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General Conference Deliverance
on the Liquor Traffic.

ZLZT its last session, in 1898, the General
G Conference of the Methodist Church,
Canada, adopted the following :
= «That ‘the liquor traffic cannot be

legalized witkout sin,’ is a deliverance of
Methodism which indicates the highest flood
tide of advance yet reached in the evolution of
the Temperance question, and is an utterance
that cannot be too often repeated. Slavery
was designated ‘the sum of all villainies.
Surely the same may be said of a business which
traffics in the bodies and souls of men; and no
candidate for parliamentary or municipal honors
who does not practically recognize this, should
receive the support of our Methodist people.
The bar-room is the creature of license; license
is the creature of legislatures: the Legislature is
the creature of the people. Let the people vote
prohibition and the license system will perish.
“The only proper attitude of the Christian toward
the liquor traffic is that of relentless hostility.”
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An Appropriate Motion,

| At the General Conference of the Meth-
odist Church, held at London in 1894,
at one of the sessions there were a great
many resolutions introduced which did

not meet with the approval of the Con- |

ference, and most of them were disposed
of by laying on the table. Just before

adjournment, the Book Steward, Rev. Dr. |

Briggs, rose and announced that he had
lost his hat. As it was a new one, he

was anxious that if any one had taken |

it by mistake it should be returned.
Quick as a flash, Rev. John E. Lanceley
sprang to his feet and said
| that it be laid on the table.”
The monotony of Conference proceed-

ings was relieved by a hearty laugh.

A Wise Ruling.

Rev. James Elliott, one of the leading

men of Methodism in Canada thirty years |

ago, was upon one occasion presiding at

| @& session of the old Wesleyan Conference,
when a number of technical points came
up for settlement. One brother was par-
ticularly trying to the presiding officer,
as he was continually bringing up knotty
questions, and calling for the ruling of
the chair. Finally, he passed the bounds
of the President's patience by introduc-
ing a matter of no importance whatever,
and shouting, over and over: “ Mr, Presi-
dent, I move that you rule.”

Mr. El
a moment, and then said:
I rule that you sit down.'
was accepted.

Well Answered.

A Roman Catholic priest, and a high-

“Well, then,
The ruling

church English clergyman, were walking |

A PROPOSITION

down the street together, some little time
ago, in the town of Barrie. Meeting the
Methodist pastor, who had recently come
to the place, the Anglican said, * Who is
that? "

“Oh, replied the priest,
new Methodist minister.”

* Minister! " said the other, “ he is no
minister.”

“Well no, I suppose not,” said the
priest. “If you bring the matter down
to a fine point, I am the only real min-
ister in town.”

“that is the

The Engineer’s Illustration.

At a certain church, a minister from a
neighboring town was invited to preach
the sermon. He proved to be a cold, ner-
vous speaker, and his discourse fell ter-
ribly flat. “What do you think of the
preacher?” asked one of the congrega-
tion, after the service was over. * Not
much,” candidly replied his friend, who
was an engineer on the local railway,
“He is trying to run his engine with
cold water.”

Faith and Works.

One day last week a Berkeley student
in one of Professor L. Dupont Syle's
classes, came into the recitation room
80 late that the English teacher made a
mild remonstrance at the extreme tardi-
ness of the young man.

“ Professor,” replied the young fellow
in exensing himself, “ my watch was slow.
I shall have no faith in it after this.”

“My dear fellow,” said Syle, * what

| you need is not faith, but works.”

We Wish all our Pcople Thought So.

While it is a zlnrloun thing to pay off
church debts, endow colleges, establish
schools, and build churches, it is even
more glorious to provide for the old
heroes who have made Methodism what

| it is.—Btylus, in Christian Advocate,

‘I move |

|
tt looked at him gravely for

mor!
| Endeavor fu

| C. W. COATES
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“THIS, TOO, SHALL PASS AWAY.”

Art thou in misery, brother? This [ say
Be comforted. Thy grief shall pass away.
Art thou elated?  Ah! Be not too gay,
Temper thy joy. This, too, shall pass

nwny.

Art thou in danger! Still let reason
sway,

And cling to hope  This, too, shall pass
away.

Tempted art thou! In all thine anguish
lay

One truth to heart. This, too, shall pass

away.
Do rays of laurelled glory round thee play ;
King-like art thou ! This, too shall pass
away.
Whate'er thou art, where'er thy footsteps
stray,
Heed Wisdom's voice
pass away.
— Paunl Hamilton Hayne.

All things must

The Bishops' Testimony. — The
Quadrennial Address of the Bishops of
the M. E. Church South says: * An in-
crensing spirituality is noticeable among
our young people whenever a serious effort
has been made to introduce and realize
League ideals. Thousands of young men
and women have, through its tutelage,
been led into active service and testi-
mony."

L]

Street Preaching.—Rev. C. A, Ea
ton, D.D., of Cleveland, formerly of To
ronto, helieves in taking the gospel to the
men who do not attend church, and has
been preaching on the streets of Cleve-
land to large crowds, who listen with
great attention. Why could not our Ep-
worth Leagues do a little street work
during the summer! There is certainly
seriptural warrant for evangelistic effort
of this kind, as we have been commanded
to “ go out into the highways.”

The Railroads and Temperance. —
The Burlington Railroad has issued a
new hook of rules for the government of
employees. It forbids the use of intoxi-
cants not only while on duty, but while
o duty. The paragraph bearing on this
point reads : * The use of intoxicants by
employees while on duty is prohibited.
Their habitual use or the frequenting of
places where they are sold is sufficient
cause for dismissal.” Heretofore this
system, like other roads, has enforced the
rule against the use of liquor while on
duty only against those who had anything
to do with the operation of trains. The
new regulation applies with equal force
to the employees of all departments, in-
cluding the track, bridge and building
departments, as well as the trainmnen.
The Burlington now go»s farther than any
previous rule in that it forbids the habit-

ual use of intoxicants or the frequenting
of places where liquors are sold while not
at work. Employees are also required to
pay their debts. *Any employee sub-
jecting the company to the service of a
garnishnent of his pay will be liable to
dismissal, and shall be held responsible
for all expenses incarred by the company
in connection therewith.”

H

Secret of Scottish History. —Sen-
ator Hoar, of Massachuscuts, in a feeling
eulogy of Robert Burni recently deliv-
ered to an audience of Scotchmen in Bos-
ton, said that the whole secret of Scottish
history, and of New England history also,
was to be found in that portion of the
“Cottes wtarday Night” where Burns
pictures the family worshipping its N
And he added, o race or nation will
ever be great, or will long maintain great-
ness, unless i

it hold fast to the faith in a
living God, in a beneficent Providence,
and in a personal immortality. To man,
every gift of noblest origin is breathed
upon by hope's perpetual bre ath, [am
not here to make an argument. T only
affirm a fact.”

The Colored Race.—The preachers,
teachers, and educational institutions
among the colored people are doing noble
work in trying to educate and civilize the
black man, and deserve great credit for
what has been done. Rev. H. B. Parks,
featernal delegate of the African M. E.
Church to the General Conference at
Dallas, stated this fact in the following
striking way: “ Michael Angelo never
toiled more faithfully with chisel upor his
rough marble slab, to carve the inimita-
ble picture that gave him fame and ve-
nown, than have the leaders of our Church
toiled to evolve men and women out of
the dense mass of ignorance and supersti-
tion left ud thirty-five years ago, when
Lee and Grant shook hands across the
bloody chasm.”

Let Us Guard Against This. —Rev.
Dr. Palmore, editor of the St. Louis Chris-
tian Advocate, in commenting on the
General Conference of the M E. Church
South, says: *“One fact in connection
with this and other General Conferences
has great!y impra«ﬁl,nml we may say also
greatly distressed us, and that is the great
amount of time that is wasted, or worse
than wasted, in scrambling for the floor
and in froquent unbrotherly contentions
as to points of order or of parliamentary
procedure. We hardly overstate the mat-
ter in saying that one who carefully con-
siders, either in reading or hearing, will
be apt to conclude that almost one-half
of the time is spent in this wearying form
of contention. Points of order are made
often when it would seem that no possible

principle is involved or g yod accomplished
unless to exploit the shrewdness of the
party Limself. Questions of privilege are
pleaded and used when it really seems
that nothing more is done than simply to
get before the public. We do not say
this is so, but that it really seems so to an
observer. And there is another striking
fact which even a stranger soon perceives,
and that is that comparatively few men
do most of the talking. Occasionally that
lonesome and modest individual known
in the daily as ‘a delegate’ gets the floor,
but for the most part it is pre empted and
oceupied by onlya few of the many really
great men of the body.”

L

A Factor of Great Strength. —Hon.
John L. Bates, Governor of Massachu
3 “The rapid growth of the
Epworth League, its complete organiza-
tion, its attraction for the young people,
and its efficient work, notwithstanding
its occasional assumptions, m ke it a fac-
tor of great strength. Tt is binding the
youth to the Church ; it is traiging him
in the performance of Christian duties ;
it makes his life sweeter and purer. The
need of such an agency has been great.”

setts, says @

H

All the World Neighbors.—What
a whispering gallery the world has be
come. Joshua Sandford, held fast in a
sixty foot well, by an avalanche of bricks
and sand, divided attention with Kin
Edward confined in Buckingham Palace,
by an attack of Perityphlitus. Fifty
years ago the man down the well would
not have been heard of outside the county
of Brant. But today the telegraph,
printing press and postoffice make the
people of the whole province neighbors.
Never was public sympathy so generous
or wide-reaching as today. A writer
has recently hinted that the increase
of nervous troubles is partly, at least,
due to the increased drain upon our
nervous energy caused by the fact that
the daily newspaper each morning lays
the world's sins and sorrows on the
hearts of sensitive people.

K

Be an ¢ lzzer.” —A trader tried to
sell one horse which had trotted fast and
another horse which was certain to trot
fast, but his prospective vietim said :
“T'm not buyin’ the horse that has trot
ted a fast clip or the other horse that's
goin’ to trot a fast clip. I'm buyin' a
horse that ean trot fast right here and
now. 1 don't want a ‘has-been’ or a
‘maybe’ T want an ‘iz " The
Epworth League canno live on its
record, nor on its prospects. Tt must be
doing something now to warrant its ex-
istence. The same is true of individuals.

Most people are going to do something
bye and bye, but the Church and the
world wants the “izzer.”
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THE GENERAL CONFERENCE CITY.

BY REV. T. E. MORDEN, R.A,

T"E session of the General Conference
in Winnipeg in September will

turn the thoughts and inquiries of
many readers throughout the Dominion
to that western capital. All Canadians
are familiar with the name of Winnipeg,
but those who see the city for the first
time, or after intervals of some years, in-
variably express surprise. They find a
better class of buildings, better streets,
more public im) ments of various
kinds, and grea 158 activity than
they expected t Former residents,
who have a lively recollection of streets
of tenacious mud, in which numerous
vehicles used to have wheels and axles
broken, can scarcely realize the change
to asphalt, macadam and cedar block
pavements, which now cover many miles

of roadway. Those who have carried

Institute, besides those of the public
edifices belonging to the city, and the
Provincial and Dominion Governments
Then to the list of the parks may be
added the grounds of the Winnipeg Agri-
cultural and Industrial Exhibition, to
which the growth of trees planted in an
open prairie tract a few years ago, is
rapidly giving a park-like appearance,
while its numerous buildings lend a pecu
liarity to the effect, adding to its interest
as a place of resort at other times than
during Exhibition week in July.

The Public School buildings of Winni
peg are not among the least of its attrac-

tions. One or two of these ten-roomed
solid brick buildings on stone founda-
tions, costing some 230,000 each, are
being erected every year, though scarcely
keeping pace with the rapidly multiplying
requirements : and there are now about a
dozen, having the latest improvements
in school architecture and equipment, be
sides those which have been doing service
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Lutherans and other Protestants, as well
as of the Roman Catholics.

Each of the three largest Protestant
denominations has, in afliliation with the
University of Manitoba, a college which
has sent its share of the six hundred stu-
dents to write in the recent annual ex-
aminations, while the Catholics have
their institution in St. Boniface, their
cathedral town, which is separated from
Winnipeg by only the Red River. ¢

An ir sting feature of church life
in Winnipeg is the number of congrega-
tions of various foreign nationalities.
Among the Icelanders, numbering per-
haps four thousand of the population, the
Lutherans have two churches; among
the Germans, two; Among the Swedes,
one. The Reformed Church has one, the
Baptists have one, and the Evangelical
Association has one among the Germans.
The Mission Friends have one, and the
Baptists one among the Scandinavians,
Besides these the Roman Catholies have a

WINNIPEG IN 1868, WHEN REV. GEORGE YOUNG FIRST ENTERED IT.

away mental pictures of a flat and tree-
less prairie distriet fail to recognize the
old streets in the present avenues with
their lines of trees, whose foliage shades
the sidewalks, and wide green boulevards
on each side between the walks and the
curbing, with rows of young trees in the
centre, the planting of nine miles of
which this season has just been completed
by the Parks’ Board.

Pleasure seekers, who used to lament
that there were no summer resorts around
this city, can now choose between trips
to parks, to the north, south, east and
west, and in the centre. There are
groves in which they may camp for their
holidays in the immediate suburbs, and
places of interest which they can reach
by street cars, bicycles or carriages; and
there are two rivers with facilities for
rowing or steam boating. In addition to
the parks there are spacious grounds
around the dozen and a half large educa-
tional buildings of the Public schools,
colleges, the University and the Collegiate

for some years, but have nét heen re-
placed by more modern structures,

Many former visitors and citizens who
have not forgotten the old complaint that
the drinking water of Winnipeg was bad,
generally making new comers sick, will
find it difficult to believe that this city
now excels most other cities in the qual-
ity of its water, ohtaining its supply from
a large covered artesian well, free from
all impurities and subjected ,to a soften-
ing process which renders it admirable
for all purposes.

Winnipeg has now a population of not
far from fifty thousand, but it has citi-
zens who would hardly be called old, who
were in business there when it was a vil-
lage of log houses. Then there were no
churches ; to-day the Methodists have
nine churches and inissions, the largest
of them with an audi room

large church for foreigners of the Ger-
man, Polish and Ruthenian nationalities,
with a staff of priests speaking their
various languages.

Winnipeg's newspapers have always
been remarkable for enterprise, expendi-
ture to secure the latest news from all the
world, extent of advertising business and
other features. For years there have been
three dailies, of which the Manitoba Free
Press, the oldest established, has been pub-
lished withont interruption for some
twenty-eight years. This city takes the
lead of all the cities in Canada as a pub-
lishing centre of newspapers and general
literature in the several foreign languages,
the Icelanders having two weeklies, the
(Germans one, and the Swedes one, all of
them of respectable size and appearance.

As a gateway city, Winnipeg is inter-

dating over two thousand worshippers ;
and the Preshyterians and Anglicans

‘each about the same number, besides

those of the Baptists, Congregationalists,

esting to stud: of ethnology from the
opportunities afforded by the constant
arrival of immigrants from many lands,
giving illustrations of the customs, modes
of dress, physical characteristics and men-
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tal peculis s of the inhabitants of the
far west, the remote east and the coun
tries lying between. This mingling of
nationalities presents a wost important
problem to Christian workers, one which

THE

vince, They should see far more than
Winnipeg ; they should visit as much of
Manitobn, the North-West Territories
and British Columbia as possible. They
should see the country, they should see

PORTAGE AVENUE, WINNIPEG.

will require much thought and prayer,
and the application of new methods, or
at any rate new applications of old
methods,

13 There are weighty reasons why the
General Conference should meet in Win-
nipeg this year. There are conditions in
Western Canada which the representative
ministers and laymen of Methodism ought
to see and study for themselves. They
can meet more of their western brethren

in and out of the Conference room, in
Winnipeg, and at many points to the
west, and north-west, between Lake Supe-
rior and the Pacific Ocean, than they
could meet in any eastern city or pro

the people. 1f they do this their journey
will be worth much more to them, to the
Methodist Church and to Canada than it
costs,  After seeing for themselves some
thing of the harvest which will then be
gathered in, of the soil in which it is
grown, and of the vast areas still un
touched by the plough, they will think, not
so much of what this country is, as of
what it is going tobe. They will see, not
so much the sixty-million bushels of grain
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facilities which will likely still be strug-
ling with problems beyond their capa-

city. To see is preliminary to understand-

ing, and understanding is the first essen
tial to meeting the requirements of
Methodism in these newer parts of the
Dominion on which its future power a:
usefulness in the extension of the Re
deemer’s Kingdom depends

Winnipeg, Man

THE OLD FORT.

NE of the most interesting sights in

; Winnipeg is the gateway of old
Fort Garry, which is all that re
\nains of the famous fortress. In speak
ing of Winnipeg in 1870, Lord Wolseley
aid: “Upper Fort Garry proper 1s a
rectanguls
vards by e

building about two hundred
hty-five in extent. The ori
vinal fort was built in 1840, and enlarged

10 its present size about 1850, 1t has a
stone wall about ten feet high, with cir-
cular bastions pierced for guns. It stands
at the angle formed by the junction of
the Assiniboine and Red Rivers ; thesite
is pretty, and commands a beautifu! view
Fort Garry
will ever be remembered as the scene of
the dastardly murder of Scott by the
rebel Riel, so vividly deseribed by Rev.
George Young, D.D., in his interesting
book, “ Manitoba Memories.”

The walls of the fort have all crumt led
away, and the tracks of the street rail way
now run right over the spot where poor
Scott lost his life Tt is to be hoped that
every effort will be made to preserve this

of the prairie on all sides

THE GATE OF OLD FORT GARRY, WINNIPEQ,

now produced, and the thousands of miles
of railway, whose equipment is insufficient
to haul it out, as the spectacle of a few
years hence, of ten times the quantity of
preducts and of ten times the hauling

interesting relic of the early days. Un-
like the old world, we have not much in
Canada in the way of ruins or antiquities,
and what we have should not ruthlessly
be destroyed.




230 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

WINNIPEG METHODISM

BY REV. A, W. KENNER, B.A.

N an account of Winnipeg Methodism
it is not necessary to say much of its
origin. The story of those early day

their hardships and triumphs, are fawi

large increase in the Sundav-schools
Since 1885 great activity has been dis
played, so that from three churches we
now have nine, with a prospect of two
wore in the very near future

I'o the general reader perhaps a better
understanding can be given by a short
glanceat the several churches. In August,

GRACE CHURCH, WINNIPEG

Where the General Cc

to most people from the writings of Rev
Geo. Young, D.D., who sought to found
here the Church that had been so success
ful in Eastern Canada. Nor has he
suffered disappointment, for the trinmphs
of our beloved Church have been in kee
ing with the progress of this new land
Winnipeg is the gateway of Western
Canada, and the home of a busy popula

tion which has come to settle in the Great
North-West. Through the city passes,
yearly, thousands of people of all nation
alities, and Methodism has had a great
responsibility thrust upon her to leok
after the interests of these people who
come for a little while, and then pass
on to make homes on the western prairie
Some years ago the “ All Peoples’ Mis
sion " was founded by a few earnest
Methodists, who were assisted by local
preachers, and the students of Wesley
College.  During these years the central
figure of the All Peoples’ Mission was
Mrs. J. Hughes, whose self sacrificing

devotion is worthy of being treasured by
the historians of Methodism, Lately this
work has been placed by the Conference
in charge of Rev. R. L. Morrison, M.D.,
and has bought the Maple Street Con

sgational church, which will place it in

a position to do more eflicient work.
Through the generous aid of the Woman's
Missionary Society, this church is prac
tically free from debt, and when properly
established in its now quarters will have
a Sunday-schoo! of  three  hundred
children, with the lesson taught in
four or five lunguages,

In the year 1885 three churches had
been established, with six hundred and
sixty-eight members, and a Sabbath
school enrolment of eleven hundred. 1In
1902 there are nearly two thousand five
hundred members, with a correspondingly

nference will be held

1887, Fort Rouge Church was formally
opened, although services hal been earried
on for some wonths by Messrs. Waddell
and Flint, local preachers of G

Church. The opening  services were
preached by Rev. Mr. Code, of Port
Arthur, and Rev. Charles Fish, of Toronto,
The site of this chureh s one of the most

REV. R. P, BOWLES, M.A, B.D,

Pastor Grace Church, Winnipeg.

attractive properties in this beautiful
antial portion of the city. Rev. W,
rmstrong, B.A, is now commencing
his fourth year's pastorate. The church
is flourishing in every department, having
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an energetic League of fifty members, a
Sunday-school of one hundred and fifty,
while the membership of the church is
also rapidly increasing.  One of the
strongest deprrtments of work is the
Ladies' Aid. Mrs. M. Bull is the Presi
dent and is well known as one of the most
aggressive ladies of Winnipeg Methodism.
The Board has recently commenced the
tion of a new parsonage, at a cost of
00.

McDougall Memorial Church is the
north end church of Winnipe, It has
a constituency rapidly growing in import
ance. The late Rev. Eunos Langford
was the first pastor. It has had a hard
struggle financially for some years, but
during the pastorate of Rev. A. Andrews
it has been able to raise a large part of its
indebtedness and has a very bright future.
Rev. A. E. Smith has been appointed to
this work, and with already an av
congregation of about threé hundred and
sixty, During the fifteen years of Its
existence the membership has averaged
one hundred and thirty-one

Young Church was commenced as a
Mission of Grace Church in 1893, and
Rev. Professor Riddell was its first pastor.
Since then Rev. W. A. Cooke, B A, Rev.

. Walker, have been its pastors, with
Rev. F. M. Wootten, now beginning his
second y

nge

w under most favorable circum
stances. Though never

v large church,
owing to a somewhat limited constituency,
this church has recently been enlarzed,
and already the enlargement is more than
filled. This part of the city is growing
rapidly and a new building may be needed
many months. ‘The Sunday-scho
now numbers one hundred and eigh

befors

r-five,
with & member=hip of one hundred and
sixty six. The very strong features of this
church work are that it is entirely free
from debt, has the second largest Junior
Leagve in Manitoba, and has a most en
ergetic branch of the W. M. S, of which
kson is President. Mrs Jackson is
orresponding Secretary of the Mani
nch of the W. M. 8, and is a
most spiritual leader of this part of the
church.

Wesley Church in its present location
was built in 1808 at a cost of 11,000,
during the pastorate of Rev. J. C. Walker.
It is now one of the finest of our city
churches and also has a rapidly growing
congregation. It is thought that a val
lery may have to be added to meet the
requirements.  In this church the spirit
ual life is marked, and has its eflect on
every department The weekly contri
butions have paid all expenses during
the past, while pews have been free. It
is noticed that a very large number of
young men attend the evening services,
and at the same time the Epworth Leagne
i< doing a good work in its own consti
tuency.

Zion has a membership of 425, an
increase of sixty-five during the year,
This congregation four years ago was in
financial distress, but tl ple  have
rallied round their energetic pastor, Rev,
H.Wigle, B.A., and have responded most
liberally and heartily to demands made,
so that at the present they are confidently
expecting to be able to build a more
commodious edifice shortly.  They have
during the year raised £9,000 for all pur-
poses and on a recent Sunday placed

toba

e
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upon the plates §1,000, of which no pre
vious announcement had been made.
Revival services were held during the
winter, the pastor being asisted by evan
gelist Ranton, of Toronto. During these
meetings the religious life of many was
quickened, and a large number  were
converted, many of whom were adherents
of other churehes The congregation will
average nearly 800, with a thriving Sun-
day-school and Epworth League as valu
able auxiliavies, One of the best evi
dences of spiritual life is the fact that the
pastor’s class has an average attendance
of sixty-five. Roev. Mr Wigle is veturn
ing for a fifth year with the hearty con-
currence of all his people, and a wmore
than usually prosperous year is looked
forward to.

Grace Church has been well named the
mother pf Methodism in Winnipeg, for
her local preachers have given loyal

| il
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membership.  The constituency of this
church has increased to such an extent in
the past couple of years shat before long
it will doubtless be divided.

Methodism in Winnipeg vealizes its
great work and its great future, and
is bending every energy to the as mplish-
ment of its God appointed ta Success

must surely crown its effort
Minto, Man

PAST GENERAL CONFERENCES.

AN our General Conference meets
during the month of September,
very brief synopsis of the Gene

Conferences which have been held since

organization may be of interest to many

of our readers

THE FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE

was held in the Metropolitan Church,

INTERIOR OF GRACE CHURCH, WINNIPEG,

work
was to be undertaken, ‘The Sunday-school
has an attendance of nearly eight hun
dred, and under the able superintendence
of Mr. J. A. M. Aikens, K.C., is making
pr No man in the west is more
favorably known than Mr. Aikens, and
his well known ability as a platform
speaker keeps him constantly in demand.
The Epworth League has a good attend-
ance and is furnishing a good training
school in Christian work.  The pastor,
Rev. R. P. Bowles, M A, B.D, isapplying
himself to the organization of the great
forces of this church.  Rev. W, E. W,
Seller, B.A., has been the able associate
pastor for the last two years Grace is
still the popular Methodist church of the
city, as is evidenced by its large Sunday
evening attendance, The strong and
earnest preaching of the pastor, with un-
tiring zeal in visitation, is having a notice-
able effect in the spiritual lite of the

-assistance whenever new mission

Pess,

Toronto, beginning September 16th, 1874
A srton Ryerson, D.D., was elected
ident, and Rev. D. D, Currie, Sec
As this was the first Conference
after the union of the Wesleyan and New
Connexion bodies, most of the time was
taken up with formulating a Constitution
and Discipline for the united Church.
The fraternal delezate from the British
Wesleyan Conference was Rev, G, Smith,
and from the M. E. Church, J Peck.

THE SECOND

NERAL CONFERENCE

Dorchester Street
Cliurch, Montreal, September fth, 1878,
Rev. Geo. Douglas, D.D., President ;
Rev. A. Sutherland, D.D., Secretary.

Ihe principal feature of this session
was a warm discussion on the class meet-
ing as a test of Church membership. No
change was made in the law. A new
hymn book was author d. Rev. Wm.
Briggs was elected Book Steward.

assembled in the
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Rev. Samuel Coly represented the
British Wesleyan Conference, and Rev.
Dr. Upham the M. E, Church

THE THIRD GENERAL CONFERENCE

was held in the Centenary Church, Ham-
ilton, September Gth, 188 v, 8. D.
Rice, D.D., was chosen President, and
Rev. A. Sutherland, D.D,, tary

At this Conference steps were taken to
bring about a union between the Metho
dist Chureh of Canada and the other
Methodist bodies. A basis of union was
ordered to be submitted to the quarterly
boards and Annual Conferences, which
provided for a G il Superintendency
and Lay representation in the Annual
Conferen

Rev. F. W. Briggs was fraternal dele
gate from the Wesleyan Conference, and
Rev. Dr. Studley from the M. E.
Church.

