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THE PRESBYTERIAN,

AUGUST, 1867.

So much matter has accumulated owing

to the space devoted last month to the pro-

ceedings of Synod &c., that we think it advisable to refrain from any editorial comments

in this number.
will be left over.

Even with the additional room thus lcft, several articles now in type
We would remind contributors that comwunications reccived after

the 15th., cannot appear until the mouth fullowing that for which they are intended.

.

Hefos of onr Ehure).

Ispterion At Brock.—The Presbstery of |
Toronty met at the Chuarch in Erock un Thurs- |
day the 11th of July, fur the purpuse of induct-
ing the Rev. Arcbibald Currie, late Minister
of Cote St. George, to the Charge of Brock. |
The day wwas delightful, and a crowded house
awaited the arrival of the Members of the Pres-
bytery. Rev. D. J. Macdonell, B.D., Minister
of Peterbory, preached an cloquent and appro-
priatadiscourse from 1st Corinthians, c. i, 1.2,
“Tnto the Church of God which is at Curinth,
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, .
called to be Saints, with all that in cvery place
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
botb theirs and ours,” and the usual furmalities
having bee. gone through with, Mr. Carrie was
daly inducted to the Pastoral charge of this
important congregation, which had been vacart
since the translation of the former Minister to
Markham in March, 1566. The Pastor was ap-
propriately addressed ia reference to his dutics
by the Rev. Wm. Cleland, Minister of Scott
and Uxbridge, and the people were addressed
Witk regand to their daties as a Coungregation,
first, in English by the Rev. Juha Camgpbell,
Minister of Markhham, (and furmer Pastor of
this Congregation,) and then in Gaelic by the
Rev. Neil Macdougall, Minister of Eldon. The
unanimity with which they Lasce united in the
call to their new Minister, and the decp inter-
€3t manifested by the people on the day of his
indoction, augurs well for the fature prosperity
of the Congregation. They are numcruus, and
quite able to susta in a creditablc maaner
the ordinances of religion among them.  Near-
Iy all the difficaltics, which arc usaally en
countered by new Congregations, hase already
been surmoanted under the gaidance, and by
theself-sacrifice and perseveniag effurts of thar
former Minister, so that now Mr. Carric entess
the field under favourabic ciccamstances, to
exemplify the teuth of the Scriptaral proserb,
" One soweth, and another reapeth.”  May the l
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, charge of that Church and congregation.

Lord of the harvest bless abundantly his
labours among them, so that in due time * he
that soweth and Le that reapeth may rejuice

! together.”

Evpox.—/nduction of the Rer. Nie! McDoy-

, §all, late of Glengarry.—On  Wednesday the
, 19tk June, 1867, the Presbytery of Toronto
, met in St Andrew's Church, Eldon, and induct-

ed the Rev. Mr. McDougall into the pastoral

The
Church was crowded to uverflowing, so much

. So that many who were unable b gain admit-
, tance had to stand outside.

There must have

been about § 7 present,  As the congregation

. is Highland o~cottish there was a miniature

gathering of the clans to witness the interes-
tag procecdings, and tu shuw their esteem for
their fature spiritual guide. The Rev. Dr.
Barclay presided, and preached a vters able
and appropriate discourse, and thereafier induct-
cd Mr. McDougall, who received the right hand ot
fellowship from the brethrex present. Suitable
addresses were then given to pastor and people,
and at the close of the solemn services Mr. McDou-
gall received a most enthasiastic weicome {rom
his large and influcntial congregation. Itis to
be lLoped the Rev. gentlemau will prove a
worthy successor to the late cxcellent and
csteemed M. McMurchie. it must be very
gratfsing to the fricnds of our Church to know
that Mr. McDougall caters upon Lis new field
of laboar under the most favoarable auspices.
He isavery popular Galic preacher. (The Rer.
Nicl McDougall is a native of Oban, Argyle-
sh.re, Scotland. He stadied at the University of
Glasguw and took alively interest in the High-
lands. He was for ycars president of the
Ossianic Suciety in Glasgow,and whenadisinaty
stadent he gained & prize of $59 for the best
Gxlic sermon—a prize open to all diviaity
stadents in the Synod of lavernrs, Scot
land).
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1. AxpREW's Cuyrett, Orrawa.—We under-
¢. .nd that steps ave already being taken to ob-
ta.u 4 successor to Dr. Spence over this im-
purtant cungregativn, and that their first choice
has fallen upon Rev. D. J. Macdonnell B.
D., Minister of Peterboro, whose sermon befure
the Syned in June made so faveurable an
smpression, whum they have unanimously
invited to become a cand.date.

St. Axperw’s Canrren Kixcarpise (OxTaR10).
—On Sabbath, the 30th of June, by appoint-
ment of the Presbytery of Guelph, this church
wa3 preached vacant by the Rev. Mr. Muir of
Galt, the reverend gentleman preaching three
times. It is no flattery to Mr. Muir when we
say that he delivered three admirable dis-
courses, and tbat his comments on the three
preliminary chapters which he read, were very
instructive and much appreciated. At the
morning service the church was so crowded
that very many could not find seats or even an
entrance, and therefore had to go away.

It must be very gratifsing to the friends of
our Church to know that notwithstanding the
secession of the iate pastor of St. Aundrew's
Church here, the Revd. A. Dawson, L. A, tothe
Canada Presbyterian Church, the Congrega-
tion is determined to keep together.

Kincardine is an excellent field for & young
man, and whoever may be minister of our church
here will find that they are a kind and united
people, and devotedly attached to the Church
of their fathers.

. Larrairie.—The Congregation of St. An-

drew’s Church, Laprairie, have again the plea-

sure of cxpressing their thanks to the Misses
Neil McIntosh, Bute House, Montreal, and to

the young ladies in their seminary, for the very |

handsome donation of forty dollars towards
the Manse Fund.

This sum 15 part of the proceeds of a bazaar
which was held at the close of the school for
the season. Several other churches have also
been cheered by receiving valuable aid from
this source.

Toroxto. — Robert Jardine, B. D, a licen-
tiate of our charch, who has beea traselling in
the Mother Country fur a year past, before set-
iting down to the work of the minustry in this
his native land, has rcturned to Canada, and
after filling several of the pulpits of Montreal
for a few Sundays, with mach acceptance, has
procecded to the mission field within the bounds
of the Presbytery of Toronto, where he will
dovubtless render good service to the church.

PresesTATiON.—After the weekly meeting
for prayer, the ladices of the Congregation of St.
Andrew’s Church, Guelph, C. W. mect, and
through Mr. Massic, superintendent of the Sab-
bath School, presented their worthy and re-
spected pastor with a rich silk pulpit gown,
cassock and pulpit Bible, and th¢ following ad-
dress.

To the Rez. John Hogg,

Rrv. axp Drar Sin—Nine yvears have elapsed
since in the prosidence of the giver of every
good gift 3uu were cafled to the pastoral charge
of this congregation, and daring that period we
hase witnessed how wath all faithfulness, ability
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and zeal you have discharged the onerous duties
of your sacred office.

In your Sabbath day ministraticns, in your
week day visisitations, in Sour unwearied atten-
tion and sympathy tothe sick, in your care and
aflection for the young, in your solicitude for
the eternal interestsof all the flock over which
the Huly Ghust bas made you an overseer, you
have given gratifying cvidence that your ear-
nest desire and prayer is the promotion of the
glery of God in tho salvation of souls.

At the request of the ladies of the congrega-
tion I have the honour and pleasure of present-
ing you on their behalf with this pulpit gown,
cassock and Bible, as a sincere, although very
inadequate, testimony of their respect and es-
teem. The donors, and I am sure the congre-
gation at large, join in the earnest desire and
fervent prayer that you may be long spared to
wear ths gift, and to labour as you have here-
tofore laboured for the spiritual welfare of your
people, JaxEs Massik.

Un behalf of the ladies of St. Andrew’s Church.

Misstox Cuurcst at PortLaND, St. JonN.—
In March, 1865, it was resolved to establish a
Mission Station in Portland, a suburb of St.
John, N.B. Mr. Caie was sent out by the
Colonial Committee to labour there and in
Rothesay. Onc of the first tasks he set himself
was to orgaunise a Sabbath School, and the
services of Mr. H. T. Ames, were secured for
the object, a gentleman in every way qualified.
Beginuing with twenty scholars, the first an-
nual examination shuwed a list of one hundred
and twenty.  Mr. Ames, who possesses & know-
ledge of, and the ability to teach music, made
this an important part of the training. Besides
the benefits to the children of the practice
itself, it became a source of revenue, and they
acquired so great a mastery of the art, that
their services were often asked for at sacred
concerts. A considerable sum was required for
Catechisms, Bibles, a Libracy, &¢. The concerts
yielded about S21¢, the greater part of which
was laid out for books, and a handsome contri-
bution given to the Church now in course of
erection. The plate collection of the children
amounted last year to $103, donations $37, and
the library now contains four hundred and fifty
volumes, about fifty volnmes having been pre-
seated by the Sabbath School of St. Andrew’s
Church (Rev. Dr. Donald's). The proceeds of
a lecture by Mr. Ames, and a collection taken
up on Sunday eveaing the Tth of July, put the
schoul free of debt, leaving a balance in band.
The number of scholars now on the roll is two
hinndred and fifty, with twelve male and cight-
teen female teachers. On the Tth ultimo, the
second anniversars was held. The singing,
recitations of passages from the Bible, Hymns,
&c., were admirably given, and showed an
amonnt of training by the teachers, and an ap-
titude for learning by Jthe pupils, that were
must encouraging. One little girl repeated the
whole of the 45th chapter of Issinh withont a
single crror. This was the longest, but the
, other shorter exercises, some by very young
\ children, were cqually correctly given. The
y Church new in course of crection is built partly
from funds derived from the sale of St. Stephen’s
Church, the Congregatioa of which was broken

——— e —— - — o ——— ———
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up some years ago. The antount now nvailable
from that source is $9,500, the total sum of
$18,000 being required for Church and site.
Mr. Caie has raised by subscription about
$4,000, and the proceeds of a bazaar amounted
to $2,000. 1t js intended %0 have the Church,
if possible, opened free of debt, the population
including a large number of poor.

Burist  owvusia.—The following letters
have been received by the Rev. Mr. McDonnell,

Fergus, in answer to cnquiries regarding the |

state of the Church in British Columbia. We
have no doubt they will be read with interest.

St. Andrew’s Church, Victoria,
British Columbia 30th. April 1867.
Rev. AND Dear Sin.—Your letter of the 19th.
February aas been received by the Rev. Mr.
Sommerville, and he has handed it to me, as

Secretary of the Church, to answer, he Limself .

being unable, on account of other pressing busi- |

ness, to reply by this mail.

I would tberefore offer to you on behalf of !

the members and adherents of the Cimrch of
Scotland in this colony our thanks for the inter-
est evinced by you in the progress of the
Church bere.

It is a matter of regret that your executive
Committee did not carry out the resolution of
vour Syaod of 1862 to establish a mission, as
since then no such favourable opportunity bas
occurred. At that time, as you arc no doubt
aware, there was a great immigration hither
and many Scotch families of good social stand-
ing, on arrival, joined the Cburch of England
from the simple reason that there was no Scotch
church. If the Church of Scotland in 1862 had
built a place of worship it would now have beld

itis, our congregation is equal 1o any other
here, potwithstanding that many influential
members have been lost to us through the
apparent apathy and indecision of the Church.
Io 1863 the Church sent a missionary here, and
in 1864 the General Assembly authorised the
best endeavours ‘ by special subscriptions to
promote the building of a Church at Victoria ™
hut Mr. Sommerville receiving a call (through
the Colonial Committee) from the First Presby-
terian Church, and accepting the same, checked
1hose efforts. Now, however, that the Church
bas again undertaken the mission, the deliver-
ance of the General Assembly above quoted is
10 be pur in force, and I am of the opinion that
your Synod should do the same and act upon
their resolution of 1862.

I am glad to see that you look upon this as
a suitable mission field for the Synod of Cana-
ds, and if; as is earnestly hoped by the people
here gencrally, we be admitted cre long into
tbe Confederation, it will then Le doubly the
province of the Church in Canada to make this
a field for missionary operations.

As you remark, one minister is quite inade-
quate to the task of properly representing the
Charch in this colony, for besides New West-
minster and Cariboo which you nam , there are
Corvichan and Comox, risit.o agrizultural set-
tements,and Narra.mo, a mining village of over
500 iphabitants. A grealnroportion of our colon-
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ists are Scotch, and many of them have lived in
Carada, and the Eastern Provinces, The Epis-
copalians bave missionar;es in nearly all those
places I have mentioned. The Church of Eng-
land and the Church of Rome have both aca-
demic Institutions here, and it should certainly
be the aim of the Church of Scotland to have
something of the same kind. At present we
have no public School System, and the youth of
the colony are in a weasure dependent on those
two bodies for their education.

I will not say more but leave it to Mr.
Sommerville more fully and definitely to answer
your esteeised letter.

I remain, Res. and dear Sir,
Your faithful Servant,
Jaues Buas.

Victoria; British Columbia.
23th April, 1867,
Rev. &vp Dear Sm.—1I am in receint of your
note of February 19th, and the delay of the
steamer over night has unexpectedly given me
the opportunity of shortly answering it by thiz
mail. I have received much encouragement by
its arrival. It cnables me to realise that the
eyes of the Church are upor the work in this

, Place, and that baving taken a clear and well

defined position for the Church of Scotland in
this colony, I will not be left single handed and
solitary to fight the battle.

You mention that the Synod of Canada atits
meeting in 1862 agreed to enter upon the work
here, but that the proposal was not carried out,
Is it not strange that the General Assembly in
Scotland, in May, 1864, passed an act o raise
special funds for the building of a church in
Victoria, and that through causes accidental,
italso has not been taken advantage of till the

. Fresent.  Ie my opinion, the Synod of Canada
by far the largest congregation in this city. As ' '

could not do better, than just what the Colonial

. Committee have determined to do—=fall back

! upou its old resolution.

The Church at home
was led away from its purpose by representa-

. tions from what was called the First Presby-

terian Church ia this place, and much time hasg
been lost. The colony was then in a high
state of prosperity, and any efforts made,
would have been enthusiastically supplemented
by the colonists. The colony is now depressed,
and cothusiasm bas been allowed to cool if
not repelled by partial neglect. 1 believe the
tide of adversity has now turned, and it is not
too late if a strong effort be made. The
Colonial Committec have appointed another
missionary, who is now, I believe, on the way
out. For some months he takes my piace in
Victoria, whilst I itinerate to make myselfl
better acquainted with the field. At present I
am of opinion that he will assist me in Vie-
toria and preach at Craigflower a district near
this, and, where if a Church were built, the
Presbyterisns in Her Majesty’s Fleet, stationed
at Fsquimalt would also attend.

QOn this Isiand there are two other settle-
ments, where the Presbyterians ardently desire
and arc willing partially to support a minsster.,
Fird. Corvichan—a large and fertile agricul-
tural district about thirty miles from Victoria,
rapidly increasing in population. We ought to
have a minister here. If 2 Chureh were ereeted
at Maple Bay, there are thirty families within,
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a circuit of two miles who would attend it,
with others from a greater distance. If the
Church in Canada send aminister, I could have
a small Church erected within a month after
his arrival. The settlement is open for occu-
pation. In the whole district there is only one
minister—an Episcopalian, and he is stationed
at the other extreme, whilst the intervention
of a lake prevents the popalativn arvund Maple
Bay attending. Sccond. Comox, 50 miles
further North—where there are numerous set-
tlers, and no Church of any denomination.
The flourishing town of Narraimo has a popula-
tion of 500, Yut there is stationed within it,
the only Presbyterian minister besides iwyself
in this colony, a representative of the Free
Church of Canada, I believe another would
find a ready welcome, but where so many other
places are open, it might prove ungracious to
send another minister there, until the issue of
the present experiment isscen. I may mention
that the Church initiated jn Narraimo yroposes
itself as undenominational—not 1 cunneclion
with any Cburch—a policy #hich is better in
name than in practice.

In British Columbia there is Caribboo with a
population in summer of 3,000—in winter of
onc thousand ; Here there is 2 Roman Catholic
priest, well supported because he is alone in
the place. The Episcopalian clergyman came
dowp the winter before last and never returned.
The United Church of Canada had a minister
here for one year, who did much good, but he
was withdrawn in 1865, from this field of
acknowledged usefulness to New Westminster,
which position he volantarily relinquished, and
went home by the last steamer.

I am certain that a good minister sent to
Caribboo would be handsomely supperted.
The population is highly intelligent and
generous, and an able and pious man would
find bis bands strengthened by many leal
hearted men. 1 personally kpnow many who
would willingly work to aid him. It is my in-
tention to go up this summer to *represent the
claim™ for our Church. The great complaint
has been that the ministers only came up fur a
little moncy during the snmmer, apd weat
away, so 1 will urge them to get a minister of
their own. I will try to get up a call, and if the
Synod of Canada has amiaister here by that
time he may receive it. 1 will at all events
forward it cither to the Colonial Committee,
the Synods of Nova Scotia, Canada or New
Brunswick, as the desire of the members may
direct. If it pleases your Synod to despatcha
representatise at once to Caribboo, most will-
ingly would Iact in barmony with him. Asthe
first in the ficld be would hzave the claim, to
what in my opinion is the most promising
position. There is good and easy conveyance
to Caribboo, there are many familics already
there, and the conditions of life are as comfor-
table as in Victoria. in regard to the pros-

|

pects of Caribbou, [ may mention that whilst .

large “strikes™ arc not so frequent asin 1863
that its vicld is steadier, and affords a surer re-
tarn to the working miner. Many by entering on
“fluming,” ¢ tunnelling™ and ¢ quartz work-
g " find, if not such hasty returns, a more
permaneant and profitable means of indastry.
New Westminster is the capital of the colony.
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It has at present a population of 1000, There
are large Episcopal and Roman Catholic
Churches, a Methodist Church, and a very
commodious edifice, called St. Andrew’s Chur.b.
In this there officiated for two years the minig-
ter now at Narraimo, supported by the United
Cburch of Canada, when he left, the minister
formerly at Caribboo, took his place apd re-
mained above & year, until be went home about
a month ago.

I have thus given in detail a description of
the various places, where it may appear
probable that a missiun would flourish, in order
that the members of your Synod may have
good foundatioa for any action they may take.

As you state, the Church of England, and
the Church of iyme have each an academic
Institution at Victoria: indeed, the education
of the young is almost entirely in their hands.
There are two Free Schools, attended by the chii-
dren of the humbler classes, but even these have
been stopped, owing to the d2pressed condition
of the colony. At the well conducted Board-
ing Schools of these denominaticns, all the
more advanced children receive their education
as well as wmany from the American side of
Puget Sound : an institution of the same kind,
started in connection with our Church, would
occasion litile expense. The fee fur board and
education is $30 per month, for education with-
out board $10 per month. A gentleman and
his wife would bz required to superintend it.
A lady, who has established such a school for
young ladies in her home, finds it pay remark-
ably well. There i3 at present in Victoria, an
excellent opportunity for the better class of
boys school, say what is called a Grammar
Schoul in the old country. The abolition . f
the free school, reifders the prospect of success
sure. At the collegiate (Church of England)
only thirty pupils attend and difficulties in re-
gard to the R. C. School cause it to be less
popular than it was. If your Synod could
establish a school of this character, it would
prove highly useful and very successful. The
teacher must be a good scholar, and of gentle-
manly habits. The rent of a suitable building
would at present be $15 or $20 per month and
the fce should be S4 per month—that at the
other schools is $5.

The colony is not yet in & condition to aim
at any institution suitable for the training of
candidates for the ministry, but I will not let
slip your suggestion.

In conclus.un need I re-echo the cry, ¢ come
over and help us.” A Territory so wide andso
long neglected has surely claims upon your at-
tention. The Chuarch of England bas ministers
by the scorc, schools, and catechists, the
Church of Raome has about fifty zcalous
workers in the colony, and the Free Church of
Canada two, and the Methodist Church four,
and the Church of Scotland only one, and he,
far from sirong and almost discouraged. This
is not as it should be. Scattered over these
hill sides and valleys arc her numerous adher-
ents from the old country, from Canada, New
Brunswick and Noca Scotia, s truc and as leal
s the members of any other denomination. We
boast that the day of her lethargs bas gonc
past. Let her up to the rescue then in the name
of the Lourd. Let her set up the old flag of the
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¢ovenant, and willing hearts will gather around

it: late ag sho is in the field, her prospects of ;
usefulness are greater than those of even

richer Churches, bere in Victoria, the Church
of only seven months age is strong and flour-
ishing, ready to assist others if opportunity !
presents.  The population here is one that will |
appreciate her piety, her liberty and beautiful |
order, and I do fervently hope and pray that l
before the year is out, instead of one solitary i
congregation, wo will have the Presbytery of |
the Church of Scotland in British Coiumbia. I !
cannot understend how when the other Church !
inCanada has bhad two labourers here, your |
Synod should not have had one. May this |
atain upon its escutcheon speedily be wiped off.

Do you ask me what I would recomumend to |
be immediately done ? Send one minister, With
instructions to take up the field either in
Caribboo, or Corvichan, and & Grammsar School
teacher. Or if the arrangements for the latter
cannct be completed speedily enough, two
n;’iuisters, one for Caribboo and one for Corvi-
chan.

What you do, do quickly—1I believe that the
appointment of a special collection for this\
mission will give you all the funds you re-
quire. If two ministers ure sent, perhaps the
8ynods of the East could together mature some
plan for the Grammar Schootl.

