
RG:0002,c.0049; FILE # 00621;
STUDENT COUNCIL AND THE UNION, 1919- 1932



FILE 621

STUDENT COUNCIL

AND THE UNION



March 23rd, 1927.

Errol Amaron, Esq.,
President of Students* Council, 
McGill University.

Dear Mr. Amaron:-
I am returning herewith the 

documents left with me, namely:
A letter addressed to you on March 14th,
1927, and signed hy Cyrus Macmillan,
Chairman of the Department of English;
An affidavit sworn to before J.C.Simpson, 
Commissioner of the Superior Court,District 
of Montreal, by Gordon w. Webster on the 
15th day of March, 1927.

I have read both documents care
fully and discussed them further with Professor 
Macmillan and Mr. Webster, who came to my office for 
that purpose at 10.15 yesterday, the 22nd. In the 
course of our conversation Mr. Webster explained 
that the reason he id not wish to speak at the 
beginning of the lecture hour was because he had a 
lecture in his Law course from eleven to twelve, and 
he did not care to proceed direct from his lecture 
to address the students in the English class. He 
went on to say that his mind worked more slowly than 
others and that ho wished to have some time to prepare 
what he was going to say. I have examined the Time 
Table of the Law Faculty and find that on Thursdays



2 -Errol Amaron. Esn..

there is no lecture between the hours of eleven and 
twelve which ^r • ./ebster could attend* I have 
verified this in consultation with officers of the Faculty of Law.

üo dount there was a misunderstanding. It is my opinion that there was no mis
understanding on Dr. Macmillan's part.

Yours faithfully.

Principal*
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April 1st 1927

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Sherbrooke Street West, 
Montreal, P. Q.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter enclosing the correspondence about the Webster 
case. The Council has taken the following action in con
nection with this case:

’’That as a result of an investigation
carried on by the Students' Council and Sir Arthur Currie 
into the recent Student Council Elections, the resignation 
of Mr. G. M. Webster tendered on March 13th 1927 be accepted, 
Mr. Webster not having been able to satisfactorily explain 
his part in the misunderstanding which arose in connection 
with the Elections".

Will you please accept my personal thanks,
as 7/ell as those of the Council, for the assistance you gave 
us in this matter.

Kindly accept my apologies for delaying
in letting you know of our decision. It v/as due to much 
pre-occupation with examinations and other matters.

Yours very truly,

Aj\jrL ^AY' 

President, 
Students1 Council
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Montreal, 23rd November 1928.

MEMO HE McGill Union

Until 30th June 1919 the Management of the Union was in the hands of a 
Ccmmittee (not part of the Students’ Council activities )c<nposed of representatives

of the University and elected student representatives. Under this regime it had been 

necessary for the University to contribute the sum of $45,000. to meet deficits on 

running expenses. This represents a cost to the University of between $3,000. and 

$4,000. a year from the time the Union was built. On the 1st July 1919 the Students’ 

Council took over the operation of the Union on the general understanding that the 

University was to pay for all major repairs, the students assuming all running expenses. 

For the first few years the Students’ Council made a little money but this was soon more 

than absorbed by losses from 1924 to 1928 and the net result to the Students’ Council 

after nine years is a loss of $6,899.26. On the 1st July 1919 the Students’ Council 

had a surplus of $7,558.89. The Union losses would have practically wiped this out had 

it not been that the Council had a surplus frcm other sources. At the same time the 

members of the Council are seriously concerned about the gradual depletion of their 

surplus and they feel that unless seme steps are taken it will only be a few years before 

the surplus is wiped out completely.

The burden is particularly heavy in the accounts for maintenance and repairs.

During the last five years the expenditure on repairs to the Union generally and in the 

Cafeteria (including some alterations) has been about $14,200. It does not appear that 

the Council can spend any less than this and keep things up even to the limited extent 
done in the past few years. It would seem that the Council could carry on i^ the 

University could see its way to contribute $1,000. a year towards maintenance and up

keep»

Another factor in the situation is the change in the patronge of the students.

