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§ALVATION BY GRACE—FAITH ages to come God might shew the ex-
. &N THE GIFT OF GOD. ceeding riches of His grace in His kind-
By grace are ye saved through faith ; vess towards us through Christ Jesus”:
71 and that not of yourselves ; it is and then he adds, « For by grace are ye
% the gift of God.” Eph.ii. 8. saved through faith; and that not of
& L . Yyourselves; it is the gift of God.”
51t may well appear surprising that any .
i could consent, in any degree, to the We bave here tke source of salvationy
3 dietrine of salvation through the atoning ¢ By grace are ye saved”; the means, or
Eerite of Christ, and yet mix up with instrument, of salvation, “ through faith”;
it the influence, to whatever extent, of and even that faith, we are given to un-
#ir own works, as if these two things derstand is not of ourselves,” but is “the
&ald consist together, or the one did not it of God.”
§§cessarily destroy the other. There  The source of salvation, is the
#ems, however, tc have been a strong grace of God. We must keep in view
bgs in the daysof the apostle, as has this grand truth, that we are all guiity
ben the case in all times, towards the before God, and consequently the ob-
derine of a mixed salvation, partly by jeets of his merited displeasure. He
fce, and partly by works. Christ’s might have swept us from oft the face of
¥tk was needed to supplement man’s His earth ; He_might have executed up-
Wéefciency. Man, it was thought, could on us the fierceness of His wrath; we
fkéep the law of God in part: to the ex- might have been the objects of His un-
B8 it that he could keep it, hisown obedi- mitigated fury for ever. Sin, however
tate was a condition of his salvation, and perpetrated, by whomsoever perpetrat-
fqrthe rest, Christ’s work was ample sa- ed, merits this at the hand of . Itis
Gfaction ¥o a holy and righteous God— not only an evil, but a bitter. thing, to
Wisin opposition to this doctrine, ap- depart from the living God. The bitter-
pearing in come shape or other, that the ness tollows upon the evil, the punishment
ipastle has so frequently to contend ; and upon the sin: « The wages of sin is
wuphold the free, unmerited, sovereitn Death.” God might have executed the
mce of God. He cannot speak on the full punishment which sin entailed, nor
abject of man’s salvation at all, without kave afforded, a time of respite, ora way
__‘ﬂting, or warming, upon this point It of salvation. As sinners, He was by no
1§ the mystery, the marvel, the magni- means calicd upon to extand bis mercy
Biing featnre of the salvation, which, ev- to us; on the contrary, unless a way
if there bad been mo error of an op- could be found, in consistency with His
psite tendency to controvert, it would character, by which merey might be ex-
ave been impossible to Jose sight of— tended, he was bound to condemn us.—
e love of God, the mercy of God, the His broken law, His own character, the
4race of God, was his darling theme. He integrity of His moral government, ail
miinds the Ephesians in whatstate taey imprecated vengeance on the heads of
e by nature : He speaks of their deli- the guilty. Nor could any expedient
Mrance from that state, and the end for which we could devise, avert the merited
ich they were delivered,— that in the punishment. It was impossibie for us to

3

ES

y



180

satisfy that law which we bad once brok-
en, except in one way, by suffering its

enalty It was impossible for us to
ﬁeep it, btit even although we could have
kept it in all time to come, what could
this have availed for past transgression ?
All resources on our part were cutoff;
or rather, we had no resource whatever
to betake ourselves to. The redemption
of our souls must have ceased. becaunse it
was precious. But was there no help for
us any where else? Might angels not
save ue Y  Could these holy and blessed
spirits not do anything, to assist their fall-
en fellow-creatures, appease the wrath of
God, and avert the threatened calamity
which was too surely impending over our
lost world ? If they could, we may be
sure it would bave been dome. They
would not bave stood by uninterested
apectators of the sad controversy betwixt
God and any portion of Ilis creatures.—
The momentous issues which hung upon
that controversy, the glory of God, and
the eternal well-being of man, would
have impelled them to interfere. Think
ye, that they would have suffered a whole
race of Beings, of powers and capacities
like themselves, to perish without reme-
dy, if they could have furnished the re-
medy ? One thing is certain, that they
could have done nothing to put man be-
youd the exercise of Divine mercy. Ev-
en the utmost that they could bave done
would have been but an expedient which
God might accept, but which His justice
might refuse. Any expedient in the
whole compass of the universe could not
have set aside God’s sovereign preroga-
tive whether to save or to punish. It re-
mained with God to say, whether he
would allow of auy expedient for the sal-
vation of man, as well as what kind of
expedient he would admit of. If he did
not execute punishment, it was because
of his mercy ; or if he accepted of a pro-
vision to save his other attributes it was
atill of His mercy He could not exer-
cise His mercy, without such a provision
as would vindicate his character, and
maintain the security and integrity of
his government. When, accordingly, he
accepted of the mediation of Christ, it
was In the exercise of His mercy, and in
consistency with His justice. No plan
which could be adopted could take man
out of the bands of Divine mercy, and no
plan could be adopted which did not se-
cure the exercise of Divine justice. In
all cases, it could anly be by grace that
we could be saved. The plan whick God
actually adopted made the fallest provi-
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sion for the vindication of His justice; 4
upheld the integrity of His throne ; while
it was the most glorious display of grace
or mercy which could be afforded to thy
universe. Not only was there mercy
the plan, but mercy in the higlhest de.
gree, the most exalted pitch of mercy.—.
The love of God overleaped ali bounds
that it might accomplish its object. [t
was restrained by no limits dut those f
justice ; and it was in making provision
for the exercise of the strictest justicc
that its greatest glories were exhibited,
It was no small difficulty to reconcile the
conflicting extremes of justice and mer-
cy. It required the invention of a wis-
dom no less than Divine, and implied an
urgency in merey's appeals which no-
thing but the solution of that difficulty
could silence. The method fallen upon
was a discovery even in the counsels of
Jehovah : “ 1 kave found a ransom.” It
was by the Son of God substituting bim-
self in the room of sinners, assuming their
nature into union with his own, that in
one person, God and man, he might pre-
sent an atonement for the guilty : this
was the expedient. This was the Divine
plan; and sarely, it must augment our
conception of the mercy or grace of God,
that when such an expedient was requir-
ed, when in no other conceivable way
could the mercy of God operate, it con-
sented to this expedient, it sought the sa-
crifice, as it were, that it mightrest upon
its guilty objects. Justice spent itself up:
on God’s own Son that mercy might be
extended toman. The declaration then,
—¢ By grace are ye saved”, is the unde-
niadble truth in respect to our salvation.
It is this very feature of salvation which
ought to render it so attractive to us,
which renders it so repulsive. We will
not be debtors to grace: we will be jus-
tified by works. And yet, who does not
see that this is to contradict the very na-
ture of salvation ? Jt were not salvation,
if it were noi by grace: we are not lost,
we are not sinuers, if we can justify our-
selves. Either we are lost, we are sin-
ners, or weare rot. If we are not, then
there is no need of salvation; if we are,
then we must be saved by grace. Itis
implied in our very state as sinners that
we are the objects of the Divine displea-
sure, exposed to the Divine wrath, and
what can save us from that but the mercy
or grace of God ? It is the grand, the
distinguishing truth which makes the gos-
pel what it is, that « God so loved the
world that He gave His only bagofisn
Son, that whosoever believeth on him
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thould not perish, but have everlasting
lite And who shall pervert this truth ?
Who shall make the grace of God of none
efect 2 Will it do to mix up with that
grace any particle of human merit? It
were the grossest contradiction : it were
uniting two things that are incompatible
It were saying aud unsaying the same
thing at one¢ and the same time. Butev-
enif it were not, even if these two things
were compatible, where is that human
merit to be found ?  Shall we meet with
ttin the world 2 Could we seck foritin
ourselves 2 Could we seek for it in the
most perfect of our species? We ask
you to make the search. Look inward.
Lookabroad. Whereisthe perfect man?
Where is the just man that doeth good
and sinneth not 2 No! it isby grace we
are saved ! The whole world is guilty

| before God : there is none righteous, no

notone! And this is the uniform testi-
mony of the scripture: “being justified
freely by his grace through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ”: ¢ therefore it is of
faith that it might be by grace”: “it is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that sheweth mer-
¢y": “ who hath saved us and called us

[ with an holy calling, not according to our

works, but according to his own purpose
of grace™: “not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but according

: j o hismercy he saved us, by the washing

of regeneration, and renewing of the Ho-
ly Ghost, which he shed on us abundant-
Iy through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that,
being justified by his grace, we might be
made neirs according to the hope of E-
ternal life”. ¢ By grace are ye saved.”

