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(From the Memoir recently published.)

« Qn my return from church, he expressed
pleasure that I had been there, inquired
earnestly as to the appearance of interest in
the congregation, and talked “with animation
of missionary enterprises as sigos of the
deepening feeling of buman brotherhood.
+Js there any influence in the world,’ he
said, looking up in my face with kindling ex-
pression, ¢like the Christian religion, any
power which so insures the progress of man-
kind and the widest diffusion of good ?'.....

‘¢ As these plans for carrying out his cher-
ished convictions were described, he at once,
with his usual discritmination, stated the dan-
gers and difficitliies in the way, ending with
these words : - * I feel more deeply every day
the close personal relations which the Hea-
venly Father. sustains to every spirit, and
the strong hond of a cammon spiritual nature
between all human beings. But we must
beware of over-excited feeling, of vapue sen-
timent. of mingling our theoretical views or
our fuvorite imaginations with the truth. We
need 1o feel the reality,! with grear empha-
sis and expressiveness,—* the rrALITY of 2
spiritual life.  In the common affections, in
the usual relations, in seeming trifles, in the
contingencies and events of hourly existence,
we must learn o see a present Providence,
an all-inspiring Goodness.  Finding himself
mucli moved, he waved his hand, saying,—
* But I have talked enough.’ ,

. He _liked to" hear the minutest. details

_about friends, asked constantly afier his re-

latives and acquainrtances, and. was much
pleased ‘with sketches of eharacter. -~ ['10ld

him of the ——s, of their beautiful home af-’

‘fections, their Quaker-like simplicity - of life,
their sacrifices for ‘Anti-slavery, the blended
courage and peace with which’they had met
their rrials. - A beautiful 'smile spread over
his face as he listened,—his eyes full on
mine * Do such people grow among us?
he excloiined. when 1 had finished *This
is indeed refreshing. Tell me! have you
met many such spirits 7 On answering,
* They are not a few,” he replied, * The
earth, ‘then, is very rich!” On describing
anather lovely family, he remarked,—* Yes!
suel lite is very beautiful.  But they do not
seem to have a readiness to sacrifice all for
great cnds and the good of man, like the
s Itold him of , who left & good
situation ‘with ample support, because he
‘would not, even by silence, seem to compro-
mise the truth, and who, sick and weak, far
advanced in life, separated by poverty from
his -children, .and even fuor a time from his
wife whom he most tenderly loved, yet
struggled on patienily, cheerfully, till he had
paid debts incurred by failure years before,
although he had received the benefit of the
English bankrupt act. ” He looked up with
the words * This is a hero, a Christian hero.!
Again, I told bim of , who, dying the
-horrible death of cancer in the face, thongh
naturally a stern man, grew gentler, more
thoughtul, prayerful, bright, and' loving,
. YAh?P said he, *this shows us a
liule of the meaning of sorrow and pain.

~-How - grand s the power of the spirit?
- When reading to"him, he would say,—¢You

may pass that; let me hear of men, of peo-

i #The- courtesy. ‘with “which he every

- ‘morning: greeted the young woman who'ar-
' ranged:his room; and his kind inquiries'after

all: members of the household, was unvary-
-ing.” 7 As'the physician left him ‘oné morning,

" he ‘remarked,~— A’ paod - face . that,: and - a

-most kind man!’ ' He spoke with commend-
“ation of the great quiet of -the hotel, and of

- 'the’,readiness’ (0" oblige -exhibitéd by M, |-
. Hicks's family.’y -Hle seemed: deeply . moved

by the. considerate stiliness of the officers and
soldiers ‘of :a’ military "compadiny which had
hield’a review 'on the.green befurethe:house,

- and:dined;in a; veighboburing room.,. T'o his

‘auendaints aml watchers his thoughiful gra-
ant.’: W henever'we smooth-

d his:bed or” pillows, he - wouldsay, = You

anxicty seemed to be lest we should be
strained by lifiing him, wearied with watch-
ing, or injured by confinement; and he con-
stantly urged us to seek recreation, and to
take the fresh air. His apparent indifference
to outward conditions was most characteris-
tic. Whenever we attempted to make him
casier, he would say,—*'O, it is of no im-
portance,—of the least possible moment!
Thank you.’

. I observed continually, that his mind
scemed to be very active in sleep. Words
escaped from hiy lips, though they were sel-
dom distinct. But in every instance where
their meaning was caught, he appeared 10
be engaged in acts of prayer. *Heavenly
Father’ was most often intelligible. His
very earnesiness sometintes wakened him.
Once, on thus reusing, he said,—* I bave had
a singularly vivid dream of being engaged in
prayer for , by which he seemed to be
very deeply affected.’ And afier a short
slumber at the close of a restless night, his
first words were,—* I have had a most ge-
nial nap, and I do not know that my heart
was ever so overflowed by a grateful sense
of the goodness of God.” [t was miost char-
aeteristic, that a man, who through life had
such an aversion to any thing like parade of
religious feeling, should thus unconsciously
exhibit his all-pervading piety. Thursday
night he passed in a wholly wakeful state.
In the maming he told me that his mind had
been very aciive, that he had allowed it to
work freely, and had enjoyed greatly his
thoughts... .. -

“On Friday, September 30, he said to
Dr. Swift,—*I think myself less well.
‘Week has passed afier week; and; instead of
improving, 1 seem to myself declining. I
should wish, if it is the will of Providence, to
be able to return home,’—adding, after a mo-
ment—-*1o die there.”. His voice was even
and firm, as he spoke, and the habitual tran-
quility of  his: manmner “undisturbed. :He 'in-
stantly- added,—* But it will all be well} it
is'all well’ This was 1he only timethathe
distinctly referred to his death; though he
undoubiedly felt that his recovery was-hope-
less, he was probably unprepared, as we all
were, for the very rapid change. During
this day he visibly sank, and could anly with
the grea‘est exertion move at all. The effort
1o take nourishment distressed him. ~ Yer,
when requested to receive something, he
would whisper,—¢ O, yes! I willwake it. 1
desire to be true to all the relations of duty.’
Once, however, he'replied, with a word of
endearment,—* I wish now to remain for a
long time without taking any thing. I wish
to be quiel. ... :

“ On Sunday, October 2d, as he heard the
bells ring, he said to us, * Now go to church.’
+1t is a part of true religion, dear Sir, to
nurse the sick and aid our friends.’ * True,’
he replied ; ¢ you may stay.” He asked us
to read to him- from the New Testament.
*From what part?”. ¢ From the Sermon on
the Mount’ - As we closed the Lord’s
Prayer, he looked up, with a most expres-

sive smile, and said, ¢ That will do now; 1

find "that T-3m too much fatigned.to hear
more. I take comfort, O, the grealest com-
Jort, from these words. ‘They are full of the
divinest spirit of our religion.”* = .

-« In’the afterncon he spoke very earnestly,
but in a hollow whisper. . 1 bent forward;
but -the only words 1. could distinctly hear
were, *I havoreceived many messagesfrom
the spirit.” - g e

- % Ag the day declined, his countenance
fell, and he grew:fainter and fainter. With'
our aid, he turned himself towards the win-
‘dow, which looked ‘over valleys and wooded
summits 1o the east. ~ 'We drew back the
curtains, and 'the light fell .upon: his face.
The sun had just set, and the clouds and sky

* [ feel us if it were insulting the memory of my uncle to
fefer, evén, to the assertion, thut on’ his death-bed - he
changed his opinions, - But the urgency of many..corres-
pondents induces_me _here to say, once fur all, that there
was uo foundetion whatever for such'a rumor . Wenkness,
the violence of fever, and the earnést desire for his restorn-
tion_prevented ' conversation: on ; his-purt -and_ours,. :But
every .word,’nét, look; showed ‘us how. perfect wus his
pence. ‘Every word that he is known to have spoken, indi-
enting his ‘own teligious opinions and feelings, is recorded
on the preceding pages. . "Vhis distinet statement should for
ever put an end to the calumny referred to, among oll hon-
est men,o s T

breathed more and more gently, and, without
a struggle or a sigh, the body fell asleep.—
We knew not when the spirit passed.

 Amidst the glory uf autumn, at an hour
hallowed by his devout associations, on_the
day consecrated to the memory of the risen
Christ, and looking eastward, as if in the set-
ting sun’s reflected light he saw promises of
a brighter morning, he was taken home.”