Iam,
Rev. Dear Sir,
Most sincerely yours.
Thomas Somerville.

[
|
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hope. He had no fea: of death. His brethren
in the session will long cherish grateful recol-
lections of him. At a meeting shortly after his
death they put on record an expression of their

. sense of his worth.

MINISTERS WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUND.

Cote St. George, per the Rev. Arch. Currie. . ... 8 6.00
London, per the Rev. $rancis Nicol. ........... 12.00
£18.00
ARCII. FERGUSON,
Treasurer,
Montreal, 15th July, 1867.
FRENCH MISSION FUND.
Almonte, vacant, [{)rr Rev. J. K McMonne...., $28.(0
| Tossorontio, por Alex. Maclenuan.. .. ......... 8.00
Beckwith, per Rev. Walter Ross................. 14.00
Laprairie, =« Barr. ool Ll 3.00
Fergus, per A. D. Fordyce, Esqu................ 17.68
| Perth, per Rov. Wm. Bain..... ..........000 30.00
810258
ARCH, FERGUSON,
Treasurer.

Montresl, 15th July, 1567.

BURSARY SCHEME.
Williamstown, additional, per J. Dingwall, Esq. ﬁ.oo

Portemouth, near Kingstou. ....... ...... ¢--r. 40.00
Woolwich, per Rev. James Thom.. .......o.... 4.00
Vaughan, per Rev. W. Aitken........." """ 5.00

A Fricnd, for 1868, per Mr. S. McMorine, of
Almonte ......... oo e 28
JOHN PATON,
.. Treasurer.
Kingston, 15th July, 1567.

JUVENILE MISSION.
Already acknowledged

IN MEMORIAM.

Dzati or Mr. Jouy McAnrtnur. — Died at
Beckwith on the 13th June, John McArthur, in
the 66th year of his age. The deceased was a
native of Comrie, Perthshire, Scotland. He
emigrated to Canada and settled in Beckwith
in 1818 ; and was ordained an élder of the Pres-
byterian Church of Cacada in connection with
the Church of Scotland in 1846. He was highly
resjected by all who knew him. He was a kind
neighbour, a sincere friend, a devout christian,
and a faithful office-bearer in the church. His

F. M. (anomymous) for Canadian Scheol
“ For Zenora Mission

St. Andrew’s Sabbath School, Thorab, for sup-
‘[ﬁ;’ of Alexandrs, Thorah, per J. Proctor,

——

8257
. JOON PATON,
Treasura®
Kingston, 15th July, 1867.

HOME MISSSON CONTINGENT FUND.
Perth, for Rev. William Bain.................. &20.00:
WILLIAM CROIL.
Secy. Treas. Temporalities Board.

death, like his life, was peaceful and fuil of

Montreal, 15th July, 1867.

Qrtrcles @onmunicated,

THE NEW DOMINION.

HE 1st of July, 1867, a day
so important to the future
of our young country, has
come and gone. It bhas
been looked forward to with
* cager expectation, ushered in
by the sweet and solemnn strains
of the National Anthem nising
on the quict midnight, by the
joyous chimes of bells ringing cheerily
through the fresh bright morning air.
while in our large towns, gay processions,

foating banners, martial perades, the firing
of cannon, combived to do honour .to
the day on which was announced by royal

‘proclamation the union 0. all the fair

!

| Provinces of British North America.

People have celebrated a day devoted to
, Joyous recreation in the various ways con-
 genial to their various tastes, by games, by
excursions, by happy picnics among the
woods and waters of our fair and ide-
; spreading ¢ New Dominion,” and have laid
{ up, we may trust, stores of pleasant
, memories to entwine with the day which
ushered us into a new stage of national
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existence. May the day itself, so bright,
go joyous, so full of the rich maturity of
summer beauty and peace, be a happy
omen of the era it inaugurated.
Yet in the cclebration of the day, whoie-
souled and enthusiastic as it was, there
was one deficiency which could not but
make itself paivfully felt by those who feel
that “except the Lord build the house they
labour in vain that build it,” that all our
hopes, and plans, and projects for the
advancement of our country must come to
nought unless ¢ God, even our own God
shall bless us.”” It would have been a noble
spectacle, becoming surely to our position
as a professed Christian nation, and full of
happy augury for our future, had that
bright July morning beheld our Canadian
people assembling together with one heart
to implore a blessing from the God of our
fathers upon the vew prospects opening be-
fore us. Une would think that the experi-
ence of even the last few years would have
taught us that our destinies are not in our
own hands, and that without the blessing
of Him who rules the seasons, even the
earth will not yield her increase. But,
from whatever cause, our senators did not
seem to think of the need of a public
national recognition of this truth, and our
City Councils and Celebration Committees
were far too much occupied with the
arrangement of appropriations, the procur-
ing of fire-works &e., &c., to think of any-
thing so impractical as hallowing the day
by a solemn religious service. One or two
suggestions indeed were made on the sub-
ject and in one place at least, a Upion
Prayer Mecting took its place among the
celebrations of the day; we may be sure
too that from many Christian hearts and
&hristian families arose fervent prayers that
the future of our beloved land might be
blesced by IHim whose blessing alone
maketh rich; yet it is none the less true
that, as a nation, we entered upon this new
stage of national existence without any
reference to the God who guides the
destinies of nations as well as of men. No
- blessing from on high has been publicly in-
voked, to hallow the new order of things,
po united thanksgivings offered to Him
whose over-ruling Providence bas brought
about what we hope to be for the welfare
and advancement.of our country.

Among the heathen Grecks and Romans,
any such public event would have been in-
augurated by sacrifices and libations, by
consultations of the auguries and invoca-
tions of the divinities .who, they believed
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controlled their destinics. Among the
Jews living in, as we are inclined tc think,
a light so much less clear than our (wn, we
know that great national events were
consecrated by solemu sacrifice, by thanks-
givings and supplications to the God of
Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob. But now,
after eizhteen centuries of the brighter
light of the Gospel dispensation have
shone upon the world, we feel no necessity
for invoking the Divine blessing on our
public acts, for asking divine interposition
as a Christian nation, in our national con-
cerns.  We may not so express it, possibly
in our thoughts, but it amounts to the
practical expression of the feeling that we
have done cnough if we pay a certain
amount of respect to the outward rites of
religion, and that the Divine aid and guid-
ance which it is a most important feature
of our Christian faith to believe that God
gives to His people, is something which
lies out of our ordinary life altogether, and
with which we can very well dispense.
It is a sad state of matters when our
boasted Christianity sinks into practical in-
fidelity, and onc that augurs but ill for our
real prosperity while the ecternal words
stand true * Them that honour me, I will
honour.”

The results of Confederation, while still
somewhat vague, are likely to be eminently
favoucable to our material advancement.
Cunsolidating the powers and resourcesof the
provinces and giving unity to our acts and
interests and a fresh impulse to our deve-
lopment, commercial, scientifie, military and
cducational ; there can be no doubt, that in
spite of some drawbacks, the act jvst ac-
complished wil! tend greatly to raise our
position as a people. But in connection
with these results there rests upon every
individual of our people no small responsi-
bility. As it is scarcely less true of nations
than of individuals, that the effects of
carly influences act with tenfold power
on their aftec development, it rests in
no small degree with the present people of
Canada to determine what its character
shall be, when succeeding generations shall
have made it, what it will in all pro-
bability become, a great nation. If evil
which might now easily be checked, is left
to increase till it has gained such hagni-
tude and power as to be almost beyond ha-
man interposition, if good that might be
done is left undone, while sclfish apathy
ties our hands and reduces us to inaction,
will not the guilt of such neglect rest upon
us who have thus abused our trust ?
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1t is not the materiul interests of Canada |
which are most likely to suffer from indif-
ference and apathy. To these we are in
general pretty wide awake. Rven as to the
question of military defence, with regard to
which we were long reproached with culpa-
ble carelessnese, (anada has been pretty
thoroughly aroused, and our gallant volun-
teers would vie with cach other in eager-
ness to repel the invader, should an enemy
attack our borders. Rut there are evils as
much greater and more enduring in their

results as moral interests exceed in impor- ’

tance physieal oner ; enemies far mare in-
sidious and destructive than any visibue foe
with whom we could be called upon to con-
tend.  And these enemies, if we love our
counti y, we are called upon to resist with
all the force we can muster. There is the
demon of Intemperance, stealing silently
throngh the land, marking out its thousands
of vietims, striking down with its deadly
aim some of our best and noblest, often
scarcely betraying its presence till the fatal
effects of its insidious influence are seen.
We may not indeed all agree upon the
question of total abstinence, but surely
there is no man with the heart of a chris-
tian and a patriot, who will not seek by
whatever means may seem to him the most
effectual, to discourage that habitual use of
intoxicating liquors which is already mak-
ing such ravages among us.  Zow to do so
is a serious problam and one to which scarce-
ly too much thought and energy can be
directed, and if, as’is natural, we do not all
arrive at the same solution, we can at least
give each other the right hand of fellow-
ship, and aid and encourage each other’s
efforts to follow out the common aim.

But if intemperance slays its thousands,
it is scarcely too much to say that worldli-
ness slays its ten thousands. It is the pre-
vailing sin and canker of the age, and in a
new country it is natural that its influence
should be even stronger than in an old one.
Where bare subsistence is often adesperate
struggle, where even a moderate portion of
the good things of life is usually so hardly
earned, it is perhaps not to be wondered at,
that these good things acquire “a most dis.
proportionate importance and engross far
100 much the minds of hard-working colo-
nists.  But there can be no doubt that the
insidious poison of worldliness s working
to a fearful extent among us, choking with
its rank growth the good seed which might
otherwise spring up a hundred-fold, blunt-
ing our perception of higher things, and
paral¥sing our cfforts towards real good, s

231

if aman's life covsisted in the abundance
of the things which Le possesseth, and not
in the perfection of his immortal nature,
reaching far beyond the things of time and
scuse inty the infinite vista of a certain
eternity ! Gold,—pusition,—advancement,
—these are really with the majority of us
the chief good, and that which is to last
when these are but empty echoes of the
pust, is too often, alas! forgotten.

It is oaly a natural sequence of worldli-
ness that pructical infidelity should inerease
and prevail.  When we become absorbed
in material interests we lose our realising
sense of the things unseen and eternal, and
losing this we practically lose our belief in
them, for we can scarcely be said to believe
what we do not in the least realise. Quy
faith in the Christianity which is our best
national heritage, is to a great extent be-
coming cold and lifeless. The religion we-
profess we cannot trust to work the marvels
which we are told it is commissioned to
accomplish.  “In this sign (the Ccross)
thou shult conquer,” no longer inspires our
efforts. 'We distrust it, whether for our-
selves or for others, and wheu faith by
which we might remove mountains is gone,
all is lost.

Then there are the dark shadows of
superstition and ignorance connected by
many invisible links with the evils already
mentioned, since wrong never stands alone
and isolated, but extends its tendrils and
connects itself in an intricate and al-
most indivisible network with other wWrongs.
Superstition indeed must necessarily  fol-
low where ignorance leads. It enters inio
every form of faith. It scarcely matters
much whether it consists in trusting to a
formula of words, or to a formula of out-
ward rites, the spirit is the same in both,
and “evangelical * formalism may be as
dangerous and soul destroying as the ritual-
istic or the Roman Catholic. ~ And it often
happens that hearts chilled and deadened
by worldliness'and practical infidelity fall
the readiest victims to a superstitious for-
mality.

That ignorance prevails to an increasing
extent in Canada, no one who knows
much of the population of our larze towes
will doubt. Our Common School system
is often proudly extolled. But our common
schools are na¢ doing the work they ought;
they do nat reach to the lowest strata of our
population j—it is to a great extent only
the children of the respectable who are
being educated.  Hundreds of children are
growing up in our cities, untaught and un-
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trained, growing year by year more degrad- | would such evils disappear from among us '
cd and confirmed in vagabond habits and | What a happy change might be cffected if
immo}'al practices which must humanly | even the members of our o Church, con-
sp.enl.uni;, in courseof time make them the | stituting so large, influcntial, and intelli-
criminals of our prisons and the curse | gent a portion of the Canadian people,—
of the country. By timely and energetic | were aroused to an cffectual sense of their
interposition this might be prevented,— | responsibilities, and, feeling that the mere
soon it will be too late, and by the natural | discharge of the ovdina yoduties of their
course of events the evil must grow and ! professions or worldly calling did not ex-
extend. There are numbers of families | haust all the claims devoling upon them,
now sinking in degradation who by prompt , were to endeavour with all their strength,
Christian aid might still be elevated, but ' as opportunities arose, to repress evil 2nd
who will soon otherwise form the nucleus : encourage good , appl’ying all scientific and
of an ever-increasing “ sunk population™ | political wisdom to the amelioration of what
as degraded and as difficult to reform as | is amiss, but, above all, bringing the truth
that toward which the Christians of Bri- ' of the everlasting Gospel to Dear upon the
tain are now directing such heroic cfforts. ! moral cvil it is commissioned to destroy
All these evils we might, each and all of ' What a rich contribution to the prosperity
us, do somcthing to obviate and remove, and | of the ¢ New Dominion " it would be, were
surcly that sumething we are imperatively | our own Church thus to fulfil her high call-
called upon to do.—called upon by thein- | ing, and towards such a development of its
stinctive voices of patriotism and philan- ' powers every reader of the Presbyterian
thropy, but still more strongly by the sweet | has it in Lis o1 her power in some mea-
but solemn voice of the master who says to ' sure to contribute. Happy would it be if
every P"Of&“i?g. disciple—** Gowork in my ! we could apply Tennyson's invocation to
vineyard.” Writers, not professedly Christ- | the Christas bell, tc the chimes that rang
ians, are doing much at present to show | in the morning of Dominion Day !—
how closely nations are connected together, . ° )
so that the well being of all is needed for | “ R‘,i{ﬁ;f‘;‘“mz :azltzix:he 0“)‘!}'0&];1’3 Sin,
the highest well-bcl.ng of any, z}nd there Ring out, rsin; out (:151; mournful rﬂymes,
cannot be true mational prosperity where But ring the fuller minstrel in.
a part is left to fester in corruption and be

a centre of poisonous influence to the rest. Ring out false pride in place and blood,

The civic slander and the spite,

\‘rl‘iters’ Whom we do not call orlhodo.’t. ex- Riug in the love of truth and right’
pose invivid colours the evils of thatsystem- | Ring in the common love of good.
atized worldliness which, engrossed in |  Ring out old shapes of foul disease,
money-making, has ceased even to care for Ring out the narrowing lust of gold,
the general good; and show how the Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Christian Church is forgetting onc great | Ring in the thousand years of peace.
end of her existence—that of being an or- | Ring in the valiant man and free,
ganization for extending through the world The larger heart the kindlier hand;

Ring out the darkness of the land,

the blessings which Christianity uas 1t in Riog i the Christ that is o be."

its power to bestow. There is no doubt
that many professing Christians scarcely | May such blessings as those here invoked
think of the faith they profess as affecting | rest upon the nation whose birthday we
their position towards others. “ Am I my | have just inaugurated, and may the day
brother's keeper "—is the practical lan- | not be far distant, when the Christian spirit
guage of many a heart.  But surely, if we | which breathes in the following lines, taken
have any portion of the spirit of Him who | from a New Dominion lyric by one of our
gave Himself for many, and the essence of | Canadian pocis, may penetrate every branch
whose teaching is love and sacrifice,—we | of its national existence !

will feel how culpable is such selfish apatby, « Notin pride the firm foundations

and shake it off. Of an empire we would lay ;
The evils already mentioned are by af Trusting in the God of nations
fecting all that might be enumerated as no We would keep our Natal Day;
quiring the true well-being of the country. T";’Is‘é"gl ‘h‘:: ‘:l‘e Saife‘i g"‘l’.':"f‘:’
But if the large body of professing Christ- Wina (ot o bc:O‘ichltid foom s

ians in Canada would but awaken to a sense Ask ye, and ye shall receive””
of the duties of their high calling, and to « Hear us then, mysterious power,—
an energetic discharge of them, how soon God whom all the carth shall own—
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.such conversation would be attended with
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Make this an auspicious hour—
Lay for us our corner-stone;
Lift thy hands inblessing o'er us,
Bless us Lord from sea to sea,
Pointing to the hopes before us
And the future yet to be.”

|
|
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¢ He hath laid our broad foundation
Leaving us to build thereon,
Lo, we stand among the nations,—
God, our living corner-stone.”

Tona.

otrces and Hebielvs.

Crassic Barrisy, by James W, Dale, Pas-
tor of the Media Presbyterian CLurch,
Pennsylvania. Montreal: Dawson Bro- |
thers, 1860. 8vo. :
If any of our professicnal readers wish to

give to the subject of Christian Baptism a |

deep and thorough investigation, we strong- |

ly advise them to procure this able work of .

Mr. Dale’s. It is the first of a series of :

works which promise an exhaustive hand-

ling of a long controverted branch of

Christian polemies. ¢ Classic Buptism "

dispels the illusion which has not rarely °

deceived the advocates of the Pxdo-Bap-

tist theory, that the strength of the philolo-

gical argument is rather on the side of their
opponents. More, perhaps, than any other
writer Mr. Dale has settled the vexed ques-
tion as to the meaning of gerriw: we look
with special interest for the appearance
of the succeeding volumes of the series, two
of which are announced as in course of pre-
paration, viz.: “Judaic Baptism " and
‘“ Johannic Baptism.”

As a simply phi'lological analysis this is
a rare work, aot free from defects, but re-
markably honest and thoroughly able. The
style in which the book is got up is equal
to anything we have ever welcomed from
even the modern press.

@he Churches wnd

there Zlisstons.

THE MEETING OF ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
(Contirued.)

HE discussion of & subject which
i3 of the deepest interest to
X the Church at large was, on
®  accountof Dr. Lee's sickness,
za S, postponed till next General Assem-
‘ bly. As showing the deep regret
< and sympathy of the Court, the fol-
~ lowing is extracted :—

« The copy? have to state, with
deep regret, that Dr. Lee, whose
actings form the subject of the
present appeal, has been recently attacked
by very gerious illness. He is now in such a
state of health that bis medical advisershave
prohibited any attempt at conversation with
him on business, being of opinion that any

danger to his life. In these circumstances,
and ag Dr. Lee is unable cither to attend to
support his appeal, or to give instructions to
connsel on the subject, the minuters humbly
suggest to the General Assembly that the pro-
ceedings in the appeal should be adjourned till
pext Assembly.”

Parties having been called, there appeared
for the appellants the Rev. Mr. Wallace and
others, Messrs. A. B. Shand and John Skelton,
sdvocates; and for the Synod, Dr. Cook and
¥r. Muir.

Mr:. Skruton said he had to announce an
event which was already known to members of

the house, and to crave that, in consequence
of that event, a certain course of procedure
should be assented to. The event was the
serious and lamentable illness of Dr. Lee.

* Whilst Mr. Shand and he appeared instructed

by the appellants other than Dr. Lee and at
the desire of Dr. Lee's medical advisers and
nearest relatives, they did not appear for the
Rev. Doctor himself. Dr. Lee was unable to
instruct counsel. Professor Handerson, in a cer-
tificate dated Wednesday night, said—I here-
by certify on soul and counscience that ‘he
health of Dr. Lee is at present in so critical a
state that any attempt to transact business
or engage in conversation on matters of busi-
ness would certainly endanger his life® {ach
a statement, he was sure, must command the
profound sympathy of every member of Assem-
bly. The course which, in these circumstances,
they begged the Assembly to adopt, was that
the case in which Dr. Lee was appellant should
be sisted, and further consideration delayed
till next General Agsembly. They made this
appeal very confidently, as it scemed eminently
right and fitting that the Assembly should
agree to it. It would be at once unreasonable,
they thought, and unbeccming that the Assem-
bly should proceed to disposo of the case in
the absence of the appeliant, who bad tho roost
vital, and in so far ag any patrimonial interests
were concerned, a¢ exclusive interest. It
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would be unbecoming and undesirable as re-
garded the Kev. Doctor himself. Every mem-
ber must feel that while Dr. Lee was 1aid on a
sick bed, while his tongae was silent and they
could notenjoy the advantage of his matchless
advocacy and unrivalled knowledge of the

termine & case which lay so near his heart, and
schich he believed, rightly or wrongly, to be
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bad for a considerable time entered with inter-
est and sympathy into the general views which
Dr.Lee had so long advocated as a public man,
ke had had the further privilege and advantage
of knowing him for a considerable time in the

« y ! y relation of pastor, and also in that of a personal
subject, it would be indecorous fnally to de- .

bound up with the best interests of the Church |

to which he was profoundly attached. Again,
it would be unbecoming as regarded his family

and friends, who must nccessarily feel distress- .

ed by the discussion of such a topic at sucha
time. Further, it would be unreasonable and
ungracious as regarded those to whom the
conduct of the case must necessarily be en-

trusted, who, in the absence of their most saga- -

cious counscilor and most intrepid leader, felt
oppressed and bornedown by an overwhelming
sense of responsibility. Moreover, it was un-
desirable that the subject should be discussed
at present on account of the magnitude of the
subject itself, the determination of which, cither
way, musy, in the opinion of manx, cxercise a
most important bearing on the futare fortunes
of the Church. And iastly, it seemed unscem-
15 and unbecoming in so far as the character of

the Assembly was concerned. Could it add to ;

the dignity or the authority of aey judgment
of the Assembly that it should determine any
casc where the defender was unable to appear
himsclf or instruct others on his behalf? Sure-
1y not, and if this was true of a cnse where
oaly the meanest rcputation and the most
trifing interests were involved, how much traer
of a case Jike the present, whe=  the interests
javolved svere so large, aud where the defender

friend : and ke confessed that, standing there
as he did, and feeling that the Rev. Doctor had
been struck down by the dispensation of Pro-
vidence, he felt himself unable to do justice to
his chararter. He could not cxpress the respect
and admiration he entertained for Iir. Lee
in every relation of Wfe. Those he was =ad-
dressing knew best his value in the delibera-
tions of the Assembly, and in all matiers in
which the Chureh of Scotland wwas interested.
His views were urged fearlessly and carnestly
—it might be by many thought, perhaps, too
zealously—and although many had  differed
from lim in the opinions he had expressed, he
(Mr. Shand) was sure all would allow that his
had been no personal or sclfish end, but that
actualed by the love of truth his sole and un-
dirided aum bad been to promote the welfare
and advancement and progress of the Church
of Scotland, which he had loved as devotedly
as any of her sons. Whether i1 the wise pro-

: vidence of God the Rev. Doctor might yet be

was one whose abscnce frons the Assembly even .

his meost constant opponents admitied to be n
calamity to the Church and to the nation.