As mentioned above a profit was made during the first few years and the Council was

able to take care of all rn.uiutenan.ee, repairs, and up-keep, but durlflg,.J&.e&Tg (ilie
revenue of the Union was very much greater, both from the point of view of meals served
as well as revenue from Tuck Shop, billiards, etc., eg. -

Revenue from billiards in 1921 was
For the year June 30th 1928 it dropped to

$3,735.00
1,689.24

The revenue in the cafeteria in 1921 was over 
In 1928 this had dropped to

25,000.00
18,000.00



The students explain that a large part of the falling off in use of the 

Union is due to the increase in Fraternities at the University»

In conclusion the uses the Union is being put to now are -

1. Meals for about 200 students»

2. Executive offices of student activities.

3. Committee Rooms.

4. Dances, etc*

and it is felt by many that these facilities could be afforded in some very much less 

expensive manner than now obtains.
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23rd November 1928.

Dr. G.F. Martin,
Acting Principal,

McGill University.

Dear Dr. Martin:

I have dictated and enclose a memo, which 1 hope will be of some 

assistance to you. It would be interesting to know how much the University has 

spent on major repairs since 1919 when considering the suggestion of the payment 

to the Students* Council of ^1,000. a year towards maintanance of the Union#

iurs s inc/p rely,



MoGILL UNION

STATEMENT OF PROFITS A LOSSES 

FROM 1ST JULY 1919 TO 30TH JUNE 1928

Balance at Credit of Surplus of Students’ Council 
as at 1st July 1919............................. ................ 7,558.89

June 30th 1920ft it 1921ft tt 1922ft tt 1923ft n 1924ft n 1925
ft n 1926ft tt 1927ft it 1928

661.28
3,605.72

770.42

570377Ï2

2,419.59

1,166.84
4,051.84
2,472.28

195.79
1,630.34

11,936.68
5,037.42

NET LOSS - during above years------------------------------ 6,899.26
-------------- 6,899.26

Through Union’s Operations Council’s Surplus
would be depleted to--------------------------- $ 659.63



mcgill uni oh

Repairs and Alterations - Union 

Repairs and Alterations - Cafeteria 

Light and Heat - Union 

Light and Heat - Cafeteria 

Cafeteria Profit or Loss 

Union Profit or Loss

* 1920 Figures not available.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REPAIRS, MAIHTEHAHCE AHU
PROFITS AND LOSSES

FOR YEARS 1920 TO 1928

1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928

231.14 581.57 1,344.54 1,264.00 1,213.93 2,750.88 1,064.46 1,159.72 1,306.31

2,633.23 1,554.91 1,167.47 1,126.10 2,059.18 1,556.64 484.95 643.25 2,232.05

3,724.50 3,201.13 3,479.62 3,405.20 3,201.30 3,475.97 x4,030.66 2,890.69 2,565.71

2,420.46 2,003.66 1,698.37 1,638.25 1,522.40 1,651.03 1,621.04 1,109.52

499.15 819.98 1,911.33 494.70 1,577.23 2,665.16 1,302.56 671.21 1,075.15

661.28 3,605.72 2,419.59 770.42 1,166.84 4,051.84 2,472.28 195.79 1,630.34

x Cartage ashes 
now ino.
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Dec. 10th, 1928.

Doctor G. F. Martin, 
Yice-Principal,
McGill University, 
Sherbrooke Street, West, 
MONTREAL, que.

Dear Doctor Martini

Enclosed please find some figures on the Council
iv ‘ « *1 »• rt i 1 . TT. ___ — X. 1— _ .and Profit and Loss^in the operation of the Union for the past 

nine years.

These were prepared for me by our auditors and serve
to confirm my findings from our books here, but they are better 
prepared and show year by year our financial loss in operation.

Trusting that they may serve a useful purpose, I am,

Resepctfully yours,

President,
Students* Executive Council.
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December
Tenth
1928.

Major George C. McDonald, 
261 St. James Street, 
Montreal.

Dear Lïajor McDonald:

8SA8T TO STUDY’S COUHCIL
I understood that Dr. Martin had communicated

to you the decision of the Finance Committee in regard to granting the 

Students* Council 31,000. annually to enable them to maintain the McGill 

Union Building without financial lose. I found In conversation with him 

this morning that he expected me to write you in regard to this matter.

