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DIVINITY.

[FOR THE WESLEYAN.]

THE TREE OF LIFE.

0 Su he drove out the man ; and he yluced at the east
of thegarden of Fden, Cherubims und a flaming
sword whick turned every way, (o kecp the way of
the trec of life’—QGen. dii. 24,

Wausn all things were prepared for the suitable
reception of the being whom God desizned to be
his vicegerent on ezxﬁl, he again put forth the
haud of his power—touched the slumbering clod
—aud iustantly man quivered into life, and stood
forth, bearing upon him the image and likencss
of his Maker, & And the Lord God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into lhis
nostrils the breath of lite 5 and man became a liv-
ing soul.” Such was the act of God an our crea-
tion—2un act, in which omnipotence developed its
enctgy to giatify the yeainings of infinite love.
Befote ¢ the tiver of life,?? Lhowever, sent out this
additional and beautiful stream, the adorable “I'si-
ity held a solemn council, and the result of the
divine deliherations was, to form man : yea, ¢« Let
us wmake man in our image, after our likceness
and that his jurisdiction might harmonize with
his exalted pedigree, it was decreed that he should
have dominion over the earth, and over all that
dwelt therein, Gen. i. 26, 27,

Man was now supremely happy: a garden
Mauted by the hand that < Laid the foundation of
the earth,”? and embeilished by the skill that
46 garnishied the lieavens,’? was his dwelling-place
—the unprohibited luxuries of paradise were bis
daily repast—the winds, perfuracd with the odour
which issues from the divine presence, breathed
only to refresh him—thc seas und rivers flowed
peaceably, and as they sent foith their contribu-
tions to the ocean, they bathed his vast and mag-
nificent plantations. A sun that had never been
vbscured by a cloud, pourcd a flood of light upon
Lis happy days—dusing the night season, the
moon shed a lustre which relieved the datkness,
sod made it agrecalile—the sturs, like butning
lamps, were suspended fiem the lofty dome of his
snpetd palace ; the angeis and archangels minis-
teted unto him—and all the irrational ttibes, ac-
knowledging lis delegated authoiity, evinced
their suljection by unqualitied obedience,

1a 2ddition to these Limmunitics and honoars,
the Spitit of God lived in his heing ; the moral
image of God was retiected in his soul; the love
of Cod was shed alcoad in his heart; and « a3y
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away,” lay stretched out before him.
In a word—cntichrd by the blessing—cxalted by
the favour—ennobled by the patronage—and sup-
plied by the muuiticence of Jehovah, Adzm com-
menced his prodation for heaven ; and although
he was amply provided with every thing essen-
tial to Lis unintermupted and final peneverence,
he yiclied to the tempter; felt from his holy con-
dition ; forfeited all hisadvantages ; entailed cor-
vaplion, deathy and liclly wpon all his posterity 5
and was driven from thie garden of Fden, a cul-
prity and an eaile; and was sent into the wilder-
ness 1o 41l the ground,? and <€ jn the sweat of
his face?? earn a subsistence, uatil he should re-
tun unto the carth, out of which he was taken.
¢ So ke drove out the man 5 and he placcd 2t the
east of the garden of Eden, Cherubims and a
flaming swonl, which tumned every way, to keep
the way of Tu»: Taxe: or Live?

The cause of Adam’s cxpulsion is stated in the
17th verre of this chapter.  The Almighty wade
him a grant of all the tices in the garden but one:
this was called “the trce of the kunowledze of

goad and evil;” and the fruit thereof was thus
solemnly prohibited: « Of the tree of the know-
ledge of goud and evil, thou shalt not cat of it ;
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surcly die.” e tiensgressed this law; was dii-
ven out of his delightful abode ; and through his
disobedience, the @ tiee of kuowledge? became
a cause of ignorance ; and «Tha Trer oF Lire??
asource of death. In Adam’s banishment from
Eden, we discaver, 1. His unlitness for heaven,o,”
which Eden was a figure. 2. A manifestation of
his Creator’s displeasure. 3. A display of justice
and mercy—one demanding condign satislaction,
and the other devising a mode by which that sa-
tisfaction inixht be rendered. ¢ The angels which
kept not their first estate,” fell, self-teinpted—
self-polluted, and are left without a Redeemer;
but for the cluldren of men God found out a ran-
som. Heb. ii. 14, 15, 16.

After the Almighty had diiven Adam out of
Paradise, he placed Cheralin and 2 fluming
sword, to guatd ¢ Tur Inee or Lire?? Two
reasons are ussigned for the name given to this in-
teidicted plant, 1. It is called ¢ Tue Taxe oF
Lirg,’? because it was the natural means which
Gud provided for perpetuating human life; and 2,
Becausc it was a sacramental pledge for the con-
tinuat enjoyment of that life, uponnzn’s petfect
obedience.

1. This trce was placed in the midst of the
garden.

The tabernacle was set vp in the saidst of the
camp, that the light of the divine countenence
might beam upon the whole congregation; the
vail of the temple was rent 1n the midst, that both
Jews and Gentiles might have access unto Cod by
ancew und a living way ; in lleaven, the Lamb
apparently slain, is <¢inthe mwst of the throne,”
that all < from every nation under heaven’ may
obtain <« the joys of his salvatiun;™ and «Tug
Taxk or Lirs’’ was planted in the midst of Eden
for the universal diffusion of immortality through-
out zil generations.

2, This extraordinary {ree 1was also a {upe or
emblem of the hopgiam provided for us inhcaven,
Rev. it. T3 xxii. 23 xn0i. 4,

3. Tb guard this renotened trcey the Lord sta-
tioned armed Cherubim in thc ecstern pert of the

& These cte anorder df angels.  The word is de-
tived from the Hebrew ; and siznities fulness of
knowledge, or onc that soars in conteinglation.
These celestial creatures are very often mention-
ed in the visions of the prophct Ezckiel; and fi-
gures made of gold, and styled ¢ Cherulim,”
were placed on “the Atk of the Covenurt,” the hid
of which, called ¢ the Mercy Sext,”® wos over-
shadowed by their wings ; and from between them
the Lord promised to commune with his chplc.
‘These angelic sentinels were atmed with flaming
swords, ¢ which turned every way, to keep the
way of Tus Taec of Li¥s.?” I the Chetubim,
as many supposs, were cmblematical representa-
tions of the eternal power and godhead of the Al-
mighty ; mizht not theirsword of flame, (the form
or similitude they assumed on itis occasion,) fold-
ing back on il:r{l; and, as it were, fecding on it-
self, be intended to shew that God himsclf would,
for the sius of the world, make =n atoncment to
God—theredy forming a plan of redemplion,
which, in the language of the Aposile, enabled
him to “he just, and the justifier of him which
belim‘;lh i:\hJcn;,s.” RO!;. iii. 26. od

4. This cherubic gnord wes appoinicd to
the way of the tree of life. 7 heer

The way of inzocence—the way of the cove-
nant of works—ihic way of periect obedience.
“ By one man sin enaternd into the waild, and
death by sing™” thetefore, the amly way which

[Nzw Serirs, No. 4.]

now led to ¢ Tuelrer or Lirr? waseflectually
closed. <« Death passed upon all men 3*? hencc-
furth, ¢“by the decds of the law®? no flesh could
be saved; and 21l thatremained tothic whole human
race was ¢a certain fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries.??

But Christ has opened a new way to 4 Taug
Taxf or Lirr.? Heb, x.19,20. He kasbruised
the serpent’s head 5 disarmed the Cherubim; re-
moved the cursz; and ¢ abolished death, and
brought lite and immortality to light through the
gospel.?

Finally, this way fo % Tue Tuig “or Lirs,?
through our Lord Jesus Christ, is open to all, and
all are invsted to come into it. ¢ The wait and
the Biide say come’—the propliets end the apos-
tles say & come??——the preachers of the gospel say
¢ come s and he who hath opened this way that
the redecmed might walk these, confirmeth their
invitations; and cricth out with a voice which
soundeth like «the trumpet of Jubilee,?’— To
him that overcometh will { give tacat of the Trer
& l.,x’n:, which is in the midst of the paradise ot

Axicus.

BDAPTISM.

Ix what form baplism was oiiginally adminis-
tered, has been deened a subject worthy of serious
dispute. Were the people dipped or sprinkled ?
for it is certain Baplo and Baptiso mean both,
“ They were all dipped,” say some. Can any
man suppose that it was possible for John to dip
all the inhalitants of Jesusalemn and Judea, and
of all the country reund about the Jordan? Were
both men and women dipped ? fo. certainly both
came o lus baptism.  “This could never have
comported either with safety or with decency.
Weze they dipped in their clothes?  This would
kave endangered their Yives, if they had ot with
thein change of raiment: and as such a baptism
as Johin’s (howaver adininistered) was, in several
tespects, a new thing in Judea, it is not at all
likely that the peeple weuld come thus provided.
But suppese these were dipped, which I think it
woull be impossible to pove, does it follow, that
in a1! regions of the world, men and women must
e dipped, in order to be evangelically Laplized?
In the castein countiies, bathings were frequent,
Lecause of the heat of the clitate, it being these
so accessary 10 clrantiness and hezlth; but could
our climate, ar a more northerly one, admit of
this with safety, for at lcast three-fouriks of the
year? We may rtest assured that it could not.
And may we not presumne, that if Join had open-
el his commissica m the nosth of Great Britain,
for irany months o: the year, hie would have dip-
ped neither snan vor woaan, unless lic could bave
procured a tejid bath? Thosc who are dipped
o7 imersed - water, in the name of the Holy
Tuirnity, I'helicve to te cvan~elically baptized:
Those who ate washed or speinkled with wates,
in the name of the Pather, 213 of the Son, and
of the Hdly Ghest, 1believe to be equally s0;5 and
the repetition of such a baptism 1 belicve to te
profanc.  Others have a 1ight to believe the cone
tyy i they see good. S et all, itis the thing
significd, and not the mede, which is the essen-
tial patt of the sacrament.

Though «litlle childsen,® they were capable
of geceiving Christ’s blessing,  If Christ embiraced
themr, why shauld not his Cnirch embrace them 7
Why not dedicate them t~ God by baptism 1—-whes
ther that be peodormicd Ly spinkling, washing, or
immersion; for wo need net dispute abeut the
r e oon this paint et every one be fully pers
surded in lus own 1 *nd. | confess, it apjirars to
me greisly heathenish ac d bezbavous, 10 v‘ Ta-
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1onts who profess to believe in that Christ who
loves chilidren, and among them those whose creed
does not prevent them from using infant-baptisw,
depriving their children of an ordinance by which
no soul can prove that they cannot be prolited,
and, through an unaccounfable bigotry or care-
lussaess, withholding from them the privilege of
even a nominal dedication to God; and yet these
very persons are ready enough to fly for a minis-
ter to baptize their cluld wien they suppose itto
he at the point of death! It would be no crime
to pray that such persons should never have the
privilege of hearing, My father !’ or, ¢ My
wothet I from the ips of their own child.

