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And behold, there talked with him fiwo men,
which were Moses and Elias : who ap-
peared in glovy, and spake of Lis decease
which he should accomplish at Jervsalem.
- Luke ix: 30, 31.

I mave been specially requested to
theme which I
preached not long ago in another part
of this great continent,

preach on a from
That is my
apology, shounld any one be here who
was present on that oceasion, From
these words of the text let us endeavor
to draw some idea of the present con-
dition of departed saints; for which,
for my present purpose, I use the term
Heaven. What is the present state of
departed saints, and what lessons are
suggested by the text, to dlrect us so
that we may join them by and by ?

All mankind may be classified as the
quick and the dead: those who are dead
and have passed away, and those who
are still alive upon the earth, Our
Lord, when He comes, will judge the
quick and the dead. ** We shall not all
die, but we shall all be changed.” The

quick—the living ones—will enjoy the
great privilege not to die. But the
great majority of mankind are under
the class of the dead, Now Moses and
Elias are examples of these two classes,
Moses represents the dead. We are told
that God buried him, and his sepulchre
was not known; but we are surely not
toinfer that Lie did not die, There was
good reason why his sepulehre should
be hidden.  Some of yon have been in
Roman Catholie countries on the conti-
nent of Europe, and yon have seen bits
of bones enclosed in cases in different
churches —subdivisions of apostles and
prophets, perhaps more bones of one
saint than ever existed in one hnuman
living body; and you have seen people
bowing before those relics, paying ad-
oration looking very much like idola-
try; and this in Curistendom! The
Israelites were prone toidolatry, Even
when God anpeared upon Sinai they
were worshiping the golden calf. Now
if they had found the body of Moses,
especinlly in a time when they were de-
generated, would not they have dis-
tributed those relics all over the land?
Would not every synagogue have had
those relics of one of the greatest men
if not the greatest man, that ever lived ?

[Many of the full sermons and condensations published in this MoxTiLY are printed from the

authors’ manuscripts; others are specially reported for this pubiicati

Gireat care is taken to

make the reports correct.  These condensations arve earefully tuade Liader onr editorial supervision.
All the sermous of the ““ International Sunday-School Service™ are wniten cxpressly for Tar

HoMmweTIC MONTHLY.~-ED,)




850 Heaven and How to Get There,

To avoid this, God buriad him, and no
one could tell where his sepulchre was.
But he was buried, and he represents
the dead. Now Elias represents the
quick; he did not die, but was trans-
lated. He was changed, and went into
glory without the medium of the grave,
Both of these men are here, Moses and
Elias; and the point to observe is this:
that Moses, who died, whose body was
left in the earth, is exactly in the same
cirecumstances and enjoying the very
same privileges as Elijah, who did not
die at all, but who went to heaven in
that chariot of fire,

And so we may learn what is the pres-
ent condition of departed saints. We
may look on all those whose bodies are
in the grave as represented by Moses ;
and inasmuch as Moses shared with
Elijah, we have reason to hope that
those who have died and whose bodies
are in the grave share with those who
have never died at all. We may learn
from the simple farts ¢ the text:

I. THE CONSCIOUS EXISTENCE OF DE-
PARTED SAINTS., They have left us, but
they have not ceased to be. They do
not sleep in cold unconsciousness;
there is no long interval of being;
there are no ages of slumber till the
trumpet of the resurrection shall sound.
Moses, the dead one, i« consciously ex-
isting along with Elijah, who never
ceased to live. If we had been with
Elisha when Elijah was canght up into
glory, we should not have returned to
our dwelling and puton mourning and
lamented that Elijah was dead. Elisha
went back trinmphing in the thought
that the prophet and the friend and the

father whom he loved was in conscious
existence still. Though the sunken
cheek and the unresponsive eye, and
the hand that no longer clasps our own
speak to us of death, yet we may be as
well assured that our departed friends
still live, as if we had seen an angelic
convoy taking them to glory, even as
Moses no less than Elias appeared with
Jesus on the Mount.
And we may learn, secondly, that
they are in glory. **There talked with
him two men, Moses and Elias, who ap-

[Dec.,

peared in glory.” Though the resur-
rection is the climax of the glory of the
saints, yet they enter into glory as soon
as they depart out of this world. Eljah
was translated, and Moses also passed
at once into glory. And so it is with
the saints who worship the same God
as Moses: when they die they go into
the glory info which Moses went, which
was the same as that of Elijah, Let ns
think of them, therefore, as translated,
rather than as dead; as those for whom
the confliet has ceased in the festival of
the victor; as those whose toilsome pil-
grimage has ended in the peaceful rest
of home,

We may learn, thirdly, the possible
nearness of departed saints. Moses
and Elias appeared upon a certain
mountain in Palestine, in immediate
neighborhood to the scenes with which
they had been familiar on earth. Are
those who were once 8o very near us, so
indefinitely, so infinitely distant as
some seem to think? May they not
sometimes revisit, unseen by us, the
places where once they dwelt? May
they not sometimes be very near us,
though we cannot hear their voice or
feel their hand, even as angels are min-
istering spirits to the saints? The uni-
versal heart of humanity seems to sug-
gest that perhaps the departed may
sometimes be as near to us as Moses
and Elias were near to the disciplez
upon that mountain in Palestine,

A fourth suggestion is that the de-
parted are together. Moses and Elias
were together, though five hundred
years divided them when on earth.
They had different work to do, at differ-
ent times. God's servants are placed
in different localities: they may be liv-
ing at the same time, but they may
never be able to meet with one another,
or, as in this case, they may be living in
the same place, but at difterent epochs.
But they are together yonder. As

Moses and Elijuh, thongh they did not
meet on earth, met in glory, so Enoch
and Paul, Noah and John, Abraham
and James, David, Daniel, the apostles,
the martyrs are all together. We read
the lives of the saints, we become famil-
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iar with them through their writings
and biographies. There are those whom
we seam (0 know and love as personal
friends, and seem to streteh forth our
hand over the abyss, but there is no
hand to clasp ours, It will not always
be so. We shall meet rome day with
those who have lived in other places
and at other times, and all the saints
shall be together, as Moses and Elijah
were together up~n the mount,
We may also lea ‘n that there is surely
recognition of departed saints, How
great a portion of the happiness of this
world arises from intimate and tender
affection ! How closely hearts are bound
to hearts, so that another’s life is dearer
than one’s own. 1sall this to cease at
death? Do the departed enter into
some generality of life, ceasing to have
their distinet existence, or, with dis-
tinet existence, to be incapable of rec-
ognition ? We cannot suppose that God
wounld have made us to be capable of
such close affection and to have the
happiness of life so dependent upon
one another's love and communion with
one another, and that this will forever
cense, Life is too short for the develop-
ment of love,
We are not told, * there appeared two
unknown glorified beings,” but here
are two specific persons: Moses is one
of them and ‘Elijah is the other, We
do not know how the apostles were in-
formed who they were; perhaps by the
intuition which we may possess by and
by, with no need to be introduced to
one another by name, And so we may
believe there is recognition yuader,
There are differences of feature in this
world: in this great congregation there
are not two faces exactly alike. You
might have a million of people at one
assembly and not find one who could
not be recognized as distinet from all
the rest. Blessed diversity! God loves
diversity. He hus not made two leaves
on the same tres exactly alike. Some
persons would improve upon the divine
arrangement: they would have us all
frozen into an icebound uniformity, as
Milton somewhere expresses it. Letus
rejoice in the diversities of manifesta-
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tion of the love of our Lord. Those
diversities may better illustrate the real
unity of the Church than any pre-
scribed uniformity. There is no uni-
formity of personal feature or charac-
ter. Peter will be Peter still, and Paul,
and John, and Daniel, and David, as
Moses and Elias. But there are sym-
pathies nearer our hearts. Some of
you are thinking this morning of those
whose bodies have recently been placed
in the grave, and all of us have precious
me'nories of friends once most dear.

Thoy are dear to us still. Though

cleansed from every defilement, though

reflecting the likeness of Jesus, they

still retain 8o much of their personal

peculiarity and individuality as to be

easily recognized. Oh, the bliss of re-

newing intercourse there, with the dear

ones that have gone before us! there,

where no infirmity will remain; no pos-

sibility of misunderstanding; nothing
to jar the perfect harmony, and where
we shall not fear the entrance of death
to sunder us again.

Another idea is, that departed saints
are with Jesus. Moses and Elias were
with Jesus. This is the chief joy of be-
lievers now. There are times when we
are permitted to be specially conscions
of the presence of our Lord; and then,
as in the blaze of noon you take no no-
tice of a rushlight, so the joys of frivol-
ity and merely earthly things fade: our
sorrows are turned into joy: and,
though we have been mourning, we can
begin to sing. Thereis no joy compar-
able to this consciouns presence of Christ
on earth, and it wiil be the chief joy
hereafter. ‘I will that they whom thou
hast given me be with me where I am,”

Jesus said to the dying thief, ** This day
thou shalt be with me in Paradise.”
The apostle said: * Having a desire to
depart and be with Jesus, which is far
better” ; “absent from the body ” and,
with no interval, * present with the
Lord.” Oh, to behold the glorified body
of Jesus—that same Jesus who went up
to heaven in the presence of the
apostles-—bearing still the wonnd-prints
in His hands and in His side, whom
here we have seen but through a mist,
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obscurely, yet have loved and .served,
thongh imperfectly —to be in His very

presence, to meet His eye and to hear

His voice! “In His presence there is

fullness of joy and pleasure forever

more.” We see Him now by faith; our

departed ones see Him face to face, as

Moses no less than Elijah was with Him

in glory.

Is death, then, so very terrible? If
departed saints still exist, if they are
in glory, if they are with one another,
if they rejoice in recognition, if they
are in the very presence of Jesus,
should we so dread death as we some-
times do for ourselves, and so lament
it for our friends? That world of glory
to which they have gone is as near us
as denth is near; we are on the very
threshhold ; spirits of the departed
hover over us; ‘‘we are compassed
about with a great cloud of witnesses™;
and when o.r timeshall come they wait
to welcome us to glory. The saints of
all ages are there—prophets, apo es,
martyrs. Ye who once we loved so well

—whom still we love—ye n. > not dead !
Ye were never so much alive as now.
Ye share the glory of Jesus; your rai-
ment also shines as the light, and your
faces also are radiant as the sun.  Your
transporting joys we soon shall know;
but a few steps divide us; we shall soon
clasp inseparable hands in the presence
of that Elder Brother whose death se-
eures our life, whose love will be our

heaven,

Such are the glimpses which we
obtain of the condition of the blessed
dead, from the simple statement that
there appeared two men, Moses and
Elias, in glory with Jesus,

And now comes the question: How to
get there, The character of Moses and
Elias instructs us, God is a God of
order. Every one goes to the sphere
for which he is fitted. Judas went *““to
his own place.” The saints go to a holy
heaven, and those who participate snb-
stantially in the character of Moses and
Elias will go where Moses and Elias are.
Moses by faith renounced the pleasures
of sin and the luxuries of the world,
that he might share with God's own

lo Gel There, I l)l’.l‘.,
people, preferring to be poor, despised
and oppressed with the godly, than to
have any amount of sinful pleasare
with those who knew not God; and so
he came ont from the world and was
separate.  Are we like that? Are we
willing to renounce the world, sinful
pleasures and frivolities? Are we will-
ing to ally ourselves with the Chureh of
God, not when it is numerous, respect-
able, afluent and great, but also and
equally when poor and oppressed ? Aro
we aiding it according to our degree
and position; actually coming out from
the world, and rejoicing that God num
bers us among His sons and daughters
If so0, we are on the way to meet Moses,
for we are like him, Not in eminent
gifts— that is not the point; but in the
substantial elewent of character. DBut
if there are those here who are clinging
to the world's sensual enjoyments and
preferring to be without God, they pre-
fer to be without hope,

Look at Elijal, He was remarkable
for his decision. We cannot resemble
him as a great and illustrions prophet ;
but if we would join him we must re-
semble him in decision. “ How long
halt ye between two opinions? 1f the
Lord be God, follow him; and if Baal,
follow him.” Are we decided? Have
we made up our minds by God's grace,
that, whatever others do, we will serve
the Lord? If so, we are on the way (o
join Elijah. But if we are halting be-
tween two opinions, thinking there is
a good deal in religion, when listening
to such sermons as you habitually hear,
and on Monday thinking there is a
good deal, after all, in what the skeptic
has got to say, and a great deal in what
the world has got to say: in a prayer-
meeting thinking, ““T ought to be con-
verted and join the Church, and Jead a
godly life;” but when a frivolous and

questionable (and when questionable it

is generally sinful) pleasure comes be-
fore us thinking that such pleasure is
too good a thing to give up; putting off
repentance and saying, “I will wait,
and enjoy myself a few years more, and
then become religions”—if this is so,
you eannot be on your way to join Eli-




1884.)

jah.,  You must be altered,

kingdom of heaven.”

promises too.

divine, kept with scrupulons care,
copied with minunte accuracy, read in
the synagognes every Sabbath. The
religious and civil polity of the Jew all
was identified with the name of Moses,
Elijah, thongh he left no writings, was
a very chief among the prophets. The
Old Testament is made up of *“the law
and the prophets”—the books of Moses
and the other books. Moses and Elijah
are thus representatives of the Old Tes-
tament.

The third of this wonderful company
was Jesus. It was supposed that He
had come to set aside the authority of
Moses and the prophets, becanse He

put on one side many false interpreta-
tions enrrent amongst the seribes, be-
cause He tanght many things that Moses
and the prophets had not taught, and
because He came, by the sacrifice of
Himself, to supersede and set aside the
emblematical sacrifices and ceremonies
of the Old Testament dispensation,
But He said: “Think not that I have
come to destroy the Law and the Pro-
phets; T have not come to destroy, but
to fulfill.” TIf He had come to destroy
Moses and the Prophets, would Moses
and Elijah have been in friendly con-
versation with their destroyer? The
fact that they were together was a most
obvious sign to the disciples of their
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* Excepta
man be boin again, Le cannot enter the
If we are sharers
with Moses and Elijah in decision for
God and godliness, e are an our way
to join them; and if otherwise, we have
as yet no hope. May God lead us every
one, by the nower of the Holy Ghost,
to share with them in their character,
and thus to be followers of those who
by faith and patience inherit the prom-
ises, that we with them may possess the

Let us look at the same subject in an-
other light. Again we ask, Who are
these two men - Moses and Elias?
Moses was the great founder of the
Jewish commonwealth; the wonderful
lawgiver, the magnanimous hero, the
political and ecclesiastical anthority to
the Jews. His books were revered as

863

perfect agreement, The Law and the
Gospel are but parts of the one great
whole: if the Law tells us our disease,

the Gospel tells us of our remedy; if
the one convinces of sin, the other
whisp«rn of pardon; if the one pro-
vokes the inquiry, * What must 1 do to
be saved ?”" the other says, “Believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved.” The mission of Jesus wus
foreshadowed in almost every ceremony
of the law and in almost every predic-
tion of the prophets: the lamb slain
morning and evening, the high-priest
entering once a year into the most holy
place, the seapegoat, the blood of the
passover—all these were types of Christ.
He was the seed of the woman prediet-
| to bruise the serpent’s head; He was
the prophet like unto Moses who was to
be riised up amongst the people: in
praiseof him David swept his lyre, and
with the sufferings He was to endure,
and the glory that was to follow, Isaiah
crowded the gorgeous canvas of his im-
agery. And if thus to Him the Lawand
tue Prophets were pointing, what testi-
mony more emphatic of this aceord
could have been given than this: that
there were together upon the mountain
Moses, Elijah, and Jesus?

Thus the mission of Jesus, asa whole,
was adumbrated by Moses and the
prophets; but was there anything spe-
cial about the mission of Christ to
which they specially pointed? Listen :
what is the theme of their conversation?
Events that had transpiredin Leaven
since our Lord's incarnation? The glo-
rious triumph preparing for Him when
He should resume His throne? No:
they ““‘spake of the decease which he
should accomplish at Jerusalem.”
What! That countenance, shining as
the sun, suggestive of the countenance
furrowed with grief? That crown of
radiance, of thecrown of thorns? The
two saints, the two thieves? The voice
of the Father's approval, of the bitter
ery, “My God! my God, why hast thon
forsaken me ?”  Tabor, with its glories,
suggest Calvary with its woes? And
yet, if you think of it, that is the very
theme about which Moses, Elijah and

-



854

Jesus were most likely to speak. It
was the event to which Moses and the
prophets had constantly been referring,
by ceremony and prediction.

When he appeared, John the Baptist
said, *‘Behold the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world "—the
Lamb of which the sacrificial lamb in
the Temple had only beena type. And
therefore it was no wonder that Moses
and Elias should wish to speak about
the event toward which they had always
been pointing. Again: it was to the
decease at Jerusalem to which Moses
and Elias owed the enjoyment of glory.
Great and good, they yet were not ex-
ceptions to the universal fact that all
have sinned and come short of the glory
of God. Jesus died forthe forgiveness
of sins that were past, through the for-
bearance of God; and He died for the
sins of Moses and Elias. What'a dif-
ference between their decease and the
decease of Jesus! Elijuh, caught up
into glory: Moses falling asleep in the
arms of God. Why their's so blessed ?
because His was so grievous. He bore
their sins in His own body on the tree.
No wonder that, owing centuries of
bliss to that decease at Jerusalem, they
should gratefully speak of that which
was now about to be accomplished.

And was it not the event to which
our Lord Himself would be most likely
to refer? It was of supreme interest to

Him, He was the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. He said, “I
delight to do thy will, O God"; and
that was the will of God. Angels had

intently been interested in the great

work of Christ's atonement. They were
at His birth, temptation, crucifixion ;

“ which things the angels desire to look

into,” Much more must that event

have been of deep interest to Jesus him-
self. He came for the salvation of the
world, to seek and to save the lost by
dying. He wept over Jerusalem, He

gave Himself voluntarily a sacrifice.
He said: I have a baptism to be bap-
tized with, and how am I straitened till
it be accomplished.” So He speaks of
it in the great moment of His exaltation.
His de-

Was it a humiliating theme?
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feat was H's victory; the bruising of
His heel was the brunising of Satan's
head; that cross was a chariot on which
He led captivity captive.
““That dying groan, that last loud cry,

Are the glad shout of victory !

The bruised heel grind’s Satan’s head,

And life is won by Jesus dead.”

No wonder, then, that they should
speak of such a theme., Their conver-
sation was responded to from the heav-
enly glory, for the voice of the Father
was heard: *“This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.” Well
pleased that there is a pattern of divine
perfection in humanity; well pleased
that man has now reflected God; but
specially well pleased because of the
decease at Jerusalem - becanse of the
willing sacrifice to carry out His loving
purpose. As at the beginning of His
ministry, so now, just before the com-
pletion of it, the Father says, I am
well pleased.” What sadly false theol-
ogy is it to represent that God the
Father was all vengeance, and that God
the Son was all forgiveness, and that
God's avenging sword was plunged in
the atoning blood! The Father's love,
instead of being the consequence of
the Savior'ssacrifice, wasthe cause of it.

“God so loved the world "—not because
Christ died for the world, but *“that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-

ever believeth in him should not perish,

but have everlasting life.” God was well
pleased that the sin of the world was
borne by His Son; and we may be for-
given, forgiven at once, freely forgiven,
though our sins might be the accumula-
tion of all the sins of mankind—for-
givenabsolutely because Christ bare the
burden of them—and the Father, with
the Son and the Holy Ghost, the blessed
Trinity whose praises we have been
singing, rejoice in this provision for
the salvation of the world. Oh! sinner,
if you ever doubted before the willing-
ness of God to save, doubt it no longer,
when you hear the Father’s outspoken
approval and delight in the great work
of your redemption by the decease at

Jerusalem.

The question again recurs, respeoting
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heaven: “ How toget there?” By trust-
ing in that atonement, by relying on
that decease, by pleading the merits of
that Savior, by clinging to that cross.
Rejoice in this salvation, And then,
brethren, our death will only be our
decease, our departure from this life
into the better life, our going out from
God's gracious presence here to the
tuller manifestation of it yonder. We
shall not be afraid to speak of our own
dgcease when we live in the power of
the decease of Christ. Let us not be
ashamed of the cross, to which we owe
all our hopes. Let this be our solace,
whatever our ecarthly circumstances:
“ He loved me and gave Himself for

"

me,

O Lord, help us to behold Thee dy-
ing for us on the cross; nuy, rather
help us to behold Thee as now trans-
figured in glory. And so, habitually
dwelling upon the thought of Thy great
love, Thy presenceand Thy glory, may
we be able to say, in all places and in
all conditions, *Lord, it is good for us
to be here,”

THE LIVING GOD.”

By Hesry J. Vax Dyge, Jr., D.D. [Pres-
BYTERIAN], IN Brick Cuvrch, New
Yomk.

The living God.—Acts xiv: 15,

Is God real ?

This is the question of the ages.

Four philosophers are discussing it
together. The first says, *There is no
God.” This is the atheist, whose folly
Las been condemned alike by inspired

Seripture and by modern science,

The second says, “I cannot tell
whether there is a God or not, and
therefore I do not think about it.” This
is the agnostic, who makes his doubts
the limit of his knowledge. and exalts
the confession of short-sightedness into
the first of the virtues.

The third says, I cannot be surz
that God is, nor what He is; butIthink
He is thus and so, and I act upon this

* By permission of Messrs. Charles Scribner’s
Bons, from advance sheets of ““ The Reality of
Religion " by the same author.—Ep.

Zhe Lwing God.
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supposition,”

This is the man who is
willing to go beyond what he sees, who
loves his hopes so much that he treats
them as if they were facts, who is con-
tent with probabilities and turns them
to'the regulation of his practical life,

The fourth says, *God is. 1 know
Hiw.” This is the apostle of religion,
who declares unto us that which he has
lﬁeurtl, that which he has seen with his
eyes, that which he has looked upon
and s hands have handled of the
word of life; that God is light -mani-
fest, uctual, real, as the sun in heaven,

I need not waste time in proving that

this last man is the only oneof the four
who has the Bible on his side, for surely
if unything is plain in regard to this
book it is this: that it teaches the exis-
tence of a living and personal Deity,
who may be really known by His crea-
tures, But we cannot pause here, We
must go back of this. We have to ask
which of these four philosophers has
the facts on his side; which of them is
resting, not on illusions and dreams,
but on the solid ground of reality.

In regard to the first of these four
men, we see that he stands alone; and
there is probably no danger that any of
us will be inclined to stand with him,
for he is in the difficult position of hav-
ing to prove a positive by negatives,
Admitting that all arguments for the
existence of God are failures, the athe-
ist must go beyond this, and bring facts
to show that God is impossible. He
must sweep the universe from end to
end, and show that it is empty. He
must prove, not only that an effect may
exist without a cause, but also that the
sum of all effects cannot possibly have
had acanse, and that nowhere in heaven
or earth is there a lurking-place in
which an unexplained and primal power
can dwell.  'With this task we may leave
him, like a foolish builder trying to
reach the skies with a tower of brick,
and pass on to the other and wiser men,

We observe at once that the second
and third stand together in theory,
though they differ in practice. They
are both professors of ignorance, They
admit the idea of God, but they cannot
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discover the reality. Therefore the sec-
ond says that he will have nothingto do
with it, He has no need of it, and can
get nothing from it save perplexity and
humiliation. But the third declares it is
80 bright and beauntiful that he will wor-
ship it and make it the guide of hislife,
So they part company, and the former
becomes a famous teacher of science,
and the latter a popular preacher of
Christianity.

Now, in regard to their common view,
one thing, it seems to me, is clear. It
is at bottom nnreasonable, For if there
were surely no God at all, then it would
be natarally impossible for us to find
traces of Him. But the very possibility
of God, the may-be of His existence,
carries with it the necessity of some
kind of manifestation, If he is in the
universe, it cannot be as a mere ab-
straction or impotent idea; there mrust
be evidences of His being and power,
In other words, the very idea of God
requires reality for its perfection; and
this truth has been developed by phil-
osophers of highest standing into what
is called the ontological argument for
the existence of God.

We have, therefore, an antecedent
probability in favor of the fourth view;
and he who declares that God is real
and can be known has, at the very out-
set, a kind of reasonable supposition on
his side. DBut certainly this is far from
veing complete and satisfactory, It is
far from being enough for our present
purpose; for we have agreed to make
our apperl to facts. We are not dealing
with abstract arguments and rational
probabilities;-we are searching for an
actual and concrete reality. Evidence,
contact, experience—this is the sphere
in which we are moving. It is the
sphere of our every-day life, our practi-
cal discoveries, onr human emotions,
And here, I say, in this very sphere of
reality, we do not see light, we do not
know gravitation, we do not feel love,
one whit more really than we experi-

ence the living God.

It is not an argument; it is not a

theory; it is not a leap from the region
of the known into the region of the un-

The Living God.
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known ; it is not the supreme conclu-
sion of a special and unquestionable re-
ligious faculty, But to man as man, in
the best exercise of the faculties which
are joined in the unity of his person-
ality, the living Divine Being is mani-
Jest, as a physical reality, as a moral re-
ality, as an historical reality, as a spirit-
ual reality,

I. The world is full of God. He is
immanent in the universe. Lift up your
eyes, stretch out your hands. He is
near you, on every side of you. You
touch not His substance, for that is in-
tangible, but the force that flows from
Him. You see not His face, for that is
invisible, but the glory that clothes and
hides His presence. He is here as really
and truly as the light, the gravity, the
electricity which fill this room thongh
you cannot see them. Do you question
their reality ?  They are formless, they
are invisible, they are actually unknown
to millions of mankind who ignorantly
experience their effects without seeking
or discovering their real nature; but
you are sure of them; you know them;
they are manifested to you by their
workings. So God is manifested in the
world.

We may say that there are three forms
in which this manifestation comes to us,

three forms under which we may in-
clude all appearances and relations of
material things,—three great realities,
in each of which the living soul is God.
Power, wisdom, beauty—in these three
forms we experience God.,

Look at these mighty forces which
permeate and encircle our globe, bind-
ing earth and rocks into a solid mass,
hurrying wav. 3 of the sea and currents
of rivers in ' .rswift flow, submerging
islands an: apheaving continents, driv-
ing the clouds in flocks and armies,
sending forth arrows of lightnings,
marshalling the stars in their journey-
ing hosts. Do not all these tell us of a
living spring and fountain of force?
Exalt their power and order as you will;
define their nature; trace their method
and relations; show how they play one
into another; bind them all together
into a co-ordinated systim, Still they
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wust have a source. Still they bear
witness to a Power unknown; nay, to a
Power known, in and through them,
since they flow from Him.