The Finance Committee, at a meeting held on

the 6th instant, decided that the question of this grant should be deferred 

until the Committee appointed to consider the question of the sale of the 

MoGUl Union property had submitted Its report. This means that in all 

likelihood the grant will not be made for this fiscal year of the University 

which closed on the 30th of June next.

Yours faithfully.

Secretary
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the ... .at' .ai of our bocieties, Hated - »ct Ivities)
.ore than absorb our revenue. So ve have "been forcée to : .lee 
eacl v oci'.ty v for itself at far at pot. i le. Ui. "orturaten
during the part five reart the Council has Seen fallir _ behind

1

Bat been tar en out of our Capital v rich in IS 19 amounted to 
.7 ,55Q.8S t and in July 1528 va reduced to about $5 300.OC i ch 
i- i "• ■- - tea ii Du he bric.. I over Co : i ited * .it lui;._ fr .

The r eat on "or thit yearly deficit pointe clearl. to
cpite i “ every e '"ort of ü I Council, -.he ""each year e .. re forced 
to put ii to the Union .ccount all surplus earned i ot .r r_.nch
er of activity.

The Council took over t re operation of the Union fro—. 
2

resulted ii a deficit of V45,000 foi t elve years (froe 1506- 
1519) an annual lot. of about i 5 ,500 .

It vat ajreed in 1519 that the U ivertLty should pay
jy

to constitute ,-J >r rep-ire vat not cle-.rly ..fined.
Box the fir t fav . xart t e Union did pay un5er the t

tiire, it has "been operating at an ever increatin^ deficit*
The .mintenance and re. - ire to the buildin_ lave hen

i
. ear. ill prove enli_ te irv. hay I -tate here t. -t only the 
very necessary work lias been undertaken in the way of repairs 
and alterations, and that there have not really beer: sufficient 
to keep the building: in the c< , ition it -.r its•

Durir.__ the past five years v/e have 
Mh- inter; at; ce and Be pairs* as follows:

t -ent ,15,131.66 on

Inu. ance.... 
Electricity.. 

3 oiler repairt..
1 )Y/er sy stei . • . 

I icid. tale to 
y '.sgu* ••*»*••» *

1536.48
2436.60 ' .cl . ..
1825.61 
985.00
1447.CQ £ 8231*39

31 r , ..O L ■ t 
Chaire...... 354.GO

C af 11 er ia 3. r 5
1 r uecox -t ion Ba 11 Bo om............ 1185 .10
Hew Tables.......... .......... 350.63
Alterations in

2477 QP.



2495.52 
1 26.77 C4422.29 

vl5131.66
' . 11 _ r ia _ ^ _ . . «.

Cafeteria Be ai-s ......Total.......t..........

Ov es tr is period our operation of the Unir . has 

roi't tl.a,, accounted for hy our outlay for *3 _pai-l# alone*

"itii these figures in mind the Council would like to 
«.sis the University to contribute the sum of '1500 - year to- 
Yv-rds. -.u.inteiianct and repairs , since loth the operation the 
University, ich resulted in an annual deficit of al out 55QQ.GQ 
per am un, and the operation 1 eficit of the Cou. .oil of 1500 _ er 
annua, apparently de ton. t rat es that, a co-.atit.uted, the Unioi 
cai r ot pay for itself.

Tie Council would further ask that the Ur Lvm.sity in 
eonsi-. eri.uw this u. at ter .ake their contai' ution ret react ive one 
„ ear ana carry oui def icit for th x pear 19.97-28 of 9 71.03, so 
th_t at ‘.;ill not he forced to ^ ell a 910QQ load of our remain
ing Capital of $50QQ, ic .. tated a ove is i: c< .. U in
Dune . a ice Pot. ex Co. Li ited. This will he necessary for oper
ation of General ..c count for t] il ses Lon uz less ve receive 
assistance.

In ashi: p for this _rant the Council realizes t ...t it 
it faced with a tip -roblem in the Union house, and I would lire 
to press t to you the feelinv of many of us in this matter. That 
the pats dnape of the Union has teen decreasiz.p, rapicly . ear by 
year is .vident to us who have been l: .re for several years, and 
that it is now servie^ the purpose for .Lich it was founded is 
puestionahle. In my opinion it is not.

