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ABSTRACT-OF DEBATES IN UPPER CANADA,
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Mr, Crooks,vecapitulated all the imaginary advantages whis
the advocates of the uvior trumpet forth,as ljkely.to accrte to-
wards Upper Casada by that mieasure, and also enumerated,
some of the conspquences which he stated its opposers had wara-
ed the-people of. ¢ Animadverting tpop what hé cousidered a3
fnconsistency in some of the gentlemea who now thought the
legisiature incompetent to entextain the question, he wonld ask,
he sud, “the hon. member for Wentworth ({Mr. Johp Wilson)
whether he had oot promoted an applicatipn to the Lieutenant
Governay, from the towpship of Saltfleet to call the legislatyre
tagether, for the express purpose of giving their opinion on the
umon ? and pow he deniesthe right of this house to entertgin
the question at all. Another hop. member for Wentworth,
{Mr. Hamilton) also gave his opivion opeoly infavour of the
union a few months ago.  But he thought he could see through
the motives which jofluenced their conduct ofr the preseot og-
cpsion, At that time there had vot been meetings at Apcaster,
or Louth, or Clinton ; the people had not begn told that an
union would bring tithes on them ; they tiad pot been told it
would entail o perpetupl givil list ‘upon them; they had pot
been told they would be disfranchised by-thé high qualification
of the members to the assembly ; \bey had not been told, on the
one hand, that they , rgre sought to be made a rod ofto scourge
the Lawer Canadians, and, on theother, that fhe Jatter would
have a majority in the Jegislature, aod thergby contyoul all the
acts of fhe united assembly ;they had notbeen told that an
winop would destroy our export-irade to any - other  country
than Lower Onunda, as it was tHe interest of the merchants there
to monapolize the tyade of the country® He hag 28 Jumgh

Foe ; : .

* These are most indubitable consequences that would
-have regulied from the projected union-bill; especially the en.
-teilment upoo the people for ever of that uncqmﬁtut@oupi and
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respei:t as any other gentlemaa for the opinion of his constitu-
ents, and he had the honour to 1epresent as wstelligent and | re-
spectable’a class of men’as any other Jgéntleman, but, . although
they perfectly well knew his scutiuments on the union, vot any of
them had represented to him (he propiiety of avy other live of-
conduct, although be had reason to beheve much paios bad.
been takes to prejudice them against it.”  “They could not be
otherwise thao in favour of ‘the uaion, when they koew, that, al-
though two thirds of the cargoes exported from "Quebec were
the produce of Upper Canada, we hiad nv voice -iu regulatng
the trade of the country ;i they could not be otherwise than w

ruinous system of granting a pes petual civil-list, (the main end
and obyject of the promoters of the plag, both oo this, and the
other, side of the water,) and the disfranchisement of the cow-
munity by the ipereased qualification of members ; €xcepting
the fear-of the introduction of tythes, which I'copsider wholly
chimericel; and exceptiog too, with respect (¢ Upper Cauada,
the fear of being outvoted by the French Cauadian - membersin
the united legistature. Iu that, it is essily anthmelically prove-
able that the Faench Canadians can not fsil to be in the minotr-
ty. ‘I'be number of members for each province is hmited. by
the projected bill, to 66 for each, which at all events puts'them
on an equality; and'the Freoch Canadians, were they so incli-
ned, could oot prevent the increase of members to the full com.
pliment of 120, whilst they could never receive any augwenta-
tion to their own number: Of the present 50 members of the
House of Assembly in Lower Caoada, I helieve 42 are native
Canadians, the others Scotch and Enghsh, though as two of the
Tauter always take the constitutional and popular side, we may
estimate the whole strengh of that party at 44. The act provi-
ded that new countiés might be erected out of the townships in
Lower Canada, no less than six in each, and ope member for
each county : now there are 88 townships, wholly orn pavt
settled,consequently an ample stock whence to draw the 10 addi-
tional members to completethe 80 for LowerCanada.theze would
of couise be all either old conotrymen, or American settlers,
aod be opposed to the Freach party, adq, them to the 6, aod
jou these with the Upper Canada members, is it not selfevi-
dent that uponall questions in which the particular interest of
the French Cauadiaos, their privileges, their laws, their reli-
'gron, their customs, their laoguage, or their prejudices if you
will have it so,the latter would be left in a mipority,of at least 44
to 56,& that when the representatives of Upper Capada attained
their full complement, the sumber woulds be 44 to 66?

