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LOOKS WHICH GIVE TIIE COUNTERSIGN TO
CONSCIENCE.

A SERMON
BY REV. LOUIS H. JORDAN, M.A, B..
“ And the Lord turned and Lookev upon Iefer.”—Luhe xxii. 61.

FIHE Baviour’s silent survey of Peter, recorded in this passage,

was certainly not the last instance in which a divine look
has searched and subdued a wayward human heart. Our Lord is
ever looking upon every one of His creatures; and no man can be
conscious that Christ is dcliberately viewing him, with strange
significant penctrating gaze, without feeling stirred to the very cen-
tre of his being.

Yet, doubtless, Jesus looks upon many a one who has not the
faintest idea that his Maker is specially regarding him! The unob-
servant man is invariably a loser. There is the unobservant tra-
veller : he roams perhaps around the entire globe, and yet he looks
at things so superficinlly that he is little the wiser for his outlay and
his pains. There is the unobservant reader: he skims through
many volumes cvery month, but his mind (like some coarse sicve)

retains at best only the rougher and less valuable material.  There
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is the unobservant merchant: while other men are advancing
steadily to prominence and to fortune, he slackly allows the few
remaining portals to wealth to be shut and barred and barrieaded
against him.  And the unobservant believer loses not less in regard
to spiritual things, than the careless man of the world loses in
regard to temporal things. One may be privileged to tarry a very
long time in the presence of Christ, and yet be no hetter oft’ in the
end than is the heedless shortsighted schoolboy who neglects to
apply himself to his studies.  Each is a mere trifler with opportu-
nities which will one day be recognized to have been priceless, and
both must equally fail to be brought into that close touch with
their Master which would naturally lead them to be infused with
his spirit and zeal, and informed in those truths which pertain to
their present and future welfare,

Hercin unquestionably les the cexplanation of the fact that so
many to-day who are called of Christ’s name are not in truth
His diseiples.  They have never undertaken a study of the charae-
ter of our Lord,—so thorough, so patient, so sympathetic,—that they
have come to KNow Christ.  They have grasped with easy intelli-
genee all that is written about Him in the Gospels.  They have
ceased to be astonished at the singular force and beauty of His
teaching. They have been brought in large measure nnder the spell
of His influence as a mun.  Nevertheless they have never watehed
Him so closely and so lovingly, as regards even merely outuvrd
things, as to have detected many of those individual personal pecu-
liavities which set Him apart from all other men amaong whom they
mingle.  After all, therefore, their acquaintance with Christ has
been exceedingly slight ; and,—cither through ignorance of this fact,
or through lack of inclination to strive to know Him better,—they
have hitherto heen satisfied to know and to follow Him “afar off.”

Christ may read the human heart at a glanee, but no human
glancee suffices to read the divine heart.  Christ’s look may search
through and through the very soul; but even the most carnest,
avdent, penetrating human look cannot discover «ll that lies con-
cealed in some of the most common-place events of our Lord's
carthly ministry.

Chuist was God as well as Man; and so not merely His deliber-
ate words, but His most familiav actions, ave fitted to instruct us
Hencee as we move ever under the gaze of our fellows, and by our
every movement reveal to those of them who are sufficiently keen-
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sighted some sceret unspoken purpose of the heart; so Christ, as he
is portrayed to us in the Gospels, should be watched very closely
as regards even the details of His life by those who would be taught
aright. Thcse who thus lovingly pause. and studiously yet rever-
ently examine into the divine credentials, are never long in leing
convinced that Jesus was unquestionably the Son of the Highest.

In illustration of the statement that Christ’s simplest acts were
often pregnant with very weighty meaning. suppose attention be
concentrated for a little upon some of the Looks whieh used to shoot
so significantly at times out of the Saviowr’s grave clear penetrating
eyes. This study may seem at first sight to be one which does not
promise large reward to the inquirer; but here, as elsewhere, first
impressions are exceedingly erroncouns.  In the days of His flesh,
Christ’s looks never failed to speak to those upon whom for the
moment they rested ; and I think we shall discover that to the eye
of faith to-day those same searching glances continue to convey the
same seasonable message of interrogation or reproof or heavenly
benediction.

I.—THE MERELY EMBARRASSING LOOK.

Reeall, as a first example, that Look of Christ with which He was
certain to frodadile the beholder.  This Look assuredly rested, many
many times, upon the twelve oviginal disciples.  Every school boy
knows what it is to be sitting decorously at his desk, and (without
glancing up) to feel that the eyes of his teacher are steadily fixed
upon him.  And that look, after a moment or two's duration, begins
undeniably to trouble him.  If he has been gailty of some conscious
indiscretion, probably his sense of discomfort will only be a forc-
taste of the keener bitterness yot to be experienced ; but the ease
supposed is one in which the subject of this anxicty is nat aware
that he has done anything particularly blame-worchy.,  Neverthe-
Jess, he canmot but be concerned because that look continues to he
directed towards him : he very sincerely longs for the time when it
will be removed.

And in the school-house of this world, the eye of the great Divine
Teacher very frequently rests upon individual pupils: and those
who have placed themselves under His instruction—many of them
at least,—are not a little troubled in consequence.  They feel con-
seious,—certain beyond all possibility of denial,—that they are never
alone ; that the embarrassing gaze of the Almighty One is inces-
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santly fixed upon them; and that He is reading them so thoroughly
that He is discerning their innermost character and life with unerr-
ing accuracy. This knowledge, it is true, is not such as should
affiight any save those who are at enmity with Christ; still what
22an is he who, in one sense at least, can truthfully place himself
outside the reach of that comprehensive eategory ¢ Not only have
all sinned : all men arve continuously sinning, every day and houv
that they live.  And so ALL may well be troubled, when they begin
to realize that the Saviour is LooKING with more than ordinary
steadfastness upon them,

Yet it must not be overlooked that the believer and the un-
believer are very differently troubled, as the Louk of Christ comes
suddenly to be direeted towards them. The one is filled indeed with
confusion, and his checks grow crimson with shame. ; but the other
is filled with well-grounded alarm and dismay.  The one is led to
realize how utterly base and unworthy has been his past ingrati-
tude; but the other is still moved by that cold narrow sclfishuess
which is careful only to provide a shelter against a threatening
storm.  The one, though consciously undeserving, knows that the
door of a divine retuge still remains open,—and, with cager grateful
step, he hastens across its threshold : hut the other only becomes
cach moment more anxious to go anywhere, rather than openly face
Him whose lovk begins already to transfix him.

It can never be too often or too cmphatically affirmed that the
very same providential dealings are incessantly dividing men into
two oppusite classes,—into those who pass over to God's right hand,
and those who pass over to His left.  The very same providential
dealings ave still the agencies which God is every day employing to
render manifest « those who love Christ, and those who love Him
not.” It is all-important then that every man should speedily
determine whether the steady look which troubles him is driving
him away from Christ, or drawing him nearer to his divine Lord
and Master. It is hardly necessary to say that that Look should
be interpreted very carvefully, lest the conclusion reached be
wholly unwarranted and wofully deceptive. It should be inter-
prefed also without a moment’s delay, as the conclusion arrived at
may come upon some as a veritable revelation.

No man should seck to evade Christ’s look, IF that divine look
troubles him, he should ascertain immediately whether it ought to
trouble him. To be consciously in the presence of Christ, and to




Sermon. 405

live daily in the light of His countenance,—why that experience is
Heaven ! But if, upon honest examination, a man discovers that
he has cause to be troubled by Christ’s look, then he should not
delay to seck forgiveness and reconciliation.

Otherwise that divine look must continue to trouble the wrong-
doer. It will successively extinguish all his opening  joys.
Neither fitted nor intended to give peace, it will awaken wmany a
throe of pain.  Either he will be hunted and embarrassed by that
look down to the very end of life, or else—infinitely worse—that
Look will be removed from him forever! The unheliever will he
left absolutely alone, and the little light he has hitherto had will
one day suddenly go out amid thick darkness.  From such our Lord
has stid that He will turn Iis face away ; and that erested look,—
what is it but Hell ?

Let the believing soul invariably refurn the divine gaze.  The
Saviowr’s Look merely embarrasses him: but this carnest look may
wring salvation.  Hear the persuasive word : “ Look unto Me and
be ye saved, all the ends of the carth:” for as many as look unto
Him shall be lightened, and their faces shall no Jonger be ashamed.

IL—THE DIRECTLY REPROVING LOOR.

But besides that look of Christ by which He troubled the hehold-
ers, there was also that look of His by which He was wont to re-
prove them.

This was a more severe look than the former.  There was some-
thing of sternness in it ; and yet it was not wholly stern. It was a
look which strangely combined in it compassion with chiding, and
pity with veproof. It was a look that was full of pathos; the eyes
whence it eame were oftentimes bedimmed  with tears. There was
a wondrous yearning in this glance ! A signiticant Look,—a laok
which but few could forget,—it spoke as distinetly as any words
could speak.  Such was our Saviowr's aspect when He reproved one
of His disciples, and at the sune thne sought to melt into submis-
sion a wayward, rebellious heart.

Take, as an example of the kind of glance to which reference is
now heing made, the fook which Christ must have worn when, after
he had significantly washed his disciples’ feet, he added the un-
expected prediction :—* One of you shall betray me!”  Or take the
look which Jesus directed towards Peter on the public occasion
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which is descrited in the context.  The prior history of this apostle
brings out elearly before us in their suceession the downward din-
gerous steps by which he had unwittingly been drawing nearer to
the little group which now,—engrossed in low-voiced eagrer conver-
sation,—were gathered around the fire which glowed sullenly in the
court-yard of the High Priest’s palace.  The impulsive diseiple has
allowed himself onee more to be earrvied far beyond the boundaries
of ordinary diseretion. We lister, in shocked and silent wonder, to his
suecessive and degrading deninls: “ T know not the man 5 I tell you,
1 do not know him: I swear I NEVER knew him.” No, Peter! You
intend your words to frame a lic; but unwittingly, you are now
speaking the literal truth,—you do Xor know Christ! You have
companied with Him for years, and still you do not know Him !
You have not yet fathomed the depths of the well-spring of His
love, or the full meaning of those words He so recently addressed to
vou, even when He was foretelling thes apostacy @ Simon, Simon,
behold Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat ; but I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not” One
well-direeted glanee out of the Saviowr’s eyes could ring all these
things to your remembrance, and change yet more perfeetly your
obdurate stony heart into a heart of lesh.

While the erring disciple is still speaking, the Saviour and the
guard of soldiers who have Him in custody draw near to the place ;
and, as Christ is hurried by, “the Lord turned and LooOKED upon
Peter!” Who shall snecessfully deseribe the emotions of the apostle
when that look of reproaf rested upon him,—a look with which was
intermingled an element of sorrow that could have eried out for
very pain ?

We find here one of those oceasions for the adequate delineation
of which the only competent testimony is the testimony of expe-
rience.  No one can possible analyze the feclings of the apostle
unless his own breast has felt the upheaval by their resistless
power.  Alas that EVERY human heart has created the cause, times
without number, for the divine rebuke; yet thanks be unto God
that in so many instances, the cause having been given, the search-
ing glance of Christ has overborne in a moment all feeble, bascless
opposition.

It is not to be lost sight of that a beam of light,—when it comes
from the face of Christ, not less than when it breaks away from the
surface of the natural sun,—hardens what it fails to soften and
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strengthens what it fails to subdue. It is important therefore to
speak, at this point, & word of honest warning; for the sternness
which inheres the look of reproof may shortly become its dominat-
ing clement.  Under certain civenmstances, as where a man persists
deliberately in his wickedness, Christ’s look of reproof ceases to
exhibit any interblending of love; it becomes wholly and unmis-
takably severe.  None that see that lovk ever forget it.  They can-
not forget it, for it burns its inexorable way into the soul.

Men of course who live to-day have never scen the look of
reproof which has no merey in it. Nor shall such erer see it unless,
like the Devil and his angels, they are to be consumed by it through-
out all cternity. A day is coming,—a day which will awaken in
unconverted breasts “a certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation,”—when Christ shall be seated upon His appointed
throne, and when all the human race shall e summoned one by
one before Him. The glanee of divine reproof, on that dread day,
no sinful man shall dave to look upon.  As Christ shall pass the
irrevocable sentence upon cach self-convicted eriminal, it is revealed
that his eyes shall gleam as flames of fire. His indignation at man's
ingratitude, no longer held in restraing, shall verily search and
wither the wicked at a glance,  Ab, swrely, it is the look of reproof
which has gradually become changed into 2 look of ANGER,—only
less than the prior appealing rejected looks of love—which will
goad the despair of the lost throughout unending ages !

But it has already been indieated that, in every heart in which
there is still a remmnant of sineere desire to yicld loyal service to
Christ, the look of reproof may prove to be a look of reformation.
The intermingling of divine compassion that is in it iay finally and
effectually conquer. It may act not merely as a swond to wound,
hut as o balm to heal.  And so out of weakness, there may arise
strength ; out of darkness, there may emerge light ; out of torpor
and insensibility and even death, there may emerge the fulness of
spiritual life.

It should be the daily petition of every believer that, in his
moments of forgetfulness and open transgression, Christ may 1.0ok
upon him with that same glance of xeproof which instantly broke
the heart of His wayward apostle.  He should pray too that that
glance may rest upon him, as upon Peter, at the manifestly oppor-
tune moment,—to remind him of thosc vows which he has ignored
or consciously broken. He should pray further that that glance
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may be made as eftectunl in his ease as it was in the case of Peter,
viz.in restoring him to the divine favor, in clothing him with a
new and maturer hope, and in revealing to him o truer conception
of the cnormity and fatetul issue of all unbelief.  For thus will
the rebuke of Christ instantly reeall him to the discharge of his
plighted allegianee : and he too, like the apostle, shall soon find
grace to testify with an unfaltering boldness what great and pre-
cious things the Lord hath done for him.

HL—THE TENDERLY FORGIVING LOOK.

There is one other look of Christ’s of which an enumeration like
the present, however imperfeet, must not fail to make mention; for
it 1s the tenderest look that ever beams from that face divine, It is
wholly different from the look which troubles, or the look which
reproves; but certainly it is not less significant or less memorable
than cither of the others. It is the very opposite of that look which
scorches and sears : it too can melt, but it softens invariably by the
measure of its love, It is a royal look.  There is unspeakable com-
passion in it, and there is manifest sympathy init.  Yet. above all
else, there is kingly grace in this look. 1t is Christ's matehless look
of FORGIVENESS,

Mauy an oceasion may be recalled, in the earthly history of our
Lord, when it was unmistakably the look of rorGIvENEss which
beamed from the Saviowr's eyes. Let helievers everywhere sing and
rejoice that men were so often permitted to read this gracious deeree
in the very countenance of Christ : it will nerve them to anticipate,
with a calm and unwavering confidence, the day of final Account.

Take the case that is given us in John ix.—where the blind man
to whom the Saviour had restored his sight was cast out of the
synagogue, beeause he professed his faith that Jesus was the Christ.
We are told that Jesus at once sought him out and comforted
him.  Oh, with what tender look must our Lord have viewed his
Ionely yet courageous disciple, as he said: “ Dost thou believe on the
Son of God ¢”

But the look of forgiveness lit up the Saviour’s face, and added
untold beauty to cvery divine lincament, on many most unlikely
oceasions. It is casy to conceive of Christ imparting, through a
look, pardon to an eriing woman in the temple ; but the self-same
patient glance issued from his eyes under conditions which seemerd
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verily to preclude its presence. It was not only upon the devout
inquirer that Jesus fastencd this look; it appeared upon His face
with equal readiness even when His ears were being grected with
the harsh remorseless ery: “Crucify Him! Crucify Him " and
(later on) amid the bitter, hitter pangs of an excruciating death. It
spoke peace indeed to troubled consciences amid the unbroken still-
ness of the synagogue, where men were hanging breathlessly upon
His tips; but it rested also upon the jeering multitude that sur-
rounded the cross and upon one who was nailed Upon an adjoining
cross, and with the look there came the words: “ Father, forgive
them.”  “To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.”

It is hard to refrain from naming one additional instance in
which this look of forgiveness fell from the eyes of the Saviour,
Surely it is no unwarranted inference to helieve that they rested
most tenderly on the affrighted stranger, Simon the Cyrenian, who
was compelled to assist our Lord in carrying to Calvary the heavy
cruel cross. Few possibly have ever thought much about this
Simon, for the New Testament tells us very little about him. In the
present instance, he was guilty of no crime that he should have had
to submit to the indignity of heing publicly associated with male-
factors on their way to punishment ; and, save that he was too weak
to resist and that no man offered to hefriend him, he would not have
had to endure the added insult of feeling the sting of blows and
bratal words. This scene, deseribed as with the graphic touch of
one who had personally witnessed it, has been depicted thus: I
feel sure that the dear Master sometimes turned and 1.00KED kindly
upon Simon. Like many another who with distressed and timid
heart has nevertheless raised to his shoulder his appointed cross,
Simon cnjoyed at least during that hard effort the Saviour's quick-
cning smile. I know the Lord so well that I feel sure He must
have done this : He would not forget the man who was His partucr
in trial for a time. And ah! that look! How Simon must have
treasured up even the remembrance of it, as long as he lived!  Me-
thinks that when the old man camc to lic upon his death-bed, he
must have exclaimed; “My hope to-day is in Him whose cross I
once caurried.  Blessed burden! Lay me away in the grave; but I
shall rise again and see Hiw, even in His glory. His cross has
pressed me, and His love shail surcly raisc me.” *

* A clipping from a newspaper.
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Upon how many of those who now pause to read these words has
there rested the Saviour’s tenderly-forgiving look 2 Full well all
know the look that troubles and the look that chides; alas that all
should not equally know, by personal experience of its power the
look that forgives. Beloved! to have scen by faith the face of
Jesus when it is all aglow with love,—with a welcome in His glance
and forgiveness on His lips,—is to have witnessed a spectacle which
must live in the memory throughout cternity ; it is to have been
emancipated into that liberty which maketh “ free indeed ;” it is to
have been made a conseious heir and citiz n of heaven.

“I have not seen that sight as yet” some one exclaims, in voice
whose tones are cold and skeptical.  Brother! pray that you may
see it Pray that yon may sce it speedily, and with absolute cer-
tainty that you actually do sce it.  Assuredly you will never there-
after forget the gladness of that moment when Christ tuwrned and
LOoOKED lovingly upon you: and, in the “many mansions” above,
hecause of that look, you will sing with an ever-inereasing rapture:
“ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain. . . . Blessing and honor
and glory and power e unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb forever and ever”

Look! Lwk! Look and Live!
There is life Tor 2 lank at the Crucified One,
There is life at this moment for thee!

Wha, then, will not reliern the look of Christ, of whatsoever kind
it be, with which cach is surely at this moment vegarded 2 If it be
the cudeteressing look, retirn it with a glanee which makes an
honest inquiry.  If it be the ceproring look, return it with a glance
that is moist with the tears of repentance.  If it be the foryic-
tuy Touk, veturn it with a confident glance that is vocal of its glad-
ness. Reciprocate that quickening look of His, for it is ever full of
power,—constraining power as regards its source, and transforming
power as regands its objects.  Christ is the Son of God: and to “as
many as receive Him, to them gives He pronver to Yecome the Sons
of Gud, even to them that believe on His name”  And He who by
faith fixes hiseyesupon our adorable Redeemoer,—so that of his daily
life it may truthfully be said: “ it was a constant ‘looking unto
Jesus,"—gradually comes to be like Him upor whom he gazes. For
“we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lond, are trvinsformed inlo the same image from glory to glory,
wven as by the Spirit of the Lond.”

Montreal. Louts H. JoRrbax.
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GLIMPSES OF WORDSWORTH AND THE
LAKE COUNTRY.

'V E left Edinburgh on the afternoon of Wednesday, the 15th

August last, for the Lake Distriet, spending that night in
the manse of Canobie, Dumfriesshire, with our old friend the Rev,
Dr. Snodgrass, rother-in-law of our good neighbour Dre Pollok and
predecessor of Dr. Grant in the principalship of Queen’s University.
The preceding day and night we had spent with a yet older friend
at school and college, Dre Robert MaeNair, whom Dr. Snodgrass
succeeded in the ministry of St. James, Charlottetown, between
thirty and forty yeus ago.  The manse lies sweetly by the hanks
of the Esk in onc of the finest parisiies of Scotland. Netherby Hall
amd other seenes of historic interest ave near hy.  The whole region
is classic.  Our saunter that summer’s eve with the geninl ex-
Principal can never be forgotten.  Though loathe to leave so sweet
a resting-place, we were “up in the marning early ” to catch the
express for Carlisle, sixteen miles off. The * minister’s man” drove
us to Scoteh Dyke on the main line crossing, a short distance from
the manse, the line that separates Scotlwd from England.  What
memories of border mids in the “ brave days of old” crowd on us!
We tarry not at Carlisie, Camberland’s stivring capital, whose old
castle recalls a stormy pastt We touch at Penrith, a mile and a
half south-cast of which is Brougham Castle, 2 majestic ruin; a
nile west of which looks down from its lofty clevation Brougham
H.ll, “ the Windsor of the North,” calling up the notable name of
Henry Brougham, whaose eloquence wiclded at will the Courts and
Parlinment of England, and who sleeps in the sunny cewetery of
Cannes in the south of France. A quarter of a mile to the north-
west is “ Arthur's Round Table,” cighty-seven feet in diameter,
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encireled by a ditch and mound, to which Sir Walter Scott refers as

“ Red Penrith’s Table round
For feats of chivalry renowned.”

