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2 Ropecs Derpentine

PERF, OF BALLYROTSK.

(CONSIDERABLY) AFTER JULES VERNE,

(We very greatly regret that. owing to the invxerable
exigencies of spece and vxpense, we have bren obliged
srreatly to eurtard this very interesting story, the e nal
manwseript o' which would have produced a th.vee

l ace felt it necessary to brin it (uto

n w L of this manazine, and have thernfo
nor veluetantly omitted a vast amount of geographico
ethnological, and other soientific details, which we ar:

e been most interesting fo our veaders,

teced it to a mere shadow of its former dimen.
e t, hotwever, that in thus pruning it we

ished st interest, but have, perhape, by
ven added therefo,—Ep, |

concentratio

The Stamp Bourse of Paris was in a state of
emotion cloully bordering on excitement. An
enttrely novel varfety had been discovered ;
not merely & new variety—such are met with
every dny upon the Bourse—but a variety of a
novel kind, hithertoquite unknown to philately.

Now Philately, or the Sc f “amp Col-
leeting—( We are oblijed ts owiit heve a dissertion

of several pages pou Philately, or the Science of

Stamp Collecting.

This notable discovery emanated, too, from
the very highest and most responsible sow It
was made by no less a person than the great
Mons, Chose, of the firm of Chose, Bonmarche
et Cie., well-known as heing at the head of the
Stamp Trade in Paris, that is in the whole of the
civilized world.

The stamp trade, as we all know - | We have
again to omit a_detailed account of the Stamp
T'rade, but considerations of space and expense
cannot be disregarded.—FEp. |

The 2 kopecs stamp of the current issue of
Ballyrotsk is plentiful in every stamp market.
These little pieces of pink paper, distigured by
« design impressed in the poorest manner of
lithograph re to be found in every school-
boy's collec yet here was a variety of it
that commanded almost the highest figure on

i h ion of which was

1

dee., again oblige us most vegretfully to omit the
chapter upon varieties of ail kinds —in,

What then was the particular form of variety |«
in question * Wasitof watermark ¢ No';

FIVE CENTS A COpY,
ONE DOLLAR VER YEAR.

8, 1804.

compel us to consign to the wasts paper basket 1
treatise on perjoration, whic
)

h we are wure, de.,
(e,

wrious methods had heen

water & were quite unknown in Ballyrotsk. | empl, A8 & (uestion not casy to
Of paper? Well, little variations in the sub- |answer. The great Dr, Lunettes, the highest
stance or tint of the paper—which was of the [ known authority upon such a point, had

examined the specimen with the most powerful

commonest and cheapest nature — were only to
[be expected No, it was sometl more
!interesting than t It was a variety of the
most philatelic nature, a vaviety of perforation,

inary 2 kopecs, black on pink, of the
issue of 189 —, is, as every philatelist is aware,
imperforate, devoid of any nature of perforation
even of the most ordinary description. Through-
out its long career us a stamp-issumg district,
Ballyrotsk had never Jk-rﬁ-m(wl its stamps,
The simple Jugginski,* if ever he used the
stampe, tore them roughly asunder ; the scien-
titie collector or the careful dealer served them
with the scissurs.  Small wonder then that the
discovery of u single perforation specimen should
have caused such an exciterjent in the phila-
| telic world. Had Ballyrotek indeed adopted
at last one of the most advanced improvements
of philatelic civilization, or was this the han
work of the gang of nefarious fuk for which
Albion— perfidious in this as in all else—was so
justly famed ? Surely the answer to one of
these must be in the affirmative—but such was | ¢
not the case, and hence arose the mystery whic
was troubling all the savants of philately.