-

THE FOURTH GENERAL

CONFERENCE

met in the Tabernacle
Church, Belleville, Sept-
Hth, 1883, and
afterwards adjourned to
the Bridge St. Church.
Rev. Johin A. Williams
elected President,
and Rev, F, B. Stratton,
Secretar

ember

was

ry
The basis of union hav
ing been approved by 646
out of T4 quarterly
boards, the Conference
proceeded to construct a
Discipline and to re
adjust the work to meet
the new conditions

Rev. Albert Carman,
D.D., and Rev. 8. D.
Rice, D.D., were elected
General Superintendents

PHE FIFTI GENERAL CON™
FERENCF

was held in the Metro-
politan Church, onto,

1st, 1886
preceding

September

During  the
quadrennium Rev. John
A. Williams had
elected General Superin

heen

tendent, to succeed Rev,

< D. Rice, D.D., de-
wsed.

The ion at this Conference
was { ALio! After a pro-
longe was decided to bring
Vietori ity to Toronto and fede

rate it W ronto University. Bishop
Galloway, who was present, declared that
it was the most brillinnt debate to which
he had ever listened.

The fraternal delegates were: Rev. T.
Bowman Stephenson from the British
Conference, Rev. 1. W. Joyce from the
M. E. Church, and Bishop Galloway from
the M. E. Church, South.

THE SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE

was held in St. James Church, Montreal,
September 10th, 1890. Rev.S. F. Huestis
was elected Secretary.

At this Conference the Epworth League
was organized for Canada, and a Consti
tution formed.

Rev. Isaac Bingham was fraternal dele-
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gate from the M. E. Church, and Rev.
Dr. Sledd from the M. E. Church, South.

THE SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE

met in Queen’s Avenue Church, London,
September 6th, 1894, Rev. W. 1. Shaw
was elected Secretary

A warm debate took place on the offi-
cial title for our Young People’s Society.

REV. H. WIGLE, BA
Pastor Zion Church, Winnipeg

Tt was decided to call it “The Epworth
League,” allowing local societies the
privilege of taking the name Epworth
League of Christian Endeavor.”

The pastoral term was extended from
three to four or five yes in special
cases where the nec f the work
seemed to demand it,” and by a three
fourths vote of the quarterly board.

Important changes were made in the
Superannuation Fund.

Rev. A. O. Courtice was elected Editor
of the Christian Guardian.

This Conference authorized the appoint-
ment of a General Secretary of Sunday-
schools and Epworth Leagues,

The fraternal e tes were: Rev,
J. H. Potts, D.D, m the M. E.
Church ; Rev. Dr. Hoss fr m the M. E.
Chureh, South; Rev. H. Pope from

the Wesleyan Church.
THE EIGHTH GENERAL CONFERENCE

was held in the Metropolitan Church,
Toronto, September 1st, 1898, Rev, J.
8. Ross, D.D., was elected Secretary.

A prolonged discussion took place in
reference to eliminating the note in the
General Rules referring to amusements,
No change was made.

A Constitution and Course of Study
for Deaconesses was adopted.

The Twentieth Century Thanksgiving
Fund was inaugurated.

The social event of the Conference was
a banquet in the Pavilion under the
auspices of the Toronto Social Union.

Rev. Dr. Raymond represented the
M. E. Church as fraternal delegate ; Rev,
A. Coke Smith, D.D., the M. E. Church,
South, and Rev. John Bond the Wesleyan
Church.
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OUR HYMN BOOK.

BY "THE EDITOR.

HE revision of Church hymnals is a
subject that is attracting much
attention in several branches of

the Methodist family at present. Our
friends of the Methodist Episcopal Church
uave an important committee busily en-
gaged in compiling & new hymn book,
which will be considerably smaller than
the one now in use. In England, Wes-
ley's collection of hymns has been left
intact, and supplements added at differ-
ent times so that the book is now very
bulky, and badly arranged. There is
(|u1|0 an agitation for an entirely new
hymnal, although some of the older peo-
ple are simply horrified at the idea of
giving up any of the hymns written by
Charles or John Wesley.

Most of the hymnals are altogether too
large, and contain many hymns that are
seldom or never used. Our own hymn
book is no exception in this respect. In-
cluding the doxologies and chants at the
end, there are 960 hymns, a large num-
ber of which are never announced in any
of our churches. In the opinion of many,
a book of about 500 hymns would answer
the purpose equally well, and could be
sold at a much sinaller figure,

Fifteen years ago Mr. Richard Brown,

a prominent member of Sherbourne street
chureh, in this city, commenced to mark
all the hymns that were used in that
and has continued it faithfully
nce. That he has been a fairly
regular attendant may be judged by the
fact that he has heard 3,700 hymns an-
nounced during that period. With the
exception of oceasional visits to
England, he has seldom been absent
from the services of his own church
The result of his records is very
interesting and suggestive.

During these fifteen years ° 80
hymns have not been used at all in
Sherbourne Street church, 128 have
been used and 103 twice
Thus it will be seen that 511 of the
hymns of our book have been of
scarcely any service to this large
and representative congregation.
It cannot be said that these hymns
have been set aside hecause of their
peculiar metres, and the difficulty
of the tunes, as the choir of this
church is so efficient that no pastor
would be asked to change a hymn
because of the metre,

The following are the hymns that
have been used twenty times or
more during the fifteen years :

onee,

Rmk f \ es . 56 times,
The Videness in God's \Ier\") ok
All Ilml the Power of Jesus Name.. 43  **
Holy, Holy, Holy bdad G
Lead, Kindly Light ..
A Charge to Keep I Have
How Firm a Foundation
O Waorship the Kin,
Jesus Lover of M oul .. 3
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 28 ¢
My Faith Looks Up to Thee....... 28
Jesus Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

O Thon Who Camest from Aboy
Jesus the Name High Over All

Before Jehovah's Awful Ti
iven Ere the Sun Was Set ... ..
1 Need Thee, Precions Jesus .. “
Let Him to Whom We Now Belong "2 L
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Nearer, My God to Thee .. . . 22 times.
Now the Sowing and the Weeping. . 20
See How Great a Flame Aspires. m

Tt is somewhat remarkable that “ Holy,
Holy, Holy,” should have been given out
43 times, while “Come Thou \lmlgh!y
King,” a much finer hymn for opening a
service, has only been sung four times.
Thomas Olivers' agnificent hymn, “The
God of Abraham Praise " has only been
used once in the whole fifteen years.

Here are some of the hymns that
were not sung at all during this period :
3, 5 17, 19, 33, 39, 40, 49, b1,
56, 57, 59, hl,‘ , 89, 73, 78, 76, 17,
&3, 100, 114, 124, 148, 152, 164, 182,
199, 200, 224, 240, 244, 251, 2

Toward the end of the book there are
whole blocks of hymns that have never

been sung. From number 310 to 336
there are only three which have ever
been put up in the hymn board. From

332 no selections have been made.
From 665 to 677 only two were used, and
the same may be said of the hymns from
863 to 887, and from 907 to 918, From
929 to 960 not a single hymn has been
used.

These facts seem to indicate that we
have i large number of unsingable hymns
in our present collection. The book
would be greatly improved if about 450
hymns were eliminated, and fifty or sixty
modern ones added, thus making a vol-
ume of about 550 hymns. There are a
number of beautiful hymns in the Pres-
byterian Book of Praise and other recent
musical puhlln'ununs that we really ought
to have in our collection.

Here nre some of them :

“Let us with a gladsome mind.”

“The King of love my Shepherd

PARSONAGE OF ZION CHURCH, WINNIPEG.

“Jesus T am resting, resting.”

“Forward be our watchword.”

““ Brightly gleams our banner.”

“The radiant morn hath passed away.”

“The Son of God goes forth to war.”

“The Church’s one foundation.” § %

““Jesus Saviour pilot me.”

In our next issue we shall have some-
thing to say of Church tunes.

“Trurn, Duty, Valor,” is the motto of
our Royal Military College at Kingston.
Can anyone suggest a better motto to
guide and inspire our young people in
life’s warfare !
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METHODISTS AND PRESBY TERIANS.
and Presbyterians in

STHODIS
the North West seem to be about

equal in strength, judging from
the returns in the official reports, In
Manitoba and the Territories the Pres
byterians have 19,972 members, while
the Methodists have 19,083, In British
Columbia the figures are: Presbyterians
4,009, Methodists 4,293, These figures
are taken from the Methodist Minutes of
1901, and the Presbyterian Year Book of
1902, and do not include the membership
on the Indian Districts. With these taken
in, our Church would be 2,600 members
in advance in the whole country west
of Port Arthur. The census returns,
show the Presbyterians con
siderably ahead of any other denomina-
tion for Manitoba and the North-West.
This seems a little strange in view of the
Church reports being so nearly on a par.
The Presbyterians are an aggressive and
enterprising people, and as a rule conduct
their work fairly and honorably, without
proselyting. Our ministers and theirs
labor side by side in the greatest friendli
ness. [t seems a great pity, however,
that some means could not be adopted to
prevent denominational rivalry in small
places where one church would be more
than s&%icient to meet the spiritual needs
of the pedplg

sh
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A YOUNG WOMAN'S INFLUENCE.

BY REV. W. MOMULLEN, B.A

H‘\ﬁ‘ she any! She has, for good or

evil ; and it reaches far. No angel

in heaven can influence man as
woman can,

Upon what does that influence depend !
Itcannot be measured by length of tongue,
for great talkers are not eoften listened
to. It is not independent of, and yet is
not rightly gauged by, dress, for tailors’
dummies and dressmakers’ models are
usually woodep-headed. It does not
attach alone to beauty, for the attractive-
ness of beauty is weak compared with
that of cultured kindness. Brain power
is not a true index, for it, alone, inspires
awe rather than esteem, and creates ad-
mirers rather than disciples.

Influence depends on many things—
the subtle magnetism of kindness, the
persuasive force of a soft and gentle voice,
the witchery of smile and song and laugh,
and the thousand nameless things that
speak the lady. These are possible to all.
In thinking of your influence, worry not
over the powers God forgot to give, but
use His gifts. Find your sphere. The
lichen loves the rock, the trillium the
woods, the fern the mossy, shady nook ;
each has her sphers. So, sister, God
meant thee for some special nook. Find
it.

Some girls have no influence with girls,
because they keep all their smiles and
kind words for men. Don’t forget your
sisters. They need you. Your influence
should reach both men and women.

Don’t be too pliable. Duty never
bends, It seems natural for womanhood
to yield, and difficulty may often be
evaded by surrender, but only at the cost
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of influence ; for men have no respect for
a human eel.

Speak kindly, A censorous tongue is
a perpetual scourge, but kind words heal
wounds. Goodness is greater than smart
ness,

In your work for God you will often
blunder. Don't worry too much over

your blunders, but learn from them. Be
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A WAY THEY HAVE AT CON-
FERENCE.

ELDOM has there been a more hearty
and spontancous offering thun that
which Hamilton Conference gave

to St. James' Church after hearing the
statement of its pastor, Rev. J. W.
Graham.  No appeal for money was

made, and no im-

WESLEY CHUZCH, WINNIPEG.

cheerful. Brightness attracts. LKven the
fish follows the gleam of bright metal.
Solemnity is no sign of godliness. The
owl is no better than the robin.

Don't try to please everyone. It seems
hard for sixty to sympathize with sixteen,
and you will have some critics. Be your-
self, natural, modest, kind, earnest, godly.
Some will dub you slow, some declare you
fast ; but you have only one Master.
Please Him.

Try to forget yourself and remember
others. Be not anxious to know many
people, but to help those you do know.
Try not somuch to extend your influence
as to strengthen it.

Shun questionable company. Remem-
ber, wealth is no surety for character.
(ilded sin is not holiness, and the world
knows it. Keep good company or none.

Be sincere. Do not say all you mean,
but mean all you say. Perfection may be
impossible to men, but we can at least be
true.

Let dress and speech, song and prayer,
clasp of hand and glance of eye, be all
expressions of your sincere desire to please
your God and serve your brother. Leave
the rest to God.

Harrow, Ont.

mediate contribu
tion was expected
But had
Mr. Graham sat

scarcely

down when a stout,
wured dele
gate arose and said,
“Mr. President,
why not take a
subscription? 1
am one of the de
feated candidates
for General Con
ence. Had T been
elected  the  trip
would have costmy
wife and me £100,
1 will give that
much money to St.
James'” In the
rear of the church
another brother
*1, too,
would have gone,
liad T been sent
I give £100.”
Then, in a minute,
he added, “TI've
been talking to my
wife. Had we gone
to Winnipeg, we
would

od

arose,

have

gone
on to California,
I''l make mine

#£200." Then a
third man spoke
up: “The success-
ful candidates must
not be shamed by
the unsuccessful,
I'll give £100," A
fourth added: “The case of St. James’
has always appealed to me. Put me
down for £100.” A fifth said $50;
a  sixth , and their whole heath
was on fire. Before the secretaries
could prepare themselves, came a vol-
ley of twentyfives; faster than they
could be recorded came a fusilade of
tens, quickly followed by another of
fives. During a lull $1,925 was an-
nounced from the platform. * Make it
$2,000,” was the cry, and in less than
five minutes the amount rose to 2,060,

Such a subseription was twice blessed ;
it cheered the heart of St. James’ young
pastor, and it put the Conference in
excellent spirits. A District Chairman
said to a man beside him: “I was afraid
that we would get through the Conference
without a subscription.” Had a thing
so unprecedented happened, the brethren
would have felt themselves “clean dis-
graced.”

ofe

A millionaire ouce said to me: I
never got real happiness out of my money
until 1 began to do good with it.” Be
useful if you want to be cheerful. Al-
ways be lighting somebody’s torch and
that will shed its brightness on your own
pathway, too.—7'. L. Cuyler.
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“AS YE WOULD.”

1f 1 should see
A brother languishing in sore distress,
And I should turn and leave him com-

fortless,

When 1 might be
A messenger of hope and happiness—
How could T ask to have what I denied,
In my own hour of bitterness supplied 1

If T might share
A brother’s load along the dusty way,
And I should turn and walk alone that

day,
How could T dare
When in the evening watch I knelt to

pray—
To ask for help to bear my pain and loss,
If I had heeded not my brother’s cross !

If T might sing
A little song to cheer a fainting heart,
And 1 should seal my lips and sit apart,
‘When T might bring
A bit of sunshine for life’s ache and
smart—
How could T hope to have my grief re-
lieved,
1f T kept silent when my brother grieved 1

And so T know
That day is lost wherein T fail to lend
A helping hand to some wayfaring friend ;
But if it show
A burden lightened by the cheer I sent,
Then do I hold the golden hours well

spent.
And lay me down to sleep in sweet con-
tent.
—Edith V. Bradt, i London Chronicle.

A PROHIBITION TOWN.
ARTMOUTIH is a Nova Scotia town
of about six thousand inhabitants,
separated from the city of Halifax
by an arm of the sea, across which ferry
hoats constantly ply. It could scarcely
be more unfavorably situated for testing
the value of prohibition, as its proximity
to Halifax, where plenty of whiskey can
be obtained, causes it to be made the
dumping ground for much of the results
of the traflic. For nearly twenty years
this town has been under a prohibitory
liquor law, and the people consider it to
be a distinct advantage. There is not a
pool or billiard room in the place, and no
child in the schools has ever had to pass
an open saloon,

Dr. Frank Woodbury, a prominent
citizen of Dartmouth, says :  Prohibition
has changed our town from being a dis-
orderly and deunken place to one of the
quietest and most prosperous in Nova
Scotia. There are many families living
in comfort to-day because the husband
does not have to pass a saloon in going
to or from work, The boys on the streets
in the evenings have no temptations to
linger around the saloons, because there
are none. This is not a Scott Act county,
but is under the Provincial License Act,
which allows a saloon wherever enough
ratepayers petition for it. Numbers of
attempts have been made, but with uni-
form failure.”

THE CANADIAN

FRATERNAL DELEGATES.

'OR many years our Church has ob-
served the pleasant custom of re-
ceiving fraternal delegations from

other branches of the Methodist family,
and sending some of our best men to
carry back our expressions of good will.
In another part of this paper will be
found the names of the distinguished
men who have from time to time ap-
peared before our General Conference in
the capacity of fraternal del This
year the British Wesleyan Conference is
to be represented by one of their ex-Pre-
sidents, Rev. Wolford Green, who is in
charge of one of the London Districts,
and is Treasurer of the Wesleyan Super-
annuation Fund. He has the distinetion
of being the wealthiest Methodist preach-
erin England. The Methodist Episco-
pal Church of the United States is send-
ing to us Rev. Luther B. Wilson, pastor
of the Foundry M. E. Church, Washing-
ton, D.C. He is said to be a man of
culture, spirituality, and of beautiful
spirit, who will no doubt worthily repre-
sent his Church.

The M. E. Church South has appointed
Rev. W. P. Murrah, D.D., President of
Millsaps College, Jacksonville, Mo., as

LUTHER 8. WILSON, 0.0

their spokesman.  He is regarded as one
of the leading men of the Southern
Church.

These honored brethren may count on
a very cordial reception when they ap-
pear in Winnipeg.

THE MAN WHO LOOKS FOR GOOD.

BY ELLJAH P. BROWN, D.D.

HA\'E you ever seen him? Do you
know him ! If not, I want to tell
you that he is u good man to know.

I met him on the train one day when
everyone 1 had talked with for hours
seemed to have been a born pessimist.
He came along smiling in such a pleasant
way that I was glad to share my seat
with him,

There was a baby just across the way
that had been crying and fretting for an
hour, and although T had been much dis-
turbed over it, my new acquaintance did
not appear to notice it at all, but he pres-
ently asked me if I noticed how patient
the mother was. T could see it very
plainly then, but T had failed to observe
it before.

The brakeman called out the stations
s0 indistinetly that no one could tell what
he said, but the optimist beside me re-
marked that he had a very pleasant voice.

EPWORTH ERA
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The newsboy talked through his noge in
a way that made me glad when he was
gone, but the man who looked for good
discovered at once that his hands were
clean. I had not noticed that.

A young woman in front of us put up
the window, and I was made very uneasy
about the dust and cinders. My close
observer noted the girl's pale face, and
fearing she was ill, hoped the fresh air
would do her good. Strange, but I
hadn’t thought of that.

After a number of things of this kind
had happened, I turned to the man and
said :

“You seem to see good everywhere " ;
and he replied :

“Well, why shouldn’t I? The world
is full of it, and it is hard to miss it.”

“Were you born that way!” I ven-
tured to ask.

*Oh, no,” he returned. “T'll tell you
how it was. I used to be just the other
way. In fact, I looked for bad every-
where, and I always found it, too. I was
like a man I knew when I was a boy, who
made a business of looking fur thorns, and
it was astonishing how many he could
find. He wanted them for something or
other for some kind of a factory, but his
constant search for thorns made him blind
to about everything else. It just seemed
as if he couldn’t see any other kind of a
tree, and as for fruit and flovyrs and sun-
shine and so on, he was as blind as a bat.

*Well, there was a time when I was
just like that thorn hunter. I couldn't
see the good at all, but oh ! how easy it
was to see the bad. One day I said to
myself, * This way of living is foolishness.
I've had enough of it, and it's got to stop.”
I determined that I would quit looking
for things that made me feel cross and
surly and see if I couldn’t find something
that would make me feel more like living.
And so T turned over a new leaf and
started right then and there to look for

“The day happened to be Sunday,and T
went to church. The preacher roared in
a way that was deafening, and there was
nothing worth while in his sermon : and
yet T was able to find more than a dozen
things about the man and his preaching
that were commendable. In the first
place, his necktie was faultless and his coat
fitted him perfectly. His pronunciation
was good and his speech was grammatical.
His gestures were graceful and he stood
squarely on his feet and didn't run his
shoes down at the heel. I would rather
see & preacher a little weak in his theol-
ogy than in his ankle bones, anyhow. His
theology will come all right in time, but
his fect never will,

“The choir sang wretchedly that morn-
ing, but T had gone to church to look for
good, and T had to see that there were
some very good-looking people among the
singers. The girl who sang the solo
seemed to have neither life nor music in
her,but herdress was very becoming. There
was a woman in the next pew to me who
had a very coarse look, but she had very
pretty buttons on her jacket.

| [{n the next room to mine at the hotel
that night was a man who snored like a
sawmill, but in a few minutes I was able
to note that his time and tone were both
very good, for snoring.  As an unstudied
effort it was certainly very fine. - In spots
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it was as full of expression and surprises
as any of Wagner's music. As I fell
asleep I was more than half wishing that
I could snore as well.

“ When 1 arose in the morning I was
struck with the thought that my dreams
had been pleasant, a very unusual thing
with me, and I was fairly well satisfied
with my start in looking for good. T was
encouraged to try to make a good start on
my second day, but when I looked into
the washpitcher I had a very close call,
for it was nearly empty. I whistled and
looked out of the window, and the pros
pect from there was very fine. It was

crape on the door, and I know 1 felt
worse than I looked, but now it is almost
as different as being in a new world.
Take my advice, friend, and go to looking
for good everywhere, and you will beaston-
ished at how easy it is to find it.
by.”

And the man picked up his own big
grip and the heavy telescope belonging to
the patient woman with the cross baby,
and made his way out of the car, for the
train had stopped at his station,

The last 1 saw of him he was talking
like an old friend to a man with a balky
mule. - Northwestern Advocate,

Good
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charming, indeed. 1 couldn't remember
that I had ever seen a finer view from a
hotel window anywhere. When I paid
my bill it struck me as being large, but
the hands of the clerk who took my money
were very small and shapely withal.

2% And so I went on, day after day,”
continned my optimist, “making a con-
stant and earnest effort to see only the
good, and, although my daily routine was
much the same as it had been, I was gen-
erally able to find a bright spot some-
where, Of course it wasn’t all sliding
down hill, but it's becoming more and
more that way the longer I try it. The
more I look for good the easier it is to
find it and the less temptation I have to
look for bad. In fact, it is getting to be
almost second nature for me to look for
good, and I wouldn't go back to the old
way now for anything. T used to have a
face as long as a sermon and as sober as

A SILLY CRITICISM.

HE silly criticism about ministers'
sons €0 ofien going astray, heard
ad nanseom, and repeated as often

as heard, finds contradiction at the hande
of foreign authors, as well as English
and American. - De Candolle, the emi
nent Swiss physicist, says that the supe
riority of Protestant nations is explained
by the fact that clergymen’s sons are
brought up under influences favorable to
a high moral and scientific culture. A
German pastor says that in Germany the
Protestant parsonage has become a
national blessing. There the number of
eminent men whose fathers were minis-
ters is remarkably great—the philosopher,
Schelling ; the botanist, Lime; the hi
torians, Jon von Muller, Spittler, Heeren,
Mommsen, ete, the poets, Gottsched,
Bodmer, Gellert, Wieland, Lessing,

?i—
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Sturm, Gerok,
Geibel, ete.

Buerger, Boie, Hoelty,
Other distinguished names
are Hippel, Lichtenberg, Jean Paul, the
Schlegel brothers, ete.  These supersti
tions about ministers’ sons, the unlucki
ness of Friday, the hoodoos and mascots,

and a host of others, will probably never
be “rele
even if nobody really believes in them
Nashville Advocate

ted to inocuous desuetude,”

UNDERSTOOD THE ILLUSTRATION.
CHRISTIAN worker, at a railroad
Y.M.C.A. meeting, was trying to

explain to a simpleminded bag
gageman the fact that Jesus had to be a
man,and pass through human experiences,
thus preparing Him to understand and
help the tempted and the tried. He
illustrated it thus
“ Why, you see, ! ate, it's this way. If
some official of the railroad who had got
his place by a pull and didn’t know any
thing about how things were actually
the should begin to
issue orders, he would probably get all
mixed up, but when some fellow who has
worked his way up from the ranks gets a

done out on road

high place he knows what can be done
to do it. Tt's just that way
He was tempted just as we
are, and suffered just as we do, and so
He is exalted to the chief
place in heaven he knows how to help us
and He never gives any
ean’t carry out.”

There was silence for

and how
with Jesus

now when

orders that we

a moment, and
the old baggageman was thinking deeply.
way to talk
was the Bible put in the terms of his
ordinary life. The truth was within his

It was a new religion, It

reach

wOh, ves, I see it now. Hg com
MENCED TO WORK ON THE SECTION, DIDN'T
He!”

CHRISTIANITY AIDS SUCCESS.
“ AN a Man Succeed in
He His

Christian Principle

Business if
Business on
Yes—he
can sucee The Bible
agrees with common experience in teach
ing that the chances of success in husi

Conducts

1 in no other way.

ness are not decreased, but largely in
creased, if a man carries his religion into
his business—-and his aceumulations are
apt to stay in the family longer. Integ
rity has a commercial value. A man who
has a reputation of being an honest man
and a true Christian has a better chance
of getting on his feet again when he falls
down, wding to
Bible rules will be temperate, frugal,
prompt, energetic, ** diligent in husine o
He will not speculate with other people’s
money, nor use his own in gambling and
dissipation. He will be free from the
“moral eracks ” throngh which so many
fortunes leak away. He will be cour-
teous and considerate of those whom he
employs, or will attend to his employer’s
interests as if they were his own. The
fact is, as somebody has said, *God Al
mighty has fixed things in this world so
that it pays to doright.” Righteousness
has the promise of the life that now is as
well as of that which is to come.— Rev.

C. M. Oobern, D.D.

The man who lives ac
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a2 § The Saloon Must

Go! %.at

Progress Made.

Harper's Weekly finds that under a
regime of local option applied to towns
or counties, much more has been accom-
plished in the way of prohibition legisla-
tion than most people are aware of. The
whole of Georgia is under state prohibition
or local option laws, with the exception
of four cities; South Dakota, with the
exception of a few cities and towns ;
South Carolina, with the exception of ten
cities ; and Towa, with the exception of
twenty-five cities,. In Montana only a
few counties have adopted local option or
prohibition in any form ; but in most of
the other states there is a goodly array
of towns, counties and cities which have
decided to reform themselves comcerning
strong drink. In New York Btate there
are 700 cities and towns that have thus
drawn the strict line of abolishing the
sale of spirituous drink, and in Massa-
chusetts, out of 353 towns and cities,
263 have fallen in line, Illinois has to
her credit 650 cities and towns enjoying
local option laws ; Ohio, 500 ; Michigan,
400; Wisconsin, 300; Nebraska, 250 ;
Minnesota, 400 ; New Jersey, 200.