RESPECT FOR HUMAN NATURE.

No man can with impunity despise hu-
manity. To do so is hostile, if not fatal, both
to the personal and social virtues. Itlays
the axe to the root of whatever is most cleva-
ted and generous in feeling, and most useful
in action, depraving prudence into trickery,
and sneering at disinterestedness as roman-
tic. One of the worst features of corrupt re-
ligion is its dcbased and debasing exhibition
of human nature. ~ One of the brightest glo-
ries of Christianity is the display of the full
moral and devotional capabilitiesof humanity
in the example of Jesus Christ, who, while
he was the brightness of the Father's glory,
and the express image of his person, was at
the same time only the first-born among his
<many brethren’ of the human race. Reve-
rence thyself, comes only next to, Know thy-
self; in the steps of discipline by which man
ascends ip improvement towards perfection.
It is looking abroad on the capabilites of our
nature, by which this must be effected. The
inordinate estimate of personal qualities and
attainments is a very different thing, and as
absurd ‘as this is rational; as pernicious as
this is useful. The more man reverences his
naturé,-the.more humbling tnust be his sense
of personal failings and deficiences. He
stands abashed in the consciousness of how
little he has done at best; how much his en-
trusted talents have been misdirected ; how
much: neglected ;- how. much abused. " He
realizes the most powerful restraint upon self-
complaceney, the most powerful stimulus to
honorable ivdustry. He elevates the mark
at which he aims from what has been done
to what may be done; and if he do not reach
perfection, he is certainly the nearer for keep-
ing it constantly in his view. Itistrue, man
exists under many forms which seem little
adapted to inspire Teverence—the poor, help-
less infant, the wild savage, the ignorant rns-
tic, the depraved criminal. But there is our
nature still; our nature with its capabilities,
even in these; and such as some of these,
nationally if not individually, were once the
very beings whom we bave exhibited as illus-
trations of these capabilities; such were those
polished and patriotic Greeks; those Jews,
upholders of pure monotheism in defiance of
a world's idolatry ; those Christians, so exalt-
ed in the purity of their manners, the benevo-
lence of their hearts, the firmness of -their
martyrdom. - Yes, of the same material, of
such stufl’ as'these despised ones, are made
the profoundest philosophers, the purest phil-
anthropists, the brighest specimens of man,
the holiest worshippers of God. Itisin the
emotions excited by the highest of our race
that we should learn how to regard the low-
est: for that exaltation is in their capacit
now; we trust in their destiny hereafter. It
is of the whole human race that the Psalmist
speaks, as, his feelings influenced by the one
portion, he says; * Lord, what is man, that
thou art mindful of him, and the son of man,
that thou visitest him 1’ and, referring to the
other, whase qualities are equally,essential,
he continues, ‘Thou hast made hima little
lower than the angels, and crowned him with
glory and .honor,” ‘And this is the nature
which it is'our charge bot to degrade in our
own persons ; not to encrvate by indolence;
to harden by selfishness; to sully by crime
¢ Son of man,’ there is no hereditary nobility
to be compared with thine; none so fraught
with dignity, so mighty in motive, so glorious
in prospect; . none, the deep sense of ‘which
s0 well directs, and purifies, and elevates.—

He who best sustains the ‘iransmitted honor
of peerage or of crown, does but little com-

pared with bim who acts up'to his ndture, in
its 'Maker’s design and- destination, and does
that; and that only, which ‘may become'a
. Do A

THE BIBLE,

" In the Report for 1847, of the American
Bible Society, is given the following coii-
densed account of the translations of the
Scriptures into the English language :—

It appears that some imperfect attempts
were made to translate portions of the Bible
into this language as carly as the seventh
century. These translations, however, were
but imperfect, and in Anglo-Saxon verse.
Early in the succeeding century, the Psalter
was translated and read in churches; and,
before the close of the century, the venerable
Bede bad translated the Gospel of John.

Soon after this, Alfred the Great translated
the ten commandments and other passuges
from the 21st, the 224, and 23d of Exodus,
and prefixed them to a body of laws which he
had promulgated.

In the tenth century, portions of the Pro-
verbs, several of the historical books of the
Old Testament, and the four Evangelists,

were' translated both intv Anglo-Saxon and-

Anglo-Norman. But with these little more
seems to have been efiected in the way of
translations into our tongue until the four-
teenth century. 'Thisis the more strange,
as there was at this period little opposition
to the use of the Scriptures. General in-
ability to read, and the want of leading
spirits who appreciated the Bible, are ihe
only assignable causes fur the litle progre:s
made.

In the lauer half of the fourteenth century,
an important era arrived. The New Testa-
ment first, and then the entire Bible was

translated by John Wiclif.:  And;thoughthe :

translation was made from the Latio, and
was long used in maouscript form (the artof
printing being not yet discovered), it was this
version, as one has well remarked,”** which
unlocked the treasures of God's word 1o .the
English nation.”
to this  work was manifested by those in ci-
vil and in ecclesiastical authority, numerous
copies of it were made and circulated, and
much thus done to prepare the public mind
for the coming reformation.

Other translations of parts of the Bible
were sopn made by the followers of Wiclif'
and, in one instance, that of Purney, an en-
tire version was made, less literal than that
of Wiclif, but yet in the main correct, and
with the English idiom preserved. :

The next translation, demanding attention,
is that of William T'yndale, which first ap-
peared, the New Testament in 1526, and the
entire Bible about eleven years afterwards.
Tyndale was well versed in Hebrew and
Greek, which he had studied for wwenty
years, with the purpose of making a trans-
lation from them into his own tongue.
Though at first a monk, he early imbibed
the spirit of the Reformation, and strove to
hasten it forward. :

Being unable to prosecute his work of
translation in England, he fled 10 the Conti-
nent, where his Testament was completed
and first printed. Numerous copies soon
found their way back to.England, where
they were read with an avidity which seemed
sharpened by the attempisto prohibt their use.
Though collections of these Scriptures were
frequently scized and burned, and those who

held ‘them imprisoned, edition alier edition. -

was publirhed on the continent for the Eng-
lish Market.  T'wo editions were published
by two Dutch printers, solely for the antici-
pated profits of sale in England, afier connting
all the hazards of introduction.

The next version to be noticed is that. of

Miles Coverdale, a devoted friend of Tyn-
dale, and for many years his associate in-bi-
blical  labors,
soon after the iinprisonment of Tyndale ia
1534, was made ' from the ‘original tongues,

and completed with unsurpassed labor in'the .
of year. The -leading: motive .
which seems to have actuated "him in mak-

course. of one

ing a'new - translation, was ‘a belief that the

public mind-in England ‘hadundergone a’
change ‘in regard to the Bible, dud'that even

the “king “might permit” a ‘hew' translation,
though' prejudice would not allow th s circul

"3

"Though' great-opposition

His translation commenced = .

in it
s XY
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ation of Tyndale's. His work was accord-
ingly dedizated to Henry VIII. One pas-
sage in his dedication shows that, though the
versions had been made from .the originals,
other 'versions had been ‘consulted.” He ex-
hibits also that noble catholic spirit and that
honest desire that his countrymen might pos-
sess the word of God inpure form, which
Tyndale had before manifesteld.. He tells
his sovereign that he submits his work to
him **to correcte ir, to amende it, toimprove
it, yee, and cleanc to rejecte it, yf youre
godly wysdome shall thinke necessary.
And as [do with all -humblenes submitte
myne .understandynge and my poore trans-
lacyon (having God to recorde in my con-
seienee) that 1 have nether wrested nor al-
tered so moch as one worde for the maynien-
nnce of any manner of secte : but have with
a clene conscience purely and faythfully
iranslated this out of {yve sundry interpreters,
having only the manifest truth of the Scrip-
ture before myne eyes.”

This version, tno, was printed in part on
the Continent where it was muade. but was
finished and issued in England in 1535.

In 1537, throngh the importuuity of Arch-
bishop Cranmer, Tyndale's entire Bible,
with very few corrections, was prioted in
England, umder the name of Matthew's Bi-
ble, ** set forth by the king's most gracious
license.”” This was with the people gener-
ally a favorite version, as they had for seve-
ral years been familiar with the New Testa.
ment portion of it. But with maay of the
clergy it was not aceeptable.