We come to the consideration of the
means or instrument, of salvation. « By
grace are ye saved througk faith”.

Faith is better known than it can be
described. It may ba said to be that act
of the mind by which we lay hold cf, or
appropriate, the blessings of salvaticn - —
But this ie too vague. In its strictest
meaning it is merely belief in an object
ortestimony. Asthe wordis usedin Serip-
ture, however,it is not merely belief in an
objector testimony,but belietin that object
or testimony for a purpose. It does not
mean merely belief in the fact that
Christ died as a propitiation for sin, but
belief in that fact in order to our salvati-
on. In other words, it is belief in this,
accompanied with such a state of the
beart, such a sense of our own guilt, and
consequent need of a Saviou, that our
belief lays hold of Christ, or appropriates
him for the urposes of salvation. It were
zothing to %eheve that Christ died as a

propitiation for sinners, unless we knew
or felt ourselves to be sinners, and were
under this conviction brought to Christ
as the Saviour provided in the gospel.—
The efficacy of faith in this truth depends
upon its buing exercised when it mnot
merely belicves the fact, but believes it
for salvation. And thisis the distinction,
a distinction often drawn, between histo-
rical and saving faith, betweer faith and
merely specelative belief It bas been
said, that there is no difference between
these : that there can be but one kind of
faith ; and much idle declamation has
been employed against the distinction re-
ferred to. But the distinction isan im-
portant one. The belief, the act of the
mind, in both cases may be the same;
but ir.  faith,” that which Scripture
speaks of under this name, there is not
only the act of the mind, but a state of
the heart Faith is the compound of these
two: it is the resuliant, if we may so speak,
of these two : “* With the heart man belie-
veth unto righteousness”: it thou confess
with the mouth the Lord Jesus,and believe
in thine heart that God bath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved”: «if
thou believest with all thine beart thou
mayest be baptised”: Faith is believing
with the heart : it is believing in order to
a purpsse : it is believing for salvation.—
We may believe the truth that Christ
died for sinners, as ceptainly as we be-
lieve any thing else ; Dt until we believe
this in order to our own salvation ; and
we cannot do so unless there is first a
conviction of sin, a sight of our own lost
state by nature; until we thus believe,
there is no saving faith. Saving faith is
Just faith in order to salvation. 1f it be
said that this is just belief after all, belief
in an ascertained truth, beliefin a Savi-
our, we grant it; but that truth is not as-
certained, is not apprecialed, in other
words, Christ is not anprehended as a Sa-
viour, until there be first a convietion of
sin, an apprehension of merited punish-
ment, from which it is that Christ saveth.
There may be the consciousness of guilt
whicly is inseparable from sin, and which
is common to every sinner, and, along
with this, the belief of the fact, that the
Son of God came into our world, and ac-
tually suffered and died for sinners ; but
as the former is not a true or saving con-
viction of sin, so the latter is not a true
or saving faith in Christ. A distinction
isaccordingly drawn by the apostleJames
betwecn two kinds of faith, and the
ground of that distinction just lics in the
fact that there may oe a faith without that
state of the heart to which wchave advert-,
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ed, along with which aloneit is of any
avail, or for any saving or practical pur-
pose. When the two are combined,when
we believe with the heart, then we be-
lieve savingly, then our faith will ve ac-
companied by works, then we shall be a-

le to shew our faith by eur works, and
we shall obtain peace in the very act of
belioving : “ Being justified by faith, we
have peace with God.” This is the faith,
through which, as a means or instrument,
we are saved: ¢ By grace are ye saved
tArough faith.” 1t is but an instrument :
it has been called & condition. But it is
& condition in the same sense that, tolay
hold of, or employ, in any circumstances
of emergency, or danger, the means pro-
vided for our satety, is a condition of our
safety in that emergency It is nothing
mdre than trusting to that gracious help-
er who has imdertaken our cause, and i3
abie to carry it successfully over every
opposing inflaence or difficulty : it 1s
committirg our cause to him, knowing
that he is able to' maintain it against eve-
ry adversary. It is a condition asitisa
condition, that the helpless mendicant be-
lieve that there is provision for him in a
Aeighbour’s house, if he will go for it;
that the sick man believe there is skill
with a cértain physiciam; if he will apply
to him, ¢f virtue in a certain medicine,
if he will usk it ; or that the priscner be-
lieve that his prisort doors are open and
he may go free. It is the manslayer be-
taking himself to'a city of refuge: it iy
ths stung Israclite lifting his eye to the
serpent on the pole.

f such’ then be faith, you can’ easily
percéive that it is * not of our-
selves, but is the gifvof God.” This state-
thewt is dquivalent to the view presinted
in othér passages of sacred writ. After
Peter’s memorable confesslotr; and that
confessioh, you'will observe, amounted to
nothing mote than this—* thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God”—Christ
says to Him: ¢ Blessed art thou Simon,
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not re-
veaied it unto thee, but my Father which
35 in Heaven”. It will be admitted it is
by faith that we come to Christ; anc yet
€hrist says—* No man can comie into
the except the Father which hath sent
me, ‘draw him”. «Itis written in the
Prophets—and they shail be all taught of
God. Every man therefore that hath
heard,; and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me”. And that, coming o
€hrist is just believing in him, appears
from the words of Christ which follow
those just quoted :  But there are some
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of you that believe not. For Jesus knew
from the beginnimg who they were that
beliered not, and who should be.ray him,
And he said, Therefore said I unto you,
that no man can come unto me, exceptir
were given to him of my Father”. [n.
to you, it is given,” says the apostle in the
Epistle to the Philippians, “in the behalt
of Christ, not only to belicve on him, but
to suffer for hissake.” In the very «:hap-
ter in which the words prefixed 10
these remarks occur, the apostle says.
“ for we are his workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works,”
and the initial part, the commencement
of that work, is faith  Faith 1s the toun.
dation of that building which isto be
reared to the eternal glory and praise
of God: it is the first stroke in the pro-
duction of that imaze which is to be 1e-
newed in the soul, in knowledze and
righteousness and true holiness. In the
preceding chapter, accordingly, the
apostle speaks of « the exceed-
ing greatness of God’s power to us-ward
who believe according to the working of
his mighty pcwer”. It isthe work, or
workmanship, of God, because even faith,
which is the first part of that work, is not
believing in the ordinary sense of the
term, but believing unto salvation.

The apostle thus takes away the last
remnant of apology for boasting in the
matter of salvation; for not only is the
way of salvation of the free grace of
God, but the very faith by which we lay
hold of the salvation which has been pro-
vided, the very act of the mind by which
we embrace or appropriate the salvarion
of Chrisr, is 1he gift, or of the operation,
of God. ¢ Where isboasting ? Itisex-
cluded. By what law? Of works?—
Nay, but by the law of faith” From
first to last, the work is of God. The
salvation is provided by God, and ihe
very disposition which embraces the sal-
vation is the gift of God. ¢ We are his
workmanship”. Our state by nature is
such, sin has so affected us, that we are
iusensible of our very danger, unconsci-
ous of our very guilt, or of what that real-
ly amounts to ; and we can never there-
fore apply t6 Christ as 1 Saviour, till Ged
works in us faith, il the spirit convinces
of sin, and ¢ persuades and enables usto
embrace Chrisr, as he is freely offered to
us in the gospel”. We must beware
of being deceived by a faith which is
merely of our own exercise. We
can no more believe of ourselves, that
We can exercise any part of the divine
life; and that, we Know, is in whole as
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much a product of God as is our natural
life itself. The fact is, taith, though it
isan exercise of the mind as much as a-
ny other insiance of belief] is stilf, the
exercise of a renewed mind, or a mind
in which that truth which i< only spiritn-
ally discerned isseen and felt and be-
lieved. * Noman can say thar Jesus is
whe ‘Lord, but by the Holy (host."—
Flesh and blood did not reveal unio Pe-
ter that truth which he confessed, but the
Father which is in Heaven.