Do Saloons Help a Town?

At a mass meeting of the citizens of
Lebanon, Tenn., recently, the question of
the financial effect of removing the saloons
was carefully canvassed. At the time,
Hon. Robinson McMillan, a prominent
lawyer, declared that he had interviewed
the merchants of the town, and that all
classes of business reported an increase in
trade of from 25 to 47} per cent. siuce
the saloons were abolished. Real estate
has gained in value 20 per cent., and fifty
more new houses are being built this
year. The mayor had been seen, and
had said that the cases tried before him
had been only one-third as many as
before the closing of the saloons. Facts
are stubborn things, as the saloonist,
who declares that liquor selling makes
trade for towns, is likely to discover,

Gambling and Driok,

Hearst's Chicago American is not a
religious paper, but is generally regarded
as a sensational journal, What it has to
say on the liquor question is therefore
worthy of special note. In a recent issue
it had a doubleleaded article in large
type, on the editorial page, on the evils
of intemperance, from which we quote
the following :

“Of suicides, at least ninety-nine aut of
a hundred result from excessive drinking.

The hindredth case very often is that
of some miserable woman driven to sui-
cide by poverty and abuse—too much
whiskey drinking by some man usually
causes the poverty and abuse.

When you see a lot of young men gam-
bling away their money, sleep, future and
honor, you find that they are drinking.

If one of them is not drinking, he is a
sharp-eyed, clear-headed swindler engaged
in robbing the others.

That swindler among gamblers knows
better than anybody else that his ablest
ally, his most cunning assistant, is alcohol.

In every prosperous gambling house in
America the players get all they want to
drink for nothing.

Champagne, whiskey, brandy, are
offered freely to all who come, whether
they play for big or little stakes.

Many a man ruined by gambling has
been made a gambler and captured for
life by the drink offered to him at the
door just as he had made up his mind
not to gamble, or to stop gambling and
go home.

A young man made notorious through
inherited money recently, squandered a
large fortune at gambling in one night.
His friends could only say for him by
way of excuse, that he drank too much.

It will be admitted by the sober man
and by the drunkard—especially by the
drunkard—that whiskey adds strength
to every vice, to every harmful inclina-
tion. At the same time it weakens every
good resolution, every one of the forces
that work within us for our betterment,

These editorials on whiskey drinking
are not written especially for the man
who by actual experience knows the re-
sults of excessive drinking. They are
written in the hope that they may pro-
mote serious thinking among men whose
habits are not yet formed, that they may
awaken a keen sense of responsibility
among those who have young men in
charge.”

The Moderate Drinker.

To-day let us briefly discuss the case of
the so-called “ moderate ” whiskey drink-

ers.
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He suffers physically the next day, then
drinks again, and so on until the end,
The * moderate ” drinker struggles con-
stantly with himself. If he is an intelli-
gent man he constantly mistrusts himself
and fears his growing inclination. If he
has the power of self-examination he
knows how much his success is hurt by
his drinking ; he knows how much harm
it does to those who blindly rely upon his
statements of his moderation. He knows
what a lie the talk of moderation is.
The hard drinker goes to destruction ;
he travels quickly over his hideous jour-

ney.

The so-called *moderate ” drinker
struggles and deceives himself more or
less. Sometimes, if he is fortunate and
not overdriven by cares and failures, he
gets throngh life in more or less respect-
able fashion. More often he fills up the

lace of some confirmed drunkard who
ﬁu gone to his grave by one of the whis-
key routes.

}l,‘he drinker who foolishly talks, at
home and abroad, of his “moderate”
drinking and its harmless character, is
among the most harmful of men. During
his brief period of life he makes whiskey
respectable. He is the recruiting ser-
geant who adds to the army of drunkards.
—Chicago American.

An Effective Lesson.

A drunkard in New Orleans recently
was saved from eontinuing his career of
dissipation in a peculiar manner. The
young man in question was of a fine fam-
ily, and had splendid gifts, but was going
down as fast as it was possible for a man
to go through strong drink. His friends
had pleaded with him, but he had taken
their warnings as an insult, One day
one of them, who was a court stenog-
rapher, determined to try a new tack
with him. e was sitting at a restaur-
ant one evening when the young man in
question came in with a companion,
taking the table next to him, and sitting
down with his back to him and not see-
ing him, He was just drunk enough to
be talkati

Of “moderate” whiskey drinkers at
least half are struggling against the
ion to drink ively. Of the

moderate whiskey drinkers, of those who
pride themselves on their self-restraint, a
great many do drink to excess occasion-
ally, and every time they make this mis-
take their moderation diminishes and
their self-control is weakened.

There is no sadder drinker than the
miscalled “moderate” whiskey drinker.

He takes a drink, then tekes another,
then uses up his best energies and strength
of will in the attempt to keep from taking
a third. He was, technically a * moder-
ate” drinker last year and considers
himself a “moderate ” drinker this year.
But what he takes to-day he would have
looked upon with horror a year or two
ago.

The ‘““moderate” drinker, gradually
drifting towards excess, suffers more
keenly even than the confirmed drunkard.

The drunkard takes his heavy dose of
alcoholic poison. He wipes out utterly
his self-respect, his strength of will, every
desire to be's decent man. While the
aleohol lasts his moral sufferings are over.

about his private affairs, and
on the impulse of the moment the stenog-
rapher pulled out his note-book and took
a full shorthand report of every word he
said. Tt was the usual maudlin folly of
a young man with his brain muddled by
drink, and included a number of highly
candid details of the daily life—things
which, when he was sober, he would as
soon have thought of putting his hand in
the fire as of speaking about to a casual
acquaintance, The next morning the
stenographer copied the whole thing
neatly and sent it round to his office,
In less than ten minutes he came tearing
in with : “What is this, anyhow 1”7 “It's
a stenographic report of your monologue
at the restaurant last evening,” his friend
replied, and gave him a brief explanation,
@ Bid T really talk like that?” he asked,
faintly. “I agsure you it is an absolute
verbatim report,” was the reply. He
turned pale and walked out. He never
drank another drop. There are many
men who would cease, not only the sin of
drunkenness, but other sins as well, if
they coald see themselves as other people
see thew.




Avgust, 190213

The Love of God.

God’s boundless Love and arching sky
Above us when we wake or sleep,
Above us when we smile or weep,

Above us when we live or die.

God’s tireless Love ! Beside the cot
Of her sick child the mother sleeps,
The Heavenly Father ever keeps

Unweary watch—He slumbers not.

God's patient Love ! Misunderstood
By hearts that suffer in the night.
Doubted —yet waiting till heaven’s
light
Shall show how all things work for good.

God’s mighty Love ! On Calvary’s height,
Suffering to save us from our sin,
To bring the heavenly kingdom in,
And fill our lives with joy and light.

God’s changeless Love !
one
Forsakes, forgets, dishonors; yet,
Repenting, going home, is met
With no reproach—* Welcome, my son!”

God’s endless Love ! What will it be
When earthly shadows flee away,
For all Eternity’s bright day,

The unfolding of that Love to see!

—Maltbie D, Babeock.

The wandering

Influencz of Prayer.

Dean Farrar tells us that his mother’s
habit was, every morning immediately
after breakfast, to withdraw for an hour
to her own room and to spend the hour
in reading the Bible and other devotional
books, and in meditation and prayer.
From that hour, as from a pure fountain,
she drew the,strength and sweetness
which enabled her to fulfil all her duties
and to remain unruffled by the worries
and pettishness which are often the
intolerable trials of narrow neighbors.
He says he never saw her temper dis-
turbed, nor heard her speak one word of
anger or calumny or idle gossip, nor saw
in her any sign or any sentiment unbe-
coming to a Christian soul. Her life
was very strong, pure, rich, and full of
blessing and healing. And he says it
was all due to the daily morning hour
spent with God in the place of prayer.

God Knows B_cst.

My life is not what I would have
chosen. T often long for quiet, for read-
ing, and for thought. It seems to me to

. be a very paradise to be able to read, to
think, go into deep things, gather the
gorious riches of intellectual culture.

od has forbidden it in His providence.
1 must spend hours in receiving people to
speak to me about all manner of trifles ;
must reply to letters about nothéng;
mast engage in public work on every-
thing; employ my life on what seenss
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uncongenial, vanishing, temporary waste.
Yet God knows me better than T know
myself. He knows my gifts, my powers,
my failings, and weaknesses, what I can
do and what I cannot do. 8o I desire to
be led, and not to lead—to follow Him.
I am quite sure that He has thus enabled
me to do a great deal more, in what
seemed to be almost a waste of life, in
advancing His kingdom, than I would
have done in any other way. 1 am sure
of that.—Norman MeLeod.

“Do You Pray?”

A writer to the Congregationalist tells
the following : What a lesson it holds for
those of us who are striving to help our
little brothers and sisters to know the
joy of God's love, but too often take a
roundabout way in doing it !

The minister had come to my father’s
—a mile and more from the town—to
hold an evening meeting. He sat before
the open kitchen fire in an old armchair,
used only when a meeting was held in
the house. It was the first remembrance
I had of him. He drew me to him, and
after a few slow, gentle words, in a low,
serious voice, said, “Do you pray!” It
was fourscore years ago this last winter ;
but where he sat, the words and tone he
used, are to me as of yesterday. And
though I have lived to hear from him my
ordination charge and to make a memorial
tribute at his funeral in the sixty-fourth
year of his ministry, that three-word ques-
tion and the answer given tarry in the
memory as making a crisis in my soul’s
life.

The question sought for the main fact
of spiritual life, and the answer given
made the first avowed confession of that
life. Very faint the pulses, but after all
these years the distinet conviction is
that a new life in the soul began with
that question and the reply toit. It
declared a daily duty, which, since that
day, with but one short interval in boy-
hood, has never ceased. The scene, the
question and answer by the minister’s
chair are to memory the beginning of a
Christian life, if ever truly begun.

A Ready Reception.

F. B. Meyer once said that too many
Christians are in the habit of telephoning
to heaven for a cargo of blessings and
then not being on hand to receive them
when they come.

We ask God to fill our hearts, and then
either forget to empty them of their
worldly contents, or leave them closed
altogether. We ask Him to bless our
efforts in certain fields, and then neglect
to make the effort ourselves.

If & great benefactor sends out a mani-
festo, that he will give out bread at a cer-
tain time and place to all who come pre-

to receive it, he naturally takes it
for granted that those who do not come
for it do not want it.

Too many of us expect God to come to
our very doors, and, in some eases, force
an entrance, that He may load us with
needed blessings, and yet He has promised
to do nosuch thing, He has declared that
He stands at the door of the heart and
knocks, but He enters only when we open
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the door and make room for Him. We
are not in condition to receive the eargo
of blessings until we are ready to comply
with the conditions on which they have
been promised.

Our Spiritual Coupons.

Perhaps the inost gross neglect on the
part of Christians to-day is the failure to
clip our spiritual coupons.  Unlike those
of earth, these are worthless in less than
thirty days after maturity ; they are pay-
able only at the office of present oppor-
tunity ; they are cancelled the moment
the office is closed, and the office closes
every day with many coupons unredeemed.
By prayer, by Bible study, by devotion.
by struggle, by building the life four-
square, do we adminster the trust in our
own lives ; and only thus. To get Christ’s
work into our hearts is to get our
hearts into Christ’s work. The compound
interest of heaven is paid to those alone
who keep the trust by administering it
to themselves daily, hourly. Christians
who, careless of their trust, pass their
dividends, never possess them. Theirs is
an unjewelled crown.—Rev. Nehemiak
Boynton, D.D,

“ Resisting Power.”

Doctors tell us, in these days of germs
and toxins, that the thing that counts
most in a case is the “resisting power”
of the patient. Some men or women can
pass through an epidemic, or even be
inoculated with its peculiar poison germs,
and yet shake off infection, unharmed.
Others, apparently just as healthy, suc-
cuinb to the first contact with disease,
and sink under it in spite of the best
nursing. “ Resisting power” is an
individual affair, and many surprises
come to doctor and nurse as the frail-
looking patient pulls through and the
robust-seeming one dies. Medicines can
only aid the “resisting power”; they
can never take its place. It determines,
in the end, life or death in every case. Is
there not a moral parable here! Is not
the important thing in every soul its
“resisting power”! Every soul must
fight out its battle alone. Advice, help,
sympathy, are all outside things. Our
struggle with moral sin is our own
struggle, and the wisest teacher, the ten-
derest mother or friend, is powerless to
fight it for us. 1In the last analysis, our
¢ resisting power” is the thing that set-
tles moral life or death for us. How much
of it have we! Are we strengthening
our souls daily to resist evil? Are we
determined to resist it, always, to the
uttermost ! If not, when the temptation
comes, with its subtle infection, it will
find in us its easiest victim, and destroy
us at its will.

Guard Your Thoﬁghts.

Says Ruskin: “ What fairy palaces we
may build of beautiful thoughts, proof
against all adversity, bright fancies, sat-
isfied memories, noble histories, faithful
sayings ; treasure houses of precious and
sestful thoughts, which care cannot dis-
turb nor pain ake gloamy, nor poverty
take away from us—houses built without
hands, for our souls to live in!”
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Co-Workers With God.

The day is long, and the day is hard,

We are tired of the march and of keeping
guard ;

Tired of the sense of a fight to be won,

Of days to live through and of work to
be done ;

Tired of ourselves and of being alone.

Yet all the while, did we only see,

We walk in the Lord’s own company.

We fight, but 'tis He who nerves our
arm ;

He turns the arrows that else might
harm,

And out of the storm He brings a calm ;

And the work that we count so hard to do,

He makes it easy, for He works, too ;

And the days that seem long to live are

His,
A bit of His bright eternities ;
And close to our need His helping is.
S lected.

Zeal and Knowledge. Some one
says that “religious zeal without know-
ledge is like a man trying to walk rapidly
in the dark.” To our mind, however,
such a case is not half so discouraging as
that of him who has the knowledge, but
no zeal.  In the former instance, put a
lantern into a man’s hand, and he
straightway becomes a power for goc
but the man who, with the open way
before him, lies down in broad daylight
and peacefully sleeps is a much more
difficult case. - Lookout.

T

Enthusiasm. - -There are some reli-
gious teachers who are always preaching
down enthusiasm, and preaching what
they call “a sober standard of feeling ”
in matters of religion, by which in nine
cases out of ten, they mean precisely
such a tepid condition as is described in
much less polite language, when the voice
from heaven says, ‘* Because thou art
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out
of my mouth.”  That is the real meaning
of the “sobriety " that some people are
always desiring yon to cultivate, I
should have thought the last piece of
furniture which any Christian Church in
the twentieth century needed was a re-
frigerator. A poker and a pair of bel-
lows would be much more needful for
them.—Dr. A. MeLaren.

LR R O

Volunteer Workers.—Rev  Charles
M. Sheldon suggests that young people
ean help the Church by being volunteers
for service. In the great majority of
churches it is a very rare thing for any-
one, old or young, to go to the pastor and
volunteer his services. In many of the
churches, where ministers have heen
laboring faithfully for many years, they
have been continually in the attitude of
beggars, beseeching their people to do
things, asking this one and that one to
teach in the Sunday-school, praying their
people to rally round the public service,
asking as a favor that this or that be
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done in needy places. It would cause
almost universal astonishment if on some
Sunday morning half a dozen prominent
men, old or young, in the church, should
meet their pastor as he came into the
church and volunteer to be at his service
for a whole week in ways that he might
mark out. Many ministers would almost
faint away before the preaching ser
if they were met by such a delegation,
but the church couid afford to run the
risk in order fo inspire him with a cour-
age and an eloquence which such volun-
teer service would give him, more than
any other one thing,
e

Worthy Discontent. —Every single
day should be to you a day of royal dis-
content. You never thought as well as
you ought to think. You never meant
as highly as you ought to mean. You
never planned as nobly as you ought to
plan,  You never executed as well as
you ought to execute. Over the produc-
tion of the scholar, over the canvas of
the artist, over ths task of the landscape
gardener, over tue pruner's knife, there
ought to hover perpetually his blessed
ideal, telling him, * Your work is poor—
it should be better,” so that every day
he should lift himself higher and higher,
with an everlasting pursuit of hope
which shall only end in perfection when
he reaches the land beyond.—/. W.
Beecher

> EE e

Activity a Blessing. — We may over-
come depression by duty. It is a blessed
thing to bhave something to do. Some
disaster overtakes us, or a great sorrow
swoops down on our spirit, and it seems
as though life can have nothing in store
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that is desirable. But life still has its
wants, it still has its humble duties, and
we take them up, almost mechanically at
first, but before long we find that lhs\'
are medicinal, Thank God for uunleung
to do! The dvpremnon of an active
spirit frequently arises from enforced
idleness. It was after John the Baptist
was shut up in prison that he sent his
disciples to say to Jesus, “ Art thou he
that should come, or do we look for
unother !”  Jesus did not reproach the
prophet of the wilderness for asking such
a question.  His forerunner had not lost
his faith, but his active spirit was de-
pressed by confinement within the black
wall of the mountain fortress of Machwrus.
— Addvance.
R

Power versus Influence.  Power is
needed that influences may be effective.
Influence is man at work. Power is God
at work, The power promised by Christ
was nothing less than God the Holy
Spirit, not an influence emanating from
God. Faith in: Christ as the Lamb of
God, saves ; faith in the Holy Spirit em
powers,  There are many saved people
who have no power because, like the dis-
ciples of Ephesus, they hardly know that
there is a Holy Sy The Holy Spirit
s all the time with us, waiting to be
called upon.  The Christian who ignores
His presence while he puts his faith in
influences will have his reward. He will
receive what influences can do for him,
which is very little. But the Christian
who, relying upon the Lamb of God for
salvation, depends upon the Holy Spirit
for power, will receive what God can do
for him, and that is always worth while.
—A. C. Dixon, D.D.

MR. G. H. WOO0D.

NE of the most active workers in
O the Epworth League ranks, in
Toronto, for the past few
years, is Mr. G. H. Wood. We can-
not tell our readers when or where
he was born, or supply any incidents

Prominent League Workers.

connected with his life, as the sub-
jeet of our sketch has failed to let us
have any information. He is an ex-
ceedingly modest and unassuming
man, but is held in high esteem by
all who know him, for his work's sake.

Mr. Wood is a member of Yonge
Street Church, Toronto, where he is
a class-leader, and has been president
of the local League. He has also
been treasurer and president of the
Toronto Central District ; president
of the Toronto City Union, and for
two years president of the Toronto
Conference Epworth League. At
present he represents the Toronto
Conference on the General Epworth
League Board. It will thus be seen
that he has occupied almost every
office within the gift of his fellow-
workers. He has been exceedaingly
active in all departments of the
League since its organization, and al-
though still a young man, is regarded
as one of the “ veterans” of the Ep-
worth League in Toronto.

It is cause for gratification that so
many talented young men are giving
their time and effort to the Young
People’s Socleties,
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Only Waiting.

A gentleman in a northern town met
a young woman who had formerly been 4
servant in his house, and in a peculiar
way said to her :

““ Why, haven't you got married yet?”

“ No, sor.”

“ Well, T thought you would have been
married before now.”

“Oh,.no, sor; but thor's two waitin’.”

“Two!” he exclaimed. *“Why, you
don't mean to marry two, do you!”

“ No, sor.”

“Then, who are they 1” he inquired.

“ Why,” she replied, naively, “ the two
that's waitin’ is the parson and me!”

The Stri;t Letter of the Law.

As an instance of the Japanese love of
keeping to the letter of the law, Canon
Tristram, in his * Rambles in Japan,”
quotes the following :

A certain bridge was found unsafe for
heavy traflic, though still available as a
foot-bridge, and a notice was accordingly
posted : “ No animals allowed to cross
this bridge.” After u time a formal
complaint was made that it was impos-
sible to insist on this order being obeyed,
for rats would still continue to cross.

A solemn conclave was held, at which
it was decided that it was impossible to
prevent the rats having their free course,
and yet that disobedience to an official
edict was not to be tolerated ; and there-
fore the wording of the notice was altered
to run: “No large animal allowed to
cross this bridge.”

Even then the malcontents were not
satisfied, for where was the line to be
drawn between large and small animals!

The P;esi;ient's Little Joke.

To his other good qualifications as a
popular man, President Roosevelt adds
a fondness for a good-natured joke. A
Washington correspondent recalls this
incident of the time when the President
was Assistant Secretary of the Navy :

The squadron had been out for two
days at target-practice, and the chief
officers had been invited on board the
flagship as the guests of Mr. Roosevelt.
The conversation on marine topics was
long, and for sbme time there had been
a clearing of throats and a significant
exchange of glances. Mr. Roosevelt took
the hint.

“ Will you step into the cabin and
ha - some tea !” he said.

The movement, toward the cabin was
prompt and unanimous. There, in the
centre of a great table, rested a punch-
bowl of magnificent proportions, filled
nearly to the brim with a liquid a shade
darker than amber. In its centre floated
an island of ice. Sprays of mint ex-
tended their slender leaves over its brim,
and pieces of lemon and other fruits
floated on the surface of the cool and
tempting fluid.
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The old commodore, with the color of
the sun on his fa:e and the dryness of the
desert in his throat, turned eagerly to-
ward this oasis. He stirred the ladle
lovingly in the bowl, while the others
gathered about him. He held his glass,
filled to the brim, between his eye and
the sunlight that came in through the
cabin window, and the clatter and clink
of glasses sounded through the cabin as
each officer filled to the occasion,

With an air of contentment and anti-
cipated joy the commodore brought the
glass to his lips. Then, as all lifted their
glasses to follow his example, a look of
astonishment passed over his face. His
hand trembled, and the glass almost fell
to the table.

“ Be blowed if it ain't tea ! " he gasped.

And, indeed, that is just exactly what
it was,

A Punishable Offence.

The Irishman in the following story
from Harper's Bazar thought there was
only one way of posting bills, and was
unwilling to place himself in the clutches
of the law.

A few years ago an Trishman, fresh
from the “ould sod,” secured a position
as porter, messenger, and man-of-all-work
in a New York store. It happened to
be the last day of the month, and the
merchant was making out his statements.

“ Here Pat,” he said at noon, “go out
and post these bills,. Where! O, yes;
1 forgot that you were still a little green.
There’s a mail-box on the telegraph pole
at the corner. Post the bills there.”

Pat soon returned and laid the bills on
the merchant’s desk. “Oi may be a
little grane yet, sor,” he said, with a cun-
ning leer, “but, be the sivin slapers,
OP'm not postin’ thim bills with a big
Oirish perliceman watchin’ the box.”

« Not posting them ? Why not ! What
about the policeman 1" asked the aston-
ished merchant.

“That's all right, but yezll not be
foolin’ me if Oi am grane,” Pat replied,
with the same cunning leer. “Shure,
didn't Oi see the sign on the pole over
the box, * Post no bills under pinalty av
the law’1”

Left and Right.

Bank clerks are so often called upon
for information that they often fall into
the habit of giving it in a hurried,
mechanical way. A Philadelphia ex-
change cites an instance which was fol-
lowed by unexpected and amusing re-
sults,

The usual formula, when a stranger is
called upon to sign his name, is: “Sign
here, pen and ink, left hand.”

One morning a stranger entered a New
York savings bank and asked for a cer-
tificate of deposit for a considerable sum
of money, and was directed as above, Tt
took him a long time to sign his name.

A month later the same man appeared
and presented the certificate. He signed
his name, but when the clerk looked at
it he saw it was vastly different from the
first signature.

“This is not the signature of the man
to whom T issued the certificate,” he said
severely.
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“Well,” said the stranger, * when 1
was here a month ago you told me to
write my name with my left hand, and T
can’t write very well that way.”

A light dawned upon the clerk, and
he asked the man to write his name again
with his left hand. This he did, produc-
ing a fac-simile of his first signature, and
the money was paid.

His Own Sermon,

In the course of an anecdotal article in
the Quiver on * Preachers’ Dilemmas,”
the Rev. H. B. Freeman gives an amus-
ing incident which he heard from Mr.
Spurgeon’s own lips.  The great orator
was saying that, as he had to proclaim
the Gospel so often, he had moods in
which he feared lest he might uncon-
sciously grow indifferent to its choicest
blessings. It was with peculiar satisfac-
tion, therefore, that, during a brief holi
day, he once entered a country Baptist
chapel, where he heard a sermon which
refreshed his soul mightily, At the close
of the service he walked into the vestry,
and politely thanked the minister for the
edification he had received.

“May I ask your name, brother?”
purred the flattered country cousin,

“My name? O, Spurgeon —you may
possibly have heard it—1I preach a bit in
London myself.”

Let the humorist and saint finish the
incident in, as nearly as we remember
them, his own words :

“ My dear brother’s face turned as red
as this cloth” (pointing to a bit of scarlet
baize in front of him), “and he could
on! " gasp out :

¢ Why, Mr. Spurgeon, that was one
of your sermons! 1 learned it off.’

“My dear brother, | knew it ; I knew
it from the beginning, and all along ; but
I assure you that it did not do me any
the less good on that account.”

A Very Goud Reason.

Tt was at a certsin church meeting,
and the good bishop was calling for re.
ports, He had a rather stern, sharp
manner, which sometimes jarred a little
on the nerves of the more timid. By and
by he came to Brother B., a lay delegate.

« Brother B., what is the spiritual
condition of your church?” demanded
the bishop, briskly.

“1 consider it good,” said the brother.

“ What makes you think it is good 1"
went on the bishop.

“« Well, the people are religious, That's
what makes me think so?”

“What do you call religious?
they have family prayer!”

« Some of them do, and some do not.”

“ Do you mean to say that a man may
be a Christian and not hold family
prayer!”

“ Yes, sir, I think so.”

“ Do you hold family prayer 1"

“Yes, sir,” returned the brother,
quietly.

“ And yet you think a man may be a
Christian and not hold family prayer?”
thundered the bishop

« He has no family,” meekly answered
the brother.—A. J. B, in Harper's
Drawer,

Do
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What the General Conference
Cannot Do.

Although the General Couference is
the supreme court of Methodism in
Canada, its power is limited. There are
some things which it is not permitted to
do. It cannot revoke, alter, or change
any article of religion, nor establish any
new standards or rules of doetrine con-
trary to our existing or established stand-
ards. It cannot destroy the itinerant
system. It cannot do away with the
privileges of accused ministers or mem-
bers of a trial by a committee, and of an
appeal. Changes in the basis of union,
and in the General Rules can only be
made by a three-fourths vote of the
General Conference.

s o a

What the General Conference
Can Do.