It is casy to carry things to extremes on the
right hand and on the left. In this controvcx?'
there has been too much asperity on all sides, It
is high time this were ended.  To say that we-
teg-hoptism is nothing, because a baptism of the
Sjitit is promised, is not cortect. Baptism, how-
ever administered, is a most important rite in the
chnreh of Christ.  ‘To say that sprinkling or as-
persion is no Gospel-baptism, is as incorrect Jas to
say immersion is none. Such assertions are as
uncluistian as they are uncharitable; and should
be carefully avoided by all those who wish to
promote the great design of the Gospel, glory to
(iod, and peace and guod-will among men. Last-
ly, to assert that infant-baptism is unscriptural, is
as rasi and reprehensible asany of the rest. My~
riads of conscientious people choose to dedicate
their infants to God, by public baptism. “They
12 in the right t—and, by acting thus, follow the
general practice of the Jewish and Christian
church—a practice from which it is as needless
cs it is dangerous to depart,

Baptisin is 2 standing proof of the Divine am-
thenticity of the Christian 1eligion, and a scal of
the truth of the doctrine of justitication by faith,
through the blood of the covenant,

‘I'o the baptism of water a man was admitted
when Le became a proselyte to the Jewish reli-
gion ; and, in this baptism, he promised, in the
most solemn manner, to renounce idolatry, totake
the God of Isracl for Jus God, and to have his life
conformed to the precepts of the Divine law.
But the water which was used on the occasion
was only an emblem of the Holy Ghost. The
soul was considered as ina state of defilement be-~
cause of past sin 3 now, as by that watar the bo-
dy was washed, cleansed, and refreshed, so, by
the influences of the Holy Spirit, the sou! was to
e purificd from its defilement, and strengthencd
ta walk in the way of truth and holiness.

When John came baptizing with water, he gave
the Jews the plainest intimations that this would
not suffice—that this was only typical of thet bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost, under the similitude of
fite, which they must all reccive frem Jesus
Chiist.  Therefote, our Lord asserts that a man
must he born of water and the Ilely Spirit, that
is, of the Holy Ghost, which, represented under
the similitude of water, cleanses, refreshes, and
jutitics the soul.

Reader, hiast thou never had any other baptism
than that of water? If thou hast not had any
other, take Jesus Chiists word for it, thou canst
rof, in thy present state, enter into the kingdom
of God. 1 would not say to thee merely, ¢ Read
what it is to be bo:n of the Spirit ;™ but, ¢ Pray,
0O pray to God incessantly, till hie give thee 1o
icel what is implied in it!?  Remenmber, it is
Jesus only who baptizes with the Holy Ghost.—
Dr. 4. Clarke.

E ILLUSTRATIONS.

SCRIPTUR

CUSTOM OF WEIGHING KINGS IN A TAUANCE.
Daniel v, 27,
- Thou art weighed in the bulences, and ar? found
wanting."

It appeass, from Sir Thomas Noe’s voyage to
India, that these words will admit of a literal in-
terpretation.  1le gavs, «The first of Scptemter,
which was the Iate Mogzul’s birth-day, hc, retain-
ing an ancient yeatly cvstom, was, in the presence
of his chic! grandees, weighed in @ bntance. The
ceremeny was performed within his house, ot tent,
in 2 fair, spacious reom, inte which ncne were
admitted but by special lexwe. The scales in
which he was thus weighed were plated with
~old; and 50 wis the beam on which they hung
hy great chaing, made likewise of that n.est yre-

.ﬁons’metﬂ. The King silting in onc of thcm,

was weighed first against silver eoiny which im-
mediately afterward was distributed among the
poor; then was he weighed against gold 3 after
that, against jewels ¢as they say); but [ observed,
being there present with my Lord Ambassador,
that he was weighed against three several things,
faid in sitken bags on the contrary scale. When
[ saw him in the balance, | thought on Belshazzar,
who was found too light. By his weight, of which
his physicians keep an exact account, they pre-
sume to guess of the present state of his body, of
which they speak flatteringly, however they think
it to be’~~Jurder.

TUE LAST JUDGMENT.

Acts xvii. 30, 31,
¢ God commandeth all men every where forepent : be-
because he huth appointed a dny, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness®

Han our occupation in this discourse heen that
of the poet or the orator, we have now before us
a subject whieh, for the magnificence of the scenc-
Iy the magnitude of the transactiony and the du-
rable effects which it draweth on, stands unrival-
led in the annals of human knowledge~~and with
which the poweis of conception are unable to
contend. Imagination is distressed to formn the
idea of the scene. ‘I'he great white throne de-
scending out of heaven, guarded and begirt with
the pincipalitics and powers thereof—-the awful
presence, at whosesight the heavens and the carth
flee away, and na place for then is found—-the
shaking of the mnother clements of nature, and the
commotion of the hoary deep, to render up their
long dissolved dead—the rushing togetherof quick-
encd men upon all the winds of heaven down to
the centre, where the Judge sitteth on his blazing
throne—To give form and figure to the outward
pomp and circumstances of such a scene, no imna-
gination availeth. Nor doth the understanding
labour less. The archangel, with the trump of
God, riding sublizne in the midst of heaven, and
sending throush the widest dominions of death and
the grave, that sharp sutnmons which divideth
the solid earth, and nings through the caverns of
the hollow deep, picrcing the dull cold ear of|
death and the grave, with the knell of their de-
parted reizn; the death of Death, the sevival of
the grave, the everlasting reign of life, and second
birth of living things; the recnion of body and
soul—the one ficm unconscious sleep, the other
from apprehensive or unquict abodes,—and the
congregation of all generations over whom the
streain of time hath swept-<This outstretches my
understanding no less thaa the material imagery
confuses my imagination.  And when { bring the
pictute o my heart, its feelings ave shaken and
overwhelmed: When 1 fancy this guickand con-
scious frame one instant reawakened, the next re-
investzd, the next summonrd before the face of
Almighty God—now rebegotten, now sifted thro?
cvery scciet corher—this poot soul, possessed
with the memory of its misdeeds, submitted to the
scarching eye of my Maker—my fate depending
upon his lips, my everlasting, changcless fate,~
I shrink and shiver with deadly apprehension,

And when I fancy the myriads of men all stand-
ing thus searched and known, I seem to hear their
shivetings like the aspen leaves in the still even-
ing of autumn.  Pale fear possesseth cvery coun-
tenance, and blank conviction cvery”quaking
hentt.  They stand like men upon the perilous
edze of Lattle, withholden from speech and pinch-
ed for breath through cxcess of struggling emo-
tions—shome, remorse, mottal appichension, and
trenubiing hope.  Then therecording angel open-
eth the Look of God’s remembrance, and.inguisi-
ticn proccedeth apace, Anon they move quicker
than thought to the right and left, two inost in-
numerous companics. From bis awful scat, his
countenance clothed with the smile which makes
all heaven gay, the Judze pronounccth blessing
for ever and ever upoan the heads of his discigles,
and dJispenset™ to them 2 kingdom prepared by
God fiom the first of time. These, seized with
the tidings of unexpected deliverapice, feel it like
a dream, and wonder with ¢cstasy at the unhound-
ed love of their Redeemer.  They wonder, and
declare tucir nnworthiness, but are reassured by
the voice of him that changeth not.  Then joy
seizeth their whale soul, and assurance of immor-
tal bliss. Their trials arc ended, their conrse is
finished, the prize is won, and the crown of cter-

nal life is 12id up for them in store ; =nd they

T i

hasten to inherit the fulness of joy and pleasure
which are at the right hand of God for evermore.
Again the Judge lifteth up his voice, his conute-
nance clothed in that frown which kindled hell,
and he pronounceth eternal perdition with the de-
vil and his angels, upon the wretched people who
despised and vejected him on earths They re-
monstrate, but remonstrance is vain. It is fnish-
o with hope, it is finished with grace, it is fi-
nished with merey ; justice hath hegun her ter-
sible seign, to endure forever. Then arise from
myriads of myriads the groans and shricks and
thrénes of despair; they invoke every mother ele-
ment of nature {o cousume their being back into
her dark womb ; they callupon the rocks to crush
thewn, and the hills to cover them from the terri-
ble presence of the Lord, and from his consuming
wrath. And thete will be episodes of melting
tendermness at this final parting of men ! and eter-
nal farewells !—but, ali! the word farewell hath
forgolten its meaning, and wishes of welfare now
ate vain. A new order of things hath commene-
ed; the age of necessity hath begun its reign ;
and al! change is forever sealed—TIrving.

TIHE ADMONITIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Tucy who truly fear God, have a sacred guid-
ance from a higher wisdom than what is bately
human ; namely, the spirit of truth and gooducss
—which does really, though secretly, prevent
and direct them. Any man that sincerely and
truly fears Almighty God, and calls and relies up-~
on him for his direction, has it, as rcally as a son
has the counse! and direction of bLis futher; and
though the voice be not audible, nor discernible
by sense, yet it is equally as real as if a man
heard a voice saying, ¢ This is the way: walk
init?? Though thissecret direction of Almighty
God is principally sceir in matters relating to the
wood of the soul ; yet, even inthe concerns of this
life, a good man, fearing God and begging his
direction, will very often, if not at all times, find
it. 1 can call my own experience to witness,
that evenin the temporal aflairs of my whole life,
I have never been disapﬁointcd of the best di-
rection, when I have, in humility and sinceiity,
implored it. The observance of the secret admo-
nition of the Spirit of God in the hcart—the
more it is attended to, the more it will be conver-
sant with our souls, for cus instruction. In the
midst of difficulties, it will be our counsellor; in
the midst of temptation, it will be our strength,
and grace sufficicot for us; in the midst of trou-
ble, it will be our light and our comforter. 1t is
impossible for us to enjoy the influence of this
good Spirit, till we are deeply scnsible of our own
empliness and nothingucss, 2nd our minds 2re
therehy hrought down, and Jaidin the dust, The
Spirit of Clristis, indced, a humbling Spirit; and
the more we have of it, the more ¢ shall be
humbled ; and it is a sign that either we have it
not, or that it is yet overpowered by our corrup-
tions, if our hearts be still haushty. Attend,
therefore, 1o the sectet persuasions and dissua-
sions of the Spitit of God, and beware of quench-
ingor grieving it.  This wind that bloweth where
it listeth, if shut out or resisted, may never
breathe upon us again, but leave us to be barden-
ed in our sins; if observed and obeyed, it will,
on all occasions, be our monitor und director ;
when we go out, it will lead us ; when we sleep,
it will keep us; and whea we awake, it will ta{‘k
with us.—Judge Hale.

Serr-rove is the cenlre of the unrenewed
heart. Tlis stizring pinciple, 25 has been ohserv-
ed, servesindeed < the virtuons mind to wake
but it disturbs it from its slumber to ends snd pur-
poses directly op{y;ule to those assigucd to it by
our incomparable bard.  Self-love is by no means
<« the smzl) Y'c\:b!c which stirsthe peaceful Jake.?
11 is rather the pent-up wind within, which causes
the easthquake ; it is the tempest, which agitotes
the sleeping ocean. Had the image been as just
23ils clothing isbeautiful ; or rather, had Mt Pope
been as sound a theologian ss he wasan exquisite
poct, the allusion in lis hands might have con-
veyed a sonnder meaning without losing 3 patticle
of its elegance. This might have been cflected
by only substituting the eflect for the cause ; that
is, by making beacvoleuce the principle instead
of the conscguence, and by discarding self-love
from its central situation in the construction of
the metaphor.—Hernriak More,
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

REFORMATION~—LUTIHLR,
fconTINUED.]

