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"The City of Smuhme"
CAPITAL OF

BRITISH COLUMBIA
AND ITS

2-OBSERVATORIES - 2

. TUt te • of iiitcrast net mdy to
residents, but to visitors and others abroad who
arc anxious to. learn the truth respecting our

Taking irsv tiie qocetion ot ttmpcntorc, it it

most misleading to compare the annual average
temperature of one stati^ with another; for

instance, that of Victoria is 49A degrow, ^fAUt
in the Prairie Provinces there are districts where
the annual average temperature ia tha same, that

is, the greater heat in summer rounteracts the

cold in winter. We must, titereiore, compare
A* mge of temperature tittwecn the hottest and
coUctt pcriedt ol jpHur*



Prepared- bjr

F. NAPIER DENiSON
OtrtCtOr British Columbia Meteorological

Obacrvatory, Vtctori«, B.C.

iMMTy My
D*inM l>*trMs

AmmI Ha

pHraM
Victoria . 39.0 61.0 22

Vancouver 36.0 63.0 27.0

Kamloopft 22.0 69.0 47.0

61.0 48.0

Winnipeg . —2.0 66.0 68.0

Toronto 22.0 68.0 46.0

Halifax . 24.0 64.0 40.0

The following
table gives the aver-

age typical statiom

throughout Canada,

also t h e Masonal
range and the ntan-

bcr of degrees each
atatibtt is above Vic-

toria.

Vto-

Urn* •/ fttltria'M Mamj

5.0

2SA
26.0

46.0

24.0

18.0

Victoria possesses the smalleit seasonal
range, viz.: 22 degrees, while inland, away from
the influence of the sea, the extresM* katween
sun-.Rier and winter increase, until <;« > -an
is reached at Winnipeg wAmt Hun
to 68..S degrees. Passing eastwara ^T-^nto

the moderating influence of the" Great i^akes is

pronounced in winter and finally at Halifax which,
like Victoria, is. situated on the sea. we find the
seasonal range has greatly decreased, but is still

more than in tliia loudity.

The question naturally arises, why is this

portion of our fair Dominion so favorably endow-
ed climatically?

Our cool summers and remarkably mild win-
ters are due to Victoria being situated on the
southern extremity of this vast Island, surrounded
almost on three sides by the everchanging tidal

waters, in conjunction with the prevailing west-
erly winds of this latitude, which prevent oppres-
sive heat in mmmmt «td nedertte the cold <rf

winter.



The pretence also of the vwt areas of low

barometric pretaure vMth hover over the adjacent

ocean during tiM wbiMr monilM tmd to bMf
thia tcaaon mfld.

When a cold wave, ^hich usually awttps
aoHtbeaatward from the Ynkon, wfoM Ae
Prairie Provinces on its way to the Atlantic,

spreads southward over this province the cold

northerly winds from the Mainland are tempered

in croaaing the inland tidal watara of tht ttratt

of Georgia.

Respecting the annual average precipitation

«(rain and apow) at mcteria and ctrt^ atatfom.

tha f^ewhig table tbom aan* int

Inches

Vktofia ..........«M

Beaver Lake 34.46

Coldstream Laka.. 65.70

Nanaimo 38.66

Vaacovvar S9J4

Halifax S6M
BrUf In Mtfu HiU tttrk

One of the Many Entrancing Views
From the Meteorological Observatory

Oonxales Hilt



Victoi .a hold* a

rmarkably favorable

r*eer4 el 'enljr ttM
inchch. while at Beaver

Lake, only five ' ilea

diatant, the amount

riaw to M to^lMt and

m OeMttrcatn. at an

clavation of ov«r 1.700

feet, and only thirttan milaa from Vktocii, tilt

anrtragc anraam to M tediM.

The figures for Nanaimo show an incrcaae for

lliat portion of the Eastern coast of Vancouver

lafamd. dietM for VaMouvtr rtpraant la •

general way the average annual amount on th*

lower Mainland. Halifax rapimnta an AttttRtk,

Coast sUtion.

The heaviest amounts of precipitation in

Western British Columbia are brought to our

shores from the Pacific m the great atmoaphcric

diaturbmeas iriiich aprcad inland ovtr tids prev>

ince in winter. The moiiture-laden air first meats

the mountains of the West Coast where heavy

rain ia ganaraL Th* aame air in paaaing the

comp«>tf»dy low land and open comtry about

Victoria loaca a remarkably small amount of

precipitation, while at the elevation of Coldstream

Lake much more ia recorded, and the heavy fall

to the west of the Mainland mountains prove

the praMnca of vaat quantttiaa of moUtnra atlB

fat At tit*

The renurkolde absence of foga in tWs

vidnhy, wfakh to do* to the open country about

na and the almost constant movement of the air,

is a great factor in connection with the building

up of an important ahipping port such as Vic-

toria to rapidly becoming.

The large amount of bright sunahine enjoyed

here to raRtarlo^lc. The average yearly unount

to 2.068 hours, that to». MEARLY SIX HOURS
PER DAY.



Throughout the summer months visitors are

truck by the steady fine weather enjoyed and

the absence of thtuiderstorms. Althonsh the local

precipitation is so light ample quantities occur

within a short distance which insure the best of

water suppltea for alt pnrpOMS, rachi^g power
and light

At the •eraffe lowest temperature of the

coldett month here is decidedly above tlie frees*

ing point, Victoria is indeed tht "Evergreen City

of Canada." The geiieral appearance of our

winter foliace and green grasi pntMm l3aU moM
enfdurticaUjra

VICTORIA'S CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
BROUGHT THE ASTROPHYSICAL

OBSERVATORY HSRB

The selection of Victoria as the location for
'

the great new Dominion Observatory was due

solely to this city's splendid cQmatic advantages.

For more < than two yeara investigations were

carried on throughout the whole of Canada for

the purpose of choosing the best site, and Rnally

Victoria was decided upon, because it is the best

site available, not merely in all Canada but on

the entire continent, owing to the low range of

temperature and the sfadinesa and dmgnam H.

the atmosphere.

GOVERNMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT

When the decision to locate the Dominion
Observatory at Victoria was reached in 1914 the

following announcement was made by die Qov-
emment:

"The Dominion Government has readied Ae
important decision of histidBng on Little Saanieh

Mountain, a short distance from Victoria, an

Astronomical Observatory carrjring a 72-inch

reflecting triMcopa, which will be larvei tinft ngr
in use at liM present time in mf part tfM

world.

"After the most exhaustive expert investiga-

tion, covering practically every part of the

Dominion, Victoria has been chosen aa the site

because of its superlative climatic md atmo^Mric
conditions. As soon as our data had been com-

piled respecting this locality, all doubt vanished

to whwi^~ t^iticw ^tasitftf -feik**

'



VICTORIA
THE HOME OF THE LARGEST

TSLEtCOPK 19 THB WORLD

TO REACH THE OBSERVATORIES

The D<Hiuiuoii AftrophyiHcal ObMrvatory

may be readitd moiitw from the ei^ or hf
electric train via the B.C. Electric InMrarban

Line, alighting at Observatory Station.

The Meteorological Observatory may be

reached bjr street car Ko. 6 (Fold Ba3r)t al^tinf
M the tWBiinK of dtt fine.

Issued With the CompUments of tiM .

Free Information Bureau
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