The General Conference is the law
making body of our Church. The func-
tions of the Annual Conference are ad-
ministrative, while those of the General
Conference are legislative. The latter is
held once in every four years, when re-
ports from the various departments are
received, and their officers chosen for the
quadrenniuin,  The laws which govern
the Church are made by the General
Conference, which is also the only author-
ity that can effect changes. By a two-
thirds vote of its members it has power to
increase or diminish the number, or alter
the boundaries of the Annual Confer-
onces. The General Conference is com-
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posed of ministers and laymen in equal
numbers, elected at the previous Annual
Conferences. For every twelve ministe-
rial members the Annual Conference has
the privilege of sending one minister to
the General Conference.

What the General Conference
Will Do.

It would not be a very difficult thing
to foretell, to a considerable extent, what
the General Conference will do at its
coming session, and yet there are so many
uncertainties connected with the discus-
sion of the questions that will be con-
sidered, it would scarcely be wise to ven-
ture on anything very definite in the
way of prophecy. The Church need not
fear that the General Conference will en-
act any hasty or foolish legislation. As
a rule it is inclined to be a rather conser-
vative body, and does not adopt new
measures until well assured that they will
be for the good of the Church. Tt is not
likely that there will be any decided
changes in the Discipline.

The ministerial term will doubtless re-
ceive attention, and possibly some of the
restrictions attached to the fourth and
fifth year may be removed.

Our missionary work in the great West
and in New Ontario will come under re-
view, and the question of appointing new
superintendents will be considered. At
their recent General Assembly our Pres-
byterian friends set apart three of their
best men to carry on the work so success-
fully done by the late Dr. Robertson, who
was really a Methodist bishop without
the title. 1f our Church is to hold its
position in the front rank of the Protest-
ant denominations of this country, we
must not be too economical in dealing
with the missions in those sections of the
country where population is increasing
so rapidly. It is to be hoped that such
measures will be adopted at the Winni-
peg Conference as will give a great im-
pulse to our missionary operations every-
where.

There will, of course, be a warm debate
on the rules of the Church with reference
to the amusement question,

The work of our Epworth Leagues and
Sunday-schools will be carefully examined.
It is not at all likely that much change
will be made in the constitution of either
department, but the Forward Movement
for Missions may be brought into closer
relations with the work of the League.

“The young man problem” will come
up for consideration, and the Conference
will be asked to provide for the organiza-
tion of brotherhoods for young men. We
trust that some solution of this question
will be reached which will not in any way
interfere with the usefulness or success of
the Epworth League.

The question of providing a new hymn

to
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At the present time the British Wes-
leyan Church is getting out a new book,
and the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and the Methodist Episcopal Church
South, are uniting in the publication of a
hymn book for use in all their congrega-
tions. The time seems to be opportune
for our Church to join with either our
friends across the line or in England in
this enterprise,

Let our people everywhere pray that
ths coming General Conference may be
divively guided in all its deliberations,
and that its conclusions may be a blessing
and an inspiration to the whole Church.

The Best is Chzapest.

A man went into a store the other day
to buy a pocket-knife. The salesman
asked him what kind he wanted, and was
told that anything would do, as long as it
was cheap. The salesman showed him
some at five cents, and the man smiled,
declared himself suited, paid for his knife,
and went his way; but was back next
day with a broken knife, and a complaint
that the knife was no good. There is a
mania to-day for cheapness, but as a rule
we pay what a thing is worth. If we pay
five cents we get five cents and no more,

So some men are seeking, and finding,
cheap religion. The old way demanded
abandonment of sin, it was the way of
the cross. The new way avoids the cross
and misses the crown. If a man wants
cheap religion he can get it, but Chris-
tianity is not cheap. The cross lies at
the threshold of every life. There is no
easy path to heaven, no broad gate to
eternal life. The heaviest cross hides the
greatest weight of glory ; and the path of
tears is the path of joy. Full surrender
is the price of peace, and duty is the road
to power.

The Street Preacher.

On another page of this issue we refer
to Rev. C. A. Eaton, of Euclid Ave. Bap-
tist Church, Cleveland, who has in addition
to his indoor services, taken to street
preaching, and, according to the Cleve-
land Press, has made his wayside service
a genuine success In an extended
eulogy of the man and his methods, the
paper just referred to declares that he
“not only attracts but holds the busi-
ness man, the teamster and the straggler.”

No higher compliment can be paid to
any preacher than to say that the “ man
in the street " hears him gladly. A man
who can interest and edify a crowd on a
corner can succeed anywhere as a preacher.
His congregation consists of all sorts and
conditions of men, refined and vulgar,

and ig and pro-
fane, believers and skeptics, laborers,
hanics, clerks, professional men, stu-

dents, men about town, sports, ete. No
lookl & 4

book for our Church will be brough

the attention of the Conference by a
memorial from the Toronto Conference.
We hope that some action will be taken.
By reference to an article on another
page of this issue, it will be seen that our
present hymn book contains many hymns
that are seldom or never sung, and lacks
a large number of the best hymns which
are included in other producti

hold his nonde-
seript audience together. TIn church, no
matter how vapid the preacher’s plati-
tudes, his hearers will sit the sermon
through with patient decorum. On the
street neither walls nor proprieties pre-
vent a stampede. The preacher must
grip his congregation or lose them. If,
after five minutes, his sermon has not
found his hearers he will probably have
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a corporal's guard to preach to. In
church, a solemn silence reigns in the
pews, and the preacher is safe from
interruption ; but the very law which
allows the preacher free speech in the
park, allows the boys to laugh and
chatter as they please. Nor is there any
arantee that some smart youth will not
reak in with a pertinent or impertinent
C et 28
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The Old Folks.

Don’t forget the old folks. The world
is brighter to the man who loves his
parents. A little sacrifice on the part
of youth is not too much to ask; and
it will brighten the life of age. Give time
to the old home ties. Age is cautious,
youth reckless. Age is quiet, youth

question 1 ifay is
to go into the highways and by-ways and
preach to any purpose, he ought to be a
man of commanding personality, extem-
poraneous eloquence, ready resource, cool
head, warm heart, broad education, con-
summate tact and fervent piety.

Too long has the Church left street
P ing to ig ics, cranks
and heretics. Rant, cant and drivel
have brought outdoor services into disre-
pute. Yet, they undoubtedly have a
place in the Church’s work. Instead of
ending them let us mend them. En-
couraged by My. Eaton’s example, and
acting on the principle that what is
worth doing is worth doing well, we ought
to put fully qualified men into this work.
Our best are not too good. However we
set about the redemption of evangelism,
let us apply ourselves to the redemption
of street preaching.

Use Your Bibles.

Old age needs the Bible, for its
promises are a staff, and its pictures of
heaven are all the more real because the
old man knows he will soon be there.

Middle age needs the precious book,
for sorrow has poured out its bitter vial
into life’s cup, and tears are never far
away.

But youth needs it above all, for life
lies ahead, and the Word is a chart, the
only chart, for the treacherous waters.
Youth will either make honey to sweeten,
or gall to embitter, the cup that middle life
and old age shall drink. Whether Sam-
son dies blind or seeing depends on Sam-
son’s youth. Whether old age is to be a
grinding in Philistia’s prison, or a judge’s
seat in Israel, depends upon the action
of youth.

The fountains you unseal today will
never cease to flow, and you are settling
whether the stream shall be fiery lava
flood or healing water of life. Mark well
the counsels of the cld, old Book. This
compass was never known to err, this
chart was never known to mislead.

Don’t Say All You Think.

Youth is loquacious. Its very vivacity
is apt to prove a suare. Talk, if you
must, but don’t say ill-natured things.
But, you say, “suppose I feel them.”
Well, that 1s bad enough; but saying
them is worse. If you have a nest of
hornets in your soul, kill them, if you
can, but don’t let them out.

Remember, too, an angry man will
nearly always lie; and so will most
angry women. And even when we
speak the truth we may say something
that should not be said. Words are
often arrows, and the barbs are sharp.
Let us keep them for the King's enemies,
if for use at all, and not let them fly
amongst His friends, If your mouth be
full of needles, keep it closed.

Age is slow, youth longs for
wings. Age differs from, and in some
respects is opposed to, youth, yet God
designs them to work together harmoni-
ously. The Bible teaches youth patience,
and it keeps age young. Honor thy
father and thy mother, and thy God shall
honor thee.

Keep Moving,

A standing mark offers the best target,
and if men cannot be hidden they are kept
on the move. So busy leaguers offer a
poor target to the devil, but the lazy man
is in constant danger. The League that
is moving is the only League that is safe.
We like a living League, as life means
motion. If it is only the tip of his tail
that is moving we know the dog is alive.

—

Tug wise man prophesies after the
event. Michael Davitt's recent book,
published before peace was declared in
South Africa, proves to a demonstration
that the Boers will never surrender, and
that Great Britain must inevitably ac-
knowledge their independence.

L

Our Methodist Episcopal friends are
talking of repealing the law which re.
moved the “ time limit " in the pastorate,
but probably the majority feel that it has
not yet had a fair trial,  We, in Canada,
have the advantage of watching the ex-
periment and learning from it, without
incurring any responsibility,

H

W are glad that the General Confer-
ence is to be held in Winnipeg. The
delegates will receive a hearty western
welcome, and will thoroughly enjoy their
visit. Fortunately the time is favorable
for the easterners to see the grain fields
of the prairies to the best advantage, as
harvesting operations will be in full
swing. It is a sight worth making a long
journey to behold.

Two considerations ought to make
young people beware of excessive novel
reading. First, between sixteen and
thirty, the amatory pi ities are suffi-
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thankfulness that noisy and unseemly
demonstrations, which frequently accom-
panied religious services in other days,
have passed away, but there is danger
lest we go to the other extreme and drift
into a lifeless formalisn. The fervor of
early Methodism should be kept alive,
There are many other ways for it to
express itself besides shouting.

K

Ix announcing a children’s hymn in a
Toronto Presbyterian Church, recently,
Rev. Dr. He ge, of Ottawa, »ui({:
«We will now sing, with the children,
hymn No. —." The remark caused
several people to look around to see where
the children were. Ina congregation of
five or six hundred there were not more
than about a dozen who appeared to be
below sixteen years. Almost the same
condition of affairs will be found in nearly
every city church, This isa problem that
needs attention.

I1 is easy to assert that if one invita-
tion is recognized all invitations should
be, but this is really a very’ foolish state-
ment. In the multiplicity of interests
involved it is not always possible for the
Stationing Committee to heed the desires
of Quarterly Boards. Some requests are
granted because they are reasonable and
approprial Others are denied because
they could not bhe granted without inter-
fering with the rights of worthy men or
places.  Every invitation should be con-
sidered on its merits.

d

Tuk “great lone land” of former days is
filling up. The present immigration sea-
son beats all records. 1t is estimated that
before next winter not less that 40,000
American settlers, not to mention those
of British and other nationalities, will
have settled in the Canadian West, Some

.one must care for the souls of these peo-

ple.  Mounted pastors will be as much
needed as ted police.  Methodi
cannot afford to go back on her record as a
pioneer Church, “ Home missionaries for
the West” is even now the cry. But
“how shall they preach except they be
sent?” And how shall the Missionary
Society send them unless the missionary
fund is increased ! Will our young peo-
ple * think on these things " !

AuArMED at the relative decrease of
Anglicanism in Ontario, asshown by the
last census, Rev. Dr. Langtry, of Toronto,
is out with a plan to increase the effec-
tiveness of the Anglican Church. He

ciently active without the stimulus of
much highly sentimental reading. Second,
youth is the time when people learn what
they will always remember. Therefore
youth is the time to accumulate useful
knowledge as part of one's furnishing for

life.

L4 ]
£« Tue Shouting Methodist " used to be
an expression quite common a few years
ago, which is very seldom heard now, and
when it is used is regarded as a misnomer.
Methodists do not shout any more than
do other denominations, and our services
are as reverent and dignified as those of
other Churches. We have reason for

prop to enlist the services of * devout
laymen instructed in the truth and
capable of delivering addresses effectively”
and to organize * guilds of parish workers
corresponding to the Epworth League or
Christian  Endeavor Society.”  Local
preachers and Young People's Societies
to the rescue ! The Ontario Synod took
Dr. Langtry scriously and referred the
matter to a strong committee whose re-
port will be awaited with much interest.
Meanwhile we give these facts for the
benefit of that small but highly respect-
able minority who tell us that the
League is the fifth wheel on our waggon,
and who hold that the day of the local
preacher is past.
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Methodist Chat.

The Bishops of the M.E. Church South,
express the fear that the connexional
spirit is being lost sight of in their
church.

The Methodist Episcopal Church in the
United States has educational institu-
tions to the value of thirty millions of
dollars,

Chicago Methodists are co-operating to
pay all their church debt in that city

within two years from October 1. The
amount is about $260,000.
Dr. Joseph Parker says that many

people are afraid of enthusiasm and rap-

ture. “The Methodists, in some few
cases, are getting afraid of Methodism."

The cl ing is y bet
ter supported in Newfoundland than in
any other part of our work. There are
many circuits there where nearly all the
members attend class.

There is at least one Methodist Church
in Canada where the class-meeting is at-
tended by a majority of the members.
In Deseronto, every Sunday morning,
from 200 to 250 persons meet in class,

Rev. Dr. Potts, in a recent speech, re-
ferred to that standard of Methodism,
“ Fletcher's Checks,” and then added that
for practical purposes, he * preferred the
Massey cheques.” No wonder, for these
cheques have been the means of greatly
extending Methodist educational enter-
prises,

In speaking at a recent meeting in
Nanaimo, B.C., Rev. E. 8. Rowe, of Vie-
toria, thus expressed his conception of
Methodism:

“If Methodism means the rigid adher-
ence to set phrases and stereotyped meth-
ods, then I am not a Methodist. But if
Methodism means adapting ourselves to
the needs of the hour, responding to the
calls to labor for the uplifting of human-
ity, then I am a Methodist.”

Hon. J. L. Bates, Governor of Massa-
chusetts, pays this tribute to the Metho-
dist preachers of his country:

“If there are any men in this busy re-
public who are living unselfish lives, who
give freely of their time, strength, and
substance for the welfare of their fellow-
men, and the advancement of God's king-
dom, who toil without hope of adequate
compensation, ekcept as it may come in
the satisfaction experienced when duty is
done, they are the Methodist preachers of
this land.”

Kev. Dr. C. M. Cobern, for five years
pastor of Trinity Methodist Episcopal
church, Denver, Col., now pastor of St.
James' Church, Chicago, in a recent in-
terview with The Northwestern Advocate,
discussed the mission of Methodism.
Among other things, he said:

“The greatest present problem of the
city ehiteh is to get every member
virally interested in some phase of prac-
ticel Closstian work, There is such
variety of disposition, taste, ability, in-
telligence, not to say Christian experi-
ence, in every large church that, in order
to put everybody to work, there must be
great breadth and variety in one's plans.”

Rev. H. B, Parks, representative of the
AM.E. Church, in addressing the Gen-
eral Conference of the M.E. Church South,
sald:

“ Methodism is a failure without the
class-room and the prayer-meeting, which,
alas, we are sorry to say, are not as popu-
lar as in former days. These meetings
are oases upon the great Christian pil-
grimage. They are the ante-rooms of
the Celestial City. In the prayer-meeting
we can watch and wait until we are
brought face to face with the King him-
self. Bewa. of the subtle forces that
would rob our Methodism of these pre-
cious landmarks!
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Speaking at a Wesley Guild meeting
in City Road Chapel, London, Gypsy
Smith declared his love for Methodism
in a particularly happy way: “If 1 were
rich enough to keep a horse,” said he,
“it would be a Methodist horse, and,
mind you, it would stop right against the
little Methodist chapel where my mother
and father had worshipped.” When he
came to speak of those who sometimes
gel ashamed of the church in which they
were brought up, the Gypsy said some
strong things. “1 feel at times like
shaking young fellows—and young
women, too—when I find they have
grown too big for the Methodist Church.
They have neither backbone or stamina.”

The widespread circulation of Method-
ist books in the olden days was remark-
able, and this was because of the faithful-
ness of the preachers who made a con-
sclence of selling books. Their saddle-
bags were always filled with Methodist
books; when they visited and prayed
with families they sold them good books,
for they knew that sermons and prayers
would be forgotten, while the printed
page would be a constant reminder of
duty, and an inspiration to good works,
The old Methodist preachers never
thought of this work as undignified or
unministerial; it was to build up the
people in righteousness, and there was
a unity and strength about our Method-
ism from this cause as from no other.
The same work could be done to-day, if
m)tt‘l in the same way, reaching the same
end.

Methodism in England is showing
great aggressiveness and making a pro-
found impression upon other hodies by
its activity. The Rev. Dr. Parker, speak-
ing from his own City Temple, recently
made this remarkable statement : “Meth-
odism holds the future, say what you
like. It ought to hold it. It has
strength enough to tackle all the prob-
lems with which society is at once
divided and tormented.” The Rev. F. B.
Meyer, the distinguished Nonconformist
leader, has given his testimony:
“It is a perfect marvel, for wher-
ever I go, in all parts of the country,
1 find the stategic points being taken up
by the Methodists.” In commenting on
this The Western Christian Advocate
says : “Such utterances as these will
have a sorry outcome if they should
simply serve to swell denominational
conceit. But if they shall go to in-
crease a sense of responsibility and to
lead to completer devotion and conse-
cration they will have done good work.”

Prominent People.

Rev. C. W. Gordon (Ralph Connor) is
to be one of the speakers at the Chau-
tauqua Assembly during the month of
August,

Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler says that gen-
erally speaking a sermon which a boy
of ten or twelve years of age can not
understand ought not to be preached at
all.

King Oscar of Sweden, the most gifted,
perhaps, of royal musicians, has a mag-
nificent musical library at his Stockholm
palace, in which he takes especial pride,
as it is mainly of his own collecting.

Fannie Crosby, now 89 years of age,
and blind, but still working, has written
more than five thousand hymns. She
has recently written her first musie, her
previous work having been confined to
the words.

When lhis wife died, the late J. Sterling
Morton had erected over her grave a
tombstone bearing the inseription, “ Caro-
line Frence, wife of J. Sterling Morton,
and mother of Joy, Paul, Carl, and Mark
Morton.” “Why did you put the boys’
names in? " inquired a friend of him one
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day. “I took my boys out to the ceme-
tery,” sald Mr. Morton, and showed them
their mother’s grave. ‘Boys,’ 1 said,
‘your mother is buried here. If one of
you does anything dishonorable or any-
thing of which she would be ashamed,
if she were alive, I will chisel your name
from her tombstone.”

Not long ago, when the venerable Ed-
ward Everett Hale was on a visit to New
York, he boarded a crowded Broadway
car for a trip up town. A lad in the cor-
ner rose and politely offered the old man
his seat. Dr. Hale took it, saying in his
hearty way as he did so: “ Thank you,
my boy, thank you. I'll do as much for
you when you are eighty, if I happen to
be around then.”

According to a statement recently pub-
lished, which is said to have been author-
ized by himself, Mr. Andrew Carnegie's
public gifts then amounted to over $67,-
200,000.  They are divided as follows:
United States, $52,270,173; Scotland, $13,-
078,750; Canada, $876,500; England, $420,-
000; Cuba, $252,000; Ireland, $65,500;
miscellaneous gifts to Great Britain,
$250,000. Total, $67,212,923,

When going on a fishing expedition,
Rev. Mark Guy Pearse takes, among his
fishing tackle and fishing accessories, a
fountain pen and some paper. There is
sure to be an inspiration before the day
is done. Once he said to Mrs. Howard,
of Bedford, “ You see, one's sermons can
not be dry when one gets them in fish-
ing.” *“That's true,” remarked the lady,
“but they may be watery.”

The Western Christian Advocate has
the following good word for Miss Gould:
“We have heard for a good many years of
a certain class of ladies designated as the
‘butterflies of fashion,’ and of others
who expend their stores of affection up-
on pet poodles, We don't know many
of these celebrities personally, but we
suppose they exist. But evidently Helen
M. Gould doesn’'t belong to either class.
What was the last good thing she did ?
A handsome new club-house for the naval
branch of the Young Men's Christian
Association in Brooklyn was built with
her money and recently opened. It has
domitories, a reading-room, a library,
provisions for recreation, and will be a
blessing to the men of the navy for many
years,”

General Religious News,

Last year the seventy-two travelling
agents of the British and Foreign Mis-
sionary Soclety distributed in Russia
510,209 Bibles, Three-fifths of the num-
ber were given away.

The World’s Conference of Young
Men's Christian Associations will meet
at Christiana, Norway, August 19-24.
The Storthing or Parliament of Norway
has made an appropriation to meet the
expenses,

The, constitution of the Westminster
Guild, the new Young People’s Society of
the Presbyterian Church, is almost an
exact copy of our Epworth League.
Their pledge is, however, an imvrove-
ment on ours.

One of the most cheering signs of Lhe
times in Japan is found in the .rapidly
increasing sales of the Scriptures. 14
Bibles and Testaments and parts are in-
cluded, we have for the last three years
an advance from 45,000, through 98,000,
to 137,000 and 92,000 for the first six
months of 1901,

In the opinion of many, our General
Conference is going too far west in hold-
ing its session in Winnipeg, but the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church “goes us one better,” by select-
ing Vancouver as its next meeting place.
Some of our delegates think it hard that
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they have to pay part of their expenses,
but the Presbyterians have no fund what-
ever for this purpose, and every delegate
must be responsible for his expenses in
full.

In New York alone, not including
Brooklyn, there are thirty-three Young
Men's Christian Associations, with 10,000
members, owning $2,600,000 worth of
buildings, 80,000 volumes in the libraries,
some of which, also, operate gymnasiums,
bowling alleys, restaurants, lunch rooms,
Jodgings; 1,600 enrolled in Bible Classes,
1,700 in educational classes.

Literary Lines,

“Via Christi,” by Miss Louise Manning
Hodgkins, has already passed 20,000 in
sales—an experience for a missionary
book previously unknown.

Our Methodist Book Room received a
request, the other day, for “ What a
young woman of forty-five ought to
know.” It is surprising how ‘long the
women keep young, these days.

“Up from Slavery” has been judged
by the librarians of New York State to
be one of the fifty best books published
during 1901, and it was second in the
number of votes received. Booker T.
Washington is soon to issue a new book
called “ The Building of Character.”

When a young man of one-and-twenty,
Mr. Clark Russell, the well-known novel-
ist, was present at the trial of a dozen
seamen who had mutinied because the
food provided for them was of the most
abominable description. He was dis-
gusted to find that the mutineers were
actually sentenced to several weeks’ im-
prisonment for refusing to be poisoned
with the provisions dealt out to them.
From this sprang the idea of a story of a
mutiny caused entirely by the shipment
of bad food for the crew. The result
was “The Wreck of the Grosvenor,” by
which Mr. Clark Russell made his name.

Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler, who now, in
his eighty-first year, is living in Brook-
lyn, the scene of his many years of labor
as a pastor, is to put forth this fall a book
of great interest and importance. It
will be entitled, “ Reminiscences of a
Long Life” For a number of years Dr.
Cuyler has been urged by his friends
and admirers to publish an autobiography.
This he has been unwilling to do; but
now he has compromised with a volume
of reminiscences. It will amount to the
summing up of the more important and
interesting events and incidents of his
life. The book will contain sketches of
his boyhood, his college life, his first trip
to Burope, famous personages he met
abroad, and recollections and stories of
famous persons in America.

Temperance Notes.

“In Sweden,” wites an American
traveller, ‘the saloons are closed on
Saturday—pay day—while the savings
banks are kept open until midnight,”

Bishop Candler, of the Church South,
is of the opinion that if brewers can in-
vest, as is reported, $400,000 in brewery
plants in Havana, he is not overloading
his work in asking $50,000 for Cuba from
his church.

Recently a German, while in a New
Haven saloon, became rather noisy and
turbulent, and began smashing things at
such a rate that the saloon-keeper had
him arrested and held for damages.
Judge Bishop, before whom the case was
tried, decided that a liquor-dealer cannot
hold an inebriate responsible for damage
done to the dealer's property while the
inflictor is under the influence of liquor
bought on the premises.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

One of the candidates for the governor-
ship of Vermont, says he favors the
repeal of the prohibition of the liquor
law. It is expected that this statement
will prevent him from even getting the
nomination.

In Cardiff, Wales, before the saloons
were closed on Sunday, with a population
of 80,000, there were 62 convictions for
Sunday drunkenness in 1881. Last year,
with a population of 170,000, there were
but nine cases.

The Prussian minister of education,
supported by the government, is urging
all national schools to unite against the
* pernicious evil of drunkenness,” recom-
mends that school children be given
scientific instruction.

In a sermon at Woodstock, the Rev. W.
I.. Rutledge, pastor of the Central Meth-
odist Church, said that prohibition, when
obtained, will fail unless we have free
reading-rooms and free concerts to take
the place of the bar-room.

In Denmark it is unlawful to throw a
drunken man into the street; he must be
housed or driven home, and so there is
no ‘“chucker-out” in Danish taverns.
It is also forbidden to pour out intoxi-
cants to children, or to employ women as
waiters,

For a number of years the city of
Vancouver, B.C., has been cursed by all-
night open saloons. The Christian En-
deavor Union of that city took hold of
the matter earnestly, and as a result of
their efforts the saloons are now closed
at night.

The fatuous devotion to beer guzzling
in England is bewildering and appalling
and terrible. During a period of seven
hours only, one single saloon was visited
by 1,792 men, 766 women, and 1,365 chil-
dren, How can the nation complacently
witness such a reign of terror as that ?

Chaplain Warren, of the Missouri Peni-
tentiary, says: “ If you ask the prisoners
here how they happened to get into
trouble, four-fifths of them will tell you
they were drunk.” Could any sane man
desire a better argument in favor of pro-
hibition? And yet Chaplain Warren is
not a Prohibitionist.

When President Roosevelt was presi-
dent of the Police Board of New York
City, he wrote these words to ** McClure's
Magazine ": “ The liquor business Is cer-
tainly not a business which stands well
in comparison with other octupations.
It tends to produce criminality in the
population at large, and law-breaking
among the saloon-keepers themselves.
When the liquor men are allowed to do
as they wish, they are sure to debauch
not only the body social, but the body
political also.”

Pertinent Paragraphs.

It is the people who live in it that fur-
nish a house—Bishop H. W, Warren,

Clear thinking and right thinking are
the same thing. It is crooked thinking
that makes crooked lives and wrong
deeds.—Forward.

