Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, v “ich may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usua! method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

l Covers restored and/or laminated/
| Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cattes aéographiques en couleur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black}/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

] I Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
| Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

/ Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

| Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
ZJ along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsaue cela était possible, ces pages n’ont
pas eté filmées.

Blank ieaves added during restoration may appear

L’lnstitut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uriques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage son? indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

V/ Pages damaged/
Pages endommageées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
/ Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages déatachées

Showthrough/
\/ Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/
Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

[] Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (péricdiques) de Ia livraison

- Additional comments:/ Page 167 is incorrectly numbered page 61. Wrinkled pages may film slightly
Commentaires supplémentaires: Ut of focus.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X




CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.
The Sabbuth o Delighe, <147
Rehigion aad Politsen,

2
s

- N 148
Addressof Rey My Drippson} ving
% the  Corner - Stone of . heibuine
o Chuareh in 1804, - - 155
1om RY
lmough Jdeath to lite, - 136
th.xmoca MISCELLANY. .
% é bplt‘l{lllll darhuess. - - 157
C‘ The dyivg Soldier’s last pusyer, 158
S There is n-wther man, - 139
é& "The \-omw‘URiccr . - - 160
«g Sin, - - 160

Trery day preac lnnu -

- 164
é@ CHILDREN'S CORNER.
8 The Infidels Chitd. 161
%c; “Weep with those thot weep" 162
e

TEMUERANGL.

e

?‘3‘ he Uwrighicous Docree—Ty Lev,

:;ig J. \Vnddf-ll - 163
&

gcm:malox,s ISTELLIGLNCE

& N Srotin—Otdinatiou atDartmouth, 165

4(8 * of Rev A W McKay, 163

].nqlund——‘?)mml Mueting of Con-
gregational Umon - 165

S o{land-—-l’)omcwﬁ of Temperance
in U P. Charch, -

Better support ol the

Ministey. -

166

- 167

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA:
.PRINTED BY JAMES BAR\IE
1857.

O!&)NQ%OQ X ,g: ;

Q
Turkey—Death of Rev.C.N Righter, 167
Aystrali Rehmcnsl)enomm.mons. 167 3P
S, Afiiea- l’ropo:.cd pew Missions, 1683

Enrroniac.

The late PolitiealCrisis in N. Scmm, 16
Congregational Union of England, 179
MISSIONARY RT‘GISJ‘I‘R
Hoxe Missions
The Suppurt of e Miristry'y’ Cul
vin's Letter and Reply, ~ 5.0 - 157

The Liberal Support ot the Minis-
wy—by Dr Gathvie, - S

ORA
Foreiox Missioxs.
Let:er hom RevoJohn Geddie, -
Letter from-Rev. Jolin Tnglls, -
Orner Misstoxs.
Desipnuion  Mectings ~cmlnw
forthdse ven Missionanics hy the
U. I Chureh- < - - - 185 %
The Seven: A Missionary Lyrie, 18

Old Calabayv—Late Inwlbgence, - 18.) 5%
Caffrarin— Mission t¢ the (.w.nk:‘w 0 ‘%
he resumed, - D 31 K
Arrival of Rev. W. B lh~. at \Iann )
vus, - - - - - 190 JBf
News or e Cavncu. g
Opening of the Scminary, - 191 3!

Presentation to Mr. Mql\m, -
Calls, - - - -
\mxcc; Acknow lulrrmcnt;‘ &e.-

RETR—
& A ?

U\m<

!
%”}ﬁ A AN SA AR AA & ;5
:go Vor. IL "
. @he Christinn Instructor, £
_ @he @hystean Instructor éw
gf‘ AND \f,}
o o 5
< HSSIONARY REGISTER, .2 g’
%‘5 Presbptevian Ehueeh) of Nova Soofia. i
e -~ 2
: APRIL, 1837 &
, & . t’};
¥§ JONTENTS. %
% g Page. Pace.

Dot ades ioa S Rg S &

ek, T S
(AT "

A;
S
g A1
F e

V¥



THE T

CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.

APRIL, 1857.

BUATT T LA AT T AR LA LA AN LU RN A Y AR

“ TraTt TaE SouL BE WITi0UT KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT GOOoD.”—Prov. xix. 2.
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“THE SABBATH A DELIGHT.”

Axrong the multitude of sins by which Tsrael provoked God to anger, the
profanation of the Sabbath was one of the most flagrant. In the catalogue
furnished by Ezekiel of the transgressions of his people, this is prominently
put forward, “Thou hast despised my holy things,” says God, “and pro-
Juned my Sabbaths” Of the honor due to his holy day God has always
been most jealous. Against the desceration of ithe denounces the severest
Judgments, whilst to the right observance of it he has annexed ¢ blessings the
most precious”—* If thoa turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure upon my holy day, and call the Sabbath o delight, the holy of
the Lord, honorable ; and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor '
finding thine own pleasure, nor spegking thine own words, THEN shalt thon H
delight thyself in the Lord, and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places
of the earth and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father, for the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken it.”
1. The Sabbath is a delight to the  true Israclite when ke remembers the
past whick it commemorates. Many pious individuals too much overlook—
almost despise the beauties a1¢ wonders of creation. They see little to ad-

d

Vit
mire in earth’s fairest flowers, or in heaven’s shining firmament. Thus they E
lose many a valuable lesson of God’s greatness and wisdom and goodness. }
They profess to be taught exclusively by the inspired record. But that re- &
cord itself should show them their error. It should teach them to consider 3
with David the heavens the work of God’s fingers the moon and the stars 3
which be has ordained.” And as they looked they might see as the Psalmist ;"
saw, a striking illustration at once of human littleness, and the greatness and i
condescension®f God—* What is man that thow art mindful of him, und 1;{
the son of man that thou visitest him. No! The Bible does not shut out i
creation. The only true coherent account of creation the Bible furnishes. W
It tells how God made the world—how out of nothing he preduced all things. P
He stretched forth the heavens like a curtain. He laid the foundations of b

the earth. He appointed to the sun his place, and projected the planets
into their orbits. He studded the firmament with stars, and strewed our
world with beauty, until in the view of so much glory the morning stars
gang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy. Now, “{rom the be-
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146 “ The Sabbath « Delight.” April.

ginning of the world till the resurrection of Christ,” of all this the Sabbath
was the memorial.  “ For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day, wherefore the Lord
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it.”

But (not to speak of that deliverance from Egypt, which fo the ancient
Jew added another ray to the glory of the Sabbath.  Sce Deut. v. 15.) this
day is a delight to the christian as it comriemorates a work still mightier
than that of creation. The Sabbath is a memorial of a finished atonement.
On this day Jesus rose from the dead. On this day the Son of Man tvi-
umphed over death and the grave. On the cross indeed he eried it is fin-
ished.” But his resurrection fitly changing the Sabbath from the seventh
to the first day of the week, * to continue to the end of the world,” was the
grand and glorious proof that his work was not only finished but accepted.
This declared him to be the S~n of God with power and great glory. The
death of Christ purchased the believer’s pardon—but the resurrection of
Christ is the proof that his death was eflicacious. IIence it is said he « was
delivered for our offences and was raised again for ouv justification.” The
Sabbath is a delight to the christian, then, as a memorial constantly recur-
ring that the work on which his title to heaven rests, is all eomplete.
To him it is the

Blest morning whose first dawning rays
Beheld the Son of Ged

Arise triumphant from the grave
And leave his dark abode.

And remembering that in thus rising the Redeemer brought for every one
who believed upon his name, ¢ life and immortality to light,” it is no{ won-
derful that he often sings—

This is the day God made in it
We'll joy triumphantly

Save now, I pray thee, Lord I pray,
Send now prosperity.

I1. But “the Sabbath is 2 delight” to the believer in Christ when he con-
siders the present privileges with whieh it is connected. All the week the
christian has access to his heavenly Father. Every day the way is open
to him to a throne of grace. And in his Word God is ever speaking to his
children. But for six days man mustlabor. For six days he must be much
employed in the engagements of the present life. And althongh it is his du
ty to pursue these with a cc 1stant reference to the presence of his heavenly
Father, yet who has not felt how difficult a thing it is to maintain a devo-
tional spirit amidst the cares and toils and bustle of worldly avecations. To
meet this difficulty the Sabbath is provided. Itis “made for man.” It
meets a necessity of hi> condition. Afier six days employed.to a great ex-
tent in earthly pursuits it is indeed “a delight” to withdrajwdrom these on
the Sabbath,—to have one whole day in seven on which the world is to be
shut out—on which the soul tied down during the week to earth may soar
upward and seek communion with the skies. On this day the closet has a
holier aspect and the sacred page itself a brighter llumination. On the fa-
mily altar too the *fire burns” in higher flame when the household is col-
lected to worship God. And then there is delight peculiar to this day in
the public service of the sanctuary in the great congregation. For they who
delightin God’s Sabbath—delight also in God’s temple:— Lord, I have
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Toved the habitation of thy house and the place where thine honour dwelleth.”
The believer is glad when it is said to him, “ Come, let us go up to the house
of God.” There is the communion of saints, in praise and prayer. There
is the living voice heard in “the foolishness of preaching.” And there too
is oft-times spread the table of the Lord, at which to commemorate his dy-
ing love. 'There surely is our fellowship with the Father and with the Son
Christ Jesus. There are times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his power—pledges and foretastes of heavenly joy.

II1. The Sabbath is a delight to the believer when he thinks of the fus
ture glory which it foreshadows. “ The Sabbath is a rest from sin, business
and pleasure—a day in which God is worshipped, divine knowledge im-
proved, and holiness attained and increased—a day in which saints delight-
fully commune and joyfully celebrate the wonders of creation, and the greatep
wonders of redemption. On the Sabbath God is peculiarly present, recon-
ciled, forgiving and sanctifying, and the Spuit of truth eminently communi-
cates comfortable evidence of divine love, whispers peace and inspires joy.
The Sabbath is therefore the day of hope and consolation, of enjoyment and
triumph; the foretaste of heaven, the entrance to the glorious assembly of
the blessed.”

“The future rest of the people of God is divinely formed of these delight-
ful ingredients. Iere cternal peace begins its undisturbed reign over all
the great kingdom of Jehovah. There immortal minds are consummated in
that holiness which is the image of the heavenly Adam. Here those minds
in the excrcise of that holiness, with exalted friendship and pure unbosomed
intercourse, commence their everlasting joy. There God ¢s all ¢n all. There
he unveils his face and discloses the smiles of infinite love to the assembly
of the fir t born. And there the Lamb, the glory of God, and the light of
heaven, iillumines all their thoughts, quickens all their affections, feeds them
with living bread, leads them to fountains of living waters, and awakens into
transport their hymns of never ending praise.”—(Dwight.) The rest of our
carthily Sabbath is delightful, but it is necessarily imperfect, and it is soon
past: but the rest which yet “ remaineth for the people of God” is complete,
and it never will come to an end.

There shall “ we taste unmingled joys,
And dwell in perfect peace.”

Reader! Is “the Sabbatha delight” to you? To many it is a burder and
@ weartness. 'They have no pleasure in God’s holy day. There can be no
clearer evidence of an ungracious condition—no plainer proof that the soul
is under the bondage of sin. In such a soul there can be no meetness for
heaven. To such a soul the service of the earthly sanctuary is altogether
distasteful. If he attends upon it at all it is a relief to him when it is over.
How much sooner would he weary of the sanctuary above. There the whole
heaven is one vast temple—the multitudes of the redeemed one great wor-
shipping a~sembly—eternity itself one uninterrupted Sabbath—the employ-
ment of the blessed unceasing praise—* They rest not day and night saying,
holy, hol:. holy is the Lord God Almighty, which was and is and is to
come.”

Reader! If you have no relish for Sabbath joys on earth bethink you
what is your state of preparation for the happiness of heaven,

E. R.
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148 Religion and Politics. April.
RELIGION AND POLITICS.

Ar the present time political questions are largely engrossing public at-
tention. Not only in our own Province, but throughout the whole civilized

. world, they are become the theme of discussion in &ll circles. And the agi-

tation which they occasion is likely to increase rather than diminish. Un-
der these circumstances it becomes a question of deep interest, though it
nust be admiited one of considerable perplexity, what is the relation of
Christianity to civil polity, or what is the duty of christians in regard to the
public questions of the day. Civil Government is an Institution of God to
secure the social well being of man in the present life, while Christianity
opens to us a future life, and acquaints us with the means by which its hap-
piness may be secured. Christianity finds man a member of civil society,
having rights of which it does not deprive him, and owing duties from which
it does not release him. 'We may be therefore assured that in politics, as
such, there is nothing inconsistent with the strictest profession of religion.

For various reasons, however, it is sometimes considered extremely desi-
rable to separate the two. Worldly men and even professing christians aim
at having them entirely divorced. It is often said that politics ann religion
have nothing to do with one another. The idea of bringing religion to bear
upon public movements is resented as an uncalled for interference—as bring-
ing religion into a sphere in which she has no business—and this is some-
times said with an assumed air of respect for her sanctity, as if she would
contract defilement by contagt with any thing so unholy as political agitation.

Taking this sentiment in the broad manner in which it is sometimes sta-
ted we must say that we can scarcely conceive of any thing more absurd,
or in a moral point of view more indefensible. It is virtually saying that
there is one department of human action, and that too one which largely in-
fluences human welfare, with which God is to have nothing to do, but that it
is to be left to Satan guiding the corrupt principles of the human heart—
Can those who tell us that religion has nothing to do with polities really
mean this. If they do, we would ask in what part of God’s Word is any
man or set of men exempted from the controlling infiuence of religious mo-
tive in any sphere of action. On the contrary, does not the Word of God
bring every transaction of our Iives under the rule of christian motives.—
“Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”
Or if it be admitted that this is certainly our duty as christians, it may be
still argued that therefore politics, which it is assumed necessarily involves
conduct inconsistent with such obligations, is not a proper sphere for religi-
ous men.  But we would humbly ask, in what part of God’s Word is there
an exemption from the authority of the divine law for politicians?  Are they
indeed not “ made under the law ?” The very statement of such an idea con-
veys its refutation.

As to the expressions of mock deference with which itis proposed to ex-
clude religion from influencing civil affairs, we cannot do-better than quote
the language of one of the greatest of modern thinkers :—

« This interdiction comes with its worst appearance when it is put forth in terms
affecting a profound reverence of religion ; a reverence which cannot endure that
so holy a thing should be defiled, by being brought in any contact with such a sub-
ject, as the disastrous effect of bad government on the intelle¢tual and moral state of
the people. The advocate of schemes for the improvement of their rational nature
smay it seems take his ground, his strou%)est ground on religion for enforcing on indivi-
duals the duty of promoting such an object. In the name and authority of religion
be may press on their consciences wi}b respect to the application of their property
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and influence ; and he may adopt under its sanction a strongly judicial language,
in censure of their neglizence, their insensibility to their accountableness, and their
lavish expenditures foreign to the most important uses. In all this he does well.
But the instant he begins to make the like judicial application of its laws to the
public conduct of its governing authorities, that instant he debases Christianity to
politics, most likely to party politics, and a pious horror is affected at the profana- ...
tion. Christianity is to be honored somewhat after the same manner as the Lama
of Thibet. It is to stay in its temple, to have the proprieties of homage duly ob-
served within it precincts, but to be ezempted (in reverence of its sanctity !) frop
all cognizance of great public affairs, even in the points where they most invol
its interests. It could show perhaps in what manner the administration of these-
affairs injures these interests; but it would degrade its sacred character by talking
of any such matter. But Christianity must have leave to decline the sinister com-
pliment of such pretended anxiety to preserve it immacnlate. As to its sacred
character it can venture that on the strength of its intrinsic quality, and of its own
guardianship, while regardless of the artificial limits thus attempted in mock re-
verence to be prescribed to it, it steps, in a censorial capacity, on what will be
called a political ground, so faras to take account of what concern has been shown
or what means have been left disposable for operation, to promote the grand essen-
tials of human welfare by that pablic system which has grasped and expended the
strength of the community,  Christianity is not so demure a thing that it cannot,
without violating its consecrated character. go into the exercise of this judicial of-
fice. And as to its right to do so,—either it has a right to take cognizance now of
the manner in which the spirit and measures of States and their regulators bear
upon the most womentous interests, or it will have no right to be brought forward
as the supreme law for the final award upon those proceedings and those men."*
In regard to the duty of Christians to interest themselves in the civil and
political affairs of the country, we may observe that whatever be the case of
those who live under a despotism, those who live in a country enjoying re-
presentative institutions have powers entrusted to them, for the use of which
they are accountable. In the days of the apostles, under the Roman govern-
ment, only the shadow of power remained with the people ; and Christians
generally had scarcely any way of interfering in the affairs of government,
except by insurrection or riot, which Christianity forbids. In a free country,
however, circumstances are very different. There, interference is our lawful
right. Every man, or at least every voter, has a voice in the making of
those laws by which we ave governed, and also indirectly possesses an influ-
ence in the selection of those by whom they are udministered. This power
involves corresponding duties. It is our duty to use all our influence for the
repeal of bad laws, the amendment of defective ones, and the enactment of
good ones. In a word: our political power is a talent for which we are re-
sponsible, and from this responsibility it is impossible to divest ourselves.
Nor is this responsibility an unimportant one. It cannot be a matter of
indifference what is the nature of the laws by which we are governed, or W
what is the character of the men by whom they are administered. The le- fd
gislation of a country takes cognizance of many of our dearest interests. Qur
daily business, our domestic relations, our individual interests, and our social
welfare, are all concerned—Dboth in the nature of our laws and the character
of our rulers. An important trust is therefore committed to every one en-
trusted with political power, and he needs to “beware of burying his talent
in the earth.” 'When important interests are concerned, instead of regard-
ing neutrality as an honor to any man, we consider it both a weakuess and
a crime.
It may indced be pled that Christianity is a spiritr1 religion—that Chris-
tians are members of a kingdom which is not of this world—and that as po-
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litical movements belong to earthly kingdoms, therefore a christian should
have nothing to do with them. The premise: we at onee admit, but the con-
clusion we deny. The christian is a citizen of a heavenly city—a subject of
a spiritual kingdom ; but in the present life he is as really a member of an
earthly community. He does not cease to be a citizen when he becomes a
christian, nor does his connexion with the Church release him from his duties
as a subject of the State. IIis political relations stand in the same position
to his religion as his trade or his other worldly interests.  IIe does not abun-
don them when he becomes religious, but a new spirit is breathed into all his
transactions. He does not go out of the world when he enters the Church.
but he learns to “ use this world as not abusing it.”  Christianity was never
intended to destroy patriotism. If the Bible docs not inculeate it by precept.
as infidels have objected, it does more—it teaches it by example.

It may be remarked, moreover. that whatever man may say or desire as
to the separation of politics and religion, the two subjects are, in the present
day, becoming hopelessly intermingled.  Perhaps theve never was a peried
in history when the whole world was so much agitated as at the present mo-
ment; and the atentive observer cannot help ramarking that almost as uni-
versally the religious element mingles with the political.  This might be
shown by reference to the countries of Europe—ot North and South Ameri-
ca,—whether their religion be Protestant, Popi-h, or Greek Church,—and
even among the stolid masses of Asiatic despotisin. Religious movements
were at the foundation of the late Russian war. and the religious question
enters into the management of the humblest village school. The public
movements of the day, then, have a direct bearing upon the cause of Christ,
nd cannot be disregarded by any friend of Zion. In this point of view, the
direction of the prophets to the Jews in Babylon has an appropriateness to
our time : “ Seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be car~
ried away captive, and pray first the Lord for it, for ¢n the peace thereof ye
shall have peace”

The principal excuse, however, urged by professing christians for neglect-
ing political affairs, is the spirit and manner in which they are conducted.
The pious man turns away sick in soul from the degrading personalities—the
unscrupulous acts—the pandering to the lowest prejudices, and the excite-
ment of vile passions—the envy, malice, and all uncharitableness, which
characterize party warfare ;—and feels justified in neglecting publie affairs
altogether. But we put it to such as a matter of serious consideration,—whe-
ther by christians withdrawing from any interference in political affairs, and
leaving the whole scene of public life to the ungodly, they are not perpetu-
ating and rather increasing the evil which they lament. When such an evil
spirit at present possesses political agitation, is there not the more urgent
call upon christians to use all their influence to “cast it out.” Besides, the
word of God,—as well as all experience,—shows that to have our public af-
fairs in the hands of wicked men is one of the greatest evils that can afflict
a nation. This is one of the evils under which the neighboring yepublic is
suffering. There, politics has become so disgusting to right-thinking men,
that a large portion of the best members of the community refuse to have
any hand in them ; and men who value -their character for christianity can
scarcely be induced to enter public life. And what is the consequence ?—
‘Why, that their general government is a sink of corruption,—as an Ameri-
can clergyman pronounced it to the writer, “ the most corrupt on the face of
the earth”—that Congress is filled with rowdies and ruffians—that scenes are
enacted in the halls of legislation which bring a reproach upon the country
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in the cyes of all civilized nations—that measures the most iniquitous and
the most injurious to the best interests of the country, are adopted—and that
every now and then the peace of the world is endangered. Their state and
municipal governments are no better—whatever worse.