Cranmer therefore undertook, by royal

- permission, to have still another version pre-

pared which should meet the approyal of all.
His mode of procedure was this :—** First he
began with the translation of the New Testa-
ment, taking an old English translation
thereof, which he divided into nine or ten
parts, causing each part to' be written at
large in a paper book, and then to be sent to
the best learned bishopsand others, to the in-
tent they should make a perfect version
thereof.  And when they had done, he re-
quired them to send back their parts, so cor-

rected, nnto him at Lambeth, by a day -li-

mited for that purpose.” The * old transla-
tion” used as a basis for the New Testament
was that of Tyndale, though it had been but
a few years in print. Tt is not so elear how
the Old Testament was prepared. The
work was published by Grafton and Whit-
church, the same who had borne the expense
of Matthew’s Bible; and Miles Coverdale,
just returned from the Countinent, was the
corrector of the press. - Though this work,
known by the title of the  Great Bible,” is
said to have been prepared from the Hebrew
and Greek, it - strongly resembles  that of
Tyndale, R R

- For reasons now unknown, it was proposed
to print: this’ work "in“‘Paris,” and it "was \in
part executed in thatcity.. But beingthreat-
ened by the  Inquisitor- General, who suc-
ceeded in burning numerous sheets, the pub-
lishers hastened with all they conld save 1o
Fngland, and completed its publication
there.

This ** Great Bible,” thus issued by au-
thority, and commonly called Cranmer’s
Bible, though read in churches and eirculated
1o some good extent, did not prevent still
other versions from being made.

Tn 1539, Richard Travener, a distinguish-
ed reforier, prepared a further version,
which was lile more, however. than a cor-
rected edition of Matthew’s Bible. This
passed through many editions, and was
widely though rather silently read, as it was
never considered an authorized version.

‘For several years the Scriptures in differ-
ent versions were circulated extensively, and
eagerly petused. Of the New Testament,
some twenty-five editions were issued ; and,
at the close of Edward’s reign in 1553, it
was suppused that not less that one hundred
and seventeen thousand copies were in cir-
culation among the English people.

In-the reign-of Mary, which succeeded,
the use of the Scriptures was prohibited; but
the English exiles who had gathered at Ge-
neva, with Coverdale among the number,
prepared still a new version of the Testa-
ment,- and -which. was there published in
1557. - This was in some respects an im-
provement on ali provicus versions, was
carefully made from the originals, and. was
divided "into verses. . It was, too, accompa-,
nied with short notes, which. were highly
valued and long used. . L ;
;i-In the time of Elizabeth, in.1560, the Old
Testament of the Geneva version was pub-,
lished in connection with the :New.." The
Geneva Bible was long. in high repute, so
that no less than six editions of il:weré pub-
is hed. after the issuing of King James's Bi-
ble, to which it eventually. gave place.

. .In.the first part of this reign; Cranmer’s,
Bible was.in general use in. churches ;. but,

.~ -,8s some objections. were raised. against’it, &
. ‘new;version .was prepared and brought out

in 1568,.under the superintendence ‘of. 'Arch-

. ‘bishop Parker, aided by various other bishops.

This version, published: by "authority, was
used in churches for more than’ forty years,
though the Geneva version, for private read-
ing, was generaily preferred and used.” That
whieh has givenlihis vérsion, the. ¢ Bishop's
Bible as’il is called, a repute, is thatit was
afterward: by order made the basis [or the
present received ‘version.

In the.year 1679, the Rhemish- version
was published at Douay.. This version, un-
like those that preceded, except that of Wic-
lif, was made from the Latin Vulgate, and
retains its peculiarities.- This"is the Bible
of English Roman Catholics, so far as they
use an English Bible; and, though it has
some errors of translation, these would bé
comparatively harmless, were it not for the
far more objectionable notes which are sure
at all times lo accompany the text.

‘We now come to the preparation of our
present version, first issued in 1611. This,
as is well known, was made in the reign of
Jumes I. and in a measure by his direction.
There is a growing belief, however, that it
was an undertaking in which he felt little
personal interest, and aided but little towards
defraying its expense, or in any other way.
It was first proposed incidentally by Dr.
Reynolds of Oxford, at the convention for
other purposes at Hampton Court. The ob-
ject of the new version was to get rid of some
wrongly translated words in the Bishops and
the Geneva versions then in use; also to
avoid the notes of the latter; and to secure,
if possible, one uniform translation for all
Ta carry out this purpose, it was proposed to
employ fifty-four translators, though it does
not appear that more than forty-seven ever
teok part in the enterpriseé. These men
were mostly of high repute for scholarship
and piety. They were divided into six com-~
panies, and held their meetings, some at Ox-
ford, some at Cambridge, and some at West-
minster. They were to take the Bishops’
Bible as a general guide, but not confined to
it, when the original required a deviation.
The six companies, meeting at three places,
prepared three different entire copies or ver-
sions. Two from each company were then
selected to make a common version. The
new work was commenced in 1607, was
brought to a close in 1610, and came from
the press, as we now have it, in the follow-
ing year.

As to the merits of this version, little at
this day need be said. 1In comparing it with
that of Tyndale, Coverdale, that of the Ge-
neva exiles, or the Bishops, there is seen to
be a great similarity, and yet some -obvious
improvements. - As one at the time observed,]
“'They took an already good version and
made it better.” Tt was true to the inspired.
originals ; it was so free from sectarian bias
that it soon.became -the common: version of
all'parties who used the English tongue, and

has accomplished an"amount of ‘good for the
race which no man can describe. "In France,

Germany, and Holland, two or more Pro-

testant versions have been and still are in

circulation, in regard to which there is a dif-

ference of estimation, and on this account, no
doubt, a “weakening of Bible authority and
influence with common readers. Inthe Eng-
lish tongue, for more than two' centuries,
men of all names have goue to one divine
standard, and have been assured by their re-

spective teachers that they possessed a true
guide. Ilow much this circumstance has
had to do with the unparalleled circulation
and use of the Bible in this tongue is a mat-
ter warthy of grave consideration, and espe-
cially by those who are preparing versions for
the unevangelized nations. ‘ :

THE PURITANS.

[From Mascauley’s Essay on Milton.)

We speak first of the Puritans, the wost
remarkable body of men perhaps, which the
world has produced. The odious and redie-
ulous parts lie upon the surface. He ‘that
runs may read them; ror have there been
wanting atientive and malicious observers to
point them out. For many years after the
Restoration, they were the theme of unmea-
sured invective and derision. They were.
exposed to the utmost licentiousness of the
‘press ‘and the stage were the raost licentious.
They were not men of letters; as 'a’body
unpopular; they could uot ‘defend. them-
selves; and the public would not take them
under its protection. They wére ‘therefor
abandonéd,  without reserve, 0" the  tender
‘thercies of the satirists and’ dramatists. - The
unostentatious simplicity of their dress, their
sour aspect their nasal twang, their stiff. pos-
ture, their long graces, their Hebrew names,
the Scripture phrases which they introduced
‘oni gvery occasion, their contempt of human
learning, . their detestation” of polite’ amuse-.
ments were.indeed. fair game for the laugh-
ers —But'it"is not
that the philésophiy .of history 'is to. be learn:
ed. "And. he 'who “dpproaches™ this subject

§'not from the laughers: alone

should carefully guard against the influence

of that “potent ridicule, which has already
misled so many writers...'7 Lo

Thosé who rouse‘the ‘people to resistance
who directed  their ‘measures through a long
series of eventful years,—who formed, out'of
the most unpromising. materials,. the finest
army that Europe has ever seen—who tram-
pled down King, Churcli and Aristocracy—
who in the short intervals of doinestic sedition
and rebellion, made the name of England
tetrible to every nation on the face of the
earth, were no vulgar fanatics.  Most of their
absurdities were - external badges, like the
signs of freemasonry, orithe dresses of friars.
We regret that these badges were not more
attractive. . We regret that a body, to whose
courdge and talents- mankind has owed
inestimable obligations, and not the lofty cle-
gance which distinguished some of the adhe-
rents of Charles I. or the easy good brecding
for which_ the conrt of Charle 1L was cele-
brated. But if we must make our choice,
we shall, like” Bassino in the play turn from
the specious caskets, which contain nothing
but Death’s head and the Fool’s head, and
fix our choice npon the plain leaden chest
which conceals the treasure. .