Tue mind of Luther was matchlessly adapted
for the peculiar work that fell to Lis share. En-
thusiastic, bold, and contemptuous of all conse-

uences to himself, he lived and breathed only for
the cause of truth ; the impression of the moment
absorbed his whole ardent imagination ; and whe-
ther the hereditary grandeur of the Popedom tow-
{:‘cd before his eyes, or he looked into that dee

4 ancient gulf of tyranny and crime, from whic
its false supremacy rose, he wasready to proclzim
to the world with equal sincerity the reverence
which overshadowed his pride, and ths stern re--
Probation which made him shrink from the ¢ Mys-
tery of Iniquity.”?

No clieat or the Popedom has ever expressed
mote willing or more c]oqucnt submission ; but no
couvert from daikness to light, no slave of super-
stition awakened to Christianity, uo blind Bati-
meus summoned from sitting by the voad-side, and
living on the alms of knowledge, to the sudden
glory of intcllectual day, and the still sublimer
vision of th?ﬂtcmql Son, the God of Redemption,
Ser went Iorth with bolder and more resistless

rength und scom against the crowned and superh
Pharisces and Sadducces of the Popedom. The
men who followed in the history of this noblest of
ell Revolutions were chicfly of more restrained
znd circumspect minds: if few of them were Lu-
ther’s superiors in the scholarship of the age, their
attainments were excrcised with less of that head-
loag and unsparing vigour which so often turns 2
controversialist into a personal enemy. With
the innocence and holiness of Chiistianity, they
mingled those feelings and manners which were
required by their contemporaties. Oceasional in-
stances of rashiness are 1o be found amongst the
most accomplished of these extraordinary men
but the uncalculating career of Luther’s mind hazf
no successor.  Every fuilure, not less than every
exploit, in lis progress, is to be attributed to his
eminent possession of one quality, the sincerest
heait of mankind. It urged him 1o perpetual ex-
tremes : where ofliers knclt, he prestzated him-
self; where others withheld obedience, he started
up into the lofticst attitude of hostility. Such an
atm was made to strike the sword through the
helmet of Popery, when the armed Tyrant stood
in his ancient power, defying und crushing the
strength and hopesof nations.  Other means were
required, when the armour was thrown aside for
the still more pesilous coverture of subtlety and
hypocrisy, and the hoary prisonerofkingly minds,
anu the gloowy stirer-up of populsr passions, was
1o be uncloaked and uncowled, and cust out naked
before the world,

But if Lutliet’s sincerity often plunged him in-
to difliculties which more prudent men would
have casily avoided, we must not degrade so no-
hie and so rare a quality, by forgetting that it led
Lim xa(l;:idly to the highest truth, the knowledze
of the Gospel.  In ali the stubbornness of his pre-
judices, the natural result of his tsmperament, we
find aknowledge of the spirit of Chinistianity, that
never was administered by the unassisted human
understanding. It is an insult to rcligions sin-
cerity, to doubt that such will always be its re-
ward.” The Atheist, the Deist, the general race
of the negligent and scarners of the Gospel, are
false to themselves when they tell us that they
have been sincerc in their search for truth, They
never desired to find it. They desired to und
some flaw, some saucy excuse for a metaphysi-
cal sneer, some pert opportunity for showing that
they were more stgacious, satirical, and foresee-
ing, than the belicvers in the wisdom of God.
They turned over the suges of the Bible to con-
trovert the historian, and put the prophet to shame.
They never approached it on their knees, with
their heads bowed, s before the cracles of {he su-
preme Lotd of Wisdom, with the supplication on
their lips, that the weakness of their human in-
tellect might be strengthened by the strength of
the divine ; that their natural blindness might be
washed away in the fountain of that uncreated
light which wells forth by the throne ofthe Eter-
nal; that allunworthy passion of human applause
might be purified, and that, let what might be
the sacrifice, they might be led into that sacred

itself, and loftier, immeasurably loftier, than its
haughtiest vanities.

If the intidels of the last age had thus sought
truth, they would have found it, and the world
would have been spared the guiltand folly which
at length burst out in the French Revolution. If
the champions and conversts of Porry at this
moment would do this, Pupery would pesish like
stubble in a flame. If they will not, their delu-
sion will only gather thicker round them, until it
engenders a Revolution to which the fury and
the havoc of the past were but the convulsions
and spectres of a dream.

Luther’s career had hitherlo been comparztive-
ly obscure. His struggles weie against the arts
and violence of men scldom above hisown rank,
whose defeat could scarcely contribute to the ho-
nours of the scholar and the theologian. But the
discipline was useful: it compelled him to culti-
vate the powers which were {ct to grapple with
kings and councils ; it gave him that confidence
in his own resources, which the most powerful
minds acquire only by time; and it gave him that
knowledge of hwinan nature, even under its as-
pects of craft and treachery, which was essential
to control the rcady confidence, and miscalculat-
ing intrepidity, of one of the noblest but most head-
long hearts that ever beat in man.

One controversy he had still to sustain :—

Germany, since the ages whea she ceased to
pour out her armed herdes on the more civilized
world, has teemed with a less warlike but scarce-
ly less contentious population, the hordes uf sclio-
larship, There disputation erecfs her native
throne, and the candidateship for that uneasy and
cheerless seat is restless and immeasurable.” But
no thems of litetary contest was ever comparable
to the theme which the Reforination offered, to
stir all bosoms. Novelty, the narrowness of old
o{ﬁnions startled by thisnew assailant, the fear of
change, the hope of agzrandisement through po-~

ular applause, the proud hostility of Rome, dou-
ily enraged by the shock of its temporal crown,
and of its spiritual supremacy, the solemn feel-
ings kindlea by the truth, magnitude and majesty
of the Scriptures, now revealed after a conceal-
ment of ages, were the impulses of the theme—
impulscs that comprehended every class of human
susceptibility, and filled every class that they
comprehended. .

Among the learned whom this great controver-
sy stimulated, was Bodestein, better known by
the nzwme of Carolostadius, which, according fo
the prevalent custom of the German literati, he
had adopted from his birth-place, Catlostad in
Franconia. He had already attaincd considerable
literary rank, and was Archdeacon of the church
of All Saints at Wittemberg, before Lis conversion
by Luther.

His zeal plunged him into the centre of the bat-
tle; and, resolved to throw away some of his
strength, he struck his first blow at an antagonist
of the highest academic renown—KEckius, who,
though but thity vears old, had carricd off the
honours of no less than cight Universsities, Pam-
phlets were written, and rctorted with equal as-
perity ; but this remote warfare, producing no re-
sult, it was determined on both 3ides to bring the
question to a public argument in Leipsic,  High-
er aunthorities now involved themsclves in 2 con-
testy on whose fuith the partizans of the cham-
pions, with the usual exaggeration of party, seem-
edto hiave conccived that the fate of the Refor-
mation was to depend.

The Bishop of Mersberg, liearing that Luther
bad been summoned, and dreading the results of
any struggle with this formidable reasoner, fixed
an interdict of the disputation on the door of the
church in which it wasto be hcld. But Duke
Gcotge, lcss provident, and more sanguine, con-
ceiving that the Popish champion must be the
victor, ordered the interdict to be torn down. But
the reasoning which was to be suffered in a dis-
Putalion was not to be suffered in a sermon, and

Luther was prohibited from sreaching in any
church in Leipsic. But he had come to preach,
and there were few obstacles that conld finally
tesist the determined T of such aman. He
obtained leave, through the Prince of Pomerania,
to preach before a limited audience in the Castle,
He availed himselfof it with stern effect; hisser-
mon on this occasion is one of memorable vigour,
as an clucidation of his doctrines, and still more
memorable 25 the cause of his first decisive breuch

and clevating knowledge which is better thanlife

with thé Papacy.

The form of this famous disputation displayed
the encient pomp of the Sclools, The catrance
of the Reformers into Leipsic was triumphal,
Carolostad, in a chatiot and alone, led the way,
‘The Prince of Pomerania came next, with Lu-
ther and Melancthon at his side. A train of the
students of Luther’s Universily, wearing armour,
followed, and closed a procession, emblematic of
that singular mixture of religion and the sword
which was so soon to convulse the civilised
“'Ofldl

The assembly was worthy of the pomp, and
comprehended all the leading individuals of the
city and provinge—the Duke’s councillors; the
doctors and graduates of the Univeisity ; the Ma-
gistretes of Leipsic ; with a erowd of the import+
ant persons who flocked in from every part where
the great controversy had excited an interest.

The argument was conducted with the sclem
nity of a contest between the two systems of
faith. Scribes were appointod to tuke down the
discussion ; and the whole ceremony was formally
opened by an oration from Moselanus, a scholn
of distinguished name.

Yet this debate, ushered in with such formida-
ble preparation, came to notking. For, by a sin-
gularly injudicious line of conduct, Carolostadius,
instcad of forcing his antagonist to the testimony
of Scripture, and adhering to those great features
of inspiration which require only to be shown to
be acknowledged, suffcred himself o be led into
the endless difficultics of the doctrines of the
¢« divine purposes.?” During an entire week,
which exhuusted the patience of all the hearess,
the two disputants wasted their acuteness on the
mysteries of ¢ fate and freewill;” exbibited their
lcarning in recriminations from the Fathers, and
felt their triumph in bewildering each other in
labyrinths where the human intellect was never
made to find {he clew. The manlier minds pre-
sentsaw the absurdity of both ; and even Melanc-
thon hazarded the declaration, that the argument
gave him the most practical ¢ videnceof what the
ancients termed ¢ sophistry.” Eckius himselt
grew wearied, and summarily closed the struggle
by the bold maneuvre of declating that Carolos-
tadius had, without )mow‘mg ity come over to his
opinion. DBut the Popish champion had still con~
templated a nobler antagonist. ~ From the begin-
ning it was his ambition to dispute with Luther;
and before the argument with Carolcstad, he had
addressed Luther, engnixing whether the repert
were true, that he had refused to join in the con-
troversy. The reply was, that he was disquali-
fied from taking a past witliout the Duke’s protec~
tion. The grolection was obtained; and the
controversy began with a vigour piroportioned to
the fame of the two lcading theologians of Ger-
many.