Froin 1his there resulis another view,
as respects not merely salvation in gene-
ral, but the salvation of every believer—
Grace is the founrain-head, not merely of
salvation, in itself considered, but of the
salvation of every sinner who is brough:
10 believe in Christ. For, asit is not
his own act to believe, as it most assured-
ly is not, he must be indebted to grace
for enabling him 10 believe: it is grace
tbat wakes him to differ : grace chooses
him, and works in him all the good plea-
sure of (God’s goodness, and the work of
faith with power. We mightinsist much
more largely on this latier point; but it
is enough to see it in counexion with
the other parta of our subject.—
Every believer is a wrophy of grace, not
only in the sense that salvation is of grace,
but in the sense that 1t is grace that ena-
bles him to believe. e will be the first
12 acknowledge his obliga jons to grace;
in the application, as well as m the pro-
vision of salvation. He will confess hs
entire debt, hug debt to the Jove of God,
which purposed and provided a salvation
at all, s debt 1o that love especially
resting upon him, singling him out from
atbers of mankind, and making him an
heir according to the hope of eternal Iife.

Are any fancying that by their own
works, by their own measure of obedi-
ence to the law, they can be saved ?—
Then they are resting in a delusi-
on which the sconer they awake from the
better. Nor is it an unconmon delus’on,
oftien as men may be told it 18 by grace
they are saved. They may not in words
confess to themselves they are trusting to
the works of the law as a ground of jus-
tification before God; buustill, it is the
gpirit of all their conduct; and nothing
is further from them than the humility of
the gospel, the simplicity of dependence
upon Bhrist’s atoning work, the self-a-
basement, and entire fawh, which cha-
racterize those who are believing in
Cbrist, and trusting to him alone for sal-
vation. i isthe proper improvement of
this subject, to break loose from such de-
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lusion. Itis at least a great matter ta be
convinced, sven so far as human argu-
ment will convince us, shat by the deuds
of the law no flesh living shall o¢ jusii-
fied. We may thereby be puton ihe
way of salvation, driven at least from our
own refuges of Ites; and is he notin a
more hopeful siate who has at least been
put from relymmg upon any thing else,
and made 10 sce that there is only one
way of safety, to which he must instanly
beiake himself, or all will be lost ? The
barque foundering in the deep ismore like-
Iy to be brouglt o shore, it the hands on
board can be made to part with every
thing which would be apt to sink iz, or
impede the means provided for its safery.
It was thus that Paul and h s companions
escaped the dangerwhichihreatened them.
It is not then, our own works that will
save us: it is not our sirict performance
of every duty: it isnot our regular ob-
servance of commanded ordinances: it
is not our deeds of charity, our acts of
ovenevolence : 1t is not any or all of these,
80 far as any can lay clain to them that
will avail us with God; whose law we
bave already so ofien broken, and who
sces ia the best works which we Jdo, 80
much impertection ¢ »d sim.  Oh! no, it
is faith in Christ. By grace ye are sav-
ed threogh faith.

Let us cast awsy as worihless, all
our own works—renounce all our
own righteousnoss :—it  but pre-
vents us from availing ourselves of the
righteousness of Christ, the alone means
of sa‘ery : it is but an encumberance, a
deadweight to assist the danger which
may be at any rate ruining our soul, and
like to wreck it amnd the billows of di-
vine wrath; while faith, simple reliance
on Christ, would save us:—that anchor
which fixes on 1he rock of ages, and 18
sure and steadfast! Seek this faith. It
is the gift of God—it is of the «peration
of his Spirit. If you truly seek 1t i wilt
be yours. Christ s exalted 3 Prince
and a Saviour, 10 give repentance and re-
miseion of sin.  Cease not your efforis to
obiain this faith—renouncs not your ap-
plicauon for it with God—unll it 18
wrought in you by the power of the Ho-
ly Ghost—till at once a sense of your
own vileness, and of Christ’s preciousness,
is begotien in your hearts.
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REMARKS
ON THE

“ Reply of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Churck of Nova Scotia, to the Letter
of the Free Church Synod de-
clining the Union.”

BY THE REV. PROFESSOR KING.

THIRD ARTICLE.

It appears from the Act of Assembly
1647, which was given in full in the Se-
cond Article, that the Church of Scot-
land received the Westminster Confizssi-
on of Faith without a single objcction or
exception to gny of its doctrines. 1t con-
tinued to majntain it to the same extent;
and, down to the period of the Disrupti-
on, the office-bearers of that church were
required, before receiving ordination, to
answer aflirmatively to the question, * Do
you sincerely own and believe the whole
doctrines contained in the Confession of
Faith, approven by the General Assem-
blies of this church, and ratified by law
in the year 1690, to be founded upon the
word of'God; and do you acknowledge the
same as the confession of your faith;”

> 9
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To the same extent was the Confessi-
on received by the men who, upwards of
a century ago, originated the Secession
Church in Scotland. The Commission
of Assembly having, in November 1733,
loosed the relation of the four ministers
(Ebenezer Erskine, Alexander Mon-
ereiff, William Wilson, and James Fish-
er), to their several charges, and declar-
¢d them no longer ministers of the Church
of Scotland, these four brethren read,
aund lett with the clerk, a protestation, in
which they declare * That, notwithstand-
inig of our being cast out from misisterial
¢ommaunion with the estatlished church
of Scotland, we still hold communion
with all and every one who desire, with
us, {o adhere to the principles of the true
presbyterian, covenanted church of Scot-
land, in her doctrine, worship, qovern-
ment, aurld discipline”  In the following
December, they formed themselves into
a presbytery, which was afterwards
known as the Associate Presbytery, and
a committee of their number, appointed
for that purpase, composed, and publish-
ed in March next year, A Revicw of the
* Narrative and State of the proceedings
of the Indicarures of the Church of Seot-
land” in their case, which had been is-
sued by 3 committee of the Commission
of the General Assembly. In this Re-
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view, they say, ¢ We have made a seces.
sion from the prevailing party (that is the
Moderates), who are carrying on the
course of defection.” * Our secession is
not from the Church of Scotland: we
own ker dectrine contained - in her Con.
Jession of Faith ;” &c. This declaration
1s repeated in the “ Testimony to the
doctrine, worship, government, and dis.
cipline of the Church of Scotland,” which
they published in May of the same year,
and which is known as the first and ex-
tra-judicial Testimony. In giving their
reasons for their sccession from ¢ the
prevailing party in the established
church,” they say expressly, “our seces-
siou is not from the Church of Scotland ;
we own hker doctrine, contained in her
Confession of Faith ; we adhere to her
covenanted presbyterian church-govern-
ment, discipline, and worship.”