The Puritans were men whose minds had
derived a peculiar character from the daily
contemplation of superior beings and eternal
interests.. Not content with ackoowledging
in general terms, an overruling Providence,
they habitually ascribed every event to the
will of the Great Being for whose power
nothing was too vast, for whose inspection
nothing was too minute. To konow him, to
serve him, to enjoy him, was to them the
great end of existence. Thez rejected with
contempt the ceremonious homage which
other sects substituted for the pure worship
of the soul. Ibpstead of catching occasional
glimpses of the Deity through an obscur-
ing veil, they aspired to gaze full on the in-
tolerable brightness, and to commune with
him face to face. Hence originated their
contempt for terestrial distinctions. 'The dif-
ference between the greatest and the meanest
of mankind seems to vanish, when compared
with boundless interval which separated the
whole race from him on whom their own
eyes were constamly fixed. They recogniz-
ed no title to superiority ; but his favor; and
confident of that favor, they dispised all the
accomplishments and all ihe dignities of the
world. If they were unacquainted with the
works of philosophers and poets, they were
deeply read in the oracles of God. 1If their
names were not fuund in the registers of her-
alds, they felt assured they were recorded in
the Book of life.  If their steps were not ac-
companied by a splended train of menials,
legions of ministering angels had charge over
them. = Their palaces were houses not made
with hands ; their diadems crowns which
should never fade ‘away.! 'On'the rich _and
the eloniient; on the nobles ‘and ‘priests, they
looked down with contempt : for they esteem-
ed themselves rich in a more precious trea-
sure, and eloquent in a more sublime langu-
age, noble by the right of an early creation,
and priests by the imposition of a mighter
hand. The very meanest of them wasa
being to whose fate a mysterious and terrible
importance belonged—on whose slightest ac-
tion the Spirits of light and darkness looked
with anxious interest—who had been destin-
ed before the heaven and earth were'created,
to enjoy a felicity which should continue

away.—Events which short sighted politi-
cians ascribed to earthly canses had been or-
dained on his account. . For his sake em-
pires had risen, and flourisbed, and decayed.
IFor his sake the Almighty had proclaimed
his will by the pen of the evangelist, and the
harp of the prophet. - Hé had been rescued
by no common deliverer. from the grasp of
no common foe. . He -had been ransomed by
the sweat of no vulgar agony, by the blood
of no earthly sacrifice. - It was for him that
the sun had been darkened, that the rocks
had been rent, that the dead had arisen, that
all-nature had shuddered at the sufferings of
her expiring God! = . . o
Thus the Puritan 'was made up of two
different . men, . the one all self-abasement
penitence, gratitude, passion; the other prond
calm, -inflexible, sagacious. - He prostrated.
himself in dust before his Maker; but he set
his foot'on the neck of his king. ' In his devo-,
tional retirement, he prayed with convulsions
and groans, 'and tears. " He was half mad-
dened by .glorious and terrible illusions.. -He
heard the lyres of - angels, orthe: temptings
of fiends. .He_ caught a-gleam of the Beatifie
Vision, or.woke screaing from the dreams
of . the 'everlasting -fire.:.: Like :Vane-he
thought himself intrusted with the seeptre of
millennial year. ~ Like Fleetwood, he cried
in the bitterness of his soul that God had hid.

war, these tempestuous workitgs of the soul.
had'left. no .perceptible ‘trace 'behind him.
‘People,. who saw nothing of .the godly but
their uncouth’ visages, and - nothing heard
from them but - their groans and whining

when heaven and -earth should have passed |-

his face from him. “ But, when ‘he took his|'
seat in-the council, or ‘girt on his sword -for|.

hymns, might laugh at them. But those
had little reason to laugh, who encountered
them in the hall of debate, or in the field of
battle, . These fanatics brought to civil or
military affairs a coolncss of judzment, and
an_immutability of purpose, which some
writers have thought inconsistent with their
religious zeal, but which were in fact ‘the
necessary *effeets of it.. The intensity of
their feelings on one subject made them tran-
quil on every other. One overpowering sen-
timent had subjected to itself pity and hatred,
ambition and fear. Death had lost its ter-
rors, and pleasure its charms. They had
their smiles and their tears, their raptures
and their sorrows, but not for the things of
this world.—Enthusiasm had made them
Stoics, had created their minds from every.
vulgar passion and prejudice, and raised
them above the inflience of danger and of
corruption. It sometimes might lead them
to pursue unwise ends, but never choose un-
wise means. They went through the world
like Sir Arteagle’s iron man Talus with his
flail, crushing and trampling down oppres-
sors, mingling with' human beings, but hav-
ing neither part nor lot in human infirmities;
insensible to fatigue, to pleasure, to pain; not
10 be pierced by any weapon, not to be with-
stood by any barrier. .

Such we believe to be the character of the
Puritans. 'We percieve the absurdity of
their manners. We dislike the sullen gloom
of their domectic habits. We ackrowledge
that the tone of their minds was often injured
by straining after things too high for mortal
reach. And we know that, in spite of their
hatred of popery, they too often fell into the
worse vices, of that bad system, intolerance
and extravagant austerity,—that they had
their anchorites, and their crusades, their
Dunstans and thetr De Montforts, their Do-
monise and their Escobars. Yet when all
circumstances are taken into consideration,
we do not hesitate to pronounce them a brave,
a wise, an honest, and a useful body.,

GOD IS PRESENT.

Consideration of God and of the Divine
presence, is a general counter charin against
all sin; for as sin is an aversion from Gad,
so the cause of all sin does at last resolve into
forgetfulness of him, and a non-consideration
of his presence and inspection. Why should
not God's seeing us have th= same influence
upon us as our seeing God? In short, not-
withstanding our proneness to evil, we need
no other guard either against sin or against
temptation, than these three words well con-
sidered : God is present. But there is. one
particular sin to which, this consideration. is
utterly irreconcilable, and against which it is
a peculiar: antidote, and’ that . is, the ‘sin of

use of this expedient of holy living ; “always
to set God before us; to have him alwaysin
our thoughts, as the supreme good, as a pat-
tern, and as an observer; thus shall we have
a perpetual encouragement to do well, and a
sufficient counterpeise againstall temptations.
—-Norris’s Discourses. Co :
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DR. BUSHNELL AND THE ATONEMENT.

We take it for granted that modt of onr
readers are partially acquainted ~with Dr,
Bushnell. We have spoken of him more than
once before, as a clergyman of high' attain.
ments and liberal cast of mind, holding a pro-
minent place among the Orthodox in theUnited
States.” His well established reppt"atiqn a:é‘“n"
man of independent thought and action, led to
his invitation by the last graduating class'of
the Divinity School at Cambridge . [Mass.]
lto"de]iver the usual' .hniizilf,discduréé efora: -
them. . The! topic selested for discussion’ by-

This; as évery one knows, is alfé’ge_ by-,oui"_‘
pxthdd_o_x :fy‘x‘ig’nd's'_' as'the vital doctrine ‘of:the
Gospel, and the measure of mercy, i¢ very li:
mited’ which they award.’to Unitarians,: who
disbeliéve its' Viarious character, | And now
it turns’ out that, Dr. J}uksl_hhpllti-ejéqtéﬂ its Vie

to stand as.regards the atonement. - There’
are; wide and : striking *diversities of ‘opinion

hypocrisy. . Let, us.be. persuaded 1o.make. .

him on  that -occasion. was the atonement, -

carious” nature, - This, hc vever, only affords . - o
additional ‘evidenco ‘that” tll:e:"‘(')r@h'(’)(‘l_d_g"" pa;ty' “' o
have no precise and settled ground on which - .-

‘among them on..this point,- which {is nothing - " -
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more tlmn might nnl.umlly be: ewpectcd but
whlch Lhcy do not suﬂiclently consider in
their customary allusxons to those who do not
come within' the pnle of what is convention-
ally styled onhodoxy, We have faith in the
spirit of Christianity that it will make them
more candid, and moderate, and forbearing, in
their references to “Unitarians than they
have yet shm_vn themselves, and that be-
fore they venture, at any time, to reproach
liberal Christians on account of their differ-
ences of apinion, and the want of a settled
standard of faith, they will take a serutinising
glance at their own condition. As a rule, it
is always most fitting and seemly to take the
beam out of our own eyes first.

