those ages. If a young boy
reaches 16 or 17 years and his salary is about $2 a month, his wants become more numer-
ous; there is great danger for him then, and if he wants a dollar or two he will go to
the till of his employer and take it.

21730. Have you observed whether any proportion of the juvenile criminals,
boys and girls, brought before you, for petty larcenies and little disorders of that kind,
are the children of parents who are given to drink and neglect their children, so that
they fall into those evil ways —There is a good deal of it. 1 may say that education
is a great restraint. People have no idea generally in large towns of the amount of
degradation that exists in the lower classes of people, what I call the mob. You cannot
bring those people back to be good. They are there to remain.

21731. Do you think there is any use in attempting to improve the mob %—No ; I
think the greatest work that the philanthropists could do would be to protect from
falling those who are goed.

21732. But you think the mob will remain the mob %—Yes.

21733. Will it perpetuate itself 9—1It will remain.

21734. You will always have that class 7—Yes, you will always have the mob in
large towns.
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21735. You think it is better to prevent the better class from joining the mob and
o prevent the mob from doing injury to others %—Yes. ,

By Judge McDondld :

21736. The result of the efforts of those philanthropists would be that the mob
would decrease in time %—Yes.

21737. Have you observed whether the system of suspended sentences is beneficial
in the case of young people —Yes; but in the case of old people that discretionary
power comes in again. I have so much experience in that system that I do not want it
-at all.  We have tried it for old people, and we have found that we never could pass
-sentence afterwards, surrounded as we are. I am much in favour of protecting children
against jail ; I am strongly against reformatory schools generally within the city. The
amount of dirty things we hear from boys who seem to tell the truth, puts me on my
guard against reformatory schools. People seem to think a reformatory school is a sort
of college, and try to induce us to put their boys there. The reformatory school here
could not be better administered, and the Superior has great experience and those in
charge are good people, but there are 400 young men there, between 200 and 300 are of
bad dispositions, and the other 150 have the bad association, and as it is impossible to
follow them every hour of the day, very bad things take place.

By Mr. Gigault :
{Translation.)

21738. Whatedo you think of the licenses granted to clubs ; do you not think that
it would be much better if such were not granted %—I am a member of some clubs.
There are abuses, no doubt ; yet if you only note the abuses without taking into con-
sideration the advantages derived, you will necessarily be against the clubs, as against
all other institutions of this nature, because of the strong likelihood that there are abuses
committed there. I belong to several clubs, and have seen there on certain occasions,
men intoxicated. Such things mortify the other members of the club; but these are
things we cannot prevent. ’

21739. It has been intimated.in Quebec, that the licenses granted to clubs indueed
the sale of liquor on Sundays !—Yes, that is certain.

21740. Is there much illegal sale of drink in Montreal —Very much.

21741. Are there as many unlicensed as licensed retailers -—No; I do not believe so.
There are 500 licensed ; I mean saloons, chop-houses and inn-keepers. I have no
-exact statistics about the numbers, but I speak of it from the opinion I have been able
to gather hy the reports that have been made to me. I calculate that there must be
from 100 to 150 unlicensed liquor shops, T even believe, when I come to think well
about it, that there must be many more than that number. Thus, it has been stated
to me that there were 135 houses for rendezvous, or fdr disorderly purposes in Mont-
real. Well, there is no doubt that liquor is sold in each one of these houses. Their
number must come well nigh to 200.

21742. Do not the authorities try to stop the illicit sale of liquor 7—The authorities,
which are made up of the city police and the Provincial Government police, endeavour,
I believe, to prevent the sale, but they meet such difliculties that it is impossible to
-cause the law to be respected in a proper manner on that score.

21743. Do you think it impossible to adopt amendments to this law that would
allow of more frequent punishment of its violators—The difficulty is to prove the
offence.’ ‘

21744. Do licensed retailers generally help in securing the conviction of parties who
sell without licenses !—On this point, the Government Police will be able to answer you
better than I can. It is the police that institute the actions and make proceedings,
and we are only obliged to try them. I know it to be their desire to do so.

21745. In the McCarthy Act, there was a clause which provided that the number of
licenses should be limited according to population 7—1I believe that it was one license for
400 inhabitants.-

21746. You complained a little while ago of the discretionary power left to the

*Commissioners to grant licenses. Do you not think that such power ought to be
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inserted in the license law of the Province of Quebec?—I am against this power being
given, because of the principle that I have enunciated, that each must be equal before
the law, and that when you have to decide between four or five applicants entering for
each license to be granted, you commit an injustice to those applicants you refuse.

21747. 1f the interest of morality demands it, is it not better to sacrifice the inn-
keepers 1—I would not have it that way. Give a license to each of the applicants, but
be severe as regards the enforcement of the law.

21748. If I understand correctly your argument, you would grant a license to each in-
dividual worthy of receiving it 9—Yes, provided he observes the requirements of the law.
It is for our legislators to frame the law in its details, to make the conditions as severe
as possible. I have no objection to that, provided each citizen has the benefit
of this arrangement. I would not like to limit the number of retailers by committing
an injustice.

21749. What do you think of the power given to Municipal Councils to prohibit the
sale of liquors I—1It is still another question somewhat difficult to answer. I have been
this summer in Carleton, and the Council has refused all licenses. I have received infor-
mation from the authorities that they were satisfied. On the other hand, they added,
that it happened often that people left and went to get drink in the neighbouring
municipalities, as in Dalhousie to take but one example.

21750. Do you not think that a prohibitive by-law that operates successfully is to
the interest of temperance in thinly settled countries?—I have not on that point the
necessary experiencey, I will give you as an illustration what they told me me in Carle-
ton the other day, and afterwards in St. Barthélémi, where I have been lately. - The
munieipality had refused to grant a license, and I inquired how the prohibition worked.
They told me that it did not prevent drinking, and even that they thought drinking was
on the increase, because people who were “dry ” did not now go and take a glass without
coming back drunk, more so perhaps than if they had liquor in their house. This is per-
haps exaggerated.

21751. You have declared in favour of high duties on strong drinks and fermented
liquors. 'Would you like an arrangement that, at the same time, would give to licensed
parties the right to sell only wine, beer and cider t-—Certainly ; we have this in our law.

21752. 1t has been shown in Quebec, in the course of this inquiry, that the holders
of divers licenses for the sale of what are called temperance drinks, break the law in
almost every case, and sell strong drinks. Do you not think that retailers authorized
to sell only wine and cider would break the law in the same way —That is quite likely,
unless there were some very strong measures to restrain them. In Switzerland there is
what is called the monopoly of alcohol by the State. It is in existence also in Russia.
The manufacture and the sale of alcohol can be conducted only by the officers of the
Government.

21753. What do you think of the imposition of a heavy tax on alcohol, or of a sys-
tem that would invest the Government with the control of the sale of alcohol in such a
way that they would be able to follow it into whatever hands it might pass, and to leave
to licensed persuns the right to sell beer, wine and cider. Do you not think this would
be the system the least liable to abuse 7—1I would be favourably disposed towards such
a system.

" 21754-5. In Sweden and in Norway there are associations authorized by the State to
sell alcoholic drinks, and these societies have a right to retain nothing but the interest
on the capital invested, the surplus of the profits being paid to the State, to be employed
by it in whatever way it thinks best, or to be employed for charitable purposes. The
advocates of this system maintain that it is better than ours, seeing that the retailers
are not incited to sell alcohol to realize profits. What would you think of the applica-
tion of that system here %—I do not like to give an opinion thoughtlessly. I have, how-
ever, ventured an answer to the other question, and in that case I have answered un-
hesitatingly, although without cognizance of its results through experience.

21756. Do you think that drunkards should be punished more severely than at pre-
gent? I do not know the purport of the law here, in Montreal. Do you inflict pun-
ishment on the inebriate here, for the act of mere drunkenness, or must this person
break the public peace to deserve punishment —He must break the public peace.
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21757. Several persons have expressed the opinion that drunkards should be punished
for their very drunkenness. What do you think about that ?—T am against all legisla-
tion which tends to punish the sin itself ; it is only when the public peace and society
suffer from the behaviour of its members that punishment should be meted out, accord-
ing to my opinion. ‘

21758. Is there an increase or decrease of crime in Montreal/ 1t has been about
the same for six years. I do not think it has increased except in ratio of the increase
of the population. T must say that T even deem there is a decrease.

21759. Have the licensed shops decreased or increased in the city of Montreal in
the ratio of increase of populatio?...The licenses have not increased in ratio of the
population.

21760. You have spoken of the North-west. Have you had some experience of the
operaation of the prohibitory law in the North-west ?—Yes.

21761. What has been your experience ?—That it did not prevent drinking. I
used to see even those who were not addicted to drinking trying to get liquor.

© 21762. Have you noted that there were many habitual drunkards in the North-
west 7—I have noted that people became intokicated by means of lavender water, pain-
killer and other such drugs. T have seen in Edmonton very respectable people who
have confessed that at times they have even mixed tobacco juice with their tea.

21763. Have you examined the operation of the prohibitory law in the State of
Maine ?- -No, but I have obtained information from many people who came from there,
such as Judges and Sheriffs. One day, 1 asked a Judge what was the effect of pro-
hibition at home, in Maine. He said to me: “This very morning as T was leaving
home, T received a newspaper which said that of 52 arrests in the city, 48 were for
drunkenness.” That was a city in Maine.

21764. Have you ever visited France! -Yes.

21765. What have you noted there I—I went to France in 1875, T visited a little
everywhere in the provinces. 1 found that the people were very sober as a rule. They
certainly take wherewith to make merry, but the thing stops there. Since you speak
of France, I do” not know if you have had any information of the work published
when M. Tirard was Premier of the Cabinet. This publicist draws the conclusion that
# certain quantity of stimulants is necessary for mankind, and that a sufficiency is found
In ale and wine.

By Mr. Clarke :

21766. Is the Scott Act in force in any part of vour distriet I No,

21767. Or a local option law ?--No, not that T know of.

N 21768, Have you examined into the Scott Act itself as a prohibitory measure !—
NO.

2176Y. You cannot make any suggestions as to chnfnges in the Scott Act that
would render it more efticient ---No.

21770. You said something respecting the ten or tifteen professionals or habitués
who appear before you out of 100?-—No. T spoke of 100 cases in order to make a com-
parison, but I did not include the professionals in that number.

21771. What do you say respecting the professionals? Would it be right
to draw the conclusion that their crimes are committed when thev are sober? -
They are sober when they commit the crimes, but they get drunk afterwards,

21772. Do they commit the crime to get money to get drunk —They have no
other object than to rob, and, if necessary, to murder.

By the Chavrman :

21773. Do they as a class show great astuteness I—The greatest astuteness; they
are very intelligent.

By Mr. Clarke :

21774. Ave these professionals generally guilty of petty crimes 7— Nu, bl;a.‘t is below
their dignity.
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21775. Have you known the licensed vendors to aid the unlicensed vendors to ply
their trade +—No, they are against them.

21776. It has beén stated in some places that the licensed vendors seem to help
the unlicensed ones #-—-No, on the contrary they are jealous of them.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod: 4

21777. Do you think that the licensed sellers sometimes sell to the unlicensed
sellers 1 suppose if one has a chance, he‘ will sell ; but T have no experience in regard
to that.

By Mr. Clarke :

21778, But would an ordinary hotel-keeper, if he knows the unlicensed man is
going to sell again, sell to him, or would he give information to the police 1—They do
not like to give information, but generally they will ask the police to see toit. Of
course, there are always exceptions, but I am speaking generally.

21779. Would you consider their action in selling to a person who came in and was -
an unlicensed vendor, an evidence that they desired to aid the unlicensed trade —No,
not at all. T believe the licensed man will sell for ready cash toany one, without having
any consideration for the other man.

21780. He does not take the unlicensed man as a partner 7—Nor under his
protection,

21781. As between the restaurant and the hotel, the view has been presented to
us that the hotel bar is more dangerous than the saloon bar, and it has been urged that
if either the hotel or the saloon bar were to be abolished, it would be better in the
interest of temperance to abolish the hotel bar I—Personally, I am against bars. 1 am
against having the bottles exposed. I think it would be better and more in the
interest of temperance if, as is generally done in France, two gentlemen could go and
sit at a table and drink quietly, which is more dignified than going to a bar and stand-
ing there and taking two or three drinks.

\ 21782. Is that the custom more in hotels than in saloon bars?—It is about the
same thing.

21783. Would you recognize any difference between the two?—I suppose that
people who make their residence for a time in a hotel gather there more frequently, but
I do not think there is any difference.

21784. This view has been presented to us: that young men will go into hotels
ostensibly to see visitors at the hotel, but really to get drink, but if they enter a saloon,
the public must conclude that they have gone there for drink, and consequently
there would be less likelihood of their visiting saloons than hotels. Do you agree with
that view 1—1 cannot see on what that is based. Speaking in a general way, I do not
believe so.

21785. Supposing you had to abolish either the restaurant or the hotel har,
which of the two would you abolish ?—1It is difficult to give an opinion, because I am
against bars altogether.

21786. Is the hotel bar as prominent a feature in the hotel as the saloon bar is in
‘the saloon 1—They are just the same.

By the Chairman :

21787. The hotel supplies more or less accommodation to travellers %—Yes.

21788. In that respect, do you consider it better than the restaurant?—I do not
know. I think both should exist.

21789. Would you impose upon the restaurant the obligation of giving meals and
providing sleeping accommodation —Not providing sleeping accommodation. I am in
favour of saloons, as we have them, giving meals.

21790. No doubt you have before your Court a number of offenders who appear
continually for drunkenness —They do not come before us for drunkenness, they go before
the Recorder.. Of course, the same person will come very often before us for other
crimes, which they always say were committed under the influence of liquor.

21791. Is not the Recorder’s jurisdiction confined to the city %—Yes.

Hon. CaLixte A. Dueas.
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21792. Your jurisdiction is for the whole district ?—-For the whole Province.

21793. Have you not the same persons before you frequently for the same offence
—Ne, very seldom.

21794, But it is a fact that there is a class of offenders in this respect who appear
again and again?—It is known that as soon as they get drunk, they will commit petty
<rimes. We have some who have been convicted 70 times.

21795. Do you think it would be an advantage if, after a second or third offence,
the Magistrate should have the power of committing those persons to some reformatory,

where they could be kept or cured —I may say that we deplore every day not having
some institution of that kind.

By Mr. Clarke :

21796. You think drunkenness should be treated as a disease »---T think there should
be some place where drunkards should be put for six months or even two years. I think
there is something in the law in reference to that, but the proclamation ha: never been
made.. They must first be interdicted, and the parents often object to do that.

By the Chairinan :

21797. You think it would be a positive advantage to have such institutions
and to allow the Magistrates to send the habitual drunkards there!—Yes. It
would affect people who come and apply to us, and we should have the power to send
these persons there ; I mean even on the application of people themselves who desire to
becured. Tt is a great drawback not to have a place where the authorities can send those
people. The amount of distress which is caused to wives and families in this way is
very great. Some of them belong to the better class, though they are not so numerous.

By Mr. Clarke :

21798. Should those institutions be maintained by the Provincial authorities?—
That would be the only way.

21799 Are there only annual licenses granted to persons to sell liquors %—There
are wine and beer licenses, but only since last year.

21800. That is the only class —Yes.

Hox. BENJAMIN A. D. DEMONTIGNY, Recorder of the City of Montreal, on
heing duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

" By the Chairman :

21801. How long have you been Recorder of Montreal —Twelve years.

21802. Have you lived here all your life: are you a native of the district %—No, 1
am a native of the district of Terrebonne, St. Jéréme, the parish of Curé Labelle.

21803. You are a member of the legal profession 7—1I was for some 20 years ; I was
District Magistrate for the district of Terrebonne before being Recorder.
© 21804. Your district extends throughout the City of Montreal %—The Recorder is a
Jjustice of the peace, and as justice of the peace I have jurisdiction over all the district ;
but as President of the Recorder’s Court, I have jurisdiction only in the City of Mon-
treal. T may say that my jurisdiction is the jurisdiction of two justices of the peace,
that is the same jurisdiction as the Police Magistrate, and moreover I have to sit in
cases of contravention of the by-laws of the city. |

21805. The cases which come before your court aré principally, what %—Principally

_contraventions of the city by-laws, such as not clearing snow, etc. I take cognizance of
little misdemeanours, cases of drunkenness, assault and all petty misdemeanours, but
generally I send all important ones to the Police Court, which is particularly their place,
though T can take cognizance of them.
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21806. Do cases of drunkenness come before your court !~ The greater part of them
naturally come before me, because the police of the city make the arrests and they bring
the prisoners before me.

21807. Have you any control over the police of the city ?--The control is that they
are obliged to obey my orders. They are named by the Police Committee or by the Chief
of Police, but they have to come before me to be sworn, and they are obliged to obey
my orders.

21808. Do you give them any instructions in regard to the performance of their
duties I—Not directly. Sometimes when any matter comes before me, or when I see some-
thing wrong and think I should interfere, through delicacy I vefer it to the Chief of
Police, because it is he who gives the needed orders to the police. I donot take it in hand
myself, although I have a right to do so, and I do so sometimes, though seldom. 1
sometimes draw the attention of the police to matters, and ask them to go here and
there.

21809. You arve speaking, Mr. Recorder, of the city police 7 —Yes.

21810. You have no control over the Provincial Police&--Well, as any other
Justice of the Peace, I may order them to keep order or maintain the peace. T was
never called on that I remember to give such instructions, but T have a right to do so,
as any Justice of the Peace has,

21811. Can you give the Commissioners an idea of the number of cases which come
before your court in the course of a year?-- Well, just before coming here T thought
about the Annual Report of the Recorder’s Court, and I could only find one for the year
1890. I will, however, send you the reports for several years, which contain a compara-
tive statement of the criminality of the district, and particularly the cases which come
hefore my court. The cases are classified in that report according to the eharacter of
the oftences. 1 will send you the record for ten years.

21812. Has crime been increasing or decreasing in the city, T mean in proportion
to the increase of population?—Of course there has been an increase of population and
necessarily an increase in crime, but no increase in the percentage of crime. It is true
that T have more cases than when I took the office, but population has increased and the
city has increased, so I do not say that there are relatively more cases. Thére are more
cases naturally, but not proportionally more than the extension of the city would war-
rant.

21813. Some outlying municipalities have been attached to the city and the area
has been extended 9—Three wards have been added to the city.

21814. Do you think there is a less percentage of crime now than there was ten
vears ago -1 do not say it is less, but it is not more.

21815. In the Recorder’s Court I think you deal with the claims of the city against
citizens 2—Yes, I am obliged to look into all cases of contravention of the by-laws of any
kind. There is a small civil jurisdiction as to ejectment cases and in reference to
the wages of servants and journeymen : they are not obliged to come hefore me as they
may go to the Magistrate’s Court or the Circuit Court, but they sometimes come before
me, because it is a more expeditious proceeding and not so expensive. They are not obliged
to have lawyers, although lawyers may plead before me. ‘

21816. Can you, from your memory, give the Commissioners an idea of the number
of cases which come before you per annum?—In the year 1890, there were of penal
cases, that is infractions of the by-laws, 10,928, and a total of civil proceedings of
17,033.

21817. That would be over 27,000 cases t--Yes, 27,961, or nearly 28,000 cases.

21818. Of which between 17,000 and 18,000 were civil cases —Yes, all the claims
of the Corporation for taxes come before me, and thatis the reason the number of cases is
so large. In cases of water and other taxes they generally send the warrant and take
the proceedings in the Recordegs name in the Recorder’s Court, but T have nothing to
do with the case unless it is contested.

21819. Those 17,000 cases include all cases in which proceedings are taken by the™
city, do they 7—Yes, in a civil way. And the 10,000 penal cases are for little misde-
meanours and contraventions of the by-laws,

Hoxn. BExsaMin A. D. DEMonTiGNY.
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21820. Of these 10,000 cases, can you give the Commissioners an idea of how many
would be cases of drunkenness and cases arising out of drunkenness?--They are men-
tioned in the annual report of the Recorder’s Court, but you must remark that when the
offence is set down as drunkenness it does not include all cases of drunkenness, because
the greatest part of the crimes and misdemeanours come directly or indirectly from the
abuse of liquor. T do not say that the contraventions of the by-laws, such as neg-
lecting to clean sidewalks, are caused by drunkenness, but all petty misdemeanours, such
as assaults and disorders, are on account of drink. -

21821. Are cases of neglect to clean sidewalks and such cases included in the 10,000
cases or the 17,000 cases !-—They are in the 10,000.

21832, Can you tell the Commission what proportion of the 10,000 and odd cases
are cases which originate from intemperance —It is mentioned in the annual report ;
but if I am to judge from the daily list, more than three-fourths of those cases are on
account of drunkenness. As I told you, the number set down as drunkenness does not
represent it all, because assaults, disorders and furious driving and such are generally
indirectly due to liquor. The cases of keeping disorderly houses and being inmates and
frequenters of disorderly houses are mostly due to abuse of liquor. I merely take this
as an avérage year, and there may be more or less some years.

21823. You think that three-fourths of the 10,000 cases are either cases of drunk-
enness or are cases which originate in drunkenness ---At least that, and I trust you will
allow me to say that if we had not the abuse of liquor in this country, we would have
the best people in the world, and T think it would not be necessary to have a Recorder
in the city of Montreal ; at all events, he would have a good time if there were no liquor.

21824, How would you deal with the 17,000 civil cases without a Recorder Tt
would he necessary to have a Recorder for those cases, because only the Recorder has
jurisdiction. Infact, when T am sick or absent, T have to name a substitute or assistant,
who has jurisdiction only when T am not here ; the moment T am here, he ceases to
have jurisdiction. ' .

21825. Did you quite understand my question, Mr. Recorder? You made the
observation that if we could do away with drink, there would be no necessity for a
Recorder. My question was : how would you deal with the 17,000 civil cases if you
had no Recorder %--As T tell you, the Recorder would have a good time, or more leisure
than he has, because the most of the time he is employed with criminal cases, such as
assault, disorderly houses, breaking the peace and drunkenness particularly ; if these
cases were taken out of his court, the Recorder would not have much to do.

21826. Did you mean literally, that if there were no cases of drunkenness, the
office of the Recorder of the city might be abolished I do not say so, because there
must be a functionary there to try the contraventions of the hy-laws.

21827. Have you anything to do with the enforcement of the license laws and the
regulations governing the sale of liquor #—Yes, as a License Commissioner.

21828. Not as Recorder #—Certainly, when the' police reports some offence against
the license law the offender is brought before me ; that is one part of my jurisdiction.
Not only so, but even when the police do not report it is my habit when a case comes
hefore me for drunkenngss, especially if T see he is a minor, or that he was drunk on
Sunday, to ask where the liquor was obtained ; and then T ask the Clerk to make a case
of it when the party consents to give his deposition. The parties frequently, however,
vefuse to make the depositions, or they refuse to state where they got the liquor.

21829. Do many of those persons who are brought before you plead that they were
drunk as a sort of extenuation of their offence, with a view to a mitigation of sentence ¢
—Well, they generally give several reasons why the sentence should not be severe.
They say it is their first time, or their second time, or it is an accident, or he is a father
of a small family, or so and so. Sometimes, and indeed often, those who consent to
come before me to give their depositions against the inn-keepers do so because they hope
they will be treated less severely. I ask them where they obtained the liquor, and they
say they got it in such a place ; and I say T will suspend sentence, if you will give your
deposition.

21830. Does it occur frequently, or does it occur at any time that a prisoner who
is brought up“or some offence pleads that he committed the offence while in a state of
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intoxication ; and if so, what is his object in so pleading #-~Though the law says that it
is not an excuse, yet there are some offences in which we have to take it into account.
‘When a man has no reason, we cannot see in him such gross malice as if he com-
mitted an offence when he was sober. There are some gross indecencies and exposures
which are more excusable when people are drunk, and for which, if they were not drunk,.
they would be treated more severely, because the offence would have been intentional ;
80 also in cases of blasphemy. I have no jurisdiction over blasphemy in my court, as it
is treated by common law and cases go before the Queen’s Bench. But when I see on
the list that a person has blasphemed or has taken the name of God in vain, T condemn
him more severely than for the offence of which he is accused.

21831. From your observation do you consider that the license law and the regula-
tions in regard to the liquor trade are carried out strictly within the city —No.

21832. In what respect do you think they are not enforced !—If the law were
thoroughly carried out in the city, I think it would be sufficient, because it provides for
nearly all cases, and its penalties are very severe ; but unfortunately, and I do not know
what is the reason, there are certainly many clauses of the law which are not observed
for want of inspectors or proper officers. I have already spoken to the Chief of Police,
who has, I think, done his best to send men to catch those who break the law, but he
says that it is very diflicult, for several reasons. TIn the first place, when he puts his
men there, they sometimes become drunkards themselves, because they go from one inn
to the other taking drinks ; besides when they are one or two days on that duty. they
are known by all people in the city, and it is Impossible to secure any cases. The Chief
tells me, in the third place, that it depreciates the force, because the officers are put
down as informers or something like that, and he finds it is an inconvenience. There
is no doubt that many cases which come before me are due to the activity of the police.
The Chief tells me that his force is not large enough to put special men on that duty.
We have about 400 policemen in the city of Montreal, and they are not able to discharge
the duties of that particular service. Each Sergeant has received an order from me to
go to any place where he suspects liquor is sold, and the officers often bring cases ; but
the law is not sufficiently put into execution, for I believe in many cases the law is not
obeyed.

y21833. In what respect do you think it is not enforced ; is there illicit sale of
liquor, or do the licensed vendors break the law, or both %—There are many who sell
without any license, and there are some who, being licensed, sell during Sunday or after
hours. There are even licensed persons who give liquor to those who are already drunk,
and that is forbidden by the law.

21834. You have expressed the opinion, I think, that the law is sufficient, if pro-
perly executed ?—I think so; it is possible to make it more strict, but I find it strict at

resent.
P 21835. In your opinion, would a prohibitory law be more effective, by which I
mean a law passed by the Dominion Parliament which would prohibit the importation,
manufacture and sale of liquor altogether 7—Well, there is no doubt, if it would be pos-
sible to prohibit liquor totally, it would be the best means tc adopt, because if we had
not the abuse of liquor in our country, we would have the best population in the world,
for the reason that there are all nationalities and all religions. We look at what our
neighbours are doing, and we try and do better ; that tends to create a good population,
not only as regards industry and commerce, but also as to morality. If it were possible
to prohibit completely the iiquor traffic, T am certainly of opinion that it would be a.
good thing, because if there are ten or one hundred saloons the drunkards will find a
way of obtaining liquor. Tt is only when there is no liquor at all they will cease to
drink, and it is with this as with our other passions,we must cease to give them nourishment
in order to allay them. It is particularly so with drunkenness. T know that many
drunkards if they take a drop of liquor, must break their good resolutions. Generally
all the drunkards come before me, and they are from all classes of society, from the
workman up to perhaps the Judges, though I have not had any Judges before me ;
drunkenness is in all classes of society, and if we do not see more in the higher classes,
it is because they have the means of concealing themselves or drinking at their own
Hown. Bexsaymix A. D. DeMoxTieNY.
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Places, or for some other reason. Some drunkards do their best to reform, but when
they get into the habit of drinking it becomes a passion, and I think they are not re-
sponsible. It is so strong that it becomes a real rage.

21836. You look upon it as a disease -—Certainly, when it once becomes a habit.
T have already written to the Government to try to get a place to which to send habitual
drunkards as crazy persons.

21837. To send them to some reformatory institution ?—Yes, where they will be
completely free from the opportunity of drinking, because I have seen many who try
their best to keep sober and fail to do so. Generally drunkards deplore their sad habit,
they make good resolutions, but immediately an occasion offers they fall. If there were
no liquor at all, naturally they would not have that occasion.

21838. I notice that you express your views with a certain reservation: you think
prohibition would be an excellent thing, if it could be enforced %—Yes.

21839. Is it your view that it could be enforced ?—I do not think so. We could
pass the law, but I do not see the possibility of having it observed. The law is
not completely executed now for want of vigilance or for want of sufficient officers, and
we cannot check even those who sell without any license ; there are always some holes
where they sell without license. 1 do not see the possibility of having a prohibition law
enforced.

21840. Do you think it could be enforced to an extent which would be a great
benefit to the community, and that there would be less intemperance under a prohibitory
law than there is under the law existing to-day 7—Well, if I were to judge by all
crimes or offences or sins, the less occasion there is the better ; but the question is, can
we judge all the passions by this one? I find from my experience as a License Commis-
sioner that when we do not grant a sutficient number of licenses, there are a greater number
of those who sell without any license, and they are less controllable by the law than
those who have licenses. The officers have permission to visit the places of those who
have licenses and they can control them more easily ; but when they are not licensed, it
is very hard, and T must say that sometimes we were obliged by necessity to give licenses
to those who were selling as openly as it was possible without being arrested by the

olice.
P 21841. That is, selling without a license I—Yes, they sold so much without a license,
and there was so much disorder that the Sergeant of Police asked the License Commis-
sioners to grant the house a license so as to enable the police to check misdemeanours,
and have some control over the house. \

21842. You have not, I think, quite answered my question yet, Mr. Recorder —The
answer is this. It is true that prohibition will have the effect of diminishing the occa-
sion of drunkenness ; but, on the other hand, it will have the effect of creating many
places where drink will be sold, and which will be uncontrollable by the law, from the fact
that they will not be known by the police.

21843. Then, if I understand you correctly—and please correct me if I do not under-
stand your opinion accurately—you think that while prohibition would possibly decrease
the amount of intemperance, it would lead to other crimes?—I do not know that it
would decrease intemperance. That is a question I am not ready to answer, but I do
say prohibition would have the effect of decreasing the open occasion for drink, although
it would certainly have the effect of increasing the number of holes where they would
sell liquor without a license and be beyond the control of the potice.

By Mvr. Clarke :

21844. Would that be a desirable state of things I —Well, no. During the twelve
years that I have been a License Commissioner, I have changed my opinion several
times about that. In the first years I was of opinion that we should decrease the number
of licensed places as much as possible. I was of opinion that the fewer licensed places
we had the better ; but that does not alwais succeed. Though we choose the best among
the applicants as licensees, yet some of the inn-keepers sell out of the hours permitted
by the law, and when they become prosperous by that trade, they are not all good citizens.
I do not say the most part of them, nor the whole of them. We take care to see that
the character of the person who asks for a license is good, and we are very particular as.
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to the opening up of new places. Every year there are some new licenses granted, due
to the fact that a restaurant is needed near a market or a railway station or commercial
centre. We sometimes are obliged to open new places, and when we do so it is on the
recommendation generally of those who know the necessities of the places, among them
generally an alderman. It is very seldom we open new places, but sometimes we consider
they are almost necessary. In fact, I do not to-day know whether a larger number of
saloons is any worse than a smaller number.

By the Chairman :

21845. Can you tell the Commission if the number of licensed places within the
¢ity has increased or decreased 1—Well, they have certainly increased for some vears
ast.
P 21846, Have they increased within the last ten yearsin as large a ratio as the popu-
lation has increased ! —T think so.
21847. Have you any suggestion to make for the improvement of the present law !
1 understand that you act with the Police Magistrate for the granting of licenses ; and
that leads me to ask you about the system *—The only suggestion T would make is to
have more effective inspectors, or call them police if you wish, to enforce the present
law. In each case the punishment is very severe, but we have discretion to impose fines
from a certain amount up to another amount. Thex I would make the law state dis-
tinctly that for a third offence the person should lose his license. 1 do not say the first
offence, because, an inn-keeper might break the law innocently, one of his employes
might break the law and it would be hard to take away his license for the first offence,
but on conviction for the third offence the law should state that such a man was
unworthy to have a license. I would make the law state that distinctly, and take away
discretionary power from the Magistrate, and I am sure it would make the inn-keeper
observe the law better. '
21848, You would leave no discretion with the Magistrate I—No discretion. When
“we have to condemn a man our feelings of pity are worked on by those who speak in
favour of the guilty party. The man may have a family of five or ten children, and
may have never committed any offence except that of selling liquor illegally ; it would
involve the ruin of all the family to take away his license and leave them without the
means of living. Naturally, when these circumstances come before the Judge, he pays
attention to them, and it is always very severe to ruin a family in that manner. More
than that, when we have to condemn the licensee he brings influence to bear so that he
may not lose his license. In any case where we strike very hard, there are friends to
speak in his favour. So it is in all the courts of the world, and even in the Queen’s
Bench, when a party is found guilty by the jury, there are petitions in his favour before
sentence. When a man is to be ruined totally, and deprived of his license and put on
the street, naturally his friends and persons of some influence represent that it is very
hard on his family or something like that. If there were no discretion left with the
Magistrate, and if it were known by all that under the law he would forfeit his license
for the third offence, it would make licensees very caretul. At all events, there should
be a limit as to the number of offences for which a man should lose his license. You
see yourself, Mr. Chairman, that the moment the Windsor or the St. Lawrence Hall or
the Richelieu Hotel or some of these first-class hotels were convicted for the third time
and their license taken away by the Magistrate, what the consequence of such an
amendment of the law would be. 'We would be obliged to shut up the Windsor Hotel,
the first hotel of the city, or the St. Lawrence Hall, or some other hotels which receive
many strangers, and there would be great difficulty in doing that.

By Revr. Dr. McLeod : -

21849. But, Mr. Recorder, would the effect not be the same whether the law was
put in force by the Magistrate or simply by enactment. The Magistrate would be relieved
of the responsibility, but the result would be the same ?-—The result would be the same.

21850. Do you think that would be an jmprovement ?—I think so.

21851. Ts it within your knowledge that liquors sold within the city are seriously
adulterated -—No doubt there are very bad liquors sold.

Hox~. Bexyadiy A. D. DEMoNTIGNY.
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21852. And the effect of vending such to the population or those who partake of
them is very injurious? -So injurious that the most part of those who drink that liquor
hecome furious. We do not seesuch results in countries where they partake only of beer
or wine or good liquor. They become furious with bad liquor, and, as T remarked many
times in the court to those who act as they do, insulting God, treating their wives as
beasts, striking their fathers : You are worse than any animal, because you do not see
any animal treating his family as vou do.  Such men do not know anything, and they
strike everybody.

[ By the Chairman :

21853. TIs it your opinion that those adulterated liquors are sold more extensively
in unlicensed than in licensed places? - License is very high, and those who pay licenses
of course pay more than unlicensed persons.

21854. Ts there an efficient inspection of liquors in this city ! -T do not think it is
sufficient. ~

21855. Is jt done at all, to your knowledge - -Well, T think there are some officers
appointed for that object, but 1 do not see the effects of inspection.