Dr. Goor felt that it was uncalled for, and
would be unbecoming, that ke should make
any reference to the arcumsiances of the case,
hut as representling the Synod, so far as he was
aathetised or cnlitled 10 speak far them, be
gave cheerfal and heanty scquiescence to the
proposal made on the other side—(applanse)—
<with 2 view lo the pastponement of the case, it
Seag understoed that the rights of all parties
wwere reserved.  He should have appeared, un-
<ler any cGreumslances, with goeat regoet to
Argte i oppasition 1o so old and vaiued n
friead as Dr. Lee, even upon & case of penemal
polity. It was with a far deeper fecling of re-
geet st be contemplated the sad event which
had preventsd the Rev, Doclor's preseace
among them, and ke desired to expoess 1 the

presence of the Assembly tus carnest and sin- |

- - oty ——

‘

so completels restored &8s ever again to appear
in that House, they could not foresce. He felt
assured that if he shoald be restored he wounld
be welcomed back to that hall of which he was
so great an arnament ; but if it should be other-
wise, he ventured to say that he thought his
name would ever be received there with that
veneration and respect to which such a name
was entitled—the name of one whoe had devo-
ted the great encrgies and powerful intellect
hie possessed for the good of the Church.

Dr. Pz was sare cvery member of the
House felt most deeply with Dr. Lee and s
family. FEcers one sympathised with them.
and united in carnest prayer that God wonld
comfort them in their sarrows. They also
uzited in the wish that Dr. Iec might be re-
stored to hiealth and strength. and enaaled ance
more to appear in that louse, which he had
waquestionsbly distingruished by his talents.
Whateter opinions he might centertaun, they
world be delighted 10 hexr those opinions, be-
cause in that House they were prepared impar-
tially 10 bear all men, and to jadge as they
believed to be the (rath of GGod.  He bepged to
propasc that “ The Assembly, hatiag conndered
1he miavte far the Rev. R, Wallace and othess,
desire 0 exrress their deep sympathy with Dr
I.ce and his frvends and relatives in the afflictise
dispensation whick has readered this miante
necessary, and in the special arcomsiances

cere prarer that, n the good proTidence of | therein st forth sapersede the consideration of

God, Dz lee mught be resiored to bealth and
maay years of asefulaess 1o came. (Applacse.)

Mr. Snaxn, oa bekalf of the appellanis, ex- |

pressed thar gratiicatzon that they cosld go
10 tht Acsemb'y larmomoasly with the respoa-

deats wath the roguest that the case br post- |
poacd. At the same time, St desired o express | tive to all paslies their nghis o reference to U
the feelings « deep emntion which be was sure « sxid cnse dariag the dependencs of the wad

all of them naust feel in the arcamatances in | appealsin terms of law”

the appeals 0 the Qld Gresfrixis' case dorag
the present Assembly, with the deciatation
that the appeals skall stand for the conmidera-
uen of the aext Gemeral Assembly, m like
mannes, and o the same efecy, asif they were
powceeded with at thie Lwe, (0G TESCITIAR -

He bad oaly to zdd,

which the Assemadly was now placed. The | WAt in an intersiew with the appeliasiy, Mo
sabject was one tpon which be cosld saareely | Wallace, in the presence of Mr. Skelton asd a
trast heasell to eates.  Wkhile, personally, be | near relative of Dr. Lecs, meationed that D:
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Leeat all events would not likely,for a conside-
ruble period, occupy his own pulpit, and that
Dr. Lee bad pledged himself that no one of his
assistants should proceed in the same course he
had followed. With this scatement he had de-
clared himself perfectls satisfiud ; and, he had
no doubt, such would be the unanimous fecling
of the Assembly. (Applause)

The motion having been seconded by Mr.
Campbell Swinton, was agreed to.

THE DECLARATORY ACT ofF 1866.

The Assembly took up the following overture
from the Synod of Gallowsy aneat the Declara-
tory Act of 18§66 :—* It is humbly overtured to
the General Assembly, by the provincial Synod
of Galloway, to rescind Act VIL of the Gene-
sal Assembly of 1566, catitled, ¢ Declaratory Act
anent Changes oa the Forms of Worship, and
other Ecclesiastical Arrangements sanctioned
by the Laws and Established Usages of the
Chburch.’?  There was nlso an overtare from
the Presbytery of Edinburgh  to repeal the last
sentence of Act VI of General Assembly, 1§66,
to wit—' And the General Assembly do again
strictly enjoin all minister: and office-bearers
in the Church, under pain of censare, to observe
aad obey the injunctions given by their Presby-
terics in all such matters, so long and in so far
as the same may remain unreversed and unva-
ricd by the superinr courts,' as being contrary
10 the constitution and practice of the Church.”

Mr. MCanxax, Inch, appearcd in support of
the Galloway overture. He objected to the De-
clarmatory Act that it was based on a groundless
pretext. It was, morcover, he contended, se.f-
contradiclery. A Declamlory Act ought to de- !
clare something, but they bad affirmed in the
brginning of this Act a principle which was in |
extive opposition to the cnactinents under it.
As heread the Act of 1563, jurisdiclion was .
restored to kirk-scssions in matiers of chuseh !
worship, subject alwaye 1o the sapervision of |
the Presbyierics of the bounds. No onc in that
House had ever deaied thal Preshyicries nad
SGPervisory powers in relation to kirk-sessions |
as well as sapplementary powers, and he |
hoaght the plain, old view of the duly of Pres-
briczies in this matier given by Dr Hill in his |
view of the constitution of lbe Church was |
much betler and plainer than the Declamatory .
Act. He thoaghbi, therefors, thal the Act wai ,
altogether unaccessary as well 25 inconsistent
with itscif.  The Ascembiy had been xceessory
both briore he fact and afirr the fact to some !
ianovration on the form of Church worship. If
these iznotations were agmainst the aw of the
Charch, the Assembly was aolorioasiy negieci-
ing its daly: it aoght to call to the bar those
Presbriesics and kirk-sessions who had violaled
what aaF pasiy in the Assembdlr considered the
rslablished law of the Charch.  As ta the ques-
tion of expedicncy, be ssked whetker 1 kirk ses- |
tion o7 a Pre-hriesy was most likely to be cor-
7t judpes of what was an adeqsale forsa of
worship withia a particalar congregation. Con- ¢
Roegations differed as to the expression of trir |
viexs, and e adegmaie expression for Inc
=ight be an inadequate and coateadiclory ex-
peession for anether. Oa the whole, be contend-
3 that the provision of e Declamatory Act ¢
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was unjust and tyrannical, ard ought to be re-
called.

Mr. Grey, in supporting the Edinburgh over-
ture, submitted that the Declaratory Act was
not declaratory of the law and practice of the
Church. It was perfectly competent that such
an Act should be passed, but the Presbytery of
Ediuburgh tkought that unles$ such an enact-
ment were passed it was contrary to the law to
declare that this should be done. The reason
was simply this—The kirk session, in the exer-
cise of ity undoubted jurisdiction, made certrin
arrapgements for public worship. In the event
of these being reversed by the Presbytery an
appeal was taken to the saperier Court ; 2nd
surely it was consonant both to the law and
practice of the Church that, while the case was
going un, procedure should be sisted. He believ-
cd the Act objecled to was not a Declaratory
Act. It might be a right thing to make such
an caactment, but ithad not beea made, and the
Act as it stood was a despotic and in many re-
spccls an oppressive thing. Dr. Coox referred
to the Acts constituting the law of the Church,
contendiag that of these Dr. Piric’s Declaratory
Aclivasa truc exposition. It belonged to Presby-
teries to oversee kirk sessions in regard to ques-
tions of church worship. He had, he said, heard
cxpressions as if there bad been an attempt to
take away the privileges of the cldership. No
one cver thought of interfering with the privi-
leges of the cldership.  The powers of the clder-
ship were cqual to the powers of the ministry
in all the inferior Conrts—zthat was to say, they
had an clder in the Presbytery for every minister
—and when they asscrted the posver of the Pres-
bytery, they were, in point of fact, asserting,
uot the power of the ministers, bat of a body
which was cqually composed of ministers and
ciders.  If Mr. M'Calman wished to celebmte
High Mass, and the Preshytery interfered, he

- might ask what right they had to speak to him,

aad declare that they were trampling on one of
the mast valuable privileges of the Church, and

» he would celchrate High Mass in spite of them.

Was it not at once apjarent to any reasonable

' man that this was tolally inconsistent with the

principle declared not oaly by Dr. Pisics Acy,
bat by the greatest authorizy of the Act of Par-
liameat 15927 He moved that the overiutes
be diamissed. .

Xz, Darip Sy, clder, seconded themotion.

Dr. Crsxinauan, Cricll, kad 2 great dislike of
Declamatory Acls, beeaase die setl great vzlge
on the Rartier Act as 2 remedy agaiast hasty
legislation. IR was plain that the Declamtory
Act ia question was dubioss ; and if dobiozs, it
onght cither to be rescinded or at lcast amended,
Referriag to the Act of Parliamentcited by De.
Cook, he¢ conlended that in  circomsiances
where there was no law of the Charnch, and 2o
constitution wmade b7 the Presbylery withia
these limity, the kirk scssion imd uadoabied
powes of jurisdiction. He beld that no Aey,

" even of Assembdly, cozid limit o = grealer ex-

tent than the Acl of 1392, the very exteasive
powers thedein confared oa the kitk sessioas.
He did 2ot claim for the kizk sessions the pow-
et lo make constitxtions, bat withia the Limita
of the law they bad power 1o onder the *%aiss
of e congeegations. He moved that the As-
sedly, Baving considered he overtares, ap-
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point a committee to consider the Act 7, 1866,
and report to next Assembly how far it was
a true expression of the law of thy Church.

Mr. Grey seconded the motion.

Professor MiLuicas defended the Declaratory
Act, which he maintained to be constitational
and wise. It would be in the recollection of
cvery member ghat Dr. Piric made a statement
to the effect that in the case of any innovation
being introduced into the forms of service in a .
congregation by a minister and his kirk ses-
sion, he wonld not be disposed to urge the
Presbytery to put that down simply on the
ground that it was a change, but that if he
had no objections to the changein itself, and if |
those whoadmitted 1t were upamimous, he would |,
say 1o a Presbytery that their twisest course
was to letit go on. Dr. Piric objected to the
idea of polling heads in such a matter, and in
that respect he believed they shonid all feel it |
was necessary to go along with him. The |
1dea of poiling was altogether to be deprecated.
It was only when there were no dispates in the .
case, when all were cither cunsciously or ta-
citly receivers of 1t without complaint, that
any man counld feel that the change could be
imtroduced with propriety. Under the Declara- .
tory Act 3 minister and his kirk session, hav- ,
ing any little change to make, were entitled .
10 introduce that change, subject to the saper- .
vision of thc Presbytery. If the Presbytery
did step 1n nnd order the change to be put
down, either on the ground that it was wrong .
or that the congregation was not unanimous, -
that minister and s kirk session mustinstant- ;
Iy obey ; and he tisought, in all the circumstances
of the case, they oaght to be made to obey. la
these principles of the Declaratory Act, and in |
the principles embodied in the language of its ,
framer ta which he had referred, » door was
opened for those changes which commended

- themselves to the inteli:geoce and devotion of
their people, and which were not creative of
any disturbance cither in the parish or in the
Church.

After a fow words from Professor MiTcrEeLt,

The house dirided, when there voted
For Dr. Cook’s molion...ccceeavens
And for Dr. Cunningham’s, <.« ...

The result was received with spplausc.

On Jatarday the 25th, Professor Nitckel, St
Andrew’s, read the report of the commattee for
coarersion of the Jews, twhich contained inte-
resting accoants af the stateand progress of the
mission at the sereral stations during the year.
The total income for the onrdinary purposes of -
the scheme amounted to £4327, 1S, 54, or
£804, 83, §4. more thaa the previons year; while -
the expenditere for the same period was L3444,
19&. 10d-; or L1085, is. 114, less than that of the
previous year. Urgent appeals had been received
from all the stations for an iacrcased sta¥ of
agents.  The teport was unanimozsly adopted. -

Gader Lord Aberdeen’s Act afler & very sa- |
tisfactory report of the Fducation Committes -
tad beea gisea by Dr. Cook, the greater past -
of the 27th was taken up with a case of dispat-
<d setllement.

A letter was read from Di Muir, resigaing bis
coavenesship of the Sabhath Observance Cam-
@ittee, on account of the siate of his health,azd *
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suggesting that his culleague in St Stephen’s,
Dr Maxwell Nicholson, should be appointed con-
vener in his room. The request of Dr Muir was
granted, Dr Cook and Dr Pirie expressing, in
name of the Assembly, the deep sympathy of
the Charch with Dr Muir in his affliction.

Dr Cook next gaseinthe reportof the Educa-
tion Committee, which gave a very satisfactory
account of the schouls under the superinten-
dence of the Commitiee, and showed that the
Committec had at its credit at present about
£10,000. The report capressly reserved fora
subsequent dict of the Assembly the recommen-
dations cuntained in the report of the Royal
Commissioners vn Education recently issued,
which Dr Cook <haracterised as * extremely
unsatisfactory.” The repurt was, on the motion
of Dr Mearas, Kinneff, seconded by Mr Peter
Blackbarn, unanimously adopted withont dis-
cussion.

The Assembly then took up the Cumbrac case
of disputed settlement, and the remainder of
the day's sederunt was occupied in hiearing Mr
Campbell, advocate, on bebalf of the presentee,
the ilev. James S. Macnab, who appealed against
the deaision of the Presby tery of Greenock sus-
taing objections madc to s seitlement; Mr
Burnet, advocate, for the objectors. and the
Rev. Mr Rooertson for the Presbytery. -

At the evening scederung,

M: Gifford, ndvocawe replicd on behalf of the
presentee, and was followed by Mr Alexander
Noncricff, advocate, for the objectors. Parties
were then removed, and the Procurator moved
the adoption of a delivesance to the effect that
the judgment of the Presbytery should be rever-
sed ; that the objections to the presentee be found
not proven ; and that the Presbytery chould be
instrucicd to proceed with the settlement of M:
Macnab. Dr Piric scconded the Procurator’s
motion. Dr Wylie, of Carlake, moved a countes
motion, substantially affirming the deliverance
of the Presoytery, and dismissing the appeal
of the presentee.  Dr Wrlie, in sapporting his
motion alluded to the Procurator as ' dictat-
ing” to the House, and for this he was called to
order by the Moderator; but he declined to re-
tract the cxpression, and a scenc ensucd, which
resulted in Dr Wylie retracting the expression
bat subtantially repeating the charge agains:
the Procarator. Mr Muir, of Dalmeny, seconded
Dr Wylic's motion.  After some farther discas-
sion, the Assembly divided, when the Frocara-
tor’s motion was carried by 153 to 78 votcs, and
the jadgment of the Presbytery was accordingly
reversed.

The whole of the morning of the 28th was oc-

y cupicd by a discassion on

THE CRIEFF ORGAN CASK.

This was a reference from the Preshytery of
Auchierander, in » case which had its onigiz
in a requisition presented to the kizk-session of
Cricffon 2nd Oclober, 1883, sclling ferlh that
certain members of the church desired the in-
troduction of an orpas to improve the pealmo-
dy. A coasiderable number of the congrega-
tion objecled, however, and eventoally the

. Presbytesy of Auchierarder derided that, owing

to the waat of unanimity, it was inexpedient to
introduce the organ atthat time.  In tkemonts
of February last an organ was introduced, kbow-
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ever, by the kirh-session, and, on the matter
being brought once more befure the Presby tery,
the Rev. Court enjoined the discuntinaance of the
use of instrumental music in the charch, and
found that Dr. Canningham, the minister, had
acted in “a highly irregalar manner.” On
an appeal to the Synod, this judgment was
partly reversed, and at another meeting of
Presbytery it was resolved to refer the case
simpliciter to the General Assembly. After
some discussion on preliminary points:

Dr. Coxsisgnay said he appeared as a com-
plainant in this case, not because he mistrast-
cd the wisdom and moderation of this venerable
Assembly—not because he had soy fear of the
result of the reference, but becaase be affirmed
that the Assembly always discouraged referen-
ces except in cases of great difficulty, wishing
every Court to discharge its own duties and to
bear its own responsibilities.

He apprebended that this was a case where
there was no difficulty —where the law was
plain, where the path of cxpediency was plain,
and where, in fact, the Presbytery was shut up
1o onc course. Thev employed cunstitutional
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one to subscribe for her. Yet her name was
there. Every one kuew with what facility peti-
tions were got up. There was no difficulty in
getting up a petition on any subject in the town
of Crieff, and others like it. Two petitions
were sent round the town for competing rail-
way interests, and when the two were brought
together it was found that a large number bad
subscribed both. (Laughter.) He belicved there
was not a circumstance coannected with the
Charch of Crieffin regard to which, if they sent
round a petition, they would not get names at-
tached. If they sentround a petitivn against
the choir they would get not unly 105 signa-
tures, bat 300 or 490 ; they sung doxologies,

. and many names could be got to a petition

means for ascertaining whcther any one object- |

cd to the introduction of instrumental masic,
and not onc objection was offered.
therefore, the Presbyters ought, by the Act of
Assembly 1866, to have found that there was
no cause calling for their interfirence. Buat at

He thought, |

the time that report was laid upon the table
there was also a petition or letter handed to the |

Presbytery, with 105 names attached to it

and which stated that the persons subscribing

it were still quite opposed to the introduction
of an organ, and adhered to a petition they had
sentin in a former part of the case, and which
was signed by 122, They were the old 122 per-
sons now shrunk into 105, and it was regard-
ing the oppesition alleged to be made by these
that the kirk-session was appointed to make in-
vestigation by order of the Synod, and not one
of them appeared befare the Court to state their
objections. He appreliended, therefore, from that
circumstance along, that no heed should have
been given to the petition. But, he asked,
what guarantee had ther that the names at-
tached to the paper were genuine?  Itcould be
proved with the greatest easce that a greal many
of the sigatures were not genuine. There were
five or six persons represented as signing it who

against that, and they had a minister in Crieff,
in regard to whom, if they sent round a peti-
tion, they would perhaps get as many names
against him. (Laughter.) But that did not
prove division in the congregation, it only
proved that people had a wonderful facility for
signing petitions. There were some people in
Cricfl who werc enjoying this affair immensely
some people who thought it was a capital joke,
and rcjoiced at seeing the Kirk Session, the
Presbytery, the Synod, and now the General
Assembly dancing to the music of the Criefl
organ. (Laughter.) An impression had gone
abroad in Crieff that recent legislation—not so
much that of 1966 as 1S65—had created a kind
of Thermopylic—a place where o few resolute
men conid kecp at bay a whole congregation,
where five men were better than fifty, where
officiousness and obstinacy, instead of being
rchuked and put down, were held with ac-
claim, and crowned with the greenest laurcls,
and where five men could be able to keep down
and trample on cverything that was respec-
table and religious in the parish.  But the fact
that such things should occur was no proof
whatever that there was a division in the con-
gregation : the fact that such a petition as
that had been got up was no proof that *here
was a division, and he again affirmed that there
was nouc  He concluded by stating that he

. had confidence in the justice of the House, and

were 20 or 30 miles distant from Crieffat the |

time their names were attached ; and there
were five or six who signed with a cross in the
month of February last, and wha now signed in
excellent handwriting. 12 was quite plain that
the schoolmaster must hate been abroad ; and
if this organ case had donc nothing more than
taught many of his parishioners to write, and

[ —

that so well as they appeared to do —(Langhter)

—something satisfaclory had been clicited by
it It was troe many of these signatares had a
sironq resemblance o M. M*Nabv's (one of the
petitioness against the organ), bat thal was to
be oxpected. No doabdi, as the subseribers re-
smbled hira in other things, it was to be ex-
pected that they would imitate his haadwriting
100,
A pesson whose name was on the document, and
she declared that she was asked to sahseribeit,
32t refused to do so, and gave authority to no

their love for their Church, and in their deter-
mination that the inferior Courts of the Church
should discharge their dutics; and he thought
it was as clcar as noon-day that, unless they
wished to pour contempt on the Synod of Perth
and Stirling, and the kirk session of Crieff act-
ing under its authority, the course they should
adopt was 1o reverse the judgment of the
Presbytery.