- We now present a notice of Dr. Bushnell
and his discourse, from the Boston Reporter,
an Orthodox paper, together with some re-
marks on the Reporter’s notice by the Edi-
tor of the Boston Christian World :—

Tn addressing a clase of Unitarian students
in divinity, on the subject of the atone-
ment, (says the Repcrter,) Dr. Bushnell
would bs expected to be explicit, and to
make his views understood. Probably he
was understood, for he has been report-
ed essentially alike in different papers.—
All agree that he rejected the common Or-
thodox view of the atonement, viz : a vicari-
ous sacrifice for sin.  If Christ did not suffer
in our stead, if he did not shed his blood for
the remission of sins, if his death was not
necessary.to the safe and just exercise of
pardon on the part of God, then has the
whole of Orthodox Christendom read the
Bible in vain. Dr. Bushnell accupies a sin-
gular position. He teaches that Christ is
God, and yet adopts the Unitarian view of
the atonement, making it to consist in the
power of example, or a subduing manifest-
atiou of the Divine goodness. Accordmrr to
this theory, God could pardon as well with-
out the atonement as with, but he needed it
Jo bring the sinner to repentance.

We have hitherto inclined to the side of
charity respecting Dr. Bushnell’s theology.
We have admired his talents and believed
him honest. But now that he has assailed
the great central facl of the gospel—now that

~he has aimed a blow at the corner stone of

Christianity, at the Rock on which every
hope of Heaven rests, we lose our admira-
tion of genius in grief for the error into which
a great mind has speculated itself.

"It has:happened to.Dr. Bushnell -as :to
Professor ‘Bush. - The latter was admired,

‘loved, lellowshipped to thelast, and givenup
ounly when-he ‘shot off into a darkness at
which piety shuddered. Dr. Bushnell's
mind is of a like cast, there is gmund to fear ;
it has shown a passion for what is faneiful, it
has reached the outer circle of gospel truth,

and will go quite beyond it, if left to its own
apparent bent and determination. Other
hopes are cherished, we know, by many, and
God grant that they may be realized.

Dr. Bushncll has yet other discourses to
deliver publicly on the subject of the Divinity
and atonement, and a book to publish. Per-
haps he will profit by criticism and counsel,
and prove himself not.to have snbverted the
foundations of the Christian faith. The
church and the ministry are disposed to hope
all things, and not 10 pronounce a hasty
judgment. -

We regret that our friend of the Boston
Reporter, (says the Christian World,) should
have published such paragraphs asthe above ;

_because it exposes him to censure for spend-
ing his time in beating the air; and in at-
tempts to lessen the influence of one whose

* _potency is only the more substantiated by all

such squibs..
" Is' thers  anything 5o marvellous in Dr.
Buéhnell‘s"repudiating the doctrine of a vica-
-rjous’ atonement, when nobody of any intelli-
gence ‘believes'itt "It isread about in books
andi in creeds, but it is nut to be found in the Bi-
‘ble, no, not in a single passage ; and the editor
".of the’ Reporter would’ be very, unwilling to
prmt in’his:paper or.to preach from the desk,
that ‘the-infinitely good and holy God was so

~‘angry:and wrathful that it bécame necessary

that He, the "same -infinitely good Being,
hould be- mz_xd_e to suffera cruel death,"to ap-

' g‘ it;'and which is geherally thought equally’
exceptlonnble, namely that m congequence

proach’ and punishment.on himself. We
should like to see an application of this rule
in an- Orthodox family,- Let it be once
known that such an ' one, a parent, has seen
fit, in consequence of the recieancy of one of
his sons, by which his dlgmty and authomy
have been impuguned, to visit upon an inno-
cent child his malediction, rather than upon
the real culprit; what would be thought,
even in a heathen community, of such a vio-
lation of common justice ?

Now, Dr. Bushnell, and thousands of Or-
thodox who are as much interested in the
great truths of our religion, and of the infinite
value, importance, and indispensableness of
the death of Christ in the work of redemption,
as those of the straitest sect of Pharisees,
are not to be troubled or put down because
the traditionary influence of the fathers is
felt in the bosom of some of the children, and
who on that account say foolish things of
their betters.

We have become acquainted with quite =
number of pious and intelligent Orthodox lay-
men, and not one have we found who has
been ready to maintain the doctrine of a vi-
carious atonement. We care not how much
importance is ascribed to the death of Christ.
God forbid that any should forget what they
owe to the rock of their salvation, or loosely
esteem the erown of thorns or cross of suf-
fering ; but O, let it never be said that we
can ascribe an act to God, that would shock
us if applied to a human being,

With respect to the propriety of including
the heresy of Professor Bush in the same ca-
tegory with Dr. Bushnell, we care but little
about. We believe that Professor Bush is
a very pious and learned man; that in the
adoption of his present views he has been
governed by the purest motives;.and that
his aim is to bring men to Christ—to save
souls. Ifon the score of holding a mystical
or dubious faith, he is to be set aside, then
no good reason remains why the whole of
Orthodoxy should not be, for the same reason,
set aside.

Upon every essential doctrine, declared so
by Christ, and laid down by him in the Bible,
there are no differences of opinion amongst
Christians. It will not be disputed, we sup-
pose, that any other qualification than the
the love of God, of Christ, and of humanity,
is necessary to constitute a disciple on earth,
and an heir with Christ of 2 heavenly inheri-
tance. . Will our Brother of the Reporter say
that Dr. Bushnell and Professor Bush, on ac-
count of their peculiar views of Christian doc-
trine—only peculiar because they differ from
his own—will he say that for such reason,
they are at a greater distance from the king-
dom of heaven than himself, and those dear
friends who think with him upon the dogmas
of the Church?  'We venture to answer the
question for him in the negative.

DR. CHANNING’S OPINION OF GREAT
PARTIES.

We recommend the following paragraph to
the thoughtful perusal of our readers,and of the
good people of this city generally. Tlowing
as it does from the deep, earnest, generous
soul of Channing in a friendly letter written
2 little more than ten years ago, we would
have it read and re-read, * marked and in-
wardly digested.” It has a larger signifi-
cance than that which appears on the surface.
“ Are we mnot, indeed, cultivated enough for
Society ¥ Must our social patherings still
be strongly marked by frivolousness arnd os-
tentation ? ' If such things could be said or
supposed of Boston in 1837, we cunfess our
fears for Montreal in 1848. ¢ 1fsuch things
are ‘'done in the green tree, what shall be
done in the dry m

“The passion for lectures continues, and
these.and other- pleasures have shut up our
theatres almost  entirely. . I hope the next
triumphs of reason and civilization will be
over greal pames.
enough for society ? Now we congregate ;
but ought it to satisfy our .ambition to take
the first rank .among gregarious apimals 7—
Thesight of young girls, decked for balls, &c.
brings “this evil strongly before-me. - I respect
people too ‘much to make spectacles of them.

I like good taste in'dress; but I can hardly
remember the time when the sight of’ .people

_me a ('eehug approuchmg contem pr.

Are we not cultivated

BRITISH AND FOREIGN UNITARIAN ASSO-
GIATION AND THE MONTREAL UNITA-
RIAN CHURCH.

- We are gratified in being able to state that
the last British Mail brought out 2 donation
of fifty pounds sterling from the British and
Foreign Unitarian Assqciation to thé Unita-
rian Society inthis eity. The design of this
grant is to aid the society in the effort, so
well commeneed here last winter, to finish
the exterior of the Church, and liquidate the
debt remaining on the building. It was ob-
tained, we believe, on the application, and
through the instrumentality of our friend,
Rev. E. Tagart of London.

to our communication.

the money at our disposal.

same time as Mr. Tagart's.
hearing from them in due season.

in this part of tha world.
gant.

would do even more than we said’

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.