The heathen of old saw in a light-
ning flash a thunderbolt hurled by the
hand of Jupiter, and trembled, We
call it an effect of electricity.,  Dut what
is electricity but an effluence of an Al-
mighty Will?  And do we not still
tremble when the bright shaft leaps
from the black aniver of cloud, and the
rattling thunder tells of an onk riven or
a house shattered? Aye, in the pres-
ence of great power, —earth-shaking,
heaven-riving, death-dealing, life-un-
folding forces, before which we are as
insects blown on the summer wind, we
tremble and bow down, for our heart
tel's us that a Greater
‘l(‘r".

than man is

But consider, again, how wonderfully
these great forces, and the material sub-
stances which they are incess.ntly mov-
ing and changing, are adapted to the
production of certain definite and de-
sirable results,  Men may deny that the
term design is properly applieable to the
processes of nature. They may say that
we have no right to reason with Pu y
from the analogy of a wateh and a watch-
maker to a world and a world-maker,
But whether this be trne or not, [ think
no intelligent person ean fail to see in
the universe that which in any human
production we should eall
though ona seal® somneh morevast, and

wisdom,

of a quality so much higher and more
perfect than our own, that we can never
hope to rival it, but only wonder and
adore, How intricate and majestic is
the combination of forces which keeps
the heavens balanced and in order,
steadies the spinning globe on its axis
and guides it on itsappointed orbit, en-
suring the beneficent returns of day and
night, winter and summer, seed-time
and harvest, How skillful and exact is
the construction of the eye, framed ex-
pressly to receive the beating waves of
light, and without changing it place,
capable of conveying to the brain the
image of a flower in the hand or a star

in the sky, How wonderfal and adwmi-
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rable is even such atrifle as a sea-shell
found on the shore:
“Frail, but a work divine,
Made 5o faivily well,
With delicate spire and whorl,

A miracle of design

Sligit; to be crushed with a tap

Of iy finger-nail on the sand

Frail, but of force to withstand,

Yeur upon year, the shock

OF cataract seas that snap

The three-decker's oaken spine

Athwart the | s of rock."

Surely when we behold these things
we know that a Wiser than man is here,
And then, the besuty of it all! the

strange and mystie splendor that glean.
from the face of the world, filling our
hearts with gladness and with worship!
Whence is this derived ? If the uni-
verse were but a vast machine, as some
wonld teach ns to believe lifeless
thing of forees and substances, wheels
and cogs and bands playing into each
other and producing mechanically cer-
tain fixed resnlts —what power conld it
have to tonch our spirits ? Why shonld
onr hearts leap up when we behold a
rainbow in the sky? It is but the re-
fraction of certain rays of light in cer-
tain drops of water. An orchard in the
spring-time, covered with its rosy snow
of bLlossoms; a field of golden grain
waving in the soft wind of snmmer ; a
grape-vine with its trailing 1 -anches,
and dark, rich clusters of fruit hanging
motionless in the still antmnal air; a
winter forest with its smooth white car-
pet, and its net-work of crystal bougls
and glittering pendants of ice shining
overhead —these are but chemical effects,
the natural results of the changes of the
seasons, Why should they be so lovely?
Surely the grain, the fruit, the snow,
onld have been produced just as well
without beanty. Why is it that they
tonch and thrill and uplift the sounl?
What is the meaning and the spiritual
presence of which they speak to us?
Who has informed them with this gra-
cious splendor? Let the answer come
in the magnificent words of the poet’s
Hymn at Sunrise in the Valley of Cha-
mouni :—
“Ye ice falls ! ye that from the mountain's brow
Adown enormons ravines slope amain,—
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Who wade you glorious as the gates of Heaven

Beneath the keen full moon? Who bade the sun

Clothe you with rainbows ? Who with living
flowers

Of loveliest blue spread garlands at your feet ?

Gop ! let the torrents like a shout of nations

Answer ! and let the ice-plains echo, Gop !

Gop ! sing ye meadow-streams with gladsome
voice, —

Ye pine-groves with your soft and soul-like
sounds !

Aud they too have a voice, yon piles of snow,

Audin their perilous fall shall thunder, Gop !

Yea! He it is whose presence makes
the world alive with beauty: He it is
whose vision thrills us when we know
it not. His smile brightens the out-
goings of the morning: His voice sounds
from the murmuring forest and the
rushing cataract and the loud-roaring,
multitudinous ocean billows: His gar-
ments of glory gleam before us in the
lingering hues of sunset. In every form
of beauty and scene of splendor we be-
hold the presence of God. And this
presence, we say, is a reality: it exists
for us as truly as the light which en-
ables us to see, or the heat which en-
ables us to live. Power, wisdom, beanty,
these are no dreams, but the actual
manifestations, in the physical world,
of the living God.

IL In the moral world we touch Him
vet more closely: He reveals Himself
to us as a person: He puts His hand
upon us and we feel His power,

Here we are standing in another
world from that which is known to our
senses. Absolutely and totally different
from the feelings of awe, wonder, or de-
light at the things which are seen and
heard and handled, is the sentiment of
moral obligation, the distinction be-
tween right and wrong, the voluntary
movement of the soul under the laws
of good and evil, No external force, no
law of nature, no command of man can
create that which we call duty; and yet
it is a reality, which we cannot question
or change, It presses upon us more
closely and resistlessly than any other
power, It cannot be escaped or evaded.
It follows us, seizes us, binds us. The
consciousness that among the paths
which are open to my choice there is
one that I ought to follow and one that

Zhe Lwing God.
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I ought to avoid: that among the actions
of my life there are those that are right
and those that are wrong, the sense of
obligation, the voice of conscience cry-
ing in the secret place *Thou shalt not
do this thing, for it is evil,” or *Thon
shalt do this, for it is good,”— nothing
in the universe is more real to me than
this, and in this I touch God.

He it is that calls me and commands
me and binds me, He it is that reveals
to me this world within the world, and
summons me to live aright. He it is
that hath *“beset me behind and before,
and laid His hand upon me,” * Whither
shall I go from His presence ? If I climb
up into Heaven He is there; if I go
down into Hell He is there also.” The
universe is filled with His voice, saying,
“Thou shalt,” and * Thou shalt not.”

But, mark you, there is no constraint
laid upon me. My will is free. I can,
I must, choose for myself between good
and evil. And here is the wonder of 1t;
here is the manifest presence of the liv-
ing God. For if the moral law were
natural and impersonal, it would bind
us resistlessly as gravity or electricity,
as the thousand forces which move us
hither and thither in the ordinary
courses of our lives without our will.
But here, at the very moment when the
loftiest interests of our being are at
stake, at the turning where the fate of
the soul must be decided, when we are
conscious that the issues of life and
death hang in the balance of our action,
—at this moment the compulsion is
withdrawn, the way is open, the will is
left at liber y to choose the right or to
reject it. But is the presence of Him
who has revealed to us the difference
between good and evil withdrawn ? Nay,
not so; but now most clearly manifest
and felt; for he is warning us as a
Father warns his child; He is watching
us. Bending down above us with an
infinite and tender solicitude He waits
and longs to see us choose the good and
reject the evil.  We feel His eye upon
us. *““Thou God seest me.” You cannot
escape it! you cannot deny it! This
trembling of your soul at the thought
of wrong, this drawing of your will
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towards the right, this joy of your heart
in the consciousness of good,—this is
the sense of the reality of God, touch-
ing you in your moral life,

III. But again, we find God in the
world as an historieal reality. Just as
we know the reality of the Persian, or
the Grecian, or the Roman empires by
their records on stone or parchment,
by the results which they Lave accom-
plished and the traces which they have
left in the world, so we know that God
is a reality by the records and results
of His dealings with men., In the ex-
perience of mankind His will is the
chief factor; and if you take that away,
if you deny all traces of a supreme, over-
ruling, beneficent Providence in the
affairs of men, the bistory of the world
becomes an inexplicable and monstrous
fable. How has the race been preserved
in numberless perils and advanced
through incessant difficulties; how have
human industry and knowledge and
character been unfolded and developed;
how, amid the erash of failing empires
and the dust of ruined civilizations, wars
and floods and earthquakes and revo-
lutions, have learning and virtue been
kept alive and nurtured and increased,
and the happiness of humanity enlarg-
ed year by year and century by century;
how has the world been gunided ona
course which, with all its windings,
leads surely upward,—if it be not by
the indwelling and inworking of an al-
mighty and allwise Governor? God in
history is a reality.

And more than this, we hLave the
actual record of His special dealings
with certain men and nations, —records
which cannot be ignored or explained
away. We have nc reason and no right
to doubt them, The Bible is a history,
—a history of men and of God. As the
traveller passes through the rugged de-
files of Sinai, and sees the inscriptions
graven upon the rocks, he says, * The
Edomites, the Romans, the Arabs have
been here.,” So, as we turn the pages
of the Holy Scriptures, the handwriting
of divine power and wisdom tells us
that God has been here. He has reveal-
ed Himself to Abraham and Moses, Eli-

g God,

jah and David. He has manifested His
omnipotence in the deliverance and pre-
servation and gmidance of His chosen
people Isracl. Above all, He Las shined
forth clearly in the person and life of
Jesus Christ,  This supreme and abid-
ing personality, evidently superhnman,
standing all the tests of criticism, re-
fusing to be resolved into a myth or a
dream, the most potent and permanent
figure in all history —this divine-hu-
man Master and Savior of men, real and
living through all the ages—is to us the
unshaken evidence of the reality of
God. When we see Him we see the Fa-
ther, for He and the Father are one.
IV, But one more realm remains for
us to explore: but one more region of
human life in which we must feel after
God if haply we may find him, And
lere, indeed, He is not far from every
one of us. Inthe spiritnal life, the deep
and secret exercise of the soul's highest
powers, the life of fuith and hope and
love and prayer, we meet and touch the
living God. No mere vision of dis-
tempered sleep was that strange and
awful experience of the patriarch Jacob,
by the ford of Jubbok's stream. It was
a reality; the contact of the human
spirit with the Divine; the wrestling of
the human soul with God, so real and
close that it leaves its marks on the
body and the mind forever, Yes, Heo
does come to us and lay hold of us; He
does speak to us and answer us,— this
unseen, eternal, living One, before
whose presence our hearts tremble and
adore, In the dark, silent hours of the
night, in the glaring noonday, in the
crowded assembly of worshippers, in
the solitude of our chambers, He is wi.h
us and we feel Him, When the tide of
penitence sweeps over the soul, and we
are humbled in the dust erying for par-
don, have we not felt the touch of His
forgiving hand laid upon us in secret?
Have we not cast ourselves in faith up-
on Him whom we see not, as one who
leaps into the darkness, and found our
Father's everlasting arms encircling,
embracing, bearing us up? Have we
not plended with Him in prayer, and
known of a surety that He hears us, be-

T T P
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cause the answer has come into our
hearts? Have we not sought gnidance
and found it, and cried for help and re-
ceived it? Have we not held commun-
ion with Him in secret, and felt the in-
fluences of His spirit moving with weet
and sacred compulsion upon our own ?
Who is it that has delivered our souls
in great temptation,
sins in the midst of our anguish, — and
spoken peace to the storm that swept
our bosoms, —and wiped away the tears
from our eyes in the deepest sorrow?
God! our God!

O tell me that this most vast and ex-
cellent unive
all things seen and heard are a delusion,
that life itself is but a dream,— but
never tell me that God is not real ! For
the one reality beyond all doubt is He

and forgiven our

e is an airy vision, that

who pardons my sins and upholds my

spirit, comforts my grief and lights the

stur of my hope, — He in whom I live

and move and have my being, — the liv-

ing and true God.

———etlP O P

THE PROPER USE OF NATIONAL
BLESSINGS THE BEST EVIDENCE
OF GRATITUDE.

TuaNksciving SermoN By J. H. W.
STUcKENBERG, D. D, [ LUTHERAN], IN THE
AMERICAN CHAPEL, BERLIN, (GERMANY,

For unlo whomsoever much is given, of him
shall be much required; and to whom
men have commilted much, of him they
will ask the more.—Luke xii: 48
Grarrrupe is the affectionate rospunse

of the heart to kindness in any form,

Its rarity is a sad comment on human

nature. The world’s ingratitude is fre-

quently exhibited when material bless-
ings are bestowed; but it is still more
general respecting intellectual and spir-
itual benefits. Whoever gives what is
highest in mind and noblest in heart,
may fail to find appreciation even, to
say nothing of thankfulness, Life and
history clearly show that it is not un-
common for the voice of love from
friend, teacher and parent, to be echoed
by a cuse, Is it strange, then, that

God’s giits are received as a matter of

course, and that for them men thank

themselves rather than their Anthor?
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Its rarity mokes sincere gratitude all
the more beantiful. The touch of kind-
ness draws from noble souls their
sweetest music. But there is more than
music in real thanksgiving. Could we
introduce into our worship all the ex-
ultant praise of the Psalms, our service
would be truly inspiring. Yet this
thanksgiving, to meet the Christian
standard, would have to be supple-
mented by the gratitude of the life.
The song of praise is a beautiful lower:
but a life of praise is the flower devel-
oped into fruit.

Ability is the measure of responsi-
bility. We expect the animal to put
its sensualistic self into its life; but
from the immortal soul and the image
of God we expeet a revelation of that
Ability
is also the compass which points to the
star of a man’s destiny; it is the index
of the design of his creation and the
interpreter of his mission. Peenliar
adaptation always meuns a peculiar
sphere of activity. An eagle’s wing is
not pat on a butterfly, and the base of
a pyramid is not laid as a foundation
for a hut, As the seed must have in it
the plant which springs from it, so the
grand life must have a grand personal-
ity as its source, Is there any reason
for great endowments and opportuni-
ties unless there is to be something
great in the result? There is no waste
of power in nature, It puts no useless
eyes in the fishes of Mammoth Cave; it
makes no sun to give a glow-worm’s
light. In the plant, the animal, and in
the revolntion of worlds, the adapta-
tion of means to ends is complete,
Every power of nature has a purpose,
every effort a corresponding result;
and if there were a heart with a power
for emotion to which there is no re-
sponse; if there were a spirit with yearn-
ings and aspirations for which there is
no object, and if there were a soul for
the spiritual without a spiritual real-
ity—then there wonld be a waste of
power;there would be something whieh,
in reality, is pothing, and man would
be the anomaly of the universe—an eye
without the light, a mouth and hunger

which is immortal and divine,
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without food. No; in mind and heart
and conscience, as in nature, there is
no waste ;
text
much is given, of him shall be

and the application of the
is nniversal: * Unto whomsoever
much
required.”

The gift comes from another; the use

However much we

is left to onrselves,
the neglect to
use the gift is unmistakable evidence
of ingratitude,
and its prophetic application is this:

may say, “Thank yor
The essence of the law

Blessing for the right use, and punish-
ment for the neglect of divine mercies,
The use of a gift, according to the in-
tent of the giver, is the truest appre-
ciation and highest gratitude. The
book is to be read, the counsel to be
followed, the seed-truth to be devel-
oped, and the inheritance to be in-
creased or spent according to the spirit
of the testator, It
vels of contradiction, of which only hu-

is one of the mar-

man nature is eapable, that a man can
say “Thank youn,” and at the same
time can bury his talents and waste
Lis substance. Only beeause sin has
cursed man can he negleet that mind
which God has given; so that neither
nature nor God, neither past history
nor present realities become his pos-
Whatever God
(ppropriation, use, and exercise - the

sessions, gives is for
universe permeated with thonght; the
mind endowed with reason and taste;
the heart and conscience with spiritual
functions. No light is intended to be
hnd under a bushel.

The application to nations is appar-
ent, Ourthanksgiving days are intend-
ed to remind us of our blessings and
their source, and to inspire us with
gratitude to their Author,
hearts, as altars, incense of praise is
to ascend to God. Butisthatall? Is
the nation’s thanksgiving to end with
Thanksgiving-day ?* Then our songs
and prayers are bu' a breath, which ap-

From our

pears for a momen o ud then vanishes,
The condemnation. ¢f such thanksgiv-
ing is, Ye say, hut'do not. Whatever
its apparent fervor and devotion, its
essence is hypoerisy. The son who
says, “I will not,” but afterwards goes
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and does his father's bidding, is com-
mended by Christ above that one who
says, I co, sir,” but goes not,

Instead of stopping with a verbal
gratitnde, let us to-day rather give that
which is real, which consists in the
use of our blessings, as God intended.
It will be in harmony with the spirit
of our text, and of this day, if we con-
sider

Tai NATIONAL BLESS-
INGS THE BEST EVIDENCE OF GRATITUDE,

1. Let us look at our national bless-

PROPER USE OF

ings in order to learn the measure of
our responsibility. These blessings
may indeed be viewed solely for the
sake of self-congratulation oridle boast-
ing. This all Pharisees do, in order to
thank God that they are not as other
men, It is also humilinting when a
nation’s glory consists, not in what it is
or does, but in what has been done for
Are the Afri-

ean people noble becanse their countries

it by nature or history,

have broad rivers, extensive lakes, sub-
lime mountains, and a soil so fertile
that they can hive in idlencss? Are the
New Englanders more base than the
Mexicans, Leeause their elimate is more
rongh, their sky less sunny, and their
land less rich ? A nation’s glory or dis-

e is inthe people, never in the soil,

Equally foolish is it when a nation’s
glory is placed in its wealth or material
prosperity. Rome’s wealth was the load
which weighed down the people, the
burden which at last erushed the em-
pire. It encouraged idleness, led to
the enslavement of the poor, became
the agent of low ambition, nnd the min-
ister of every species of Iust, corrnp-
tion and erime, Even the Roman vir-
tnes conld not survive the greed for
gain, with its attendant sensnality and
Inst of power. The world has looked
to Rome for lessons in statesmanship;
bat it teaches no lesson more elognent-
ly than this, that institutions built on
golden sand, insiead of the rock of vir-
tue and truth, cannot endure,

In a country whose principles make
nobility personal, not herveditary, it
wonld be a singnlar perversion to view
the history of the past as conferring
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any excellence on the nation to-day.
The culture, virtne and religion of for-
mer ages ennoble the present only so
far as they are appropriated and made
a present factor in the national life. A
nation’s poverty is nmever more abject
than when all its lanrels are in the
past. Is not the Greece of to-day all
the more melancholy because it had a
period of renown unparalleled in the
history of literature and art? And is
not the degradation of Palestine all the
more sad when we remember that it
was the home of Isaial, Jesns and
Paul? A country which lives on its
past achievements is like families
whose excellence is all in ancestors
long ago dead and buried. The glory
of some lands is in their ruins,

But the case is different when, in-
stead of looking at these things for
vanity or boasting, they are viewed as
giving us the greater problems to solve,
and as placing on us heavier respon-
sibilities. Ought not the steward to
know the greatness of the trust com-
mitted to him? If he does not, how
can he be faithful in that which is
least, as well as in that which is great-
est?

Let us, then, contemplate our advan-
tages and blessings as God's gifts, as a
trust committed unto us as His stew-
ards. As a people, our blessings are
peculiar. Our vast and fertile terri.
tory, with agricultural and mineral re-
sources of inestimable value, together
with our industries and commerce,
have made ours a singularly favored
land, the envy of other nations. The
wealth accumulated in our western em-
pire is almost fabulous. And yet we
are 8o young that, as a nation, we are
only beginning to be; and what has
already been attained is but a faint
prophecy of what may yet be expected.
Besides, we have no neighbor to fear,
and need no large standing army; we
can aceumnulate and develop treasures
without the least fear of hindrance.
What we do or become depends wholly,
or almost wholly, on the impulse and
energies of the nation itself,

But it is not merely in natural ad-
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vantages that we are bounteously fa.
vored, The beginning of our national
life on this natural basis has been
peculiarly fortunate, We were not
obliged to develop our eivilization from
barbarism, but were enabled to begin
with the degree of eunlture already at-
tained in Enrope, the product of a long
line of progress. Nor is it a disadvan-
tage that various nations have contrib-
uted to constitute the one American
people. The mingling of different na-
tionalities has brought together the
peculiarities of many peoples, and has
added variety and richness to the na-
tional life, Only where there is unpar-
donable abuse ean this nunion of the
elements of different civilizations fail
to produce a higher form of culture and
a superior nationality.

We have all the energy, the inspira-
tion, and the hope of yonth, Ours 1s
the new world —and what a meaning in
that expression! A hope rather than
a memory; a past, and yet more a fn-
ture! Being yet in a formative state,
we are not obliged to run in the grooves
made by time, or to stick in the ruts
made by enstom, We have no corners
or garrets in which traditions have
heaped broken furniture; in which the
ages have deposited their rust and dust
and cobwebs, and where the ghosts of
the middle ages lurk to frighten peo-
ple in broad daylight. Our national
life is not an ivy growing in a ruin, but
an oak in a rich soil, and in the free
air and bright sunlight.

Our religion is free, and can develop
according to its own inherent energies.
In principle, at least, all are eqnal be-
fore the law, and the same privileges
belong to the poor and the rich. Here,
as nowhere else, all depends on the
energy and ability of the individual.
We glory in the fact that we belong to
a land in which a rail-splitter and a
boatman attained the Presidency. It
is no disgrace to one of our best orators
that he was born a slave, Many of onr
greatest men have come up from the
humbler walks of life, We can well
afford to look with compassion on all
worthless family pride so loug as our




1884.)

only mnobility is that of well-directed
energy, of sterling character, and vital
godliness; so long as there is no aris-
toeracy of wealth to grind the poor, and
superciliously sneer at real merit and
profound scholarship

Blessed with principles of govern-
ment admitted to be the highest, we
have also been blessed with a develop-
ment which indicates real growth, We
are now united as never before: the ele-
ments of discord rapidly disappearing,
and the States retaining their inde-
pendence, yet constantly growing into
a perfect union, so as really to form
“ome from many.” With all excesses
and wildness and lawlessness in some
parts, the heart of the people has been
for the right; and virtue and religion,
in church and in school, have been con-
trolling factors in the growth of the
national life,

Adad to all this the signal blessings
of the year. On the whole it has been
prosperous, The farmer, the laborer,
the mechanie, and the manufacturer
have been blessed, wonderfully bless~d,
when compared with those in other na-
tions, There has been peace without,
There
have been no devastating plagues, and
great calamities have been comparative-
ly few.
schools and colleges have flonrished ;
onr people are growing in the desire for
higher edneation, and the facilities for
its attainment are rapidly increasing ;
there is a growing determination to
secure more purity in political affairs ;
and not the least blessing is a Presi-
dent who began his administration un-
der the most painful and most trying
circumstances; yet to-day is esteemed
by all parties as not only honest and
upright, but also as earnestly striving
to do full justice to all sections und all
parties; a President of whom we can
be proud at home and abroad. Many
of us bring this tribute the more cheer-
fnlly and gratefnlly, because when he
began his office our hopes were dark-
ened by onr fears,

These, and more than we can tell, are
our gifts; these are indications of the

and peace within onr borders,

Religion has prospered; onr
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mensure of our responsibility, Surely
if ever much was given to any pecple
ours is that nation. And comparing
our land with others, we can truthfually
say, ‘‘He hath not dealt so with any
nation.” ’

When so muek is given to our nation,
is it any wonder that on this day we
look joyfully across the deep to the
land so highly favored and so marvel-
lously prospered? We gratefully re-
joice in it as our home; and though
thousands of miles away, we feel an in-
terest in all the affuirs of that land, and
share its prosperity. Its peace, its free-
And
when, in foreign jands, amid strange
tongnes, we see its banner nnfurled, it
thrills ns o deeply becanse 1t is the

dom, its thanksgiving, are onrs,

emblem of so much the heart prizes
most,
““Al! when the wanderer, lonely, friendless,
In foreign harbors shall beliold
That flag unrolled,
‘Twill be a friendly hand,

Stretehed out from his native land,

Filling Lis heart with memories sweet and

endless "

In order to appreciate the land for
which to-day we give thanks, we nee.l
not depreciate other countries, It isnot
the world, neither is it the embodiment
of all excellencies. Indeed we must ad-
mit that it has many defects, But i
other lands surpass us in the fine arts,
in science, and in varions departments
of scholarship, we need not blush to
admit that youth has not the advantages
of age, Our land is not so poor as to
need falsehood to exalt it; nor is it so
degraded as to meed hasty, snperficial
and ignorant comparison with things
not understood, in order to promote
its glory. It rather rejoices in sons
and daughters who can appreciate its
excellencies without being blind to its
defects, and who, when they travel far,
gather honey from every flower, and
then return to hive and
bless all its inhabitants,

2. In view of the much that is given,
what is required of ns? The gifts be-
stowed are so many talents which may
be buried or put to usury. Many a
yonth, with every advantage of wealth

enrich the
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and opportunity, makes his life a blank
or a blot.  The advantages of individ-
uals and nations are by no means the
measure of their greatness,  The much
that is given to us is seed to grow or to
perish: it is a foundation, not a super
structure, for that is yet to be reared;
it 15 opportunity to be embraced or
neglected,

Other peoples have a long, rich, past
—u history whose erowded pages are
on

adorned by thonghts and  deed
which memory delights to dwell: our
land, however, is the land of hope. But
where the hopes are brightest the dis-
appointment, if (hey are not realized,
Was there

ever in the past sneh a concentration

will be so much t. . greater
of hope anywhere else as in Rome,when
at the sway of its sceptre the nations
of three continents boved their necks
That hope of wealth
and power and possessions has been

as under a yoke ?

realized in a chaos of rnins where the
palace of the Caesars stood, in a forum
where you * stumble over recollec-
tions,"” realized in broken eolumns, dis-
figured trinmphal arches, and in a waste
of desolation which staggers thonght
The

land of hope may not be the land of

and bewilders the imagination,
realization,

In the commingling of different na-
tionalities to form one new nation, there
is a striking parallel between our coun-
try and Greece. The
that classie land had come from Eu-
rope, Asia and Afriea, and, together,
Attica 4-.\]»1-('inl-

inhabitants of

formed a new people,
ly, where the highest culture was at-
tained, was the refuge of persons from
different tribes and families, All these
nationalities were so amalgamated as
to form a new one, each contributing
his part to form the whole, Besides
this, Greece was the imheritor of Orien-
tal eulture, just as America inherited
the far richer and more perfect Europ-
ean cultnure, But the greatness of Greece
in the world’s intellectual culture con-
sisted in the fact that it was more than
an heir; it worked over what it had in-
herited, made it its own by earning it;
then gave it the flavor of the new soil
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in which it was to flonrish, and made
it the basis of original research and in-
telleetunl progress. It was not its heir-
ship which made Greeee, but it helped;
its greatness was in its native genins
which appropriated and developed its
vast accumulations, infused into them
its own spirit, and made them its min-
The Greek mind oceupies its
solitary place in history beeauso it was

isters,

ater than its possessions, and richer
it was not

Qe
than its wealth
buried beneath its load, but was the
living seed which made these accumu-

because

lations the soil i which it grew, In
the midst of wealth and power and
laxury and beanty, the Greek mind re-
mained true to itself; and these things
were but the sunlight and rain, which
it drew into its life, and transformed
into its thought and wrought out into
symbols of its ideals,

If God has a special mission for
Ameriea it certainly does not consist
in the fact that that land is to be an
estuary into which the peculiarities of
other nations are to be permanently
deposited by the stream of emigration,
No one ean doubt that Ameriea itself
is to be peenliar, with an individuality
and nationality of its own, to which
others may contribute, but which they
shall not overwhelm or sweep away.
No one believes that the Western con-
tinent was so long hid in order that at
lust its civilization might be but a copy
or reprodnction of the peculiarities of
other people —a chromo instead of an
original. That God has some specinl
design for our country is a deep con-
vietion of our national thought and the
inspiration of our hope. And sadly
recreant shall we be if, with our peen-
liar gifts and history, we
do not realize the hope of attaining
peculiar results, What a waste and
what a failure if, with a peenliar land
and surroundings, with a peculiar com-
mingling of people, and with peculiar
institutions, we are simply lost in the
great stream of history, without even a
distinet eurrent to mark our course !