It is with deep regret that we have observed a tendeney to a similar state
of things among ourselves—that the best men are forsaking politics altogether.
We cannot help regarding it as an alarming sign of the times. It will be 2
bad day for our country when the making and administering our laws g
feft in the hands of bad men.

While however we maintain the right and the duty of christians to také
their part in our public politics, we do not mean to disguise that eminent pe-
ril to their religious interests attends their taking an active part inthem. In
this however politics is only like every other worldly concern.  Their world-
Iy business, and cven the natural relations of life, may, through the deceit-
fulness of the heart, prove a foe to the advancement of religion in their hearts.

lat this does not prove that they should abandon business, retire from socie-
ty and adopt monastic vows, so neither does the danger conneeted with poli-
tical agitation justify the christian in negleeting the interests of the State.—
But it warns us to be cautious, and shows the carnest necessity of watchful-
ness and prayer. And as we fear that this is not sufficiently felt by chris-
tians, we shall endeavour in the remaining part of this paper to point out the
leading principles by which a christian should be guided in the exercise of
his political rights.

In the first place, In deciding as to the part he takes in political move-
ments, the christian should e guided by religious motives. In this as in
every part of his conduct the will of God should be his rule. “ Whether ye
eat or drink, or whatseever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” ¢ Whatsoever
ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord and not unto men.” This we fear is not
generally attended to by professing christians in the discharge of their poli-
tical duties. Too often party feelings, or it may be personal animosity,
worldly ambition, the desire of sclf-aggrandizement, or a party triumph,
secems to animate their conduct.  On the contrary, the christian should make
this, as well as every other part of his conduet, a matter of conscience, and
his conscience should be guided by the Word of God. He should study the
subjects on which he is called to pass judgment, and endeavour to decide upon
them as in the sight of God, and from such motives, that he can appeal to
the great Searcher of hearts as to their purity.

Secondly, The christian should set his face firmly against any attempt te
sacrifice morality at the shrine of party. Whether the christian can consis-
tently become a political partizan will depend upon the light in which we un-
derstand that term.  In the sense of uniting with those who entertain the
same political opinions, to secure public measures in the propriety of which
they are agreed, we can see nothing wrong in his placing himself in suck a
position ; but, in the sense in which it is commonly understood, as one wha
secks to promote party ends rather than what is right, and who does not
scruple as to the means employed for securing them, we need secarcely say
how inconsistent this is with the spirit of the gospel. Indeed we think that
every candid observer must regret to perceive that the greater portion of
party morality is based on something else than the law of God. With poli-
ticians the rule of action is commonly expediency. The question with them
is not, what is right, but what will best promote the ends of the party. With
such a mode of proceeding the christian, if he wishes to be consistent, can
have neither part nor lot. He should be guided by principle and not by pe-
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licy, and we take leave to say in passing that politicians might find this in
the long run to be the best policy. Then again how often do worldly poli-
ticians seem to regard it as Jawful to use any means which they think will
gain their end. How often does it seem as if their motto was “all’s fair in

. politics.” Even professing christians seem to act as if they thought the end

would justify the means. No consideration should induce a christian to act
in such a manner. In particular, let him set his face against all the corrupt
practices which prevail in party warfare, particularly at elections. Let him
discountenance the circulation of evil reports, the vilification of personal cha-
racter, the use of money for improper purposes, the desceration of the Sab-
bath, the dealing out of intoxieating drinks, &ec., &e. Let him show an ex-
ample of charity, giving to others the same credit for conscientiousness which
he claims for himself. It is absurd as well as unchristian to regard all in op-
position to us as either knaves or fools. Let him in all things seck to follow
the law of God, and were good men generally to act in this way the bad, in-
stead of having that prominence in public matters which they now have,
would soon be driven into merited obscurity.

Thirdly, Christians should set an example of moderation. In polities, as
in every other sphere of action, he should let his “moderation be known unto
all men.” At the present time he has great need to be careful lest his mind
be too much occupied with the exciting public questions of the day. He
should never engage in them to an extent that will cause him to neglect any
other duty, or that will hinder his religious improvement. To use the lan-
guage of Johin Angell James, “ If his attention to these matters be such as to
flatten his devotional spirit, take him off from his religious duty, or diminish
seriously the power of godliness and the vigor of faith; if it fill Lis imagina-
tion, make him restless, uneasy and anxious, disturbing the calmness of his
religious peace and comfort; if it interfere more with his business than is
good for his worldly prosperity, or with his family more than is consistent
with his obligations to instruct and benefit them ; if it injure his charity, and
1ill his bosom with ill will and hatred to those who differ from him; if it
cause his pious friends to shake their heads and say ‘I wish he were not
quite se political, we may be very sure, and he may be sure too, that although
it is not easy to fix with precision the boundary that separates right and
wrong on this subject, he has passed the line and is on dangerous and unlaw-
ful ground.”

We fear that in this respect professing christians are in greater danger
than is commonly apprehended. The following picture by the same writer
is we fear too often realized :— Not a few persons have been so far engross-
ed by them as to neglect their business and to be ruined for life; and still
more have lost their religion in their political fervour, and in the misery of
a backsliding or apostate state have cursed the hour in which they neglected
the concerns of eternity for the struggles of the times.” * * * «What
religion can live insuch a state of mind as this! The newspaper supplauts
the Bible ; the speeches aud writings of politicians have far more interest
for such persons than the sermons of the preacher; and the attractions of
the public meeting far overpower those of the devotional service, spiritual
conversation is neither relished nor encouraged, and nothing permitted, or
at least welcomed, but the all engrossing subject ; even the Sabbath day is
not exempted from the desecration of these subjects ; if they do not read the
newspapers themselves, they enquire of those who do, or talk with those who
are as deeply engrossed as themsclves by the topic. Nothing of picty re-
mains but the name, and even that has been in some cases abandoned.  Such
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are the rocks among which many of all parties, Whigs and Tories, Church-
men and Dissenters, for I apply the remark to all, have split.”

Lastly, Moral or religious interests, whenever such are involved in poli-
tical movements, should be regarded by the christian as of having the jfirst
claim upon his attention. There may be political issues which contain no
moral clement, but wherever there is such an element he should regard it as
of greater importance than any merely political question which he is called
to decide. We need not <ay how different is the view of worldly men. With
them political questions are everything, and religion and morality are either
niot regarded at all or only so far as they are subservient to the advancement
of political ends. In common with this, too, we consider it a matter at which
christian men should aim, to have men of decided christian character filling
the higher stations of the country. A question may here arise—whether a
christian is authorized to vote for men who give no evidence of personal re-
ligion? This is a point of some difficulty. On the one hand, it will be at
onee admitted that it is extremely desirable to have men of piety in high pla-
cos.—It will render their office in the highest degree a blessing to the com-
munity. And yet, on the other hand, it may well be asked, will it be for
the interests of the community to entrust public affairs to the hands of inca-
pable men, merely because they are pious? A man may be a good chris-
tian, and but a poor statesman, and should a christian vote for a man whose
views of public policy he believes to be not only erroneous but deeply inju-
rious to the interests of the country,—even although he believes him to be a
converted man? We must therefore admit, that while piety is extremely de-
sirable in public men, it is not indispensable. It is in this as in some other
matters.  What christian would not desire, when sickness enters his dwelling,
to have a pious as well as skilful physician? But in a case of emergency,
who would not prefer the most skilful, whether he were religious or not?

And yet we are very far from admitting that clvistians are justified in
disregarding the moral character of public men. We know that it is com-

monly held that we should look only at their public principles, and some
would have us vote for those with whom we might agree in political views,
whatever their moral character.  Such a sentiment we must utterly repudi-
ate. The interests of morality we regard as of higher importance than any
merely political issue that may be tried. The injury done to all the higher
interests of the community by the elevation of bad men, is such, that we can-
not conceive of any political interest which would justify a christian in lend-
ing his assistance to place in situations of public honor, persons of open un-
godliness or decided immorality. We humbly conceive that there is need
tor christians making a stand here. At present, the men who press into pub-
lic offices are the ambitious and the unserupulous ; and as long as christians
trom party feeling raise no difficulty about giving their suffrages to such,
this is likely to continue to be the case.  Were christians to take a firm stand
against the elevation of men destitute of moral principle, the result would, in
a short time, be most favorable to the interests of the country. We cannot
see in what other way that state of things can he brought about, when “our
officers shall be peace and our exactors rightcousness.”

The remarks made regarding christians, to some extent apply to the chris-
tian minister. There is, however, this difference: that the dusiness of the
latter is attendance upon religious services, and that therefore, in all ordina-
ry cases, he can have no call to be actively cngaged in political affairs, any
more than any other worldly employment. “ No man that warreth entang-
leth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath
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chosen him to be a soldier.”  Still he has not lost his political rights, and he
is still accountable for them. With many of the politieal questions which
agitate the public mind, he may be justified in giving himself no concern. Tn
regard to them he may consider the words of our Saviour as applicable to
himself, “ Let the dead bury their dead, but go thou and preach the gospel.”
But when important political questions are at issue, our own opinion is that
generally it is his duty to exercise his clective franchise. From the state of
opinion among his flock it may be more prudent to abstain, but we cannot
help remarking that we conceive it most unreasonable in any person to take
offence at his minister for the exercise of his political privileges in a calm
and christian spirit. Such a person seems to us to be putting a yoke upon
the conscience of his iminister, which he would indignantly throw off, if any
person attempted to apply it to himself.

‘The passages just quoted, as well as others which might be adduced, how-
ever, plainly teach that it is generally the duty of the christian minister to
avoid any active interference in political agitation. Such interference gene-
rally does injury to the political cause he designs to promote. It is apt to
deaden his own spirituality, if not to produce a spirit of bitterness, the very
opposite of the spirit of the gospel. e excites prejudices against the rehi-
gion of Christ ; he neglects the great duties of his office ; and incurs the dis-
pleasure of that Master whose command is, “ Give thyself wholly to them.”
There is only one emergency of which we can conceive, in which christian
ministers would be justified in embarking upon the stormy sea of political
agitation. It is when important religious interests are directly involved in
the questions at issue. It was in this way that all the leading Reformers—
Luther, Calvin, Cranmer, Knox, &e.—were largely engaged in aftairs of
State. The interests of the Church were so closely bound up with the poli-
tical movements of the day, that a great portion of their lives were occupied
with public affairs.  The extent to which the religious element is mingling
with the political in the present day, may yet render a similar course the duty
of the ministers of religion. In the mean time, let us © give ourselves con-
tinually to prayer and the ministry of the words” and to all attempts to
draw us aside from this course, let us meckly but firmly say with Nehemi-
ah—“T am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down ; why should the
work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you?

Two more thoughts must conclude these remarks, already too protracted.
In the first place, how should the agitation of the present era lead the chris-
tian to long and pray for the delightful period when righteousness shall reign
in the civil affairs of nations? This is one of the characteristics of the mil-
lenial glory of the Church—* He shall judge thy people with rightcousness,
and thy poor with judgment ;” “The kingdom and dominion and the great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shoulc be given to the people
of the saints of the Most High;” ¢ the nation and kingdom that will not serve
thee shall perish ;” “kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy
nursing mothers;” T will also make thine officers peace, and thine exactors
righteousness. Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor
destraction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls salvation, and
thy gates praise.”

But secondly, et us have our minds occupied with the grand realities of
another world, and with what calin composure, if not entire indifference, may
we contemplate the agitation of earthly kingdoms. To use the language of
John Howe, “ That lofty soul that bears about with it the living apprehen-
sions of its being made for an everlasting state, so carnestly intends it, that
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it shall ever be a descent and vouchsafement with it, if it allow itself to take
notice what busy mortals are doing in their (as they reckon them) grand ne-
gotiations here below. He hath still the image before his eyes of this world
vanishing and passing away ; of the other, with the everlasting affairs and

concernments of it, even now ready to take place and fill up all the stage,

and can represent to himself the vision of the world dissolving, monarchies

and kingdoms breaking up, thrones trembling, crowns and sceptres lying as
neglected things.”

[To tuc Epitor oF THE CARISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.]

Rev. anp Dear Sir,—

During this year the Clovstian Instructor has contained numerous
papers concerning the lives and labors of the fathers of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Seotia. This is, I think. as it ought to be, and such a course
can only produce favorable results. It will, I trust, induce our ministers to
be more devoted and more self-sacrificing in their exertions to promote the
cause of our dear Redeemer.

The pioneers of our beloved Zion labored zealously and faithfully in their
Master's vineyard, and their successors, by following their example, may,
by the blessing of the IXead of the Church, be more successful in breaking
up the bardened fallow ground of the present day.

Luclosed you will find a copy of one of the papers of the Rev Matthew
Dripps. I think it is well written, and may be useful in dirccting to the
sure foundation laid in Zion. It has given me much pleasure, during my
pastoral visits in this congregation, to listen to the countless testimonies re-
specting the faithful labors of this devoted servant of Cluist. Though weak
in body, yet he was a valiant and true soldier of Xing Jesus.  * The memo-
1y of the just is blessed.”

Should you deem the enclosed paper worthy of a place in the Christian
Instructor, it is at your service.

I am yours, truly,
Grorge M. CLARK.

On Monday the 25th June 1804, the Corner-stone of a new Presbyterian
Church was laid in the town of Shelburne, in the Province of Nova Scotia,
under the direction of the

Kev. Marrnew Drieps, Pastor.
Corixy Camrsrii, Esq., President. .
GrEOrRGE GRACIE, Esq., Vice-President. Committec.
ArcHIBALD CUNNINGHAY,
Davip Waiker, Elders.
and many of the weli-disposed inhabitants of that town.
On this pleasing occasion the Rev Mr Dripps delivered the following ap-
propriate address :—
“ When thé great Architect of nature had formed the universe, He cre-
ated man lord of this world, and endowed him with powers of mind by which
he is able to imitate in miniature,~though in much imperfection,—the works
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of his Creator. Both the works of nature and art are calculated to convey
to our minds moral and spiritual instruction.

“The foundation of an edifice,—especially one designed for the worship of
God,—ought to put us in mind of that foundation which God hath laid in
Zion, as the only support of our hopes for eternal happiness. 5

“ The solidity of the foundation demands the architect’s utmost attention, as
without that the superstructure can have no security ; so, unless we build
our hopes for happiness upon Christ—the Rock of Ages, and surety of lost
sinners—uwe shall at last meet with a disappointment infinitely more dis-
tressing than he who built his house upon a foundation of sand.

“The corner-stone is designed firmly to unite the sides of the building, and
to beautify and strengthen it. Let us direct our views to Christ— the chief
corner-stone of the Church~—which in Scripture is ealled a spiritual temple.

“ He mysteriousty and wonderfully unites, by His Spirit, Jews and Gen-
tiles,—men of different nations, views, and dispositions, into one glorious as-
sembly ; adorns them with righteousness and holiness, and fits them for the
heavenly state. That an edifice may answer the intention of the builder,
it is necessary that it be solid and durable, adapted to the use for which it
is intended, of a pleasing appearance, and that its aspect declare its design.
The spiritual building to which these ideas should direct our attention is
erected upon an everlasting, unchangeable foundation. Itis united by a
corner-stone which can never decay. It is remarkably adapted to the use

“for which it is designed :—the advance of the glory of God, and the happi-

ness of its members.
“ The righteousness, holiness, peace and fidelity of the true members of

the spiritual temple, shew that it is designed for the poblest purposes. It
presents the most delightful appearance to those who are able to view it
with the eye of faith. May the King of Zion prosper this building ! May
He graciously reside in it when built! May this be the place-where 2 mul-
titude of souls shall be rescued from the slavery of Satan, and made willing
subjects to Christ’s kingdom ! May this be the place where many shall be
edified, comforted, built up and fitted for entering into the temple above by
means of the gloricus gospel of salvation. AxEN”

THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE.
“ It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.”—1 Cogr. xv. 43.

The star is not extinguished when it sets
Upon the duil horizon; but it goes
To shine in other skies; then re-appears
In ours, as fresh as when it first arose.

The river is not lost when o’er the rock
It pours jts flood into the abyss below;

Its seattered force re-gatlering from the shock,
It bastens onward with yot fuller flow.

The bright sun dies not when the shadowing orb
Of the eclipsing moon obscures its ray;

It still is shining on, and soon to us
Will burst undimmed into the joy of day.

The lily dies not when both flower and leaf

Fade, and are strew’d upon the chill, sad ground;
Gone down for shelter to its mother earth,

*Twill rise, re-bloom, and shed its fragrance round.
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Spiritual Darkness.

The dew-drop dies not when it leaves the flower
And passes upward on the beam of morn;

It does but hide itself in light on high,
To its loved flower at twilight to return.

The fine gold has not perished when the flame
Seizes upon it with consuming glow

In freshen’d splendour it comes forth anerw,
To sparkle on the monarch’s throne or brow.

Thus nothing dies, or only dies to live—

Star, stream, sun, flower, the dew-drop, and the gold ;
Each goodly thing, instinct with buoyant hope,

Hastes to put on its purer, finer mould.

So in the quict joy of kindly trust,

We bid each parting saint a brief farewell ;
Weeping, yet smiling, we commit their dust

To the safe keeping of the silent cell.
Softly within that peaceful resting-place

We place their wearied Limbs, and bid the clay
Press hightly on them, till the night be past,

And the far east give note of coming day.

The day of re-appearing, how it speeds!
He who is true and faithful speaks the word,
Then shall we ever be with those we love—
‘Then shall we be for ever with the Lord!

The shout is heard; the archangel’s voice goes forth ;
The trumpet sounds; the dead awake and sing;
The living put on glory ;—one glad band,
They hasten up to meet their coming king.

Short death and darkness!—endless life and light!
Short dimming !—endless shining in yon sphere,
Where all is incorraptible and pure—

—Dr BoNar.

The joy without the pain, the smile without the tear!

Religious

SPIRITUAL DAREKXNESS.
My God, my God, why hast thou forsa-
ken me ?”  Psalm xxii, L.

Of all the sorrows which a child of
God must cncounter on his journey
through this world to another perbaps
the heaviest is the hiding of his heaven-
ly Father’s countenance. The believer
feels like other men, the common woes
of mortal life, nay, he sometimes appears
of all men the most miserable,—but he
has a promise and a pledge adapted to
every such case; there is always some-
thing in the covenant suited to his wants:
and when all else seems to fail, he can
at least fall back on the comprehensive
assurance, * My grace igsufficient.”” But

Kisceliany.

when thatgrace appears to be withdrawn,
or even turned into sore displeasure;
when the soul can no longer enjoy com-
munion with its God. but, on the contra-
ry, feels as if its prayer were shut out
from before him, it is then that the stroke
appears to be overwhelming~—then that
the believer would cry from all the depths
of his soul, “ O wretched man that I am !

But what may we regard asthe causes
of this sore distress ?

First; it may. originate in the holy
sovereignty of God. He may be pleased
thus to try the souls of his children, just
as other troubles, in different forms, come
upon other men. ¢ Thus the good plea-
sure of his goodness” may thus be Jeho-
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val’s rule—and the lesson which he
would teach may be this—¢ Be still, and
know that I am God.”

Or, secondly ; the spiritual darkness
which broods over a soul may be occa-
sioned by sin committed, and the Spirit
of holiness grieved.—In every case, but
especially in the case of a child of God,
sin is offensive to the Iloly One.—He
will correct us for it; He will testify bis
displeasure: e will make it manifest
that it is an cvil and a bitter thing to sin
against the Holy One.

Or, thirdly ; the darkness of soul to
which we now refer may originate in
the want of a simple faith. Instead of
beholding the Lawmb of God, or looking
to him that we may be saved we may be
turning our scrutiny inward in the hope
of finding something there, on which our
hopes and our happiness may repose.
But it never was desizned that we should
found our hopes upon anything within.
Other foundation no man can iay than
that which God has laid, which is Jesus
Christ.  Thereall is radiant—but else-
where, a spiritual gloom descends on us
again.

And where shall we finda remedy for
this evil ? The expression of David, or
of David’s Lord, may enable us to reply.
Amid all his darkness, David still clung
to God as kis God.—like the patriarch
before him, the king of Israel would not
let God go.  Iis faith might be obscured
and his soul in perplexity; but still he
had an anchor cast withinthe veil. He
clung to God as kis God, whatever might
befall—and so should we. Xven amid
trials and sorrows, such as David had to
eudure, we should exercise an appropri-
ating faith,—and so be delivered from
every ill.

Or, farther; ifit be sin committed that
has gricved the Holy One, then that
should be sought out,and carried to the
fountain opened for sin.  No peace need
be expected by the soul till that be done.
In bis own children at least the Ioly
One will testify his displeasure against
the abominable thing .which he bates;
and whether it be the want of faith, or
some positive transgression, the Judge
of all the earth calls on us to cease to do
evil and learn to do well.

But in contrast witly these tried ones,
how blessed are they whom the Lord
keeps in perfect peace! By enabling
them to “stay upon God,” they are car-
ried calmly through life, His kingdom
within them, and Himself for their por-

The Dying Soldier’s Last Prayer.