+ ‘The Quebec-exports, although the produce of Upper Can-
ada may betwo thirds of their bulk, are now, as to value in the
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ils favour, when they understood that instead of receiving one
third ‘of the duties collected af the port of” Quebec, to which
they were justly entitled by the quaatity’of 'goads consumed in
thetr'province, they received only one fifih, making a differeace
of a5°£10,000, 'is (o £ 16,000, which eoabled the, inhabitants of
the'sister province to build a'gaol and court-house, without aoy
ussessment ; whereas 1 Upper Canada the moaey for such pur-
pose, and the curreat expeuses of each district are rased - by di.

proporiion’ of at least one half from the Lower, and one half
ftom 1hé Upper province, whilst,before the unjust and Impolitic
fur-trade'act, '(for the North West furs being.an article of . iral
fic broight into Lovwer Carada by the merchants of LowerCan-
ada; with"which those of Upper Canada hsd nothing to do, be-
longed ‘exclusively'to the exports of the. former province)
those of Lower Canada wfivitely exceeded those of the Upper
‘provincein value. But what kind of controul in the regula-
tion of an export trade could Upper'Capeda erher desive, ox
have a right to 2'1f indeed a duty on exports was imposed by
Lower Canada, or one upon the’transit' of "produce ‘through
their counptry, (winch last can not covstitutiovally take place,)
the Upper Canadiaos might have cause. to complain. But, as
it is, they’ may as justly complain of their ‘geographical situa-
tion; which ‘must necessanly for ever render them, as to com-
mercial matters, partially dependant on the couotry whichis in
possession of their outlet to the sea; and which has a right to
avail, in a reasonable way, of the advantages which pature, apd
'the metropohtan state have put into their hands. ' Were Lower
and Upper Oavada two distinct independent states, as they are
sepatate provinces, there would be no manuer of :doubt as to
(he right Lower Canada would bave to impose what restric-
tions she pleased upon the'passage of goods to sud from Upper
Canada. " 1f those resttictions- were* ever so uureasonable or
oppressive that would pot detract from the abstract right, but
be only a'subject of remonshance; and, if oot .remedied, . of ap
ultimate appeal to arms. o, evenpow, the geographical. situa-
tion of Lowér ‘Canada, gives ‘her the night of regulating all
matters of trade that depend uponther locality, provided in so
doing she does oot infringe upon the? cgndlhons «of  the charler
upon which that natural right is poliucglly. founded,or lay up-
reasonable burthens upon the other snbjects of the same em-
pire of which she herself formsa part. "
' y s, A ot

i3 | et

te By what * possible “arithmetical conjuration 'could Mr.
Crooks calculate that 100,000 people (the outside of the estima-
ted population of Upper Canada) consumed one third as much

- g‘tmpnrted arlicles, as 450,000, the lowest acknowledged popu-
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ion of Lower Canada?‘ wwhen, besides, . is most notorious
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sect taxation ;1 they could not object to an pnggn,th,e)n they
understood that, instead of Lower Canada haviug a majonty in
the hoiise of Assembly, they were placed upon a perfect equal-
ity in that respect ; and would thereby be enahled (o protect all

their just rights : .they could not object to the uyion, wheu they
Enew it to be the only, act that'could imprave the commumea-

tion_ betwesn this back country _and the sea, thereby ephan-

ciog the value of the land and Hs prodisctions : they could pot
object to the umon, when they koew it was the, only course
that could be pursued to_preyent the dominion over this, five
proviuce of the nation Canadienne : In his opinich the separa-
tiou was iiitended to protect the Enghsh ivhabitants, from this
dominion, and the measure of unian was following up the fnten-
tion.”§ Alfter a few more observalions iu the course of which

B -t 4 . f ' S b aa 2,0
that thevespective habuts of the two people are, suck. ‘ihat of all
imported goods, but;particularly of munes and_spirits, one per-
son tn Lower Canada, consumes at least as wmuch as two and
one fourth:in Upper Cancda? Q. E. D, .

