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WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN AFGILANISTN
ROUNDTABLE REPORT

Canadian Coalition in Support of
Women in Afghanistan

On December 2, 1999, a group of women traveled from Toronto to Ottawa to have a meeting
with Foreign Affaira Minister Lloyd Axworthy regarding the human rights catastrophe facing thewomen of Afhnsa-I the three year period since the Taliban had taken over much of
Afghnsa and lmposed diaconian, health damaging, life-thetnn rules on the women and
girls of Afghanistan, Ca dan women had begun to formn groupa to speak out for these women,
to promote ares about their plight and to work for chne.

Seven woe e nTrnoo oebr4 99t ics h edt aethe issue forward.
The foudnziru nld

This group took their cocsto the meigwithMr. i
meetng r. xwothyshaed he oncrnsof the zrouD



The Canadian Coalition in Support of Afghan Women was established February 29, 2000. More
thn 86 organizationsand individuals were contacted. They were advised that a conference call
would be arranged in April and a national conference would be held on June 10. To date, 21
organizations said they would send representatives to the conference.

CREATE AN AWARENESS BUILDING CAMPAIGN
The Body Shop has included the women of Afghanistan in their Stop Violence Against Women,
2000 campaign. Apart from the on-going media coverage, several members of the coalition are
addressing gatherings in support of the women of Afghanistan at the following rallies:

•An Amnesty Intemnational rally in Vancouver May 1.
The Women for Women Afghanistan Rally in Calgary May 3.

• The Canadian Unitarian Council meeting in Calgary, May 16.
•A conference at the University of California, June 16
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* How to help Afhnstan's women today
3:00 Reor ibak to identify Actioni Plans
3:30 Action Plans-.

4:00 Farwel spechby argt Fansenpresident, 'Me Body Shop

ACTIO>N PLANS

How to Put Pressure on Governmenits That Suppo>rt the Taliban

* Boycott products from Pakistan, SaudiArabia and The United Arab Emirates
* Put pressure on corporations that do business with the fedncotrs
a Picket the embassies and consulates of those three countries ini Canada

0 Orgaea"walk of san" between the 9mase fPkstn Saudi Arabia and the
Emirates

govemrments;

copying their letters to, the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Addresses to le available on our

*e siteas~ c an

* Boycott the travel idustries of cutesthatsuprth ain

s an letters

the media

countri*ý



• Distribute the action plans from the coalition as widely as possible
• Include the issue in as many media outlets as possible including plays, music as well as

mainstream media
• Create a blacklist of international corporations involved in Afghanistan
• Piggyback this issue on the World March for Women
• Develop a comprehensive information package including videos, postcards, information

updates
• Work with the Canadian governiment on raising awareness
• Seek service clubs that will carry the message and get involved

How to Embarrass the Taliban

• Ask the War Crimes Tribunal in The Hague or the International Criminal Court to indict
Mullah Mohammed Omar

• Organize a Peoples War Crimes Tribunal to charge the Taliban under International and
Canadian law

• A Rk the Foreion Affnirq Miniqter tn maninar the Tnlikon'e æm.v++ + . :. .

Games



* Arrange support for Afghan women once they get to Canada
* Raise money for sehool supplies, medical supplies
* Build the national coalition - use the web site, flyers, a button
* Send Canadians to assist in the refugee camps; bring professionals from the camps for

training here in Canada
* Train rape crisis counsellors
* Cali on corporations to donate goods to be sent to the women



SELECTED CCFPD

Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding
Renewing Partnerships for the Prevention of Armed Conflict: Options to Enhance Rapid Deployment and
Initiate a UN Standing Emergency Capability. Peter Langille, Global Human Security Ideas and
Initiatives. Fall 2000.

Report from the Roundtable on Expert Deployment to International Peace Operations. CCFPD.
September 12, 2000.

Canadian Peacebuilding in the Middle East: Case Study of the Canada Fund in Israel/Palestine and
Jordan. Tami Amanda Jacoby, University of Manitoba. Fall 2000.

Les Enterprises canadiennes et la consolidation de la paix. Jean-Francois Rioux, Francisco-José Valiente,
and Christian Geiser, Université du Québec a Montréal. Le 31 octobre 2000.

Nuclear Weapons and Small Arms
Ballistic Missiles Foreign Experts Roundtable Report. Erie Regehr, Project Ploughshares and Peter
Moore, CCFPD. March 30, 2000.

NATO-Nuclear Weapons Roundtable Report. CCFPD. August 24-25, 2000.

Small Arms and the OAS Roundtable Report. CCFPD. April 28, 2000.

et al.
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