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UTILITY OF ENOWLEDGE IN RELATION TO A FUTURE WORLR

The following chapter is taken from a work entitled ¢ The Improve-
ment of Society,” wiitten by Thomas Dick, now living in Broughty-Ferry,
near Dundee, Scotland, one of the greaterss Christign philophers and authors
of the present day. His works on ¢Mental Hlumination,” < Celestial
Scenery,” < Philosophy of Religion,” ¢ Philosophy of & Future State,”
and a variety of other subjects, have given him a name and a fame that
will not soon perish. The subject of this chapter is of capital importance,
as embracing views and reasons highly calculated to enlist our whole ener-
gies to proniote virtue and destroy vice beth in ourselves and society gen-
erally, since the character we form in this primaryor Preparatory state
shall not be lost forever. We solicit 'a careful examunation of his premises
and conclusions. :

“ Man is a being destined for cgernity. The present world
threugh which he is travelling is only a .ransitory scene, in-
troductery to an imm .tal existence. =~ Wher his corporeal
frame sinks into the grave and is :esolved into its primitive
elements, the intellectual principle by which he was animated
shall pass into another region, and be happy or miserable, ae-
cording to the governing prmiciples by which i1t was actuated iz
the present life. ‘The werld in which we now reside may be
considered as the great nursery of our future and eternal exist-
ence, as a state of probation in which we are educating for an
mmmortal hife, and as preparatory to our entemmg on higher
scenes of contemplaton and enjovment. In this point of view,
it 1s of importance to consider, that our present views and re-
collections will be carried along with us into that future warld,
that our virtues or vices will be as immortal as ourselves, and
ipfluence our future as well as our present happiness, and conse-
quently, that every study 1n which we engage, every disposition
we now cultivate, and every action we perform 1s to be regarded
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218 UTILITY OF KNOWLEDGE

as pointing beyond the present 1o an unseen and eternal existence.

«1f, then, we admit that the present state is connected with the
future, and that the hour of death is not the iermination of our
existence, it must be a matter of the utmost importance that the
mind of every candidate for immortality be tutored in those de-
partments of knowledge which have a Telation to the future
world, and which will tend to qualify bhim for engaging in the
employments, and for relishing the pleasures and enjovments of
that state. The following remarks are intended to illustrate this
position:

“We may remark, in the first place, in general, that the know-
ledge acquired in the present state, whatever be its nature, will
be caryied along with us when we wing our flight to the eternal
world. In passing into that world we shall not lose any of the
mental faculties we now possess, nor shall we lose our identity,
or consciousness of being the same persons we now feel ourselves
fo be ; otherwise,we behooved to be a different order of creatures,
and consequently could not be the subjects either of reward or

" of punishment for any thing done in the present state. A des-

truction of our faculties, or a total change of them, ox the loss of
cousciousness, would be equivalent to. an annihilation of our
existence. : '

“We have an exemplification of this.in the parable of our Sa-
viour, respecting the rich man, and Lazarus, where Abraham is
represented as addressing, the former in these words—*“ Son,
remember, that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good:things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things ;" evidently implying, that the
rich man retained the power of memory, that he possessed a
consciousness that he was the same thinking being that existed;
in a former state, and that - he had a; perfect recollection of the
conduct he pursued, and the scenes in which he was placed in
this sublunary world. If; then, it be admitted, that we shall be,
substantially, the same intellectual beings as at present, though
placed in different circumstances, and that the ideas and moral
principles we now acquire will pass along with us into futurity,
and influence our conduct and happiness in that state,—it cannot
be a matter of indifference whether the mind of an immortal being
be left to grope amid the mists of ignorance, and to sink into im-
mortality, or be trained up in the knowledge of every thing that
has a bearing on its eternal destination. On the contraiy, noth-
ing can be of higher value and importance to every human being,
considered as immortal, than to be trained to habits of reasoning
and reflection, and to acquire that knowledge of his Creator, of
himself, of his duty, and of the relations in which he stands to
this world and to the next, which will qualify him for the society
in which he is hereafter to mingle, and the part he has to act in
a higher scene of action and enjoyment. For, as gross ignor-
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e

anceis the source of immoral action, and as immoral principles

and habits unfit the soul for the pleasures and employments of ah

immottal state, the man who is allowed to remain amid the nat-

ural darkness of his understanding can have little hope of happi-

ness in the future world, since he is destitute of those qualifica- ;

tions which are requisite in order to his relishing its enjoyments. -
« In the second place, that the acquisition of general knowledge,
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and habits of mental activity, would induce persons o serious f".,
inquiries 1mio the evidences of @ Sfuture state. Although there are i
few persons, in a Christiar, country, who deny the existence of v

3 fiture woild, yet we have too much reason to believe that the
~feat majority of the population in every country are not thor- “
oughly convinced of this important trath, and that they pass their
; Jives just as if the present were the ultimate scene of their desti- i
t nation. Notwithstanding all the © church-going” which is so ;
: common among us, both among the higher and the lower classes, i
and the numerous scrmons which a¥e preached in relation to

| this subject, it does not appear that one-half of our population ;
Q have any fixed and impressive belief of the reality of an eternal i
' world. If it were otkerwise, 1t would be more frequenily man- #

ifested in their general temper, conversation, and conduct. But
we find the great muss of society as keenly cnga ed in the all-
{ engrossing pursuit-of wealth and honors as if . enjoyments of
this world were to last for ever. In general conversation in the "
; social circle, the topic of a future world, and our relation to it, is § i
i studiously avoided. :
; &« 'While a persot may talk with the utmost ease about a pro-
jected voyage to America, the East Indies, or Van Dieman’s
’ Land, and the geographical peculiariiics of these regions, and be
listenea to with pleasure,—were he to 1alk, in certain respectable
companies; of his departare to another world, and of the import-
ant realities to which he will be introduced in that state,—were
he even to suggest a hint that the scene of our eternal destina-
tion ought occasionally to form the subject of conversation,— \
cither a sarcastic sneer or a solemn gloom would appear on every '
face, and he would be regarded as 2 wild enthusiast or a sanc- d
timonious hypocrite. But why should men manifest such a de- o
gree of apathy in regard to this topiC, and even an aversion to B
: the very idea of it, if they live under solemn, impressions of their ’ ’
A connexion with an immortal existence? Every one who admits :
the idea of a future world must also admit that it is one of the
most interesting and momentous subjects that can oceupy his A
. attention, and that it as far excecds in importance the concerns
{ of this life, as the ages of cternity exceed the fleeting periods of
! time. ~ And if so, why should we not appear as eager and inter- ;
ested in conversation on this subject, as we sometimes are in re-
lation to a voyage to some distant land? Yet, among the ma-
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jority of our fellow-men, there is scarcely any thing to which
their attention is less directed, and the very idea of it is almost
lost amid the bustle of business, the acquisition of wealth, the
dissipations of society, and the vain pageantry of fashionable life.