We leave the milway at Keswick and take to the outside of one
of several stages, a four-in-hand tally-ho, a mode of travelling that
is too fast passing away—Ffor after all none is so good for seeing
the country and getting acquainted with one’s fellow traveller.
The town, with o population of some 3,000, lies under the frowning
shadow of Skiddaw, which is over 3,000 feet in height and within
half & mile of Derwentwater, which, take it all in all, is the loveliest
of that lovely chain of lakes which are the “ gllory and joy ” of this
charming region.  This Keswick Lake is three miles long by one
and a half broad and cighty feet deep.  Near to it is Bassenthwaite.
four miles in length and three quarters of a mile in breadth. Climb-
ing the hill, we left our jolly Jehu, “ minding to go afoot.” We got
ahead of our panting steeds, ever and anon pausing at cligible points
to “view the landseape o'er.” The Vale of Keswicl: at our feet : the
mountain that stamds as guardian sentinel over it, filling our eye,
making us sympathise with Wordsworth's apostrophe =

“What was the great Parnassus’ self to thee—
Mount Skiddaw ?  In his natural sovereignty
Our British hill is nobler far, he shrouds
1is double-front among Atlantic clouds
And pours forth streams more sweet than Castaly.”

We were fortunate in having a bright clear day—not unfre-
quently it is otherwise. The traveller finds himself like Coleridge’'s
“ Ancient Mariner,”

“The mist is here, the mist is there,
The mist is all around.”

But there was no mist the day of our visit, and the features of the
glorious landscape came out in bold aud beautiful relief.

We mattled through the celebrated Vale of St. John, at whose
southern entranee to the right is the Castle Rock, the scene of Sic
Walter Scott’s * Bridal of Tricrmain.”  White Pike rises to the
north, Hablle Fell to the west, Great Dadd to the cast, with
the picturesque Saddleback, so called from the appearance of its
summit.

We skitted Thivlmere, a fine sheet of water theee miles long,
a quarter of « mile broad and 100 feet deep, now being made the
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source of Manchester’s water supply. We passed, at difterent points,
the claborate and expensive works that have broken in on the still-
ness of these hitherto quict waters.

In 1844, Wordsworth poured forth his indignant plaint over the
inroads even then being made—how much more now !

¢ Is then no nuok of English ground secure
From rash assault?  Schemes of retirement sown
In youth and 'mid the busy world kept pure,
As when their earliest flowers of hope were blown,
Must perish ;—how can they this blight endure ?
And must be, too, the ruthless change bemoan
Wha seorns u false utilitarian lure
*Mid his paternal fields at random thrown?
Badlle the threat, brizhit Sceue, from Orrist Head
Given to the pausing traveller’s rapturous glance:
Ilead for thy peace thou heautiful romance
Of Nature; and, if human hearts be dead,
Speak, passing winds, yve torrents with your strony
Amd constiant voice, protest agzainst the wrong.”

Helvellyn, the thind highest mountain in England (3,118 fect
high) overshadows us during much of this memorable drive, linked
with the pathetic story which the poctic genius of the region has
wedded to undying lines.

Grasmere Lake next, 2 mile long, half mile broad, comnes in sight

" with a single island rising boldly from the water, near whose head
lies the village of the same name, in whose sequestered  church-
yard under overshadowing trees lies peacefully till the resurree-
tion morn, William Wordsworth, the Immortal Bard—a simple
solid slab over his resting place in accord with the simpli-
city and solidity of his chamcter: Hartley Coleridge (whose cot-
tage we passed), lying near him, twin Meceas for many a pilgrim.
Yon house at Town End where De Quineey subsequently sojonrned
was where Wordsworth lived eight years, whither in 1802 he
brought his hride, and where Scott visited him. Wordsworth's
* Phantom of Delight,” pourtrays true womanhood in the person of
the Poet’s wife, Mary Hutchinson, to whom in 1802 he was wedded
at Grasmel -, the fint stanza dwelling on the outward chanus of his
beloved, rising in the second to a portraiture of her mental and do-
mestic excellencics, reaching in the third stanza, the gifts and graces
of the  inner man of the heart even that which is not corruptible,”
the good, better, best of her complex nature.  The vocky front
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of Nab Scar now faces us and at its base Nab cottage where the
younger Coleridge lived. Rydal Water is now on our left stud-
ded with several islets, and surrounded with “Things of beauty ”
which are “a joy forever,” and yet the lake is but half a mile in
length and a third of a mile in breadth. We hear the song of the
brovk. We see the trickling or rushing of this stream, and the
other such as himself describes :

* Towards a crystal mere that lay beyand
Among steep hills and woods embosomed, flowed
A copiocus stream with boldly winding course
Here traceable, there hidden, there again
To light restored and glittering in the sun,
On the stream’s bank and everywhere appeared
Fair dwellings, single or insocial kuots;
Some scatter'd o'er the level, others perched
On the hillside, a cheerful, quiet scene
Now in its morning purity arrayed.

We looked over to Fox Howe associnted with the name of
Thomas Arnold of Rughy, and the place adjoining where Foster
the statesman-philanthropist, found relief from the cares of thank-
less office. We passed the cottages of Harviet Martineau and
Hartley Coleridge by the rondside.  Close to Rydal Hall the
ancient seat of the Le Flemings, whose ancestors came over with
the Conqueror, stands Rydal Mount, whither from Allan Bank at
Grasmere he removed in 1818, and remained till 1850, when he
died.  Our stage stopped not long enough to admit of our visiting
the poet’s home, a pinin two story building with a double row of
five windows in the front and a porch. It is mantled over here and
there with roses, ivy, jessamine and Virginia creepers. The house
contains no relies of the poct, nor is it occupied by any relative.
and the present tenant declines the intrusion of tourists; from the
grassy lawn in front a silver gleam of Windermere can be canglht.
The post of distributor of stamps for the County of Westinoreland.
vielding £500 ster. a year, furnished him a saug sinecure from
which in 1842, when past 70, he retired in favor of his son, with a
pension of £300.  The year following he succecded, after the death
of his friend Robert Southey, to the Poct Laureateship, which he
enjoyed till the time of his own death, seven years after (on the
23rd April, 1850,) at the age of 80, to be succeeded in turn by
Tennyson.

We are soon at Ambleside which is practically the centre of the
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lake district, five miles from Windermere station, six from Bowness,
one and a half from Rydal, four from Grasmere, nine from Patter-
dale and seventeen from our starting point at Keswick. After a
comfortable dinner we made for the boat landing where we found
a comfortable little steamer awaiting us, and enjoyed a glorious
cruise over Windermere, which, though the largest of the lukes, is
but ten miles long and a mile broad, with a depth not exceeding
240 fect. Lofty mountains form its northern boundary, the Lang-
Jdale Pikes 2300 and 2400 feet high ; Bowfell to the west rising to a
height of 2960 feet, and Seawfell, 3220 fect, the highest mountain
in England.

How sweet that bugle and cornet sound as it floats over that
silvery sheet and reverberates amid the swrrounding hills, the
sound, and then, the silence, such as Wordsworth deseribes :—

“ And when there came a pause of silence,
Then sometimes jn that silence while be hung
Listening, « shock of mild surprise
Haus carried far into hia heart, the voice
Of mountain torrents or the visible scene
Would enter unawares upon his mind
With all its solemn imagery, its rocks,

Its woods and that uncertain Heaven received
Into the bosom of the shady lake.”

On a smnmer’s eve what can be more enjoyable than with a
congenial companion to

* Gia floating in our pinnace the' the Isles
Of wooded Windermere the River-Lake,
Hung for 2 while between two Worlds of Stars.”

Wordsworth, with Coleridge and Southey and Wilson, founded
the Lake School of Poctry.  In Wordswortl’s simple characters and
natural unadorned reeital of ordinary persons and things, we have
a recoil from the stilted stanzas and high flown claborateness, that
had became so common. It was a revolt against the conventional
theories hitherto so much in vogue, which placed the men women
and children, and incidents of every day life outside the pale of
poctic delineation, as if the muse could he attracted only by the
* hattles of the warrior,” or the heroes or heroines of a sensational
and strong knight errantry ; and had no sympathy with the siwmpler
forms of speech, and those uneventful occurrences that form the
staple of our daily existence. By his own example he showed, as in
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the “ Lines left upon a Seat in a Yew Tree,” that—
* A cheerful Yifo is what the Mnses love,
A soaring spirit is their prime delight.”

As with the bad of Olney, a sofa formed the seed from which
sprang that majestic tree, “ The Task,” whose leat will never wither
nor its juicy clusters fail, so with the and of Rydal Mount, a three
days walk among the mountains effforesces into that far reaching
Banyan, the * Excursion "—that * tall tree ” which made some men
famous according as they had lifted up their eritical “ axes™ upon
it, but which has survived their furious felling, and now canopies a
wultitude who gratefully recline beneath its wide spreading shade
and arve regaled with its healthful nutriment.

“ Beauty, a living Presence of the earth,
Surpassing the most fair ideal Forms
Which craft of deliciate Spirits hath composed
From earth’s materials, wiits upon my steps;
Litchies her tents Lefore e as I move
An hourly neighbor. Paradise and grooves
Elysian, Fortunate Fields, like those of old
Sought in the Atlantic Main, why should they be
A history only of departed things
Or a mer¢ fiction of what never was?
For, the discerning intellect of mun
When wedded to this goodly univers
In love and holy passion, shall find these
A simple produce of the common day.”

Such (to change to an architectural from a horticultural figure)
is a portion of the porch leading into a palace, some of whose apart-
wments, like the one in the Potsdam home of the widowed daughter
of England and ex-Empress of Germany, are resplendent with
gems.  “Strong passions, splendid and striking actions, revenge,
ambition, unbridled love, all that had been hitherto  considered as
the very stuff’ and material of poctical impressions,” Wordsworth
discards as inconsistent with his ideal. He is partial to the gentler
virtues of the simpler forms of speech. He is the poet of common
life, and yet though regarding with scorn the sceptical sciolist who
irreverently dogmatises on themes beyond his provinee and capa-

city, as a
* Lingering slave,
Onc that would peep and pry and botanize
Upon bis mother’s grave.”
Yet is his masterpiece full of the finest philosophy, as well as of
the most finished diction.
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The aim is one of the loftiest, though the churacters sketehed are
often of the lowliest kind, like the old Pedlae who appears so promi-
nently in “The Exceursion,” like the cruel carrvier and his ass in
“ Peter Bell,” and the idiot Boy with whom a whole other poem is
tuken up. Some of his smaller picees, suchas the “ White Doe of Ryl-
stone,” “ The Pet Lamb,” “"The Thorn,” “ The Waggoner,” “ Yarrow
Unvisited and Visited,” “The Happy Warrior,” “Peter Bell”
gained the popular ear in a manner and measure not, attained by his
more claborute production “ The Excurston” (begun in 1802, pub-
lished in 1814), which is but a fragment of a grander conception, a
“vast moral Epic in which he intended to diseuss the human soul in
its deepest workings and its loftiest relations,” and which drew from
the great literary autocrat of the day a erushing eritique commencing
with, “ This will never do.”  But it kas done, and cannot be un-
done.  Poor Keats was killed by the crities though his “ thing of
benuty is a joy for cver,” but the stream that issued from  this
lake and mountain solitude, like the “ Brook ” of our living Laureate
will quictly sing on its way to the familine refrain—

“1 o ou for ever.”

Never was the English language wiclded with greater flexibility
and fluency than by Wordsworth, and we ean henrtily endorse the
testimony of one of his English editors: “ By no such great poet,
hesides Shakespeare, has the English tongue been used with equal
purity and yet such flexible command of its resowress. Spenser gives
us too many obsolete forms, Milton, too much un-English syntax, to
make cither of them available for the purpose of training the young
men of our country in the laws, and leading them to apprehend and
revere the principles, of their magnificent Janguage.  But in Words-
worth is the Euglish tongue scen almost in its perfection ; its powers of
delicate expression, its flexible idioms, its vast compass, the rich
variety of its thythms, being all displayed in the attractive garb of
verse and yet with a most rigovous conformity to the laws of its
own syntax.”

Wardsworth fallowed esthetical and cthical rales in poctizing,
He daes not serve as nomere avtist or rhymer, but as o high priest
in the temple of nature, bringing incense at the shrine of a Higher
Power.  His poems ave hugely thase * of sentiment and reflection.”
The end of poctry, according to him is, « to produce excitement in
co-existence with an overbalunce of pleasure”  The pleasure is
purest and best as the soul “ exercised thereby,” is brought nearer
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to God. This harmonizes with one of his favourite maxims—that
“ Pootry is most just to its Divine origin, when it administers the
comforts and breathes the spivit of religion.”  His magnun apus
partakes largely of this &havacter, “ volling on its thousands of
blank verse lines with the soul felt harmony of a divine hymn
pealed forth from a eathedeal organ”  In Wordsworth, we have
both objective aud subjective illusteation, the tooking in, but,
mostly, the looking out and up, from nature to nature's God. Being
well aware that God vesisteth the proud but giveth grace to the
hamble, and that it is ome traest, dignity., in lowliness of mind for ench
to esteem others better than himself, he thus depicts the type of
genuine manhowd.

“ 1f thou be one whose heart the holy forms
Of Youny hmagination have kept. pure,
Henceforth he warned aud know that Pride
Howe'er disguised in its own Majesty
1s littleness, that he who feels contempt
Vor any living thing, hath facalties
Which he has noever used, that thought with him
I8 inits infaney : the man whose eye
1s ever on himself, doth look on one
The least of Nature works—one who might move
The wise man to that scorn which Wisdom holds
Unlawful ever.  Oh! be wiser thou
Tustructed that true knowledsze teads to love.
True dignity abides with him alone
Who, in the sileat hour of inward thought
Can this suspect and still revere himself
In lowliness of heart.,”

Au appreciative adwiver of this gentle Genius of  that lovely
regm of which we retain such lovmg mewmories,” while showing
l\ow morbid and dangerous the love of innocent, inanimate Nature
may become, when it is linked with infidelity, how it will degenerate
into a weak and worthless matevialism, brings out that “ by no
poct that ever lived has the face of nature, the world of sight and
sound, from the planetary wmotion in the heavens down to the rest-
less shadow of the smallest lower, been so studiously studied duving
a long life, and ali the utterance his poctry gives of that study is
meant to inspire

* The glorious habit by which sense is made

Subservient still to moral purposes,
Auxiliar to Divine "
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Alng ! that ever poetry should have been mnde subsorviont tor
Purposes immoral— that, the pure stremn of Helicon should hnve
ever heeome foul amd fodid through admixtures of elements carthly,
sensund and devilish, that Marlowe g Deyden, Prior aml Byron,
and others hosides, to whose poctic bonttios we are the poeverse of
lined, should T e g fow moral blemishes to connterbnlues e
streams sometimes ranning prenllel, or the one Wending with the
other, ns ghe erystal Rlione and the turbid Arve. Wardsworth

.

illusteated “ o the prve, adl things are pure” for to him poctry was
(ns he puts it)

CFhe anehior of my prrest thonglits, the nurse,
The gratide, the goardian of iy heart, nind gl
OF all my moral Being.”

There is the very soul of Pbhos in some of our Poet's picces, ns
in that of date 1798, deseribing the Heart-hrok on Mother and fhoy
Baby Boy, like that, torching old Seottish bl « Lvly Annn Both-
well's Lament.”  One of its ten stanzns will give some jden of its
welting tendernesy :

* Ruek, little Babws, ol ek eain !
It couln my blod, it conly my brain.
Thy lips 1 feol them, Baby! thoy
DPrraw from the hourt, tho puin nway.
Olt! press me with thy little hand,
It lnumens somothing at my cheat ;
Ahout that tight uned deadly hand
1 feel thy Jittle fingrors proas'd.
The breeze 1 soe is in the treo,
1t comes to cool my babe and e

How chaste and chivalrous are his portraitures of womanhood -

“ And now I seo with oye sereno
Tho very pulas of the machine.
A heing hreathing thoughtful breath—
A traveller botwixt lifo and doath.
The reason firm, the temperato will,
Endurance, forenight, strength and skill H
A porfoct woman, nobly planned
To warn, to comfort, and command H
And yet a spirit still, and bright
With something of an angel light.”

Benutiful, too, are the poet’s pictures of child life, and his moral



420 Preshyterian College Journal.,

and snivitual lessons come in so casily and naturally.  ‘Thus, with
th- et applying w shell to his ear:

“1 hiave seen a curions child who dwell upon o teact
Of inland ground, applying to hik ear
The convalutions of a smoeath-lipp'd shell
To whieh, in silence hush'd his very soul
Listened intensely. and his conntenance soon
Brightened with joy, for, murmuring frotm within
Were heard sonorous cadences whiorehy
T'o hix belief, the monitor oxpress'd
Mysterions union with its native sea.
Even suchoa shell, the Universe itself
I8 to the Ear of Faith,”

R. I, Bunns.
Halifar, NN,




SPECIAL POINTS IN HOMILETICS.*

DREPARATION for preaching is of two kinds—speriol and
general. The former helongs (o o prrticalne sermon o
theme, but the latter consists in gnthering materinl and inerenging
our mental stoves tor all sermons, and these two methods must, he
carvied on continunlly.  No wan enn be teuo o himsell oy his great
work who studics and prepores merely for immedinte rosulte, The
routs through which our sermons denw their substunee must lie far
bnek of innnedinge prepueation, and gabher aip the sap and sub-
stance of all previous study and experience.  Like the hee the
minister must colleet his stores during the summer of his energy
and through the golden hours of every day, from the fuee of nnbure,
ngpeets of society, facts in history, from carrent events, hible in-
stances, ensunl oceurrences, from his own varied experiences, anee-
dotes, &e.  And then ench sermon will be the product, of ten, fifteen
or twenty yenrs of envnest, lnbor, T lny our foundations deep we
must continue to round our knowledge, and work no, for next dey'ys
sermon but for the true ealture and ripeness of our ministerind
charneter.

2. Tnscleeting texts, not only mnke sure $hat, they are Seripture,
and therefore proper themes for the pulpit, but, take the very mean-
ing out of the text that, the Holy Spirit has put into it.  For the
meding of Seviptare is Seripture. When selecting ask : “Ts this
Seripture 7 Is it diveet, revelation?  Who is spenking, Col or
man 7" And if the latter, is he spenking officially ns w prophet or
an apostle of the Lovd 2 Arve they man'’s sentiments o Gol's ? And
if the former, ave they endorsed as true in the context or anywhere
else. The utberances of Job's Friends and the snyings of our Lord
are not on the same level.  Take not only the lemling menning of
the text but take it in the sense it hears in the prssage. As an
expounder of the word of God all necommodations to your discourse
are inndmissable.  Thevofore the preacher must select texts that
are full of gospel truth, and complete within themselves ; texts rich
with the marrow of grace, the spreading out of which will be a rich
feast to his hearers.  The sermon will then come around the hearts

* Continued from March No. of this Magazine, 1888,
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of the audience as the sunshine avound the roots of spring buds,
And never seleet odd texts, for our andience sees the tadicrons side
at onee, and all devotion is destroyed. It is nearly as bad o selects
dark, mysterion s, unusnal toxts, as is often done by shallow, pedan-
tic, ignorant men, '

3. Having seleeted your text, be sure your sermon springs diveetly
out. of it by natural consequence. Some men show waondertul
dexterity in getting away from their toxts.  Dre Ldger onee said
to o student: 18 your text had the iteh, your sermon would he in
no danger from the infeetion.”  There are two grent vequisites (1)
Atext full of meaning, and (2) The power of lnying hold on the
great central trath ;s and this requives tenining to discover veadily
the skeleton often hidden in the text.  In dividing hewnre of toe
many heads.  Thirteen heads and no lening in any of them 1 “All
heads and no heart £« Hends like Kzokiel's vision—very many and
very dey.” Unless eare b taken in your divisions the sermon gty
broken up into parts that have no velation to ench other, and - the
preacher takes along with him two or more tenins of indepoendent
thought.  He vivtually preaches two or three sermons st one dicl.
He carries on one for a time and then goes back to bring up another
like 2 mnn wheeling alonge two or three larrows Ly letting one go
and turning back for another, The preacher’s power is thus sent-
tered and bioken. Bven in exposition all trilutary thoughts must,
e turned into one channel, and pains mast e taken to provent the
discourse from hrenking loose, and overflowing in all diveetions,

4. Every sermon should explain at, lenst, one doctrine, enforee one
duty, illustrate one theme, and concentrate on one point.  Even our
teatual seemons shonld he made ns fopical as possible.  For many
sermons are defective in wn ity of stractre sl progress aof thought.
To preserve the unity and progress of the discourse, all wust,
made subordinate and subservient to the leading theme which ns
the main carrent must reecive everything, clse as tributmry to in-
crease its volume and foree.  As ariver confined within its banks
the leading theme must inerense its momentum as it rushes onward
with an ever increasing power and cnding with an overmnstering
influence on the mind and heart of the hearer. And even the
divisions must have an organic connection and he logically arcanged
s0 as to preserve the unity of the suiject. The hends must not
overlap or clse the preacher will sny over agnin what has been dis-
cussed under a former division. The heads must all be contained
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i the toxt, thoy st speingg diveetly ot of i, il ns fare e ot -
Bl cover the whole grownd, 1, o, they st exhnnst the tost, 4 1.
ke dobi i, 162 1 Gad's Tore 1o the avarld ; 9 Phe Wi fonte
Lion op proof of it: 8 Phe olyject o degign of it "Phese fundy g
stted i theie Togieal velntionse nnd Follow eneli obher o ki)
dependence. Thoy are o distinet il independent ind don's
overlap. They nee all contnined in phe best il apring diveetly
ot of it They oxhaust e text. Al what s most. dogivnils
in the ense o howds thoy aee fow in ambior, ik oo bty el
clenrly stated,