Luthe: had published thirteen propositions,
which had been impugned by Eckius under as
many heads—comprehending the chief theorems
of Purgatory, Penitence, Indulgences, &c. The
Pope’s Supremacy was artfully adopted as the
commencement of the disputation by Eckius, with
the dnuble purpose of conciliating the favours of
the Popedom, and of embarassing his adversary,
who had 2lways exhibited a_peculiar reluctance
to declare against the authority of Rome. The
universal et;xscopag of the Yope was equally
allowed by both, But there was a marked dii-
ference in the foundation. Eckius declaring that
episcopacy originated in divine authority ; Luther
unhesitatingly pledging himseif o the proof that
it was altogether human. The Fathers were in
vain appealed to by the Romish advocate ; but
the great Reformer was not to be baffled by the
usual habit of false guotation and oblique evicfcnce
—the subtle secrct of Romish controversy in all
ages: he took the volumes iato his own hands,
and showed the shadowy and feeble grounds on

which these venerable writers were presumed to
have authorised the Romish dominion. But this
{oil of quolation threatened to Le endlcss; and
after five days of inquiry, this pat of the debate
was closed by mutual consent, and the questicn
of purgatory was begun. Induigemces were the
next point ; and here Fckius unexpectedly, but
fully, joined his oyxment in the scomn and ridi-
cule of this most ofiensive coctrine. The doctrine
of repentance concluded the debate; which, after
eleven days of continued discussion, finally closed
on the 15th of July, 1519,

Yet the whole ceremonidl was not closed by the

ccssation of the argument ; and, as if te give a
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model of the whole stateliness of controversy in
those days, the decision was referred to the two
great authorities of law and literatute, the Uni-
versitics of Patis and Eifurt, with the reserve of
an appeal to the last supreme autliority, a Gene-
ral Council,

Our chief record of this famous debate is Me-
Jancthon, 'vho speaks with high praise of the ge-
neral ability displayed on all sides, giving Coro-
Jostad the merit of zcal and knowledge ; Eckius
of great vanety and promptness of argument 5 and
Luther of vigour, manliness and dearning.  But if
the testimony of a brother geformer to Luther’s
triumph should be doubted, we have unequivocal
evidence in the facts of its result: many of the
students of Leipsic leaving their University for
that of Luther; and Eckius immediately making
a formal applica..on to the Elector Fredaick,
that his adversary?’s books should be buraed. The
man who conveits his hearers, and drives his ad-
versary into the folly of appealing to violence,
has gained 2l the viclory that reason and the right
can gain,

The opinion of the Universitics was partially
and tardily given, Louvain and Cologne, strong
holds of Popish influence, soon decided against
Luther. Paris, where the Popedom was always
less influentialy took two years to deride, and then
cvaded the question, by passing sentence merely
on seme thesis from Luther’s volumes, without
alluding to his name. Leipsic, best acquanted
with the controversy, yet probably cqually reluc-
tant to offend the Popedom, and resist pubiic opi-
nion, came to no decision.

But a more important time was at hand, when
the renowned leader of the Reformation was to
limit his struggles and his triumphs no more to
the subordinate_ministers of superstition on the
obscure stagze of a Gerinan province j but was to
grapple with the whole dpower of Rome, and, in
the presence of mankind, give it that overthrow
from which it has never recovered.

(To be conlinued.)

P —————————

*.* W begrespectfully to remind those of our
subscribers who have not yet paid for the Ies-
leyan, that the subscription was to he paid half-
yearly in advance ¢ and that as two numbers more
will complete the first half year to those who
have taken it from the beginning; they are car-
nestly requested to pay their subscription to one
of the agents, or to send it to the Editor or Print-
er, Montreal, as soon as possible.

The Weslepan.

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, DEC. 24, 1840,

Ir in most civilized kingdoms and states, the birth
of princes, and the anniversary of their nativity,
are cvents which are generally celebrated and
commemorat:d by their subjects with demonstra-
tions of loyally, affection and joy; how much
more, in every Christian land, and by every
Christian heart, should the advent of Mxssian,
s the Prince of the Kings of the earth,” be com-
memorated with feelings of hallowed joy, and
songs of grateful praise. To-morrow, the well
known twenty-fifth day of December, familiarly
ealled CumistMas-vaY, the Chiistian Clurch,
sgrecably to ancient custom, is again called to
eelcbrate the nativity of the Saviour of the woild.
An event, how mysterious ! iow stupendous ! and
10 man howinfmitely impoitant! ¢ God so loved
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Som,
that whosoever believeth on him should not pe-
vish, but have everlasting lifc.” How extraor-
dinary the circumstances attendingit! Of the
boly Virgin it is s3id, that in Bethlchem, the city
of David, “she brought forth her first-born son,
and wrapped him in swaddling-clothes, 2nd laid
him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.»*—A new and wondrous star at-
tracts the sttention of the Eastera Magi—they
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regard it as indicating the birth, or birth-place of
some extraordinary person—they bend theirsteps
towards Jerusalem, and then to Bethlehem—
where they find the infant Prrsce, born, ¢ King
of the Jews®—s¢ they fall down and worship him
—they open thetr treasures, and present unto him
gifts: gold, and fiankincense, and myrrh.?”  The
wakeful sheplierds are, at the midnight hour, sud-
denly surrounded by a Ylaze of glory—¢¢ the glory
of the Lord,™ In the presence of the angel of
Jehovah, they are ¢« sore afraids?  1le speaks to
them in accents of sweetness and kindness :—
« I'car not : for behold, Ibring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be unto all pcople—For
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a
Saviour, whicli is Cunisr the Lord,  And sudden-
Iy there was with the angel a inultitude of the
heavenly liost, praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highesty, and on carth peace, good
will towards men.”

Let, then, this song of angels, become the an-
them of the universal church—let the birth of
EmManver be celebrated again by that church,
not with carnal festivitics, and boisterous mirth ;
but with grateful hearts, and sacred, hallowed
joy—Ilet redeemcd men ¢ Vow, and pay unto the
Lord their God : let all that be round zbout him
bring presents unto him that ought to be feared?
—and let us again sing, ¢ Ilis name shall endure
for ever—1lis name shatl be continued as long as
the sun: and imen shall be blessed in him; all
nations shall call him blessed. Blessed be the
Lotd Gody the God of Israel, who only doth
wondrous things; and blessed be his glorious
nume for cver, and let the whole carth be filled
with his glory. Amen and Amea.”

As reLiGrovs journalists, there is another sub-
ject to which it is proper we should briefly direct
the attention of ourreaders, and of which the pre-
sent month and season serve to remind us, name-
ly, the raPID FLIGNT OF TIME. In a very few
days, the present year will have entirely clapsed,
and those who survive will have entered upon
another similar division of time. find how start-
ling the fact, and how solemn the reflection, that
at the lowest computation, more than five and
twenty millions of human beings will, at the
close of the present year and since it began, have
passed from the probation of time, to the retribu-
tions of eternity, and have entered upon an end-
less carcer of glory or misery. And that, of the
thousand millions, composing the human fumily
on earthy, who shall live to enter upon the new
year 1811, an equal number will,during that year,
pass into eternity.  But let not our reflections be
confined to these statistics of mortaliy. We be-
long to that class of beings, to every one of whom
¢ it is appointed once to die.” And it is proba-
ble—more than probable—that cither the writer
of these remarks, or some of the readers of this
journal, have not another year to live on carth.
How proper, then, to pray with Mosxs, the man
of God—*¢¢ So teach us to aumber our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom,"” And
how important obediently to regard the solemn ad-
monition of Soromon, ¢ Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom
in the grave, whither thou goest.”?

Nor should we forget the mercies and deliver-
ances of the past, and especially of the year which
is now drawingto aclose. Infivitc Goodness hath
spared us—a gracious Providence has befriended
us—our troubles have not overwhelmed us. « It

is of the Lorp’s mercies that we are not consumed,

because his compassions fail not.” Let, then,
the resolution be formed, that by Divinc assist.
ance, the expression and proof of our gratitude for
past mercics, shall be the renewed and entire con-
secration of oursclves to the service of Godin fu-
ture, who, if present afllictions should continue,
or new trials should await his people, will still
permit them to put their tiust in him, and will
make all things, even the most distressful occur-
rences, work together for their good.

Wik adverting to the approaching New
Yecar, we may observe, that we have noliced in
the New York Evangelist of the 12th instant, a
proposal to the friends of Missions, to set apart
the first Monday in January, 1841, ¢as a day of
fasting and prayer, for the outpouring of the Ho-
ly Spirit vron Tnx wortp.”’  And why not
Chtistians in Canada, unite with their brethren
in the United States, in setting apart the same
day, for the same hallowed purpose? The fol-
luwing is the article referred to:—

CONCERT OF PRAYER FOR THE WORLD,
FINST MONDAY IN JANUARY.

¢« To all who, in every place, call on the name o
’ the L%rd Jm’u.” f

We notice with pleasure, that, at the recent
annual meeling of the Forcign Missionary Socie-
ty, a resolution was passed, in which the Board
recommend to all the friends of missions, ¢ that
the first Monday of January, 1841, be kept asa
day of fasting and prayer, for the outpouring of
the Holy Spitit upon the world.”

We also notice the fcllowing pan&nph, in the
report of the ¢ Third Pre:bytery of New York,”
in 1840 :—

“h Tll‘ne fzeviv?,l_ commenc’fg j!nt the?’ churches
with the duy of praycr and fasting for the con-
version of lze world, in January, and has been
characterised by stillness and solemnity—by spe-
cial answers to prayc: —and marked blessings on
individual effort. So sreat an in-gathering into
the visible fold of Christ, has not been enjoyed
for many years, though the marvelling and ‘ex-
citement has been much less than formerly,??

It is Lelieved, this is the only Annual Concert
of Prayer for a wotld for which the Saviour died
—and will not all who pray, ¢ Thy kingdom
come,’ rejoice to unite in it, and to realise that
there is one day in the year, in which

¢ Names, and sects, and parties fall,
And Jesus Christ is all in all.”

We rejoice in its increasing interest and obser-
vance; and, in view of the manifest answers to
these prayers the present year, will not all who
love their neighbour as themselves, thank God,
and take courage, and say to all whom they can
influence, “ Let us ﬁ on this consecrated day,)
to pray before \he Lord, and seek the Lord of
Hosts.,”? And shall not every minister of Christ—
a‘:ery’chutch, every member, respond, ¢ [ will go
also.?

In hewven, we read not of namesorsects. One
only name (and that sbove every other) fillsevery
tongue. O, then, on that fitst Monday in Janua-
1y, let ald who love that name, in their humble
measure, imitate the worship of that blussed world,
aud delizht to cluster around the mercy-seat, and

nlead the promises for a world redeemed by the
lood of the Lamh. ¢ And wheso will not come,
let them dtead, lest on them there be no [ iti-
tual) rain.”” But we hope betier things of L‘E
tians, and that the resolution 0 observe this con-
cert, will be commensurate with the knowledge
of it.  Many wholove the Lotd, in the four quar-
ters of the globe, will observe it. Reader, will
nol do all in your er to induce others
to do so—particularly the church with which you
are connecled? Will not you, st least, go te
your closet, and cry, $Lord! what wilt thon
bave me to do in this thir~?” Perbaps yours is
to be the insttumentality tiat shall prove effec-
tual to induce its observance. Do notaay, «1
pray thee have me excused ; but, ¢ kere am ],
send me.”