The stamp has been received direct from
Ballyrotsk by the great firm of Chose, Bon-
marche et Cie. in the ordinary course of im-
porta A singlo perforated specimen among
a quantity of wsed stamps would have been
nothing ; but these were not us«d stamps. The
oldest philatelist in Paris had never seen a used
stamp of Ballyrotsk. Either the inhabitants
of that district religiously preserved ell the
used stamps, and would not allow one of them
to leave the country or—but the alternative
was too monstrous ; Ballyrotsk had been issu-
ing stamps for years ; it was impossible to
believe that all “were produced entirely for
exportation,

No ; the scamp in question had been received
direat I‘rum the district post-office. It was

4

(

i

record, a the

disputed at the price of the king's ransom hy
the richest collectors in Christendom, & rarity
such as he great Mons. Chose himself believed
to be possibly ||ni:|mmL Lith:mr-phy. as all

and the original guin was still un-
injured upon its reverse. It formed one of a
shoet, the usual sheet of fifteen, in three hori-
zontal rows of five, differing from one another

now, even li phy as
at the primitive printing office of Buﬁlymhk,
does not produce any very striking varieties, or,

at least, none that cannot be easily accounted

for,

Lithography, or the art of printing from stone

[ Considerations of space reluctantly compel us to

omit a most interesting article upon this sulbject,
copied, we believe, from the * Encycloperdia
Britannica.”—Ev ]

No; it was plain that the variety which had
arol 80 much enthusiasm was not one of
design. But varieties of design are not the
only varieties known to advanced followers of
the Science of Philately.—{Considerations, de.,

only in the greater or less degree of smudginess
of the impression. But this one, forming the
extreme upper corner of the right hand side of
the sheet, differed from all the others, not only
on that sheet, but on all other sheets that had
ever been seen ! On two sides, and these not
opnosite sides, as is uanull{ the case with
partially perforated stamps, but two adjacent
sides—the top namely, and the right-hand side
—it showed plain traces of a rongh kind of a
perforation ! ! Traly a marvellous variety ! ! !

But, you will ask, of what kind was the per
foration ! Now the unature of perforation
known to philatelists — [Con , de., dc., again

* Peasant of South Central Russia. —Author,

magnitiers
had studied it also ;
self— no mean authority— had subjected i
no mere cursory inspes

mity almost as ‘surprising s
all these high authorities were
point, and that was that this

entirely differod,

machine by which it
was the most stormy
for the stamp had not
i
right upper curner
torn in pieces, withou
forations or scissors had
Chose’,
at the risk of his life, and
variety in the
Unique !

of the smallest wud least imports
Russian  Empire,
I
v

probably will not fini
Petersburg ix in the Atlantic
there !~ Ep,
won't find it — Avrior |

centre of civilization, it w
where the
verse,
impossible to do either,

the collec
the village
it, for the simple reason that there was on|
one person in the district who could write, in

no way prevented this department from bein,
a most flourishing

Other only less learned philatelists

and Monsienr Chose

on.  With an unani.
the stamp itself,
agreed ups s one
was a species of
on every other point
A8 was more natural,
the nature of the
had been produced. there
controversy ; the sheet—
et been removed from
he place of honor, the
-would certainly have haay
the aid either of per.
1 not one of Monsieur
8 most Active assistants rescned it, almost
placed this unique
fire and burglar-proof safe,
Put was it unigue 1 Time alone will
letermine this.

t, but still retained t

Cuarrer 11,

The zemstro, or district, of Ballyrotsk is one
ant in the great
It is shown only an the
Look a little to the south of the
hirty-first parallel of latitude, and some fifty
legreos west of St Petershurg, and you

it.  [50° west of St
Ocean, It can't de
Don't [ say that you

argest maps,

Quite vight,

Situated many thousands of wersts from any
it was one of those places
‘o further, and fare
t was practically
he Hsirap Licnuoe
i ceased to attempt
tion af taxes, on the principle that it
s impossible to extract blood from a stone, and
post-office was now the #sle source

“

roverh,
would not apply, fo

the local authority) had lon,

of revenue,
The fact that no letters even passed through
y

one; and the Imperial

Government, which claimed a large percentage
upon the gross receipts, had granted it all the
privileges of first-class postal rates,

The Letajoski® was a man of considerable
talent as a financier. 1) tion to the above
important office, he v the editor and
publisher of the loca  Wraggelatt
| —president of the H« oc¢, and pro-
prietor of the only prin establishment,

* District or sub Postmaster, —duthor,

[T0 BE cONTINUED,]
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}EDITORIAL. &

Mr. W. H. Schmalz, a prominent Berlin
collector, called on us recently,

THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC WEEKLY.