In December 1786, the Associate pres-
bytery emitted their second or Judicial
Lestimony, the title of which is, “ Aet,
Declaration, and Testimony, for the Doc-
trine, Worship, Discipline, and Gaovern-
ment of the Church of Scotland ; agreea-
ble to the Word of God, the Confession
of Faith, the National Covenant of Scot-
land, and the Solemn League and Cove-
nant of the three Nations: and against
several steps of defection from the same,
both in former and present times” A.
mongst other matters to which, in this
document, they bear testimony is the fol-
lowing: « VI. Likewise, they hereby re-
ceive, acknowledge, and approve all the
several pieces of Reformation attained
unto by this church in her several re-
forming periods ; particularly, the Con-
fession of Faith, compiled by the Assew-
bly of Divines who met at Westminster,
with Commissioners from the Church of
Scotland ; which Confession they receive
and own as the Confession of their Faith;
as the same was received and approven
by Act of Assembly, 1647, Sess. 23. As
also they receive and own the whole doc-
trine contaized in the Larger and Short-
er Catechisms, compiled by the foresaid
Assembly at Westminster;” &e. Soon
after the publication of this "Lestimony,
they drew up a formula of questions to
be put at the ordinatior. of nunisters and
elders, and at the licensing of probation-
ers to preach the gospel. The following
is a part of the second of these questions:
“ Do you sincerely own and believe the
whole doctrine contained in the Confessic
on of Faith compiled by the Assembly of
Divines, who met at Westminster, with
Commissioners from the Church of Scot-




v land, as the said Confession was received
and approved by an Act of Assembly
1647, Sess 23 and likewise the whole

shorter Catechisms, compiled
founded upon the word of God : And do

the Confession of your Faith: and will

the same; against all” &c?
linguage was employed as meaning—
what it so distinetly expresses—an adhe-
rence to the entire doctrine of the Con-
fision of Faith, is put beyond the possi-
tility of doubt, by the way in which the
Associate Presbytery express themselves
in their Answers to Mr. Nairn. This
Mr. Nairn, who had been admitted into
tieir body, and who was placed over a
cngregation at Abbotshall, adopted the
views with respect to the existing civil
government of the British empire which
are entertained by the Reformed Pres-
byterians, to whom he afterwards joined
¥ bimself. The ditferences between him
aud the AssociatePresbytery were brought
wtin connexion with their proceedings
g sbout renewing the Covenants. He
vas dissatisfied with a sentiment which
they had expressed in a pariicolar para-
graph of their acknowledgment of sins;
aud, after some proceedings, having giv-

b dissent, he separated from the body.
The Presbytery, in their answers to
these reasons of dissent, take notice of a
BB particular gloss which Mr. Nairn had put
W o the fourth article of the twenty-third
@l chapter of the Confession of Faith, and
uy: % 4, The whole Confession of Faith,
and consequently the passage of it now
winted at, was received by the Church
of Seotland as truth, and that among us;
which appears from the Act of Assembly
B (August 27, 1647, Sess 2R), bearing this
B cluse: ¢ The General Assembly doh
il berefore, after mature deliberation, a-
free unto and approve the said Confes-
don, as to the truth of the matter; and
il a3 to the point of uniformity, agree-
Bug for our part, that it be a common
;fufession of Faith for the tbree king-
ms‘, ”»
 This statement of particulars may be
iresome and distastetal to some, but it is
tecessary in order to do justice to a
question which is important 1n itzelf; and
1 i3 necessary in order to do justice to
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doctrine contained in the Larger and
y the
same  Westminster  Assembly ; to be

vou acknowledge the said Confession as

vou, through grace, firmly and constantly
wdkere to the doctrine of the said Confes-
son and Catechisms, and to the utmost of first Letter, as formerly quoted, he says,
your power, assert, maintain, and defend
That thie

enin a paper coniaining the reasons of
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the character of the Free Syncd of Nova
Scotin, who, having expressed their con-
currence in a Basis of Union from which
thoy have no wish to resile, are held u
to reprobation and scorn, as if they h
been acting insincerely, by the very par-
tics who, after profussing to adopt the
same Badis, do not in point ot fact ad-
here to it.  This statement shews, too,
how little Mr. T'rotter could have known
what he was writing about, when, in his

“the Church of Scotland in August, 1647,
Sess. 23, received it (the Confession of
Faith) with certain specified exceptions
and limitations; and the Secession Church
from which we are descended, and whose
principles we profess, has at every revi-
sion of her subordinate standard, down
to the last, proclaimed her adberence to
it with the very same exceptions and li-
mitations.” In direct contradiction to
this confident assertion, the documents
which have been quoted shew that the
Church of Scotland received the Confes-
sion of Faith without exception, they shew
that the first Seceders knew that the
Church of Scotland had received the Con-
fession of Faith without exceptian, and
they shew that these first Seceders, in
adhering to the principles of the Church
of Scotland, against the moderate * pre-
vailing majorities” of that day, in like
manner received the Confession without
exception. Had My Trotter been a lit~
tle better informed on the subject, he
would perhaps have refrained from ques-
tioning the members of the Free Synod
of Nova Scotia as he does, when, in &
tone which he has no right to assume to-
wards them, he says, ¢ Do you, ordo you
not, receive the Confession of Faith with
the exceptions and limitations with which
it is received by the Church of Scot-
land ¥ In one seuse, indeed, he is
quite right in thinking thar, if they an-
swer at all, they must say, Yes; for, as
the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland did, in 1647, so do they receive
the entire doctrine of the Confession : but
what is to be thought ot the man who, at
the very time when he admiuts, with res-
pect to himself and his brethren, * we do
nul receive the entive doctrine of the Con-
Jessian of Faith,” ventures to say, “I
know that you must say yes, if you an-
swer at all; and il you do so, I beseech
you in the name of all that is fair and ho-
nourable in conduct, to attempt no more
to excite the prejudices of the ignorant
apainst us for doing preciscly the same
thing”! Let the reader say who it is
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that is here endeavauring to excite the
prejudices of the ignerant—and against
whom it is that the attempt is made to
excite such prejudices. Let the reader
also judge whether, in the present case,
it would serve any good purpose t4 be-
seech the offending pariy,tin the name
of all that is fair and honourable iz con-
duct,” to desist,

What, however, can the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church mean, when, in
their Reply, they say, ¢ Knowing the fa-
vour, in which the Westininster Stan-
dards are justly held by the Scottish
Presbyterians, the object of cur brethren
on the whole seems to be to produce the
impression upon the less intelligent por-
tion of the community, that we are less
attached ta these standards than they
are”? With a delicacy of feeling ta-
wards the Presbyterian Synod which
that body have not been ab{e to appre-
ciate, and which they have but ill requit-
ed, the ¥ree Synod, in their Letter, sa-
tisfied themselves with the following shoit
and simple statement : “ Regarding the
proposed Basis of Union as involving an
adherence to the entire doctrine oi the
Westminster. Confession of Faith, it ap-
peared to us that little difliculty could be
met with, that Basis being agreed upon,
in arranging the relations in which we
should stand to other Churches, accord-
ing as they might be recognised as hold-
ing the same faith with that united body,
which we hoped was to result from the
negotiations into which we had entered
with you. The obstacles to union, how-
ever, which have been presented to us
in this part of our megotiadons. have
been such as to impress us with tke pain-
fal conviction that you and we do not en-
tertain the same views c¢ither of the Ba-
sis of Union; or of the Confession of
Faith to which it specially refers” They
then proceeded, without a word of ¢oms-
plaint against the Presbyterian Synod
for the mistake asto the import of the
Basis of Union into which it is evident
they have so unaccountably fallen, to
shew the grounds of this conviction by ro-
ferring to oth.r budies, their relations to
whom would be affected by the terms up-
on which the proposed Union would be
gone into. They shewed that the con-
viction which they had expressed was
warranted by the tact that the Presbyte-
rian Synod would not join with them in
maintaining the Testimony of the Free
Church—that they would not join with
them in their Protest against the estab-
lished Church of Scatland, as now consti-
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tuted—and that they required that the u.
nited body should acknowledge the Unit.
ed Presbyterian Church in Scotland asa
parent church And is the conviction
which they thus expressed groune 9
It has been shewn that the Bas's ¢ 1.,
on engages to the entire doctiine ¢ &,
Confession of Faith. That i3 the g
in which the Free Church regurds &
Do the Presbyterian Syod view .t o,
the same light? Do ticy hold ty .
entire doctrine of the Confession of k.l
If they do not, Why shouid they b
fraid to let the truth bekrown? W .,
they appear before the world uider .
colours? Or can they really imagine
that it is only «the less intelligent porti-
on of the community”, who will conclude
that they who object to portions of the
Confession of Faith must be less attached
to it than those who are anxious to main-
tain it in all its integrity ?