B Al pudpit e gt b worthy of e blsed work i
which the ministey is ergngod. Weomast give the subibnnen sl
merow of the Gospel, nnd ol e epe henpry e ineidentanda
however inferosting,  Phe minister must sl o Ll centans g
ol o the civenmforenee of his work, md proint ont thee Alpes i
Andes of thie hible popapd redempion Geongh thie Blood of o
with nll the gront corvelnded  docbaines springgiogg oule of  that,
covennnt of his peaee, the gifls o genees that, apring From anion
to Hin, Above nll phe ministey st nob allow e palpit o wink
into dreivel or sunetificd tavaddle b, sty ibs sleongtl onl, on
the grrent. fuets of sin nal frter,

G Dedinibeness is needed. P hesitate ns b Lhe nbare off oy
tesinge mind bo D in doulib ns b whin, nee fie voribion of pevely-
Lo indienten n state of mind whiel anfits My one e deeliee s
whole comnsel of Gl Suel mental agpense does nob imply Gt
bhe prencher isoan oviging! op powerful thinker - ont of 1t
bt sivnply that, sinee s does nol, know whal bo sy Lo his praples
liee ennnot, possilidy benefit thean,  Aw nn minbngendor he st know
what he huns beenw sent, for, and undestaned the tertas of his com-
mission,  Ho st spenk s n mnn whe has convietiong, n formn.
Indend holief, n setbled ereod  Aned gl minister soush nob forged, thad,
hes i the appointed and offieinl axponnder of w Divinee revelpbion
thad, hins given ubbernes 4o the w0l al prvpone of ol Pl
hible is God's articalates voies 40 1w on the maost imomentous of wlf
subijects, and when preaching the doctrines just, ng they wre found
there, no dvenmy indecision enn e tolsrated, B specific and never
convey the impression thad, our doetrines wys in o stote of Hlux, or
that the chureh i hewself riftingg deswn thee tide of populne apinion,
B as definite ns Paul—* We haye redemption through his bloml,”
An wpecific ns Peter— There is no other tinme given wherchy we
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wmust be saved”  Or Jesus himself who declared that no one could
come to the Father but by Him.  While unbelief dislikes dogmatic
statement of duoctrineand finds a more congenial home amid the
hazy mists of uncertainty, faith hangs on a definite creed and is
fed by it—* O God th-u art my God, my soul thirsteth for Thee.
He only is my rock, my salvation, my defence, my glory, my ex-
pectation is from Him” It is strengthening to get out of the
quicksand of mere opinion and on the solid rock of eternal truth,
and we must lift our people out of this lower stratum of mist into
the higher region where the sky is always clear. and make them
feel that all the parts and provisions of God’s redecining grace are
as strong and sure as the pillars of heaven. In short go with a
plain message to men and meet the fact "of sin with the fact of
. grace, and direct poor, weary, sinstricken pilgrims on the road that
leads through the gate into the Eternal City.  Hold up the cross
clear and full that perishing men may see Him, and in that grand
theme lies the chureh’s work, and all the weapons of her future
conquests.

7. Preach law .md Gospel.  Your message to imen  embraces two
grand truths. (1) Man a sinner and (2) Christ a great and pre-
cious Savieur.  These constitute the faithful saying. No man can
ever put its true value on the Gospel till he knows it to be deliver-
ance to the captive, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound.  Seriptural views of man's guilt and depravity arve the
neeessary conditions of estimating the rich promises of the Gospel
or the awful solemnity and sanctions of the Divine law. Every
true preacher must speak of the fearful pit and miry elay in which
the sinner is sunk, and of that sovercign hand of merey reached
down to lay hold of him and lift hiv out.  He must eall his people
to look to Mount Sinai all sheeted in fire and smoke: as well as to
Mount, Olivet hathed in the beauty and sweetness of Divine grace.
Proclaim a broken law with the solomn judgments of an offended
God above it as the black background of condemmnation in front of
which the calin light of the Gospel shines, and its exceeding great
and precious promises burst forth as the morning radiance to woo
and win us to the side of Jesus.  Never hesitate to tell of a wrath
to come, and all the more terrible that it is winth in the face of the
merciful tender, loving face of the Lamb of God. It is when
ninisters themscelves know the terrors of the Lord that they be-
come morc urgent in persuading men. It is when convinced of the
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nature and terribleness of that sentence of expulsion, and the end-
less misery of the finally apostate that makes the heart of the
preacher brood and yearn over men urging them to flee from the
wrath to come and lay hold on cternal life. But dwell on these
themes with great tenderncess and pity as Jesus did when He shed
tears of regret over doomed Jerusalem.  In all true preaching the
wound and the balm, the disease and the physician, the ruin and
the restoration, the sinner and the Saviour are placed side by side.
But Suiroi is the great atiraction.  Unto Himn shall the gathering
of the people be. Hold up the cross: there we see love and
righteousness blended ; mercy and truth Kissing each other; the
rainbow glories of the Divine attributes encireled in glorious
harmony.

JouN Tuovrsox.
Sarnia.



‘The Misston Erisis.

HHOME MISSIONS IN TIIE NORTIH-WEST.

V.‘\RI‘)FS causes urge the Presbyterian Church to take an

active part in establishing Christian and cdueational institu-
tions in the North-West.  Many of the most intrepid explorers of
carly times were her sons and the Mackenzie, the Thompson, the
Finlay and the Fraser are ealled after members of the Chureh : and
but for the modesty of the discoverer the Yukon would have been
called the Campliell : and Simpson, Rae, Kennedy and the vest are
seions from the same stock. The fist attempts to settle the
country were made by Presbhyterians, and the Presbytevian Chureh
sent the fist missionary to the “ Lone Land”  They were Preshy-
terians whose political sagacity largely secured the annexation of
the North-West to Canada, and whose courgre and  perseveranee
connected by o line of steel the waters of the Pacifie with those of
the Atlantic.  Macdonald, Brown, Stephen, Smith and Angus arve
Preshytevian uames, and they took no mean part in opening up the
country for settlement.  Into this land, no longer lone, are coming
men into whose blood Calvinisin has entered like drops of steel—.
men who love the Preshyterian Church as their mother and teacher,
The Preshyterian Chureh is now the leading religions bady in the
country, and if ordinary wislom shapes the policy of the Chuich
for the future, and the spirit of Christian chivalr: is not dead in
her sons, there is no reason why she should not ander God retain
her lead and use her position for the advancenient of weligion and
mozlity in this land of promise,

HISTORICAL SKETCH,

The first immigrnts to the North-West were from Sutherland-
shire, Seotland, and cawme to the country under the auspices of Lond
Sclkirk.  They landed on the shores of Hudson's Bay in 1811, and
established themselves on the Red River in 1512, Before leaving
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their native land they stipulated (1) that they should have the ser-
vice of a minister of their own church, (2) enjoy all the rights of
British subjects, (3) receive a grant of 100 acres of land on specificd
conditions, and (4) have a market in the colony for their produce.
In 1815 the Church of Scotland sent out a godly clder, Mr. Jumes
Sutherland, and empowered him to baptize and marry. In the con-
flict hetween the rival fur companies Mr. Sutherland was forcibly
removed from the scttlement in 18518 and never returned.  Lord
Selkirk visited the settlement in 1817 and promised to send a min-
ister of their own church. Failing health compelled him on his
return to Scotland to seck the south of France, and the duty of
selecting and sending a minister was entrusted to an cmployé.  On
his advice a clergyman of the Church of England was selected by
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and an annual grant of £100 made for
his maintenanee. The colonists w ere dissatisfied, and although they
attended the ministry of the Angliean Church they remained
staunch Presbyterians. By cottage praycr-mectings and family
instruction the traditions of the Church were kept fresh in the
memory 5 and when the Bishap of Montreal visited the colony in
1344 none of the colonists would recuive confirmation at his hands.
Nor did the people cease to petition the parent church for a winis-
ter. A copy of a petition forwarded in 1844 was sent to the Free
Church. This was remitted by the Colonial Committee to the Froe
Church in Canada and that Church sclected and sent the Rev. John
Black (afterwards Rev. Dr. Black) in 1551 as missionary to the Red
River of the North., In 1562, he was joined by the Rev. James
Nesbit, who after spending four years ministering to congregations
at Little Britain and Headingly, went to the Saskatchewan country
and established at Prince Albert the first Preshyterian mission
among the Indians.  This was in 1866. In 1870, the Preshytery of
Manitoba was organized with four ministers, seven stations and
congregations, four church edifices and one manse. In that year
the North-West was annexed to Canada and settlers began to cone
in in larger numbers than before. Manitoba College was established
in Kildonan in 1871, and subsequently removed to Winnipeg where
substantial and commodious buildings were crected in 1851, In the
latter year the General Assembly appointed a Superintendent of
Howe Missions.  In 1883, Manitoba College was made a theological
college and the Rev. John M. King, M.A.,, D.D,, appointed Principal
and Professor of Theology.  In 1854, the Synod of Manitoba and
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the North-Woest Torritories was organized with theee Prosbiyterios
and fiftyfour ministors,  Furthor subdivision hns sinee inerensed
the Preshyteries to tive and these, with the Preshiytory of Columbia
vecently erected. now form the Synend,

GHEOGRAPUICAL DESCRI PTION.

Since this is the most, extensive ad important. Home Mission
Tertitory the Chareh is eallod on to cceupy. s brief doservipiion of
the countey may o of interest. Following the Tine of the Canadinng
Pacific Railway, which erosses the country from enst fo west, the
length of the Synod is alout, 2000 and the width of countey oeen-
picd about 350 miles.  From White River, the eastern limit of the
Synod. to the praivie bolt, the tilway passes throngh avough, rock ¥
region full of lakes and muskegs,  Away from the line, however,
are extensive arens of good agrienttaeal Tond which milways will
soon render aceessible, The timber is of grend value and layyge
quantitics ave cut every yenr for himber and fuel. "The winernl
wenlth is important— the deposits of dvon and copper lwing exten-
sive and the veins of gold and silver viel and widely disteilwted,
The water power at. Rat, Portage and Keowntin is one of the finest,
on the continent, Ininge cqual ab least, fo 35000 horse or suflicient, 4o
grind 100000000 Lhushels of wheat, amnundly.  Port, Avthae, Fort
William and Rat, Portagee, situnted in this distriet, have visen fo b
considerable towns in n fow yemrs. Three comgregntions and seven
wission fields ave organized in these wilds,

Pranae Berr.—After lenvinge the forests of the Lake of the
Woods regcion the prairie is entered uear the eastern edge of which
stands, ab. the confluence of the Red River and Assinilwine River,
the City of Winnipegr.  OF this praivie a bell, ab loast 450 miles
wide is well adapted for furming.  Here the mmigrants for the
wmost part have setthed and are emggzed in making for themselves
ahome. The fertility of the soil way be learned from the faet that,
from 700,000 acres, afier keeping fod and seed, the propls wepe
abile to export. of the urvest of 1887 af, lenst, 11000000 bushels
of wheate  Fifty times as much land lies untilleal in the vicinity
of where this wheat was raised and along the North Saskatche-
wan, Peace and Mackenzie Rivers wre wide arcax of whent-raising
Jand waiting the advent of settlers.

RaNcuinG Bert.—Between Moose Jaw and the Rocky Mountains
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lies the tanching bolt whivh i nlamt 450 mites wide,  Maggive
hevda ave fod on the nbritions grasees none the Rockies sl theie
mbers e yomdy inerensing. Undedlving e whaole of Urie
riteling distriot is an inmense conl i, sityrle sytiness aniles of
which are ostitinted Lo yiold 12500000 tins of ool Mitiityys ia
threndy enrviod on ab soverl poinds aid the eonl is woll nilajoleal
for stesmn il dotnestie Prrpses,

Ry Mounrean Beir, - Fhis Lolt, lics mosbly within the bongel-
nviea of British Columbin aid s roeky. The vallugs in tie motin-
bning are mevow for (e tnost port sl oo bavge oxloil s suitnldo
for ngrientare  On the wosh eoned., vspotinly alonge the Fenser,
there v considernble nvens of farming Tand il the soil je forile
Finnber ehiefly codnr and fir, Toth of wmscice proportione. fich,
conl, ivon, silver and goll nre the priveipml restmreos Fhe wonlth
of this vogion, however, i= only beginning o e developed,  Biter-
prreise anl enpital hve s gonnd ol ned e donlid, 0 fow yoenrs will
wilneaa gk decided subvigen,

Such is the vegion openid upin Nivth- Western Chrandn for ant-
tloment  vost in oxtont. _pieh and variod in vesttipeos atel enplide
of suppuarting n large population.  Bub will it be settlod 7 fs o
climnbe ekt sovere £ Will s Frosts ot interfere withy
fiwming opuerntions 7 Suele questions demsaed an answer and i
is furnishing it The elimate ic rigorns bt vigorous sl enl-
tivadion sl bree planting will modernge the severity of the win-
ter Alvendy 150000 geaple have settled iy the Woet, they hnve
tosted s elimnts and resorens aned they nre dotepinined to pnke
the conntey theie home. Daivying and entblnraizing wher fully
estallished will diwinish the ovils of summer Frocts by grivimg the
preple varvied courees of rovenne Fhe rhangn offeetod within the
bash three yerirs is the best evidenge oF premise for thie Futare,

DANGER OF NEGLECT.

Sedtlers e pouring into the conntry cvery venr in inereasing
nmbors. They are From the Enstern Provinees of the Draninion.
Frenn Grent Britain and Treland and from the Continent. of Frespe
B is important that from the anteet, they shomlbd b gnided by the
truths of veligion.  They are plastic now and ean bee mpeuidod by
the Gnspeel 3 n Few yenrs of negleet will harden themn agninsh its in-
Menre. The religious welfare of British Colnmbin, was nrglectod,
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comparatively, for a long time, while the wants of Manitoba and
the North-West were caved for. ~The most carcless observer cannot
fail to notice the difference between the people west and east of the
Rocky Mountains, The American Chureh neglected to provide for
the moral and veligious welfare of the Western states and torrito-
ries and to-day, west of the Mississippi, there is practieally no Sab-
bath and but a small pereentage of the population have any connec-
tion with the Christian Church.  That is the home of agnosticism
and anarchisiy, and there the false and the foul, the vile and the
violent have taken deep root.

The duty of the Church to provide her people with Gospel ordi-
nanees, the prospective importance of the country in political power
in social influence are potent reasons for early action.

POPULATION LARGELY PRESBYTERIAN.

The Dominion Government took the census of Manitoba in 1886,
and the subjoined table shows the strength of the denominations
mentioned :—

Population of Manitoba in 1886..108,648 incr. p.c. in 5 yrs.. 745

Presbyterians. ........... .. ... 28406 ¢« ¢ “ .. 1044
Anglicans................. ..., 23,206 ¢ “ L. 692
Methodists ...t 18,648 « ¢ “ ..o 987
Roman Catholies............... 14651 « ¢ “ .. 254
Baptists. ............. oLl 3,206 2« o« u ..1023

In the North-West Territories 32 per cert. of the white popula-
tion is Presbyterian.

The growth of the work of the Preshyterian Church will appear
frawm the figures that follow :—

1871. 1882. 1887. 1888.
Congregations and Mission

Stations . ............. 9 229 389 433
Families.. ...... ..., 189 2,027 4,986 5,839
Communicants........... 199 1,355 5,623 7,906
Churches. ....o..o. .. ... 6 18 98 109
Manses..........oee. 2 3 22 26

Contributious for all purposes in 1871, 82,027 ; in 1848, $106,000.
During these seventeen years the families increased thirty-one

fold, the communicants forty, and the contributions fifty-two fold.

The Sabbath School attendance is now more than 7,000, in 1881 it
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was only 619, These figures need no accentuation.  They show the
presence and power of the Spirit in a marked degree.  Shall we
follow up work so well begun ¢ Does not God beckon us forward ¢
Shall we stand still 7 Hitherto no echurch has done so much for the
West.  Shall she vetain her present advanced position 2 She may
and should. Her children in the praivies arve loyal to her and proud
of her past record.  Nothing but neglect or supply by inferior suen
can alienate them.  Men and means are henee humanly speaking
the conditions of suceess.  ‘That the trend in the Church at present
is towards foreign wissions is evident. The graduates of our colleges
in increasing numbers ave offering themselves for that work, and
when the Canndian Church is unable to send them abroad they
apply to American or British Churches.  But an insignificant num-
ber of our graduates offered themselves for home mission work Inst
spring.  The rising revenue of the Forcign Missionary Connuitter,
the action of the alummi of colleges in appointing, and the ofters of
congregations and individuals to support foreign wissionaries per-
manently for a term of years, all shew that the tide has set strongly
in the divection of the foreign field.

It is gratifying to find that the missionary spivit is rising but
there is some danger that this zeal in forcign missions may divert
attention from the lage home work of the Preshyterian Chureh
and so in the end leave us with a forcign work without adequate
territory from which to draw a revenue for its maintenance.  But
pradential reasons apart, undue attention to forcign work will pre-
vent expausion in Home Mission revenue, prevent young men from
considering the claims of the work and so inflict serious injury.
It does seem as if at present the work of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada is preéminently that of Home Missions and that any
neglect now must work disaster in the future.  The past has for us
its lessons.  Neglect lost the Preshyterian Church in the Maritime
Provinees numbers, and wealth, prestige and power.  Preshrterian
soldiers helped to wrest Canada from the hands of the French, but
the conquerors and their descendants were neglected by the Preshy-
terian Church and to-day they swell the numbers and enrich the
blood of the Roman Catholic Church  In Central Canada and along
Lake Erie the lack of a home mission spirit thinned the ranks of the
Presbyterian Church and left her weak and struggling when she
should be strong and aggressive.  Will these lessons he heeded ?
The revenue required for this work is not large. Were every com-
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municant in the western section of the Church to give one cent per
week provision would be made to maintain ordinances in all dis-
tricts now occupicd and extend the work to scttlements that mny
Le formed. -

But the need of suitable missionaries can not be oo much empha-
sized. 'To plant Presbyterianism on the frontier no man scems so
well adapted as one born and bred a Preshyteviar,  But with con-
vietion there must be Catholicity.  The population of the west is
largely Presbyterian but also mixed.  The peopie are intelligent,
well edueated and widely read.  They are young, enterprising and
cnergetie, aud the man to command their attention must have
preaching power and adaptability. The work is diflicult in the
majority of new fields, but youth and strength are bestowed to
overcome ditliculties.  Govermments, railway companies, &e., use
their young men in arduous and frontier work and promotion fol-
lows proved eapacity.  Long tramps, hard beds and havd fare are
for men of youth and vigor, and the arm-chair and lounge are
reserved for the veterans and the feeble.  Will the young men of
the Church volunteer in suflicient numbers for home mission work
or will they rather wait for the places that should he filled by older
men 2 Have we courage, faith, self-denial enough among our gra-
duates to impel them to follow the people who are pioneers in
developing the resources of the country 2 More than twenty mis-
sion fields and angmented congregations in the West are just now
appealing in vain for ordained missionaries. From 1,500 to 1,700
Preshytevian families are this winter without pastors, and several
new scttlements are forming for which no provision is made.  From
Manitoln College only two graduates go out this spring.  Shaldl the
Woest be cheered by a strong foree of volunteers to man her vaeant
mission ficlds, or will the smaller ficlds and greener pastines of
Ontauio prove more attractive 2 The good name of the Chureh,
love of country, love for men and the love of Christ should con-
strnin those enterving the ministry to give due thought to the claims
of omr Home Mission field.  Britain, Germany, Scandinavia, the
United States have their sympathies drawn out towards India,
China and Japan, but if we forget North-Western Cannda no other
Church will provide for its wants.  This is our work, now is our
opportunity, shall we prove cqual to the demand wude on our
patriotism and self-sacrifice ?

Winnipeg. JAMES ROBERTSON.



ECONOMY IN MISSIONS.

] O the results of past missionary effort justify the expenditure
) of such a large amount of the chureh’s funds 2 Let ench
and every contrilmtor to foreign missions peer through the mists
that roll between us and the general assembly of the saints made
perfeet, and try to realize the hlessedness of one yansomed pagman,
Would he in return for the sum total of his past contributions reeadl
this single result and allow the soul to return to © the hlnckness of
diwrkness forever * The very sugeestion woubil b greeted with
horror by any true Christinn. Then when we think of the rich
harvest of souls beng garnered by the Master’s hushandmen in
distant Iands, we find no room for compluint that the churel has
paid too dearly for her converts.  One authority makes out that
these often cost as much as L300 cach, When it comes to a matter
of dollars and cents it should be rememberad that in the old slwe
days a trader could afford to pay thrice that amount for a good
slave when his physical eapabilities alone were taken into considera-
tion.  One gem in the crown of an earthly potentate has frequently
cost hundreds of thousands of dollas, and of these ransomed ones
it is written " They shall be wive, saith the Lord of Haosls, in
that day when I e wp y jewels”  (Mal. iii: 17) Lot us not
fall into the error of Simon the sorcerer hy imagining that the gift
of God may be purchased for money.  If this money were not spent
in foreign missions, it would not he spent in mission work any
where, but would in all probability find its way into the pocket of
some spendthrift heir, leaving the original possessor none the hotter
for its having passed through his hands. A question that presents
itself with some propriety just here is this: Might not the sume
tesults be attained at a smaller outlay, and, consequently wmuch
greater results with the same outlay ?