“Among many other causes of the inditference which prevails
on this subject, zgnorance and mental inactivity are none of the
least. Immersed in sensual gratifications and pursuits, unac-
quainted with -the pleasures of inteilect, and unaccustomed to
rational trains of reflection, multitudes pass through life without
any serious consideration of the future scene of another world,
resolved, at the hour of dissclution, to take their chance with
the generations that have gone before them. But were men
once aroused to mental activity, and to the exercise of their rea-
soning powers on important ebjects, they would be qualified for
investigating the evidences which demonstrate the immortality
of man, which could not il to impress their minds with a strong
conviction of the dignity of their intellectual natures, and of
their high destination. : :

“In the next place, the acquisition of knowledge, in connezion
with the cultivation of moral principles and. Christian affections,
would tend to prepare the mind for the inlercourses and employ-
ments of the future world, ¥From divine revelation we are assu-
red, that in the future state of happiness the righteous shall not
only join the company of ¢ the spirits of just mer made perfect,”
but shall also bé admitted into “ the general assembly of angels.”
‘With these pure and superior intelligences, and, doubtless too,
with the inhabitants of other warlds, shall the redeemed inhabi-
tants of our globe hold delightful intercourse, and join in their
sublime conversation on the most exalted subjects. Oneé of the
employments in which they will be incessantly engaged will be,
to contemplate the Divine works and administration, and to in-
vestigate the wonders of creating power, wisdom, and goodness,
as displayed thronghout the upiverse. For such are the repre-
sentations given in Scripture of the exercises of the heavenly
world. Its inhabitants are represented as raising the following
song of praise to their Creator,—* Great and marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty ! Just and true are thy ways, thou
King of saints;” which evidently implies that both the wonders
of his creation and the plan of his moral government are the
subjects of their intense study and investigation. And in another
scene exaibited in the book of Revelation, they are represented
in the sublime adorations they offer to “ Him who liveth for ever
and ever,” as exclaiming, “ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory, and honor, and power ; for thou hast created all things,
and for thy pleasure they are and were created ;” plainly indi-
cating that the scenes of the material universe, and the Divine
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IN RELATION TO A FUTURE WORLD. 221

perfections as displayed in them, arc the objects of their incess-
ant contemplation. .

“ Now in order to our being prepared for such intercourses
and employments, two grand qualifications are indispensably
requisite. In the first place, the cultivation of moral principle
and conduct, or, in other words, the attainment of that holiness
which the Scriptures enjoin, “ without which,” we are assured,
“no man can see the Lord;” that is, can hold no delightful in-
tercourse with him through tke medium of his works and provi-
dential dispensations. ithout this qualification we are alto-
gether unfit for being introduced into the assembly of angels and
other pure intelligences, and for joining with them in their holy
services and sublime adorations—as unfit as an ignorant Hot-
tentot, 2 wild Bosheman, or the lowest dregs of society would
be to take a part in an assembly of learned divines, statesmen,
or philosophers. In order to a delightful association with any
rank of intelligences there must exist a certain congeniality of
disposition and sentiment, without which an intimate intercourse
would be productive of happiness to neither party. Persons of
proud and revengeful dispositions, and addicted to vicious indul-
gence, could find no enjoyment in a society where all is humil-
ity and affection, harmony and love; nor could pure and holy
beings deligt in associating with them, without supposing the
moral laws of the Creator and the constitution of the intelligent
universe entirely subverted. Such characters are as opposite
to each other as light and darkness ; and, therefore, we may as
soon expect to make the east and west points to meet together,
or to stop the planets in their career, as to form an harmonious
union between the ignorant and vicious, and the enlightened and
virtaous inhabitants of the celestial world. In the next Place, a
knowledge of the character of God, of his moral dispensations,
and of his works of creation must form a preparation for the
exércises of the heavenly state; since these are some of the
subjects which occupy the attention of “the innumerable com-
pany of angels and the spirits of just men made perfect.” But
how could we be supposed to engage in such studies, and to rel-
ish such employments, if we remain altogether unacquainted
with them till oul spirits take their flight from these tabernacles
of clay? How could a man whose mind is continvally grovel-
ling among the meanest and the most trivial objects, whose soul
never rises above the level of his daily labours, which necesssi-
ty compels. him to perform, whose highest gratification is to ca-
rouse with his fellows, to rattle a set of dice, or to shuffle a pack
of cards, and who is incapable of prosecuting a train of ration-
al thought-—how could such a one be supposed qualified for en-
tering, with intelligence and delight, into the sublime investiga-
tions and lofty coutemplations which arrest the attention, and
form the chief exercises « of the saints in light 7"
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222 UTILITY OF KNOWLEDGE, &ec.

“ But itis casy to conceive what transporting pleasures will
be felt by an enlightened and virtuous individual, when he is ush-
ered into a scene where his prospects wiil be enlarged, his facul-
ties expanded, and the causes which now obstruct their energies
for ever removed. He will feel himself in his native element,
will resume his former investigations on 2 more enlarged scale,
and with more vigour and activity, and enjoy the prospect of
perpetually advancing throughout an interminable suctession of
existence. Having studied the moral charactet of God as dis-
played in hisWord and the dispensations of his providence ; hav-
ing acquired, after all his researches, only a faint and imperfect
glimpse of his moral attributes ; having met with many difficul-
ties and labyrinths in the movements of the Divine government
which he was altogether unable to unravel, which produced an
ardent longiug after a more enlarged sphere of vision—how
gratifying to such a mind must itbeto contemplate the Divine
character in the fullness of its glory,to behold the appzrent incon-
sistencies of the Divine government reconciled, its intricate ma-
zes unravelled, its wisdom and rectitude displayed, and the veil
which concealed from mortals the reasons of its procedure for
ever withdrawn! Having taken a cursory survey of the dis-
plays of Divine wisdom and goudness in the arrangement of our
sublunary sytem, and in the construction of the animai and ve-

getable tribes with which it is furnished ; having directed his
views by the light of science fo the celestial regions; having
caught u glimpse of the astonishing operations of Almighty power
in the distant spaces of the firmament; having beerd overwhelmed
with wonder and amazement 4t the extent and grandeur of the
Divine empire: having cast many a longing look towards dis-
tant worlds, mingled with many anxious Inquiries into their na-
ture and destination which he was unable to resolve, and having
felt an ardent desire to learn the history of their population, and
to behold the scene of the universe a little more unfolded—what
transporting joys must be felt by such an individual, when he
shall enter into a world where “he shall know even as also he
is known ;” where the veil which intercepted his view of the
wonders of creating power shall be removed ; where the cheru-
bim and the seraphim, who have winged their flight through re-
gions of immensity impassable by mortals, shall rehearse the
history of other worlds; where the sphere of vision will be en-
larged, the faculties invigorated, and the glories of Divine good-
ness, wisdom, and omnipotence displayed in all their effulgésrice’!
Having familiarized such objects to his mind during this first
stage of his existence, he will enter on the prosécution of new
discoveries of Divine perfection with a renovated holy ardour,
of which rude and grovelling minds are incapable, which will
fill his soul with cestatic rapture—even “ with joy unspeakable

and full of glory.”
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CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 223

“ Let us suppose, for the sake of illustration, two individuals
of appogite charactexs, entering the future world at the same
time—the one rude, ignoront, and vicious ; and the other “re-
nawed in the spirit of his mind,” and enlightened with all the
knowledge. which science and revelation can furnish—it is evi-
dent that, although they were both ushered into the same locali-
ty, their state and enjoyments would be altogether different.