April

tion forever. The seeret of all that, is
simple faith in the Saviour. In Him such
souls.meet and commune with the Fa-
ther of our spirits. In Him they find
the grace which is all-sufficient, and the
joy which no man takes from them. The
Sun of Righteousness habitually shines
upon them, and they walk like the chil-
dren of light to their heavenly home, re-
Joicing in” Christ Jesus, and having no
confidence in self. And, while such fa-
voured ones remember that they have
nothing which they have not received,
how careful should they be to live to the
glory of him who has done such great
things for them! Surely, “the hving
sacrifice” should be often presented, and
the * reasonable service” paid! Where
such grace is working, glory should ac-
crue $o its author—and happy that soul
which the Holy Spirit is thus leading in
the narrow way! It is there that man
walks with God and rejoices in his favor
as life.—Tweedie’s Balm from Gilead.

THE DYING SOLDIER'S LAST
PRAYER.

In the evening of the 15th of Novem-
ber, 1854, after the glorious victory of
Inkermann there was found in the en-
closure formed by the tents of our brave
allies a large number of killed and
wounder ; the Russians were the most
numerors. The English bad alrcady
collected ‘heirs, and were helping the
French to roiee theirsoldiers who had
fallen on thatbloody field. The earth
was strewed with corpses. Some of the
faces seemed to smile, some seemed to
sleep, others looked fierce, some had re-
ceived the mortal blow whilst in the act
of tearing the cartridge, and still remain-
ed kneeling,convulsively grasping their
weapon ; the arms of some were raised,
as if they sought even in dying to deal
a blaw,or as if they were uttering a pray-
er with their last breath. The wind
blew strongly, and the moon, darkened
every now and then by thick clouds,
burst forth at intervals, and illuminated
this sad spectacle, seeming to reanimate
the long rows of dead bodies.

The silence of the night was disturbed
by the cries of the poor creatures who
writhed in the last agonies of death, and
by the distant rumbling of the Russian
batteries, still sending forth shots which
touched only the corpses of the slain.—
Here and there men bearing litters,
walked over the battle-field, seeking and
carrving off the survivors.
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At the moment that one of these lit- of these brave men whom Thou hast sent
ters approached, borne and escorted by to me in angwer to my earnest prayer ;
soldiers, preceded by a woman with a keep them from the misery of living far
lantern, near a heap of bodies horribly from Thee: assist this woman in the
matilated, a voice eried feebly, ** To me  work that 1 have given herto do. And
my friends " It was a young foot soldier now, my God. I thank Thee that Thou
a shot had terribly torn his side; he was hast opened to me, the door of life. May
just about to die. “ You cannot bear thy blessing rest on those piousChristians
me hence,” said he. “ Iknow that my who are distributing thy Word to the
last moment is fast approaching, but I soldiers, and on those, also, who come to
am glad to see friendly faces before my bring that Word into our camp. I
reason forsakesme % * * * ¢ thank Thee for Thy boundless mereies !
have a gareat favour to ask,and I hope  Ie was silent, and the pale light of
that one of you will be preserved to ac- the moon lit up his dying but happy face;
complished it.” Then, perceiving the his spirit was fast passing away ; thesol-
woman, *Oh! Madam, God will pre- diers were thoughtful and silent; the
serve you for this mission ; you will go  womanin tears. The sufferer perceived
to my poor mother, you will console her, her; bhe turned gently toward her,
for women alone know how to use words ¢ You will remember my nawe,” said
which can heal a wounded heart. Tell he, “ because it is written on the first
her that her son died a soldier ; tell her page of my Testament” * * * * =+
also that he died a Christian.  Take her He wassilentagain; his features express-
this New Testament, which some un- ed the sufferings he was undergoing.—
known friend gave me when we were The sergeant approached bim: * I'shall
embarking, Tell my mother that this write before to-morrow to Madam
book has made of a bad person, of a Briche,”said he; “my handwriting is
swearcr, of a profligate man, a new known to her, and will not alarm her,
creature; it has shown him the means I shall be able by degrees to break the
of salvation by the grace of God, and sad news to her; and, on our return, if
through faith in the merits of a Saviour, God brings us back we shall be able to
it has been a succour to him in days of finish the work of consolation which you
trouble, and it has given him in his last have committed to us.” * Thank you
moments the courage necessary toappear sergeant; whenallis over, you will take
with calmness before his last great trial this book, for I shall keep it to the end,
—the heavenly tribunal.  You willfind  which is not far off. Stay near me with
my mother in the market of the Inuno- your w ‘e, the rest can leaveme; I can-
cents, at Paris.  She will have received not profit by their kind attentions ; they
the fatal news, sie will be inconsolable; will be more useful elsewhere.” At a sign
but you will give her this message of from Robert they departed, and he knelt
peace; you will read it with her; you down near his wife to dssist supporting
will embrace all my loved ones for me. their young friend. Soon the blood be-~
and Isidore Briche will thank you for it gan to flow from the mouth of the dying
in begging vou to unite with him in his man, the death rattle was heard,delirinm
last prayer.” followed. An hour thus passed. At

The hardest and most unbelieving  length his senses returned for a moment
heart could not have resisted the last re- he feebly murmured, * Pardon—my
quest of the dying man. These soldiers mother,—thanks—my God.” His head
who had doubtless faced without flinch- fell backwards, he was no more. The
ing the immense perils of that day, fell young woman leant towards him, gave
on their knees by the side of the suffer- bhim the last kiss, and took trom his hands
er. —already growing cold—the book
The woman had passed her arm un- which bad led him to eternal life.
der (t;h‘fi heavy 1l]w.acl of the soldier. “Q
our (God,” said he. * Thou all ood and 4 3
almigity. Thou who has ta,ugh? me to . THERE IS ANOTHER MAN:
pray, bless Thou my mother, console her, BY THE REY DR GUTHRIE, EDINBURGIL.
make her forget the wanderings of my  Duringa heavy storm off the coast of

outh; grant to her the same Spain, » dismasted merchantman was
nowledge of thyself that Thou hast gi- observed by a British frigate drifting
ven to me; grant that my brothers and before the gale. Every eye and glass
sisters may learn Thy ways, Take care were on ber, and 3 canvas shelteron &
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deck most level with the sea suggested
the idea that there might be life on
board. With all his faults ro man is
more alive to humanity than the rougzh
and hardy mariner, and so the order in-
stantly sounds to put the ship abont, and
presently a boat puts off’ with iustructions
to bear down upon the wreck,

Away after that drifting hulk go these
gallant men through the swell of' a roar-
ingsea; they reach it; they shout and
now a strange object rolls out of that
canvas screen against the lee-shroud
of a broken mast. = Hauled into the boat
it proves to be the body of a man, bent
head and knees together, so dried and
shrivelled as to be hardly felt withinthe
ample clothes, and so light that a mere
boy lifted it on board. It is laid on the
deck; in horror and pity the crew ga-
ther round it; these feelings suddenly
change into astonishment ; it shows signs
of life : they draw nearer; it moves.
and then mutters—muttersin a deep
sepuichral voice, “ There is another
man !’ Saved himself, the first use the
saved one made of speech was to seek to
save another.

Oh! learn that blessed lesson. Be
daily practising it. And so long as in
our homes, among our friends, in this
wreck of the world which is drifting
down to ruin, there livesan unconverted
one, ¢ there is another man,” let us go
to that man and plead for Christ: go to
Christ and plead fow that man. Let the
cry, *Lord save me, I perish,” be
changed into one as welcome to a Savi-
ours ear, ¢ Lord save them, they per-
ish.”

THE YOUNG OFFICER.

Some years ago a certain regiment
was quartered in the parish of the dean
of Ardagh, and some friends requested
him to show attention to a young officer
belonging to the regiment, in whomthey
felt much interested. In compliance
with their wishes, the dean called upon
him, invited him to the rectory repeated-
1y, and lost no opportunity of endeavour-
ing to commend religion to him, but
without success, though the young man,
who was amiable and well-bred, made no
oppasition.  One day the dean was go-
ing to a distant part of the parish, to give
a cottage lecture, and asked the young
officer who was then staying with him,
3f he would accompany him, as it was a
fine day and a pleasant walk, to which
he agreed. The subject of the lecture

Sin.

April.

was from Isaiab lv. 1, “ Ho, every one
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money ; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wi-e and
milk without money and without price ;”
——a passage in which the soul is invited
to satiate its thirst for happiness by re-
ceiving the free salvation offered in the
gospel. When the service was over
and they were walking towards home,
the young man said to the dean, * I hope
you will excuse my saying so, but it
scems to me there is no sense in telling
one to* buy without money and without
price. ”—The dean tried to make him
perceive the spiritual meaning, but to
no cftect, for the other ended by saying,
“ I suppose I am very stupid, forI can-
notlflce it; I beg your pardon, but it still
geems perfect nonsense to me.”. Soon
after this the regiment was ordered to
the West Indies, and the dean parted
with his young friend without the slight-
est hope of having made any religious
impression upon him. Six months af-
terwards he received a letter from the
colonel of the regiment, informing him
that lieutenant had died of yellow
fever, after three days’ illness, and that
he had requested the colonel to inform
him of it, adding this message—* And
tell the dean of Ardagh, that now I can
fully enter into the mearing of ¢ Ho, ev-
ery one that thirsteth,” &c., and that on
my bed of death, it is all my salvation
and all my desire.”

SIN.

Look now at sin ; pluck off that paint-
ed mask, and turn upon her face the
lamp of the Bible. We start; it reveals
a death’s head! I stay not to quote
texts descriptive of sin: itis a debt, a
burden, a thief, a sickness, a leprosy, a
plague, a poison, a serpent, a sting—
evervthing that man hates it is; a load
of evils, beneath whose most crushing,
intolerable pressure “ the whole creation
groaneth.”  Name me the evil that
springs not from this root—the ecrime
that ites not at this door. WWho is the
hoary sexton that digs man his grave ?
Who is the painted temptress that steals
his virtue ? Who is the murderess that
destroys his life ?  'Who is the sorceress
that first decerves and then damns his
soul 7—Sin! Who, with icy breath,
blights the sweet blossoms of youth? Vho
breaks the hearts of parents? Who
brings grey hairs with sorrow to the
grave ? Who, by a more hideous me-
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tamorphosis than Ovid ever fancied, EVERY-DAY PREACHING.
changes swees children into vipers, ten-  One painful lack with some excellent

der mothers into monsters, and their ministers is the Jack of knowledge of the
fathers into worse than Herods, the mur- heart in its daily anting. They are not
derers of their own innocents?—Sin/ ignorantmen. They are tolerably fami-
Who casts the apple of discord on home har with Owen and Howe, with Poole
hearths?  Who lights the torch of war, and Turretin, and may have waded deep
and carries it overnlmppy lands? Who, into Havernick,and Hengstenberg., But
by division in the Church, rends Christ’s to the living, acting, weeping, working,
seamless robe ?-—SIN! Who is the De- tempted,and sinning world around them,
lilah that sings the Nazavite asleep, and they are well-nigh strangers. During
delivers the strength of God into the the week, their parishoners have been
hands of the uncircumeised ? Who, with  driving a plow, or hammering a lap-stone,
smiles on her face, and honeyed flattery or pleading a cause, or have been “ up
on her tongue, stands in the doors to of- to their eyes” in cotton bales, or sugar
fer the sacred rites of hospitality and casks. When the Sabbath comes, these
when suspicion sleeps, pierces our tem- parishoners bring to tl sanctuary their
ples with a nail? What Siren is this, every-day wants and trials, as parents,
who seated ona rock by the deadly pool, as citizens, as men of business, The;
smiles to deceive, sings to lure, kisses to  want preaching that shall tell them how
betray, and flings her arms arourd our to live, as well as what to believe. They
neck, to leap with us into perdition?-- want plain teaching. They want doc-
Siv! Who petrifies the soft and gentle trine, but doctrine made practical. They
heart, hurls reason from her throne, and hunger for truth purged of all scholastic
impels sinners, mad as Gadarine swine, technicalities. 'We once heard a young
down the precipice in the lake of fire? licertiate of great promise preach a ser-
Sin!  Who, having brought the crimi- mon in which he talked about ¢ govern-
nal to the gallows, persuaﬁes him to re- mental theories of atonement,” of “ po-~
fuse a pardon, and with his own hand, to tentialites,” of  subjective feelings, and
bar the door against the messenger of *eclaircised verities.” We said to our-
mercy 2 What witch of hell is it that selves Young man, you will burn that
thus bewitches us? Who nailed the sermon up before you have been in the
Son of God to that bloody tree ? and ministry 12 months.” Such preaching
who, as it were, not a dove descending saves no souls. The Sabbath teachings
with the olive, but a vulture swooping whichare carried into the week are those
down to devour, vexes, grieves, thwarts, which pointthe sinner most clearly to the
repels, drives off the Spirit of God ? Who Savicur—which meet the Christian ia
is it that makes man in hisheartand hab- his daily struggles and  temptations—
its baser than a beast: and him who was which sooth the afilicted with gospel con-
once but little lower than anangel a solations—which tell the young how to
devil 2—Sin! Sin!! Thouarta hateful shun Satan’s pitfalls, and the aged how
and borrible thing ; that abominabe thing to prepare for death, and all this in the
which God hates. And what wonder? simplest language possible. A discourse
Thou hast insulted his Holy Majesty; which a minister would not be willing
thou hast bereaved him of beloved ehil- to read to his domestics and his children
dren ; thou hast crucified the Son of his of 12 and 15 years of age, with a good
infinite love; thou hast vexed his hope that they would understand it, is
gracious Spinit; thou hast defied his not usually a safe sermon for a popu-
power; thou hast despised Ins grace; lar audience. It takes all our learn-
and, in the body and blood of Jesus, as ing to make the truth simple” The
if that were a common thing, thou hast preacher who never “wears out” is
trodden under foot his matehless mercy. the one who studies most closely the
Surely, brethren, the wonder of wonder Bible and the human heart in its
is. that Sin is not that abominable thing every-day workings.—Clristian Intelli-
which we also hate.—Dr Guthrie. gencer.

Children’s Cormer.

THE INFIDEL'S CHILD. one of our foreign correspondents, shows
The tollowing fact, communicated by alike the blessings of Sunday Schools to
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children, and the influence which even
these ¢ little ones” may exert upon others
for good.

In the citt' of London, there lived a
little girl, who attendcd for three years,
by stealth, the teachings of a Sabbath
School. Coming under the saving influ-
ence of truth, she became concerned for
her father—a noted infidel, and active
op];;oser of Christianity. She obtained
a Bible, but knew not how to put it into
his hands; for she feared his displeasure,
and dreaded amy prohibition which
might deprive her of the prized advan-
tages of the Sabbath School. She reti-
red. to seek Divine guidance. Her fa-
ther, passing the deor of the apartment,
heard the voice of his child; 1t was the
voice of prayer—she prayed for him.
He became affected, agitated, distressed.
After a little, the family assembled at
the tea table; the beverage was handed
round, but he could not partake. “Is
there a Bible in the house ?” he said.
“ My dear,” replied his wife, apprehen-
sive of the purposed repetition of the
act, “ did you not burn every Bible that
we had, not leaving so much as one ?”
¢ I3 there any goo:f book then ?” he in-
quired. His little daughter, thinking
that God might be answering her pray-
er, arose, took him by the hand, asked
him to go with her, and, when they had
left the room, looking into his face, saig,
«¢ Father sure you won’t be angry with
me ? 1 know you won’t be angry with
me ; come with me, and I will get you
one; And she brought him, and gave
him the Bible, which for this very pur-
pose she bad procured. He felt deeply,
and, trembling while he handed it back
to her, said, “ My child, I cannot read
this book, will you read it for me ?” She
did so; and then, taking her inhis arms,
he kissed her, and said, * Tell me, my
child, where did you get this book, and
how did you obtain thisknowledge of it?”
She told him all, how she attended the
Sabbath School, the effect upon herself,
and how she became concerned for his
salvation. That very evening he accom-
panied her to the chapel. As they en-
tered, the minister was engaged in pray-
er ; his mannerand address made a pow-
erful impression on the father’s mind,
for he seemed to walk with--God; the
sermon aided in deepening the impres-
sion ; and it was an interesting sight
‘when, two or three Sabbaths afterward,
that father appeared in that chapel, with
his wife and nine children and openly

“ Weep with those that weep.”

April.

renounced hisinfidelity. That was the
Weigh House Chapel—the minister,
Thomas Binney; and that infidel, re-
claimed threugh the influence of Sab-
bath School instruction on the heart of
hig child, was the celerbated author of
“The Every Day Book.”

# WEEP WITH THOSE THAT
WEEP.”

The cold winds whistled and whistled
along the narrow streets in a perfect
tempest of rudeness,defying the protec-
tion of cloaks and comforters, and caus-
ing large and small to shiver at his keen
and searching roughness. Little Bettic
Moore was standing by the window,
wrapped to the chin in a large shawl,
looking out into the street at the passers
by. In the room behind her burned a
large fire, and her little brother was roll-
ing on the rug before it very happy, in
the enjoyment of comfortable indolence
“ Oh, George,” said Bettie, “do come
here; only see this old man,buttoned up
to the chin, and wrapped to the eyes,
blundering along against the wind.—
Now here comes a young lady trying to
walk gracefully, but she cannot for pain.
See, now she stoops forward, as if to let
the blast drive over her head. Ha!
Hal

“ What next, Bettie ?” said George
“Iam too lazy to come and look; i
you'll tell me it will do just as well.”—
And with this he yawned, and stretcheo
his feet towards the glowing fire.

« Oh, George, will you believe it ? 2.
man is coming with a little coflin in his
arms! There, he has placed it on the
stone step at the gate, and is looking so
sad ; 'l run down to the door and ask
him if I can do anything fot him; *and
forgetting the cold, little Bettie ran
down the stuirs, and swinging open the
front door, rushed out to the gate.

The man glanced upward for a mo-
ment, and then dropping his head on
the lid of the coffin burst into an agony
of tears. Little Bettie stooped down
and wept also.  What a scene! The
little finely-clad child and the rough,
half dressed man, weeping together over
that small unvarnished coffin.

“ God bless you, little miss; sure it
must be that you are an angel that God
has sent to feel for the poor and broken-
hearted. May the spirit of her that’s in
this coffin attend you, and shield you
from all evil,”

«Is it your little girl ?” asked Bettie,
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“ Yes." “ God bless you, little darling ; I'll go

“« Well, you can mect her again when 10-—-—.churcb, for your §ake; ood bye!
yon die, if you'll be good. Mamma says Run into the house; its cold for the
we'll meet our little buried sister in hea- like of you;” and the man gathered
ven if we love God, and tell the truth, up his child’s coffin and resumed his
and do to others aswe would have them journey. Alas! alas! for friendless po-
do to us. Oh, I'm so sorry for you,” she verty, that must, unheeded and alone,
continued, almost choked with sobs, bear its ownloved to the yawning and
“ but you'll try to meet your little girl repulsive grave! Yet, thank God there
in heaven, won't vou ?” are mothers who teach their children

“ I will with God’s help,” said the how to go to heaven that there are mi-
man, looking at the child "throngh his nisters who never f'oré;et to pray for the
moistened lashes in astonish nent. “ Will bereaved and afilicted. Yes thank God
you pray for me little lady ¢ that there are children who remember,

“Yes sir; Tll pray for you every and repeat, the lessons taught them.—
night before Igo to bed; and if you'll The poor, sorro“'r-sgmckep man did go
come to——church on Sunday, you'll to church, the minister did pray for him
hear our minister pray for you; he al- and he finally joined the charch, and
ways prays for ¢ the sorrowing ones of died at last in the hope of re-union with
carth.” his lost babe.

Tenperance,

SKETCH OF A SERMON ON to perish” all that come under its fearful
TEMPERANCE. influence. He referred to the multi-

BY REV. JAMES WADDELL. tudes ruined in this way, the more terri-
The Unrioht D ble destraction which awaited them un-

¢ Unrighteous Lecree. der the threatening of the divine law,

E-ther iv. 13-16. that drunkards shall not inherit the

After pointing out the resemblance kingdom of God, and, strongly appealed
between the state of the Jows as expo. 'O his audience, whether this were not

ved to destruction through the decree of 2 czltlse m(:lre %{ronggy appealing for sym-
Abasuerus, and our position under alaw p;]xt; } and eifort than even the case of
which legalizes the traffic in intoxica- 26 Jews.
ting drinks, and thus is causing the dis- 2. Anidea of personal safety, “at
truction of multitudes of our fellow-coun- such a time as this,” affords no security
irymen, he stated his object to hold up that danger will not come ; nor isit any
Mordecai's position and conduct on the excuse forinaction or inditference.
oceasion f?terred to, 8 an exam ple of The Queen sympathized with the
our duty “ at such a time as this.” This : .
was done in the following obscrvations: 3¢S, but finding herself safe, she at
) ° * first did not incline to jeopardize hsr
1. A time of imminent danger should life by entering the king’s presence.
be a time of extraordinary cxertion to And so many personsreason, when ap-
meet, and, if possible, avert it. pealed to for he g, to rescue the perisﬁ-
This would be acknowledged were ing from strong drink. “ Why should I
we exposed to an invading army or the say or do anything in the matter. My
approach of pestilence, or in such a case position is secure, I am in no danger
as thit of Mordecai and the Jews. But Where Iam. If Imovain this business
the lecturer proceeded toshow how pe- I will risk my influence and my interest,
culiarly the remark applied to that sys- 2nd make enemies of such as” are now
tem where, for a certain sum paid into my friends.”
the king’s treasury with the view of = Mordecai, however, informed Esther
countervailing the king’s damage, li- 'that she was mistaken in supposing her-
eense was given in effect, if not in in- self safe where ske was. And just as
tention to “destroy, to kill, and cause great a mistake is committed by any one
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who is ever so well fortified in his own
estimate of his self-command, who thinks
himself in no danger from the traffic in
intoxicating drinks. And even if he
were safe, what ruin may, by his exam-
})le, be brought upon his family and his
ather’s house.”