Several ccclc;;iastics, both Catholic and Pro.
testant, have been elected to the National Assem

Among those who are doubtful is the elogquen
and well known Protestant, M. Coquerel; bu
his sentiments are not known.
Catholics are strongly in favor of the scparation.
M. Boisner, in addressing the electors of Aricge,
said:

ments-for-raligion.” . All parties, perceiving thal

to the State, are eager to make known and to ad
vance their views.

inspire the Church with confidence.
are diviled on the subject.

strong desire for it.

mise the existence of the Reformed Church, ‘Th

of separation,

of separation.

tions is the position which the shrewder an
more cultivated Catholics have taken.

pers in England, which is worthy of notice:

and tho salvation of human  souls

nature of the people re\oltcd and rebelled ?
;% T'ake Prussia for an example;

provinces ?

dressed richly and elaborately did’ not .give

Personally, we
thank him for the timely attention he-gave
And on the part of
the Montreal Society, we thank him, and the
Association, for their promptness in placing

Some other letters were written to various
Ministers in Great Britain and Ireland at the
We rely on
We trust
the reasons set forth in those communications
will be sufficient to induce them togyenake a
little exertion on behalf of liberal Chrislin.nity
Our fraternal de-
mand on them was not, we think, extrava-
¢ Having confidence in them, we
wrote unto them, knowing that some, at least,

bly of France, nearly all of whom are pledged in
favor of a separation of Church and State,

Nearly all the

“The Church asks nothing of the State
but liberty ; I repudiate all endowments, all pay-

the present is a favorakle opportunity for solving
the great question of the relation of the Church

The Society.for Promoting the General Inter-
ests of French Protestnntis;l,-has demended . of the Hon. Robcrt Baldwm for the copy of a dmh.'
the ' Provisional Government - complete religious
liberty, and urged all pastors in France to inter-
pose in the cleetions by voting for men who will
‘The papers
The Arckives du
Chiristianisme, which is the organ of the more en-
lightened classes of the National Protestant
Church, calls for 2 General Reformed Synod, and
betrays an inclination towards separation, with-
out, however, venturing to cxpress any very
The Esperance allows the
main subject to be fully discussed in its columns,
and resigns itself to the course of ovents. The
Lien, the organ of the masses of the Protestant
Church, will not have scparation on any terms.
The Echo de la Reforme thinks it would compro-

Semeur, the evangelical paper, is strongly in favor
A Jewish journal, the Archives
Israelites, calls for soparation; also, one Catholic
organ, the Memorial, appears to seo the necessity
for it. The Society for the application of Chris-
tianity to Social Questions has avowed in favor

1t would seem as if the Catholics were becom-
ing the most ardent friends of freedom. One of
the most remarkable features of the late revolu-

A re-
markable article appeared lately in the London
‘Tablet, one of the most influential Catholic pa-

“In these days,” observes the writer, *“ when
a sternly democratic spirit is breaking up the
frame work of old societies, what the church
needs is.that her ministers should enter frankly
into the spirit of this new social state, sympathize
with it, act with it, use it for the glory of God,
But whut
wvould be worse for the fortuncs of the church
than while the mass of society was becoming, or
had, become, democratic, - for. the clergy to be
throwsi in complete dcpendenco on monarchies or
aristocratic influences, against which the inmost

Flow had re-
llglon gone into 'decay in those famous Rhenish
..How had a ‘universal. indifference
swallowed up both’ priests’ and peoplé 7. How
had the seeds of a devourmg heresy been widely | ] Ncw-York one volume, 8vo pp. 887.:
spread and decply pla.ntcd 7 "And what rcscued
thc Church from this’ great dxmgor’! \Vhat but

the spirit of democracy 7 -The great Archbishop
boldly placing himself in‘opposition to the crown
und the bureaucracy, and, from his prison, strik-
ing the chords of a popular sentiment before which
the monarch was forced to yield.”

‘The letter of M. Lucquet, Ambassador of the
Pope to the Swiss Diet, admits that the sopamtmn
of Church and State is the great question of the
age;. that it is likely to be decided in France, and
it other countries nearer Rome; and that the Pon-
tifl has pretty ncnrly made up his mind to the di-
vorce.

“Of all pcrsons of nll corporations, of all so-
cial exigencies,” says this letter, ¥ the Church of
God has the greatest need to be made acquainted
with the fact; to discern the signs of the times;
to penetrate below the surface and understand
what lies throbbing but unspoken in the inmost
soul of the human race.”—WN. Y. Evening Post.

MINUTES OF CANADA.
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.

{ From the Christian Luminary. §

Conference met at Newmarket, June the 12th,
agrecable to appointment.  Organized by calling
Elder McMillan to the chair, appointed Edward
Kermot, Clerk, and Jehiel Churchel and J. W,
Collins, Assistants. Prayer by the Chairman.—
Address by Elder J. Earl.

The following churches were reported as in
good standing, viz., East Gwillingsbury, Mari-
posa, Whitby, Pickering, Haldimand, Darling-
ton, Georgiana, Esquesing, North Gwillingsbury,
Murray, 2d Halditnand, King, Markham, New-
market, Whitchurch. The following Elders were
veported as goad, viz: El. H Wilison, Geo. W.
Colston, John Prosser, Anson Plamb, J. W,
Sharrard, T. Henry, Rebert Barry, John W, No-
ble, W, Noble, Charles McMillan, Squire Mor-
ton, Thomas Mclntyre, John Earl, Thomas Pic-
kard, George Sherman, Jesse Vancawp, F. B.
Rolf, John Macklem, J. L. Russ. Licentiate—
Jehiel Churchel.

A committee of five were appointed to bring’
business before Conterence, consisting of Elder
Prosser, Brs. Moses [Knight, William Hilburn,
Leander Spooner and J. Henry, 2d.

Resolved, T hat subseriptions be circulated thro'-
out the churches, for the support of Elder Charles
McMillan, as an Evangelist.

Resplved, That as the Conference of the Canada
Christian Church is composed of Ministers and a
lay delegation, is recognized the Churck in her
collective body, and is thercfore (considered)the
most capable of giving counsel, and dwulmn ques-
tions, :

t Resolved, That cach church within the bounds

of Conforcncc rmse n (‘uud for the be ncht of the
Church.

t
t

Resolved, That we rct.ommund ench member of
Conference to . bring a letter of recommendation.
Resplved, That a Vot of thanks be tendered to

of deeds.”

Resolved, That a vote of thanke ba, tendered to'
the committee who have labored and obtained sim-
ilar rights from Parliament as other Cliristian
bodies. ) ’
Resolved, ‘'That a vote of thanks be given to El-
der H. H. Willson for his services ns Clerk of
Conference; also to Elder G. W. Colston, for his
while Assistant.

Resoved, That each Minister belonging to this
Conference forward to the Clerk of Conference a
copy of his certificate of ordination, so that he
may record it on the Journal of Conference.

Moved, that the delegates of each church circu-
late a subscription paper in favor of Elder ‘Thos.
Meclntyre, to consist of money or any necessary
article, for the benefit of his family.

Moved, that two Gieneral Mectings beappointed
as follows: One on the Governor’s Road, in Bur-
ford, on the third Saturday and Sunday in August
next, where Br. Robert Wilkins shall uppoml —
The other in the Big Creek Scttlement, Burford,
on the fourth Saturday and Sunday in the same
month, where Elder John Earl may appoint.

Moved, that a meeting take place in Oshawa,
on the first Wednesday in-October next, to take
into consideration the propricty of forming a Book
d Association:

Moved, that a vote of thanks be given to the
friends of Newmarket, for their kindness to the
members of this Conference.

Moved, that this Conference adjourn till the 2d
'VIonday in June, 1849, then te meet in Oshawa.

CuarrLes McMiLuan, Moderator.

Eowarp Kermort, Clerk.

JemeL CuuRCHEL sy

1w, Cor..pms ! g Assistants. -

3@0?33’5.&3 TWOW &3&1’&"5‘ )
- AT C, BRYSON'S. BOOK -STORE,:
ST, FRANGOIS x&vmm sfmmm,
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NING, D, D, in two volumes. -+ v
‘The entirc Works_of the :Rev. ORVILLE DE-

" A COMMENTARY oN THE “Four GOSPELS
the Rev. A A Lwermore '

HD entire Works of 'VV\I FLLan CHAN-‘

weY; D.D., Pastor of the Church of the Mcssmh
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_THE RAISING OF LAZARUS.

T'here was o voice of wailing
fn Betheuy, that day 3

And, durkly on thut mournful home,
The cloud of sarcow lay;

And deeply was the fount of gricf
In waman's bosom stirced ¢

and thickly fell its bitter drops,
In ench low murmured word.

For never. from that blessed source
Of petfectnass ahove, )
‘Was shed on earth, a purer joy,
Than in a sister’s love ;
Aud néver pours the bursting henrt
A deeper, darker flow,
Than, o'er v brother's wasted fyrm, .
A sister’s sucred wo.