The one would sink, as it were, io his natural level, following
the principles, propensities, and passions which he previously
indulged ; and, although he were admitted into the society of

ure and enlightened spirits, he would remain as a cheerless, in-
sulated wretch, without intellectual activity, and destitute of en-
joyment. Finding no pleasures suited to his benighted mind and
his grovelling affections, he would be fain to flee to other regions
and to more, congenial associates, as the cwl flies from the vocal
grove and the society of the feathered choir, and prefers the
shades of night to the beams of day. Like this gloomy bird,
which delights in obscure retreats and rugged ruins, and has no
relish for blooming gardens and flowery meads—the unenlight-
ened and unsanctified soul would feel itself unhappy and, impris-
oned, as it were, even amid triumphant spirits and the splendours
of immortal day. Whereas the other, having ardently longed
for'such a state, and having previously undergone the requisite
preparation for its enjoyments, feels himself in a region suited
to his taste, mingles with associates congenial to his disposition,
engages in exercises to which he was fermerly accustomed, and
in which he delighted, beholds a prospect, boundless as the uni-
verse, rising before him, on which his faculties may be exercised
with everlasting improvement and everlasting delight, and, con-
sequently, experiences a “fulness of joy” which can never be
interrupted, hut, will be always increasing “ world without end.”

CALL T0 THE MINISTRY.

The following essay was written by a brother and handed me for pub..
lication. As it is somewhat lengthy, I have taken the liberty of dividing
itinfo seetions, giving a part now, with a promise of the remaining portion
nextmonth :— .

In entering upon the following subject, it is not without a due sense of
itsimpoitance. I am well aware that I shall come iu contact with long
established ‘customs and doctrines. I shall therefore treat it with all can-
dor, carefulness, and prayerfulness. I would entreat the reader to hear me
patiéntly and candidly until I shall have finished. I will endeavour to pre-
sent the matler in the light of divine wisdom. My proofs shall in most
cases be drawn from the fountain of religious light, the Holy Scriptures.—
Teo them an appeal should be made on all matters of Christian doctrine and
practice.
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224 CALL TO THE MINISTRY.

Allow me, then, to asl and answer & question, the proper solution of
which would relieve Christianity of many an infidel scoff. “The call to
the Ministry—what is i¢? One has wisely said, « there is a special call,
a general call, and no call at all.” Should we undertake to follow the va-
rious religious sects, and see what their notions are on this highly important
subject, perhaps it would be tedious o myself and unprofitable to the:
reader. T shall content myself with a few remarks on this point,and then
turn to the fountain of truth. Many of the religious denominations of the
day claim a ¢ special call to the work of the ministry 3 and no one has
this call only those who are designed by the Lord to fill the sacred office.
A fact that no one can successfully deny, is, that all the knowlédge that
mankind has or can obtain comes through some one or more of the five
senses. A call, is one individual addressing another, Jesus said, < Many
are called but few are chosen.” How did he callthem?  He said « come
unto me all you that are weary and heavy laden.” God said ¢ come un-
to me all ye ends of the earth and be ye saved.”” These calls were ad-
dressed to man through the sense of hearing. The prophets of olden time
were called of God, and how did he call them? God said unto Noah,
¢ the end of all flesh is come before me,” &c. «And the Lord seid unto
Noah, come thou and all thy house,” &e. ¢« Now the Lord had satd unto
Abraham,” &c. < And the Lord appeared unto Abraham, and-said,”
&c. <« And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called
unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.” ¢«“:Now
after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the
Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses® minister, saying,” &e.—
The call of Samuel the prophet is a case in point. ¢ The Lord said unto
him,” &c. From the foregoing we learn that the call which the prophets
received was special, and that they were called vocally, or through the
sense of hearing. They were all called for some special purpose, and after
their call they spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. :

All those holy men of old, and all the apostles of our Lord, called in this
special manner, had a special work to perform ; and the proot of this spe-
cial call was the performance of that special work. The power of work-
ing miracles, or {oretelling future events, was assigned them. One im-
portant fact to be kept in mind, is, that those who were called to fill these
stations, all testified the same things. There were no contradictions in
their statements. A complete harmony existed although they lived. many
hundred years apart. The reason is obvious. God is not the author of
confusion. He cannot lie. They spoke the words the Holy Spirit put in
their mouths. Thus, we have seen what the special call is, and how they
who received it harmonized in their statements, and we must conclude
that any one specially called now must be called iu the same manner, and
that there should be harmony in their communications,as well as miracles
following. Such being the case, their communications to us would be the
same as the scriptures of the Old and New Testament.

Men in our day who claim the special call, say they are addressed thro’
another of the five senses, viz: feeling. I believe there are and have been
a few Jeremiah Wilkinsons and Joe Smiths who say they heard the Lord
speak to them ; but the major part, are, as they say, addressed through
their feelings. The modern special call says that a few chosen vessels are
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CORRESPONDENCE. 225

selected out of the many to preach the gospel, and, Paul-like, they feel that

woe is unto them if they preach not the gospel. Noiv, those who are se- |

lected by the Lord are moved upon by a special operation of his spirit.—
Anything special is out of the common or ordiriary coutse, and consequently,
when they are specially moved upon, it is in a different way from that in
which ihe spirit operates upon other Christians, in other words, there is one
operation for preachers and another for laymen, as they are termed.  They
say when they yield to the heavenly calling, they are by the same
spirit qualified for their high work ; for the Lord has promised to be mouth
and wisdom to them, that they should not study what they speak, since it
will be made known to them in the same moment what they are o say.
I doubt not, reader, that you have often heard ministers who fancy they
are of this favoured class, before they rise to preach, pray to the Lord to be
to them mouth and wisdom, mind and mattter, and then when they take
their text tell the audience they are going to speak as their minds are led.
This they do to be consistent. : )

Allow me, then, to scratinize a little upon this point. Those individuals
who thus profess to be called do not agree with each other. One called in
this way will preach one ism, and another called in the same way will
will preach another ism, each in his turn preaching the doctrines and
sentiments of his peculiar sect; and these doctrines and sentiments
perhaps never seen in or learned from the bible, but from the creed or
catechism of their respective bodies.  Thus, one will preach that a part
of mankind is elected from all eternity to eternal hfe, and the remainder re-
probated. The elect must be saved, and the reprobate reprobated. While,
on the other hand, another will preach that none are elected or reprobated
by divine decree, and that salvation is free for all who will come and par-
take of the waters of life. .Again, one will preach that none of the ordi-
nanees of the Christian religion ars to be herally performed or obeyed ;
while another says that in order to insure salvation, they mustall be literally
performed. I might thus box the compass of sectarianism, and no two
points would agree. In all this there must be a wrong. If called by the
spirit as they profess, and the spirit tells them what to preach, then the
contradictionsare to be ascribed to that heavenly and divine agent, 2 con-
clusion to which all well taught bible students would shudder to arrive.—-
What 2 bundle of contradictions the whole sectarian worldis! Who can
wonder that infidelity stalks proudly through our Jand. 2.

[To be continued.]