“De reason some of us doesn't git
along,” sald Uncle Eben, “is dat we sits
down dreamin’ of automobiles when we
orter be pushin a wheelbarrer.”

The temptation we go out of our way
to meet laughs to see us coming; the
temptation that follows us has the disad-
vantage, and knows it.—Forward.

Circumstances do not make character.
They are the scaffolding on which we
stand while we build character. The
scaffolding will go, and character remain.
—Dr. Babcock.
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*“The performance of small duties, yes,
even of the smallest, will do more to
give temporary repose, will act more as
healthful anodyne, than the greatest
joys that can come to us from any other
quarter.”

1 have read the Bible through many
times; I now make a practice of going
through it once a year. It is the book of
all others for lawyers as well as divines;
and I pity the man who cannot find in it
a rich supply of thought and rules for
conduct.—Daniel Webster.

What we want is, in relation to our
Lord Jesus Christ, a steady, daily, con-
stant obedience to His Dblessed will, a
quiet household life, a business conducted
face to face with the decalogue, and a
life lived in the spirit of the life of our
Lord Jesus Christ.—Joseph Parker, D.D.

Nothing simplifies life like obedience.
We sometimes think we are beset hy
problems, that life is a very difficult and
complicated affair. It is not really so.
All life is simply doing or bearing the
will of God. There {8 nevgr more than
one duty for one moment—H. A. Bridg-
man.

Nothing is small which helps you along
the line of your career, which broadens
vour horizon, which deepens your experi-
ence, which makes you more efficient in
the great work of life. No matter how
trivial any duty may seem, if it adds in
the slightest way to your efliclency, it
ceases to be trivial.—0. S, Marden.

Smiles.

“ When did you last see your brother?”
asked a magistrate of an Irish witness,

“The last time I saw him, your wor-
ship,” Pat replied, *“ was about eight
monthg ago, when he called at my house
and I was out.”

New lodger (sarcastically):
all the soap there i

“1Is this
in the room?" Land-
lady (decidedly es, sir, all T allow
for one room."” ew Lodger : * Well,
I'll take two more rooms, I shall want
to wash my face in the morning.”

Dr. Smiley (who has been presented
with a fountain pen by his Sunday-school
class): *“Thank you, my dear young
ladies; I am sure I shall be able to write
a great deal better sermons now.” Femi-
nine chorus: “ Oh, I am sure you will.”

An old darkey, who was fearful of being
buried alive, left these final instructions:

“ After my time come, lemme stay ez
long ez possible. Don’t make de funeral
sermont too long, kaze dat'll make me
sleep only de sounder; but blow de din-
ner-ho'n over me. If dat don’t wake me,
I is sho' gone! "

It was the case of a probationer in the
Hamilton Conference, who came up for
continuance on trial. Some of the min-
isters favored dropping him, but  one
made a strong plea for his being given
another trial. “1 tell you,” said he, “if
you cut the man's head off, you, will
cripple him for life.”

Horace ireely, once, shortly before the
American Civil War, had a_discussion
with an advocate of Woman Suffrage.

“What would you do, for instance,” he
asked his friend, *in the event of war?"

“ Just what you would do, Mr. Greely,”
she replied, promptly. “T should stay in
an office, and write articles urging other
people to go and fight.”

A laconic note was left in the Salva-
tion Army headquarters by a man who,
having had supper, bed and breakfast
theie, was expected to saw a cord of
wood in return, He slipped ont when
the clerk’s back was turned. Hu left
on the desk a slip of paper, on which
he had written, “ Just tell them that you
saw me, but you did not see me saw."”
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General Conference Delegates.

The following is a full list of the Min-
isters and Laymen elected to attend the
General Conference in September. The
figures following the names show the
several General Conferences of which the
delegates have been members. For in-
stance, the figures 86 and 02 after the
name of Rev. James Allen indicate that
he was a member of the General Confer-
ence in the year 1886, and again in 1902.
It will be seen that a few have been
elected to every General Conference
since 1874, but quite a number wilk have
their first experience of attendance upon
the chief court of Canadian Methodism,
at Winnipeg.

TORONTO CONFERENCE.
Ministers.

James Allen, '86, '02.

M. L. Pearson, '83, '86, '94, '98, '02.
= A, unzrord D.D., '74, '8, '82, '83, 904,

8, '0.

Wln Brl;'l D.D., '74, '8, '82, '83, '86,
'90, '94, 98,

A. Sutherland D.D., '74, '78, '82, '83,
'86, '90, '94, '08, '02.

8. D. Chown, D.D.. ‘98, 02,

John Potts, D.D., '74, '78, '82, '83, '86,

02,

T. E. Bartley, 02,
J. J. Redditt, '02,
E. 1. Hart, '02.
G. M. Brown, '984, '02,
R. N. Burns, '02,
J. A. Rankin, '98, '02,
J. J. Ferguson, '02.
J. F. German, D.D., '82, '83, '86, '90, '94,
'98, '02.
J. C. Speer, D.D,, "
A. C, Crews, '98, b
8. Cleaver, D.D,, '02.
Joseph Young, '86, '94, '02.
Dr. Wallace, 98
Dr. Stone, '83, '86, '94, '98, '02.
A. P. Latter, '02.
James Henderson, D.D., '90, '98, 02,
John Locke, "02.
Alternates.
J. F. Ockley, D.
Henry Harper,
R. B. Stnngwlya. '02.
Laymen.
E. J. Davis, M.P.P., '86, "04, 98, '02,
r. J. J. Maclaren, '86, '90, '04, '08, '02,
N ‘W, Rowell, '04, '98, "02.
H. L. Lovering, '86, '90, '94, '98, '02.
F. 8. Spence, '02.
Timothy Eaton, '02.
Dr. A. D. Watson, '02.
Marshall Green, '94, '02.
Ambrose Kent, "02.
Joseph Tait, '86, '90 '94, '98, '02.
George Elliott, "
'°2Dr Ww. W. Ogden. '74, '82, '83, '90, '94,
F. W. Winter, 02,
Sheriff Armstrong, '98, '02.
J. W. Redfern, '02.
B. F. Justin, 02
Richard Brown, '00, '94, '98, '02,
Sheriff Bettes, '94, '08, '02,
T. G. Gould, 02,
George Jackson, '02.
W. P. Page, "02.
Dr. Sturgeon Stewart, '02.
W. K. Doherty, '02.
Frank Denton, '02.
Alternates.
John N. Lake, '86, '90, '02,
E. Savage, '02.
W. Williams, 02,

LONDON CONFERENCE.
Ministers.
A. L. Russell, '90, "94, 08, 02,
Dr. A. C. Courtice, '90, '94, '98, '02,
Jasper Wilson, '98, '02.
E, N. Baker, '04, '98,

02,
Dr. J. R. Gundy, '74, '82, '83, '88, '90,
94, '08, '02,

THE CANADIAN

Jas. Livingstone, '98, '02,

A. H. Going, "
Dr. Hannon, '78, '82, '83, '86, '00, '94,
'98, '02.
8. Bond, '78, '82, '83, '86, '90, '94, "98, '02.
J. W. Holmes, '86, '90, '94, '98, '02.
2,

'02.
Geoerge Jackson, '90, '94, '98, '02,
Dr. Daniel, '02.
J. E. Ford, 02.

Alternates.
W. J. Ford, '90, '98, 02,
'W. Rigsby, '90, '94, '98, '02,
J. Philp, '02.

Laymen.
J. H. Chapman, '02,
Wm, Wyatt, '02.
Thos. Magwood, '02.
Richard Babb, '02.
John Joynt, '98, 02,
H. D. Fisher, "02.
Robert Holmes, M.P., '02,
F. B. Taylor, '02.
R. M. Calder, M.D,, '02,
W. F. Lawrence, 02,
W. J. Fawcett, '04, '98, "02.
Colin Wigle, '02,
J. M. Hicks, '02.
A. W, Humphries, '02,
H. P. Wright, '02.
W. A. Gosnell, '02,

CTOBER 12th will be

Young People’s Sunday,
when the Thirteenth Anniver-

sary of the Epworth League
will be celebrated. Keep this
date in mind.

J. W Wlterwonh ‘98, '02.

J. C. Dance, 90, '0;

Jno. W. Hopkins, ’02
Alternates.

G. A. Stanley, '02,

W. H. Westman, '02.

W. J. Ferguson, '90, '94, 98, '02.

HAMILTON CONFERENCE.
Ministers.
T. A. Moore, '98, '02.

J. 8. Ross, D '94, '98, '02.
W. Kettlewell, '86, '90 'Dl '98, '02.
J. H. Hazlewood, '98, 02,

Dr. Wakefield, '74 '78, '82, '83, '90, '94,
'02,

Dr. Grifin, '74, '78, '82, '83, '90, '04,
'02.

Dr. W, F. Wllwn, '98, '02,
D A. Moir, BD,,
w. C. Hendomn '78, '82, '83, '86,
'90 ’94 '98, '02.
Dr. J. 8. Willlamson, '83, '86, '90, '04,
'98, '02,
T. W. Jackson, '90, '08, "02

John Pickering, '02.
J. G. Scott, '86, *90, '98, '02,
D. W. Snider, '02,
R. J. Elliott, '02.
W H Harvey, '02.

. Rutledge, '86, 02,
Dr Cornllh '78, '82, '83, '86, '94, 98, '02.
J. W. Cooley '02.

Alternates,
A. J. Irwin, '02.

Dr. Brethour, '82, '83, '86, '90, '94, '98,

G. K. Adams, '02.

EPWORTH ERA.
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Laymen.
Cyrus K. Birge, '04, '98, '02.
8. F. Lazier, 86, ‘98,
H. P. Moore, '90, '94, '98, '02.
‘W. J. Robertson, '86, '90 '94, '98, '02.
John Mann, '94, '98,
Joseph Gibson, '94, '98 ‘02
T. Hilliard, '78, '86, '00, '98, '02.
A J. Donly '86, '00, '94, ‘DB, '02.
J. 8. Deacon, '94, 'ﬁﬂ 03,
Jonathan Elli '90, '98, '02.

Dr. James Mllll, '82, '83, '86, '90, '94, '98,

Goor;e Allen, '02.

R. A. Harrison, '02.

Henry Irvine, '90, '02.

‘W. McGibbon, '86, ‘DO,

Dr., thlllml '86, '02.

R. 8. Schell, '02.

3. B Gratton, "8, ‘02
Alternates,

W. J. Morden, '02,

C. W. Kelly, '02.

A. A. Atkinson, '02,

BAY OF QUINTE CONFERENCE.

94, 98, '02.

Afinisters.
Dr. Reynar, '90 02,
8. J. A 94, '98, 02,
J. C. Wilson, "0
Dr. Crnuler- '90, '94 '98, '02.

J. P, Wlllon, '98,
Wm Johnston, '90 '94 '98, '02.
N. Burwash, '74, '78, '82, '83, '86,
'90 '04 '98, 02,
T. M. Campbell, '82, 83, '86, "90, '98, "02.
B. Greatrix, 02,
Dr. Dyer, '90, '98, '02,
87T Blrtlett. 02,
R. McCullough, '02

W J Jolliffe, '90,"98, 02,
F. B. Stratton, '83, '86, '90, '94, '02.
C. E. Mclntyre, '02,

Alternates
Dr. Workman, '98, '02.
T. W. Jolliffe, '04, "98, '02,
J. A. McCamus, '02.

Laymen.
E. D. O'Flynn, '86, '90, '94, '98, '02,
Judge Dean, '82, '83, '90, 94, '98, '02.
W. F. Hall, '8, '82, '83, '86, '90, '04,

98, 01

R. \\' Clarke, '90, '94, '98, '02.
William Johnson, '86, '90, '94, '98, '02.
J. A. Holgate, '83, '86, '90, '04, '98, '02.
Geo. Fraser, 02,

3 , 02,
Neil Clarke, '02
D. E. Rose, '02.
Thomas Wickeu. '98, '02,
8. Jeffrey, '02,
H. C. McMullen, '86, "02.
Dr. Mallory, '02.

R. J. McLaughlin, '98, '02,
W. W. Chown, 02
Altemalu

G. D. Peat, '02.
Dr, 'I‘Illsy "94, '98, *02.
G. H. Bonter, ‘02,

MONTREAL CONFERENCE.
Hi"“lefl
Dr. Benson, '98, '0:
Dr. Antliffe, '83, ’90 '94 '98, '02.
Dr. T. G. Wlllllml '78, '82, '83, '86,.90,
'94, '98, 02,
Dr Shlw, 78, '82, '83, '86, '00, '94, '98,

J E. Mavety, '83, '90, '94, '98, '02,
Dr. Ryckmm, '14 1! '8! ‘8], '86, '90,

‘N '98, '02,
Wm. Tlmberllko. '1)8 '02.
‘W. H. Sparli n; '02.
Dr. S. P. Rose, " 98 '02.

M. Taylor, 02,
'83, '86, '40, 94,

Dr. Griffith, '98, '02.
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T, J. Mansel, ‘94, '98, '02.
C. 8. Deeprose, 03,

F. G. Lett, '98, "02.
David Winter, '08, '02
James Elliott, B.A.,

T, B. Conly, BA,,

J. T. Pitcher, '78, ‘82, '83, '86, '90, '04,

Dr. Jackson, '86, '90, '94, '98, '02.
Hugh Cairns, '90, '94, '98, 02,

, '98, '02.

A“C"ﬂ‘el.

8. J. Hughes, '
‘Wm. Philp, BA . 02,
F. C. Reynolds, "02.

Laymen.

Abraham Shaw, '94, '98,
W. H. Lambley, ‘78 '90,
94, '98, '02.
Judge Deacon, "M 88 '90, '94, '98, 02,
J. Cunningham, '
C. Morton, '8!, '83 0 '98, '02.
g« 9

'02.
'82 '83, '86,

94, 98, 02,

t,
John Torrlnca,
C. W. Cate, '02.

. R. Oughtred, "02,
J A. Tomkins, '98, "02,
W. G. Hunt, '02,
Dr. Pritchard, '02,
C. C. Knight, '02.
‘Wm. Thorbourne, '02.
J. L. Bates,

'86, '90, '94, '98, '02,

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

NOVA SCOTIA CONFERENCE.
Ministers.
A. Hockin, "02,
Wm. Dobson, '90, '98, '02.
W. H, Langille, 98, "02.
Dr. Hueltll. 14, '78, '82,
'94, 98,
Dr Henm 8, '82, '83, '86, '90, '04, '08,

'83, '86, '90,

D. W. Johnson, '90, '94, '98, "02.

Dr. Andrews, 02,

J. Sellar, '02.

G. J. Bond, '90, '98, '02,

G. W. F. Glendenning, '02.
Alternates.

W. G. Lane, "02.

E. B. Moore, '90, '02.

Laymen.
gdsl Chesley, 86, '90, '94, '08, "02.
McCoy, '98, '02.
W. V. Vroom, '90, '94, '98, '02.
Chas. Smith, "02.

H. B. Joﬂerlon, '98, '02.
J. A. Young, 'ogé

Allematu

H. Purdy, '02.
Alex. Bond, 02
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Edwin Evans, D.D., '82, '83, '86, '94,
'98, '02,
John Goldsmith, '02
A. D. McCully, '02.
Alternates.
James Crisp, '02,
J. C. Berrie, 02,
Laymen.
D. Alllwn, LL.D., '74, '78, '82, '83, '86,
94,
Dr. lncl 18, '82, '83, '86, '90, '04, 98,
'02.
E. R. Machum, 0!

J. D. Chipman, 'SG '90, '98, '02.

H. Smith, '02.

H. T. Pickering, "02.

Prof. Hunton, "02.

J. L. Black, '86, '98, '02,

J. Hunter White, '02.
Alternates.

Mr. Mather, '02.

Mr. Shaw, 02,

NEWFOUNDLAND CONFERENCE.

Ministers.
W. T. D. Dunn, '02.
Jabez Hill, '02.
John Pratt, '02.
L. Curtis, '98, '02.
8. Matthews, 02,

'02.
Jud‘e Brlttun, 94,98, §°
8 C. W. Coates, '86, 90,

GROWTH OF METHODISM IN CANADA SINCE THE FIRST 4
OENERAL CONFERENCE IN 1874.

"H. W. Mix, '02.
Alternates. = e 1
W. H. Godkin, '02. 1876 | 1878 | 1882 | “Tass
Dr. Smith, '02, | ‘
A. D. Vancamp, "02. e, I TE— IN—— F——
| 1
MINISTERS...........| 1,031 1,165 1,102 1643
MANITOBA AND N. W. . | ananal vae al
piasodadity MEMBERS ........... 101,040 m,wn‘ 125,420 ws.sm‘
g UND:: uc:oou-; 1612 178 1047 2707
T C , '98, 8. OFFICERS AND | 2aae i
o C. Buchanan, "9 SEACHERS } 18,27 16,571 16980 22434
.l’)‘r. 'D%t.e':;n, '86, '90, 8. 8 SCHULARB., 101,218 120,972 130,620 175,052
, '98, '02. | |
Oliver Darwin, '02. CHURCHES .......... 1,608 2,046 2,156 3,150
F. B. Stacey, '98, '02. |
Dr. Sparling, 'T4, '78, MISSIONARY FUND.. §117,940 $141,475 §159, 243

'86, 90, '94, 98, "02.
Dr. Maclean, '94, '98,

Dr. Woods: worth
'SIJ '86, '90, 94, ‘98

* Returns for this year are not yet in, s

NOTE.—In 1883 the Union of the several Methodist Churches in Canada was consummated,

1890 i 1894 \ 1898 |

1886 1902
1,610, 1,748 I,wﬁ\‘ '.!,(IIH‘ *2,016
IIOT,-Mm“ 'L‘HLH'}!I!‘ '_’tm.ll“ﬂ‘ 280,537 201,806
‘2.(5'.5“‘ 2,073 3,261 .‘l.fN(nll 3,425
24,246 28,411 30,807 33,018 33,306
101,185/ 2‘20.9.‘)0‘ 252,546 270,820 272,566
2,043 3 W‘" 3,211 3,820 3413
51 *$270,312

$180,811 l’l"o 00‘2@'.’“ 015 $243

) we give for year 1001,

‘W. Saunby, '02.
H. Wl‘l 02,
Prof. Riddell, '02.
F. A. August, '02,
T. Ferrier, '98, '02.
9

0, '94, '98, '02.

'08, '02,
Dr. Gaetz, "M "§2, '83, '98, *02.

Laymen.
Thos, Nixon, 78, '90 '98, '02.
J. A. M. Aikins, ”, '02.
W. D, Pettigrew,
J. W. Smith, '82 '83, 94, 02,
M. E. Boughton, '02.

J. T. Brown, '02.
John Benson, '98, "02.
R. Jackson, '94, '02,
R. R. Ross, "02,
D. J. Hunter, "02.
8. E. Clement, '98,
'”J T. Moore, '82, '83, g6, ‘90, '04, '08,
W. P. McRae, '02.

Alternates.

R. Hamflton, "03. "
B. N. Hopkins, "02. -
J. H. Woodside, '02. .

BRITISH COLUMBIA CONFERENCE.
Ministers.
E. B, Scott, '02.
R. Whittington, '02.
E. 8. Rowe, D.D,, "02.
w. J Sipprell, BA '02.
J. H. White,
Allemutu
W. H. Barraclough, '02.
J. F. Betty, '86, '94, '98, '02.
Laymen.
A. C. Wells, '82, '83, '90, '04, '98, '02.
T. R. Pearson, '02.
R. W. Harris, '02.
C. Lindmark, '02.
N. Shakespeare, "02.
Alternates.
J. W. W, Stewart, "02.
D. Spencer, '02.

NEW BRUNSWICK CONFERENCE.
Ministers.

Chas. Stewart, D.D., '74, '78, '82, '83, '86,
'90, '94, '98, '02.

John Read, D.D., '86, '02.

‘W. Harrigon 5

Geo. Steel, '98, '02.

C. H. Paisley, D.D., '78, '86, '90, '04, '02.

H, Sprague, D.D., '78, '86, '90, '08, '02.

Alternates.

W. H. Browning, '02.
George Paine, '02.

Laym: n
Judge Penney, '90,
Hon. H. J. P, ooda. '86 '90, '02.
G. W, Guuhue '02.
A. Mews, "02,
8. Woods, '02.

Alternates.
J. E. P. Peters, '90, '98, '02,
A. W. Martin, '90, 94, '02.

Travelling Arrangements for General
Con erence.

The railways Rave lgreed to sell return
tickets to Winnipeg for the General Con-
ference at single fare. This rate will
apply not only to official delegates, but
also to all ministers of our Church
who desire to attend the Conference.
The C.P.R. will allow passengers to go
one way by rail and the other by steamer
by paying $8.50 extra for meals and berth
on the boat. Arrangements have been
made for single fare from Winnipeg to
the Coast and return.  All particulars
can be obtalned from railway agents
everywhere,
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On the Road.
Away to the North-West.

An urgent invitation to attend the
Killarney Epworth League Institute led
me to arrange for a trip to Manitoba
during the month of July, and inasmuch
as the journey is a long and expensive
one, it was planned to spend some time
in visiting other points in the Prairie
Province. Leaving Toronto on the after-
noon of June 24th, the steamboat express,
in a few hours,
pulled up at Owen

THE TWIN TOWNS,

On the second day after leaving Owen
Sound our boat comes in sight of Port
Arthur, which presents a most attractive
appearance from the water, as it 1s built
upon rising ground and shows up to fine
advantage, It contains a number of
excellent buildings, and several goad
hotels.  The C.P.R. boats only make a
short stop here, and go on to Fort Wil
liam, about three miles further west,
where the change is made to the train.
everal great grain elevators are located
here, and it is the divisional point of the

Sound, within a few
feet of the C. P. R
steamer Albert
which was all ready
for the voyage.
Those  who  had
never travelled this
way before seemed
astonished at the
size and complete
ness of the ship, as
the Alberta com
res very favorably
best ocean
It is an
ingly steady
going vessel, and
supplies e com-

fort to the traveller,
Certainly the most
delightful way to
€0 to Manitoba Is
by the Great Lakes. No matter
how warm the weather, it is al-
ways cool on Lake Superior, and there
is a plentiful supply of pure air. Those
who are going to Winnipeg in September
will find this route a charming one. The
principal difficulty will be that the accom-
modation may not be sufficient to meet
the demand, as several hundreds will
desire to go about the same time,

I was fortunate in having as fellow-
travellers, Rev. George Jackson and wife,
of Edinburgh, who had been visiting the
Conferences in Ontario. We sat at the
same table, and enjoyed a number of
pleasant talks. Mr. Jackson is a fine
story-teller, and is most interesting
company. Mrs. Jackson is a typical
English woman, cultured, clever, and
charming. She seemed to enjoy the trip
immensely

The nights were cold, and passengers
were all glad to wrap themselves up in
the blankets. Fortunately, there was
no fog, and no delay, and the hoat was
on time from start to finish. During
the run up the St. Mary river, it rained
continually, so that we had to keep
inside, and thus missed much of the beau-
tiful scenery. But even the rain could
not prevent the passengers from crowd-
ing the decks to enjoy the interesting
sights of the Sault, which were to many
quite novel.

SAULT STE. MARIE

is a place of wonderful interest just now,
largely owing to the marvellous growth
and business development which has
recently taken place. On the Canadian
side there are already manufacturing
establishments in operation emnploying
5,000 men, all under the direction of one
great company. Sault Ste. Marie is
bound to be a place of great commercial
importance, There are those sufficiently
optimistip concerning its future to pro-
phesy that inside of the next twenty
vears it will attain a population of
200,000,

The Alberta does not usually go
through the Canadian canal, but lands
passengers on the Michigan side of the
river. By clearing from an American
port she is able to secure coal free of
duty, which is quite a consideration.
“Those who can spare the time to stop off
at the Sault will be able to spend a
couple of days very pleasantly and
profitably,

SAULT 8TE.

MARIE LOCK AND POWER HOUSE.

raillway. If the stranger wants to know
the population of these two towns, lying
side by side, the information which he
receives depends altogether upon whom
he asks.

A rallway man at the Fort William
depot told me that Port Arthur had 3,000
people, while Fort William had a popula-
tion of 6,000, The figures are usually
reversed when a Port Arthur citizen is
appealed to. The only thing for the
stranger to do, who really wants to know
the truth, is to look into his * Wag-
horn’s Guide,” where he learns that the
population of Fort Willlam is 3,633, and
of Port Arthur, 3,997. To the casual
ohserver the latter place is much more
likely to become a city, as its location is
superior, but the probabilities are that
many years will pass before either town
will rival Toronto or Montreal,

Avaust, 190222

ances the reduction process is not yet
complete. Of course, the churches have
suffered by the lessening of their mem-
bership, and by that feeling of discour-
agement which always comes to the
people who live in a town which is
moving backward. The Methodists have
a commodious and comfortable church
on a commanding site, and are doing
excellent work under the direction of
Rev. J. H. Morgan. There are, how-
ever, about twice as many churches in
the town as are needed, so that it means
a constant struggle to keep things
moving,

Three meetings were held here; a
round table conference for Sunday-
school workers at two o'clock in the
afternoon, a rally of the children at four,
and a lecture in the evening. Consider-
able interest was manifested in these
ices.  Rat Portage is

A SUNMMER PARADISE
as it is located upon the Like of the
Woods, which is a rival of the Muskoka
i.akes for beauty and variety of scenery.
The lake is dotted with islands, the
number of which no man knoweth,
Most of them are well wooded, and
splendidly adapted for summer homes.
Many Winnipeg people come here to
spend the warm months of July and
August.

Procuring a boat, Mr. Morgan and my-
self rowed over to see Rev. Dr. Young,
who is summering on an island not more
than a mile from Rat Portage, We
found the venerable pioneer missionary
looking well, and evidently enjoying his
outing, He is one of the youngest old
men in Canadian Methodism, and the
Epworth | eague has no truer friend.

WINNIPEG
is the metropolis of the West, and one of
the most interesting cities in Canada, It
is built on the prairie, and consequently
is quite flat, but the streets are wide and
lined by many fine buildings. Since
my residence here ten years ago, great
changes have taken place, and the popula-
tion has doubled. Houses which were
then on the outskirts of the city are now
a long way from the open prairie, and
surrounded by many other buildings.
The most striking thing about the city to
a former resident is the transformation
in the streets. There are now several
miles of asphalt pavement where there

[* 5o 'Wl;{

VESSEL ENTERING THE LOCK, SAULT STE. MARIE

RAT PORTAGE

is the only place of any importance be-
tween Fort William and Winnipeg. It
is a town of about 5,000 inhabitants,
which is now suffering a severe reaction
from the boom which was experienced’a
few years ago. In 1898 there were
probably seven or eight thousand people
there, and it was thought that it would
become a city. During the last two or
three years many people have gone else-
where, and according to present appear-

used to be the stickiest of mud, and
many of the streets will compare favor-
ably with those of the older cities in
Ontario.