If every church of Christ in our land, of what-
ever name or denominalion, would come up to the
helpof the Lord njainsl the mighty, in this thing,

their prayer would not be in vain. It would be
returned in spititual blessings into their own ho-
wom, and tell on the eternal Jestinies of millions—
« The Lord hath need of them.”

¢« And when they began to sing and to praise,”?
¢2d Chron, xxx.) tﬁe L.ord appenred to do'wonders
for thein ; accepted their fast, and answered their
prayers. In view of the wondrous answers to
this Concert of Prayer this year, in this and other
lands, it is respectfully suggested that the first
devotional exercise in all these meetings the en-
suing year, be one of thanksgiving—¢¢ Let cvery
thing that hath breath, praise the Lord.”?

¢ Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honours to our King ;
Angels descend with songs again,
And carth respond the loud Amen 1’

APPOINTMENTS FOR MISSIONARY MEETINGS,
IN TIIE CANADA EASTKRN DISTRICT.

Tacx Rev. Messis. Hawvarp and StiNsox, ac-
eompanied by the Rev. Juny Sunpay, Chippewa
Indian Chief, are expected to attend the following
sppointments :—

Quebec, . « . Sunday, February 14
Three Rivers, . . Wednesday, “«17
Melbourne, . . Friday, %19
Hatley & Complon—Sunday & Monday, ¢ 21-22

Stanstead, . . . Tuesday, “ 23
Shefford, . . . Thursday, &« 25
Dunham, . . . Frday, “ 26

8t. Armand, . . Sunday & Monday, ¢ 28-29
Caldwell's Manor, Tuesday, March 1
Odelitown, . . Wednesday, « 2
Hemmingford,. . Thursday, “« 3
Russelton, . . . Friday, « 4
Montreal, . . . Sunday & Monday, ¢ 6-7

Suppex DEaTi.—On Friday eveninglast, Ma-
dame Provx, of Dorchester strect, having attend-
ad confession in the French Church, Montreal,
had taken her seat to wait the commencement of
the evening service, when she fell down inan
apoplactic fit, and immediately expired.

{FOR THE WESLEVAN.]

PENITENCE AND LOVER
Luke vii. 3¢-50.

She comes in deep humility,
Bendiog her timid steps to the low couch
Where Hz reclined,~—the ¢ Man of Sorrows”-—

- Yet the Savioun. Wherefore doth she falter ¢
Why trembles in her hand the costly vass ¢
Why stands she thus'so pale and motionless,
With downcast eyes ¥ The memory ofher sins,
Those sins 30 numberless, of crimson dye,
Comes o'er hier mind, and the sad crcature fears
Nearer approach (o 0ne 30 just and pure.

But list ! the Saviour speaks--and as those tones
80 full of tenderness fall on her ear, .

$lor broken heart is cheer’d, and lowly now

8be bowa before ber Lord. Upon his feet,

His sacred feet, she pours the precious balm,
Won from the spicy groves of Araby.

It is her all2-““ she hath done what she eould—
Nor is the gilt rejected.  Unreproved,

Aod overcome by 30 much love, she falls
Voiceleas and weeping at his blessed foet
Bathes them with gushing tears of penitence,
Asd wipes them with the tresses of her hair.

Aguin the Saviour speaks :~* Woman, thy sins,
Though great and manifold, are all forgiven.”
With that same voice which hushed the stormy wind,
Aod stili*d the waves on Gallilee’s wild ses,

He calmed her troublod soul, dispelled her fears,
Aud bade the stricken mourner, *go in peace.”
Therslory, *“she loved much.™
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Sinck the communication from the Rev. Mr.
Harvanp, (which will be found in another co-
lumn,) relative {o the revival in Quebec, was iu
type ; another letter has been received from him,
assuring us, that he is ¢ glad to be abie to say,
that the work of God has not stayed ;”*~—and that
it had been ascertained that ¢ eighty precious
souls have found peace with God since the meet-
ings began,*? ¢ Many observers (says Mr. H.)
are attracted to look on ; and some scoffers occa-
sionally. DBut, so far as I can lcamn, there is
abroad a consilerable feelingof deference for the
work of God, among sensible and pious people of
other churches.”” We would again express the
hope, that these pleasing results of the ¢ special
efforts for the souls of men,’® of our ministers and
friends in Quebec, may be permanent, in ¢ add-
ing to the church such as should be saved.”?

While on this subject, it gives us pleasure to
add the following, from the Boston ¢ Zion’s He-
rald,” just reccived:—

Ruvivar v Innta.—The Episcopal Missions in
India are prospering remarkably. ‘The great re-
vival in Northern India, which has been noticed
heretofore, is atill in progress. A letter irom the
Bishop of Calcutta, of June 5, 1810,says: ¢ The
advance of the cause of Christ issteady ; and this
is the great consolation. ‘There are now 110 vil-
lages—an addition of 38 since the 1st of Novem-
ber; and if they be of about the same average as
the former seventy-two, the whole number of
enquirers is now above 6,000.7 Mr. Deer, 2
Missionary in thas district, says, that ¢ the Chris-
tians are doing well in every respect : their lields
prosper—they enjoy peace—they iucrease in all
directions,” "¢ Within the last four months, above
120 couples of young people have Leen maried.
On one occasion, ninctcen marriages took place
at one time. During prayers, all the bridegrooms
satin front, in one row, and all the brides jn an-
other, opjosite to them. Afterward, the person
or pertons who gave the woman away, placed
the bride at the left side of the bridegroomn, and
thus the long building was filled from one end to
the other ; and every one, Heathens and Chris-
tians, rejoiced together. [ never saw such a
scene of rejoicing.” 1

¢ Ack or Reason.”’~~It bas justly been said,
that an author has a kind of petﬁtual existence,
and perpefual responsibility. e lives in his
books while his hones are crumbling, and his ac-
tual responsibility ma{ be more fearful after his
death than before. What, then, must be the guilt
of the unhappy author of this pernicious work ?
How many have already hailed bim in etemity,
who havegone thilhier ruined by his sophistry ?
How many more will? Some ycars ago, a large
gmion of an unsaleable edition was exported from
ew York to the East for the natives who, under
Biitish influence, had learned the English lan-
guage ; and we learn from the Missionary Herald,
that the Hindoos are now making a systematic
eflort against the ‘progreu of Christianity, and
that among other plaus, ¢ a Parsee, who has con-
siderable knowledge of English literature, was
employed (o prepare a work to be printed in the
ntive hngua%e against the divine origin of the
Scriptures. The plan was to take Paine’s ¢ Age
of Reason® fur the basis, but to incorporate rea-
sons, ohjections, and cavils from other infidel au-
thors. The rosgcctus of this contemplated work
was published, the price was fixed, aud patron-
qg: was earnestly solicited for it, as a work for
which there is great occasion. The book was put
to the press, and was expected long ere this tobe
published ; but it has not yet appeared. We are
aot informed whether the intention of publishing
itis abandoned, or whether it is yet advancing
toward publication. but more slewly than was
romised and expccted. Such devices and ef-
orts show the spirit of the people, and the ohsta-
cles with which missionaricshave to contend,””>—
Zion’s Herald,

Nor a clergyman isnow livin? who wasin the
ministry in this city (Boston) thirty-cight years
since. The number of setiled ministeis 2t the

present time is seventy-six.—1b.

| tion, T will trust and not be afraid. »
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Wx have been favoured, by our esteemed bro.
ther and friendy the Rev. Mr. Harvanp, of Que-
bec, with a long and interesting account of a se-
tics of special religious services, which have been
held and continued during the last four or five
weeks in that city, in connection with the Wes-
leyan Society and congregation; and which we
are assured have resulted in much good to many
persons who have attended them, The Rev.
Messrs, IIarvarD and Serry, the slationed mi-
nisters, were assisted in these services by the
Rev, Mr, Cavoury, of the American Methodist
Episcopal Church, who was on a visit to his
friends in Quebec, previously to his leaving Ca-
nada for Ireland, his native country ; and it is be-
lieved that the powerful discourses, the earnest
and encouraging exhortations, and the fervent
prayers of this zealous minister, greatly contribu-
ted, through the Divine hlessing, to the awaken-
ing, and spiritual instruction and comfort, of many
of the hearers and worshippers attending those
services, The following are extracts :—

¢ The results (says Mr. Harvard) have been,
by Gud’s blessing, a great quickening in our own
society—which (in the legitimate signification of
the words of the prophet Habakkuk) appears to
be the real and actual revival of the ¢ Work? of
God. Discord and ill feeling have, in great mea-
sure, ceased— talebearers become almost silenced
—backsliders in heart are coming back to God—
and the general ¢ conversation’? among professors
¢ seasoned’” more or less ¢ with salt,” administer-
ing ¢« gracelo the hearers.?”” * * * Alliscon-
ducted without 2ny real confusion. The mode,
itis true, is unusual to a Biitish Christian, and,
at the first, rather offensive and distracting: bat
this feeling is lost as soon as you perceive the spi-
titual advantages resuiting through the accompa-
nying grace of the Lord Jesus, from its adoption.

¢ We have to regret that the degree of success
has not equalled the degree of hope, and, I had
almost added, the quantity of evangelical Jabour
which lias been expended during the month of
special effort we are now concluding. Baut yet,
when the value of one human soul is corsidered,
and when are also taken into the account, the nu-
merous happy results which ma'y be expected to
arise from any one single case of genuine conves-
sion to God, we ought to acknowledge that we
have reason to be glad and rcjoice—to thank God
and take courage.

¢ We are unwilling at present to speak of num-
bers with abuolute precisit?l:. On .u{;ﬁ occasio
individuals converted often fail to receive the
nursing care of the church,from the want of their
names being immediately taken down by some
person specially appointcd for the purpose. At
first this was not done, and we are endeavousing
to supply the omission by a course of enquiry.
At present, though we never mention the name,
yet the conversion of an individual is not announ-
ced until after the case has been ascertained, and
the name regularly ecorded by the proper officer,
(i. e. ¢ the person specially a;:})ointed for the pur.
pose,’ as above.) is affords us not only the
means of certainty as to mafterof statement'; but
which is of infinitely greater moment still, wilf
trender us help in our endeavours o contribute to
their perseverance in the good ways of the Lord.