8. An impression that we cannot do
all the good we wish furnishes no reason
why we should not do all we can.

‘When Mordecai first appealed to the
Queen, she sent him word that she
could do nothing to help him,—that she
could not enter the king’s presence ex-
cept at the peril of her Yife, and that for
some reason which she did not know,
she had not been called into the king’s
presence for thirty days. Mordecai
sent to remind her of her responsibility
to God,—of the position which she occu-

ied,—and the probability that God had

rought her to where she was to meet
the present emergency. * Who know-
eth whether thou art come to the king-
dom for such a time as this?” sther
saw her duty and resolved, God helping
her, to do what she could. “Iwill goin
unto the king, which is not according to
.the law, and if I perish, 1 gerish."

There are persons who imagine that
their influence wonld be of very little
advantage in the cause of temperance,
and-they withhold alil co-operation and
assistance. To such we might say as
Blordecai did—* If thou altogether hold
thy peace, enlargement and deliverance
will come from another place.” If we
have not all the influence we desire, we
are accountable for what we have, and
if this be employed aright, God will ac-
coptit. If there be first a willing mind
it 18 accepted according to that a man
hath, and not according to that he hath
not.” The man who used the two tal-
lents is bailed * well done,” as well as
he that bad five. It was a high eulo-
gium. * She hath done what she could.”

4. An effort to avert danger, and to
promote the well-being of ourselves and
others, should be made in dependence
upon God, and with earnest prayer for
divine direction and assistance.

Esther said, ¢ Go gather together all
the Jews, that are at precent in Shush-
an, the palace, and fast y¢ for me, &c.
1 also and my maideus will fast and so
will I go in unto the king.”

‘There is reason to fear that many of
the schemes undertaken for the suppres-
sion of intemperance are undertaken ia
dependence on human ingenuity, and

Sketch of a Sermon on Temperarce.

April.

are carried forward in compliance with
the maxims of worldly policy. Itisonly,
however, when our plans are based on
scriptural principle, and conducted in a
spirit of responsibility to Gud, and in
carnest supplication to him for wisdom
and direction, that we can hope to sce
our suceess complete.

5. While dependence for success is
based upon divine direction and help,
yet must the means of accomplishing the
end in view be prudently and diligently
employed.

Mordecai and Esther looked to God
for success, but they did not expect him
to work a miracle, and they accordingly
used all the means within their reach,
and in the way that prudence pointed
out ab most likely to secure the end. So
we must not only pray for the dcliver-
ance which God alone can give, but we
must be diligent in the use of means to
accomplish what we seek. Duty is ours,
successis with God. And ¢ who knoweth
whether” God, in putting it into the
hearts of the members of our Synod to
bring the subject * at a time” before the
minds of all our people, may not be pre-
paring the way for some combined,
cnergetic effort, that will, under his
blessing, be made more effective than
any of the schemes that have hitherto
been tried.

6. The employment of means for the
accomplishment of a great purpose, di-
rected by the word of God, and with ear-
nest prayer for blessing, may confident-
ly be expected to lead to ultimate suc-
cess.

We bave the power to do all that is
required. It remains only that it be
called into action. But how is it to be
done ?

1. Let us become impressed with a
due sense of our danger, and of the evil
to which we are exposed.

2. Let us endeavour to arouse the
people who are exposed to ruin to sec
their danger and avoid it.

8. Let us not hesitate to represent the
traflic in strong drinks, and its abettors
and promoters in their proper character
before the world. -

4. Let us endeavour to induce others
to join us inseeking our own deliver-
ance, and the deliverance of others from
impending ruin.

astly, let us take encouragement
from the righteousness of our cause and
the success of Mordecai in a simitar en-
terprize.
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NOVA SCOTIA.
ORDINATION AT DARTMOUTH.—
The I'ree Churceh congregation at Dart-
mouth 18 once more favored with the
ministrations of a settled pastor. A un-
animous call trom this Church to the
Rev. A McKnight, having been sustain-
ed by the Presbytery, and the ordinary
preliminary steps having been taken,
that reverened Court meton the 26th
ult., in St James’ Church, for the pur-
pose of ordaining Mr McKunight to the
office of the holy Ministry and inducting
him into the pastoral charge of the con-
gregation. The services commenced at
1ali-past six o’clock in the evening. The
Church was filled with a very attentive
audience.  Rev Professor King preach-
ed an impressive and appropriate dis-
course from the passage, “Obey them
that have the rule over you, and submit
yourselves; for they watch for your
sonls as they that must give account, that
they may do it with joy and not with
grief” After sermon Professor King
proposed the usual questions to Mr Me-
Knight : and satisfactory answers being
given, he wasset apar. by the laying on
of the hands of the Presbytery and by
solemn prayer to the office of the mi-
nistry. He was then declared a member
of the court and received the right hand
of fellowship.  Professor King address-
ed a suitable exhortation to both pastor
and people as to the duties and respon-
sibilities involved in the sacred union
now constituted. The RevJohn Hun-
ter then explained to the audience in a
brief address the distinctive principles of
Preshyterianism and their foundation
Scripture.—Free Church Record.

OQroiNaTiON oF THE Rev. A, W.
McKay.—This is the third ordination
performed by the Halifax Presbytery
within two months,—Mr Steele for
Bridgewater, Mr McKnight for Dart-

mouth and Mr McKay for Bermuda.
The Presbytery met for Mr McKay’s
ordination in Chalmers’ Church, at 7
o’clock on Thursday evening. Rev John
Hunter preached an admirable sermon
from the words “ Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purcbased with his biood,”
After sermon and the usual preliminary
uestions Mr. McKay was set apart fo
e office of the holy ministry by the lay-

'ng on of the hands of the Presbytery—

Mr Hunter offering up prayer. Mr
Hunter also addressed a suitable exhor-
tation to the ordained minister and to
the people. Professor Kin{; then explain-~
ed the distinctive principles of the Pres-
byterian Church, and of the Free Church
as a section of the Presbyterian body.

The audience was large and very at-
tentive throughout.

The Rev Mr McKay left for Bermu-
da yesterday morning. He is to oceupy
Mr Thorburn’s place who has left Ber-
muda on account of his health.— Witness.

The Rev Mr Christie and lady arrived
here per the America, from Scotland.
Mr Cgristie is a missionary of the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland.—10.

ENGLAND.

SrecrarL MrETING OF THE CONGRE-
GATIONAL UnioN ¥ Loxpox.—The
special meeting of the Congregational
Union, which has been looked forward
to with much interest, began upon Tues-
day the 20th ultimo, in the Independent
Chapel, New Broad Street, London.
The Rev John Stoughton presided, and
delivered the usual opening address.
After referring to the necessity ofaspi-
rit of charity in their intercourse with
each other he stated that his remarks
would be directed to correcting misapv
prehensions, to guarding against some
dangers, and to subduipg some fears,
suspicions, and asperities, He denied
the truth of an impression which had got
abread that the Congregational Union
consisted of two parties—one contending
against and the other for evangelica
truth. No question of vital doctrine was,*
he stated,before them. It is,”he said,.of:
the greatest moment to our churches, to-
their reputation and their welfare, that
this fact be kept in mind, and that the-
substantial agreement of this assembly-
in the grand verities of the evangelical
faith be so proclaimed to our sister cor-
munities of other orders that they shall
no longer be left in doubt concerning us.”
There were, however, he counsidered,
certain influences abroad, certain me-
thods of theological thought and moods
of religious feeling which ought to be
narrowly watched. A species of mysii-
cism, attractive to many minds, threat~
ened to cloud the horizon of the Church.
The greatly revived admiration of works,
of taste and art, in connexion with reli-
gion and worship, called also for the ex-

ercise of much caution. There werg ~~
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likewise dangers, he thought, besetting
those on the other side, who were deep-
ly anxious for the conservation of ortho-
doxy. There wasa danger of confound-
ing the subordinate and incidental with
the supreme and essential, and of using
improper means for the carrying oat of
righteous ends. Whilst among many
there was a growing desire not to con-
found too much the systematic or meta-
physical treatment of theology, with the
original teaching of Scripture, and to
view the revelation of the divine truths
with increasing awe and reverence,
there was, he conceived, no party among
them who lost the real in the mysteriops;
who, in speaking of facts and persons,
forgot principles; who dealt with human
nature so as to cover its degeneracy ;
who dwelt on our human responsibility
to the neglect of free and sovereign
i:race; or who so preached about this
ite as to give little prominence to the
next. Such men, if they did exist
among them, would be both traitors to
Christ and a curse to the Church. The
address was received with much favour,
and the thanks of the Union were re-
turned to Mr Stoughton.

The statement of the committee was
read by the Rev George Smith. Expla-
naticns were given in regard to the post-
gonement of the meeting to have been

eld at Cheltenham, and also of the rea-
sons for summoning the present special
~aeeting. It was recommended that the

uestion of the future relation of the Af-

jated Societies and of the Magazines
[the Christian Witnessand the Christian
Penny Magazine, both edited by Dr
Campbelt] to the Union stould be con-
sidered, though not hastily determined
on. The approval of the report was
moved by Edward Baines. Esg., M. P,
and unanimously agreed to. A cordial
vote of thanks was also returned to the
committee, for their wise and patient
conduct of the affairs of the Union,during
an unusually anxiousand difficult period.

The following resolution, with some
important alterations, was passed after
considerable discussion :—* That in the
judgement of this assembly it appears
desirable to appoint a special Committee
of twenty-five gentleman, ten being re-
sident in London, and fifreen in the
country, with the Sccretaries of the
Union, to consider the present working
of the Congregational Union, in relation
to its magazinesand Affiliated Societies.”

The discussion was renewed on the
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foilowing day, many being anxious for
the immediate severance of the con-
nexion between the magazines and the
Union. A letter was produced, dated
December 1,in which it was shown that
Dr. Campbell bad himself proposed to
sever this connexion, though desirous of
its being done in such a manner as to
leave no room for the severance being
regarded as a vote of censure. He still
maintained his perfect willingness to
accept such a change, if made with de-
liberation. The resolution was main-
tained in its original form.

At the close, the sub-committee re-
commended that the resolution passed at
itsSeptember meetingsshould be re-affir-
med as follows :—¢ That various charges
of unfaithfulness to the sacred principics
ot evangelical truth having recently
been:made against the bedy of Con-
gregational ministers, this meeting deem
it incumbent to express their deep and
deliberate conviction that such impu-
tations are unfounded and unjust ; and
they hereby record theirassurance, that
the ministers of our churches as a body,
maintain an unabated attachment to
those great Christian principleson which
they have been incorporated from the
time of their formation ; but, while the
meeting would earnestly commend 2
faithful adherence to the essential truths
of the Gospel, and a prominent and un-
mistakeable exhibition of them in the
pulpit, they would earnestly desire that
a charitable construction should be put
upon the terms in which they are ex-
pressed, and that they should on all
occasions, be maintained and vindicated
in a Christian spirit.” This resolution
was carried with applanse.— News of the
church.

SCOTLAND.

On the subject of Temperance, the
gratifyiny fact may be chronicled, that,
in the United Presbyterian Glasgow
Presbytery, a majority of its ministers are
now adherents of the Abstinence Socie-
ty. Almostall the ordinations and in-
ductions that have taken place in recent
years in Glasgow have been those of ab-
stainers. Since January, 1854, nine to-
tal abstainers have been settled in Glas-
gow, while, during that same period, only
two non-abstaining ministers have been
introduced in connection with the Unit-
ed Presbyterian Church. The good
principle is therefore advancing, and
charch action must soon be taken for
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the expulsion of all liquor dealers from
the Church of Christ 1n all its branches.
— Cor Intelligencer.

A meeting of office-bearers of the
various United Presbyterian Churches
in Glasgow, was held on Monday even-
ing, February 9, witha view of inter-
esting the churches in the scheme for
the better support of the ministry,
especially in thinly-peopled districts.
The chairman recommended that £150
should, as in the Free Church, beaimed
at as the minimum. It wasshownin the
course of the proceedings, that the liber-
ality of che Church, during the past
year, in her collections, for the Aged
Ministers’ Fund, and for Missions, might
Jjustify them in aiming at such a sum.

TURKEY.

Dratn orF Rev C. N. RiGurer.—
With inexpressible pain, says the New
York Obsercer, under a sense of person-
al bereavement and the loss which the
cause of Christ has sustained, we haveto
mention tbe death of sur friend and cor-
respondent, the Rev Chester N. Righter,
Agent of the American Bible Society in
the East. This event occurred at Diar-
bekir, December 16, 1856. We have
e Intelligence in a letter just received
from the Rev H. G. O. Dwight, D.D,,
of Constantinople. Last week, says the
Observer, we published one of his letters,
now almost hterally made a record of
his own fate. He commenced by say-
ing :— T am now upon a journey to the
interior stations of the Armenian Missi-
ons 11 Asia Minor, and bave time this
morning only to write a hasty note from
this most interesting place. Here Henry
Martyn lies buried—that devoted Missi-
onary in the East, who in India translated
the Holy Scriptures into Hindostan and
Persian, and died with fever at Tocat on
his journey to Constantinople. I have
this afternoon made a visis to bis grave.
It was just at the hour of sunset. A
mild and mellow light was shedding over
the scene, and I could not but fee! my
devotion quicken~d, and faith strength-
ened beside the last resting place of this
man of God, cut off in early manhood,
in the midst of his active labors, in a far
distant land. Again a voice came to
me—** What thy hand findeth to do, do
it with thy might, for in such an houras
ve think not the Son of Man cometh.” ™
o itcame! Like Henry Martyn he was
cut down on his return journey, and his
wrave is at Diarbekir where inafter years
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it will be visited by travellors with mel-
lancholy interest. :

AUSTRALIA.

Rericiovs Dexoaixations.—By a
provision of the new Constitution of Vie-
toria, the sum of £50,000 is appropriated
for the support of the ministers of reli-
gion and the ereetion of churches, &ec.
The grant was during 1856 distributed
in the following proportions :—

Church of England £26,614 2 0
Roman Catholics 10,887 15 0O
Church of Scotland 4505 8 2
Free Presbyterian Church 8,208 8 7
Wesleyans 3,723 17 8
Lutheran Church 802 6 6
Unitarians 314 2 6

The clause respecting the grant has
been the cause of much animated dis-
cussion. A society was tormed, in anti-
cipation of the elections, to urge on the
constituencies the necessity of exacting
from all candidates for the Legislature
a pledge that they would seek the re-
peal of the obnexious clause. To this
demand a large number of the members
of Assembly consented, and of the sixty
members of the Lower House, the Anti-
State-Aid party reckon twenty-nine as
supporters of their views.

he following numbers will give an
idea of the relative strength of the dif-
ferent denominations in Victoria :—

The Church of England is governed
by a bishop, dean, and two archdeacons.
There are forty-eight congregations, one
of which is vacant, and four clergymen
unappointed to any charge.

The Roman Catholic Church has a
bishop, two vicars-general, and twenty-
eight churches. )

Thbe Synoa of Victoria, in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, has twelve
congree;ations.

The Free Presbyterian Church has
nineteen congregations, of which one is
vacant.

The United Presbyterian Church has
ten congregations.

A new denomination has been found-
ed by two ministers lately connected
with the United Presbytery, the Rev A.
D. Kinninmont, Melbourne, and the Rev
David Chapman, Broad-meadows, who
call themselves the United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland.

The Wesleyan Methodists have twen-
ty-two congregations.

The Independents have eighteen con-
gregations, of which four are vacant.
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The Baptists have nine congregati-
ons.

The Primitive Methodists have six
congregations.

The Unitarians, Lutherans, Quakers,
and Jews, have each a place of worship.
The members of “the New Church”
meet every Sunday; and on Emerald
11ill, the Chinese have erected what is
said to be a temple for the celebration
of Buddhist rites.

The numbers of the principal deno-
minations, according to the censuses of
1851 and 1854; are—

Church of England 87,488 108,002
Roman Catholic Church 18,014 45,111
Churches of Scotland and

Presbyterian 11,608 42,317
Wesleyan Methodists 4,988 15,284
Other Protestants 4,331 18,234

The numbers of the less numerous
sects are—

Independents 7790
Baptists 4724
Lutherans 8014
Unitarians 1180
Society of Friends 221
Irvingites 73
Jews 1547
Mormons 182
Mohammedans and Pagans 3009
Those who prefess no religion 805

A commission bas been issued for tak-
ing a census of the colony in February
next, and arrangements have been made
for securing its fulness and accuracy.—
Anstralian News for Home.

PROPOSED NEW MISSIONSIN
CENTRAL SOUTH AFRICA.

While the important discoveries of Dr
Livingston in Centra! South Africa have
been hailed with the deepest interest
alike by the wan of science, the mer-
chant, and the philanthropist, the seri-
ous attention of the Directors of this So-
ciety has been directed to these discover-
ies on account of the facilities they offer
for introducing the Gospel to that quar-
ter of the world.

So long as the central region, lately
traversed by Dr Livingston, remained a
terra incognila, it would have been not
only bazardous but impracticable to ex-
tend the field of operation northward ;
but,asthe result of our distinguished
traveller’s accurate investigations, it has
been ascertained that the high ground
stretching along the north bank of the
great river Zambese, situated between

April.

four and five hundred miles west from
Quillimane, would furnish an eligible
and healthful site for the establishment
of a Mission Station. This elevated re-
gion, unlike the lower groands, is mark-
cd by the absence of forest and wmarsh.
The country is open and undulating, and
is peculiarly fitted both for pastoral and
agricultural pursuits, producing wheat
of superior quality and abundant yield,
with other cercals and esculent roots in
great varicty.

At 3 meeting of the South African
Missions’ Committee, held the 22nd of
January, Dr Livingston, in suggesting
the formation of 2 Mission on this site,
explained, that as this was the country
from which, a few years since, the tribes
of the Makololo had been driven out by
those of Matabele, whose country lies
south of the Zambese, he beliecved the
former would readily re-occupy it if they
could do so without being molested by
their neighbours ; and further, that in
his judgment this result would be pro-
moted hy the residence of himself and
Mrs. Livingston amongst the Makclolo,
and, with God’s blessing, almost certain-
ly secured, were Mr Moffat also to com-
mence a mission among the Matabele,
the subjects of the potent chief, Mosele-
katse. The Committee,after matare con-
sideration, accordingly recommended the
following measures, viz.—That two new
Mission Stations should be opened—the
one among the Makololo, north of the
Zambese, under the cbarge of Dr Liv-
ingston, assisted by a Missionary from
England, and the other among the Ma-
tabele, to the south of that river, under
the superintendence of Mr Moffat,should
the state of his health allow of his under-
taking it, with the aid of at least two ad-
ditional Missionaries.

At a special meeting of the Town and
Country Directors, very numerously at-
tended, beld on Tuesday the 10th ult.
for the purpose of tonsidering the course
recommended by the Committee, it was
unanimously resolved that those mea-
sures, so far as they are found to be prac-
ticable, be carned into effect forthwith,
and that, for the accomplishment of this
new enterprise, a special appeal be made
to the Society’s friends and constituents,
for the funds necessary to enable the Di-
rectors to meet the expenses which the
establishment of the projected Missions
will inevitably involve.

Since the way has thus been wonder-
fully opened, in the providence of God,



1857, Editorial. 169

for the spread of the Gospel among the
heathen tribes of Central South Africa,
the Directors feel strongly impelled by a
sense of Christian duty to do all in their
power to meet the additional claim upon
their sympathy and aid ; but, on the oth-
cr hand, when they reflect that the ge-
neral funds of the Society have been hi-
thertoinadequate to meetexisting engage-

heretofore formed the extreme limt of
Missionary enterprise, the Directors
would now most earnestly appeal especi-
ally to opulent classes of the Society’s
constituency, and others of the philanth-
ropic friends of the African race, for their
contributions towards the proposed fund,
to enable the Society to enter with en-

ergy and effect upon the newly explored
ments, they feel constrained by pruden- territory, and to convey the Gospel to

tial considerations to defer any decisive multitudes who are yet perishing for lack
step, involving large pecuniary outlay, of knowledge.
until they have ascertained that the Dr Livingston engaged to return to
friends and constituents of the Society South Africa in the month of May, to
will be disposed to give the undertaking conduct the natives who accompanied
their cordial countenanceand liberalsup- him to Tette (amounting to upwards of
ort. a hundred) back to their homes; and.
The establishment of the projected soon after that period, the insalubrity of
New Missions must of necessity, in the the country, for several months, would
first instance, involve a large outlay for render his return highly dangerous.
the outfitand conveyance of the Mission- During the interval our friend will be
aries to their remote destination, and the  incessantly engagedin the preparation
erection of buildings for their use and of his volume, unfolding his travels and
accommodation,and permanently in pay- discoveries ; and the Directors trust their
ment of the annual salaries and other constituents will find his productions
expenses of the agents employed. Itis from the press some compensation for
difficulr to make an accurate estimate of the disappointment involved in his early
the cost which such an undertaking will departure for the scene of hisimportant
demand ; but the Directors will not feel labours.
Jjustified in entering on it, without a rea- Of course the friends of the Society
lized fund amounting, say, to £5000, will regard the measures above describ-
specially raised and appropriated to this ed as the commencement only of Mission-
object. ary labour in the newly-discovered regi-
In the review, therefore, of thesignal on, and, as the Directors trust, introdue-
blessings which in past years have atten- tory to the establishment of the Gospel
ded the Jabours of the Society’s agents among the multitudinous tribes hereto-
among the native tribes of Southern Af- fore separated from the human family,
rica, and from an esrnest desire to ex- and involved in all the darkness and xei-
tend those blessings to the interior of the sery of heathenism.—Miss. Mag. and
country northward of the line which has  Chronicle.