Perhaps that Synod wish it to be un-
derstood as an indication of their grea
attachment to the Confession of Faith,
that they refer with such an air of sati- }
faction to certain circumstances connect-
ed with the appointment of Mr. Banner §
man to the Professorship of Theology in
the New College, Edinburgh. They do
not indeed commit themselves expresiy 3
to the gross mistatement of Mr Trotter,
in the tbird of his Letters, where he say, §
“it iz a fact of which you cannot be ig
norant, that there are many in the Free
Church, and that the number i3 rapidl; §
incereasing, who are willing to dispens
with the Confession of Faith altogether. §
which would leave them at liberty to}
maintain or depart from its doctrines a§
they please;” and as an authority fir
such a statement proceeds to (uotea pas3
sage from the speech of Dr. McKay, de
livered before the Commission in Aw
gust 1348 But Mr. Trotter’s Letunj
had been for some time before the pub
lic, Mr Trotter had a special hand inf
drawing up the Reply, it is tl.e same quo-g
tation which had been given in X
Trotter’s Letter that is given in the Red
ply, and while, in the Reply, the Syned
do not employ a single word {L.t vl
calealated ro correct or to guard againey
the false and injurious impression whi
Mr. Trotter’s statement was so well fitted
to produce, they make the quotation g
a purpose which requires that it shoulds
be viewed in the very light in which if
has been so grievously misreprescntés
by Mr. Trotter—they refer to it for tb
purpose of shewing the inconsistency 4
the Fre¢ Church here in professing §

B
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strongly their adberence to the entire
doctrine of the Confession, while they ap-
wwove g0 highly of the Free Church of
cotland in which (as Mr. Trotter and the
Svynod would have ityinfluential men have
shewn a wiilingness co dispense with o/
Confession alivzether, Were the ca
sucl s it is thus mizrepresented, it would
be referred to, not with exultation. but
with gricdl Ly every one who is {raly at-
mcl:c& o the Westiminster Standards.—-
Ii is, huwever, someiling entively differ-
ent. andy as the Presbyterian Synold do
not wish o be understoud as being less
adtached to the Westminster standards
thau the Free Church here profuss to be,
they will, of course, be highiy delighted
to learn that their fears lest the Free
Church ol’ Svoand should get rid of the’
Confession of Faith altogether were en-
tirely groundless, and outginated merely
iu the usual blundering of Mir. Trotter.—
he question agitated in the Free Church
Scotland is not, Whether the Confes-
n of Faith is to be maiutained in all its
‘vgrity, as her subordinate standard of
rine ? but, Whether schools are so
gelesiastival as that the schoolmasters
s:'}\ be required to come under the
fangagements, as to soundnessin the
theth the ordinary office-bearers of
. ;.rch? I‘hcsg are the ¢ highly
t oflicers” with respect to whom
- erman, and moany others, are of
opr . . end 1.
the @0 they might be entrusted by
childrt With the education of her
seribe thont being required to sub-
N L1
the maonicssion of l'zut‘h. As' to
fession 3¢, however, of the Con-
Bannern!s integrity, neither M-
Church glividualiy, nor the Free
far from p has ever wavered  So
er, that C3 the kopes of Mr. Trot-
by, pledge‘“"?: in this last Assem-
new: and pf to her Testimony a-
ation which,;d an Act and Declar-
which the CRrrating the progress
cnce the Ref Scotland has made
«In deep hut, concludes thus,
the same timo therefore, but at
{aith unfeigned holy bolduess of
retain and occwuld still seck to

foregoing

aMr.

summosti}ion which the
: humbly ¢ history assigns
:igf rt’he Chuiclio be i({gntiﬁed
Jeranly bound herand waich so-
from Popery, and 2 Reformation
ed herself to the Riilarly pledg-
lacy; deploring pat from Pre-
the principles and vmings from
mations, as well as fese Refor-
ions from
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her own communion, occasioned by ty-
ranny and corruption in her couneils;
and, finally, resolved and determined, as
in tho sight and by the help of God, to
prosceutn the ends contemplated from
the I-y'nning in all the acts and deeds
vi b reforming fathers, until the errors
whwch they renvunced shall kave disap-
peorcd from the land,y and the irue system
which tiey . phelid shall be so wniversally
recrived that the whole poople, vightly in-
st v dhe faithy shall widte to glorify
Gl o Futier in the full acknowledg-
ment of the kirgdem of s Son, our bles-
sed Lucd and Saviour Jesus Christy to
whose name be praise for ever and ever.
Awmen”.

POSTSCRIPT.

Mr. Trotter has published, in the
“ Presbyteriaa Witness” of this city, a
Reply to the First Article of these Reo-
marks.

1. Ile tells usin this Reply that he
writes ¢ in behalf of & holy cause, name-
1y, that of a u.ion among a numerbus and
respeetable body of christians in this Pro-
vince.” The propriety of applying the
term “ holy,” even to the cause of union
among such parties, depends upon the
circumstance that both the object con-
templated by the union, and the means
by which it is to be brought about, are
themsohes holy  Were Mr. Trotter en-
uited co e classed with genuine Seced-
ers. howet kpow that it is not a holy,
bui infl! thing, even in the case of
christians, to fall back fram attainments
whith have been made, They under-
stood ihe meaning of the words © Where-
to we have alreaé’y attained, let us walk
by the same rule, let us mind the same
thing.”

2 "Mvr. Trotter says that the writer of'
these Remarks has # misunderstood, and
consequently misrepresented,”the ge
quoted from Rom. xiv. He admits indeed
that the misundersianding doe: not mate-
riallyeffect the argument;butstill he thinks
that “ it does to a certain extent” ; and he
seems t~ think that it maybe useful:anotice
the slip, in order to awaken a sa'utary
jealousy of the reasonings and conlusi-
ons of the Professor. By all means, et
his reasonings and conciusions be well
considered ; but let no man imagine that
it is from Mr. Trotter’s statements he can
learn what these reasonings and conclu-
sions are. The point is this: In the
First Article of the Remarks, reference
was made to the fact that the ceremonial
restrictions as to meats bad been remova
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ed when the epistle to the Romans was
written. It was waid that, asit was by
degrees that lizht as to this Lroke in up-
on the Church, it might be found thit
while one man belicved that he might
eat all things, another being weal would
eat herbs; and it was added that it was
with respect to cases such as these that
the Apostle says * Let not him that eat-
th despise him that eateth not” ; &e.—
After mentioning some particulars con-
«<erning * the Essenes, 4 remarkabie Jew-
ish sect,” Mr. Trotter .3ys, that * No
reasonable doubt can be entertained that
the passage refers particularly to them.”
Notwithstanding this assertion, the writ-
.er, with many much abler critics than ei-
.ther himself or Mr. Trotter, ventures to
think, not that the passage contains no-
;thing that was applicable to the Issenes,
but that they were not especially intend-
.ed. The Essenes were nct accustomed
to live in towns, butin the wilderness;
.and yet, as Olshausen, on the passage,
-remarks, “ The particularity with which
St. Paul treats these ascetics leads us na-
.turally to suppose that they lived in Rome,
and that the manner of behaving towards
them had been a subject of discussion
there”. The truth is, although the Jews
were not required to abstain from all ani-
mal food, yet many of them, who were
not Essenes, did so abstain, when lving
among heathens, lest they should in any
way be contaminated. Daniel and his
companions are referred to as instances
of this; and Josephus, in the third secti-
on of his life, tells of certain priests of his
acquaintance, who, having been sent to
Rome to defend themselves before the
pmperor against certain charges, * were
not unmindful of piety towards God, ev-
en.under their afilictions ; but supported
ghemselves on figs and nuts”. But let
Mr. Trotter be gratified, by having it
understood that he is more accurate in
referring the statements of the apoitle,
not to Jewish converts at large, who might
still adhere to jewish observances, but to
the Eassenes; what difference does it
make? The Essenes never hed a Di-
vine command enjoining the abstinence
which they practised. The partial re-
straint under which the Jews had for a
time heen laid was removed. In so far
8. the Divine authority was conceraed,
both were at liberty to eat, if they pleas-
ed ; but both were also at liberty to ab-
stain if they pleased. Is the forbearance
whick the different parties were to exercise
towards each other i cascs as these, to be
heid up as a rule to be followed where Goad
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has issued a commandment, and has not
so left men at liberty to do as they please #
3. Mr. Trotter lets us know that he is
quite startled at what to most people
would seem the very simple, intelligible,
and credible doetrine ¢ that there are a
number of points in regard to whicn we
are at liberty to do as we please.” He
gues on, indeed, to say, * As the Profes-
sur cancot possibly suppuse that tle
Foints referred to were regarded in the
ight of secular matters, but were really
deemed sacred,” &c.; but he says this in
the face of the following plain statement
ir the Article to which he professes to
reply,  Itis trae, the Apostle, in the cas-
es referred to, recomwmends mutual for-
bearanee ; but it was no. upon the ground
that the matters involved were *minor
points of religion’, but because in reality
they involved no religious point whater-
er”.  Whay, atter having read such a sen-
tence as this, he should have said that the
Professor could not possibly suppose the
very thing which he had sv plainly inti
mated that he believed, it is not casy t
understand ; unless the reason may t
that, had Mr. Trotter done common j
tice to the Article to which he was
plying, he could have had no pret
for the charge which he gucs on'to
m the very neat words: » this is’
cogniiion of the very tundamentay:
ciple of Roman Catholicism, any
rect opposition to the Word of ()
the Westminster Standards; aé t:).
cerely hope that it will not be fate
be instilled into the minds of n:
for the ministry in the Fice £
prt . as
Mr. Trotier may keep bis mp7 -
y
to the Free Church students, 4 t
not be amiss for him to tag,, a:
¢ an e
the prineiples of Roman Cyjq own
not instilled into the mir
cople. .
P 4{) What, for instanc%gﬁ,c trine
which he teaches in th.- cs,..w{:as-
Sy e ; g re
sage? “Tne convertiggrq pa d
auempting to do wha' H,¢ 4,
not left them at Iibertin,) fo,
abstained from the uzke of eco.
a matter of taste or f¢o object to
nomy, no person hag dozma ang
it; but they were @, ¢he impor-
an abservance as ordinance of
tance of a doctrinvhers to do the
Christ, and, insistied their more
same, they eveny declining to
enlightened bre Rom. xjy, 4
Join them iu then cannot have
10,13. The 4th them as the
enjoined forbe