We live in an age when there is a reo-
markable awakening of national feel-

peculiar
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ings,  The econseionsness that peenliar
race and language and history and ens.
tom involve peenliar rights, privileges,
duties and destinies, has been aroused
with astonishing unanimity in differ-
ent lunds,  This is true of the Poles,
the Hungarians, the Bohemians, the
Irish, and many others: they view the
loss of their nationalities as the ex
tinction of their individuality, Rus-
sia, Austrin and Turkey are perpetual-
Jy agitated by the efforts of the various
peoples to preserve, manifest and de-
velop their native distinetions, Among
our own people, the same spirit has
been aroused; and especia'ly sinee the
war has there been a marked growth of
national feeling.  The sovereign States
form one sovereign nation, with one
government, one hope, and one des-
tiny, and all different from those of
other nations,
It is the opinion of many foreigners,
and the fear of not a few Americans,
that amid the development of conflict-
ing interests, our vast country will
eventually full to pieces, so as to be un-
der separate and perhaps antagonistic
governments, No man can lift the veil
of the future, We cannot foretell the
resu.t of the union of various peoples,
of the development of sectional inter-
ests, and the end of the religions con-
flicts in our land; but it is evident that
the danger of disruption is likely to
increase when our fifty have grown to
hundreds of millions, unless the na-
tional thought and sentiment and life
form a strong bond of union, and so
cement the different parts together that
conflicting political, industrial and re-
ligious views and interests cannot rend
them asunder.

The national life is to be the produet
of all the various interests of the na-
tion, the fruit of its liberty, its wealtk,
its power, its eulture, its religion. The
nationality, fully meeting the measure
of our responsibility, must apprehend
its destiny as transcending the mere
possession and enjoyment of wealth
and power and prosperity; it must rec-
ognize its mission to recommend free-
dom to the nations by muking it attrac-
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tive : icmust prove that a people ruling
themselves ean have an honest ballot,
pure officials, and well-governed « ities;
it wnst make its free Chureh so power-
ful that its influence shall bless all the
elements of the people’s life; it must
be educated, or freedom will dig its own
grave; it must elevate the masses so as
to make them worthy of being freemen;
It must rest on trath as the nn]y -
movable basis: it must do right for
right'’s sake: it must learn from all pro-
ples, in order that it may form aright
its ideals, and it must draw from all,
inorder that it may realize those ideals;
it must train its sons to sacrifice them-
selves for the nation—not to sacrifice
the nation to their selfish interests; it
must welcome the foreigner if he will
become aliving member of the national
organism, but it must krow how to
protect the land from becoming the den
of assassins and of the plotters of mur-
der; it must be a nationality in which
the people, the whole people, reign; but
under God, subject to His law, in ae-
complishing the mission given by Him,
and attaining the destiny appointed by
Him, Not by mere sentiment, but only
l)}. 1
gles can we hope to meet what is rve-
quired for the much that is given. The
creation, development and maintenance
of a distinet nationality, is the condi-
tion for the proper position and the
peculiar mission of the United States
among the nations. When that is gone,
nothing will be left to distinguish us
as a nation. Its protection and enno-
bling are our first duties in meeting
our responsibilities. All strangers may
here find a home, but only on condi-
tion that they become trune Americans,

ard work and through severe strng-

This is the absolute condition of self-
preservation, and our Loliest duty. And
self-protection may mean that no man
who cannot read his ballot shall be per-
mitted to cast it, even if it deprives
him forever of doing what he is not fit
to do, and what may prove to himself
and the nation a source of danger.

By developing such a nationality, and
all that it involves, we shall prove our
gratitude by our lives. Then, and then
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only, can our land realize what one of
our favorite poets has said:
“ Here the free spirit of mankind, at lexgth,

Throws its last fetters off; and who shall place

A limit to the giant’s unchained strength,

Or curb his swiftuess in the forward race ?"*

To no other people is the exhortation
to be true and godly so significant for
the national welfare as to a nation of
freemen, whose life is in their own
hands. If the nation perish it can only
be because the people commit suicide.

In view, then, of our national and
individual blessings and responsibili-
ties, let us make the text the inspira-
tion of our deeds: * For unto whom-
soever much is given, of him shall be
much required; and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask
the more.”

MARTHA'S OVER-ANXIETY,
By Rev. Ezea Tisger, [MerHODIST],
Norra CoNway, N, H,

Now it came to pass, agthey went, that he en-
tered into a certain village: and a certain
woman named Martha received him into
her house. And she had a sister called
Mary, ele., Luke x: 38-42,

On the eastern slope of the Mount of
Olives, and nearly a mile from its rocky
summit, nestled a quiet village, which
has been made memorable by the foot-
steps of the Savior and the scenes
which transpired there during His life
on earth, It was there that Christ
wrought His greatest miracle in raising
Lazarus to life, It was there, in the
house of Simon the leper, that the an-
ointing occurred, concerning which Je-
sus uttered these words of prophecy:
“Verily I say unto you, wheresoever
this gospel shall be preached in the
whole world, there shall also this, that
this woman hath done, be told for a
memorial of her.” It was from Bethany
that the procession began its march to-
ward Jerusalem, amid the shouts of the
exultant multitude, that cried, ** Hosan-
na to the son of David, blessed is he
that cometh in the name of the Lord;
hosanna in the highest.” It was near
Bethany that the risen Lord, after His
forty days sojourning with His dis-
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ciples, and after His commission to
them, and His farewell benediction up-
on them, ascended to His throne on
high.

It was during Christ's round of Mes-
sianic duties that He reached the village
of Bethany, and was received by Martha
into her home. The presence of so dis-
tinguished a guest, elicited all the skill
of the sensitive and industrious host-
ess, who was eager to lay everything
under tribute to the physical comfort
of her Lord and Master. There is no
intimation that Mary was negligent in
due attention to Jesus. But Martha, in
her extreme anxiety to minister to Him
complained of her sister's seeming in-
difference. But Jesus mildly rebuked
Martha and commended her sister's
conduct,

We may learn from this interesting
household scene that it is possible to be
over-burdened with the ordinary secu-
ularities of life, There are imaginary
wants, which, to an over-sensitive na-
ture, and to an active mind may assume
the dominating influence of real wants
and absolute necessities, Our desire
for large possessions may create an un-
easiness which will not be assuaged,
even after our laps are filled with abun-
dance. Old age may find us as eager to
accumulate as when in the flush of
young manhood we entered upon our
career of business activity, The modern
facilities for the accumulation of wealth
and the numerous avenues through
which comforts and luxuries may be ob-
tained, have only served to intensify
men's anxieties toincrease their possess-
jons. If wealth brought with it rest of
mind, comfort of heart and joy of soul,
and strengthened the purpose to be good
and to do good, then anxiety to be rich
might be commendable. But the his-
tory of men’s lives does mot teach us
that large estates, and vast material re-
sources produce corresponding eleva-
tion of soul, and consecration of heart
to noble ends. Our millionaires are not
the greatest benefactors of the race.
Many of them live and die without any
generous plans for aiding the unfortu-
nate and bettering the condition of the
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race, while that which is of the utmost  ters upon the duties of the day without
importance to them is entirely neglect-  invoking the divine blessing upon him-
ed. self and the people. It lends stability
toany great enterprise when itis known
that the conspicnons leaders in it are
more intent on honoring their Lord and
Master than in promoting their own
individual interests,

Even those whose purposes are of
a higher type sometimes become so en-
cumbered with much serving, as to
neglect the weightier matters of the law
and lose the spiritual gifts so essential
to a proper development of the moral
and spiritual nature

With what constant anxiety are we
asking the question, What shall we eat,
what shall we drink, and wherewithal

temptations to wrong-doing are so rife,
shall we be clothed ? ** Behold the fowls and when almost daily the public is

startled by defaleations and suicides,
it is well for Christian teachers to eall
the people back to the fundamental
prfnciplvs of the Gospel, and to reiter-
ate the words of Clirist himself, that a
man's life consisteth not ia the abun-
ance of the things which he possesseth,
There is one thing needful to make a
home what it should be, and what the
Lord intended it to be, and without
that one thing no home can be an ideal
or seriptural home. There are homes
palatial in all their appointments, in-
vested with all that taste and skill ean
devise, and yet they are repulsive as the
walls of a dungeon, because there is no
love within them,no beauty of Christian
grace, no delicate touch of sympathy, no
gentle words of loving assurance, no
open Bible, no altar of prayer for the
burdened soul.

We liveso much on the lower plane of
our natures; we are touched so constant-
ly by the things that appeal to our
animal senses, that we are in danger of
forgeting the higher plane, and neglect-
ing the things that address themselves
to our spiritual senses. Raised to the
dignity of an intelligent moral and re-
sponsible being, man has powers and
faculties whose demands cannot possi-

In this age of commerecial activity and
gigantic enterprises, when worldly am-
bition dominates so many minds, when

of the air, for they sow not, neither do

they reap, nor gather into barns, yet

vour heavenly Father feedeth them.

Consider the lilies of the field, how they

grow, they toil not, neither do they

spin And yet, I say unto you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these. Therefore take no
thought saying, what shall we eat, what
shall we drink or wherewithal shall we
be clothed? But seek ye first the king-
dom of God and his righteousness; and
these things shall be added unto youn."”
In the light of such Seripture teach-
ing, it is evident that mankind are not
encouraged inidleness andslothfulness,
but are arged to diligence and activity
and industry along legitimate channels,
And the more thoroughly we compre-
hend the teachings of revelation, the
more fully we imbibe the spirit of the
gospel of Christ; and the more thor-
oughly we are consecrated to that which
is pure and good, the more intensely
active we shall naturally become,

Among the busiest men of the present
age are some of the most devout and re-
ligious people in the Church—men who
subordinate worldly interests to religi-
ous ends, and look upon themselves as
stewerds who must give an account of
their stewardship to Him to whom be- bly be satisfied by that which simply
longs the wealth of the universe. responds to the outward and physical

It speaks volumes for the gospel of nature.

Christ, when the brave and tried soldier
thinks more of an hour alone with Jesus
on the eve of battle, than days in coun-
cil with the most skilled military ex-
perts. It thrills the heart of a great
nation when it knows that its chosen
chief is a man of prayer and never en-

The testimony of those who have ex-
hausted all earthly resources, and yet
have become more and more dissatisfied
and restless, and miserable, coupled
with the testimony of those who assure
us that they have found the secret of
true happiness, in a perfect subordina-
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tion of the physical to the spiritual, to
put forever to silence those who are
seeking to obtain solid happiness in
the things that perish. Above the din
of battle and the clash of arms: above
the confused noise of the rushing, bust-
ling world, I hear the gentle voice of
Him who spake as never man spake,
saying: *Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest, Take my yoke upon youn
and learn of me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

The human consciousness is so be-
numbed by sin, that it often fails to
respond to the voice of truth; and the
human mind is so occupied with ma-
terial things, with the pressing demands
of the physical nature, that it often
fails to discern those spiritnal realities,
on the right apprehension of which de-
pends our present enjoyment and eter-
nal welfare. Opportunities freighted
with the greatest possibilities and rich-
est blessings are forgotten, amidst the
numerous and distressing cares which
worry and torment us, while the Master
is close by onr side for the purpose of
whispering that there is a better way to
spend the precions moments of life.
When will those who are professedly
Christian, and anxious to be busy and
useful, learn the lesson of dropping
what we have no right to carry, and of
hastening to the feet of the Savior, whose
words of wisdom will more than repay
us for every moment snatched from the
round of secular pursuits,

Whatever we may fail to possess of
educational advantages, of social privi-
leges, of material comforts, there is one
thing that we cannot safely do without,
namely: a personal, vital and saving in-
terest in the redemption of Christ. Pov-
erty of purse may bring present dis-
comfort, but nakedness of spirit will
produce everlasting shame. The former
may be endured, but the latter can bring
nothing save unspeakable misery. It
you are cumbered with much serving,
it may prove fatal to your eternal in-
terests, or at least prevent your highest
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spiritual achievement. Mary’s position
at the feet of Jesus is better than Mar-
tha's much serving, in the presence of
a speaking, teaching Savior.

THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON.
By J. B. Tuomas, D.D. [Baprist],
BRrookrLyN,
1 Kings x: 1-13,

The Old Testament revelation is given
“in many parts and in many ways.”
Its characters, as well as its rites and
laws, are fragmentary and immature,
The “beanty of full
cirele, no matter from what angle it is
seen; but their * perfectness” is only
relative;

holiness™ 15 a

they are segments of the
cirele —convex on one side indeed, but
concave on the other.
ity stands ont in bold relief, and by
thatthey are henceforth commemorated,
while all else falls into shadow. Abra-
ham thus incarnates for us faith; Moses,
endurance; Samson, strength; Elijah,
On the side of actual works Abra-
bam was no more *found perfect be-
fore God” than before the nineteenth
century. Moses also “‘spake unadvis-
edly with his lips;” Sampson’s strength
melted in the bewitehing Vale of Sorek,
and Elijah’s conrage dwindled to child-
ish petulance under the juniper bush,
It is necessary, therefore, in studying
the records of the early time to bear
in mind that *‘the law made nothing
perfect,” and that the highest ideals of
that age are shadows only, although
shadows of the true,

It will not be needful to hammer
open the narrative before us, for our
Lord Himself has furnished us the law-
ful key to it. *“The Quneen of the
South shall rise up in judgment with
this generation, and shall condemn it:
for she came from the uttermost parts
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Sol-
omon; and behold a greater than Solo-
mon is here!” Following this authori-
tative hint, we recognize the one note-
worthy feature in the character of the
Queen of Sheba to have been her ear-
nest pursuit of wisdom. Solomon’s one
legacy to men also is not the memory
of his royalty or his riches, but of his

Some one (nal-

zeal.
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“wisdom:” for that alone truly made
him great, Indomitable earnestness in
inquiring is thus impliedly commend-
ed, and the high merit of Solomonie
wisdom recognized by the divine
Teacher., But the narrative is treated,
not as something to be looked at only,
but rather to be looked through in search
of “some better thing” beyond. Good
was the quest of the earnest queen,
and great was Solomon, whose wisdom
she sought to hear; but far better the
yearning for the ** wisdom from above,”
as the Son of God is ** greater " than the
earthly son of David.

On our Lord’s authority, therefore,
we may fairly assert that

I. WISDOM IS WORTHY OF DILIGENT PUR-
SUIT,

The Queen of Sheba lived in the in-
tellectual dawn of the world, and her
country was in the shadows behind the
dawn; but she was among them *‘that
watch for the morning,” and that “‘come
to the light” when its first beams ap-
pear. She was not content to * hear
of " the wisdom of Solomon, but must
““hear” it also. When we remember
that the breadth of the earth interposed
in vain, we are reminded that

1. Wisdom does not come unsought. The
Balearic mothers hang their children’s
food on the limbs of trees, and they
must go hungry until they can bring
them down with the bow. So God lets
the vein of gold look through but not
lie open upon the rock. He puts the
star-depths within reach of the teles-
cope, but not of the naked eye. The
secrets of nature are given up to the
wit and not to the listlessness of men,
“The clouds may drop down titles and
estates,” but ** wisdom must be bonght.”
In vain, however, is *‘the price of wis-
dom in the hand of a fool,” if he have
“no heart to it."”

2. “Wisdom is the principal thing.” All
else is appendage. In Solomon’s prayer
at Gibeon he *‘showed his wisdom,”
as Dean Stanley says, *‘in asking for
wisdom ;" for in getting the fountain.
head he got the stream. Our success in
life depends not only on a right per-
spective—that is seeing great things as
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great—but on a right order—-that is,
seeking first things first. In vain does
the rich man “lay np wmnch goods for
many years” for his “soul,” if he has
not first made eertain that he will have
a “soul”™ beyond to-night, Wisdom
“held (even) in her left hand riches and
honor” for Solomon. She, and not they,
made bim known in *the utiermost
parts of the earth.”

3. Wisdom is akin to piety, It 1s the
righteousness of the mind as that is the
righteousness of heart and life. The
wise man knows the truth, the religions
man does the truth.  And this is prac-
tical wisdom; for all sin is folly, The
sinner breaks himself upon or grinds
himself to powder under the rock which
is always in the way, and on which the
wise man builds, True science is no
more at right angles with true religion
than the multiplication table with hon-
est dealing.

A second proposition fairly warranted
by the word of our Lord is that

II. THE TRULY WISE ARE TRULY GREAT;
“great,” that is, in the sense of being
fairly entitled to confidence and home
age., Our knowledge of Solomon is
scanty, yet sufficient to show him a man
of great accomplishments, for,

1. He had a rare acquaintance with
the facts of naturve, with *trees” und
“herbs” and *fowls " and **ecreeping
things” and *fishes,” The accuracy
of his information coneerning some of
these is truly wonderful-—his statement
asto the habits of harvesting ants for in-
stance, long disputed, being just now
thoroughly vindicated.

2, He *‘knew” better than most
“what was in man,” His writings show
ample knowledge of affairs and of the
subtler agencies by which men are af-
fected, His counsels betray the ripe
judgment of an experienced man of the
world, and vindicate their sagacity in
current experience,

3. He had ** largeness of heart." His
large intercourse with other peoples
had brought breadth of view and delib-
erateness.  His utterances are neither
provincial nor ephemeral; they are
the fruit of judgment, not of pas-
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sion, and so belong to all men in all
times.

4. 'He had an eminently quick and
penetrative glance. He did not look
round the cirenmference, but shot at
once to the centre. His prompt judg-
ment concerning the disputed babe re-
vealed such an instinctive discernment.
The Proverbs gathered in his name (and
no doubt largely his own) show howwell
he could condense and hammer vague
notions into stinging ‘‘ goads;” or to
use Lord Bacon's figure, into *edge
tools of speech which cut and penetrate
the knots of business and affairs.,” Not
he who sees things, but he who sees into
them, reaches the truth and may fairly
be called wise. But our Lord reminds
us again that

III. THE EARTHLY IS BUT THE SHADOW
OF THE TRUE.

Commendable as was the zeal of the
queen, and splendid as were the attain:
ments of the king, there were manifest
flaws in both, for,

1. Her notion of the nature and function
of wisdom was low, Her supreme test
was the ability to answer ** hard ques-
tions,” and when her riddles were mas-
tered she was satisfied. The Pharisees,
in the same spirit, asked entangling
questions of the Great Teacheras thougt
aptness in solving conundrums were
the fit criterion of the Divine. “‘Smart-
ness " 1s still confounded with, or pre-
ferred to, wisdom in some quarters,

2, Thewisdom of Solomon could not save
him from ruin. All worldly wisdom is
fallible being limited in scope to the
inductions of experience, and narrow in
appeal since it points mainly to pru-
dential motives., The *‘wise are taken
in their own craftiness;” wise in the ab-
stract and for others, they are blind and
weak for themselves,

3. In his old age he pronounced it * van-
ily " and pointed beyond. He tried the
great experiment under the best condi-
tions, * for what can the man do that
cometh after the King?" But the ** con-
clusion of the whole matter” was a
warning ery to the youngto *fear God
and keep his commandments’ as the
supreme wisdom. Only He who is

“ Though He Were Dead.”
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“greater than Solomon " embodied as
well as taught * the truth.” He only is
the **wisdom of God” who can make
“wise unto salvation." * Hear Him."

“THOUGH HE WERE DEAD.”
By Rev. Cuaries I, Spuraron, LoNpoN,

Martha said unto him 1 kenow that he shall
rise again in the resurrection at the last
day. Jesus said unto her, I am the res-
wrrection and the life, he that believeth in
me though he were dead yet shall he live,
ele,—John xi: 24 26,

Martha is a type of a class of anxious
believers. They do believe truly, but not
with such confidence us to lay aside
their care. They do not distrust the
Lord or question the truth of what He
says, yet they puzzle their brains about
“How shall this thing be?"” Martha
set a practical bound to the Savior's words ;
she laid the words of Jesus on the shelf as
things so trite and sure as to beof little
practical worth. She erred again in
setling the promise in the remote distance.
She also made it unreal and impersonal.

L Iask you to VIEW THE TEXT AS A
STREAM OF COMFORT TO MARTHA AND
OTHER BEREAVED PERSONS. Observe

1. The presence of Jesus Christ means
life and resurrection. 2, When Jesus
comes the dead shall live. The R. V.
has it, ** He that believeth on me, though
he dies, yet shall he live.” Ithink Christ
meant that even now His dead are alive,
Death cannot kill a believer, it can only
usher him into a freer form of life,
There is an essential difference between
the decease of the godly and the death
of the ungodly. No longer to the be-
liever is it death to die.

II. View the text a8 o GREAT DEEP OF
COMFORT FOR ALL BELIEVERS,

It plainly teaches: 1. That Christ is
the life of His people. 2. Faith is the
only channel by which we can draw
from Jesus our life. 3. To the recep-
tion of Christ by faith there is no limit,
4. To conclude, if you once do believe
in Christ and come to live, there is this
sweet reflection for you, ‘ Whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never

die.”
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““Ah,” saith one, “yon don't know
what I am.” No, and I don’t want to
know what you are; but if yon are so far
gone that there seems to be not even a
ghost of a shade of a shadow of a hope
anywhere about you, yet if you believe
inJesus you shalllive, Trust the Lord
Jesus Christ, for He is worthy to be
trusted.  Throw yourself upon Him,
and He will carry yon in His bosom,
Cast yonur whole weight upon his atone-
ment; it will bear théstrain. Hangon
Him as the vessel hangs upon the nail,
and seek no other support. Depend
upon Christ with all your might just
as you now are, and as the Lord liveth
you shall live,and as Christ reigneth youn
shall reign over sin,and as Christ cometh
to glory you shall partake of that glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

LOOKING AT THE UNSEEN.
By B. M. Parmer, D.D. [PrespyTERIAN],
NEew ORLEANS,

While we look not at the things which cre
seen, but at the things which are not seen,
—2 Cor, iv: 18,

This is one of the passages so fre-
quent in the writings of Paul, in which
human language wrestles in its agony
to utter the deep things of God. Word
is doubled upon word, and emphasis
15 piled npon emphasis, in the effort to
constrnet a form of speech that shall
not break down under the intensity of
the thought.

LLET US CONSIDER THE ADVANTAGE OF A
STEADY CONTEMPLATION OF THINGS UNSEEN
AND ETERNAL.

I. Tt brings repose to the spirit a-
midst the ceaseless changes of life,

II. The presence of the unseen and
eternal gives assurance of the final tri-
umph of truth and rectitude.

I11. The sense of things eternal gives
endurance to bear the pains of present
discipline.

IV. The contemplation of eternal re-
alities places this life before us distinct-
ly as the sphere of duty and of toil.

Only let us look across the border at
the ecrown which awaits the conqueror,
and we shall esteem this life precious
becanse of the conflicts in which we en-
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gage. If there be a lot which angels
might envy, it is that which grace as-
signs to us fighting the Lord's battle
against sin, and chanting at last the
trinmphal song to Him who has * re-
deemed us by his blood and made us

kings and priests unto our God.” (Rev.
v:9.)

FUNERAL SERVICE.

Tare A SHavow,

By Rev. W. H. LuckeNvacn [TUTHERAN],
Germantows, N, Y.

Man is like to vanity : his days are as a
shadow that pagseth away. —Ps, exliv: 4,
Turs is David's answer to his own in-

quiries, “Lord, what is man, that thon

takest knowledge of him ? or the son of

man, that thon makest acconnt of him 7"

God's eternity flashed npon his thought

for a moment. Man’s brief lifs con-

trasted with His everlastingness is hard-
ly worth naming : man's “*days are as
a shadow that passeth away.”

On many a morning yon have seen
the mountaing bathed in a flood of
golden light. And as you gazed at the
tableau of glory, wrapt in admiration,
one and another clond crossed the dise
of the sun, and cast upon their green
slopes shadows of varions forms. Leis-
urely and gracefully moving along, your
eye following them the while, they were
soon out of sight. Unsnbstantial and
transitory, their only use seemed to be,
to chequer for a moment the scene that
bewitched you. Something like this
David meant when he said, ““‘man is
like to vanity; his days are as ashadow
that passeth away.”

It follows, then, from this poetic fact,
that

I. His Lare Is Lovrrep,

Of 1,000,900 people, one-half will be
dead in less than half a century; and
of the other half but one person, prob-
ably, will live to hear the bells ring in
his centennial anniversary.

It wonld be a ponderous volume, in-
deed, to handle, if, in a biography, en-
titled The Life of Mankind, there were
included but a few items of the earthly
history of every individual man, woman
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and child, since man was made. It
would take our survivors a long while
to find the leaf in such an immense
book where your and my name were
mentioned; and (here they wonld see it,
probably, in parenthesis, since your
and my little, limited life, as compared
with the aggregate life of our race would
be worth only such mere incidental
mention.

And all figures and illustrations fail
to give an adequate conception of its
brevity or likeness, as compared with
the limitless future life, Little, short,
brief as is our present life, yet of the
grave responsibilities it involves, the
truth so tersely stated by the poet should
ever keep us thonghtful :

“1am, and I can never cease to be!”

But it follows, too, from the fact predi-
cated of man in our text, that

II. His DAYS OUGHT TO BE WELL SPENT,

What false notions of *living well ”
obtain in the world! The sensualist
often urges the very fact, solemn as it
is, that *‘ to-morrow we die,” as a suffi-
cient justification of his eating, drink-
ing and merriment, The covetous think
that to ““buy and sell, and get gain,” is
the best use of life—a fiction exposed
by the Master who said, **a man's life
consisteth not in the abundance of the
things that he possesseth.” The am-
bitious think that life is lost if distinec-
tion be not gained. But
* WLy all this toil for trinmphs of an hour ?
What though we wade in wealth, or soar in fame ?
Earth’s highest station ends in * Here he lies"—
And ‘dust to dust’ concludes her noblest song.”
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So often deceived, as man is, by false
ideas of what constitutes a well-spent
life, in order to his correction, and,
hence, his highest good, time and again
he should be heard whispering this
prayer, **So teach us to number onr
days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom.”

These thoughts lead us to the consid-
eration of another deduction from the
impressive truth of our text, that man’s
life is so very like a shadow. It is that

III. His DAYS OUGHT TO BE DEVOTED TO
THE SPECIFIC END TO WHICH THEY ALE
GIVEN HIM,

There is no better definition of ¢ the
chief end of man " than is given in the
Westminster Catechism: *“To glonfy
God, that we may enjoy Him forever.”
Who makes this the centre of his re-
volving life will feel no regret when he
finds its wheels wearing out.

This narrow life is but the small ante-
room of a vast, mysterions temple,
eTERNITY. And in this little room we
are expected to robe ourselves for pre-
sentation to the **King, invisible and
immortal.” Ever since time began He
has been giving andience to the children
of men, who, in response to_his sum-
mons, have left this life, and, once
in His presence, cannot return to us
again,

Life's best use is to acquire the nec-
essary meetness for presentation to,
and an eternal residence with God and
heavenly society.

«It matters not how long we live, but iow,
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Drunkenness.
(Lesson for December 7, 1884.)
By tae Rev. Geo. E. Reep [METHODIST],
Brookryn, N. Y.

Golden Text: Be not among wine-hibbers ;
amony riotous eaters of flesh.—Prov,
xxiii: 20. Lesson, Prov, xxiii: 20-35,
VisiTiNGg some years ago the Hartford

Institution for the Insane, the gunide of

the party pointed out, in one of the

lower wards, a poor, grovelling wretch,
from whom, as the result of nameless
and abominable habits, every vestige of
humanity seemed to have gone, leaving

a beast in human form. Horrible in
appearance, filthy in dress, snapping
and snarling with rage whenever ap-
proached, the poor ereature —once a man
of wealth and social position —yet served
in living one useful purpose, namely,
that of warning to the hundreds of
young men, the victime of similar hab-
its, brought thither, sometimes by keep-
ers, sometimes by friends, that in the
awful spectacle there presented they
might see the inevitable outcome of the
courses upon which they had entered,
unless reform or kindly death should
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intervene. And yet terrible as were the
results of this poor creature’'s sin they
were, nevertheless, scarcely more terri-
ble than those declared by Solomon four
thousand years ago, to be the position
of the wine-bibbers and gluttons of his
and every age.