That missions are not managed on principles of true cconomy as
regards either nen or money, I propose to prove from the follow-
ing considerations :—

1. The home awission. forceis wof so placed ax to cover the greatest
amouwnt of territmy~1 here include those denominations which
are open to friendly arbitration, by which such a matter could be
very easily remedied. T shall take as an instance the field in which
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I have been laboring during the past two years.  After leaving the
town of Lachute and travelling north-east a drive of cleven miles
hrings us to Lakefild.  From Lakefield to Shawbridge on the
North River, a drive of twenty-five miles takes one through a belt of
Protestant tervitory, of which these two places form the extremi-
ties.  In this district there ave five distinet charges, four of which,
at least, can bavely maintain an existence with the help of supple-
mentary aid, and which might easily be resolved into two charges
capable of maintaining their own ministers.  There would not be
more than one hundred familes in cach charge.  These might he
visited at sufficiently frequent intervals without too severely taxing
the energies of the men settled over them.  The points where ser-
viees are held are Lakefield, Mille Isles, Cote St. Galiiel, Morin and
Shawbridge. A Mcthodist missionary preaches-at the first and
second of these places: o Presbyterian at Nos, 2 and 35 an Episeo-
palian at Nos. 2 and 4: and a Mcthodist at 4 and 5. <Every sceond
Sabbath the Presbyterian must preach at 2. 3 and 5, necessitating a
drive of sixteen miles over many rocky hills.  The Episcopalian
minister in driving from 2 to 4 must pass through No. 3. A eave-
ful examination of these facts will show that, in one field, no less
than three services are held; and it very often happens that two
services are in progress ag the same hour.  Incease of a redistribu-
tion of workers by the churches concerned, the first two points
wounld form an excellent ficld of labor for one mwan, while the
remaining three could he worked by another man.

2. Negleet to ordein as missionaries, men who have not {aden.
the prescribed cowrse of stwdy in « Lheological College, excludes
many from the foreiga field, who would otherwise offer thewselves
and their means for this work. I have reason to helieve that there
arc men of ability and means who would consecrate both to the
work of Foreign Missions if they could be ordained without first
spending a long period in college.  Take the members of the Lon-
don Mission Band, now laboring under the auspices of the China
Inland Mission, as & noteworthy example. If men like these have
accwrate views of the system of divine truth and a desire to preach
the Gospel amongst the heathen, why should they not be ordained
to this special work 2 They could be fitted for work, on arrival at
their desti-ation, in training institutes similar to those under the
China Inland Mission. Let us suppose that & young man, with fair
education and considerable means, has reached the age of twenty-
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five years before he experiences any desire to go and preach the
Gospel to the heathen.  He is brought face to face with the fact
that a cowmse of training, extending over five of the best years of
his life, is necessary before he can he an ordained missionary to the
heathen,  After arriving at his destination a still further period of
two years of hard study is necessary to gain a suflicient knowledge
f the language to cnable him to preach intelligently.  He naturally
recoils from such a eirvcuitous and laborious route to ordination, and
one which would deprive him of a great amount of the money so
much needed in the work in which he desires to engage. If he were
sent off' at onece, the Foreign field would derive the immediate bene-
fit of all those years of hard work, and of the moncey at his disposal.
Such ordinations couid be eonfined to the foreign ficld alone, and
within certain fixed limits.  Then college bred young men settling
in the sume Jand would serve to supply the needs of a growing
chureh, as educators of its native ministry, or pastors of its more
important charges.  The veteran missionaries, who have taken the
initintive in this great missionary movement,—the Pauls and the
Barnabases of Formosa, India and the South Seas,—might make a
periodie tour amongst their younger brethren, setting in order the
churches, and strengthening the hands of the missionarvies by timely
counsel and an inspiring example of courage and zeal.  In the very
face of the fact that untrained wmen are not ordained to this work,
the January number of the Record, in making an appeal for a man
for Trinidad, asks, “ Where are the scores of Canadians who, not
long sinee, declared their readiness to go to the ends of the carth at
the Master’s bidding 27

Some 1. onths ago the Toronto Preshytericn Review gquoted an
extract from the Michigan (hristicen Advscale which ridicules the
report that “ More than 2,200 students in the colleges and theologi-
cal seminaries of our land have promised their lives to foreign
missionary service.”  The ddrocate says, the fact which that para-
graph is supposed to state is not a fact at all.  If any one can make
that paragraph say that more than 2,200 “ third year theologues™ had
offered themselves for the work they will do a great deal to estab-
lish the veracity of the Advocade in assexting that “the fact which
it is supposed to state is not a fact at all.” It is doulitful whether
in Canada thosce graduates who have thus offered themselves can be
counted even in srores. It must be remembered that many of those
volunteers were probably in their first year in Arts, which means
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that they then had a seven years course ahead of them. Will our
missionary advocates still insist upon the necessity of this full
course, and then lay the blame on those who are obliged to submit
to it because they are not ready all at once ?  Last year two of our
graduates offered themselves for the foreign ficld.  One was sent
and the other remains at home.  Why were not both sent 2 A lack
of proper qualification cannot be pleaded in this case, or if so, many
of us may well turn pale. There ave four volunteers amongst our
graduates this year all of whom should be able to stand a thorough
test.  Speaking for our own University, I ean say that the volun-
teers in connection with that institution meet regularly for special
prayer, and the discussion of such subjects as may prove valuable
to them when brought face to face with Oriental systems of moral-
ity. This appears to indicate that they are really in earnest. When
we consider the extravagant arrangement of men in the Home field,
aad the rigid diserimination exercised in the choice of men for
foreign work, while an important charge in Trinidad has been
vacant for more than two years, we may say as Eschines said of the
Athenians, “ We were born to be subjects of the wonderful for those
that shall come after.”

3. The present method of choosing men for missions involves too
great an outlay fonr sularies. The opinions of those alveady in foreign
lands as to what is expected of one when there, are as various as the
opinions of those at home as to who should be sent. Some tell us that
more depends upon one’s manner of life 2mong the heathen than upon
his powers of reasoning with the people.  Others again tell us that
never men spakelike Moslem or Confucian sages,andthat sending men
unable to cope with these is worse than useless. It seems to me that
the general tendency is to aim at the higher classes, and the nobility,
in the hope of converting the nation. A wiser plan and a more
effective one would be to leave the nobility and the sages alone, and
concentrate all efforts upon the masses. A power which will trans-
form the lower classes into peaceable, industrious and virtuous
citizens, will readily commend itself to those in authority. Those
who desire to reach the hearts of the people must conform to their
style of living as far as this can be done without violating the
principles of Christianity. In the language of the Apostle we must
be ready to be made “all things to all men, that we may by all
means save some.” (I Cor, ix: 22.) The history of the China In-
land Mission should be abundant testimony to the value of such a
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course. The illustrious leader in that missionmry movement can
get all the missionaries he wants, and he ean get them without
salavies,  The amount of money given to one of our missionaries as
salary alone, would puy for the support of four such men as J.
Hudson Taylor employs. It is not the amount of learning a man
has in his head, or the amount of money he has in his pocket, that
is woing to convert the heathen, but the amount of tongue power
that can be concentrated on the masses, when the tivst preachers of
the word were waiting tor this power “ there appedred wato then
cloven tompes Lilee ax of fire and it sat wpon cach of thewm”  And
how marvellous the vesult!  Tongues of fire, guided by the Holy
Spirit, is what is requived among all classes of sinners. The surest
way of getting the wrong man is to offer a good round salary and
expenses to the man who will go. Many a man would be glad of
the chance to see a bit of the world,  He ey be the right man,
but then again he wmay not. Men have gone on other missions;
why not go as a prencher?  In order to find the true missionary
we should adopt the Apostle’s plan of finding the true Christian.
He begins by enumerating all the valuable qualities & man 1y
have and yet not be a Christian.  He may speak with tongues of
men and of angels, and have power to interpret mysteries and do
many fine things, and yet it he have not charity he is wothing.
S0 might we deal with our candidates for the foreigh ficld.  They
may be men of genius—anen eapalile of representing their mother
comntry in a foreign state.  Their fathers and grandfathers before
them may have heen suceesstul expounders of the word.  Yet the
apostle says they may have all these fine abilities and yet be worth
NOTHING, if they lack that one thing which would constrain them
to forsake all for the privilege of testitying of Jesus amongst those
who never heard His name. The same inspived authorvity says that
not nuiny wise men dfler the fesh, not amany aghty, not wany
woble ave called, (1. Cor.i: 26.))  When people speak of consc-
crated talent, it scems to me they put all the emphasis on telent
rather than on consceration. Many will no doubt exclaim that
past expericence proves the necessity of employing men of superior
cducation. So King Saul the experienced warrior endeavored to
impress upon the shepherd lad the neeessity of having strong
armor to encounter Goliath, But David evidently attached no im-
portance to that experience which caused its possessor to sit gazing
dejectedly at the scornful enemy. He speedily proved that faith
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could accomplish what experience never even dreamed of doing.
Let the church send out her most c¢minent men if she will to
organize and control. But surcly a way should be opened up for
Christian teachers to enter in native dress and to make the land of
the heathen the land of their adoption.  Nothing short of personal
vanity could lead any one to see anything humiliating in a change
of costume in » land like China.  In other lands where little or no
clothing is worn, that style of dress which it is intended to recom-
mend converted natives to wear should be worn by missionaries.
The plan of maintenance recommended in this paper does not leave
room for mendicancy. Christian teachers with an allowance of
500 per anmam should be able to live comfortably, as far as com-
fort is possible, in a strange land.  In rural districts in the Provinee
of Quebee a common school teacher is expected to live on one hun-
dred and twenty dollars a year, dress as avell as the best in the commu-
nity, and keep herself posted in- matters pertaining to her profes-
sion.  Even in the Provinee of Ontario a man with a second class
provincial certificate seldom receives more than five hundred dollars
per annn in rural distriets. We are frequently veminded that weare
moving steadily if slowly. It would e poor consolation to a man
who is execedingly anxious to reach 2 certain city by the first train,
to be assured that he is moving steadily in the diveetion of the right
train if he knows that that train is moving away from him at the
rate of forty miles per hour. We are moving steadily towards the
evangcelization of the world, but that mark is moving from us with
terrific speed.  As the Ismaclites deseribed in the Book of Malachi
offered the maimed and sickly members of their flocks in sacrifice
to the Lord justead of the fisstlings as provided in the law, so
Christians to-day are giving what they can very well atiind to do
without. They do not deserve to witness more glorious results.
But we look for the dawn of a brighter day when Christians shall
realize the true blessedness of Christian liberality.  We ook fora
day when missionary effort will no longer be confined to one man

to ten millions ; but the seething millions of heathenisin will shave
to a certain extent the abundance with which our land is hlessed.
Then will the promise be fultilled which was spoken by the prophet
Isaiah, saying :— 1 will say to the Novth, give up; mu, to the
SNouth, keep not bk ; bring my sons from faz, qud any davwghters
Jrom the ends of the earth ; even every one that is ealled by name ;
Jor I have crecded lim for my glory.”  (Isa. xhii: 6, 7.)

Presbyterian Colleg-. 8 F McCosKER,



LETTER FROM REV. J. W. MACKENZIE TO THE
STUDENTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

I WISH to thank you wmost sincerely for your kind letter, for
your continued interest in our work here, and for the assist-
ance again rendered in carrying it on. A letter just received from
Dr. Steel by the Dayspring, inforins me that he duly reccived your
contribution. How very gratifying it is to hear of the deep in-
terest which is now taken in Missions by ministers and students,
and it is especially cheering to hear that so many of the latter arve
giving themselves to the service of Christ amongst the heathen.
And is not this just as it should be when we think of what we owe
Him who has redeemed us?  Can we ever do enough for such a
Master as we serve?  How can we be at ease when so many whom
He died to deliver, are still held in bondage by the Prinee of Dark-
ness? Oh for more entire hemrt consceration to His serviee! I
have never for a single moment regretted having entered the
Forcigm ficld.  And to any young man who feels in his own breast
that he has a call to this work I would say, “ Go forward, God
will open up your way.”

Our Mission I am thankful to say is prospering.  Another
Inbourer has just arrived—a young man from Vietoria, Australin.
It is probable that he will he settled on Malckula, one of our
Jargest islands. It is veported that one or two more young men in
Victorin are studying with a view to coming here, and we expect
two new missionaries next year, one from New Zealand, and the
other from Scotland, the latter to be supported by the Presbyterian
Church of Tasmania.  In view of this, and remembering that the
population of this group is so small in comparison with that of
many other ficlds, I cannot ask our church to send any additional
lahourers.

My brother missionary on this island—Mr. MacDonald—is at
present in Melbourne, carrying through the press our joint teansla~
tion of the New Testament. This will be a great boon to our
natives, as hitherto they have only had detached portions of it.

A French priest who settled in a corner of our ficld upwards of
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two years ago, has moved away to another island, not having beene
suceessful in gnining an entrance amongst the natives. T am gladhe
s gone, as had he succeeded in gaining an influence over the
village where he settled he must have proved a hindeance to our
work.

T am thankful to say that the class of young men supported, by
friends of the Mission in Montreal and other places, while heing
trained for teachers, has turned out very satistactovily. I aum sure
could those dear friends realize the assistance they have rendered
in carrying on the work in this group, they would not regret
having sent us their contributions.  Of the five supported Ly
members of Erskine Church, one, Faté, or, as he was haptized and is
generally called, Solomon is my assistant whom you now so kindly
support.  Another, Kaltong, is settled at Fila, our principal out-
station, where he is doing a grand work. It is possible we nay
send him to Aniwa, to take charge of the work there, as an appli-
ation has been made for a teacher to be sent to that island. The
remaining three have gone out with other missionaries to heathen
islads. OF two of them we have had very gratifying accounts
from their missiomavies. The thind has only vecently left us, but
will, T feel assured, do as well as any of the other, for at one of our
outstations he has remdered efficient service for about two years.
But no doubt yeu would like to have particulars of the one you are
supporting.  In our absence he s sole charge of the children'’s
school.  But when we are at home we take charge of the more
advanced scholars.  He has charge of the Sunday school ; has Bible
class on Sabbath afternoon for part of the adults; teaches a class
ab the adults morning school, and takes the candidates” ¢lass when
necessary.  Then he saves me a great deal of manual lnbour, as he
is neat in his work, and can do almost anything required about the
station in the way of repairst  Indeed his serviee is invaluable to
me.  His wife is equally serviceable to Mrs. Mackenzie in her part
of the work. Taken all in all, she is the finest native woman [
have seen here. She lived with us for many years before her mar-
riage, and so she can lend a hand at almost any department of
houschold work. In any goed work going on in the village she
takes the lead, and commands the respeet of the rest of the women.
In Sabbath school she has charge of the infant class.

At present we have seven teachers and their wives Inbouring on
heathen islands under other missionaries, and four teachers and
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their wives at outstations on this island, As the demand for native
teachers is so wegent, I have taken another class of promising boys.
The practical interest manifested in our work by Sabbath schools
which we did not suppose knew anything about us led me to do
this. We have no pledge that these contributions will be continued,
but we believe the means will be provided in some way or other,
for continuing the class,

During the past year, our work at Fila, the outstation above
referred to, has been particulaly encouraging. We had a great deal
of opposition to encounter there for many yeurs. They scemed
determined to have nothing to do with the Gospel. But God's word
has trivmphed, as it is sure to do wherever proclaimed, and now on
the Lord's Day, instead of the heating of drums, and the fiendish
shouts of savages as they danced around them, which you might
have heard less than three years ago, you hear the “ church-going
bell "—another remembrancer of Montreal—calling them together
to praise that Name which is above every name.  They are just
completing a house for us which stands on the site of the old dane-
ing ground in a sacred grove, the fence around which encloses these
sacred draws, and frequently they are beaten to call them together
to work.

J. W. MacCKENZIE.
Lrakor, Efate, New dichrides, Nov. 15, 1558,
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Partie Francaise.

L' ECLECTISME PHILOSOPHIQUE DE VICTOR
COUSIN. .

1L

&I’RRS avoir exposé la théorie, les principes de 'Eclectisme et
l en avoir signalé guelques lacunes, examinons les résultats
de ce systéme tel qu'appliqué & Phistoive de la philosophic par Cou-
sin lui-méme,

Il était tout naturel, avons-nous dit, qu'étant domnée une telle
¢eole de philosophie, son chef se soit surtout livré aux recherches
de Phistoire de la philosophie; mais en le faisant il w’a pu échapper
aux conséquences de son systeme, dont quelques-unes sont de nature
a vicier son auvre.

En efiet, si on doit pareourir les pages de Thistoire & 1a Tumitre
du fambean de IEclectisme il fandra étadier le faux antant que le
vrai, puisque les deux sont toujours wélds ensemble et que nous
navons aucun critere pour les diseerner. Clest aussi néeessaivement
s ce danger que donne Cousin: il sattache 4 exposer ce qu'il
devrait se horner & mentionner: les aberrations.  La philosophie
ftant la seience des prineipes et celle de leur supréme principe,
Ihistoire de la philosophie doit étre celle des idées qui sont Yexpres-
sion fidtle et vinie de ce qui est en sol immuable, éternel—la vérité.
Elle doit Iaisser de eité Je reste.  Lapparition dans le temps de ce
qui cst réellement et vraiment, de ce qui se manifeste sans cesse
sous des formes essenticllement changeantes, tel est Pobjet et telle
doit ¢tre Phistoire de la philosophie.  Celle qui s'attache & tous les
théories vraies ou fausses est sans doute plus compléte que celle qui se
borne au vrai et au pur; mais clle ne donne pas & lintelligence plus
d'idées vraies ot elle ln charge de beaucoup d'idées fausses.  Ainsi ln
bonne histoive de la philosophie reproduit non pas toutes les idées
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«qui se sont fait jour, mris celles qui ont fait le jour, qui ont révélé
le vrai, qui l'ont mis en lumitre. Exposer—tout, méme le faux,
c¢'est pourtant la tiche néceessaive et ln seule tiche de Eclectisme.
N'est-ce pas ressembler au guide insensé qui pour montrer le bon
chemin au voyageur Jui indigquerait toutes les fausses routes qu'il
pourrait prendre s'il voulait se perdre ?

En exposant le vrai, Phistoire de la philosophic est bien uhhﬂ’ec
«de le prendre dans son alliage avee le faux et de signaler ce dcrmu'
pour micux le proserire, nmis jamais clle ne doit se complaire & le
parer, & le présenter sous son jour le plus favorable, ¢t & le déelaver
légitime par cela seul qu'il a été, comme sattache a le faire Cousin:
“ Accoutumez-vous & ce prineipe, dit-il, les différents systémes philo-
sophiques ont été, done ils ont lewr raison d'étre.”

Mais Yesprit de Cousin était plus philosophique que le systéme
quil avait aceepté, ot il o su combler cette Jacune par une étude
approfondie de la psychologie, sur Jaquelle il base tous les sys-
témes,

Liobservation nous montre que les éléments intégrants de In
raison humain sont au nombre de trois: l'infing, le fini, et leur rap-
port.  Ces trois notions, conséquemment, doivent avoir été¢ les fonda-
tions de la philsophic dans tous les dges, ob de quelque maniére
qu'clles se développent dans Vesprit humain tel a di étre Je cowrs
qua suivi la philosophie dans la succession des siteles, depuis les
temps primitifs.

La premicre idée qui oceupe la raison individuelle est celle de
linfinl, Mais cette idée fait bientét place & la connaissance des
abjets; en dernier lien les deux sont jointes dans une dépendance
mutuelle.  Tel a été le développement de la raison humaine.

Lu philosophic orvientale était basée sur 'idée de Pinfini ¢t de la
substance absolue : la philosophic greeque, couronnée par les pro-
ductions' fécondes d’Aristote, était la philosophie du fini; enfin, Ja
philosophie moderne a favorisé le développement du rapport du
fini ¢t de Uinfini, ot est ainsi destinée, selon Cousin, & compléter 1o
cycle philosophique de Ja pensée humaine.