21856. You made an answer to a question of mine which led me to suppose that it
was your opinion that there was as much drinking among what are called the better
classes of society as amongst the lower classes. The distinction is not mine, but I use it
as it will convey to your mind a sufliciently clear idea of the question I wish to ask you.
You put it in this way :. that the richer classes drink in their homes and the poorer
classes drink at the saloons and public houses. Is that your opinion?--T am not ready
to say that it is worse than any other class, but there are many abuses which do not
appear, for two reasons. First, the better classes generally drink good liquor, which does
not make them so furious ; but I have occasion to see every week some young men, some
men of good families who are habitual drunkards, and their wives or others come to have
these drunkards incarcerated, or use some means to stop them drinking. The means we
adopt consist in sending them a letfer and giving them a lesson.  When that is not suf-
ficient, it is necessary to bring them under warrant, not to punish them at first but to
suspend sentence, to see if it 18 any use ; if that does not succeed, we afterwards must
send them to jail. There is another proceeding. According to our law, they must be
interdicted and a curator named, and they may then be placed in a certified house for
habitual drunkards. Unfortunately these certified houses are not maintained by the
Government, and those committed have to pay their board there. When they are not
rich and have no means, they cannot be incarcerated. Tt is for this reason that I have
asked the Government to maintain an institution such as an asylum, to which to send
habitual drunkards. When it is stated that they are drunkards and have got beyond
control, they should be sent there for two or three months, or for as long as it is neces-

's:}!,rry to cure them, and there should be a medical man or a specialist there to treat
them.

21857. Would the cases you have referred to be cases in, which the parties have

" bought liquor in licensed places, or got it in their own homes? Would they be cases
where the liquor was procured at some restaurant, or hotel, or saloon, or in their own
home %It depends very much on the persons ; but the drunkards generally want to go
to the saloon ; they have more pleasure from meeting friends there. I know very many
of them who drink in their rooms alone, and they drink as long as they can. The worst
place is, perhaps, the saloon or restaurant, but I think there are great abuses in groceries,
in cases where they are licensed to sell liquors. They have no right to sell by the glass,
but in many places they do sell by the glass. That is a great abuse, because, generally,
the mechanic has a little account with the grocery store, and when it comes to Saturday,
they drink there by the glass. They buy a bottle or two and, during Sunday, they
drink. Generally, on Manday morning, when I ask them where did you take the liquor,
they say, I bought a bottle on Saturday.

21858. Is it your opinion that the licensing of grocery establishments to sell liquor
is an evil and is undesirable? You were speaking of the bad results which follow the
vending of liquors by grocers : would you have that portion of the license law changed {
‘Would you take away from the grocers the right to have a license?—Yes; that was
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suggested and embodied in a law, which was unfortunately declared unconstitutional.
It was provided that the sale of liquor should be separated from groceries, and we con-
sidered it a very good proposal.

21859. And you think it desirable I—Certainly.

By Judge McDonald :

21860. Mr. Recorder, the evidence that you have given us is only another of the
many proofs we have of the evil results that flow from drunkenness, and an examination
of this report from your court confirms what you have stated as to the cases which come
before you. I see that the cases here of drunkenness, disorderly conduct, refusing to
work for a living, indecent exposure, living on the profit of prostitution, begging with-
out permission, and other such charges, amount to 5,436 for the year 1890, and in your
opinion, most of these offences may be traced to drunkenness 7—The greater part of them.

21861. Then there are a number of other cases, such as resisting the police, assaults
upon women, interference with religious and social assemblies, keeping houses of ill-
fame, and so on. Are many of these cases also connected with drinkitg 7—Well, more
or less. You take the houses of prostitution, and it is generally liquor that has brought
those girls there. '

21862. Do you not find that liquor is given away or sold in those places {—Yes.

21863. T find that 165 cases which came hefore you are for lunacy: are all
these cases in which lunacy has arisen from the use of these vile compounds to which
vou have referred !—I may say half of ‘them.

21864. Have you any knowledge at all, Mr. Recorder, of what is used in making
up these vile liquors which you speak of, and which are largely not the fruit of the
grape or the grain either; they are made of some drugs, are they not?—-Well, as to
lunacy, I am pretty sure that it comes from the abuse of bad liquor.

21865. I was asking if you could tell the Commission what is used in making this
bad liquor ?-—T do not know. I have heard that they put in all kinds of mixtures and
in some cases even vitriol, .

21866. Poisons at any rate 7—Certainly.

21867. I see you have had some 17,000 cases before you, what might be called
civil suits?—Yes.

21868. In reply to His Honor the Chairman, you have stated that the sale- of
adulterated liquors was not ‘confined to unlicensed people, but that licensed people also
deal in these vile compounds, and you gave as a reason that the license was so high it
induced them to sell cheap and deleterious liquors to make a profit 7—1I did not pay par-
ticular attention to that, but the reason why liquor is so much adulterated by licensed
people is because they they have to pay more than others, and naturally they want to
make large profits. . .

21869. In your opinion a high license would not be necessarily beneficial as regards
the quality of liquor sold I—High license has been tried, The fee was increased last
year, but I do not think that drunkenness was decreased at all. v

31870. Do you think it would be a benefit to diminish the number of persons who
sell liquors —We have been decreasing their number for the last couple of years.

21871. If a less number of licenses were granted, do you think it would be any
benefit =—As I have said, I have changed my opinion about that. T was of opinion that
the smallest number we .could have the better, but now I really do not know.

21872. A witness has put forward the view to-day that where you lessen the
number of liquor places, you lessen the occasions of temptation. Forinstance, if a man
is going from his work to his house, the temptation would be less if he only had to pass
one house than if he had to pass ten -—It would evidently have a good effect on that
part of the population who are not in the habit of drinking; but as to those who are in the
habit of drinking, when the rage comes on them, they will find means to get it. For
the Kol;l:ing population the less occasion they have of getting drink the better it
would be.

21873. Your idea is that a man who is driven to the habit of drink will get it, and
. that the fewer places there are, the less will be the temptation?—Certainly, because
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there are some good people who never drink when there are no licensed places in their
locality. There is a licensed grocery at the corner of every street almost, but where
there is no licensed restaurant, they often go tothe grocery, and it is worse than a
licensed restaurant.

21874. T understand from your evidence that you think prohibition is not possible,
and that it could not be carried out ?—1It is not possible, in my opinion.

21875. Then holding that opinion, have you formed any opinion as to what would
be the best remedy ¢—Well, education has certainly much to do with it, because when
a person in a certain position in society gives his word of honour, he generally sticks to
it. It is the opinion of all, T think, that religious means are the best. We certainly
see everywhere that moral suasion and teaching have done a great deal to prevent
drinking. Religious people may fall sometimes, but the best way to make the people
moral is by religious suasion.

21876. There is no question of the very great importance of the means you speak
of ; but do you think that in case you have not total prohibition, it would be well for
the State to do what it might to promote the introduction of light liquors ?-—I think so.

21877. And to do away, if possible, with what might be called the stronger liquors ?
— T think so. When people have the habit of drinking beer or wine the effect is not so dis-
astrous, as they enter to a certain extentinto the food of the population. Where they use
wine or beer, there are not so many drunkards as in countries where they use
strong spirituous liquors.

21878. It is stated that in France when the phylloxera destroyed nearly all the
vines, disorder greatly increased in' that country, and there were more drunkards than
ever before because the people could not get the light wines and took to drinking stronger
liquors ---T am certainly of the opinion that the introduction of French or California
wine would be a great improvement. Upper Canada wine is also very goodnow, and the
drinking of that should be encouraged. I am certainly of opinion that it would be
better if the greater number of restaurants were licensed only for the sale of wine and
beer, or what we call a half licénse.

21879. It would appear, Mr. Recorder, from what you tell the Commission, that
the greed of men to make money leads them to hreak the provisions of their licenses,
such as a grocer selling by the glass, or a man selling on Sunday or to minors. Is it your
opinion that this traffic must be maintained in some shape, and that it would be well to
have light wines and ales sold instead of stronger liquors. How do you think it would
answer if the State were itself to sell the liquor, simply paying a salary to those who
sold, and the State taking the profits -—T do not understand your question.

21880. Suppose, instead of allowing individuals to take out licenses to sell for their
own profit, the State appointed the vendors of liquors and merely paid them salaries, as
they do other employees, the State getting the profit : do you think that would be an
improvement on the present system, or have you ever considered the matter 7—That is
an example of the Gothenburg system, and I think it would be an improvement. It is
like that in France in regard to tobacco, as the vendors of tobacco are only agents for
the Government. T believe the effect would he good. The Government would not be
tempted to sell for the purpose of gaining money, but the difficulty would be to find
ofticers who would do their work conscientiously. Probably the Government might get
some good employees, but I am afraid that the majority would abuse their positions.

22881. Do you think such a system would be better than the present one - Well,
T think not, because of the difficulty of operating it propertly.

By Rev. Dr. Mcleod :

21882. I notice, Mr. Recorder, that while the grand total of penal cases before you
in 1890 was 10,928, the number in 1891 was 9,860 ; so that there has been a decrease,
and there were fewer convictions in 1891 than 1890. How do you account for that.
decrease, in view of the fact that the population of the city has increased I—It is hard
to account for it. I certainly see that there is a difference between the two years, and
it is due to a great many causes. During the last few years thé¢ Magistrates and the
police have been a little more vigilant, and we have been pretty exact in the choice of’
those to whom we give licenses. As I have already told you, a great number of them
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are unworthy to have that trade in hand, and if there was any possibility to make a
better choice, I would like it. When a man has his trade established, it is a serious
thing to put not only him on the street but his family as well. The police have been
more vigilant these last years than ever. The License Commissioners have heen more
exact with regard to those tu whom they issue licenses, and we have tried to frighten
licensees selling illegally by taking away thefr licenses. We tell them that the next
time they will be condemned and their licenses cut off.

21883. There are, then, more precautions on the part of the innkeepers, and, by
consequence, less crimes and less abuses 2-—T see that there is a great difference between
the two vears, and I think it is largely accounted for by the fact that there are more
societies working very hard in the temperance cause, and 1 have already had occasion
to congratulate them. They have sometimes taken the law in hand and have done
police duty themselves, and T find that they have done very good work. They do not
confine themselves to lodging information, but they take the law in hand and denounce
those who go against the law. ‘When the demands for licenses come up, they make
requisitions against them as much as,possible. It is very hard for them to get signa-
tures to their requisitions, because the friends of the innkeepers are engaged before
them. Tt is hard for them to get an opposition majority, and when they have not a
majority, it is difficult to maintain the opposition. They succeed in some cases in pre-
venting some new places being opened. For my part T have recognized their services,
and T can express myself openly to the Commission ; they have done a very good and
a very difficult work.

21884. It has a good effect I-—Certainly, a very good effect.

21885. You think there is a very great improvement in the city I—Kvidently.
And it comes back to the first opinion I expressed, that the law may be sufficient, al-
though not sufliciently put in operation. If we had sufficient officers and inspectors to
put the law in force, it would have a good effect. The decrease in intemperance is in
part due to the vigilance of the societies. |

By Mr. Clarke :

21886. Which societies I have remarked particularly that the Alliance is doing
a very good work, and its members are making sacrifices in order to carry it out. There
are also temperance societies connected with the churches, which are carrying on a good
work.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

21887. T believe your law requires the signatures of 25 persons in order to obtain
a license !---Yes, for licenses for restaurants, but only three for groceries.

21888, What is the number for hotels?—25 signatures are required for saloons,
restaurants and hotels ; they all require the same.

21889. Do you think it would be better if an applicant for license were required to
have the signatures of a majority of the people in the district where he has his establish-
ment —Evidently so, if we are of opinion that the fewer the number of licensed places
the bLetter. It would perhaps be a good thing to require the signatures of a majority
of the electors residing in the district, because the residents experience most inconvenience
from having drinking places near them.

21890. Doés the law forbid the sale of liquor to minors —Yes, certainly, in groceries,
restaurants and hotels. ' ' )

21891. Do you find that feature of the law generally violated?--I have had many
cases of that kind before me ; but now the dealers generally take another course, they sell
to the parents who send boys or girls to get the liquor. When they are accused of
selling to minors, they say they did not sell to minors but that they sold to so and so,
who sent their children for the liquor. Cases often come before us in which vendors are
accused and convicted of selling liquor to minors.

21892, You think it would be well to separate the sale of liquor entirely from the
sale of groceries !—Evidently, because there is not only that inconvenience that I pointed
out, but the working people who go to the groceries have got an account, and in taking
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a loaf or a pound of butter they will take a bottle of liquor. Tf they have no money
to pay for it, they get credit till the end of the week or month. When they go to the
grocery, the grocer may say, “* Why don’t you take a bottle of whisky,” and if it is
taken, it is put down in the account.

21893. T take it that you believe that the prohibitory provisions of the license law,
such as selling after hours, selling on Sundays, and selling to minors and drunken people,
are quite generally violated !—-They are not so much lately as some years ago.

21894. You think there is an improvement ?—Oh yes, evidently.

21895. But yet there are numerous violations that probably never come under your
attention 1--1 think so. I often hear it said in court that they sell openly at such and
such a place, and when I draw the attention of the police to it, they say no doubt it is
true, but they cannot catch them in the act. They know the police, and when they see
them coming they take care that proof cannot be obtained against them. It is true that
in the cases of restaurants, there is a law which compels them to keep their places
closed ; but in the case of hotels it is very hard to get evidence against them, because
they are allowed to be open on Sunday, and they have a right to give liquor to their
guests at table or in their rooms. It is very hard for the police to distinguish between
voyageurs and boarders who have a right to get liquor, and those who have no right.

21896. Speaking about the hotels, I think you said a little while ago, that if the
law were enforced very strongly against the licensees, and their licenses taken away,
the hotel would have to Be closed? Do you think that if the bar were shut, the hotel
would have to be closed ? Do you think it is not possible to run an hotel without a bar ?
-—It might be possible to run an hotel without a bar, but it would be very difficult to
run one without liquor. It would certainly be an impossibility to keep an hotel with-
out liquor. I believe the profit on the hotel is not sutficient without liquor, and T think
that it is sometimes necessary for strangers who come to an hotel to have a glass of wine
or even a glass of good brandy. I do not see the possibility of keeping an hotel where
strangers visit, without selling liquor. .

21897. Wehad it givenin evidence in one of the Eastern Provinces by a proprietor,
that it was impossible to run a hotel without a bar : and when he was asked if the people
who did not patronize the bar did not pay for what they got, he said that the people
who did not drink had exceptionally good appetites. I do not know whether that applies
to Montreal or this western part of the country or not 2—1I do not know by experience,
but I think that when a man has taken a coup d'appetit he eats twice as much,
and the taking of bitters or a drink before dinner is a leading cause of dyspepsia, because
it increases the appetite and the stomach receives more than it can digest.

21898. Your theory and the theory of the hotel proprietor are opposed, but I am
inelined to agree with you?—Yes, and T think I will be seconded by medical men on
that point.

91899. While we are talking about hotels : you said something about young men
of good families who come to be habitual drunkards, and that their friends had consulted
you concerning them. Have you any reason to know whether those young men did and
do the most of their drinking at hotel bars, or in the lower grade of places, or at home ?
—We cannot call these a lower grade of places. The difference is, that the hotel is
obliged to receive strangers and provide rooms, and remain open every day, including
Sunday ; but the restaurant is a place which is supposed to give meals, although most
of them do not. Under the law a restaurant is obliged to be able to give meals to at
least ten people at a time, but the most of them do not give any meals at all.

21900. It is simply a place for the sale of drink —Yes, for drinking. To answer
your question, I may say that the young men generally begin to be drunkards in the
hotels or restaurants, and not at home. They meet their friends there, and take one
glass or two or three glasses until they get drunk.

21901. I think you said that adulterated liqliors are sold quite generally by licensed
dealers because they have to pay a high license fee. Have you observed whether what
is called good whisky crazes men, or crazes them as quickly or to the same degree as
bad whisky?-—T think not. T think that pure liquor has not that effect. Tt nakes
them rejoice and be exuberant, but bad liquor makes them furious.
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By Mr. Clarke : . :

21902. They become hilarious on good liquor /—Certainly, they try to laugh and
have a good time, but those who drink bad liquor become furious, and they are worse
than any animal because they beat their wives and families, and it is the tendency of
drunken men to insult the Deity.

By Rev. Dr. M¢Leod :

21903. While we are on this branch of the subject, I may ask this question : Have
you noticed in your many years of public and official life, and observation of people and
things generally, whether the class of drunkards is being rapidly or slowly recruited
from the moderate drinkers ; or do the drunkards bloom into drunkenness with any
lengthened process, and the moderate drinkers always remain so ?-—-They become drunk-
ards by degrees, and at a certain time they find it impossible to control themselves.

21904. You said that drunkenness, that is the strong habit of drink, is a sort of
passion and a terrible passion. Do you think it is well to provide places where such people
can get drink 7 There is a large class of people who are habitual drunkards; do you
think it is well to provide facilities for such people to get drink ?—On the contrary I
think it would be the best plan to remove all occasion ; but the only effective way in
my opinion is to incarcerate them in places where they will receive proper medical
treatment.

21905. You have said that people who did not drin® habitually would be less
tempted if there were fewer drinking places ?—Yes.

21906. If you would incarcerate those who have a passion for drink, would you
not also remove the drinking places, so as to prevent the opportunities of drinking ?—1It
is for that reason I say that if prohibition could be enforced, it would be the best thing

ssible. :
ke 21907. You think prohibition could be enforced ?—1I think it is not possible. If
prohibition is a good thing, and if we cannot have prohibition, then the next thing
would be to have the most part of it we can.

21908. Do you think that if prohibition could be well enforced, it would ilo a great
deal of good ?-—Certainly. .

21909. Would you consider prohibition a success although it was not absolutely en-
forced ? Suppose it was enforced in the same degree that the license law or the law against
furious driving is enforced, would it be a success —Well, I think it is possible to have
prohibition in part and in great part, but as to destroying the liquor trade totally, I
doubt very much the possibility of it. I do not say that it would not have a good effect
on the country. If you could have liquor used only as a medicinal remedy, it would be
a good thing.

21910. Do you know of any ward or district in the city or in the vicinity of the
city in which no licenses are issued I—No.

21911. There is Cote St. Antoine.—Perhaps there are no licenses there. Tt isout-
side of the city. If they do not drink there, they come and drink here.

21912. Do you know whether it is not an advantage to that town that the sale of
drink is not carried on there, and that those who want it have to come here or go some-
where else to get it 7—I think it is better.

By Mr. Clarke :

21913. The Cote St. Antoine people go to other places—I do not say that, but I
know a few who come. I am sure that when they come to the city and lunch at the
restaurants, some of them take liquor.

21914. If these people from outside drink in the city, it increases the sale of drink
here —Yes.

By the Chairman :

21915. Have you any personal knowledge of Cote St. Antoine?-~I have no per-
sonal knowledge of it. T know that the people there are of a high class and very
respectable. As T have told you, in all classes of society there are some in the habit of
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drinking, I do not say generally, but we find them in all classes. Drunkennessis not so
evident amongst this class of people, because they have the mean$ to take a cab to go
home, or they get friends to protect them. Even an hotel-keeper, when he sees a friend
drunk, sends him home in a cab or keeps him in a room ; but the poor man sometimes
does not take his meals regularly, and if he takes'a glass of bad whisky, he gets drunk,
and is found on the street and is brought to the police station. :

21916. Do you think that the increase of penalties for drunkenness would have the
effect of lessening the number of offences?—For those who are not in the habit of
drinking, there is always a means to restrain them ; but for those who are drunkards,
Wwe may put them for years in jail, and when the passion comes they will fall again.

21917. Do you think that the. increase of penalties would have no eftect, except it
might be upon beginners?—Yes.

By Rev. Dr. Mcl.eod :

21918. Have'you observed the effect the drink trade has on business interests
generally, outside the interests of the trade itself I—It has the effect that when a man
begins to drink and gets into the habit of drinking, he does not care if he loses his
honour, his reputation and his fortune. It has the effect of ruining a man in his soul
and in his body, and of putting him in an asylum.

21919. Have you observed what effect the liquor trade has upon the people engaged
in it 7—Awful, because they generally become drunkards themselves, and their children
grow up with bad habits, from the fact that they have occasion to see bad example or
hear bad words from the people who frequent their houses.

$91920. You think that the drink trade affects injuriously the people engaged in it !
—Certainly.

21921. Does it have an injurious effect on people who neither engage in the trade
nor drink themselves ?—Well, I do not think so. It does not affect those people who
keep sober.

21922. Do you think that the spending of so much money in liquor injuriously
affects the working classes, inasmuch as they do not have so many comforts and neces-
saries even, as they would have if the money were not expended in liquor +—If you see
a family in a poor condition #nd asking for charity, or to be helped during the winter,
you are sure to discover it is due to the drinking habit of the head of the family.
That, no doubt, forms part of the evil which comes from liquor.

21923. You spoke of the large number of offences which come before you.
Do you keep any kind of record, or have you any means of knowing what percentage of
the offenders are excessive drinkers, what percentage moderate drinkers, and what per-
«centage abstainers }—1I have not a record of it, but the habitual drunkards are, I must
say, comparatively few.

21924, What about the moderate drinkers —They are many.

21925, Are there many total abstainers +—Not many. I may state that the only
way of correcting a drunkard is that he shall drop drinking entirely, and stop even
smelling it. When a man who is in the habit of drinking is sober and takes one drop,
hewill continue taking it ; the only way to keep rid of the habit is not even to smell it.

21926. That is why you think it would be well that liquor were not within his
reach 1—1It is for this reason that I say it is well to incarcerate them in 'an asylum, so
as to prevent them taking it at all.

21927. A witness in the Maritime Provinces was asked if he would favour the
establishment of inebriate asylums which should be supported by the liquor sellers, and
the answer was: I would be in favour of inebriate asylums if you were to put all the
liquor sellers in them #—-As T have already said, I have myself asked the Government
to have inebriate asylums maintained by the Government. :

By Mr. Clarke :

21928. What for %—For drunkards that are really crazy. They are insane and are
not responsible for their actions, and though there are some places we call certificated
bouses, in which a man may be put by his curator if he is interdicted, yet they must
pay their board there, and can only go if they have means. I want to have an asylum—
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call it another name if you wish—a refuge where those who are recognized by the
Superior Court as habitual drunkards, can be put for some time, and be specially treated
at the expense of the Government. Let it be paid for by the inn-keepers if it is possible
to have a special tax levied on them to support that asylum, because they are really the
cause. The first cause of it, however, is the wholesale merchant. We strike very hard
upon the retailer, but if there is a tax on selling liquor, it must comprise the wholesale
trade because it is the first cause.

21929. Would not the manufacturer come before either ?--Yes, certainly.

21930. Have you any experience of the Scott Act ?—I have no experience in this
country. 1 know 1t was put in force in some places, and that thev were obliged to
repeal it.

21931. For what reason —Because it was not possible to be executed, and I believe
it would he the same with prohibition.

21932, Have you any suggestions to make as to amendments to that Aect, which
would enable people to enforce it more efliciently %—No, the only suggestion is that the
authorities should find otficers to put it in force, and that is difticult. TIf liquor is pro-
hibited totally, it will be sold without any license, and it will be more ditficult to enforce
the law then, because it will be harder to find out where they sell illegally.

By the Chairnun :

21933. To what class of the community do the inhabitants of Cote St. Antoine
principally belong %—Generally the high class commercial people.

21934, Are there many mechanics or labouring men in that place *—There may be,
but generally it is inhabited by the richer classes.

21935, Do you think it would be desirable to have an asylum in which to put all
the liquor sellers -—Not at all. ' That is only a joke evidently. As long as the selling
of liquor is permitted by law, it is only the abuse of it that constitutes an offence.

21936. And for those who make an improper use of the liquor itself, and break the
law ©—They are too well off in an asylum, they ought to be in jail.

21937. You expressed the opinion that an asylum for the treatment of habitual
drunkards would be a good thing, but I do not think youintended to convey the impres-
sion that you think it would be desirable to place all the liquor-sellers in an asylum {—
Not at all. 1 must say that there are many respectable persons who sell liquor,
but those who abuse the privilege and break the law should not only be in an asylum
but in prison.

21938, May 1 ask, Mr. Recorder, are you a total abstainer yourself I--No, I take
some wine and beer, but T do not take any strong liquor, except when I go out hunting,
or something like that, or when T feel cold, T then take a good glass of brandy, hus
generally T do not drink any.

(Tronslation.)
By Mr. Gigault:

21939. Have you been in [Italy, Mr. DeMontigny t—Yes, I lived there two years.

21940. What have you noted in Italy concerning drunkenness?—I have noted
that people do not get drunk there. They certainly get a little gay, but not tipsy.

21941. How do you account for that?—By the fact that generally they drink
nothing hut wines. They do not use strong drinks generally, they drink wines. Wine
is plentiful, and a bottle of it costs from two to three cents, and so almost every bodyv
drinks wine. People get gay, but do not get tipsy so as to become wicked as here.

21942, Does the use of wines produce as evil results in Italy as here !—Certainly
not, and in France it is the same thing.

21943. *Are the retailers of liquors licensed there I—1 suppose that everybody can
vetail liquors, probably by paying a tax, but this trade appeared to me as if
unrestrained.

21944, Ave there rvetailers of strong drink %—Yes, the «qua wvife, the ordinary
whisky.
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21945. But the greatest consumption is of wine }—Yes, wine is very plentiful and
quite mild. There is some wine, however, that will enliven a person.

21946. If T have understood rightly, for I have not been here continuously since
the begiuning of your testimony, you would be in favour of a law that would permit
a freer use of beer and wine in our country ¢—Yes. T would like if there were what
we call a half license for the sale of beer and wine.

21947. But such is not the position to-day. Do you not believe that the retailers,
who would be granted such licenses, would break the law and would sell also alcohol 4—
Yes ; so much so that while formerly our law was like that, it has been abrogated.

21948. I can inform you that in the County of Rouville the County Council has
enacted a by-law such as mentioned, and it has been violated —Yes. I know that the
Legislature has abolished it, because it was a source of abuse.

21949, At all events, how would you grant this license, and by what means would
you make it effective —Well, at the outset, to encourage the sale of wine does not mean
only to grant licenses for the sale of wines and beer ; but the importation of wine into
the country can be encouraged, and then the manufacture of wine can be favoured and
encouraged in our own country. Thus, to make the wines manufactured here saleable
without a license, would be a means of favouring the production of wine, and conse-
quently cheap wine. It would also favour its use. It is true that the Government
have cancelled the licenses for the sale of wine and beer only because abuses were com-
mitted. But yet, notwithstanding the abuses, 1 believe it would have been better to
have left the law in force and allowed us to grant licenses for the sale of wine and beer
only, because there are found at all times fifty per cent of retailers who are conscientious,
or at least stand sufficiently in awe of the law so as not to violate it. Moreover, if the
police force was composed of good material, the law might even go such a length as to
forbid wine and beer retailers keeping spirituous liquors in their shops. The law at the
present time forbids any unlicensed trader keeping fermented liquors in his shop,
because to-day the police make search, and if a single bottle is found there, he suffers
arrest, and pays a fine. Well, if this was forbidden to unlicensed dealers, the fear of the
police would cause a great number of the holders of licenses for the sale of wine and -
beer only to abstain from keeping any alcohol at their place of business, if they were
not permitted to retail it.

21950. When the Commission sat in Quebec, some days ago, it was proved that
inn-keepers licensed to keep only a temperance hotel, sold fermented liquors —This
corroborates what I said in the first place, that if the law is properly enforced, it is
effective ; but I believe it is not properly enforced for lack of a sufficient number of
officers to enforce it and exercise a viligant supervision.

21951. But this seems to be the fault everywhere. In New Brunswick, in Prince
Edward Island, in Nova Scotia, in fact the complaint made everywhere is the same :
that the law is not enforced, that the number of officers is not sufficient to carry out
this supervision ¢—Yes, I believe it. _

21952. In France there has been a Commission of inquiry on the sale of liquors,
and the conclusion it came to was that it was necessary to free from taxation all mild
beverages, as wines, and to place a high tax on alcohol. Do you think that would be
the best system —Let the preventive measures come through that channel or another, -
the more there are adopted the better. In France I observe that since the vines
!la,ve become diseased, the statistics show increased crime, and in all countries where wine
is no longer used, the use of alcohol increases.

21953, This morning, Judge Dugas expressed the opinion that he would like to
see such heavy taxes imposed that alcohol would not be sold for less than fifty cents a
glass ; and if possible, exempt wine and beer from all duties. Are you of the same opin-
lon I—Well, that would operate as a check on drinking, but I know not whether this
would have the desired effect as regards drunkards. When a drunkard is unable to obtain
liquor he will drink anything he can lay his hands upon. I have seen some take pain-

iller and also shellac, which is a preparation used by painters. Another man who is
now dead, said: *“If I knew there was arsenic in theliquor, I would take it just the
same.” In fact drunkards kill themselves lgoy a slow process. Well, let there be the
193 - BT
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greatest number of obstacles to the sale of alcohol, I am not opposed to that, but the
consequence will be that innkeepers will prepare deleterious beverages.

21954. You have declared in favour of prohibition. Would you go so far as to say
that you would wish to prohibit the sale of wine and cider —Well, if it were possible, I
believe it would be desirable, but that not being practicable, let us endeavour to use the
one to exclude the other. In my opinion, the best alcoholic liquor is of no merit, except
as a medicine, and it could be adequately replaced by something else. Should you stand
in need of a copious preparation, or of being warmed up, a good glass of cognac or gin in
some cases or even of whisky, might prove beneficial as a medicine, but generally, the
best liqour is of no value even to excite the appitite, because although it quickens it,
alcohol makes people dyspeptic.

21955. Do you believe the number of licenses for the city of Montreal is excessive !
—1TI believe so.

21956. Do you believe it would be wise to limit the number of licenses by taking
as a basis the population?—That would set us License Commissioners at ease, because
to-day when we refuse a man a license, he reiterates his demand, supported by several
others stronger than himself, the member of Parliament, the member of the Legislature,
the alderman, the merchant of his ward, and all these influences are set at work. They
bewail the applicant’s misfortune ; he is going to be left in utter poverty, he has a wife
and children. Now if the Legislature limited the number of licenses, then we could say :
There are sufficient : do not press us any longer.

21957. Do you think it would be better to increase the license fees %—This could
not be determined, it is an obstacle, and the greater number of obstacles we can set to
the sale of liquors the better.

21958. Have you ever visited the North-west ?—No.

21959. Have you been to the State of Maine ?—No.

21960. Have you been to the United States?—Yes; I have visited the United
States.

21961. Have you visited any State where prohibitory laws were in force i—I do
not think so, because every where we had as much liquor as we wanted

His Honour the Recorder handed in the following letter :—

Bureau pu RECORDER, MONTREAL, 11th September, 1892.
To His Honour .
Sir Josepu Hicksox,
Chairman of the Royal Commission on the Liquor Traffic.

Sir :—In answer to your question regarding the decrease in the number of cases before the
Recorder’s Court, I attributed this decrease in my testimony partly to the efforts of societies, which
accomplish an earnest and effective work, and T then mentioned the Dominion Alliance, as one of
those societies. In justice to others I must say that there existsin town another society who do good
work, called Citizen’s League. In several parishes of the city exist temperance societies whose mem-
bers promise not to take any liquor at all.

The League of the Sacred Heart, a society having a membership of several thousand, obliges its
members not to take liquor in a saloon, restaurant or hotel.

Besides in all Catholic and Protestant churches energetic means are taken to put a check to the’
advance of this scourge, and the great zeal shown, in the interest of the cause of temperance by the
clergy of all denominations, mnust have a considerable effect on the decrease of criminality due in a
great measure to the abuse of intoxicants.

Humbly submitted,
B. A. T. DEMONTIGNY,
Recorder of the City of Montreal.

The Commission adjourned.

Hon. Bensamin A. T, DEMoxTIGNY.
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MONTREAL, September 12th, 1892.
The Royal Commission met here this day, Sir JosepH Hickson, Chairman, presiding.

Present :

JupgE McDoONALD. REev. Dr. McLeobp!
Me. E. F. CLARKE. Mgr. G. A. GIGAULT.

" Hox. JAMES McSHANE, Mayor of Montréal, on being duly sworn, deposed as
ollows :—

By the Chairman :

21962, How long have you been Mayor of the City of Montreal m—Going on two
JYears. .

21963. And before that you were a member of the City Council—For 20 years,
and 14 years a member of the Legislature, and for nearly 2 years a member of Mr.

ercier’s Cabinet.

21964. You were Minister of Public Works and Railways %—Yes, Minister of Pub-
lic Works and Railways.

A 21965. As Mayor of the City, you are not required to take active part in the admin-
istration of justice, I think —No, but I sometimes have to ask for clemency for the
People.

21966. You do not sit as a Magistrate I—No.

21967. But you are a Magistrate for the District -—Yes, I have been a Magistfate
for the District of Montreal for 28 years.

21968. From your observation and experience, has intemperance increased or de-
creased in the city within the last 10 years?—Well, I must say that it has increased ;
but taking our population in the city of Montreal with the surrounding municipalities,
<omprising about a quarter of a million of people, I do not believe that there is any city
with its population, mixed as it is, in which people are so sober and so good as are
the people of the city of Montreal, that is with reference to liquor allowed to be sold
as it is.

21969. Do you think the percentage of intemperance has increased, taking into
account the increased population —I would say that it has in a measure.

21970. You think there is a greater percentage of intemperance now than there was
10 years ago?—I do.

21971. In the ¢ity —Yes.

21972. With regard to crime, has it increased or decreased to your knowledge 1—I
Tust say that recently, within the last year, whether it is owing to the enormous crowds
Who go to Sohmer Park or not, I consider that fewer people appeared before the Recorder.
I think it is owing in a large degree to working people going on Sunday evenings and in
the afternoon to Sohmer Park, where they enjoy themselves.

21973. Are we to understand that, in your opinion, crime has decreased —I believe
80. If you will allow me, I will say this. If there was a law passed by the Legislature to
Prevent the adulteration of liquor, which s carried on to an alarming extent in our city,
I think less drunkenness would be seenin Montreal. The adulterated liquor that people
drink is poison.

21974. Do you think the present system of issuing licenses is an efficient way of
regulating the liquor traffic?%—Well, it is almost impossible to grant fewer licenses,
and for this reason, every Government that is in power wants all the money
1t can get, and the influences that are brought to bear in cases of men or women who
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do not get their license make it hard for the Commissioners to refuse applications.
These are facts I have been cognizant of for many and many a day.

21975. It has been given in evidence by the Hon. Judge Dugas, and I think also
by the Recorder of the city, that it would be an improvement if the Legislature took
away from them altogether any option, and simply provided that their duty should be
so and so with regard to refusing licenses. Do you consider that would be an improve-
ment —1I do.