Then, as now, wine was a mocker,
strong drink was raging; and whoso-
ever was deceived thereby was not wise,

How life-like, how sadly familiar the
picture hungout to view. Lookingupon
it one would think that but yesterday
the artist had stood face to face with the
blear-eyed, red-faced, feature-battered,
contentions, foul and ill-smelling tat-
terdemalians, huddled in the tramp-
room of yonder city station-house, rather

than in the streets of a city of four
thousand years ago,

And yet, familiar as is the picture
upon which he looked, and npon which
some look every day theylive, it, never-
theless, is one upon which many to-day
look with the indifference of fancied se-
curity, or the impatience of ignoble and
sordid selfishness,

Yonder young man—the one there by
tuat gilded bar, under the light of that
flashing chandelier, surrounded by
well-dressed companions, his ear greet-
ed with voluptuouns and dreamy musie,
lis eye feasting the lusts of his heart as
lie gazes upon the splendid but inde-
cent colorings of the picture hanging
there upon the wall, what recks he
that at the last—at the last-—that red
wine will bite like a serpent, will sting
like an adder? What knows he of the
Lorrors of drunkenness? Thus far he
has seen it only in its amiable forms.
Yonder merchant immersed in business
cares, coining, it may be his very heart's
blood into gold, what cares he that
within a stone's throw from his office
men are living and dying like brutes
through strong drink? What will he
care, until some day word comes that
his own son yesterday was found drunk
in the gutter ?

Yonder wife and mother, living her
sheltered, protected life, nursing her
delicate loves and sympathies, willingly
ignorantof the tides of suffering surging
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about her dwelling, what eares she that
thousands of her sisters are fattening
the soil of Potter's Field through the
fatal power of that same rnby wine,
which to her is but a thing of beanty
and of joy? What will she care before
upon yonder splendid ecarpet there
shall lie in drunken stupor the limp
and nerveless form of the man—the
husband—of whose danger
never even dreamed ?

she has
To know what drunkenness is, to be
able to picture it in all its horrid real-
ity, to know why it is that God has so
thundered against it, why that men
everywhere are so lifting np their voices
against it, go forth and study it for your-
selves, Leave your comfortable hounses,
sicken for once your delieate sensibili-
ties, and go forth. Take Solomon's arm,
or better yet, that of yonder policemah;
go with him where drunkenness holds
its orgies of lust and blood. Plunge
down, down, down into vonder “ Dive,”
climb yonder rickety stairway, enter
vonder shattered door, look at those
piles of dirty rags whereon are lying
mother, father and danghter, all under
the inflnence of liquor. Look intothose
bloated faces, purple of skin, open of
mouth, and gashed with wounds. Enter
yonder alley where women, or what
once were women, are shrieking, fight-
ing, blaspheming, or pawning their very
shawls from off their bodies for strong
drink. Pass into yonder saloon, at
whose connter men, once glorions in
their strength, are squandering in a
night what might keep themselves and
their families for months in comfort and
ease,

Follow them to their wretched homes.
See children flying from their presence,
see the peor wife as over the body of her
fallen pride she pours into the ears of
the Father the agonizing cry, * How
long, O Lord, how long?” And when
you have seen all, you know what
Solomon meant when he said: ** My
son hear thou and be wise, and guide

thine heart in the way. Be nol among

wine-hibbers ; among the riotous eaters «f
Alesh ; for the drunkard and the glutton
shall come to poverty.”
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That the picture may be more deeply
impressed look again, and closely.

1. Consider how strong drink causes
physical degeneracy, v. 29. The image
of God defaced into that of wretches
with blear eyes, shattered nerves, pal-
sied limbs, and the hundred other dis-
orders induced in the system by the
introduction of a liquid with which
every part of the human system is at
war, until the last vestige of it has been
expelled ; which, as one hassaid, comes
in an enemy, remains an enemy when
in, or too strong to be resisted and ex-
pelled, and conquers the citadel and
destroys the life. And this in bodies
made to be temples for the Holy Ghost!

2. Consider the mental deterioration
hinted in vs. 29, 34, ¢ Contentions,”
“babblings,” clonded judgments, be-
sotted intellects, wasted powers—what
acategory of appaling results in the line
of mental deterioration through strong
drink, the history of the Saxon race
alone could furnish !

3. Consider the moral ruin it occa-
sions, v. 33,  Thine eyes shall behold
strange women, and thine heart shall utter
perverse things.

(a.) Wine is oil to the fire of lust,
No brothel could subsist without wine
or strong drink, as an ever present aux-
iliary.

(b.) Wine makes the tongue unruly,
extravagant, unseemly, obscene. What
shame would mantle the cheeks of men
could they have a stenographic report
of the ridiculous, incoherent, obscene,
blasphemous, silly sayings falling from
their lips during the preceeding day's
debanch ! Truly when the wine is in
the wit is out.

(c.) Consider the hopeless slavery
into which the vietims of strong drink
are plunged, v. 35, I will seek it yel
again. Yet again and again, until death
shuts down the curtain of hope forever;
Sfor no drunkcard shall inherit the kingdom.

Do then thyself no harm; be not
among wine-bibbers; among riotous eat-
ers of flesh, This for thyself,

For others, like the Nazarites of old,
like the children of Jonadab the son of
Rechab, drink neither wine nor strong
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drink, so long as by it you cause to
stumble or tempt to ruin the soul—the
priceless soul—of thy brother, thy
brother for whom Christ died.

Vanity of Worldly Pleasures
(Lesson for December 14, 1884.)
Eccles. ii: 1-13.

By Arravr T. Prerson, D.D. [PresBY-

TERIAN], PHILADELPHIA,

“To understand the specific use of
each book in the Bible,” says Bishop
Percy, “‘is the best possible commen-
tary, and often makes needless any
other.” What, then, is the object of
the book from which this lesson is taken?

It is to show that human life, looked
at from any point of view which this world
affords, is « failure. Whether we take
our stand on the lowest or the highest
level, whatever be the comparative
breadth of prospect or range of hori-
zon, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.
This world, however little or much of
it we have and hold and enjoy, cannot
satisfy the demands and desires of
man's soul, In other words, man is too
big for this world. He is a half hinge,
whose only complement is an unseen
sphere of life and an eternal future.
He has wings growing which demand
a nobler flight; he has a migratory in-
stinct which is the prophecy of a sun-
nier South. He has in him God's im-
age, effaced, but not defaced. Only the
divine and perfect and eternal can feed
and fill his whole being,

This lesson traces the experiments,
conducted in a strictly scientific spirit,
and by a process of rigid induction, by
which the wise man reaches at last his
conclusion of the whole matter, record-
ed in the last words of this book: **Fear
God and keep his commandments, for
this is the whole of man—i. e., the secret
of a symmetrical manhood ; for God
shall bring every work into judgment
with every secret thing, whether it be
good or whether it be evil.”

Like many a scientist, this religious
experimenter, in the beginning of his
book, gives us a summary, by way of
anticipation, of the results of his in-
vestigation. Climbing to the loftiest




1884.]

summit which mere worldly wisdom
can attain, and looking over human
life, and even the whole cyele of human
history, he sees that all is vanity: there
is no profit under the sun. He is not
only oppressed with the emptiness of
this world, but with its dismal disap-
pointments and disasters; it is not only
vanity, but vexation of spirit. He gives
his grounds for this conclusion. 1. Be-
cause no complete, final, satisfactory re-
sult is reached., From his highest sue-
cesses man plunges into his deepest
failures ; he grows, only to decline and
die. 2. Because there is no permanent
progress. It is like motion in a tread-
mill —perpetual activity, but no ad-
vance, It is like going up a hill only
to round the top and go down on the
other side; or like a motion in a cirele,
in which you sweep round the grand-
est curve only to come back to the
starting point. A generation appears,
and then passes away to give place to
another, which, in turn, gives place to
its successor, The sun rises, moves
along the celestial arch to the zenith,
then as surely declines, to return to his
place of rising. The wind whirls about
continually, but only completes its cir-
cuit; and the rivers run from their
springs to the sea only to rise in vapor
to the clonds and be rained back into
their springs. There is what has been
called the “law of cirewarity,” and man
is under that law; for *“Dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou return.”

Hence this world cannot satisfy the
higher nature of man, for no new re-
sult is reached. The aspiring soul
finds, like the dove in the Deluge, no
rest, for there is none here,

And now let us trace the series of ex-
periments by which this wisest of the
sons of men was brought to these con-
victions and compelled to his final
conclusion,

First he tried pleasure in all its forms,
from lowest sensuous and sensual grati-
fieations to the highest intellectual and
wsthetic delights. He tried frivolity,
but laughter he found allied with mad-
ness, He tried wine, but bitter dregs
lay in the cup: at the beginning
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it fascinated like the serpent, but at
the last, like the serpent, it bit and
stung.

Agnin he tried treasure, laying up
silver and gold and the peculiar treas-
ure of kings., He wus the reservoir into
which poured the streams of tribute—
tributaries indeed! But gold was pow-
erless to buy him contentment and sat-
isfaction,

Again he tried intellectual pleasures
and treasures. He studied the sciences,

and especially the natural sciences, till
he was familiar with all the mysteries
of the animal and vegetable kingdom.
He stored up knowledge till his mind
was a mine of jewels, a musenm of rare
and curious things. He cultivated the
fine arts, architecture, music, painting,
sculpture. His palace was an earthly
paradise, full of men singers and women
singers, and a full orchestra of instru-
mental performers, He led the way in
great works of enterprise ; he builded
great houses and palaces, and reared a
temple for the Lord that rose from Mo-
riah like a mount of gold and snow.
He planted gardens and orchards and
vineyards, and made the soil teem with
fruits and flowers. And to insure fer-
tility, he constructed immense pools
like those near Bethlehem, which still,
by a huge aqueduct, supply Jerusalem
with water,

The result of all these experiments
he solemnly puts on record in two
words: Vanily and vexation. There must
be another world, a higher life, a sub-
limer sphere. That alone can be the
complement of this hinman, mortal ex-
perience, Admit that there is an un-
seen God, an immortal future, a per-
fect life beyond the grave, and what is
otherwise vanity becomes filled with
inspiring significance; what was other-
wise vexation is compensated by bound-
less consolation. Augustine was right:
“Thou, O God, hast made us for thee;
and our heart is restless till it rests in
thee.” Man can only reach his whole-
ness in holiness; and this world can
only become bright and beautiful as it
wheels into its orbit about the Sun of
Righteousness,




The Creator Remembered.
(Lesson for Decomber 21, 1884
By Freveniex A Nonve, DD, [Conane-
GATIONAL], Crircaao, o,
Remember wow thy Creator in the days of
Eeel, xii: 1,
“nthe days of thy youth I
To
those standing on the threshold of life
there seems to be no need of hurry.

thy youlh.
““Now !"

It isa thing to be done at onee,

There is hardly anything in which the
old and young differ more than in their
feehngsabout the light of time,  Chil-
dren think the days and the months
and the yearsare long, very long. Often
the only expression they can give to
their sense of the length of the period
from one holiday to another is a long
breath and a sigh,  Aged people think
they have hardly time to turn round
before the morning has settled down
into the night, and the old year has
It is hardly
too much to claim that the aged people
Bryant

given place to the new,

come the nearer to being right,
has a little poem entitled, * The Old
Man's Counsel,” in which the increas-
ingly rapid movements of our years are
likened to the inereasingly rapid beat-
igs of a partridge’s wing. It is an apt
illus
revolutions of suns and stars, ave right
on and on; and toa thoughtful person it
isamazing tosee with what rapidity our
to-days fade away into yesterdays. The
Seriptures do well to urge all youth toan
immediate remembrance of God. There
are four good and sufficient reasons for
acting on this recommendation,

I It is easier to remember God in
youth than later on in life, The years
are quite likely to bring us under bond-
age to a great many wrong views and
tendencies and habits,  After drifting
along withont God for a while, it is
only with severe effort and, it may be,
with a sharp sense of cross-bearing that
we shall be able to turn about and fall
into line with those who acknowledge
God and try to obey His command-
ments. Nothing is more common than
for men and women who have put off
confessing Christ till well advanced in
years, to say, “We wish we had taken

ration. Pulse-bents, clock-strokes,
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our stand earlier.”  © Remember now
thy Creator.,” It
when young.

IL. There is more happiness to be
found in a life in which one early comes
into the remembrance of God.  There
15 good for this.  Nobody,

whether old or young, ean ever he guite

i mever S0 easy as

reason

happy with a conscience not altogether
at ease,  Joy is a bird that flies away
when there is no inward peace.  We
must either fall in with conscience and
do what wao

conselence requires, or

must de '\tl‘ﬂ_\' conscienee searing it as
with a hot iron  sothat

no more energy in it to rebuke us for

there shall be
our folly and wickedness, or we can
have no satisfaction in life,

It is & notion widely entertained ind
often expressed, that for this present
time it s only the world which ean
afford us much real gratification, and
that, when we renounce the world for
God we must consent to forego joy. Not
50, For, measure them off and luy them
down side by side, pleasure for pleas-
ure, delight for delight, satisfaction for
satisfaction, and it will be found that
remembering God is a thousand-fold
more remunerative of joy than disre-
garding God,  No man rises so high in
happiness as the man who from first to
last does God's will,  The music of the
happiness God confers is a
octave above the music of the happi-
ness men can know, independent of
God: for the happiness which God has
provided for, and to which He lends
approval, is the happiness which grows
ont of or is associated with dutifulness,
and truth, and purity, and faith, and
love, and with all high and holy aspi-
rations.

whole

“Virtue alone can give true joy:

The sweets of virtue nev

ITI, One who takes this course is

more useful.  To remember God in

youth, and all the way through, is to
make life more worth living,

There are a great many forms of am-

bition, Some are ambitious to have

what they ecall ““a good time"in life;
some to be rich, and own stores and
railroads and steamboats and lands,
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and have fine houses and earringes and
hooks and and all that :
e to rise to high places of honor

puintings,
and power.  They want to sit in the
seats of anthority, and help make and
administer the laws,  Some are ambi-
tions to be seholars, and fill the world
with the renown of their intellectual
cupueities or their learning; some to be
inventors and explorers —the discover-
Much
serood, and to be commended:
but it is safe to say, that the highest

and worthiest nmbition whieh it is pos-

ers of things new and strange,

of thisa

sible foranybody to cherish, is the am-
bition to be veally and largely nseful,
* The highest benedietions hide

Where sacerifiee s pure and troe,™

Persons who remember God early
will be quite sure to be useful in two
Wiy,

1. They will be gquite sure to do more
specific work for God and for helping
on the kingdom of God. There will
be no long stretehes of years when the
month will be elosed against the speak-
ing of the Name that is above every
Many souls have been led into

thoughtfulness and prayerand faith and

name,

consecerntion by the simple, winning ap-
peals of mere children.  Remembering
God while yet ehildren, they do not los
the chance of being servieeable to Him
as children,  * Father, why don't yon
“Very well; what
does your uncle do ?”" ““He prays in his
family.” It was the stray arrow which
struek the heart, and brought the father

do as uncle does ?”

to his knees in loving surrender,

2. The whole life will be pitehed toa
When
the end comes, and the silver cord is

higher key of fidelity and honor

abont to be loosed, and the golden bowl
1s abont to be broken, there will be no
deep regrets that walked
through all his years, and used all his
resonrces, and exerted all his inflnence

one has

without any thought of Godin it all, or
any desire to please Him. The godly
man is the highest type of man, and
the man from whom his generation may
well expeet most.

IV, To remember God is what the
young ought to do. It is the right and
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dutiful thing for them to do,  Whatever
weight may attach to the preceding sug-
gestions, thi
Ench sonl owes it to God to ac
knowledge and follow Him

no han being

is the ecrowning consider-
ation
There is
no matter how young
nor how old, if he 18 not too yonng to
have werived at the use of his facnltios,
nor 50 old as to have lost the use of his
facultics ~who is not under obligation
to love and obey God

God s our (reator, ** Remember now
thy Creator.”  We owe our life to Him,
and all onr facnlties, and all onr privi-

“In Him we

leges and opportunities
live and move and have our b ing.'
Father,  'This is what
Jesus hias tanght us to call Him: “Our
Futher whichartin heaven

God is our

Jesus was
fond of saying, “My Father.” He was
just as fond of having everybody else
say it: “My Father and your Father.”
Jesus wanted men and women and chil-
dren to take God to their hearts, and to
let their
Father.

He deals with us in the tenderness and

hearts go ont to Him as a

For He loves us as a Father,
bountifulnessof a Father, If we have
health, cheering prospectsin life,whole-

some  and

stimulating  associations,
sweet homes, a knowledge of the way
of salvation through faith in the Son of
God; or, best of all, a personal share 1n
this salvation, it 15 becanse we have a
heavenly Father who cares for us, and
watches over us, and ministers to us
out of the infinite fullness of His grace,
To regmember God is the
duty.

On every ground, then, it is better to
heed this connsel, and fall into line
It is

It is worthier. To

supreme

with God as quickly as possible
safer, It is wiser,
do this is to become a ¢hild of God and
an heir of great and precious promises.
To do this is to secure the friendship
of God through all the temptations and
trials and burden-bearings of onr lives,
If we remember God, God will remem-
ber us and brood over us with all the
tenderness of a divine affection, and
minister to us ont of the measureless
wealth of His loving kindness. He
will never leave us nor forsake us.
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THE PRAYER-MEETING SERVICE.
By J. M. Suerwoop, D. D.

Dec. 3.— Missionary Service.—WATcH-
ING For CHRIsT'S APPEARING,—Luke xii:
37.

Tre design of these suggestions is
mainly practical; to furnish appropri-
ate topics for the weekly season of social
prayer, and throw out a few thoughts
to lead the minds and move the hearts
of God’s people in this Loly and de-
lightful exercise. Hence we strive to
select only practical topics and to give
a practical turn or direction to the
thoughts we suggest. The topic for
this evening has a supreme practical
side, as well as a doctrinal one, in which
all Christians are not agreed as to its
true interpretation, Hence we will con-
fine onrselves to the former. The Chris-
tian duty here enjoined, and in several
other parallel parables, is the duty of
WATCHFULNEsS, and the motive is,
Christ’s appearing, or a final personal
accounting to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Whether Christ appears in one form or
another, this year or a thousand years
hence, is a matter of no moment, com-
pared to the stupendous fact that He
will appear— appear in power and glory,
sooner or later, and will arraign every
creature at His bar, and reward or pun-
ish every man. He has entrusted one
or more talents to every servant, and
the day of inquisition is sure to come,
Our one duty is to be READY--always
ready—**living,” day by day, *as seeing
Him who is invisible,” We may die at
any hour, and the same preparation
that is essential to meet Christ at His
second appearing, is essential to meet
death; death is the practical appearing
of Christ to the individual saint, crown-
ing him with victory in the supreme
conflict and taking him home to glory.

1. Watching implies careful attention
to present duty.

2. A prayerful study of the signs of
the times, to learn the will of God and
the indications of His appearing to re-
vive and bless His people.

3. Daily living with death, eternity,
and the judgment day in full and vivid
view.

Dee. 10.—Liviné 10 GoD IN SMALL
THINGS, — Luke xvi: 10,

The Bible emphasizes little things ; the
widow's two mites; dead flies in the
ointment; a cup of cold water; and
here in Luke Christ says, *“ He that is
faithful in that which is least is faith-
ful also in much; and he that is unjust
in the least is unjust also in much.”
Small things, as a rule, are a surer in-
dex to character than great things. They
are spontaneous, unstudied, trifles in
themselves, yet showing the drift of
our daily thought and life, Besides,
life is mainly made up of little things;
minute thoughts, seemingly trifling
acts, ten thousand minute events, and
not a few great acts or experiences.
Life is made up of moments ! And soit
is with character. It is the result of
our every day's thinking and doing in
the numberless petty duties or omis-
sions, virtues or sins of life, Little
things make up the sum of good or evil
in life,

IN THE MORAL WORLD THERE IS NOTHING
LITTLE IN Gop's siGHT, There is a boun-
tiful harvest in the little seed cast into
the ground. There is heaven in a cup
of water given in the name of the Master.
The widow's two mites sanctified wealth
and draws it into God's treasury, There
is the principle of endless life in the
faintest exercise of grace in a human
heart. There are eternal rewards wrapt
up in the little ministries bestowed
upon Christ's poor and friendless and
suffering children.

It is the principle, and not the act
itself, which gives it character, import-
ance, dignity in God’s sight. There
may be more virtne in one kind word
dropped by the wayside, than in the
most eloquent sermon ever preached to
applauding crowds in the great cathe-
dral. There may be more virtue in a
small gift to some unknown charity,
than of millions to found an institution
to perpetuate one’s name. A few mo-
ments in secret daily prayer, may do
more to advance one in the Christian
life than all other agencies. The pray-
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er-meeting, where a handful pour out
their souls to God, may do more to keep
the church alive and sinners out of hell,
than the sermons and the worship of
the congregation on the Sabbath. Look
after *the little foxes " which spoil the
tender vines, Look after the * small
things " of faith and love and charity
and service, if you would honor Christ,
and be honored by Him. Look after
the humble agencies, the every day lit-
tle opportunitiss, the casnal chance to
*sow beside all waters,” if you would
be a useful man or woman.

Dec, 17.
Gen. v: 24,

The record of Enoch’s life and charace-
ter is one of the briefest and most re-
markable of any in the Bible, We have
his age, his translation, and a single
word descriptive of his character,
“Enoch walked with God,” a phrase
expressive of constant companionship
and undisturted intimate intercourse
with Him, We cannot conceive of a
more exalted and spiritnal state this
side of heaven,

ENocr’s waLk wite Gob,—

And the record of his
death, or rather translation, is equally
wonderful. ** And he was not, for God
took him.” His exalted piety received
a fitting reward. He was taken away
too in early life, according to the ante-
diluvian duration of human life. What
is it to ““walk with God?" And is such
a fellowship possible in these days to
His children ? It is possible; it is the
privilege of every true Christian,

WHAT 18 IT THEN TO WALK WITH GoD
As ENoCH WALKED ?

1. To be eonformed to His will, **Can
two walk together except they be
agreed?” God's law must reign sn-
preme in the heart and rule the life.
Our will must be subordinated, acqui-
esce in His, in all things.

II. To be brought intoliving actual sym-
pathy with Him. The heart must go with
Him as well as the allegiance, Thesoul
must be drawn to Him by the power of
a great moral attraction. There must
be the mingling, the flowing together
of feeling, sentiment, life, purpose, all
that constitutes being., Paunl had at-
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tained to that state when he said, * For
me to live is Christ.” *““Itis not I that
live, but Christ that liveth in me,’

IIL To have divine grace work out re-
demption in the soul. When that is done,
when sin is dethroned, and the image of
God is restored, and the spirit of Christ
rules the heart, heaven is not far off:
God is very nigh: the bonds are close
between the believing sanctified child
and the Eternal Father, The transition
from earth to heaven, from conflict to
victory, will be easy and natural,

Dec, 24.-~Tre Grap Tmives, —Luke
ii: 10-14,

Falling on the eve of Christmas, it is
proper that our thonghts and prayers
at this service should be inspired by
this transcendent theme,

“ The Glad Tidings.” No such mes-
sage of good news ever fell on angelic
ears; no such message of mercy ever
sounded its notes in hell; nosuch proc-
lamation of joy ever before sounded
down the sky of our lost world. Well
might ** the heavenly host,” who heard
Gabriel'sannouncement, shout, **Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men,”

Way THE GOSPEL IS GLAD TIDINGS OF
GREAT JOY,

I. The source of the proclamation
thrills the heart with interest and in-
spires it with hope. It is direct from
heaven, from the very lips of the Sun-
preme God, from out the bosom of
eternity. Listen, O earth, for Gop Him-
self speaks, speaks by the lips of Ga-
briel, who ministers before the Ever-
lasting Throne, and the multitude of
angels, whose shont has just rent the
sky, are His servants, sent down to
earth to herald the good news,

II. The burden of the message is a
burden of infinite joy and gladness—
“ glad tidings of great joy to all peo-
ple "—* for unto you is born this day
in the eity of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord.,” The long expected
Messiah, the Great Deliverer, Jesus, the
Savior of a lost race is born into the
world in the fulness of time,

ITI. The dignity and character of the
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announced deliverer is matter of won-
derment and eternal rejoicing, It s
in human.
world as to

the Son of God, incarnated
ity! “God so loved the
give,” ete,

IV. The greatuess of the salvation which
He eame to achieve may well astonish
angels and thrill the lost race of Adam
(1.) He saves His people
(2.) He came to de-
(3.) To
purify and gather a people to the praise
of the riches of His grace. (4.) To lay,
in this moral redemption, the founda-

with extacy.
from their sins,
stroy the works of the devil.

tions of an *““ everlasting kingdom " of
“ peace and righteousness " to perpetu-
ate the achievements of the Cross and
bind together in one great family all
loyal snbjects of the King of kings.

v, 31—Tue Manvs a1 THE Servl-

g.—Matt. xxvii: 61; xxviii: 1-8;
Mark xvi: 1-8; Luke xxiv: 1-10; John
xx: 1-18.

The resurrection of Christ is the piv-
otal fact on which hinge all the doe-
trines of Christianity, If Christ be
risen as the ** first fruits " of them that
sleep; if He hath power to revive the
buried dust of men in the last day,
then is the Gospel witness trne, and
Christian hope will not be disappointed.
On the contrary, if the founder ot
Christianity, who as an historical fact
suffered death in Judea eighteen hun-
dred years ago, remains under the power
of death—is a dead Christ—then the
Gospels are untruthful-—there is no
Jesus and no salvation,

Hence the early preachers of the Gos-
pel laid very great stress on the doc-
trine of Christ's resurrection. It was
a cardinal fact with them, They bore
special witness of it. They challenged
attention to it—challenged it on the
very scene of the crucifixion while the
event was still fresh in the public
mind. There is no fact in history more
clearly and fully established by ecredi-
ble evidence than the fact of the res-
urrection of Christ on the third day
after his crucifixion,

1. Note the influence which Christ’s
resurrection had on His disciples. It
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put life, hope, inspiration into them
all. It was like life from the dead.

2. Note how the early disciples em-
phasized and magnified this glorions
fact; an empty sepulehre ! arisen Jesus !

3. The power and bearings of the res-
urrection life are not grasped by the
Chureh in these days and brought to
the front and made conspicuons, The
one stupendonus fact in human history
is the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ,
man events to-day is the living presence

The one supreme force in hu-

of a Divine Personality, incarnated in
living hearts and holy lives, quickened,
redeemed and transformed by the grace
of God!