Editorial.
THE LATE POLITICAL CRISIS IN NOVA SCOTIA.

I our leading article this montl: it is remarked as a characteristic of the
public agitation of the present day, that almost every where the religious ele-
ment is becoming mingled with the political. This must be our reason for
referring to the late political changes in Nova Scotia. As a mere political
movement we should have deemed it beyond our province. But it is casy
to see that the questions at issue have been far more religious than political,
and their bearing upon our interests as Protestants imperatively calls for
some notice on our part.

The most casual observer of the signs of the times cannot help remarking
the prominence which the question of Popery is obtaining in almost every

part of the world, and it is remarkable that just as universally the efforts o
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the Romish Church are directed to the obtaining of political power. By all
this we are not alarmed. We regard it as but the fulfilment of the prophe-
tic announcement regarding the preparation, which is to be made for the
great and final struggle, in which the great city Babylox is to fall to rise no
more. “I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false pro-
phet, for they are the Spirits of Devils, working miracles, which go forth unto
the kings of the earth and of the while world to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty.” Could any language more accurately describe
their efforts to obtain political power. These efforts are made in various forms.
dJesuits are at the back of every thronein Europe. In all despotic countries
the influence of Rome is secured by her direct influence over the minds of
rulers and statesmen. In free countries a different place is necessary. But.
Rome knows how to adapt her measures to the altered circumstances. Un-
der representative institutions, she secures her power by an adroit use of the
electoral privileges of her adherents, moving them in one mass as the inter-
est of the Church may require, and by skillfully holding the balance be-
tween opposing political parties rendering their differences subservient to
her own advancement.

It was not to be expected that the colonies would continue to escape the
same influences. And accordingly at this moment there is none of the Brit-
tish American Provinces but what is agitated on this subject. In Canada,
from the prevalence of Popery in the East, it has long been  the difficulty”
of statesmen, and the excitement has been for some time on the increase,
and now simultaneously the Lower Provinces are thrown into fever heat.
In New Brunswick at the last election, the Romanists in a mass, at the bid-
ding of their spiritual superiors, changed the Administration. P. E. Island
is astir from one end to the other, in consequence of the letter of the Roman
Catholic Bishop to the Board of Education, requiring the exclusion of the
Bible and prayers from the Common Schools; and at the time we write,
Romish influence is ke one question agitating every hamlet in Nova Scotia.
As these lower Provinces are all under the spiritual jurisdiction of Archbishop
Walsh, it is scarcely possible to resist the conclusion, that one master mind
animates the whole movement.

For a length of time we have enjoyed comparative quiet on the subject of
Popery in this Province. There was ne doubt a large body of Romanists
among us of different nationalities. Yet hitherto they and Protestants have
lived together in comparative harmony, and many seemed to think that it was
likely to continue. More far-sighted individuals, accustomed to sean the politi-
cal horizon, have long seen the indications of the approaching storm, and
though at first the cloud was but as a man’s hand, its presence has been for
some time unmistakeable. 'Those who suppose that the Crampton meecting
was the beginning of the matter, are but blind observers of the signs of the
Times. Before last winter the elements were at work, but it was only then
that they began to appear. The ¢ separate school” clauses of the Xducation
Bill, as well as other matters, were indications clear enough to the public ot
the influences which were at work. But there was more, much more, going
on behind the screen, than people ‘were generally aware of, and this winter
the storm has burst in all its fury. In our number for June we referred to
the subject and sounded an alarm, but we confess, that at that time we had
no idea that we would so soon have an explosion.

It is unnecessary to give a narrative of the facts of the case, as we can
scarcely imagine one of our readers, great or small, to be unacquainted with
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them. The undisguised sympathy of the Irish Catholics of Halifax with the
Russians during the late war—the correspondence of an officer of Govern-
ment with the vilest enemies of England for the purpose of defeating the re-
cruiting of the Foreign Legion-—the Railway riots—the sympathy shown by
their countrymen and co-religionists of the rioters—the iniquitous manner in
which justice was defeated—the complicity of the said Government officer
with the measures taken for that purpose—~his final dismissal-—the palliation
offered in the Halifax Catholic for deeds of blood—D>Mr Howe's letters—the
secession of the Catholic members of the Assembly from the support of the
Administratica, under the threats of the Archbishop’s organ, some against
their own avowed convictions of duty—and the change of administration are
all familiar as household words to our readers. We shall therefore merely
advert to some of the moral and religious aspects of the subject.

‘We cannot forbear at the outset, though we may be misrepresented in do-
ing so, expressing our tribute of admiration for the manner in which Mr
Howe stood in the gap to denounce the conduct of the Romanists. The
work had to be done, and it was high time for some person to do it. It is
easy to attribute bad motives,—to accuse him of being influenced by perso-
nal or selfishends.  Whatever his motives, we would still commend his work;
but we believe that the accusations against his motives carry their refutation
on the face of the matter. His course threatened the breaking up of the par-
ty by which he had been raised to power, and upon which he was still de-
pendant. It was risking office and all his worldly interests, and whatever
may be the result just now, we cannot help thinking that the time will come
when he will be more honored in Nova Scotia for what he has done in this
matter than for any other portion of his public career. His merits were ac-
kuowledged by all elasses of Protestants, with but few exceptions. In this

we believe they expressed the sentiments of their hearts, and though at this
moment a combination of Catholics and partizan Conservatives have caused
his defeat, yet it is well known that this alliance is but “an organized hypo-
crisy,” and Nova Scotia will yet do him justice. '
But what an exhibition does this afford of the demoralizing effect of party:
spirit. ' When Mr Howe’s letters appeared there was scarcely a Conserva-
tive in the Province who did not express his approval of them. Many went
into raptures. And yet the moment it appeared that the Catholics might be
made subservient to the obtaining of political power the great body turned
to the right about, and proclaimed that the Catholics had never yet had jus-
tice done them,—Condon (we are sorry that his name should appear on our
pages) was pronounced to be injured innocence itself, and persons who have
hitherto professed themselves desirous of being reckoned good Protestants
are found flattering Papists, cringing at the knees of the Papal Archbishop,
palliating every enormity of the Papal system, and pouring out their spleen

upon their fellow Protestants who cannot so readily shutfie off their religious
priuciples to secure political power.

But what astonished us in connexion with this was the deliberate declara-
tions of the Leader of the late Opposition as to the principle, or rather the
total want of principle, by which he and his friends were guided. “Our
¥IRST duty is to remove the present Government.” What! we ask, before
your duty to God and man, before the welfare of your country, before the in-
terests of social order, morality and religion. We have often heard it as a
reproach against politicians that they were actuated by the love of power,
and that the interests of their country and other higher interests were only
secondary in their estimation. But this is a reproach which we have always
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seen public men anxious to wipe off. It is perhaps unprecedented, at all
events our reading of history does not enable us to recall a case, of a leading
statesman avowing for himself and those who acted with him that their ob-
Jject was power, and that they considered it their ¢ first duty” to place them-
selves in office. Is it then come to this that there is no “ higher law” in pub-
lic affairs than self interest? Can our public men thus glory in their shame?
No wonder that the public interests have suffered of late under the influence
of faction. No wonder that the late Opposition refused their aid in carrying
an Education Bill, introduced by the late Government, when their Leader
now avows that their rule of action was not principle, or morality, or regard
for any thing which good men value, but merely the lust of power. Of the
same character is his declaration in regard to the recent controversy between
Mr Howe and the Catholics, that either way he was sure of dominancy, and
his implied willingness to unite with either as might suit his purpose. ~As if
there were no 1ight or wrong in the question. We must say that it will be
a sad indication of the decline of moral principle among us if such a course
continues long successful. _

But what is much more to be deplored is the manner in which professedly
religious men have sacrificed their religions principles to their party zeal.
We are not given to entertaining high opinions of our public men, but we
confess that it was with astonishment that we read the speech of Mr John-
ston,—a full member of a Protestant Church, a loud professor of Protestant
christianity,—in which he not only condescended to flatter the Romanists
of this Province—not only vented his spleen upon other Protestant bodies
for their opposition to Popery, but actually labored to palliate the darkest
deeds of the Romish Church, even those acts by which millions of God’s
saints have been slaughtered, representing them as merely the deeds of an
ignorant age, and accusing Protestants of persecuting equally with Roman-
ists.  Surely he is Protestant enough to know that if Protestants have per-
secuted, it has been against their principles; but that Rome has persecution
fixed in her very principles—that those Protestants who persecuted learned
the principles while in the Church of Rome, and had not attained to entire
freedom from that system—that Protestant Churches now generally defend
practically that religious freedom which they always acknowledged in prin-
ciple,—but that Rome glories in being infallible and never-changing—that
her principles are the same now as in the dark ages-—and that she shows by
such instances as those of the Madiai and De Mora, that it is only wani of’
power that compels her to act differently in the present day-—that not only
have Catholic orzans in the 19th ceutury denounced the idea of civil and
religious liberty, but some have even recently preached a crusade for the ex-
tinction of Protestantism in blood. Surely Mr Jobnston can scarcely be ig-
norant of these things. Was his language then mere pretence for the sake
of pleasing the Archbishop? Perhaps this is the most charitable view. But
any way his conduct is but little credit to him.

And then when the Clristian Messenger, the Organ of the Baptists which
was loud in shouting the cry of Catholic ascendency in 1847, is now silent
as the grave regardin g the aggressions of Romanism, opposes the formation
of a Protestant Association, and reiterates misrepresentation against an es-
teemed minister for his connexion therewith, while the Editor had within his
hiz reach ample means of ascertaining the truth, are there two men in
the Province who do not believe that this difference of conduct has an inti-
mate connexion with the means necessary for the political elevation of “out
beloved brother Johnston.”
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And what are we to say to some professed DPresbyterians, whom we had
hoped to see in the van of the contest against the encroachments of Popery,
refusing to jorn in prayer for the downfall of Popery, and voting for the poli-
tical extinction of those who dared to defend their countrymen against its
lawless violence. Surely this were almost enough to cause John Knox to start
in indignation from his grave.

As to the accusations of injustice done to the Catholics by the late Govern-
ment, none know their falsehood better than those who make them. Z%ey
have been tihe most ready to charge the late Administration with showing
too much favor to the Catholies, and with trath. They saw that its mem-
bers were most anxious to retain the support of the Catholics, and were rea-
dy to make too large concessions for that purpose ; they rejoiced at seeing
that this policy was disgusting many of the best supporters of the late Go-
vernment, and they were ready to take advantage of the fact for its over-
throw. In fact we cannot help believing that there was in the recent over-
turning of the Government something of the moral retributions of Divine
Providence. No two men in Nova Scotia have done so much for the Catho-
lics as Josepk Howe and William Young. The great fault of the public ca-
reer of both has been, that they paid too much attention to the Catholics,
the one from policy, the other from the unsuspeeting confidence of his na-
ture, as well as his chivalrous sympathy with those occupying an inferior so-
cial position.  They have their reward. 'They have now been thrown from
their elevation by the very people to whom they had long been pandering.
This ought to be a warning to others. But Mr Johnston now professes him-
self willing to pay a higher price for their support, and we have little doubt
that a similar retribution will yet be his.

In regard to the cry of Catholic ascendancy in Nova Scotia, we may say
that in one view we regard the fear of it as most absurd. Enlightenment is
too generally spread among our people for Popery ever to become the pre-
vailing religion, and in the way of exercising rule, it is impossible that ono
fourth of the population can ever be able to domineer over the other
three fourths. But if any person imagines from this fact, that there is no
danger from the encroachments of Popery, we must say that they are
strangely ignorant of the system and of its past history. They may yet learn
to their cost that Rome triumphs more by cunning than by force—that she
is an adept in all the arts of intrigue, and that if Protestants continue divi-
ded into political parties, each ready tobid for her support, it is easy for her
between them virtually to hold the reins of power, aud to elevate herselfup-
on the shounlders of others.  He ¢s either blind or very self interested, who
does not admit that to this danger we are exposed in Nova Scotia.

To meet this danger two measures have been adopted.  In the first place,
steps have been taken for the formation of a Protestant Alliance. This
measure has our hearty concurrence. Besides this, a number of the mem-
bers of the Legislature have entered into a combination to resist the efforts
of Romanists to securc politieal power. This being a political movement,
we have less to do with it, but we cannot help expressing our pleasure at it.
We may indeed be told, that the men who have engaged in it have been ac-
tuated by political motives. It may be the case with some, but others we
know to be among the most conscientious members of the Legislature. But
even if it were the fact that they were all guided by political motives, it
would not make the least difference as to the merits of the question. Indeed
it would only strengthen our view. Surely the demands of Romanists must
have become unreasonable when public men, alleged to be influenced not by

religious feeling or religious bigotry, and whose worldly interests were in-
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volved in retaining their connexion with them, preferred sacrificing their
power and their places to making any farther concessions to them. We con-
fess, therefore, that we are glad to find our public men getting their eyes
opened to see the dangers of Romanism to the peace and welfare of the com-
munity.

As );o the recent changes, it is unquestionable that jfor the moment it has
given the Catholics a large increase of political influence. They now hold
the Government of Nova Scotia at their beck. Archbishop Walsh has made
the administration, and he can unmake it at his pleasure. It cannot move a
finger except as he wishes. Such a position is most humbling to its mem-
bers, and might well rouse the indignation of every Nova Scotian. But it
may be well that it is so. It may be the readiest means of leading Protes-
tants to see the true character of the system, and to feel the necessity of
greater combination among them, to protect some of their dearest interests.
These may suffer in the meantime. The obtaining a satisfactory general
system of education is likely to remain in abeyance, and perhaps we may
have another attempt made to tax us for the support of Romanist schools.

But this triumph will be but momentary. In fact, we are persuaded that
at this moment the spiritual guides of the Catholics feel that they have made
rather too bold an experiment upon the forbearance of Protestants—that
they have put the screw on rather too tightly. Hence their affected mode-
ration, now that they have the Government at their nod. They know that
they have already done damage to the party to which they have lent their
aid—they know that they have roused a feeling among Protesiants which
will not be casily allayed. They therefore feel it nccessary to draw back
for a little—for some time the wire pulling will be very secret. But let not
Protestants be deceived. We believe they will not be—we believe that the
opposition to these encroachments will increase.  The next administration in
Nova Scotia will be formed in spite of Archbishop Walsh and all the Pro-
testants he can link to his car, and pledged to carry measures of education
and public improvement in spite of their opposition. We care not of what
party it may be, we wish it were formed of the best men of both parties.
We should be sorry to see it perpetrate a single act of injustice to the Catho-
lics, but we would like to see it strong enough to carry measures for the pub-
lic weal without their aid, and regardless of their opposition.

Tt is gratifying to behold, as an effect of the late movements, its manifest
tendency to draw Presbyterians more closely together. They are beginning
to see that there is a necessity to unite their efforts to resist a common foe.
They are learning how little dependence is to be put in our public men—
that whatever professions of religion they may make, they are fostering our
divisions to promote their own selfish ends ; and that after riding into power
upon the backs of one or other of the sections of Presbyterianism, are ready
to cast them off for Papists or any body else; and that if Presbyterians
would ever have their proper influence in the commuuity, it must be by

* combined acticn.

It might perhaps be expected that we should notice Mr Johnston’s attack
upon our Church. But it is scarcely necessary. The past history of our
Church speaks for itself. Jis labors are written as with a sunbeam on the
very face of the countrv. It has never as a Church been much engaged in
political matters, but what it has done will ever redound to its credit.
‘When no dissenter could be admitted to the benefits of a collegiate education
in Nova Scotia she, under the leadership of  the sainted McCulloch,” took
the lead in the contest by which the doors of the temple of knowledge were
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thrown open to men of cvery creed, while Mr Johnston was a member of the
Church of England end a defender of the monopoly. When the history of
the Provinee in the 19th century is impartially written, we doubt not but the
efforts of our Church in this matter will be considered as one of its brightest
pages. But a little ago and Mr J. was proud to tell us that in his recent
measures of education Dr McCulloch was his teacher and model ; but now,
for a good and sufficient reason, as he deems it, he turns round to revile us.
The members of our Church, it is not too much to say, formed the van of the
army which won Responsible Government for Nova Scotia, and therefore we
are the less surprised to find that they are obnoxious to its steady opponent.
Sarely it is not worth while to be moved by his effusions of splecn, more par-
ticularly after he has candidly avowed that he considers it his *firsz duty”
to get into power, and thus makes truth, morality and religion secondary to
ambition. The attacks of such a man can be regarded as of no higher value
than an expression of his present views of self interest. DMd his interests
lie in another direction, he would be as rcady to flatter us and revile Roman-
ists, as a lawyer who pours out his cloquence on one side of a cause would
as readily pour it out on the other had the accident of a fee come from that
quarter. But it is deplorable to see a man of standing in the religious de-
nomination to which he belongs reviling his fellow Protestants for their op-
position to Popery. Such conduct must recoii on his own head.

Having said so much upon resistance to the political movements of Ro-
manism we would like to have referred at length to the propriety of efforts
against it as a spiritual system. But we have already occupied too much
space.

In conclusion, among the lessons we are daily receiving against depend-
ance on man let us rejoice that we have a more sure dependance on the word
and power of the Omnipotent, who has written the doom of the whole Papal
system. “‘Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death and mourning
and famine, and she shall be utterly burned with fire ; for strong ¥s the Lord
that judgeth her” ¢ Hath he said and shall he not do it, and hath he spoken
and shall he not make it good.” |

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ENGLAND.

UspER the heading Religious Intelligence will be found a short account
of the proceedings of the late special meeting of the Congregational Union.
We have not seen a full report of the speeches and proceedings on the occa-
sion, and therefore are unable to judge of the grounds on which the resolu-
tion regarding the state of doctrine has been arrived at. But we must say
that so far as we have seen the proceedings they appear to us most unsatis-
factory. They produce the impression that the matter has been hushed up,
and they leave on the mind a painful suspicion regarding the orthodoxy of
the body—a suspicion the more painful from the uncertainty in which the
matter has been left. The Christian Times says that the meeting “ accom-
plished part of its objeets, but entively failed in its main purpose, and left
the angry passions that former controversy had excited as rancorous and
bitter as before.”” The United Presbyterian Magazine thus discusses the
whole subject :—

In this part of the country there was a [feneral expectation, we think, that at the
January meeting of the Congregationsl Union of England and Wales, the Rivulet
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Controversy would be considered, and the new theology be put on its trial. Of
course, we were sufficiently aware of the difference between Presbytery and Inde-

pendency to know, that there would be no formal libel, no discussion of the relev-

ancy, no probation, no judgment of court or awthoritative decision. But we ex-

pected to havean opportunity of learning, otherwise than through the medium of
controversial pamphlets, what are the errors which are snpposed to be spreading

through the ranks of the English Dissenters, who are the parties accused of being

instrumental in the dissemination of these errors, on what evidence their ortho-

doxy is impeached, and what is, in the opinion of their brethren, the weight due

to the charges that have been brought. It now appears that in this expectation

we were misled, by transferring, with too little modification, to a Congregational
Union, ideas derived from the proceedings of a Presbyterian Synod or Assembly.

Such things are not consistent with the Independent form of government. So

much the worse, then, we say, for the Independent form of government, if it is so

feeble either in protecting good men and true from the calumnious accusations
which are scattered on all sides by its own servants, or in protecting the truth from
the assaults, either of a negative theology or of a negative morality. e bave, in-
deed, a resolution passed at the close of this meeting, in which we are assured that
the rumours of heresy are groundless. Had that resolution followed an investiga-
tion, such as was expected, it would have reassured the members of the Indepen-
dent churches in England ; it would have reassured the members of other churches
which, like our own, regard the movements of the English Dissenters wich a truly
fraternal interest; it wonld have silenced the members of hostile churches, who are
waiting for their halting. In the actual circumstances, what can any man make of
the resolution considered by itself, except that the majority of the persons present
at this meeting entertain a very favourable opinion of their own orthodoxy ¢ Not-
withstanding these objectious to the form of the praceedings, we are bound to say,
that the perusal of the report of the speeches delivered at the January meeting of
the Congregational Union, along with the notes and comments of the editors of the
British Standard and the Noncomformist, has left on our minds an impression that
the progress of the negative theology among the English Congregrtionalists has not
been nearly as extensive as we had reason to apprehend. Our impression is, that
the real heretics are a small party who have been indebted more to their noise than
to their numbers, for the attention they have attracted ; that some who have been
identified with them are waverers, who have been caught at the moment when
they were meditating the first false step; that some have beea actuated, not so
much by a proclivity to error, as by a chivalrous regard to the rights of friendship,
or a Quixotic puissance in the championship of freedom of speech ; that some (we
are sorry to add) have been impelled by no higher motive than personal hostility
not—that they love Mr Lynch more, but that they love Dr Campbell less. The
Doctor may have faults enow, nor is a man of his torce of cbaracter likely to have
either the dispositon or the ability to conceal them. Bat some of his enemies hate
him, not for his faults, but for his excellencies, and chiefly for his habit ot speaking
and writing on every occasion what he believes to be the truth, although it should
be offensive to the denominational Diatrephes, to the metropolitan ministers, to the
idol or idols of some literary coterie or aristocratic clique, to would-be poets, that
have neither the vision and faculty divine, nor the accomplishment of verse, to the
whole Germanic Confederation.