Mr. Asueg, advocate, appeacsed for the Pres-
briery of Auchterarder. The learned genlle-
man dwelt at leagth on  the procecediags
before the Synod and Presbytery as nar-
rated in the papers before the Assembdly,
and thea referred to & minute which he

. said had been agreed to between the Presbytery

He held in his hand =n afidarit taken from |

and Dr Cuoaaingham and others, o the cffect
that the past procecdiags in the case should
be hicld &s nul), snd that if procecdings were
sgain commenced they shonld be begun de novo.
The Preshytesy believed the agreement to hase
heen accepled by the other partics oa the foot-

, ing that they shotld stop the whole of the ap-

L Pr

als. 1T the Assembly said that the contract

was 79t bindiag, the Presbytery would be 3x-
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tisfied, but they were not, on the mere attempt
of the other party to resile, to hold themselves
as not to be prepared to maintain the position
they had taken up.

After a few remarks from Dr CexxiNGuax in
reply,

Dr P said he thought that the partizular
point now to be submitted to the Assembly was
within the narrowest possible compass. The
whole quesion was, whether the Presbytery of
Auchterarder were or were not justifiable in
referring this case to the General Assembly.
He begged leave to move that the complaint be
dismissed, and that the reference by the Pres-
bytery of Auchterarder be sustained.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr Gessig, advocate, made a few remarks on
behalf of Mr Ironside, one of the appellants.

The Rev. Mr BoxaLro, who was appointed to
state the reference in the case, said that the
question had been so fully explained that he
did not intend to say anything further.

Parties having been removed.

The ProcrraTor addressed the House. He
traced the course of procedure in the case, ma-
king strong remarks on the repurt of the Kirk-
Session to the Presbytery, given in at the Mcet-
ingon 16th May. He contended that the Kirk
Session had no authority whatever to cite the
objectors to appear before tham to state their
objections with certification, that those who
did not so appear would be held as acquics-
cing. By the Declaratory Act of last Assem-
bly, the anthority in these matters was given
not 10 the Kirk-Session, but to the Presbyteries.
With regard to the assertivn in the report that
the congregation on this sulject showed mar-
vellous unanimity, at the very meeting of Pres-
hytery at which this report was given in, a do-
ciment was read, signed by 105 persons call-
ing themselves communicants of the parish,
slating that they were still as strungly opposed
as cver to the introduction of the instrament.
No doubt D¢ Canningham had denicd that those
parties were communicants, but in the present
state of the matter, they did not need
any admission from him on the puint whether
ot not the whole of those who sigaed the duca-
ment were properly described as communicants.
He thought they had in the circumstances suffi-
cient evidence to show that the intrudaction uf
the organ inte the parish Church of Crieff
would be a cause of ditvision. In these circum-
stances he begoed to move—“That the Gene-
ral Assembly, having heard the reference, find
that there 1s safficient cvidence in the papers
before the Assembly, that the introduction of
instrumental masic 1a the performance of pu-
blic worship in the Charch of Cricff would be
a cause of division in that Charch and congre-
gation , the Assembliy, therefore, remit the case
10 the Preshytery of Auchterarder, with ins-
tructions to disallow any proposals which may
be made to them with that purpose, and to sce
10 the duc observance of worship in the charch
of Crieff according to the ordinary forms of the
Church.

Mr Datnsox, Kinfanas, seconded the motion.

Mr Cacnrasg, Capar, said his reason for not
being sausfied wath the Presbytenial deliverance
was that he thought it would havc a deleteri-
ous effect on the interests of the congregation.
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It was the duty of the Assembly to consult not
merely the interests of Presbyteries and kirk-
sessions, but also of parishioners. As he ua-
derstood, the congregetion to which Dr Cun-
ningham ministered was a very large one, and
there was another congregation in the town
wbhich had no instrumental music, and he saw
no reason why, the great mass of Dr Cunning-
bam’s congregation being in favour of the or-
gan, they should not have it, sceing there was
an open dour elsewhere for those who objected.
In his own parish one of the congregations en-
joyed the privilege of the organ, and be could
testify that the introduction of it had A most
beneficial effect on the psalmody there. He
had no doubt if it were introduced into the
congregation of Cricff, they would by and by
witness the end of the present opposition on
the part of a small minority. He moved that
i the Assembly remit to the kirk-session to as-
certain the mind of the communicants of the
Church as to the propused use of instrumental
music, and to repert to the first meeting of the
Presbytery of Auchterarder.”

Mt Bavoes, Kirkcealdy, seconded the motion,
which was supported by Mr Ropertsos, Forte-
viot. The latter remarked that the peace of the
congregation being already practically broken
up, the only mode of healing it was to give ef-
fect to the wishes either of the minority or of
the majority . and he saw in the circumstances
nv cause why they should prefer to give cffect
to the wishes of 105 rather than the wishes of
500 and upwards who wanted the change.

AMr CaxreLt Swintox was also in favour of

giving the congregation the use of the organ.
He would yicld in such a matter to & respecta-
ble minority, but he thought they had no evi-
dence to the fact that the parties who objected
i really belunged to the congregation.

Dr Pinig, on the other hand, warmly urgel
the danger of yiclding too easily in a matter «{
this sort, remarking that they hiad no definiticn
from the learned gentleman as to what a res-
pectable minority was. He said they could only
concede the use of the organ when the congre-

; gation was perfecily unanimous.

After some remarks from Mr Muir and Mr
Stary.

Me Wasos, writer, Falkirk, moved, as an a'-
teration of Mr Cochranc’s motion, that the rc-
mit should be nut to the Kirk-Session b.t t,
the Presbytery, as the Kirk-Session was alrea-

| ¥ pledged.

i Alr Cocanast accepted the alteration.

l Dt Coor supportled the Procurator’s moti :,

j Oaa ditision, there voted for the Prucrim-
I ter's motion, 171, for Mr Wilson's, 75— maj2-
i rity for the former, 96.

{ Perhaps the most important debate of the
I whole scssion was that of the 29th on

i

THE MODIFICATION OF THE LAW OF PATRONAGE

After some animporiant business Dr. Tim

I 1aid on the table the report of the Committee

on the Modification of Patronage, from which
we make the following extracts :—

Your committce beg (o report to your
veacmable house that, in obedience to the in-
stractions of last General Assembly, it bas
dccoted its most carnest and anxious attention
during the past year, lo the important subject
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committed to its care. By the terms of last
General Assembly's remit jour cummittee was
precluded from any furmal cunsideration of the
propriety of maintaining lay patronage upon
its present fuoting, as well as fruin any formal
consideration of the suitableness of the Bene-
fices’ Act to the existing circumstances of the
f‘burch and country. The General Assembly,
in appointing your ccmmittee, distinctly stated
that it had ¢ respect to the advanlages that
would accrue from the mudification of the
present system of patronage,” and the course
of your commiitee’s inquiries was clearly
pointed out by these words. Your culiuittee,
howerer, had its attention necessarily callud to
both the points that have been mentioned. It
seems, therefore, only just to acknuwledge, in
regard tn 1L first, that against the mawner in
which, for tl ¢ must part, patrunage i> now and
has been fur many years past adminisicred,
Your comm.ttee bas no complaint to make. It
desires 1o pay to the patrons of Scotland that
tribute of gratitude which is due to them for
the liberal manner in which they have generally

o e et m e e e e e e e -

discbarged the greattrust placed in their hands. |

The sincerity of that desire which they gener-
ally exhibit to promote, by the exercise of
their patronage. what they believe tobe for the
good of religion and the welfare of vur congre-
gations, is worthy of the Lighest praise. These
things arc heartily achnowledged Ly your
committee, and they cncourage the hope that
if the Church shall sce it pruper to submit to
the patrons of Scotlind any distinct proposals

st e e e e - - =

for the modifications of patronage, she will find

them ready to consider ker proposals in the
same patriotic and unsclfish spirit that now
marks them.  Your commiitee has to speak of

the second point alluded to—the Bionefices” Act |

—in similar terms. It is constrained indeed,
to acknowledge with last General Assembly
that the doubts and difficalties connceted with
thal Act are sach as to render some change in
the Jaw desirable.
the Benefices' Act was passed for belivof of the
Ch urch at a time of great trial, and it welcomes
this opportunity of recording its decp sense of
the obligations wnder which the Church lies to
tho<e not less able than fast and warm fricnds

by whose exertions the Benefices' Act became |

the law of the Church and of the land.
howevir, making these acknowlcdgments, your
comumittee is compelled to declare tha: the

But it does not forget that |

While |

more carcfully it has lovked into the matier re- .

mitted 1o it, the more thoruughly has it becume

convinced that the time has arrived when the |

vresent svstem of lay patronage roas be modi-
frd with advantage.

And it procceds now to -

siate to the General Assembly the differcat |

pians for cffecting this, which have been sub-
mitted to ii, and afier mach deliberation, to
indicatc the course which it thinks the Assem-
Uiy shouid parsuc.

i

It will not be necessary to .

§9 inle any lengthened siatement of these .

Haas, but will be enough so far to point ont
the distinguishing principle of cach that the
General Assembly may feel itself in a position
1o say which it prefers. The General Assembly
may then, perhaps, deem it wise o recommit
that plan 1o a committee for the sake of further
arrangement of dela.ds daring the ensuing vcar.

1115 to be undesstood that the plans heretnafuer -
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described assume the tutal abolition of lay
patronage. All aim only at the admission of
s0 much of the pupular elvment as promises to
neutralise certain ¢vils whicl bave arisen from
that system, whether in its earlier slate, or as
modified by the Benefices Act.  The first plan
is as fullows :—It proposes that patrons shals
pessess the right of numiaation ur presentation
as at present; but that the members of the
particular congregation shall be invested by law
witk a co-ordinate right in regard to the pre-
sentation, su that, unless they concur in it, the
presentation shall not be effectual for further
proceedings in the Church courts.  What per-
sons are tu be cunsidered membirs of the cun-
gregation—w hat sl ould be regarded as their
‘‘cuncurrence “—what ocught tu be the nature
of the procedure ts follow upon the lodging of
the preseniation, and other similar matters of
detail, way be left for after inquiry and arrange-
ment.  The second plan is as follows . —Itwas
suggestad that a direct and unqualified voice

in the election of their ministers might be given
to the pruple, and that, for this purpose, the
plan of clection might be bused un 2 system
furmerly recugnised in law, so far as suited to
the present times  For this purpose it was
propused to re-enact, with this qualification,
the Act of William and Mary, 1690, ¢. 23,
giting the initiative power in the clection of
ministers to heritors and elders, but limiting
the heritors entitled to vote to those who are
members of the Cliurch of Scotland, and grant-
ing tu the cummunicants the right of clecling
clders according to the terms of the Act of
Assembly 1542, which the Church hasit in ber
own puner 1o uficct. It is further proposed to
reserve to auy of the cominunicants the right
of approving or disapproving of the person
named by the Leritors and celders, in so far o3
sanctioned by the terms of the aforesaid Act.
The third plan which your committee had under
consideration, and which is understuod to have
had the approbativn of the late Dr. James
Rubertson, proposes to allew the communi-
cants «f the particular parish a period of three
months after 2 vacancy occurs, duting-which
{ime they may sclest a minister fur thamselses.
If they are harmonious in duing so—that is, if
they ase cither unrnimous, or if a certain pro-
portion of tie minority submit te the majority
—the patrun shall then be bound to present the
person thus sclected.  If the communicants
cither du nut select a minisier, or cannot do su
harmunicusiy within the first three moaths of
the vacancy, it is proposed that the patron

should then present lus unn nomisce as under

the jiresent latw, the remaining three months of
the six that now run before the jus derolutum
takes jlace being allosed him four this purpose.
After six moths the jus de volulum would come in

as at present.  Such are the leading jrinciples

of the three plans which have been before your
committee, and cach of which appears to it

important cnuugh to jastfy its being laid be-

fore sou. In conclasion, your commitice
<cntares to saggest to_your vencralle house

taat, unicss it is prepared to express decided

apptubation of any onc of the three plans in-
dicated, 1t might be well simply to re-appoint
sour commattee far the porpose of further con-
sdderation and ingairs on this sabject, so ma-
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portant to the welfare of the Church. Mr.
Phin begged that it might be recorded that he
did not regard any of the plans as sffording |
such n modification of the present system of
patronage as would be beneficial to the interests
of the Church and the people, Dr. Craik dis-
sented from the report of the committee.

Dr. Pimie approached the subject with the
greatest ansiety, and he would not have come |
before the Assembly with it were he not im- |
pelled by a sense of duty. He was convinced |
that they must, under the circumstances in |
which this country was now placed, make a
modification of the law of patronage, or their
Church must fall altogether. (Hear, hear, and
applause.) Under different circumstances, he
beld that the law of patronage miglt promote
the welfare of the Church of Scotland and the |
religious interests of the people; but there |
was a chapge coming over the state of the |
country—a change for whick ocither he nor ,
the Muderator were responsible—a change |

{
1
!
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which would necessarily affcct the positivn of
the Church of Scotland most materially. Their
Church was .0 its constituticn and principle a
popular Church, and frum the beginning their |
Church seclected its ministers more or less
tbroagh popular influence. If it were true that
every socicty to be permanent must be so far,
homogenevus, it was truc very especially of |
such a Church as theirs, and it twas specially |
true when there was more or less a tendency |
towards the extension of popular influence in |
the State. The question came to be, if the

State were prepared to grant such privileges |
28 it was konown she was prepared to do to |
the whole houscholders of Scotland, were they, .
as ministers of such a Church as that he had .
described, prepared to refuse to grant the power

of electing their ministers to the eleze of the

population, for surely he might call the cum-

municants of their Church elife of the popula-

tion? (Applause.) Thequestion came to be.
how was the present system working, and did

it work well? He was sorry to say he could .
hardly say that. He very much agreed with |
what had been said by a reverend friend on 2

former day (at least he was not prepared to

dispute it) that the Scotch Benefices' Act was .
sufficiently correct in its theory. He thought
10 a cerlrin exteat it was. But although this .
‘Act in its theory might be sufficiently correct |
be would beg leave 1o ask what it was in prac-
tice? He hnd supported the Acttothe utmost
of his power. He had tried to wourk 1t inevery
way be could think of, 2and the General Assem-
bly had made modificativn upon modification
and change after chaasge upon it, tut yet what
bad been the effect? Why, cvery case they
brought forward was worse than the former
ene. They had a great many well worked
cases, and in speaking about 1kis he would
have them understand that he disclrimed every
intention to be disrespectful to those noblemen
and gentlemen who introduced this Act, as he
believed their intentions were at least the best
—that they intended mostkindly tvthe Chureh -
of Scotland—and he was prepared 1o admit ,
that they owed these gentiemea & deep debt of .
gratitude; but the Act, which was given with
the kindest purpose, had not worked as those

noblemen and gentlemen desired. Tley had a

".disputed settlements had arisen.
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proof of this in the case of Cumbras. His
friend at the table had said that such a mass of
jrregularities he had never sezu nor witnessed
in any case that came bLefure a court, civil or
ecclesiastical.

T;xe ProcureTor—I did not say that (Laugh-
ter.

Dr. Pigie—Then all I have to say is that I
have misunderstood my friend. (Renewed
laughter,) If I mistake not, ke told us, how-
cver, that there were upon the record 35 pages
of absolute trash. (Loud laughter.)

The Proctrator—I did not specify the num-
ber of pages. (Laughter.)

Dr Pirie—A cor siderable amount of tragh at
any rate. (Loud laughter.) He then continued,
and said what he wanted to know was this—
was this system to be continued ? Conceive, for
the sake of argument, that it was good theore-
tically, was this a good practical system ? Was
it working well? It was to be remembered that
this document w as befure them not from a small
Presbytery, but frum one of the largest Presby-
teries of the Charch of Scotland, containing men
of great capabilities, and if that was the state of
matters, how mastit be in other Presbyteries
where parties had not the same experience ? So
far as he had been able to discover, in every
case where the General Assembly decided in
favour of the Act and against the parishioners
they just lost & parish. This was a fact, so far
as bis owr information went. It wasno doubt
a good theorctical Act. lc was prepared to
admit that in many respects the Church of
Scotland was prospering, but he would beg
leave to ask whether the Cumbrae case, which
was bufere them the other day, did not read
another lesson of what was the real cause, and
what appeared to have been at the bottom of
all these vbjections—rviz., that the parishioners
were irritated at the condact of Lord Glasgow,
the patrun, although Lord Glasgow was perfect-
13 innucent, nor had he even given the slightest
cause for offence. The cause of the evil was
that peaple wished the clection of a minister
more or less left to themsclves. He had goue
over one or two other cases ofasimilar charac-
ter, and found that to have been primarily the
cause of the evil in almost all parishes where
Was it ima-
gined that this feeling would grow less? Was
it thought that the desire among the people to
have the appointmeat of their ministers would
diminish 7 So far from that being the case, it
would continually increase. Nosw, observein
conncction with this that it the whole of these
views were linked together, there were circum-
stances and states of socicty in which the pro-
posed patronage that was modified by judgment
of Church Courts might be a good system. He
must tell them the circumstances in which the
patrons were placed, and the re.ations in which
the patrons stood to the people.  With regard
to a great proportion of patrons, whom he be-
lieved to be mea of the highest principles, tobe
men most zerlous in the performance of theid
Jdatiesand men most anxious to place worthy and
good men in the churches; but e would sa¥
they stood (and he belicved a vast number of
the patrons of Scotland fclt it) in a false posi-
tion. He himself could not conceive a patron
who apperiained to & totally different Chureb,
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who hardly ever entered the church of the |
country, or attended it, exercising the patron-
age; and he could bardly believe that such a
man did not feel the greatest distress and diff-
culty in his position. He could understand how
a man saddled with these principles, being com-
pelled to exercise, them, would set about to dis-
charge his duty to the best of his ability ; but
he believed the man said in his heart. * This is
& painful position I am placed in, and I perform
my duty because it is a legal duty—I am com-
pelled to perform it, but I would much rather that
it were placed in different hands, or modified in
the way proposed.” Ile believed this would be
the feelings of the patrons themselves, and he
wag convinced in his own mind, if they could
effect their purpose, so far from acting
disrespectfully to the patrons of Scotland,
that to many of them they would do an
act that was in the highest measure commenda-
ble, and that they would relieve them from a
situation of great pain. He spoke of these
patrons with greatrespect, and he belicved that
the Crown, by giving up its patronage, would
strengthen the weakness of Government, be-
cause it was often found that when the Crown
granted a living in conformity with the wishes
of the people, it was not looked upon as any-
thing more than was to be expected; butifa '
minister was fixed in & parish in opposition to i
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their wishes, then the whole parish wa. against

them. He felt kindly towards patrons, because

most of them were honestly true, and he belie-
ved them 1o be men of bcnour, and anxious

to folfil their duty; but it was a m.tter of |
delicacy. He mentioned that at the present
moment there were in Scotland in the oarket
livings to be sold during the course of vacaucy,
and although he was told thiswasalegal thing,
ret such athing in his younger days wuuld have
been believed impossible. If this be the law,
then there was a fearful necessits that something
should he done upon thesubject, for this he held
1o be the greatest of all abuses. The Church to
which the vast amount of the patrons belonged
hagd annunlly, throngh its leading clergymen
and its bislups in the country, declared itself
to be arival Charch. He did not abject to this
declamation, but at the same time he would say
they must just take the consequences upon
*hemselves. (Applause.) Now, what could the
people do in this country swhen they founda
rreseatation made by a geatleman who did not
belong to their own Church, but by one who be-
loning to a Church that was ar avowed rival—
what conld the people think ? Did they suppose
thas the people would receise s minister who
was thus appointed 7 Besides, the minister go.ng
to his parish in these circomstances was under )
fearful disadvantages. He knew that men of .
-eal energy and picty might conquer the feeling, |
bot it remained to tell against them year after

year, and some were never able to overcome it.

Sapposing that the vast majority of the patrons

were not only not members of the Church of .
Bngland, but that they were members of the |
Charch of Scotland, and that the Charch of |
Scotland had declared a crosade against the |
Church of England, whatever might be the influ-
ence of patrons, how long, he would ask, would
the Church of England stand? And if they .
appealed the case to the House of Commous or
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Parliament, what place would they be in if the
majority of their patrons belonged to the Scotch
Church, and the Scotch Chureh had positively
declared they were rivals, and that it was their
intention to convert the English people by ac-
tually claiming their character and titles, wounld
they not say atleast every member of theChurch
of England — that such a system would be
ruin ? Well, what applied to the English Church
applied to them. The case was even stronger
in their favour, because they were constitution-
ally a pupular Church; but it was impossible
for a Church to stand under a syatem of patro-
nage such &5 was exercised upon them, and
they maust, if they were to e.ist, amend their
law so as to popularise it. He believed, although
there were many gentlemen of an opposite opi-
nion, that to their Church this was a question
of life or death. 1le had no wish, however, to
push the matter further than in the report, and
he held that the house was not pledged to any
of these specific measures. He concluded by
moving :—*' That the Gencral Assembly ap-
prove of the report, contiruing the committee,
with instructions to commu.icate with influen-
tial parties, and to arrange s ular for the mo-
dification of patrunage, to be reported to next
General Assembly, such as may appear most
likely to commana success aud promote the in-
terest of religion aad the Church.”