The Canadian Philatclist’s special edition | Leopold, King of Belgium, has just issued a
which was to appear on Dec. 1st was postponed [ decree to the effect that a s, 1 set of stamps
till Feb. 1st owing to a pressure of husiness. | shall be issued for the World's Fair, which will
It will appear promptly, and has a circulation | be held in Antwerp in 1804, The decree states
of 8,000 copies.  Advertising rates remain un- | that the said set of stamps shall have in their
changed, | design the arms of* that city. The designs and
| values it is expected will be made known at an
| early date.

The Nebraska Philatelic Society, which was
organized in 1892, has made great progress,
and is now vne of the largest state societies in

We see by a writer in the Philatelic Era that
1t has at present 73 members and 8 | Seebeck has raised the price of his remainders
applications, a good showing for so young an | in-so-much that two of the leading wholesale
organization,

dealers have refused to handle them in the

== |future,  We sincerely hope that Mr. Seebeck
The cighteenth sale of R. ¥, Albrecht & Co. | will place his prices still higher so that event-
took place on Jun. 10th and 11th, and consisted 'un]ly he will be unable to find any collector or

| of ahout 800 lots,

Mr. Kissioger's new philatelic paper The
Stamp Collitors Weekly has not yet. appeared. |
The P. 8. of A, organized their first branch |
in Chicago on the 27th of November last, and |
is progressing favorably, |

—_—

Mr. Frank 8. Kline, of Spring City, Pa., was
recently bereaved of his mother. We extend |
to him our sympathy in his severe affliction,

We have not yet received a
If
es are anything like those obtained at

price catalogue so cannot give the results.

the pr
the seventeenth sale they will be very low,

|
Russian local stamps are in demand on the

continent where we are told they are collected |

quite extensively ; here, we seldom see, and
seldom find a collector who bothers about them, |
There is no end to the varieties that may be |
obtained, and European journals chronicle them
regularly, |

Mr. Dawson A. Vinden, the well known
Austialian dealer, hus sold out his Australian
business and is proceeding to London, England,
where he will again enter the ranks of stamp
dealers, and rumoy hax it that he will prove no
mean rival to the other large metropolitan
dealers,

=

We have succeeded in securing the services
of a talented lady collector as a regular con-
tributor to our columns, and expect her first
contribution next week, and regularly there.
after.  We are also glad to have secured the
services of Mr. Walter A, Withrow, who will
supply us with weekly articles.

No exchange advertising can be accepted by
this paper.  We state this in order to save our
brother publishers and dealers making s
offers, as some have already done. We con-
duct this publication on a strictly cash basis,
and will not depart therefrom even though we
do not secure a single advertisement,

Philately is advancing in new directions in
England. At a recent meeting of the Man

Mr. A, H. Milligan, o local collector, is | chester Philatelic Society there was a lecture
again about, after having been confined to_ the | o0 counterfeits, the types of genuine and counter
house with a broken leg, for ncarly six months, | feit being thrown on a screen by aid of a magic

et lantern. Tt is said that this new departure
was well received, It certainly it a novelty,
==

The Boston Philatelic Society held its annual
banguet on December 20th, which affair was a
success in cvery particular. Previous to the
banquet the election of officers was held, which
the current issue of Trinidad had been surcharg. | resulted as follows :— President, W, C. Van
edox H. M. 8. We have official information | Derlip; Vice-President, H. E Wood d;

The P. 8. of A, are advertising their first
auction sale. No date is set, but we suppose
that it will continue indefinitely, or until all
the lots are sold !

Recently there was a rumor to the effect that

dealer who will handle them,

Our p are app ly not
al” heyond reproach.  Welearn that Lieutenant
and Quaitermaster Thorpe, of the Royal Irish
Rifles, who is well-known in philatelical circles,
has just been court martialed for the embezzle-
ment of over £2,000, neglect of duty and false
reports. The accused was found guilty and
sentenced to be cashiered without pension.