A, A A

For « The Witness of Truth.’
Toronto Townswip, June 16, 46.
Bro. Oliphant,

This is an age of excitement and deep enquiry. I wonder not
that many in their industry and haste after knowledge grasp error for truth.
Ther sources of information are deficient,and their seribes, without author-
ity. The fountain being bitter, the whole stream is disagreeable and un-
healthy, < Take my yoke upon yva and learn of e, for I am meek and
lowly in heart.” < Ifye continue in my word then arc yc my disciples fn-

deed, and ve shall know the truth and the truth shall make vou free.»—
) 2
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226 CORRESPORDENCE.

These imperishable sayings of the Son of God should sink deep into the-
hearts of all who desire to obtain a knowledge of the new covenant. The
Saviour, regardless of the traditions of the elders, boldly and clearly pro-
mulged the message delivered him by his Father to twelve individuals
denominated Apostles, authorising them to publish it to all nations, to bless
and save them from their sins. To learn ofthem is to learn of Jesus. -What
then is our pole star—what given for our imitation? Doubtless Jesus and
the Apostles. Should we desire better, more exalted models? Happy
they who imitate them. Whatin days of yore gave freedom to sinners?
Ans. An obedience from the %eart to that form of doctrine originally deliv-
ered by Heaven’s gifted messengers. The source whence the gospel ema-
nated i3 pure and divine. Itwas from above. God gaveit to Jesus. Jesus
gave it to the Aposties—and the Apostles delivered it to us. The channel
is perfectly clear and accessible to all. Alas! for antagonistic bodies who
are in pursuit of shadows, oxchanging the authority of Heaven for that of
human tradition. Jesus and the Apostles were free, they therefore could
teach freedom ; and who would not wish to obey Jesus and his Apostles—
the dear Apostles—the good Apostles? < For even hereunto were ye
called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that ye
should follow kis steps. 'Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth. Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered
he threatened not, but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.”
Having formed an acquaintance with a worthy person, we scorn to forsake
him. Our attachment is strengthened as welearn his amiable disposition.
So with the gospel. As we perceive its superior excellence, we love,
we honor it. And shall we forsake the gospel and cleave to human tradi-
tions? Bynomeans. This degrades—that elevates mankind, When a
friend performs deeds of mercy we revere him. And what has Jesus
done for us? The tongue fired with celestial eloquence would fail to tell.
His immortal deeds astonished the world, and for our sakes he ¢ became
obedient unto death—even the death of the cross,” that we might enjoy the
privilege of being sonsof God. Did love ever on any former occasion ex-
hibit itself thus?  Sons and daughters of Adam, weep for your sins—re-
joice in redemption—th~ Saviour is crowned. Honor the Lord and love
his people. ¢ He who says I love God and hates his brother is a liar™;
and “we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren because Jesus
through love gave his for us. Whe can forbear lovinga brother or sister
who imitates the Lord? One who reviles not, who is “meek and lowly*
and threatens not, must be lovely indeed. Isit not judicious to keep those
ancientworthies constantly before our minds? Yer. methinks, is the simul-
taneous respond. Itshould be the ambition of every disciple toshine aslights
in the world—in short to become a paragon in christian ckaracter. I hope
my dear brother the Lord will bless your efforts in rebuking those who
teach for doctrine # institutions merely human.”
Anos CLENDENAN.

Ler 7E Miser near.—He that by usury and unjust gain in-
creaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity
the poor.—Prov. 28: 8.
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CHRISTIAN PRAYER.
No. 3.

Any doctrine or custom not having the sanction of the divine
word, however popularand respectable in society, and however
agreeable to educational feeling, isnot to be approved, received,
or advocated by those who would properly regard inspired au-
thority. Opinion, and traditionary habit, are not to be mention-
ed as having the least weight in arriving at a just decision of
what we as disciples of the Lord Jesus should believe and prac-
tise. We are not therefore attempting to enforce any custom,
opinion, or tradition, as such ; but we are endeavoring to show
what is the mind of the Spiritin reference to a religious duty not
clearly understood,and consequently neither loved nor practised.
Whence, then, we ask, is prayer —of heaven, or of men? If
of men we are under no obligation to observe it ; if of heaven,
we, as loyal subjects of heaven’s king, are not permitted to re-
fuse a willing comgliance. This, then, is the question. This set-
tled and all is settled.

But still we cannot treat the subject as though it were doubt-
ful; for we have already offered a reflection or two in favour of
the primitive observance of prayer that will not probably be
easily gainsayed or refuted. We therefore speak with confi-
dence—not as the scribes who have no authority. A few re-
marks are yet on hand by way of establishing what has been
said on the duty of constant and fervent petition, and then we
shall leave the department of proof and proceed to consider
another feature of the subject.

Three things are before our mind ;—the example of Jesus,
his sayings and instructions, and the practice of the Apostles.—
From all these let us see what may be learned of christian prayer,
and if we learn anything, let us see how faithfully we can re-
duce it to practice. “So shall we be his disciples indeed.’

And we have not long to behold the pattern which our Saviour
has left in order to perceive the supreme importance of petition
to the heavenly Father. Even before he commenced his public
ministry, at his baptism by John in presence of the people, im-
medately on rising from the water, he was exercised in prayer,
when the heavens were opened, and the spirit visibly descended
upon him, and the voice of God was heard, saying, ¢This is my
beloved Son.’ Let it then be noted, that the first part of the Sa-
viour's dedication in giving himself to the work that he was to
finish, and in fulfilling all righteousness, was to look up to heaven
and pray ; and let it be noted again that it was while in this de-
vout and dependent exercise that he was publicly acknowledged
from heaven before the Jewish nation to be God’s Son. But did
he pray only once ?—was he found in prayer afterwards ?— hss
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228 CHRISTIAN PRAYER.

he left an example of constant prayer? The evangelist Mark,
beforc he has written one chapter of his narrative, records of
him, that, ‘In the morning, risingup a great while before day,
he went oul, and retired to a solitary place, and prayed there?
Again, we learn that he departed and prayed alone, immedi-
ately after he fed the five thousand in the wilderness. Luke, in
his sixth chapter, says that he went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God.” In his ninth chapter
he records,— It came to pass, as he was praying alone, his dis-
ciples came to him.’ And in the same chapter we have an in-
stance somewhat remarkable. ‘And about eight days after these
things, Jesus took Peter, and John, and James, and went up into
a mountain to pray ; and as he prayed, the fashion of his coun-
tenance was altered, and his raiment white and glistering.’—
This is an accouat of his transfiguration. He was, it appears,
transformed in the presence of these three disciples while en-
gaged ip prayer. If any one is disposed to say that this prayer
was upon an occasion more than ordinary, I reply that there
was nothing extraordinary until he prayed,and that it was while
praying the fashion of his countenance changed.

At the grave of Lazarus, among the Jews at Jerusalem, with
his disciples at the last supper, in the garden of Gethsemane, on
the cross as he suffered unto death, we find a praying Jesus.—
O what a pattern of prayer ! He prays even among the enemies
and for the enemies who crucify him !! Remarkable example!
He begins and finishes the work svhich the Lord gave him to do
by prayer!