Ti ¢ Hon. Major BAILLIE said that the re-
port . :tained a just rebuke to the patrons of
the Church of Scotland.  As onc of the mem-
bers of committee his opinions were embodied
in the report; but he begged to state most dis-
tinctly and emphatically his personal testimony
to the great interest taken by the patrons of
the Church of Scotland in exercising their
most important dutics in this matter—(ap-
plause)—to the very great prins which they
took tu procuare the very best ministers in their
power, and to the very high satisfaction they
manifcsted when these ministers proved to be
acceptable to the people, and useful wninisters
of the gospel.  He approached this subject with
no feehings of hostility to the patrons of the
Church of Scotland, but with feelings the very
reverse, and he conceived that it was in thein-
terest of the patrons of the Church of Scotland
that he now spuke. He belicved it to be of the
greatest importance to the interests of the
patrons of the Church .. Scotland that {kat
Church shouid stand unimpaired and have in-
creased inflacnce.  He helieved that such mea-
sures as were 10w proposed would have ins
great measure that effect. [t was sometimes
saud that if such plans as now proposed were
adopted, they would lead to great divisions
among congregations. But he would ask,
were there no divisions undcr the present sys-
tem ? In his opinion some modification, sach
as was now propesed, was necessary. He would
Tike lumself to have some soice in the choice of
a minstrr—(applause)—and fecling that, he
was most unwilling to debar any of his tre-
thren from having the same prisilege. He
knew that the cause he was now pleading
woonld be powerfully resisted, but he would
take this upportunity of expressing his delight
at hearing of the course Dr. Cuok was now tak-
g ia this Assembly, in the proceedings of this
house.
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Lord BELHAVEN did not consider this as a
subject raising the question of patrunage. He
understood that the question was the approvel
of the report, and he regretted to say that he
cvuld not approve of it.  He ought perhaps to
state that when the subject of patronage came
befure that house, Lacked by public not pupular
opiniun, he would be fully prepared, were he a
member of the Assembly, tv take his share in
the discussivn, and 10 give itevery possible
coupsideration, if ke could see his way tv duing '
that which would settle the question ia & fa-
sgurable point of view. But with thereport be
could not agree. The report in the first place
said *the (ommittec desires to pay to the
vatrons of Scotland that tribute of gratitude
which is due to them fur the liberal manner in
which they Lave generally discharged the great
Uust placed in their hands. The sincerity of
the desire which they generally exbibit to pro- ;
mote, by the exercise of their patrouage, what
they believed tu Le fur the goud of religion and
the welfare of our congregations, is worthy of '
the highest praise.” Well, that was just saying |
that the prescnt system was justas guod as they |
could have. The commitiee then went on to |
say, * These things are Leartily acknuwledged |
Ly Your committee, and they encourage the 1
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Lope that if the Church shall sce it proper to
gubmit to the patrous of Scotland any distinct
proposals fur the modification of patronage, she
will find them ready tu censider ber propusals
in the same patriotic 2nd unsclfish sprit that |
20w marks them.” Buthow were these chauges |
or alterations tv be made? They must gu to i
Parliament. They must ask Parliamnent to give (
them power to alter it, but Parlament would
first of all make the inquiry, ¢ Dues this cume
Lefore us bached and sappurted by public opin- !
jon ™ Every man who hnew any thing about |
the Gorernment of the country atpresent hoew |
that whatever measure the) propused to carry |
18ust be carried with the support and assistance
of public opinion. Unless that were dune it
would be of litt.c or o benefit.  He alsu ob-
Jected to the three plans submitted Ly the com-
mittee, and repeated that he could not aupport
the motion of his rev. friend Dr. Pirie.  (A)-
plause.)

Dr. COOK, Haddington, said it appeared to
him that when this committee were called to
address themselves to this great question, there
were two things they should have dune. In
the first place they shuuld Lave come before
the Assembly prepared to state that there were
¢vils so great and munifest connected with the .
admioistraticn of patrunage in Scolland that |
they (the Assembly) were compelled o step
beyond what he called their own proper pro- ;
vince, and to address the Legislature for a re- |
medy of these evils, and in the second place, |
Laviong thus come furward and established the |

1
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cvils, they should have sobmitted a distinct
and articulate statement of the remedy they
yroposed. What was the position they actual-
1¥ occapied? They bad no statement of eviis
atall on the part of the committee. They bad |
a mere declamatory denouncement ou the part
of Dr. Pirie, to the éffect that now and then
there were divisions in the heat and passion of
disputed scitlements, and that sometimes there l
were patrons that did not belung to the Estab-

—_————
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lished Church. Then what was, on the otber
hand, the course tliy took ? Did the report
come up to the Assembly with a disticct state-
ment of a remedy ? No; the committee threw
upun the table, to be discussed in a popular as-
sembly in the course of three or fuur hLours,
three different pluns, and called upon the mem-
bers breci many to decide which of these were
to be adopted as preferable, and to bLe seat
back to the committee to be improved into
efficiency fur the better regulation of patronage.
(Cries of “ No, no.”) Dr. Cook at some length
apalysed the first two plans submitted, and ex-
pressed  decided disappruval of them. But
along with what was proposed by the commit-
tee, Lord Aberdeen's Act was to be continued
in operation. (Hear, Lizar.) That was tosay,
that if the people failed in thr.c months tolight
upon 2 minister to their chuice, ther the patron
proposed to come forward aud exercise bLis
right; but thereupon the people came forward
and szid—* Oh no; that is not a suitable man
for the charge. We are notto be deprived of
the privileges conferred by the Aberdeen Act.
the mirority are not to bLe tredden down and
altugether disregarded, we still have a right tu
make objec.ivns, if you present that gentleman
to the living, we will say his prayers are cold
and unimpressive, that Lis sermor.s are without
cunnection, and his gestures grotesque and ab-
surd.” Upon such statements, there was no
doubt, in thosc popular days, when popular
clectiun bad been substituted virtually for pa-
tronage, the General Assembly, with its as-
sumed regard fur popular rights, would reject
thai presentee. (Hear, hear.) The report
professed that itdid not suggest the total aboli-
tion of the law of patronage. Could any mau
in Lis sober senses doubt that the question lay
Letween the continuance and the abolition of
the law of patrouage? If the peovle were not
1o submit to the presentation of those who had
long caercised that privilege, and exercised i
faitlfully and conscientiously, was it to be sup-
posed for onc moment that the people would
submit that that patronage should be exercised
Ly abody of heritors exercising it for ther-
selves—exercising their own patronage? The
supposition was absurd. In whose bands for
the interests of the Church could this appoint-
ment of ministers be best invested?  For wbas
cnd and purpose was the Church an Establish.-
¢d Church? The State did not choosc a par-
ticular body of Christians from any other cause
than the prevention of crime, which was the
proper sabject of consideration for the Chris-
tian magistrate and the Christian ruler. Look-
ing out for the most cffectual way to attair
that cad, they must choose the Christian reli-
gion. If there was onc thing more thar
another important for carrying out the great
cnds and purposes of the Establistment, it wa:
that its ministers should be perfectly free and
independent, and in no way fettered by previ-
vus obligations in the discharge of their duties
towards any onc of those overwhom they were
sct in the Lord. (Hear, hear.) Thae choice of
ministers shoul) be placed in the hands of those
who had the bes* opportunity of acquiring in-
formation as tu the qualifications of the min-
sters. Where had the people an opportunity
«f acquiring :nformation to qualify them to ex-
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ercise that duty? They came to & body of
simple-minded and unlearned men and said—
We appoint six days for the hearing of six can-
didates, that is, all you are personally to know
with regard to them; and upon that slender
opportunity you are te judge of their qualifica-
tions and gifts, and then you are to be called
upon to exercise the duty of selecting a minis-
ter. It would be marvellous that uuder such
circumstances there was not a failure in every
ingtance, for most unquestionably the litera-
ture and the other qualifications of the minister
could never be before the electors at all. Were
it for no other reason than the impossibility of
judging of the fitness of the clergyman than
simply once hearing him preach before them,
he would say that the general body of the con-
gregation were not the parties most likely to
make the wisest and most judicious selection of

the clergy; but more than that, were the peo-.

ple ever left to themselves?  Most unquestion-
ably they were not. Having affirmed that the
people were liable to be influenced by the busy-
bodies of the parish, Dr. Cook said that in
point of fact were patronage to be abolished, it
would be transferring it from the peer to the
peasant, transferring it from the peer to perhaps
one of kLis own retainers, who wnuld oc apy a
place which from his old herediiary position
and influence in the parish should be occupied
by bi3 master. If there was one duty a patron
wag most desirous to discharge faithfully, it
was the appointment of a minister. He was
not saltisfied with hearing the man oance; but
inguired about his qualifications and character.
He felt it was desira’le that the minister should
not only be able to preach an acceptable ser-
mon, but should be a man whose religious
character should fit him 10 be an example to

his flock, that he should be an educated gen- ;

tleman, and fit to occupy his place in any
society in the parish. All these questions
jassed throngh the minds of the patrons, and
therefore, in the mnjority of instances, the pre-

sentations were so satisfactory as they were. Un-

der these circumstances, he frankly confessed—

perhaps he might be under the influence of old- |

fashioned prejudices—he should not have been
disposed to alter this svstem, even if that alter-
ation had been perfecily ia his power, cven if
it fell uoder the catalogue of those things which
the Church was cntitled to regulate for itself.
But that was not their position., They had to
RO to the Legislature, they had to make a case
for them, and had to obtain their sanction to
the change proposed. Under what circum-
Stances were they preparing now to go to the
Legislature? He had once attended the death-

bed of an 0ld wowan who said to him she was ,

going to make a dark loup. Well, the con-
stitution of Great Britain was making a dark
loup—(laighter)—and no man couid know the
result of these great organic changes which
were now being carried on.

Commons bitterly hostile, and another large
body utterly indifferent to the Church of Scot-
120d, were they likely to be in a better condi-
tion when the new Parliament assembled—
mare especially when there was a possibility
that it would be more largely imbued with de-
mocratiginflaences than the present Parliament,
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and that that new Parliament was assailed by
proposals to uproot the existing institutions of
the country? Should the Church of Scotland,
which ought to stand as a check upon the
abuse of popular power, come forward and ask,
because it desired to be a little more popular as
a denominational body, that the Legislature
skould trample upon the vested rights of men
whose rights were older than the rights of the
ministers themselves: Why, was not that
patronage older than the Church itself? It
descended to them from the Church of Rome.
(Laughter.)  Without being able to prove
that vatrons had failed in any respect in the
faitaful discharge of their duty, it was yet pro-
pused to deprive them of their rights, and that
without any compensation at all. Could it be
wondered at in these circumstances that their
own proposals were turned against themselves,
and that when they proposed to trample on the
rights of others, could they complain if these
men turned round oad irampled on theirs?
Dr. Cook concludeg by muring :—* That the
General Assemhly returns thanks to the com-
mittee for their deiiverance under the remit of
last Assembly, bu cannot upprove of any of
the s:hemes suggested for the modification ot
the iaw of patronage, and consider it unneces-
sary and inespedier.t tv re-appoint them.' (Ap-
plause.) .

Mr. MUIR, Dulmeny, seconded Dr. Cook's
motion.

Dr. NICHOLSON admired very much tke
tone and spirit of the report laid on the table.
i He approved of this movement because he de-

sired the prosperity of the Church of Scotland,
and because he desired its stability. If that

If at the present |
time there was s large body in the Hoasc of |

plan had been followed in 1843, instead of en-
, lertaining motions and fiery discussions, depend
1 upon it there would bave been no secession.
g (Applause.)
i Dr. PIRIE, in bringing the discussion to a
| conclusion, said that he always coansidered
) himself to be a staunch Conservative, but his

views had been characterised as democratic.
| He helieved his motion would have a greater
¢ effect in making a closer conneciion between
| the people and the aristocracy than any step
| they were able to take  He was of opinion that
; the patruns of religion were not desirous to re-
, Win any power toclect ministers. Reference
i had been made to the discussion, thirty years
| 880, in the Assembly on the sam« subject, but
he had merely to say that the Church then
’ abused what it did not posses, and did, as an
l Assembly, what they had no right to do.
| . Atthisstage of the proceedings great impa-
i tience was manifested Ly members of Assem-
bly ; and repeated criesof +* Divide "and « Ad-
| journ” coming from different parts of the hall,
j it was resolved to call the roll.
. The ruil having been called, 124 voted for
" Dr. Piric's motion, and 126 for Dr. Cook s
motion, showinga msjority of two votes in
favour of the latter. It onght to be mentioned,
however, that & rev. gentleman, immediately
before the figures were read out, Stepped for-
ward and solemnly declared that, on account
of Lis mind being somewhat confused at the
moment, he had voted for the sccond motion in
place of the first.

On the Assembly resuming, the overture from
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the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr was taken up,
asking the Assembly that, as there wasa grow-
ing neglect of observance of fust days, especial-
1y in mining and manufacturing districts, they
should take thi> evil into cunsiderativn, with
the view of providing a remedy.

Mr. STORY, Roseneath, amidst considerable
opposition, ably supported the overture, sayiog
that Glasgow Fast days were a source, not valy
of anunoyance, Lut of scandal in coatiguvus
parishes, and concluded by moving—‘‘ That
the Geueral Assembly, believing that the exist-
ing system of Fast days is accomparnied with
serious evils and abuses, appuint a cummittee
10 inquire into the whole subject and report to
a future Assembly.”

Dr. LIDDEL, Lochmaben, seconded the mo-
tion.

After some discussion it was agreed that
‘the General Assembly, having bad their at-
tention directed tv the desecration of the fast
day, or day uf preparation for the observance of
the Lord's Supper, in different parts of the
country, and especially in the vicinity of large
towns, appoint a committee to consider and
report as to the manner in which those evils
amay be abated to next Assembly.”

Fripay, May 31.

Mr. W. Swith, of North Leith, Convener of
the Endowment Committee, gave in the report
of that important scheme of the Church, which
showed tlat the gruss amouant of funds hitherto
received fur the Provincial Fund amouunted in
all the eight groups to £122,007; that the
sams received by the General and Local Trea-
surers during the past year amounted to
£2¢6,643 ; and that there had becn added to the
Church since last Assunbly scven new parishes,

|
|

while eight chapels were actually in Court, |

and other seven were provided with requisite
funds, and were expected to enter Court al-
most immediately. The report also stated that
1be number of parishes added to the Church
during t.e comumitlee’s operations was nuow
115 in all, at an expense of not less than £440,
500. On the motion of Professor Milligap, se-
conded by the Hon. Major Baillie, the report
was unanimously adopted.

Mr. CusysE rcad the report on, the Widows'

Fund, which showed that the stuck of the Fuad |

now amounted tv £235,057, Leing an increase
Juring the year of £31435, while the Supplemen-
wary Orphan Fund had been incrcased £108,
and now stood at £2225. On tbe motion of
Dr. Bisset, of Loartie, the thanks of the Assem-
bly were given to Mr. Cheyne fur his able and
judicious management of the Fund.

Dr. Norwax Macieop, covener of the Com-
mittee cn Foreign Missions, gave in the report
¢n that subject, which gave an account of the
operations at tie stations in India under the
superiotendence of the Committec, and shuwed
that the income of the Scheme during the past
year bad been £6452. The Committee, in the
conclusion of their report, recommended the
Assembly to request Dr. Macleod to proceed to
India, along with a suitable companion, to be
afterwards selected, to go out as a deputation
to India, to ascertain, by personal observation,
the state of the mw.ssion, and encourage the
missionaries and the fricnds of missions in In-
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dia. Mr. Paterson, of Springhall, moved the
adoption of a deliverance approvicg of the re-
pory, thapking the Cummiittee, and reappoint-
ing thew, and agrecing tu request Dr. Macleod
to undertake the duty of visiting the different
stations of the mission in India. Mr. Robertson,
Greenock, secunded the motion, and stated
that if Dr. Macleud would undertake the duty
of goiug to India, the mission funds would not
suffer, as a gentleman Lad guaranteed £1000
to defray the expenses of the deputation. After
some discussion, thic motivn was adopted with
the addition that the consent of the Presbytery
of Glasgow shuuld be Jbtained before it was
decided that Dr. Macleod should proceed tu
India.

Overtures were then taken up as to the train-
ing of Missionaries, and the employment of pro-
bationers ; and the one on the first-named sub-
ject was remitted to a Special Committee to
consider and report to next General Assembly,
while the one relating to probationers was re-
mitted, with similar instructions, to the Home
Mission Committee.

At the evening sederunt, the principal busi-
ness was an overture from members of Assem-
bly requesting the Assembly to rescind or
modify the resolution adopted in 1859, which
provided that when any gentleman holding the
office of Clerk to the House was returned as a
member of Assembly, ue should be incapable
of acting as Clerk in that Assembly. Mr. Lee,
of Ruxburgh, mouved the adoption of the over-
ture, which was seconded by Mr. Robertson, of
Greenock, and supported by Mr. Story, of Rose-
neath, and Sberiff Barclay, of Perth. Mr. David
Smith, W. S,, moved that the overture be dis-
missed, which was stconded by Mr. Landale,
S.8.C., and supported by Dr. Pirie, Dr. Ross,
of Cleish, and Professor Mitchell. On a divi-
siun, the overture was dismissed, Mr. Smith’s
motion being carried by 64 to 21.

The Repurt by the Committee for Classifying
Returns to Overtures was then taken up, and
vccupicd the Asscmbly during the remainder o
the sederunt.

Saturpay, June 1.

Dr. Cook gave in the report of the Commit-
tee un Small and Diminished Livings, whick
gave an account of the vperativns of the Asso-
ciation which has been instituted fur promoting
the Augmentation of the Smaller Livings
throughout the Church, and stated that the
thanks of the Church were justly duc to those
nubicmen and gentlemen who had so warmly
interested themselves in this movement. Fron
the report it appeared that about £15,000, =
year wouid L¢ required to raise all the smalle:
stipends to the amount of £200. Mr. Lee, of
Roxbargh, moved the approral of the report,
which was seconded by Professor Milligaa. Dr.
Esdaile, of Rescubie, suggested that the Com-
mittee ought to endeavour to raise a still larger
amount, with the view of incréasing u greater
number of (he small livings, and he was of opi-
nion that the church-door collections, whick
were now taken for the sustentation of the poor
oaght to be applied to the augmentation of the
stipeads of the miaisters—an altcration for
which they require to obtain the sanction ot
Parliament. She:iff Barclay spoke stroogly
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*expressing the hope that the time would never
come when the Church of Scotland would be
obliged to go to Parliament as sapplicants to
take money which was now contributed for the
the poor and apply it to the support of the
clergy. The report was unanimously adopted,
and thanks were given to the cumuiittee, which
was re-appointed.

Dr. Ceawrorp gave in the report of the
Home Missivn Cummittee. He staled that
£4193 had been voted as grauts in aid to cha-
pels during the year, of which £3636 had been
paid within the year. Thirteen grants for
church-building had been made by the Com-
wittee, amounting to £1179, and frum returns
sent in to the Committee, it appeared that the
sum of £19,379 had been raised fur church-
building this year from 834 parishes. The en-
tire revenue of the Committee this year
amounted tu £6590, being an increase of £1544
uver last year, and £1048 more than the largest
sum ever received in & single year. The Com-
mittee, in concluding their report, stated that,
from returus which Lad been guthered up aud
classified, they could state this year it was de-

finitely ascertained thiat the Churcl's voluntary.

contributions (frum 834 cungregations out of
1250) fur charitable and mi_.ionary purposes
amount to £137,256, exclusive of a large sum
raised for the angmentation of small livings.
Mr. Robertson, Greenock, moved the adoption
of the report, which was seconded by Sheriff
Barclay, and unanimously agreed to.

An overture froin the Presbytery of Aber-
deen, calling attention to a deficiency in the
number of elders in many parishes throughout
the country, was, on the motion of Dr. Pi.ie,
remitted to a committee, with instructions to
inquire into the cause of the evil complained
of, and to suggest suitable remedies.

Mr. Paiy, of Galashiels, gave in the report of
the Committee of Army and Navy Chaplains,
which noticed an addition of one chaplain to

of the committee, bringing the number of com-
missioned Presbyterian Chaplains to Her Ma-
Jjesty’s Forces up to seven—a number not in
due proportion, in the opinion of the commit-
tee, to those of the other Established Crurch.
The income of the committee for the year had
been £377, and the committee had expended
£639, but they expected to wipe off their debt,
and receive sufficient funds for the ensuing vear
from the proceeds of a collection recently made
for the scheme. The report was adopted, on
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which the committee had been exgzaged during
the year, and spuke with satisfactivn of tne
success which Lad atteaded their efforts.

Moxpay, June 3.

The Moderator read a letter he Lad received
from the Secretary of the Edinburgh branch of
the Scottish National Reform League, com-
plaining of a statement made in the report of
the Committee on Intemperance, fuunded on an
extract from Blackwuod's Mugazine to the effect
that “such a scene of placid drunkeaness ” bad
not been witnessed in Edinburgh since it be-
came a city as was witnessed on the occasion
of the Reform demvunstration last autumn. The
committee of the League asserted, and gave
cxtracts from the police books to prove that
the number of committals for drunkenness on
the day referred to were not larger thaa on oc-
casional holidays during the year, and even on
the “Fast-days"™ set apart by the Established
Church. Dr. Cook said be would regret ex-
cessively if the Assembly had been iustrumen-
tal in circulating what appeared to have been
an unfounded statcment. Dr. Pirie protested
ageainst the Assembly being lield responsible for
all that appeared in the rcports , und on his
suggestiou, the letter was referred to the Com-
mittee on Intemperance who prepared the re-
port.