L IR R ST U

+_ What is this, but epvying thenatural advantages qf,thét'r
neighbours : as well might'the Upper Canadians envy the New.
Soundlanders, and repine that there is no bank for the cod fishe-

ry in Lake Ontario.

4 B " . » i ) PR
- 1 /The Nation Cavadiene never had any desive q};/lgmixgjon,
‘or extension, they are an ‘unanbitions, quict, and inoffensive
“people ;s but firmly attached to,thewr own raghts, and  delermin-
“ed not o jorégo them; one of ther rights, 1s the supremacy
rohich the scttlement By thewr | forefathers on_ the shouth and
Danks of the. noblestrwver in the world, has given them over the
draswt-trade of the back countries, to which ‘that opening leads.
Every country hasils.own gdvantages, nalural gnd acguired.
"Upper Canada has greatly, the advantage sn fertalaty of ssil,
-and:fin¢ness of climate, as well as i the means of internal com-
“munzcation ; but we never hear:of the Lower Canddians envy-
ang thep.brethren of the upper. country, or covetmg those advan-
Qages; whilst the Upper sanada umomsts want to have both
‘shoscithat they are mn possession of, and those which natitre has
denied to them.

§ No; the constitutional act was cerlainly intended to ‘pro-
Wect the English. inhabitants. of Canada fram being governed by
. French laws ;" but equéally toprotect the Frentch from being gov-
‘erned by Englesh larws ;. for these,purposes the separation was
‘tijade, and himits assigned for reach,: _whilst the uniop oyld
'reveise that mlentien, and fotally, subjugate fhe French ' inkab-

itants, whom 1t was the purpose of the British Government, af

. ‘r"\'vl—m..? M;‘v{



Tie cotbpated Canida‘lo the-State of NeS-York. wilhi regard to
thecogitdnctivn of the cabuls in that State,”and ashed whether
it New-Yurk had'been ‘divted into two - states with«conflicting
intérésts’thode immense improvements would have taken place
{a'comptison, b thé bye; ‘which, although but ~very htile in
point,-destives'more considération and-discussion than I can pow
béstow upon’if,) he coucluded by ‘saying, that, although he was
williog to coifess that the: gettlement‘of the difficulues * withi the
Tiower Province by arbitration; ss provided for ‘jnthe trade
iltfivasutlie best that could be'donglunder existing circumstances,
et'he looked to’the uiion, divested ofils bbuoxions clauses, ss-
the Jiést nieans of secuning the rights, intérests, and property of”
Upper Odoada.” « - o= 0 e S s
‘Mei“John Wilion, having liert' petsonally reflected on/both
by ‘Mht'Crooks ant) by selne othérs, again rose aiil ! coucluded
‘the dibatd by o spéch of whichthe'followiog is thesubstance:

« “}e admitled that'he did promdte’a‘petilion tosthe Yieuten-
ant-govertor, which ‘cdnsisted of ti¥o’putls, *one totcall the te-
‘istature together, add the otlier to-pray“his egcelleacy would
be pleaied to’forward to 'His' Majesty’s” goveriment, sucli-res-
pectful pétitions, s to 'the union,'ns: His' Majesty’s subjécts, the
petitioners,might feel it their duty to transmit, As fortheincon-
sistency faid to bis charge;be -ever doubted the right of the
honse of atgembly, 1o-presexve'ilie constitution by every Jawful
‘theabs in theirpower, but he devied;: ant’still"conunued to de-
by, the right of"the provihcial legislature totdedtroy :tiat ‘consti-
tulion, or'to ‘petition to have it done.* " Mr. We.iisaid he! was
¢haiged ‘witly promotitig nieetings aud stirring wpthe people : this
‘svagta’charge both unfaic dud ungeveious; “hie had ‘vever:agita-