His instractions to the disciples on this subject.are also full of
interest. ‘The disciples, indeed, although at the beginning ex-
ceedingly ignorant of the affairs of his kingdom in general, and
of theit own duty in particalar, did not wait for a command to
prav, but came of their own accord and requested, ¢ Lord, teach
us to pray, as John did bis disciples ;'—that is, teach us how or
in what manner we shoold pray. Now, mark—if prayer was
to be considered unnecessary by the Saviour, or if it was to be
abrogated or rendered useless with all the ceremonies of the
Mogaic law, he would have given no encouragement to the dis-
ciples in making this request, but he would have dissuaded them
from it, saying to them, *I tell'you, my disciples, you may pray
no longer, for all old things are passing-away, and, behold, they
are become new. Youhave heard it said by them of old time
that hely men should pray unto God, but Isay to you, pray not
at al), neither as you have done, nor in any other manner ; for
you are henceforth to be not under law but under grace” But
the faot of the Saviour telling them how they should pray, guard-
ing them against certain improprieties in respect to it, is cvidence
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enough that there was yet a continuance of this old and devout
custom. . .

“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation,’ said the
Great Teacher to his chosen few. ¢And he spake a parable
unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and
noy faint” ¢ And when you stand praying, forgive, if you have
ought against any.” ¢ When you pray, use not vain repetitions
as the heathens ; for they think they will be heard for their much
speaking” ¢ After this manner pray you” And again he says,
¢ Pray the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth laborers
into his harvest’ These are a few of the'sayings of our Lord
in speaking to his disciples respecting the duty we have been
considering. Now, so long as. we live in the same world with
the apostles ; so long as temptations of the same nature exist; so
long as we are liable to faint and grow weary in well doing ; and
so Jong as the Lord’s people are called upon to engage in reap-
ing a spiritial harvest, we are left without excuse in questioning
the propriety, nay, the indispensable necessity of prayer. If,
then, it cannot be shown that we who live at this day are stron-
ger, more fortunate, and better prepared 1o resist temptation,
and if it be acknowledged without proof that we are still subject
to temptation, it follows that we are under the same authority to
watch and to pray as were the first disciples. In common with
all humanity, they ‘were encompassed with trials and temptations,
and, if a remedy was not provided, these temptations would
overcome them; hence the Saviour enjoins watchfulness and
prayer. And unless we ‘go and do likewise, we will never
join their company, If the world overcome us, instead of us
overcoming the world, we cannot be on the list of beavenly
conquerors.

Of a truth we know that temptations are as numerous, and
human nature with all its powers, as feeble and ready to fail. as
they have been. Satan is as crafty as ever. The world as full
of seducing charmi. Man himself, speaking of his nature, has not
improved ; nor has he at present any symptoms of inherent ex-
cellency. Who then speaks of the importance of prayerin
times past, but as being needless and worthless now?

It will now be in order to ascertain whether the Apostles them- .

'selves were given to prayer, that we may follow them as they
follow Christ. Soon as the Lord was parted from them, while
conversing on Mount Olivet at the time of his ascension, they
returned to Jerusalem, and went up into an upper room, where
many of the disciples were convened, and ‘¢ these all continued
with one accord in prayer and supplication’. Shortly after we
kave an account of a witness being substituted in the place of
Judas. ¢And they appointed two, and they prayed, saying.
Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, show which of
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230 EXTRACTS.

these two thou hast chosen.” Of those who at first received the
gospel when preached by the Apostles, it is said, ¢ they continued
steadfastly in the Apostle’s doctrine, fellowship,breaking of bread,
and prayer.’ Persecution arising, and some of the apostles being
evilly treated, when they again returned to their company, itis
reported that ¢ they lifted up their voice to God with one accord.’
< And when they had prayed, the place where they were assem-
bled was shaken, and they were all filled with the holy spirit,
and they spake the word of God with boldness” And markthe
reason the Apostles gave for the appointment of Deacons to
serve tables. ¢Itis not reasonable that we should leave the
word of God and serve tables. But we will give ourselves con-
stantly to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” The Apos-
tles, filled with all the graces, gifts, and powers of the Holy
Spirit, giving themselves continually to prayer as well as the min-
istry of the werd ! O ye prayerless preachers ! how much more
qualified are you to proclaim the gospel than were the first her-
alds, when you have no need of prayer!!

Stephen, the first martyr, and one of the seven Deacons chosen
by the church at Jerusalem, when stoned unto death by the
persecuting Jews, yielded up his spirit in prayer. Full of the
spirit of his Master, he prayed in fervor both for himselfand the
persecutors who were guilty of his blood.

The travels of the Apostle Paul, whether he laboured among
Jews or Gentiles, are replete with incidents expressive of his
constant devotion, and consistency in following his own exhort-
ation, by ‘continuing instant in prayer!? Not only when the
light shone around him while on the roaa from Jerusalem, and
afterwards at Damascus while his eyes were sealed, but in the
jail at Philippi, in the house of Lydia, at Miletus, by the shore
near Tyre, at Malta by the sick bed of the father Publius, and in
his anxious desire for the prosperity and welfare of all the church-
es, we learn that the Apostle ‘bowed his knees before the God and
Father of all’, and was not ashamed 1o thus depend upon God by
devout prayer.

But my sheet is.full,and a few thoughts that have been crowded
out must find room in another number.

Consucror.

New York City, 1st July, 1846.

EXTRACT FRON THE THIRD EPISTLE OF PETER,
The Performance of Preacking,

When you go to the church to preach, go not by the retired
way where go those that would shun the crowd, but go in the
bighway where go the multitude, and see that you have on the
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robes of black, and take heed that your pace be measured well,
and that your march be stately.

Then shall your ©hearts be lifted up,” even as the hearts of
mighty men shall they be lifted up. And youshall be gazed
upon by the mulutude, and they shall honour you; and the men
shall praise you, and the women. shall glorify you, even by the
wornen shall you be glorified. )

And when you go in, go not as the ordained, prepared only
with a soul to God and with a heart to men, and a spirit filled
with the Holy Ghost ; but go with your pockets full of papers
and full of divine words ; even in your pockets shall your divin-
ty be.

yAnd let your sermor: be full of the enticing words of man’s
wisdom,” and let it be beautified with just divisions, with tropes
and with metaphors, and with hyperbole, and apostrophe, and
with interrogation, and with acclamation, and with syllogisms,
and with sophisms, and throughout let declamation be.

And take good heed to your attitudes and your gestures, know-
ing when to bend and when to erect, when to lift your right
hand and when your left, and let your motions be graceful, even
in your attitudes and in your gestures let your grace be. Thus
shall you be pleasing in the eyes of the pevple and graceful in
their sight.

Let your voice at times be smooth as the stream of the valley,
and soft as the breeze that waves not the bough on its bank ; and
at times let it swell like the wave of the ocean, or like the
whirwind on the mountain top. _

Then shall you charm the ears of your hearers and their hearts
shall be softened, and their minds shall be astounded, and their
souls shall incline to you ; and the men shall incline to you, and
likewise the women ; yea, to your sayings and to your persons
shall they be inclined.

And be you mindful not to offend the people ; rebuke you not
their sins; but when you rebuke sin, rebuke it at a distance; and
let nc man apply your sayings to his own case ; so shall he not
be offended.