==

A correspondent in Brazil sends us informa-
tion to the effect that the current 500 reis olive
has been chunged in color and is now a slate
color.  The new Journal stamps have appeared
and are 200 reis black and 300 reis violet,
The present state of affairs in this place makes
it doubtful whether the Republic will stand or
be led by the blished hy.
In the latter case an entire new issue will result,

The new Canadian criminal code provides for
a penalty of fourteen years imprisonment on con-
viction of counterfeiting, using orselling counter-
feit stamps of Canada or any other country.
Should any case be brought to our notice we
shall make every effort to secure the conviction
of the guilty parties. If the United States col-
lectors, and those of other countries would co-
operate we should soon stop the counterfeiting

of stamps.

=S

The quantities and endless list of varieties of
Hawaiin stamps of the *“Prov, Govt., 1893,"
which are now being flooded upon the market,
leaves little doubt as to their origin. We
would advise collectors to leave this trash
alone. Tt is apparently a swindle. The last
ship to come in brought the information that
all the envelopes und postal cards have been
surcharged like the adhesives, and it is quite
probable that they will contain scores of differ-
ent varieties,

==

The progress of the Philatelic Sons of America
has never been equalled by any other Phila-
telic society. It wus organized in August last,
and has already nearly 300 members, while in
the December issue of the official organ
nearly one hundred and seventy-five applica

to the effect that no such varieties have been Treasurer, L. L. Green ; Secretary, Howard H.

issued or even contemplated, Sanderson.

tions were published. 1f the appli s con-
tinue to come in at this rate, it will not long
for the Society to get 1,000 members.




believe all its departiments are in A7 working
order, which is an unusual occurrence among
Philatetic societies

We see by a recent issue of Stanley (Zibbons'
Monthly Journal that the ways of the postal
officials in Persia are inscrutable. Some time
ago the 7 sh. stamps ran short at a certuin
office, but as 10 sh. stamps were plentiful, the
postmaster informed his customers that they
must put 10 sh. on their letters instead of 9 sh,
(usually made up of 7 sh. and 2 sh.), and as the
officials usually take the money and put the
stamps on the letters themselves, the senders
were forced to an extra charge of 1 sh, per
letter.

‘===

Doubtless most of our readers were at the
World’s Columbian Exposition, but few seem
aware of the immense quantities of counterfeit
stamps that were sold on the ground, especially
in the Manufacturers’ Building. Here forgeries
were openly exposed for sale, at low prices it is
true, yet it is to be regretted that some Chicago
collectors did not bring the matter before the
proper authorities, who would probably have
stopped it. The counterfeits were all imita-
tions of the very poorest order, and celled,
Cape of Good Hope triangulars and Suez Canal
were abundant.  This trash, we regret to say,
has been carvied ull over the States and
Canada.

==

The quality of vhilatelic literature in general
is improving
Philatelist has just heen received and consists
of 164 pages and cover, 96 pages of which co
sist of reading matter. Several illustrations
are given among which is a plate of 34 Am rican
collectors and page illustration
shows us the three Reading editors of the
paper Messrs. Kissinger, Kantner and Fox, or
as they callthemselves, ‘Reading's great three,”
Tie articles are numerous, the poetry abundant,
and the contributors are our best writers, We
regret we have not the space at our disposal to
give an oxtensive review of the articles, which
are exceptionally fine, Taken all together the
Christmas Pennsylvanian is & very creditable
number.

Ihe Christmas  Pennsylvania

dealer

a

In our last issue we promised to secure addi-
tional information iegarding Henry Ades
Fowler and his Canadian Journal of Philately.
He has ceased publishing the paper and has
sent his creditors a statement like this : ** As
The Canndian Journal of Philately has sus-
pended publication on Dec 1st, 1893, and you
rank as a creditor of the paper its affairs
will have to be wound up before a settloment
issent you.” Notwithstanding, an advertise-
ment has since appeared in another paper of his,
the International Philat-lst, soliciting sub-
scriptions for this now defunet journal, Sub-
scribers are apt to be out the amount of their
subscriptions, $2 00 or $3 00 as the case may
be, Should any further information be re-
ceived our readers will be promptly informed
in regard to the developments.

THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC WEEKLY.