Of course, everything is new. While
“the Toronto Globe republishes articles
from its issues of “ 100 years ago,” the
Manitoba Free Press dishes up accounts
of the happenings of “20 years ago,”
which for this country is ancient history.

On Sunday I had the privilege of
speaking in Wesley and Zion Churches to
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large congregations. The former is a
prosperous cause in a growing part of
the city, but its new building is already
too small to accommodate the congrega-
tion. Zion is trying to sell its property,
and is looking for a new site for a new
building, which it greatly needs.

The evening before a holiday, when all
the stores are open, is not a good time
for & public meeting, but there was an
excellent audience for the Sunday-school
and Epworth League meeting at Zion
Church on Monday night, June 30th.
Many, doubtless, came specially to hear
Rev. George Jackson, of Edinburgh, who
happened to be in the city and kindly
consented to speak. By request he gave
an account of his mission work in Edin-
burgh, which was intensely interesting.
His description of

A SUNDAY EVENING SOCIAL MEETING

which is held every week, during the
season in connection with the mission
was especially appropriate. In most of
our Leagues the social evening does not
oceur more than once a month, but in
Mr. Jackson's church it is a weekly
event. They had found, he stated, that
there were, in a large city like Edin-
burgh, many young peopie living in
lodgings, and the hour, immediately
after the preaching service on Sunday
evening, was to them the dullest hour of
the week. They are therefore invited
to come in to the parlors of the Mission

THE CANADIAN

of the League Presidens and other
officers of the city was held, when it was
resolved to organize a “ Winnipeg Dis-
trict League.” A committee was formed,
with Prof. Riddell as chairman, to ar-
range details. The Leagues of Mani-
toba are greatly indebted to the Professor
for the unflagging interest which he has
shown in Epworth League work
throughout the Conference.

It is intended also to hold a Conference
League Convention in Winnipeg during
the General Conference. For some time
there has been a Conference Executive,
but on account of the great distances by
which the workers are separated, and
the multiplicity of other gatherings, no
Conference Convention has yet been held.
It will be a decided benefit if representa-
tives of the different Leagues through-
out the Conference can get together for
« day or two, and the Gencral Conference
affords a convenient opportunity, s many
of the ministers and laymen will be in
the city. -

Leaving Winnipeg on Wednesday, July
ond, we have a pleasant run on The
Canadian Northern through

THE PRATRIES

which at this season of the year are a
delight to the eye. Everywhere one
looks there are,.fields of waving grain, of
the most luxuriant growth. It is diffi-
cult for one who has never seen these
fields to form any idea of their extent.

B ——

BAULT STE. MARIE RAPIDS.
(Indians Fishing.)

Hall for a sogial time, They mingle
freely with one another in pleasant chat,
affording the pastor the opportunity of
becoming acquainted with strangers.
Some good sacred music is sung, light
refreshments served, and the evening
ends with family prayer, thus providing
an “at home,” away from home, Mr.
Jackson added that the results had been
such as to warrant the continuance of
this feature of his work.

An interesting incident occurred during
Mr. Jackson's address. As he continued
speaking after ten o'clock at the urgent
request of the audience, a woman who
sat almost in the front seat rose and
walked out by the door near the pulpit.
Addressing the speaker, so that every-
body could hear, she said, as she
passed, “ Pardon me sir, you have
my prayers, but I must go home
to my baby.”” The audience ap-
preciated the natural and easy way
in which the thing was done, and Mr.
Jackson proved himself equal to the
occasion by remarking: “ I have four of
the dearest bairns myself that ever
tugged at a parent’s heart-strings, and
1 can appreciate the good woman's desire
to get home to look after her baby.”

It seemed as if she felt that the
preacher was talking to her personally,
just as if they had been in the parlor,
and that it would have been rude to go
without apologizing.

At the close of the service a meeting

Imagine a hundred-acre farm, and in
thought take down all the fences. Add
to this ten or twelve other farms with
the fences all gone, and you have some
notion of & Manitoba prairie covered
with wheat as far as the eye can reach.

The story is told of an Easterner who
got off the train at a little wayside
station in the midst of the prairie and
spent some time looking around. When
asked what he thought of it, he said:
“1 feel as if 1 had got out of doors for
the first time in my life.”

MOSQUITOES AND WHEAT.

It seems strange that there should be
any connection between the two, but an
old residenter informed me that when-
ever there were many mosquitoes, they
also had lots of wheat. The fact is
that when there is very much wet
weather the mosquitoes are propogated in
great numbers, and this same moisture
brings on the wheat. Whatever may be
thonght of this there is a fine product of
both in Manitoba this year. The people
say that the prospect for a great harvest
was never better, and the expectation is
that forty bushels to the acre of “num-
ber one hard” will be quite a common
thing.

The *’skeeters” are particularly at-
tentive to strangers, and seem to prefer
their blood to that of those who live in
the country. Those who are coming
West for the General Conference may,
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however, congratulate themselves that
the little pests will probably have disap-
peared by the month of September.

The prairie does not have the bare ap-
pearance that used to characterize it ten
or twelve years ago. Farmers’ houses
are now very generally surrounded with
a cluster of trees, which, although they
do not grow to any great size, afford
shelter in winter, and a most agreeable
shade in summer,

One of the pleasant features of life in
Manitoba during the summer is the long
evenings which the people enjoy. The
boys commence & game of ball at seven
o'clock and have plenty of time to play
full nine innings before dark, and at
half past nine, in June and July, it is
light enough to see to read outdoors. No
matter how hot the day may have been
it is nearly always cool at night.

CARMAN DISTRICT CONVENTION

was held in the village of Roland, and
was a decided success. Although this
district in much larger than the average
district in Ontario, and the distances for
delegates to travel, much greater, there
are few districts that are better organized
for Epworth League work, and scarcely
any that hold a better convention. The
chairman, Rev. Dr. Maclean, took an
active part in the proceedings, and the
young people seemed glad to have him
as a leader. All the preachers of the
district were on hand, except those who
were moving. They appeared, to the
writer, to be a. particularly fine lot of
fellows, active, alert, aggressive, and
very much devoted to their work. Every
man seemed to recognize that the Ep-
worth League was worth looking after,
and his relation to it was one of hearty
participation in its enterprises.

The programme prepared for the Con-
vention was, in its mechanical make up,
one of the most complete and attractive
that has ever been published by a District
League, and the bill of fare which it
presented was, Wwith the exception of
several contributions from Ontario, of
the very best quality. Bach of the de-
partments was given attention, and the
papers and discussions were of a high
order. Prof. Riddell gave several in-
spiring addresses,

In missionary work Carman fs the
banner district of the Manitoba Confer-
ence, having raised $400 during the past
year toward the support of Mr. Endicott.
On calling the roll of socleties, it was
found that there was the probability of
a much larger sum being raised for next
year, and a resolution was introduced
jooking toward the support of & mission-
ary by the Carman District alone. It
was felt advisable, however, to give the
matter further consideration  before
taking so decided a forward step.

The most unique thing about the work
of the Carman District is their Lecture
Course,  This consists of a series of
lectures on Methodist history, doctrines,
hymnology, and polity, by ministers of
the district, during the year. The
plan is arranged by the executive, A
small admission fee is charged, and the
profits are devoted to the funds of the
District League. The object, however,
is not to make money, but to afford the
people information upon important mat-
ters relating to their own church. After
one year's trial, the Convention was
unanimous and enthusiastic about con-
tinuing the course. It is a feature which
our eastern districts might copy to good
advantage.

1 am inclined to think the space
allotted to this letter is about filled, so
that further scribblings from Manitoba
will have to be left over for our next
issue, A.CC
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Great Missionaries,

James Chalmers.

The recent murder of James Chalmers
@dds another name to the martyr roll of

the South Sea Islands. His body was
found after some days, cooked and partly
eaten by the cannibals who had killed
him.

James, born in 1841 in Ardrishaig,
Scotland, was a lively boy, full of mirth
and fun, and loving adventure. His
mother seemed constantly azpprehensive
of some damage coming to him, because
he was always into some mischief and
exposing himself to danger. Twice he
was carried home apparently drowned.
He was tinged with scampishness, too.
He organized an adventurous company
of lads, such as is known in Scotland as
a Robin Hood band, and led them in many
a queer exploit,

The same qualities in his make-up made
bhim just as daring in other directions.
When a student minister on his way to
preach he jumped into the water with
his best clothes on and rescued a fellow
student from drowning. He pulled at
least four persons out of the River Lea
while at College.

When he was fifteen years old he lis-
tened to a sermon on missions in the
Fiji Islands, in which the speaker said
he wondered if there was any lad in the
congregation who would become a mis
sionary. That did the work for James
Chalmers, though the fact of his becom-
ing a missionary did not occur till after
quite a different sort of a life in the in-
terim, but he never got away from the
vow he made that Sunday morning be-
hind a stone wall on his way home that
he would be a missionary.

He went far away from that purpose
while he was clerk in a lawyer's office.
At sixteen he arranged with two other
lads to “run away to sea.” The other
two went, but James lay awake after he
had packed his little bundle, and the
thought of the distress it would give his
mother mastered him, and he did not go.
After his conversion he became a city
missionary in Glasgow, and then a Samoa
missionary met him and asked him about
foreign missionary work, and soon the
London Missionary Society sent him to
college.  When he was twenty-three he
was one of the ten students sent for
training in the Missionary Institute. On
January 4, 1866, he sailed from London
in the missionary ship * John Williams”
for the Fiji Islands. He reached the
Island Aneityum after seven months, and
then the vessel was wrecked on a reef.
It was not till seventeen months had
passed that he landed at Raratonga Is-
land, made by a coral reef, which was
his first fleld of work.

He spent eleven years on the Fiji
group, and was then sent to open new
work in New Guinea, after having estab-
lished and conducted a theological school
for training native preachers, and various
other schools, on the Island of Raratonga.

It was May, 1878, when, accompanied
by his brave young wife, he began his
great work among the hostile tribes of
the great island of New Guinea. Here
frequent plots were laid to murder him,
but he gained such influence over the
people that he was not only known as
Tamatave (Teacher), but also as Maino
(Peacemaker), He often quelled the
flercest fights by rushing in among the
warriors, unarmed, shouting, * Maino!”
(Peace.) He said the only time he had
spears thrown at him was once when he
carried a weapon. His life was often in

peril when he was settling quarrels of
these fighting clans, He often went
among them when the natives of the
station were sure he would be killed;
his friends brought skulls and laid them
before him, saying if he went he would
be like these, and adorn their enemies’
war canoe, or hang outside the chief’s
house,

On one occasion Mr. Chalmers visited
an island called “Woman's Land,” in-
habited by Amazons; these women war-
riors were able to hold their own against
all comers. When he landed he saw hun-
dreds of women, but no men. They gave
a great scream, and he halted, and threw
some beads and cloth on the ground, and
walked away to the boat. One little girl
cruwled on her hands and knees to pick
up the beads, but she was loudiy scolded
by the women. The men and boys of
thig island went to a neighboring island
to work on their plantations, and to fight,
being weeks away at a time, leaving only
a4 few men at home, the women being
such good fighters and well able to defend
themselves and their children.

Once he had a very narrow escape when
he visited the island called Aroma. He
and his teachers walked several miles,
having sent their boats round to another
point where they expected to meet them,

REV. JAMES CHALMERS,

when they came upon a crowd of armed
men and women. They were two miles
from where the boat was to call for them,
when they overheard these armed par-
ties talking about where was a good place
to kill them. Mr. Chalmers was walking
between two men holding one hand of
each to keep them from using their clubs,
The people tried to get their guns from
them, jostling them about for the pur-
pose, while two men behind him carried
clubs to kill him. He prayed in silence,
when presently a man rushed up and
seized the club of the man next to Mr.
Chalmers and threw it into the sea; an
old woman diverted them for an instant,
and a chief came out shouting, ** Mine is
the Peace! What have the foreigners
done that you want to kill them?” Mr.
Chalmers then got a chance to empty
his satchel to divert them, and friendly
chiefs forced a passage through the
crowd, and shouted, “Go quick; go
quick! ” and they succeeded in reaching
their boat. It was the practice of the
people of this Island to kill all strangers.

On one of his missionary trips Mr.
Chalmers was entertained (?) in an idol
temple—at least, he had his breakfast
and dinner in one, with a heap of skulls
close by being cleaned. In the courts of
the temple were skulls of men, women,
and children, crocodiles, wild boars, and
many breasts of cassowarles; some of
these were carved and colored, All the
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human skulls were of persons they had
cooked and eaten.

Mr. Chalmers was told by the people a
legend about the origin of canaibalism
in these islands. It was that once upon a
time men returning from a successful
hunt blew their horns and sang, that the
women might come to the river bank to
meet them. The women asked what suc-
cess they had met with, and the men
said, “Great success; plenty to eat.”
When the women found that the canoes
contained boars, wallabies, and casso-
waries, they said: " Who is going to eat
that dirty stuff? Is that your successful
hunt?” The men asked their wives what
they meant, and one said, * I know; it is
a man they want.'

Throwing their other game aside, the
men started for a near-by village, and
soon returned with ten bodies. When
the women saw these they cried out,
" Yes; that is what we want.” The bod-
ies were cooked and eaten, and ever since
it has been counted the daintiest dish,
and those are considered fools who re-
fuse to eat of it.

More than once Mr. Chalmers was re-
ported dead, but he lived to make light
of the story. Alas! on April 8, 1901, he
was at last murdered while on a distant
exploring trip to find the best way to
reach the interior of the island, where
were great tribes that had never heard
the Gospel,

He was making explorations up the
Alrd River, in his usual bold and brave
way, just as for twenty-four years he had
gone among these dangerous people, till
he was to them the " Great Peacemaker.”
But now he had got beyond where his
fame had reached, and he had to begin
all anew to win his way among strange
tribes. .

The full details of his death will, per-
haps, never be known, as another mis-
sionary, Rev. O. F. Tomkins, recently
arrived out, and who was to Mr. Chal-
mers as Timothy was to Paul, was also
murdered at the same time. After some
days it was learned that it was about
sixty miles from the mission station on
the Fly River, on an estuary of the Aird,
in the extreme north-west corner of the
Papuan Gulf, that these two noble men
laid down their lives for Christ. It is not
in vain that he died at last at the hands
of men who “ knew not what they did.”
But the noble life had already won lofty
results among these far-off savage races,
and his martyr's crown will be set with
“many stars,”

“The Life of James Chalmers,” re-
cently published by the Revell Company,
will make a valuable addition to the mis-
sionary Library.

Christian Heroism,

Mrs. Laura Schwichtenberg, a wealthy
young widow and niece of Mr, John
Wanamaker, has decided to devote her
life to the leper colony on the island of
Cebu, one of the Philippine Archipelago.
Some time ago she received, at her urgent
vequest, appointment as government in-
spector of hospitals in the Philippines,
at which time ghe visited the leper
colony, declaring that her commission
took that in, as the whole colony was a
hospital. ~ She was greatly impressed
with the lack of sanitary conditions pre-
vailing, with the hopeless condition of
the 30,000 lepers congregated there, and
especially with the large number of sad
children. “I did not see a single happy-
faced child there,” she says; “ the scenes
still haunt me. I long to return and
take a little sunshine into their lives,”
Let her name stand with that of Mary
Reed.—Missionary Review,

The most prosperous Epworth Leagues
are those which give much attention to
the Missionary Department. There can
be no true success if the missionary
spirit is not developed.
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In charge of F. O, STEPHENSON, M.D., C M.,
Corresponding member of the Students’ Mission-

A Cont'ngent of Missionaries for
China and Japan.

William Fawcett Adams was born in
Toronto in 1874, In the helpful en-
vironment of a Christian home he
absorbed unconsciously much of the
Spirit of the Master, and as a child was
drawn out in thought toward the world's
need. When about ten years of age the
purpose to become a medical missionary
became fixed, and thereafter moulded his
entire life.  After taking the first year
in Arts in Toronto University, he
switched off into the study of dentistry
to obtain a more practical training. For
somewhat over a year he engaged in
dental practice, when in answer to the
call for men for the West, he sold out his
practide and for two years travelled cir-
cuits in Manitoba and Assiniboia. In
1899 he returned from the West and this
spring graduated in medicine, was
ordained, and has been appointed to our
work in West China.

Charles Winfleld Service was born in
a Methodist parsonage being the son of
Rev. Wm. Service, of tue Montreal Con-
ference. This was certeinly no disad-
vantage, for it led him at nn early age
into chureh membership, ani developed
in him an ardent love for Methodism.

The itinerancy rendered his earlier
career rather migratory. After spending
several years in Athens High School and
Ottawa Collegiate Institute, he entered
Albert College, Belleville, in the fall of
1889, where he spent one year, receiving
his Senior Matriculation
diploma in the spring of
1890, taking the Gover-
nor-General's gold medal
for general proficienc,
Then followed two years
of training for and ser-
vice in public school
teaching.

In October of 1892 he
entered Victoria Univer-
sity, Toronto, tp pursue
the Arts course. He
received the degree of
B.A. in 1805, These
three years witnessed
much activity in the Y. M. C. A. and
general religious and missionary work
of the college, It was at this time that
he definitely decided to devote his life to
the cause of missions, although for sev-
eral years his mind had been drawn to-
wards that work, He became a mem-
ber of the Student Volunteer Movement
by signing the declaration: “It is my
purpose, if God permit, to become a for-
eign missionary.” During his final year
in Arts he was actively identified with
the inception of the Student Missionary
Campaign, being one of the committee
of three chosen to prepare the first cir-
cular letter to the several Methodist col-
leges.

‘When he determined to spend his life
in missionary work, he decided to pursue
a course in medicine by way of further
preparation for his life’s work. Accord-
ingly, in the fall of 1895 he entered Trin-
ity Medical College, Toronto, where he
spent the next four years, receiving the
degree of M.D.CM. in June, 1899. Dur-
ing these years he was an active and en-
t ie y . visit-
ing and organizing several districts in
the Montreal Conference.

He was chosen as their missionary re-
presentative by two of these districts,
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Brockville and Matilda. In October,
1899, he was sent by our General Board
of Missions to Clayogquot, on the west
coast of Vancouver Island, to inaugurate
medical missionary work among the In-
dians. Over two years were spent on
that fleld. At a recent meeting of our
Missionary Executive, he was appointed
to our work in West China, for which
field he expects to leave shortly in com-
pany with the other appointees.

J. L. Stewart was born and spent his
boyhood days in the county of Victoria,
where

the pioneer settlers surrounded

REV. W. F. ACAMS, 0.0.5., M.0,

his life with Sunday-school, church, and
Christian home influences. In early
youth he removed to the town of Essex,
where he pasesd successively through the
public, high, and model schools, and for
a short time engaged in teaching. It
was during his high school days that,
listening to the earnest plea of the Rev.
Dr. Gundy for young men to live out
the Christ-life in all places, that the ap-
peal brought final conviction and de-
cision. He had no thought at this time
of entering the ministry, and decided

8.4, M.D.
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upon the profession of law. It was while
pursuing the course of study required for
this profession, that daily reports of the
intellectual, moral, social, and religious
state of the ciiv reached the office in
which he studied, and so pressed itself
upon him that afier deliberation he de-
cided that there iy the greater need.
Two years were ncxt spent at Toronto
University, then twe on circuit work in
London Conference. Reiurning to To-
ronto, he continued bis course in the de-
partment of philosojhy, completing it
with the class of 190:. and in 1902 has
completed his course {1 divinity at Vie-
toria. Over ten years ago, when on a
visit to Essex, the veteran Dr. Hart was
heralding the mission to 8z Chuan, the
subject of this sketch r ceived his first
and abiding impulses to wissionary work,
During his college course, he identified
himself with the missionsry activity.of
the Student Forward Movew.cnt, and en-
joyed the opportunity of spending Sun-
days and summer holidays doing cam-
paign work. The appeal to go himself
to the fleld was strong, but the way
appeared effectually barred for some
years. This year, however, the barriers
seemedburned away, and he had offered
himself gladly for work in West China,

ALV, W. J. MORTIMORE,
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Rev. C. J. L. Bates, M.A., was born and
bred at L'Orignal, Ont, in 1877. For
four generations he has been a member
of the Methodist Church, since the days
of John Wesley, in fact. Living as he
has in a Christian home from childhood,
his earliest tendencies were towards the
right, and as he grew in years he in-
creased in interest in the best things., In
his youth he was dedicated to the Lord,
and it was ever the desire of his parents
that he should be engaged in the work
of preaching the Gospel This ambition
was realized at an early age, as he began
to preach at seventeen years of age as an
Exhorter on the Vankleek Hill circuit.
The same year Mr. Bates went to
McGill  Universit. where he re-
mained for three years. At the end

of that time he was asked by the
church to take charge of a new
home mission at Blind River, On-
tario, in the Sudbury District At

the end of that year he was stationed
by the Montreal Conference at Ports-
mouth, Ont., and during that time he
studied at Queen's University, King:
ston, taking special work in phil-
osophy with John Watson. In 1901
Mr. Bates graduated with an M.A.
degree and the medal in philosophy.
One year ago a combination of cir-
cumstances led him to Montreal,
where, in August, he took charge of
Dorchester Street Church, which
church has a large city mission op-
portunity. In September he began
work in the Wesleyan Theological Col-
lege.

Last February at the Student Volun-
teer Convention for Missions Mr. Bates
heard the call for missions and offered
himself for China and was accepted by
the General Board of Missions of our own
church and was appointed to go to China
this fall; but less than three weeks ago
he received a letter from Dr. Sutherland,
our General Secretary, asking him to
consent to a change and allow himself to
be appointed to Japan. Feeling that the
work of God is one, and
that his only desire was
to be where he might
be of greatest service,
Mr. Bates placed him-
self entirely in the
hands of the church
and was accordingly
appointed to work in
Tokyo, Japan.

Farewell to Rev. C.
J. L. Bates, B.A.

An interesting meeting, well attended,
was held Tuesday evening, the 8th inst,
in Dominlon Square Methodist Church,
under the auspices of the Montreal Dis-
trict Epworth | eague, in the interests of
the Forward Movement for Missions.
The speaker of the evening was Rev. C.
J. L. Bates, who delivered a farewell ad-
dress, as he leaves early this fall to take
up his chosen work in China. All who
heard him could not have been otherwise
than pleased with his polished manner,
spleodid diction, and clear expression of
though*.

The Young People’s Societies of the Ot-
tawa District have come to the front in
missionary matters and are going to sup-
port h.m in the foreign fleld.

A ‘nessage was given Rev, Mr. Bates
by tue Montreal District Epworth League
to be conveyed by him to Rev. Dr. Ewan,
.nd this was attested by all in the aud-
fence rising to their feet.

Mr. J. Penose Anglin, president of the
District League, followed Rev. Mr. Bates
in a short address on the financiai side
of the Forward Movement.

The Summer School idea is growing.
This plan of studying the Bible and mis-
slons commends itself to all.
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By Rev. T. J. Park. M.A.
AUGUST 17.—* THE LIFE OF FAITH.”

Gen. 12 15 Heb. 11, 14,
Home Reavises,
What faith is

Mon., Prov. 4. 510
by

What faitl does Josh, 1. 14
Wed,, A g it Hal -4
Thu., Losing it 1 Tim. 1. 15-10
Fri., Using it
Sat., . The basis of faith

In considering the call of Abraham, it
should be remembered that it is not the
design of Scripture to record the famous
deeds of all men everywhere, to trace the

e of the k of this
world, but rather to unfold the spiritual
dealings of God with the race. The
sacred historian, after marking the down-
ward tendency of mankind, now calls
attention to a man on whom God's light
had shined, who had accepted that light,
and who was to be the only hope of a
world which had well-nigh perished in
the ruins of its corruption. God chose
Abraham that he might make him a
worthy ancestor of the children of faith,
and the founder of a nation, by means of
which he was to illustrate the ways of
His providence and grace. The know-
ledge of God and the existence of true
religion had become small in the earth,
and the call of this ancient worthy was
a spiritual revival—a fresh starting-place
in the religious history of mankind.
There are certain things, according to
Excell, to be said about this epoch in the
life of Abraham,

A DIVINE CALL.

The call was divine. However study
and meditation may have aided Abraham
in reaching his decision, yet he did not
by these means alone discover the course
of duty which he afterwards obeyed.
The root of the idea was suggested to
him from a source purely divine.
Stephen in the New Testament narrative
says, “The God of glory appeared unto
our Father Abraham.” There was
some visible manifestation of the divine
glory, and an authentic message was
heard.  This call conld not have bheen
an illusion, for:

1. To obey it he gave up all that was
dear and precious to him in the world.
He gave up country, kindred and home,
and entered upon an untried path, com-
mitting himself to an unknown future.
He could not have made such a sacrifice
without a sufficient reason. So the
early Christians submitted to persecution,
and even to death, hecause they knew
from personal experience inward and
outward that the facts of their religion
were true,

2. The course of his conduct could ot
be of human suggestion. He was not
driven from his country by adverse cir-
cumstances, or attracted by the promise
of plenty elsewhere, He might have
followed the usnal policy of the world,
and made the best of things where he
WAas, But he left a condition which
would then be considered as prosperous,
and cheerfully accepted whatever trials
might await him. The whole of his
character and destiny  were changed.
Natural causes cannot account for so
sudden and marked a transformation.
The Word and the Spirit of God alone
has power like this, An ignorant

idolater cannot be turned to the ways of
true religion and a life of faith, without
the operation of a divine power., And
Wwe can see in looking over these facts,
that Christian believers nowadays repeat
the history of this merchantman in the
by-gone ages, for they, too, are called of
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God, as was Abraham. “ The grace of
God which bringeth salvation, hath ap-
peared to every man.”

A SACRIFICING CALL.

The call demanded great sacrifices,
When Abraham was called, and he .re-
sponded to the call, he was not im-
mediately rewarded with remporal bless-
ings.  Appearances were altogether
against his deriving any advantages
from obedience. He was called upon to
make great sacrifices, with no human
prospects of compensation.