d ag
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Professor alleges on the ground that they
had a right to do what they were doing,
but because though deing what was in
jiself improper, they were doing it with
the very best design ; and hecause though
wrong, religion would suffer less from 1t”
&. Instead of troubling the public with
his views of the Professor’s argument,
which he neither states correctly nor
seems to understand, Mr. Trotter might

erhaps be more profitably employed in
considering whether it is really from the
Bible he has learned that the ¢nd sancti-
fies the means; and that, where people
act with the very best design, they have
the warrant of the Aposile Paul for do-
ing what is in irselt improper—iwhat is
wrong—what God’s word has not left
them at liberty 1o do.

The matters referred to were of a com-
plex character  There is, first of all, the
simple matter of eating, or not ealing —
During the time of tae Levitical dispen-
sation, the Jews were restrained by Di-
vine authority from eating of certain
kinds of meats, aud whercver that law
was transgressed there was a liability to
punishmeat. Even where the transgres-
sion was committed unconsciously, it was
still a transgression, it exposed to the in-
fliction of a penalty ; and when at length
it came to be known, an expiation was
to be made for the sin committed in ig-
norance. Atthe time when the Apostle
Paul wrote, that ceremonial law had ceas-
ed to be binding upon the conscience by
Divine authority.  As formerly stated,
the eating, or the not eating, involved no
religious point whatever. Tt is with res-
pect to this eating, or not eating, that
the Apostle enjoins forbearance. When,
however, the different parties, upon the
ground of this simple eating, or not eat-
ing, came to sit in judgment upon each
others’ spiritual condiuon, and to con-
demn one another, tiis was wrong—it
was dcing what God’s word had not left
them at lioerty to do; and alibough Mr.
Trovter thinks that even in this they
were to be the objects of forbearance, as
aciing * with the very best design”; the
Aposile exercises no forbearance, He
commands * Let not him that eateth des-
pise him that eateth not; and let not him
which ecateth not judge him that cateth:
for God hath received him. Who art
thou that judgest another man’s servant?”
Neither does he exercise forbearance to-
wards them, when they would ascribe
something of a meritorious character to
their respective lines of conduct. He
corrects their mistake. He tells them,
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“the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost”. e presses it
upon the Corinthians, * meat commend-
¢th us not to God : for neither, if we eat,
are we the better ; neither, it we eat not,
are we the worse”. Still farther, when
the abstainers would insist upon otbers
following the same line of vonduct which
they themselves purse od, asit it involved
a religious principle, or something that
might be connected with salvaiion’; just
as his master before hiw had dencunced
those who taught for doctrines the com-
wmandm- i's of men, 50 davs tue Apostle
denounce those who “ commasnd 1q ab-
stain from megts, which God hath creat-
ed to be received with chansgiving of
them who believe and know the truth”
1 Tim. iv. 3

5. In the First Article of these Re-
marks, it was said, * The time was when
the indiscriminate use of meats,and ihe
neglect of particular days, —— whuld,
by the express appointment of God, have
subjected the Israelites to exclusion from
religious ordinances”.  Mr. Trotter's Re-
ply to ihis is, * The Professor atiempss t
strengthen his position from the Old Tes-
tament, by assuring us that the Israelites
would bhave been excluled from the or-
dinances of religion had they failed 10
comply with any part of the law; but 1
can show the contrary, for there were oc-
casions on which compliance with some
of its provisions was dispensed with, in
favour of some of whom 1t is not at least
insinuated that their omissior. arose from
conscientious scruples; so that he has
r.o more countenance from the Old Tes-
tament than fiom the New”. He then
refers to, 2nd quotes, 2 Chron xxx. 17—
19. And what does that passage shew ?
That the ceremonial law left the Israel-
ites at liberty to join in the ordinance re-
ferred 10, in their uncleanness—whether
that uncleanness was the result of consci-
entious scruples (1) or not? No: but
that when, by dowag so, they had com-
mitted sin—they bad contracied guilt—
and appear 1o have been to a cer.ain ex-
tent under a judicial infliction, Hezekiah
prayed for those wuo had thus ea en the
passover ¢ otherwise thau it was written”;
and the Lord, in the tenderaess of his
mercy, * hearkened to Hezekiah, and
healed the people.” Does Mr. Trouer
think that wgen God pardons and heals,
it is an evidence that no transgression
has been committed 2>—that no law had
been violated ?—ihat the pariies pan. .
c¢d had not been subject or liable 0 ths
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enalites from which they were thus re-

reved 2 Mr. Irotter should remember
1hat the Free Synod have declined 10 go
into this union, not as denying the chris-
vianity of those from whom they mus. s:ill
keep themselves separate, but because
the terms of union would iuvulve on therr
par: & dereliction of duty. He himscit
says, * We have yiclded 10 our brethren
as far as we can yicld conscicniousiy,
————we can go no far:her without what
we regard as a dereliction of principic™
‘Withouc enquirisg what may have bLeen
yielded either on ihe one side or the o-
ther, can one who seems to feel thay,
when the case concerns his own consci-
entious convictions, he must not, even
for the holy cause of unian, be guilty of
any dereliction of principle, make no al-
Jowance for others who may have their
conscientious convictiors too, and may be
equally unwilling to renounce what they
shold 10 be Bible principle? 1fhis al-
Jowance could be made, although che fail-
.are in the attempt at union may bea
martter of regret on both sides, there
would at least be no nnnecessary widen-
ing of the breach; and :bings with res-
pect to which pardes are at present 0-
therwise minded might, in God’s own
time, be yet revealed to them.

",

EXPECTED ARRIVALS FROM
SCOTLAND.

