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Mma- os f'

T'o the Honowrable the Comois House of
Assembiy, in Provincial Pafrlia ent as-
sembled :

Tise Committec to whom was referred that part of His Excelleneý eopening Speech whizchz related
te th Clergy Reserves, beg leac to ma/ce the following

IE PORT:

That deeply impressed 'with the importance of the subject, and anxious, if possible, to
suggest some measure which might b acceptable to the community, keep in view the spirit of
the object for which the Reserves were set apart, and avoid the excitement of any feelings on
this -most difficult topic-Your Comrnittee determined to commence and prosecute their labors.;
with calm and impartial feelings.

Their first object was to fix on sorne leading principles as the basis of the plan they might
recommend to your Ifonorable House,.the adoption of which would tend to redace the question
to one of mere detail, and tie following subjects were carefully considered.

First-The propriety. of carrying into full operation the system commenced under the. au-
thority of the Imperial Parliament, viz. selling all the Clergy Reserves.

Secnd-Thd Funds in which the proceeds of all sales should be invested.

Third-The purposes to which the sums so raised should be devoted, and whether the
principal monies, or the annual interest only, should bc appropriated.

Pourth-The mode by which such appropriation should be carried into effect.

Yoûr Comnittee, on the first of these points, came to a determination to recommend to
Your Honorable House that all the Clergy Reserves should be sold--among other arguments
which weighedvith your Comnittce in arriving at this conclusion, -it may suffice to mention
that there appeared no other certain mode of obtaiiing an immediate incorne to anv consider-
able amount fron these lands.

In considering the next question, your Committee, while they would advise the invest-
ment of the proceeds of all sales of the leserves in Provincial Funds, feel it their duty strongly
to preàs on your Honorable House that the interest should be so safely secured that hercafter
no difficulty may be experienced in its collection. At the sarhe tinie it was tlieîr desire tha:.
the proceeds should be loaned to the Province so as to bc of inimediate service for its interia!
improvement-and with a view of conbining these two objects, your Committee have resolved
to recommend to your Honorable House that the inonies accruing fron such sales shail be
intmediately invested in Provincial Debentures bearing an interest of six per cent per annum,
and shall (if only the interest bc appropriated) be expended in mnaking and improving tilfe
public highiways throughout the Provinec--the interest to bc secured by Tolls on such roads-
by a tax on the Districts wherein the mnoney shall be laid out-and by any other mode which
your Honorable House shall sec fit to adopt.

The third and most important subject of dcliberation with Vour Committee was. to what
purposes the procceds ofthese sales shoild be applied. and wlither the appropriation shsould .
be confined to the interest. or extend also to the principal -imoncy.

Your Committee live felt themselves bound by every consideration of the future welfare
of this P-ovince to urge on your Honorable H-ouse that the procceds of these Lands should
be exclusively appropriated to Religious purposes; and they have selected three uojCts tc
which they think the expenditure nay be properly made applicable :

First-The maintenance of Public Worship..

éScond-The erection of Churches and Chapels.



Third-The Education of individuals for the office of the Ministry.

Considering also that tiese invaluable benefits should be secured niot only to the present
but to future generations, your Committee submit that only the annual interest should be thus
expended.

Your Comnittec have not found it, in their judgment, advisable to offer any plan of dis'-
tribution of the.interest of the sales which would be complete in ail its details, but have thought
it more advisableto leave tl.cm--nsetled to a certain extent so as to leave to the Executive
Governmient a poiert provide for any changes, from time time, in the circumstances of differ-
ent Religious bodies in the "cornnunity. They have therefore resolved to recommend to
your Honorable House that the Lieutenant Governor in Council should be empowered to ap-
propriate such interest in the followgin manner :

First-Not. more than one fourth to the Churcli of England.

-. -Second-¯Not more than one fourth to.the Church of Scotland.

Third,-The residue among such Bodies of Christians as he shall think fit, in-order to.
pronote to the utternost the " diffusion of religion and truc piety throughout the Province."

. In order to carry ont thç recommendation of your Committec, independently of the general
sanction of the -lomeoe'Government, the direct assistance of the Imperial Parliament will be ne-

ressary to authorize the transfer of the proceeds of Clergy Reserves already sold; from the
1ri tisi funds into Provincial securities.

Your Comnittee have prepared a series of resolutious in accordance with this report,
. which they respectfully offer for the adoption of Your Honorable House.

Your Committee arc wel aware that no plan can be brought for the settlement of .this
iijteresting question to wliich objections will not be found and urged, or which can be made
palatable to those who will not abate one jot of their own opinions, and still less to such as
desire to prolong the contention to which this -subject has unhappily given rise. Your ( om-

ittece have on their part earnestly endeavored to suggest a, scheme which will. tend to allay
any present irritation, and will fori the basis of an ultimate and satisfactcry solution of ail
the diffliculties which have cither arisen from, or been increased by,'the long delay of legislation
-ni the subject.'

Ail which is respectfully submitted.
WM. H. DRAPER,

Chairman.
CommîittCe Roon. IHouse of Assembly,

18th March, 1839.

. Resoved. That th lands set apart from time to time, as reserves for the support and
ImItenn~ce ofa Protestant Clergy be.sold in the same manner as other Crown lands in this

P>rovinice..

2. Resolved, That the proceeds.of past and future sales of any such lands be loaned to the
Povice at an interest of six per cent per annuîm to be invested in debentures which may be

auhorised by the Legislature for the making and irmproving the Queen's publie high-ways
throughout this 1-'rovince; the interest on such debentures to be secured by tolls on such higi-

-sys. by a tax on the Districts within which the outlay shall take place, and by such other
neans as the Legislature may deem fitting and proper.

. Resolved, That the annual interest arising from such debentures be appropriated and
:ivided under the authority and direction of the Lieutenant Governor, in Council, in manner

lo n 
t.

Not more thian one fourth to the Church of England.

Nof ir' 1!.an one fourth to the Church of Scotland.



Tlie residue to such other religious denominations -as the Lieutenant Governor in Council
shall see fit, to be by them expended for thefollowing pur poses-

Tlie maintenance of Public Worship.

The crection of Churches or Chapels.

The education of persons foi the ministry.

4. Resolvcd, That accounts of the expenditure of all sums granted, duly verified shall be;
when required, rendered by the Churches or Bodies of Christians receiving the same and thiat
the Lieutenant Governor be authorised to withhold further aid from any Churcìh or Body of
Christians until previous grants have been duly accounted for.

5. Resolved, That annual accounts of the Reccipt'and expenditure be laid before each
Branch of the Legislature. -

Ai. Resolvcd, That an humble address be presented to Loer Majesty praying that lier Majes.
ty will be graciously pleased to reconmend to the Imperial Parliament the passing sucl enact-
ments as may bc necessary for carrying-the foregoing resolutions into full effect.


