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THE CANADIAN

"UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE.

No. 1. TORONTO, JULY 1, 1854, Yor. 1.

Jiscellaneous Avticles,

THE REASONABLENESS OF RELIGION.

From Wardiaw’s Serimons,

Let me entreat your astention to the reasonableness of religion. Not only bas it for
its immediate object the greatest and the best of Beings, the creating and presiding
Misp of the univarse, whose nature combines all possible excellencies and'is infinite in
each, from whoin all other minds have derived their existence, and who is supremely
eatitled to the homage of all their prostrste powers ; it should further be considered,
that its Exp, in regard to yourselves, is incomparably the most important of which it i3
possible for you to think. It respects your émvrortc! cxistence.  There is, in every ane
of you, a principle of imperishable life ;—a life, which disease cannot impsiry nor death
destroy; which no wisiies can avail to terminate. nor any desperate act of suicide can
reach,—whick ¢ smiles at the drawn dagger and defies its poing ;”—a Bfe, it is true,
which has only recently begun, and whick, in this respect as well as in ite dependence,
differs from the cternal and necessary self-ezistence of the Godhead,—but which, altho’
it caunot boast of an eternity past, is ro be co-eval with the divine in en eternity to
come, and although the perpetunity even of its future being springs from no necessity of
pature, (all created esisterce, spiritual a3 wellas corporeal, partaking of the same ab-
solute dependence,) yet it springs from a necessity which to you is not less determinate
and irreversible, the necessity of your Crestor's will. He bas destined you for cternity;
and the destiny cannos be contravened.  You are; and you cannot cease 1o be. The
matter isindependent of avy will of yours. fou muss exist for ever. .

Think of shis, then ;—of your KTKRNAL TnSTENCE!  Is it mob right awd reasonable
that you should ? X3 the contrary,—the wilful disregerd of s coming eternity,—consist-
ent with that reason which is the boasted distinetion of your nature from that of the
beasts that perish ¢ Bring your thoughts te bear, but for 2 moment, on the unutterable
infatuation of treating with neglect or indifference the concerns of an ever-enduring
existence. Can there any question be conceived, throughous the catire range of sober
thought or of creative fancy, more full of interest, more worthy of your instant regard,
and of the most intense application of your minds, than the question—How an cternity
of BEING may to you be an cternity of weil-sexxg? 0! if you would but allow your-
selves to think of what eternity is,—if you would but try to realize to your minds the
simple but overwhelmivg conception of £xisTENCE WiTlOUT Exv,—you woald feel as if