21976. But as a system, do you consider the present licensing law efficient —1 be-
lieve that the three men who award the licenses, Judge Desnoyers, Judge Dugas and
Recorder DeMontigny, are three gentlemen who give their time and attention to it, and
do what they thidk to be right. However, as I stated before, there are influences that
human nature cannot well stand, brought to bear in order to have licenses awarded.
When the licenses are refused, even members of the Government bring influences to
bear upon them, and say to the Commissioners: “I want this gentleman, or this man or
this woman to get a license.” .

21977. What is the existing regulation with regard to the granting of licenses?
Must the applicant for a license present a petition #—Yes ; signed by twenty-five resi-
dent electors in his district. -

21978. Is that the polling district %—Yes. ’

21979. And that goes before the Commissioners, who determine upon his applica-
tion $—Yes. :

21980. What is the duty of the Commissioners in case a majority of the inhabitants
of the district present a petition against granting the license —Their duty is simply to
refuse the license, that is, if there is a resident majority of the people in that district
who sign against granting such a license, their duty is not to grant the license.

21981. Is it a petition of the majority of the householders, or what is the designa-
tion 7—1I believe that it includes both tenants and proprietors who are residents of the
district and who have the power to sign.

21982. From your observation, Mr. Mayor, are the license laws efficiently enforced
in the city 7—Recently they have been pretty well enforced, fairly well, because I have
seen that the Commissioners have taken away the licenses of some persons who came up
before them two or three times for breaking the law.

21983. They took away the licenses of those who broke the law I—Yes ; they lost
their money and their license also.

21984. But with regard to selling out of hours, and offences of that kind %—1I think
those who sell liquor are more particular not to sell on Sunday than they used to be.

21985. Has it come within your observation that there is any illicit sale of liquor
in the city as well in places where they have licenses as in places without licenses +—
Yes. : '

21986. Are there many places without licenses which sell liquor ~—I cannot say ;
but I know that there are some.

21987. There are some such places in the city —There are some and there will al-
ways be too. They not only sell liquor, but they violate the other laws of the city ; for
instance, grocers sell meat, when they have no right to do so. It would take an im-
mense body of policemen to watch and find out everything that goes on. Itis not alone
in the city of Montreal, but I believe in other cities also.

21988. All vendors have to take out licenses under the city by-laws?—Certainly.

21989. All shopkeepers —The man who keeps a meat market has to take out a
license. We have reduced that license fee from $200.00 to $100.00, because a great
many sold and did not say anything, and it is impossible to enforce the law unless you
have an immense body of men to watch them.

21990. Your view is that the law in regard to persons taking out licenses to sell
whether storekeepers or liquor sellers is not strictly observed +—1It is impossible for the
present staff to enforce the law.

21991. I understood that to be your opinion ?—Those are the facts.

21992. You referred in a previous answer to the adulteration of liquors which are
sold. Do you think that that takes place extensively in the city of Montreal —1I do.

HonN. James McSHANE. 6
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21993. And by those who are licensed to sell as well as by the illicit dealers in
liquors 7—There are a number of people who are not licensed, who adulterate liquor.

21994. There are none of them licensed to adulterate liquor, but a man may be
licensed to sell and still adulterate liquor +—If there is a law to stop the adulteration of
lquor, it is never enforced in the city of Montreal. ,

21995. Is there any inspection, to your knowledge %—There is a supposed inspection.
You go into the saloons and you ask for a glass of brandy, and they give it to you out
of a bottle labelled “brandy,”, which is only whisky and bad whisky at that, and a
drink of that will sicken a man and almost poison him.

21996. Are you speaking of licensed places +—Yes.

21997. You think there is just as much adulterated liquor vended out of licensed
establishments as out of those which have no licenses 7—There are a very large num-
ber of respectable people who do not sell anything but the very best of liquor, but
others do not sell good liquor, whether they adulterate it themselves or buy it from
those who do so is not to my knowledge.

21998. Under the present license system, I understand that the citizens of Montreal
have not the same power as the citizens of country districts to put in force the prohibitory
clauses of the license law 9—What would be the use of that? .

21999. Am I right in the conclusion that that power does not exist in the citizens?
—Yes. I said in the beginning that I did not believe there is any city anywhere with
as large a population as Montreal has, where the people are so sober, quiet, decent and
respectable. Talking about liquor laws ; last summer when I was in Portland, where
they pretend to carry out the Maine liquor law, I saw more drunkenness than ever I saw
in Montreal. : 4

22000. I think you hardly comprehend my question. There are a number
of parishes or districts in the Province of Quebec where the people themselves vote that
no licenses shall be issued within the boundaries of their municipality. I understand
that the citizens of Montreal have not that right %—1In the country places, like any place
else, politicians bring influence to bear on the voters. If they take the side of pro-
hibition or liquor, politics are at the bottom.

22001. You are speaking of the number, but I wanted to get at the fact. Do you
understand that the citizens of Montreal have no power under the law to vote prohibi-
tion —No ; such a measure has never been introduced here, and I do not believe that
prohibition would carry in the city of Montreal.

22002. The citizens have no right to enforce it in the polling or other districts 7—No.

22003. The only method the citizens have of influencing the issue of licenses is by a
majority objecting to the applicant having a license 7—Yes.

22004. From what you have said I conclude that you do not think it would be an
improvement if they had that power ; still, I may ask you the question. Do you think
it would be better if, in the polling districts of Montreal, the citizens had the right, by
a certain majority, to prevent the issue of licenses?—Well, it might work, perhaps, in
certain districts where the people are entirely opposed to drinking liquor or the sale of
liquor ; but taking the whole city of Montreal, it would not carry at all, because the
influences are against it.

22005. But I am asking the question with regard to the possible advantage of it ;
whether the people would avail themselves of it is another thing %—Even if they did, if
they carried prohibition, the people would drink all the same. You cannot stop them ;
if you sell it, they will drink it.

By Mr. Clarke :

22006. Where would they get it 7—As long as you allow brewers to distill and make
beer and whisky, they will find it. I have seen in Portland large coal oil cans supposed
to contain coal oil when it was whisky, and bad whisky at that. I saw it with my own
eyes. That is a place where they pretend to be working to enforce the Maine liquor law.

By the Chairman :

22007. Is there any special reason which occurs to you why the districts of the city
should not have the same privileges as districts in the country, to vote against the issue
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of licenses 7—1I do not think that any politician who stood on the platform of introducing
that system in the city, would find it a popular measure. The most part of the people
who are inclined to be respectable and decent, like their liberties, and if they want to
drink, like to get it. |

22008. At one time, I think, the issue of licenses in the city was controlled by a
committee of the Council ”—Yes, and we were very glad to get it out of our hands and
give it to the Judges. I think ex-Mayor Clarke, of Toronto, has more experience on that
matter. -

22009. How long is it since that system was in force in the city I—It is more than
twenty years ago.

22010. You have a recollection of the state of things prior to that?—Oh, yes; o
very warm recollection.

22011. Do you think that the present system is a preferable one to that ?—I do.

922012. Now, with regard to the general question. You have told us your opinion
about the license laws. Do you think it would be in the interest of the suppression of
intemperance, and that it would be an advantage, if we had entire prohibition of the
traffic by Dominion legislation, by which I mean a law that would prohibit the importa-
tion, the manufacture and sale of liquor altogether -—Well, T do not think that will ever
be done ; and as to the result, I domot know. I think that our priests and our ministers
here in the city of Montreal are endeavouring, from the pulpit and at the altar, to do
everything in their power to suppress intemperance. I know that the Catholic priests
are strongly working for that, and a great number of them are ardent, and are work-
ing night and day with the object in view of curtailing drinking.

22013. Do you think such a law desirable ?—I do not think so, because it would
never be worked.

22014. Have you any special reasons to express to the Commissioners why you
entertain that opinion?—I have none, only that it has never worked in any country
that I know of. )

By Judge McDonald :

22015. Mr. Mayor, you have stated that in the rural districts influential politicians
act so that if the people are for prohibition they are for prohibition, and if for liquor
they are for liquor %—That is my opinion. N

22016. We were told in Quebec that in many of these rural sections the influence
of the clergy has a very strong effect with the Council of the municipality in inducing
them to pass prohibitory laws #—1I do not think it. There are perhaps reasons for men
being prohibitionists ; sometimes they are men who used to drink very hard themselves,
and if they drank any more they would get drunk and degrade themselves. These men
sometimes act a little too stringently in the matter when they appear upon the plat-
form, and caution other people who like a little liberty, and of course the excitement on
the question becomes intense in that way. )

22017. Tt is not really party politics. It is temperance politics —It is a good
deal that way. There is a good deal of party politics in that way.

22018. But is it not often the case, Mr. Mayor, that in the rural districts the
temperance men make a strong effort to elect Councillors who will make a strong effort
against issuing licenses—They succeed only where the masses of the people are in
favour of prohibition. I know a great many people who preach temperance, and yet
drink more than anybody else. I know a great many who preach temperance, and 1
have seen them drunk nearly every day.

22019. You have spoken, and I have not the slightest doubt you have spoken
correctly as to the considerable amount of adulteration of liquor that goes on. Do you
find that the drinking of this stuff has the effect of producing, not only drunkenness,
but a species of insanity %—Yes, a species of insanity. Men become wild after taking
such liquor. It is poison. ‘

22020. T had the privilege of reading since I came to the city two sermons or
addresses. These were delivered on the occasion of the Father Mathew anniversary @
year ago, by Father McCallen, one of the clergy of your church, and admirable
addresses they are. Have you read them !—Yes,

‘Hon. JaMes McSHANE.
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22021. Perhaps you heard them —Yes.

22022. This clergyman deals with several of the difficulties that arise in question.
The adulteration of liquor is one of them. I am going to ask you about total
abstinence. Would you agree as to the benefit of it if a man chooses to be a total
abstainer +—Yes, it depends on the individual.

22023. He says: “Though total abstinence is an infallible remedy against intem-
perance, it does not follow that total abstainers are the only temperate men in the
world. Well-meaning temperance advocates have maintained that the use and sale of
intoxicating liquors are in themselves sinful. Neither proposition can be defended by
scripture nor by reason.” Do you agree in his opinion as to that ?—1I do.

22024. Then he says: ‘It is the abuse, not the use of any of God’s gifts which
constitutes sin.” Do you agree in that 7—Yes.

22025. He says: “The efforts of temperance men are, therefore, to be directed to
the elimination of the abuse of liquor selling and liquor buying as practised in the city
of Montreal.” One of the things he refers to, and I wish to ask you about this, as you
occupy a representative position, and having had long experience in dealing with the
people you ought to be an authority, is this: He says: ‘ Our legislators, if they are
true to the best interests of their constituents, not only have the right, but are in duty
bound to protect us from the adulterated beverages which are manufactured and sold
under the name of liquor in the various groceries and saloons of the city. Much evil
arising from the use of intoxicating drink can be traced to the ingredients which enter
50 largely into the adulterated liquors sold to our people.” Do you agree in that?—
That is a solid fact.

22026. Now, see if this clergyman’s conclusions are correct : “ How rapidly is not
the brain affected, the body diseased, the health shattered, and an irresistible craving
created in those who indulge frequently in drink.” Do you believe in that —True.

22027. Another thing he speaks of is separating the sale of liquors from the sale of
groceries. 'What is your opinion as to that%—Well, we have had that question before
us from time to time. We have had it in the Legislature, and we have had deputation
after deputation before us. Some of the people who come as a deputation have places of
their own rented where liquor is sold, and people who know that say: ¢ What
hypocrisy.” There are a great number of gentlemen that I have seen coming to Quebec,
who I know had houses rented for saloons, had houses rented and were receiving large
rents from hotel-keepers and tavern-keépers, and saloon and restaurant keepers. If
these men were honest, why should they rent their places at all to any person for that
purpose ?

I'p32028. That is hardly an answer to my question, and I quite agree with you these
are difficulties of that kind. Here is the point the clergyman takes, and I use 1t in ques-
tioning you. He says: “ Experience having taught that the liquor trade, combined
with the grocery, offers such facilities to wives, mothers, sisters and daughters to procure
intoxicating drink, which so often drags them from the high plane on which man’s love
and veneration have placed them.” He also says that a great many women get liquor
in groceries who would never go to saloons {—They do.

22029. The abuse is presented as a reason why this separation should be made ?—Yes.

22030. Are you aware this separation is made in the Province of Ontario?—I am
aware, but do not think it is carried out.

22031. I hope it is.—Well, I know it is not strictly carried out in Ontario.

22032. At all events it is intended to be. Do you think if such a law could be
passed and carried out, it would be a good one 4—Most undoubtedly it would.

22033. You would be in favour of such a law I would be inclined to favour it,
but I would not ask for it, nor would I interfere in any way with the rights of the people.

22034. Another thing which this clergyman refers to as one of the great difficulties
is the breach of the Sunday law. Do you think it is broken much in the city —Not so
much as formerly. ;

22035. You spoke of some licenses having been taken away?—Yes. At one time
liquor was sold in nearly every place on Sunday by getting into the premises by back
doors and lanes.
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22036. This clergyman suggests that as fines fail to check the evil, there should be

.imprisonment and cancellation of the license after the third offence 7—That is being done

now.

22037. Do you approve of that +—1I do.

22038. Another thing which this clergyman refers to is the selling of liquor to
minors -—Well, I do not think there is any man in the city of Montreal who has a
licensed place, and who would intentionally or willingly sell liquor to any boy or girl. I
do not believe it. ' i

22039. Do you believe that such a law, however, could be thoroughly enforced —
Yes, that law was enforced, and boys were dressed up as men and sent in to catch peo-
ple, but I do not believe that any one in the city in the business wants to sell liquor to
minors.

22040. Who would do such a thing as to send persons to mislead the liquor sellers ?
—It was proven in court.

22041. Was it done with the object of getting people convicted +—Yes. It was
proven in court.

22042. That deceit was practised on the dealers ?—Yes.

22043. This clergyman seems to think, however, that there was a great deal of
liquor sold to drunkards. He says: ¢ Are there ten liquor dealers in this city who never
sold liquor to well-known drunkards. If there are, let us have their names,” and so on.
~—From what I know of the people of Montreal I think that their respect for youth is
such that they would not sell to minors. The children learn evil ways soon enough, and
T do not think the people are vile enough to give them drink.

22044. T judge from your answer that such sales should be condemned?—Most
undoubtedly.

22045, This clergyman also deals with the diminution of the number of saloons, and
advocates that —The Mercier Government raised the tax double on saloon keepers, in-
tending that the number should be reduced.

22046. What was the result -—The number has increased, and it has increased
again this year.

22047. Do you think yourself that a law should be passed diminishing the number
of places where liquor is sold %—Yes, I do.

22048. Do you favour what is called a high license system +—Yes, I do, in order to
bring the most respectable class of people into the business. When the law recog-
nizes them, they should be protected.

22049. It seems to me there was a witness before us on Friday who intimated that
high license leads to a poorer class of liquors being sold =—There is a great deal of truth
in that. If the license is high, a man, in order to make money, will sell as cheap liquor
as he can. A man pays $300 or $400 for a place in any decent locality in the city of
Montreal in which to carry on business. His license is $400, his business and other taxes
come to over $1,000, and it is almost impossible for that man to keep good liquor, there
is such competition in the business. You cannot get a good small glass of brandy any-
where less than fifteen cents; but still they will sell you brandy, some of them, for ten

.cents. It is neither brandy, nor whisky, nor gin. I believe that the more expense you

put on the saloons, the greater the encouragement to sell bad liquor. There are certain
persons who go into the business who should not be allowed into it at all.

22050. T understand you favour a rigid system of inspection of liquor I—1I certainly
do. :

22051. And a rigid inspection into the character of those to whom licenses are

given to see that they are respectable men ¢—That is done by our three Magistrates.

22052. Now, you favour it as a system —Yes. Our three License Commissioners
have experience on the Bench : they know nearly everybody in the city of Montreal, and

-they seldom give a license to anybody who, to their knowledge, is not respectable. If

they do, they are deceived.

22053. You favour a rigid inspection of the character of the applicants to whom a
license is given and diminution of the number of licenses granted, and a rigid enforce-
ment of the law preventing sale to minors. With some doubt as to the ability to enforce

Hox. JamMes McSHANE, :
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it, you favour the suppression of the sale of liquors in grocery stores I—In a measure I
do, but I do not think it would do a great deal of good in our city ; I may be wrong,
however. There are a great many respectable grocers who keep the law.

22054. And I suppose you would prevent the sale in groceries in any but unbroken
packages !—That could be done ; that law is in force now, but it is impossible to watch
them. No grocer is allowed to sell any liquor now, except by the pint. For instance,
you take places that are breaking the law. In order to show what feeling some people
have against becoming informers, I may say that when Mr. Mercier was in power, we
tried to get ten men to become Provincial policemen and spies and informers, and I could
not get one old countryman to accept the position. As representing the Irish people of
the city of Montreal, I had the right to appoint two of the men, and I could not get one ;
they would not take it on any account, and even the Canadians that took the position
were not much in favour of it. There is a feeling here against ififormers and spies which
it is impossible to get over, and so it is impossible to have a law of that kind carried out
in our city. They are manly and liberty-loving people here.

‘ 22055. Mr. Mayor, you have spoken to His Honour the Chairman in regard to the
effects of general prohibition, and you think that although such a measure might be
passed, it would be impossible to carry it out. I wish to ask you a question or two in
regard to it. In the first place, the principle of prohibition might be carried by the
people of the whole country and every section of the country?—That could not be
carried in Montreal. )

22056. Even if carried, you do not think such a law could be enforced 7—It could
not be enforced.

22057. Take a case of this kind. Suppose that either by a plebiscite or otherwise,
the opinion of the people of the Dominion as a whole on this question was obtained, and
you found that in the Maritime Provinces they were ten to one in favour of general
prohibition, Quebec against it, Ontario a balance of opinion or almost so for and against,
in Manitoba a large majority in its favour, and in British Columbia ten to one against
it, do you think that in those sections of the country in which there was a heavy vote
against prohibition there would be even greater difficulty in enforcing it than if the whole
of the country were pretty evenly divided —You would require a great staff of police-
men to enforce it. Do you suppose the country would be able to pay for that?

22058. Do you think that there would be greater difficulty in the sections of the
country where the trend of public opinion was against prohibition, than in other portions
where public opinion was in favour of it 7—1I think it would be almost equally difficult
to carry it out in all portions of the country.

22059. You think that in the provinces, even where there was a majority in its
favour, it would require an immense force to enforce it?—I do. It would be very
difficult to prevent the people getting liquor.

22060. What would be the means of getting liquor if it was absolutely prohibited ?
—1 may tell you that I saw men last summer, and the summer befdre at Old Orchard
Beach doing many things down there : they could teach a philosopher as to the means
of getting liquor to drink. In every place down there you found it ; they presume that
they enforce the law there, but they do not. They think it the purest country in the
world, and the people as a rule are down on the liquor traffic; but all the same, the
liquor is got and drunk there, and wherever they get it, I do not know.

22061. You think the same would result in this country asin Maine —Yes. I
say that you could get drink anywhere you wanted it in Maine.

22062. As you are not in favour of a prohibitory law, because it could not be
enforced, you say, perhaps I may ask you if you are not opposed to it on principle I—I
believe that a man who wants a drink should have a right to get it. We have lots of
temperance societies in our church, and our priests are doing everything to restrict it,
either in its entirety or to promote temperance. There are men in these societies who

.formerly used to drink very hard, but since they joined the societies they drink no
more.

22063. You are opposed on principle to prohibition, and also you think that, if
passed, it could not be effectually enforced without a tremendous staff of officers. I ask
you this question as a public man of experience: suppose a prohibitory law were
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passed and a staff of officers were appointed, do you think that they should be
appointed by the municipal or provincial authority *—I have seen officers appointed
even lately in our own city, and the men who were appointed were found drunk
immediately.

22064. The officers themselves 7—Yes, the very men who were appointed to spy,

and to see that the people kept the law, were drunk themselves; and you will find that
everywhere.

By the Chatrman :
22065. Whose officers were they —The Government officers and civic officers.
By Judge McDonald :

22066. I asked you, if such officers were appointed, by what authority you
think they should be appointed ?—That would be a question for the different parts of
the Dominion to decide. In some places the civic administration is carried out very
well, and in other places it does not take. For instance, in the city of Montreal it
would be far better for the Provincial Government to assume that responsibility.

22067. You would have each province look after the enforcement of the law by its
own officers, as it does in regard to other laws ?—Most undoubtedly.

22068. Now, the passing of such a law as His Honour the Chairman spoke of, that
is the prohibition of the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors, would
have the eftect of taking away from the Federal Government, I think, an income of
seven million dollars a year, besides the amount that would be taken away from the
Provincial and municipal treasuries ; and the payment of this body of officers, of whom
you speak, would make an additional charge upon the revenue of the country. How
would you propose that should be met #—They would have to leave the beer and light
wines upon which to levy duties.

22069. But such a measure as the Chairman spoke of refers to all classes of liquors ?
—Under Confederation the different duties of the provinces and the Dominion were
stipulated, and I do not know how this would affect the terms of Confederation. You
would, I think, have to make new laws to meet it.

22070. Under the plan you speak of, if the provinces appointed the officers, the
province would have to pay for them, and the revenue from licenses, which I think is
some $600,000 in this province, would be wiped out. Would it lead to direct taxation,
or how would you provide for the payment of these men: the province cannot put a
duty on teas or sugars 1—1I think the only right way then would be to put direct tax-
ation on the people ; but we are taxed heavily enough now.

22071. If the benefits that would be hoped for from this legislation by those who
put it forward could be obtained, do you suppose such benefits would be worth paying
for 7—They would be; that is, if there was a way devised by which nobody would ever
get drink, it would be the greatest benefit to humanity that could be obtained:

22072. But you do not think that happy result would follow %—I do not.

22073. Butif that result could follow, it would be worth direct taxation —1It would
be worth it, but the result does not follow in any country, and it will not follow here.

22074. Then this proposed change would lead to the breweries and distilleries being
abolished. Do you think that if that were done, the owners of those properties should
be compensated 7—Most undoubtedly ; but the Government will never buy out the
breweries, the people would not be in favour of that.

22075. Suppose prohibition were carried, do you think that one of the clauses that

ghould accompany it would be a provision for the compensation of these men —Most
undoubtedly. '

By the Chairman :
22076. You think that would be just ?—Certainly, for you intend fair prohibition ;

it will never be carried in this country.

22076a. What we are specially anxious to obtain are the facts in regard to the traffic,
and the opinions of experienced persons who can judge things as they are in their own
Hox. JaMEs McSBANE.
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localities, and from their own experience. This is one of the objects in asking men in
your position the questions we do. Have you any suggestion to make for improvement
of the license laws -—None whatever. You will meet a great many people, I suppose,
here in the city of Montreal, who will give you different opinions. I have not followed
what you have done in the city up to the present, but I speak for the city of Montreal.
I think, as I have said before, that Montreal is a city that is quite sober and
respectable.

22077. Do you think it would be any more so under a prohibitory law 1—1Tt could
not.

22078. Do you think it would be less so It would be less so, because if people
were deprived of their liberty, they would drink more.

22079. In your own opinion, the effect of a prohibitory law, so far as Montreal is
concerned, so far from being beneficial, would be hurtful %I do not think it would do
any good.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22080. You said, I think, that the license law has been better observed in the city
recently 7—1I believe so.

22081. To what do you attribute that better observance !—Well, the caution given
by the Commissioners, who give out the licenses, to the restaurant keepers, and tavern
keepers, and saloon keepers, When they come and get their licenses, they are told that
they had better be careful, that the second time they commit an offence they will be
more heavily fined, and the third offence will be followed ,by cancellation of license. I
believe the Commissioners have taken away twenty licenses this year.

22082. That is carrying out the law 1—Yes, strict and straight.

22083. That is the officers are carrying out the law better than they did +—They
always tried to carry out the law, but there are influences brought to bear. Men have
their friends in court, and they can sell every Sunday and every night. I may say that
recently I have warned hundreds of people who come to me that if they cannot earn
their living by doing an honest business and keeping the law, they should give it up.
People come and claim the same rights in business as the Windsor Hotel and St. Law-
rence Hall.

22084. Is there any distinction between these places ?—I do not think any of these
places sell except to their guests. :

22085. You spoke of certain causes that interfere between the violators and the
enforcement of the law. What do you mean by that %—The strictness of the Commis-
sioners lately has made the law breakers afraid, and they are conforming to the law
pretty well in Montreal.

22086. I presume it is fair to assume that the better enforcement of the law is attri-
butable largely to the warnings that are given by the Commissioners +—Yes, and besides.
those of all of the Aldermen and representative men here who have to get these
people out of trouble. They tell them that they must not come to them in court, and
that their license will be broken if they do not keep the law.

22087. That is a very gratifying state of things. Can you tell us what has caused
the Aldermen to take this different position from what they did before It is very hard
for an Alderman of the city of Montreal, when the circumstances and facts of the case
are brought to bear upon him, to refuse. Twenty men come to you, and ask you to do
something for these poor people ; it will be the last time they will commit an offence.
Human nature cannot stand the appeal made ; nor can any man in public life, who wants.
to be elected. Owing to the recent action of the Commissioners in laying down strict
rules, there is very little liquor being sold on Sunday, except in places like the Hall and
the Windsor, which sell to their guests.-

22088. The Aldermen at one time were solicited and entreated to interfere on
behalf of the violators of the law }—They did not interfere. They asked the Judges to
let off the offenders, that is, not to give them power to sell liquor on Sunday, but to let
them off on that special occasion for violating the law.

' 22089. That was the condition of things?—1Tt is the condition everywhere, and not.
alone in the city of Montreal.
203



Liquor Traffic—Quebec.

22090. You say that now the Aldermen do not do that so much, and that they
warn these men : why do they do that now? It is said it is because there is a stronger
feeling among the people generally in favour of the enforcement of the law 7—Yes,
in favour of people closing their places on Sunday. There was always a strong feeling
among the people here in favour of that, and it is growing stronger every day.

22091. To what do you attribute that growing strength 7—To a desire among the
people to do what is right.

22092. Is it because of the influence of the priests and ministers %—Yes, that is
having a great effect.

Tue MAYOR.—Were you not in our city yesterday, Sunday !

REv. Dr. MCLEOD.—Yes.

Tae MAYOR.—Have you ever been in a quieter city on Sunday ?

Rev. Dr.-McLEOD.—1t is very quiet.

22093. Do you know whether there have been any cases in which the majority of
the people in a district petitioned against the granting of a certain license 7—1I know of
one man who was prosecuted a great deal, a man by the name of Kearney. That man
is one of the most respectable citizens of Montreal, and he has observed the law. That
man has been eight or ten years in his place of business, and he had as much right to
be there as the Windsor Hotel. I have heard of the matter you refer to, and I think
the Judges have always acted pretty fairly to both parties; but there was a terrible
attempt made against that man, and I do not believe in that.

22094. The law provides, 1 understand, that if the majority of the electors in the
district petition against the granting of a license, the Commissioners must refuse that
license ?—They must, and they have done it.

22095. I want to know whether people take advantage in any case of that right
which the law gives them !—I know of some people who because some of their relatives
drink liquor, petition against places and almost go wild. It is not the fault of a man
who keeps a respectable place that these people drink ; these men go there themselves.
As far as I know, the carrying out of the law in Montreal by the Commissioners has
been an effort to do what is right and correct. If the majority of the people in a poll-
ing district signed against the granting of licenses, to my mind the Commissioners
always conformed to the law.

By the Chairman :
22096. Do you know of any case, or if more than one, how many, in which the
majority of the people resident in a district have petitioned against the granting of a
license --—I know of none.

22097. You mentioned one -—That is what I heard through the press. I saw it
in the Montreal Witness and Star, but I never knew whether it was a fact.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22098. Was that a case in which the people exercised the right which the law gives
them, to secure a majority of voters to protest against a license being granted ¢—That
case to which I have referred was one, and the people on both sides worked very hard.

22099. Did they succeed in preventing the license being issued —No, they never
succeeded.

22100. They did not get a majority *—Not to my knowledge.

22101. There has evidently been no case in which they have succeeded '—Not that
I know of. T do not think that the Commissioners would do anything wrong,

22102. I want to know whether the people have taken advantage of this right
which they have, or not 7—Some of the people have gone a little too far. In petitioning
against this license, they were too earnest. When a man pays his taxes and conforms
to the law of the land and keeps a respectable place, and never has been brought up for
selling liquor after hours on Sunday, I do not think that man should be annoyed con-
tinuously. I do not think it is fair.

22103, The law requires that 25 people sign a petition or an application for a
license. Do you believe that it would be an advantage if the law required that the appli-

Hox. James McSHANE.
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cant should get a majority of the signatures in his district?—No, I do not think it
would. For instance, you take Beaver Hall. I know to my knowledge that people
have tried to get licenses there, but the people would not sign, I would not sign myself.

22104. Why not 9—Because we do not want them there ; I do not want them there
myself.

d 22105. Why ¢ Because we do not want them.

22106. Is it a purely residential locality ?—Tt is a business and residential locality.
The inhabitants in that locality do not want a license house ; a great many of the people
who would not sign for a license there take as much drink as anybody down town.

22107. Is Beaver Hall near the restaurant kept by the man you spoke of %—Yes,
it is near it: Mr. Kearney has been there for years.

22108. In the country places the Municipal Councils can refuse licenses if the
people require them to do so —Yes.

22109. How is it you do not think it would be well to have the same provision
extended to the cities +—The Aldermen here were glad to get rid of that. They were
plagued to death by people wanting to get licenses,

22110. You said people like liberty. Do not you think they like it in the country
the same as in the city % It depends. In Montreal, Aldermen do not care to have the
great honour of awarding licenses. '

22111. The people of the country by a majority, may, through the municipalities,
refuse to grant licenses. Would it not be fair if the people of a ward or district in
Montreal were permitted to ask that no licenses be granted?—That would be giving
both sides a great deal of trouble. .

22112. Would it not be right for the majority to rule %—You would have to change
the law. I think that twenty-five respectable citizens are enough to ask for the granting-
of a license.

22113. Do not you think that law should apply to cities as well as to rural districts ?
—1TI would not be in favour of changing the law, because it is well considered. For-
merly there were only three names required on the petition.

22114, T understand you said that boys were disguised to entrap liquor sellers?—
Yes.

22115. Was that frequently done. Was it evidence, or was it conjecture —There
were one or two cases came under 1y notice. .

22116. Were the facts brought out in the investigation 9—I do not remember ; I
never followed it up.

22117. It was not conjecture %—No. It was not conjecture, it was a fact.

22118. You said that priests and ministers are doing a great deal to promote temp-
erance, and I think that is correct. Do you believe that the closing of the liquor stores
would help the priests in that good work, that is the closing of all liquor stores %—No, 1
do not think it.

22119. Wel), the closing of any number of them —Some of them might be closed,
and it might do a great deal of good, more especially near churches. .

22120. Do you think liquor stands are a disadvantage near churches)—Well, I
think they should not be there. :

22121. Does it make disorder in the vicinity of the churches, or are they an induce-
ment for people to buy liquor when going to church?%—Well, we have complaints from
priests and ministers about it.

22122. Do you think it is a disadvantage to have them in the vicinity of schools?
—There are a great number who do keep places near churches, who are very respectable
and never violate the law. I have myself been the means of taking away the licenses
of some people who did not deserve to have them. I do not know with regard to liquor
places being near schools.

\ 22123. Do you know what the licenses paid in Montreal amount to%—About
$250,000.

22124, Does the city receive any of it, or does it go into the Provincial treasury +—
The province receives most of it. :

22125. Have you any idea what would be the average sales per day in these
places %—Since the license was raised someé of them have had to close, but there are
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other people making & fortune. One man told me that his profits were $25 a day on the
average the year round, of course there are those who do not sell nearly that quantity.
W77 22126. Would they average $20 a day, gross receipts 1—Yes, I think they would,
including the food sold.

22127. That would be over two millions a year —Yes.

22128. What does the city get -—They get the business tax and assessments.

22129. How much does the business tax realize ¢—Seven and one-half per cent on
the rental ; then of course there is the property and water tax.

22130. How much is charged for granting certificates -—$8.

22131. Those other taxes apply to others as well as to the liquor dealers?—Yes,
they are placed on the premises.

22132. Has the prohibition question any reference to politics%—Yes, the man who
would stand up here and preach prohibition to the masses would not be a safe politician.

22133. You think it is not wise for a politician to advocate prohibition —It might
be in a ward where people are inclined to prohibition, but it is political influence all
over in the country, and I suppose you know it well too.

22134. 1 have been a reader of Montreal papers more or less for a number of years,
and I notice that you have disposed of a good deal of charity, some of it out of your
own pocket. Is the poverty that you have been good enough to relieve, caused in any
degree by drink %—In a good many cases it is ; I am not able to give everything that T
am asked for in money, but I endeavour to lighten their hearts somewhere or be kind to
them when they come to me. I do all I can for the people, and I intend to carry out
that policy.

22135. It is your belief that a large proportion of poverty you have been called
upon to relieve was caused either by the drinking of the people themselves, or of those
on whom they were dependant —Yes, a large proportion of it. It is caused by drunken

- fathers leaving their children in want.
22136. Can you tell the Commission what the State does to support these poor
ople #—We have a number of charitable institutions. .

22137. Does the State make a large grant for that purpose 7—No, with the excep-
tion of relieving them of taxes.

22138. Does it make no grants to support homes for the poor #—The Province does.
It gives grants to a great many institutions.

22139. I have noticed from reading the papers for a number of years, and seeing
frequent references to yourself, that you are particularly the workingman’s friend. Have
you studied his condition with some degree of closeness 7—Yes, a good deal.

22140. Have you noticed whether the liquor trade and the liquor habit affect work-
ing men —Well, since their labour organizations have come into growth, I must say they
have done an immense deal of good, and that the workingmen do not drink as much as
they did formerly. Last year, when they had their picnic on the Exhibition grounds,
they were allowed the liberty of selling ale. This year they themselves and their leaders
came and asked me not on any account to grant leave to gamble or sell liquor on the
grounds.  Of course some people were very anxious that I should give that liberty, and
a great deal of influence was brought to bear on me to do so; but I refused straight.
The Knights of Labour themselves supported me in what I had done, and in fact they even
asked me not to grant any licenses. ,

22141. You think there is a great change for the better in the habits of labouring
men —1I do.

22142. Is there anything in the rules of their society in favour of temperance %—I
do not belong to them, but I think there is. They make straight appeals for temperance.

22143. Why do you think that the societies and those who control them so strenu-
ously object to drinking by the members ?—I suppose they have the experience that it
is injurious to the men.

22144. Speaking of the sale of liquors the year before last on the picnic grounds:
what was the effect of selling liquors on that day #—Well, there was a large body of
people that came there from all parts, and some of them did not act very wisely.