I ne faut pas eroire copendunt que chacune de ces trois époques
fat exclusivement occupée de son point de vue particulier qui la
caractérise. Tous les éléments intégrants de la raison ont dit exis-
ter dans tous les {ges.  Aussi chnquc période donne-t-clle le spec-
tacle de plusxcura swtmnos philosophiques, mais tous plus ou moins
subordonnés & un systéme particulier, selon que 'épogue éclaire un
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des trois grands objets de ln science philosophique: la nature,
Fhomme, Dicu,

Par une analyse judicicuse ot complite de la raison humaine, Cou-
sin y constate quatre tendanees qui, se développant dans Thistoire,
donnent naissanee & quatre systémes philosophiques—le sensual-
sme, Uidéulisme, le scepticisme ot 1o mysticisme.  Ces quatre sys-
times épuisent toutes les énergies de la pensée.  Chacun est basé
sur une idée vraie ot a samission particuliere & rempliv dans le
développement de la raison humaine, mais chacun contient une
erreur i raison du point de vue partial et exclusit anquel il doit son
origine,

Une telle théorie dictait & Cousin lordre chivonologique v suivre
dans I'histoire de la philosophie.  Cest d'nilleurs Pordre naturel de
Phistoive; c¢est ln marche ordinairement suivie dans Uétude des
faits.  Cette méthode consiste & recuciller et & exposer les théories
suivant l'ordre des temps ol elles se sont produites. On parcourt
suceessivement la svite des figes en observant dans leurs rapports
réciproques Jes systémes qui se sont développés simultanément pen-
dant la durée de ehaque péviode philosophique.  Ces systémes ont
entre eux, pour Pordinaire, des rapports d'aflinité ou dantagonisme,
de combinaison ou de dissolution qui ne permettent pas de les con-
sidérer isolément.

Qu'il est grand le speetacle que nous présente Thistoive de la phi-
losophie, qu'a Faide d'une telle méthode Cousin fait dérouler devant
nous & partir des antiques conceptions dont 'Inde  parait avoir été
le bereean, jusquw'y lewr plein épanonissement dans les temps
modernes !

Il Ta divise en cing périodes :—

1°. La période de In philosophie orientale qui comprend ce que
I'on connmait des spéeulations de Tesprit humain dans I'Inde, la
Ching, la Perse, Ja Chaldée, In Phénicie et PEgypte.

2. La période de ln philosophie greeque: elle commence & Thales
ct & Pythagore et se prolonge en conservant son caractére propre
Jusqu's Sextus Empiricus, vers la fin du second siccle de l'ére chré-
ticnne.

3. La période qui embrasse les cing premiers siteles de notre ére,
(Ie mouvement philosophique purement gree qui finissait étant mis
a part): deux faits principaux dominent duns cette période, savoir,
premicrement, le changement qui s'opéra par I propagation de la
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philesophie orientale ¢t sa fusion avee la partie la plus élevée des
théories greeques; secondement, la production et le développement
de la philosophic chréticnne.

4% Le moyen-iige : In philosophie chréticnne de ectte époque se
divise en deux branches, I'une & quelque analogie avee les spéeula-
tions orientales: T'nutre, gui est In plus considérable, et qui est con-
nue sous le nom de scolastique, o ses racines dans I philosophie
grecque. En dehors du christianisme apparait ln philosophie arabe,

5. La période moderne ou le mouvement philosophique qui suce-
code & la seolastique. On le voit commencer des I fin du quin-
zitme sicele, prtienlicrement en Italie, et il s'é¢tend jusqu’n nons,
Ses trois centres princippux ont ét¢ Angleterre, la France et
I"Allemagne.

Tel est le plan, tracé i grands traits, de cette histoive de la philo-
sophie de Cousin. Kt quel style ce maitre avait a son service pour
vemplir ce cadre ! Nes phrases toujours harmonicuses bereent I'at-
tention chmmée du lecteur.  Janais philosophe n'a su mieux dire.
Aussi tant quiil y aurn des hommes qui parleront franeais ot qui
auront I'ime ouverte aux grandes ot sublimes inspirations, des hom-
mes qui seront sensibles non seulement & Télévation dans les pen-
sées, mais encore au beau dans leur expression, an ¢tudiera avee
délice ces pages palpitantes d'intérét pout apprendre, non Thistoire
de ve qui est passé—c'est e domaine de Phistoire universelle—mais
I'histoire de ce qui reparait tous les jours plus pur ¢t se¢ renouvelle
continuellement plus immuable, malgré la grossicreté ou Pimperfee-
tion des formes sans cesse changeantes ot il est engagé.

J. L. Monix.

Montréal,



- Editovtal Depaviment.

OUR MISSIONARIES.

E are delighted to be able to give in the present issue an-
exeellent porteait of that one of our graduates who is at
present engaged in actual foreign missionary work and of the four
who are, God willing, soon to go abroad. Our college has never
been wanting in missionary zeal.  This is not the first time that
araduates have offered themselves for the foreign work.,  But the
way was never opened up as it is now.  God has not ouly stirred up
His servants to go but He has also put it into the hearts of His
people to give.  While & year ago we had no representative in the
foreign fleld in o few months we will in all probability have five.
The reflex influence is being alveady felt.  We are living in a mis-
sionary atmosphere. We are coming into daily contact with men
who are alout to leave their friends and their native country to
preach the Gospel to ignorant and benighted heathens. We cannot
bow before the throne of grace without remembering him who has
gone and those who are about to go.  Our thoughts are being con-
timally divected to the crying need of heathendom and so our
intevest in this work is being greatly inereased.  The ice has heen
broken and now we may expect to sce cach graduating class send
its quota of missivnaries to the foreign work. There is at present
upvards of a dozen of our students who have signitied their desire
to go, not counting those of the graduating class. It is not perhaps
in place to speak too highly of our own men, but we may truly
say that the five whose portraits appear in this number are men
who have proved vhemselves to be good students and have won the
respeet and admiration of their fellow-students.

REY. GEORGE MACKELVIE, M.A.

Mr. MacKelvie, though of Scotch parentage, was born in Tyrone, .
Ircland, but his youth was spent in Glasgow, where his friends still
reside. There he got his early education, and followed it up by
entering Glasgow University, where he won the respeet and appro-



Editorial. 447

bation of the professors, and graduated in 1884 with the degree of
M.A. He taught for some time and was very successful in this.
M. MacKelvie was ordained an elder in Dalmanock church and
labored there as a missionary. He was thoroughly in sympathy
with every movement that would bhetter the condition of those whe
were in need.  He was fond of visiting the publie debates which
are so common in Glasgow, and his voice might often be heard
speaking in behalf of justice and right. This same spirit was shewn
while he was with us, for he was always ready to take the part of
those who were wronged, and his kindly sympathy and conscien-
tious judginents were highly valued by all who had need of them.
Such a natuve, with the experience obtained in a city like Glasgow,
wade him an exeellent temperance worker and his fund of tempor-
ance information was extensive. He was also a faithful Sal-
bath school worker in his own congregation, where he taught a
large Bible class.  The family belonged to the Established Chuareh,
and Mr. MacKelvie entered the Theological College in Glasgow amd
spent two sessions there.  Before enteving his third session some
friends in this country induced him to come to Canada and he left
Scotland arriving in Montreal in October, 1887, Before leaving,
his friends in Daimanock pavish presented him with a puse of
thirty sovercigns as a mark of their esteem.  Though Mr. Mac-
Kelvie spent only one session in this college he won the respeet and
esteem of all his fellow-students, for his ability as a scholar, his
«onial disposition as a friend, and his earnestness as a Chzistian,
When he came to Canada he intended settling here, It his desire
was to go. to the most needy.  He offered himselt to the Maritime
Board to supply Couva, but the answer was delayed and in the mean-
time when St. Paul’s Church asked for a missionary he applied and
was accepted. He was ordained in St. Paul's Chureh on May 27
1888, and a few days afterwards he snriled for Scotland, whenee
he set out for his field of labor in Central India.

MR. MURDOCH MACKENZIE.

The subject of this sketch was born in the parish of Ldderton.
Rosshire, Srotland, on the 17th of June, 1858, While he was
quite young the family moved to Lamington Park. His parents
Lelonging to the Free Church, he received his earlier education in
the Free Church School. His interest in foreign missions dates
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from his tenth year, when his youthful mind was impressed by an
address on the Hindoos by a retived missionary. His strong tem-
perance sentiments were also formed early in life—the immediate
cause being the evil influence of strong drink on the men among
whom he worked. The time and money thus squandered by his
fellow-laborers Mr. McKenzie spent in reading and accumulating a
library. Having served an apprenticeship as gardener near his
home, in November 1878 he obtained a position in the Ardgowan
Gardens, Renfrewshire.  Shortly after coming here he made a pub-
lic profession of his faith in Christ. Reading the lives of such men
as Brainerd and Livingstone first turned his attention to mission
waork, and in November 1879 he resolved to conseerate himself to
the work of the ministry. In the meantime many lines of Christian
work were undertaken, among them a young men’s prayer mecting,
at which John MeNeill “the Scottish Spurgeon” was an oceasional
attendant.  About that time an advertisement appeared asking for
a gardener to join a mission on Lake Nyassa, Central Africa. Mo
McKenzie applied but was afterwards prevailed on to withdraw,
God having other work for him to perform. In 1883, through a
cisual interview with a former editor of the JovrNaiL, Rev. Jno.
Mitchell, Mr. McKenzie decided to come to Canada and study in this
college. He arrived in September of the same year. His college
course has been conscientiously and successfully pursued, refiecting
credit upon himself and giving the highest satistaction to his pro-
fessors.  He was noted as the most regular attendant at all college
meetings. He was a faithtul worker in all the socicties and his
wise counsel was always listened to with respect.  He was acknow-
ledged to be the most active member of the Missiondry Society and
to him it owes very much of its success. In many congregations in
Ontario and the Eastern Townships Mr. McKenzie has done a work
which will make his memory endeared for many years to come. He
is being sent to China by David Yuile, Esq., of Erskine Chureh, who
guarantees his support for five years.

MR. JOHN MACDOUGALL, B.A.

My, MacDougall was born at Ormstown, Chateauguay County,
Qucbee, on the 14th September, 1659.  His father is o respected
farmer and is still residing on the old homestead.  Mr. MacDougall
remained long enough on the farm to get a good practical know-
ledge of all its work. During this time he formed o taste for reading
and determined to secure an cdueation.  The influence of godly
puvents and a faithful pastor led him carly into the way of fruth.
Tiwe call of God’s spirit was heard and responded to. When twenty-
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one he began to prepare himself thoroughly for his chosen work.
Having taken a fivst class stand in his preparvatory course in Hunt-
ingdon Academy in the fall of 1882, he entered MeGill College on
the twenty-third anniversavy of his birth. During the first two
years of his arts course he followed the honour course in mathema-
tics, and during the last two years took honour philosophy. He
gained scholarships every year and carried off the gold medal in
philosophy on his graduation day.  On entering theology he was at
once appointed by the faculty of this college as lecturer in classics,
which position he resigned at the end of his first year that he might
engage in other work. His interest in all collegiate societies was
always strong.  The McGill Y. M. C. A, of which socicty he was
president for a year, received much of his attention, and the Stu-
dents’ Missionary Society of our own college always counted him
among its most active members.  He goes out to China as the mis-
sionary of Erskine Church. His former pastor, Rev. D. W. Morri-
son, of Ormstown, writes thus of our fellow-student: “I can testify
in the most unqualified terms regavding his uniforin good character
and solid worth and I have the firm conviction that he is admirably
fitted to do successful work in the mission ficld. I only regret that
he is not being sent by Ormstown rather than by Erskine Church.”

MR. J. H. MACVICAR, B.A.

John Harvey MacVicar, the youngest of our missionaries, was
born in Montreal in Mareh, 1864. When seventeen he entered
MeGill College, having received his preparatory education by private
tuition and at the Montreal High School.  Even before entering the
University he was closcly connceted with matters which interested
the Students of the Presbyterian College, and it was at his suggestion
and through his exertions that the first journal in connection with
a Theological College in Canada was issued from these halls, in
January, 1880. He is, therefore, the inauguiator of this branch of
periodical literature in Canada. His ability as a writer is well
known even outside of college circles and the favor with which
his many articles have been received gives promise of an enlarged
missionary literature for the Canadian Church. After 2 most satis-
factory course in the University, from which he was graduated in
1883, Mr. MacVicar entered on his theological studies in the Presby-
terian College.  While attending faithfully to his collegiate work
he has still found time during the past three years to engage
actively in City Mission work, having had charge along with an-
other student of Nazaveth Street Mission, in which he has exhibited
the same zeal and carnestness, and ability to adapt himself to difter-
ent classes of people which he will carry with him abroad. Much
as he is interested in this work however, his missionary spirit will
not allow him to remain at home. Even as a boy his desirve was to
preach the Gospel to the heathen, and when a few years ago his
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religious life experienced a decpening and quickening influence, he
resoived to offer himself for service in the foreign field as soon as
his course of study should be completed; That time has now come
and before the close of this year Mr. MaceVicar expeets to be on the
shores of China. He goes out as the Missionary of Crescent Strect
Church, Montreal, of which congregation his father, Dr. MacVicar,
was pastor for several years.

__MR.J. J. FORBES

Mr. J. J. Forbes, was born in the Frece Manse, Drumblade, Aber-
deenshire, S:otland, Dee. 10th, 1859, where his father has been
pastor since shortly after the Disruption of 1843. As a boy he
was fond of books of travel, exploration and biography, espe-
cially missionary biography. The lives of Brainerd, Mrs. Jud-
son, and Rev. W. C. Burns left impressions which were never
altogether lost in later and more thoughtles: days. The manse life
was fitted to stimulate such impressions, and he grew up with the
fecling that the bighest ideal of life was to be found in such sclf-
denying men.  Several remarkable revivals helped to decpen these
impressions, and he determined to become a minister like his father.
But on removing to Aberdeen to attend the University the influence
of carcless companions and the still more pernicious influence of
some thoroughly infidel, but professedly advanced thinkers among
his fellow students shook his faith. Then came on step by step,
indifference and carelessness. The idea of entering the ministry
was abandoned. In the fall of *76 Mr. Forbes pas<ed the prelimin-
ary examination and began the study of medicine in Mareschal
College, Aberdeen.  He pursued this study at Aberdeen and Edin-
boro for some years, paying particular attention to biology and
physiology in which latter science he excelled. But all this time
his mind was ill at ease, and he became thoroughly sick of a life not
brightened by a single ray of hope for the future. At last the old
faith began to return and in a fit of restlessness he resolved to leave
all the old associations and seek the new world. He came to
Canada in August, 1883, and accepted a position as assistint teacher
in Huntingdon academy, P.Q. It was while engaged as a teacher
there that in the quiet of his own room he found the peace which
for years he had been seeking. He at once joined himself to the
congregation of the Rev. Jas. Watson, D.D. His carly formed
determination to become a minister returned and he entered this
college as a Theological student. Lack of funds compelled him to
take private teaching during most of his course. He was a good
student, his class exercises especially were highly spoken of by his
prolessors. He has offered himself to the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreipn Missions, and is likely to be sent to one of
their many fields. His knowledge of medicine makes him a most
desirable man for foreign missior work.
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APRIL 3rp, 1889,

ORDER OF CONVOCATION.

HE Senate, Alumni, Visi.ors and Students entered the Hall at eight
o’clock p.m., and Cunvocation was constituted, the Reverend the Prin
cipal presiding. The fullowing vras the order of the exercises. -

OIFENING DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.

Singing, Psalin ex:i.  Led by Organ and Choir, Mr. R. S. Weir, B.C.L.,
Organist. Reading the Seriptures and Prayer by the Rev. K. H. Wasr-
dep, D.D.

1.—Dresentation of Prizes, Scholarships and Medals.
A.—DPRIZES.

(1) Philosophical and Literary Scciety's Prizes.—The Walter Paul
Prizes :—Public Speaking, $10 in books, Mr. R. Johnston, B.A. ; English
Reading, 810 in books, Mr. W. A. Cook; French Reading, 810 in books,
Mr. L. Givoux.

(2) Sacred Music.—The George Hyde Prize, (2nd year omly,) $10 in
books, Mr. H. T. Kalem. The R. S. Weir Prize, (all years,) 85 in books,
Mr. R. Eadie.

(3) Ecclesiastical Architecture.~The Dr. M. Hutchinson Prize, (3rd
year only,) 810 in books. Mr. R. Johnston, B.A. The 2nd Prize, (all
years,) 85 in books, Mr. J. H. MacVicar, B.A.

(4) Rhetoric—The Dr. ¥. W. Kelley Prizes, (2nd year,) $15 in books,
Mr. W. M. Rochester, B.A.  (Ist year,) 810 in books, Mr. W. Chatles, B. A,

(5) Class Prize in Church Guvernment.—Obtained by Mr. W. Charles,
B.A.

B.—SCHOLARSHIPS, (Special.)

(1) University Scholarships.—Gained after the close of scssion 1887-88.
The Sir George Stephen, 1st year, $50, Mr. A, C. Reeves ; The Stirling,
2n0d year, 350, Mr. R. MacDougall ; The Drysdale, 3rd year, $50, Mr, W.
E. Decks ; The Slessor, 4th year, 850, Mr. N. Lindsay. B. A.
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(2) French Scholarshins.—The Embro (KXnox Church), Theological, 850,
M. J. E Coté ; The Guelph (Chalmers’ Church), Theological, 40, Mr. A.
J. Lods ; The Galt (Central Church), Literary, $40, Mr. M. Maynard ; The
Hamilton (McNab St.), Literary, 840, Mr. E. Maynard.

(3) Gaclic Scholarships.—The R. R. MacLennan, (Senior), 850, Mr. M.
MacKenzie ; The II. MacLennan, (Senior), $25, Mr. K. MacLennan ; The
K. Campbell, (Junior), 825, Mr. J. P. MacInnes.

(1) The Nor-West Scholarship~—The James Henderson Scholarship of
§25, Mr. W. I, D. Moss.

c.—scuoranstirs, (Theological and General.)

(1) Ordinary General Proficiency.—The Greenshielis, 1st year, §50,
M. J. A. Morison, B.A.; The Dalfour, 2nd year, §50, My, W. M. Roches-
ter, B.A. ; The Jas. Robertson, 3rd year, 350, Mr. M. MacKenzic and Mr.
J. 1. MacViear, B.A. ; The Hugh MacKay, 3rd year, §60, Mr. R. John-
ston, B.A.

(2) General Proficiency in Honour and Ordinary Work.—The Peter
Redpath, 2nd year, $50, Mr. J. Naismith, B.A.; The Anderson, 2nd years
§100, Mr. W. L. Clay, B.A.

N—~—MEDALS.,

The Students' Gold Medal, heing Highest Prize of the Year for all Waik,
Puass and Honor. Awanled to Mr. 1. Johuston, B.A.

2.—Confterring degrecs in Divinity,

(3) DBACHELORS OF DIVINITY,

The Rev. A. Ogilvie, D.A.

Admitted ad cundem gradum.—The Rev. P. 1L Swift, B.D., Ph.D.,
M. A, Rockford, Illineis, U.S.; The Itev. A. MacDougall, B.D., Ph.D., St,
John, N.B.

(1) HAVE PASSED THE FIRST EXAMINATION FOR ILD.

Mr. R Johnston, LA, Mr. W. L. Clay, B.A\, Mr. D. L. Dlewar, B.A.,
Mr. J. Naismith, B.A.

(c) DOCTORS GF DIVINITY.

Causa Ilonoris.

The Rev. W. B. Clatk, Chalmers’ Church and Morrin College, Que-
hee, I.Q. ; Tho Rev. Professor Donald Russ, 1.1, M..\,, Queen's College,
Kingston, Ont.; The Rev. A. I. MacKay, Crescent Street Church, Mont-
ral, . Q.
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3.—Hddresses, &c.

1.—Vavrrpicror r Apnress, by Mr. R. Johnston, B.A.

2.—PRESENTATION OF Diproyas to the Graduates of the Year, namely :

Mr. J. Bourgoin, My. D. Campbell, Mr. P. N. Cayer, Mr. J. E. (a6,
M. D. L, Dewar, B.A., Mr. J. J. Forbes, Mr. K. JJTohnston, I3.A., Mr. A.
J. Lods, Mr. J. Maclougall, B.A., Mr. J. S. Macllmith, My. M. Mac-
Kenzie, Mr. M, J. MacLeod, 1A, Mr. J. A, MacLean, Mr. J. 11, Muc-
Viear, B.A,, Mr. W. Russell, B.A. DBy the Rev. the Principal.

S—Avvress 1o ThHE GrapUaTES, by the Rev. Donaldlless, .1, M.A.,
Professor of Theology in Queen’s College, Kingston.

At this point Rev. L. . Jordan rese and in the name of Mis, Fanie of
Erskire Church, presented the College with a beautiful organ.

4.—STATEMENT FROM THE CHair.  CLOSING DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES,

. 1431
VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.