Mr. Wn. GRas. Sparke.

(' R. N. CHAS. SPARKS, whose portrait
N\ we present this week, is one of the
leading  adv: collectors  of
Canada, he resides at Ottawa, at
h place he was born in 1569, and he is con-
sequently about 25 years of age. Mr. Sparks
began collecting at a very ealy age and until
recently was a general collector, he now how-
ever is a specialist and collects British North
Americon stamps only, of which he has a very
fine collection, among which we may mention
the shillings of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,
and New flrnnnwiuk. used and uoused, and an
unsevered pair of 7} pence Canada.  Mr, Sparks
is at present studying law.

sauthier, the Frenchman, who |
He carries

I avoirdupois |

=
g

Written for the CANADIAN PuitaTELIC WEEKLY,
“OWRat oofy GOyVe
»
Mortafs RBe.
BY W. A, WITHROW,
MITHTOWN has u Philatelic club, Am
. Tamember? Do I notcollect stamps
3 and am I not a resident of the afore
. said metropolis ?

We are seven! There is McKeever, the
tailor, who can spin the most impossible of |
nrns, and of whom we all stand in awe, He |
as a fine collection, levying as he does upon
«ll of our rarities in payment of our a: counts.

Then there is
keeps, literally, meat and s
around over three hundy
weight, imports a chair into our club-room
expressly for hisown use. He mukesa spec alty |
of United States stamps, and is in the mar-
ket for any stamps his collection does not sport,
if the owner will take his note in payment,
without mortgage or security.

Next comes Rogers who keeps an establish-
ment for the refreshment of the inner man,
vulgarly known as a restaurant; and Noble,
who carries a line of imitation (wamrranted)
jewelry,

Brown, the druggist, and Rettinger. dealer
in boots and shoes, complete the list with the
possible exception of your humble servant, who
occupies his spare moments in killing time.,

Brown brought the Americaon  Philatelic
Muguazine to the meeting one evening and read
an article from vhe same for our entertainment.

glunced around the room. Every chair
was occupied but one. It stood back in the
corner, looming up grandly in the uncertain
light. It was Gauthiers' !
Then he said :  ** Gentlemen, I will now read
10 you an editorial from this maguzine, the im-

of which we might ull take to heart. It
titled * Hypnotism in Philately.’’
We were all attention at once, McKeever

15

was awakened and we then listened to the ex-
cellent remarks made by Prof. F, Brown.

There was o far-away look in our Brown's
eyes as he said ;  ** My namesakes ideas are all
very well in their way, but is the feat possible *
I am of the opinion that it should he demon-
strated. Suppose we send to Halifax, No
Man's Land, and secure the services of Prof,
Jones? T have heard that he is a capital
hypnotizer, and our dear friend Gauthier
will make a capital subject,”

Only then did we see the point In an un-
rrecmlmtml space of time two dollars was col-
ected and a letter was dispatched to Prof.
Jo enclosing the amount, requesting his
services the following Friday evening,

We agreed, to promote the success of the ex-
periment, that Gauthier should not ve informed
of our intentions. Friday evening came, and
o did the worthy professor, and also Gauthier,

‘The professor” was palmed of as a tin,
philatelist, and he satand talked with Gauthier
for fully five minutes before he could get him
under his control.  Finally he remnrlu'ﬂ t

‘“ Now, gentlemen, what are your desires
He is now under my control after a terrific
nln-uylm Such a large hody is difficult to sub
due

Noble suggested that it would be a good idea
to present him with some oddities in United
States stamps, so Brown handed him a cigarette
label, and t'n- professor said it was an unper-
forated twenty - four cent first issue. An angelic
smile came over (iauthier’s countenance and he
scrambled up on the table to thank us for pre-
senting him **a stamp which he had never
dreamed of owning.”