22145. What was the condition when liquor was not sold }—Very orderly and very
respectable.

Hox. JaMES MCSHANE.
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29146. There was a marked difference +——Yes. B

22147. Have you noticed whether the labouring people waste much money in drink ?
—Some do, and will continue to do so.

22148. You think they are doing less of that now ¢—A great deal less.

22149. You attribute that to the influence of the church #—In a great measure to
‘the example and preaching of the church.

22150. Do you believe the best interests of the workmen and their families would
be promoted by total abstinence +—1In a sense it would be far better if no man ever took
a drink, except cold water.

22151. Do you think that abstinence would be helped by closing the drinking
‘shops —1I do not.

22152. Do you not think that the drinking can be prohibited —No. " People would
drink still.

22153. You are opposed to total prohibition I am.

22154. Take opium : would it be well to license the sale of opium —No.

22155. Or gambling, for instance ?—I think gambling should be prohibited.

22156. The sale of obscene literature is prohibited.—That should be wiped out.
Since T have been Mayor, I have stopped all scurrilous papers coming in here. I think
‘most undoubtedly they should be prohibited,

22157. That is done in the interests of morality %—Undoubtedly.

22158. You know men pretty well and have a large experience of them, and no
doubt you know a great many men who drink. Do you know any drinking men who
would be glad if they could not get drink ?—If a man has an appetite for drink, he will
get it.

22159. Do you know whether the abundant facilities for getting drink is an induce-
ment to men with appetites for drink to procure it —I was advising a man the other
.day, and he told me if hell was open to him, he would jump into hell and get a drink.

22160. Is his an extraordinary case -—This man told me that he could not resist
the temptation.

22161. Do you think that that poor fellow would be glad if there were no place to
get drink 7—1I do not know. That man goes around preaching temperance ; he made a
-great speech here on temperance.

22162. Have you observed whether mechanics and labourers lose a large portion of
their time by drinking %—Indeed they do : some poor unfortunates lose a good deal of
time.

22163. Could you say how many days in the month —1It is well known that some
-of our workmen miss Mondays ; whether it is from drink or not, I cannot say. The
-employers complain that sometimes the men keep from work through drink ; I have not
-enough knowledge on that point to give any very definite answer.

22164. Employers do complain —Yes, but whether it is because of drink or licenses,
I am not aware.

22165. You have expressed yourself against prohibition, but said that if prohibition
-could be enforced the effects would be great, although you do mnot think it could be
enforced. I suppose some people do believe in prohibition -—Certainly. There are a
.great many who, if they take a drink would go crazy, and they believe in prohibition.

22166. Do you know where there is any considerable body of people in Montreal
who are really favourable to prohibition, and who are working along the line 7—I believe
there may be, and many of them act with good intentions ; but the great body of them
-are men who formerly drank liquor and could not restrain themselves, and they are now
very strong on that point.

22167. There are some men who do not drink at all and never did 7—Yes.

_ 22168. And they think that prohibition may be a good thing, whether they are
mistaken or not *—My uncle took the pledge from Father Mathew, and he never took a
-glass of liquor since he was a boy. I never took a drink until I was twenty-eight, but I
take a nip now when I like it, and will always take it when I want it.

. 22169. Do you think among those in favour of prohibition in Montreal there are
-80me quite prominent citizens, and that they have a following +—They have been working
‘very hard and very earnestly and they have some following,
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22170. Do you think that that following is increasing in Montreal ~—I do not:
know. There are some men at the head of these institutions who try to crush out
others. Their conduct in life and their business transactions, apart from drink, do not
wartant them in some of the actions they take. They find fault with their neighbours,
but their own acts in the past have not been such as to have a good effect upon others.

22171. Do you suppose that the active efforts of the priests and ministers and other
persons prominent in the church, are creating a sentiment against the drink habit and the
drink trade ?—I believe so. :

By the Chasrman :

22172. Do you believe that this is the most efficacious way of promoting temper-
ance 7—Yes, it is the best.

By Mr. Clarke :

22173. 1 think I understood, you to say that there were fewer cases before the police
courts during the past twelve months than formerly —Yes.

22174. And you attribute that to the fact that a great many people go to Sohmer
Park —Yes, and other quiet places of amusement.

22175. T ask you if liquors were sold during the past twelve months in Sohmer
Park 7—I do not know ; T have gone myself two or three times, and I think I had some
ale there. '

22176. T want to know if these advantages obtained by the people going into parks
were secured because there was no liquor sold in the parks?—I think so.

22177. Was there not liquor sold in Schmer Park -—1I had a glass of beer the day
T was there ; T think it is a quiet, orderly place.

22178. You think that the establishment of parks for the people has the effect of
reducing drunkenness —Yes ; we have our parks, where liquor is prohibited, and it is a
great boon to the people to be able to go there.

22179. Would you favour a law which would fix the number of licenses ,according
to the population —Certainly.

22180. Do you think it a proper thing to give licenses to grocery stores?—I do;
the law has always existed in the city and I do not object to it.

22181. Do you favour the granting of licenses to places where meals are not sup-
plied %—1I do not.

22182. You do not think there should be licenses given to such places —No.

22183. What is the average number of qualified voters in each polling subdivision ?
I suppose there are from sixty to eighty residents. I understand that it requires the
signatures of twenty-five resident voters to obtain a license ¢—Yes.

22184. What proportion of the average number is 25 +—Perhaps about 60 per cent.

22185, That is a large proportion ?—1It is a fair proportion.

22186. From your experience, Mr. Mayor, as a public servant, serving the people
in many capacities, what conclusion have you come to respecting the influence of the
saloon as compared with the influence of the hotel bar 7—Do you mean the restaurant ?

22187. I want to know if the influence of the saloon is more injurious to young
men than the influence of the hotel bar; which does the most harm %I do not see
that there is any difference ; if a man drinks in a saloon, he will drink in a hotel.

22188. Tsit not a fact that a person does not go to a saloon if he will be seen entering
there, but that it is different when he enters a hotel for drink —The people who take
drink do not care where they go; the man who dodges in by the back door is a hypo-
crite. The people take what they want, and they are not ashamed to go to Freeman’s
or the St. Lawrence bar or anywhere else. I do not see any difference between the
restaurant bar and the hotel. .

22189. It has been urged that the hotel bar does more harm than the saloon 7—1I
do not think it : the saloon is a restaurant.

22190. Would you favour the issue of licenses for the sale of beer and light wines ?
—Certainly ; but the difficulty is that people who take such licenses sell all kinds of
drink, and it would be impossible to detect them.

Hon. James McSHANE.
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22191. What is your experience respecting the operation of the Maine liquor law ?
—I do not think it works at all. From what I have seen, you can get wine and liquor
n every drug store in Maine.

22192, Do you get it in the hotels?—All you want of it. I saw some men come
from a picnic in Portland in one day, and there were about 14 of them drunk. I be-
lieve that they drank bad liquor, and that if they had had good liquor they would not be
S0 incapable. T went across to the place where I saw them going in; it was a place
on the wharf in Portland, where they were getting liquor. The liquor they sell in
some of these places is perfect poison. o

22193. Do you think that that system of things does more harm than licenses —
Certainly it does. It would be far better if they had licenses.

22194. Have hotel-keepers in Montreal the right to sell liquor to guests in their
rooms on Sunday —They have, and it would be impossible to prevent it.

22195, Then you are not in favour of a prohibitory law —No.

22196. Because you believe it could not be enforced —I do not think it could.

22197. What do you favour as the best means of promoting temperance —1 would.
be in favour of promoting all the temperance societies possible, of being very careful
to whom licenses are given, strict vigilance of our police force day and night, and some-
times an inspection to see that liquor is not adulterated or poisoned.

By the Chairman :

21198. Are you in favovr of the inspection of liquors #—Yes. I think a man who
adulterates liquor and puts poison in it ought to be in the penitentiary.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22199. Suppose these temperance societies and churches by and by get the people
to believe that the drink trade is wrong, do you believe that a prohibitory law would
be right, and that it could be enforced. I mean, of course, the great majority of the
People I cannot answer that question.

22200. Is it not true that the church and temperance societies influence the people,
they no longer patronize the trade and are opposed to it 7—1I cannot speak as to that.

e have a great many different classes of people in Montreal, we have very good
People in our city. )

22201. Is not this Sohmer Park a public resort I—It is a most respectable place.

22202. People go there very largely on the Sabbath and other days?—The Church
does not find any fault with the people going there after they go to mass. We do not
consider it any crime or harm whatever.

22203. Is it a licensed place +—Yes.

22204. Then it is not allowed to sell on Sunday %—No.

22205. Doyou know whether the proprietor of the park does sell on Sunday or
not{-—He does not.

22206. Has he been convicted for selling on Sunday —1I think the Local Govern-
ment have taken an action against him for selling on Sunday, but there is some ques-
tion as to whether the beer sold is intoxicating or not. There is a legal question in-
volved in it.
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CHARLES A. VALLEE, Governor of the Montreal J ail, on being duly sworn,
deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

22207. How long have you occupied the position of Governor of the Montreal jail ?
—For two years. :

22208. How were you occupied prior to that date?—I was three years on the
Montreal Stock Exchange, and seventeen years connected with the Banque Nationale.

22209. Can you tell us how many prisoners you have in jail at the present time ?
—When T left this morning there were 211 in the men’s jail.

22210. How many in the female jail 7—Theré were about 140 females in both jails.

22211. Were the present inmates all sent to jail for committing offences %—For
committing offences and drunkenness.

22212, Any for vagrancy I—Yes, some for vagrancy. They are sent down to the
jail because there is no other place to which to send them. Suppose a destitute person
is found on the streets, unless one of the National Societies takes him, he is sent to the
jail and is disposed of later on.

22213, Is it a fact that there is no provision made for taking care of the poor
except in the jail and through the national societies and the charitable societies of the
Roman Catholic Church —That is all that I am aware of.

22214. Your appointment is made by the Provincial Government?—Yes, by the
Lieutenant Governor in Council.

22215. And you report to the Provincial Government !—1I report every year to the
Provincial Government.

22216. The expenditure of the jail is met by the Province of Quebec %—Yes.

22217. Does the city contribute anything towards the maintenance of the Jail %—
Yes, there is a law by which the municipalities are bound to pay us fifteen cents a day
for each person sent by them.

22213, That applies to the city +—Yes.

22219. And to the different municipalities of the district of Montreal -—Yes.

22220, All those who are sent by the municipalities, including felons, have to be
paid for at the rate of fifteen cents a day —Yes.

22221. Is the number of inmates given a fair average +—No, the average for 1891 was
274, and the average this year would be about 250.

22222, Are you speaking of male and female !—I am speaking of males.

22223, A fair average for a number of years would be about how many +—Our jail
is so small we are glad to send some to different districts very often. If we were to take
the average, T would say that 250 or 260 would be about it; this year, however, the
number is much lower than it has been in previous years,

22924, Is a register kept of all the prisoners, their names, ete. +—Yes.

22225. Ts each prisoner’s record kept separately —Yes.

22226, Can you tell us from that register how many of phe offences for which persons
are imprisoned arise out of drunkenness?—Well, T have got the statement of last year
here, and from it you would have an idea, but it does not give you a very precise idea,
because, according to my calculation, at least eighty per cent of all the prisoners received
are there through drunkenness, that is either directly or indirectly. We generally put
in for our special reports to the Inspectors of government those who come directly under
the head of drunkenness, but as a matter of fact the most part of those who come in
under the head of vagrancy and assault are drunkards. .

292227, Please give us the official figures first %—This is my special report for 1891 ;
total number of imprisonment warrants during 1892, males 2,602, females 631;
Protestant females 131 ; total 3,364 male and female. That is the number of warrants

“issued ; a party may have come down two or three times or ten times to the jail, each

time under an accusation, and a warrant would be issued each time. Now I will give
ou the number of prisoners. The total number of prisoners were : males 2,217, Roman
Catholic females 517, Protestant females 109 ; total 2,843. There is a deficiency here
CHARLES A. VALLEE.
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compared with the previous number of 520 ; but that is accounted for by the fact that
the same prisoners may have been sent down several times.

22998, You make adistinction between the number of commitments and the number
of prisoners 1—Yes. ‘

292229, The commitments are more than the number of prisoners {—Yes.

22230. T notice that you seem to classify the females under the head of religions.
Have you done the same with the males —The Protestant societies demanded that they
should be separated from the Roman Catholics, because Roman Catholic female prisoners
are under the supervision of nuns, and they wanted to have their prisoners under the
8upervision of matrons. N

22231. Have you a classification as to the kind of offences for which the prisoners
Wwere committed -—Yes. We subdivided them as follows: Assault, 141 men and 8
Roman Catholic and Protestant females ; assault and battery, 31 ; assault on a con-
stable, 40 men ; assault on females, 14 men ; aggravated assault, 4 men, and 1 Roman
Catholic and 1 Protestant female.

22232. Can you tell us the number on the list committed for drunkenness and
offences against the liquor law I—You will have to do that yourself, because I think
they are all directly or indirectly due to drunkenness.

22233. How many have you under the classification of drunk 9—863 males, 165
Roman Catholic females and 46 Protestant females.

22234, That is for the year 18917 —Yes.

229235, That is a total of 1,064 out of 3,364 committals !—Yes. :

92236. These are classified in your returns as commitments for drunkenness{—
Yes, hecause the commitment specially says that the party is sent down for drunk-
enness, .

29237, The return which you have read from is a return made to the Provincial
Government ?-—1It is one prepared out of our register especially for the Inspectors of
Prisons.

22238, And the Inspectors of prisons make a report to the Provincial Government ?
~—Yes.

22239. Does that report find its way into any official document laid before Parlia-
ment?—Yes, I have put it in a better form, which is more intelligible than the one the
Inspector asks for.

22240. Have you a classification of offences that may be traced to drink?—Most of
them may be traced to drink.

22241, Have you any statement of the total expenses of the jail ?#—No. You will
have to get that from the Sheriff. The official report of the Inspector of prisons and
asylums has been published. In that book you will find all the information you require
as to the expenses and everything like that. It was prepared by the Inspgetors and
submitted to the Government.

22242, Have you given any attention to the present system of.regulating the liquor

traffic by the issue of licenses I—That is a little outside my business. The only thing
18 that T have studied the question by reading authorities in England and France and
_ all parts, and 1 have seen many articles written about drunkenness.
; 22243. My question had reference to your own observatiomand experience in Can-
ada.  Have you observed as to the efficiency of the present license system, and as to its
enforcement? Do you consider the license system is an efficient way.of regulating the
llquor traffic?—Yes, if it is well enforced.

22244. Do you think it is efficient ?—I could answer more directly if you put me
Some question about drunkenness, because outside of my own business I do not look
much into questions of political economy.

22245, 1 am asking you to speak from your official experience. Can you tell us,
from your observation, if the license laws are efficient in regulating the traffic ?—I do not
doubt that they are now, Those sent to jail for illegal liquor selling should be sentenced
%o hard labour, in my opinion:

22246, How do you feed them now %—I feed them the very same as hard labour
Prisoners, and give them no more privileges than any other prisoner. '
211
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22247, Is it permissible for the friends of prisoners to provide them with food —
Not those sentenced to gaol : only the accused and untried prisoners have a right to
have food sent by their friends. Those who are in the paupers’ ward have got privileges
as well as Crown witnesses, or those sent for contempt of court ; those prisoners have a
right to receive food and tobacco from their friends outside.

By the Chavrman :

22948, Are their friends allowed to send them liquor —Never, There is a fine of
340 for that offence.

22249, What is the rule with regard to simple vagrants sent to gao!. Ave they
generally sentenced to hard labour '—Yes. ’

223250, Al sentenced prisoners are treated alike 7—Yes, with regard to food and
clothing, except the debtors and those sent for contempt of court, and Crown witnesses.
Those who are sent in sometimes for the selling of liquor without a license are kept in
the ward and are not sent out to work. If they do not wish to work they do not work;
and if they are clean, sometimes we do not put them in the prison garb.

By Judge McDonald :

22251. You have spoken of the drunkards who are sent down to gaol. In your
character as Governor of the jail, do you find that some of the people who are brought
to you for drunkenness have been affected by taking impure liquor so as to render them
crazy almost ?—Yes, most cases of that kind are due to the fact that they have taken
bad, adulterated liquor.

22252. You have mentioned that some persons are committed several times: T sup-
pose that would be for drunkenness. When they leave the jail, do they get drunk and
come back in a short time?—Yes, that is the case; they should be sentenced for a
longer term at first. If an habitual drunkard is sent down for eight days, he has not
time to sober up, and when he gets out of jail he is drunk still.

22253, Would you think it desirable to place habitual drunkards in some other
place than the jail, where they would be under medical charge —I have no doubt that
could be done, and it would be better. You see that matter referred to in all these
reports, and the plan is highly spoken of by all those who treat offences of this kind.

22254, How would you deal with those people?—1I think it is nonsense to send
them down to jail for eight or ten days; the least you could do would be to send
such an habitual drunkard down for three months, to give him time to sober up. It
will take nearly a year to influence some men not to drink.

By the Chairman :

22255. Suppose a man is sent down a second time to prison, and when let out he
commits a third offence, do you think it is any good to send him down to prison again !
Should he not be sent to some other establishment ?-—He certainly should.  An habitual
drunkard should be confined in some institution where he would get medical treatment.
Sometimes he is sent down for a month, the next time for perhaps eight days, and the
next time he only gets five days. If he was sentenced for each offence for a little longet
time than for the previous offence, we might get a little good out of him. ‘

22256. You simply treat him as a prisoner: you do not attempt in the jail to treat
him from a medical standpoint %—We try to sober him up. We have got a certain treat-
ment for those who are in delirium tremens. It takes about eight days to put him
right, and then we put him to work, and get him to work as much as possible, and by the
influence of the minister or the priest, try to make him do better

22257. Do you administer anything in the shape of medicine!—Nothing special-

22258. Do you think the system is as good, or better, than a system which would

rovide some institution to which offenders of that class could be sent and treated scien-
tifically }—The present institution is perhaps better for the first offence, but it is pretty
hard to bring habitual drunkards back. Perhaps the best place for them is in the jail.
CHARLES A. VALLEE.
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Keep them there for a number of months. You might have an institution, I suppose,
Where they could be treated, and if they show signs of permanent reform they might,
Perhaps, be set at liberty ; but if not, they should be continued in jail and kept as luna-
tics are kept.

22259, What is your own conclusion in regard to these habitual drunkards 9—I
think the system of keeping them in some kind of an asylum, until they show signs of
Permanent reform, is a good one,

22260. You told us, in reply to questions which I put to you some time ago, that a
larger number of the crimes can be traced to intemperance than those which are
classified under that head. Your classification shows that out of 3,364 committed, 1,064
are there for drunkenness. Ts it your opinion that there isa very much larger number who
80 the prison owing to intemperance!-—As I have told you, I think about eighty per
cent ave in jail because of drunkenness, either directly or indirectly. There is no doubt
that drunkenness is the chief cause of about eighty per cent of the offences that are
committed.

22261. You think that eighty per cent of the male and female prisoners find their
Way into jail because of intemperance?—Yes. They come there either directly or indi-
rectly through intemperance.

22262, Can you tell us from your return the number of committals simply for vag-’
Tancy : T suppose the poor have sometimes to be charged with vagrancy in order that
they may be legally committed to jail 7—Yes, there must be a charge against him, and he\
Must be sentenced for some oftence. Last year there were sent down for vagrancy 408
men, 211 Roman Catholic females and 45 Protestant females.

22263. Are there any considerable number of these vagrants drunkards -——For the
Most part, perhaps 99 out of 100 are drunkards. Tt is even classified on the commit-
Mments: «For being drunk on the street.” T suppose they are not making any noise,
and they bring them on a charge of vagraney. There is no heading “disorderly,” which
8enerally results from people being drunk.

22264. Do you know how it is determined in the case of a person found on the
Street, whether he is to be a vagrant or a drunkard %-—I do not think they make any

Istinction. N

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22265. Have you any juvenile offenders under 13 years of age?—We do not take
them in our place.” They are sent to the reformatory.

By Mr. Clarke :

22266. What steps would you recommend for the minimizing of the evil effects of

the liquor traffic 7—I would recommend strongly the encouragement of the sale of Weiss
er and soda water and other temperance drinks; I would recommend especially that
these drinks should be sold, for instance, in Sohmer Park and Mountain Park. I gen-
®rally go to Sohmer Park myself, with my wife and children, as it is near our own door.
e children are glad to go there and amuse themselves and hear what is going on. Very
Seldom we see a drunken man or a drunken woman in the place; I know my prisoners
very well. They have not got much energy of character, they are always under the domin-
ation of the women, either inside or outside the jail. Tf a labourer has money and his wife
¢n induce him to take her and the family to Sohmer Park, they can spend a fine even-
Ing and amuse themselves for 20 or 30 cents,and the man goes home sober. I have
Seen some of my old customers in the park, and they say that whilst they are there they
hever get drunk, and do not get back to jail again. Instead of going to the barroom and
SPending a week’s wages and getting drunk, they go to the park and take a glass of lager
er for a few cents. If a man wants to drink strong liquor, his wife is with him, and
She tells him not to do so ; and he keeps away from jail. Whilst I have been in the
Jail, perhaps 9,000 people have passed through my hands, and I have seen hundreds of
®m in the park and doing well since. Yesterday I was looking at my books up to the
10th o September. In 1891 we received 1,830 ; this year up to 10th September
Ve received 1,538, that isa decrease of 300 odd. Of women we received 43 less in the
Same period this year than we did last, making a grand total of 344 persons less. Some
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of the witnesses here have told the Commissioners that they believe crime was on the
decrease in the city, and I think these figures prove it. I believe the Sohmer Park has
something to do with it. I have also read many authorities, amongst others Mr.
William Tallack, President of the Humane Association, who encourages the use of light
wines.

32267. Would you favcur the passage of a prohibitory law, prohibiting altogether
the manufacture, sale and importation of wines and liquors?—No, that is impossible.

23268. Would better results be obtained, in your opinion, by the adoption of meas-
ures that would enable the mass of the people to get recreation in parks and drink light
wines and refreshments?—-Yes, my idea is that that would be far better ; prohibition
will never take in this country. If you prohibit liquor, they will get it around the
corner. < !

22269. T understood you to say, in reply to Judge McDonald, that many of those
incarcerated in the jail were sent to jail on account of the vile character of the liquor
they drank ?—There is no doubt of that.

22270. You would favour a rigid inspection of all liquors sold ~—Yes.

22271. Is there any necessity for the existence in the city of these saloons, which
are drink shops, and where meals are not supplied -—Well, in a large city like
Montreal it would be hard.to close them up; but if they weve divided into districts, ac-
cording to a certain ratio of the population, it would be better.

22272, Ts it necessary to have liquor sold in grocery stores !—1 think it is a fruitful
cause of evil, it gives facilities for purchasing liquor.

22273, Do you favour a continuance of the grocery licenses? Would it not be better
to remove the sale of liquor into shops where only liquor would be sold, and have no
liquor in groceries T do not know if you would benefit much by that.

22274, T think that facilities are given in the grocery stores to people buying small
quantities of liquor, and secret drinking is encouraged in families. When families go to
procure groceries at the stores, they frequently are supplied with liquor. Would it not
be well to remove that temptation from the stores t—If they want to get liquor, they
will get it elsewhere just the same.

By Rev. Dr. MecLeod :

22275, Would you favour reducing the number of licensed places —Yes, according
to the population.

22276. Do you know whether the licensee in-Sohmer Park has violated the law by

“selling on Sundays ! There are different points of view with regard to that case. I have
never seen the least drop of liquor sold in Sohme® Park on Sunday, except Weiss beer.
T am quite sure the proprietor does not allow iv to be sold ; T suppose if it were sold, I
could get it as well as any one in the city of Montreal.

22277, Does that Weiss beer intoxicate —I do not think so. I could drink a keg
of it.

22278, Here is a clipping from the Gazette: “ A woman went with a number of
friends to St. Helen’s Island ; while there she took Weiss beer. This made her excited,
and she started to fight, which caused her arrest.” Do you think that correct —She
might have taken something stronger than Weiss beer, before she reached the restaur-
ant on St. Helen’s Island.

22279. You think it could not be Weiss beer that excited her —I do not believe it
was.

22280. T was anxious to find out whether it was Weiss beer made her intoxicated !
—You may be sure it was not, she had had something else before.

By the Chairman :

22281. The Mayor was unable to say definitely whether or not the proprietor of
Sohmer Park was licensed to sell spirituous liquors —They must be licensed, because
they have ah open bar there. You can have whatever you please, gin, brandy, or any-
thing of that kind. T have had it myself on week days, but you can get nothing else
than lager beer on Sundays.

CHARLES A. VALLEE.
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22282, Does his license authorize him to sell beer on Sunday *—That I do not know.
They have been discussing that for three months before the courts, and it is not settled
yet.

22283. Do you know anything about the working of the prohibitory law in the
State of Maine !—Not of my own personal knowledge.

By Mr. Clarke :

22284, Do you know anything about the local option law, or the Scott Act in
this province I—No, only what I have seen in the papers. I do not believe in the Scott
Act or in prohibition.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22285. Have you educated persons amongst your prisoners?-—Yes, I would
astonish you by showing you the work some of them have done. T have several very
nice young fellows there.

22286. Are they there on account of drink 1—Yes, some of them are down there
for forgery, but they were drunk when they committed the forgery. If it had not heen
for drink, they would have heen well-behaved. .

22287, The prisoners in your records are not all labouring men ?—TI have had
lawyers, T have had priests, I have ministers ; I have had every class down there,

By the Chairman :

22288, Will you please procure for the Comnission a statement, giving officially
the figures with regard to prisoners and their offences, which you have quoted —T will
procure such a statement.

(Transtation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

22289. What do you think of the operation of the license law 1--T have no doubt
that the law as it exists at the present time, might have a salutary effect if it were en-
forced continuously, as has been done for some time past; but there is one thing on
which I would lay special emphasis, viz., that those who are sentenced for selling
liquor without license, instead of being sentenced to fine and imprisonment, should be
sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour and fined. As the law is to-day, the
Penalty for its violation is nothing but a rest in prison, and they make light of it.

22290. What measures would you adopt to lessen drunkenness?—By encouraging
the use of temperance beverages, as wine, beer, cider and the like ; by encouraging also
divers places of amusement where the working classes, the bulk of the people, could
betake themselves, such as Sohmer Park, Mountain Park, Mount Royal Park or St.
Helen’s Island, some public and popular resort where they would spend very little of
their money. The artizans now go there with their wives and children ; there they find
cheap amusement, and return home sober. 1 have had personal experience in these .
Matters, especially in regartl to Sohmer Park. By the report of 1891, under date of
September 10th, there appear the names of 1,839 persons in our jail book. Tn 1893, at
the same date, we had only 1,538, or a decrease of 301. We have the same ratio as
regards women ; that is 43 less at the same date. This gives a grand total of men and
women of 344 less incarcerations this year than last. If the causes of this decrease
are sought, it cannot be said that there was less money this year than last, because
although trade is not so brisk, great works are carried on by the city corporation on the
Streets, and money is plentiful. But one of the principal reasons, according to my
judgment, is to be found in the cheap and well regulated amusements. The artizan
goes there on Sunday or week-day evenings, in the society of his wife and children, and
for a few cents he can procure agreeable diversion. The artizan is generally weak in
character and he does not escape temptation ; but if his wife accompanies him and keeps
him in her hands, as is the common saying, he would meet her wishes. We see every
day that as soon as he is willing to spend twenty-five cents to take all his family with
him to some public resort, he will no longer swerve from the right path ; if he wishes to
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incur more expense his wife is beside him, and she watches over him and leads him
away. Sohmer Park is about the only resort with which I am thoroughly familiar ; 1
go there almost every night. I meet there some of my former “boarders,” who no
longer come back to prison. They will take a glass of soda or lager beer, but if they want
to take something stronger, their wives are there to watch over them and warn them.
Generally they lead them away.

22291, These places of popular amusement at cheap rates are one of the modes
suggested in the book of William Tallack to oppose drunkenness -—Yes.

22292, Can you procure us a comparative statement for the last 5 years of conviet-
ions for drunkenness —1I will cause it to be prepared.

22293, Only mention the number of arrests for drunkenness.—Yes.

22294, According to the statistics which you have published and of which you have
cognizance, is there an increase or a decrease of drunkenness 1 believe there is a de-
crease. There is a decrease in this sense : The return for twelve months ending 10th Sep-
tember inst., shows there is a decrease of 343.  Now, as T said a little while ago, 80 per
cent of my prisoners have suffered arrest indirectly through drunkenness ; this is proof
of a decrease.

22295, Ts there an increase in crime !—There is a decrease in crime, all these things
are closely regulated.

22296. Have you resided in Italy ?-—Yes, lived there 3 years. The Italians are a
remarkably sober people in everyway, both in drinking and eating. They usually drink
wine, and drunkenness is rare ; cases are to be found, but drunkards never reach the de-
gradation they reach here.

22297. The use of wine is much less to be deplored than the use of alcohol, is it
not —Yes.

32298. If we could have the same custom of drinking wine, would you prefer it —
Yes, assuredly. '

22299. What do you think of a-system by means of which the retailers would be
licensed to sell only wine, beer and cider, there being a similar system to that prevailing
under the Scott Act, by which persons would be specially licensed to sell strong drink,
and only upon a doctor’s.certificate I do not believe that it would be a success. In
my opinion it is as well to grant an open license to a reliable person, capable of obsery-
ing the law; and also limit the number of licenses pro rata to the population. More-
over, a careful watch should be kept on all drink retailers, and we should encourage as
much as possible these places of recreation I have mentioned, provided these places of
popular resort be well kept and good liquors sold. And we should promote as much as
possible the use of sound wines by charging the minimum of duties on such wines im-
ported into the country, in order that good wines he sold.

22300. Have you lived some time in France %—I have merely passed through it.

HENRY BULMER, of Montreal, on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :-—
By the Chairman : ‘

¥ 22301. You are Chairman of the Board of Harbour Commissioners of Montreal —
es.

22302. How long have you occupied that office 7—For the last three years.

22303. Were you a member of the board prior to becoming the Chairman I— Yes.

22304. For how long 1—Since 1879.

22305. And you have lived in this district, how long %—Since 1841.

22306. Are the Harbour Commissioners large employers of labour %—Yes, very
large, just now especially.

22307. How many employees have you under your control?—At present I
think between 300 and 400 ; it varies a little from week to week, but 300 or 400 on the
average.

CHARLES A. VALLEE.
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22308. Have you much trouble with them on the score of intemperance !—Com-
paratively little. Once in a short time there may be a solitary case, but from my
observation there has been very little trouble indeed.

22309. Do you think in this respect there is an improvement in recent years, that
the men are more temperate than they were?—I could not say that. I have been a
large employer of labour during all my life, and the same little ditficulties have occurred
from time to time, but I cannot say that things are any better or any worse than they
were in former times, as far as my observation goes.

22310. Have you in existence any regulations connected with the Harbour Coni-
mission looking to improving the habits of the employees in respect to temperance {—
No, T could not say that; but it is a perfectly understood thing that if a man is per-
sistently given to drinking habits and cannot attend to his work, he is discharged.

22311. Do the men lose much time through indulging too much in intoxicating
liquors -—1 do not think I could say that. There are instances which occur every
now and again, but I do not think they are on a very large scale.

22312. Do you think those cases are more frequent of recent years than formerly ?
—1I do not think it ; I do not think there is any change in the habits of the people.

22313. Having been a large employer of labour, and having been here so long
taking an active interest in civic affairs, you have had an opportunity of observing
the operation of the license laws?—I had some years ago, when I was a member of the
City Council.

22314. Do you think they are eflicient for the regulation of the liquor traffic I—
Giving my individual opinion, and of late years I have not paid so much attention to it
as I used to do, 1 think at the present time the license laws are better than they were
when I was a member of the City Council, but that is a long time ago.

22315, In what respect do you think they have been improved !—In this way,
that the license law is more stringent. There is a higher license, and I think if the
present license law was enforced, it would be as good a license law probably as you
can have, if you will have a license law. I know when I was a member of the City
Council and took an active part in those matters, the license laws were véry lax. With-
out being aw courant with what is proceeding now, and without any special reason for
paying attention to it, except as a good citizen, I think the present license laws, if
properly enforced, are very good laws.

22316. From your observation, do you consider they are well enforced at present !
—That I would not like to give an opinionupon. I amnot in a position to say whether
they are properly enforced or not; hut reading the law on the face of it, if there must
be a license law, it is a very good law.

22317. Do you think a license law is the best law you could have for the regulation
of the traffic ?-—That is a very broad question.

22318. Opinions of gentlemen like yourself, the Commissioners are anxious to
obtain.  Would you prefer some other law than the license law {-—I do not know that
I would, for this simple reason—you are now getting to the pith of the whole thing. Ts
prohibition possible? I believe if you could introduce a prohibition law and enforce it
thoroughly, it would be a very great advantage to a very considerable portion of the
community who abuse indulgence in liquor ; but unless you can enforce it, I do not see
any use in having it on the statute-hook.

22319. Then you think a law prohibiting the importation and sale, except for
medicinal and mechanical purposes, of all intoxicants would be an improvement over the
present system ?—I believe it would be for the benefit of a very large portion of the
community, if you could enforce it.

22320. In the present state of public opinion, do you think it could he efficiently
enforced I—1I should doubt it very much. The present state of public opinion is not
sufliciently educated up to it. It may come to it, but at the present time, I must state
it would be very dithicult to enforce it in this country, and in this city especially.
If it could be done, I believe for a very considerable portion of the community it
would be of very great advantage, and T do not know that the other portion would
suffer anything.
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22321. Have you paid any attention to the efforts of the various temperance
organizations in this city -—Nothing, except to read the reports of their proceedings.
I have taken no part in their proceedings.

22322, They have been very active for a number of years?—Yes.

22323. Do you think their efforts have had any effect upon the public sentiment
in regard to the use of intoxicants?—I am scarcely in a position to answer that
question. As far as my observation goes amongst the people I come in contact with
anywhere, I do not see that there is much difference. I have not been in the habit of
going where these things are liable to be abused ; but taking the mass of workingien,
apart from my own social circle, I must say that I do not see much difference in the
position now from what it was in previous years. I have never been in the habit of

being in places where it was likely to be abused in any way, and I cannot say any-
thing further than that.

22323¢. Have you given any consideration to the financial side of the question %—
In what respect ?

22324. Naturally, if we had prohibition, there would be a large loss of revenue to
the Dominion and also to the provinces, or some of them, and to the municipalities I—
I have looked on that from a general standpoint, without giving any particular study to
it, but T do not think that is a question which ought to come in at all. If it is for the
benefit of the community, I do not think a matter of dollars and cents for revenue
should come in at all. ’

22325. If it could be enforced, you think the financial question should not be
considered —Not at all.

22326. But you make the condition that it must be enforced —Certainly, or it
would be worse than useless.

32327. And it would be sacrificing a large amount of revenue —For no good.

22328. Do you think any benefit would arise in a city such as this by a reduction
in the number of licenses issued #—That has been my conviction for many years.