1. He had to sever the ties of country.
It is natural for a man to love his native
land, the scenes of his earliest years and
first impressions. A man's country be-
comes hallowed in the course of years hy
many tender associations, To have
been suddenly called to leave his country
l;ust have been no small trial to Abra-

am,

2. He had to sever the ties of kindred.
Natural relationships form a strong bond
of unity, and awaken a deepset love.
A man must have a stronger affection
for his own flesh and blood than for the
rest of the human race. These are the
most sacred of natural ties, and to sever
them touches the deepest fountains of
human emotion. Abraham was required
to make this sacrifice at a time when he
could feel it most,

3. He had to sever the ties of home.
This is nearer still than kindred, and
signifies all the dear and precious
things that lie nearest our heart. Man
has a kind of instinctive belief in home,
some spot where he can find rest and
comfort and love. It is a great sacri-
fice to break these ties, so strong, so dear,
And Abraham, in making up his mind to
this must have felt the pangs which the
exile feels when in banishment. All
these sacrifices.

4. We, too, here and how, may be
called upon to make similar sacrifices
in order to be loyal to God and the con-
victicns that exist within us. Are we
ready to make them?  Or shall we miss
the great opportunity of saving our souls,
enlarging our sphore of usefulness, and
rroving a blessing to the world? Re-
n ember Christ's words: “ Every one that
bath forsaken houses, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my name's sake,
shall receive an humdred fold, and
¢hall inherit everlasting life.”

A CALL OF FAITH.

The response to the call was an ex-
ample of faith. The promise was made
in general terms, and the good things to
come, as far as Abraham was personally
concerned, placed at a great distance. To
act upon a promise like this required
strong faith.  For it is true that:

1. Faith is needed to brave the terrors
of the nnknown. This man went forth upon
his untried journey without any clear
idea as to where he was going or what
might await him along his course. The
unknown is ever the terrible, and we can
only enter it with any confidence or hope
when supported by the mysterious power
of faith,

2. Faith trusts in God. This ancient
worthy did not know where he was going,
but like Paul of a later day, he knew
“whom he had believed.” * Abraham
believed  God.” That faith  which
simply belicves facts concerning God is
all but useless, but that faith which be-
lieves in God is both powerful and
energetic,

3. In religious faith there is an ele-
ment of reason. Religion does not
require us to exercige a blind faith, We
have to venture something, but still we
have something to justify us in the step.
The call of God may demand of us that
we ghould go beyond what reason could
point out, but never that we should act
contrary to reason. Abraham knew it
was God that spoke, and God could have
only a high and worthy purpose in view
in all his commands to men.
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A CALL OF PROMISE,

The. call was accompanied by promise.
God does not explain all the reasons of
his dealings with believers, yet he gives
them  sufficient  encouragement by
promises of future good." Abraham was
assured that the advantages of obedience
would be great. For the loss of country
God promised that he would make him
a great nation. For the loss of his
place of birth, God promised to bless
him with a higher prosperity. And for
the loss of family distinction, God
promised to make his name great. His
cause was to be identified with the cause
of God. He was to be the source of
the highest blessing to mankind. By
such inspiriting prospects as these was
Abraham encouraged in the path of duty.
And any one who will break sympathy
with his sinful self, and evil surroundings
shall also find promises exceedingly
great and precious to support his faith,
and give abiding foundation to his hope.

BIBLE EXAMPLES,

1. Calls of the Bible: Noah, Gen. vi. 13;
Jacob, Gen. xxvill. 12; Moses, Ex. iii;
Gideon, Judges vi. 11; Samuel, 1 Sam.
iif.; Elijah, 1 Kings xvii.; Elisha, 1
Kings xix. 1619; Isaiah, Isa. vi.; Jere-
miah, Jer. i.; Ezekiel, Ezek. i.; Hosea,
Hosea i.; Amos . 7-14.

2. Calls to Salvation: Psa. xlix.; Prov.
. 20; Matt. fii. 11, 28; John vil. 37;
Rom. viil. 28; 2 Cor. v. 20; Rev. ii. 5;
xxii. 17.

3. Danger of Rejecting: Psa, 1. 17;
Prov. 1. 24; Matt. xxii. 3; John xii. 48;
Rom. xi. 8; 2 Thess. ii. 10.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Distribute the foregoing passages of
Scripture among the members present,
Have them read in their order, giving
introduction and comments as occasion
requires. Have all begun *“the life of
faith.” If not, now is the accepted time,
now is the day of salvation.

. 4 4 Gal.8,1; Heb. 18, 1,2

Home ReaviNes,

L Putting off th
. Christ's free

If we would run well, we must run
light; and if we would run light, we
must look to Christ. The central in-
junction in Heb. 12, 1, 2, is, “Let us
run with patience;” the only way of
doing that is the “laying aside all weights
and sin;" and the only way of laying
aside the weights and sin is “looking
unto Jesus.”  The “sin which doth so
easily beset us” is sin generically. All
sin is a besetting sin. It is the charac-
teristic of every kind of transgression,
that it circles us round about, that it is
always lying in weight and lurking for
us.

WEIGHT AND 5N,

Every “welght” is distinct from
“sin”  We, as racers, must throw aside
the garment that wraps us round—that
is to say,  the sin that easily besets us;”
and then, besides that, we must lay aside
everything else that weights us for the
race—that is to say, certain habits or
tendencics within us.  We are to lay
aside all encumbrance, whatever im
pedes us, whatever would hamper or
delay us, from whatever cause, in what-
ever way, and with patient endurance,
cheerful constancy, and unflagging de-
votion run the Christian race,

SOME HINDRANCI S NOT SINS,

Sin is a transgression of God's law; a
“ weight” is that which, allowable in
itself, is for some reason a hindrance
and impediment in our running the
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heavenly race. Sin is sin, whosoever
does it But weights may be weights
to me, and not weights to you. What
are these weights? We carry them
about with us, and we are to put them
away from us. They are the feelings
and habits of mind by which we abuse
CGod's great gifts and mercies. We are
to put away the disposiions within us
which make things temptations. Every
every d every p
internal and external, we may turn into
heavy weights that drag us down to the
low spot of unspiritual conduct.

HOW TO RUN,

If we would run, continues Maclaren,
we must lay aside these welghts. The
whole of the Christian's course is a
struggle. We carry with us a double
nature.  If there is ever to be a positive
progress in the Christian race, it must
be accompanied by the casting away of
much that interferes with it. There is
no spiritual life without dying; there is
no spiritual growth without putting off
“the old man with his affections and
lusts.” How is this laying aside to be
performed ?

1. By getting so strong that the thing
shall not be a weight, though we carry it.

2. By taking the prudent course of put-
ting it utterly aside.

LAYING ASIDE FOR WHAT !

Some people suppose that when they
have laid aside a weight, conquered a
hindrance, given up some bad habit, that
they have done a meritorious thing. We
are, no doubt, strengthened by the very
act of giving up a bad thing; but then
itis of nouse at all except inso faras it
makes us better fitted for the progress
which is to come after it. The racer
puts aside his garments that he may
run. We empty our hearts that Christ
may fill them. * Looking unto Jesus"”
is the only means of thorough-going,
absolute self-denial.  All other sur-
render than that which is based on love
to him and faith in him, is but surface
work, and drives the subtle disease to
the vitals. If you would lay aside every
weight, you must look to Christ, and let
hig love follow into your soul, and then
you will be free for service. Then self-
denial will not be self-denial. It will
be blessing and joy and peace. What-
ever you give up for Christ, you get
back from Christ, better, more beautiful,
more blessed, hallowed to its very core,
joyful possessich forevermore.

LOOKING UNTO JESUS,

1. How shall we look ‘o Jesus?

(a) Look unto him as Saviour. Thus
we obtain freedom from sin, and freedom
unto service.

(b) Look unto him as Master. He
directs the race. He leads as captain.
The look should be one of obedience.

(¢) Look unto him as an Example.
Jesus is the model man. To imitate

him is freedom and to be like him is
perfection.

2. Where shall we look to Jesus?

(a) In common duty. Christ's image
can be reflected in a little pool even better
than in o great lake.

(b) In times of temptation. Then we
need the upward look to strengthen us
for victory.

(¢) In times of difficulty. Moses in
the midst of great perplexity, looked con-
tinually to see whether the pillar-clond
had moved.

(d) In the means of grace. What an
empty thing worship is without the up-
ward look to God.

3. What sort of looking must it be?

(a) Trustful looking. A man on a
height looks up, not down.

(b) O
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FLASHLIGHTS,

Nothing has so many hooks as worldli-
ness, and yet no hook holds unless we
want it to.

Running away from the world but
fastens its hooks more firmly. We must
be in the world, yet not of it.

If we would not be occupied by the
world, we must occupy our thoughts with
heaven.

It is a good rule never to undertake
any earthly business that would dull our
1ercention ol sni1 il i nes, or diminish
the time we should spend upon them.

The liberty of the Christian is not ex-
emption from duty, but power in duty.

Christian liberty does not permit us to
follow our natural inclinations, but gives
us inclinations which it will be safe to
follow anywhere,

The Christian is set free from self, and
therefore he is ransomed from timidity,
ana tear, and envy, and covetousness.

A man's chains are always within, and
never outside.  Christ alone can break
these hidden chains.

AUGUST  31,—“COMMUNION  AND
TRANSFORMATION.”

B 4, 20355 Lk, 25, 2.

Hose Reapixes,

Lonely Prayer. Matt. 14,
i year, 1

Wed, Aug. Elijuh’s retire
Thur,, Aug. 25 Moses and the bush.,
Fri,,  Aug Saniel at night.

Bl
This

Aug, 0. Jonah's prayer.

marvellous scene,

commonly
known as the Transfiguration, is one
of the most noteworthy to be found in

the Scriptures. It stands out by itsell
as ‘most remarkable in its miraculous
display, its important teachings, and its
permanent effects, In this age of much
doubt and dishelief in the supernatural,
of increasing trust in the material, and
decreasing taith in the spiritual, the les_
sons of this mountain scene, which teach
nothing unless they teach belief in the
supernatural and divine, are much needed,
When men are seeking rest for the soul's
demands in business and pleasure, in
books and philosophy, they need to be
reminded that soul rest, and soul safety,
are found in * Jesus only.” “ Back to
Christ " needs to be the watchword of
Christendom to-day.

OBIECT OF THE TRANSFIGURATION.

There were several purposes in the
Transfiguration scene, some of which are,
as follows:

1. Encouragement to the Disciples
Jesus, before this, had given his disciples
glimpses of his sufferings and death,
which had startled and shocked their
faith and disappointed their hopes. Now,
he gives them a view of his coming glory.
They now see the crown beyond the
Cross. The veil is parted, and they be-
hold the glorious realities on which the
future of the Messiah and his work are
founded.

2. The faith of the disciples was streng-
thened. Hitherto, they had seen Jesus
only in human form, with the flashes of
divinity which shone through his mirac
Jous works and heavenly words, Now
they see his real nature, his inherent
and essential divinity blazing out through
the serge and sackcloth of his humanity.
Henceforth, their faith that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, will remain un-
shaken, and they can bear witness to
what they know and have seen.

3. The disciples would understand the
reason of the death on the cross. The
subject of their conversation, the death
on the Cross, would enable the disciples
to see the importance and necessity of
Christ's sacrifice and departure. The

looking.  Obedi is
the proper spirit of servants.
(e) Affectionate looking. Looking to
Jesus as to our dearest friend, with ut-
most confidence, and eager longing.

was the great event of the
world’s history. This was the real found-
ing of the Kingdom of God, and the be-
ginning of these glorions times which
the prophets had foretold.
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4. It showed the disciples the real har-
mony of the old and new dispensations.
They would now understand how the
Gospel was the fulfilment of Moses and
the prophets; how loyalty and faithful-
ness to Jesus Christ would constitute
their whole duty, and the essential unity
of the Church for all time.

LESSONS FROM THE SCENE.

1. We are reminded that seclusion 1$

needed for the highest sort of devotion.
Jesus and his three disciples had with-
drawn to the mountain top for special
communion with God. In this busy age
the quiet hour of meditation and the
secret hour of devotion are greatly needed
to prepare the Christian for faithful ser-
vice,
2. We learn that the devotional spirit
sees new glory in Christ and in his
Word. When Peter and his companions
retired apart with Christ, he was trans-
figured before them, and Moses and
Elijah shared his brightness. This came
to the disciples in the hour of devotion.
S0, when we give ourselves to the devo-
tional study of the Scriptures, new radi-
ance and strong help break forth from
its pages for us.

3. We are taught that devotion is not
the whole of life. Peter wanted to re-
main on the summit permanently. But
he did not fully understand his duty.
There was a world to be redeemed, and
how could it be accomplished if Jesus
beld back on the mountain from the
Cross? There was, even at that moment,
a poor demoniac in the valley waiting

their descent in order that he
might be cured. The disciples them-
selves, having been refreshed and

strengthened spiritually by this period of
devotion and heavenly vision, were now
to go in the strength of this spiritual
uplift and power to perform service for
others, The heavenly vision is to lead
to earthly service. Devotion furnishes
support for the performance of the duties
and the endurance of the trials of life.
And, young people, remember that vour
great advantages of Bible study, of re-
ligious training, of church privileges, of
devotional opportunities—all call upon
you to render faithful and efficient ser-
vice for God and humanitv. To whom
much is given, of whom much shall be re-
quired.  Your vision of the divine is
intended not only for your own spiritual
enrichment, but for your increased activ-
ity and usefulness in the Lord's work.

SIDE

AGHTS

Panl saw a bright vision on the Damas-
cus road, and forthwith he began to
preach the gospel.

Peter saw the vision on the housetop,
and straightway he began to baptize Gen-
tiles.

Moses' rebuke was effective hecanse he
had just come down from the mount of
vision. You cannot rebuke men on their
level,

Christ could not remain on the moun-
tain-top, because men Wi in need of
him in the valley, and he began healing
them as soon as he got down.

We think of heavenlv visions as if they
were always of duty, hut often they are
of beauty, of nrivilege, of jov.

We see nothing but what we have eyes
for the seeing. Heavenly visions come
only to men of heavenly mind.

If you want visions, first make sure
that you will obey their commands.

The visionary ideal is the best of labor.
The value of work lies in what the worker
can see bevond his work.

God sends no vision that has not feet
to follow vou up, and hands to help you
o

n.

Seeing is a matter of education. How
much more an artist can see in an art
gallery than a clown! Train yourself for
heavenly vision,

The eves of sailors, accustomed to

range over great distances unimpeded,
are much sharper than ordinary eyes.
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The more you practise on heavenly seeing
the more you can see in the heavens,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Arrange for a “ Chain-meeting” for
this topic, that is, ask every member of
the soicety to come with some thought
written or memorized bearing on the
topic, and, as one reads or recites his
thought, he will name his successor, and
80 on until all have taken part. This
will make a very interesting meeting, and
profitable as interesting.

SEPT.7.- “READY FOR HIS COMING.”
Luke 12,3140,

Home Reavixas,

Mon., Sept. 1. The wise servant
Tues., Sept. 2. No one knows when .
Wed., Sep The unready virgins
Thur,,Sep The master cometh
Fri,, “Sept. 5. As & snare,

Sat., Sept. 6. Asa thief,

The second coming of Jesus Christ was
one of the teachings of Jesus that moved
the heart of the early Church and affected
its character as much as any other dog-
trine. It was for the Lord’s people a
glorious event to he most ardently longed
for. It meant a triumph of the Kingdom
of God. Methodist young people, how-
ever, must remember that there is much
error abroad regarding the second com-
Ing of Christ. Methodism does not teach
the immediate coming of Christ in person
to rule over the world, It teaches that
the millennium is a period of the general
prevalence of Christianity in the world,
and this millennium shall precede the
coming of Christ in visible form in his
glorified body tot Jjudge the living and
the dead. Make clear in your minds,
young people, the teaching of your
Church on this doctrine:

1. Methodism believes and teaches that
under the power of Christianity the
world shall in time reach the Golden Age
of love and virtue and knowledge. Then
Jesus shail reign in education, science,
philosophy, society, and government, not
in person, but in the sense of his exercis-
ing directly through his Church, the most
active influence in human sffairs, This
is the millennium. The world is moving
on to this happy consummation,

2. Methodism believes and teaches that
Christ will come again in visible form
in his glorified body to judge the quick
and the dead. This is the Second Com-
Ing of Christ, properly so called. The
millennium must come first, and then the
l?eﬂmd Advent—but when we do not

now,

WATCH AND BE READY,

Somewhere in the future, there is to be
a world better than the present one—a
vorld more wisely and happily ordered.
a world of moral beauty and growing
righteousness, It will be a world in
which Christ, who once suffered for men
shall reign in and over all men. His
Spirit shall dwell in them, and shall raise
them toward the true ideal of sainthood.
This coming period constitutes a great
hope and inspiration to the Christian.
And if Christians believe in the appear-
ance of this Golden Age of the Saviour's
reign, they should patiently wait for it,
be personally ready for it, and work ear-
nestly for its consummation. The Sa-
viour would have his followers be like
servants who watch for the coming of
their Lord, that when he comes, they may
be ready to recelve him. He would have
us believe in and look for the advent of a
better world, in which present Wrongs
shall be made right. He would have us
sustain ourselves under the totls and hard-
ships of our individual lot, by looking
forward to the glorious age of our Re-
deemer’'s triumphal dominion.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

IGNORANCE OF THE TIME.

Our Lord enjoins all to watch. What
is this watchfulness? It fs, literally,
wakefulness. We are beset by tempta-
tions to sleep, to spiritual drowsiness and
torpor.  Without continual effort, our
perception of the unseen realities, and our
aletrness for service, will be lulled to
sleep. Christ bases his command on our
ignorance of the time of his coming. It
was his purpose that from age to age his
servants should be kept in the attitude of
expectation, as of an event that might
come at any time, and must come
at some time. Christ comes to every
one at death, and because of the uncer-
tainty of the time of its coming, we
should be always ready for its approach.
In fact, any future event which combines
these two things—absolute certainty that
it will happen, and utter uncertainty
when it will happen—such an event
ought to be remembered and carefully
prepared for, and only blind folly or

thoughtless indifference will prevent
such preparation.
FAITHFULNESS ILLUSTRATED,

The trusted servant is not uncommon
in the East, says Dr. Tristram, who has
travelled there. He has known owners
leaving their houses just as though they
were going ont for a morning drive,
everything open, in charge of a head ser-
vant, and going off to Europe, perhaps
for months; and though the servant
might not know of the time when the
master might happen to put in an appear-
ance, everything about the establishment
was kept in the same order and condition
the whole time as though the master were
coming any hour. It is not unusual to
hear the remark that an Oriental to
whom property or responsibility is en-
trusted in the absence of his lord, will be
found by the side of his burden, * dead
or alive.” A forceful illustration, indeed,
of what {s expected of all Christ's fol-
lowers,

GOD'S KREADINESS,

(a) God proves his readiness in nature,
His gravitation, his ether, his electricity,
his light, all his forces are alert for the
touch, and always have been. (b) His
readiness shows itself in grace. His for-
glveness is always ready at the touch of
the upraised hand. (c) His readiness is
far ahead of our need. Long before we
were horn he had planned for us an
ideal life, if we would only follow his
plans. (d) And his readiness has antiei-
pated our death, for he has prepared an
eternal abiding place for us. (e) God is
always ready for Satan, and if God is our
ally, Satan will never catch us unpre-
pared.

OUR READINESS,

(a)God's readiness will avail us noth-
ing without our readiness. The rain is
worth little to us unless we furnish cis-
terns. (b) We cannot be ready at all
times to do God’s will without keeping
ever in mind the relative importance of
worldly and eternal things. (c) No one
can be ready for a matter unless he thinks
much and constantly about it. If we
would be ready to do God's will, we must
meditate much upon it. (d) As we work
in Christ’s strength alone, so, also, it is
only in Christ's strength that we can keep
ourselves ready to work.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Aslt your pastor to give a short address
on Christ's second coming, according to
Bible teaching as interpreted by the Meth-
odist Church. We have great responsi-
bility as young people in preparing our-
selves and the world for the coming Gold-
en Age of our Saviour’s supremacy. Seek
to lead those who are “ not ready " to a
knowledge of Christ and Christian char,
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SEPTEMBER 14,—“ DELIGHT IN GOD'S
IOUSE.”
: Palms 100, 1.5,

Home REeaviNes,

. The head of the church. .. Col. 1, 16-20
The glory of the church Tsa, 02, 1-7
The task of the church Rom, 16, 16

. A united church John 17,
Fri., Sept. 12 A purified o
Sat., Sept. 13 A truimphant

The purpose of the Bible was to give
to mankind the record of the manifesta-
tion of God in Jesus Christ, and through
him to create and develop the Christian
Church for the salvation of the world.
Jesus Christ is the corner-stone of the
church, when viewed as a building; he 18
its Head and its Life, and the source of
its power, when viewed as a living organ-
ism. His fundamental dictrine was the
Kingdom of God, created through the alle-
glance of individual souls to himself as
supreme Lord, maintained by doing the
will of God, and certified by the over
throw of the kingdom of Satan in the
soul. 1t does not come with display, for
it is the enthronement of Christ in the
individual life. Its consummation will be
the complete and perfect obedience of all
redeemed souls to God. Christ left as
his permanent instruction to his disciples
that they should go into all the world
and teach all nations what he had com-
manded them as the law of their life. In
this way the Chrstian Church began as
a union of believers in Christ, who,
through faith and love, are members of
the Kingdom of God. It is supernatural
in its origin, and sustained by life im-
parted to it from God. The essential
elements of the Christian Church are (a)
repentance towaru God; (b) Supreme
allegiance to Christ; (¢) The gift of the
Holy Spirit; (d) The covenant of believ-
ers, established by baptism and the Lord's
Supper.

Tn;”be a part of this universal Church,
and one of the members thereof, is to be
a Christian, and all such will not forsike
“the assembling of themselves together,
as the manner of some is.”

A WRONG VIEW,

1. The wrong view of going to church.
—Important and essential as attendance
upon the services of the church is, as may
be inferred from the foregoing historic
review, yet such attendance is only a part,
and a very small part at that, of the
Christian life. bor the believer's duty
includes (a) Obedience, inward and out-
ward, to the law of love; (v) A life of
devotion to the good of others; (c) con-
formity to the precerts of th: Worl of
God, among which is the duty and privi-
lege of going to church.

If we go to church on'y, and n»gl-ct the
other elements of true religion, we may
have a specious outside morality, vut it
covers up the enmity of our hearts
against God, and brings us into condemid-
nation. We may, by outward formality,
persuade ourselves and deceive ofhers
into thinking that we are Christiang in-
deed, but God, who knows what i8 in
man, will be forced one day to declare,
“1 never knew you.” Attempted eternal
conformity to divine law, which is un-
questionably better than a life of flagran*
8in, yet does not constitute salvation here
or hereafter. . Merely going to church
does not give one a passport into the
kingdom of heaven. If you are uncon-
verted, go to church, by all means, for
the good you may get, and for the good
you may do, but do not imagine fhat
your going to church, apart from accept-
ing Christ as “the way, the truth, and
the life,” will admit you into the fellow-
ship of the people of God.

A RIGHT VIEW.

2. The right view of going to church.—
This leads to a consideration of the mo.
tives which prompt attendance at public
worship. The believer will regard the
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church as a place of assembly for certain
definite purposes—a place of assembly of
Christians for worship, edification, and
inspiration; of the unsaved, who need sai-
vation; of the discouraged, who dgsire
comfort; of the broken-hearted, who long
for consolation; of the bright and jovful,
who contribute to their good cheer and
divinely-born confidence to all.

(a) What we should mean when we go
to church! We should mean that we love
the Lord. Our love for God constrains us
to enter his house and engage in his wor-
ship. We should mean that we expect to
rejoice in the service of God’s house, "1
wae glad when they said unto me, let us
go Into the house of the Lord.” We re-
Joice because of the spiritual uplift that
we obtain; because of the sacred inter-
ests we promote; because of the instruc-
tion we receive; because of the Christian
society in which we mingle. We should
mean that we have love for all who are of
the household of faith. The public as-
sembly of God’s people, with the sacra-
ments that are ed in the
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_ Beslth and Home,

Enjoy Social Life,

1t is dangerous to live a pent-up, shut-
in life,. They who are not forced by
circumstances to confine their soclal life
altogether to their home should see much
of other people. It is a mistake which
tends to narrowness to allow one's self
to become too busy with his own affairs
and his own home to get any of that
kind of growth which the sunshine of
gocial life promotes,—Cumberland Pres-
byterian.

Good Neighbors.

A friend, who was looking for a mod-
est home in the country, recently re-
marked that it never before occurred to
him how important it was in a compara-
tively thinly-settled region to have good

8,

church, knits men together in the closest
religious sympathy and forms the grand-
est brotherhood on earth. We should
mean that we wish to be obedient to the
commands of God, and that we ‘desire to
engage in the worship of the highest.
The noblest act of the human soul is
communion with God. The promise is,
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength,

(b) What we should do in regard to the
church services! Attend ourselves regu-
larly, and devoutly. Join in the singing,
prayer, and testimony. Give attention
and heed to the instruction of God's ser-
vants, Contribute of your means to the
'{’nnr“:l supﬁlrt of the church. Aid, as

possible, in the mission:

philanthropic work. Don’t be :r!:*u:l:-
follower, a mere hanger-on—be a soldier
in active service in this the greatest cause
that can engage the attention of men.
Invite others to attend. We enjoy the
riches of the kingdom of heaven, then let
us seek to extend its benefits to others
in spiritual poverty. A loving invitation
extended will do us good; will do those
who accept the invitation good; will
quicken the ardor of those who worship
to have many others join with them in
the holy pvivilege. * Lel us go” spoken
by one hundred men in any city or town
to those over whom they have intiuence
would raise a monster meeting. How
few ever take their religiously indifferent
friends b! the hand and say, * Let us go
together. We' can bring multitudes
WhOl!,l we can never send or drive to the
Lord's house, Many who would never
come alone, would come most willingly
under the shadow of our company. Let
us pa examples of proper decorum in
God’s house, for which we should enter-
tain constant reverence. Let us live be-
fore the world so as to commend the
Christ, in whom we believe, and whom
we worship in the sanctuary. Let us
dwell in the house of the Lord, and live
under its sacred influences all the days
of our life, until we leave the church mili-
tant to join the church triumphant.

TO THE WORD,

Isa. xxvili. 16; 1 Peter il. 6; Eph. ii
2022; Bph. 1. 22, 23; Mark i. 14, 15; Matt,
x’c!lml'l lil;kecxll. 21, 22; John xiv. 23

. 47; Col. i. 18; ; Zech,
s 8; Isa. il. 3; Zech,

Cheerfulness.