If a brother shall raise up the banner of war against brother,
and christians against christians, rebuke them not’; but be some
of you on the one side and some on the other; and tell the one
host that God is on their side, and the other host that he is on
their side ; so make them bold to kill. And even among swords
and lances let your black robes be seen.

Preach you not « Peace on earth and good will to men,” but
preach you glory to the victor, and victory to the brave.

If any man go into a foreign land and seize upon his fellow
man, and put irons on his feet and irons on hig hands, and bring
him across the great deep into bondage : nay, if he tear asunder
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232 EXTRACTS.

the dearest ties of nature, the tenderest leagues of the human-
heart ; if he tear the wife from the husbsnd, and force the strug-
gling infant from its mother’s bleeding breast, rebuke him not !

" And although he sell the n in foreign slavery to toil beneath
the lash all their days, tell him not that -his doings are of Anti-
christ ; for lo ! he is rich and %ives to the church, and is esteermied
pious, so shall younot offend him, lest peradventure he withdraw
himself from your flock. -

Teach them to believe that you have the care of théir souls,
and that the saving mysteries are for your explaining ; and when
you explain your mysteries, encompass them round about with
a bright veil, so bright that through it no man can see.

And lo! you shall bind the judgments of men, (and more es-
pecially of women,) as with a band of iron : and you suall make
them blind in the midst of light, even as the owl is blind in the
noon day sun ; and behold you shall lead them captive to your
reverend wills.

MORAL DISCIPLINE.

The law of habit, when enlisted on the side of righteousness,
not only strengthens and makes sure our resistance to vice, but
facilitates the most arduous performances of viriue. The man
whose thoughts with the purposes and designs to which they lead
are at the bidding of conscience, will, by frequent repetition, at
length describe the same track almost spontaneously, even as in
physical education, things laboriously learned at the first, come
to be done at last without the feeling of an effort. And soin .
moral education, every new achievement of principle smooths
the way to future achievements of the same kind ; and the pre-
cious fruit or purchase of each moral virtue is to set us on higher
and firmer vantage-ground for the corquests of principle in all
time coming. He who resolutely bids away the suggestions of
. avarice, when they comein conflict with the incumbent genero-
sity ; or the suggestions of voluptuotisness, when they come 1ito
conflict with the incubent self-denial ; or the suggestions of anger,
when they come into conflict with the incumbent act of magna-
nimity and forbearance—will at length obtain, not a respite only,
but a final deliverance from their intrusion.

Conscience, the longer it has made way over the obstacles of
selfishness and passion, the less will it give way to these adverse
forces, themselves weakened by the repeated defeats which they
have sustained in the warfare of moral discipline: or, in other
words, the oftener that conscience makes good the supremacy
which she claims, the greater would be the work of violence,
and less the strength for its accomplishment, to cast her down
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from that station of practical guidance and command, which of
right belongs to her. It is just, because, in virtue of the law of
suggestion, those trains of thought and fecling which connect her
first biddings with their final execution, are the less exposed at
every new instance to be disturbed, and the more likely to be
repeated ove~ again, that every good principal is more srength-
ened by its indulgence than before. The acts of virtue ripen into
habits ; and the goodly and permanent result is, the formation’or
establishment of a virtuous character.—Chalmers. '

REMEDIES FOR SECTARIANISY.
[From Dick’s Improvement of Society.}

‘What are the remedies which may be applied for healing the
unhappy divisions which have arisen in the Christian church?
It is evident, in the first place, that we must diseard the greater

art of those human systcms of divinity, and those polemical
writings and controversies, which have fanned the flame of ani-
mosity, and which have so frequently becn substituted in the
room of the oracles of God. We must revert to the Scripturcs
as the sole standard of every religious opinion, and fix our atten-
tion chiefly on those matters of paramount importance which are
clearly revealed, which are obvious to every attentive reader,
and which enter into the essence of the Christian system. For,
to maintain that the Scriptures are not sufficiently clear and ex-
plicit in regard to every thing that has a bearing on the present
comfort and the everlasting happiness of mankind, is nothing
short of a libel on the character of the sacred writers, and an
indignity offered to Him by whose Spirit they were inspired.—
“We must also endeavour to discard the “vain janglings,” the so-
phistical reasonings, and the metaphysical refinements of the
schools, and the technical terms of polemical theology, such as
trinity, hypostatical union, sacraments, &c., and, in our discuss-
ions, especially on mysterious or doubtful subjects, adhere as
nearly as possible to the language of the inspired writers. 1In
particular, more attention ought to be paic to the manifestation
of Christian love,and the practice of rcligion, than to a mere
coincidence of view with regard to certain theological dogmas.
For it is easy to conceive, that a man may be animated by holy
principles and dispositions, although hc may have an obscure
conception, or may even entertain an erroncous opinion of some
of the doctrines of religion; and we know by experience, that
men may contend zealously for what arc considered orthodox
doctrines, and yet be destitute of the spirit of religion, and tram-
ple on its most important practical requirements. And werc the
spirit of our holy religion thoroughly to pervade the different
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234 REMEDIES POR SECTARIANISM.

sections of the church—were Christian affection more gencrally
manifested among all who bear the Christian name, and the
practical -injunctions of Christianity uniformly exemplified in
their conduct, we should soon behold 3 general coincidence of
opinion on every thing that can be deemed important in religion,
and a mutual candour and forbearance, in regard to all subor-
dinate opinions, that do not entey into the essence of religion,
and which ought to be left to the Private judgment of every
inquirer,

But 1 entertain little hope that such measures will be adopted,
and an object so desirable accomplished, while so much ignor-
ance still pervades the minds of the majority of Christians, and
while the range of their intellectual views is so much contracted.
Itis only when the effects of a general diffusion of knowledge
shall be more extensively felt, that a more general and cordial
union of the Christian world is to be expected.  Light in the un-
-derstanding is the source of all reformations, the detector of all
«evils and abuses, the corrector of all errors and misconceptions,
-and the stimulus of every improvement. It-dispels the mists
which prevented our distinet vision of the objects of our contem-
Jplation, discovers the stumbling-blocks over which we had fallen,
JPoints out the devious ways into which we had wandered, and
[presents before us every object in its just magnitude and propor-
tions. The knowledge to which I allude consists, in the first
placein a clear and comprehensive view of the whole system of
divine revelation, in all its connexions and bearings,—and in the
next place, in an acquaintance with all those historical, geo-
graphical, and scientific facts which have g tendency to expand
the capacity of the mind, and to enlarge our conceptions of the
attributes of God, and of the ways of his providence. Where-
ever the mind is thoraughly enlightned in the knowledge ef such
subjects, the tuadency to bigotry and sectarianism will quickly
be destroyed, and the partition walls which now separate the
different " sections of the church will gradually be undermined
and crumble into dust.