22329. That the number should be curtailed #—Yes. I know that that was one of
the efforts I made when I was a member of the City Council—to have the nuinber reduced.

22330.- Under the Quebec License Law, parishes have the power to secure prohibi-
tion in their own districts in this way, that the Municipal Councils can refuse to grant
any licenses. Do you think it would be an advantage if a similar power were given to
the city polling districts —It would be an advantage if they could enforce it.

22331. You know somewhat of public sentiment here. 'What is your view : would
it be really an advantage to give them that power, or not%—I think it would be an
advantage to give them the power, but my opinion is that they could not enforce it in
the present state of public opinion.

22332. Do any other suggestions occur to you in reference to the License Law
beyond that you have mentioned, the curtailment of the number of licenses, which
would be an advantage?—1 do not know anything further, except to say in addition,
that my own opinion is, that the number of licenses granted is too large, and from all
reports, though I am not in a position to substantiate them, there are many places
where liquor is sold without a license, and they are the least controllable. If the num-
ber of licenses were restricted, if the license fee were put at any figure you like, but.
make it an object to restrict the number—if that were enforced and liquor prevented
from being sold in any other than licensed places, probably that would meet the require-
ments of this city, and you would be able to carry it out. There ought to be no diffi-
culty in enforcing a license law such as we have now, and our present license law, as far
as T understand it, is a very good law, but I think some further power should be given
to restrict the number of licenses. You cannot walk along the streets of this city
without seeing that there are too many places licensed to sell spirituous liquors.

22333. You would curtail the number and have very strict supervision %—Decid-
edly so.

Y 22334. And you would have the law carried out?—Yes, and would keep these
places under proper control, and I believe the respectable places would never offer any
objection to this supervision.
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22335. Do you think there is any necessity for having saloons to simply sell liquor,
or should the duty be imposed upon them of supplying meals and sleeping accommoda-
tion ?—1I do not see why the two should not be combined. In a city like this there
should be something to eat in all restaurants.

22336. I believe that is the law in Montreal, but it s not observed ?—The license
law reads all right, but it is necessary to have it enforced. It is necessary to have
places where people can get something to eat, and those places would be sufficient to
supply those who absolutely need some stimulants. My own opinion is, that the present
law, if it were enforced and restriction were placed upon the number of places licensed,
would be a very good law.

22337, The Commissioners have had placed before them the view that the respect-
able hotel with a bar is a greater danger to public morals than a saloon where liquor
alone is sold off the counter. Which do you prefer 7—I must say that in respectable
first-class hotels that keep a bar they ought to observe more supervision in regard to
those to whom they sell liquor than they do now.

22338. In what direction, may I ask?—Selling to boys or to people who have
already had too much. That is one of the difficulties in connection with the tratlic.

22339. Do you consider that the system of licensing groceries to sell liquors is a
good one --—My own opinion is, that it would be better to separate the two, decidedly.

22340. Have you any special ground for saying that?—Nothing further than that
the grocer with whom I deal for my groceries does not sell liquor at all. The danger is
not so much in respectable places as in the lower class of groceries, where they are
liable to lead the people to suppose that the privilege of selling liquor in a grocery is
abused by a very large class of the community. I should say the two businesses should
be separated.

22341. In what way do you think the present system leads to abuse? Is it the
liquor being drunk on the premises, contrary to law —No, I do not think that at all, .
but it is the facility with which the poorer classes can get the liquor. From my own
observation, I could not say. I do not know of any single case where liquor has been
sold on the premises by retail. Without being able to give a sufliciently satisfactory
reason to other people, I think it would be better if that class of business were separate
from the grocery business, but that is my own individual impression from observation
and what T have heard.

22342, There is a large amount of capital invested at present by distillers and others
in making intoxicating drinks. If a prohibitory law passed, that capital, if not entirely
destroyed, would be greatly reduced in value —No doubt of it.

22343. It is your view that those who are engaged in the business should in that
event receive compensation }—I think it would naturally follow. :

22344. You think it would be just %—1TI think so. I think it follows that if what is
to-day a legitimate business were destroyed by a legislative enactment, it would be a very
hard case that the individual should suffer. I think compensation would follow naturally.
I remember the abolition of the slave trade in the West India Islands by the British
Government, and the British Government compensated the slave owners; and in this
case it follows almost naturally, according to all sense of justice, that if the business
were destroyed, those engaged in it would have a legitimate claim for compensation.

22345. Have you had any experience of the working of what is known as the Scott.
Act —None, whatever.

22346. Or the prohibitory clauses of the Quebec Act —No; I have never lived in
districts where it was in force.

' 22347. Do you think there is much smuggling taking place —We know nothing,
except what appears in the newspapers. I could not say anything about it.

22348. What class of those engaged in the liquor business do you think would
receive compensation in the event of prohibition being enacted —1 presume the only
parties who would be entitled to compensation would be the manufacturers of the article,
the manufacture of which would be destroyed.

22349, What about importation?—That importation business does not involve any-
thing like the amount of capital.
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22350. And as to hotel proprietors %—People must have accommodation, and if you
have prohibition and no liquor is allowed to be sold, people will come here and have
accommodation, and hotel proprietors would have to make their charges accordingly.

By Mr. Clarke :

22351. What do you mean by that?—Instead of charging $4 or $5 a day for a
room at the hotel and making something out of the sale of liquor, they would have to
charge so much more, because if they did not make a profit in one way they would have
to make it in another. '

By the Chairman :

22352. Do you not think there would be a great depreciation in the hotel business *
—1I do not think there would be any difference. In thix city, I do not think it would
make any difference to the hotel-keepers.

22353. Have you given any consideration to the question of encouraging light wines
and beer and repressing the use of spirits *—No.

22354. Do you think it would be an advantage if people took more wine and beer
and less spirits —1 think it might be for the mass of the people. I know in foreign
countries where I have travelled a very great deal, we see very much more light wine
and beer.

22355. In England they have a system of licensing premises for the sale of heer
alone -—Yes.

22356. Do you think .the licensing of places for the sale of wine and beer only
would be an advantage t—Decidedly.

22357. No doubt there would be some danger of those places still selling spirits,
though they were not licensed to do so %—7Yes.

By Judge McDonald :

22358. Did you say that in reference to the drinking habits of the people, you had
seen no change in some years past?—1 think so. -

22359. You have travelled a good deal 7—Yes.

22360. Have you observed that on a steamboat or on the cars the man who takes
a glass of liquor or wine now is the exception ¥—Yes.

23361. And formerly, the man who did not take it was the exception %—Yes, that
is so. The man who wants to take his glass of wine with his dinner will take it before
or after, but you do not see so much on the table.

22362. Do you not see people at the table who do not take liquor, but confine them-
selves to water and zerated drinks?—I cannot say that I have noticed that very much.

22363. Do you not think the position of the temperance question in the community
is very different from what it was in the old days ?—Certainly.

22364. Do you not think that the advocacy of the temperance question has passed
to a certain extent into different hands and into many more hands than it used to be in
the old time ?—Yes, it looks that way ; but the hard fact remains that the returns of
liquors imported and manufactured in the country do not show a decrease. There may
not be so much around the table. But how can you account for the amount imported and
manufactured ?

22365. Do you think the inrease has kept pace with the increase in population 1—
As far as T can see, human nature is just the same as it was, notwithstanding all the
efforts that are being made, and I think a very great deal of credit is due to the parties
who have made those efforts ; and that so far whatever may be the result in the future,
the result has not materially altered, if we are to believe the official statistics that have
been published.

92366. You have heard of men in the past who could take their three bottles of
wine at table without it affecting them ?—Yes.,

22367. Do you think the number of those men has decreased or that the liquor has
deteriorated ?—1 do not know ; I never came in contact with them.
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22368, Do you not think there is a great deal of differen¢e in the quality of the
liquor supplied now and in the days gone by !—That is a matter for actual observation,
and I use so little of it that I am not able to judge.

22369. Do you not find that the temperance question is dealt with more prominently
by religious budies than it was formerly %—There is no doubt about that. ‘

22370. But judging from statistics, you think things are about the same as they
were 7—That is a matter of general observation, and taking the number of people, the
(uantity consumed per head is about the same, which leads me to believe that the majo-
rity of the people are moderate living, temperate people, but a certain proportion will
continue to use liquor or it would not be manufactured. If you could reduce the use of
liquor, it would be better for the whole community.

22371, If a man was in the habit of spending a certain amount in liquor, do you
think the Government should supply the loss which would result to the revenue by tak-
ing that out of the pockets of, the people ?—Each individual might consider it a hardship
to be deprived of what he might think a necessity, or a luxury, and yet to have to con-
tribute an equal amount to make up in some other way the loss to the revenue. That is
one of the difficulties in connection with society at large.

22372, That is one of the ditficulties which would have to be faced !—Yes.

22373, You consider it would be ditlicult to enforce such a law ?—Yes.

22374. And to enforce it would probably require a large staff of officials to prevent
smuggling and other violations of the law —Yes.

22375, The question would be by whom should those officials be appointed and by
whom paid =-——Yes ; I have never looked at it from that standpoint. )

22376. Do you think the difficulty of enforcement might be affected by a differ-
ence in locality. Suppose that in the Maritime Provinces the number in favour of the
law was ten to one, and that was about balanced in Ontario and Quebec, and that
further west the majority was wholly against it, would you not expect that the enforce-

_ment would be less etlicient where public sentiment was against it than where public
sentiment was in favour of it?—That question is difficult to answer ; but ina Dominion
situated as we are, if the public sentiment were in favour of it in one section and
against it in another, it would be very difficult to enforce the law anywhere.

22377, The way Sir Leonard Tilley put it was that the strength of a chain was the
strength of the weakest link, and, therefore, there being some weak links, such a law
could not be enforced '—That is very much my own opinion.

22378. Are there any other suggestions you think of inreference to this matter ?—
No. T never considered the matter sufficiently to make suggestions in regard to it, but
T should be very much pleased to see the difficulties that exist, and the evils and the
misery that are caused by the liquor traftic reduced to a minimum. What is the best
way to get at that, it is not for me to say.

22379. There is a local revenue in the province of Quebec of $600,000 derived
from the license fees ?—Yes. v

22380. But the enactment of a total prohibitory law would do away with that +—
Yes,

22381. Have you considered how that revenue would be made up 7-—No further
than this: that I always considered that if the revenue were destroyed, the people
would have to make it good in some other form ; but in what form I cannot say. Tt is
reasonable to suppose that the Government of the country cannot be carried on without
a revenue, and if the liquor interest is to be destroyed entirely, they would have to
make up the revenue in some other way.

22382. And the people should be prepared for that I—Yes.

22383. You spoke of seeing in foreign countries the larger use of light wines and
ales and less spirits —Yes.

22384. Was the effect beneficial I—T must say it was.

By Mr. Clarke .

22385. In the countries of Europe in which you have travelled, where light wines
and heer were consumed, did you see much drunkenness ?—Less than in England.
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By Judge McDonald :

22386. Have you been in any of the United States where there has been a pro-
hibitory law in force %—The only State I have been in of that kind has been the State
of Maine. '

232387. Did you notice how the law was enforced there —I have not been there
for seven years, and am not able to speak with any degree of positivenessin regard to it.
I have heard many contradictory reports. When I was there I saw no drunkenness.
I have been in countries where liquor was not allowed to be used at all, for conscientious
reasons. If you go into eastern countries where the people are not allowed to use liquor,
such as Egypt and Palestine and Turkey, where the natives are not allowed even to
drink wine, you find they have other narcotics, which have just as bad an effect.

22388. Did they seem to observe that rule there -—Yes.

By Mr. Clarke :

22389. Tt is a religious obligation 7—Yes.
By Judge McDonald :

22390. It is not a matter of statute?—No; but they use a peculiar kind of tohacco
and black coffee.

By Mr. Clarke :
22391. Tt is a question of morals %—Yes.
By Judge McDonald :

22392. Is liquor sold in those countries 7—Yes, at the hotels ; but it is always used
in moderation, and only by people who travel.

22393. You say the accommodation in hotels is now furnished at a price for guests
in rooms and meals that would have to be increased if the sale of liquor were abolished ¢
—Yes.

22394. Ts not that a false business system 7—That may be.

22395. Suppose, for instance, that the sale of liquor were attached to dry goods
shops instead of hotels, would it be supposed that dry goods should be sold cheaper —I
do not know how you can justify it, but there is the fact. )

22396. It has become a sale attached to hotels t—Yes.

22397. Not as a matter of business, but as a matter of practice I—That is it.

By the Chairman :

22398 One witness has expressed the opinion that the loss to the revenue of the
province should be recouped by a payment by the Dominion. The province now gets
$600,000 for the issue of licenses, and othew things connected with the liquor business %—
I do not see much reason for that, for if the license system was taken away from all the
provinces, they would all be in the same boat, and if the Dominion had to pay it, we
would all have to pay our share.

22399. Some of the provinces get no revenue from the sale of liquor. In Nova
Scotia and I believe in New Brunswick and in Prince Edward Island they derive no
revenue from licenses. Do you think it would be fair to make them pay their share for
Ontario and Quebec?—No; I think those provinces that now get the revenue from
liquor should be the only ones called upon to pay. .

22400. Do you think there is any other plan as regards the Province of Quebec,
except direct taxation, to make up the loss?—That question might be answered by the
Provincial Treasurer.

By Rev. Dr. MclLeod :

22401, As an employer of labour, can you state whether men are very frequently
discharged from-their employment in consequence of the use of liquor 7—Not very often.
22402. Sometimes ! —Sometimes.
HENRY BULMER.
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22403. And when they are discharged, I suppose it is for inefliciency *—Inefficiency,
because they are not able to attend to their duties, and men are liable to be obstrep-
‘erous and so on.

22404. Do you find that many of those whom you have to discharge for inefficiency
are inefficient because of drinking habits¢—I have no doubt that a large proportion of
them are, but my experience for a long time as an employer of labour is, that the propor-
tion of men discharged for that reason has never heen very large. In connection, for
instance, with the harbour works, we have had from 300 to 400 men steadily at work
this summer, and from my knowledge regarding those men, this summer there have not

- been more than three discharged for that reason.

22405. Do you use carefulness in the engagement of men, declining to engage those
who are known to be drinkers I—If they are known to be men of drinking habits, they
are not taken on. That is my experience, in my own case as well as in the Harbour Com-
mission.

22406. Do you find that the drink habit, not necessarily to excess, interferes to
any extent with the wage earning power of the men %—No doubt it is injurious.

22407. And it interferes with their value to the employer. I do not speak of the
man who is on a spree frequently, but a man who drinks regularly day after day and does
not seem to be affected by it at the time. Does his wage earning power decrease as the -
years go on %—No doubt about it at all.

22408. Have you observed whether any proportion of the accidents in the works
with which you have been connected, have been occasioned by the drinking men ?-—Some-
times, but T could not say to any very large extent, for the simple reason that, as arule,
the men I have had to deal with have not been given to drinking habits. .

22409. You have no knowledge of the Scott Act or of its workings %—No.

22410. Have you any knowledge of Cote St. Antoine, where no licenses are
issued 7—T know there is no license there at all. i

22411. TIs the condition of that district good —Yes, very good.

22412, Do you know anything about St. Lambert 2—Not of late years.

22413. I have understood that there are no licenses issued there?—I am not
aware.

22414. You have observed that there is less drunkenness in European countries than
in England. Is there less than there is in this country It is pretty hard to run down
your own country, but it is a hard fact.

22415. There is less drunkenness than there is here —Yes. )

22416. And you attribute that to the fact that the public consume more light
wines and beer and less strong alcoholic liquors —Yes.

29417. Did you observe whether the tendency, in the countries where there is the
consumption of light wines and beer, is toward the consumption of alcoholic liquors I—
No, my experience would not justify the opinion that it leads to the other at all.

22418. You thought good might come from the encouragement of light wine and
beer, to the exclusion of the stronger liquors. Do you suppose it would be as easy or
easier to enforce a law providing for the selling of wine and beer as to enforce the pre-
sent law?—That I am not prepared to say. The efficacy of the whole thing is de-
pendent on the way it is carried out. As to whether it can be carried out or not, T
cannot say.

22419. You say the license law is carried out here better than it was some years
ago,—Yes.

22420. And it is a better law ?—A better law in that respect.

22421. Do you think the existence of a better license law to-day is due to the
growing feeling of the people in favour of a restriction of the trade 7—Yes.

22422, Do you think the secrecy of drinking is due to a sort of deference to public
Opinion {—1I think so.

22428, You believe, then, that temperance sentiment is growing and making itself
felt 7T believe, that, and if it is continued for a certain length of time, I am perfectly
satisfied in my own judgment whatever it is worth, that the day for prohibition will come.

22424. And you think that is desirable if it can be enforced !—Yes, but unless it
can be enforced, 1 do not see any use in it.
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22425. You referred to compensation to the slave owners. Were the slave traders
compensated —Not that T was aware of, I never heard of that.

22426, As a business man, have you observed the effect of the liquor trade on
other branches of trade, whether it is beneficial or injurious I never studied the ques-
tion from that point of view.

22427, You have stated that the effect on the social conditions of the community
is bad ?—Yes.

22428, But you have not observed whether the liquor trade is a menace to other
branches of trade or a benetit %—No, I never studied that part of the question.

By Mr. Clarke :

22429. Will you define what you mean by the expression given to the drink habit ?
—If a man has been accustomed to drinking until his whole system is affected and that
is continued from year to year, he certainly will not be as good a man as he was before
he began to drink.

22430. That is the definition yvou give =—That is what T mean.

22431. How far is Cote St. Antoine from the city of Montreal I—It adjoins it.
It is divided by just an imaginary line. It is the west end of the city.

22432, There are no taverns or restaurants there 7—Theve is not one in the Cote
that I am aware of.

22433, Is it a residential part of the city?—It is residential entirely and not
business. .

22434. Is there any prohibition against getting liquor in Montreal or having it
sent from Montreal there %—You can get all you like sent there, but I do not think there
is a place there where you can buy any liquor at all. T think their Act of incorporation
provides that no licenses shall be granted for the sale of spirituous liquors, and that
provision has been well carried out to my knowledge, and I know a good deal about
that part of the city. .

By the Chairman :

22435. There is a clause in the license law which gives power to refuse to issue
any licenses !—1T think it is in their Act of incorporation,

By Mr. Clarke :

22436. Are there any residential portions of the City of Montreal in which there
are no licenses and no liquor sold, such districts as Sherbrooke street ?-—I think there
is a large section of Cote St. Antoine Ward where there is no saloon or restaurant.’

22437, That is in the City of Montreal %—Yes, I think to the west of the Windsor
Hotel there is not such a thing as a saloon or a restaurant ; of course there are groceries
having grocery licenses. /

22438. T think you stated that during the present season only three men had been
discharged by the trust for the excessive use of liquor 7—To my knowledge.

22439. Are all your men total abstainers I—No.

22440. Would you consider that those who are not total abstainers are addicted to
the drink habit ; do you consider that taking a glass of heer a day is being addicted to
the drink babit %—Not at all.

22441. Such people are only those who drink to excess, I suppose !—1I should be
very sorry to say that a man who drinks a glass of beer or takes a glass of spirituous
liquor once or twice a day is incompetent to do his work.

22442. Would you say that he was addicted to the drink habit —Not at all.

22443. In your testimony you refer to those who drink to excess and abuse liquor ?
—Yes. ‘

22444, T understood you to say that prohibition would afford an absolute remedy,
if it could be applied, and it would suppress all evils that flow from the traflic —Yes.

22445. Do you think it is practicable to apply it?—Not at the present time. I
think public opinion is not educated up to the point of enforcing it; but in the course
of time, if the efforts now being made are continued for a few years, it is quite possible
that it will be feasible to enforce it.
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22446, Speaking of the present, what do you think would be the best course to
pursue in order to reduce to a minimum the evils that flow from the tratlic%—My
opinion is that if you impose a high license, and give some compstent authority the
power to enforce the law, to restrict the number of places in which liquor is sold and to
regulate the trade, it would be preparing the way for total prohibition.

22447, Would you favour a rigid inspection of the liquor sold in those licensed
places 7—1I think so; but I am not aware from my personal knowledge that there is any
adulteration practised.

22148. But the evidence given before this Commission shows that such is not the
case -—If there is adulteration, there should be a rigid inspection.

22449. We have had it in evidence that the vilest kinds of compounds are sold as
alcoholic beverages -—That may be so, but I cannot speak from personal experience.
At all events, if there is adulteration, there should be rigid inspection.

22450. You believe that the evils connected with the traflic can be remedied hy
adopting high license, by having the law rigidly enforced, by regulating the hours and
reducing the number of places where liquor is sold 7—Yes, with the view in the future
of having the people educated up to entire prohibition, if those means do not succeed.

~

MICHAEL P. RYAN, Collector of Customs, Montreal, on being duly sworn,
deposed as follows :—

By the Chairman :

22451, You ard at present the Collector of Customs. at the port of Montreal, I be-
lieve 2—Yes.

22452. How long have you held that office =—During the last 10 years.

22453. Prior to that time, "were you in business in Montreal t—I was in business
in Montreal for a number of years.

22454. T believe you represented an important district of the city for a number of
Years in Parliament ?—During 14 or 15 years.

22455. How long have you resided in this district +—52 years. ,

22456. Have you been at any time a large employer of labour?—I have been an
employer of labour for many years, but not to the same extent as during the last few
years in my compacity as Collector of Customs. During this time I have employed on
an average about 200 persons.

22457. Have you had much trouble with them on the score of intemperance ¢—Very
little indeed. :

22458, Do you think the people are more temperate now than they were ten years
ago?—T do. T think temperance principles prevail more extensively in Montreal now
among all classes. T remember 30 or 40 years ago men in high positions drank wine to
excess, and nothing was thought of it. If they did that now, they would be ostracised.

22459. You think few comparatively now overstep the bounds of moderation? —Very
few. We have very little trouble with the men we employ on the ground of intem-
perance. We would not retain them if they were addicted to drink to the least extent
to unfit them for the performance of their duty. During the number of years I have
held office T have been called upon to discharge not more than three or four individuals
annually for drunkenness, and we had to get rid of fully as many for dishonesty.

22460. Have you any regulation on the subject of temperance in your branch of
the public service —No, none whatever.

22461. You do not exact any conditions on the subject —No.

22462. But you do not keep intemperate men in the service I—No, if we know
they are intemperate.

* 22463. You naturally are in a position, being brought into contact a great deal
With labouring men on the wharfs and sailors and others employed in shipping, to give
an opinion on this subject? Do you thinkzgsxa.t the class to which I now refer are more
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temperate now than they were ten years ago{—1 think they are fully as temperate, if
not more so. This result arises in my opinion from the great moral agitation that has
been going on during recent years. Formerly it was quite common on New Year’s day
for every one to offer wine and other refreshments. The result was a great deal of in-
temperance, especially among young men. The clergy and women of every denomina-
tion set their faces against this practice, and the result was that it was eventually
abolished. Now we have nothing of this kind on New Year’s day, and the result is that
we seldom see a man under the influence of liquor on that day. That is the
most effectual way, according to my judgment, to bring about temperance, and ultima-
tely prohibition. I should be glad, as a temperance man, to see prohibition, if the
people were educated up to it ; but I do not think public opinion, and I have stated
this opinion on the platform and when I have been running at elections, is ripe for pro-
hibition, and I have declined to support the enactment of a prohibitory law on the
ground that public opinion was not prepared to enforce it.

22464. I believe you have taken a very active interest in temperance work for
many years!—Yes, I have been a temperance man for at least 25 years. I do not know
that I ever took a very active part, beyond endeavouring to increase moral effect by my
example. I do not go into the street and proclaim temperance, but I do all T can to
practise it, and we should all endeavour to get every man to practise temrperance. Tf
this were followed, there would be no need of the enactment of a prohibitory law, for
all would be temperate. '

22465. As to the quantities of spirituous liquors and wines brought into the port
of Montreal : has the quantity largely increased of late?—No; on the contrary, it has
decreased. I have had a statement prepared of the quantities of wiries and spirits im-
ported at the port of Montreal during the years 1887-8 and 1889, 90, 91 and 92. 1
find in every instance (with the exception of champagne) there has been a decrease,
less ale, beer, porter, spirits and wine imported than formerly. It is a remarkable fact
that while the quantity of champagne imported during 1887 was 11,543 dozen, it had
increased in 1892 to 13,660 dozen ; so the people at any rate must be in a better con-
dition financially as they are able to afford to drink an increased quantity of champagne. .

By Judge McDonald : -

29466. What was the value of the champagne 7-—In 1887-8, the value was 899,556,
while this year the value is $109,588. ’

By the Chairman :

22467. Had not the duty been increased between the two periods 7—Yes.

22468. Can you tell the Commissioners the increase? What was the duty in 1887-
88 1—1I cannot tell you.

22468a. Take spirituous liquors. Have the duties been increased on them %—Of
brandy, gin, rum and other spirituous liquors the quantity imported was 415,093 gallons,
in 1887-88, while this year the quantity is 349,441 gallons. '

22469. Then the quantity has decreased I—Yes, very materially.

22470. What was the value !—The value was $354,364 last year.

22471. What was the value in 1887-8 1—$317,214.

22472. Have you the figures in regard to the importation of beer 7—Yes, the im-
portations have fallen off very materially. That is, however, very easily accounted for.
The duty on beer and ale was increased very materially last year. Moreover, the result
has been that a larger quantity has been manufactured and sold here. The figures are
as follows:—Ale, beer and porter in 1887-88, 61,934 gallons, value $46,367 ; duty
$8,242. 1In 1891-2, 49,014 gallons, value $37,841 ; duty $9,288. The full statement is
as follows:—Ale, beer and porter in 1887-8, 61,934 gallons, value $46,367; duty
48,242, and in 1891-2, 49,014 gallons, value 837, 841 ; duty $9,288. Spirits in 1887-8,
415,093 gallons; value $317,214, duty, $557,496; and in 1891-2, 347,411 gallons;
value, $345,364 ; duty, $554,228. Wines, other than sparkling, in 1887-8, 309,443
gallons ; value $246,208, duty $143,652 ; and in 1891-2, 232,319 gallons ; value $204,-
606, duty $131,678. Champagne 1887-8, 11,543 dozens, value $99,556, duty, $49,578 ;
and in 1891-2, 13,660 dozens, value $109,588, duty $72,951.

MicuaeL P. Ryaw.
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" 22473. Can you tell the Commissioners if there is a large quantity of wine or

quor imported into Montreal which goes to other provinces 7—"I'here is a large quantity

- Which pays duty here and which is sold to other provinces, particularly to the Province

of Ontarjo. Tt is just the same in regard to other classes of goods such as dry-goods. T

“annot tell the exact quantity sold to other provinces, but it must be very considerable.

now that Ontario in Parliament sought to make out, through its representatives,that

at province paid ome-half of the duties collected at the port of Montreal. That I

::lll.n(.»t prepared to admit ; but if it be so, one-half of the spirits imported went to On-
rlo, )

22474. Will you please explain to the Commissioners the system on which the
ness is carried on. A large importation comes to Montreal by vessel ; it is con-
Signed to a house in Toronto ; does it pass through in bond -—Yes, the customs duties
Would he collected in Toronto. ’

bug;

. 22475, TIs that the practice.in regard to goods consigned to all places where there
18 a port of entry —Yes, but some people in Ontario find it more convenient to come
ontreal, and they can absolutely buy goods at a cheaper rate here than if they im-
Port them themselves.
22476. Goods which have paid duty here ¢—Yes, o which the duty has been paid
Y the importers. .

22477. But I suppose liquors coming to Montreal and forwarded to Ontario are
Sen in bond to places which are ports of entry %—Yes, I believe they are.

" 22478. And I suppose those shipped duty paid are principally sent to a place along
the frontier line between Quebec and Ontario?—As a fact I can recall isolated cases
¥hen Toronto men, who did a very large business and no doubt brought large quanti-
188 of goods into Toronto, at the same time bought goods in Montreal, wines and
Spirits, and found it advantageous to do so.

22479. 1 suppose they were influenced to some extent in that action by the fact
th’?«t the agents of European houses are located here 7—Yes. I desire to say that in my
9Pinion there is very much less drunkenness now than there was ten years ago. Then
1 was a common thing for an individual to buy a gallon or.two of rum, and if he dves
50 now, it is an exception to the rule.

22480. Is there any channel through which the Commissioners could ascertain the
Quantity of liquor transferred to Ontario and other points —Not that I know of.

b 22481. Having been in business in Montreal so long, and having been so intimately
orought into contact with all classes of the community, can you tell the Commissioners
i the present license laws are efficient for the purpose for which they were designed ¢—
elieve the present license law is very good ; but it can be still further improved by
"ducing the number of licenses, for there are certainly more licenses granted than are
Decessary. A large number of licensed houses has a tendency to encourage treating.
ake the case of a man who asks John Smith to come and have a drink. Smith asks
Where they will have to go to get it. The answer is that they will have to go a mile or
alf a mile. They may not have time to go, and therefore do not get a drink ; but if
ere is a saloon within a block or two, they will go there. That is one reason why, in
My opinion, the number of licenses, which is at present entirely excessive, should be
uced. ,
22482. Then you would advocate a reduction in the number of licenses —Yes.
22483. Do you think the license fee too high, or would you increase the license
®81—T would increase the fee if it would have the effect of reducing the number.
22484. Do you think any improvement would result from licensing the sale of
8 and beers, apart from spirits —Yes, if it could be successfully carried out, but I
¥ afraid you would be simply opening the door to other trouble. If the number of
Censes were reduced, drinking should be reduced to a minimum, but unfortunately
n re are many men who sell without licenses. That is one of the great troubles con-
ected with this question.
thi 22485. Do you think there are a large number of unlicensed sellers ?—Yes, but I
i(:nk they are diminishing, owing to the energetic action of the temperance organiza-
i N3, and by the exercise of greater vigilance on the part of the local authorities and of
® Provincial Government.

Wine,
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22486. Do you think the authorities are vigilant in enforcing the law }—1I think
they are at the present time, but this action is an improvement on the past.

22487. Do you consider the present system, under which the Police Magistrates
and Recorder grant licenses, an improvement over the old system by which the Council
granted licenses —Decidedly. [ think that was the very worst system possible. Even
now when a licensed seller is fined, he goes to the Councillor for his ward and seeks to
obtain his influegge to get him relieved from the payment of the fine.

22488, The Judge of Sessions and also the Recorder have stated that they desire
to see the law altered so as not to leave them any option in dealing with liquor cases?
—That would be better.

224R89. They desire the law to provide that on breaches taking place their duty
shall be definitely defined -Yes. .

22490. Have you had any experience in regard to counties where the Scott Act
has been in force, or districts where local option has been in force 7—No.

22491. Do you know anything about CoteSt. Antoine?!—Yes, and the system to which
Mr. Bulmer has referred. Tt is a notorious fact that there is no saloon within the limits of
Cote St. Antoine, and it is more orderly and better organized than any portion of the city.
Where I am now living, in St. Heéri, when T first went there no saloon was established
within a mile of my house, but now there are three or four on the same street, and one
of the most disorderly houses formerly is now fortunately turned into a school.

22492. Are not the residents of Cote St. Antoine principally people who are engaged
in business in the city 7—Yes.

22493. Isthere any number of large manufactories in the district 7—I am not aware
there are any, nnt to any extent at all events.

22494. And the householders are men, I suppose, who are in official positions and
are engaged in private business ?—Yes,

22495. Does it differ largely with respect to the position it occupies towards the
liquor traffic from the west end of Montreal 7—Yes, because there are no licenses granted
at Cote St. Antoine,

22496. In regard to the western section of Montreal, along Sherbrooke Street,
although there is no prohibition, is not that district practically in the same position —
It is practically in the same position, owing to the fact that, from the temperance senti-
ment prevailing, when a license petition is circulated, the people at once oppose the
granting of the desired license.

22497. You are no doubt aware that under the law in the Province of Quebec a
parish can adopt prohibition I am aware of it.

22498. And thatin the Province of Quebec, there are over 200 parishes which have
voted that they will not permit a license to be issued t—Yes.

22499. Would it be an advantage to permit the same law to be applied in such cities
as Montreal and Quebec?—I doubt it very much at the present moment, because public
opinion is not yet sufficiently educated. No doubt public opinion has increased very
materially in favour of temperance, but I doubt the applicability of this system to the
cities you have mentioned.

22500. On the general question as between a license system and prohibition, t0
which would you give preference ? By prohibition I mean the total exclusion of liquor
from the country and the suppression of its manufacture in the country ?— At the present
moment I am not in favour of prohibition. The fact is I do not believe that the publio
opinion of the country is prepared to carry it out, although I think it is prepared to0
accept a more rigid license law than prevails at present, andalsoto effectually carry it out.
Even the saloon keepers themselves—and I have spoken to several of them on the subject
—are in favour of a more stringent license law. There is another question, and it is in
regard to the effect of liquor on some people. In former days if a man got drunk, he
was supposed to get over it quickly, and it did not do him much harm ; now if a man
gets under the influence of liquor, it seems to drive him crazy.

By Mr. Clarke :

22501. To what do you attribute that condition ?—To the deterioration of liquor,
to the fact that the liquor is not what it should be ; I cannot attribute it to anything else.
MicHAEL P. Ryax.
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By the Chairman :

22502. Is there, to your knowledge, any inspection of liquor carried on ¢—Not that
am aware of. The Government have an inspection of articles of food, but I am not
aware that they inspect liquors.
22503. Do you think an indgpection of liquors would be beneficial I—Yes; it would
0o doubt have a beneficial effect.

By Judge McDonald :

22504. Is there not a provisiop in the law for inspection #-—It is possible, but I am
ot aware of it.

. 22505. You are aware that it is not carried out?—Yes. I know that Mr. Curran
In Parliament has referred to the fact, and has taken a strong position with respect to
the desirability of the inspection of liquor.

. 22506. I think Mr. Curran spoke in Parliament of the fact that there is inspection
in Montreal —He is not in favour of total prohibition.

22507. But he spoke of the different officials employed +—Quite so.

. 22508. Do you think adulteration is practised in regard to the manufacture of
liquor 1—Yes,

22509. Should there be a limitation of the number of licenses issued —Yes.

. 22510. Should there be a separation of the sale of groceries from the sale of

1quor 7—I agree with that suggestion. .

_ 22511. Reference has been made to the temptation afforded to women to buy

lquor at groceries !-—1I consider that to be one of the evils that arises from the present
System. Women are known to go into groceries where liquor is sold and obtain it,
While, of course, they could not enter a saloon. At the grocery they can buy half a
Pint of liquor and take it home.