Then a two cent claret and a two cent gem
were temporari'y utilized as a twelve and
twenty-four cent 1810, grilled issue, and Gau-
thier was overcome. Tears streamed down his
cheeks and his voice took on a pathetic wail as
he tried to thank us *‘for our many kindnesses,”

But when McKeever attempted to levy on
these varieties, Guuthier's expression quickly
changed. ¢ Take away his finest stamps ! no
indeed !” and it was with difficulty that he was
restrained from chastizing our  friend, the
tailor,

To make a long story short, he was put
through ry conceivable operation, causing
a great quantity of amusement, but finally at
eleven o'clock, the professor intimated that he
was getting tired and that only another lot of
cash would keep him up. At this outbreak we
made haste to tell him to let up on Gauthier.
He tried to bring him to, but could not in any
way.

What were we to do? The professor
was frightened out of his wits and left for
home for might he not be lyncned? We were
in a quandary.

A council of war was held and many im-
possible plans were suggested and rejected.
Then McKeever said :  ** Faith and I have it?
I've often said Gauthier's sausages were enough
to wake the dead, and why not try em ? "

Happy thought ! We did it! "A long link
was brought in and after one long sniff, Gau
thier recovered. Our experiment was an un-
doubted success but we never tried it more.

The highest price on record (£680) has just
been p.i(f for two stamps—numely, a y red
and a two-penny blue of Mauritius of 1847,
with the words * Post Office” on the left side.
There are only fourteen known copies of this
stamp in the world, but they are in collections
of the highest repute, such as those of Baron
I{Dﬂlll.'hilﬁ, Le Comte de Ferrary, Dr. Legrano,
ete., and are not likely to come into the market.

ONE OF MANY.
(George St., Toronto, Canada, Jan, 8, 1894,
My, 1. M Shadhs Ladon, Canatny 4
Dear Sir—1 have received a copy of your new weekly,
it knocks out all the other weekljes.
Yours truly,
Cha.

« R, Dippie,




FUNNY DEAD LETTERS.

Queer Collection of Stray Mail at
the Capital !
Piece of Frosted Wedaing Cake that
Missed its Destination.

included
Quaint

Things in Uncle

Addresses

Strange Sam's Museum

(Washington letter in New York Advertiser.) |
E of the most interesting places in the

) Capital city is the museum in the dead

t  letter off It is full of queer things
Y29 that have traveled through the majl
and at last found a permanent resting place,
Whenever it is possible articles that reach the
dead letter of ce owing to failure of the deliver
are returned to the sender, hug it often happe
that not even the sender can be found,

Then the unclaimed article, if it be eurious or
interesting, is placed on exhibition in the cabinet
that lines the walls of the musenm., There are
pictures and toys and jewelry in profusion,

Several Indian hatchets gave toa section of
the cabinet an archiological apy
pair of Indian pipes of red sands
other in peaceful style, A rare cu y is a
e of parchment on which is penned the Lo s
prayer in 54 languages. It is said to he a
duplicate of & parchment which hangs in St,
Peter's at Rome,

It came to this country in the meil from
Europe in 1842, and, as it was never claimed and
its origin could not be traced, it was sent to the
dead letter oftice, where it has been on exhi-
bition ever since, One of the prettiest things
in the cabinet is a lady's fan made of stork
feathers, the plumes being rarer and richer than
the finest ostrich plames,

t is most megoificent in appearan: and
doubtless graced the costume of some court
beauty in the old world, It ca to this country
from Europe many years azo, but no clue to ity
owner or sender was ever found,

On one of the shelves is a box of wedding cake,
which came to the d letter office 10 years
ago as, *un It is getting a littie old
and discolored and would doubtless be pretty
dry eating, Considering its present character.
istics it might he excellent ** wedding cake to
dream on.”" Certainly it has all the elements
necessary to produce a fanciful nightmare,

Rosaries are quite common in the cabinet and
crucifixes are also plentiful,

Resting in  cornelian case in one corner of |
the cabinet isu pretty tix of solid gold. It
was found in one of the southern postoffices at
the close of the w [

riosit,

|

ar and was marked ** Unelaiy
1t had heen sent. probably by some pious
mother to her son, who perished on the field of |
battle or in the hospital,

There was no name attached and nothing u.{
tell its story. Near it in an envelope is a lock |
of dark brown hair. An inser ption on the |
envelope, in a nervous hand, reads : ** This con. |
tains my hair. Charles Guitean.” Tt was put |
into the mails by the murderer of Pres, Garfield |
without any address, just as it appears in the
cabinet

A few years ago there came to the dead letter
office a tin can upon which no address could bhe
found. The can was opened and 16 lively look
ing rattlesnukes made their escape. There was
a stirring scene in the dead letter office for s |
minute, ‘

Everybody got upon the chairs and ¢ ibles, |
and the rattlers were left in full possession of
the floor. Finally the snakes were dispatehed,
and 15 of them were pickled in aleohol, One
was missing, though nobody knew it.