In selecting 1t as his policy to resist the encroacbments of negative theology, be
has proved himself to be a man that has understanding of the times, to know what
Israel has to do; for it is beyond all dispute, that there bas been imported among
us, from (Germany and elsewhere, partly in the form of philology, and partly in
the form of philosophy, certain tendencies which, if they are allowed to develape
themselves without interruption, will eventually undermine and overthrow the
good old theology which has made the British churches what they are. It is the
design of the persons in whom these tendencies are strongest or most dominant, to
prepare the public wind for the adoption of false views by rendering it unfamiliar
with the true views, to which they are antagonistic. Dr Campbell’s publications,
thercfore, will serve a most useful purpose if they expose the tricks, and the spirit,
and the negations of these men, so that the friends of truth may know where to
look for information about this great struggle
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Home Riissions.
THE SUPPORT OF THE MINIS-
TRY.

As we wishto allow all the scope
necessary for a fair discussion of this
subject, we subjoin a letter complaining
of two letters which we have already
published in our columns. And also
some remarks on the same by our first
correspondent.

For the Register.
Mr. EpiTor.—

I find in your Jany. number an arti-
cle under the heading, “ A few words
to our vacant congregations.” And
again in the Feby. number, a letter from
“ A Lady;” both advocating an increase
of ministers’ stipends. In both these
articles there seems to e, to be much
that is objectionable ; notin the object
which they have in view, but in the
manner in which they advocate it. In
the former the burden of the song, is
-the necessities of the young minister.
A twenty-five pounds horse, a twenty

ounds waggon, and a ten pounds sleigh
and Buflallo Skins is the first and great-
est necessity.  Further down the writer
asks, « If the mmister has a preaching
station, five, ten, fifteen, or it may be
twenty miles distant, will the people be
content to wait a year for his coming

till he is able to get a korse ? or if sick-
ness or death has entered your abode,
some six or eight miles from his residence
will you be content to wait a year for
his visit.” Asmuch as to say,—Before
we can attend to your soul’s salvation,
and before we can hold out the hopes of
the Gospel to the dying, and comfort to
the bereaved, we ourselves must be com-
forted with buffalo Skins, and drawn
ently along in twenty poundscarriages! !
t is rather singular that in the same pa-
per containing the above should be
found the memoir of the late Rev. John
McLean, and the anecdote of the strong
minded Scotchman, who could not be
moved to tears by the preaching of any,
but that of Dr McGregor and Mr Me-
Lean, men who were in their day more
useful than one half of our present army
of effeminate young men. And to this
day our most useful men, are those who
attach leastimportance to these luxuries.
While the word of God holds forth high
and glorious motives for giving. is the or-
gan of our church to enforce the duty on
such groveling considerations as those
above referred to?  The word and or-
dinances of God are the greatest blessings
we enjoy, and we should shew our ap-
preciation of them, by giving as God has
prospered us, to maintain them among
ourselves, and to send them where they
are not, and at all times shew ourselves
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faithful stewards of God’s property. Let
ministers shew the people from the word
of God, that they that preach the Gos-

el should live of the Gospel, and that it
18 their duty and their privilege to give
to the cause of God, and then there will
be no occasion for letting the church
know the expence of their Buflalo Skins
&e.

Your ¢ Lady’ correspondent is provo-
ked with congregatious who give to oth-
cr objects before their minister is paid:
and no doubt it is provoking ! but does
my dear Lady and many that think like
her know ? that those who give to other
objects in these congregations, generally
give more than enough to support their
minister at home ?  If her Ladyship was
in connection witha congregation of over
& hundred subseribing members, aund
not being possessed of'as much preper-
ty as the majority of those hundred, and
paid fully a twenticth part of the pro-
mised stipend, and still that the amount
collected was a quarter short, would she
consider it her duty to give more? As
long as those who subseribe for the sup-
port of the minister and do not pay, are
receiving church privileges from their
respective Sessions ; so long are the pay-
ing members of the congregation justi-
fied in sending the rewaining part of
their dedicated fund to other objects.
Your correspondent considers that it
would be neither just nor generous to
give more than an unhkely proportion,
which he already gives tor the support
of his own minister till subseribing uever
paying members of the eongregation be
considered either paupers or heathen, be
will then be willing to give more to sup-
port a missionary among them.

I am zafe in saying, that many of our
congregations do not understand the na-
ture of what is required of thew; many
support the man, and not the cause : that
they rob God by withholding from him
his-silver and his gold, never enters their
thoughts.

Instead of those Buffulo letters, then,
let those whose business it is, to teach the

cople from the word of God, make
Enown to them more plainly, their duty
with regard to giving, toward the support
of the gospel.

Carvix.
Febraary 10th 1857.
REMARKS BY OUR CORRES-

PONDENYL.

The witor of th  =bove professes to

The Missionary Register.

Jjeet.

April.

concur with the object of my comwmuni-
cation, and only to disapprove of the
mode in winch it is advocated. o
would have nunisters enferce upon their
hearers, from the word of God, the ge-
neral duty of supporting the ordinances
of religion. To this I answer, all this
bas been done, again and again, from
the pulpivand the press. And the pe-
neral daty is universally ackunowledged.
How, then, does it happen that it is so
imperfeetly discharged ? - “The reason
evidently is, that the greater part of our
people are not aware of what s necessa-
ry at the present time for the mainte-
wance of a family. There are few who
have made caleulations on the subject,
and men well disposed, and otherwise in-
telligent, are quite ignorant on the sub-
Hence the necessity of laying be-
fore them facts, and as leng as there are
persons in our Church who think that a
minister can support a family in the wey
that they expect him to do on £100, so
long it will be necessary to inform them
more correctly. I have found that the
most cffectual mode of arguing with such
was to ask them to calculate what it
would require to support their own fa-
milies. Buch have been astonished to
find that, while they had been expect-
ing their minister to support his family
on £100 or £120, they could not sup-
port theirs on £150. Now, it was from
no desire to employ © grovelling counsi-
derations,” as your correspondent af-
firms, but merely to afford information
which is greatly needed, that I wrote as
1 did.

While your correspondent professes to
concur in the object aimed at, the =pirit
of a portion of what he has written tends
to defeat it, particularly when he sneers
at some of our ministers as * efieminate
young men,” and attaching too muchim-
portance to such *luxares” as a horse
and waggon. Thesesneers are entirely
gratuitous.  Qur)young men have never
given any indications of effeminacy, and
they have never sought for © luxuries.”
T assumed that in scattered country von-
gregations a horse aud waggon are rc-
cessary to the efficient discharge of their
dutics. No uauuister has ever sought
them as a luxury to enjoy himselt with,
as your correspondent insinuates, and as
so many of our people employ them.—
They only keep them because they have
to. Many of them would gladly di-penso
with them if they thought they couid do
their duty to their flocks with=~¢ #). -

-
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T admit that the duty might be donein a corrected, but I do not see that I have,
sort of way without, but it would only Astoa £25 horse, your cortespondeat
be in a sort of way, and not in a way can scarcely be ignorant that such a
that would satisly a single congregation. horse as could be bought ten years ago
Our people expect their minister to keep  for £15 will now readily bring £25 or
them, they feel burt if he is oblized to  £30. I still therefore hold out the pro-
walk any distance, they expectthis from  blem for solution—Xow can a minister
his first settlement, and yet they do not on £100 do what his congregation ex-
ford him the means requisite for ob- pect him to do and be an honest man ?
aining them. In other words, they ask It is not necessary for me to become
a to “make bricks without straw,” the champion of * a Lady,” but even in
l therefore 1 thonght it necessary to  the extreme case assumed by your cor-
1 tke the remarks 1 did. respondent [ maintain that he is wrong.
Suppose that he were one of three sons
Your correspoudent refers to the ex- upon whom an aged father and mother
ample of Dr McGregor and Mr McLean, were dependant. But his two other
who travelled on snowshoes orin canoes.  brothers prove scamps. Is ke therefore
Surely he does not mean to have us go justified in giving only a third, or even
back to that state of things, and, if he only a half, of what is necessary for the
does not, his references are irrelevant, mamtenance of his parents, and give the
The state of the country at thattimere- rest to religious and charitable purposes,
quired such sacrifices.  Dr McG. says, pleading that he has done his share or
that in Pictou, when he came to it, “you more? Itrow not. Itis a hard case I
would not see a shoe for a wonder,” and  grant, but the conscicnce of every man
that there were * not a dozen of horses”  will decide what is duty. So is it with
in the county. People came to meeting @ man’s minister. If some athers do ot
barc footed m summer, or with untanned  do their duty at gll it is no man’s duty
morcasins in winter, and when requived to fold his.arms, saying I have done my
to o on a journey Dr McG. buckled on  full share, and leave his minister either
his snowshoes and his moceasins too.— to suffer, or cause him to remove else-
The state of the country rendered this where, and thus deprive his flock of the
necessary.  Were the country in the word of life.
same condition now I beiicvc_: that many ¥ entirely concur with your correspons
of our ministers would be willing to do  gent ax to the inconsistency of granting
the same. But now, when in our coun- Church privilezes to those who do not
try congregations there arve few who can-  do their duty to their minister. When
not drive to meeting in their own con-  the apostle enjoined the Church to se-
veyances, it is positively disgraceful perate from the “ covetous,” as well as
that there should be any to hold up the the fornicator or the drunkard, did he
former state of things for our imitation. 3ean that the man who paid nothing, or
It is but just to say that neither Mr Me- gid not pay according to his means, was
Lean’s nor Dr M?‘?'“’g?"SUO“:‘—!"C.‘JM‘O“S to be held as a good member of the
exlpbm{d'!lus’spxru. I‘h(; former fixed Chareh? Is not the precept, « Lethim
their minister’s salavy at £200, not hav-  that is taught in the word communicate
ing learned the modern notion that £100 g him that teacheth all good things,” as
would do for a young man; z‘m(} $0500  jmperative as ** ‘Lhiou shalt not steal,”
as the yonds in the county of Pictou be- and should not Sessions attend to the
come fit for a wheeled carvizge Dr Me- yiolations of the one as well as of the
Gregor's congregation made him a pre- geher ?
sent of a gig cio,:tiug £30, the firstonthe
East River. nd when e adopted this .
more ctlicient made of c«nvc)gancc in THE L?!”‘J?AL SQI?PORT OF.
the discharge of his duty, they did not TITE MINISTRY.
sneer at him as “clfeminate” or *attach- A public meeting was held in the
ing importance to luxuries,” although City Hall, Glasgow, Scotland, for the
not a- man in his congregation could purpose of hearing addresses in connec-
drive in lus carriage 10 meeting. tion with the scheme recently inangura-
Your correspondent refers to the tedin Xdinburgh for the erection of ad-
prices I have set upon some of the arti-  ditional manses, and the extinction of
cles of a minister’s outfit.  If I have set  debt remaining npon the Free Churen
any of them too bigh {am willing to be property. Dr. Guikrie, one of tho,ablest
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Free Church ministers, madean address |
from which we give an extract.

Rev Dr Guthrie said
+ Look across the Atlantic to America
‘and you find they are complaining that
all the energy, talent, and power of the
Tising youth of that country are going to
-other professions and mercantile business
instead of the Church. Look across the
Irish Sea, and you will find the same
thing in Ulster. Look to yourown city
-of Glasgow, in which I am told, there is
-a singularly small number of students
‘coming out for the ministry of the Free
‘Church. Thatis to me a most melan-
tholy fact. But Ido not wonder atit;
X.am at liberty to devote myself to pov-
-erty, if I choose; but I don’t know that
Tamat liberty to devote my family to the
poverty ministers must lay their account
with. 1 do not want wealth in the
“Church ; I do not want the Free Church
to be a rich Church; X do not want the
attractiveness of wealth set up; but I
‘want the repulsiveness of poverty remov-
€d. People talk of ministers being
#piritual men, but I wish to know if they
think I can keep up a body of six feet
‘two and a halfinches on air.

It is very easy to talk about ministers
being men of spivituality—I wish we
were more so than we are but—I would
pray such talkers to remember that we
axe men of like passions with themselves
and men of infirmities too. My doctrine
is, “ Lord, lead us not into temptation;”
and I want every christian parent to be
delivercd from the temptation to which
I know some have yielded, of turning
away the aspirations of their children
from the ministry, and directing themto
more lucrative occupations. And I want
oursyoung men of talent to be delivered
from the temptation of secing their bre-
thren made comfortable in other profes-
‘sions while they are ground down with
difficultics. And I don’t want our min-
isters to be doing, what I know some of
them are doing, maintaining them-
selves on their private means on
what does not belong to thew, but to
their children. I tell ycu that 1 have
heard it said in my own ears,in my own
house, by two most respectable ministers
of our I'ree Ghurch, that the very last
profession on carth to which they would
Tear a son was that of a Free Church
minister, That is a sad and melancholy
state of matters, which will be injnrious
to our Free Church ministers who have
7ot that in their power though they have

April

it in their wish. Tonceentered alovely
Free Church manse. The minister, a
most devout, excellent man, who would
be an honourto any Church, was from
home, and his lady in conversation told
me that she bad a son who had been at-
tending Edinburgh College. I said 1
would be most happy tosee him,and pre-
sumed, on learning that he had not been
up at last session, that he was in bad
health. When I sympathized with her
on that understanding, a most painful
expression passed over her face, and 1
seeing it was a painful subject, dropped
it. I thought to myself, now, that son
has turned out to be a mother’s heart-
break ; like other sons ke has gone away
with a mother’s prayers and tears on his
cheek, and a fathers blessing on his head
and become the victim of some of the vi-
ces of our large towns. But I began to
think again, is it possible that that young
man may have been kept there at home
and lost the best year of his life because
of the difficulty of sending him to col-
lege 7 so after conducting worship in the
inn where I wasliving, I slid the conver-
sation on to the manse and said, * By
the-by the minister’s son was not at the
college last session, do you know the rea-
son why 2 Upon which, to the credic
of the man’s kindly feelings and delica-
¢y, he drew his chair to mine as close as
he could, and whispered ¢ They were
qot able to send him.” Idon’t knowa
better test than that of whether our mi-
nisters are adeyuately provided for. 1
know there are some people who do not
care what @ minister gels. b
Some people think, I have no doubt
that when Dr CandlishorI go to the
pulpit, we have nothing to do but to
open our mouths, and out comes the
sermon like water out of a pump. Some
people think that all other professions
may be respectable but that it is quite
reasonable that a minister should be o
poor man. I know a small town where
a dancing master, who spends five weeks
of the year, carries away, for teaching
the children to kick up their heels, more
money than two worthy ministers of the
place get all the year arcund. Some
think that a minister is all the better
for being keptpoor.  There wisa friend
of mine, who was assistant to his father,
a Seceding minister, and got cighty
ounds a year, while the father got one
undred pounds. After his father's
death, the question was, whether the min-
ister should be kept at his old allowance
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of cighty pounds, or get the onc hundred
pounds like his father. Whereupon an
honest man stands up in the congrega-
tion and said, * Moderawtur, Aw’m clear
for keeping the lad tae the aughty, and
my reason 1s just this, that the Church
never had ministers since she was a
Church, like them she had when they
went aboutl in sheep’s skins and goats’
skws, and lived in holes an’ caves o’ the
earth.”  Well, that is all very well; but
I would like to know what the Edin-
burgh people wouid think of Dr Candlish
and me if we werc seen walking in
Prince’s street, my worthy friend in a
goat’s skin, and your humble servantin
the clothing of a sheep? I meet that
old, norrow-minded, worthy man, by the
bigh authority of Matthew Henry, and I
am disposed ta leave the whole question
in his hands. He said.and I believe the
expericnce of the world will prove it,
that a scandalous maintenance makes a
scandalous ministry.  Poverty and piety
are not identical things. 1 have high
ideas of the office of the ministry. With
Paul, I would so magnity my office, that
I would like to see the finest genius and
the noblest talent in the country devoted
to that noblest office. Of course, I de-
sire picty—that is the first thing; but T
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am not one of those who think that God
generally works by the weakest instru-
ments; though he may do so to show hiy
power. For that cause God called fortl
the wisdom and statesmanship of Moses,
the poetry of David, the imagination of
Isaiah, the burning fervor of Bzekiel, the
pathos of Jeremiah, the logic and elo-
quence of the Apostle Paul—for that
cause God sent down his own angels from
heaven; and more than that, and above
that, for that cause God sent down his
own blessed Son. I set the pulpit in the
highest position which any man can oe-
cupy on earth; and Idesire, piety being
granted, to see the first genius and no-
blest talent of our country consecrated
to the service of my blessed Master. X
do notspeak for myselfand existing bre-
thren. We will be very soon mouldering
inthedust. ButIam exceedingly anx-
ious for the fate of our Free Church, that
the vexations and annoyances of debt.
and difliculty be taken out ofthe way of
the rising ministry, and God grant such.
liberality to you and others that our
youth may see no obstruction in the fo~
verty of the ministry in coming to lax
their noble talents at the feet of Jesus1—
Pres. Herald. . .

Foreign Missions,

LATER INTELLIGENCE FROM
ANEITEUM.

‘We are happy to intimate to ourread-
ers that since our last, letters have been
received from Mr Geddie up till the
10th October last, brought by a vessel
to China, conveying the gratifying intel-
ligence of the continued health of the
Mission familics and the continued pros-

erity of the Mission. We subjoin Mr

eddie’s letter to the Board. Longex-
tracts from his journal have also been re-
ceived, portions of which will appear in
our subsequent numbers.

ANEITEUM, NEW HEBRIDES,
Oct. 19th, 1856.
Drar BroT1ucn,—

I send this and other letters addressed
to you by a vessel which has called at
this island or her way from Sydney to
China. 1am sorry tosay I have noth-
ing to acknowledge from you of later date
than Nov. 28th, 1854. A ship bound

for this istand was wrecked at the Isle of
Pines about two months ago which Dr
Ross informs us contained packages of
letters, magazines, &e. for Mr Inglis and
myself. Itis probable that there iere
letters from you and other friendsin the
unfortunate packages, but we must ac-
quesce in the dispensations of provi-
dence. The disappointment to us whao
seldom hear from home is greater than
you can imagine.

We are informed by Dr Ross that the
«John Williams” sailed from England
in June and that Mr Gordon took a pas-
sage in her.  She ought to be at Syduey:
about this time. It will be four months
at least from the time she leaves Sydney
before she comes here,as she first visitg
all the missions in Eastern Polynesia. I
trust that Mr Gordon may be able to pro-
cure a passags direct to this island and
spend what time he has withus. 1 re ©
gret to learn that Captain Dlorgan docs
not return in the ship. He wasanami-
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able: man and an excellent christian. No
missionary in these scas was more devo-
ted to the work of evangelization than
he was. The London Missionary Sovie-
ty bhas lost one of' its best ser sants. Mr
Williams, the present captain of the * J.
W.”, was formerly mate. 1 isa skill-
full seamen and his heavt is i1 the mis-
sionary work. Ile is well acquainted
with the islands and after yearsof inter-
course with the natives must know a good
deal about native character. He is a
plain man withoutany dush about him,
out I have no doubt time will show that
the appointment of captain Williams to
the charge of the mission ship has been
Judicious.

I have not received any letters in an-
swer to my appeal for aid to purchase a
mission schooner. My associate Mr
Inglis has been more successtul.  He has
Just received letters annonncing upwards
of £300 sterling in Svotland* and New
Zealand, and he hasthe promise of ad-
ditional aid from the latter place. It is
more than probable that he will have
£400 sterling as his share of the “dJohn
Knox.” Ishould like to know what has
been done in Nova Scotia for this object.
An effort ought to be made to equal the
liberality of our friends of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church.  Ifyour subscrip-
tion lists are not closed let thewn he kept
open: until this is done. The friends in
New Zealand who have contributed to
the purchase of a vessel, strongly op-
pose our getting one of the size origi-
nally contemplated, and call for one of
suflivient size to explore new ficlds of
mission labour and to undertake a vov-
age to New Zealand, if the failing heaith
of the missionaries should require a
change of climate. Their idea is a cor-
rect one. A vessel of 40 tons would
come up to the idea of our generous and
large-hearted New Zealand  friends.
Had we such a vessel with 2 competent
captain to take charge of her, we would
engage to provide and support a native
crew of able seamen. Every day con-
vinces Mr Inglis and myself more and
more of the necessity of such an appen-
dage to our mission. Such a vesscl,
while it would add greatly to the secu-
rity of the lives and property of mission-
aries and teachers on heathen islands,
would at the same time e¢nable us to
open up new fields for missionary oper.