There war a voiee of joyfulness
Tu Bethany that duy,

And brightly, on that happy homy,
Tho sun of gladness lay*

And deeply was the fuunt of joy
In woman's bousony stirred,

And ferveat yose its giateful praise
In cach exulting word.

For purer, fuller, holier streum,
“I'hun, in a sistec’s love, ,
Flowed never from that blessed fount
Of perfectness ubove §
And deeper, warmer, gushing tears,
On eurth were never shed,
‘Than fell, that day, upon his neck,
- ‘I'he rescued from the dead.

O, ever thus on thoze who luve,
And humbly serve the Lord,

Hix bl und his chasti: t
In mingled strenm, are | i;
s chustisements, to bring to earth

Each thought and purpose highs
Uis blessings, to )ift up our bearts,
‘Fo him above the sky.

Then who, whate'er hetide, will dvabe,
‘That all-disposing arm,

Which guides our feet to every gond,
And guards from every harm ?

Since sorrow, like that darkest hour,
That just precedes the day,

is only sent, to fit our hearts

For joy's unclouded ray. a, W. D

LETTERS FROM THE HON. JOHN QUINCY
ADAMS T0 HIS SON, ON-THE BIBLE AND
TS TEACHINGS. .

LETTER VII.

The imperfections of the Mosaic institu-
tions which it was the object of Christ’s mis-
slon upon earth to, remove, appear. to me 1o
have been these:  Ist—The want of a suf-
‘ficient sanction. . The rewards and penalties
of the Levitical law had all a reference to the

present life. There are many passages in
the Old Testament which imply a state of
existence after death, and some which di-
rectly assert a future state of retribution ; but
none of these were contained in the delivery
ol the law... At the time of Christ’s advent
it was so far from being a seuled article of
the Jewish faith, that it was a subject of bit-

ter controversy between the two principal
sects—0f Pharisees who believed in, and
Sadducees who denied it. Tt was the spe-
cial purpose of Christ’s appearance upon
earth to bring immortality to light. » He sub-
stituted the rewards and punishments of a
future state of existence in the room of all
others, The Jewish sanctions were exclu-
sively temporal ; those of Christ exclusively
spiritual. . -
- 2d.—The wantof universality. The Jew-

.| erifices-
to establish and maintain the separation of | state.

earth.

objects of human legislation : He declared
that His * Kingdom was ot of this world ;"
He acknowledged the authority of the Jew-
ish magistrateés; He paid tir his own person
the tribute to the Romans; he refused in

of judge in malters of legal controversy: He
stricly limited the object of His own pre-
cepts and authority to religion and morals ;

promised no temporal rewards; He ook up
man as g governable being, where the hu-
man magistrate is compelied 10 leave him,
and supplied both precept of virtue and mo-
tive for practicing it, such as.no other moral-
ist or legislalor ever attempted to introduce.

4th—"The burdensome duties of positive
rites, minute formalities and expensive sa-
All these had a tendency, not only

the Jews from all other nations, but in pre-
cess of time had been mistaken by the
Scribes and Pharisees and lawyers, and pro-
bably by the body of the people, for the sub-
stance of religion. All the rites were abol-
ished by Christ, or (as -Paul expresses it)
* were nailed to His Cross.” You will re-
colleet that | am now speaking of Christian-
ity, not as the scheme of redemption to man-
kind from the consequences of original sin,
but as a system of morality for regulating the
conduct of men while on eanth ; and the most
striking and extraordinary feature of its cha-
racter, iu this respect, is its tendency and ex-
hortations to absolute perfection. The lan-
guage of Christ to His disciples is explicit:
 Be ye perfect even as your Father in Hea-
ven is perfect’-—and this he enjoins at the
conclusion of that precept, so expressly laid
down, and so unanswerably argned, to * love
their enemies, to bless those who cursed them,
and pray for them who despitefully used and
persecuted them.”

He seems to consider the temper of bene.
volence in retumn for injury, as constituting
of itsell a perfection similar to that of the di-
vine pature. 1t is undoubtedly the greatest
contest which the spirit of man can achieve
over its infirmities 5 and to him who ean at-
tain that elevation of virtue which itrequires,
all other victories over the evil passions
must be comparatively easy. Nor wasthe
absolate perfection merely preached by Christ
as a doctrine ; it was practiced by himself
throughout His life ;: practiced to the last in-
stant of His agony on the Cross; practiced
under circumstances of trial, such as no other
human being was ever exposed to. He
proved by his own example the possibility of
that virtue which He taught; and although
possessed of miraculous powers sufficient to
control all the laws of nature, He cxpressly
and repeatedly declived the use of them to
save rlimself from any part of the sufferings
which He was able to endure. v
The sum of Christian morality, then, con-~
sists in piety to God and benevolence to man ;
piety, manifested not by formal solemn rites
and sacrifices of burnt-offerings, but by re-
pentance, by obedience, by submission, by
humility, by the worship of the heart, and
by beoevolence; not founded upon selfish
motives but superioreven to a sense of wrong,
or the resentment of injuries.” "Worldly pru-
dence is scarcely noticed among all the insti-
tutions of Christ; the pursuit of honors and
riches, the objects of ambition and avarice,
arestrongly discountenanced in many places;
and an undue solicitude about the ordipar:

ish dispensation was exclusively confined to
a small and obscure nation. 'The purposes
of the Supreme Creator, in restricting the
knowledge of himself to one. petty herd of
Egyptian slaves, are as inaceessible to our
intelligence as those of his having concealed
from them, anid from the rest of . mankind,
the certain knowledge of their immortality;
yet the fact is unquestionable. ‘T'he mission
af Christ was intended to commnunicate to
the whole human race all the perinanent ad-
vantages of the Mosaic Law, super-adding
1o them—upon the condition of repentance—
the kingdom of Heaven, the blessing of eter-

nal life o ]

* 3d.—The complexity of the abjecis of le-
gislation. . I have observed ina former latter,
‘that the law of Sinai comprised, not only all
,the ordinary subjeets of regulation for human

:_-societies, but those which huinan legislators
cannot teach. - Tt was a-civil law, a munici-
pal law, an eccleosiastical law, a law of  po-

. lice, and a law of morality and roligion : it
“prohibited murder, adultery, theft and .per-
jury ;s prescribed rules for the thoughts as
‘well as for the actions of men.  The com-
. plexity, however ptacticable and even’suit-

worldly prudence, there are rules enough in
the Proverbs of {Solomon, and in the compi-
lations of the son of Sirach 5 Christ passesno
censure upon them, but He left what I call
the selfish virtues where He found them.
It was not to proclaim common-place mor-

the power of any individual.".

“ o bringfife and immortality to light.”"

able for one small national society, could o tl h
uot fmve attained to all the families of the proraulgated any new principle of morality ;

The parts of the Jewish law adapted to | ther in the Gospel nor in apy other book can
promote the happiness of mankind, under|be a subject of discovery; because qualities
every varicty of situation and government in | of actions depend entifely on their effects,
which they can be placed, were all rccog- | which effects, must all along have been the
nized and adopted by Christ; and He ex-)subjects of human experience.” ~To this I
pressly separated them from the rest. - He jreply in the express words of Jesus: ‘A
disclaimed all interference with the ordinary | new commandment 1 give you that ye love

more than one instance to assume the office | mew, but, in the most rigorous sense of the

He denounced no femporal punishment ; He |in the physical laws of nature, as the soul is

cares of life is occasionally reproved. Of

ality that he came down from Heaven; His|age. Everything there,18alesson; in every-
commands were new ;. -that His disciples|thing Christ.speaks, and the spirit.of Christ
should **love one another,” that they.should |is Teady to convey: 1o his heart_all that he
love ‘even strangers, that they should * Jove|witnesses.. Accusiomed to all the comforts of |
their enemies.. He prescribed barriersagainst | life, and hardly ever thinkiog what it .would
all the maleficent passions; He gave us @|be to want them, he sees poverty and all its
law, the utmost point of perfection of which | evils; scanty. rooms, and, too ofien, scanty
human powers “are susceptible, and at thé|fuel, scanty clothing, and gcanty food. :In~1{’
same time allowed degrees of indulgence and | stead of -the ‘quiet -and neatness of his own

relaxation to human:frailey, proportionéd W chamber, hé finds, very often, a noise andia