The Moderator aunounced that he had re-
ceived a communication for Dr. Woodford, in-
timating the presentation to the library of a
copy of his edition of the Shorter Catecbism,
and suggesting the propriety of making a tran-
script of the minutes of the Westminster As-
sembly of Divines, from which he had intro-
duced several cxtracts. The suggestion was

; cordially approved of, and a commitlee was

appoiited to see it carried into effect.. A sum

. of £120 pounds was subscribed in the course of
, the day to assist in defraying the cxpenses,

C - which will amount to about £2u0.
those on the staff, under the superintendence

the motion of Dr. Nicholson, seconded by the

Hon. Major Baillie.
Mc. Stevessox read the report of the Com-
mittce  on Correspondence with Foreign

Churches, and on Continental Chaplaincies, .

which stated that they had voted £400 to the
Waldensian Church and the Central Protestant
Suciety of Irance. The comnutitec proposed
that their head-quarters sbould be transferred
10 Glasgow. Mr. Vernier, representative from
the Central Protestant Socicty of France, ad-
dressed the Assembly on behalf of missions on
the Continent, after which the report was
alopted, on the motion of Principal Camphell,
seconded by Mr. M‘Laren, of Mertoun.

The Report of Psalmody was then read, which
gave a detailed account of the operations in

Dr. Niciorsox gave in the report of the joint-
committees appointed to obtain information
with regard to the amounts contributed towards
the schemes of the Church, 838 congregations
had seat in returns, but from 412 churches no
information bad been received. The total sum
reported for home miscions was £69,655, 5s,
24, ; for education, .£23,850, 1s, Gd,; for en-
dowment, £26,000,; charitable contributions
from 83 congregations, £1155 ; for foreign mis-
sions, £17,359, 175, 3d,—making a grant total
of £138,530,3s,11d. The report was approved
of, and the committee reappointed.

Dr. NicuoLsox gave in the report of the Sab-
bath Observance Committee, which recommend-
cd the Assembly to petition against Mr Hughes'
Sunday Trading Bill. Mr Campbell Swinton and
Dr Cook doubted the propriety of their interfor-
ing in the matter ; but the recommendation of
the commitlce was agreed to.

Dr. Coox submitted the report of the commit-
tee appointed to inquire into the power the
Church had over tke Theological Faculties ia
the Universities. The report was chiefly occu-
picd with the statement of the powers coaferred
upon the Church under the original charters of
the Universities, and of the way in which they
bad been cxercised. The report was approved
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of, and the committee reapuinted to prosccute
their inquiries into the subject.

At the evering sederunt, Slieriff Tait present-
ed the report onimmorality,which referred chief-
ly to the measures which, ought to be adopted
tor decreasing the illegitimacy still so prevalent
in rural districts. The report wax approved of.

The Moderator thereafter delivered his clos-
ing address. He noticed with satisfuction the
fact that so much of the time of the Assembly
had been occupied wita reports on home and
foreigr missions and the schemes of the Church;
and he had been still further gratified to learn
the increasing liberality shown by th2 members,
He then proceeded to allude to the excellence
of the Presbyterian form of Church government
as exhibited in recent mectings of Assembly ;
and to the good which resulted from the happy
combination, on the one hand, of collect-
ive power and authority, and, on the other,
of indiv.lual parity and frecedom in dealing
with all matters civil and ecclesiastical. And,
while they bad good reason fur insisting and
believing that the system was founded on and
agreeable to the Word of God, they did not in-
sist on their awn form of government being of
vital necessity to the constitution of a Christian
Church. They had no sympethy with the nar-
rowness of vicw which regarded the mere out-
ward framework of a Church as of equal impor-
tance with the weightier matters of Christian
faith and daty; and this of itself constituted a
sufficient reason why they could not join with
the Prelatists, whose views with relation to this
subject he briefly stated. But it did not seem
to him to have been the mind of Christ that
there should be in outward things an organic
unity established in His Church—the union He
contemplated was & union rather of a spiritual
nature. He defended Presbyter’anism from the
reproach which had been cast upon it, that it
had a tendency to foster lax views of ecciesias-
tical unity, and to encourage endless divisious
and dissensions, and maintained that many of
the most grievous heresies with which Christen-
dom was cver disturbed had their origin not
under a Presbyterian, but a Prelatical system.
But a Scottish secession had never in the least
degree affected either the grand distinctive fea-
tures of their doctrinal creed or of their eccle-
siastical constitu‘iun ; and the different parties
into which the Presbyterian body had been di-
vided were yet substantially the same in orga-
pisation and discipline. This was matter at the
same time for congratulation and humiliation;
and he said for himself, and he was sure he had
the hearty concurrence of many, if not of all,
that they would hail with unmingled satisfac-
tion the prospect of a reunion with the other
Scotch Presbyterians. There were serious dif-
ficultics in the way, but they had seen greater
<hanges of sentiment, and more unlikely legis-
lative and social changes occurring within late
years—nay, within the present year—than
would be necessary to the fulfi'ment of such a
hope. In the meanwhile, ho urged upon them
the duty of co-operating with their Presbyterian
kinsmen, if there was np prospect of their being
actually incorporated into onc Church; and as
one way in which they could do this, he recom-
mended the appointment of & General Mission
Board for all their Churches.

I
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The Lord High Commissi: n.r then addressed

. the Assembly, and after the usual devotional
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ex-rcises, the rev. Court adjourned shortly be-
fure twelve u'cluck, tu racet again un Thursday,
218t May 186S.

REPORT OF THE LAY ASSOCIATION IN
AID OF THE SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

Tle annual meeting of this association was
held in the hall of the General Assembly yes-
terday evening. There was a numervus atteu-
dance of ladies and gentlemen. Professor
Douglas Maclagun was called to the chair; aul
the Rev. D. Playfair, Abercurn, conducted the
devotional exercises.

Mr. A. T. NIVEY, secretary and treasurer,
read the fullowing report of the Committee .—

“ At the annual meeting in May, 1866, it was
explained that the sbsence of Mr. Culin Graut
from Scotland at the season when he had
usunlly applicd Limself to the contributors, and
bis resignation of the offices of secretary anl
treasarer of the associativn, Lad prevented the
collection of funds for the previous year. It
was then in the contemplation of the committec
that the contributions fur the year whichendel
on 1st May 1856 and the year then curreut
should be separately applied for—the former
in June 1866, and the latter early in the pre-
sent year. On farther consideration, it wa,
thought better that the contributivas for the
two ycars should be ingathered simultaneousiy,
as carly in 1867 as possible, and this view hLas
been carried out.

“ The committee have the satisfaction to r¢-
port that the contributors generally have res-
ponded with liberality and alacrity to the cail
which has ueen made upon them, and that,
after paying all charges (including the print-
ing and distribution of two annual reports, aud
the expense of the accountant’s report on Mr.
Gran.'s accounts fur seven years), they have at
present in the bank upwards of £1000. A few
additional contributions for the past year are
still expected, and the committee propuse, carly
next month, to allocate the funds realized.
Reference is made to the annexed abstract of
the treasurer’s accounts.

« The future management of the association
has becn the subject of cardful consideration.
Mr. Baxter (now auditor of the Court of Scssiun)
who succeeded Mr Colin Giant as secretary
and treasurer, has found it necessary to resign
Ins connection with the association in that
capacity, and Mr. A. T. Niven, C.A,, bag, sub-
ject to the approval of the contributors, been
appointed in stead. The funds now in bank
bave been collected by Mr. Baxter; and
although he has been unable, from the pressure
of other and imperative cuties, to carry out
fully the reorganization of the association, be
has, in a report to the committee, explained his
views a3 to the mode in which this shouid be
effccted. As these have met with the approval
of the committee, they think it right to submit
to the contributors the following extiact from
Mr. Baxter's report :—

It has been stated—and by those whose
opinion is entitled to respect—as an objection
to the association, that it has accomplished the
work for which it was created, and thatit i3
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now mainly a means of obtaining additional
sums frum a comparatively small number of
persons who contribute otherwise to the
schemes. Ina certainsense, and to a limited
extent, these statements are not without foun-
dation ; but, adwittine this, the conclusion at
avhich I have arrived is, not that theassociation
should be dissolved, but that it should be man-
aged so0 as to enable it more efficiently to per-
form the work which still remains for it. When
furmed, immediately after the secessivn in 1843,
the Lay assuciation was of vital importance to
the very existence of the schemes of the Church.
Fortunately the schemes have now in a great
measure regained their pusition, and the aid of
the assuciation has ceased to Le absolutely ne-
cessary. Still, as an auxiliary, and the neauns
of increasing the funds of the schemes by get-
ting in money which would nut utherwise reach
them, the help of the assuciation is not 1o be
despised. It has stiil work to do, and usctul
work for the Church, although not so impur-
taut as that for which it was formed. It must
be admitted that during the last few years the
number of cuntributors has been greatly re-
duced, and also that many who continue to
contribute give otherwise to the schemes, but
it is equally true that a large proportion of th:
funds at present received cumes from those who
do not contribute in any other way; and the
question fur considerativn is—Cau the number
of such contributors be increased? From the
experience I have had, I am satisfied that, with
proper excrtions, & very large increase may be
obtained, and I shall shortly state my views as
to the course which shoild be followed.

+ +In the report of 1865, and again in that
of 1866, an intention was indicated of resorting
to the plan adopted at the furmation cf the
association, of dividing the whole of Scotland
intv & certain number of clearly defined dis-
tricts, to be under local management, with pro-
vincial associativns, all superintended by the
Acting Committec in Edinburgh. My opinion
is that, in the altered circumstances, this course
is too ambitious, and that the end in view may
be accomplished by ar organization much more
simple and less expensive. While a large gen-
cral comimittee, composed of friends of the
Church throughout Scotland, may with pro-
pricty and advantage be continued as at pre-
sent, 1t scems to me that the actual working of
the association must be committed to one indi-
vidual—the secretary and treasurer—aided by
an acting committee, composed of men resident
in Edinburgh, who will take an interest in the
work, with whom he can at all times take
counsel, I would further suggest that the
seeretary and treasurer should have the assis-
tance of local secretaries in various places, to
be nominated by him, beginning with appoint-
ments in some of the larger centres, such as
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, .and Iaverness,
and gradually increasing their number as the
work may require or opportunities may ocour.
These local secre.aries may, ifthey wish to do
0, consult with friends of the Church in their
district : but I would deprecate the formal ap-
pointment of local committees, and upon the
simple ground that in such matters individual,
and not collective, responsibility is most to be
relied on. My last suggestion is that in the
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management of the assuciativn rigid economy
should be studied. The work of auch an associa-

. tion to be well done, must be done mainly as a

labour of love for the Church. It isabsolutely
necessary, with such a management as that
con.emplated, that the secretary in Edinburgh
should have an efficient clerk, and for that 1
consider the allowance hitherto made Ly no
means excessive; but the labours of the local
secretaries, oughtI think tobe gratuitous. Theto
aresurely inevery Presbytery many layvmen who
will be plad to expend a portion of their time
in the advancement of the schemes of the
Church; and I caqnot believe that there i»
any Presbytery in which there is not at least
one who will cheerfully give his gratuituus aid
to the secretary and the Acting Committee, in
carrying out the objects of the Lay Association
in the district with which Le is connacted.

“If the contributors at the annual meeting
shall be pleased to approve of these suggestions,
the Acting Committee will at once proceed tv
carry them out.”

Mr. Nivgy added—It scems only necessary,
according to custom, tu add the following brief
statement regarding the total sums contributed
fur the support of the schemes duringlast year.
The subscriptions received by your committee
during the period have amounted to nearly
£1100. The revenue of the five schemes for
the year 18306-67 as stated in the various reports
is as fullows :—Education, £7067 16s. 3d (irre-
spective of Normal School receipts; ) fureign,
£6746 5s. 8d.; home, £6599 45 5d.; colonies,
£4416 0s. 104. ; Jews, £4427 18s. 5d. It thus
appears that the revenue of the five schemes, ex-
clusive of co..cributions through the Lay Asso-
ciation, has amounted to no less than £29,273
5s. Td.—a sum very largely in excessof any for-
mer year. (Applause.) This is matter of great
thankfulness to your committiee, and ought to
Lbe an encouragement to the members of the
associativn to redouble their efforts in support
of the schemes of the Church.

The CaairMax moved the approval of the
report. He expressed the gratitude of the cotn-
mittee to Mr. Baxter fur having devoted so much
cnergy to the work of the association during th»
short period he had filled the office of sccretary
and freasurer, which he committes regretted
hie had had to relinquish owing to the pressure
of official duties. That gentleman had, how-
ever, shown how much could be done by a
single encrgatic man who put his shoulder
the wheel. (Applause.) Knowing, however,
a3 they did the energy and actirity of Mr. Niven,
they had no doubt of his carrying on vigorous-
1y and successfully the work of his predecessor.
It was stated in the report thatit had been pro-
posed that the association should now be dis-
solved, baving accomplished the work it was
intended for, and that it was now mainly a
means of gathering the contributions of those
who otherwise gave to the schemes. Now, if
it did nothing clse, he thought that would be a
sufficicnt reason for keeping up the association.
(Hear, hear.) So long asits labours brought
in gifts to the treasiry, so long, he thought,
should its organisation be maintained. (Ap-
plause.) But it must be borne in mind that
the association was also instrumental in obtain-
ing the contributions of many who did not
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otherwise give to the schemes.
Episcupalian Jaymen who contributed to them
through this association who would otherwise
have no opportunity, and at & former meeting

the case was noticed of an Episcopalian pro- .

prictor in this neighbourhood who had given
£10 a year for twenty years. This association
was also useful in bringing femsle a *ncy to
bear on the promotion of the schemes; it wasa
means of gathering contributions from parishes
which from any cause did not mske collections
for the schemes; it was a good medium for
receiving gifts which, perhaps owing to 2 rainy
day, had not been put into the plate on collec-
tion days; and, last of all, it formed o tic 10

connect all the schemes together. (Applause.) |

It was like a jewel in which there were fine
brilliants of great lastre, and though it formed
only the little circlet of gold of less intrinsic
velue, yet it was of important service in bind-
ing them all togetiier.  (Applause.)

Mr. Coose, Montrose, scconded the motion ;
which was unanimously carricd.

The Rev. J. E. Crxsing moved :—* That the
home missions of the Church are deserving of
the liberal and prayerful support of the mem-
bers of the Charch.”  He repelicd asinapplica-
ble in their case the taunt which had often been
cast upon the Christian Church of neglecting
the orphan at home in their zeal for the Hindoo
widow. This Church could not, he thought,
te sccused of this # telescapic philanthropr,”
and he did not believe it possible for any
Church to succeed in foreigh missions without
having an cfficient and cnergretic home mission.
He described the various branches of the home
wission proper, remarking that the education
commitice was nothing but a home mission for
the yonng, and the endowment scheme a heme
mission for posterity.  There were an the list
of the Home Mission Committee 13 chapelsand
stations, on which £2600 were expended, and
and from 66 of theee they had retarns which
thowed £3589 had been raisced locally in sup-
plement to the grants of the commiitee At
these 66 stations they had upwands of 26060
commanicants, and upwards of 15,600 persons
in aticndance, being an avemage of 113 com-
manicaats, and of 220 persoas aliending. In
the matier of church bailding, geanis bad
last year been made ta the extent of L1230,
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There were | the education revence £22,428, the endowment

revenue £26,000, all of which was strictly home
and they found that the
whole sum collected by the Church, so far as
could be ascertained, for missionary,bencvolent
and charitable purpeses during the year. had
been £134,978. (Loud applause.) It was often
supposed that all that the Church did for mis-
sions was the airect contributions to her
schemes, amouuting this Fear to some £20,000 or
£30,000. It was right it shonld be known and
understood that the sum total of the missionary
contributions of the Church amounted toa good
many times that sum.  Mr. Cumming concluded
by an eloquent apneal for farther support to
the home mission operatiors of the Chureh, in
the view of the vast amount of spiritual desti-
tution that existed in the conntry.

Mr. Epuvrsp Baxtee scconded the motion,
and expressed his conviction that the associa-
tion had not ountlived its purpose, and that in-
stead of bringing in onc thoussnd pounds for
the scaemes it might be made togather in thou-
sands.

The Rev. Dr. Henouay, Mclrose. moved—
t That the Coloniel, Forcign, and Jewish Mis-
sions demand the cordial srmpathy of the
Church, her carnest pravers, and her libemal

* consideration.” The Rev. Doctor warmly plead-

¢d fer the maintennnce of all the different agen-
cies at present employed for the evangciisation
of Tadia, and attributed the conversions that
took place not to one. but in many cases to the
concurrence of different modes of presenting
the gospel.  The Zenana missions, nndertaken
by females, he reckoned among the mostimpeor-
tant of all, for one of the greatest of the hin-
dmances to the open cenversion of the men wat
the dread of separation from their wives.

The Res. R. H. Mrir, Dalmeny, seconded

_ the motion, and dwelt at some leagth on the

claims of the colonial schemes which had that
day been before this Assembly.

On the motion of Mr. Sherifi BARCLAY, & cv2-
dial votc of thanks was given lo Professes
Maclagan for presiding; and the meeling was
bronght 0 a-clese with plalmedy and benedir-

» ion.

and £5260 had been logaliv r2iced to meel

these graats.  Mr. Cumming proceeded to
deserite the varicns movable missions in-
stitated by the commitice—namely the febere
men's mission, which fellawed the fshermen
of the west ceast during summen—in oae case
abont one thocsand of them beiag felloxed to
¢ Ray of Howth; the ¥ summer missions ™ for
providiag religions ondinances to the vast asm-
bers who crowded the sea-athing and waleriag-
placesia the sammer and antsmn; and the navey
missionr, nstitated for the Benefit of the nav-
viczemplored in the constraclion of milwars
and other werks,  He siated Ui the revense
of the Heme Nission Commmitire ameanied this
¥ear 10 £659 bring £1600 more than it was the
xear hefore the Seecssion ; bal this hy no means
representied what the Charch was doing in howme

missien work ; for, from the schedales jast ve-

ctived, it was shown that the actwal bome @is-

130 revenar of the Charch kad been L89,573, .

FEMALE EDUCATION IN INDIA.
From the Edin. Courasl.

The twenir-ninth anasal meeting of ke
Scotlish Ladics” Association for the Advance-
ment of Female Edacatien in Indin, was held
restenday afternoon in the Hopeloua Rooms.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Haddmagton, et
Hajesty's lord High Commissioner of e
Chureh of Scstiand, occrpied the chair: and

* there was a large attendaace of 1adics and gex-

demen.  Among thare accompanyiag the Leod
High Commissioner to the patferm and iathe
hall, we otsread—1L.cnd Binniag, the Hen. Mx-
jor Raillic, the Rev, Drs Cook, liaddinglen.

' Pitie, Aberdeen ; Rissel, Bowrtie ; Roge, Cleish;

Samith, Catheart; Mearns, Rinacdl; Mackearic,
Lasswade: and Maxwell, Nicholson: the Rer.
Profcspor Milligan, the Rev. Nessrs Suaihesy,
Prestonpans 1 Williamsen, Alla¥abad ; Swmith,
Horiol; Tomence, Gleacvoss; Smith, Somth
Teith; Cumming, Newingion ; Msin, Mal=meay:
Nives, Cranstown; Horar, Corstorphine : Ned-
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#on, Ceylon; Batty, Rirk. : Lang, Fyvie;
Rassell, Yarrow: Playfa. , Abercorn; Millar
(chaplain of Edinburgh garrison): Macduffi,
Ratho; Sproit, Chapel of Garrioch; Cameron,
Logierait; and Bell, Canada ; Dr Young, Howie-
son; Messrs. Alexander Stevenson, Alexander
Campbell, R. E. Scott, Thomas Stereanson, A.
T. Niven, &c. .

Dr. Cook haring opened the meeting with
prayer, said be had been requested by the Mo-
derator of the General Assembly to express his
regret that in consequence of the many duties
still devolring upon him in coanection with bis
office, he had been unabic to be present at so

important a meeting, and show bis respect for |

his Grace the Lord High Commissioncr.
plausc.)
The Lorp Hicn Couuissioxer said—It is with

(Ap-

the greatest pleasure that I address the large
and influential assemblage which I sec gathered -

togcether in this room. It a pleasure to me, be-
cause I doubt not you have come here to-day
t0 show the decp interest which vou take in

this association, and ycur desire to advance its .

iaterests in every way which lies in Four power.
{(Applause.) 1 am sure that this association de-
serves your st hearty co-operation, as, inmy

opinion, cvery association does which has forits !

object the spread of Christianity throughout the
world. (Applause.) It is impossible for me to
eoter at this time into long detxils or to make

any long address to you oa this sabject, for two -

reasons; in the first place, because I kaow that
1 am not perfectly conversant with it; and, in
the sccond place, because there are gentlemen
present to address you who are more competent
than I am to explain the objects of this 2ssocia-
tion. 1 think it is imposible to conccive any-
thing whick can be morc gratifying to the ladies
who had so well, anxionsly, and ardaously dis-
charged the dalies of this association than the
success which has hitherto atlended it (Ap-
plausc.) It is almost impossible for me to speak
12 teo high terms of commendation of these

l2dies, and this only 1 say, that verily they will .

have their reward. (Applause.) I shall conclade
by simply saying, that I esteem it = very great
tonour to hiaTe brea called upoa to il the po-
sitioa which T hare been called to occapy.

Mz Nivex, C. AL (the treasarer), read the an-
2wl report, which stated that after thirty
Tears cxistence the associztion stll continued
Tigorously and suceessfally to carty on the
work for which it was orgasised. The operations
<fthe socicty ate caried onat Calcuttz, Madras,
Poozaa, Cerlen, and Seatkole. Atthelastanaual
examination of the girls in the orphanage at
Calentia there were fariy-cight girls peeseat.
Sereral popils were removed from the instita-
tien datiag the vear, bal the vacancies were
£%ed ap by the asTival, in Augast lasy, of cigh-
teea girls from the famias district of Ogrigsa,
Qf these gizls, who are all orphaag, great hopes
are eatesizined. The girlt ace from fonr to
€rvea rears of age ; aime of them are supposiced
by fricads in Calestiz, &g, and Kidderpore.