Oue sunny afternoon u few days later a big,
eleek looking rattlesnake crawled from among
the papers in the chief clerk’s desk and unob.
served made his way to where a young lady
visitor was sitting,

THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC WE
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His snakeship slyly crawled to her feet
gracefully winding himself about her slender
ankle tightened his folds. The young lady
noticed the intrus; and hastily looking down
saw the wily serpent, was horrified aud very
properly fainted.

The rattlesnake offered no further insult or
injury, but fled in alarm, He was killed and
artistically incased in a glass jar which vow
adorns the cabinet,

From one of the cases grins a human skull,
It is hrown with age, having apparently laid
under the clay for a long time before its resur-
rection and its journey th,
was no address nor postmark when it came.
All that it bore was the inseription, ** Jimmy
MeDuff,” carved on the frontal bone.

Jin McDuff is the name of a murderer
who perished on the seaffold out west some
years ago, but the skull is not believed to be
Jimmy's. - Somebody evidently sent it as a joke

riend acquainted with the circumstances
of Jimmy's taking off.
:other exhibit is a negro doll baby black as
ider Haggard's African hero Umslopogaas,
vas addressed u few years ago to n young

y lady in New York by i
but ascertaining the conten s of the pa
declined to pay the postage that was due
ame back to the dead letter office,

A huge axe, such as is used by firemen, came
in the mails a short time ago and landed in the
dead letter office because it was ** unmailable
for three reasons : It is sharp pointed, it is over-
weight and it is ovel

Axes are not allowed in the mails, though
some people seem to think no limit is prescribed,
There are persons who would send a threshing
machine or a sawnill through the mails if they
could only find u postmaster reckless enough to
ive it a start,

“Ine of the most curious exhibits is a eollection
of envelopes showing the desperate but futile
efforts made by various persons to address them
’n'n]wrly ‘ Pinte rocke, M. I),," is a pretty
wir stagger for Point of Rocks, Md., but it takes

4 "

e she
und it

L)

an expert to determine th “*St. Trales
Hlonay." is meant for Centralin, Il There jx
not much poetry absat ““ Yum taller,” ¢

sidering that the writer meant Umatilla, which
isin the State of Oregon,

But the sentimental goes all to smash when
we realize that a young lady of presumably
schoiarly attainments wrote ** Sarah Garder”
for Cerro Gordo, an Illinois town.

A foreigner of the Bulgarian persunsion made
# strenuous effort to write ““St, Louis,” He
didn’t get it exactly, but when he wrote ** St

okloysx " it was not becanse he didu't try hard
enough.  People are sometimes apt to confuse
the idea and the name.

One correspondent who had this failing wrote

Rising Sun. Colo,” for Sunshine, Colc
Another writer addressed a letter to ** Rat Trap,
Miss,” when he should have written Fox Trap,
Miss,

He knew it was a trap of some sort, but he
Was not quite certain as to the kind, One of
the envelopes copied and on exhibition indicates
thut some people are very particular,

The person who addressed a letter to Fred
Clark, 3 South Liberty 8t., Hartford, Conn,
wrote ** Faird Clark, in the cair of Be Clurk,
Hartford, 3 S, Lib. st., Ct., Harf ,Co." Fred
got the letter, but it was a close call,

One of the Wonders of the Age,
Equatorial Africa, where a half score of great
explorers have made themselves famous, is now
embraced in the postal union, so that today a
letter or news, r will be carried to the head
waters of the Congo for 5 cents,

Some one has calculated that London letter
carriers walk, in going their rounds 48,360
miles, or twice the circumference of the earth,
every day.
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