“ted the’maftér, untif lelters froin Mootredtrof ab-ibsionatidg, in-
sidiotis} sind buse; deséription had been transmitted'by the com-
' merial mén*of Montrdal to people-ofiinfluencesin this province
Jeitéis Which thréatened: destruétion to ‘those who>opposed
‘tHe viéws ol the domineéring factiod at Montreal andheld forth
rewaids ‘to'gersons willing \to'betray thie inteteststof their coun-
>try ¢ 3 Mr. Wilson ‘is supposéd'tothaveralluded to>the detter of
‘the 24th October, 1822, priated-in /the  Fiee?Press' No, 9:)—
“The’county of Wentworth was ‘the/last-countyin the province
‘that éxpressed its ‘Opiniou; dnd he' félt that he{owed it to his con-
stitdents'to ditead that 'néetivg. Trhg "honourable geatleman,
‘that fimtito' Yave in exchisive'posseision ™ of ithiriomwn laws; to
~the'other'afid minorpart of the peptidation, :
* Tn’other words, dicording to"Mr. Wilson, the-lzslature
‘hdd a #ight 10'ebtion i dinst the'union; vhul mime-toj-petition
JoritFad I belicuchérdmior illy corrett,Koweverolticallythis
"may scind Tiké' o 'parddoz. " o
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{ M1. Crophs,) altended the meeting at Ancaster, -and oxerted
il lus talents to make proselytes, but be failed. - He, {Mr. W)
gever smd.n wordion the subject of tythes; .there were evils o
nough to dwell upon.withent mtyoducing that subject : bat it
the question wvete to be agitated again, he 'would, vouse ali his
povwers to deleat the machiaations ot that faction_who had the
impudeace to 1sult, by, threats aad bribes, those honest and firm
dividuals, who wished to prescrve ther rqg*ft%, and hberties.”
Phey were takd that this house was the only copstitutional or-
.z of the people; *he wonld hike to kuow af ,what period  these
honourable gentlemen made this wonderful, discovery: _suely
uot last autamn, when they were harangwog the people “upon
the neéessity of an nwion, and driving emissames, through the
proviuce fortiic puipese of obtamiog signatures to petitiatt to
the British. parliament, apd siguing their own names to_{hese pe-
tious with.the Jetters ML, P, attached, to them. Al that ime
the honourabie 3ud consistent,declaimers told_the, peopie it was
the only. sate and coustituignal method to make knowa their
sentiments by.petitioning the Butish pmbament; but the Mont-
real 1ofluence having iailg(jnwithout‘ doors, they want to try ifs
strength within and propounce their own proccedings to be un-

’

constitational and abstnd *. - . 1 e

. K ¢ ——————— e, o
A votice has appeared in the, Montrenl papers, sigaed by H.
GaIFFIN,, a3 Secretary o, the, AGricyrruran Socigry, by
which the public are informed, that ¢, consequence of, lus ex-
cellency, the governor inichief, -baving expressed fo the agri-
culfural committee for the district of Montreal, 11s pisarrao-
paTioN refative to fheir. purchase gud importation from the
Tinited States of- Americs, of the young ball. Eclipse, orizmal-
Iy anlended for general and publicuse, as having been copsider-
ed essential for, the qnzprovement and ameloration of the hreed
* of cnttle, 1 which the country throughout 1s so extrémely.and
visthly defictent, THEY HAVE THOUGHT IT NECESSARY, and
have WITE MUCH REGRET, disposed of this uncommonly finc an-
imal, without incurring any loss ;7 aod that, “he is, _therefore
no longer to'be. copsidered as public properly, or under the
controul of , the ncommittee.” And the present. proprietors,
{who are they 1) advertise the bull at ten dollars for the season,
. There mus\ be something very much amiss in this transac-