¢ With humble and adoring gratitude to the
Savioun, we mn{ say, that we have obtained the
names of more than fifty individuals who have
during these services, been “ passed from death
unfo life.”” Some of these were professors of re—
ligion who had declined from the peace of God.
Some had never previously enjoyed the comforts
of a state of divine accepiance. And a few of
them, especially among the military, have been
thus divinely rescued from the most destructive
habits of impiety and profligacy. All these, to
my own knowledge, and to the amount I have
stated, are now happy in God. They can, and
do now adopt the form of sound words, handed
down by Isaiah as a becoming acknowledgment
of ¢ gospel salvation,” and say—<O Lord, I will
praise thee: for though thou wast angry with
me, thine anger is tumed away from me, and
thou comfortedst me. Hehold, Gid is my salva-
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It appears also, that in these special services
and labours of love, the ministers had the assist-
ance and zealous co-opesation of the Leaders and
other official members of the Society-~wlio, as
they were united in the labours of these religious
exercises, so now are they called to rejoice toge-
ther,  And most eamnestly do we hope, that the
unity, peace and piety of our beloved people in
Quebee, which have thus been promoted by these
combined and special efforts, may be still further
matured and cstablished by their diligent attend-
ance on the regular ordinances of religion—the
faithful ministry of their own pastors, and the
fostering care of the Great Head of the Church,

Tur following atticle, from the London Watch-
man, deserves to be extensively circulated :—

The correspondent of the Globe attributes to
Lours Prinires the fullowing noble declaration :

¢ 1 feel that sooner or later I may full a victim
to the ball of an assassin; but_that consideration
shall not prevent me, whilst I live, from doing
my dut)' to my country, according fom 'llonc;l
conviction of what is right ; and whilst I live, be
assured that my most sirenuous ¢fforts shall be
used in ovder that the peuce of Europe may not be
disturbed .

So noble a sentiment as this, uttered under cir-
cumstances which would have coerced inferior
minds, and all but such as felt its divine force, in-
toan abject submission to the revolutionary course
and control of events, must endear Lovis Privirpx
10 every Christian heart,  Andif ever the church
united in carnest supplication at the thronc of
grace for the intesposition of the special protec-
tion of Heaven on behalf of any human object fil-
ling up a large space in its aflections, surely it is
loudly calted upan to do 50 now, and implore that
the invisible mgis of divine power may shield the
Jife of so virtuous and high-minded a mosarch
trom the ball of the assassin.

Ir is but lately we have heaid of the labours of
Mr. Lapelletrie, a Protestant Missionary from
France, among the Canadian population of this
city. Most of our readers are aware of thesuc-
cessful exertions of Madame Feller and others
at Grand Ligne, in instructing the children of]
that vicinity, as well in the priuciples of the
Christian religion as in the clementary branch-
es of a common education. We cannot but
rejoice at secing cfforts of this kind made to
enlighten our fellow subjects, of whatever ori-
2in, and trust they wall be successful,  Mr.
Lapelletrie has succeeded in collecting a small
congregation of French Canadiane, in the up-
per part of the house forming the corner of St.
Joseph and_St. Henty Streets, where he preach-
eg every Sunday, in the forenoon and even-
ing. We are informed by those who have fre-
quently heard him, that he is a young gentle-
man of superior talents, and preaches with ener-
gy and eflecte— Com., Messenger.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Wk sincerely regret, for his own sake, that our
tespected correspondent in one of the Eastern
Townships, whose letter of complaint we have
just received ; should be so very scnsitive rela-
tive to his communications not being each dis-
tinctly acknowledged, and all being immediately
published ia the Wesleyan. PBut, docs he not
know, that, with the exception of a cerlain ori-
ginal communication, which he subsequently re-
quested us ot to publish, and tv:o small picces,
comprising about eight lines, which we have still
on hand ; 3ll the articles with which he has fa-
vouied us have already appeared in our journal:
and we really did think, that the most satisfactory
way of acknowledging a communication, was to
publish it.  We still hope, however, to be favour-
ed by our esteemed frirnd ; and beg to assute him,
that we will endeavour to be more attentive to
s fuvonts, and willy if he require ity publish his
Jetter of complaint,

THE WESLEYAN.
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CORRESPONDENCE,

Tne following letter was sent for insertion in
the Christiun Guaidian ; but being unfairly re-
jected by the Editor of that paper, we are re-
quested to publish it in the Wesleyan,

1% the Editor of the Christian Guardian.

Rev. Siny—1I had not the inost distant idea,
when I left the Conference-room, that the few
remarks made by me, when asking a transfer to
the British Conterence, would ever appear in pub-
lic. How fur you have acted in conformity with
Methodistic propriety, in publishing in the Guar-
diun of the 4th instant, what you call ¢ the sub-
stance of what the brethren said before the Con-
ference, when resigning’—1 leave to those ac-
quainted with Methodistic usage 10 decide,
awm not satisfied to have those remarks go forth to
the world in their present mutilated formm—nor
can I conjecture why part of the rcasons assign-
ed by me for my iesignation, should be suppres-
sed. But as you profess ¢ to stand corrected for
inaccuracies,” 1 take the libaity of sending to
you, the ¢ substance®? of what 1 said on that ve-
ry painful occasion :—

¢ Mz, President,—1 rise with such feelings as
I never expected would occupy mny breast—1I tise
to ask a recommendation, or transfer, to the Bri-
tish Conference.  Other brethren have gone away
from this Conference on various accounts; and 1
have no doubt they will be represented 2s going
because of political fecling, and will be stigma-
tized as Turtes. Now, Sir, 1 do not resign be-
cause of political opinivns; for with pohitics I
have not any thing to do—nor cver had—no, not
=0 much as 1o witness an election. Urcsign my
connexion with this Conference, beccuse 1 will
not—I cannot contend. I came to this province
a stranger; § have laboured with this Conference
during ten years; and now, 1 am doomed to be
separated fiom those brethren, with whom 1
thought to have lived and died. Others have
talked of being indebted to cither British or Ca-
nadian Methodists for their conversion, &e. &c.
Sir, I owe my conversion to neither British nor
Canadian Methodists peisonally, but to the writ-
ings of Mr. Wesley. ~ Sir, Icannot return to my
circuit, and uphold, defend, and advocate all the

roceedings of this Conference : Idonot wish tobe
adentified with them. If the British Conference
were to appoint a preacher to any place where 1
might be stationed; 1 could not treat him os
<t Henry Ryan and his paity?—I would treat him
as a brother., Consequently, I would be looked
upon, by the leading men of this Conference, as
a suspicious person—as an cnemy in the cam
or, at least, as onc not heartily devoted to the in-
terests of this connexion ; and I would he treated
accordingly. And the members of this Confes-
ence well know how suspicious persons may be
treated. I cannot array myself against the Bri-
tish Conference—nor can Iarray myself against
the Canada Conferance. I can leave the pro-
vince ; Providence has opencd a way for me to
fice from contention. If a line could be drawn
hetween the respective ficlds of labour occupied
hy each Confercuce, and our difficulties amicably
adjusted, I would rennain.  And if ever conten-
tions cease, and peace and unily with the British
Conference be testored ; gladly will 1take my
place in this Conference again—for 1 greatly res-
hect many of the brethren with whom I have
hcen associeted. Butsecing no prospect of aught
but coutention and evily J desire a transfer to the
British Confcrence.”?

Sir, you sce there is a very essential difference
between your ¢ substance’ and my substance.
In yours, you suppress part of my reasons for
withdrawing, and represent me s speaking non-
sense.

While ‘you shed the tear of pity over my
« human frailty,”” some of your readers might be
disposed 1o weep over my insanity ; but when
they peruse the real ¢ substance? of what I said,
sthey will then sce 1 have acted in accordance
with this proverb: ¢¢ A prudent man foreseeth the
evil, and hideth himself.”” 1 hope your candour,
honesty and justice will lcad you o see the pro-
pricty of publishing tlus in the next number of
the Guurdian,

Yours tcspccl!ull_?

« Brocx.
Kingslon, Nov. 12, 1510.

I] nexion with the British Conference.

TO TIHE EDITOR OF THE WESLEYAN,
Hastinrox, Deel 1, 1810,
REv. AND DEAR BroTien,

I have much pleasure in informing you that the
prosypcls of Uritish Methodism hicre are such na
to atford us much encouragement, and to call forth
our ardent prais .o the great Head of the Church,
‘The appointinent of a Missionary te this town was
made at the request of some of the official mem-
bers, who attended the Special Session of the Up-
per Canadian Conference, and heard its discuse
sions, for the purpose of forining a satisfactory opi-
nion on the merits of the questions at issue between
that body and the British Conference.,

On arriving hiere, 1 was met by six Class-lead-
ers, out of seven, wlio proposed to place themselves
under my pastoral supervision, with such mem-
bers as should think proper to adhere o their con-

] ‘They were
made acquainted with my detenmination to act
upon those pacilic an:l honourable ptinciples which
have ever heen characteristic of British Wesley-
anism; and that my design was, to receive such
persons as should voluntarily offer themselves as
members of our society, without application on my
part to any connected with the Canadian Society,
and to labour, under the Divine blessing, for the
conversion of other aouls. In these views the bro-
thren cordially acquiesced ; and at our first Lead-
ers’ Meeting, nincty-four members wese returned,
as wishing to be in connexion with us. The to-
tal number in society here was a hundred and for-
ty-three. :

Since that time, several others have united with
us ; and during the past week, I have met with a
number formeily belonging to our body in the mo-
ther country, who have been standing alone since
their emigration, but who now propose 1o resume
theit former membership,

We have organized a Sunday School, which is
in efficient operation.  There are onc hnndred and
six scholars on the books, of whom ninety-eight
were in attendance last Lord’s-day.

The congregation assembles in a Presbyterian
chuich, which we have rented for a year : during
which pericd we propose to erect a chapet on an
eligible site, which has been purchased for that
use. The attendance is regular, and the church
is literally filled. To God “we checrfully ascribe
the praise, and we are looking up for2n increased
«ffusion of the Holy Spirit upon the ncans of grace,

. If the endurance of much opposition, the asper-
sion of our character, and the mistepresentation of
our motives aitd proceediugs, be calculated, under
the Divine overruling, to mature in us the graces
of humility, forbearance and zeal, we shall be
proficients in their exercise. May the God of all

=] grace give us power to ¢ be patient towards all

men,”? that after we are tiie
forth as gold.”?

We are not without invitations to extend our
ministrations in the surrounding country, Calls
of this kind will be cheerfully responded 1o as soon
as circumstances will permit. * We solicit the

1ayers and assistance of our dear brethten in the

ower Provinges, that we may be successful in
our cflorts to exiend an increasingly gracious and
gcaccfnl influence throughout the length and

readth of this noble and deserving, but long dis-
tracted part of the United Empire.

The Gospxror Cunisyisthe only remedy which
we, as Wesleyan Ministers, are authorised {o pro-
pose or administer, for the melioration of existing
evils; and, blessed be God! it is as certainly be-
neficial in its effects, at it is welcome in its admi~
nistration.

we may ¢ come

1 am, Rev. and dear Brother,
Yours very affectionately,
. Epainain Evaxs.
T ——————

DIED,

At Mclbourne, on Thursday the 3d instant, Mrs. Lo~
Y CHAMBERLALN, aged sixty-three years. She was
convericd to God about the year 1821, and has since
been a consistent member o’lbo churchof Christ. A
spirit of meekness eminently adorcd her character, 20
that she was scldom improperly moved by the teying
circumstances of the world, of which she had her
share.  Ller last ilincss, which was protracted through
scveral months, she bore with marked resiznation to t
Divine will—ccascious that, alihough her fiesh and her
heart failed, God was the strerzth of hier heart, and
would be her portion for ever: henee, her end was
feace, She hasleft a large circle of relations snd (viends,
who, we tiust, will receive a sanclified use of this be~
rcavement, Jotid BorLAND,
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE,

WESLEYAN MISSIONS,

CAFFRARIA.