4. The Marys were early at the sepul-
chre, and before any of the other dis-
ciples, and their faith and piety were
duly rewarded,

A SYMPOSIUM ON ROMANS.*
No. IL
By Proressorn F. Goper, NEUCHATEL,
SWITZERLAND,

We have just heard a charmer. Bnt
to charm is not to convince. For where
our imagination applauds, very often
onr intelligence protests. The St. Paunl
of Mr. Beecher is a rabbi
coupled with a Greek philosopher.
But in this double-faced being I do not
recognize my St. Paul, the upostle of
Jesus Christ, whom I have learned to
know, by an intimate acquaintance
with his writings during half a cen-
tury. 1t appears to me, at times, in
reading Mr. Beecher, that the painter
has, to some extent, substituted his own
picture for that of his model; and, if
the editor of Tue HomrLeric MoNTHLY
will permit me to say it, I find that it
would be better to sketch a Beecher in
the image of Paul, than a Paul in the
image of Beecher,

But perhaps I am blinded by prej-
udice. Am I not one of those commen-
tators who imagine themselves able to
comprehend Paul ** with their grammar
and their dictionary,” and who produce
the impression upon Mr, Beecher of an

Jewish

*Translated from the French by Rev. G. F.
Behringer, Brooklyn




1884.]

owl in view of the aurora borealis, or
of a mole contemplating a magnolia-tree
in full blossom? Paunl was by nature
**one of those beings that develop into
poets and dramatists, He dreamed
dreams, heard voices, saw visions, had
translations from earth to heaven; had
angels standing by him,” To under-
stand such a man, it is necessary, in a
measure, to partake of his nature, and
of his genius, What a pleasure it
is to Mr, Beecherto see the poor exe-
getes, baffled at every turn by the blunt
and abrupt style of the apostle, and by
his wandering argumentation! Paul
rushes forward in his foolish course as
if he would never stop. Suddenly he
pauses, leaps to the right, and then to
the left, pursues a new idea which pre-
sents itself to him; and, after a mo-
ment, behold! he quite as suddenly
returns to the main beaten path, with-
out appearing to suspect that there has
been any interruption in his onward
progress. And the amazed commen-
tator, with grammarand syntax in hand,
does not know what to do with such a
writer,

Let me, then, say to my readers that
this pictare is u veritable caricature,
not only of the commentators of Paul,
but of Paul himself, As for myself, I
do not know of a writer more severely
logical than he who has been pictured
to us as an Arab steed in full play. Strict
reasoning would demand that Paul be
exhibited to us as a Demosthenes, The
logical necessity is so preponderating
in his writings that even his most su-
perabundant effusions of sentiment
are run into the most severe diaiectic
wold. Between Mr. Beecher's und wy
own appreciation of Paul, the distance
is not less great than that which sep-
ara‘es the two opposite shores of the
Atlantie,

But let us go at once to the Epistle
to the Romans, since that is the pro-
posed subject of our present trans-
oceanic symposium,

In the eyes of Mr. Beecher, who de-
velops this thought with his customary
geniality, this epistle was essentially
addressed to the believing Jews of the
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Roman capital, who certainly formed
the controlling portion of the Church
in that city, The apostle wished to
persuade them 1o abandon Moses, with-
out the fear of thereby committing un
act of infidelity. He wished to con-
vince them that to substitute Christ for
Moses would not be to change the aim,
but only the method. This was to re-
place the external and mechanical obe-
dience by an internal regeneration.

But if it is to the Jews that St. Panl
addresses himself, why is it that in the
introductory part (the first seven verses)
he develops the idea of his eall as an
apostle to the Gentiles? In what re-
spect did this appointed calling serve
to furnish him with the occasion to ad-
dress a letter to believing Jews? Why
does he characterize (verse 6) the Chris-
tians of Rome as belonging to the num-
ber of the Gentiles? And why does he
say to them a little farther on (verse 13)
that he desires to *‘have some fruit
among yon also, even as among the other
Gentiles?” Does he not explicitly clas-
sify the Roman Christians among the
number of the believing Gentiles? In
the eleventh chapter he addresses him-
self at full length to the believing hea-
then, and calls them “ you,” while he
speaks of the Jews and of the believing
Jews as *‘they.” We pass by other
proofs, and this the more readily since
Mr. Beecher himself acknowledges that
in the letter Panl speaks to the Romans as
Christian heathens ; but that this does
not hinder him from writing to the Jews
inthe spirit. Tospeak thusisto honorthe
cleverness of the apostle more than his
uprightness, At any rate, the thesis
of my opponent, thus formulated, re-
mains inadmissible,

Was it necessary to prove to the Jews,
as the first chapter does, the state of
corruption of the heathen world, and
the wrath of God which is manifested
towards the Gentiles in this same vile-
ness to which they were given up?
The Jews did not doubt these facts.
We perceive that it is the entire hu-
man race which engages the attention
of Paul. Is it not for the purpose of
reassuring the believing heathen that

]
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Paul shows in the fourth chapter that
there was a time in the life of Abraham
himself when he was nothing but an
uncircumecised heathen, and that it is
precisely in this period of his life that
he was justitied by faith without the
works of the law? If Paul thus ad-
dressed himself in spirit to the Jews of
the Church, why does he go back as
far as Adam, the head of humanity, in-
stead of limiting himself, as in Gala-
tians, to Abraham, the father of Israel ?
In chapter vi: 17-21, he reminds his
readers that they were formerly *“ the
servants of sin and free from righteous-
" Servants of sin? Yes; the Jews
could, in a certain sense, have merited
this term. But **free from righteous-
ness ?” Never. Did not the law hold
them under its discipline, and did it
not put a barrier between them and
heathen licentiousness? Very far from
wishing to effect a change in the views
of his readers, the apostle uniquely
expresses the desire of strengthening
them (i: 12; xv: 28). To strengthen is
to confirm their convictions, not to
transform them,

There existed then at Rome, several
years before the arrival of the apostle
in that city, a Christian community
composed, for the most part, of be-
lievers of heathen origin, joined to
these,withoutdoubt, was a number of be-
lieving Jews of heathen origin;of whom
the great majority adhered to the spirit-
uality of the apostle. *“But God be
thanked that ye were the servants of
sin; Oul ye have obeyed from the heart that
Sform of doctrine which was delivered you.”
(vi: 17.) Thus Paul says himself, This
congregation had not been established
from Palestine, as has often been sup-
posed ; much less had it been estab-
lished by Peter, as the Roman Cath-
olic Church pretends. It owed its
existence to Christians coming from
Syria, Asia Minor, and Greece; some
of Jewish, others of Greek origin, but
who had become acquainted with the
apostle in the East, and of whom a cer-
tain number had come from churches
founded by Paul. These are they that
went out to meet him at several leagues’

ness,’
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distance from Rome when he arrived,
for the first time, in that city, * whom
when Paul saw, he thanked God and
took courage.” (Acts xxviii: 15,) These
are among the most eminent to whom
he sends greeting (e. ¢., Priscilla and
Aquila), by the intermediary of the
whole Church, in this large enumera-
tion of brothers, friends, and co-labor-
ers, whose names fill one of the lust
pages of his letter. He feels the need
of thus recognizing the services which
they have rendered to the Gospel and
to himself, and to remind the Church
of the respect and affection which are
due to them as the first bearers of the
Gospel at Rome, and precursors of the
Apostle of the Gentiles in this capital
of the pagan world.

But why does he write such a letter
to this Church? 'The reply has often
been made : Paul wished to anndunce
his arrival, and to prepare for himself
afavorable welcome among them, This
suggestion may explain a letter, but
not such a letter,

Let us recall what was lacking in the
foundation of this Church, When the
apostle established a Christian congre-
gation, he imparted to them, as much
as was possible, a thorough and even
a very detailed evangelical instruction.
This is proven by the formula which
often recurs in his letters, and which
is applied at times to secondary mat-
ters: ‘Do you not know that,” ete. At
Antioch, Barnabas and he thus taught
for one whole year. (Acts xi: 26.) At
Ephesus, Paul hired a hall belonging to
a rhetorician, where, during two entire
years, he daily proclaimed the Word of
the Lord Jesus, both to the Jews and
to the Greeks. (Acts xix: 9, 10,) Thus
this privilege was enjoyed by all the
churches which Paul founded in the
pagan world; but the Christian congre-
gation at Rome had been deprived of
this privilege. And hence this was the
reason, without doubt, why Paul, prof-
iting by the three months’ rest which
he enjoyed at Corinth during the win-
ters of 58 and 59 (Acts xx: 3), wrote n
letter such as, until then, he had never
been called upon to write—a letter con-
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taining that which he would have
taught the Christians at Rome had he
had the good fortune of himself estab-
lishing a church in that city. It was
a connected and, in a manner, system-
atic exposition of his evangelical
preaching; or, according to the expres-
sion which he employs twice in this
same epistle, of his Gospel. (ii: 16; xvi:
25.) He means by this remarkable ex-
pression the contents of that special
revelation which he had personally re-
ceived of the Lord, (Gal. i:11-16,) In
his other letters (with the exception
of those to the Ephesians and to the
Colossians), owing to some particnlar
cirenmstance, the apostle continued
and complemented the general oral in-
struction which he had given them by
special supplementary teachings. But
in his Epistle to the Romans he does
not aim to explain a special point, nor
to rectify a particular error; nor does
he seek, as in Galatians, to arrest a
Chureh upon the verge of Jewish legal-
ism, or, as in 1 Corinthians, to reclaim
a Christian congregation from certain
vagaries of a Hellenic nature to Chris-
tinn holiness. He sees but two things :
on the one side, man under condemnation,
and on the other, salvation by Christ;
and his unigque aim (which is that of his
gospel in general) in this letter is, to
bring this nian and his salvation to-
gether; to make one whole by the bonds
of faith. Thoungh we know little of the
great heart of the apostle, we can form
some idea of the solemn impression
which he onght to feel in undertaking
the sublime task to which he saw him-
self called. At last the moment had
come to commit to paper the thought
of his whole life. It was not a partic-
ular subject of doctrine, or of the Chris-
tian life, which he was about to ex-
plain, It was salvation in its entirety
and in all its grandeur. And it was
not to a little cornet of the world that
ke addressed himself, as when he wrote
to Thessalonica, or to Corinth, to Phil-
ippi or to Galatia. It wasto the Eter-
na! City, to the capital of the world,
which was, as has been said, a resumé
of the entire world. What St. Paul was
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obliged to experience in applying him-
self to execute such a task, he alone
could tell us; vet in studying this in-
comparable writing we can obtain some-
what of an impression of it. Similar
to the angel in the Book of Revelation,
flying in the midst of heaven, “having
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto
them that dwell on the earth” (Rev,
xiv: 6), the apostle soars above all dif-
ferences of nationalities, religions, lan-
guages, and eulture, He beholds at his
feet all hnmanity, and the whole conrse
of 1ts history, Then from this lumin-
ous sphere, where his spirit dwells, he
causes to descend to those vast regions
filled with the darkness of sin, of suffer-
ing, and of death, the glory of salva-
tion,

The preamble reveals the height to

which he feels himself raised. That
which God had promised by his proph-
ets He had delivered to Paul, set apart
for this mission by God Himself, to
proclaim it to the world, especially to
the Geuntile world, This mission Panl
had received from the risen Christ, the
Lord not only of the Jews as Son of
David, but of the entire world, as Son
of God. And it is for this reason that
he can write to the Church at Rome,
althongh he had not at all founded it.
It was part of his vast diocese, the
world of the Gentiles, If he has not
yet visited this capital of the world, it
was neither fear nor shame that hin-
dered lnm. When one bears a message
which embraces the salvation of all that
call themselves men, one trinmphs over
such feelings,

Bat is the world in need of salvation?
Contemplate the heathen delivered unto
the bondage of the most ignoble and
unnatural passions, This abject con-
dition, unto which they are delivered,
is the evidence of the condemnation
that rests upon them. (1st chapter.)
And what of the Jews? In spite of the
severity of their judgments upon the
Gentiles, and their more respectable
condition, morally and externally, were
they really better? They dishonored
by their conduct the name of God in
the heathen world where they were
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scattered. And because they were
Jews, they imagined that the judg-
ment of God would spare them! But
“God is no respecter of persons.”
The divine wrath, which rests already
visibly upon the Gentile world, is slow-
ly gathering around the Jewish people,
and is soon to be visited upon them,
(2d chapter.)

All mankind is under the weight of
God's wrath. And let no one excuse
himself by saying that God will over-
rule everything, even the evil, for good.
This excuse wounld be blasphemy, and
wounld aggravate man’s sin. Would that
every man, Jew and Gentile, might re-
main silent, and acconnt himself as
guilty before God ! (iii: 19.)

Evidently it is neither the Jew nor
the Gentile that Paul has particularly
It is man, alike a sinner and
condemned, whether Jew or Gentile,
though differently situated. There is
in this an appeal to the conscience of
all humanity, more expressly embrac-
ing the Jew, becanse he dared to except
himself from the mass of mankind.

Here each leaf is turned, as after
every day of creation, when it is said:
“Thus was the evening and the morn-
ing.” The night of condemnation is
succeeded by the dawn of the day of
salvation (iii: 21): the wrath of God is
followed by the justice of Gfod. This
justice, however, is not that which con-
demns, but that which absolves. But
how can justice absolve when the world
is guilty 2 Will God adjudge the guilty
to be innocent? Yes, He will; and that
withont ceasing to be just. Here, at
this time, the secret of God, long hid-
den, is at last revealed. For that long
series of erimes which marks the course
of mankind on this earth, and which,
to a large extent, appeared to go un-
punished—as if God had closed His
eyes to the perversity of His creatures
—an innocent victim, chosen by God
from all eternity, is offered to suffer the
punishment before the sight of a guilty
world. And whosoever accepts, for
his own sake, this judgment of sin in
the person of this victim, and renders
homage to the right of God against

in view.
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guilty man, manifested in this sorrow-
ful and voluntary punishment, pluces
himself thereby in a favorable moral
condition, in the which God can par-
don him, and show Himself satisfied,
without ceasing to be just.

This is that famous doctrine of jus-
tification by faith, which is the soul
of the teachings of St. Paunl, which was
the principle of his moral and religious
life, and which is to this day the *“let
there be light” of the new creation op-
erating in man. The passage, iii: 23-25,
is the key of the whole Epistle to the
Romans. And yet, strange to say, M=,
Beecher passes it by in siience in his
exposition of the Epistle. Are we not
entitled to ask him to account for such
a singular omission? Is it allowable
to throw a bridge over the abyss of di-
vine merey and holiness as lightly con-
structed as this contemptuous phrase,
“Rabbinie reasoning ?”

After having thus founded justifica-
tion upon the work of Christ, St. Paul
confirms this means of salvation by his
own agreement with Jewish monothe-
ism in general, which demands that,
since God is God of all, the means of
salvation should also be within reach
of all; then, more especially by the ex-
ample of Abrabam, who seized the Di-
vine promise by the hand of faith, and
thereby obtained the righteousness
which he did not possess by his works.
And in order that the Jews and the
Gentiles might with equal certainty
secure the salvation by faith which Paul
announced, it was necessary that no
one should doubt his entire agreement
with tha revelations hitherto accorded
to the Jews. This is the contents of
the latter part of the 3d chapter, and of
the whole of the 4th chapter,

The first part of the 5th chapter
finishes the picture of justification by
faith, in adding thereto an essential
trait, viz.: that this justification, pos-
sessed to-day, will not be wanting in
the future before the divine tribunal.
Here Mr. Beecher compares the argu-
mentation of St. Paul to a torrent,
which, after baving foamed and eddied

in a ravine, gently flows into a green




Aty

1884.] A Symposium on Romans.

prairie. It is owing to his brilliant
imagination that Mr. Beecher has seen
all this. In reality, the preceding argn-
ment continunes calm, serene, rigid, and
even mathematical, one might say.
“When I was an enemy, an object of
wrath, God justified me; now that I am
justified, will God make me an object
of His wrath?” This is the line of
reasoning in its simplicity. It is npon
this irresistible a fortiori argnment that
he rests for the faithful assurance of
salvation. Am I not right, therefore,
in speaking of the mathematical rigor
in which Paul envelops the most sub-
lime emotions of his feelings?
Condemnation pronounced upon all,
justice (righteonsness) offered to all:
behold the contents of these first two
parts of the epistle! The third puts
them into mutual logical relation with
one another, and thus crowns this first
part. The cause operating in Adam
was a feeble one, and yet it was suffi-
cient to found an empire of universal
death, Grace operating in Christ in-
cluded infinitely more powerful factors;
will it not, therefore, be most surely
efficacious in founding a reign of life
of which all believers shall be the bear-
ers? Herein, again, is fouad an argu-
ment of mathematical rigor to express
the trinmphant certainty of faith. The
foundations of faith are laid; by being
justified, the sinner is restored to a
normal state in the sight of God, His
favor is restored to man, But what will
morality gain thereby? Will it lose
nothing in this convenient position?
And for the purpose of sanctifieation,
will it not be necessary at least to re-
turn to the law, hitherto avoided as a
means of justification. The apostle
examines this question in chapters vi.
to viii. And this is his reply: On the
one hand, the union of faith with Christ
dead for sin morally constrains the be-
liever to die fo sin. His plan of life
can no longer carry with it the possi-
bility of sinning. On the other hand,
the union of faith with the risen Christ
consecrates him to a holiness resem-
bling that of Christ Himself. This
principle of sanctification once for all
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established in the heart by faith in
Christ, dead and risen again, is an emi-
nence from which the believer could
not escape, except on the condition of
renonneing faith itself, Christ thus
sapplants the ancient spouse, the law,
in the believing soul, in that superior
world to which He had elevated the
soul with Himself, He can break with
the law without seruple,

And there is no reason to regret this
ancient spouse. The apostle here ap-
peals to his experience as a sincere
Jew. The law lad, indeed, revealed
sin unts him, but without aiding him
to overcome it Under this master he
was sensible of his chains only to feel
more grievously their weight. <0,
wretehed man that T am, who shall de-
liver me?” This ery of distress was all
that he had learned in the school 6f the
law. But heaven responded to his ery;
the Deliverer is come. The Spirit of
Life which is in Jesus Christ (Rom.
viii: 3), and by which Lis justification
in Christ has been sealed, has at last
brokeu his chains. He has recognized
the victory of the Spirit over the flesh,
And the power of death, thus broken
in his heart, will one day be vanquished
by virtue of the same Spirit, even in
his own body. The believer, having
become the son of God by the life of
the Spirit, will also become the inherit-
or of God. (Chap. viii: 1-17.)

Here the apostle discloses a new per-
spective. Fromjustificationthere issnes
sanctification; from sanctification there
proceeds glory—the perfect realization
of the destiny of man. Without doubt
salvation, to the degree of glory, is yet
to come; but all tends thither, Nature
invokes this new estate by the univer-
sal sigh which is heard in a world
where all suffer and die. The children
of God, inclosed in this infirm and ten-
der body, invoke it. The Spirit of God
Himself invokes it, filling with a long-
ing sigh the hearts in which He dwells,
Everything <o-operates to hasten the
advent of this blessed state to which
God has predestined the believers, and
where they will bear the perfect image
of their elder brother, Who, then, will

" - -
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oppose himself to the accomplishment
of God’s designs towards them? They
need righteousness ; God has given it
unto them. They need holiness, in
view of the final absolution which the
Judge must pronounce upon them.
Christ, the Judge Himself, procures
this for them. They need perseverance
in the warfare against the inseparable
sufferings of the Christian life, The
love which Christ has shown to them
is stronger than the fear of death and
all the conjured powers of the universe.
And again in that magnificent passage
where the feeling overflows, everything
is strictly logical, and we can find the
systematic plan, according to which
the order of salvation has been pre-
sented: condemnation and justice, sin
and holiness, grief and glory.

But let us hasten to a close of this
feast, otherwise our guests might dis-
perse—ifthey have not already done so.

After having explained this salvation,
Paul retracesits progressin the history
of mankind: for here arises a dark
problem which might provoke doubt
against salvation itself. For how can
Israel, the chosen people, reject this
sulvation, if it were that which the
prophets had foretold? This is the
problem which engages Paul in the fol-
lowing portion (chapters ix xi) of his
Ican be brief upon this point,
becanse here I more nearly agree with
Mr. Beecher. The divine election could
not be absolute in the sense that God
would dispense with the necessary
moral conditions in man for the accom-
plishing of His plans (chapter xi). It
is not (God that has broken with Israel;
it is Israel that has broken with God in
not wishing to recognize, in the hour
of Christ’s advent, the end of the law
and the death of its theocratic monop-
oly, and thus hindering the preaching
of salvation to the Gentiles (chapter x).
And, finally, all the Jews have not been
rejected, and even those that have been
are not cast off forever. After Christ's
sacrifice shall have opened the entrance
of salvation to all the Gentiles, the re-
demption of the Gentiles shall bring
back the Jews themselves into the king-
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dom of God. And the oldest sonand the
prodigal shall rejoice together, assem-
bled at their father's table. *O the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and of the knowledge of God.”

After having thus illuminated the life
and the history of manuind, the apostle
again describes to us the life of the indi-
vidual under the influence of this salvation,
He shows us a holy and living sacrifice
of himself daily rendered unto God, in
the service of the Church (chapter xii);
then by submission and justice toward
all men, as citizens in the domain of
the state, and this witl eonstant regard
to the return of Him who will inangu-
rate the new order of things (chapter
The tenor of this practieal part
is not less systematic than that of the

xiii).

other portions of his letter.

Regard now the progress of the
Epistle. From the beginning to the
end of it, Paul goes directly forward to
the goal, without evasion, without cir-
cumloentian, without introducing any
extraneous matter, The special revela-
tion as touching salvation, which Paul
had personally received, has now come
to an end.

It is certain that he who has com-
posed such a letter is not a dishevelled
Bacchant, earrying within his bosom a
rubbi and a philosopher, and alternate-
ly ventriloquizing with the mouth of
one and of theother. He is a man nat-
urally endowed, at the same time and
in the most eminent degree, with Ja-
phetie discursive intelligence und Se-
mitie intuition. Stricken to death by
Christ, and resurrected as an apostle of
Christ—from that moment he placed
the Gamaliel and the Aristotle united
within him at the feet of this unique
One, who had been revealed to him as
tke son of David and as the Son of
God; a Jew according to the flesh, but
““who is over all, God blessed forever.”
(ix: 5,) And the monument which he
has erected to this adorable Name, in
the Epistle to the Romans, in concen-
tratingupon this work, with an incom-
parable energy, all his natural and
spiritual forces, will never be excelled
or equaled.
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CONDITIONS OF PULPIT POWER.
By Winniam Creaver WILKINsON,
No. L.

Observe I do not say, The Conditions
of Pulpit Power. I purposely refrain
from that, I do not wish to imply that
I aspire to make the present discussion
exhaustive, I shall not aim at ennmer-
ating all the conditions that must com-
bine to secure for the pulpit its proper
measure of power. I merely mean to
mention a few of them, And for even
these few I shall not seek to select those
conditions alone which possess in them-
selves the highest intrinsic or absolute
importance, My principle of choice will
rather be to choose for remark sneh con-
ditions of power for the pulpit as seem
to be of the highest importance rela-
tively to ns and to this living moment
in the history of preaching.

In accordance with this principle of
choice, I lay it down as the first con-
aition of pulpit power, pecnliarly need-
ed just now, that {heln'mu'lmr should helieve
in preaching.

This is by no means recommending
self-reliance to the preacher as a con-
dition of power in preaching. Self-re-
liance is useful in its wav. It is, up to
a certain point and within the proper
sphere, a true condition of power. A
self-reliant man is presumably at least
master of what strength he possesses,
His resources are his own and he can
wield them at will. Besides this his
self-reliance impresses his fellows, His
fellows are ready to give way before
Self-reliance both hides in its
heart and binds on its brow the presage
So far self-reliance is a real
condition of power,

But self-reliance is not what I mean
when I say that the preacher shounld be-
lieve in preaching. For the preacher Lo
believe in preaching does not necessa-
rily imply reliance on self. The preach-
eris not to say, * I believe in my preach-
He is simply to say I believe
in preaching.” But to believe in preach-
ing is still an ambignous phrase. It
may mean any one of several very dif-
ferent things. To believe in preaching
may mean to believe in it as an exped-

him.

of victory.

ing.”
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ient to the preacher of getting along in
the world. P aching may be believed
n xpedient,
to dissemiie the fact.

in as s It is useless
The fact exists,
Our fellow-men see it plainly enongh,
We gain nothing by ignoring it our-
selves, The simple trath is that pach-
ing is one of the ways of earning a live-
lihood. As things go nowadays with ns
in this country, preaching is by no
means the worst way of earning n-hvn-
lihood, Moreover, preaching is one of
the ways for a man of studions tastes to
seenre to himself the

opportunity of
being & scholar,

Preaching also opens
before a man ambitious of oratorieal
distinetion, the avenne ton conspicn-
ous professional career. Tt is quite pos-
sible therefore, for the preacher to he-
lieve in preaching as an expedient to
himself of getting along in the world,
But sueh faith in preaching is not the
faith in preaching that supplies to the
preacher a condition of pulpit power,
Yet again preaching may be believed
in by the preacher as an instrnment of
moral impression.  To believe thus in
preaching is good as far as it goes, No
one can doubt that the office of preach-
ing may be made a powerful instrnment
But a belief in
preaching like this is inadequate, It

of moral impression,
does not go fur enough. To believe
rightly in preaching is more than to be-
lieve that preaching may be made a
powerful instrument of moral impres-
That is self-evident, It asks no
faith. It admits of none. ft is a matter
of knowledge, But the belief in preach-
ing which supplies to the preacher a
real condition of power, is not know-
ledge. It is faith, sheer faith, You do
not know, You believe,

Believe what? what must I believe
with reference to preaching in order to
make my belief a condition of pulpit
power? Yon must believe that preach-
ing is an ordinance of God. You must

sion,

believe that it is an ordinance of God
in a peculiar sense. In one sense every
use of speech that men can make is an
ordinance of God. But preaching is an
ordinance of God in another, in a high-
er, sense than this. Preaching was or-
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dained by God in a special and singular
manner, to be the means of saving men,
This is the truth, and this truth must
be believed by the preacher in order to
fulfil the first condition of pulpit power,
It requires some courage to have this
faith. But you must be courageous and
have it. The world will smile at your
folly. The world will call you either
simple, or else proud, to dream that your
voeation as preacher has any unusual
sanction from God, or any transcendent
connection with the saving of men. In
its more tolerant moods the world will
grant that preaching is useful. The pul-
pit, the world is sometimes willing to
say, the pulpit has its place among the
many agencies that exist for making
men better, But it will not do for you,
a preacher, to accept so much as suffici-
ent for your belief. You will have to run
a little risk. You will have to believe a
little more than the world believes. The
world admits that preaching is @ means
of making men better. You must be-
lieve that preaching is the means of mak-
ing men better, More. You must believe
that preaching has for its object con-
cerning men something beyond making
men better. That is a sober, a rational,
a worldly-wise view. The world will
concur in that, But again you will have
to run a little risk. Again you will have
to believe a little more than the world
believes, Not making men better, but
saving men, is what you must hold to be
the true issue of preaching. That in-
volves believing that men need saving,
You must be bruve and believe this too
or you cannot believe as you should in
preaching.

But all has not yet been said. To
believe rightly in preaching implies
something more. You must believe
not only that preaching is an ordinance
of God, and an ordinance of God in a
pecnliar sense, not only that preaching
is o means of making men better, nay,
the means of making men better, and not
only that it has for its issue the saving
of men. You must believe also that
preaching is not a temporary device, a
provisional expedient good for past
times, good, though less good for these
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times, but destined at last to be super-
seded by something better. You must
believe that preaching was ordained by
God an ordinance to endure. This is the
truth and this truth you must believe,
Preaching is not obsolete, it is not be-
coming obsolete, it never will be obso-
lete—till sin is. All this you must be-
lieve with reference to preaching, or
you cannot preach with power.