BY ROBT. JOHNSTON, B. A,

Mi. Prixciran, GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND ALUMNI, LADES AXD
GextueMes,—The attitude of our clasz, as we appear before you to say
our farewells, is like that of the old Roman Deity who, with our face
toward the past, reviewed what had been accumplished, and, with another,
looked forward to forecast what was yet to come.  Alihongh a valedictory
address is, strictly speaking, a farewell, and is supposed to be mainly retro-
spective, it cannot be inappropriate to allow the line of thought to be, in
part at least, prospective.  Most appropriate, in fact, is it that it should be
s0, for to-night we scem to be casting the cables which have bouml us so
long to the happy haunts and safe retrea‘s of student life, and to bo on the
puint of sailing out on what is for us an untried sea. The work of the
ministry lics before us, and if by the lamp of expericnce, or by the tel:-
scope of cuquiry, we may learn something of our future dutics, it may be
that our knowledge shall lead is to a more scrious preparation, and fo u
more carcful examination of ourselves r s to our fitness for the work. In
thus looking forward, we ave struck by the many phases of the work in
which we hope soon to engege, but of ouc only we wish to speak to-night,
viz.,, the

INFLUENCE OF TRE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

During this mouth there will bo graduated from the University of
McGill and its afliliated -olleges seventy-three men who expect to fill so:no
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position in one of the learned professivns. Of these, thirty-five will join
the followers of Esculapius and, by careful use of drug and skilful manipu-
lation of the knife, will do what they can for the relief of bodily pain.
Three of them will follow that erratic wanderer—the law, and will, wo
trust, spend their energies in advancing the quictness and peace of our
land. The rest of us, while we hope to work in conjunction with these
aothers, are, however, determined to do what we can to spoil their praclice
by leading men away from sin to such purity of life and such observ-
auce of the laws of health and of the land that as little as possible of the
physic of the former or the law of the latter may be required. Our spheres
of work, thercfore, are dificrent ; their work is for the body and the mind,
owrs is for these also, but more especially for the soul; they may exerta
femporary influence upon men by outward regulations and outward labor,
we seck to bring about an inward and vital change which shall sccure re-
sults in heart and life that shall be permanent. The field of opcration,
then, which is thrown open to the Christian ministry secures for it an in-
fluence superior to that which is afforded to any other class of men.

But, further, the position which the Christian minister occupies tends
to the same result. By thiz we do not mean a position in the scale of
socicty. We grudge no man any claim which he may sct up for the honor
he is to receive at the hands of the world, albeit we have yet to be con-
vinced that a seat in Parliament is to be compared in hounor to a seat in tho
General Assembly, or the possession of a portfolio, or even of a judge's
crmine to the dignity of a profussor’s chair. As to the nosition which isa
result of wealth, we doubtless must yield priority in this to many, for
there may be some truth in what a writer somewhat quaintly remarks he
has observed, viz., that the Medical School is generally found on the road
to the cemetery, the Law School on that which leads to the penitentiary,
whilc the Theological Scminary stands in close proximity to the poor
house ; of Montreal we know this to be incorrect, he probably took his
observations in some city of the province to our west. To mere social
position, then, we do not seek to lay claim, but as a position from which
the greatest influence can be exerted upon the world, the sphere of the
Christian minisiry stands sccond to none. It is not the lawyers, nor the
public lecturers, nor even the politicians (little as they will like to hear it)
who are moulding the thought and lifc of our land, it is thosc who are
occupying the pulpits. And that it should be so is evident, for by the
pulpit more people are reached than by any other agency except the press;
by it also men of all classes are reached, the mechanic and the merchant,
the scholar and the politician ; labor and capital all come under its influcnce,
and s0 come under its influcnce as to ho most readily influenced, for, talk
as we will of the decline of pulpit power, it is still true that many—moro
perhaps than we suspect—who frequent places of worship do so in a
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frame of mind ready to roceive instruction and to give due deference to
the teachings utiered.

The question then arises, what should be the character and at
tainments of men who would rightly fill a position so important.
It is ncedless to state that the times call for the speedy and enorgelic
exercise of all good influence that can emanate from such a source. We
live in a crisis of the world's history ; we dwell in a land on which de-
pends the salvation or ruin of other lauds besides our own. Whether
Sccularism and Mammonism arc to sweep like a flood over our land and
bury beneath their turbid tide our Bibles and our Christianity, or whether
a healthy and vigorous religious life isto blossom in the valleys and plains
of the West as well as in the cities and crowded marts of the Last, is a
question which must be decided, it would seem, within the next twenty
years.  If the latter happy result is to be brought about, it must be effected
mainly through the teaching of the cternal truths of God’s word by the
ministers of 1lis church. What is required, thien, of men who would be
-equipped for the work ?

First, we answer that they should have a sound, liberal cducation.

The time is past when a man who undertook to teach the people might
be ignorant of even the common branches of learning, and yet comnand
respect and attention merely on the ground of his position. Men require
that_those who set themselves up as teachers should have an expansion of
mind which will enable them to appreciate the advances which tue world
is making in cvery lino of rescarch. There are not wanting those who
would deprecate the value of a liberal education for the ministry. The
Preshyterian Church has never favored such views, and she has no cause to
regret the demands which sho has made in this line of those who lhiave
entered her ministry.  Not that God’s glory in the heavens is to be the
basis of a scientific treatise on astronomy, or the Scrmon on the Mount to
lead a man off to a philosophical discourse, but that he may be able to com-
bat with truth the arrogant assumptions of blind followers of antagonists
of the Bible, and with ability defend the faith once delivered to the saints
from the attacks of ruthless destroyers, as well as to cnter into the diffi-
cultics of honest enquirers after truth, and lead along paths known to him-
self those groping in difficult places. Want of education may unfit a man
for much work, the possession of it can but aid him in every line. Further,
the man who is to fill rightly this pusition of influence must be possessed
of practical sympathy. By this I mean that ho must be able to come into
touch with the lives of those to whom he ministers, that so in all matters
which interest them he may bring to bear upon their lives the power of
the truth which he proclaims. That the pulpit has succeeded in doing this
fully in the past cannot Lo assorted, and if there is good cause for the
frequent discussion as to whether or not the pulpit is losing its powor, it
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may bz that in this fact the cause is to be found. It is possible that the
Church has been too busy in defending the peculiar tenets of its several
creeds and in drawing nice distinctions between vexed theories which may
differ more in terminology than in reality, and too forgetful of the hand to
hand struggle which men and women ave daily carrying on with sin and
temptation. ‘What cares the man of business about restrictions in matters
of church government? e wants to know of a strong Ielper on whom he
can roll the burden of his financial difficulty. What cares the young man
who is finding the power of sin all too strong for his Loasted strength about
the philosophy of the velation of man's will t¢ God’s purposes? e feels
the power of sin and he wants a Deliverer. What cares the heartbroken
sinner for a discussion on the clation of faith to repentance in point of
time ! A present and personal Saviour ready to help is what he wants,
We are in danger of preaching too much to the head and not enough to the
heart, of preaching to gain a reputation for crudition rather than to meet
the practical needs of those to whom we minister. Could we but get hack
to apostolic style, repentance toward God, faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ, and love toward all men, would form the basis of sermons which
would startle the world by their practical character, so that men in the
power of a vital godliness would forget their vain theorizings.

Church of the living God, come back! Come back from the unprofitable
ticlds of speculation and hair-splitting distinctions in which you have too
long sought to feed the people ; spend less time in propping up the cross
and more time in holding it forth ; preach not a creed but a Chuist, not a
system but a Saviour, and the question as to whetlier the pulpit has lost its
pewer will soon be relegated to the archives of the past.

But a fuller cquipment still is needed if the church is to exert to the
fullest its influence upon the world. Education will do much, common
senso and sympathy will do more, but both will fail unless accompanied by
the power of the Spirit of God. The glorivus victories promised by God to
His Church are still to be gained, not by might nor by power, but by lis
Spirit. Peter, as a man, had little common sense and less education, but
see his power at Pentecost. e reasons, and it is logic on fire ; he speaks
of sin, and men tremble where they stand ; he tells of the love of God, anl
it is as with the tenderness of a mother over a wayward son, and that day
thousands feel in their souls the power of the Gospel. Where was the
power? Ah! it was found in those days of waiting at Jerusalem. Oh!
that again the fulness of this power might be enjoyed by the ministry of
the church; then, in truth, its influence would be mighty. Political cor-
ruption and licensed evil would go down before a church so filled with
power; our legislative halls and the slums of our cities would become
places of truth and puriiy ; the pockets of our merchant princes would be
opened and money would flow into the Lord’s treasury, so that no longer
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a “ Student Band ” would hold out an unaccepted challenge to the church ;
the dark continent would soon be bright with the knowledge of Him who
is the light of the world ; from the heights of Hindostan to the plains of
Siberia the name of Chyist would everywhere be sounded, and to it the
millions of Asia would bow ; from island to island the glad gospel of peace
would travel until there should go up a mighty chovus of Hallelujahs that
would sweep avound the world and would be excelled only by the glad
song of these who joy in heaven when sinners repent. Do T paint an im-
possible picture? I paint that which shall be when the chwich aceepts
and uses to the full the power with which Ile who is her head is willing
to furnish hey.

And now let me say in a few words the farewells of the class, that I
may not bo faithless to the duty imposed upon me by my fellow-graduates.
Our class is the largest that has ever been graduated from these halls.
That for which it is mainly distinguished, however, is its missionary spirit.
Four of our number hope to carry the Gospel to those who know not its
story. Theseare the noblest of ourclass. They are not secking the foreign
ficdd because unsuccessful at home. Griflintown knowns the untiring
labors and the ready sympathy of one, and through him the name of our
honored principal, great already in the church at home, is destined to becomo
greater in the church of other lands, Parts of the North West have not
yet fergotten the successful labors of another. The name of McKenzie is a
synonym for all that is true and faithful in many homes in the Eastern
‘Townships, and the regret of these is that he should give up the language
of Eden to speak in a language so modern as the Chinese—while for the
fourth his literary ability and scientific rescarch arc not unworthy of
mention.  Others of us will go to less distaut ficlds, and in saying farewell
to college life and its associations, we do so not without a tinge of regret.
We quit a time largely free from responsibility, and we would be doing an
injustice to the good people of Montreal did we fail to acknowiedge that
much of our pleasure during the past years has been due to their unexcelied
kinduess, and in afterdays when returning it may bo in the case of some of
the more unfortunate of us to cheerless bachelor’s apartments, we will re-
member with more appreciation than we have often shewn the pleasant
evenings spent in many of your homes, and especially in those where we
were welcomed not only as guests but as friends.

Of our professors wa take a more than cordial fatewell. Unlike many
in a similar position their time has not been wholly taken up with lectures,
but the readiness with which they have welcomed enquiry, and the pleasure
which they have ever shewn in dropping from the tediousness of notes to
the more vigorous and trenchant conversation, has enabled us to know the
men as well as the professors, and we feel that we leave behind us none
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who bid us God-speed more sincerely than those whose teaching wo have
been privileged to enjoy.
. To you, fellow studeuts, we offer in parting, (taking advantage of our
| “position,) a word of exhortation. It is this.—Be ioyal to your college. If
dissatisfied go elsowhere, but so long as your are students of the Presby-
terian College, let it not be said that she has a disloyal son within he walls.
We have evorything to be proud of in connection with her record. She
! has always led in matters collegiate in this land. She fivst had college
1 buildings worthy of the name; she first had a principal and a faculty;
) she first possessed a charter giving to her degree-conferring powers; she
i first published a college journal, and she still takes the lead in this field as
clsewlere by publishing the largest and best jou.nal in the Dominion.
Alroady her graduates are known everwhero as fearless and forcible
preachers, chexishing a true liberalism and a broad charity imbibed from
~ one professor, and arigid love of the truth and fearless denunciation of
~ error imbibed from another. et it be ours not to prove vnworthy of such
\ an Alma Muater, but to advance her interests by devoted loyalty.

And now fellow-gradutes, in taking leave of others wo take leave also of
cach other. One of our number is not with us to-night, but we remember
him for we know he is with us in spirit. 'We have spent not unpleasantly
some years together, and now our paths diverge. The work before us seems
responsible, perhaps arduous, hut we go in a strength and under a guidance
not ourown. From this city there can go forth this year no men with
opportunities greater than our own. There isneed in these critical times
for men deternined as welil as skillful, who will stand around the cross of

-Christ and carry the blood-stained bauner against the agzvessive power of
sin.  "When Napoloon drew up his army beneath the shadow of the Pyra-
mids, poinling to these he said: * Soldiers, from yonder heights forty
centuries look down on you.” We liave a grander incentive to labor in
the fact that we look down on forty centuries ; our influence is not for the
present but for the future.

*We are living, we are dwelling,
In a grand and awful time,
In ar age on ages telling;
To be living is sublime.”

God give us strength; God give us wisdom ; God give us guidance, that
whatever be the duty of the hour, that may be faithfully performed. Our
paths may diverge but our aim in life is one, even the bringing of the
world into subjection to Christ Jesus our Lord, nor in preaching the gospel
of Peuce shall our work be done

“Till the war-drums beat no longer and the battle flags are furled
In the parliament of 1nan, the federation of the world,”
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Let us then go forth alive in Him whois our Life, strong in Him who is

«our Strength, hopefulin Him who isall our Hope, and so toil with earnest-

ness of purpose and singleness of aim, that when together we appear before
-our King we shall come hringing our sheaves with us.

ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATES.

BY REV. DONALD ROSS, D. D, M. A. PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY IN
QUEEN'S COLLEGE, KINGSTON.

GeNTLEMEN oF THE GRabuaTIiNG Crass,—This day crowns your work
in this institution. You stand at the goal to which you have been eagerly
pressing forward through several years. You have been toiling patiently
along the arduous rvad to knowledge, developing and strengthening your
intellectual and spivitual powers, broadening the horizon of your thought,
cuitivating more catholic sympathies, so that you may fruly say with
Terence, ¢ hwmani nihil a me alienum pufo,” or with a much more illus-
trious Roman, I am debtor both 1o the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both
to the wise and to the unwise.” You have been taking the true measure of
yourselves, and I do not doubt that you have now a more humble opinion
of the extent of your knowledge than you had when you first entered these
halls, that you have learned there is a great deal more in the realm of
theught than your philosophy then dreamt of. The true end of education,
the highest wisdom, is to know ourselves—what we are capable of doing,
wherein our real strength as well as our weakness lies. No more profit-
able expenditure of time can be made than in mastering that lesson. For
genuine self-knowledge implies an accurate understanding of our place in
the intelligent universe, of our relations to God and our fellowmen, and
the obligativns these relations impose.  Unless we havea right apprehension
of these, how is it possible for us to fulfil them aright, and merit the eulo-
gium of good and faithful servants. So that the seven or ten or twelve
years you have devoted io preparation for the gospel ministry and the
service of man have been by no means too long a time for fitting your-
selves to be workmen in the highest field of effort. I congratulate you on
having finished your course and received the tmprimatur of your Alma
Mater, as fully qualificd by scholastic tmining, for the sacred vocation
you have chosen. Yours is a position to be envied. Standing on this
high plane you are about to assume enlarged responsibilities. The ques-
tion you have now to face is, how can you make your carcer in this
calling profitable in the highest degree? What must you do to ensure
success in the practical work for which you have been so long in training?
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It seems trite to say that thore must he complete personal consecration
on your part. One who studies for the Christian ministry is supposed to
be actuared solely by the desire to spend his strongth and other gifts in the
service of his Divine Master, and to have received of His fulness, and
grace for grace. Your mission is to make known to men what Ie was and
is. To do this with the best results you must have that mind which was
in Him, which led him to seek not Iis own glory but the glory of God in
the redemption and elevation of fallen man. It was with similar devotion
that Paul traversed Asia and Europe besceching men to live by faith in
unscen realities.  How he might most eflectively employ his splendid gifts
in the service of his Master was ever uppermost in his thoughts. It was
his complete consecration that carried him through perils and oppositicn
that might well paralyze all efforts on the part of any man of less intense
carnestness and strength of purpose. Such devotion is indispensable 1o
success in advancing the kingdom of righteousness and truth in the eartl,
and inspiring men to think and act truly. We expect those who go on
foreign mission service to he men of faith and consecration, filled with a
moral and spiritual earnestness. It is men of this stamp that are just as
surely needed in the church at home. Without this all other gifts will
be of little avail. The greatest preacher of the apostolic age, or of wny
age, declared that though he possessed the gifts of eloguence and under-
stood all mystories and all knowledge, yet, were he not inspired with
love to God and man, his ministry would be fruitless. The opiniun
of so high an authority ought to carry great weight. Those who are to be
instruments of righteousness to others ought to be men of pronounced
Sanctity, and to be filled with the spirit of true benevolence. Peivonal
holiness, transparent purity of life, harmony of profession and action, i<
absolutely necessary to success in preaching the gospel and ministering to
the spiritual needs of men.  Daily renewal of purpose to he wholly the
Lord’s is requisite to feed the flame of devotion on the altar of the heart.
This is the sceret of power with God and with men. Covet this best
grace, and your life will bo fruitful of blessing to the world and of truest
enjoyment to yowrself.

Then to make yonr religious life and work rich in results you must he
men of prayer. Prayer is an appeal for help to One to whom belongeth
all power and wisdom. ‘The expectation that divine light and strength
will be granted is reasonable, not mystical. Prayer has a higher valae
than the satisfaction experienced in giving expression to our emotions and
desires. It is said that we are living under an ovder of things which is in-
variable. ‘The only help we can fairly expect is from a wise wuse of the
Iaws by which we are environed. We might as weil plead with the pitiless
waves not to engulf us, or with the pestilence that walketh in darkness not
to coma nigh us, as to supplicate God to direct us in perplexity, or to give
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us courage in an emergency. So argues the man who is under the intel
lectual spell of the scientific conception of law. God is under the limita-
tions of the laws which IIe has Himseif established, and He cannot inter.
pose or inferfere with their action. Butlaw isnothing in itself, It i3 simply
a formula expressing the mode in which phenomena occur. IBut phe.
nomena are manifestations of a power acting in mature, and producing
change. The laws are not that power. They are merely the intellectual
interpretation of the manner in which it acts. Therefore to speak of the
laws of nature restraining God from interfering with them is equivalent to
saying that His ordinary method of action prevenmts Him from operating
differently. This noiion is absurd, unless we deny Him the attribute of
freedom. To assert that the stability of the universe necessitates undeviat.
ing uniformity in the Divine action is equally irrational, for even man can
interfere with the laws of nature for his own ends, or the good of others,
without disturbing its equilibrinum. It is not impossible for God, then, to
deviate from His usual mode of action and answer our petitions.  Neither
is there anything to hinder the Divine Intelligonce from acting divectly on
ouss, so that we shall be filled with a higher wisdom, and enlightened in
regard to questions that are dark or perplexing. There can be no difficulty
in uuderstanding that the divine mind may inspire and influence us just as
the mind of a teacher or guide ov friend does. It is a fundamental article
of your religious faith, as well as a faet in your personal experience, that
the power which upholds and governs the universe makes men strong, gives
wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding.
You have an abiding conviction that “ more things ave wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of.” The heroes of religious history found in-
spiration and conrage both to do and to endure through this agency. Our
Lord spent whole nights on the mountain sides in prayer that e might
receive strength for rhe exhausting ministyy in which Ho was continually
engaged.  Elijah and Daniel among the Prophets, Peter and Paul among
the Apostles, Luther and IKnox among the Reformers, Wesley and Whit-
field among the revivalists of later days were imaportunate in supplication.
They held constant communion with Him without whom nothing is wise,
nothing is strong.  They were imitators of their Divine Master in this as
in so many other respeets.  And, certainly, if you would be successful in
spivitual work, you must he hourishing the hidden life of the soul by con-
stant fellowship and communion with the Father of spirits. Jacob wrestled
with the angel until the break of day, refusing to let him go without a
blessing, and he prevailed.  The lesson is plain. ¢ The efiectual fervent
prayer of a vighteous man availeth nuch.”

In addition to all this, set hefore yourselves the highest ideal, Aim ab
aothing shott of perfection.  Depend upon it you will fail to attain it, but
Your constant effort must he to reach this goal.  As preachers of the word
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of lifo, as wise master-builders, you ought to go on developing your capaci-
ties to their utmost limit, to make the most of the possibilities of your
nature and your opportunities, endeavouring all the while to be true to
your own individuality. and not to become like some one else who may be
constituted entirely different from you. Your faculties may not bo of the
highest ovder—ten talents are given only to the few—but you ought to
cultivate them diligently so that you may fully approve yourselves before
God. How can I turn my advantages to best account is a question that
ought to have your most serious thought, for thereis no chanco given to re-
live or reconstruct the past. Unimproved opportunities rush by leaving
their indelible record behind. I have heard men, again and again, express
the keenost regrot that they had not utilised their privileges as they might
have done in the carly years of their ministry.  The trend of habits cannot
be changed. The potter can make of the clay a vessel to honour, or to dis-
honour, according to the conception or ideal hie has before him ; but once
made he cannot remodel it. It henceforth retains the form into which he
has shaped 1t.  You can make success or failure out of your circumstances
according as you wlll and act; but you cannot "ndo your career and
refashion it. It remains unalterable. By earnest elfort you can oexchange
the brassand stone and wood into gold and silver and precious stones. There
is a seeret alchemy within your reach by which such wondrous transforma.
tion can be wrought.  Your resolve must be to achieve this splendid result.
Every man has consciously, or unconsciously, a standard before him: Let
yours be the highest and most approved.