Tur. Rev. W, J. Davis, of Bulterworth, states
the following instance of an

AYO\WED DEPENDENCE ON GOD FOR RAIN GRACIOUS-
LY ANSWERED,

The Chicf Rifi, with Nonsa, the great wife of
the late Chief Hintza, and now the Dowager
Queen of Catfraria, together with the principal
connsellois, have made a formal renunciation of
the Rain-makers, by comiug to the Mission Station
to pray for rain, They came ina very formul
mannar last Friday ; and wished then, with the
membeis of our society, to go into the chayel for
that purpose. | replicd by saying, to go to for-
wally make such a request of God was not a thing
which we could lightly do; but wished them to
teturn home, and come on the Sunday For THAT
xxrpess renrosk.  On the daturday, at our
prayer-meeting, we made special request that
tiod would condescend to magnify his great and
clorious name, by granting them their rcquest.
On the Sabbath they again came, and our large
chapel was quite fulls they listened with atten-
tion while 1 warned them of those NATIONAL crimes
of which they were guilty ¢ and pressed on them
the necessity of attending to their eternal inter-
ests, by attending to that message of mercy which
God had now sent them in his word. I then re-
quested them to kneel down, for the exgycss pur-
pose of praying to God for rain. While thus
praying, the thunder began to roar, and the rain
1nost copiously to fall ! So that when the service
was cml!cd, we could not leave the chapel for
some time ; and this rain continued, more-or less,
until late on Monday night. On seeing this, eve-
1y countenance beamed with joy ; and especially
was 1 thankful to see, in such a case, what I
humbly regarded as an immediate answer to
prayer.

The superstitions of the Caflres lie at the root
of the greatest obstacles to the spread of the Gos-

el among them As A NatioN; and I doubt not

ut this occurrence will tend most powerfully 1o
the more cffcctuzl opening of a door for the suc-
cessful preaching of the Gospel among them;
and I fully anticipate to see a much better attend-
auce at our chapel henceforward than heretofore.

The Rev. W, Smaw, at Grahamstown, thus
speaks of a

QUARTERLY TKRIODICAL IN THE CAFFRE LAN-
GUAGE.

At the press, besides the usual printing of
school lessons, new cditions of portions of the
Scriptutes, &c., there have also been printed the
fist_three numbers of a quarterly periodical in
the Caffrc Janguage, called « Umshumayeli Wen-
daba,”? or ¢ The News Teller? ft is not a ve-
hicle of any kind of politics, although it bears this
title: but contains accounts of occurrences which
happen either in Caffraria or elsewhere, likely o
be intercsting o the natives; and which, at the
same time, atfords oppostunities of conveying im-
portant truths to their minds, in a manner at once
intellizible and intcrcslins to them. ‘This publi-
cation is designed to afford usefulreading for those
who have becn taught 3 and thus to iucrease the
taste for reading, and to spread more gencralby a
desize o lcam the art,  The articles inserted in
it¢ columns have all a direct tendency to promcie
wcligion, to increase knowledge, o dispel super-
stition, and to advance civilization in the coun-
try : you will, therefore, rejoice to hear that this
petiodical is already a favourite with our Qaffre
readers. I liave now in my possestion a curious
hist of Caflre subscribers for the work; as, from
the beginning, we laid down the principle, that
they should be sor.p, not GIveN away.

1 bave derived valuable assistance in this work
from the Brethren Haddy, Palmer, Ayliff, Shep-
stone, und Duagmore ; aud also from the Rev. N)t.
Bennie, of the Glasgow Societ]y—a]lot' whom have
contributed suitable articles for its pages; and 1
have the promiae of help from other brethren, who
could not contribute to the earlier numbers, Less
than twenty years ago, it would probably bave

been impossible to find a single individual of the
Caffic natjons, living betwixt the Fish River and
Delagoa Bay, who could read asentence ;—now,
there is a considerable number, who are regular-
ly reading the Four Gospels, and other books pub-
lished both by ourselves and by the Missionaries
of the Glasgow Society. At THAT TIME, I know
not that there was a single European capable of
writing intelligibly in the language, if there had
heen Caffres able to read ; but Now, God has rais-
ed up several individuals, who are fully compe-
tent to write for the edification of the people in
that language.

With such an accumulation of means thus pro-
vided, by God’s blessing on the labours of the
Missionaries, whether of the Glasgow, the Lon-
don, or Wesleyan Missionaty Socicties, who will
say that the Missions have made no progress?
or rathier, who can calculate the moral influcnce
of these means, if used zealously and piously, un-
der the blessing of God, for the next twenly
years?

CANADA BAYPTIST MISSIONS.

s

REVIVAL IN BECKWITH, U.C.

Oscoop, Oct. 14, 1840,

Dzar Baorusr,—The Lord has mercifully vi-
sited the people of Beckwith with an outpouring
of his Holy Spirit. About five weeks ago f vi-
sited that township, accompanied by brother Fyfe,
from Newton Lheological Institution, U.S, We
artived there on Wednesday evening, and remain-
ed about twelve days with them.” We held a
prayer-meeting that same evening, and also kept
meetings on Friday and Saturday evenings, ut
which time some interest began to be manifested
amoag the people.

On Sabbath, the people gathered out well to
hear—many having come ten miles to Lear the
Gospel preached, and some sixteen, They listen-
ed with profound attention, and some were consi-
derably aflected. We continued public service
cvery eveniug, in some place or other of the set-
tlement, till the next Sabbath., When released
from public engagements, we were employed in
grivale instruction, or in visiting from house to

ouse.

Our meetings were frequently protracted to a
very late hour; and sometimesit would be two or
three o’clock in the morning before they would
retire. Asoften as we woulg ronounce the be-
nediction, some of them would sit down unwil-
ling to depart.  Some were as deeply concerned
about the state of their souls as ever we witnes-
sed. DMisery was depicted in their countenances.
Also, some: of them gave as interesting and as
3]“'“ anevidence of a chiznge of heart as we could

esire. °

The last Sabbath we were in Beckwith will
logg be remembered. Early in the morning we
heard 2 number relate their “experience, and then
procecded to public worship. We had a crowd-
ed andan attentive audience, and many were
deeply affected, Towards the evening, we had a
baptism in the Lake Mississippi; and as soon as
we could get in order, we commenced public ser-
vice again. We both addressed the people that
night, and after we had donc, a number remeined,
and spent the night till daylight in religious ex-
ercises.

When the moming appeared, e all prepared
for our respective homes,  Azain we prayed, and
commended one another to the Divine care and
protection. Some of the people then departed to
their homes, blessing and praising God for his met-
cg' that endureth for ever; while others were
réady to take up the lamentation, ¢ the harvest
is past, the summer is ended, and we are not
sazcd.” Sixteen were bapt.izcd i:n Beckwilh..

o L J [ 4

Yours affectionately in Christ,

Canada Bap. Mag. DaxieL M¢Paare.

From ¢ Missions the Chirf End of the Christian
Church—by Dr. Alexander Duff.

« Axp what is the whole history of the Chris-
tian Church but one perpetual proof and illustra--
tion of the grand position—that an evangelistic
or Missionary Church is a spititually flourishing
church ; and that & church which drops the even-

listic or Missionzry character, speedily lessens

into superannuation and decay.”

‘MISCELLANEOUS.

REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF DR. JOHN OWEN.

From Memoirs of his Life, Wrilings, and Religious
(.\mm{iom- y’ Wil.’iam‘(fme. d

During his residence in the Charter House, he
accompanied a cousin of his own to Aldermanbu-
ry church, to hear Mr. Edmund Calamy, & man
of great note for his cloquence as a preactxer, and
for his boldness as a lcader of the Presbyterian
arty. By some circumstances, unexplained, Mr.
“alamy was prevented from preaching that day.
In consequence of which, and of not knowing
who was to preach, many left the church. Ow-
en’s cousin urged him to ﬁo and hear Mr. Jack-
son, the Minister of St. Michael’s, Wood-street,
a man of prodigious application as a scholar, and
of considerable celebiity as a preacher. Owen,
however, beingseated, and unwilling to wal™ fur-
ther, refused to lcave the church till he s.ould
see who was to preach. At last, a country mi-
nister, unknown to the congregation, stepped into
the pulpit, and, after pra)ygng v&r,v fervently, took
for his text, Mat. viil, 261« Why are ye fear-
ful? O ye of little faith *” The very reading of
the text appears {o have impressed Owen, and
led him .0 pray most carnestly that the Lord
would bless the discourse to him. The prayer
was heard ; for in that sermon, the minister was
directed to answer the very objections. w.ich he
had commonly brought against himself; and
though the same answers had often occurred to
him, they had not before afforded him any relief.
But now Jehovah’s time of mercy had amived,
and the truth was received, not as the word of
man, but as the word of the living and ttue God.
‘The sermon was a very plain one; the preacher
was never known; but the effect was mighty
through the blessing of God. :

All instruments are equally efficient in the
hand of the Great Spirit. t is not by might nor
by power that the Lord frequently effects the
greatest works ; but by means apparently feeble,
and even contemptible. Calamy was a more elo-
quent and polished preacher than this country
stranger, and yet Owen had, perhips, heard him
often in vain, Ilad he left the church, as was
proposed, he might have been disappointed else-
where ; but he remained, and enjoyed the bles-

sing.

'fhe facts now recorded may afford encourage-
ment and reproof, both to ministers and hearers.
It may not always be practicable to hear whom
we admire; but if he be a man of God, an emi-
nent blessing may sccompany his labours. The
country minister may never have known, ¢il he
anived in another world, that he had been instru-
mental in relieving the mind of John Owen ; and,
doubtless, many similar occurrences are never
known here. How encouraging is this to the
faithful labourer! It may appearstrange to some,
that the same truths should be productive of effect
at one time, and not at another. But those who
are at all acquainted with the progress of the
Gospel among men, will not be surprised. The
success of Christianity, in every instance, is the
effect of Divine sovereign influence; and “that is
excrted in a manner exceedirgly mysterious to
us. % The wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: sois
every one that is born of the Spirit,”” ~ The dark-
ness of Owen’s mind was now happily removed ;
his health, which had been impaired by depression
of spirits, was restored, and he was filled with joy
and peace in believing.

! The vound of pardon pierc’d his startled ear,
He diopt at once his fotters and his fear—
A transport glows in all he looks and speaks,
And the first thankful tears bedew his cheeks.”

Honrniare Fact !—Duncan M¢Diarmid, Esq.,
Assistant Surgeon 71st Highland Light Infantry,
in his ¢ Address to British Soldiers,” states, that
it has been ascettained from actual observation,
thatin one week thcre entered foutteen of the
principal gin-shops in Londun, one hundred and
forty-two thousand, four hundred and fifth-three
men ; one hundred and eight ihousand, five hun-
dred and ninety-three women; and eighteen
thousand, three hunired and ninety-one children ;
—making a total of two hundred and sixty-nine

thousand, four hundred and thirty-seven persons ®
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PRODIGY OF MEMORY.
(From ¢ llustrations of Biblical Zileralure, by the
Rev, James Townle,.)