Now to believe all this in these times
takes courage, If you are not a brave
man you will not dare believe it all. The
world will call yon an enthusiast for
believing it, or, still worse, an impos-
tor as pretending to believe it. The
world has many eyes, and some of its
eyes have a very trying stare. I tell yon
if you are not a brave man the world
will look you out of countenance. The
word to Jeremiah is good yet. When
God sent Jeremiah to disobedient Isra-
el, he charged the prophet, ‘‘Be not
dismayed at their faces.” The charge is
to you the same, Be not dismayed at
men’s faces, Preach as if yon believed
in preaching. Rather, believe as yon
should in preaching, and preach.

But I know what some will say, some
preachers, I mean. They will say: ‘“Now
do not let us be extravagant. We must
not set up any unwarranted pretensions.
After all is preaching quite what you
claim? Once undoubtedly 1t was; but
have not things changed? In the apos-
tles’ time preaching was the great means
of spreading the gospel. But printing
hag been invented. Does not the press,
to some extent, take the place of the pul-
pit? Is it wise still to claim the same
pre-eminence as of old for preaching ? "

Such language sounds conservative.
There is the ring of a true worldly-wis-
dom in it. It has the charm of apparent
moderation and candor. And it is, more
than would openly be confessed, the
secret persuasion of preachers. No won-
der. We read every month, and every
week, and every day, the boasts of the
press. Journalism seems in fact to have
made a law of good breeding for its own
peculiar benefit. That law reverses the
rule which used to be universal. It
permits newspapers and magazines to
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praise themselves without prejudice to
their modesty. Accordingly the power
of the press is a constant theme for
articles. The *“power of the press” is
a heading that might very well be kept
constantly in type at almost any flour-
ishing newspaper establishment. No
wonder, [ say, if such an inflnence, per-
petually in the air, affects the faith of
some preachers in preaching. But I
venture to assert that the press is no
substitute, present or prospective, for
the pulpit. I have no interest in dis-
paraging the power of the press, That
power is very great. In some instances
it is also a very beneficent power. The
pulpit has no oceasion to repel the al-
liance of the press. The pulpit has how.
ever every occasion to repel the attempts
of the press to head an alliance. The
press is an excellent auxiliary. But it
is a very dangerous usurper. Let it
know its place. It is the second not the
first,

It is no arrogance to say this, It is
simple fidelity., I do not counsel the
pulpit to flaunt its claims, The assertion
of its claims is a matter of prudence,
But the holding of its elaims is a deeper
matter. That 1s a matter of prineiple.
Whatever you avow or refrain from a-
vowing, deep down in your heart youn
must hold your belief that preaching is
the one chief way, chosen by God, for
once and forever, to save men,

The press cannot take the place of the
pulpit for several reasons. First the
press is an anonymous agency. There
is a voice, but nobody utters it. There
is something said, but nobody has said
it. There are words plenty, but when
vou look for the man behind the words,
the man is not there, Sinners are very
perverse. They will unreasonably re-
fuse to be saved in this anonymous
fashion. Besides the men who write a-
nonymously are not in general the men
to be very good saviors, It is not the
religious press, for the religious pressis
not in the habit of boasting itself in this
respect over the pulpit; it is the secu-
lar press that I have now in mind. And
here again it is but just that I should
make exceptions. There are certainly

high-minded secnlar journalists, and
seenlar journalists too, of noble moral
aims.  But the average newspuper wri-
teris not yonr ideal of a moral reformer,
In the nature of things he cannot be,
Newspapers are not established to re-
form men,  The anonymons feature in
the conduet of newspapers tends natu-
rally to enlist writers that prefer to
write without a seuse of personal re-
sponsibility. Even those better men
who possess a native instinet of honor
and conscience are insensibly corrnpted
to write less sernpulously when hidden
under the mask of the anonym. You
may say that the public which supports
a newspaper will hold its writers to ae-
connt, Ifthe writers offend the publie
sense, they suffer punishment in loss
of public favor, This is trne. The pub-
lic have it in their power to keep news-
papers to as high a standard as they
choose, The public is master of the
newspaper, The newspaper is servant
of the public. The newspaper is pre-
cisely as good, no better and no worse,
as the public will have it. The power
of the press, the newspaper press, lies
in exactly obeying public opinion. The
art of journalism is therefore largely a
tact for feeling public opinion, Take
the London *Times” for a fair repre-
sentative, The editor-in-chief of that
journal, I have been told, haunted elub-
rooms and coffee-honses to cateh the

whisper of the people about current
events. Ile got this popular whisper
gathered np in good round periods and
rolled it ont next morning in the fine re-
verberant thunderof the ** Times " edi-
torials. This is the high art of jour-
nalism—to echo, not to create, public
opinion, Not yet is it time for journal-
ism to take the place of preaching as the
means of saving men. What the public
needs, is not a slave, but a master. But
the newspaper is the slave of its publie,

I know that the pulpit can be as sub-
servient as the press, I know that too
often it is. But the press is subservient
by virtue of its very idea, On the con-
trary it is the idea of the pulpit to be
independent. The more shame to the
pulpit when it truckles! Bat, as the
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case stands, where the press dares chal-
lenge public opinion once, the pulpit
dares it a thousand times. We all know
too that when a newspaper has in some
instance gone counter to publicopinion,
its first business, on finding itself out
of the channel is to take the necessary
tacks to get safely back where it ean go
with the current again. But the true
pulpit always stands against the cur-
rent. Its business is to resist, For this
reason the press naturally inyites to it.
self the timid men, while the pulpit in-
vites the bold. A man who is willing to
risk himself is so far the natural preach-
er, There are never too many such, But
the pulpit is saure to have its share—
men who do not care to hide behind a
casemate and fire through a loop-hole,
but who stand out in full sight exposed
from head to foot and ready to take the
consequences—God bless such preach-
ers!

But there is a further reason why the
pulpit cannot be superseded in its office
of saving men by the press, The living
voice, the living presence. the man him-
self as well as the man’s thought, is nee-
essary to the impartation of life and
power from soul to sonl. Words alone
Not characters to the
eve, not sounds to the ear, but life to
life —that is the law of moral influence,
You must look
into their eyes, you must feel their eyes
looking into yours, you must grapple
them heart to heart. In
wrestle with men, this life-grapple, there
is no escape fromadecisive issue. There
is a victory, and the victory is with you
or it is against you. You conquer your
hearers, or your hearers conquer yon,
Hence that enormous, that peculiar,
agony in the soul of the orator, which
precedes his encounter with the assem-
bly. The quivering nerve, the quaking
knee, the throbbing brain, the tumult-
uous heart —these are the foretoken-
ings of a strife impending, in which the
orator knows that he must master his
hearers or submit himself to be mas-
tered by them. Itisa great matter to
wrestle thus with an audience on any
terms. But it is a moral as well as a

will not do it.

You must face men.

this moral
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mental strain, not conceivable to a man
who has not experienced it, when this
orator’s wrestle is undertaken on the
terms which trne preaching imposes.
The gain, however, is eqnul io the cost.
The struggle, the agony, is only a fuir
measure of the value ot a victory won,
By as much as it costs more to fuce
your andience and conquer them with
the truth, soul to soul, than it costs to
sit withdrawn in your closet and write
your thouglts for the press, by so much
is the advantage nceruing greater, Your
audience have their chance to resist
you. You feel the antagonist thews
with which they strnggle against you.
You give out force on foree, life on life,
to mateh their efforts, until their en-
ergy of resistance is spent. You then
have conquered them, and they are
The fruitful results of such a
There

yours,
strife are simply incaleulable.
is a law of the persistence of force in
the moral world. The vast outlay of
spiritual energy which preaching costs
the preacher is not waste. The virtue
goes out of you into your hearers. This
is the law which presides here. And
there is no other method possible for
the communication of life, for the con-
version of moral force, for the transfer
of regenerating power—in short, for
saving men—that can take the place of
preaching. This reason for preaching
is a reason that must always exist.
Have no fears. Haveno doubts. Preach-
ing has its reasons in human nature as
well as in the express and peculiar ordi-
pation of God. Preaching must last
as long as human nature lasts, Nothing
at least but the complete redemption
of human nature can make preaching
obsolete.

Gird your loins about with this faith
in preaching. Never take the girdle oft.
Wear it in all presences without shame.
If the press vaunts itself above the pul-
pit where you are present to hear, fecl
of your girdle. Tighten it a little; it
will do your loins good. If science
meet you, don’t unbind your girdle of
faith in preaching. Let it be some one
else, not you, that shall greet an infidel
scientist as a brother minister of equal
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rank and office before God. You may

well enough regard such a scieatist as
God’s tool; but God’s minister he is
not, in any seuse worth putting into
The preacher who believes in
preaching as he should, will be in no
danger of dipping his colors like that.
Those ministers whose Father Almighty

words,

chose the ministry for them, and who
themselves confirmed His choice, will
believe too solemnly in preaching to
forget themselves thus in any presence,
A man may, in his own private charae-
ter, make uny obeisance that hie chooses
as a homage to genins, even though
that genins be hostile to Christ. DBut
for a minister of Christ, a nominal am-
bassador of the Most Hich God, to
degrade, not lLimself, but his office, by
fraternal recognition of a scientific in-
fidel as his official peer in rank—this
cou'd happen to a man only at a mo-
ment when he was not brave enough to
believe as he should in preaching.

AN OLD-TIME NEGRO PREACHER.
By James M. Lubrow, D.D,

Some years ago I spent a Sabbath
in a town at the extreme South, and
in the afternoon wandered into a Meth-
odist meeting-house, The tumble-down
building was packed and bursting ont
with sable humanity—as were the gar-
ments of many of the congregation,

Two clergymen occupied the pulpit
platform. One of them had what, by
contrast with that of his companion,
might be called an intelligent counte-

nance: at least, his forehead was not
entirely thrown into the background by
his protruding lips. A knob, if not a
dome, of thonght rose amid a group of
facial protuberances.

After the choir had rendered an an-
them, with voices whose mnative rich-
ness more than compensated the lack of
artistic training, and which drew from
some tow-headed cherubs peering over
the gallery-front the selahs of ** Golly !"
and ‘‘Glory !" the reverend gentleman
announced: * Friens, I ain't gwine ter
waste my strength preachin’ ter yer dis
arternoon, Yer knows I done preached
a mighty sarmon dis mornin’, packed
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down an’ runnin’ ober wid de Gospel

more traf dan yer'll live up ter till
kingdom come. Besides, I'se gwine
ter preach ter night, de good Lor’ bein’
willin’, anoder sarmon, what I want yer
all to yar. I'se gwine for ter leab dis
flock, Bin wid ver dese two year, and
Confrince says ter me, * Brudder Bolles,
yer must move on, an’ gib udder folks
de benetit of de light ob yer can'lestick.
Dis ebenin' yer'll yar a great sarmon,
‘eanse I'se got great t'ings to rehearse ob
all de Lor's bin doin’ for yer dese two
year. So, not ter waste my strength,
I'se jus’ usked de Lor' ter let Brudder
Yerkes blow de Now,
Brudder Yerkes, yer jus' stan' up an’

Gospel  horn
tell de people jus' what's in yer heart.”
The alert attention of the people
evinced that ““ Brudder Yerkes” was a
favorite with this congregation, though
the poverty of his apparel suggested
that he was not a favorite with Lis own.
His coat, like Elisha's, had evidently
once belonged toanother, and a greater,
man. It would not have been difficult
for him to obey the injunction given to
Moses, *Take off thy shoes from off
thy feet,” for only by careful shufling
could he keephimself in them, A mop
of hair and beard left too little of his
face visible to warrant a description,

As he took his stand beside the desk
Le began a teetering motion, swayed,
perhaps, by his feelings, as a bulanced
rock might have been by an earthquake,
This was followed by a rapid guttural
breathing, not nelike that I have heard
among the Dervishes. He seemed to
be firing up sufficient physical excite-
ment to start the machinery of his mind.
The aulience also caught the magnet-
ism before he uttered a word; some
voices encouraging him with eries,
“(oon, Brudder!” *Bress de Lor'!"
He suddenly broke into rapid and rhap-
sodic speech, pumping up wind and
sermon together, with both arms work-
ing violently from the shoulders. The
words poured as through a mill-race.
Sentences withontsubs.antives followed
sentences without predicates, Met-
aphors were mixed like the limbs of
different trees whirled by a hurricane.
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The audience was soon swept along
with the enthusiasm of the speaker,
and showed every changing emotion on
their faces, as well as by their exclama-
tions,

At first the effect seemed to be due
entirely to animal magnetism; but close
attention discovered an
logic, a practical arrangement of ideas,
and a natural sequence of feeling
throughout the discourse, which no
lack of grammar could vitiate, In the
morning I had attended service in the
most respectable Presbyterian church
in the place, and had heard a distin-
guished divine from the North; but I
must confess that an analysis of the two
sermons showed that ““Brudder Yerkes™
had the advantage of Dr. ——, in all
that goes to make effective preaching,
The colored man's sermon was superior
in outline, in aptness of Scripture illus-
tration and in massing of motives, as
it was in unction of delivery.

The run of the sermon may be gath-
ered from the following seraps which
have lingered in my memory. ’

“ Behold, I stand at the door and kenock.”

“Oh, chillern, whar am de door?
Speks yer t'ink itam de door ob hebbin,
Oh, dem gates ob pearl into de golden
city! Oh, de door inter de Fader's
house! Obh, let de angels swing 'em
wide open on ter de hinges ob redeem-
in’ lub! Baut, chillern, dat's not de
door dat yer and I is a watchin’ yet.

““Speks yer t'ink it am de door ob de
Church. Wide door, shua nuff! big as
de door ob de Ark ob de Cubbinant;
an' inter it go all de walkin’ an’ de
creepin’ tings, great an’ small, rich an’
poor, flyin’ saint an’ a-crawlin’ sinner,
But dat’s not de door we's a watchin’
dis arternoon,

“No, chillern; de door is de door in
ter de heart.

“But who am a stan'in’at de door?
'Taint no tramp come ter de shanty,
like de debbil, a-stan'in’ roun’ to eat up
suthin’ what he may devour. 'Taintno
thief a-hangin’ 'bout waitin’ ter snatch
some soul wid de claws ob de great
temptation. 'Taint no 'cendiary ter set
yeron fire wid de 'ternal burnin’. But

unconscions
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it's jus’ de bestest frien’ yer ebber could
hab; wiser dan de white folks, kinder
dan de fader what toted yer when yer
was a baby, an’ more lubbin’dan de
mudder what nussed yer. It's de Lor’
Jesns a-stan’in’ at de door; His head
white as de light ob de noonshine, an’
a-glisterin’ wid de dew, an’ all ober as
Iubly as de rose ob Sharon. An' he
done brung de bread fur de soul, an’ de
wine fur de sperrit, an' de pearls ob
great price fur de eberlastin’ rejoicin’,

“An' what am He doin’ at de door?
Only jus’ a-knockin’ an’ a-sayin' * Oh,
poor sinner, let me in!
supper wid yer!" Did yer nebber hear
Him a-knockin ? He knocks wid de
conscience when de sin am a-troublin’,
He knocks wid de fear when de doctor
am a-feelin’ob de pulse, an’ He say, ‘I
am de great physicianer.” He knocks
wid de hungerin’an’ d- thirsterin' arter
righteousness, when le husks ob de
worl’ turn de stomach., He knocks soft
and gentle when dar’s a coffin in de
cabin, He knocks like de thunder
when yer wont hear Him in no tudder
ways.

“Better let Him in! Let Him in,
Susan! Let Him in, Daniel! He'sa-
callin’ yer by yer name, fur He aint no
stranger; knows everybody aheap sight
better than he knows hisself. Oh, chil-
lern, let in de Lor' Jesus; an' when de
front door ob de heart swings wide open,
de hull sky full ob glory will come a-
rushin’ in too, fur de Lor’ Jesus am
clothed wid derainbow, an’ walks in de
shoes ob sapphire,

““Now, why don’t yer let Him in? Oh!
it'’s "cause yer got de bar up—bar ob yer
selfishness, bar ob yer drinkin’, bar ob
yer dancin’, an’ de bar ob yer foolin’,
Ob, take de bar down, chillern! Did
yer yar descreechin’ dis mornin’, when
de fire done burnt up de cabin an’ de
little baby in it? O Lor', help Aunt
Rachel, an’ don't keep her refusin’ to
be comforted 'cause her baby aint no
more. Madder lef' de chile in de cabin
an’ locked de door. When de fire was
a-shootin’ from de winder, big men said,
‘Open dis door, an’ we'll save yer." But
de baby conldn’t open de door. Oh,

I'se come ter
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how de tears run down yer cheeks, all
fur that baby! But better ery some fur
yerself, now, ‘cause de flames ob de eb-
erlastin’ burnin’ hasa-cotehed on ter de
cabin ob yer own life; an’ de Lor’ Jesus
He's a-stan'in’ at de door.  But some of
ver can’t let Him in, any more dan dat
baby. Yer's frowed away yer strength;
yer's lost yer resolution; or yer'sall up-
sot wid de suddingness ob de hell a-
bustin® out in yer. Oh! chillern, open
de door dis yer bressed minit, before
it am eberlastin'ly too late,” ete.

The swaying motion was kept up for
a few moments after the preacher had
censed speaking, when he suddenly
dropped into the chair from utter ex-
haustion,

“An’ now,” said the pastor, “when
de choir hab stopped eryin’, dey will
sing a hymn, an’ we'll put all de pen-
nies we's got inter de box, and de white
folks will put in de silber, for de relief
ob Aunt Rachel.”

B i —
LIGHT ON IMPORTANT TEXTS.
No. XXX.

By Howarp Crossy, D.D., LL.D,
For this eanse onght the woman to have
power on her head because of the angels.

—1 Cor, x1:10.

Tae Revised Version reads thus: “For
this cause ought the woman to have a
sign of authority on her head, because of
the angels.”

T'his is one of the most obseure pass-
ages of Scripture, and oceurring, not in
prophecy or poetry, but in plain prose
instruction to a Church. The obseurity
gathers about the two words, * power”
and ‘“‘angels.”

How does o woman have power on her
head ? And why should she have power
anywhere, because made for the man?
The argument seems to be a non sequit-
wr. If the *power” should be ‘““a sign
of authority,” we still ask the ques-
tions.

Then, whoare the *“angels,” and why
are they specially mentioned ?

The apostle is telling the Corinthian
Christians, who had become very iax in
their conduet, inclining toward sensu-
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ality in their religions meetings, that
their women should behave modestly,
and not unesver their tl.u-
places of meeting,  The rest of the
passage here, from verse 3 to verse 16
inclusive, refers to this one thing=—the
covered head of the woman,

heads in

Now the
10th verse must not be an exception.
The whole current of the other verses
shows that this word translated
‘“power” mast refer to the head-cover-
ing, The Greek word is Zov6.r, and
undonbtedly means *authority,” But
may it not meun something else? Do
not words, in every langnage, lose their
etymological meaning in special appli-
cations? When we find that *rats”
and *“ waterfalls” are ladies’ head adorn-
ments, may not the Greek word, “an-
thority,” mean some head dress, and
have no relation here to the idea of au-
thority ? Now, I have lately fonnd a
passage that helps this hypothesis, It
is Lucian’s Encominm on Demosthenes
(Sect. 12). It reads, mapov 8 avrw
war' iovélav woucv. It is in the
description of Demosthenes as resisting
the temptations in Athens to become
effeminate and luxurions, The words
menn, “and it being easy for him to
wear long hair Exusia-wise,” Surely,
“authority " has no place here, The
word must refer to a head-dress. The
“dudes” of that day wore their hair
long, and gathered in a fillet like the
hair of the girls, The Erusia, or fillet,
was the proper, modest covering of the
woman's head, but a disgrace to a man.

The other obseure word in this pass-
age —*‘angels "—we will consider in our
next number,

EXTRACTS FROM THE MIDRASE RAB-
BOTH: ILLUSTRATING THE
SCRIPTURES.

TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL BY REV,
B. Pick, Pa.D.

GeN. it 1.—Why was the world cre-
ated, i.e., why does the history of crea-
tion commence, with the letter beth?*
To teach thee that there are two worlds
—this world and the world to come.

";he reference is to the first word in the He
brew Bible, bereshith, which begins with a beth.
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Another reason for the letter beth is,
because the word beracha (i. e., blessing)
commences with it.  Why not with the
letter aleph (8)? Because the word
arira (AN i e, curse) commences
with it. Another reason for the letter
beth is, because 1t has two strokes, one
above and one below (3), and if it be
asked, who has created thee, it points
with the one stroke towards heaven and
says, He that is above has created me;
and if it be asked: What is His name ?
it points with the other stroke towards
the earth, and says: Eternal is His
name, According to Rabbi Eleazar,
the son of Hanina, the letter aleph com-
plained throughout twenty-six genera-
tions before the throne of grace, and
said: Lord of the Universe! Iam the
first letter, and yet the world has not
been created with me, To which, God
replied: The world and all that is there-
in was only created in the merit of the
law, as it is said (Prov. iii: 19): “The
Lord by wisdom. hath founded the
earth "'; but to-morrow (i. e, in future),
I will give the Law on Sinai, and it will
begin with thee, as it is said: “I am
(*238) the Lord thy God.” (Exod. xx: 2).
~fol. 2, col. 2.

Verse 3. According to Rabbi Abuhur,
God already saw at the beginning of
creation the works of the righteous and
of the wicked. This it is what is said
(Ps. i: 6): *For the Lord knoweth the
way of the righteous,” ete. ‘‘And the
earth was without form, and void,” re-
fers to the works of the wicked; and
“‘Let there be light " to the works of the
righteous. ButI donot know whether
the Creator is pleased with the works of
these or those ; hence it is said: ** And
God saw the light, that it was good "—
i. e.,, which means that He is pleased
with the works of the righteous, but not
with those of the wicked. According
to Rabbi Hiya the Great, God beheld
already, at the beginning of creation,
His sanctuary built, destroyed, and re-
built. “In the beginning God cre-
ated”; this refers to the buill, as it is
said (Isa. li: 16): * That I may plant the
heavens and lay the foundations of the
earth,” *‘‘And the earth was without

Extracts from the Midrash Rabboth,
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form, and void " refers to the destroyed,
as it is said (Jer, iv: 23): “I beheld the
earth, and lo! it was withont form, and
void.” “And God said, Let there be
light " refers to the rebuilt, as it is said
(Isa. Ix: 2): ¢ For behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, "ete.—fol. 3, col, 4.1

Rabbi Simon said: The word ““light”
is found five times, corresponding to
the five books of the Law. *“And God
said, Let there be light,” refers to the
Book of Genesis, because in it God is
engaged with the creation, *“ And there
was light” refers to Krodus, becanse in it
is narrated how the Israelites eame from
darkness to light. ““And God saw the
light, that it was good " refers to Levit-
icus, because it is full of halachoth (i, e.,
regulations). *‘And God divided the
light from the darkness” refers to Num-
bers, because it divides between those
who came from Egypt and those who
went into the land (of Canaan). “And
God called the light day ” refers to Deu-
teronomy, which is also full of halachoth.

fol. 4, col. 1.

[The law of God was the centre of Isracl's
spiritual life, After the destruction of the tem-
ple at Jerusalem its study became a matter of
scientific treatment, It had to be adapted to
the altered cirenmstances of life, and supple-
mented to meet the changes in individual rela-
tions. This study of God's law and its results —
i.e., its interpretation, explanation and applica-
tion—was termed Midrash, It was further sub-
divided into the Halachic, or exegetical, embrac-
ing the doctrinal and practical, and the Hagadic,
including all other results, such as historical,
legendary, speculative, ete. The writing down
of the Midrash began in the second century, and
was concluded in the eleventh century of our
era. The Midrash Rabboth was a continued com-
mentary upon the Pentateuch and the Five Me-
gilloth (i e., Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Ruth,
Esther and Lamentations).  See Schaff Herzog
Encyclop®dia, Vol IL,, p. 1,504 (American edi-
tion).—Ep,)

*“Iloveaserious preacher, who speaks
for my sake and not for his own, who
seeks my salvation and not his own
vain-glory. He best deserves to be
heard who uses speech only to clothe
his thoughts, and his thoughts to pro-
mote truth and virtue.”—MAssILLON,

t The notations are according to the edition
published at Warsaw, 1878,
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““If, then, you doe not like him, surely you are in some manifest danger not lo understand him," —

Preface to Shakespeare's Works, 1623,
“ Would-be Authors,”

Mg, Eprror: Wili you allow me to
dissent from your first rule for ¢ Wonld-
be Authors"” (Sept. No.): “ Do not write
a book so long as you can keep from
writing it. When you feel that you
‘must or die," as the apostle felt ubout
preaching, then, peshaps it 1s safe to
conclude that you are called to author-
ship.” Would the history of the best
literature bear out this rule? The com-
pulsion of outer circumstances and the
stirrings of ambition have given us
very much of our best literature,
Shakespeare wrote, not so much from
the stirrings of genius seeking expres-
sion, as from the needs of his larder
and, by and by, the desire to swell his
coffers. The need of paying his moth-
er's funeral expenses was the wand that
stirred genius into creating Rasselas,
And would we have Goldsmith's sweet
speech but that he was compelled
to writing from without, rather than
stirred to it from within? Stoddard
confesses to write, not from inspiration,
but by deliberately setting himself to
the task, Is it not true that human na-
ture needs more of enconragement than
discouragement? If there be no spur
to the sides of our intent, effort lags,
If even genius be not brought to believe
in its possibilities, do its wings ever
spread ? oftener humble
than not. It underestimates itself and
needs some large encouragement to
bring it to itself. Burdett owes his
achievements to the urgings and en-
couragement of his wife,

What is true in a less sphere is true
in a greater. With some, [ know, who
have not been altogether unsuccessful
in thinking and expressing thought,
there has been no inward compulsion,
but simply the desire or force of some
demand or duty that set the hand to
searching for a subject and then body-
ing it forth. Left to inspiration, there
would have been neither thonght nor
its speech-embodiment. I believe this
true mainly of all thought and thought

Genius is

creations. So that your advice, rig-
idly followed, would tend to silence
and obscure the ‘“mute inglorions
Miltons,” It is these that need most
encouragement, They are humble,
Those for whom your advice is framed
are unreached by it, for little ability,
like little streams, are noisy in their
confidence. Is it, then, not better to
hold out encouragement to anthorship,
rather than disconragement, letting all
the difficulties and chances of failure
be fully understood, and the impossibil-
ity of making it pay, support the pain-
ful humiliation of failure, even when
publishers will publish? Is it not best
to say to all contemplating anthorship,
Write? In the effort there is a dis-
cipline and experience not wasted even
in failure. To the furnace this wonld
indeed bring tons; but the pure iron
of a few immortals smelted from it will
return abundant profit, S.

Pulpit Scripture Reading.

I have read the admirable paper by
John Montieth on this subject in Tue
HomiLeric for October. It
discusses one of the most important
points of pulpit power—the reading of
the Seriptures. We wish the writer had
told us more definitely how to obtain
the excellence in this art which he so
well describes.