Success in your ministry will require continuous hard study and growth
in knowledge. Lo have completed a cowse of theological discipline is not
enough, for theological science is progresssive. Its realmn is widening with
the process of the suns.  Of course I do not mean that the sum of saving
truth is being increased—that any additions are heing made to the revela-
tion of God’s will to man in matters of faith and duty, but its rich contents
are being gradually ditcovered and exposed- to view by devout scholars.
The enlargement of human knowledge in every direction is contributing to
a fuller development of the truth of God as expressed in scripture. See
how the secrets written in the great volume of nature, the mysteries which
have been hid from ages and from generations, ave being brought to light
year after year, and added to the sumn of our knowledge. The sciences
that are devoted to the interpretation of the thoughts God has revealed,
in the book which lies ever open before us, are advancing with marvellous
rapidity. Their glorious march across the stage of the nineteenth century
may well excite our wonder and inspire us with lofty hope as to their
future developments. He who trics to keep pace with the progress of any
one of them finds that he must not relax his cfforts for a moment. Hence
has arisen the imperative necessity for men to be specialists, to confine
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themselves almost entirely to one field or province of thought or research,
if they would becomo proficient in it. And these all are paying tribute to
theology—the queon of the sciences. They aro lending their aid to the
clucidation, and contributing to a more complete understanding, of the deop
thoughts of God conveyed by holy men who spoke as they were moved by
the Divine Spirit. It is no disparagement to the great theologians of the
past to say that we have come into possession of treasures of wisdom and
knowledge contained in the Scriptures which they did not even concoive of,
Athanasius and Augustine and Turretin and Edwards and Hill,—

“The great of old!
The dead but sceptred sovrans who still rule
Qur spirits from their urns,”

were not permitied to enter the wide and rich domain of religious thought
in which it is our privilege to expatiate. It is doubtful if they wero per-
mitted, even fromsome Pisgah height, to behold it afar off.  And those who
come after us will push their way into regions of theological thought
which avo inaccessible to us. They will witness an expansion of scripture
truth which would fill us with wonder and joy had we the power of pre-
vision. It is this constant developinent that invests the study of revealed
truih with such profound interest, and spurs the mind on to fresh discov-
eries in holy writ. ¢ Every scribe that is iustructed unto the kingdom of
heaven is like a man that is an houschoulder, which bringeth forth out of
his treasure things new and old.”

The opinion has gained cwirency in some quarters that a special theologi-
cal training is not a necessary paxt of the equipment of a successful gospel
preacher.  Moody and others of our time, whose religious teaching has
been crowned with eminent success, never studied theology as it is taught
in the schools, and the Apostles, it is said, were summoned from their
fishing nets and clectrified men wherever they preached the truth as it is.
in Jesus. But it must not be forgotten that the special work of Muody,
and men of the same class, is that of evangelists—the simple presenta-
tion and illustration of the leading truths bearing upon the salvation of
sinners. Their function is to excite men to concern regarding their spiritual
safety. It does not lie within their scope to edify or build up men in the
religious life, to promote their growth in holiness. That demands thorough,.
systomatic, religious teaching, sustained through years, for which they are
not quulified. All that is requisite for the work they accomplish is the
possession of good natural gifts, a t Forough acquaintance with scripture,
and a consuming zcal for the welfare of their followmon and the glory of
God. As for the Apostles, it is a mistake to suppose they had received
no spiritual training for preaching the gospel. They were threo years.
under tho tuition of the Prince of teachers learning of Him how they
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might rightly divide the word of truth. The most eminent of the
Apostles was learned in all the wisdom of the Rabbinic teachiug, and
I think his epistles reveal the fact that his imperial intellect had folt
the spell of the Hellenic culture. IBesides, they received spocial gifts
to qualify them for fulfilling their commission to preach the gospel.
Never in the history of the Christian Church has there been so urgent a
need that its pastors and teachers should receive the most thorongh train-
ing, for never was so great an intellectual demand made upon the pulpit as
at the present day. Only think what a drain is made upon a preacher’s
resourees by the preparation, week in and week out, year after year, of at
least two thoughtful, stimulating discourses on topics in which a large
nmber of people are not pexsonally interested. What an amount of careful
and varied reading and ecarnest reflection that implies! Yet the crities
and the enemies of the pulpit lament that the deliveraunces of the pulpit
are common-place. Is it to be wondered if they sometimes are, considering
the pressure under which the preachers labour? ILet the politicians and
the barristers, with whom they are often disparagsngly compared, go on
speaking two or three times a week for a sexies of years, in the same hall,
on the questions of disallowance, or a protective tariff, or commersial-
union, or the habeas corpus, or some civil or social right or disability, and
I venture to say that, Lefore many months, the most brilliant of
them would be found even less interesting than the dry—as-dust
exclesinstics. It is no easy matter, when knowledge is ruuning to and
fro in an unprecedented mauner, and the general education of society
has reached so high a standard, to say what is attiactive and interesting
from Sunday to Sunday through the course of a ministry of even ten years.
A restless, fickle, critical spirit is characteristic of the times, and he who
would make religious themes attractive to his hearers, and edify thom, must
be familiar with the currents of thought that are sweeping ther onward, in
many cases, irresistibly, in others with strong crying and tears, because
they shrink with terror from the issue to which they are hasting. There
are vitally important questions pressing for solution on the minds of
thoughtful men, and the pulpit has to deal with these either directly or
indirectly, so that he who has chosen to be their spiritual guide and coun-
sellor must grapple with these problems, and be able to give an intelligent
auswer concerning them. This fact is recognized by all the churches, and
they are exacting a higher standard of qaulification from those who seck to
cnter their ministry. Not less theology and philosophy and mnatural
scicnce and physies, but more, are required to meet the increasing intellec-
tual demands of the times upon their religious teachers. The cry repeated
by the foes of religion that the pulpit has been superseded by the daily
press, and the multiplication of cheap and attractive literature, is not true
1o fact. Statistics show that while a growing number iguore the existence




Address to the Graduates. 465

of churches and the preaching of the Gospel, the numbor of churches in
proportion to population is rapidly increasing. It is true that many specu-
lative thinkers, and men of brilliant abilities in certain dircctions, look
upon the preacher as one whose occupation is gone, an anachronism in
those days of culture and high general intelligence, but they are only a
swall fraction of the best scholarship of the time. They call attention to
themselves as the advance guard in the march of thought, and the un-
reflecting are apt to concludo that the leaders of intelligonce ave all of the
sume mind—whereas the foremost thinkers of the world do not imagine
they have ouigrown the necessity of a preached Gospel. This pride of
intellect, which regards the Christian pulpit with immeasurable contempt,
has always existed, though it is more outspoken at present thau it has been
for some geuerations. Paul encovntered it in Corinth when he visited
that city of culture and scusuality. The great Bishop Butler complained
that, in the eighteenth century, “ people of discernment set up the Chris-
tian religion as a principal subject of mirth and ridicule.” While the world
lasts the preaching of the Gospel will appear to the self satistied worship-
pers of things seen and transitory, to the sybarite and the intellectual dude,
to be a beating of the air, a vain and foolish procedure ; but to them who
are tortured by the guilt and burden of their sins, or who have tasted the
powers cf the world to come, it will be of unspeakable value.

The preachor of the gospel, then, ought to be a man of the broadest
possible culture, while he is well equipped in the special department of
theological science, if he would be a good minister of Jesus Christ, and
adapt himself to the spiritual needs of men. For though it be true that
the cravings of man’s religious nature are the same now as in the days of
Elijah, and Daniel, and Paul, and John, yet the modes by which these
are ministered to are changing with the varying circumstances of society.
Lducation, socisl surroundings, manners, modes of thought ave factors
which have to be taken into wccount in dealing with men’s religious life,
in presenting to them the saving truths of scripture. Any one acquainted
with the history of preaching knows how very difterent, for example, was
the preaching of the Reformation period from that of the 18th century, or
the preaching of a generation ago from that of to-day. The spiritual needs
of man were precisely the same, but tho methods of meeting them, through
the preaching of the gospel, have varied with the altered circumstances,
In other words, the truths presented for the awakening of sinners and the
cdification of believers is unchanging, but the outward forms in which
they are sot forth change with the passing years. The preacher, thorefore,
who wonld be ever fresh, and interesting and successful, should be always
developing, keeping in line with advancing thought. That they fail to
realize this is the reason why not a few arc restless and dissatisfied, con-
scious that their well meant efforts are unsuccessful. They have not been

b)
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moving on in their thought. They are out of sympathy with their ever
fluctuating environment, and they ave preaching for the past, not for the
present.  Hence they are not appreciated as they sincerely think they
deserve, and they find fault with their congregations, while they themselves
are to blame for not discerning that they are not keeping step with the
nuarch of the world’s thought and life. I would impress on you this fact
that when you go into the active ministry of the word, you must, if you
wotld make the most of your privileges, bo untiving in your study of the
fieshest thought of the time, and ever keeping abreast of the great move-
ments that are affecting individual and social life. The preacher oughit to
be a seer, « pophet, pereviving the present needs of men, and shaping his
message according to the requirements of this genernation.

Now, to keep up with the progress of the best thought of yeur day, and
at the same time give adequate attention {o the mactical duties of the
ministerial office, you will require to exercise n most rigid ceonomy of
vour time, and turn tv hest account the golden moments as they 1ly, bearing
their record into cternity. Tho complexion of your future will depend
largely on the way vou employ every hour and minute of every day. Time
is une of vur most sacred and priceless frusts.  Its faithful administratien
onght to engage vour attention at the very outset of your ministry.  Every
moment should be speut in doing something which will make your lite
putent for usefulness, aud shed lustre on your future.  The sceret of mak-
ing the most of it is heing strictly methodical in its nse. We are filled
with amazement at the amount of work done by sume men.  They accow-
plish so much, not merely because they seem to possess inexhaustible
anergy, extmordinary capacity for work, but beeause they are eminently
methodieal, and allow not a moment tu be wasted, if that can be aveided.
Cultivate this unspeakably valuable habit with religivus fidelity.

[ would add that you must be possessed with the spirit of sacrifiee.
Every true worker who would leave the world better than he found it must
count on making personal sacrifice. Especially have the great spiritual
teachers of the race achicved success only through much tribulation.
Socrates had to drink the fatal hemlock as the price of enlightening his
countrymen with respect to the mysteries of life and the hereafter.  Moses
suffered the repreaches and the provoeations of the people whom e
rescued feom bondage and to whom he unfolded truths concerning God
and righteousness. And to mention only a few names of more modern
times—David Drainerd and William Carey, Livingstone and Ianniungton,
Juhn Williams and the two Gordons, who have made moral wastes fruitful
and attractive—havo achicved their suzcesses throngh the sacrifice of self.
They counted not their lifo dear unto themselves that they might finish
their course with joy. They were filled with the spirit of Him in
whose miunistry they served, and who gave lis life 8 ransom for many.
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From one point of view 1lis ministry might be pronounced a fuilure.
e rallied around Him a few followers, but they were of no account
in the society of Jerusalem or of Iome.  Ie came {o establish a kingdom,
hut He sutfered the death of a malefactor. The new movement seemed
to have collapsed in His ignimonious crucifixion.  DBut IHis death has
yuickened the pulses of humanity, and inspired the world with a living
hope. DBy the cruss Ho compured. e saved a lost rice, and won
a name that is above everviame.  Iis kingdom now givdles the globe,
Modemn civilization amd all the glory of these Ler centuiies have been
the fiuit of i =aerifice.  “The best benefactors of muankind gave
surremndered all to promote the wellare of others. You who purpose
guing info foreign mission service wmust necesearily saerifice mueh when
you fursake the attrastions and advantages of civilized life to bring the
blessiugs of lght and freedom, and sucial refinement, and religious peace
and comfort to the heathen in their darkness and degradation, tv give
counsel and the inspivetion of hwpe to thuse who are perplexed and dis
heartened with the difticultics that heset them, possibly to suffer perseen-
tion or martyrdom for the goud of those who are tormented by their
superstitivus fears,  We thank God that you have the heart to do this.
But it i« not of the missionary to the savage amd crnel heathen only that
that the self-sacrificing, matyr spiit is vequived.  Thuse who ate to canry
the gospel to omr enthralled French-Canadian fellow-citizens, or to the
sparse and stragaling settlers of the Northwest and of the older Provinees
ef the Dominion, need to be men equally furgeiful of self for the greater
glory of God and the spiritual envielnment of thuse among whom they
Jubour. In fact no one ean veasonably expeet to be successtul even in the
caltivated centres of population, where all the chureli machinery of the
most approved kind is in motien, and willing workers rally around him to
lighten his burdens, except by making constant sarseneder of welf, exhanst-
ing heart and Lrain, and foregoing legitimate personal considemiivns, if by
so doing he may lead to higher planes of thought and experience any who
are living in the lower realm of the trnsitory and the unreal, of self and
that workd. Dut out of this experienee you will distil your highest enjoy-
ment.  Marlyrs for the King of saints have been trivinphapt at the stake
and on the mck. For their sacrilice they received a hundred fold myre
even in this life.  You are not your own. Ireely you have reccived,
freely give—strength, time, heart, mind. acquisitions of knowledge aud
experience, life itself, for Him who gave Himself for you.

I bid yon God-speed in the work of life.  Be strong, be courageous, he
true, be faithful.  Let your service to God and humanity be the very best
in your power. I trust that from day to day tho light which lightcucth
cvery man coming into the world may illuminate your intellect and
quicken your spirit, so that labour will not be accompanied by a sense of
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weariness, but may bring joy and gladness to your hearts; that as you help
men to escape from the toils of sin and to abtain the gloriousliberty where-
with the Son maketh free, yoursense of the divine condescension and love
may be enlarged, that the resolve already made by cach one of you * ¥or
to me to live is Christ,” may be strengthencd, and that your growing ex-
perience may be that He is throwing his completeness round your incom-
Dleteness, round your restlessness IHis rest.

THE PRINCIPAL’S STATEMENT.

In closing this session I have little to say beyond what has
already been expressed. Two hundred and thirty-two volumes have
been added to the library during the past year. Twenty-iwo vol-
umes were purchased and the rest presented by the following gentle-
men :—Rev. L. H. Jordan, 23 vols., comprising two encyclopmdias (Mac-
Clintock & Strong’s and Schaff IHerzog's) and Critical Grecks Texts of
the Old and New Testament, by Tischendorf, Tregelles, Westcott and
Hart; P. S. Ross, Esq., 56 vols.; Rev. Aaron Matthews, England, 5 vols.;
Sir Wm. Dawson, 3 vol; Rev. II. Reube, 5 vols.; Mr. John MacDougall,
15 vols.; Mr. Murdoch Mackenzie, 10 vols.; Rev. Prof. Cawplell, 7 vols.;
Mr. J. 1. MacViear, 16 vols.; . Morrice, Esq., chairman of the college
hoard, 18 vols. Mr. Morrice also presents a valuable and most useful work
to cach member of the graduating class, and asks me now to request their
acceptance of the smme. I tender comdial thanks to all who have kindly
remembered our library and added to its treasures. The valuable encyclo-
pedia aed Greek texts fittingly take their place along with others already
in our possession, some of which were the gift of the same generous donor.
We are to-night placed under special obligations to Mrs. James Fairio for
her gift to the college of that costly, beantiful and admirable organ which
now adoms our convocation hall.  In hehalf of the college and of all the
students I very heartily thank Mrs. Fairie for this liberal and appropriate
contribution to our equipment.  The design, the workmanship aud general
qualitics of the instrument reflect the highest creddit upon the builders,
Messrs. Bell & Co., of Guelph. Our being put in possession of it is, as
Mr. Jordan has intimated, a new departure in college matters in Canada;
and as we have had the happiness to initiate improvements from time to
timo there is little doubt that our example in this case will soon be
followed by others. Through the valuable and unremuncrated services of
Mr. A. C. Hutchison, we have for years past given some clemnentary know-
ledge of ccclesiustical archilecture, so as to save ministers and congrega-
tions, il pussible, from cgregious blunders in this department.  Musical
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instruction is included in our curriculum, and now, through the kindness

of vur benefactor of to-night, we shall be better able to secure the culture
in this respeet which is so helpful to missionaries and ministers. Eighty

students have been in attendance during the past session.  The graduating

class of to-night numbers fifteen, and is the largest we have yet sent ont.

Adding their names to the present roll of alummi brings it up to 154

This is inclusive of ministers honored by the Scnate with degrees in

recognition of their worth and distinguished service to the church and tiw
cause of sacred learning.  Four of the members of the out-going class are
French, and will be engaged in educational and missionary work amonyg
their fellow-countrymen.  Four others have offered themselves for the

fowign ficld, and are likely, in the good Providence of Gud, to enter npun
it during the current year. It is highly gratifying to be able to announse

that the outfit, the travelling expenses and salaries of three of these mis-
sionaries to the heathen are provided by the Christian liberlity of our
people in Montreal.  Last sprivg St. Paul's church did this in the
cise of Mr. Geo. Mackelvie, who then finished his studies with us, and
is now in India as our first forcign missionaoy. Lhree of those who
_take leave of us at this time are destined for the Province of Honan.

China, and are to bo sustained in the following manmner: Mr John
MacDougall by Erskine church, Mr. Murdoch Mackenzie by Mr. David
Yuile, an elder in that church, and Mr. Jolm . MacViear by Crescent
Street church, o which 1t was my privilege to minister during my fint
cight years in Montreal.  Mr. Jolm J. Forbes has applied to the American
BLuard of Fortign missions for an appointment in any field they may be
pleased to select. 1 heartily rejoice in the develupmment of the missionary
spirit among our students and the churches of the city, and especially in
the fact that five of gur alumni are so soon v be witnesses for Chirist among
the perishing millions of heathendom.  May they be followed by many
more in coming years.  The vast majority of our graduates have hitherto
remained in our own country, but to have all do so would be to disregard
the Master's command to go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature. We disown a narrow provincial spirit, and claim to be
cosmopolitan, to be true to our college molto, * Sermonem vite prot-n-
dentes” holding forth the word of life, and that 1o men of all tribes and
kindreds. There need be no alarm as {o antagonismt between home and
forcign mission work, or as te means being forthcoming to carry on both to
an exten? hitherlo scarcely contemplated.  There are resources enough in
hiands of Presbyterians in this city alone to send out scores of missionaties ;
and were the spirit of God in answer o prayer to descend upon us in His
quickening power, these resources would soon be at His disposal, und yourg
men and young wemen would be moved in ever increasing numbers to ofier
themselves for service, saying, cach one, * Here am I ; send me.” 1 do not
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wish it to be supposed, however, that I approve of diminished energy and
forvor in huue mission work, and especially in the most necessary and
difticult part of it in this province of Quebee. The trond of recent ovents
calls us to redouble our efforts here, and in doing so we are entitled to look
for hearty support from all parts of the land. What men need to make
them free, progressive and united citizens of this great Dominion is not an
inerease of political manipulators in church or state, but the teaching of
God's truth and spirit. And the record of our college in scatiering the
truth from this centre among all classes of our population is eminemtly
satisfactory, and hence the strong hold which I am persuaded we have upon
the sympathies of onr church east and west.  Membars of the faculty and
others have referred in suitable terms to what we are dving in advancing
theolugical learning, and to the high standing faken by our students both
in the university and in our own classes.  Permit me to add that I value
eyually their zeal in carrying the gospel into the homes of the ignorant and
superstitious, because Icannot forget that the church may abound in secular
and even biblical learni. g and still be destitute of the Christian love, faith
and courage necessaey for this purpese. We exist here for practieal as
well as academic ends. We ave far from having realized our ideal or
having altained perfection, and, therefore, wo invoke the help of all our
friends and benefactors, aud especially of those who as a class are so loyal
and true, and who have enjoyed the {raining imparted in these halls.  Our
very surroundings point to the facl tha: we Iave 3 high and glorious mission
to fulfil. God has placed us here for a speeial purpose, and by His
almighty help and the prayers and co-operation of His people let us uot
grow weary or faint-hearted nutil it is accomplished.
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STUDEXNT LIFE.

The regular quarterly meeting of Preshytery was held in the Convoca-
tion Hall of the college on March 19,

On Wednesday, the 20th, the Women's Foreingn Missionary Society
hold its quarterly meeting in the same hall.

A gentlewuan having heard that a deceased lawyer had loft behind  him
very fow offects, observed : “ I can casily believe it, for he had very fow
causes I”

The Young People’s Sucioty of St. Gabriel Church extended a kind in-
vitation to the students to join them in a seireo in the church parlors on
the evening of Monday, March 11, A large number responded, and a very
pleasant evening wasapent.  The programme consisted of music, recitations,
and a number of short addresses.  If the pleasuro enjoyed is payment for
courtesy extended, the young Iadies had adequate reward.

On the evening of Tuesday, April 2nd, a social gathering was held in
Crescent Street Churehy, to which Dr. Kelly, on behalf of the Churca, cor-
dially invited the students. Many were prevented from availing them-
selves of the invitation by the proximity of oxaminations, but those who
who were able to be present enjoyed one of those pleasant evenings for
which Crescent Street Church has earned a reputation.

An cxcellent group photo of the retiring editorial stafl has been taken.

Two other groups have recently heen takon in tho college. Ouno is the
annual class photo of the graduating class in theology. Tho background
of the picturo is formed by a section of the library, in front of the alcoves
of which the students are grouped around their Principal and professors-
Tho othor group is a unique one; it is that of ono of the dining-room
tables surrounded by those who daily gather at it. Scveml of these are
members of the graduating class, and it was docided, beforo separating, to
havo a photo taken of the table at which they had spont so many pleasant
aud profitable hours together.
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The attvactiveness of the reading room has slill further been added to
hy the transtor of & portion of the euviosities stored in the gallery of the
library, to the shelves of its wall ¢ases.  On the ovening of the convorsa-
zione these wore opened for the inspoection of visitors.

Among these curiosilies were some half dozen native dresses (so-called)
brought hy missionavies from the South Seas.  The euator of the library,
with commuendable zeal for the completion of an outfit for the missionavies,
donated 1o each w dress from the surplus stock in his possession.