22512. Do you favour, then, the total separation of the sale of liquor and groceries ¢
—Yes, the total separation.

22513. You have referred to the manner in which the saloons have been increasing
In number in the street on which you reside yourself ! —Yes.

22514. Is there not objection raised on the part of the people in the residential
£0!‘ti0ns of the city to the establishment of saloons there?—Yes, especially among the

‘etter class. Although it is necessary to obtain twenty-five or thirty signatures to a

lcense petition within a certain area, they can always be obtained, and as the law now
Stands, there is scarcely anything to be done by the Commissioners except grant the
license asked for, unless a counter-petition is put in by opponent$ to the application.

22515. So when you find that in certain residential parts of the city there are
Many saloons, it is not apparent that the people have not a strong objection to them, or
an equally strong objection to that manifested in other sections I—Of course.

22516. In regard to the question of the use of liquor, taking things as they are, do
You think prohibition can be successfully carried out ?-—No.

22517. What do you think of the proposal to endeavour to change the drinking
abits of the people by inducing them to drink light wines and ale instead of spirits !—
think it would be advisable, if we could succeed in inducing the people to do so.

. 22518. Do you think it would be a good thing?—Yes. There has apparently very
little evil arisen from drinking in France, but I have been informed recently that the
People are-becoming addicted to the use of absinthe.

22519. You have, no doubt, also heard that, owing to the destructionof the vine-
Jards by phylloxera, the supply of wine has become diminished and is dearer, and is,
therefore, now out of the reach of a great many people —No doubt.

7 22520. Have you been in the State of Maine!—I have, but I cannot speak in
Tegard to that State. I believe liquor is to be obtained there, and I have known parties
> obtain it. I have recently been in New Jersey, in a portion of which there is pro-
ibition and no licenses are granted ; but I found liquor sold openly. Raids were made
On one or two places while I was there, and the violators of the law were fined.

22521. Having considered this question, have you any suggestions to submit to the

Ommission %—The only suggestion I have to make is that the number of licenses should
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be reduced and better enforcement of the law secured, and the total suppression, if possible,
of places selling liquor without licenses ; and, still further, the total separation of the
sale of liquor from the sale of groceries. )

22522, 1 presume you desire a strict enforcement of the law in regard to sale t0
minors 7—Yes.

22523, You have referred to Mr. Curran having spoken of this matter in the House
of Commons #—Yes.

22524. T remember reading in his speech that he complained that in making in-
spections in Montreal of samples submitted to the Dominion Analyst, it appeared that
samples had only been taken at houses of the highest respectability and not at lo¥
places I—Quite so.

23525, Do you remember the names of any of the places at which samples wer€
taken %-—No. In order to secure efficient inspection, samples should be taken indiscrt-
minately from saloons and other drinking places, on the same plan as is followed in
regard to articles of food. Tf you go into a leading house, such as Mr. Chapman’s, you
would not expect to find adulterated liquor there.

22526. Do you know anything of the working of Sohmer Park here?—No, I am
not aware there is any liquor sold there ; T think I saw ale or lager beer sold there on
one occasion.

By the Chairman :

22527. Given the respectable hotel, given the saloon, say that they are both bad if
you like, which do you consider the more pernicious —The respectable hotel is, to &
certain extent, a necessity, whereas there is no necessity for the saloon.

‘ 22528. And how is it in regard to its influence —Its influence is very much worse;
I mean the influence of the saloon.

By Mr. Clarke :

22529. You think the influence of the saloon is more injurious?—Yes.

22530. Is there any reason for continuing the existence of the saloon %—No. I
believe the proprietors are endeavouring to make it appear to the Commissioners that
under the law they have to supply people with meals; but in one-half of the places yo¥
could not get a meal for love or money.

22531. With regard to the corner grocery, of which we have heard a good deal:
would it be advisable, in your opinion, to stop the sale of liquor in groceries -—A despe
rate effort was made to do this, and the impression prevailed that there was a separation
of the sale of liquor and groceries to the extent that liquor was not allowed to be sol
in the same place, and under a recent law of the Quebec Legislature these dealers aré
only allowed to sell by the bottle. If there is not such a separation, there ought
to be.

22532, T believe they are not allowed to sell less than three half pints?—Yes, but
they do so. . '

22533. If the saloons were shut up, these places not being bona fide restaurants an
no provision being made for the travelling public, if the right to sell liquor were
taken away from groceries and shop licenses were substituted therefor, would that create
a better state of things 7—1I think so decidedly, there is no question about it.

22534. Would you favour a change in the law to bring about that condition of
things #—Yes.

22535. Arve there any suggestions with respect to increase in license fees or other
matters you wish to submnit to the Commission ?—Nothing further.

22536. Do you think those amendments in the law would produce better results
than an attempt to enforce prohibition 7-—Yes, if the law were so amended, it woul
have such satisfactory results as would satisfy even extreme temperance men. "I have
always differed from them on this ground : They say liquor in itself is an evil. I say
liquor is not an evil, and that it is only when' it is abused that it becomes an evil:
Still we must admit that two-thirds of the crime and poverty arise from the use ©
drink.

Micuaen P. Ryaw.
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By Mr. Gigault :

22537. Do you believe smuggled liquor finds its way to Montreal I—I believe some
of it has done so, but it is a notorious fact that since the duty on liquors was increased,
there has been a larger quantity of liquor smuggled in the lower St. Lawrence.

22538, Do you believe that a large portion of that smuggled liquor finds its way
to Montreal 2—Some is brought to Quebec and resold. With a frontier extending
thousands of miles there is sure to be smuggling in whisky as well as in coal oil ; and
if we had prohibition here, and prohibition did not prevail in the United States, there
would be smuggling going on over the whole of that frontier to a very large extent.
Canada would need an army as large as that of Russia to prevent it.

By Mr. Clarke :

22539. With respect to the duties : when were the increased duties imposed ¢—
There was +ome slight increase last year, and the duty on spirits was increased 12} cents
per gallon, which was as much as the Government thought it could stand. That was
in 1888 I think.

22540. It is difficult to understand these statistics. The imports steadily increased
in 1887, 1888 and 1889. Then they dropped, so far as regards spirits, brandy, gin and
rum ?—Yes, and all last year too.

22541. After this duty was changed, half as much again of champagne was brought
in, 23,294 dozens in 1890-91, as against 17,000 in 1889, and 10,816 in 1888 7—Yes.

22542. Have you any theory on which to account for these changes?—No. The
country seems to be more prosperous and the people better able to consume champagne.

232543. Do you think we imported more tea and sugar at the same time ?—Yes.

22544. The importation of champagne appears to have increased in 1891 to 31,000
dozen, as compared with 23,294 in 1890-91 —Yes, there was considerable increase in
nearly all the imports.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22545. T think you have said that the officers of the city are more vigorousin their
efforts to enforce the license law now than previously —I think so. I judge this by
the fact that occasionally I see an offender has been brought up for violating the law.
Further, now the fines are exacted. Formerly offenders would be brought up and
punished, but the fines would not be exacted.

22546. Do you think that this greater vigilance in exacting fines is due to any-
Han ge in public feeling towards the liquor trade %—I think partially so.

23547. Was that change in public feeling brought about largely by religious and
moral teaching —Altogether.

22548. Do you think in its train there comes increased vigilance —The increased
vigilance arises in a measure from that teaching.

22549. Do you think that this helps to create public sentiment to a still greater
degree?—No doubt. When an officer tinds he is successful in performing his duty and
that the public sustain him, he will be more vigilant in the future.

22550. That is all in confirmation of your statement that there is a steady increase
in public sentiment on this question !-—Yes, any one must admit that.

22551, Reference has been made to the absence of saloons in certain residential
portions of the city. Do you think a saloon in a residential part of the city is a greater
evil than a saloon in the midst of a factory district where there are a large number of
employees +—I do not think so. I think it is injurious in both places, but the people
in the factory districts do not bring public opinion to bear as strongly as do the people
in the residential sections. The applicants for licenses get up counter-petitions, and so
the fight is attended with great expense, which is not exactly fair to impose on the
temperance people.

22552. You have spoken of a case in which a very strong attempt was made to
establish a saloon in the vicinity of your own residence, which was prevented {—Yes.

22553. Was that prevented owing to the action of a majority of the voters in the
district 9—Yes.
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By the Chatrman :

23554. Would a saloon-keeper desire to obtain a license in a residential portion of
the city -—They have made several attempts to obtain licenses on St. Catharine Street.

22455. Do they really desire to have saloons there %-—Yes, I am inclined to think
so. They have been fighting for one on Academy Street, near University.

22556. There are a lot of shops and business houses there, I believe ; but do you
think these people desire to obtain licenses for the part of the city west of Mountain
Street 9—Yes, and if saloons were established there I am inclined to believe they would
get some patronage. People would drop in at night. Tt is better not to have them.

23557. Whether they made application or not, and whether it was necessary for
people to oppose the applications or not, do you think that the business would be such
or would be so profitable as to make it an object to any one to establish saloons there !
—Not perhaps in the extreme west, but several applications have already been made, as
1 have said, for licenses on St. Catharine Street.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

23558. 1 think when you began to live where you are, you said there was no saloon
there then %—No, nor within one mile. They have crept up, and are now certainly
within half a mile.

22559. And each one does business 7—They seem to live.

By Mr. Clarke :

22560. Has there been an increase in population?—There has not been much increase.

22561. Has there been any increase 7—Nothing remarkable. ‘

22562. Do the people in the neighbourhood drink more now that saloons have been
established in the neighbourhood ?—The license is pretty high, and it is a wonder to me
how they exist.

22563. We can hardly reconcile that statement with your remark that the popula-
tion there was not rapidly increasing. If the population were rapidly increasing we
could understand it %—1In that neighbourhood the number of employees has increased
very rapidly.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22564. Do you think it would be better, if instead of requiring an applicant to
obtain the signatures of the twenty-five persons, he were required to obtain the signatures
of a majority of the voters in the district ?—1I think so.

22565. Do you think it would be fairer than placing the burden on those who wint
to prevent the issue of the license %—Of course T think it would be an additional safe-
guard and another obstacle in the way.

22566. Reference has been made to the hotel bar versus the saloon bar. I think
you have said it would be well to close the saloon bar %—Yes.

23567. Do you think the closing of the saloon bar, while the hotel bar was allowed
to remain open, would be a kind of class legislation —I do not think it would.

22568. Does not one class of people go tg the hotel and another to the saloon '—
Yes, but the class who go to the saloon, if They want liquor of any kind, will get it.
The men who go to the hotels never think of going to the saloons. ’

22569. Would that be class legislation, inasmuch as it would prevent men who
prefer to go to the saloon bar and get the glass of liquor that is sold there, obtaining it,
while at the same time it would not prevent men going to the hotel bar ¢ As a matter
of fact, do the hotel bars sell to whoever comes, and not confine their sale to guests !—
They do unquestionably, they sell to every man except to a man under the influence of
liquor, and they are not likely to sell to minors.

By Mr. Clarke:

22570. Then there would be no class legislation if all were permitted to go to
hotel bars —Nao.
MicHAEL P. Ryan.
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By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22571. Would that not be giving a monopoly to hotel bars? Is there not a class
of people who prefer to go to the hotels, and another who prefer to go to the saloons?
—1 do not know.

By Mr. Clarke :

22572, It has not been established that people prefer to go to the saloon bar
instead of to the hotel bar —I am of the opinion that the restaurants where we take
lunch down town every day are increasing year by year. So, obviously, a great
Mmajority of the people, of the mercantile people, at all events, take lunch down town.
These people go there, and they do not go to the saloons. If they go to a restaurant,
they can order something to eat and something to drink as well. I would have these
restaurant keepers permitted to continue to sell liquor.

22573. Are there plenty of respectable restaurants where gentlemen can go and
get meals, and where liquor is not sold 7—Not many.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod

22574. 1 understand you to say there are saloons that are not desirable —Yes. I
do not think there is any necessity for them.

22575. Given the respectable hotel and given the saloon, which do you think is
preferable —1I think of the two evils choose the least ; I choose the hotel.

22576. What I want to ascertain is whether this is not after all a sort of class legis-
lation, in that it makes it difficult to get drink by the man who is in the habit of going
to a saloon, and who prefers the kind of liquor that is sold there ?—It would be wider
legislation.

By Mr. Clarke :

22577. Now, could it be class legislation to close up the saloons I—All would he
treated alike. e

22578, How would it be class legislation? If so, would they not start a hotel or
restaurant 2—The primary object is to reduce the number. If possible you might add
to the responsibility by increasing the license fee. I do not know about that. Some
now claim it is too high, but it never should be reduced.

22579. About increasing the license fee, is this a fact, that increased smuggling
Places an increase of taxes on the people who prefer to go to the hotel bars 7—1It is
possible. The same argument would apply to duties on spirits.

22580. I suppose all the taxes come out of the consumers!—Yes, but people
think they could stand that. People think it would stop intemperance if the price of
all liquor was increased to %3 a gallon. /
. 22581. You have expressed yourself strongly for prohibition when the sentiment of

the people demands it — Yes.

22582, And you think that sentiment is turning in that direction rapidly and
strongly 9—Yes.

29583, As a Customs official, do you find it diflicult to enforce the revenue laws?
—No. ‘

225%4. But I suppose there are constant violations +—Yes.

29585, Some that are discovered and some that you never know ?——That is human
Dature, ‘The only harm some people think about evading the law is the harm of being
ound out

22586. Do you think general prohibition would be more ditticult to enforce if there
Wwere officials provided to enforce it, as there are to enforce the revenue laws —1 think
1t would be very much more difficult.

22587. Why %—1I have nothing to do with the revenue laws. But in one case you are
dea.ling with the human nature of people, whereas in regard to prohibition you are dealing
With the whole public, and therefore the staff of ofticials you would have to employ would

ave to he very largely increased.

22588, Of course there would be violations 7—Yes,
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22589, As there are violations of the Customs laws at present —The only violations
we have are by people who pass goods at less than cost. Goods come in separately and
have to be accounted for. They sometimes cheat us by producing fraudulent invoices
and getting them passed, but sometimes they are caught. )

22590. You expect more or less of that kind of fraud, do you not, and yet at the
same time you adopt measures to catch the parties?—Yes.

22591. You detect them in the fraud sometimes —Yes.

22592, T understood you to say that, in your opinion, the condition of the people
would be better if there was a prohibitory law ; but you think that unless public opin-
ion was very strongly in its favecur, it could not be enforced ?—It would be next to
impossible to enforce it.

22593. What would be the result on the temperance cause of the passage of a prohi-
bitory law if it were found impossible to enforce it ?—It would have a very immoral and
bad etfect on the people.

22594. The moral effect of having a law on the statute-book that is not obeyed is
bad, T suppose I—7Yes.

22595. You have stated that of the two Bars, the saloon bar and the hotel bar, the
saloon bar is, in your opinion, the more injurious %—Yes.

22596. Can you conceive, as a temperance man, why it should be urged that the
hotel bar should be closed and the saloon bar allowed to remain open ?—-I cannot conceive
why this should be argued, judging the question from my standpoint.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22597. Here is a case. On St. James Street there is the St. Lawrence Hall on one
side and Freeman’s on the other, both of which are well patronized: in your opinion
which is the more patronized 7—T have not the slightest idea.

22598. Is not Freeman’s a popular resort 7-——Yes, it is an eating house.

22599. And is not the St. Lawrence Hall popular 7—Yes.

22600. As between the two, which would it be hetter to close—neither of them
coming under the category of the saloon ?—-Neither should be closed.

By Mr. Clarke :

22601. One is a restaurant and the other is a hotel, I believe?—Yes. But there
are half a dozen places probably on the same street that are simple saloons, and which
do not furnish meals, and they might be closed. On St. Francis Xavier Street there
are four, five or six.

By the Chairman :

22602-3. Would you make it a condition of granting a license that the proprietors of
houses' should provide meals 7—Yes, and it would still be better if they supplied beds to
‘travellers,

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22604. Then you would not grant licenses to places except they provided food and
lodging 11 think so. The law at present contains this provision, but it is not carried out-

22605. Why do you think it preferable that a place where lodging and meals are
provided is better than a place where beer is sold and nothing else +—Of course it 18
preferable. ..

22606. Some people contend this: that a young man goes to a hotel on the pre-
tense of seeing a guest or reading the newspapers, and under cover of this pretense he
goes there to drink, whereas if a man goes to a saloon pure and simple, every one knows
he goes there to drink and nothing else —My impression is that that is only an excep-
tion to the general rule. T think the general rule is the other way.

By Mr. Clavke :

22607. Do you think the people would still get drink even if they did not go to the
hotel bar? It is contended that at our most respectable hotels, such as the Windsor,
young men go there at night, and that this tendency may be demoralizing %—1I am not
aware of it.

MicHagL P. Ryan.
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22608, That is said of hotels in general —The St. Lawrence Hall is the very oppo-
site, because after six o’clock the people are up town. I would apply early closing to all
the hotels down town.

22609. Speaking of the law being flagrantly violated and the demoralizing effects
that follow, I desire to ask you this question: Does the persistent and continuous viola-
tion of the customs and other laws demoralize the people and bring into contempt those
laws It has that effect.

22610. Ts the customs law persistently and flagrantly violated +—No.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22611. We have heard of smuggling on the St. Lawrence —That is an exception.
‘We have only heard of that to any great extent within the last year, and the Govern-
ment have incurred a large expenditure on two vessels for the service and they have now
stopped it.

22612. Then those laws were being violated, and in order to enforce them the Go-
vernment set themselves earnestly to work to enforce the law, and adopted extraordinary
measures to do so?—Yes.

22613. Would not the same thing be true in regard to enforcing a prohibition law ?
—TIt might. :

By the Chairman :

22614. In that one case an effort was made to stop smuggling and to punish the
smuggler{—Yes.

22615. Do you apprehend that smuggling wouid still go on if a prohibitory law
were enacted !—Yes.

22616. Might not such a law, if placed on the statute-book, be found to be unsup-
ported by the bulk of the people?—Yes.

22617. Would not the effect of having a law on the statute-book, which the people
openly disregarded, he demoralizing '—That is my position exactly.

By Rev. Dr. MecLeod :

22618. But in your opinion if prohibition could be enforced, it would be a great
blessing I—Yes, no doubt about it, and I should be very glad to see it.

The Commission adjourned.
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MONTREAL, September 13th,’1892.
The Royal Commission met this day, Sir Josepa Hicksoxn, Chairman, presiding.

Present -

Jupce McDoNaLD. Mgr. E. F. CLARKE.
REev. Dr. McLEob. Mr. G. A. GicavuLT.

EDWARD ARTHUR 8r. GEORGE HUGHES, Chief of Police, Montreal,
on being duly sworn, deposed as follows :—

By the Chavrman :

22619. How long have you held the office of Chief of Police %—Four years and six
months.

22620. Are you a native of Montreal -—No ; I was born at Three Rivers.

22621. How long have you lived in the neighbourhood of Montreal %—Twenty-two

ears.
y 22622. How many men have you under your charge ¢—Three hundred and seventy-
four all told, officers and men. : :

22623. Do you take your instructions from a committee of the City Council?—7Yes;
from a committee called the Police Committee.

22624. That committee is composed of how many members I—Seven members.

22625. Is it a part of the duty of the police to look after the closing of places for
selling liquor on Sunday, or after hours ?—Yes ; it is a part of their duty.

22626. Do you find many cases where the by-laws of the city are infringed in that
respect +—Not a great many, but still I think two years ago there were seventy-two
fined in the Recorder’s Court for selling liquor on Sunday and after hours. Last year
that number was reduced ; I think there were about forty cases dealt with last year.

22627. To what do you attribute the reduction 7—I attribute it to the fact that the
Magistrates have been saying for a long time they would initial the certificate in case of
a second offence. '

22628. You mean, initial the license ?—Yes; and this year shows a considerable
improvement. There are fewer cases than there were.

22629. From your observation, is there less drunkenness in the city than there was
a few years ago !—Decidedly so.

22630. You think there is a falling off?—Yes. The other day I was consulting
the police books, and I found that in 1866, 1867 and 1868 there were more arrests for
-drunkenness than there are now.

22631. C'an you give us the figures?—Yes.

22632, Can you give the arrests for 1866 -—Yes ; I will furnish the figures. There
was a large number of arrests at that time, which was due to the troops being here.

22633. Can you give us the statistics for ten years %—Yes, I will furnish them.

22634. Is the license law better observed now than it was five or six years ago?!—
I think so.

22635. Are there many places where liquor is being sold without a license —Un-
doubtedly there are some, but not a very large number.

22636. Do you think they have increased or decreased ?—1I think they are on the
decrease.

22637. Whose duty is it to look after such places%—There is a police called the
Revenue Police specially appointed for that purpose by the Provincial Government.
They are appointed and paid by the Provincial Government. Of course, it is the duty
E. A. St. Georce HucHes.
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also of the municipal police to look after those places all the same. The fact is, we
have about ten men employed all the time, under the surveillance clause, going around
trying to find out cases of that kind—the illicit sale of liquor.

22638. In the interest of the city !—Yes, they belong to the municipal police.

22639. How many men are there in the provincial force 7—1I think about ten men.

22640. Under whose supervision —Under the supervision of the Chief.

22641. Who is the Chief I—TLouis Chevallier.

22642. Are they in plain clothes or in uniform ?—I have not seen them in uniform
this year ; last year I met them sometimes in uniform. )

22643. Do you arrest persons whom you find on the streets in a state of intoxica-
tion, if they are not disorderly I—1If they can say where they live, they are sent home.

22644, If they are disorderly, what becomes of them !—They are taken to police
quarters.

22645. And a certain number of persons are found, I suppose, in the streets in a
destitute condition: are they sent down to jail %-—Yes, for it is the only place we have.

22646. Is there a large number of such cases?—There is quite a number, especially
old people, old men and old women.

22647. From your observation and knowledge, are they generally people who have
given way to intemperance {—In a large number, in the majority of cases.

22648. There are other causes than those, I suppose 7—Other causes are old age,
general infirmity and the fact that they are unable to work. They are arrested as
vagrants and brought before the Recorder, and they are fined one dollar or three months
in jail. They go to jail, and when they come out the same thing is repeated.

22649. If there wasa poor house in the city they would be sent there, I suppose ?
—Exactly.

2265}2). Can you tell the Commission if Sohmer Park has a spirit license %—I have
been informed by the City Attorney that it has obtained a special license from the city.

22651. Do you know the character of it 7—No.

22652. Have the police often apprehended persons there for causing a disturb-
ance of the peace —No. .

22653. Are there irregularities of any kind there —There may have been, but
there have been very few cases of the kind. If I remember well, during three years
there has only been one case before the Recorder in which the man declared he had got
liquor at Sohmer Park. There may have been other cases, but to my knowledge there
has been only one in three years.

22654. Was it brought before the Recorder by the city police I—By the city police.
The man was arrested for being drunk and disorderly, and the Recorder asked him
where he got the liquor, and he said at Sohmer Park. That occurred two years ago.

22655. Would it, in your opinion, be an improvement in the direction of curtailing
intemperance if the number of licensed places was reduced in the city %—Very surely.

22656. What class of licensed establishments do you think might, with advantage,
be reduced 7—The lowest class. For instance, within one hundred yards of the City
Hall, on a certain street, I counted nine saloons within a distance of three hundred
yards. I do not believe out of the nine a man could get a meal in any one of them.

22657. You think it would be an advantage to curtail the number of those restau-
rants, so-called, but which are really saloons % —My opinion is that no one should have
ahlicem_e without giving proper accommodation to the public, meals and everything of
that kind. , .

22658. What do you. call proper accommodation —If a man goes into a restaurant
he should be able to get a meal.

22659. Would you compel the keepers of restaurants to provide sleeping accommo-
dation 7—I do not know about that. The best restaurants in the city do not provide
any lodging.

22660. Is it obligatory that they should supply meals ?—Exactly so, but they do
not. :
22661. Have you ever had any experience in a district where prohibition was in
force, either a parish or a county #—Yes,

22662. Will you tell the Commission where that was %—In Drummond County.
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22663-64. Did you live in Drummond County —Yes, but at that time there was no
prohibitory law, the Scott Att was not in force at that time. I have been there since,
four or five years ago. Some years ago I also had experience in' the County of Missis-
quoi during election times.

232665. Were you living in Drummond ?—No ; I went there during election
times.

22666. You say you were in the County of Drummond during an election ¢—Yes.

22667. How long ago was it 7—I cannot say exactly ; I think it was in 1886.

22668. And the Scott Act was then in force 7—Yes. I know. that no liquor was
supposed to be sold at that time in the county.

22669. From your observation was liquor sold ?—Yes, I think there was; I know
there was.

22670. Did any case come under your notice?—I know that we were a party of
eight or ten from the city, and I never saw a man refused liquor who asked for it.

22671. Was that in the hotels?—Yes, that was in the hotels.

22672. I was asking you with regard to Drummond County 9 Yes.

22673. Was any effort made to prevent the sale?—I was there only a very short
time. I went there on Saturday and came back on Monday.

22674, Did it seem to be understood that the parties could sell with impunity ?—
That is more than I could say ; the only thing I remarked was that liquor was sold,
that it could be had.

22675. Do you mean sold quite openly ?--Not at a bar, but in the rooms.

22676. With respect to the County of Missisquoi, what have you to say?—I was
there in 1878 or 1879, and I had the same experience there.

22677. Was that during election time ?—Yes.

22678. Do you think it would be an advantage if the citizens of Montreal were
given the same privilege as people in the counties, to determine whether or not licenses
should be issued in certain districts ?—1 think so.

22679. And be able to determine this by a majority 7—1I think so.

22680. T am speaking with respect to the local option law, which gives parishes
the right to determine whether they will issue licenses or not—Yes ; I think it would
be a very good measure.

22681. Would you allow the people of Montreal and Quebec this privilege —The
same privilege as the others.

22682, At present, we understand, licenses are issued in Montreal by a Commis-
sion composed of the Police Magistrate and the Recorder I—Two Police Magistrates
and the Recorder.

22683, And the applicant presents a petition signed by twenty-five residents }—-
Twenty-five voters.

22684. And we understand a license is granted unless there is opposition 1-—Unless
there is opposition from the majority of the taxpayers and voters of the polling district
in which the house is situated.

292685, If a majority of the residents in a polling district petition against the
application,we understand it cannot be granted ?—That is the case.

22686. The Commissioners have no power then to grant it —No. .

22687. Do you think it would be an advantage if the districts of the city had the same
right as the parishes, to vote prohibition if they thought proper —That would be a very

. difficult matter, because there are 500 or 600 polling districts.

22688. Would you divide the city, or would you give that right to the people of
the city as a whole %—If you gave a polling district the option of refusing licenses there,
the applicant would be likely to go to the next district and get a license, and that poll-
ing district might not be more in size than a quarter of a mile.

22689. Then would you consider it an improvement if the citizens of Montreal were
allowed to determine by a certain majority whether they would have licenses issued in
the city or not?—I believe it would be a good thing, but I hardly think it could be
done. )

22690. I am speaking in regard to some system that would be an improvement on
the present license system. I understood you thought that the citizens of Montreal

E. A. St. Georck HucHEs.
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should have the same power as the citizens of a municipality or parish in regard to
granting licenses, and that this would be an improvement I—Yes.

22691. I was speaking with respect to local prohibition, which has been adopted in
Tany districts in the province %-—Yes, I understand.

22692. Do I understand that you think it would be an improvement to give the
People of Montreal that right in regard to polling districts, or otherwise %—No, my own
idea would be to have a vote taken by electoral districts the same as in counties,

22693. The vote taken in each electoral district —Yes. :

22694. You would give each electoral district the power {—Yes.

22695. From your observation and experience, do you think a general prohibitory
law is desirable, a law enacted by the Dominion Parliament, prohibiting the importation,
Mmanufacture and sale of intoxicants, except for medicinal, mechanical and sacramental
Purposes —1 do not think so.

22696. You think it is not desirable I—1It is not desirable.

22697. Will you please state the ground on which you base that opinion?—It is
that it would be almost impossible to enforce the law. It would take an army of revenue
Officers to look after its proper observance, and even then it could not really be done. I
have had a very late experience. I was in the State of Maine two weeks ago. There
Is a prohibitory law in that State, and all the liquor that people want they can get in
the hotels, although they have a very strict law, and the punishment is imprisonment

or three months for a man who sells liquor. A man, however, who wants liquor in any
Place where I went, could get it, and it was rank poison at that.

22698. Tt was bad liquor —Yes.

22699. Was that in the city of Portland, or where t—It was at Old Orchard Beach.

22700. Then you are opposed to a general prohibitory law on the ground that it
¢ould not be carried out — Yes.

22701. Do you object to it on the principle that one man should not be allowed to
dictate to another by vote what he should drink 2—No. .

232702. Do you think the majority in such a case should govern !-—Yes, the majority
should govern.

22703. Will you tell the Commission if there is any general inspection of liquors
that are vended in the city 7—I have been told so, but I question it very much. T think
there is an awful lot of bad stuff sold here.

22704. Is it sold by the licensed vendors?—Yes, by the licensed vendors.

. 22705. Is any portion sold by the unlicensed vendors, or those who are selling
licitly ?—Very likely.

By Judge McDonald :

22706. We understand that the provincial or revenug police are appointed by the
rovincial Government ¢—Yes.

22707. We suppose that the municipal police are appointed by the Municipal
‘Council of Montreal -—I have the appointment of the constables.

22708. The appointment is vested in you —Yes.

22709. You select the men whom you think most fitted for the position —Yes, to
the best, of my knowledge.
. 22710. Do the police who are under your charge make arrests of persons charged
With criminal offences —Yes.

22711. Such as larcenies, burglaries, etc. -—Yes.

22712. And do they look after the peace of the city generally +—Yes.

22713. And you have told the Commission that there are ten men who are specially
detailed from your police to look after the enforcement of the license law —Yes.

22714. And the municipal by-laws relating to licenses -—Yes.

22715. Then there is a force of ten men of the provincial police whose duty it is
also to look after such matters +—That is their only duty.

22716. They do not deal with criminal matters, I suppose %—No. Besides, we have
‘d:bectives appointed by the Local Government to loek after criminals in the district of

ontreal.
22717. Do they meddle with the liquor laws —No.
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22718. You have stated that you think, judging by statistics, there has been quite
a diminution in what may be called offences against the liquor laws within the last year
or two {—Yes.

22719. You have attributed that to the fact that the Magistrates have intimated
that there would be a stern enforcement of the law, and they have endeavoured to catry
that into effect 7—Yes.

22720. Will you state, judging from your own experience, whether, if the law were
properly carried out or looked after by the officers, both judicial and executive, the
liquor trade might be fairly well regulated 7—1I think so.

22721, And the requirements of the law might be carried out I—Yes.

22722, You have stated to the Commission that you think, in regard to a prohibitory
law, it would be practically impossible to enforce it 7—That is my opinion.

22723, Without an army of officers, and even then there would be breaches of it —
That is what I believe.

22724. If the license law is capable of enforcement with twenty officers, thag is,
ten provincial and ten municipal, backed up by the firm efforts of the Magistrates
charged with the enforcement of it in the city, why do you think that a prohibitory law
would require an army of officials >-—Because when places are licensed, any provincial or
municipal policeman has a right to go there at any hour of the day or night and assure
himself that everything is carried on according to law. If the man who sells liquor has
no license, he must.be pointed out, and the ofticer cannot enter his house without being
armed with a warrant.

22725. Your reason is that in the one case there are a certain number of well
known places which the police have the right to visit and supervise {-They have the
right to visit every licensed place in Montreal.

22726. And in the other case there would be a host of places where liquor would
be sold, but which the officers could not visit #—Yes,

22727, And to watch those places there would require a host of oftticers, according
to your theory /—That is my theory.

22728, You have told us that there is a certain district in the city in which there
are nine saloons where alcoholic liquors are sold 7—Yes. '

22729. And that, notwithstanding the requirements of the law, a man would not.
be able to obtain a meal at any one of them?—Yes.

23730. Do the officers look after those places 7—This is a duty devolving purely
on the provincial police. :

22731. On those ten men who have this special duty assigned to them {—They are
looked after by the municipal police in regard to observance of the law, such as selling
on Sunday, or after hours, selling to minors, &c., but the moment the Commissioners are
satisfied that a license should be granted, it is granted, and the municipal police have
nothing to do with it.

22732. Your ten men look more after matters connected with the peace of the
city =—Yes.

22733. And cases which might lead to disorder?-—Exactly, such as selling on
Sunday, after hours, to minors and to intoxicated people.

22734." But such a matter as whether meals are provided comes, we understand,
especially within the purview of the provincial police —Yes, who are appointed expressly
for that purpose.

22735. With your knowledge, as a citizen, of those places, I suppose it must be
pretty apparent that a great deal of this kind of thing is going on in regard to restaur-
ants where meals are not sold I—Any one with two eyes can see it.

22736. Surely the provincial police could settle the question by compelling meals
to be provided ?—Exactly.

22737. You would soon test that matter !—Yes.

22738. Do you think, then, that these restaurants are merely drinking places —Yes.

22739. Do you think such places an injury to the community !—Yes.

22740. And they should be suppressed entirely 1—1I think so.

22741. T have had the privilege of reading two lectures delivered by Rev. Father
McCallen as a tribute to Father Mathews’s memory and work, and the reverend gentle-
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man deals with many of the points which render the working of the license law difficult
in Montreal. The first point made is in regard to adulterated liquors. You have said
that foul stuff is sold in Maine, and you have also reason to believe that such is sold in
this city #—1 do not think it is quite so bad here.

22742. But that bad liquor is sold here %—Yes.

22743. Have you noticed that the affect in some cases of taking liquor is to make
the person actually crazy !—In a great many cases when men drink bad liquor, it makes
them crazy and they become stupid after a few hours.

22744. They are afflicted by a kind of lunacy +—Yes, as if they had taken

oison.
P 22745. You mean as if drugs had been taken ¢—Yes.

22746. Another difficulty spoken of is the question of the separation of the sale of
liquors from the sale of groceries, and it is urged that liquor sale should be stopped in
groceries. What do you think of that point %—I believe it should not be allowed.

22747. It is stated that women get liquor from groceries who would never procure
it otherwise {—I believe more liquor is sold on Sunday in groceries than in the saloons.
A saloon-keeper must close his bar. If his baris found open, even if he does not sell one
glass on Sunday, he is liable to be fined. l

22748. Are groceries allowed to keep open i—They often live over their shops or
behind them. There is a door communicating with the shop; 8 or 10 friends come in,
and they drink in the apartments of the grocer.

22749. So there are evils in regard to sale of liquor at improper times, and also in
regard to selling liquors to people who would not buy if they had to go to a general
saloon to get liquors —Exactly so.