The Cafeteria pat.ronape has fallen off very .a.kedly 
dur i: _ the past several years, and ... esti ate that at prs.tnt 
it "serves* less than 300 students of a total 1700 in all, ..nd 
- • _ular ^at. orape is ad itted to about 150, and fsepumtly 150
are not served in two days.

Earrings from the Tuck Shop and Billiards. ..ere la.t 
year .educed 55% over the preceedinp year and 5(% over the 
a sion 1925-26.

Various reasons are offered for this situation, the 
most likely is that the Fraternities are takinp in an increasing,
. U. " s .. cf wen, suc t: ey do : t need t. e _rvi.ee t uat the U. ion 
offers . Ap-in more Un d er _ rao uat e s prefer to pend their free 
t L_e is. the Th vat res than in reading (this tat . .at I " .11, ve
ts e .11 found;..«. .) I do . ot tl ink that the Ur m.., ts- i. 
uoir._ a. y . ore ork tx.an formerly:

r 0. T i

1* Da ces

2. Cafeteria for 150 i xpularly. 300 a axiuum.
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McGill University
MONTREAL

The Macdonald Physics Laboratory

April 28th. 1928.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal,
McCill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,
Students Council.

Dr. I. Mackay and I met the 
outgoing and incoming Presidents of the 
Students Council yesterday.

Their statutes are under 
revision, and will be submitted to Corporation 
early next session for consideration. The 
points raised at the last Corporation meeting 
will receive their careful consideration.

We agreed that matters had 
better stand over for the present, as the 
evolution of the Students Council will best 
come from the Council itself, with,of course, 
the approval and perhaps guidance of Corporation.

Yours very sincerely,

A. S. Eve,
Director of the 
Department of Physics-



19th April, 1929.

Mr. B. P. Molar,son,
Pre s ids nt - Student s' iùtee iy@ .Çqunc il, 
690, Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal^

My dear Uelanson,

I wonder if you have ever taken up with the Students' 

Council the question of a subscription at the beginning of the 

year towards tie Annual Banquet, or the question of abolishing 

it altogether!

Further, is there anything at all the Students'

Council can do with reference to encouraging the students to 

practise some community singing for the sake of a decent Con

vocation and adding to our University spirit by putting a little 

more enthusiasm and pep into our student oody!

Yours sincerely,

Acting Principal.



November 28th, 1929

Hr. S0ycL Mlllen,
President, 1indents * Council, 
McGill University.

Dear Mr. Milieu,

I believe the elections for 
the Students * Council come on shortly.

Please give me a confidential report on 
those nominated, or cone to see me about them.

Yours faithfully.



September 30, 1932.

Dean Nesbit, Esq.
President Students’ Council,
McGill University.

Dear Mr. Nesbit,

Founder’s Day Convocation will take place 

at twelve o’clock noon on October 6th. This hour has been 

selected in order to make a large attendance of students 

possible. I am most anxious that undergraduates, and parti 

cularly the freshmen, attend this Convocation, to give full 

recognition to the importance of the occasion. I am glad 

to hear that you will co-operate with us to ensure that 

proper respect be paid to the memory of our Founder^ on 

the one day in the year when we gather to do him honour.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal
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September 30 , 19 32.

Sir Arthur W. Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal, que.

Dear Sir Arthur :

I shall be very glad to co-operate so far 
as possible in making the Founder's Day Convocation a 
success by ensuring the attendance of as many undergraduates 
as possible. I feel, however, if this is to be done, the 
Convocation should be at 12 o'clock noon. It would be 
almost impossible to get the students to return on a half
holiday •

Tours sincerely,

President

meh/avc
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December 12th 1932.

Mrs. MacMurray,
Principal’s Office,

McGill University.

Dear Mrs. MacMurray:

We are enclosing a copy of the Constitution 
of the Students’ Society of McGill University (revised to 
1931), and we are forwarding a list of the latest amendments 
to this Constitution, which were approved on November 16th, 
1932, but have not yet been included in the typewritten 
copy we have on hand. I trust these will be perfectly 
clear to you.

Yours sincerely,

MEH/AVC 
Enc.