ki tion, and it behoves the public, and especially those who are

contributors to the Agricpltural Society of Moptreal, to probe
it to the bottom. 1f tbe Exl of Dathiousie has interfered insthe
manger, more wsingated thad expressed, so as to compel the
commnttee of ag Agricultural Society to retrace their steps, and
to dispose of math. much regret, avalusble auimal, fntended.for
general public, avd; (I suppose) gialutous, use; to dictatc to a
=ociety of which,1 believe he is no other than as honorsry, mem-
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ber,* as'he is of the Quebec Agriculidral Society, uwder the~, ™ Lt
utle of patron, acd as such conld have nothing more thaua, '~ . . o
single vote, 1f eventhat, 1do"wot hesitate to say he has exercised” - oot
" & tnghly improper;arntrdry and proconsula ,power,which ither” -
~comes 10 governor ubder the British crown (1hat guardian‘and.- o '
protectorof jgh’a’:mdependeu‘cc and liberty ot every maw, .und. s
body of men, udder its domimon,} to assume ;,20d ou the other” .
hand, if the commitice ot the Agiicuitural Society have timidiy. e )
apd servilely, agaigst their better judgements, and with smuck -
regret, bowed before the nod of the govewor-in-chief, and ¢on- - .-
seated do deprive the public of an esseatial advantage, meiely ;
because the , great man of the head of "affaus has expressed his
disapprobation at what they have done; they aig unworthy of . '
then aituations, and ought to be removed aud-replaced hy men TN ’
of more sturdy and iodependent priaciples . v < . <~ T " - e
+.No'explanation whatever is givep-of the couse of his exeel- . :
leacy’s disapprobation, aud only two possible motives suggest | . .
themselves to meé.  ‘I'he-obe is an illiberal and desprcable pre~, =~ .
judice agaivst thé bull, because he happens to be imported from™ - <~ -
the United States of America;. and the other and more proba- !
ble one, because thete is po thouey in'the public chest. Now -
1 hve in a guessing.country,.and 1 guess that, in consequence
of there bemng so jmiserable a defalcation in the public chest as -
noticed in my last, the agricullura) society, have beeu wld they
can not get the money they ought to réccive fiom goveraments PR
so that, rather than What: fittle there is left. should nof’, go to .
those who share the loaves and fislies, . aod who do ;not, accor- - . .
ding to the unconstitntions) disunction set up, belong’ to the Jacal
estabhishment, the gereral and public benefit which the’agiiuil-
tural society had io view, when they purchased ~ the bull, must .
be sacrificed. Here you see again, Cafadians, the practically
ruivons consequeuces that arise from your legislators not hav-
ing the complete controul of ail the monies raised in the pro-
vicce; sud how much it behoves you and them to stand firm
aud unshaken in your determination to uphold and maintain
that right, steadily to refuse the permaneat, and lumping, graot
of acivil list, and to abide all cousequences, be they for weal
or woe, for misery or happiness, for connection or separation,

M LN

*I have in vaw searched in the Quebsc Almanack for a list
of the president, officers, and committee of the Montreal agri-
cultural sociely : 1t is notto be found there, although these of
ths Quebec, and Three Rwers agricullural societies are insert.
ed. The compilers of that almanack will, no doubt, supply
this omssion n that for next year, as well as the cwil-list of
Upper Canada, which ought to be an essential part of « British
American Royal kalendar, -
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{or hie or death, rather than give -up that enly paliadium of
your tights and hibeities, oo . w,
These reflections have been called. farth ou the spur of the
oceasion, and 1 shall be happy 1f such a proper, constitutional,
and liberal, explanation, ean he given of'the circumstance, that
Das dictated them, as will enable me to retract and‘uosay what I
haveabove said both as respects the Earl of Dalhousie, and the
commuttee of the agricultaral soctety ; but I repeat thot itis
Joudly reguired of both that they should pay due defersace to
public opinon, and unfold the whole of the transaction, ang the
causes and motives that have actuated them, .ot else they must
stand branded resncctively with proconsular degpotism, and.
truckimg obscquiousness, ooy L L ML

T > vy
Country-subseribers are requested to fuvour he proprietor.
nnth rewatlances through the post, dwrected to L. L. Maccure

1,08 Esq. Post-Ofice, Moutieal, jor the three guarters fin-

cluding the current one) now due.; these mll be haghly aceept-

able on account of & new arrangement about {o be made for

printang the work to more' advantage ; and mll be most thank-
fully acknowledged by the author., .
) 1 . b

The Free Press is published every Q'hursday in Montreal,
price’ 6d per No, o 5 s. 8 d. per quarter; or 22 s-per anoum,
payable quaiterly m advance. Subsenbers who do not' reside
in Montreal, will have to pay an adddional price, adequate tb
the expense of conveysance. {

Orders for the Free Press to be addressed to No. 4 St
Jeau Bapiiste Street, Montresl, or No. 7, Palace-Stieet, Que-
bec.

Communications addreszed to the editor, L. L. MaccurLLos,
may be Ieft at those places, orat the pogt-office, Montreal; or
forwarded (post paid} to the proprietor, Mr. S. H. Wilcocke.
Burlivgton Vermont.
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