Three girls have expressed their desive for 2d-

Rigkion to he chureh by baplism.  No fermal
Teport for the pear bas 28 vet been reccived from

the Presidency of Madras, whichmay beaccosat-

€d fac by the Rev. Mr. Bell, the bowomary socres
sy, having brea odbliged, oo acceuat of bis
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1 health, to return to Scotland. Mrs Dyer, pre-
| sident of the ladies’ committee, who takes s
i very deep interest in the mission, reports that
| there are at present forty-one girls in the orpba-
’ nage. There are now twenty-cight girls in the
| Poons orpbanage. From various causes, diffi-
+ culty has beca experienced in carrying on the
i orphanage at Colombo, Ceyion, during the past
year. A report from the Rev. Mr Young states
+ that partly owing to the state of the funds, and
partly owing to a contagious disease having
broken out, it wasdeemed advisable by the com-
mittee to send home, for a time, those children
who bad parents or friends able to take care of
j them. This proceeding, although a painful one
| to the committec, was most necessary uner the
| circumstances; bat immediately on hearing
+ that the parent association had made an addi-
tional grant, and as soon &5 the orphanage houss
had been thoroughly cleansed 2nd purificd, such
of the children as had quite recovered were re-
ceived back, and ever since, the nubers have
{ been gradunlly increasing. The commitiee kave
bowever, resolved; that in the meantime arnd
uatil the funds are in a more satisfactory state,
! no more than cighteen children shall be admit-
“ted. The Morotto School in Cervlon is siill
prosperous, and is at the present time more
cfficient than perhaps it cver was before. The
+ orphanage at Scalcole bad bad its numbers
y reduced by two deaths and two marriages, and
was at the daie of the last report atteaded by
¢ fifteen girls. The mission at Chumba was re-
ported to be attendrd withmarked success The
| state of edacation in all the orphanages was re-
ported to be satlisfactory.
The committee have azain to ackndwledge
+ the sam of £133, 7s, 6d. reccived from Canzda,
per Joba Paton, Esq. of Kingston, secretary to
+ the Jureaile Presbyterian Mission there, to whom
as well as o the Rev. Mr. Bell, joint secre-
! tary, the association are deeply indebted. A
sum of £12 has likewise been reccited from
New Bruaswick. No fewer than thirty-six or-
Phans are supported at the different orphanages
, by contributions from Canadian Sabbath schools
= besides the salary of the teacher of the Kidder-
pore school at Calcalia. The committee bate
also 1o record their thaoks to Rew. James Mit-
chell, of Soath Leith, who, on 23th Apsil,
preached a sermon in St Stephen’s Charch on
behalfof the association, and who was alse
kind cdoogh toadvocate the claims of the as-
sociation in Liverpool.

The 1ol revenac of the association drring
the past year, derived from contridbations, ia-
. tevest of capital iavesied, and legacics, has
, amozaled 13 £2000. The expenditane, on the
i other band kas beea L2330, It will thes e
, seca that the revense bas been guite equal to

the avesage of former years. and if e expea-

diture bas been in exess of the average, this
hzs aneea from an altesation in the sysicm of
makiay remitiances, hariag throwa npen the
year the parment of Wirce halfeveasly insial-
{ enls to cach staboy, ia place of tww,
Th Rev. Jaxps Wintaaxsox, Allakabad,
s mored =% That the repert be adopied, and
Usal the thazks of the mecting be given to the
asxiliary associations, ladics’ commitiers, and
g baards ia Calcattz, Nadms,
Scalkele, Cazada, Liverpoo), &e.. for

o ea e e -

¢
! Baxeabay.
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the support which had been extended by them
during the past ycar.” Mr. Williamson, in
course of some remarks, referred to the great
destitution that prevailed in India in regard to
education. In Bengal and Behar the number
«f boys able to attend school and who were
growing up perfectly uneducnted, exceeded
the whole population of Scotland, men, women,
and ckildren. In the whole of India out of
16,000,000 of boys who should be at school,
only 1,000,000 were receiving instruction.
Jut startling as that fact was it shrunk intc ut-
ter insignificance as compared with the total
lack of female schools in India. Outof the
16,000,000 girls who should be at schools, there
were only 30,30 in actual attendance. Of
these 13,000 were children of native Chris-
tians and orphans: so that there were actually
only 17,000 of heatben Hindoo girls recciving
instruction instead of 16,000,000. Suppase
there were 13.900 girls at school in Edinburgh,
and that instead of that number there should
be only 14, that would give an idea of the lack
of cducation among girls in Iandis. Mr Wil-
liamson spoke at seme length on the preju-
dice which the Hindoos had against theis te-
males being educated, and to the great difficul-
17 of obtaining access to them, which was
10 some cxtent deing accomplished by the or-
phanages, and the system of visiting zenanas
which was carried out by thosc coanccted
with the institutions supported by this associa-
tion. Qne reasen why the associalion ought
to receive the support of all who desired the
cxteasion of Christ's cause in India was, thatit
was only through operations such as it under-
took that they could get at the femalesin In-
din. Thc missionary might preach in the ba-
zaars to gronps of men but no woman who valucd
her reputation would dare to loiter in the
group. They might cdacate the men as much
as they pleased, but unless they cducated the
women they could not look for any real
permanent improvement taking plree. The
women were the bulwarks of Hinduism, and
if their zeal for idolatry and for false gods
cotld be converied into zeal for Christianity,
their inflacace would be great on all the rela-
tions.

The Rev. W. Beui, Caaada. scconded the
motion, and made reference to the support given
by the Sunday schools in Canada for the obh-
jecis contemplated by the association.

The resolution was then adopted.

The Revs. Gavix Laxa, Fyvie. moved—% That
the mecling acknowledge their profuund gm-
titude to God for the success which haxs attend-
«d the cfforts of this association both at home
and abroad doring the past year, and resolve
to prosecule with increasing zeal the objects of
this association.”

The Rev. Cuas. Mzrsox, Cerlon, seconded
the resolution, and made pasticalar allusion to
thr schools at Colombo and Matottco,

This resolntion was also unanimously adopt-

On the motien of Mr ALEXAXDER STRUENSON,
a vole of thanks was given to the Lord High
Commissinuer far presiding.

The Rev. Janrx Resszw, Yarmow, onacladed
ke prooredings by pronoanciag the bezedic-
uen.
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VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN
THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

(From a Scotch paper).

The following is by 2 clergyman kaving cen-
siderable influcnce in the Church of Scotiand,
from his age and attainments :

The importance of music, as a department
of Christian worship, is universally admitted,
and it may well be matter of wonder (says the
writer) that such gross apathy should have so
long and so generally pervaded Presbyterian
Scotland, on a2 subject which commends itself
to the acceptance of all that would desire to
sec the simple and sublime service of our Na-
tional Church, receive that attention to whichi
it i3 eniitled, and which is so amply awarded
to their respective rituals by our brethren of
the Roman Cathclic and Ejpiscopal commu-
nions. Were we asked to point out the great
defect of our Scottish psalmody hitherto, we
should at once repiy—uwant of laste, oicing {,
want of cultivalion. This we hold to be the
great defect. It is not picty that will supply
this lack, nor vet the ardent zeal in religion,
but this tasic must be produced in this
matter, as in all others, by specific cultivation.
It is a distinct thing from picty—there may be
taste without piety, and there may be piety,
without taste. Theyr are distinct, but not op-
posite; on the contrary, in the union of the
two, lies the perfection of each. ¢ Pmise is
comely, but to be comely. it must be tasteful
as well as cordial; nor will our churches sing
less with the Acar! whea they sing wuh crt.
There is no department of Christianity, there is
no part of Divine service, where this finc union
of piety and taste is morc rarely exhibited than
palmody—* The service of song in the house ot
the Lord,’ as itis beantifully sxpressed in the
language of Seripture.

In adverting to the union of picty and taste,
we have in view the prejudice that exists in
many minds against such a doctrine, and which
may be traced 0 that perverse tendency in
man to ‘ put asunder what God has joined to-
gether. It is thus that fzith and reason, r=-
ligion and scicnce, picty and taste have been
dissociated, and evea placed in antagonism te
each other, while no antagonism really exists.
The present enlightened age can no loager to-
lerate this unnataral separation, but is demand-
ing their re-union—and jusuy so. Vor why
should taste be so highly honoured in sceular
wmattess, and yet be hanisked from the domaia
of religion ? Our argument is this, and let it be
fairly met, if it can be met.  There is an actis-
tic clement in every thing—in religion no less
than in other departments.  The ageof inspi-
tation—so at least all sober minds think—:s
past.  Qur ministers cannot preach by inspira-
ton ; our people caanol sing by inspiratien.
It follows, therefore, that, as in ail haman
matiess, he art itself of music must be cslli-
vated no less than the art of preaching, in or-
der to the attzinment of exeelleace in cither,
and hat without sach enltivatinn there can te
neither good preachiag ner good singing. Sach
| is our argument and its conclusion, the sonnd-
! ness and legitimacy of which we lease o the
{ J3dmwent of all mrasonable and sapregediced
| minds. There are, however, as we have hinted.
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persons ¢ wise in their generation,’ who admit
neither our argument nor its conclusion—who |
regard with indifference the charms of melody -
in the service of God—who immagine that if
singing be but heart-work, that is enough— !
and so, with this essential, think anything in 5
the shape of praise, however rude or doggerel,
good enough for the Almighty. Now, without, |
we trust, mcurring any breach of charity, we |
hold that this view of the matter is just an ex- |
cuse forindolence under the guise of spirituality.
We say it is indolence—sheer sloth; it is serv- t
ing the Lord with ¢ that which costs us nothing ;' j
it is ‘offering the lame and the blind for
sacrifice So did not David. And if it be |
asked, as is sometimes asked with, as we opine, i
more of grimace than of grace, what does |
God care for fine music, for the melody of ;
sweet sounds, provided we praise him with the
heart? we reply, by asking in return, Who |
10ld you that God does not care for this—that ;
1t affords him no gratfication ? Did the great
Creator pencil yonder tiny flower hid iu a soli-
tary nook? and are we to be told that He
has no eye for beauty ? No other eye rests upon
st than His own, and yet its loveliness is not
thrown away. It has not been created in vain, i
nor ‘
|
{
i
!
!
[

. + Born to blush unscen,
And waste its siveetness on the desert air.”

1n its own way, it ministers praise and delight
1o Him whose breath shed over it all its exqui-
site colour and fragrance. Did he attune the
human voice to melody, ana endow it with an
utterance—with a power of expression immea-
surably finer and more touching than articu-
Jate speech ? Did he attemper the human ear
1o the music of creation ? for =11 things are full !
cf music. There is music in the song of birds,
and in the laugh of cbildhood—there is music
in the wail of the mother for the loss of ler
first-born, and in the joy of the father embracing
his gallant sailor-boy, safe and sound from the
perils of the deep or from the shot and shell of
“4¢ enemy —there is music in the petition of the i
beggar, and in the ¢ groaning of the prisener’'—
there is music in the murmur of the brook and in ,
the roar of the occan and in the winds of Heaven
aad in the wave of the forest, in the thuader of ‘
the sky and in the motion of the spheres, where
cach star ‘in its orbdit like an angel sings. !
|
!
i

Heaven and carth, we say, atre full of music;
aad without & musical soul, we can have no
deep communion with Naturc—no sympathy
with her in her finest moods. Is all this true,
2ad shall we yet be iold that the Author of
Nature has no car for harmony—no delight in
melody? ¢Understand, ye brutish among the '
people; and ye fools, when will ye be wise?
He that planted the car, shall he not hear? !
%e that formed the eye, shall he not see 7 !

The strong and gencral desire evinced of late !
ears among all classes of religionists for the |
improvement of psalmody is a matter of pleas- !
ing satisfaction and a fine characteristic of the i
age. We feel persuaded that our Presbyterian
worship admits of being made the most solemn

=d impressive of any, by the infusion into it
¢f more life, and the adoption of cerlain im-
Trovements in our ritual, which, it mus: be
confessed, is wanting in body. We venture to
assert that the resources, whether of chomal or

P
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congregational singing, have never been fairly
tried, and that we have within every one of our
congregations an ordinary amount of musical
capability which might, with a little culture,
be turned to the best account. The truth is,
we have only to know what good psalinudy is
to fall in love with it, and tu be thoroughly
ashamed of our own hitherto miserable attempts
at the service of song—of our wretched paro-
dies on this divine art. We therefure bail the
movement for the improvement of vur pealmody
as *a token fur guod,’ and cordially * bid it God
speed.’ But we go a step further, and no less
cordially advocate the use of iustrumental
music as an auxiliary, not only desirable, but
essential fur a thorough, ¢fective, and 1 rma-
rent improvement in this department of wor-
ship. We do not now enter upon that questiv
vexala—the organ controversy—further than to
challenge from our opponents the production
of any Scripture authority in their favour. If
they have been fortunate enough to make such
a discovery they have the advantage of us, and
we are candid enough to make the avowal; but
we must be plain to tell them that unless they
produce their warrant, the mere ipse dixil of
prejudice, bigotry, or custom will not suffice

i for our conviction in the fuce of enlightencd

reason and rational expediency—to which we
mey add the pious and universal example of
(Presbyterianism excepted ) ancientand modern
Christendom. The maip, indeed the only argu-
ment we have cver heard scriously urged
aganst instrumental music in the service of
the sanctuary is that it savours of Popery. Well
—be it so. We have yet to learn that there is
anything wrong in taking a good lesson come
whence it may. Fus est discere ab hoste. With
all our professed abhorrence of Popery and
vaunted Presbyterian purity, we are liberal and
humble cnough to think thet there are some
things in the former which the latter would do
well to copy—that we are ncither so cultured
nor so immaculate as we are disposed to ima-
gine—and that the ‘Lady of the Seven Hillg’
1s not quite so bad as she is called.

Itis a somewhat remarkable circumstance,
too, that Presbyterianism which, numerically
speaking, forms & very inconsiderable fraction
of Christendom, should be almost the only or-
der of that vast fraternity which has penetra-
tion cnough to discern cvil in which all the
others find cdification—a singularity which,
while it certainly characterizes us as -a pscu-
liar peaple,’ may be construed more ways than
cne. It is, howerer, a pleasing sign of the
times, that even the rigidity of stern Presby-
teranism has begun to yicld to the genial influ-
ence of reason and candour, as appears from the
vory gratifving fact, that, of late, instrumental
music has been successfully introduced into
not a few of our national churches, though the
eniightened zeal and pradent foresight of their
ministers, scconded by the good taste and cor-
dial concurrence of the people ; and it requires
only a little pluck on the part of the clergy at
large to carry out an improvement so auspi-
ciously begun. For “afier all, —as has been
truly and judictonsly remarked— the great

i Qifficulty consists in the apathy and prejudices

of many df the clergy, or in their weak timi-
dity." * They fear the people,” whom they fancy
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zach innovations would offend and drive out of
the church. No duubt it is possible to mauke
the greatest improvements in so injudicious a
manner as to occasion evils for which their ac-
complishment could not compensate; but all
expericn.cs of the Scottish character may serve
1o convey a very different idea of their intelli-
gence aud goud sense from that which dictates
such apprebensions, and to convince any rea-

‘

sunnble wind tuat vur congregations would be |
very sout persuaded notonly to tulerate butto

welcome instrumental music, provided the
clergy would act firmly yet prudently in the
matter. The case is so clear, that it wants only
a little goud-terupered explanation to convince
all that are nut impenetrable to reason, that
the feeling agninst the use of an organ or har-
monium in cburch kas no foundation but cus-
tom and senseless prejudice. That man mast
indeed be a thoruvagh sirapleton, who, having
the ear of the people frum week to week, and
opportunity to rcason with them, without
reply, fifty or o Lundred times in the year, does
not soon succesd n persuading them of any-
thing that is in itsclf right, rcasonable, and
expedicnt.  In short, we shiall never succeed ia
msing the Church of Scotland to a pr per posi-
tion, as regards her ritual, by suc:.mbing to
ignomant prejudice, or fosteritg and flattering
the parrow-minded bigoteies which have des-
cended to us from rude, (literate, and fanatical
times. Not to speak of daty, it is oot evident
polics, as a Nativnal Chur-h, to threw aside
sach antiquated scrup.losities, and rise above
that miscrable parity ‘Toacl. not, taste net,
handie not.” We must lean upon the people's
growing knowledge and increasing liberality,
and wc taost, by all fair means, study to yro-
mote these, fur * hnowledge s power,’ and ‘a
wisc man is strtong, 3¢, a man of knowledge
increaseth sireagth.’

In conclusion, we feel warmnted in indulging
the confident and picasing hope that we have
entered on & new cra as regards psalmody—
that the day is at band whin sacred music,
vocal and instrumental, shall reccise the
bomage duc to its . lu. and inj.ortance—when

, ing at the tup of the stairs.
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THE REV.DR. CUNNINGHAM OF CRIFF
UN “CLAVERHOUSE AND THE COVE.
NANTERS.” ’

On the evening of Sunday last, the Rev. Dr.
Cunningbam deliveced the secund of a coutse
of lectares for the purpuse of prucuriug music-
buoks fur the congregation.  As it wasthe first
day upon which the organ was used in wurship
the atiendance was very large—all the sittings
being occupied, while numbers remained stand-
The collection

. which was tnken at the end of the service, we

— s = ke = s me em m ee - o . - -

all prejudice agaiast the ‘kist o' whistles," as |

an aid tn devolion, will Field tu the advancing
- . P .

spirit of an cnlightencd and liberal age—when

orgaas aod harmonicms will be as common as

precentors and chuirs—when ¢ the sersice of |
y Presbsters for the Scotch. Bach bas done

song shall occupy its rightful place in the
gervice of the sanctarry—waen the charches of
the land, afeer their protracted sleep in this
respect, will become thorosghly awake 2o a
dats which has been so long and so shamefaully
neglected—when the desotional clements of

belicre, was very handsome, sv that the I'sal-
mudy Committee have now, perhaps, as much
as required for their object.

The Rev. Dr. chuse fur Lis text Joshaa xxiv.
25, **So Jushua made a Covenant with the peo-
pie that day.” After explaining the crigin of
}lxc word fCovenanters.” the lecturer tracid,
in a clear and graphic mananer, the interesting
story of vur forcfatbers' struggle for religivus
independence.  They Lad suffered long and
much, and were justified in taking up arms to
defend themselves—nay, we should have de-
spised them if they had tamely suffered tnore.
He saw nothing hervic in Claverhouse. He
hunted out counventicles, shot peaceful men,
awd drowned helpless women, but these werc
not the deeds of a hero.  He fought two bat-
tles. In the first he was defeated, in the se-
cond he conquered and fell, but the victory
was achieved not by Lis superior gencralship
tut by the sudden onset and savage yells of the
rude Highland clans. In concluding n mos:
cxcelient lecture, Dr. Cunningham said .—The
stury I have told will not, 1 imagine, increase
your love for Scotch Episcopacy, But youa
mast not, from whet I have said,conciude that
Episcopacs s essentially and everywhere bad.
The very reverse is the ease.  In BEngland there
has been bailt upon the Episcopate a noble
charcli—the very bulwark of the Reformation,
the asylam of liberal thoaght, the nurse of emi-
nent tirtacs and of eminent men. But some-
huw or other, whenever Episcopacy has crossed
the Border, it has assumed a hateful form, fot
it has ever became allicd with Fopish doctrines
and ruthless arbitrary power. In the past, o8

" has been a blight to Scotland, and I do not

public worship, improved in method and st3le,
shall come forth from their obscarnity into dae |

ptomincnce, and no longes occups the humilia-
ting position of suhalterns to the sermon as the
*all 3n all,” bat skxil be clevaled to their proper
rank as the chief constituents of ‘ the house of

praser, agreeabiy to the meaning and import

of that itte—when the songs of Zioa will be
deemed the sweetest of all sengs—and when,
both 1n the family circle =ad in the great con-
gregation, thes wi. besang nitha pewer, and

a punity. and a melody, worthy of their sablime |

spirit and beavealy origin.

thiak it will be a blessing now. Wherefore,
var conclusion, is—Episcopacy for the Bnglish,

wecil in the land of its birth.and each posscsses
that divine raght which arises from having donc
well.  Let us, therefore, hold fast by our na-
tional faith, fur there is much in its history of
which we mas be proad. Bat while we rejeice
in the inhenitance of Liberty and reiigion be-
queathed to us by our mariyred forefathers, let
us not imaginc that oar Church is faaltless, and
that we possess & monopols of truth.  Let as
rather, ike wise friends, reform what is had,
and streagthen what is good —lct us ever be
adding a new ornament of bailding a new bat-
tress to our Scotlnh temple,—and so shall we
hand it down to vur children, and our chil-
dren’s children, 2 national testimonys to A na-
tional faith. Ruat let us at the same time re-
member that the great Gad is ne mere local

" deitvy—an patron of 2 seet or a church,—but

" that he is the Universal father, the ficad of that
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Church which is above all Churches, and which }
consists of good men and good women 1 cvery {
quarter of the world.