whose idcas run in one narrow track, and who has taken a very
limted and paiial survey of the great objects of religion. He
is generally unacquainted with the range of history, the facts of
science, the philosophy of nature, and the physical and moral
state of distant nations. His mind never ranges over the globe,
hor contemplates the remote wonders of the Creator’s empire.—
His reading is chiefly confined 1o the volumes and pamphlets
published by the partisans of his own sect; he can run over
the scriptures and arguments which support his opinions, like a

e



REMEDIES FOR SECTARIANISM. 235

racer in his course, but, if you break inupon his train of thought,
and require him to prove his positions as he goes along, he is at
a stand, and knows not how to procecd. 'v?’hile he magniﬁes,
with a miscropic eye, the importance of his own peculiar views,
he almost overlooks the grand and distinguishing truths of the
Bible, in which all true Christians are agreed. On the other

hand, therc is scarely one instance out of a hundred, of men’

whose minds are thoroughly imbued with the truths of science
and revelation. being the violent abettors of sectarian opinions,
or indulging in party animosities ; for, knowledge and liberality
of sentiments almost uniformly go hand in hand. While we
ought to recognise and appreciate every portion of divine truth,
in so far as we perceive its evidence,—it is nevertheless the dic-
tate of an enlightned understanding, that those truths wiich are
of the first importance demand our first and chief attention.—
Every controversy agitated among Christians on subjects of in-
ferior importance, has a direct tendencyto withdraw the atten-
tion from the great objects which distinguish the revelations of
the Bible; and there cannot be a more fatal delusion, than to ac-
quire correctnotions on matters comparatively unimportant,while
we throw into the shade, or but faintly apprehend,  those truths
which are essential to religion, and of everiasting moment.—
Every enlightned Christian perceives the truth and importance
of this position ; and were it to be universally acted upon, secta-
rian divisions and contententions would soon cease to exist ; for
they have almost uniformly taken place in consequence of at-
taching too great a degrce of importance to matters of inferior
moment.

Were the minds of the members of the Christian church, there-
fore, thoroughly enlightened, and imbued with the moral princi-
ples of the religion of Jesus, we should soon behold, among all
denominations a tendency to union,on the broad basis ef recog-
nising the grand essential truths of christianitv, which formed
the principal subjects of discussion in the sermons of our Saviour
and his apostles—and 2 spirit of forbearance manifested in regard
to all opinions on matters of inferior importance. Were this pe-
riod arrived—and, from the signs of our times, its approachcan-
not be far distant—it would be attended with a train of the most
glorious and auspicious cflects. A merging of party differences,
and a consequent union of enlightned Christians, would dissipate
that spirit of triflng in religion by which so much time has been
absorbed in discussing sectarian opinions, to the neglect of the
great objects of the Christian faith ; for when trivial controver-
sies are quashed, the. time and attention they absorbed would be
devoted to more sublime and important investigations. It would
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have a powerful influence on the propagation of Christianity
throughout the heathen world ; for the whole Christian world
would then become one grand missionary society, whose opera-
tions would be conducted with more efficiency and skill, whose
funds would be much more ample, and whose missidnaries
would e better educated than they now’ are—and those secta-
rian differences of opinion, which now produce so many unhappy
dissensions, for ever prevented from disturbing the harmony of
converts in distant lands. It would cherish the principle of chris-
tian love. detach it from every unholy jealousy, and render it
morc ardent and expansive in its philanthrepic operations. It
would produce a powerful and beneficial influence npon the men
of the world, and even upon infidels themselves ; it would snatch
from them one of their most powerful arguments against the re-
ligion of the Bible, and would allure them to the investigation of
its evidences, by the exhibition it gave of its harmonious and
happy cffects. 1t would have an influence on the minds of the
Roman Catholics. in leading them to an unbiassed inquiry into
the grounds on which the Protestant church is established. At
present, when called upon to examine the doctrines of Protest-
antism, they retort upon us—* You are divided into a hundred
different sects, and are at variance among yourselves; show us
which of these sects is in possession of the truth and we will then
examine your pretensions, and perhaps come over to your stan-
dard,” 1t would have influence on the Jewish people, in remo-
ving their prejudices against the religion of Jesus of Nazareth,
especially were it followed, as it likely would be, with a repeal
of all those statutes which have imposed upon them disabilities,
deprived them of the rights of citizenship, and subjected them to
unchristian severities. In short—in connexion with the general
manifestation ofChristian principle—it would produce a benign
influence on sorrounding nations,and on the world atlarge. For
abody of Chrisians in sucha countryas ours, formed into one
grand association, and acting in harmony, must exert a powerful
influence on the councils of the nation : and our political intercour-
ses with other states, being conducted on the basis of Christian
principles and laws, would invite their attention to areligion pro-
ductive of so much harmony and so many beneficial cflects.—
Peace and unity in the chureh would have a tendency to promote
peace and friendship among nations ; the cause of universal edu-
cation would be promoted, without those obstructions which now
arisc from sectarian prejudices ; and a gencral diffusion of usefu}
knowledge would soon be effected throughout every quarter of
the civilized world, till the knowledge of Jehovah should cover
the earth as the waters cover the channels of the seas.

The disunion of the Christian Church is not to be perpetual. We are
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certain, that a period is hastening on when its divisions shall be healed,
when its boundaries shall be enlarged, and when < tie name of Jehovah
shall be one throughout all the earth.”” At some period or other, there-
fore in the lapse oigtime,a movement towards such a union may commence.
It cannot take place hefore the attention of the religions world is directed
to this object. And why should not such a movement commence at the
present moment? Why should we lose another year, or even another
month, before we attempt to concert measures, in order to bring about a
consummation so devoutly to be wished? The present eventful period is
peculiarly auspicious for this purpose ; when the foundations of tyrranny,
injustice, and error are beginning to be shaken ; when knowledge is ma-
king progress among every order of society ; when reforms in the state, and
in every subordinate department of the community, are loudly demandod
by persons of every character and of every rank ; when the evils attached
%o our ecclesiastical institutions are publicly denounced ; when the Scrip-
tures are translating into the languages of every tribe ; and when mission-
ary enterprises are carrying forward in every quarter of the habitable globe.
‘To attempt a union of all true Christians at the present crisis, would there-
fore, be nothing more than falling in with the spirit of the age, and acting in
harmeny with those multifarious movements which are destined to be the
means of enlightening and renovating the human race; and at no period
since the Reformation could such an attempt have been made with more
sanguine expectations, and greater prospects of success.  All eyes aro now
turned towards some eventful and auspicious era, when the light of science
shall shine refulgent, when abuses shall be corrected, evils remedied, soci-
ety meliorated, and its various ranks brought into more harmonious associ-
ation. And shall Christians alone remain shut up in their little- homesteads,
apart from each other, stickling about phrases, and con’.nding about forms,
without ever coming forth to salute each other in the spiri* of union,and to
give an impulse to the moral machinery thatis hastening forward the
worlds improvement and regeneration?  Such a surmise cannot be indulged;
it would be a libel on the Christian world, and a reproach on the religion
of which they profess themselves the votaries. I trust there are thousands
in every department of the Church who are ardently longing to break down
the walls of partition which separate them from their brethren, and anx-
jously waiting for an opportunity of expressing their sentiinents, and of giv-
ing ,the right hand of fellowship ¢to all who love our Lord Jesus in sinceri-
ty.

Y THE UTILITY OF GENERAL ENOWLEDGE IN RELATION T0 THE STUDY
OF DIVINE REVELATION.