Permit me to call attention to a helper
in this art, one who has been very sue-
cessful. I refer to Prof. Charles W, Em-
erson,of Boston, He is at the head
of a school of oratory there, and gives
special attention to Bible reading,
using the Bible itself as a text-book.
His method is first to analyze each
sentence as to its meaning, This
he claims to be of prime importance
in all correct reading. After this he
attends to quality of voice, expres-
sion, emphasis, inflection, and so on.
His own reading is easy, natural, im-
pressive; holds and moves the hear-
ers. Once, having read the 14th chap.

MoNTHLY

of John, he uttered the word, ‘**Arise,”
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in the last clause, with snch effect that
the whole audience arose to its feet.

His method, too, gives the truth its
rightful hold and power on the reader
himself. As an example: a lady once
came to him for lessons in the art of
reading. He proposed the Gospel by
John as the text-book, The lady re-
plied that she was an infidel. The
professor said that made no difference,
as he should only teach her how to
read; and so she consented. And, as a
result, her infidelity was soon all gone,
and she bought two Bibles, one for
daily use and the other for the parlor
table. E. 8. McMICHAEL,

Springfield, 1l

Sympathy More Needful than Money.
By whom shall Jucob arise ? for he is small.

~—Amos vii: 2.

This was the prophet's ery at a time
of Israel's low estate before the advent
of Christ. When He began His minis-
try, He said to the disciples: ¢ The har-
vest is great and the laborers are few;
pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he
will send forth laborers into his har-
vest.,” The wail of Amos and the bur-
den of Jesus' injuction are as pertinent
to-day as in any past age of Zion. All
over our land, and even in our chief
cities, there are feeble, struggling
churches, crying in tones of deep anx-
iety, *By whom shall Jacob arise? for
he is small.” The ecry of our Home
Mission Societies and Boards is for
more men and money. But there are
maultitudes of good ministers in all the
denominations now without fields of
labor; and this idleness deters others
from entering the ministry. What we
want most of all in the pulpit, are self-
denying ministers, with the spirit of
Christ and the zeal of Paul—willing to
go anywhere, into any field, and live on
small salaries ; do and suffer all things
for the sake of the Gospel. What our
now feeble churches need most of all,
is genuine Christian sympathy on the part
of the old and strong churches. This
is now sadly wanting, Feeble bands,
struggling enterprises, are left to lan-
guish and often to die, and no words

Preachers Exchanging Viaws.
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of cheer are spoken to them; the sym-

pathyand God-speed of the brotherhood

of churches are not extended. We know

whereof we affirm, Ex-PasToR,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

““Did the Son of God Suffer?”

As tothe God in Christ suffering, that
seems to me a good point made in the
October number: that no suffering God
on the cross, no atonement by the cross,
Is the evidence of a suffering God not
found in the nature of God? God is
love. Can we know anything about
God’s love, save as we read it through
the broken fragments of ours? And is
it possible for love to love the unfor-
tunate and suftering without itself tak-
ing on that suffering by sympathy?
Does not God in this sense suffer, and
will He not suffer until redemption has
completed its work ? Shall we frame our
God’s character to us by the hard, un-
sympathetic lines of logie, built often
upon supposed premises, or shall we
take the most natural meaning of the
large and near language of Scripture,
and have God body for us His own
character to our simplest and most
direct understanding of His word? I
believe in a suffering God ; not in in-
carnation only, but through love's sym-
pathy always. And such suffering is
consonant with the highest joy: just as
Jesus, while the Man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief, gave to the dis-
ciples His joy in benediction to com-
plete their own joy with fullness while
they were to face the greatest of suffer-
ings (John xv: 11) thereby proving
that joy brooded His heart even in the
night of suffering and grief, and may
also brood ours.

A Missionary Leper.

I HavE learned a very practical lesson
from what Rev. Mr. Mackenzie, of
the English Presbyterian Mission,
tells of a leper in the missionary hos-
pital at Swatow, China, who was con-
verted to Christianity and baptized.
He soon after returned to his home,
still a leper, but with a heart glowing
with love to Christ, and a strong desire
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to preach the Gospel,
been

His village had
distinguished for the piraiical
character of its inhabitants, and no
missionary had ever visited it. Re-
cently the leper has been heard from;
and his labors have been blessed in the
conversion of twenty or thirty men and
women to Christ, The poor leper, now
almost dead, still continues to ““tell the
story.” T'wonative assistants have been
sent to his aid.

How important it is that we, in our
home missionary work, get hold of
drunkards, thieves and outecasts, and
secure their consecration to God, and
then send them forth as missionaries
to their kind ! They know how to find
the hearts of these people, and are not
compelled to draw their bow at a ven-
ture, as are most clergymen in speak-
ing to these * fallen ones.” J. T, L.

A Home-Made Commentary.

No one man can write such a book,
[ have no complete commentary in my
library. Itry to get a book here and
there by specialists,

I have * T'reasury of David" by Spur-
geon; ** The Practical Philosopher” by
Dr. Thomas ; ** Whedon on New Testa-
ment ;" and, among the best, I find
I'ue Homineric MontaLY. 1 here get
Dr. Hall, Dr. Parker, Beecher, Crafts,
Pentecost, Schaff, and a host of other
living thinkers. I take my Bagster's
Bible, with large marginal notes, and as
soon as I get a MoNTaLY I go through it,
and at the margin of each passage I put
the place in Hom. MoNTHLY, where it is
explained, thus at Luke xi: 2. I put on
the margin *“H. M. Nov. '84, p. 802"
which means * Homineric MonTHLY,
Nov., 1884, page 802." If I ever think
of getting up a sermon on this text and
turn to my Bible, I find what Dr, Storrs
said on it in that number; and thus I
bring the whole of the H. M. to bear on
my Bible study. T. W. JacksoN.

West Flambora, Ontario,

A Question to Dr. Hammond,
In the November number of Tae
Hommeric MontaLy, Dr. W. A, Ham-
mond says: “I am not opposed to
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Christianity; I am in favor of sustain-
ing the Chureh” He makes other ad-
missions which are in consonance with
these. In our congregations there are
many men who accord with Dr. Ham-
mond in views and feelings in relation
to Christianity and the Church, who are
not confessedly religions and members
of the church. T have often wished to
see their real reasons candidly expressed
why they do not openly confess Chris-
tianity and identify themselves with
the Church and Christian work, Will
Dr. Hammond, or some representative
man of his class, answer as above indi-
cated? Also, how does he, or men of
his way of thinking, regard inquiries
on the subject of personal piety made to
them by ministers? W.B. M.

Going Qut of Church.

“P. C. A." (Hom. MoxtHLY, Aug., p.
665) is annoyed by people leaving the
chureh ** during the sermon,”
a remedy to suggest.

I bave
I was annoyed
exceedingly by the same bad habit, 1
set myselt to break it up, and this was
my method: The instant a person rose
to leave (nnless I believed he had a good
reason), [ would stop preaching, break-
ing off sometimes in the middle of a
sentence, and wait until the offender
was outside of the door, thus giving
him the whole attention of the audi-
ence, and at the same time serving
silent notice on the rest that such con-
duct was connted a disturbance and an
offence. I was also annoyed by whis-
perers, and used the same method with
them, looking straight at the offenders
during the pause, hut saying nothing.
The plan worked well. W.E T

“What shall I Do?"

I am pastor of a church in a large
city. The people of my congregation
are of the average character of a city
church, neither better nor worse. But
most of them have fallen into the bad
habit of being late at the church ser-
vices. I have appealed to them again

and again, in kindness and with what
authority I possess. I have endeavored
to secure the co-operation of my official
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board, but all in vain; they persist in
What shall 1 do? Will
some of your readers, who have success-
fully met this difficulty, give me the
benefit of their experience?

coming late,

Z.Y.X
How Often to Preach Missionary Sermons.
Rev. Joun W. Errer, B.D., in a new
work on Homiletics, entitled **The
Preacher and his Sermon,” says :

Criticism, [Dec,,

“A sermon must be

preached as often as a congregation be-

missionary

comes lax in its zeal and contribntions

for missions, The palpit must develop
a missionary spirit 1n the Church, and
through it ‘ Christians be kept in an
habitual and alarming sense of the facts
of the wretched, terrible state of the
heathen, and of our ample ability and
bounden and responsible duty to send

them the Gospel.” w.

SERMONIC CRITICISM.

“ When the thread of the Gospel is too fine spun it will not clothe a naked soul.” —CHALMERS.
¢ Stillest streams oft waler greenest meadows; and the bird that flutters least, is longest on the wing.”

Miracles and Christianity.

Taere is, beyond question, a good
deal of blundering in the pulpit on
the subject of miracles. And itarises
largely from a misconception of the
real nature of miracles. It seems fit-
ting, therefore, under Sermonic Criti-
cism, that we throw out a few hints
that may possibly contribute to a bet-
ter understanding of the matter, and
consequently a truer and more effective
presentation of it on the part of min-
isters, Notwithstanding so much has
been said and written on the subject,
we have not yet attained to a clear con-
ception and a satisfactory definition of
what conslitutes a miracle. Hume's fa-
mous argument against the possibility
of miracles was based on a false, unsei-
entific definition of what a miracle is;
and, on the contrary, the views ex-
pressed by the advocates of miracles
are often open to criticism. They are
wanting in a clear conception of the
law of miracles —the relation of the
natural to the supernatural—the basis
in nature and in providence of God's
miraculous interpositions. Hence,
much that has been written and
preached in favor of miracles is really
prejudicial to the fact and the true
theory of miracles as they are present-
ed in Scripture. If we can get down
to the true Seripture basis, we shall re-
lieve the subject of much unnecessary
difficnlty and prejudice. Dr. Dollin-
ger gives an excellent hint in a recent

address. While his words had im-

mediate reference to Evolution, they
apply equally to miracles:

“Christianity was the advent of a new moral
power, and Christ was a miracle. History is at
a loss to explain His power, His character, His
career, and His death. We know that many
truth-loving men say that any miraculous in-
terference with the course of nature is incon-
ceivable, nay, impossible. This merely means
that a miracle does not happen 8o far as we
know. What we see are sequences of natural
laws. An inferruption of those laws cannot be
thought of. Note, however, how much of nature
and of neutral law there is which we do not know,
This is negation; but we have seen enough of
the power of negation to teach us modesty,
Granted once that it was a personal God who
produced nature; is it supposed that He did so
ordain things to be beyond His power? Did
He, by the act of creation, give up His power
and become a mere slave amid the phenomena
He produced? The momentous question meets
us at the outset, Is there a God? It cannot be
that nature, which requires mind to interpret
and perceive its beauties. did not require mind
to produce it, If mind alone can perceive the
beauty and order of earth and the heavens,
could it be less than mind which ordained and
established them ?"

‘“THE NATURAL IN THE SUPERNATURAL.”

Dr. Parkhurst gives us some very
suggestive thoughts on this point in
Tre HomiLeric MoNTaLY (July). They
are worthy of profound consideration:

“The Cana miracle demonstrates, not God's
indifference to law, but His profound regard for
law. 8o when the hungry multitudes were out
by the side of Gennesaret, and the disciples Lad
intimated that they had only a little bread with
them, Jesus said, * How many loaves have ye ?"
‘And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes.
“And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and
GAVE THANKS.,' He developed bread and fish
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from bread and fish. He leaned on nature

mn
doing what was above nature

Bread came only
from bread, as in our story from Kings, oil
came only from oil

Was a rem
iniscence of nature, and so honored nature, e

worked in the air, but stood on the ground, He
tethered His wiracle to a natural datum, and

let even His miraculous energy flow in a chan-
nel that was caleulated from His every-day
habit. So, when the Lord would relieve His
disciples, who had been all the night casting
the net without taking anything, and drew near
to shore in the early chilly mworning, tived, hun-
gry, and discouraged, He gave them a simple
direction as to how they could best secure a
good catch for themselves, They followed His
counsel, and drew in a hundred and fifty-three
at one haul. There was a wiracle there, un-
doubtedly. The story intends to teach that;
but the Lord took care to keep as close to na-
ture as possible in performing it. His super-
natural act was rooted down into natural meth-
ods. He stood by the net: He honored the
fishing-tackle
**This incident reminds us of another that is
like it, when Christ wanted a few cents to pay
His own tax and that of Peter. Instead of cre-
ating the suitable coin by an absolute act, Christ
told Peter where the coin could be found—in
the mouth of the first fish that he would pull
in after dropping his hook in Gennesaret, Has
it occurred to you why the Lord told Peter to
go and fish for the wmoney, instead of bidding
him look for it on land, or dig for 1t? Was it
not just for this reason, that that methed of ob-
taining it lay in Peter's line? I suppose there
was the same difference in the way in which
people threw the hook then that there is now.
Peter was a fisherman by birth and by profes-
gion, All the way along, then, the Lord kept
close to the fitnesses ot things. There is with
Him no playing fast and lcose with fact and
with pature. Even in the instant of a miracle
He manages to enlogize methods that are ordi-
nary. He showed His approval of the fisher
man’s art, and guietly applanded skill in that
art. While with one hand He performed a mir-
acle, with the other He steadied Himself by
keeping hold of the chain of ordinary sequence.
80 once, when He gave sight to the blind. He
first in & way anointed the blind man’s eyes,
He wished it to be understood that there was a
miracle, and yet He wanted to keep in, if 1 may
use the expression—He wanted to keep in, as
far as the case would permit, with the ordinary
modes of treatment. With Him the methods of
the miraculous were determined by the meth-
ods of the non-miraculous."”

A Forgotten Art in Preaching.

The present declamatory style of
preaching is anything but an improve-
ment on the original style, That was
unpremediated and conversational. fre.
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quently seizing on matters then and
there occurring, and drawing powerful
illustrations from them. The wost un-

studied simplie'ty, and even bomeliness,
characterized them I'bey were fumiliar
chats, as the French expressive'y call
them, causeries

At first sight such a style would ap-
pear casily attainable. But it is not, any
more than a versatile and brilliant con-
versation, It requires a certuin art ot
adaptation, a readiness of illustration,
a variety of ideas, and certain expres-
sive gastures, It is unquestionably the
most powerful style of oratory. The
speaker brings the power of hLis look to
aid the power of his words. He is
untrammelled by “the dignity of the
pulpit,” which Sydney Smith described
as a “holy paral " Confident in the
merit of his subject, and only aiming
at expressing it in the very best way
he is able, he is not restrained by
the petty regulations of an arbitrary
etiquette, but speaks to five-hundred
persons with the same natural freedom
as he would to one. This style neces-
sitates

variely of ideas, whereas the
didactic seems principally to need great

copiousness of words,

One idea in an
ordinary sermon will be worn thread-
bare by the number of ways it is treated,
and fail to produce decided effect from
its flatness and wearisomeness. These
written essays are but far-off echoes of
grander men, whose thouglts are not
improved by the channel of transmis-
sion.

But these stately pulpit efforts only
succeed with a class, and that not the
class which clergymen specially wish to
reach. The stately orthodox style isa
comparative failure with the poor and
laboring classes. It has helped to foster
the impression that religion is wholly
removed from rough, every-day working
life. Could we, speaking in all rever-
ance, imagine the Sermon on the Mount
delivered like those we ordinarily hear?
or Paul on Mars Hill, or Peter on the
day of Pentecost, preaching in the style
of our modern clergy? The Salvation
Army owes much of its success to their
plain, almost coarse, style of preaching,
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But there is abundant precedent for it.
As Paul himself says, *“We use great
plainness of speech,” prompted by the
importance of the subject. Many of the
most successful preachers in the past,
have used this style, which would, if
cultivated, transform many a dry unin-
teresting sermon into a bright, profit-
able talk. X.
New York, Oct. 1, 1884,
TrINGS A PREACHER SHOULD REMEMBER.
* * * That true modesty is botha winning
grace and ap element of power; while the oppo-
site trait is always offensive, and detracts largely

from a minister's reputation and usef

* * % That a frank, generous, unsuspicious
spirit and manner are far more likely to win
confidence, beget friends. and turn aside the
shafta of criticism, than a reserved, diplomatic
policy. Confidence begets confidence. An open
face wins its way to the heart.

* % * That it is better to be sought outand
sought after, than to be thrusting himself for-
ward and seeking preferment and * louder
calls.” Asa rule, true merit and ability will in
due time find their level, and in the end will
achieve their appropriate reward

Hnts at the Meaning of Texts,

[ DEc.,

* * % That humility in speech and deport
ment is highly pleasing to God, and is the right
road to exaltation; while pride, arrogance and
self-assertion will prove a cauker-worm at the
root of the most brilliant character, and will in
the end blight hope and expectation.

* * % That the sphere of his duty is not
bounded by the limits of his own parish, but
his sympathies and prayers and alms and efforts,
to the extent of bis opportunities, are under
bonds in behalf of those *“ in the regions be
yond,” in behalf of the Church of the living
God and the whole world of perishing sinners.

* * * That what is known as ** the missionary
spirit " is simply allegiance to Christ, fellowship
with the cross—the highest form of Christian
love; and hence, the more of this spirit a pastor
possesses and exemplifies in his life and minis-
try, the more will he be blessed in his own field
of labor, and become a shining light in the
world.

® * * That unselfishness is not only a requi-
site in the ministerial office, but that a conteary
principle will stultify the most eminent gifts,
and make one’s ministry barren of great results,
Let it come to be known that a minister is seek-
ing selfish ends; is vorldly and grasping in
spirit; is penurious and hard in business mat-
ters, and the sooner he quits the sacred office
the better for its honor,

HINTS AT THE MEANING OF TEXTS,

The quiet texts often run the deepest.

Revival Service.
“IN Dur SEkason.”

Ard let us not be werry in well-doing ; for
in due season we shall reap if we faint
not.—Gal. vi: 9.

TaERE i8 a time for every work under
the sun. Nothingis left to chance or
uncertainty in God's kingdom, God has
“appointed times,"” fit seasons, to favor
Zion: He makes conditions, which,
il met, the blessing is sure to come,
It is so with individual sinners., It is
80 with churches, communities, nations,
“In due season.”

L. A vast amount of effort is thrown away
because put forth out of season. The nat-
ural and the spiritual are not in har-

mony. The law of fitness is not ob-
served. The signs of the times are not
heeded. The tide must be taken at the

“flood,” or it will **not lead on to vic-
tory.” The battle must be pushed when
the enemy is seen to waver. Prayer
must be uncensing,and effort redoubled,
when the presence of the Spirit is felt.

When youth is sinned away, and re-
vival seasons are lost, and old age draws
uigh, prayer, effort, striving, are of lit-
tle avail,

IL. Successful Chrisian eflort depends
on faithful co-operaliva with the Spirit and
providence of God. Patient and perse-
vering in laying the foundations, and
watchful of the movements of Provi-
dence, the moment a *‘shaking of the
tops of the mulberry trees” is seen,
prostrate the soul in the dust and call
on God ; rise up and build; thrust in
the sickle and reap. The time of har-
vest is at hand. All things are ready.
Work while the day lasts !

IIL. “In due season, if we faint not."
Ponder ‘well this condition. It ex-
presses a great and essential truth, In
this direction lies one of the greatest
weaknesses of hnman nature. We get
“weary in well doing.” We “faint”
on the threshold of the harvest. We
do not *“wrestle,” as Jacob did, till the
dawn of day.
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We can learn from this subject how
anxious we are for a revival of relig-
ion. It presents a true test,

TrE SiNNER's Kiss,
Thou gavest me no kiss.—Luke vii: 45,

So spake our Lord to Simon, one of
the Pharisees, who had invited Him to
his table, His host treated Him with
due respect, and was evidently anxiou;
to honor Him. But there were imper-
tant omissions, according to Oriental
ceremony; and Jesus takes occasion,
gently yet keenly, to reprove Simon,
and turn the occasion to one of deep
spiritual instruction, Simon’s recep-
tion was formal, decorous; but there
were no marks of affection, no indica-
tions that the heart received Christ and
obeyed Him. *Thoun gavest me no kiss;
but this woman, since the time I came
in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet,”

I. Simon represents a large class of
sinners, whose lives are free from open,
heinous sin, and yet they have no love
to Christ; they honor Him outwardly,
in ceremonies, ordinances, but refuse
Him their affections. *Thou gavest me
no kiss.”

II. Loving Christ is the evidence and
fruit of genuine repentance, The con-
duct of the woman in kissing His feet
and wiping them with the hair of her
head, issproken of by Him as proof of
her deep penitence and ardent love,
Much had been forgiven her, and here
was the evidence that she loved much,

III. Love to Christ is the spring of
obedience. Notice her tender assidu-
ity, her self-sacrificing spirit, the ex-
treme liberality of her testimonial.

A SOLEMN QUESTION: Are you denying
the Lord Jesus Christ the * kiss" of

love, the **alabaster box” of personal
sacrifice ?

Funeral Service,

*“GrEAT was THE Faivnor In.”
And it fell: and great was the fall of it.—
Matt, vii: 24 29,

L Living here is building for eternity,
Wemay not mean it; we may not think
of it; but so it is, and we can't help
ourselves. In youth we lay the foun-
dations; and every day and every year,
till we die, we are at work on the super-
structure,  We may build wisely, or
build foolishly; but we build, every soul
of us. And we build for evemrsiry!
Our work will endure, at least in its
consequences, when time is no more,
and sun and moon and stars Lave gone
down in darkness!

IL Our worke will be put to the test,
and a test so severe and positive as to
make manifest the fact whether we have
been a wise or a foolish builder, There
is no escaping this inquisition. The
law is inexorable. Death will come to
every man. The rain will descend, the
floods come, and the winds blow and
beat upon every house; and it will fall
and be swept away unless founded upon
a rock,

III. The overthrow of our elernal hopes
will be an infinite and irreparable calamity.
We can never rise and build again. We
have thrown away our only chunce. The
ruin of an immortal soul is the most
terrible ruin, and will be the saddest
sight, in all God's universe. ‘'The
wreck of matter and the crush of
worlds” are nothing in comparison,
Well might the divine Jesus exclaim,
in view of such an awful catastrople,
“Great was the fall of it.”

LIVING ISSUES FOR PULPIT TREATMENT.

“The contagion of crime is like that of the plague.’—NavoLeox 1.
““Where there is initiation in crime from ecrliest years, it becomes a part of nature,” —OvID.
“Laws act after crimes have been committed; prevention goes before them both.” —ZIMMERMAN.

Is ‘the Law to be Enforced ?

If thou do that which is evil, be afraid;
for he [the ruler or magistrate] beareth
not the sword in vain; for he is the min-
ister of God, a revenger to execute wrath
upon him that doeth evil.—Rom. xiii: 4.
It is a well-known fact thut there ex-

ists in the city of New York, and im
other cities of our land, mary organized
bands of vagrant ruffians, who live in
idleness, and who depend on theft,
street robbery, burglary, and other
crimes, foralivelihood, These *‘ygangs,”
a8 they are commonly called, have be-
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come powerful and dangerous, It is
not safe for a lady to walk the streets
after dark; and men are not unfrequent-
ly robbed in broad daylight. These
“gangs” are made up, for the most
part, of young rascals to whom a ¢rim-
inal is a hero, and who spend their ill-
gotten gains in debauchery of the vilest
type.

The existence and growth of these
outlaws and desperadoes have begun
to attract the serious attention of our
police magistrates and thoughtful citi-
zens, If they cause alarm now, under
the reign of law, who can estimate the
destructive power of such an organized
element of depravity if any temporary
suspension of law and order should oc-
cur in the future, as it has at times in
the past? The boldness and compar-
ative impunity of these outlaws are
chiefly due to the potent influence of
corrupt city politicans on the adminis-
tration of justice. They often escape
punishment after arrest.

One remarkable case which has been
for some time in court in New York city,
reveals a state of things which may well
excite the disgust and alarm of all good
citizens. One magistrate, at least, has
discovered a mode of dealing with such
cases under the ‘‘Vagrant” law by which
they can be sent to the penitentiary,
from which *“influence” could not re-
lease them. The opinion of this ma-
gistrate, as to the causes of such bold
and extensive outlawry, deserves the
serions consideration of the public and
of all our magistrates. As reported in
the New York Herald, it is as follows:

“1 suppose the old-time social clubs and co-
teries in the slums have something to do with
it, but I think cheap literature is mainly re-
sponsible. This trash is in the hands of boys
and girls all over the country. It sends the
boys ont West to kill Indians, and starts the
girls after the circus companies. It organizes
mere children into gangs, with grips and pass-
words and war-cries, and all such tomfoolery.
They grow up, with these notions in their heads,
indolent and unwilling to work. They lounge
around. When they can they steal. For com-
pany and protection they stick together, and
there s your gang for you.”

Such testimony, from such a source,
has much greater force than if it came

Living Issues for Pulpit Treatment,

| DEc.,

from the pulpit. We know, from a mul-
titude of well-established facts, such as
Anthony Comstock records in his
“Traps for the Young,"” that the wide
circulation of corrupt and corrupting
literature, in the shape of ““dime nov-
els,” story newspapers, obscene illus-
trated magazines, Police Gazelles, and
other kinds of cheap, sensational read-
ing, that this is the great edunecating
force to-day in the *“ School of Crime,”
and if it be not suppressed or checked,
there will be in another decade the most
astounding development of immorality
and crime that human history has rec-
orded. It is inevitable, The agency
at work among the untold millions of
children and youth is one of the mas-
er devices of the devil, and, in its
breadth of influence and depth of de-
pravity and power, it is a force unpar-
alleled in the experience of mankind.
The power of the modern press for evil is
fast assuming proportions and charac-
teristics that may well startle every re-
flecting mind. And yet we have a
stringent law enacted by the last Legis-
lature of the State of New York, which

Provides that ““any person who sells, gives
away, or exhibits in any place within the view
of any minor child ‘any book, pamphlet, mag-
azine, newspaper, or other printed paper de-
voted to the publication of, or principally made
up of, eriminal news, police reports, or accounts
of criminal deeds, or pictures or stories of deeds
of bloodshed, lust, or crime,’ is guilty of & mis-
demeanor.”

A wholesome law, and, if it were
properly enforced, it would go far to-
wards abating this intolerable nuisance
and drying up this river of pollution
and crime. But the law is not enforced!
It is openly, boldly, defiantly, violated
every day, in the chief city of the ** Em-
pire State,” and we doubt not, all over
the State The publishers of this flashy,
unclean, sensational, demoralizing liter-
ature are still in full blast. We know
not of a single arrest and conviction
under this law, from which we had a
right to rxpect so much, Where is Mr.
Comstock? What are our police force,
and police magistracy, and Courts of
General Sessions, doing in the matter?
When and where has public opinion
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given expression to its sentiments?
There were commendable zeal and ef-
fort shown to get the law enacted.
Sball it remain a dead letter? Shall
not its power be evoked to protect the
yet undefiled children and youth of
our land, and to lny the hand of justice
upon those who have already crowded
the ““School of Crime" with young
thieves, highwaymen, cut-throats, and
candidates for the State Prison ?

Crime on the Increase.

Make a chain : for the land is full of bloody
crimes, and the city is full of viclence.—
Ezek. vii: 23.

Notwithstanding the common belief
that the moral character of the race is
improving, it is unquestionable that
crime during the lust few years has as-
sumed alarming proportions; and this
i8 especially true of the grosser forms
of crime. Recent statistics show that
in England, out of every 10,000 deaths,
geven are the result of violence;in Ire-
land and France the proportion was
over eight to 10,000; while in the United
States the ratio at present is fien'y-one
—a proportion more terrible than that
of any civilized country in the world,
save Italy and Spain. In the State of
New Jersey during the last two years
the number of criminals increased 300
per cent. The last annual report of
the Prison Association of New York
State says: ‘“There has been an increase
in the criminal population of the State
of thirty-three per cent. over the high-
est estimate of 1870, while the popnla-
tion of the State has increased only
twenty per cent.”