¥ Wo bheliese that this includes the
£150 sterling sent from our church.
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ations. I fondly hope that the aid we
require  will not be withheld. Who,
‘that knows the state of these islands,
would not do something to amcliorate
their condition. With the exception of
Aneiteum, murder, cannibalism and all
the abominations of heathenism are prac-
tised on the islands of’ the New [ebrides.
group. We possess the remedy for all
these evils, but alas! we cannot extend
it to them.

Our island is again visited by white
men. For some years past our foreign
population consisted of two Tahitians
and one English and one .imerican sai-
lor, all of whom are married to native
women. We have now two sandal-
wood establishinents on the islands with
five vessels attached to them.  What ef-
fubt the presence of our own country-
men on this island will have on the mis-
stonary work remains to be seen. The
only.evil of which we have yet to com-
plin is the drawing away of some of
our young men to a sea-faring life. The
natives of the island being accustomed
to the sea {rom their earliest years seem
to have a natural inclination for it,and
they make good seamen. In this part
of the world where seamen’s wages are
enormons, it is a great object to captains
to get a few natives among their crews.
In thesandal-wood vessels they are al-
most indispensible for on some of the
islands white men can scarcely venture
ashore withont taking fever and ague.
We have less objection to their going in
sandai woqd, than in other vessels, be-
cause they are not entirely removed
from our guardianship, but we regret to
sce thew go to sea at all.

1 ought to mention to you the kind-
ness of R. Towns, Esq., one of the mer-
chant princes of Sydney, to this mission.
IIe is the owner of between 40 and 50
ships, several of which are employed in
these seas. Ilis instractions to his cap-
tains are to bhe kind to missionaries
whenever they meet them and to do
nothing to frustrate their labours. I may
state that our supplies usually come from
Sydney in his vessels and in one or tvo
cases they have called at the island ex-
pressly to'land them when bound else-
where. In noinstance has he charged
freight for my supplies. We are under
no ordinary obligations to him for his
kindness.

I received some months ago a bill ot
Jading of # 1 package Oliphaut” shipped
by Mr Stacy of the Mission House, Lon«
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don, in a <hip bound for Sydney more
than two years ago. The rackage, 1
presume, contained the periodicals of the
United Preshy terian Churdch, which you
were so kind as to order for me, but it
has not reached me. I have written to
Dr Ross making enquirtes about it, but
have not heard from him yet.

I feel glad to inform you that the mis-
sion famtlies are well. My old enemy
fever and ague keeps at a welcome dis-
tance {from me this year. For the mea-
sure of health and strength weall enjoy
we cannot be too grateful to God.

I beive heard that we may expectano-
ther vessel bound for China in a few
weeks, c0 T hope soon to write to you
and other friends. It isquite probable
that our oppertunities of sending letters
may he more frequent than they have
been for some years past.  You would
ablige us by more frequent and full cor-
respondence, A letter is traly grateful
and refreshing in this distant land. I
must now close my lotter as the vessel
which takes it will soon leave.

I resnain, ever yours, &ec.,
JonN GEDDIE.
Rev James Bavyg, Sec.
P.FALDP CNS }

LETTER FROM REV. MR. INGLIS.
TO 1HE RIV. JOIN SPROTT.
Aneiteum, New Hebrides,
Sept. 11, 1856.

My Dean Sir,—
Your kind letter of February, 1855,
I received ahout three months ago: it
had lain a long time in the Sydney Post
Office.  When you write me again ad-
drrse my letters to the care of the Rev
Dr Ross, Sydney. We were glad to learn
that you and your family were well, and
that vou were still able for the arduous
duties and important labours of the pul-
pit.  The love of fatherland increases
with your vears.  Anincreasinglove for
all that is cond marke 2 growing fitness
for the kingdom of heaven. That must
have been a silemnizing communion at
Stonykirk to which you refer, when the
stillness of the Sabbath was broken by
the booming of the cannon across the
Channel, during the famous Irish rebel-
lion. No wonder that thoughtful men
were earnest when war with all its hor-
rovs was s near at hand, and the armof
God alone could turn the battle from the

grate.

We live in a world of changes. Since
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T wrote you two years ago ny aged and
beloved mother has gone the way of a%)
the carth. Ske died on the 28rd of June,
1855, aged 86 years. She was born about
a mile from the village of Moniaive,
close beside three martyrs’ graves, and
she died within sight of Renwick’s mo-
nument. She entertained through lifea
profound veneration for our persecuted
and martyred forefathers. She wasone
of the ¢ quiet in the land,” one of the
“peaccable and faithful in Israel.” The
last thirty years of her life were passed
in solitary widowhood : but like the Shu-
namite she “ dwelt among her own peo-
ple,” and all that kind, godly neighbours
could do, they did to promote her com-
fort. 1 trust she has exchanged a world
of sin and sorrow for a state of perfect
holiness aud songs that are ever new.—
At the time of her death Dr Bates, of
Glasgow, the Secretary of our Mission,
was assisting at Penpont sacrament.—
He kindly waited till her funeral was
over, and very appropriately, from his
relation to the Mission, supplied my place
in performing the last offices of respect
to my venerated parent, and in commit-
ting her remains to the place appointed
for all living.

Qur excellent friend and brother, Mr
Geddie, handles the pen of a ready wri-
ter, and keeps you well informed respect-
ing the progress of the Mission. I am
quite certain however that a few brief
statements from me will be not the Jess,
but all the more acceptable on that very
account ; as by the pen of two witnesses
every fact will be established.

I am happy and thankful to say that
my wife and I are both well. Mr and
Mrs Geddie and their two children are
also all well. Our winter months are
now past; and at present spring, with a
grateful alternation of showers and sun-
shine, is making the whole face of nature
torejoice : foliage, flowers and well form-
ed fruits please the eyc and cheer the
heart ; every morning the woods are vo-
cal; and the natives are all busy on their
plantations, diggirg under the influence
of new motives, and planting under the
impulse of new hopes. For eight or nine
months in the year this is a delightful
climate : and now that we know the na-
ture of the diseases peculiar to the is-
land, and some of the best means of pre-
ventiag or removing them, no one need
be afraid but that, by the blessing -of
God upon the use of proper precautions,
a fair average measure of good health
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may be enjoyed. It was different in the
first ycars of the Mission when all was
new, untried and unknown, and sickness
prevailed extensively in the Mission fa-
milies. This we consider a great point
established ; and removes what at one
time appeared to me the most formida-
ble obstacle to the evangelization of this
group. The progress of the Mission,
through the divine favour, continues
highly encouraging. The four Gospels,
the Aectsof the Apostles, the half of
Genesis, and some other smaller portions
of Scriptureare translated iuto this lan-
guage. Wa bave now an excellent new
printing press and a fount of fine large
(Euglish) type. We owe the press to
the active zeal of your friend Mis Sym-
ington of Glasgow. Your friend, Mrs
Stewart of Glasgow, daunghter of your
old friend and pastor the Rev James
Reid of Newton Stuart, headed the sub-
scription for the press with £10. The
brother, Mr James Reid, Ironmonger,
Glasoow, sent me out a fine new bell for
my Church about two years ago. “ The
seed of the righteous” are themselves
heirs to the promises made to their
believing ancestors. Mr Walker, of Pais-
ley, one of professor Symington’s clders,
hias lately sent me an elegant aund sub-
stantial baptismal and communion ser-
vice. Sincethe arrival of the new types,
Mz Geddie has lost no time in order to
get the Gospel of Matthew printed. He
bas now finished twenty chapters. The
types have all been set up and the sheets
worked off by the native printers whom
Mr Geddie has trained. Mr Geddic
superintends and corrects.  The type is
the largest, sofar asI know, used atany
mission press on the Southern Pacific. I
enclose a specimen. Mr Geddie de-
serves great credit for what he has ef-
fected in the printing department.

We have lately obtained, partly by
exchange and partly by payment, a five
ton boat, with which to obtain intercourse
with our teachers on Fotuna and Tana.
This boat we call the ¢ Columba”, after
the famous primitive missionary of lona.
The Columba is not to supersede, but to
prepare the way for the “Join Hnoz.”

hile we have only teachers on the
neighbouring islands the Columha will
do’;. but the Jokn Xnoz will become in-
dispensible as soon as we are joined by
more missionaries. We have now seven
teachers on Tana and three on  Fotuna.
The Columba visited both islands about
two months ago. The teachers were all
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well, and tho intelligence brought back,
especially from Tana, was highly encou-
rak,;mg.
Ve are here far from the land of John
Knox ; but we are trying to make this
land as like the land of the reformer as
wecan. His great object was toleaven
the community with the word of God;
by means of preaching and teaching, by
the aid of churches and schools, to ex-
tend and perpetuate the knowledge of
Goa’s holy word ; and he secured these
two objects more effectually than per-
haps any man in Europe. God is won-
derfully inclining the hearts of this peo-
ple to abandon the abswidities, crimes,
and abominations of heathenism. With
the exception of about 200, the whole
Eopulation uf’ Anciteum, nearly 4,000
ave renounced heathenism, professed
chnistianity and placed themselves under
our instruction. We have four places
of worship, two on each side of the is-
land, capable of containing about 2000
worshippers.  We have about fifty
school-houses, in several of which publie
worship is also conducted on Sabbath.—
The Church members at boti stations
are now upwards of a hundred, I have
44 and Mr Geddie hasnearly twice that
number. With a very few exceptioas,
the eonduct of all our church members
has been consistent and exemplary. We
have upwards of fifty candidates for
church-fellowship. Mr Geddie is just
finishing a new printing office, and 1 am
busy with the crection of a large build-
ing for our Teacher’s Institution, which
isto be the germ ofa College.  So great
has heen the demand for teachers, that
Doth Mr Geddie and I have been obiliged
to send forth the most active and trust-
worthy men we could find, although their
education was very limited, but we are
anxious to prepare a body of men with
higher attainments, to carry forward the
work of education which the others have
so hopefully begun.

In the late fainous Bible burning case
tried in Dublin it was fully established
by Mr Justice Crampton that the Bible
is the common law of England. Our ci-
vil constitution and our national institu-
tions can hardly be said to be formed ;
but we are got thus far—that idolatry is
entirely aholished—christianity is the
national religion—the Sabbath is univer-
sally observed as of divine appointment
—slavery is prohibited by statute—and
the Bible is recognized as the common law
of Aneiteum. Our chicfs often declare
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at public meetings, “ We have no king
but Jesus. His word is above all.” The
chiefs here are not by any means so in-
fluential as they are in many islands, but
as a body they have taken the lead in
the work of reformation. As far as our
little island is concerned we have fully
settled the question of national educa-
tion. There is now established over the
whole island a complete system of popu-
lar education, territorial in plan. and
Seriptural in principle. Every village
or district, however small, is provided
with a school and a schoolmaster, and in
most instances with a schoolmistress.—
The Seriptures are read in all our schools.
The qualifications required of our teach-
ers are christian character, - competent
knowledge, and aptness to teach. Our
schools are all opened and closed with
prayer and praise ; sacred music is prac-
tically taught in all our schools, and the
natives learn to sing well.  Mrs Geddie
has rendered good service to the Mission
in this department. We have been long
expecting the arrival of Mr Gordon. Mr
Geddie bas been preparing a new house
for hun, and doing every thing in his
power that he may be speedily and ad-
vautageously settled; but we have heard
nothing of him for ten long months.

With your remarks on the advantages
of missionaries visiting home I quite
concur. But, alas! how is Mr Geddie
or I to get away? Ministers at home
can get their pulpits filled and their
places supplied, but how are we to get
substitutes here 2 Were Mr Geddie or
I to leave this island for a yearor two at
present it would peril the whole Mission.
How slow the young men are to cometo
our aid! 1 do wonder why they are so
backward : of what are they afraid ?—
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What have we suffered that ought to de-
ter any man with the smallest portion of
love to®Christ in his heart, or compassion
for the perishing heathen in lus soul, to
come to our help ?  There was no lack
of men for the Crimea or the Baltic.—
Are the soldiers of the cross alone cra-
ven-hearted and cowardly ? 1 am afraid
the Charch is not so hearty in the war
waged against Satan and heathenism as
the nation was in the war waged against
Russia and despotisi:, or we should have.
more prompt and vigorous assistance.—
Do not aim at low attainments. When
we apply for married missionaries do not
send us word that you are advertising for
mechanies and unmarried female teach-
ers.  When the Duke of Newcastle in-
formed Lord Raglan that he had 2,000
recruits ready to be sent to Sebastopel
the British Commander said that raw re-
cruits were of no use to him—that he
preferred waiting till he could obtain ve-
terans. Mr Geddie and I are fully of
opinion that missionary mechanics and
unmarried female teachers are not a suit-
able agency for this group. Do not
squander your fundson unsuitable agen-
cies. Both Mr Geddie and I prefer to
wait till you can send us fully qualified
missionaries, who will be able to creata
or organize all the necessary assistance
out of the materials they can find on the
spot.

And now, my dear sir, 3o not cease to
pray for us, that as, through God’s great
mercy, we have seen this people broughs
from heathenism to christianity, so we
may see them all brought, by the same
grace, from sin to holiness.  With very
kind regards to you and Mrs Sprott,

1 remain, yours truly,

JouN InGLis.

Other Missions.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.
PESIGNATION MEETINGS CONNECTED
WITH THE SENDING FORTH OF THE
SEVEN FOREIGN MISSIONARIES.

When the lloly Ghost said to the
teachers of the church in  Antioch,
¢ Seperate me Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto T have called them,”
it is stated, that “ when they had fasted

and prayed, and laid their bands on
them, they sent them away.”” This ex-
ample of the mode in which the twa first
missionaries were set apart to their great
work, warraats the office-bearers of the
churclk: in ordaining missionarics for the
preaching of the gospel to the heatheng
and hence it was that the seven brethren
whose names were given in the last Re-
cord, were, as there intimated, ordained
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by the respective presbyteries to which
they belonged. But, as this example
shows also that the sending forth of
missionaries is a time for special prayer,
the Mission Board wished to give as
many of the members of the church as
possible an opportunity of meeting with
these seven brethren, and of uniting in
earnest supplication, that the Lord would
pour out on them the richest influences
of his grace, go with them on their great
errand, and make them the messengers
of light, life, and salvation to those am-
ong whom they are going to labour
Three meetings were held, of which we
shall give brief notices.

The first meeting was with the Board
of Foreign Missions. This took place,
at the regular monthly meeting, on the
afternoon of the 3rd of I'ebruary, when,
aftera pleasant season of friendly inter-
course, singingPsalm xlIv. 3-5, and read-
ing 2 Cor. iv.1-15, the Board engaged in
prayer,—the Rev. John Cooper of Fala
leading their devotions,—and cammend-
ed these esteemed brethren to the guid-
ance. protection, and blessing of the
Lora of missions.

Th. second was a public meeting, held
in the Rev. Dr.Peddie’s church, Bristo
Street, Edinburgh, on the evening of
the 8rd of February,— William Duncan,
Esq., tae chairman ot the Mission Board,
in-the chair. The spacious church was
densely crowded, many being unable to
find admission. As it was the day for
the meetings of the Board of Missions,
and of the Presbytery of Ldinburgh,
ther: was a very large attendance of
ministers, among whom was the Rev. Dr
Duncan, one of the professors of the Free
Church. Psalm lxviii. 9-11 being sung,
the meeting was opened with prayer by
Rev.J. R MGavin of Dundee. The
chairman, in addressing the meeting,
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evening, offered up THIE DESIGNATION
PRAYER, a peculiarly fervent, rich, and
impressive servive. IIymn 284, begin-
ning,

“Speed thy servants,Savour, specd them.”

being sung, the Rev. Dr George John-
ston addressed the seven missionaries in
a very affectionate, fervid, and suitable
manner : urging upon thewm to keep in
view the salvation ofsouls as the grand
aim of their mission ; to preach, as the
meaus of securing that end, the truths
connected with Christ erucified ; and to
do this in the spivit of love, and witha
continued dependence on the promised
presence  and blessing of their Divine
Master; and then, turning to the Rev.
Tyo Sogo, he said, ¢ You do not make,
in one sense, the same sacrifice as your
other brethren do.  You are going home
to your fatherland, and to the teats of
yourown people. You came amongst
us a stranger, with your heart filled with
love to God. You have studied in our
college and in our hall, in order to pre-
pare yourself for the great and glorious
work of the ministry ; and your carcer
through our college and hall has been
most honorable to yourself, which Inm
sure your fellow-students are ready to
testify. Now that you are about to re-
turn to your own land to proclaim the
unsearchable riches of Chritt to your
countrymen, [ am sure that every heart
in thisassembly is beating with the deep-
est interest toward you, and sending up
the earnest prayer in your behalf that you
may secure the hearts of your country-
men—that you may be the means of
converting thousands of men to the faith
of the gospel—that you maybe honoured
to be the founder of an enduring and
prospering charch in Caffravia—and
that generations yet unborn nay arise
and pronounce the name of Tygo Soga

drew a comparison very happily between
the appointment of the seven deacons,
as recorded in the sixth chapter of Acts,
and the sending forth of these seven
missionaries,—remarking that, besides
otherfeatures of likeness, as of the form-
er, six were Jews and one a Greek, so
of the seven bLefore them, six were of
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with blessings on bis head.”

To this address the Rev Tiyo Soga re-
plied, in behalf of himself and of Mr
Johnston, who are going to Caffraria ;
and the Rev Daniel Mt Lean, for himeself,
and those who are going to Jamaica and
the Caymanas. The Rev William Reid
then addressed the audience in a very

this country, and one a native of Africa.
After Dr. Somerville, the mission sccre-
tary, had explained the circumstances
which gave rise to the sending forth of
seven foreign misstonaries at this time,
the vencrable Dr John Brown, who
evinced the deep intrest which he took
on the occasion by coming out in the

telling speech, dwelling chiefly upon the
gratitude which s due to God for the gift
of these seven devoted brethren; upon
the progress which has recently been
made in the mission cause, stating, that
by the close of this year, our church will
have, since 1845, sent out to the colon:
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ies and to forcign parts about seventy
missionaries; upon the duties which
those who sent these brethren owe to the
Divine Master and to them; and upon
the special need that there is at such a
time for united, fervent, and importu-
nate prayer. After Psalm Ixxii. 18, 19,
had been sung, the Rev James Jarvie,
Kelso, concluded the services by prayer,
and pronouncing the benediction.

The third meeting was in the Rev Dr
Beattic’s church, Gordon Street, Glas-
gow, on the evening of 4th February—
John Ilenderson, Esq., of Park, in the
chair. Though the evening was very
inclement, the large church was com-
pletely packed in every part, many be-
g unable to find access. There was
also a considerable attendance of minis-
ters. The services were conducted ina
similar manner, and the same psalms
and bymn were sung. The Rev Dr
Robson presented the opening prayer.
The chairman, in a few appropriate re-
marks, expressed the deep interest
which he felt in this occasion ; mention-
ed the important fact, that thisis the
first time, 1 the history of our church,
in which we have in one year sent out
seven missionaries to the foreian field;
and gave it as his conviction, that one of
the best evidences that a church can fur-
nish of its vital power and prosperity, is
the increasing efforts which it makes in
the spread of the gospel.  After Dr Som-
erville had made a number of explana-
tory remarks, the Rev Dr Lindsay offer-
ed up,in very carnest and comprehensive
terms, THE DESIGNATION PRAYER. The
Rev John Ker addressed the mission-
aries in a peculiarily felicitous and thrill-
ing strain, pointing out cluefly the en-
couragement  which  they bhad to
engage in the great work before them ;¥
to which address the Rev Robert John-
ston responded for himself and Mr So-

a, and the Rev William Whiteceross for

imself and his four brethren, who are
going to the West Indies. The Rev G.
M. Middleton addressed the audience in
a very effective manner, adverting to
topics similar to those which Mr Reid
bad urged at the meeting in Edinburgh,
and remarking, that the interesting spec-
tacle before them showed that the union
of the Secession and Relief churches

# Mr Ker has, at our request, kindly
alloweldl usto present this eloquent and
beauriful address to the readers of the
Record,
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was now bearing rich and precious fruit.
The Rev J. 8. Taylor then concluded
the services by praycr,and pronvuncing
the benediction.