Of all the departments of knowledge to which the human
mind can be directed, there is none of greater importance
than that which exhibits the real character and condition of
man as a moral agent—his relation to the Deity—his eternal
destiny—the way in which he may be delivered from the
effects of moral evil~and the worship and service he owes
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to his Almighty Creator. On these and kindred topics the
Christian revelation affords the most clear and satisfactory
information, and the details which it furnishes on these subjects
are of the highest moment, and deceply interesting to every
inhabitant of the globe. But ignorance, leagued with depravity
and folly, has been the cause that the sacred oracles have so
frequently been treated with indifference and contempt; and
:hat those who have professed to recognise them as the inti-
mations of the will of the Deity have been prevented from
studying them with intelligence, and contemplating the facts
they exhibit in all their consecquences and relations.

In order to a profitable study of the doctrines, facts, and
prophecies contained in the Bible, it is requisite, in the first
place, that a deep and thorough conviction be produced in
the mind, that thev are indeed the revelations of Heaven,
addressed to man on carth to direct his views and conduct
as an accountable agent, and a candidate for immortality.—
From ignorance of the evidences on which the truth of Chris-
tianity rests, multitudes of thoughtless mortals have heen in-
duced to reject its authority, and have glided down the stream
of licentious pleasure, “sporting themselves with their own
deceivings,” tiil they landed in wretchedness and ruin.  The
religion of the Bible requires to be examined with care, and stu-
died with humility and reverenee, in order to produce a full con-
viction of its celestial origin; and wherever such dispositions
are brought into contact with a calm and intelligent investigation
of the evidences of revelation, and of the facts and doctrines it
discloses, the mind will not only discern its superiority to every
other system of religion, but will perceive the beauty and excel-
lence of its discoveries, and the absolute necessity of their being
studied and promulgated in order to raisc the human race from
that degradation into which they have been so long immersed,
and to promote the renovation of the moral world.  And those
objections and difficulties which previousle perplexed and har-
assed the inquirer will gradually cvanish, as the mists of the
morning before the orb of day.

Of the reality of miraculous cvents, we have as high a decree
of evidence as wehave for the reality of sny other fact recorded
in the Scriptures orin the history of the world.  The single fact
of the Resurrection of Christ,—a fact so important in the Chris-
tian system, and with which all its other facts and doctrines are
essentially cunnected.—rests upon a weighi of evidence so great
that the rejection of it would be almost cquivalent to the adop-
tion of aniversal skepticism.  This fact daes not rest upon the
testimony of an unknown individual, or ~ven of an unknown
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multitude, but on the twelve apostles who had been previously
chosen for this purpose, who had accompanicd their Master in
all his journcys, who had been the witnesses of his miracles, suf-
ferings, and crucifixion, and who aflirmed, without the least hes-
itation, and in the face of every threatening and persecution,
that they had seen him alive at differcnt times, and beld intimate
converse with him, after he had msen from the dead. It rests
likewise on the testimony of the seventy disciples, and on that
of the five hundred brethren who had seen the Lord after his
resurrection. These persons had full opportunity of information
as to the fact they asserted; they could not be deceived, for it
was brought within the evidence of their senses. They saw the
body of the Lord Jesus after he had been crucified and laid in
the tomb—not with a passing glance, but at different times and
in divers places ; they had an opportunity of kendling it to con-
vince them it was no phantom ; they keard him speak, and en-
tered into. intimate conversation with him on the subject of their
fature ministry. They saw him, not only separately, but togeth-
er; not only by night, but by day; not at a distance, but imme-
diately before them. And as they could not be deceived them-
selves, they could have no motive for deceiving others; for they
were aware, that by so doing they exposed themselves to scorn,
persecution, sufferings, and death itself, without the most distant
hope of recompense either in this world or in another.

Their character and conduct were strictly watched and scru-
tinized. Their enemies had taken every precaution which hu-
man wisdom could devise, to prevent the dead body of their
Master from being removed from the sepulchre, either by fraud
or by violence, and to secure the public from being deluded by
any attempt at imposture. And vet, only afew days after he
was buried, and in the very place where he was crucified, his
resurrection was publicly asserted and proclaimed ; and no at-
tempt was made on the part of the Jewish rulers to invalidate
the testimony of the apostles, by produciug the dead body of him
whom they had crucified—on whose tomb they had set a seal
and a guard of Roman soldiers. For it is evident, that if his
body could have been found, they would have produced it as
the shortest and most decisive confutation of the story of the
resurrection. All those circumstances being considered, to sup-
pose that the apostles either were deceived, or attempted to de-
ceive the world, would be to admit a miracle as arcat as that of
the resurrection itself. But if the fact of’ Christ's resurrection
be admitted, the truth of the evangelical history and of the doe-
trines of Christianity follows as a necessary consequence.

{To be continued.])
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240 POETRY—OBITUARY.

( For the Witness of Truth.)

“Then came wise men from the East to Jerusalem.”

Ien of wisdom from afar, Worship him as Lord of all,
Leave behind the rising sun, Aund present their precious store.
Guided by a brilliant star,
To Jerusalem they come. Warn'd of God- they then return'd,
To their land another way:
*Where is he that now is born, Fiercely Herod's anger burn’d,
Juda’s long expected King? And he madly sougnt toslay
We have seen his glory dawn,
And we would our off 'rings bring." This dread rival of his reign,
By his cruel fierce decree
Herod then in trouble brought, All the infant born were slain—
All the learned Scribes to kaow, But Messiah—w here is he?
Where Messiah might be sought,
And he bids the wise men go Warn'd against the tyrant's wile,
Mary and her child have fled :
Seek the child and bring me word, To the margin of the Nile,
I would also wership him. *Till their enemy is dead.
When the crafty king they heard,
On they went to Bethlehem. Early thus his life was sought,
Tho’ he claim’d no earthly reign.
And the star they'd seen before, Herod fail'd—yet he was bought,
Brightly guides them on their way; And as Cpsar’s rival slain,
As they enter’d at the door,
There the infant monarch lay. Mightier from the grave he rose,
To him pow’r supreme was given,
Down the wond'ring savages full, Cas: rs will be still his foes
Do him homage and sdore, ’T. | he comes again from heaven.

W. A. SrspuENs.

OBITUTARTY.

To-day, June 26th, while leaving Picton, the unwelcome intelligence
was conveyed to me that CHARLES PoMEROY, Senr., a beloved disciple, is
no longer numbered with the living. He died of apoplexy at his residence
in Cobourg on the 22nd of the present month, in the sixty-fifth year of his
age. - The last interview I had with this ¢ Israelite indeed,” he was rejoic-
ingin the truth, and ardently devoted to the cause for which he hived and
laboured for many years. TFor him I mourn not; for he has gone to rest;
but I mourn and sympathise with the relations and fellow-labourers who
are bereaved of his society, his example, and zealous assistance.

While one after another of our acquaintance and brethren is called from
us, and the time lessens and hastens when we ourselves must visit the
valley of deathy shall we not order our steps, number our days, and apply
our hearts according to the wisdom that comes from above? ¢ The

conqueror shall inherit all things’.
ConpucToR,

Kingston, June, 1846.