Try it for a day, I beseech you, to pre-
serve yourself in an easy Lid ,chee‘l"lul
frame of mind. Compare the day in
which you have rooted out the weed of
dissatisfaction with that on which you
have allowed it to grow up, and you will
find your heart open to every good mo-
tive, your life strengthened, and your
breast armed with a panoply against
every trick of fate; truly, you will won-
der at your own improvement.—Richter.

In the city, where frequently
you do not know who lives next door,
you hardly think of it. But in the coun-
try the situation is entirely changed.
Disagreeable or unaccommodating neigh-
bors may spoil every other advantage of
a country home. You may be compelled
to call on them for protection in time of
danger from robbers or fire, or for ald in
sickness, or for a thousand little ameni-
ties that go to make country life agree-
able, If your neighbours are the kind
of folks who would steal your goods in
case of fire, or would refuse to go for the
doctor, or do an errand when they drive
to the village, you would be pretty thor-
oughly deterred from settling in that
place, And yet almost everywhere you
go you find that neighbors are inclined
to be considerate, helpful, and accom-
modating. Those of us who live in cities
do not realize, until we have occasion to
look into it, how much genuine human
helpfulness and kindness find expression
in the acts of “ neighbors.”

School-Girl:.

Teachers generally agree on one thing
—they say let night entertainments. if
they have to occur in the school-child's
life, come on Friday or Saturday night,
but do mot let them break in on study
days. One teacher tells me she would
much prefer it did not occur at all, and
she points out as her best student the
rosy-faced, plainly-gowned little -girl,
with her hair neatly parted and hanging
in a long braid down her back. *“ Not
only my best pupil,” she adds, but my
best girl; sweet-tempered, courteous and
kind to all her fellows, rich or poor. She
iy simple in her manners as in her
clothes, and just a girl, not a young laay
yet. You ask why ? Simply because
she has a lovely, wise, womanly mother,
with the best interests of her child and
the interests of the whole school at heart,
yet she is one of the wealthiest women
in the city.’—Good Housekeeping.

Secret of a Long Life. «

You sometimes see a woman whose old
age is as exquisite as was the perfect
bloom of her youth. You wonder how
this has come about. You wonder how it
is her life has been a long and happy
one. Here are some of the reasons:

She knew how to forget disagreeable

things.

She kept her nerves well in hand, and
inflicted them on no one.

She mastered the art of saying pleas-
ant things.

She did not expect too much from her
friends.

She made whatever work came to her
congenial,
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She retained her illusions, and did not
believe all the world wicked and unkind.

She relieved the miserable and sympa-
thized with the sorrowful.

She never forgot that kind words and
a smile cost nothing, but are priceless
treasures to the discouraged.

She did unto others as she would be
done by, and now that old age has come
to her, and there is a halo of white hair
about her head, she is loved and con-
sidered. This is the secret of a long
life and a happy one.

Singing in the Family.

Cultivate singing in your family. Begin

when the child is mnot yet three
years old. The songs and hymns
your childhood sang, bring them all
back to your memory and teach
them to your little ones; mix them
all together to meet the varying moods as

in after life they come over us so myste-
riously at times. Many a time, in the
very whirl of business, in the sunshine
and gaiety of the avenue, amid the splen-
dor of the drive in the park, some little
thing awakes up the memories of early
youth—the old mill, the cool spring, the
shady tree by the little school-house—and
the next instant we almost see again the
ruddy cheeks, the smiling faces and the
merry eyes of schoolmates; some of them
are gray-headed now, while most have
passed from amid earth’'s weary noises.
And, anon, “the song my mother sang”
gprings unbidden to the lips and soothes
and sweetens all these memories.

At other times, amid the crushing mis-
haps of business, a merry ditty of the
olden time breaks in upon the ugly train
of thought and throws the mind in an-
other channel; light breaks from behind
the cloud in the sky and new courage is
given us. The honest man goes gladly
to his work; and when, the day's labor
done, his tools are laid aside and he i
on his way home, where his wife and
c¢hild and the tidy table and cheery fire-
side awalt him, how can he but have
music in his heart to break forth so often
into the merry whistle or the jocund
song? Moody silence, not the merry
song, weighs down the dishonest trades-
man, the perfidious clerk, the unfaithful
gervant, the perjured partner.

“We accord,” says a gentleman who has
written much, “our unqualified indorse-
ment of the above; and even now, al-
though we have passed our threescore
years, the songs of our youth are often
resurrected, and we love to hum them
over again, and often do so, in the lone
hours of the night, when there are none
{0 hear save ourself and the drowsy ‘gray
gpiders on the wall;’ and while doing so
we feel inclined toward ‘treason, strate-
gem and spoils’ than at any other hour
within twenty-four. We fondly look hack
to the days when we were as musical as
a hand-organ—and perhaps as eracked as
many of them, too—those days when we §0
lightly touched the keys to the measure
of the songs we sang.  We often regret
time, circumstance and advancing years
have so effectually quieted our vocal
muse; still we revert to the ballads of
yore and mentally exclaim :

«1ging me the songs that to me were 80

ear, ‘o
Long, long ago; long, long ago.
—Mother, Home and Heaven.

Lc;vc and Take.

Leave at home your business and
household cares, your Wworry and preju-
dice, your love of ease and your fault
finding spirit. Take with you your Bible,
one or more Yyoung Christians, your
sweetest temper, your most charitable dis-
position, a teachable spirit, a thankful
and prayerful spirit, and a determined
purpose as far as is in your power to
help others and to make the school a suc-
cess,—Trumpet Call.
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Junior Topics.

10th.—"* How to help the boys aml
girls who do not have a good time.”
—Eph. 4, 32,

This is vacation month, and our topic
last week was “ How to have a good
time”  One of the lessons we learned
in our topie study then is the quality we
need to begin  with now-—generosity.
Our text has two words we must consider
—one" and “ another,” and it speaks of
our being kind “one to another.” You
are the “one” How about the other
one? You may have all you need to
give you a happy vacation, the other one
may be poor, ill, or from some other
cause prevented from knowing any of
your joy or pleasure, Cannot you do
something to “ share up” as we learned
last weck?  While we who are healthy
and strong are enjoying ourselves, lat
us not forget the others who cannot really

Aug.

get much pleasure out of the holidays.
No mat how little we do for “one
another,” we get as well as give. The

sweetest pleasure is not in getting, but
in giving. This did Christ—he gave
Himself.  And as he did, so we are ex-
horted to do. The giving that toy to
your sick neighbor boy brought you more
plensuro than )meplng it for yourself
would have given. When you carried
those sweet flowers to that poor old bed-
ridden woman, you found satisfaction in
her pleasure, did you not? Of course
you did, for this is the law governing all
help—who helps others, helps himself.
. It is surprising how many
there are who cannot have as good a
time as' we have, and whom we can
help.  We do not need to look long or
go far to find them. 8o dear juniors,
hunt them up, share your pleasures with
them, do it for Christ's sake, and you
will double your own juys by sharing
them with another. Rather than beirng
envious of those who have more than
we, let us think of the many who have
less, and seek to increase their scanty
store.  And always remember that *if
the best things are not possible, the best
use may be made of those that are.” To
make the most of what we have is the
right way to get the greatest satisfaction
out of having it. This is as true of
juniors as of seniors, of little things as
of great, and if we learn that by using
what we have we shall got more, we shall
not fret at the small amount we have;
but try to put it to the best possible use.
So, If you have a book another has not,
loan it to him; if you have flowers, cut
them and send them out to brighten lives
that are less happy than yours; if you
have a boat, take one who has none for
a ride wllh you—in short, divide your
pleasures, and so double them. In this
way yon can do a sum in division and
multiplication at the same time. And
if the ones you help, help others, and so
on and on, how great will be the sum
total of help given. Have a good time,
and remember that one of the best ways
of having it is to help others, that all
may rejoice together, and mno one
grumble,

Aug. 17th.—" How to be true Juniors in
Vacation."—Ecc. 9. 10.

This text suggests the possible danger
of indolence during vacation. It really
ought to be at least no harder to be a
true Junior during the holiday season
than when at school, and to many we
would think it would be easier, for the
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care and worry of school life are not
confined to the teachers. Our boys and
girls have their school trials as we old
Juniors remember well. But laziness
is never in place. There i8 no room for
a careless, \ndifferent boy or girl in this
busy world. To do with one’s “ might "
means to have a purpose in our doing,
and then be energetic about it. Whether
work or play, study or recreation, we
should go about it as if we meant it and
always do our best. * True Juniors”

are those who live according to the Jun-
ior Pledge all the time and everywhere.
The Pledge is the text of our loyalty.
If we break it carelessly or wilfully we
are not true. *“True Juniors” then are
dependable boys and girls who perform
their duties to God and their companions
regularly and well. I hope your Junior
League has no summer vacation; but
that your meetings are held in August as
well as they were in March or April, for
if your League has a vacation it will not
be surprising if the members forget to
do their duty daily, The vacation
(day school holidays is meant) should
only apply to the routine study in the
class-room at school. Church duties,
home duties, Sunday-school duties, per-
sonal religious duties, are the same
whether day-school meets or not, and a
“true Junior” does not forget this.
“True Juniors in vacation,” then, are

1. As diligent in religious duties as
when school meets daily. Secular
studies may cease for a while to give
the tired brain a chance to rest and
recuperate; but the heart always needs
to be carefully taught and * kept with
all diligence.”  The boy's body may need
relaxation and the vacation season gives
him extra time for play and recreation
away from the constant strain of study;
but his morals must be as carefully
guarded through July and August as in
September and October,

2. As studious of the Word of God and
as worshipful of its Author as at any
other time. So “true Juniors in vaca-
tion " season do not neglect the daily
reading of the Bible, daily prayer, or
weekly public worship; but are as regular
as clock-work in all these things. They
do with their “might” whatever needs
to be done, and because it is hot weather
and the weekly League meeting is in-
clined to he a little slow in consequence,
they put the more energy into the exer-
cises and make things “ go" with a joyful
vim that is a delight to the Superintend-
ent and a profit to the members. The
only successful way to be “ true Juniors
in vacation” or out of vacation is hy
being at it, all at it, and always at it,
in the “might” of a determined will
guided by Divine Wisdom and aided by
God’s Grace.

Aug. 24th.—" Getting ready for work.”—
Psa, 51. 10.

Junior Leagues are not intended to
merely make boys and girls good; but
good for something. If they are not
better students from Monday morning to
Friday evening because they belong to
the Junior League, they are not getting
all they should from their union with
the Society. Our topic suggests that “'a
clean heart” and “a right spirit” are to
begcarried by every pupil to school from
day to day. The only correct way to
get ready for school work is to look on
getting an education as much in the line
of God’s will as “ getting religion.” The
inflnence of day and Sunday-schools on
the moral natures of the young may not
he the same in degree, hut should not
differ in kind. A boy will be none the
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for God’s glory as you do at your Bible
or prayers. Remember, he never puts
any premium on lazivess.  You may
pray by the hour, but that will not
exclude the necessity of diligent applica-
tion to your books You will learn none
the less readily because you pray; but
you cannot learn grammar, mathematics,
chemistry, or any other subject in your
school curriculum by simply praying
about it. Get ready for your coming
school work, then—

1. By making up your mind that you
are going to work, to do honest, faithful
!turly every day.

. By looking at school studies as a
part of life—preparatory to the sterner
part that will come when you have left
the class-room for the real business of
the world,

3 By asking God to help you in your

(ul Giving you a determination to
learn.

(b) Helping you keep at it persever-

(n) Giving you strength to study.

(d) Giving you grace to avoid idle and
evil companions,

(e) Keeping your heart clean and full
of his love. This will make study, if
not easy, at least pleasurable, for you do
all “in His Name.”

4. By remembering that next to God,
your parents are interested in your
successes, and will be proud of you if you
win,

Hoping thus that you may find your-
selves recuperated after a jolly and
healthful vacation, we bid you all get
read. for work—the school bell will soon
be ringing.

Aug. 31st.—" A promise lesson."—2 Peter
14

This should be a beautiful meeting in
which many take part. The programme
may be prepared in a variety of ways.
Perhaps one of the best would be to pre-
pare a week a number of sugges-
tive questions (written slips) like the
following, and give them out to the mem-
bers to be answered at the promise
meeting.  After the leader has given a
short talk &bout the faithfulness of God
to his promises, and hence the unfailing
nature of his promises to us, or some
such kindred subject, let the slips be
read, and answered as far as practicable
from memory.

(Suggested sample questions easily oc-
curing to the mind of the Superintend-

ent.)
1. Find the first recorded promise in
the Bible,
2, What did God promise Abraham in
n. 127

3. What great promise did God give
Moses?

4. What did God promise the Hebrews
in the Sunday-school | esson of July 6th?

5. What great promise did God make
to Solomon in 1 Kings 9?

6. What was the condition of God's
promise to Solomon in 1 Kings 9?

7. What promise did our Lord leave
with his followers when he was about to
ascend into heaven?

8. Name some great promise God made
to St. Paul when in danger?

9. What promise in Rev. 2, includes us

11?

(8cores of such questions will occur to
the Buperintendent and as many slips
should be prepared as there are members,
Grade the question according to the in-
telligence and advancement of the Junior
concerned.)

are all grouped

poorer student of arithineiie,
geography, or literature because he has
become a Christian; but rather, a better
student.  Religion is as good at school
as at church, and is needed there per-
haps more. 8o, dear Juniors, do not
look at school work from 9 a.m. Monday
to 4 pm. Friday as drudgery; but as a
needed preparation for the future of
your life, and go at your studies as much

The
under the general heading—
EVERY DAY LIVING.
At Play."—Matt. 7. 12.
“ At Home."—Rom. 12. 10.
,"—Heb. 18, 17.
“In God's House."—Hab. 2. 20.
Sept. Tth—" At Play.” Our topic ad-
vises the Juniors to be guided by the

Sept. 7.
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Golden Rule, This rule applies to all
ages, ranks, callings, etc,, on earth. It
is not universally followed, but its spirit
is abroad and growing. The best time
of life to teach it is to the young, and
the easiest period in which to begin to
practice it is in youth. But selfishness
is very apparent even among children at
play. 1 did,” *“You didn't,” *You
can't play with us,” “1 won't play that
game,” ete, ete,  Who does not remem-
ber such short, sharp, emphatic state-
ments on the play-ground? And almost
invariably they were evidence of the
innate selfishness of the speaker, Even
a child must learn to practice self-denial,
and the play-ground is a good place to
carry out the principle. Now, dear
Juniors, make up your mind that even
play is not always going to be pleasant.
You cannot always have your own way.
1t would not be good for you if you could.
So, resolve to “ give in" sometimes and
let the others have their way. Then, be
pleasant over it. Pouting and playing
sometimes go together; but they do not
make a happy boy or girl, or add to the
pleasure of the game, . . . If your game
requires skill, do your best at it; but if
you are beaten, don’t grumble over it.
Resolve to do better next time. . . . Never
cheat, Play fair. Be as honest in your
play as in your prayers. Rather lose
than win dishonestly. The great end
is not to win anyway, but to win squarely
and fairly. If a boy cannot be trusted
to play true, he cannot be depended on
in any other way. Then remember, that
play is recreation. When you are “ real
tired," quit, and rest. To re-create
means to make anew. Your sports help
to keep your blood pure, your brain
clear, your muscles strong, your stomach
healthy, ete, but if you “overdo it"
you will suffer, Play is necessary for
a child or youth. It helps growth, and
if engaged in under enjoyable surround-
ings and in happy united companion-
ship cannot be other than wholesome.
Parents should encourage it, provide for
it, participate in it, and so guard it
against its dangers, Let your Junior
League have its hours of recreation and
enjoyable play. It will do you all good.
An evening spent together for wholesome
exercige in this way will draw all closer
together in the spirit of desirable com-
radship, and will add to your numbers
numerically. Lastly, do mnot, dear
Juniors, play on the Lord's Day. Many
children do, and think it doesn't matter
if no one sees. J.et his day be holy—for
rest and worship, and you will never be
sorry.

A Blind Flower Lover.

The Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, of the Lon-
don City Mission, is a great believer in
the value of giving flowers to the city
poor. He tells this story of one of his
poor old blind parishioners:

He is a member of Sister Grace's Guild
of Poor Things. His window-garden is a
very picture. It was as Sister Grace sat
having tea with him one afternoon that
he thus delivered his soul:

“Flowers, 1 reckon, is what yer might
call the Almighty's fav'rite text. It al-
ways seems to me to be his private way
o' reminding yer that he don't never shut
his eye day nor night. It allus sets me
a-thinkin', that it do, it allus sets me a-
thinkin' that he’s a power more thought-
ful than we give him credit for. Be-
cause, if you come to think about it, the
littlest flowers is often the most fiddlin'ly
made, if you know what I mean. There’s
a deal more bits to a daisy than there is
to a lily, and yet there's more daisies
everywhere. And, if I speaks my mind
plain out, it must upset him for to know
that there’s so many more as loves 'em
than can ever see 'em. God A'mighty
would never have made the flowers all
80 careful if he'd a-knowed as folks 'nd
claim 'em and put railin’s all round 'em.”
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Sunday School.

Honest Confessions.

There is no doubt about the value of
honesty in a teacher. If he can't answer
a question, it is generally better for him
to say plainly, I don’t know,” than to
screen himself behind that threadbare
artifice, * Well, now, boys, I'll give you
that question to look up for next Sun-
day.” Bui there are some confessions of
ignorance or indolence which a teacher
ought pot to have to make. Here is the
way Robert J. Burdette puts it. He says:
* Sometimes a teacher goes before his
class with the remark, ‘Hope you've
studied the lesson. I've been so busy
during the week, hardly time to look at
it'—as if a hostess should say, when
seating her invited guests at table, * Hope
you've brought a few crackers or sand-
wiches with you. I've been too busy to
prepare anything.'” — Sunday - school
Times.

The Ideal Teacher,

She possesseth that subtle and mys-
terious gift called sympathy. She know-
eth the names and conditions of her
scholars, and in all she taketh a tender
interest. She understandeth their dispo-
sition; she hath no contempt for any.
Therefore she draweth all towards her,
and all place their confidence in her.

She is slow to wrath. She remember-
eth that she also is human, and therefore
liable to err,

She is gentle and gracious in her bear-
ing, for she forgetteth herself in her en-
gen\'urs to set at ease them that come to

er.

Her voice thrilleth as the tones of the
sweet instrument—now persuasive, now
high, now low, yet ever gentle and firm.

To dwell in her company is an inspira-
tion, for she unconsciously demandeth
from her scholars their best.

She i3 humble because she knoweth
tuere is more to be learned.

She hath an infinite patience with the
dullard und the backslider. She is a
mother confessor to every anxious heart.
From her con jonal box the
go away cheered, the indolent inspired,
the rebellious subdued.

She is a born ruler, for she is of them
who have learned to obey in their youth.

She loveth the children.

No duty to her is trivial or beneath her
to do well. She loveth her work, since
not for what she getteth, but for what she
givetl, does she toil.

Yet is she cheerful of spirit. The
sound of laughter often issueth from her
lips, and calleth forth that of her schol-
ars, That which she doeth she doeth
with zest; under her teaching the burden
of learning groweth lighter. . , .

She liveth ever, for in the years to
come her memory will be green, and emit
a sweet fragrance in the hearts of those
she taught and loved.—Pennsylvania
Sunday-school Herald.

Or'du in the Sunday-school.

A lack of order in the Sunday-school
must be displeasing to God, and is, with-
out a doubt, a positive injury to all who
attend. The injunction of the apostle to
let all be done “ decently and in order,”
is applicable to Sunday-schools as well as
to churches, We have known some
schools where confusion had * the right
of way” from the opening of the school
to the closing, and the demoralizing effect
of such a state of things were very
plainly visible, It is impossible for a dis-
orderly school to do good work. The
scholars wlill not develop into as fine
types of character as if good order were
insisted upon and maintained.
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The superintendent should insist upon
order in his school. He should not pro-
ceed with any exercise until there is per-
fect order and attention. This will re-
quire in some schools a great deal of
self-posscesion and firmness.  Let it be
understood from the very beginning that
there can be no exercise without order.
An attitude of firmness will before long
have its desired effect. A superintendent
who lacks the necessary tact and firmness
to cecure good order, had better allow
some one more gifted in this direction
to take his place.

To maintain good order, the superin-
tendent necds the hearty co-operation of
the other officers and teachers of the
school.  Such co-operation is due him
from every consideration of courtesy and
duty arising from the relation which one
Christian worker sustains to another.
Teachers should feel that they are re-
sponsible for the order in their own
classes, They should set their scholars
a good example of proper behavior in
the house of God engaged in religious
serviee, and of proper respect for the
wishes and authority of the superin-
tendent.

The irreverent conduct of many grown
persons in the house of God is shocking
to a person who has been trained in a
different way. It is cacrilegious, and
opens the way for an utter disregard of
sacred things. The Sunday-school should
be careful not to encourage irreverence.
If the children are taught reverence for
holy places and holy services in the Sun-
day-school they will show it when they
become men and women in their conduct
in the house of God. Irreverence is the
ground out of which grows all manner of
disobedience and unteachableness. To all
workers in the Sunday-school we would
say, Maintain order, teach reverence.—
Evangelical Sunday-school Teacher

Men Wanted.

It is said that the members of the
affisial board of a leading Methodist
church in Chicago not long ago pledged
themselves to attend Sunday-school, and
to perform any service that the superin-
tendent might request. This action was
caused by a statement from the super-
intendent, setting forth the difficulty of
preventing boys from dropping out of the
Sunday-school when  they approached
young manhood, The superintendent at-
tributed this to the fact that there were
so few men engaged in the work of the
school. He thought that if there were
more men in the Sunday-school it wonld
have a tendency to disabuse the minds
of young men of the impression that
the Sunday-school was @ place for
only women and children, and that it
was beneath the dignity of young men
to remain in the Sunday school after
they had attained to the years of carly
manhood. There are many superintend-
ents who have the conviction, hased on
observation and experience, that it would
add greatly to the strength and influence
of the Sunday-school if more men would
engage in the work of the school, There
are many superintendents who believe
that the older boys and young men of the
Sunday-school would not * drop out " if
their fathers and brothers had not al-
ready * dropped out.” Shall the study
of the Bible be confined to the young
only? If not, is there any better place
for this study than the Sunday-school?
The writer 18 convinced by reason of
long experience in Sunday-school work
that many voung men could be retained
in the Sunday-school if earnest and con-
secrated and intelligent men teachers
could he secured for them. There are
more men wanted in the army of Sun-
day-school workers. Where are the
volunteers? — New  Century Teachers’
Quarterly.
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Fun.

A six-year-old little fellow was forced
to wear a shirt three sizes too large for
him. After strutting around for a little
while he burst out with: “Ma, I feel
awful lonesome in this shirt.”

Mrs. Youngbride:

Just for

“I've come to com-
plain of that flour you sent me.” Grocer

What was the matter with it?” Mrs
Younghride * It was tough I made a
ple with it, and it was as much as my
husband could do to cut it.”

Sufferer—* I can't stand it any longer;
I'm going to the dentist's this instant and
have this tooth out. Scientist—" Non

Your tooth doesn't ache; it's
your imagination.” Sufferer
I'!l have him pull out my
imagination.”

“(Can't somebody part them?” ex-
claimed one of the horrified bystanders
“Part them! Not much! " said the man
who was nearest to the scene of excite
ment. “Stand back and let them fight
it out. One's an encyclopedia can-
vasser and the other’s a map peddler.’
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The proprietor of a German menagerie
keeps caged together a lion, a tiger, a
wolf, and a lamb, which he labels “ The
Happy Family.” When asked, confl-
dentially, how long these animals had
lived together, he , answered: “ Ten
months; but the lamb has had to be
renewed occasionally.”

A nouvean riche recently attended a
picture sale in this city. A friend who
had noticed him at the sale, asked after-
wards, “Did you pick up anything at
that picture sale, Jorkins? And the
other responded, “O yes, a couple of
landscapes; one of 'em was a basket of
fruit, and the other a storm at sea.”

In one of Frank Sanborn’s
gentleman requests relea: from his
engagement “1 have been concealing
something,” he says to his flancee. “The
truth is, I am a somnambulist.”
that needn't interfere,” exclaimed
young woman. “I'm not particular.
was brought up a Baptist, but I'd just as
soon change over to accommodate you.”

stories, a

A novel appeared recently in which it
was described how the hero, rescuing his
lady from the battlement of a castle,
clasped her in one arm, swung himself
from the bough of a tree with another,
and struck the villain, presumably, with
a third But this record is now beaten
In a translation of a French novel it is
written that ** her hand was cold like that
of a serpent.”

When the
preacher, W. L.

well-known Methodist
Watkins, was in Rome,

a guide showed him, among other revered *

relics, some cocks and hens which were
lineal descendants of the cock that
crowed at St. Peter’s fall “1 don't
care whether they are in the apostolic
succession or not,” said the preacher; “1
want to know what they are good for;
do they lay well?"

Professor ———, a leading light. of
Edinburgh University, one day wrote on
the blackboard in his laboratory: * Pro-
fessor ——— informs his students that
he has this day been appointed honorary
physician to the Queen.” In the course
of the morning he had occasion to leave
the room, and on returning, found that
a student had added to the announcement
the words, “ God save the Queen!”

February 20, 2056, “Yes,” sald the
eminent merchant, as he swallowed &
tabloid beefsteak, “our ancestors were
an improvident set.” “They certainly
were,” assented the other, gulping down
a pill containing two fried eggs and a
cup of coffee. “Why, Ruggins' ‘Cus-
toms of the Ancinets' says that during
the period of 1902-26 a busy merchant fre-
quﬂ?tly spent ten minutes jn eating one
meal.”

¢ 00000

the Epworth League Reading Course

FOR 1902-03
STILL FURTHER REDUCED IN PRICE

9060604 000“00:

1sHA GRaY.

By E

s-date work on

1, Nature’s Miracles.

\ popular and reliable, up-t

2. The Young People’s Wesley.
McDoxatp

iography

3. A Help for the Common Days. By J. K.

MiLLER,

D.D.

I'hese thred . bound uniformly and put in a
neat box, will be sold for $1.25.

ent by mail, 20 cents must be added

plendlid book

If ordered to be

ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO
WILLIAM BRIGGS C. W. COATES

TORONTO MONTREAL

S. F. HUESTIS

HALIFAX

The Thirteenth Anniversary

of the Epworth League
WILL BE GELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, OCT. 12th

|
A PROGRAMME has been prepared for this event, which will add greatly to the
| interest and success of the exercises. It is a four-page leaflet, containing hymns,
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