Rev. AL Ogilvie, who received the degree of Bacholor of Divinity at the
recent convoration was, the day previous, juited in the honds of holy wed.
lock to Miss Sutherland, of Qil Springs, Onl. Thoe auspicions ovent
coupled with the cevemony of the following evening formed a happy
transter of honours, when Mr, Ogilvio vecoived the hicod of Bacholor of
Divinity in licu of his discarded bachelorhood of humanity.

It is & xave duty to chronicle the saerifice of & student on the altar of
hymen, yot if roport speaks true, and the numbor of faivy forms which
have graced the college halls of Inte be any eriterion, many of the graduat-
Ing elass will searee have left the shelter of their Alma Mator before sue-
cumbing to the seductive influences of that wily god.  “The outfits of sove-
ral of the prospeetive missionaries are being duplieated, the furnituro ware-
houses of the city aro heing ransacked, whilo the eloser prisonors of Cupiil
are devoting theiv time to invitation cards and wedding favors, and one, »
tyro in the art of love, desivous of omulating his brethren is ongaged in
conning the pages of “ How ————— found his wife.” Thoy go the
way of all flesh.  To these who remain, veady to take wup tho’burden of
sinother session, the words of the poet {o the soul of the young man come
in warning and encouragemeut,—

Y J.et us then be up and woaning,
With o heart for any mate;
Still proposing, still pursuing,
Learn to court her and to wait.™

“Though matehes are all made in heaven, they say,
Yet Hymen, who mischief oft hatches,
Sometimes deals with the houge t'other side of the way,
And there they make Lucifermatches.”

A handsome parlor lamp was presented by tho students to Mrs. Young




Student  Life. A7

at the elore of the session, ns a token of their apprecinstion of the unremit-
ting rorvices of hewsolf and My, Youuy in their behalf,  Me, Mackenzie,
in presonting the lamp, exprossod the gratitude of the etudents for her
Kindness in sickness, as woll an for the exeollont sorvico in the dining-room
and the plensant velations which have always oxisted hetwosn the students
and themsolves sineo their coming three yems ago. Mirs Cracio was ko
presented with n work-hox for hiey own use,

At tho third yoar fablo o lively disenssion wan going ou. s fow on,
for it existe’ waid one. “ Poseibly,” nuawered asecond, “at leant il's not
becoming, fow gignomenon” ¢ Both wrong,” remrked the man with o
laughy, i’ Lowme mn What were they talking about?  Only his hesi
taling moustache,

Wo would not chargo the Vaiedictorian with ealling hia £ How graduntea
doublo-fueod, yol ho mado an invidions compmrison in likening them to the
Roman Janug, who with one countonanens gazed uekwaid over the puat
and with anothor peered anxiously into the hidden future,

By the kind invitation of Mr. Young the stoward, the Principad and
professors dined in the colloge dining=toom on the day of convoealion,

At the close of the meal, the Prineipal, in vesponse to the enlls of the
atndenty, arose and addreased Thew briefly, expressing the pleasure he bad
alweys received from the work of the gradanting elavs, sl his regrel a
parting from them, with his wish for ruceess in their fulnrs ministrafiona,
The professors and weveral graduates followed with shore fiprompty
apoechor, afaculations thoy might be called.  Among thesa Professor Cong.
sitab mado the speecht of the day.  * Yonr dinuer,” ha said, *is better
propaved than T am.”

The amnual conversaziono took place on the evening of Friday, the Sthe
inst.  The gathering was one of the most succesgful ever held under the
angpices of the students,  In response o the invitstions ahout 600 guesis
sasombled in tho Convocation Hall, which by the kind assistances of several
of the fricnds of the College was tastily decorated for the occasion.  The
Libravy was opened and some of its treasures digplayod for the inspection
of the guests, and on the centre tably o stereoxkcope was gel up accompanied
by a large set of visws,  The Reading-rvom presented an attractive appear-
anco wita ita flag derorations and the embryo museum which hzs been
transferred from the Libravy to its wall caxes. At the closs of « short pro-
grannoe of instramental and voeal muaie, the huildings wers thrown opem
to the guosts, and corridor, class-roumn and dormitory were soon flooded



474 Presbyterian College Journad.

with life and beauty and animation. The College scemed for a while to
forget its stern lecture-room and silent study in the smiles and laughtor of
its visitors. “Such might in college ne’er had been” and—soon—again
shall e ” let us say, reversing the poet's latter thought. Our thanks are
due to Willis & Co., who loaned the piano, to the ladies who kindly
assisted in the decorations, and to those who contributed so largely towards
the success of the gathering by taking part in the programme.

And now, before I drop tho curtain, let me peform the last duty of my
office. I thank you, kind reader, for the consideration I have always met
at your hands, Consideration is so dillerent from a club that I appreciate
your forbearance. The local editor may claim indulgence since his manner
is so intimately dependent on his matter, and his matter is guaged by the
events of college life. But with all your indulgence I am conseious of
many failures, and I can only atone for my faults by introducing to you
one who will more ably and more acceptably fulfil the duties of the

vllice,—my reader, Mr. Decks, my suceessor.
R. MacDouGaLL.

REPORTER’S FOLIO.
PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY.

During the month of March this Society held three mectings. At the
first the annnal competition for prizes in reading and speaking took place.
This tempted a greater number of students than usual to leave their books
and assemble in Lecture Room No. 1. The contest in public speaking
came ofl firtst. Threo gentlemen held forth cloquently on ¢ The Time and
our Duty.” Mr. It Johuston, ID.A., was awarded the prize. Then came
the English Reading. Again three candidates cameo forward and vied
with one another in working up the imaginations of a somowhat sleepy
audience by reading a description of a storm at sea. Mr. W. A. Cook
was the victor. Mr. L. Giroux succecded in sccuxing the first placo as
French Reader.

At the next mecting the business of the JourNaL was discussed, and
the stait for 1889-90 was clected. The following is the result of the eloc-
tion :—Editor-in-Chief; C. W. Whyte, B.A.; Associate Editors; J. Nai-
smith, B.A., W. A. Cook, and D. J. Fraser; Local Editor; W. E. Deoks;
Reporting Editor, D. MacVicar; Corresponding Editor, H. C. Sutherland ;
French Editors, W. Charles, B.A., B. Sc., C. . Vessot; Treasurer, A.
MacGregor ; Business Committee, J. R, Dobson, J. Tayler.
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At tho third meeting the annual report was yoad by the corresponding
seeretary, and the following officers were elected for next session :—Presi-
dent, J. Naismith, B.A.; First Viee-Presidont, W. A. Cook; Second Vice-
President, Robert MacDougall; Recording Secretary, A. C. Reoves;
Corresponding Secretary, N. A. MacLeod ; Treasurer, W, D, Reid; Seere-
tayy of Committee, R. Tener; Councillors, C. M. Vessot, C. J. Hastings,
1., Eadie, A. Russell and W. Patterson.

A hearly vote of thanks was tendered to the retiring officess, and, as
this was the last meeting of the year, the members of the graduating class,
who were present, were called upon for speeches. They responded willingly,
rcferring to the work of the past and speaking words of encouragement for
the future.

MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The last regular meeting of this society was held on March 19th. The
evening was occupied with husiness appertaining to the French Mission
Sehool. M. Rochester reported that he had reeeived as a collection from
the Presbyterian church at St. Andrews, P.Q., the sum of sixteen dollars,
M. Vessot stated that he had brought the matter before several of the city
congregations, and had been everywhere kindly received.  The committee
of management for Dr. Pierson’s lecture reported that the collection at that
meeting amounted to about §100. At this stage a hearty vote of thanks
was passed to Sir Wm. Dawson for presiding, to Dr. Wells and his con-
aregation for the use of their church, and to Mr. Iain for his services as
pmecentor.

The French Mission School Commiftee were instructed to purchase a
suitable site, and, if deemed advisable, to proceed at once with the work of
Luilding. M. C. H. Vessot was then appointed to visit the various con-
gregations throughout Ontario and Quebec during the ensuing summer, for
the purpose of soliciting subscriptions for the school.
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GRADUATES' REGISTER.
(Continued.)
Class 1887.

Drucros, Joun Ezra.—Born Budport Vt. Arts course in Queen's
College, Kingston, obtaining B.A. 8% ; Theological course in Queen s
Colle"e 18485 5, Union 'lhcolo"lt..xl .Sumn'ny New York, '85-36,
I’resb\'teuan College, Monhe'\l '86-87.  Mission work at Leslie,
Ont., Cape Dreton, °N. S., Manitoba, Peterboro’, Ont., Joliette, (iuc.
Ordrined by ]’usb)t,er) of Lanark and Renfrew Jupe 28, B
Minister at Litchfield, Que., '87

GrouLx, ALBERT B.—Born Belle Riviére, Que.,, March 1, 183S.
Literary and Theological course in Presbyterian College, Montreal.
Mission work at West Farnham, Grenville, Otter Lake, Imsdon
Namur, Que.  Ordained by Presbytery of Montreal Apnl ...., 87,
Ordained Missionary at Lachute, &c.,’87-¢ &, Grenville, &

LoiseLLE, HExry Ocrave—DBorn Ste. Philoméne, Que., July 26, 1860.
Literary and Theological course in Presbyterian Collego, Montreal.
Mission work at M: 1511.xm, Ste. Philomctne, St. Jude, (euc Ordained
by Presbytery of Montreal April 22,°'87. Ordained Missionary at
St. Jude, &c., Que., '87-'88, N:nnur, Que., 88—,

RoONDEAU, SAMUEL—Born St. Elizabeth, Que., Jan. 26, 1859. Arts
course in McGill College, obtaining B.A. 84 ; Theological comrse in
Presbyterian College, Montrc'\l obt:unm" "old medal.  Mission
work at Namur, St. Hyrciathe, Montcbello, West Farnham, Que.
Ordained by Presbytery of Montreal, April 22, '87. Ordained
Missionmry at Sudbury, Ont., '87-'88, "North Iy, Ont., 88 (April
to October). Minister at Ottawa (French Clmuh) 8N

THOMPSON, GEORGE JonuN ANLEY—Born Carbonear, Nfid,, May 9,
1861. Arts comrse in MceGill College, obtaining ILA. "85, M.A."88;
Theological comse at Preshyterian College, Montreal, obtaining
silver medal.  Took post graduate comse in Theology, obtaining
B.D. '88, also read post-graduate cowrse in Philosophy, obtaining
Ph.D. from Illinois Wesleyan University, 88, Mission work in
Muskoka district. Ordained by Presbytery of London Sept. 25, '8s.
Minister at Proof Line, Ont., '88

WADDELL, NaTHAN—Born Osgoode, Ont,, Oct. 133, 1857, Literary
and Theological course in 1’1csb\tcmn Collcg(-, .\Ionheal obtaining
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B.D. "88. Mission work at Crysler, Winchester Springs, and N.
Williamsburgh, Ont., Avoea, Mille Isles, Que. Ordsined by Pres-
bytery of Montre’x] M.L) 23, '87. Minister at Russeltown, Que.,
87 .

Class 1888S.

GRANT, ANDREW S—Born Laguerre, Que. Arts course in
MeGill College, obtaining I, A '85.  Theological cowsse in Pres-
bytcu.m (,ollwe, Montxe'zl, ubtuiuing B.D. '88. Postgraduate
course in E dmbm"h Mission work at Ldmonton, N.W.T. Victoria
Mission, Montreal

HARGRAVE, Isaac L—Arts course in McGill College, Montreal, ob-
taining D.A. 86 ; Theological course in Presbyterian College, Mont-
real. Mission \\'01L in Manitoba.

HexpersoN, RopErt—Born Clarke, Ont..  Theological course in
1’1c>b\tunn College, Montreal.  Mission work '\t, Banda Smiths’
Mills and Airlie, Oakwood and Cambray, Ont.

Hiceins, soserii H—Born Brucefield, Ont., 1857. Arts course in
McGill College, obtaining B.A. "85 ; l‘hcolo"ncml course in Presby-
terian Collc'w. Montreal, ol)t ining sﬂvu mul.\l Mission work at
I;usscltown, Que., l:uublouk (nyu-'t, Petrolia, Hallville, Bruce-
field, Ont. Ordained by Presbytery of Brockville Oct. 2, '88.
Ministcr at Iallville, Ont., '$8——.

LaxgroN, Joseeit Fraxcis—Born Watertown, \*Y, May 5, 1862.
Arts course in MeGill College, obtaining B.A. 8T ; Theological
course Wesloyan College (ono sussmn) and Preshyterian Colle"e
Montreal.  Mission work at Sawyerville, Maganettawan, Ont.
Ordained by 1’1c~b)tely of Montreal May 15, '88.  Minister at
Rockburn and Gore, '88

LawriN, FrepErick Howe—Born Alberton, P.EL, June 19, 1862.
Arts course in Dalhousie College, Halifax (two sessxom) and McGill
College, obtaining B.A. '88; Theological course in Preshytorian
Colle"e, Montreal.  Mission work at Salisbmy and  Petitcodiac,
N.B. OQrdained by Presbytery of Montreal April 20, 88, Oxdained
Missionary and afterwards Minister in Westminster bhurch, Lowell,
Mass., 'S¢

MarT1y, JouN CaMpBELL—Born Brown'’s Creck, P.EX, Dec. 28, 1860.
Arts comse in McGill College, obfaining ]’ A, ’\o, 'lhcolo"ncﬂ
course in Union Seminary, New York, -\5-\\6, and I’rcsbytcmn
College, Montreal, obtaining gold medal.  Mission work at Chambly
and Longueuil, Waogdville and Caledonia, Dundas and Cardigan,
Lm"wxck ])alhou\w Mills and Cite St. George, West l'arnh'tm, St
Elmo and Dominionville. Ordained by Dresbytery of Montreal
June 26, '8¢, Minister st Dundee, Que., '88 .
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MACFARLANE, JAMES ANDERSON—DBorn Clarendon, Que., Jan. 11,
1861, Alts cowrse in McGill Collage, obtaining B.A. wnth Prinee
of Wales medal '85; M.A. '88. Theological course in Presbyterian
College, Montreal, and post-graduate comse in Idinburgh. Missivn
work at Iardley, Que,

McKELViE GEORGE—Born Tyrone Co,, Ireland, 1859, Arts course
in Glasgow University, obtaining \I A.'S8t; Theological course in
Gl.lwu\» University (t\so seeswm) and l’u-dn terian Lollof'c, Momt-
real.  Mission work in Dalmanoek Parish, Gk EOW, Ordained by
Lresbytery of Montreal May 27, 'S8, Missionary y at Mhow, Cential
India, 88

MACLENNAN, MarcoLM—Born Uig, Lewis, Scotland, May, 22, 1862.
Arts course in Morrin College, Quehec, *83-83, and McGill College,
Montreal, vbiaining ..\, ’\‘7. Theological comse Preshy terian
College, .\Ionhcnl obt.umn" B.DD. 'S8, Mission work at Massawi ippi.
Mashovo, Luke \Icgantxc (mu]l Que.  Oudained by Presbhytery
of Glengarry July 9, '83. Minister at [Indian Lands, Oat., 88—

MacWinniams, AXprREW—DBorn Thames Road, Ont.,, March 11, 1856.
Arts cowrse in MceGill College, uh(.-.mm" B.A. ’86; Theological
course in Presbyterian (ﬂ‘ollcgo, Montreal. ~ Mission work at Ileck-
ston and S, Mountain, Goderich, Ont.  Oxdained by Presbytery of
Brockville, June 12¢ 788, Ministcr of Heckston and S, Mountaiu,
Unt., '88——.

WaLLace, WiLLian Eser—Born N. Gower, Ont Oct. 30, 1800
Arts comse in MeGill College, obtaining B.A 'bG 'lhcolu"u
course in Presbyterian Collo"c \Ionhcl] \lmion work at I)csm't.
Que., (.,h.lplmu, Jarret’s Cumuz and Rugby, Ont.  Ordained by
Pl('\b\(('l) of Orangev 1llc Ordained meux.:n; at Maple Valley
and Linghampton, ()nt

Class 1889.

Bourcory, Jur.es—Granted diploma by special examination. Born
at Gl ay, IFrance, Feb. 28, 1845,  Iiducated at Institute of Glay, aml
came to Canada 1868. ]-)vnnge]ist. in Quebec and Montreal, At

* present Principal of Pointe aux Trembles School.

CaMPBELL, DAviD—Born at Markinch, Fifeshire, Scotland, Dec. 20,
1860, ther’uy course in New Collc"c, Idin., and l'dmhuwh
University (4 years). Lay Assistant 8t. Audrews Episcopal church,
Ldin., and student missionary at Straiton (hear Edin).,  Missien
stations in Canada, Russeltown, Pt. St. Charles, Rockburn, Spring-
field, Ont

CAYER, PAUL NAPOLEON.—Born at L'Ange Gardicn, March 9, 1863
Educated in R.C. school at I Ange G’udxcn,.\nd converted in Pointo
aux Trembles school. Litermy cowse in Presbyterian College,
}I(lmtrcal Mission stations, West Farnham, Olter Lake, Montubcllo,

olictte.
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Corg, JosErn EMERY—Born at Ste. Bridget, P. Q., Jan. 30, 1861.

Converted in Pte. aux Trembles school.  Literary course in Presby-
terian  College, Montreal. Mission stations, Ilarringten, P.Q.,
Dalkeith, Ont., Port Yersil, Otter Lake, Montebello, L'Ange
Gardien.

DEWwAR, DoNaLb LatenrLin—DBorn at Glensandfield, Ont., May 28,
1859,  Attended Alexandivia Iligh School and MeGill College.
Obtained B.A. at Queen’s University, Kingston. Theological
course in Presbylerian College, Montreal.  Mission stations, Cobo-
conk, Mattawa, 15, Templeton, Sharbot Lake, N. Hastings, Eseu-
minae, South Italls.

FounuEs, Jonx James—DBorn at Free Manse Drumblade, Aberdeen-
shire, Seotland, Dee. 10, 1858, Pavish school Drumblade ; New
Town Grammar School, Aberdeen; King’s College (Arts), Old
Aberdeen 3 Marischal (Medical) College, Aberdeen ; Iidinburgh
University 5 Royal College of Surgeons, Jdin.; mission stations,
West Funhan, Johnson and Daywood, Ont,

Jouxstox Roperr—Born at Kincardine, Ont, May 18, 1862.
Attendcd Kineardine High School.  Arts cowrse in McGill, obtain-
ing B.A, with Lansdowne gold medal, Arts valedictorian. Joint
city missionuy (of Crescent St church) in Griffintown, Montreal.
Gold medallist and valedictorian in Theology.

Lops, ALBERT JonNx—DBorn at Courbevoie, France, Feb. 8, 1859.
Attended Pte. anx Trembles school.  Literary course in FPresby-
terian College, Moutreal.  Mission stations, Two Mountains, LiAunge
Gardien, Hwrington, Yort Pewsil, Otter Lake.

MacDovaarn, Jouy—Born at Ormistown, P.Q., Scept. 14, 1862.
Attended Huntingdon Academy.  Axts course in Metiill, obtaining
LA, with Prince of Wales gold medal in Philosuphy. Mission
stations, Oseeola, Ont., and Mousomin, Man,

McInrary, JouN Stuart—Born in Township of Darling, Co. Lan-
ark, Ont,, May 14th, 1838, Attended Public School of Lanark,
then Path Colleginte Institute. Literary course in Presbyterian
Coliege, Montreal. Mission statious, Muskoka, Sombra, Welland
Port, Mattawa, E. Constable, N.Y., Gravenhurst.

MacLeaN, JAMES ALEXANDER—Born at Finch, Stormont Co., May
131h, 1860, Attended Morrisburg 1ligh School. Literary course
in Presbyterian College, Montreal.  Mission stations, Lake Megan-
tic, Morton, E. Lancaster, Collingwood, Bearbrook.

MacLeon, Murpoc J.—Born at Valleyfield, P. E. I, 1861. At-
tended common school, Valleyficld, Mt. Buchannan grammar
school and Princo of Wales College, Charlottetown. Arts course
in McGill, taking B.A. Mission stations, Sturgeon Falls, Eardley,
Maxville, Xi. Templeton, Princo Edward Island.
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MacKexzie, MurbocH—Born in the Parish of Edderton, Ross-shire,
Scotland, June 17th, 1858, Scotsburn .and Tain Free Schouls.
Literary course in Presbyterian College, Montreal. Mission stations,
Lake Megantic, Marsboro’, Kirkhill, Scotstown.

MacVicar, Jouxy Harvey—DBorn in Montreal, March 21st, 1864.
High School, Montreal, and private tuition. Arts course in MeGill,
taking B.A. Joint city missionary (of Crescent St. Church) in
Griftintown, Montreal.

Russenn, Warter—Born at Bristol, P.Q., Dee. 23rd, 1860. At-
tended Dristol School and Ottawa Collegiate Institute. Arts course
in McGill, taking D.A. Mission stations, Sharen, Man., Sturgeon
Falls, Eardley and Onslow.

Class 1873.

(Omission.)

Mackay, GEORGE—Theological course in Presbyterian College,
Montreal. Ordained by Presbytery of Montireal Nov. 5, '73.
Minister at Laguerre, Que., '73-78, Leeds, Que., '78-"81, Osgoode:
and Keomore, Ont., '81-'83, Cartwright and Ballydufl, Ont.,
'54-'88.