At the time when we write these lines.
there is reason to believe that the Rer, John
Stewart of New Glasgow. who, as om read-
ers know, has been in Britain endeavouring
to raise funds for securing premises for the
College and Acadeny; the Rev. Mr. Blair
of Barnex's River, who bas been in Scot-
land for ahout o year for the benefit of las
health; and Mr. Mclntosh, who has been
appointed Rector of the Academy in the
room of the highly esteemed Mr. McKay,
mnst be pretty near our coasts on thewr way
home to us. Mr. Stewart's mission has
been highly successfal. He had, no doub,
many difficalties to overcome. The church
at home had been making immenss efforts
in behalf of the numerous christian objepts,
both domestic and foreign, to which she has
been directing her energics; interest secm-
£d now to be absorbed in the movements in
reference to her foreign missionary operati-
ous, to plead the cause of which Dr. Duff
was traversing the country, arousing its peo-
gle with his heart-stitring elognence ; much

ad already beea done for the Lower Pro-
vinces; and there is & growing feeling at
home, which has been very distinctly ex-
ressed, that the Provinces ought now to be
oing much more than they have iu herto
doge for their own assistance. Mr. Stew-
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art, however. with indomitable perseven
ance, prorecuted the object of his mussion,
pressed the canse with the earnestness of o
man who understood its principles and fely
its importance, and made out such a cace
that many, even of tho.e who had listened
to him with unwilling ears, yielded 10 his
srgruments and rewarded Lis persecoram e
with theirdonations.  He returns with Lusge
contributions of inoney, and with books
which will forin a considerable addition
the Cullege Library.

Mr. Mclntosh, the new Rector, is recom-
mended by the higi:est test mouials boti as
to his persenal cheracter and acquiremens,
and a8 to his practical acquaintance with
the most approved modes of communicaung
to others the literary stores with which ins
own mind has been richly fumished.  Dur.
ing the time that has elapsed since the la-
mented removal of Mr. McKay, the busi-
ness of the Academy has been conducted
with great vigour and success by Mr. Mun-
vo. Its eflicicacy will be greatly iniproved
ou the arrival of ¥ir. McIntosh, as he brings
with him a valuahle apparatus, the want of
which was much felt in the Meademy. The
educational institutions of the Free Charch
here are lonked to with the deepest interest;
and itappears that even the instrument mak-
ers were desirous to help on the cause, m
some instances by donations, and, in others,
by giving their articles at a lower price than
that at which otherwise they could have been
obtained.

And what cffect is the anuouncement of
these things to have nponus 7 Surely, gra-
titade, werc there no more direct personal
interestinvolved, chould stimulate the mem-
bers of the Free Church here to exertions
that mnight give <ome evidence that they
appreciate the kindness of their friends in
Scotland.  Might not the apparatus thus far
secured be still farther enlarged by donat-
ons of instraments, and by contributions of
money with which 1o make parchases *—
How littile has heen done here in the way of
helping on the Library! Is there to be no
increase in the contribations to the Frofes-
sorial Fund? Instead of countenancing
the idea that that Fund is now to terminate,
let the subscriptions of this year, in which
the province seems about to be blessed with
2 most abundaet harvest, shew that it is
pow the effort to secure its proposed amount
is beginning to he made in carnest—that
the Free Church is determined, thro” God's
blessing.that the byilding which kind friends
in Scotland have beea thus far placing with-
in their reach, shall be secured and well 2t-
tended by siudents under the charge of Pro-
fessors for whom an adequete support shall
have been secured.

O
APPROACHING SESSION OF COL
LEGE.

As the time is again drawing nesr for th®
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opehing of the Collego Session, it muy be
well tdggmind students of the importance
of having Weir preparations so made usthat
they may be forward at the commencement
of the business. Itis to suit their general
cduvenience that the commencement of the
session is deferred to so late 2 period of the
vear as the first of November; and they
cught not still farther to hinder the proper
work of the classes by being late in theirar-
sival.  Those also who have it in prospect
1o enter upon the study of theology this ses-
sion should remember that they must pre-
viously be cxamined by the Presbyterics
within whose bounds they respectively re-
side as it is upon the certificate of the P’res-
brtery, declaring them to be in their judy-
ment possessed of the requisite qualificati-
oms, that they arc cnrolled as students in
divinity. ‘Thisis requisite both with respect
to those who may wish now to be enrolled
as students in divinity for the first time, and
for those who have been alreadv attending
assuch. Itis hoped that Presbyteries will
keep this in view, and arrange a meeting for
this object where it may be necessary. Let
the Church at large also remember the deep
interests that are involved iu the business
of the session ; and, when the state of these
Prosinces is such as to press upon all the
duty of praying the Lord of the harvest that
he would send forth labourers into the har-
vest, let their earnest prayer ascend for a
rich blessing upon the labours hoth of pro-
fessors and students.

—0

TREE PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.

The Free Presbytery of Halifax held its
ardinzry meeting here on the 27th ult. Be-
sides appointing their usaal supplies, which
it is unnecessary now to state in detail, the
Preshytery considered an application from
the Rev. Mr. Adam in Bermuda for minis-
terial supply for the charge there, for six
months from QOctober next, as he was about
to return to Britain. In the prospect of the
opening of the session of the College in the
beginning of November, Mr. Romans ap-
peared to be the only available supply to
whom the Presbytery could look, and as he
was not present the Presbytery adjourned
till six o'clock in the evening of the same
day. in order to give an opportunity of com-
maaicating with Mr. Romans on the sub-
ject. At the evening mecting it was re-
ported that, althouzh Mr. Romans had not
been personally met with, and no favoura-
ble answer could be given, he might be ex-
pected to attend before the Presby tery would
adjourn. This expectation, howeve:, was
a5t realized ; and the Presbytery adjourned
without being able to do more than autho-
riz¢ a commuaication to Mr. Adam, iuti-
mating that the Presbytery could not at pre-
sent undertake to supply the charge at Ber-
muada, but they would endeavour, if possi-
ble, to give some supply durisg the winter.

14F

Thelr next meeting is t6 be held here on
Wednesday, the first day of October next.

0

(From the Home and Foveign Record of the
Presbyteriun Clurch in the United States.)

PASTORAEL VISITING.

Seme people would have their Pastors
chiefly occupied in visiting: others would:
have them visit but little or notat all. Some
Some would have their visits pass off in a
social way ; others would have them devot-
ed to religion.  The duty of visiting * from
house to house” is enjoined in Scripture, and
has every thing in reason tosustain it.—
Such work!as ministers perform in families
during the week, is an application of their
Sabbath prayers and sermons, and has in
numerous instances been crowned with as-
tonishing success in the conversion of soiils,
the edification of christians, and the reform-
ftions of communities. Therecan be no per-
fect ministry without it. Yet itis aduty, ﬁe{e
gll the direct duties of the ministry, envir-
oned with its difficulties and its dangers,
and cermin}; requiring the pastor to bear
its cross. How the daty is best fo be dis-
charged, must be learned from the word of
God . and from efforts, and observation and
prayer. The great difficulty, after all, mr
the way of a proper and successfal dischargs
of the duty, lics in the want of an earnest and
devoted piety on the part of the ministry. Let
that piety exist in the soul of & minister and
he will gain access to the homes and the
hearts of his pcople, and find time for it,
and find a way forit also. Is,it difficult for
a minister to visit religiously, in a time of
revival 2 The great majority of the excuses
of ministers for a nreglect of this duty, are
founded, when they are searched to the bot-
tom, upon selfishaess, pride, and lave of
ease. ‘The heart leads us atray in its de-
ceitfulness, and we laud and consecrate our-
selves to one great daty to the neglect of o~
thers, and why ?  Because there is an aver-
sion at heart, on account of the sacrifices at~
tendant npon them! Yetin our self-decep-
tion, we endeavour to feel justified. Surely
if any in the ministry should abound inpas-
toral visiting, it should be those who are set-
tled in missionary fields and churches. It is
alone by visiting, that the missionary can
know the people of his charge, and the
strangers that settic around him personally,
aud gaiu their esteem and confidence, and
finally their affections. it is alone in this
way that he will come to an exact under-
standing of the religious faith and character
of peoplc gathered from all parts of the
world : it i3 aloncthin this way ﬂﬁx{n he eai.z

roperly interest the people in the gospel,
gndpobg\in the aztendgncg of their childrer
at the Sabbath-school, and attach the chil.
dren to him, and so lay & broad and good
foundationfor a permanent churck snd con-
gregation.  More tarns on a faithful per-
formince of this duty in our missionary