RBirurstary Epvcatios 18 Scutiasp.~—The
Royal Cummissioners appuinted to tnjusre tuto
the schools in Scotland report to Her Majesty
that they finad in that country a nativnal insu-
tation consisting of the parochial, sile, and
Parliamentary schools estabiished by law,
maintained by local assessment, and designed
to b2 commensurate with the educational wants
of the country, but, in fact, failing immeasur-
ably short of the ubject for which it was de-
signed. They find also a supplementary sys-
tem, forced into existence partiy by denomina-
tional risalry, but mainly by the deficicucies of
ihe nativnal system, which furnishes more than
two-thirds of educution of the raral distriets, .
and on which that of the towns maunly de-
pends. Both ihe national and the volantary
schools are to a certain extent aided by grants .
from the Commttee of Council. Assuming .
that one-sixth of the pupulation vught tube on
the school rolls, the 413, 367 children on the
roll of some school in Scutland are 92,000 tewer
than the proper number. Bat of far more im-
portance is the infurmation obtained as to the
quality of the teaching, the state of the build-
ings. and the appliances of the existing schiouls.
In all these respects the schools are in a large
messare defective. For details the Commis- |
atoners refer to the reports of the Assistant- .
Commissioners, and proceed to consider the |
best means for supplying the actual defects. |
The conclusion at which they arnive is, that by
2 judicious improvement of the parochinl or
national schools, and by taking adrantage of ;
the existing schools outside that system, com- ,

|
1
)

bined with a reasonable modification of the

rules on which the Privy Council grants are

administered, and the extension of Govern-

ment mspection, the cxisting schoois may

be rendered thoroughly efficient, and provision .
may be made under which these schiools may
atl, in ume, assame a national character. It
will even then, however, be necessary, espe-
aslly ia Inrge towns, to provide for the insti-
tation of new schools. In regard to the paro-
chial or nauonal schools, the Commissivners
are of opinion that schoolmasters ought to be
selected without regard to their being members
of the Esiablished Church, that there should
be facihiies gaven for getung rid of incfiicient
achooimasters now wnoffice ; and that prosision
shouild he made for repairing and cxlending
school buildings as may be necessary. The
schools supported by soluntary cfforis, it is
proposed, should be adopted into the national
aystem. and subjected to inspection and super-
vision in order to secare cfficiencr. For this
purpose the Commissioners are of opinton that
central authonily- is indispensable; and they
recammend the appmatment of 2 Board of Edu-
catian, consisung of a pad chairman and se-
cretary, appointed by the Crown, three per-
manent members to be named n the Act of
Parhiament. the cluef magustrates of Edinburgh,
Glazpow, Dandee. aud Abecdeen, and scven
Tepresentative members to be chosen by the
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Universities aud the Commissioners of Supply
of Inverness, Perth, and Ayr. The duties of
the Board will be to incorporate into the na-
tional system as many of the existing schools as
may be deemed requisite and efficient; to see
that every district is supplied with an adequate
number of schools, that the schuols are effi-
ciently maintained, and that the teacher doe3
his duty. The Committee of Council will con-
tinue to administer the Parliamentary grant,
and tv conduct the bussiness of inspection,
but the inspector should nut examine in reli-
gious knu~ledge unless requested to do <o by
a majority of the managers. Every n '.onal
schoul would Le ojen to scholars of au weno-
minations, with liberty for any scholar to be
withdrawn from eny instruction to which his
parents may, on religious grounds, object.
Noune cxcept oational schouls, it is propused,
shall slare in the Parliamentary graut; all na-
tional schouls to be subject to the Revised
Code. omitting as inapplicable to Scotland

. Article IV, which limits the Parliamentary

grant to the classes which support themselves
by marual laboar. The parish schools of Scot-
land have alnays been frequented by persons

. of every urder, and the system has been 2 na-
. tional system, sapported by the taxation of the

propricturs in the parish; and there bas been
sufficient tolerance to prevent any material
difficulty arising from the * cunscience” ele-
ment.  Under the scheme now propused by the
Commissioners the parochial and adopted
schuvls wouid cuntinue to be managed as at
present, but under the contrul of the Board. Tie
managers, therefore, of anadopted school will

; cuntinuc to clect the master and saperintend

the instruction, but the Board will have power

. to see that the master is eflicient and the build-

ings kept in repair.  These schools will not be
catitled to sharcinany local mt(, tie managers
and subscribers paying this price for retaining
the supcrinteadence in their own hands. But
as the denominativnal system is unnecessary
in Scutland, it is proposed thet no new deao-
minational school be erccted by the aid of the
Treasury, and that the privilege of adoption
into the aational system be confined to deno-
minational schools in existeace within two
sears after the passing of an Act for carrying
this report into effect.  When the Board pro-
pose to establish 2 new school, & school com-
mittee 15 to be elected by the town council or
(in a rural parish) the ratepayers, two-thirds
of the school committee may rcject the propo-
sal, but after 12 months the Board may, of its
own power, dircct the school to bé established.
For the crection and support of such new
schools there is ta be an assessment on the ra-
te-pascrs. proprictors, and occupicrs, and any
patachial of al pied school may be brought
ander this ciass of school by vote of two-thirds
at two suceessive meetings of heritors. With
the cxception of parachial teachers now in
office. the Raard will require all teachers in
schuots connccted with them to hold cerlifi-
cates of competency from the Committee of
Coancil a7 from Scotch University examiners.
The Boeard will have power, for good cause, to

. suspead or withdraw a certificate of compe-
, tencs.

In thc opinion of the Commissioners,
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the required number of
cfficient teachers iu Scotland may be supplicd

by a mazimum rate of 2d. in the pound on the '

annual valuation in the rural districts and in
most of the towns, and by a mazimum rate of
21d. in the Hebrides, in Glasguw, and in a few |
of the largest towns in the country. The Com-
missioners consider it desirable that the Fac- !
tory Acts be extended to branches of industry ‘
not at present under them, and that means be
adopted for securing the more cffectual obser-
~ance of them. The present report is confined
to elementary schools, making no recommen-
dutions specially adapted to infant schools,
evening schools, or female schools. Burgh |
schools and middle-class schools are still under
consideration; and the final report will deal
with normal, industrial, and reformatory
schools. Three of the Cemmissioners—Lord |
Lelbaven, Lord Polwarth, and Mr. A. S Cook
—though they sign the report, object to some i
of thepropusals made , Lord Bethaven * objects |
decidedly to the constitution of the proposed
Board.”

EpvcaTiox 1ty ScoTLasp.—A slatistical re-
port has just appeared on the state of cduca-
tion in tac Lowland county districts of Scot-
Jand. From this it is shown that the Commis-
gioners appointed to inquire into the subject
<isited 17 counties, and give returns for 123
parishes, containing 484 day and 15 evening
schools. The children in these pariskes, be-
tween the ages of three and 15, amount to
€0,124, and when the schools were visited
33,451 children were found on the books, and
26,971 were in actual attendance. There was
school accommodation for 35,591 scholars, the
staff consisting of 638 teachers and assistants
—99 pupil-teachers, and 19 monitors. Of the
teachers and assistants, 212 held Government
certificates, and of these 174 were also trained
jn normal schools; 4S thus trained held no
certificates, and 375 were otkerwise educated,
while 23 had University degrees, of whom only
cight held certificates. The income of these
schools appears to have been 31,160/, and the
expenditure 31,906/, being at the rate of sbout
19s. per head.  This return excludes five High-
Jand countics, half of Sutherland and Ross, and
sll towns exceeding 5,000 in population

Tie Oreay 15 TAE USITED PRESBYTERIAN
Styop oF ScotLaso.—The annual meeting of

efficient schools and |

the Srnod of the United Presbyterian Church
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of Scotland was held at Edinburgh last week.

The Synod assembled on Monday evening, and

disposed of most part of its business before the

close of the the week. The Rev. Thomas Fin-

layson, of Edinburgh, was chosen Moderator,

in succession to the Rev. Dr. Macfarlane, Lon-

don. The Synod heard parties on a memorial

from the session of Highbury congregation,

London, and also from certain members of
Brunswick-street congregation, Manchester,

praying that congregations should be atliberty

to make use of instrumental music in puablic

worship. The Rev. Dr. Edmoad, London, and

the Rev. Dr. M‘Kerrow, Manchester, pleaded in

favour of that latitude being allowed, the lat-

ter remarking that if New Testament warrante
must be found for all their doctrines and doings

whet was to become of the arguments their

Chnrch employed for the Sabbath and for in-

fant baptism? Let them abavndon the choir

and music-book, and follow the model of the

Churches of Judea, if any one could tell what

it was. The Rev. Thomas Russell, London, and

others spoke in opposition to the memorial, and

represented tiat the principle of congre-

gational liberty would saanction a great many

more innovations than the organ. If the

argument now used were good for any-

thing, it would suffice for bringing in the

prayer-book and Liturgy. The Rev. Dr.

M‘Ewen, Glasgow, moved that the prayer of
memorial be granted, but enjoining sessions

to pay due regard to the feelings of congrega-

tions. Mr. Fisken thought tbe introduction of
the organ question was a sign of retrogression ;
it had been settled in Scotland 300 years ago.
Dr. Taylor, Glasgow, moved that the memorial

be not entertained. He felt that the discussion
of this subject was mostinexpedient in the pre-
sence of the brond Churchism and latitudina-
rianism of the present time, and slso in pre-

sence of the negotiations going on for union
with the Free and Reformed Presbyterian
Churches. Dr. Calderwood, Glasgow, in

scconding this motion, said if they admitted

the organ, they might go the whole length of
haviag an orchestra and full choral service in

their churchies. Dr. Cairns, Berwick-on-Tweed,

was favourable to the views of Dr. Edmond, but
thought the Synod, hasing entered into nego-

tiations for union with other churches was de-
barred from teking up the question at present

On a division it was resolved, by 232 to 136,
not to entertain the memorial.

liscellancous.

THE DEATH OF DR. LIVINGSTONE.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir.—The hopes you have raised of the safety
of Dr. Livingstonc by the extract you have re-
produced to-day from the Times of India wil’
be, unhappily, but short-lived.

The same journal, of a subscquent date, May
17 (a copy of which I enclose), gives details of
ke savage attack and confhet which resulted

1a thedeath of bim whom cvery civilized netion

mourns.
I am, Sir, vour obedicnt servant,
M. Mo,

36, Gordon-square, W. C., June 29.

“ The hopes raised by the news which w¢
published on the 14th of May of the rumoured
safety of Dr. Livingstone have speedily been
gispelled, and there can no longer be any doubt
that he was killed by o savage of the Mafito
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tribe. The narrative of the Sep .y belonging
10 the Marine Battalion (21st Native Infantry)
who formed oneof the doctor's escort, and who
arrived from Zanzibar in the Gazclle on the
lath of May, turus oat to be altogether inaccu-
rate; and substantially, the tale toli by Moosa
is proved correct. .

“ The Nadir Shah, a vessel of war belonging
to the Sultan of Zanzibar, at present used as a
trader, reached Bombay on the 15th of May in
cargo ; and from information we obtained on
board, we are enabled to give a more detailed
account of the circumstances in connection
with the melancholy story of the doctor’s fate
than has yet becn published. The Nadir Shah
left Zanzibar on the forenoon of the 2Sth of
March, so that the news she brings is nearly a
month later than that brought by the Gazelle,
and three days later than the last despatch re-
ceived from Zanzibar by the Bombay Govern-
ment.

“ Dr. Livingstone took his departure from
Zanzibar in March, 1866, and was conveyed in
Her Majesty’s ship Penguin to Pinganch, at the
mouth of the Rovuma river. The expedition
consisted of Dr. Livingstone and 33 men, 10 of
whom were natives of Johanta, one of the Co- |
moro Islands, 13 Africans, and 12 Sepoys ofthe |
Bombay Marine Battaliun. It was thoughtby |
Dr. Livingstone that these Africans would be of i

|
!
|

service to him on his journey into the interior.
The Africans were formerly slaves, who had
heen liberated and educated in the Bombay Pre-
sidency. There was no other European in the
party except the doctor himself. The beasts
taken were—six camels, four buffuloes from
Bombay, five asses, and two mules, and among
the baggage there were furage, gunpowder, &c.
The Pengain started frum Zanzibaron the 13ih
of March, 18¢6, and the men in the doctor's
train and the beasts were taken from Zanzibar ‘
in a large dhow, which was towed by the Pen-
guin. In three days the Penguin arrived off the
Rovuma river, bat, owing to the strong carrent,
the dhow could not be got into the mouth of |
the stream. The expedition then made for Min-
nindany Bay, about 30 miles northward of Cape
Delgoa, where Dr. Livingstone and his party |
were successfully landed on the 25th of March.
The Johanna men, who had been engaged
for the ductor’s service by Mr. Sundley, the Eng-
1ish Consul at Johanna, were considered prefer-
able for the service to Zanzibar men. On the
march into the interior the Sepoys seem to have
suffered much, and Dr. Livingstone thought it
necessary to leave them on the route to enable
them to return to Zanzibar. In returning they
had but little to eat, and ran greatrisk of starv-
mg. One by one, all the Sepoys fell ill, and the
sickness that attacked the havildar was fatal,
as he died ofdysentery. None ofthe 12 Sepoys
who started with the doctor reached Nyassa,
and those who survived returned to Zanzibarin
August or Scptember. In October last the
Johanna men made their appesrence in Zanzi-
bar, and presented themselves before Dr. Seward,
the British Consui, when for the first time the
wmtelligence was received of the disaster which
had befallen Dr. Livingstone. From the nac-
counts of these Jobanna men, it would scem
that the expedition reached Lake Nyassa in safe-
«& and crossed the lake. They pushed on west- |
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ward, and in the course of some time reached
Gocmany, a fishing village on a river. This
would appear to have been on the second or
third week of Augustlast. The people of Goo-
many warned Dr. Livingstone that the Mafites,
a wandering predatory tribe, wire outon a plun-
dering expedition, and that it would not be safe
to continue the journey. But the dangers thus
presented to view were not suflicient to deter a
man who had braved so many before ; and, treat-
ing the warnings as but of slight moment, he
crossed the river in canoes the next morning,
with his baggage and train of followers, in safe-
ty. Previously to this time the whole of the
baggage animals had perished on the jouiney
from the want of water; and on reaching the
further side of the river the baggage had to be
carricd by the doctor's men. Being a fust walk-
er, Pr. Livingstone kept some distance in ad-
vance of the baggage-encumbered men ; and
Moosa only, or Moosa and a Tew others of the
party, kept up with him. The march had con-
tinued seme distance when Dr. Livingstone saw
tkree armed men ahead, and thereupon he call-
ed out to Moosa, “The Mafites are out, after
all,” or suine such words as thuse; and these
seem to have been the last he uttered. The
three Mafites were armed with buwsand arrows
and other weapuns, and they immudiately com-
menced hostilities. Evidently the men must
bave closed on the ductor, when, finding mat-
ters desperate, he drew bis revolser and shot
two of his assailants, but while thus disposing
of the two the third managed tv get behind Dr.
Livingstone, and with one biow from an axe
clove inkis head. The wound was mortal, but
the assassin quickly met his own doum, for a
bullet from Moousa’s musket passed through his
body, and the muarderer fcll dead beside his vic-
tim. Muosa states that the ductor died instant-
Iy, and that finding the Mafites were out he ran
back to the baggage party and told them that
their master had been hilled.  The baggage was
hastily abandoned, and the Johawna men, Moo-
sa, and the rest of the party sought safety by a
hasty flight, which, accurding to Moosa's story,
they continued until sunset, when they reached
a sccure hiding-place in the jungle. They held
& consultation, and it is alleged that Moosa pre-
vailed on them to 2o back to look after the body
of their late master, and that on regaining the
place where the murder had been perpetrated,
they found Dr. Livingstone's body lying there.
The doctor’s watch had been carried away, to-
gether with his clothes, the only article thatre-
maincd on the body being the trousers.  Moosa
and the men who had acompanied him ¢scratch-
ed’ a hole in the ground just deep enough to
bury the body in, and there left in a far remoto
and unknown spot the remains of theself-denying
and noble man who. all too soon for his conntry
and for the cause of civilization, but not too
soon for him to have carned an enduring fame,
found his end at the hand of an ignoble savage.
The corpses of the three Mafites were lying on
the spot where they had fallen; but no attention
was paid to them by Moosa, who on seare’.ing

y conld find no memento of his late master to

brng with him to Zanzibar. In making their
way to the const great hardships were expe-
ricncesd by Moosa and the other sursisors of the
party, who were in such astarving condition
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that they had to live upon the berries they
could gather by the way, until they fell in with
an Arab caravan, whichentertained them kind-
Iy. They were thus enabled to reach Keelwab,
10 the territory of the Sultan of Zauzibar.  They
were bere provided with clothes and necessaries
and sent on to Zanzibar, at which place they
reported all the circumstances to Dr. Seward,
by whom they were closely examined. Dr. Kirk, ,
of Zanzibar, an old associate of Livingstoue,
also questioned them carefully, and found that
their statement of the country through which
they alleged they had passed, correctly answer- .
¢d to the leading features of the wilds through
which Dr. Livingstone bad intended to track his
way.

: The Johanta men were taken to Jobanns,
and carcfully interrogated by the Suluan or Ra-
jah, as well as by Mr. Sundley, and their an-
swers tallied with Moosa's narrative. The Jo-
hanna men asked Mr. Suudley to pay them the
nine months wages due to them for their ser-
vices with the expedition, aud, as they were
entitled to what they demanded, the money was
paidtothem. Some of the men who went away |
-xith the expedition, and who were notaccount-
ed for as baving died, were still m.ssing.

#Qn the 26tb of December Dr. Seward left
Zanzibar in Her Majesty s ship Wasp, and pro-
cecded to Keelwah, but he was unable to obtain
any fresh information or to gatber additional
datails.”

TrE Bisie—(From an old author).—A nation
must be truly blessed if it were governed by no
other laws than those of this blessed book; it
i5 so complete a system, that nothing can be
added to it, or taken from it; it contains every-
thing neceded to be known; it affords a copy
for a king and a rule for a subject; it gives in-
struction and couucil to a senate; authority
and direction to a magistrate ; it cautions a
witness, requires an impartial verdict of a jury,
and furnishes the judge with his sentence. It
sets the husband as lord of the household, and
the wifc as mistress of the table ; tells him how
to rule, and her how to manage. It cntails
honour on parents, and cnjoins obedicnce to
children ; it prescribes and limits the sway of
the Sovereign, the rule of the ruler, and author-
ity of the master; commands the subjects to
honour, and the servants to obey; and pro-
mises the blessing and protection of its authorto
all that walk by its rules. It gives directions
for weddings nnd for burials; it promises food
and raiment, aod limits the use of both; it
points out a faithful and anr cternal guardian
to the departing husband and father; tellshim
with whom to leave his fatherless children, and
in whom his widow is to trust; and promises a
father to the former, and a husband to the Iat-
ter. It teacbes 2 man how to sct his house in
order, and how to make his will; it appoints &
dowry for the wife, and entails the right of the
first-born ; and shews how the younger branches
ghall be left, It defends the rightsof all, and re-
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veals vengeance to every defrauder, over-reacher
and oppressor. It is the first book, the best
book, and the oldest book in the world; it con-
tains the choicest matter, gives the best in-
struction, and affords the greatest pleasure and
satisfaction that ever wasrevealed. It containg
the best laws and profoundest mysteries that
ever were penned. It brings them best tid-
ings, and affords the best of comfort to the en-
quiring and disconsolate It cxhibits life and
immortality, and shews the way to everlasting
glory. Itis a brief recital of all that is past,
and & certain prediction of all that is to come.
It settles all matters in debates, resolves all
doubts, and eases the miod and conscience of
all their scruples. It reveals the only living
and true God, and shews the way tohim;and sets
aside all other Gods, and describes the vanity of
them, and of all that trustin them. In shout, itis
2 book of laws to show right and wrong ; a book
of wisdom, that condemns all folly, and makes
the foolish wise ; a book of truth, that detects
all lies, and confutes all errors ; a book of life,
and shews the way from everlasting death, It
is the most compendious book in all the world;
the most authentic and the most enteriaining
history that ever was published; it contains
the most early antiquities, strange events, woa-
derful occurences, heroic deeds, unparallcled
wars. It describes the celestial terrestrial, and
infernal worlds; and the origin of the angelic
myriads, human tribes, and infernal legions. It
will instruct the most accomplished mecbanic,
and the profoundest artist; it will teach the
best rhetorician, and exercise every power of
the most skilfui arithmetician; puzzle the
wisest anatomist, and excrcise the nicest critic.
It corrects the vain philesopher, and guides the
wisc astronomer; it exposes the subtlesophist,
and makes diviners mad. Itisa complete code
of laws, a pocket-book of divinity, an unequal-
led narrative; a book of lives, a book of tra-
vels, and a book of voyages. It is the best
covenant that ever was agreced on; thbe best
deed that ever wag scaled ; the best evidence
tLat ever was produced; the best will thatever
was made; the best testament that ever was
signed. To understand it, is to be wise indeed,;
to be ignorant of it, is to be destitute of wis-
dom; itis the king's best copy, the magistratc’s
best rule, the housewife's best guide, the ser-
vant's best directory, and the young man’s best
companion. It js the schoolboy’s spelling-
book, and the learned man's masterpicce; it
contains & choice grammar for anovice, and a
profound treatise for a sage; it i3 the ignorant
man's dictionary, and the wisc man’'s directory.
It affords knowledge of witty inventions fo:
the ingenious, and dark sayings for the grase,
and itis its owninterpreter. It cncourages the
wise, the warrior, the racer, the overcomer;
and promises an internal reward to the con-
queror. And that which crewas all is, that
the author is without partiality, and withont
hypocrisy ; for “in him is no varisbleness, noz
shadow of turning.”

et
— SRR