22750. And this applies to the case of women who go to buy groceries?—Both
women and men.

22751. The law does not allow grocers to sell liquor to be drunk on the premises?
—No.

22752. Nor to sell liquor by the glass —No. .

22753. But they do sell liquor by the glass, and it is drunk on the premises, I un-
derstand —Amongst the suits brought last year a majority of them were taken against
grocers for selling liquor to be drunk on the premises.

22754. And they violated their licenses in that way —Yes.

22755. Were the licenses taken away from amy such places, or were they refused
to be renewed %—I do not think so. These cases are brought by the municipal police
before the Recorder, but the Recorder, so far as my knowledge goes, has not yet cancel-
led any license.

22756. Another of the difficulties raised by the clergyman to whom I have referred
is in regard to the Sunday law. You have told us that efforts are made to enforce that
law strictly I~—Yes.

22757. Do you think the efforts are successful —The law is fairly carried out.

22758. Another point raised is with respect to the sale of liquor to minors %—Do
you think there is much trouble in this community in that way%—No, not very much.

22759. Another point is in regard to reducing the number of saloons: I understand
that you are in favour of decreasing the number ?—Yes.

22760. You think that would be an advantage —Decidedly so.

22761. Taking the law as it is, that a hotel license is granted to a man who pro-
vides boarding and lodging for travellers, and that a restaurant license is granted to a
man who is not required to provide lodging, but must provide meals, which, in your
opinion, is it desirable to retain in the interests of the community -—Please repeat the
question.

22762. Suppose it was decided by the Legislature to do away either with the hotel
or the restaurant license, which should be swept away %—1I do not think the restaurant
license should be done away with. I do not think either should be wiped out.

. 22763. Supposing a law were passed to do away with either one or the other, which,
In your opinion, should be retained #—The hotel, of course, for it affords accommodation
to the public.
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22764. You think if the law were carried out properly, the restaurants would not
‘be required ?—I would cancel the license of every man who has not proper quarters for
providing meals at all hours of the day.

22765. Do you look upon saloons for the sale of liquors on the premises as an
unmixed evil 7—Yes.

22766. And you think they should be done away with %—Yes.

22767. You have given to the Commission your experience in the Counties of
Drummond and Missisquoi —Yes.

22768. Have you been in the North-west Territory %—Yes ; I was there during the
rebellion for a period of four months.

22769. I believe you were in the North-west when the prohibitory law was in
force I—Yes.

22770. Was any liquor to be obtained there 7—No.

22771. Then the law was well enforced —I saw very little of the North-west.
‘We reached Calgary on the 12th April and left on the 20th. 'We had brought what we
needed with us. When we left Calgary we went to Edmonton and remained three days
there, and then we went to Fort Pitt, and then on into the wilderness. We travelled
hundreds of miles and did not see many houses. '

22772. You carried your own supplies with you 9—They were exhausted at Calgary.

22773. How did you manage after that %—We did without.

22774. You did well too —We did well enough under the circumstances.

22775. You did not suffer in health 7—No, we lost only one man, who died from
exhaustion.

22776. 8o the fact that you had exhausted your supplies and were not able to
renew them, did your troops-do harm —Not at all.

22777. After you left Calgary you could not help yourselves in regard to prohibi-
tion —That was the case.

22778, If you could have helped yourselves, would you have done so?—I do not
think so.

22779. If you could have obtained liquor, I suppose the men would have wanted it ?
—Very likely.

22780. Do you suppose thdt if troops were placed under the same circumstances
again, prohibition could be enforced —I suppose so, when no liquor could be obtained.

22781. Did you observe that when the men were not able to procure liquor, they
attempted to make it themselves #—1I do not know about that,

22782. Have you had any experience of illicit stills 7—1I have not had much experi-
ence in that line. I think about half a dozen cases have been brought up and fined
during the last six months.

22783. In this district ¢—Yes.

22784. Were they in a very small way?—Yes. There was, however, one man
making 40 gallons a day.

22785. What was it made from?—Barley, I think.

22786. And made in a regular still 7—Yes.

22787. We had evidence before us in Quebec to the effect that farmers make spirits
in a small way occasionally, using molasses, but that the quantity is trifling %—Yes, but
in Quebec they get all the spirits they want by smuggling,

22788. Have you had any experience of smuggling here +—No.

22789. Have you ever seen any smuggling 7—No, I do not believe there is any
smuggling in Montreal. There may be, but if there is, it is to a very small extent.

22790. In oase of the enactment of such a law as you have suggested, which
would enable an electoral district in Montreal to be placed in the same position as an
electoral district in the country parishes, do you believe the Scott Act would be carried
in any electoral district in this city —Probably in the West.

22791. That is a residential part?—Yes.

22792. I believe such a law is actually in force in Céte St. Antoine }—Yes.

22793. And you think in that section of the city, the law, amended as you suggest,
might possibly be carried —I do not know, but I suppose so.

" E. A. St. GEorGE HugHES.
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22794. Would you expect that it would be carried in other districts }—No.

22795. Why not? Would it be due to lack of sentiment —In the central part
of the city it is the interest of the citizens that hotels should go on and do business.
All the hotels are in the central portion, and I think it would hurt their business con-
Siderably if they had no licenses. b

. 1(22796. Have you ever been in any prohibition State except Maine —No, I do not
Ink so. )

22797. Do you remember when in Drummond or Missisquoi Counties the character

of the liquor you obtained, whether it was the same as you obtained elsewhere?—Yes.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

22798, Your official position brings you necessarily into contact with the criminal
tlasses I—Yes.

22799. Have you observed whether any proportion of the cases with which the
Police have to deal arise from the drink habit and the drink trade %—Decidedly so.

22800. A large proportion ?—Yes, a very large proportion.

_ 22801. Then, if it were possible to do away with the drink trade, do you think the
Police would have less to do —Certainly.

. 22802. Have you noticed this, whether any proportion of the juvenile crime, the
®fime carried on by boys, say under 16 or 17, petty offences, larcenies and the like, is
attributable to the drinking of parents and neglect of children ?—I do not know ; I
®uld not say. On the contrary, last year we arrested 2 or 3 very young criminals on

e charge of breaking into houses.

232803. How old would they be -—The leading one was 9 years of age.

22804. Had they a regular organization !—Yes, and the father of the boy captain
18 0ne of the most respectable mechanics here, and his mother is a very respectable
¥oman. The majority of the children belonged to very respectable families.

22805, TIs it an unusual condition of things, that the children of sober and thrifty
Pe?l)le should fall into such evil ways, or do you find that the street waifs are the

dren of respectable parents?—The condition of children picked up on the streets is
Olten due to drunkenness on the part of their parents.

22806. Have you noticed that cases of offences against women and children,
Cruelty to wives and neglect of children, are in any degree due to drunkenness?—A
Lreat majority of the cases, I believe, are due to drunkenness.

22807. Have you noticed whether the saloon is generally a centre of possible dis-
der and disturbance in the community? Here is a ward in the west part of the city

ere there are no licenses, or at any rate not many, and there is Céte St. Antoine,
And there are other parts of the city where there are a good many licenses: how do

se wards compare ¢-—No doubt there will be gnore drunkenness and more disorder,
4round those places where there is liquor sold.

22808. And the police have to watch these places a little carefully !—Yes.

22809. More than places where there are no licensed shops %—Of course.

. 22810. Do you think there would be much illicit sale if the police did not vigilantly
ofat;;h the licencees: would they sell more after hours and on Sunday?—No doubt

be‘ 22811. Is it really a fact that they observe the Jaw because you watch them, or
Cause they have the law in dread ?—Not all of them, but some.
< 22812, Do you think a large percentage of them come within that category ¢—I
not say exactly ; I believe quite a number.
4 22813, They observe the law simply because they know the officers are on their
Tacks Ve, ’
8y 228'1 4. So that part of the license law which prohibits sale after hours and on
“day 18 in forece simply because the officers look after the houses?—There are a great
on Ny hotel-keepers who are very respectable men and who wonld not sell after hours or
unday, but there are a large number who would be willing to sell at any time.
2815. Which would form the larger number, those who would not under any cir-
\I,"rlstances violate the law, or those who would violate the law when they had a chance
hey are pretty evenly divided. 243
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22816. It is a fact, therefore, that the prohibitory provisions of the law are
enforced because the officers are diligent in the performance of their duties, and the
Recorder and the Police Magistrates impose penalties when there are violations. These
have an effect —Of course they have. :

22817. And if the police and the other authorities dealt with the trade with less
severity, the parties would go on violating the law ¢—If they were let alone, no doubt
a large number would avail themselves of the opportunity of selling liquor on Sunday:
I do not say all would do so.

22818. There are in Montreal, as in other large cities, local regulations of a pro-
hibitorv character, such, for instance, as prohibition against building wooden houses
within certain limits I—You cannot build a wooden house in the city.

22819. That is a prohibition %—Yes.

22820. Does the city find it difficult to enforce that prohibition ¢—1I do not think s0.

22821. It is to protect the city against fire -—Yes. :

22822. And a butcher could not establish a slaughter house in this ward, for
instance —No, he could not.

22823. That is a prohibition, and how it is enforced %It is enforced very well.

92824. Do you suppose, if the officials were slack about that matter, there woul
be danger of the establishment of a slaughter house in this locality 9—Yes, but very
little.

22825. There are also regulations forbidding people keeping pigs in the city, I
suppose #—Yes, it is against the law.

22826. Is that prohibition enforced +—Yes.

22827. Are there violations +—Yes.

22828. And sometimes the officers have to get rid of a pig-pen —Yes.

22829. I remember reading some two or three years ago, when the smallpox pre-
vailed here, that vaccination was enforced ¢—Yes.

22830. Was there not opposition to it ?—Yes. '

22831. Was there very strong opposition to it%—At the beginning there was,
because the vaccine was not pure and children were being killed by hundreds. 'When
the people found out what the matter was, they opposed vaccination for a time, but 8%
soon as they become convinced that no possible harm could follow, they submitted to it-

22832. Do you think the people were within their right in exercising their indiv}¥
dual judgment and in objecting to vaccination +—1I think they were.

292833. Were the authorities within their right in insisting on vaccination +—1
think so; it was the law.

22834. For what reason —Are you a doctor ¢

22835. Was it because they thought it a protection to the public—VYes.

22836. Am I wrong in the inforpation I gathered from the newspapers that the
militia were called out to enforce vaccination —They were called out.

22837. That was a case in which the force of the city and all the power at the
command of the Mayor was brought into requisition, to enforce a city regulation +—
Yes.

22838. In the interests of the public health —Yes. .

22839. I should like to ask you, then, do you think'it would be more difficult if
there were a prohibitory law on the statute-book, and proper officers appointed Yo
enforce prohibition }—I do.

22840. Why ?—Because it would take an army to do it. I do not suppose yoU
could look after Montreal with less than 200 officers, appointed expressly for that pur-
pose, and even then liquor would be sold.

22841. Is there not illicit sale now %—Yes, but not so much as people think.

22842. Or so much as formerly +—Yes, where most liquor is illicitly sold is 1
houses of prostitution.

22843. Those houses, I suppose are not licensed to sell—No. They have 1%
license. .

22844. They are of low character, I suppose #—As to places where liquor is SOlfl
illicitly, I think there are very few. We got rid of twenty in the eastern district th¥¥"
year, and the reports of my officers are to the effect that there are very few left.
E. A, St. GEorGE HUGHES.
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22845. Speaking about houses of prostitution: they have no legal standing in this
Community, I suppose I—No.

22846. Do you have difficulty in prohibiting them? I suppose the police raid them

8t times 7—Yes, when complaints are made.

A

22847, Only when complaints are made !—Yes. : .
22848. You do raid unlicensed liquor places without complaints being made 9—
Yes, I have officers go round and find out where there are such places. There are
Places called “ Beaneries,” where people get beer, the supply being kept under the
Counter, or under the bed.
22849. You only raid houses of prostitution, you say, when complaints are made 9—
es,
22850. Are there many complaints made 9—Not very often.
22851. Do you find it difficult to suppress that class of institution in this city ?—
e fact is we do not suppress them. _
thi 1{1’2852. Would it not be well, since they are not suppressed, to license them !—I
nk so.
22853. Do you think if they were licensed, there would be no places of that sort,
Or that they would continue their bad business unlicensed 7—If licenses were issued to
those places, of course it would then become the duty of the police to prevent those who
d not pay license from selling.
22854. But since none are licensed, there are no attempts expressly made to pre-
vent any of them —No.
22855. Do you believe there would be fewer or more places if they were licensed ?
~I am not ready to say.
22856. If a certain number were licensed, you cannot tell whether there would be
2 larger number of unlicensed places or not, as in the liquor trade —No. ’
22857. You have spoken about your experience in Maine. I suppose you are aware
that Old Orchard Beach is the resort of tourists and visitors generally —Yes.
22858. And perhaps in your opinion Maine should not be judged by Old Orchard
Beach 7—Nor by any other part of Maine.
22859. You think the liquors are very deleterious and injurious there —Yes.
22860. You have spoken also of Drummond County as under the Scott Act, and
You lived in it prior to the Scott Act ?—Yes, but I was merely a boy.
22861. What was the condition of Drummond County when you were a boy I—
l;Wv :(Sl there a great deal of drink sale 7—Yes, there was a hotel in the village where I
22862. It was a village, not a town 7—Yes.
22863. Was there a great deal of drunkenness I— At that time there was a good deal.
22864. You observed Drummond County subsequently under the Scott Act, but
R0t as a resident I believe !—No. ‘
22865. You visited there —Yes.
22866. And it was at election time -—Yes.
22867. Were you there on election day —No.
laws 22868. I suppose you are aware that during election time there is a good deal of
X1ty in the enforcement of all law 7—Very likely. .
22869. Do you believe there was likely to be more liquor sold during an election
®ampaign than during an ordinary period I—Certainly.
' 22870, So your observation in Drummond during an election campaign would not
a fair judgment of the place all the year round %—No. The'Scott Act or the Dunkin
¢t was in force there, and we had liquor just the same as if there was license.
22871. And that was during the election campaign !— Yes.
N 22872. You do not think it was the Scott Act that made them sell the liquor !—
9, but it did not prevent them.
22873. You wmade a brief stay, I believe, there, from Saturday to Monday ; but

©ven under a license they would have no right to sell on Sunday —Yes, the liquor was

106 s0ld at a bar, it was sold in the rooms. .
22874. Do you think the fact that an election campaign was in progress had any
Uence in increasing the sale of drink at that time %—Yes.
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22875. The people, I suppose, were excited and were lax in regard to almost every-
thing, except the political conflict between the parties ——Yes. >~

22876. You have spoken of the county of Missisquoi ; was the Scott Act ever in
operation there I-—It was either the Scott or Dunkin Act.

292877. My recollection is that the Scott Act was never in force in Missisquoi, and
that it must have been the Dunkin Act 91T think so. I speak of 1878 or 1879, during
the election contest between Mr. Baker and Mr. Racicot.

22878. You spoke about limiting the number of licenses, and I think you said you
would close the lower class of restaurants 9—Yes.

22879. In what way are they different from other places -—You take the east end
of this city, and you will find a saloon at almost every street corner. When people g0
to their work and return at night, they are induced to go into these places. If there
are five or six together they go into one place and have a drink, and at the next streeb
corner another of the company says it is his turn to treat, and they goin. At the next
corner the third man wants to treat, and so on until they have had four or five drinks
and they have treated all round. If there were not so many saloons at the different
corners, there would not, of course, be so much temptation. If a man had to go halfa
mile he would frequently not do so.

22880. Then you think the frequency of the saloons is a temptation to a man —
Yes, and especially in that part of the city where they are not needed.

22881. Why are they not needed there as well as here or elsewhere I—Because, a5
I have said, in the centre of the city if we had good restaurants where a man could get
a meal and a glass of beer or wine, they would be very good, for we need restaurants ip
the city; but these drinking places at the street corners are not wanted, for they temp®
men to drink and are not needed.

22882. Take the good restaurants: suppose they were only eating places, do you
think that would be an advantage to any man? Are the restaurants in this vicinity
the same temptation to a certain class of men to drink that restaurants in another part
of the city offer to another class —Not so much.

22883. But somewhat you think —If a man does not drink, he is not tempted t©
go in ; if he drinks occasionally and is invited by a friend, they go in and each takes &
drink.

22884. He wants lunch and goes in I—1I take my lunch very often in these places
and I notice that the majority of the people drink milk, soda and ginger ale—I mean
those who take their meals there.

22885. Do you think if no liquors were sold there, a good many people who drink
would refrain —1I do not think so. _

' 22886. There is temptation —The liquor is bad, first of all, next there are to0
many places, and the fact that there are so many affords the temptation to people t0
drink—that is the poorer classes. .

22887. I think you said also that you objected to all restauraunts having licenses !
—To those who are not properly equipped as regards providing lodging and meals.

22888, Why do you give the hotels a preference, why do you think they are mor®
desirable than ordinary saloons in which liquors only are sold +—Because the hotels are
the resorts of people from all parts of the world, and travellers are accustomed to have
their glass of liquor, and as a rule, they are people who have the money to pay for it-
It is not fair to compare an hotel with 300 rooms with a small shebeen.

22889. Leaving the fact out that hotels may supply guests with liquor, either 8t
the table or in their rooms, do you think it is well to have bars in the hotel -—1I do not
see any objection.-

22890. Of course the bars are supplying other people than guests -—Yes, guestS
and other people as well. .

22891. You spoke about the North-west campaign, which was short and decisive-
Do you think it would have been better for the men of your force if they had had oppor-
tunity to get liquors freely along the line of march I do not think so.

22892. They were not any worse for not having that opportunity —Not at all.

22893. No worse in health —No.

E. A. St. GEorcE HUGHES.
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22894, Or in courage or endurance —-No. I think it is a good thing for troops
not to be allowed liquor—although there is a difference of opinion on that point.

22895. If it was a good thing for troops, would it not be a good thing for other
men if they had not so many opportunities for getting liquor #—I suppose a man could
live very easily without it.

22896. Very comfortably 7—Yes.

22897. From your observation, in your official position, and as a soldier, also dur-
ing a somewhat troublesome time, and as a citizen, do you believe that if public senti-
ment were up to the point of asking for a prohibitory law, and if a prohibitory law
were enacted, touching the importation, manufacture as well as the sale of liquor, and
if proper officials were appointed to enforce it, as the revenue laws are enforced, or as
you enforce the prohibitory provisions of the license law, do you believe a law so enacted
would be beneficial to the country ¢—Do you mean the prohibition of all liquors, light,,
wines and everything ¢

22898. I mean all intoxicating liquors and beverages —Including wine?

22899. Yes. I have put it that way ?—I would not go for such a law.

22900. Do you believe that such a law, prohibiting the manufacture, importation
and sale of strong alcoholic liquors, if it were well enforced, would be beneficial I—I
think so.

22901. Do you think it could be enforced —I do not think it is very practicable.

22902. Do you think it would be practicable if the people were educated up to
believe in it, if public sentiment were strongly that way I—1If there was a long enough time.

22903. Take a community in the province of Quebec, in which the people say, “ We
do not want the liquor trade here :” do you believe it is possible to enforce prohibition
fairly well in such a place, as well as other laws are enforced —1I suppose so.

22904. If that same condition of things were true of the people of the whole
country, do you think it would be possible to enforce a law against strong alcoholic
liquors +—TI have told you my opinion about it ; I thought it would be a most difficult
thing. .
22905. In the present condition of affairs ?—Even if a law were passed, it would
be a most difficult thing to enforce the law.

22906. Do you believe the condition of public sentiment has anything to do with
the enforcement of the law !—Suppose four-fifths of the people of Montreal were against
the liquor trade and favoured prohibition, do you think it would be fairly easy to
enforce it here 7—1I cannot say ; it would be very difficult, I think.

22907. Would you favour a law that would prohibit strong alcoholic liquors, and
encourage the free use of light wine and beer 1—Yes, that would be a very good thing.

22908. Do you think the encouragement of the use of light wine and beer would
discourage the use of alcoholic liquors —1I think so.

22909. And promote temperance ¢—Yes.

By Judge McDonald :

22910. The objections to building wooden houses and slaughter-houses are appar-
ent, I believe —Yes.

22911. Have-you a law that prohibits butchers selling bad meat %—Yes.

22912. And I suppose the law is enforced because the people want it enforced I—Ye¢s.

22913. Supposing the people were determined to get bad meat to eat, would it be easy
to enforce that law +—1 do not think that question is a fair one, because the people do
not want bad meat.

22914. Questions have been put to you with respect to slaughter-houses in connec-
tion with this subject of the liquor trade. If the people did not want liquor, would it
not be easy to enforce a prohibitory law %—Yes. It would the easiest thing in the world
if nobody wanted it.

22915. If the people wanted bad meat to eat, would it not be very difficult to en-
force the law to prevent them getting it? Do you think you could enforce it —Yes, if
there were enough officers to look after it.

22916. Then if the people wished to get bad meat, it would be a difficult law to
enforce it 9—Yes.
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22917. You have had the question of the suppression of the small-pox put on the
same footing as the suppression of the drinking of liquor. Supposing that the people
were as anxious to catch small-pox as people are to get liquor to drink, would it not be
very difficult to prevent the spread of small-pox? Would you not require the same army
of officials to prevent it as you said would be necessary to prevent the liquor traffic ?—
Of course. If people want something it is very diflicult to prevent them getting it.

22918. Is not this question of the drinking of liquor on a different footing from
almost anything else in regard to legislation ?—Yes

22919. It is difficult to put a parallel case to it —Very much so.

22920. And to draw a comparison with other cases?—Yes.

22921. Why do you think the liquor trade stands on a different footing from any
other #—If you compare the prohibiting of the sale of whisky with the prohibiting of the
erection of wooden houses, T do not see where the comparison comes in. If people want to
sell whisky they can always find a hiding place for it, in the cellar, under the roof and
everywhere. It is found sometimes in the cellar and it may be carried under the -
clothing. Tt is therefore a difficult matter to prevent its sale. You can easily sell a glass
of liquor, but you cannot easily complete the building of a wooden house. It is practlcalb
impossible to prevent the sale, as in Maine they sell it openly and you can get all the
hquor you want.

22922. You hawe to know the signs, I suppose?—Yes. A dealer would sell liquor
toa local man and not sell it to a stranger ; but his friends would form themselves into
a club and obtain liquor for their own use,

22923. Which do you think would do the most most harm, small-pox or the drink
trade year after year 1-~That would require a special study : T will study the question
for a few days and then answer you.

(Translation.)
By Mr. Gigault :

22924, Have you lived in Italy —Yes.

22925. Do you know anything of the operation of the law in Italy as regards the
sale of liquors 7—I have not studied the operation of that law ; but I know that in Ttaly,
as well as everywhere else where I have been, liquor is sold, \w ine especmlly There are
very few establishments where alcohol is kept for sale.

22926. Is there less drunkenness there than here ?—Yes.

22927. Do you think that the use of wine would tend to lessen drunkenness ?—Yes,
assuredly.

22928. Do you think the Government should encourage the sale of wine, and its
manufacture here I—Yes, if there were means of securing better kinds of grapes, and thus
being able to manufacture a better product, a national industry could be built up ; but
there is no doubt that with the grapes we now have, a superior wine cannot be manu-
factured.

22929. What measures would you suggest with the object of encouraging the use
of Cana/dmn or foreign wine 1—The abolition of duties on the imported article.

22930. And would you be in favour of imposing a heavier tax on alcohol 7—Yes.

22931. Do you think that if higher duties were placed on alcohol, there would no
longer be any smuggling *—That concerns the Government. If they enact laws, they
ought to be able to enforce them. They forbid the sale of liquors except under license ;
but a club of fifty friends is created, for instance, and they have the liquors which they
need. If we had a prohibitory law, we would need an army of revenue officers to pre-
vent the entry of liquors into the country.

22932. In Switzerland is to be found what is called the monopoly of alcohol by the
State. What would you say regarding a system by means of which a similar state of
things would be brought into existence here, and which would allow the sale of wine,
beer and cider by licensed retailers, with a prohlblt(ny law for alcohol 4—I ha.we not
studied the matter ;; I cannot say what difference that would involve.

22933. VVould you be in favour of granting licenses to retailers for the sale of wine,
beer and cider only, and for other drinks —I think it would be a good thing.

E. A. St. GEorGE HuGHES,
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22934. Do you think such a law would not be violated very frequently, and that
the retailers authorized to sell wine would not also sell alcohol I—Well, if they sold
aleohol, they would be absolutely in same position as those who have now no license.

hey would be liable to a fine.

22935. Do you think it would be easy to put such a law in force !—Yes, quite so.

22936. Would you be in favour of establishing a prison or an asylum spegcially for

runkards, or where they could be sent for treatment !—Yes. It seems to me that would
“a good thing. '

22937. Has crime increased or decreased here of late years? I mean all crimes,
felonies and misdemeanors —Felonies have been on the decrease.

22938. Are there fewer houses of ill-fame than there were formerly —No ; there are
Wore, but the population increases every day.

22939. It is often asked why could not prohibition be enforced? The opinion is
®Xpressed that it could not be easily enforced, because a great number of persons do not
00k upon taking a glass of beer or wine as an immoral act. Many laws have been
®nacted against prostitution, but they have not succeeded in eradicating it, seeing that
& great number of persons believe it to be a necessary evil, and this notwith-
Standing the fact that their immorality is not a subject of doubt. Would not
the fact that a great number of persons do not believe they are doing a reprehensible
action by taking a glass of wine or beer, prove one of the greatest shackles of prohi-
blt_ion? What do you think of that theory?—It would mean that since prostitution
eXists, that it is immoral, and difficult to suppress, it is more ditficult still to sup-
Press the sale of liquors, because a greater number of persons believe it is not immoral
- 1o take a glass of cider or beer. In my opinion it is well nigh impossible to prohibit
the sale of liquors. There are no countries in the world I know of where the sale of

quor is wholly prohibited.

22940. There is the State of Maine —That is not a country. It is a State of the

merican Union, and more liquor is sold there than elsewhere.

By the Chairman :

22941. Questions have been put to you with respect to the keeping of pigs within
Fhe city limits and the prohibition of slaughter-houses: were not the by-laws on the sub-
Ject enacted with a view to the preservation of the public health —Yes.

22942, Does a person who takes a glass of wine or ale endanger the public health,
In your opinion }—No.

22943. So long as the person uses it in moderation, does he endanger public order }
I do not think so.

JOHN BAKER EDWARDS, Ph.D., D.C.L.,, of Montreal, on being duly sworn,
deposed as follows i—

By the Chatrman :

22944. Are you a member of the medical profession —I am not. T am a scientist,
2 doctor of science, and practical chemist, but I am not a medical practitioner.

22945. At what university did you graduate as a doctor of science ~—1I am a doctor
of Philosophy of the University of Giessen and a doctor of civil laws of Lennoxville.
B 122946. Have you had considerable experience in making analyses of foods and
quors, in fact of nearly all kinds of substances I—1 have, both in the old country and
;1:09 my residence in Canada, which has extended during a period of about twenty-five
€ars,

22947. Do you hold any official position at this moment?—I do. I am Public
Analyst to the Inland Revenue Department in the Montreal district.
th 22948. Were you appointed by the Dominion Government?—Yes; I have heM
2t position for a period of 17 years.
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22949. Have you resided in the district for many years &—Yes, for twenty-five years-

22950. Will you kindly state to the Commissioners the nature of your duties as
public analyst +—1I receive periodically from the Department of Inland Revenue certain
samples of food, or drink, or drugs, or fertilizers, according to the several Acts of Par-
liament, with certain instructions in regard to analysing them. They are supplied to
me by the Inspector of food, who is another officer belonging to the department and who
is appointed to collect them. I then report the result of my analyses to the Inland
Revenue Department. The Inspector furnishes me the samples, and I receive them
without any reference as to the source from which they are obtained.

22951. Who collects them !—He does.

22952. Are you continuously employed in conducting analyses of samples sent it
this way 9—1I always have some on hand and I am pretty constantly employed.

22953, Will you tell the Commissioners what articles come to you principally for
analyses 9—Such substances as bread and flour, baking powder, miik, cheese, coffee, spices;
liquors, including malt liquors and other beverages, such as ginger ale, soda water.
also receive fertilizers in connection with the Agricultural Department. Occasionally
other general samples are received by me, including lard.

22954. Do you get any considerable number of samples of liquor to be examined ?
—Not a very large number. I have had something like 50 or 60 samples during the
last twelve months.

22955, I think vou said you do not know where the samples came from ; you are
not informed where they come from —I am not informed further than they come from
a certain district, such as Ottawa or Sherbrooke and the like. I am given the names of
the places from which they come, but I am not informed as to the vendors.

22956. Are you informed as to the ostensible manufacturers?—No.

22957. As a rule when you get samples of liquor for analysis, do you know where
they have been taken or who is reputed to have made them 7—I only receive the name
of the locality, without the name of the vendor or the maker, but that information is
communicated to the department. The samples are taken in triplicate by the officer.
He sends one of those samples to me, he transmits a similar sample to the department
at Ottawa, to the chief analyst, and the third he seals up for the benefit and protection
of the vendor in case he wishes to have a separate analysis made.

22958. Do the samples come to you sealed and labelled {—Yes, and numbered con-
secutively.

22959. Have you any knowledge as to the manner in which the Inspector obtains
those samples? Are you aware whether he collects them and afterwards seals them up?
—1I can speak as to the instructions he receives. His instructions are that he shall call
for a certain quantity of liquor. Three half pints is a suitable quantity, and having
purchased that, he then tells the vendor that it is obtained for the purpose of analysis
He produces sample bottles and divides the liquor into three portions, in the presence of
the vendor. He has three separate labels upon which he writes the name under which
the substance is sold. One is for the analyst, the second for the department, and the
third for the vendor. He leaves one of the samples in the custody of the vendor inter-
ested in the sale ; he transmits the other to the department at Ottawa, and the third he
sends direct to me.

22960. Is the vendor in whose premises the article is found called upon to put &
seal on the bottle or vessel in which the liquor is placed 7—No. The Inspector seals the:
samples in his presence, each with the same seal.

22961. Will you tell the Commissioners the extent of your district or the boundaries
of it 11Tt is in the Province of Quebec, and includes Hull, St. Jérome, Ste. Thérése, and
extends as far as Three Rivers, including Sorel. It runs along the boundary line of the:
United States, and extends up to Ottawa. It also includes the townships. .

22962. Can you inform the Commission whether, in your experience, liquor sold 18
largely adulterated in your district I—I have not found that liquors have been largely
adulterated.

22963. From the samples sent to you, can you state the percentage of liquors that-
have been found to be adulterated? You had better take a number of years?—In the:

JoHN BakER EDpWARDS.
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first place, the strong liquors have not been found to be adulterated with deleterious
drugs in any instance, either in my own district or in those reported from other districts
by other analysts. There is in the Act of Parliament a schedule of drugs named which
are prohibited from being mixed with liquors, but in no case have we been able to detect
those particular drugs in the adulteration of liquors. Then, of course, there has been
wine found more or less adulterated, not to any great extent, however, especially the
heavy classes of wine. The beers have not been found to be adulterated. The principal
adulteration in respect to liquor has been a dilution by water. They have not been up
to what is considered the standard : but inasmuch as there is no definite standard to go
by in regard to gin, brandy or whisky, we find it difficult to call these adulterations,
even when they have been detected. The adulterations, as I have said, have been in the
direction of the dilution of liquors, and not the addition of toxic matters, which would
render them more intoxicating than the aleohol they contain. .

22964. Do you say that in regard to wines also !—In wines there has been more
adulteration and they contain more doubtful ingredients. Wines are very much more
difficult to analyse, inasmuch as the very best of wines are liable to change in certain con-
ditions from fermentation, and there are also difficulties in regard to their manufacture.
Therefore, wines have not been examined to anything like such an extent as to enable
me to give an answer as to whether any large percentage of them has been adulterated
or not. In fact, the number of liquors that have been examined altogether has been
exceedingly small, considering the enormous extent of our district ; and this is seen in
the fact that about 6 samples of spirits have been analyzed in Ottawa, about 4 in Sher-
brooke and say 12 in Montreal at one time, and therefore, in justice to the vendors, it °
must be said that I am not able to give an opinion as to the extent of the adulteration.
In my judgment the proper course to adopt would be that when an officer detected that
adulterated liquor was being sold in certain premises, the whole of the stock-in-trade
should be examined, because it is easy for a vendor to have a good bottle of whisky
at hand from which to give his sample to the officer and at the same time not have any
such whiskey in stock. And this is important also in regard tothe use of mixed drinks.
8o long, however, as it is the praetice of those who drink to occasionally take mixed
liquors, it is almost impossible that we should be able to prevent impure liquors, or to
ascertain exactly whether adulterations have taken place or not.

22965. You have said that the adulterations have taken place, is more in the direc-
tion of dilution than anything else?—Yes.

22966. With respect to wine : is it within your experience that there has been
much adulteration —There has been a considerable amount of adulteration, perhaps
thirty or forty per cent.

22967. Will you tell us the character of the adulteration #—The character of it
has been largely from the addition of cane sugar and glycerine, both of which are not
injurious to health taken individually ; and also fortification by alcohol, either brandy
or whisky.  In every case where there have been found to be such dilutions, they have
been pronounced to be adulterations, but there have been very few cases in which there
have been additions injurious to health. There is, however, very great difficulty in
detecting these cases, which occur generally in the wine sold under the name of Cana-
dian wine, the home manufactured wine, which is supposed to be a very superior article,
whereas in fact injury is caused through vinous fermentation. .

22968. Am I correct in concluding that the law requires that the Governor in
Council shall fix the standard for liquor #—It has not been done.

22969. Does the law require it to be done !—Is there a condition of the law pro-
viding that the Governor in Council shall fix the standard %I think there is no such
provision in the law,

22970. What standard have you by which to judge whether liquors are pure or
adulterated 7—Only the standard of general sense and information on this subject and
the standard of the pharmacopeeia, where there are certain standards laid down in
regard to liquors used for medical purposes, but we could scarcely expect liquors to be
sold for general use such as are sold for medical purposes.

22971. Have y ou notieced the reports made by the officers in Ottawa, by the public
analyst, Mr. Macfarlane, and which have been published as official documents ?—No.
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22972, Is it not a fact that he complains that his work cannot be efficiently
carried on on account of there not being a fixed standard —Yes. I understand he has
no power, and it would require a change in the Act to enable him to fix a standard.

22973. My understanding is that the Privy Council has not fixed a standard. T
think it is so stated in the reports, and therefore the officers are without a standard,
without which they are unable to say whether liquor sold is illegal or not ¢—Yes.

22974, Is that not your understanding of the situation ?—My impression is that
the Act of Parliament does not give authority to the Governor in Council ; but you
may beright. It may be there is some clause in the Act giving the Governor General
power from time to time to fix the standard on that subject, but not particularly with
respect to liquor.