Tus late Rev. Thomas Threlkeld, of Rochiale,
Lancashire, was a perfect living Concordance to
the Eaglish Scriptures. 1 threc words only were
mentioned, except pethaps those words of mere
connecion which occur in hundreds of passages,
he could immediately, without hesitation, assign
the chapter and verse where they were to be found,
Aud inversely, upon mentioning the chapter and
verse, he could repeat the words,
retention cnabled him, with ease, ¢ to make him-
self master of many languages. Nine or ten itis
certainly known that he read, not merely without
ditficulty, but with profound and critical skill. It
is affirmed by airiend who lived ncar him, and
who was it habits of inlimnc*’ with him, that he
was familiarly acquainted with every language in
which he hal a Bible, or New Testament.” ~ Af-
ter his decease 1 had an opportunity of examin-
ing his library, ond noticed Bibles, or New Tes-
tanents, in English, Greek, Latin, Hcebrew,
French, ftalian, Spamsh, German, Welch, Dutch,
Swedish, Qacelic, and Manks ; besides Granmars,
&c. in other languages. Inthe Greek Testament,
his powers of immediate teference and quotation
were similar to those he possessed in the English
translation ; since he coulil in a moment produce
every place in which the same word occurred,
in any of its forms or atfinitiess Inthe Mebrew,
with its several dialects, he was equally, that is,
most profoundly skilled'; and it is belies ed, that
his talent of immediate reference was as great as
in the Greek, or even in the Eaglish.

DEATII-EED REPENTANCE.

I suavt end this first consideration with a plain
exhortation—that since repentance is 2 duty of so
great and gient-like bulk, let no man crowd it up
into so narrow rooim, as that it be strangled in its
birth for want of tiine and air t breathe in: let
it not be put off to that time when a man hath
scarce timre cnough to réckon all those patticular
dutics which make up the inteziity of its consti-
tution. Wiil any man hunt the wild boar in his
gat fen, or bait a bull in his closet ! Will a wo-
man wrap het child 1n a handkerchief, or a father
send his son {0 school when he is ity yeats old ?
‘These are indecencics of providence, and the in-
strument contiadicts the end; and this is our
case. ‘There is no roomn for the repentance, no
time to act all its essential parts; anda child who
hath a great way to go befors he be wise, may
defer his studies, and Liope to become learned 1n
his old age and on bis death-bed, 2s well as a vi-
cious person may think to recover {rom all his
iznotance and prejudicate opinions, from all his
false principles and evil customs, from his wick-
ed inclinations and ungodly habits, from his fond-
ness of vice and detestation of virtue, fiom his

promptness 1o sin ant unwillngness to grace,
from his spititual deadness andd sticng sensuelity,
on his death-bed, (1 say,) when he hath no natu-
ral strength, and as little spiitual: when he is

crimival and impotent, hardened in his viee, and

soft in his fears—full of passion, and cmpty of

wisdom ; when he is sick, and amazed, and timo-

rous, and confounded, and impatient, and ex-

tremely miserable.—Jeremy Tuylor,

THL CRAZY MAN AND HIS WATCIL

A roor crazy fellow, one day, on finding his
watch half an hour too siow, insisted that the sun

had gens down that evering half an hour sooner

than it ought to have done; when a sober-mind-

«d neighbour of his assured him that, be that as
it might, he would find it wiser and casier to re-
gulate his watch by the sun, than to attem ; to
ow
many a conceited socialist, how many vuin-glo-
rious deists, and how many proud ztheists, are
acting as this poor crazy men acted! Door, pur-
blind, mottal creaturcs, would do well to remem-
ber, when cavilling at the woid and works of
Alinighty Gzdy that it is much more likely that
wisdom, power, and goodness should be right,
and that ignurance, we.kness, infirmity, and folly,

order the sun’s revolutions by his watch.

should be wrong.

LUANNING is night when he talks of the dig-
ntty of labour, The real degradation is slcth and

adicness,

The power of

————
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DUELLING.

Wit regard to the heathen, brutal, and barba.
rous practice of duelling, there is a good letter
writter: by the Lmpeior Joseph B, which s -
ven in Fraser’s Mugasine for last monthe ‘The
Court of Vienna then opposcd and discountenanced
the practice, as this leiter shows,

¢ Gencral Count and Captain
shall be put wwler arrest immediately.  The
Count is of an impetuous disposition—proud of his
birth, full of falscideas of honour. Captain —,
who is an old soldier, pretends to seltle every-
thing with the sword and pistel. He has shown
lumself too passionate concerning the challenge
of the young Count. 1 will not suffer duelling in
my anny. § despise the maxims of those who
pretend to justily it, and who Kill cach other in
cold blool. I feel high csteem for officers, wlo
couragcously oppose themsclves to the enemy ;
and, also, under all circumstonces, show them-
sclves intrepid, valiant, and resolute, both in at-
tack and detence.  The inditference with which
they brave death is useful to the countiy; hut
there are among them men ready to sactifice any
thing to revenge, and to the hatred which they
bear to their enemies. 1 despise them. Such a
man, in my opinion, is no better than a Roman
Gladiator.  Call a court-martial to try these two
officers 3 examine the subject of the yuarrel with
the impartiality which | require fiom every man
who is invested with the oilice of rendering jus-
tice, and let him who is guilty submit to his fate,
and to the tigour of the laws, 1 am resolved that
this barbarous custom, woithy only of the time of
‘Tamerlane and Bajazet, and which has so often
thrown families into mourning, shall be repressed
and punished, should it even cost me half of my
officers to effect it.

. ¢ Joseri,
¢ Vienna, August, 1722,

The law of the a:my ought to be Christianity—
the Jaw of kindness and brotherly love. “There
is no law like it for making gentlemen, and pro-
ducing gentlemanly couduct.” The savage law ot
duelling is disgraceful to a Christian atmy and a
Chiistian country. 1tis only fit for Pagans.

Waat A Tueasene!—There is at present in
the posscssion of Mrs. Parkes, of Golden-square,
a copy of Macklin®s Hible, in forty-five large fo-
o volumes, illustrated with nearly seven thou-
sand engravings, from the age of Michael Ange-
lo to that of Reynolds and West.  The work also
containg cbout twa hundred otiginal drawingg, oc
vigneltes, of Loutierbourgs  The prints and etch-
ings include the works of Raflaclie, Marc Anto-
niey, Albert Durer, Callot, Rembrandt, and other
nastets, consisting of representations of nearly
every lact, circumstance. and object mentioned
in the Holy Scriptures. There are, morec.ver, de-
sigus of tiees, plante, flowers, quadrupeds, birds
fishes, and inst cts—such, besides fossils, as have
been adduced in proot of an universal deluge. ‘T'he
mest suthentic scripture atlases are bound up with
the volumes. This Bible was the property of the
late Mr. Bowyer, the publisher, who collected
and arranged the engravings, etchings, and draw-
ings, at great eapense and labour; and he is said
to have been engaged upwards of thirly years in
rendering it perfect. It was insured in the Al-
bion Insurance Otlice for £3,000.— London paper.

Tuc only son of the cclehrated Mr. Bonke,
died before his father. The affecting circuinstan-
ces of hiis last illness are graphically described by
Dr. Lawgesce. They are so truly pathetic as
to be worthy of heing extensively known :—

¢« {n June, 1797, he was returned to Parliament
for Malton, and appointed liish Secretary to Earl
Fitzwilliam § but consumption came rapidly up-
on him, and he died on the 24 August following.
On the morning of his death, the lamentations of
his father 2nd mother reached him where he lay.
He rose fiom his bed, and desited Lis scrvants to
suppott him towards tihe room where they were
sitting in tcars. He endeavoured to enterinto a
conversation with his futher; but grief keeping
Mr. Burke silent, the son said: ¢ 1 am under no
terror—7 fecl uﬁpclf beller, and in spirits—and
yet my Leart flutters, I know not wby. IPray

talk to me, Sir!—talk of religion—talk of moral-
ty—talk, if you will, of indifferent subjects.’—
Then turning round, he exclaimed, ¢ What naise
is that ?¥— does it rain 7= No: it is the rustling of
wind through the trees ;> and immediately, with
a voice as clear as cver in his life, and with a
more thun common grace of action, he repeated
{rom Adain’s moming hymn—
¢ His praise, ye winds ! that from four quarters blow,
Breathe soft or loud—-and wave your tups, ye pincs !
With cvery plunt, in sign of worship, wave.’
e began again, and again pronounced the lines
with the same happiness of clocution and gesture
—waved his hand in sign of worship—and, wor«

sLipping. sauk into the anns of Lis parenuts, as in
a profound and sweet sleep—dead 1?

Ix the hour of death, remember that every thing
in the parting soul fades and dies away : poetry,
reflection, cflort, each carthly joy; the night-
tlower of faith alone Llooms, and Hourishes, uud

stiengthens, with its fragrance, in the last closing
datkness.

e ]
POETRY.
JUDAI'S SUEPHERDS,

BY THE REV. J. PIBRPONT.

THE night was moenless,  Judal’s shepherds keps
‘Their atarlight walch 3 their flocks around them olept.
To heaveu’s blue fields their wakeful cyes wers turn'd,
And to the fires that tlcre, etcrnal, burn'd.

Those azure rcgions had been peopled long,

With Fancy’s children, by the sous of song :

And there the simple shepherd, conning o'cr

His humble pittance of Chaldean lore,

Saw, in the stillness of a starry night,

The swan snd cagle wing their silent fight 3

Aud, on their spangled pinions, as they flew,

On laracl’s vales of verdure shower the dew ¢

Sarw there the Lrilliant gems that nightly fare

In the thin mist of Berenice's hair ;

And there Bootes roll his lucid wain,

Ou sparkling wheels along th ctheeial plain g

And there the Pleiudes, in tuneful gyre,

[tursue (ur ever the star-studded Lyre ;

Aud there, with Lickering lash, heaven’s Chatioteer
Urge round the Cynosure the bright career.

While thus the shepherds watch’d the host of uight,
O’cr heaven’s blue concave ash’d a suddes light.
T unrolling glory spread its folds divine
O'cr the green hills and vales of Palestine ;

And lo! descending angels hovering there,

Stretch®d their loose wings, and in the purple air
tHung o'ce the steepless guardiuns of the fold ¢
When that high authem, clear, and strong, and Lold,
On wavy paths of trembling cther ran—

¢¢Glory to God—benevolence to tnan ;

Yeace Lo the world ;”--and in full concert came
From silver tubes, aud harps of golden framc,

‘Thic loud and sweet response, whose choral straios
Linger’d and languish’d on Judea’s plains.

Yon living lamps, charm’d from their chambers blue,
By airs so heaven'ly, from he sktes withdrew ;

¢ All 1"-all but one, that hung and burn’d aloge,
And with mild flustre over Bethilchem shone.
Chaldean sages saw that orb afar

Glow unextinguish'd :~="twas Salvation’s Star.
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