An etninent writer in’ support of Christian- [ impossible instead of the siores'of knowledge
ity, (Dr. Paley) expresses the opinion that| with whick his own study is filled, he finds,
the direct object of the Christian’ revelation’ s 7
was.to supply: molives ‘and not rules—sanc- i |
{ions and not précepts 5 aud he strongly'in-} ture, for he will see it often if* he looks for'it,
timates that, independent of the purpoese” of | “~how. Clirist'is to them that serve him;.wis-,
Christ's atonerment’ and . propitiation” for-thejdom at once, and'sanctification, and blessing.
sinis' of the world, ‘the only object of His'mis-| e will find, araidst all this poverty, in'those |
slon upon earthi was 10 reveal a’ future state,| narrow, close, and’crewded- rooms,—aimidst

He does not. appear to think . that: Christ

and he positively asserts that ** morality, nei-

one another;” and I add, that this command
explained, illustrated and dilated, as it was
by the whole tenor of His discourses, and es-
pecially by the parable of the good Samari-
tan, appears to me to be not only entirely

word, adiscovery in morals; and a discovery,
the importance of which to the happiness of
the human race as far.exceeds any discovery
superior to the body. :

If it be objected "that the principles of be-
nevolence toward enemnies, and ihe forgive-
ness of injuries, may be found notonly in the
Old Testament but even in some of the hea-
then writers, particularly the discourses of
Socrates. I apnswer that the same may be
said of the immortality of the soul, and of
the rewards and punishments of a future
The doctrine was not more a dis-
covery than the precept; but their connex-
ion with each other, the authority with which
they were taught, and the miracles by which
they were enforced belong exclusively to the
mission of Christ. Attend particularly to
the miracle recorded in the second chapter of
Luke, as having taken place at the birth of
Jesus ; when the angel of the Lord said to
the shepherds; ¢ Fearnot, for behold I bring
you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be
1o all people: for unto you is born this day
in the city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ
the Liord.”

In these words the character of Jesus, asa
Redeemer, was announced ; but the histor-
jan adds—**And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising. God and singing, Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will to-
ward men.” These words, as I understand
them, announced the moral precept of bene-
volence as explicitly for the object of Christ’s
appearance, as the preceding words had de-
clared the purpose of redemption. It is re-
lated in the life of the Roman dramatic poet,
Terence, that when one of the personages of
bis comedy, the * Self Tormentor,’ the first
time uttered on the stage the line * Homo
sum, humani nil alienum puto,” (I am a
man, nothing human is uninteresting to me,)
a universal shout of applause burst forth from
the whole audience,and that in' so great a
multitude of Romans and deputies from the
nations, their subjects and allies, their was
not one individual ‘but felt in his heart this
noble sentiment. =" 00 U L
“’Yet'how feeble and defective it is,in com-~
parison with the Christian command of cha-
rity as unfolded in the discoveries of Christ
and enlarged upon in the writings of His
apostles. The heart of man will always
respond with rapture to this sentiment, when
there is no selfish or unsocial passion to op-
pose it; but the command 10 lay it down as
the great and fundamental rule of conduct
for human life, and to subdue and sacrifice
all the tyrannical and selfish passions to pre-
serve it, this is the peculiar and unfading
glory of Christianity; this is the conquest
over ourselves, which, without' the aid of a
merciful God, none of us can achieve, and
which it was.worthy of His special interposi-
tion to enable us to accomplish.

From your affectionate Father, :

Joux Quincy Apaws.

MORAL INFLUENCE OF VISITING THE POOR.

1 can imagine hardly anythiog more useful
10 a young man of an active and powerful
mind, advancing- rapidly in knowledge, and
with high distinction either actually obtained,
or close ‘in_prospect, than to take him,—or,
much better, that he should go of himsell; to
the abodes of poverty, and sickness, and old

‘| confusion which would render-deep thought

erhaps, obly a Prayer-book and a- Bible.—
Z.;.‘hen let bim see,~—and it is no fancied pic~

cleanliness also,—he will see oid nge, and -
sickpess, and labor, borne not ouly with pa.
tience, but with thankfulness, through lhe‘m.d
of that Bible, and the grace of that Holy Spi-
rit who is its author, He will find that while
his language and studies would be utterly
uninteliigible to the ears of those whom he iy
visiting, yet that they, in their tarn, have a
fanguage and feeling to which he-is pa less a
stranger. And he ay think too.~and, if he
does, he may for ever bless thé hour that wok
him there,~that, in fifty years or less, his
studies and all concerned with them will have
perished for ever, whilst their langnage and
their feelings, only perfected in the putting
off their mortal badies, will be those of all
glorified and all wise spirits, in the presence
of God and of Christ.—Dr. Arnold. .

MENTAL EXERCISE.

All the beauntiful orders of architecture and

creations of the pencil ; all the conceptious of
the beautiful in pature and art, and human-

ity, are inventions extorted, as it were, from

the mind, to extend and increase the plea-

sures of sense.  All the institutions of humaa

government, the priaciples of political econo-
my, the aspirations of patriotism and the ef-
forts of philantbropy, have been called forth

by the necessities of our physical nature,

which divine wisdom ordained should never
be supplied without the busy oceupation of
the mind. Our moral faculies and nature
are develaped by the same medium and im-
ulse. Divine revelation has studded the
whole vistaof eternity with prospects, objects,
rewards, and motives, which appeal to our
physical nature, and. incite even in our sen-
ses an aspiration to the more refined plea-
sures of another existence. The whole tri-
une being of man is brought into activity in
the duties of religion. Here is the concen-
trating point of all action and labour. Here
the whole philosophy of the systew is deve-
loped. In every acceptable act of religious
devation, faith, and duty, is involved the
combined action of sll our moral, intellectual,
and physical fuculties. Therefore of all the
conditious of humanity, religion is necessarily
and philusophically a state of the most emi-
nent action ; a staie of doing as well as feel.
ing, of feeling as well as thinking. Iiis for.
this reason that * faith without works is
dead,” philosophically, mathematically, un-

conditionally dead. If works, ihen, are so
necessary 1o the vitality of faith, we are au~
thorized to add, that the intellect without
works, without the organic necessity of acti-
vity and physical labour, is dead, philosophi-

cally, mathematically, unconditionally dead,

—~FE. Burritt, = ' R

A GOOD MAN’S LIFE;
s The beauty of :a holy life™ constiiies the
most cloquent and effective persuasive 1o ro-
ligion, which one human being can address
to another. 'We have many ways of doing
good to our fellow-creatures ; hut none sv efs
ticacious as leading a virtuous, upright, and
well-ordered lite. ~ There is an energy of
moral suasion in a good man’s life, passing
the highest efforts of the orator's genius.
The seen but silent beauly of holiness speaks
more eloquently of 'God and. .duty than: ihe -
tongues of men and angels.  Let parenisre-
member this. The best inheritance aparent
can bequeath to "a child is a virtuous eéxam-
ple, legacy of hallowed remembrances and
associations. The beauty of holiness beam-
ing through the life of a loved relative or.
friend, is more effectual to strengthen such
as do stand in virtue's ways, and raise up

1those that are bowed down, than precept,y

command, entreaty or warping.. Christian-
ity itgelf, I believe, owes. by-far the greater
part of its moral power, not-to the precepts
or parables of Christ, but to his own charac-
ter. The beauty of that. holiness which ‘is
enshrined in the four brief biographies of the

do more, to regenerate the world, ‘and bring
in an _everlasting righteousness, than!allithe
other agencies put-together, - "It has done
more to spread his religion in.the world than
all that has ever been preached or written on
the evidences'of Christianity — Chalmers. "

' R R B Vil Venl
Lamartine's Creep.—This is matter of intér- -

est at the Present’ . mement “to ‘every ‘friend , of "

liberty in-general,” and of ‘France in'-particular.

He says— /" .7

ARG AT ML )

on earth the most holy, the.moest fruitful,'and ihe
most divine doctrine that.cver, shed.ita, béams. or
human intelligence. . Christ has spoken as
speaks.” The doctrine is known by, its morality; i
the'same manner as a free is known by its fruits ;..
the. fruits' of ‘Christianity‘aré’ indefinite,’ pe
and divine, the nuthor-of .which"i
‘Word, as he so styled himself”:::

3ublishid monthls bp the Committee of

‘roise and .disorder, and, sometiines, want' of
K] : . \
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Man of Nuzarcth, has done more, and will’ =

41 believe in Christ, beeause he Bus,intmdii}:eidI n