22975. But you cannot give us any positive information on that subject I—No.

22976. From what you have said the Commissioners would conclude that there is
not a sufficient inspection of liquor sold at the present time !—That is my impression.

22977. Is it your impression that the liquors sold in your district are largely
adulterated ? ) .

22978, So far as my experience has gone, I should say certainly not. The error
would be that some are as much too strong as others are too weak. There is consider-
able variability.

22979. The adulteration to which you referred I think you characterized as harm-
less adulterations !—Yes, not injurious to health.

22980. The law was changed a short time ago, and manufacturers have to store
their productions for a certain period before they can be sold. Have you knowledge
of that fact 7—Yes, I believe such is the case.

22981. For how long a period must they be stored?—I cannot say; I do not
remember.

22982. Can you tell us the object of that storage’—The object, of course, is to
cause the separation of one of the most injurious substances which is formed at the
same time as alcohol, amyl alcohol or fusel oil, which is one of the intoxicating princi-
ples and-always occurs in the fermentation of raw grain, and sometimes also in malted
grain, but which is considered very much more deleterious and intoxicating than aleohol
itself. This has been to a very large extent removed, and in the samples of liquor
which I have examined it has only occasionally been detected, and that in exceedingly
small quantities. So that it has been practically, to a large extent, removed by the
manufacturers. Still, it must be remembered that spirits are not kept in this country
so long as in the old country for the purpose of removing this objectionable ingredient,
and some portion of the deleterious effects of liquors may be attributed to the practice
of consuming liquors too soon after they had been manufactured.

22982a. Then you consider that the keeping of liquor for some time before it is
placed on the market is advantageous and tends to improve it %—Yes, invariably. And
that applies more particularly to wine than to spirits.

22983. Do you not think that whisky is greatly improved by leaving it in bond
two years, and that it is then less objectionable —Yes, it is a very much less objection-
able beverage. The Government have gone further than that, for they allow a draw-
back on all fusel oil manufactured in the distilleries, thus giving the distillers every
inducement to separate it from the spirits that will, after the regulated time, enter into
consumption.

22984. How does the separation of the fusel-oil occur ?—It separates by difference
in the gravity, by which one liquid can be drawn away from the other. The two will
separate by age, and they will separate into two layers, one of which can be drawn from
the other.

22985. I suppose in practice one layer is drawn off t—Yes.

22986. Have you any knowledge of how it is done !—The whisky is put into large
inclosed tanks, and there are taps at different heights from which the gravity is ascer-
tained. 'When the whole of the fusel-oil is removed, there is a difference in the equilibrium
of the liquids. They separate into layers, and when that process is complete, the alcohol
is drawn from the upper layer. Towards the end of the operation there is a little of the
fusel-oil remaining, and this is transferred to small tanks and is there separated.
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22987. It is donein bulk before it is putinto casks %—Yes, I believeso ; I have not
seen it in operation.

22988. Have you any knowledge of the character of the tank or vessel in which it
is kept —No, I have not. ‘

22989. You do not know whether it is copper or wood #—1I believe it is a large iron
tank. .

22990. Would it make any difference whether the vessel was of wood, copper, iron
or glass %I think iron would be the most objectionable of the metals. A large bulk
facilitates the separation ; in small casks the separation would not be as complete.

22991. Do you think it is better after the separation of the fusel-oil has been carried
out, that the whisky should be put into bottles or into casks? In which do you think
it would be better preserved, or would it make any difference 7—I think casks would be
better than bottles. There should be an intermediary stage, because under the circum-
stances there would be a slight quantity of fusel-oil remaining in solution in the aleohol,
and the fusel-0il would have a greater tendency to sink in the wooden casks than the
aleohol itself.

22992. Do you mean that it would sink and be absorbed %—Yes, and be separated.

22993. Is there a certain standard adopted with respect to the quantity of alcohol
which should be in liquor when it comes from the manufacturer 7—1I believe there is such
a regulation by the Inland Revenue Department, but it has not come under my notice.

22994. Is there not a regulation in Canada that whisky shall contain a certain
quantity of alcohol? What is the meaning of *proof,” or so much “over proof ” I
The proof relates to a particular quantity of alcohol and of water, a mixture, and the
word ¢ proof ” stands for a specific gravity of}920. That is taken to be the standard of
proof spirits. Then there is a scale of degrees, which is quite arbitrary, describing
spirits as being so much over proof or so many degrees under proof, according as it
contains more or less water than proof. Absolute alcohol is 63 degrees over proof, that
is what is called in commerce absolute alcohol.

22995. What is the meaning of that term ? Does it it indicate a certain percent-
age of alcohol in the liquid ?—63 per cent is equal to 95 per cent of alcohol, which is
the strongest commercial alcohol sold. It is not possible to get it higher except by
special chemical means.

22996. Can you tell the Commissioners what is the strength of the whisky sold in
Canada ¢ Take a large distillery, does the spirits sent out require to be up to a certain
- standard ! Can you tell the Commission what that standard really means in ordinary
terms ?—1I shall have to reply to that question in a little memorandum which I will send
in. At the same time I will give particulars with respect to whisky and other com-
mercial spirits.

22997. If the standard were reduced the intoxicating power of the article would
be lessened, would it not =—It would. ‘

22998. Would any harm result from reducing this standard, allowing a larger
proportion of water ?—It would be of benefit to the consumer so far as his health is cgn~
cerned, but it would be more out of his pocket. Of course it is a question of taste.
22999. It would mean that he would be paying for water rather than for alcohol?
—VYes. h

23000. But suppose he was compensated by a lower price being charged for the
article ——Then no injury could accrue to him.

23001. Do you know any special reason why such a high standard of alcohol has
been fixed upon —No, I am not aware.

23002. Have you observed in your reading on the subject that the quantity of alco-
hol varies in the spirits sold in different countries?—Yes, and also in the different
spirits. Rum contains more alcohol than whisky, and gin is very variable. I believe
there is a standard for whisky and brandy in the Paris Codex, and in the United
States Dispensatory, but I am not aware that it has been adopted by the British Phar-
macopeeia, which is our only authority in this country.

23003. Admitting that alcohol is injurious, would not the reduction of strength be
an improvement }—Yes, it would be an improvement, and be for the benefit of both
parties.
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23004. With regard to ales and beers sold: have you had many samples sent to
you for analysis %I have only received a few of the lower qualities, such as lager beer,
Weiss and Root beer, and others which are considered by some so light as to be scarcely
intoxicating beverages. In this I have found the percentage of alcohol varies. The
Niagara beer contains one and a half per cent of alcohol.

23005. Is that the ordinary malt liquor %—It is a concoction of different kinds of
roots, probably also containing a little extract. Weiss beer, made of malt and hops,
contains from three to six per cent of alcohol. ~Cider contains about five per cent.

23006. About what percentage of alcohol does the ordinary beer made by such
establishments as the Montreal, and the London breweries contain —¥rom six to seven
per cent ; it very rarely amounts to ten per cent. Occasionally it may go over ten per
cent, but very rarely.

23007. You were proposing, Dr. Edwards, to add some figures to your evidence :
Have you got them now —Yes. The question relating to proof spirit, spirit of wine,
is indicated both in the United States and in the British Pharmacopwia. It consists of
rectified spirits, five parts, and distilled water three parts. That is thus explained, and
you ask for the explanation. A hundred measures of rectified spirit of specific gravity
of 838 mixed with six measures of water, yield 156 measures of proof spirit ; therefore,
spirit of wine is called 56 measures per cent over proof because there is a diminution
* involved by the mixing of the alcohol with the water, and therefore this diminution of
volume, amounting to 56, is called 56 measures over proof, and the standard is an
arbitrary one. These degrees go above and below proof spirit ; this is the explanation,
in the first place, of proof spirit, and, in the second place, of the degrees above and below
proof.

23008. T think you have stated in your evidénce that Canadian whisky, for instance,
would contain 95 per cent of alcohol 7—No, it was a mistake if I conveyed that impres-
sion. What I stated was that spirit of wine of sixty-five over proof would contain 95
per cent of aleohol ; it had no reference to whisky ; proof comes down to the rigid
measurement, that is of rectified spirits five parts and distilled water three parts, so
that it is a dilution of that, and they take the standard of that for proof spirit. The
proof spirit is not a rectified spirit, nor is it an absolute alcohol. With regard to
brandy ; brandy is a medicinal preparation both in the United States Codex and the
British Pharmacopeeia, and therefore we have a medicinal standard for that, and the
standard is from 45 to 56 per cent of absolute alcohol, that would amount to 56 or 60
over proof.

23009. Can you tell us the actual percentage of alcohol in Canadian whisky. Am
T correct in understanding that there is a standard up to which the Canadian whisky
manufactured has to come before it is permitted to be sold %—Well, I am not aware of
any such standard. According to the United States Pharmacopeeia, it must have a
specific gravity of not less than 917, nor over 930, but I believe that no standard for
sales has been fixed so far as I am informed.

23010. Are the figures which you have given us those which guide the inspectors?
—There is, for instance, an Inspector of the Inland Revenue Department who goes to
Toronto to inspect the production there ; he has to have some standard by which to
determine whether the spirit is up to the legal requirement or not +—He speaks as to
over or under proof which the spirit contains, he does not speak of specific gravity, nor
those percentages of alcohol. He says simply how much the spirit is under or over proof.

23011. Do you know, as a matter of fact, that he has any standard, and that if the
spirit failed to come up to the requirement, he would reject it %—I am not aware of that
regulation.

23012. It is natural to suppose that he must have some standard ; he does not
exercise simply his discretion —1I believe that the distiller pays duty upon the degrees
under or over proof ; the manufacturer has to pay upon the degrees under or over proof,
but he can sell it of any quality that he chooses, I believe ; there is no standard of sale
so fas as my experience goes.

23013. He may produce liquor at various degrees over proof, and the Inspector
would pass that, charging duty simply upon the degrees of proof ; is that what you un-
derstand 9—That is what I understand.

JouN Baker Epwarbs.
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23014. Then you cannot tell us, Dr. Edwards, I gather from your answers, how
Much alcohol there would be in Canadian whisky of the ordinary kind %—No, I believe
‘that a standard has not been fixed, and that is the effect of Mr. Macfarlane’s report. I
refer you to Mr. Macfarlane’s report for that matter. ' ,

23015. We had a gentleman of the medical profession before the Commission in

alifax. He gave evidence on the subject of rectified and unrectified spirits, and I
think he expressed the opinion that there was not much difference between the two.
hat is your opinion of unrectified spirits ; do you think they are more injurious than
Tectified spirits ¢—Certainly : I should consider unrectified spirits as perfectly noxious
and injurious to health. Not only so, but rectified spirits require considerable time to
8et rid of their noxious qualities before they are fit for consumption. T am fortified in
that by the British Pharmacopeeia, which prescribes that in the case of brandy, it must be
ept at least four years in store before it is fit for human use. That is the only prohi-
ition as to quality and the quantity of aleohol it contains, but it must be stored for a
time to get rid of its obnoxious ingredients, which would be injurious to health.

23016. Do you hold the same views with regard to the storing of brandy, that
¥ou hold with regard to the storing of whisky, namely, that it should be put into wood ?
—Yes, before it is bottled. It gives it the opportunity of gettingrid of these substances,
Which are absorbed by the wooden cask-as a filter.

23017. Have you paid any attention to the working of the liquor laws of this city ?
~I have been consulted specially with regard to the liquor sold in public parks, both
* by the Inland Revenue Department and by the City Counecil.

23018. With what object —With the object of ascertaining the percentage of
alcoho] in those liquors, and whether they were prejudicial to health.

23019. And are you prepared to state the conclusions you have come to on that
Question —I think that it would be favourable to the public health to supply weak
lquor, not exceeding, say, five per cent of alcohol on these public places. There is a
" 8reat deal of exercise taken in these places, and they would be less injurious in these
Places than in saloons, or if the people drank in the city.

23020. Do you think that the present liquor laws are well enforced in the city f—
T have no experience of that. _

23021. Do you consider the present laws in relation to the sale of liquor sufficient

satisfactorily regulate the traffic%—As regards the provincial law, the Provincial
Overnment insists that no liquor containing any intoxicating principle shall be sold
Without a special license, so that whether such liquors contain one and a half per cent,
9 two per cent of alcohol it does matter. If even one per cent of alcohol is present,
they cannot be sold on Sundays, or without a license.

23022. The present law, of course, provides for the selling of intoxicating drinks,
Or the prohibition of the sale at certain hours and on Sundays. Do you think these
ar:s are fairly well enforced in the city of Montreal I—As a citizen, I consider that they

. 23023. Are they sufficient for satisfactorily regulating the liquor traffic?—No, I
think they are insufficient.
23024. In what respect ?—That prosecutions have been issued against certain parties,
and they have never lost their licenses when found guilty. I think that where parties
Ve transgressed the law in this particular, a fine is not a sufficient penalty, but they
Should e deprived of the license after a second offence. Of course that is only my
Private view as a citizen.
23025. Do you consider it an advantage to reduce the number of licenses issued in
the city 9—TI do.
23026. What class of licensed places do you think it would be best to reduce in
Qumber ?__Those places which are called saloons, and in which only liquor is sold.
I 23027. There ought to be no such places in the city if the law was strictly observed.
. believe the present law states that in every place where liquor is sold the licensee must
I“PPIy meals. You do not think that is strictly observed in the city +—1I believe not, but
®annot answer from my own experience. .
th 23028. You think the saloons should be reduced in number?—Yes, and also that
© licenses should be taken away from groceries.
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23029. Would you take the licenses away altogether from grocery establishments !
—Well, either so, or else I would put such a high license upon them that only those
which did a large business could afford to pay such a license. .

23030. Have you any reason to suppose from your observations that these places,
which are only licensed to sell liquor to be taken away, sell and allow it to be drunk on
the premises %-—I have no personal knowledge of that.

23031. Have you had any experience of a district where a prohibitory law was in
force ; either what is known as local option, or the Scott Act or Dunkin Act?—Yes,
visited Portland in Maine several years ago.

23032. There is a prohibitory law there ?—Yes.

23033. Will you tell us something about what you observed there —I think there.
was a better state of conduct in the streets than there is in most places of its size.
would particularly mention that I was in Pembroke, in Ontario, during a trial. I was
there for about a week, during which there was a large accession of population on account
of the exciting nature of the case. There were a great many witnesses, and there was
a great deal of disorder through consumption of liquor. I had occasion to go again t0
the same place when the Scott Act was in force, several months afterwards, and I then
found a very different condition, both in the streets and in the hotels; I found that
there was much more order, and much less noise at night. It was much quieter in the
hotel, and in that respect I think the adoption of the Scott Act was to the advantage of
the place.

23034. You think there was greater order —Yes, better order in the streets, and
those idle people, the witnesses who were not engaged, had not an opportunity of in-
dulging in drinking just as a pastime.

23035. There was less drunkenness %—Yes, and less noise.

23036. You speak of Pembroke, Ontario ?—Yes, when it was under the Scott Act.

23037. What year was that?—1I am not quite sure, 1886 or 1887.

23038. Did you notice any evidence of liquor being sold there during the time yot
were in the town?—No. I made some inquiries of the druggists, and I found they were
exceedingly strict, and that there was no possibility of their selling without a medical
certificate. I only inquired from these stores as a matter of curiosity, but the change in
the comfort of the hotel was very marked indeed.

23039. Have you at all considered the desirability of the total prohibition of the
manufacture, importation and sale of alcohol, except for medicinal and mechanical pur
poses I—I have given general attention to the subject. :

23040. May I ask you if you think that such an enactment by the Dominion Par-
liament is desirable I—It would be desirable, if practicable.

23041. Is it your opinion that it is not practicable +—1It is.

23042. Have you any special reasons for coming to that conclusion, or is it a mere
opinion —From my observation of public opinion, public opinion is not ripe for such &
change. The first step, I think, in that direction would be woman suffrage; then the
ladies would have a voice in Parliament, and then I believe we should have public
opinion on the question, but at present we are not ripe for it.

23043. You think that public opinion is not sufficiently educated up to that point
of prohibiting the manufacture and importation of all liquors —1I believe it is not, an
at present our constitution is that we must be governed by the majority.

23044. And do you think if sixty per cent of the population of the Dominion should
vote for a prohibitory law, it would be perfectly right to enforce it on the forty per cent
who object —You might have a consenting minority.

23045. When they are willing to submit to a vote on the subject %—Yes.

23046. The result of not having a consenting minority would be what, in your
opinion f—Anarchy, I am afraid. General rebellion against it. Vested interests are 50
large that there would be enough to cause an outbreak, I am afraid, if such a majority
were to attempt to rule. .

23047. What, in you opinion, would be the effect upon the public morals of having
a law upon the statute-book which was not observed —Educationally it would be of ad-
vantage, and I think that the first step towards the instruction of the people in the
) JouN BAKER EDWARDs.
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principles of temperance must begin in schools. It is the most important step we can
take, and it should be made a matter of education, so that another generation would be
able to do what we would not be able to do in this generation.

23048. I think, perhaps, you have not quite apprehended the question. Suppose
we had a prohibitory law enacted immediately, you think public opinion isnot sufticiently
advanced to enforce it. 1f by force of circminstances such a law should be passed by
the Dominion Parliament, it would follow that it would not be observed. What effect
would it have upon the morals of the community, if such a law were upon the
statute-book and not observed %—I do not think it would have an injurious effect ; it
would be a protest in favour of morality. I could see no objection to passing such a
law, even were it a dead letter, provided the majority consented.

23049. But if the police proceeded to ignore the law, would that be an advantage %
—1I think it would still be an advantage to have the expression of opinion of the
majority : I am still assuming a majority of 60 per cent.

23050. You look upon the illicit sale of liquors, and smuggling, and offences of
that kind as immoral ¢ —Yes.

23051. And hurtful to the public morals?—Yes, but not more so than the im-
morality caused by drink, which might, to a certain extent, be debarred by these
Statutory regulations. ) .

23052, But illicit selling and smuggling encourage the sale of drink. If you had
a prohibitory law, which was not ohserved, and parties went on to sell and distribute
liquor, you would have them breaking the law and distributing a dangerous commodity.

ould that not be the case, following up your argument !--It would, but they would
be more liable to conviction, and they would know they were doing wrong; at present
they do not know they are doing wrong. they are not aware of the moral evil which
they are doing.

23053. Of what class are you speaking 7—Of those who sell legally.

23054. The illicit vendor is breaking the law, and distributing also what you look

,upon, judging from the nature of the replies you have made, as a hurtful article. The
Smuggler is aiding in thegsame work ; they are both breaking the law, and they are
both distributing the intoxicating beverages. Now, if we had a prohibitory law, and
Parties proceeded to manufaicture, and import, and sell contrary to the law, they would
still be distributing the offensive and dangerous article, and at the same time breaking the
law 1—Yes, but limited to the extent which the State might take special pains to prohibit.
. 23055, Are you quite convinced of that; have you thought it out whether really
1t would be to a smaller extent. The illicit sale now is very considerable, the smug-
gling is very considerable, the illicit selling and smuggling under a prohibitory law
Wwould still be very considerable, probably more so than now. Would there not also he
a large acquisition to those who desired to get drink in some shape or other, and who
Would encourage illicit selling? People who want drink now can get it at licensed
Places, afterwards they would have to get it at unlicensed places. Do you think that
the unlicensed places and the illicit sale would be likely thereby to be decreased %I
think that the amount of the sale would be decreased, but the amount of the criminality
Wwould be increased. The amount of the sale would be very much diminished, and
People would be afraid to incur the criminality. :

23056. You think the criminality would be increased —Yes.

By Judge McDonald :

23057. Do you consider that it is wrong for a man to take intoxicating liquor to any
extent whatever —No, I do not.

23058. You think that the moderate use of intoxicating liquor is not wrong:

0 you think, therefore, the taking of liquor in itself is not a sin per se 7——No.

23059. You have stated that, in your opinion, the passage at the present time of a
Prohibitory enactment would produce anarchy in the community +—Yes.

23060. Do you think that the production of anarchy in the community, or alaw
Which could produce it, could be a good educator to the community %—Not at all, T am
Speaking of the fear which I would entertain that in that case there would be a rebel-
tous feeling on the part of the lower class.
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23061. It struck me that there was a conflict, perhaps unintentional, in your ans-
wers to the Chairman’s questions, in this way: You said that ypu think such a law, if
passed at the present time, would probably produce anarchy, and that evil results would
flow from such a state of things. Do you think that would be injurious to the morality
of the community ?—Tt is beyond my ability to say. Of course a rebellion against cer-
tain things would be a blessing—a rebellion against alcohol would result well.

23062. Do you consider that any law which is openly and flagrantly violated is a
good educator }—1I am afraid we shall get into a theological argument.

23063. If you say yes or no, I will take your answer, whichever it is?—The deca-
logue is not always obeyed, but it is right nevertheless,

23064. Well, Dr. Edwards, to come back to the special matter in regard to which
you were called, the question of the inspection of liquors: I understand you to say that
liquors which have been given to you to test have, as a general rule, been comparatively
pure, and the adulterations of a harmless character —Yes, that is my experience.

23065. Do 1 understand you to say that the number of samples submitted to you
form only a small portion of the total quantity sold —A very small proportion.

23066. How many samples would you say in Montreaal 2—There were twelve in this
city sent to me, and proportionately about twice that number during twelve months :
I am speaking of samples alone.

23067. Were these liquorsin the original bottles %—Some of them were and some of
them were not : some of thein were filled evidently in old bottles bearing other labels and
were relabelled for the purpose.

23068. Are the manufacturers’ labels carefully washed away from the hottles or
removed before brought to you, I mean the labels which show from what distillery they
come !—Not in all cases: they are partially covered in some cases, in others they betray
the manufacturer’s name, but not the name of the vendor. .

23069. In any of these cases in which they betray the manufacturer’s name, was
that the name of a manufacturer in what you would call good repute 2—Yes, and several
samples belonged to the same manufacturer in different districts. .

23070. Do I understand that in obtaining liquors fro places, there would be a
risk that the officers would get a sample which is pure, while there might be otherliquors
which were not pure —Yes.

23071. Does the same officer supply you ali the time —Yes.

23072. Do you know whether that officer visits these places to purchase t-—He does.

23073. Might there not be a certain risk of the dealer being acquainted with him
personally and knowing him when he came in to purchase %—Yes,

23074. While we are on that point, and having had much experience, could you
suggest any improvement in the mode of getting these liquors to be tested 21 would
suggest that where the place of a man is visited in that way, samples of nearly all the
liquors he has on the premises should be taken. I do not mean two or three samples of
gin or whisky, but that samples should be taken of all that he has, and that there should
be a general analysis of what he is selling to the public. T think it is not sufficient to
ask for brandy or whisky or any particular liquor and to take only one or two samples.
The custom of the country is to use mixed drinks such as gin cocktails and mixtures,
and it is in these mixtures that adulterated substances are contained ; and these are the
substances which disagree with the stomach and probably produce worse results than
intoxication, as they upset the condition of the man and increase the effects of the
intoxicants. These mixtures are not given for analysis, because they are not intoxicat-
ing in themselves; therefore, we do not get a thorough overhauling of every article
offered for sale. I think it would be an improvement to have a general examination.

23075. Do you think there might be a more general inspection as to places in
ditferent parts of the district %—1I think the amount of analysis ought to be atleast ten
times more than it is at present, and probably it ought to be in the hands of an analyst
who would give his whole time to the business, because it would occupy the whole time
of a person to investigate thoroughly the quality of liquors sold in Montreal alone.

23076. Therefore, as a specialist and as a citizen, you think that a rigid inspec-
tion as to the quality of the liquor should be obtained 7—I think it would be very desir-
able.

JouN BAKER EpwaRDs,
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23077. We have a very large volume of testimony taken in different places, as well
as in this city, as to the effects upon the people who drinle the compounds that are
bought in some places. The effects are such as are not generally produced from
the mere taking of alcohol, and instead of drunkenness it is craziness that comes
on the people who use these compounds. That testimony was given here and in other
places, and it seems to be very widespread. What do you think would cause that differ-
ence : while alcohol produces drunkenness, these other mixtures produce craziness, and
sometimes stupidity —1I cannot explain that by the nature of the liquor sold ; T believe
that alcohol is a cumulative poison, and that entering the system, it gradually acts upon
the different nerves of the body. If the habitual drunkard takes even pure liquor, he
time and time again will get into a condition in which his nerves and brain become
affected and sodden, for alcohol afterall is a true poison.

23078. How do you explain the different effects on different persons: if some take
a small quantity of liquor it maddens them, and the effect is more like lunacy than
anything else I—Many things have to be taken into account to explain that effect, per-
haps want of food or condition of the atmosphere. Some people will indulge in these
liquors on an extremely sultry or hot day, under conditions in which they are liable to
get sunstruck.

23079. May adulterated liquor with poisonous compounds produce such an effect?
—Undoubtedly ; that is to say, we know some substances that will produce that kind
of effect, but we have not found those substances in the liquor supposed to be
adulterated.

23080. You have said that most of the tampering with spirits is by adding water.
Suppose that a man having adulterated liquor with water, and wishing at the same
time for something that will be fiery enough to please his customer’s taste, put tobacco
into the cask from which he draws his whisky, what would be the effect on the consumer ?
—Well, the man who drank it would not require a second glass of it; he would
probably go into a state of delirium and he would not be a very good customer. There
would be no object in a man destroying the custom which he has invited, by doing a
thing like that.

23081. Suppose a dealer added what is called “ bluestone "—1 think it iy the same
as blue vitriol, bluestone being the common name of the country—what would be the
effect It would most probably produce vomiting very shortly and gastric pains.

23082. Would it cause a burning sensation in the throat —Yes.

23083. And a fiery feeling in the stomach?—Yes, and most probably the stomach
would eject it.

23084. Suppose a person added logwood chips to what is called “ port wine,”
Wwhat would be the effect It would be an astringent, causing stoppage of the bowels ;
but I do not think it would have any physical effect.

23085. It would be astringent on the throat ?-—It would likely be.

23086. I think you made the remark, and it struck me in passing, that you have
found, so far as wine is concerned, that the heavier kinds are mostly tampered with
by syrups being added ?-—Yes, imitations of port and sherry.

23027. Have you analysed much port wine ?—Very little.

23088. Have you any reason to suppose that any port or sherry which you have
analysed has been thoroughly genuine ¢—There would be a ditficulty in establishing the
&enuineness of any wine ; all these were manufactured and manipulated very much.

23089. Taking the general question, and passing again from your position as a
Specialist to that of a citizen, or in both relations, what would you think, supposing
that prohibition could not be carried or enforced at the present time, of trying to stop
the sale of the heavier liquors and seeking to confifte the people to the use of light wines
and ales 7—Well, I think that could only be done by raising the duties or licenses upon
these heavier liquors.

23090. Do you think it would be an advantage to the people ?—1I think it would be
very desirable. I think that liquors in this country are too cheap; they are cheaper

han they are in the old country or in the States. The habit in these saloons and bars
OL giving a man a decanter to help himself is conducive to immoderate drinking. In
ngland a drink is limited to a certain quantity. Here some people are well known to
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help themselves very liberally out of bottles. I repeat that liquor is too cheap here,
and that the raising of the?licenses would have the effect of causing the publican to look
after his liquor, it would be an advantage in the way of sobriety.

23091. It has been stated that under high license the result would be that men
would sell poorer classes of liquor to make up for the increased expenditure I—So far as
my experience goes, they would make up for it by diluting with water, and that is no
harm to the consumer.

23092. Speaking of other drinks that you have analysed, Weiss beer and beers of
that kind, what do you think generally is their effect upon the people, healthful or the
contrary ?—1I think there is no objection to Weiss beer, or to any malt or hop beer
which does not exceed five per cent of alcohol ; but when it comes to six or seven per
cent, it is to be dealt with as an intoxicating drink.

23093. Have you ever tested peppermint and those drinks sold as temperance
drinks %—Yes ; no doubt they contain a small percentage of alcohol. Even in ordinary
ginger ale there must be a small percentage of alcohol to keep it, less than one per cent
though, but that is in order to make transparent the amount of essential oil and flavour-
ing which it contains. 1t amounts, however, to so small a proportion in the whole
quantity consumed, that it is hardly worth speaking about ; for instance, people do not
take more than one bottle of ginger ale at a time, and there is a limit to the quantity
they drink.

23094. Speaking of lager, is there anything hurtful in it? It has been stated that
there is resin in it %—That would only act as a refining agency.

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

23095. Do I understand that the adulterations are largely a cheapening process I—
That is so.

23096. You have not yet discovered serious’and deleterious substances in these
liquors?—In some cases I find such substances as capsicum and cayenne pepper, but
such a small quantity that it would only occasion a desire for liquor ; I have also found
salt in beer, but to so small an extent that it is difficult to say if it is injurious to health.

23097. We had it in evidence in Halifax from the Medical Superintendent of the
insane asylum that nothing used in adulteration was, in his belief, worse than spirit itself.
Do you agree, in the main, with that opinion ; I think you have said that all alcohol is a
real poison?—Yes, alcohol with its accompaniments. At the same time I must say,
with regard to the liquors which I have ordinarily examined, that aleohol is the main
poisonous substance which is present, hut still it is often charged that liquors have been
drugged, and they have been drugged with such substances as opium, cannabis indica
and others which would produce rapid coma. These have been given for the purpose of
robbery ; that is within my police experience and not within my experience as public
analyst.

23098. Your police experience in Montreal %-—No, in Liverpool. T had twelve
years' experience there in connection with the courts of law, hefore I came to this
country ; and there I examined liquors which contained these adulterants, about
which so much has been said in the press and other publications. That is not my ex-
perience in this country. These substances were found in liquors in houses of prostitu-
tion or in low liquor shops.

23099. Are these more injurious than alcohol 2—These are poisonous, independent
of the alcohol altogether, and they are still more injurious.

23099a. They were introduced into the liquor for that purpose ?—Yes, to produce
rapid insensibility.

By the Chairman :
23100. Not death necessarily 1—No.,

By Rev. Dr. McLeod :

23101. They were supposed to reduce the users to such a condition that they could
be robbed I—Yes.
Jouy Baker Ebwarps.
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23102. That was purely a police experience. Were you acting for the police
force in an attempt to bring to book those dangerous characters ?—Yes.

23103. Have you found any such adulterations in your experience in Montreal %—
I have not.

23104. What is the effect of the continuous use as beverages of alcoholic liquors :
I mean not the excessive use, but the continuous use in moderation %It produces dif-
ferent effects in different individuals. It may cause degeneration of the heart, and
sometimes of the liver, and all the organs are involved in a state of debility and defi-
ciency as regards the assimilation of food. Eventually upon the accumulation of alcohol
in the system, it acts specially on the brain.

23105. You have spoken of what are called five per cent drinks as less injurious.
Do we understand that they are both injurious, but that these are so in a less degree 9—
I do not think the injurious effect of alcoholic liquor is ever measured in degree by the
percentage of alecohol. There are effects due to the ingredients in the drink, whether
malt or substances connected with malt ; and in the case of wines, there are also dif-
ferent effects upon the system. , No general rule can be laid down as to what effect a
particular intoxicating liquor will have in relation to its quantity of alecohol ; some will
be more poisonous, though less aleoholic than others. The question is the ability of the
system to throw off the whole of this alcohol by the eliminating organs, by the kidneys,
or by the glands of the skin. If there is a deficiency in the eliminating organs or if
these get paralyzed or choked in any way from any cause, then the effects of aleohol
become more marked, and the alcohol is in proportion a greater poison.

23106. Do you regard these liguors in any case as a food —No, I do not. I
formerly did so, but I have given that up: I think they may be just as well done
without altogether,

23107. I presume there are cases of old persons in feeble condition and persons
seriously sick with certain troubles in which wines may be used with advantage %—They
are excellent medicinally, but are to be used as medicines and not as heverages.

23108. You have abandoned the theory that they are in any case food 7—They are
not necessary food.

23109. Have you observed that the use of wines or five per cent beer encourages
or tends to the use of stronger liquors —1I think malt liquors of a low grade do not give
a taste for strong liquors.

23110. I understood you to say that the standard beers contain from six to seven
per cent of alcohol 7—Yes.

23111. Do you think that is a percentage which might create a tendency to the use
of stronger liquors? I think that the other ingredients of the malt beer tend to in-
crease the eliminating powers, and that there is not any such accumulation of alcohol
as there would be in the case of wine or spirits.

23112. In answer to a question concerning prohibition, I understood you to say
that there would be an increase of illicit sales, and that the amount of criminality
would be increased. Did you mean to say the increase in criminality would be
in the increase of illicit sales7—The amount of criminality in the individual who
seeks it, in the persons who sell and the persons who indulge. Each knows he is
transgressing the law. Now he knows he is acting legally, and therefore there would

e an increase in criminality. .

23113. Do you think there would be an increase of crimes from the drink trade if
the drink trade were made illicit 7—No, I do not.

23114. Which do you think would be more demoralizing, the illicit sale under pro-
hibition or the legalization of the trade?—I am not prepared to say.

23115. Do you believe that law generally is an educator I—Ido not know enough
about it, fortunately, to be able to say. Everybody is supposed to know the law, but
I must say that T do not.

23116. You said a prohibitory law, although it were a dead letter, would have a
good effect, and I understood you to say that the law would have an educating effect !
—That was a suggestion.

23117. Do you think that a law against an evil creates and strengthens public
Opinion against that evil7—Yes.
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23118. Do you believe that a prohibitory law, if it were practicable, if public
sentiment demanded it and it were thoroughly enforced, or fairly well enforced, as other
laws are, would have a beneticial effect I—Have we not that now—option to adopt prohi-
bition.

23119. Do you believe the effects are beneficial where prohibition under local option
or any other form is fairly well enforced %—As far as T have observed, they are so.

23120. How long elapsed between your two visits to Pembroke %—I think six
months. I visited Pembroke four times, twice during the prohibition period, and it was
my experience on both occasions that there was a manifest improvement.

23121. Do you think a general prohibitory law, if it could be enforced, is desirable
in the interests of the country —1I think I said it would be desirable, but impracticable.

23122. Did you state the people needed to be educated up to it —Yes.

23123. And if education touching the effects of alcohol were given in the schools,
the next generation would be able to do what this generation is unable to do?—Yes.

By the Chairman :

23124. Your first visit to Pembroke which, I think, is in the County of Renfrew,
was made when %I think in 1885.

23125. And the Scott Act was not then in force in the county 7--On my fiest visit
it was not in force, and I then observed the evil effects of alcohol being distributed
among the jurors and the witnesses.

23126. Your second visit was made when !-—TIt would be in the spring of 1885, and
the third was in September of the same year.

23127. Do you know if the Scott Act is now in force in that county?—I do not
know.

23128. The Act was voted on in Renfrew in 1884, and carried by 730, and in 1888
it was defeated by 910. Would you take that a