From the same source we present a
census of the eriminal population of
the State of New York.

*There are in

Three State prisons 2 900
8ix penitentiaries, . 3,500
Houses of refuge . 1,350
Protectories..... . 3,000
State reformatory . easses 500
Oounty IMilBccesscce coae soses sionne oo 1,800
Work-houses ..., .ovvvvires vasainns o0 . 2,500
State asylum for insane conviets ......... 140

Total..... sssane ssevess vensss 15,000
“1t is estimated that the proportion of the
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criminal population at present in custody of the
State is one-fifth of the entire class, which gives

us the appalling showing, in a population of
5,000,000, of

00 persons, directly or indirectly
rested in the suecess of eriminal practices,
prey

in

S upon property, endang ering human life,
and contaminating society."

Some 1200 prisoners are every year
discharged and turned loose upon the
community, Very few of them have
been reformed. They return to society
ostracised, shunned, and with no means
of carning an honest living; and hence,
to a fearful extent, quickly return to
their evil ways.

Among the causes of this marked in-
crease of crime may be named as chief:
The decay of moral sentiment in the
community, and the consequent lower-
ing of the standard of morality; the
corruption and laxity which existin the
administration of justice; the gross
failure to enforce existing laws, espe-
cially the excise laws, which are virtu-
ally a dead letter; the alarming increase
in the use of strong drink (increasing
at a ratio threefold greater than that of
the population)—the most potent factor
known as an incentive to erime; the
abuse of thepardoning power; the ostra-
cising of discharged criminals; and the
unclean and vile press, which is flood-
ing the public with vile, sensational,
blood-and-thunder literature —inflam-
ing passion, corrupting the young, and
bringing on a carnival of vice and erime
in every conceivable form. Epidemics
of crime are sure to follow vivid de-
seriptions of prurient vice, mawkish
sentimentality, brutal conflicts, and
lawless violence and bloodshed. The
Grand Jury of New York city, in the
Court of General Sessions, has just
made . noteworthy presentment. They
specially note and emphasize the fact
that the license laws in the county of
New York are a practical nullity, are
not enforced, are openly violated, and
offenders are rarely punished. And in
this connection, read the following:

* Just here the Grand Jury desires to empha-
size the fact that nearly all the homicides con-
sidered by them during this season were com-
mitted in drinking saloons, and nearly all the
crimes of violence originated in such places, or
were committed when the actors were under the
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influence of strong drink. In asking fora more
stringent enforcement of the excise laws, whose
provisions are simple, reasonable and humane,

Prayer-Meeting

Tmis department will be continued during

1886, and due pains will be taken to make the

weekly Prayer-Meeting Service suggestive to all,

and especially helpful to pastors and others who

are called upon to lead this important part of
church service.—Ep,

JANUARY.

Jan. 7. Numbering our Days.—Ps, xe: 12,
** 14, Surprises at the Judgment Day.—Matt,
xxv: 31-46,
** 21, The Philosoplry of Prayer.— Heb. xi: 6.
“* 28, The Mother's Anxious Cry; ** Lord, help
Me."—Matt. xv: 21-28,
FEBRUARY.
Feb. 4. Refuge in God. —Zech. ix: 12
“ 11, The Fatal Choice. - Gen. iii: 1-6.
“ 18. Dying Regrets,—Prov. v: 11 12,

“ 25. Ruling the Spirit the Test of Greatness.
Pro. xvi: 32.
MARCH.

March 4. Keeping the Heart.—Prov, iv: 23,
“ 11, The Warning Voice.—Mark xiii
“ 18, Watching for Souls.—Heb. xiii:
* 25, Joy in Heaven over Repenticg Sinners,

—Luke xv: 10,
APRIL.
April 1, Practical Test of Supreme Love to
Christ.— 1 John iii: 14,
* 8, The Walk to Emmaus.— Lukexxiv: 13-32,
*15. Symmetry of Christian Character.—Ps.
exix: 6.
‘22, The Two Ways.—Matt, vii: 13, 14,
“ 29. The Blessedness of Giving.— Acts xx: 35,
MAY.
May 6. Compelling them to Come In —Luke
xiv: 23,
“ 13. Religion in Business.—Rom. xii: 11,
“* 20, Free SBalvation.—Rev, xxii: 17,
* 27. The Final Separation, —Matt. xiii:-50-47,
JUNE,
June 3. Indifference to Hnman Suffering.—Matt,
xxv: 42, 43,
“ 10. The Great Change.—2 Cor. v: 17,
“ 17. The Wonder of the Angels.—1 Pet. i: 12,
‘“ 24. How to Hear the Word.—Heb, iv: 2,

Prayer-Meeting Topics: Queries and Answrs,

| Dec.,

the Grand Jury is only aiming to dam up and
control the principal sources of the crimes it is
periodically called to confront.”

Topics for 1885."

JULY.
July 1. Christian Decision.—Josh. xiv: 15,
8. Alarm to the Careless,—Isa. xxxii: 11
15, Faults in Prayer. —Janes iv: 3.
22, The Fruit of the Spirit. - Gal. v: 22, 23,
‘20, David’s Recourse in Trouble.—1 Sam.
xxx: 6,
AUGUST.
Aug. 6. The Unity of Faith and of Believers.—
Eph. iv: 5, 6,
12, The Almost Saved — Acts xxvi: 28,
“19. Destructiveness of Sin.—FEecl. ix: 18
‘20, Afflictions Providential.—Amos iv: 613,

SEPTEMBER.
Sept. 2, Citizenship in Heaven.—Phil. iii: 20,

‘9. Decay of Religion in the Family. —Mal.
iv: 5, 6,

16, God’s Helping Hand.—Ezra vii: 6.

‘23, What is it to be a Christian ?—Acts xvi:
3134,

“30. Hold Fast.—1 Thess, v: 21,

OCTOBER.
Oct. 7. The sow in the Cloud.—Ezek. i: 20-26,
“ 14, The Wonderful Book.—Ps. exix: 120,
“* 21. Soft Answers.—Matt, v: 4,
** 28, Hearers of the Gospel in a Solemin Po-
sition.—John xv: 22,

NOVEMBER.
Nov. 4. Procrastination.—Luke ix: 57-62; Acts
xxiv: 25,
* 11, God stirs up His People.—Deut, xxxii:
11, 12,
‘18, Profit and Loss in Serving God.—Matt,
xvi: 26,
“25. The Source of National Prosperity,—
Jer. ix: 23, 4.
DECEMBER.

Dec. 2. The Poor Mar’s Gospel.—Luke vii: 22,
“ 9. Robbing God.—Mal. iii: 8,
“16. Inflnence after Death.—Heb. xi: 4.
23, God’s Christmas Gift to Man.—John
iii: 16,
30, Confessions of Dying Men.—Heb. ix:

QUERIES AND ANSWERS,

“0. T. Revision,”"—When will the
new revision of the Old "Bestament be
published ? A.: Dr. Schaff, the Chair-
man of the Ameriean Board of Re-
visers, informs us that it will be pub-
lished next spring.

‘‘Reaper.”—Is it proper, in prayer,
to say, ** We bow us in Thy presence ?”
A.: It is grammatical, but rarely nsed
by good speakers. We bow ourselves is
a better form; but simpler and better
still, is ** We bow in Thy presence.”

* These * Prayer Meeting Topies for 1885,” neatly printed, we shall be happy to send to
clergymen for distribntion among their people, at thirty cents per one hundred copies.
ments will appear on the back of the leat as heretofore,-—~Puss. oF HoM. MONTHLY.

No advertise-
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‘A Carn.,"—I have received a call to
the pastorate of a church, but I learn
that the call was not unanimons, and
that several of the minority are bitterly
opposed to me. The vote stood, 125 in
my favor to 25 against me, Should I
accept, under the cirenmstances, or
not? I am free to say, that had the
call been unanimous, I wonld have ac-
cepted at once. Should I permit the
small minority to change my decision?
A.: A rule in such eases eannot be laid
down. Much wonld depend on the
ground of opposition, andon the charac-
terand degree of influence of the minor-
ity., If the case were an averase one, we
should advise against acceptance,

“W. 0. H. P."—Will you give us the
best urrent explanation of the dis-
crepancy between the Evangelists in
the matter of the blind man
29-34; Mark x: 46-52; and Lunke xviii:
35-43? A.: This diserepancy hasnever
been satisfactorily explained. Accord-
ing to Matthew and Mark, this healing
occurred as Jesus ‘“went out of Jeri-

Matt. xx:

cho”; while Luke says, ‘“as he was
come nigh unto Jericho,” Matthew
mentions ‘‘two blind men,” while Mark
and Luke speak only of one by name,
French remarks: * The silence of one
narrator is not to be assumed as the
contradiction of the statement of an-
other ; thus Mark and Luke making
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especial mention of one blind man do
not contradict Matthew, who mentions
two.,”  Dr, Brown observes: ‘Many
ways of accouuting for slight diverg-
ences of detail have been proposed.
Perhaps if we knew all the facts we should
see no diffieulty; but that we have been
left so far in the dark shows that the
thing is of no moment any way. One
thing is plain: there could have been
no collusion among the authors of these
gospels,” It is mot improbable that
Bartimeus was a well-known personage,
and hence was specially singled out by
Mark and Luke, and referred to by
name,

* Fams,"-~My people propose to hold
a fair, aud to have a lottery, grab-bag,
ete., in connection with it, My con-
science is against these things, but so
set are some of my members in this
matter, that they wounld sooner give me
up than give up these objectionable
things. Can you advise me as to the
course I should pursue? A.: Firmly,
yet prudently, express your views from
the pulpit, and thereby wash your
hands clean of the iniquity. If your
people persist in it, remember that yon
cannot control their actions; and your
duty will be done when you have pro-
tested against it. We do not think a
difference on such a point ought to
lead you to resign your pastorate.

THEMES AND TEXTS OF RECENT LEADING SERMONS,

1. David's Idea of Divine Worship.

2. The Fountain Head of Crime,
violence.” —Ezek. vii: 23,

3. Practical Working of Christi;

an Faith.

Based on Psalms xev., xevi.  E. P. Goodwin, D.D., Chicago.
“For the land is full of bloody erimes, and the city is full of
Heber Newton, D.D., New York

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous.
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”—Matt. vi: 33.

Russell H, Conwell, D.D.,

“ With what measure ye mete it shali be measured to you again.”"—

Philadelphia.
4. The Give and Take of Life,

Matt, viiz 2. Rev. J, Brierley, B.A., Balham, England,
5. Don'tStop.  ** Let

e

God Hiding and Revealing.
Father, .
them unto babes."—Luke x: 21.

7. What shall we do with our Sabbath Evenings?

for the Sabbath. ' —Mark ii: 27.

8. The Spirit

them,” e
9. Some Laws of Spiritual Work.

1e dead bury their dead; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God."—
Luke ix: 60. Justin D. Fulton, D,D,, Brooklyn.

“In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee O
. that thou hast hid these things from the wise
Dean Vaughan, D.D., London

“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man
A. J. Lyman, D.D., Brooklyn.

f the Cradle. ““And they brought young children to him, that he should touch
—Mark x: 13-16. Rev, Henry Ward Beecher, Brooklyn.

“ He said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not,"” ete,

and prudent, and hast revealed

—John iv: 32-88. John A. Broadus, D.D., Lounisville, Ky.

10. Light for those who See Not.
they which see not might see:
Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon, London,

11. The Discipline of Delay
delivered Paul and
band,” ete.—Acts i

12. Baptized for the Dead,

Brooklyn.

“ And Jesus said, For judgment T am come into this world, ll.l:n
and that they which see might be made blind."—John ix: 39,

“And when it was determined that we should sail into Ttaly, !lw-)'.
in other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus
Joseph Parker, D.D., London,

“ Else what shall they do which are
rise not at all, why are they then haptized for the dead

aptized for the dead; if the dead
1Cor. xv: 29. W, F. Gill, D.D,,

T ———— )




906

13.
ote.—Col, i 15-20

A Great Battle,
Swing, Chicago

14

Germs of Hlustration.

The Dignity of Christ. ** Who is the image of
i A. J. F. Behrends, D.D.,
“ Michael and his angels fought against the dragon.” —Rev, xii: 7.

| DEc.,

the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature,”
Brooklyn.
Rev. David

SUGGESTIVE THEMES,

. Fairness to the Taboring Classes. (*“ The
wages of him that is hired shall not abide
with thee all night until the morning."—
Lev. xix: 14.)

. A Neighborly Duty. (“Thou shalt in any
wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer
sin upon him,"'—Lev, xix: 17.)

. Majorities not to be Feared, ¢ When thon
goest out to battle . . . and seest horses and
people more than thou, be not afraid,” ete.
—Deut. xx: 1.)

. Unclean Speech, (T dwell in the midst of
a people of unclean lips.” —Isa. vi: 6.)

. Self-Renunciation, (“*Jesus only.” — Matt.
xvii: 8.)

The Unreason of Prejudice. (“His hand was
restored whole as the others. And they
were filled with madness,” ete.—Luke vi:

10, 11.)

7. A Vain Ostracism. (* Blessed are ye when

men shall hate you, and when they shall
separate youn from their company . . . leap
for joy; for behold your reward is great in
heaven.”—Luke vi: 22, 23.)

8. A Visit from God. (* God hath visited his
people,”—Luke vii: 16.)

9. A Mothe Plea. (** Master, 1 beseech thee,
look upon my son.""—Luke ix: 38.)

10, The Power of a Godly Life. (*That they
may by your good works, which they shall
behold, glorify God in the day of visita-
tion.""—1 Peter ii: 12,

11. Business and Devotion Wedded. (** Not sloth-
ful in business, fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord."”—Rom. xii: 11.)

12. Right Motive no Security against the Viola-
tion of Physical Law. (* For the work of
Christ he was nigh unto death, not regard-
ing his lite,” ete,—Phil. ii: 30,)

GERMS OF ILLUSTRATION.
By Epwarp JEwrTT WHEELER, A. M.

Out of the heart of Nature rolled
The burdens of the Bible old —EMERSON,

The Value of & Soul may be not inaptly
illugtrated by the story told of Retchmutk, the
wife of the consul of Cologne. The story is re-
cited in German verse engraved on her monu-
ment. Retechmuth apparently died of the plagne
in A.D. 1511, Fortunately a ring of great value
had been buried with her, and to recover it, the
grave was reopened and the coffin lid removed.
Strange to say, the supposed corpse revived,
and was carried back home. Rechmuth lived to
become the mother of three children, ‘“He
brought me up also out of an horrible pit,"” ete.
—Ps. x1: 2, .

A Worldly Faith has many times lured
men to their destruction. When tho great test
of death comes near, how frail proves the trust
placed in riches, or power, or fame! Giibner
mentions that a Jew once presented himself be-
fore Duke Albrecht, of Saxony, and offered him
a charm engraved with rare signs and charac-
ters, which shonld render him invulnérable.
The duke, determined to try it, had the Jew led
ont in the field, with his charm round his neck;
he then drew his sword, and at the first thrust
ran the Jew through. “In the Lord put I my
trust.”"—Ps, xiz 1.

Regeneration has, through God's won-
drous grace, converted many lives filthy with
all vileness—Jerry McAuley, for instance—into
angels of light and ministers of grace. The
Central Park of New York was once a place of
most uninviting character. Marshy and mala-
rious, unto it came thieves to divide their plun-
der; upon it was dumped the city’s retuse —dead
dogs and beasts of burden, decaying fruits and
malodorons garbage. Now, through the agency
of man working in co-operation with God’'s

great laws, it has become a second Eden, with
new life for the sickly, rest for the weary, and
bowers of beauty for all,

The Church of Christ has been assailed
by many foes, but it has survived the genera-
tions of men and the wreck of nations. Said
General Woodford, in a recent speech: I stood
in the Alps one morning when the mist clothed
mountain and vale. As we watched, slowly it
began to rise. First was unfolded to our gaze
the valley, with its peaceful homes. Again we
looked, and the slopes of the mountains had be-
come visible, Slowly, higher and higher rose
the mist, lifted by the breeze, till at length the
cold, glittering summits were seen high above,
and last of all, towering above all its rivals, grand
old Mont Blane stood before us, crowned with
the snows of centuries, standing as it has stood
while kingdoms waxed and waned, the sunlight
of God flooding its peak with glory.”

The Hidden Life is the secret which es-
capes 80 many who observe but the surface of
of things. Skilled hands have whittled a piece
of wood so like a grain of wheat that practiced
eyes could hardly detect the difference. But
when it came to planting, there was no longer
doubt; for the ome had an inner life, hidden
from the eye, but ready to burst the grain and
rear the bearded stalk. Said Mr.J. Q. Maynard
of Brooklyn, recently: * When I was a boy 1 saw
aneighbor making a flower-garden. He spaded
and hoed and raked; divided it into regular sec-
tions, smoothed the surface, rounded the corners,
trimmed the edges. I went home, determined
to have a garden like my neighbor’s. 1 followed
his course as nearly as I could, spaded and hoed
and raked, and when I finished, it seemed to me
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that my garden looked full as well as his. In
the course of a few days a warm rain brought
forth in his beds tiny shoots of green, 1 rushed
home, expecting to find the same in my beds,
In vain: nothing had appeared. Day after day,
week after week, my garden remained barren
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while his was the pride of the village, with its
rare and beautiful blooms. What caused the
difference!  Was my garden not
as his? Ah! I kad failed to drop the tiny

seods upon the soil, and all my labor was
lost,”

made just

O —

HELPFUL DATA IN CURRENT LITERATURE.

By J. M. SaErwoon, D.D,

@G. P. Putnam’s Sons.  ** The Unity of Nature,"”
by the Duke of Argyll. This is a sequel to the
author's former work, the “Reign of Law.”
The subject of Law in Christian Theology is too
broad a subject to be discussed in a single
treatise. A preliminary work is necessary, viz.,
to trace the connection between the reign of
law and the ideas which are alike fundamental
to all religions, and inseparable from the facts
of nature, This is the object of the present dis-
cussion, Modern Doubt has called in question
not only the whole subject of inquiry, but the
whole faculties by which it can be pursued.
Many of the problems which perplex us most
are soluble in the light of the unity of nature,
The ~ork is a thoughtful and able one; and,
while some of its positions are open to eriti-
cism, yet, as a whole, it cannot fail to give satis-
faction to the distinguished author’s friends,—
““An Outline of the Future Religion of the World,"”
by T. Lloyd Stanley. Same publishers. A shal-
low, pretentious and worthless octavo. We mar-
vel that so respectable a house should put its
imprint on a book of this character. It is a
confused medley of conjectural criticisms of the
myths and religious traditions of all sorts of
people, The Bible is treated with even less re-
spect than the myths of other religions, indi-
cating a perverse heart as well as a confused
head. Such stuff as this man gives us as the
“Fuature Religions of the World " is both puerile
and disgusting.—** The Jukes: aStudy in Crime,
Pauperism, Disease and Heredity.,” We welcome
a new and enlarged edition of this very remark-
able little book, with an Jutroduction by W, M,
F. Round, Secretary of the National Prison
sociation of the United States. The anthor, Mr,
Dugdale, was a remarkable man, and spent years
in tracing the history of the Juke family, the
extraordinary results of which are given in this
volume, It is indeed a ** study,” and one of an
appalling character, and yet highly instructive.

Robert Carter & Brothers. ** An Explanation of
the Epistle to the Hebrews,” by Samuel T. Low-
rie, D.D. This goodly octavo has cost the an-
thor years of study and careful preparation. As
adetailed exposition of chapter and verse of this
remarkable Epistle, it is a valuable commen-
tary, and will reward the student’s examination.
But it is quite evident that the author lacks the
critical spirit, and ails to grasp the Epistle as
a whole, and to develop its grand themes, and
trace its relations to other portions of the New
Testament, It is not the work of an original,
independent ti broad-cultured,

discr

even balanced mind, anl hence it will never
take a high rank in our religions literature,
Undertaking the work of exposition withont
an Introduction, or a word as to the anthorship
of the Epistle (which he attributes to Paul), or
its date, or pecnliarities, is proof that he has
no just conception of what is imperatively re-
quired of one who assumes the task which he
has exccuted —“A Red Wall Flower,” by the
author of * The Wide, Wide World,” ““The Shores
of ce,” by Anna B, Warner. Same publishers.
These sisters continue to instru -t and delight
their ever-widening circle of readers, The *“ Ited
Wall Flower” is truly a charming story, and,
we are assured, “ in its whole chain of faets is a
true story.” Through its 650 pages the interest
of the story is kept up. There is great variety
of incident and character, so that there is no
dullness or weariness experienced in reading the
book. The moral aim and the wholesome les-
son are conspicuous thrcughont, as in all the
productions of this popular voluminous author.
The work by the sister is a dainty little volume,
as beautiful within as without, and full of time-
1y and instructive Christian thought.

A. C. Armstrong & Son. ** Anecdotes Illustra-
tive of New Testament Texts.” This forms one
of the series of * TLe Clerical Library,” an Eng-
lish work reissued in this country by the above
publishers, The series is specially intended, as
the title indicates, to furnish preachers with
stimulus and suggestion in the various depart-
ments of their work, The present volume is
somewhat unique in form and structure. Wo
have suggestive themes for pulpit treatment,
with an appropriate text, a very brief exposition,
and a striking fact, incident, or historical illus
tration to each. Many of these are excellent;
some are fanciful, others very commonplace or
familiar; but, as a whole, the preacher may de-
rive many a useful hint or suggestion from its
pages.

Richard Bentley & Son, London, ** Letters from
Hell.,” With a Preface by George MacDonald,
LL.D. This beok appeared in Denmark eightoen
years ago, and was speedily translated into Eng
lish, but has long been out of print. A German
edition recently appeared and awakened intense
interest in Germany. The present English ver-
sion is made from the German, and the transla-
tor has faithfully fellowed the anthor’s powerful
conception, but pruning certaiu portions, and
omitting or recasting others, and adapting it to
the English mind. The title of the book is re-
pelling. And yet it isa book of inteuse interest.
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It may be classed with Miss Phelps’ ** Gates
Ajar” and ** Beyond the Gates,” as an imagina-
tive description of the future life,  Like those,
it is intensely realistic. The author is evidently
familiar with the Bible, and the scenes he por-
trays and the characters he describes in the
world of lost spirits are -ubstantially in the
line of Scripture initmations, Noone can read
the work without a shudder. And yet it does
not aim at the * horrible,” but simply to trace
the workings and effects of retributive law, in
the light of a guilty conscience and a lost eter-
nity, in the world of despair.

Funk & Wagnills. * Memoirs of David Brain-
erd,” We are quite sure the religious public on
both sides of the Atlantic will welcome a new
and complete edition of this eminent Christian
missionary, It has long been out of print, ex-
cept in fragmentary parts, or in the ten volume
edition of Jonathan Edwards' Works. The basis
of this beautiful edition is that of Dr. Sereno
E. Dwight's (1822), which was much fuller than
the origiual work written by President Edwards,
It has been carefully edited by Rev. J. M. Sher-
wood, revised, portions of it rewrittemn, with
Notes, and an Introduction on the Life and Char-
acter of Braiuerd. And inaddition to the work of
the Editor,and the liberality of the Publishers,
a stirring Essay on **God’s Hand in Missions,”
by Arthur T. Pierson, D.D., isgiven. These new
papers, covering 66 pages, will be found to add
greatly to the interest of this standard edition
of one of the most remarkable biographies ever
given to the world. The name of David Brain-
erd will live 1n history, and in the heart of the
Chureh while the world stands. He has well
been called *“the missionary saint of New Eng-
land.” The story of his life has been a potent
force in the modern missionary era. Read ng
the life of Brainerd decided Heury Martyn to
devote himself to the missionary work. Carey
received a baptism from the samesource. Thou-
sands of Christians in America and Europe, and
all over the missionary world, have had their
piety deepened, their faith quickened, and their
gpirit of consecration fanned into a flame by
reading the wondrous record of this man's brief
life and Christian experience among the Indians
of the American wilderness. We know no better
manual of Christian experience, no loftier exam-
ple of Christian heroism and consecration to the
work and purpose of Christianity since the
apostolic age.—* Pastoral Theology,” by James
M. Hoppin, D.D. Same publishers, We have
here a companion volume to the author’'s work
on * Homileties,” published in 1881, Prof. Hop-
pin does all his literary work so carefully, con-
scientiously and thoronghly as to have won the
confidence and esteem of the Christian publie
in an eminent degree, His ** Pastoral Theology”’
possesses all the characteristics of his * Homi-
leties,” and we have no hesitation in afirming
our behief that it will be found to be not only a
worthy companion of it, but will take the very
front rank in the kindred department to which
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it is devoted. We are familiar with the many
similar works which have appeared of late years
covering this field, the best of which, in our
Judgment, is Vinet's, edited by Dr. Thomas H.
Skinner. But no one of them, nor all combined,
possess all the excellencies of Prof, Hoppin's
royal volume. Its characteristic features may
bestated in few words:

“1. Its stylais clear, simple,incisive, scholar-
1y, as is true of all the Prof’s writings. There is
nothing involved, mystic, doubtful, hard to be
understood, 2. It is comprehensive. It covers
the whole field, both in its theoretic and prac-
tical aspects. Every legitimate topic is treated,
and treated in its proper relation and fullness.
8. It is systematic: thoroughly so, not only
in arrangement, but in its ethods of treat-
ment. It is based on a broad and true ideal of
the dignity and responsibility of the ministerial
office. 4. Itwisely blends theory with practice,
doetrine with life, the pulpit with pastoral work;
the author hits the mean, and unduly exalts no
one quality or service to the injury of another.
5. Accordingly we have, as a whole, without any
parade of learning, or undue exhibition of sci-
entific skill, the best results of modest, thor-
ough Christian scholarship and study — the
fullest, most philosophical and instructive work
on Pastoral Theology which the ages bave
brought forth, It is a work that cannot fail to
be highly popular and useful, and is an honor to
American authorship,”—**Stories in Rhyme for
Holiday Time,” by Edward Jewett Wheeler. 11-
lustrated by Walter Satterlee, Same publishers,
The author of this beautiful holiday book is not
unknown to the readers of Tae HomILETIC
MoxTHLY, St. Nicholas, and other publications,
There is decided merit in his verses, a charm-
ing delicacy and quaintness of thought that is
pleasing. The dedicatory lines to his mother
are touchingly beautiful and a good specimen
of the author's poetic gift :

‘70 MY MOTHER.

“As, when a child, T brought to thee
Some worthless pebble, bright to see;
Then scanned thy face with eager eyes
To see it lighten with surprise,

As if a precious gem I bore;
80 now these simple tales of mine
To thy rich love I do consign—
Not for their worth, but just
The smile I know will welcome me,
As 1n the merry days of yore.”

The artist has done his work well, as the nu-
merous spirited sketches testify. The publish-
ers also have bronght out the book in admirable
taste.

The Outlook [Alfred Centre, N. Y.], contains
Volumes I. and II. of this Sabbath - Reform
monthly bonnd., Price to ministers, 75 cents.
It is published by the Seventh-day Baptists,
While we have no sympathy with its pecnliar
views on the S8abbath-day question, yet there is
a large amount of highly useful reading-matter
in the volume in relation to Sabbath observance,
temperance, and all the great reformatory move-
ments and religious questions of the day.
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