All these meetings were peculiarly
hallowed and delightful occasions; a
five devotional feeling seemned to per-
vade them; and the evidentinterest in
the proceedings which appeared on all
countenances, indicated that all present
felt it good to be there. It is to be hop-
ed, that the scntiments uttered, and the
feelings excited at these wmeetings, as
well as at those connccted with the or-
dinations of these seven brethren, will,
by the sealing energy of the Holy Ghost,
be followed by a large increase of the
wmissionary spirit. It is not, perhaps, too
much to say, that of the four thousand
persons who atiended these two meet-
ings, not one had ever before seen seven
ordained foreign missionaries designated
at one time. This fact hasan humbling
as well as a a cheering aspect.  When
we reflect that there arve in the heathen
world six hundred millions of our fellow-
men living without the gospel, and that
of these twenty millions are every year
passing into the eternal world, without
God and without hope, ii is a sad reflec-
tion, that this is the first year in which,
at one time, a church of five hundred
congregations has designated seven mis-
missionaries to the foreign field. But the
fact, whilst it humbles, should also cheer
vs. It shows that we are making pro-
gress.  We have now a considerable staff
of missionary agents labouring in the
colonies and in foreign parts; and to
these, as was stated in our last number,
we will this year, reckoning from May
last, add at least thirteen. It isaground
of :nuch thankfulness to God, that the
men whom we have hitherto sent, both
those that have ceased from their labours,
and those that are yet in the field, have,
generally speaking, been distinguished
for talent, piety, faithfulness, and devot-
ed zeal; and that those whom we are
now deputing, will be in these respects
fit successors or associates of those who
bave gone before them. Devoutly would
we.say, with the ancient church, both
with regard to the past and the future,
« The Lord hath been mindful of us:
he will bless us; he will biess the house
of Isracl; he will bless the house of
Aaron.”  Bat we must aim at still high-
er things. The precepts and the pro-
mises of God authoriseustodoso. *
if the prayers that were offered at thse
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meetings shall be continued throughout
all the church—if the statements of pri-
vilege and of duty, then inculcated,shall
be carried into practice—and if the feel-
ings which were excited shall be embo-
died in works of faith and labours of love,
the Lord will meet us with a correspond-
ing increase of grace and spiritual pro-
sperity ; and when thatis done, the time
will soon come, when we shall send forth
our missionaries to the heathen in scores
and in hundreds, and looking back to
the present oceasion, shall wonder that
the mission of seven brethren excited so
much interest and remark in the church.
These seven, and those that have pre-
ceded them, have gone but as it wereto
spy out the land: they will gather, we
doubt not, rich clusters, and bring these
into the congregation of the Lord ; but
it is only when all who bear the name
of Churist, united under Jesus, their lea-
der and captain, shall give themselves,
‘ewith one accord,” to the work of spread-
ing the gospel, that the conquest of the
heathen nations shall be achieved, and
that the church, delivered from her wil-
derness state, shall enter on the long-
promised possession of the entire world.

THE SI‘IVE:.'\IL:Y A MISSIONARY

The Rev John Edmung of Glasgow,
who, in 1849 wrote the exquisite song
on the Mission ship called “ The Cala-
bar,” has sentto us the following ex-
tremely beautiful song on the sending
forth of the seven missionaries, which,
he says, *“ was conceived on the night of
our very pleasant meeting in Gordon
Street Church.” We understand that
the Rev William Beckett of Rutherglen,
who has a genius for music, has compo-
ged-a tune for it.* Theevent is worthy
of the highest efforts of poetry and mu-
sic; and should the music be equal to
the poetry, the effect of the two com-
bined will be specially thrilling and de-
lightful. The lyric ‘muse, which has
had no small influence in forming the
characters and the habits of nations, has,
in- past times, been generally devoted to
the singing of war, of love, and of heroic
achievements; but surely it is a higher
and a nobler exercise of this rare gift,
when the man who is endowed with it,
consecrates it, * baptized with the Holy

¥ The music is given in_the Uhited
Preshyterian und in the Juvenile Mugazines
for this month.

The Missionary Register.

April.

Ghost,” to the celebration of the exploits
of these soldiers of the cross who, in the
mission field, have done valiantly for the
Lord their God. Let the members and
the young people of our church learn
this “ spiritual song,” which so happily
embodics the sentiments and the feelinga
expressed at our designation meerings;
and as young David strung his harp to
the sweet hymns of Zion, and nursed
that Iove for God and for his house,
which distinguished him in his after life,
s0 let them glow over the stanzas of this
fine lyric, till they catch the true mis-
sionary spirit which it breathes, and thus
prepare themselves for doing great things
in the cause and the service of him who
is their Saviour and their King.
THE SEVEN.

Brothers, to the swart race sent !
Brothers, to the Lord’s work lent!
Go the way your Master went,

By the Spirit driven;
To the desert and the war;
To the kloofs and isles afar
Where the Spoiler’s sirongholds are,

Valiant, go, ye seven !

By the blood the blest One shed,

When He bowed to death his head ;

When the pierced limbs streamed red
And the side was riven ;

By the bursting of his grave,

Signal of his might to save;

By the living Fire he gave,
Conquering go; ye seven!

He who once from Olives’ crest,
Parting to his glorious rest.
North and south, and east and west,
Sent his own eleven,—
Bade them, swift as couriers, run
Pablishing salvation won,
Widely as the circling sun,
Sendeth you, His seven.

TFear not earthly bonds to sever;
He forsakes Ilis servants—never;
Iam with you, lo, for ever—

So the word was given :
Leaning on the promise sure,
Underneath his shield secure,
Strong to do, and dare, and dure,

Joyous go, veseven !

Long have veterans, from the field,
Bending weary o'er their shield,
Brave, bus few, for heip appealed ;

Patient bave they striven :
Now be grateful suecours sped !
Step where stood the honouvred dead,
Where the pioneers have led,

Follow on, ye seven!
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Hark they call you o’er the wave,—
Sons by fallen warriors’ grave ;
Children of the exile-slave ;

(Be the wrong forgiven !)
Haste, then, herald-sons of peace,
Bid the mourner’s wailing cease }
Sound the captive soul’s release

Speed ye brother’s seven!

As you toil, this thonaht will cheer,
‘Sevenfold tove has linked you here;
And when summons late or near,
Calls you first to heaven,
There shail He, in white robes drest,
As He mingles with the blest,
Whisper, mindful of the rest,—
I'am onc of seven.

Rod from Erkskine’s root!
Branch from good Gillespie’s shoot !
Twined, and clustered now with frait,
Like the cedar thriven;
Happy Church, united, free,
Bless the King that blesseth thee ;
Prospered aims, adcring see,
Sending forth thy seven.

Pledge them, honoured as thou art,
Pledge them open hand and heart,
Pledge them prayer, when ar apart,
Offured mornand even,
Till in Eden bloom shall smile
Caffre glen and Indian isle,
Sending blessings back the while,
Seveuty fold for seven.
OLD CALABAR.

The intelligence by last mail states
that Dr Hewan and Mr Bailie had been
visited with fever, but were both better;
and that Mr Wylie, teacher at Creck
Town, was about to return home in or-
der to recruit his health.®*  Our readers
will be specially gratified to learn that
Mr Waddel had "baptized two female
converts at Creck Town, and that Mr
Anderson had baptized a young man a4
Duke Tuwn.

Baptism of Two Female Converts at
Creek Tuwn—The Rev Mr\Waddell says,
——Subbatle 14th December. To-day 1 had
the hizh satistaction of receiving into the
church by baptisin two women, dowmes-
tics of King 1y o, named Ebok Iikpeny-
ong aud .lgua fbitam : the former, an
elderly womau of his outer yard, a con-
siderable woman in her pousition; the
other, a youny woman of his inner yard.
The relation in which the latter especi-

* Mr Wylic has reahed Glasgow ; his
om plaint is bronehitis,
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ally stood to him is now necessarily
changed. It has been changed, indeed,
for a year past, since they both joined
the class of catechumens, and professed
their desire to follow the Lord. They
have been impressed, by the word
preached, for three years. For more
than two years they have been more par-
ticularly known to Mrs Waddell, {rom
attending her women’s class; and for
a year past, as already stated,have been
in the class of catechumens, and been
frequently instructed and examined by
Mr and Mrs Goldie, Mrs Waddell, and
myself ; and we have all been impressed
with convictions of their sincerity, as
well as of their intelligence and growing
knowledge.

Without being able to attend school
they have both worked away at their
hooks, tiil they can now read our Efik
books, and, therefore, the word of God
in their own language, pretty frecly,and
with a very obvious desire to understand
what they read, and to profit thereby,
May the Lord give his })hly Spirit to
teach them.

I need not repeat here former events
which took place in the king’s yard,
when they made known their desire
to foliow the Lord. They are past, and,
I trust, will not return. ButI may men-
tion, that for their sakes, I deemed it pro-
per to call on the king on Saturday, and
make known what they and I had in
view, that I might be avle to converse
with him on some matters connected
therewith,which concerned both him and
them. The Lord granted me afavour-
able opportunity for a private conversa-
tion in an easy way, and inclined his
heart to give me good answers on the
several matters which I had to talk
about, matters that nced not here be
detailed. The interview was quite satis-
factory.

Yurthermore, I was particularly grati-
fied to-day to learn from themselves,
that when they went yesterday after-
noou, to tell him that they would be bap-
tized to-day, he answered themin a real-
ly fatherly and kindly, and I might say,
Christian manuer, so as to give them
poor _hings, great ccmfort and encour-
agement. Ile showed no displeasure,
but commended their design ; wag glagd,
he said, that they were detcrmined to be
God people, and hoped that they would
never go back into any bad ways,to dis-
grace themsclves, and make other wo-
men laugh at them, ‘What shall we say
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to all this? Surely Divine interposition
appears in answer to the prayers of his
people, yours and ours. Let us pray
more and more carnestly for him and
them,and for all that many more trophies
of Divine grace may be seen in thisdark
land of Calabar; that many more wo-
men may escape from the bondage of
corruption in which they ave held ; rhat
we may have many Mary Magdalenes
and other Marys to follow our Lord, if it
be to his cross, a:ad to watch at his tomb.

Baptism of @ Youny Man at Duke
Town.-—The Rev W. Anderson says,—
The baptism of a young man named
Effiong, took place onthe 11th of No-
vember.,  Jffiong has been a sort of re-
tainer of the mission for six or seven
years—was one of our sawyers at one
time ; bas bad, time after time, severe
iliness, which, I believe, has been Dless-
ed to himj is now unable for much
work ; has had faithful warmng that his
ailment and his life may both terminate
together suddenly some day ere long;
and he appears, on the whole, to be look.
ing forward to, and preparing for his
change.

CAFFRARIA.

GOOD NEWS, OR THE SANCTION OF
GOVERNMENT GIVEN TO THE RE-
OPENING OF THE MISSION AMONG
THE GAIKAS.

In the Record for October last, it was
gtated that Sandilli, the chief of the
Gaikas, was willing that the missionaries
should resume their labours among his
people, and that the Rev Mr Cummniing
was waiting for the sanction of the Gov-
ernor.  Qur readers will be much grati-
fied to learn, from the following letter of
Mr Camming, dated 20th October, that
this sanction has now been granted, and
that the way is fully open for the re-
sumption of the mission. This good
news, coming, as it does, just when the
Revs Tiyo Soga-and Robert Johnston
are preparing to go forth to that region,
is fitted greatly to encouzage both them
and us. We accepted the offered ser-
vices of these esteemed brethren, in the
persuasion that the Lowd would find for
them in Caffravia a suitable place of
Iabour; and it is to us an exceedingly
cheering circamstance, to be assured that
the field is now ready, and is waiting
for them taoccupy it.  This,and various
other cansiderations which might be no-
ticed, fryluce us to indulge the expee
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tation that our brethren arc going out
with evident tokens of the divine favour,
and that this mission is about to be re-
sumed, in the new locality to which the
Gaikas have been removed, in circum-
stances that are full of promise.

“ 1 have much pleasure in transmitt-
ing to you a copy of the communication
which I have at length received respect-
ing the establishment of our mission am-
ong the Gaikas. The hearts of princes
are in the bands of the Lord. = Sinco
the period when the people as well as
the teachers of that mission were scat-
tered by the desolating powers of war, an
interval of much trial and anxiety has
been, I believe, endured by Loth.  All,
indeed, who have in any way been in-
terested in the existence andsupport of
that same mission, must in a measure,
have participated in feelings of a liko
anxiety. The cloud which hasso long
hung over it is now beginning to dis-
perse; and 1 trust that i due time the
scene will shine with a brightness more
cheering and more beantiful than on any
previous period of'its history.

When the messenger brought the com-
munication, it was acompanied bya press-
ing letter from Dunkwana, in name of
the people of our mission now living at
Peelton,to mie, to visit them immediately,
and take steps for securing the objeet o
auspiciously granted. Their joy is ex-
uberant that the Lord's time for favour
has nowapparently come.  Sandilli has
been inquiring why itisthat L have been
so long in building the but upon the
Emgwali, that scals the occupation of
our mission to that place. The delay
connected with the Gosernor’s sanction
to hisconsent was™ the reply given to
this query, The season for sowing has
conmnenced, and many of the people de-
site to break up ground at the new
station. Responding to the general de-
sire thus expressed, I have made arran-
gements (1. V.) to go into Cailieland

‘next week with the waggon, accom-

panied with Mrs Cumming.

ARRIVAL, OF THE REV. WIL-
LIAM ELLIS AT MAURITIUS.
We have the pleasure to_announce

that our esteemed riend Mr Ellis reach-

ed this Is'and in safty, on hisreturn from

Madagascar, the 2ud  December, and

from his latest communication, dated tho

27th of that month, it appears that he
had made preparations for leaving Mau-
vitius about the 8th of Janaary, en route



1857. The Missionary Register. 191

for England, where he expected to ar-
rive during the present mounth.

Full partienlars resy ecting Mr Tllis’s
importaut visit to the capital ot Madag-
ascarare, of nevessity, reserved until his
return, Lut, in the meantime, it may gra-
tify our friends to learn the following
facts.

On the 5th of August, our friend,ac-
companied by tome of the native officers,
deputed for the purpose, left the Port of
Tamatave for the capital, and, aftersur-
mounting the difficulties of the journey,
he entered Antananarivo on the 25th of
that mouth. 1lere he met with a most
cordial reception from the Prince Royal,
and the principal nobles and officers vied
with cach other in manifesting their res-
peet and goud-will to their visitor.  Dur-
ing his stay Mr Ellis also enjoyed many
opportunitics for mecting the Christians,
and ascertaining highly interesting par-
ticulars regarding their past history and
future prospects. e was also favour-
ed with an audience of the Queen, and

rartook of the hospitalities of the court.
hvm;\ thing in fact was doue by the au-
thorities, and especially by the Prince,
to wamfust their appreciation of the vi-
sit, and their desire to render it agreea-

ble. 'The invitation, however, had been
strietly limited to a wmonth, and Mr Illis
most thankfully embraced the favoura-
ble opportunity for bevoming personally
acquainted with the excellent Prince
and the native Christians ; but he found
with regret that he would not be prmit-
ted to extend the period of bis stay, and
consequently at the end of the month
he took leave of his hospitable entertain-
ers, and with the same marked courtesy
and attention that had been shown to him
ou his journey down to the Capital, he
was accompanied back to Tamatave.

Whatever may be the result of Mr El-
lis's visit, as a means in preparing the
way for the ultimate resumption ot Mis-
sionary operations in Madagascar, it is
certain that much valuable information
has been obtained respecting the people
and the circumstances of the country,
which conld not have heen acquired oth-
erwise than by personal inquiry and in-
gpection 3 and whenever, in the good
providence of God, Madagascar shall
again be thrown open to the free spread
of the Gospel, the agents to be employ-
ed in the good work will thus be enabl-
cd to go forth under circumstances of
pecaliar advantage.—Jbid.

News of the Church. ‘

OrrNing or THg SeMiNary.—The
Philosiphical classes of the Synod’s Sem-
inary were opened on the 3rd ult. A
beavy snow storm prevented the atten-
dance of the members ot the Committee §
and Professor MeCulloch, owing to the
state of his health was not able to deliver
the introductory lecture.  The total
number of young men in attendance
is sixteen, of whom huwever two are only
.attending the languages, preparatory to
entering as regular students.  Of the
fourtcen regularly curolled students,
seven ave in the first year of the course,
five in the second and two in the fourth.

Presentatiox 1o Mg McKav.—
We have much pleasure in vecording
that the young people of Parrsboro’and
Macean have presented to their pastor,
Rev James MeG. McKay, as a New
Years gitt, a superior sleigh and a very
fine Buitulo Robe.  Such cvidences of
the appreciation of pastoral services
anust be oxtremely gratifying to the min-

isters of whose care, and diligence in
discharging the duties of the ministerial
relation they afford such strong proof.

Carnrs.—Mr John Currie, preacher
of the Gospel has aceepted a call from the
Congregation of Maitland.

The vongregation of Xconomy and
Five Islands have given a unanimous
call to Mr Alexr. Cameron, preacher of
the Gospel.

Neotices, Ackinowleadgieents,&c
Monies reecived by the Treasurer from
20th February to 20th Murch, 1857 -~
1857. LForayn AMission.
Feb 22, ITugh MceDonald. Esq,
S River. Anugonishe £2 0 0
Mar 5. 3 W Dawson, Profes-
sor McGilt's College,
Mountreal . 1 5§ 0
{lome Alission .
Mar 9. Anmapolis, per Rev J
L Murdoch

5 7 6

J & J Yorston acknowledge veceipt of
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3s 1d from William Fraser, teacher,
Bceotch Hill, for the Foreign Mission.
Picton, March 20, 1857,

Robert Smith, Truvo, acknowledges the
receipt of the following :—
Annual Missionary colleetion,
Truro congregation £24 0 O
Foreign Mission,
Ladies of South Branch, South
Side, Upper Stewincke, omit-
ted lust full, 30 vds flannel 117
Mrs W Dunlop,South Branch,
Stewiache, 12 yds print
Mrs R G Ruiherford, 8% yards
cloth 12
Mrs R II Smith, 6 yds flannel 7

(-
oW O o

The Rev J Cameron acknowledges the
receipt of the following sums in aid of the
Seminary. received from the Nine Mile
River section of the congregation since
Inst meeting of Synod :—

John Iisher £1 5 0
Donald MeDonald, senr 1 00
Win Iisher, 1s¢ 110 0
Alexander Thompson, Esq 1 00
Lvan McDonald 10 0
Terance Canty 4 00
Alexnnder Ferguson 210 0
Joseph Caldwell 210 0
Alexander McPhee, Esq 1 00
James Fraser 1 0 0
James Thompson, junr 1 00
" Alexander Grant 1 00
Mrs Wm Fisher 70

Primitive Congregational Financial Re-
port for year ending 23rd Februavy, 1857 :
Paid for congregational pur-

poses £206 1 2
Paid for other religious pur-
poses 11915 1

A present of a new dwelling

house to their pastor 355 0 0

£680 16 3
New Glasgow, 18th March, 1857.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS —Received from
Shubenacadie. 40s; from Rev James Me-
Lean, 10s; from Mr Sommerville's con-

.greganon Western Cernwallis, and others

friendly to the cause, in aid of the Bazaar
to be held at Cheverie in antumn toward
finishing the Presbyterian Church, £10 6s

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for Chiistian Instructor and
Risstonary Ifr;(]iolw‘ for the carrent year ;—
Rev J L Murdoch £3
Rev J Cumeron 6 16
Mrs P Stewart !
John Burton 5
George Blanchard 5
Robert Marshall 10

W

3
6
0
0
0

April.

George McCarty 1 6
. Samuel Tupper 5 0
Mrs Morrison 5 0
Donald Murray 5 o
Jumes B Oxley 5 0
George P Oxley 5 ¢
Wm Graham 5 0 0
Miss Mitchell 5 0
Miss Bremner 5 0
Rev James Waddell 0 0
Jonathan Blanchard, 1856 5 0
John Miller 71 8

Boards, Standing Commit-
tees, &c.

Bourd of Home Missions.—Rev Profesror
Ross, Rov Messrs Patterson, Watson and
Walker, together with the Preshytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim-
itive Church. Rev George Patterson, Se-
eretary

Bourd of Foreign Missions—XRev Mersrs
Buaxter, Kier, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Wat-
son, and Waddell, and Messrs Ebeneczer
McLeod and Daniel Cameron, of Wess
River; A. Fraser, of New Glasgow, and
John Yorston, of Pictou. Secyetary, Rev
J. Bayne.

Educational Beard—Chairman, Rev J.
Bayne. Treasurer, Abram Patterson, Esq.
Secreiary, Rev James Ross.

Seminary Board—Tne Professors, ex
officio. Rev Messrs McCulloch, Baxter,
E. Ross, Wyllie, Cameron and McKay,
and sMesrs Robert Smith, David McCur-
dy and Isanc Fleming. My McCulloch,
Convener.

Committee-of Bills and Overtures—Rev
Messes Bayne, Roy, and McGilvray, and
Mr Jas. McGregor. Mr Bayne, Convener.

Committee of Correspondence with Evan-
gelical Churches.—Rev Messvs B Ross,
Baxter and Wyllie.  Mr Ross, Convener.

Terms of the Instructor and
Register.

Instructor and REGISTRR, single co-
pies, 53 each. Any person ordering six
copics, and becoming responsille for six
copies, will receive one free.  For Register,
single copies, 15 6d cach, six copics to one
address at 1s 3d each. One ndditiona’ sens
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
partics wish them addressed sing'y, 1s 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 1o the
Rev George Patrerson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
the 10th of the month preceding publica-
tion. Small notices may be sent 10 Wim or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Ilalifax, up till
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwarded
to Mr James Barnes. Remittances may
also be sent to the Synod Treasurer.




