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APRIL 18, 1973

CANADA SIGNS CLAIMS AGREEMENT WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES EXTERIEURES

PRI




The Secretary of St~te for Externnl Affairs, the
onourable hitchell Sh~rp, announced that he had signed on
April 18 in Ottswa on behalf of the Govermment of Cannda,
an Agreement settling cutstanrling claims of Can~dien citizens
against Czechoslovakin. Dr. Rudolf Ronlicek, the Czechoslovak
hinister of Fimince, signed lhe Agreement on behalf of the
Govermment of Czechoslovakia. The Agfeement is to come into
force on the date on which the contracting parties inform eacia
other through an exchange of letters that the Agreement hns been
approved by their respective Goverme:nts., This exchange will
take place in Prague as soon as possible.

The claims covered in the Azreement arose from post~uar
mtionalization and similer measures of the Goverment of
Czechoslovakia. The Agreement covers certain properties which
were owned by persons who were Can~dian citizens =t the time of
the nmtiomlization. The cleim of Mr. Tnomas Bata Jr. for the
natiomlization of tie firm Bata a.s., 21in end its subsidi-~ries
in Czechoslovakia is not covercd by the Agreement.

Negotintions between officirls of the twe Governrents
began in Prague in May, 1971 and subsequent discussions were held
there and in Ottawa.

The Agreerent provides for the payment of a lump sum
of ¢3.25 million in seven equal snmal instalments, the first
instalment to be prid not later timn ninety days from the coming
into force of tue Agreement.

The Foreign Claims Commission will be authorized to
make rccommendntions to the Secretory of Stnte for External
Affairs end the Minister of Finmsnce regsrding the distribution cf
the proceeds of the settlement. Those persons who have filed
claims with the Govermment will be notified in due course of
the settlement.

Copies of the text of the Agreement will be tabled in
Parliament nnd will be nvailable from Information Cansda,
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