142

ficlds, far success, than brethren are aware Contributions to the Profes-

of. Some missionaries ina short time build
up « sclf-sustaining church. Others in e-
qually promising fields hnve to be support-
ed for so long a tine by the Board, thatthe.
burden is great npon the fands of the Church
Complaints are made in particular instanc-
es that the missionaries of the Board do not
visit as pastors the people of their charge, but
live at home ina rort of independence of
them, and neither they nor their churches grow.
This is indeed lumentable, and we would
fain hope, and we do believe, that such in-
stances are rare exceptions to the general
rule to the contrary. Let our pure muinds be
stirred up by way of vemembrance,

We add an extracs from a Jetter, showing
conclusively the duty and happy consequences
of seithful pastoral visiting in our missionary
Jields. ~ This brothes hopes that his church
in another year will be self-sustaining.

“ I have recently visited all the families
of the congregation (about fifry in namber)
and conversed with them on the subject of
religion, inquiring into their state, and giv-
ing such advice and instructions as seemed
proper. Though I have found by this
course that there are some things disconr-
aging, I have also found that some are en-
couraging. Ihave found a sad neglect of
fumily religion in some families, there being
no family-worship and but little family in-
#truction, children ignorant of the catechism,
&c. Yet, I have found otder families where
the family altar is set up on which is offer-
ed the morning and evening sacrifice of

teyer and thangksgiving. In visiting fami-
ies of the latter description, I have had my
spirits raised, and my heart encouraged. I
have also found a number who are not pro-
fessors of religion, whose minds are more or
less impressed with the importance of the
subject. One of this description has since
in a sndden manner been called from the
scenes of time. Iscarcely thought, while
making pastoral visits, that I was visiting
some for the last time; but so it has comae
to pass in one instance, and it may in others.
Wheun shall we learn to converse with our
fellow-men as if we were conversing with
them for the last time? I believe I was
kindly received by every family I visited, at
least there was no manifestation of unkind-
ness. I believe that ministers oftea do
themselves and others injustice, by suppos-
ing that they shall be received with cold-
ness, if not repulsion.  In one family whero
1 anticipated such a recepiion, I was receiv-
ed with great kindness, and found them in
quite an interesting state of mind. By these
visits I have become much better acquaint-
ed with'the families of the congregation than
1 was before, and they with me; and I
think it has tended to strengthen our muta-
al affoction, There has also of late besn &
perceptible increass of the number who at-
tend upon public worship on the Sabbath.”
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sorial Fund.

Murray Harbouar, P.E. I,

Norra SipE.

Mr. Wm. McLean, Collector £0 1

John Dalziel, Esq.
John McKay
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Mrs. Thomas Clow, col.

Miss Margaret Clow
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Aundrew Miller
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Mrs. B. Clow

Mary Clow

Jane Clow

Mr, James Clow
Alex. McDonald
Gom. Reid

Miss Jane Clow
Mary Clow
Mary Kennedy

Mr, John Clow
David McLean
Alexander Reid
John Sensabough
Dovid Seusabough
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Mary Sensabough
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John McKay
James Howe
William Davy
William Richards
Charles Davy, Junr.
William Clements
Peter Ross
John Cowan

Miss Mary Cowan
Jane Cowan

Mr. Donald McLean
Walter Bill
Thomas Davy

Total, P.E.I. Currency,

£4

£i2 1 9

1

1
1

o

-
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1
1
3
5
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1
1

3
6

6
6
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George Johnston
Samuel Jardine
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A Friend
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W. J. Millar
Three Friends
Elijah Fowles
A Friend
John Wright, junr.
William Faulkaer
AFriend
William J. Ritchie
W. McAllister
Miss E. A. Kidston
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James A. Doak
William Russell
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John Campbeil
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Mrs. John Leslie, Collector,
Joha Leslie
James Mowatt
James Graham
William Carnahan
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Rev. John Tarnbull
Mrz. Turnball
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Daniel I:‘irthgga '

Mrs. McLaggan

William ‘Rassbll, juar.

James Lans

£0 5 0
2 6
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50
5 0
£1 20
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13
2 6
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2 6
13
5 0
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5 0
13
13
10 0
£2 1 6
1 3
2 6
13
5 0
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5 0
5 0
2 6
2 6
30
2 6
100
10 0
£210 6
200
5 0
1 00
5 0
50

James McLaggan
Walter Noble
Robert Cowic

Lrorow.
Miss Anne McMillan, col.
Miles McMillan
Alexander McMillan
Mrs. Alexander McMillay
Miles McMillan
Daniel McMillan
Grace McMillan
Miss Jane Craig
Col. R. Hayne
Mr. John Hayes
Kenneth Cameron
George Moir

Miss Mary Mitchell, col.

Mr. Robert McKay
‘William Conroy
George Miichell
Ewen Mitchell

Mrs. William Fairley

Miss Jane Rolston, col.
Mrs. Charles Avery
Alexander Pond
James Hooper
Mr. George Campbell
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Mr. James McKay
George Moir
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Robert Duff
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Daniex McLanchlsn
Johu Robertson
Thomas Robertson
Androw Somerville
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Alexander Stewart, col. -
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Nargaret Stewart
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John Hunter
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New Mrcrs, axp ViciNiTy.
Wmn. Fleck, Belldune
Donald Mcillan, Colborne, col.
James McPherson
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3
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Donald McMillan 5 @
John Cook, Esq. 50
Neil Cook 50
‘William Hamilton 5 0
James MeMillan 50
John McCormick 5 0
Wm. Cook 4 6
Alex. Cook 5 0
Wm. Ferguson, Dathousis, col.
Mrs. Reid 10 ©
Robert Alexander 20
Donald McNeish 110
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John Robertson, Durkam, col.
John McMillan, Esq. 50
Rev. Angus McMaster 11 8}
Magnus Forth 2 6
Christopher Mullan 2 6
William Anderson 6 0
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SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

The following collections have been re-
ceived :—
Syxon Fuxp.
Lawrencetown
Chalmers’ Church—additional
Cornwallis

£0 13 54
1 00
115 2}

W. S. StinriNe, Treasurer.
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I\;o 18 Granville Si. Halifax,N.S
A. &W.MACKINLAY,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers' & Stationers;

AVE constantly on hand a choice and

extensive astortment of BOOKS AND
STATIONARY of every descriptlon, a-
mongst which are, Day Books, Journals;
Tedgers, and Memoranda Books; Pot,
Post, Foolscap. and every description of
writing papers, Note paper, Grawing paper,
Drawing and Common Pencils, Bristol
Board, Nories Navigation, Thompson’s Lus
nar Tables, Mathematical Instruments,
Charts in great variety, Dilworth’s, Univer-
sal, Mavour’s, Murray’s, and Carpenter’s
Spellings. Murray’s Reader and Introdue
tion, Leanies Grammar, Chamber’s Edues-
tional Course, Chamber's Journal, Cham-
ber's Papers for the People, Bibles, Testa:
ments, Prayer Books, Slates & Pencils, Ink,
and Iankpowders, Framed Engravings—
Avrso—an assortment of Salmon & Trout
Flies, Rods, Reels & Lines.

—

Morison’s Universal Medicine,
Sold in Halifax, only by C
A.& W. MACKINLAY, ..

General Agents for Nove otiacS .

JOHN ESSON & CO.
Corner of Duke and Barrington Strees.
GeNERAL InPORTERS & DEALERS IN
Flour, Meal, Groceries, Fish)
Fishing Supplies, West e

India Produce, &c,» .
HALIFAX, NX. 8. ~