-
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you had found gome satisfactory answer.to it ;—tili you had discovered some solit
ground on which to reat tae hopes of your troubled and trembling spirit,—na ground,
not flimsy, and suverfcial, and haif examined—(that would not eatisfy you)—but thor-
oughly investigated,.and ascertained 1o be stable and secure.  You would not risk your
everlasting all on any peradventure ; nor would you leave the settlement of your eter-
nal destinics to the mercies of an uncertain moment. Call not this enthusiasm. * I
all concerns of time vauished before the thought of it.  The question would absord your
whole soul ; nor wonld you * give sleep to your eyes or slumber to your eyelids,” ull
speak forth the words of truth and sobernees.” Itfyou will notbe won ¢o religion by the
paramount claims of Deity,—of divine authority and divine love ;—be peisuaded to
listen to the cslculations of prudence. To self love, ag well as to higher principles, the
Bible makes its compassionate and beseeching appeal:—* Why will ye die ?” You
ere sinful, you are accouutable ; you are immortal ; and you are every moment, for
eught yon can tell, on the verge of au immutable eternity.  Is rot this a situation of
the deepest and most affecting interest ?~fitted to $ill the bosom of every one who
looksupon you, and believes it, with inespressible selicitude ? _And ought any questions
relating to it ‘o be postponed to the comparatively petty concerns of the present vain
and passing world, and your own still vainer and more transitory life 2 I mean not to
undervalue the interests of time,—to depreciate, by an empty aud undiscriminating de-
clamation, all the temporalities of personal and social enjoyment. Many of them are
veey preeious. I should belie my own faclings, were I to represent them otherwise,
They are gifts of God, to be received and used with a cheerful gratitude. But atill,
when weighed in the balance egainst the rediities of eternity, they are, in the compar-
ison, *‘trifles light as air.” My desire is, not that you should contemn them, and throw
them away ; but that you would compare.and weigh them. Make a fair estimate of
their relative value ; and act accordingly. Apply to the subject the calculating discre-
tion by which youregulate worldly concerns. Say whether of the two is the weightier ;
which entitled to the prefercnce. If men would but act, in regard to the interests of
their souls and of eternity, on the principles of earthly prudence, proportioning the sel-
icitude, the eagerness, the vigilance, and the effort, to the relative magnitudes of the
interests at.stake and of the benefitr they seek to acquire,—what a change should we
8ee.00 the aspect of the busy world! When the objects weighed against each other
.are things temporal and things eternal,—I need not say on which side your judgement
sud conscience must determine the question of precedency. In the mind of no one
who hearsme (if it be.in.a sound s'ate) can there be one moment’s hesitation.—And
will you, then, my dear fiiends,~will you, especially, my dear young friecnds—suffer
yourselves to be Jaughed out of your surest and deepeat conviotions 2 ‘Will you allow
yourselves to be befooled, and eheated out of the realities of eternity 2 When the wis-
.dom of God has given a decision, will yoube shamed by human scorn, or misled and
deluded by human foily 2 When the authority of God has given & command, will yeu
give way, with ruinous infatuation, either to the frowns or to the enticements of human
influence 2 When the love of God has given an invitation, will you persist in shutting
vour ear to the voice of infinite mercy ? When God offers you miuseLy, in all the ful-
ness of his immeasurable grace, to be your portion and your joy for an endless existence,
will you deliberately reject the offer, and give the preference to the unsubstauiial vapi-
tes of a perishing world, and “the pleasures of sin which are but for a season?” If
you will,—*‘my sonl shail weep for you in secret places.” 3nd O disdain not the pity.
Swilenot at the well meant expostulation. Stifle not the secret conviction of your
own bosomg, which I well know is in barmony with the statements of the preacher,
Religion isnot beneath you. It is not benesth the highest in station, and the most ex-
alted in intellect. It is a “reasonable service” in the most clevated of human beings.
It confers an infinitely higher dignity on royalty, than royalty could confer on the moss
abject mendicant. It is the very glory of the seraphs that surround the cterual throne.
Aud, both on account of its relation to the infinite God ag its object, and to your eter-
ral existence as thescene of its final results, its interests are, i1t no loose and vague and
gonoral sense, but in ‘the strictest acceptation of the term, of infinite moment. They
are such as to throw all things else into shade,—to stamp them with comparative worth-
Jeasness,—to meke them, “when laid in the balance, altogether lighter than vanity.” If
religion have in it any reality, it mpusc have in jt inestimable worth. Itis every thing,
oritis nothing!

*



"GNION WITH THE 'PRESYYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA, 173

FONION WITI THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA,

To'the Editor of the'Cunadian U. P. Magazine.

Sir,—The-above topic is onein which I believe the readers of your Mag-
azine,and the people of the United Presbiyterian Church generally, have been
1ol of late 4o take a very deep intarest. I grieve to say that the prospacts
of a satisfactory issue are now considerably darkened. Nevertheless,a good
cause is mot to be hastily abandoned as hopeless. I beg, therefore, to
offer a fow remarks on the subject, which are, at all events, well meant and
which, I trust, will prove harmless at least.

The great difficulty between the two Churches, so far as appears, is the
question respecting the power of the Civ'' Magistrate in matters of religion, or
rather the recognition which is to be given to it in the standards of the Church.
Some advancement, I cannot but think, has already been made towards our
understanding distinetly the ground occupied by the Presbyterian Church
of Canade-on thissubject. 'Lhere is nothing moreindieative of the pregrass
of thought than the making of distinctions. On two ‘points f some im-
portance it will be seen that our brethren have, in this way, taken a step in
advance. “ Ministeral and Christian Communion” is a sort of stereotype
phrase of long-standing among the Presbyterians of Scotland and is employ-
edin the deed of our Synod respecting Union. Our brethren, however, em-
ploy the expression * Ecclesiastical Incorporation,” intimating that what is
held essential tothis, is not imsisted on, in order to the other. This distine-
tion is certainly in itself of some consequence ; though there wasno room for
it in the days when frce communion was not recognized among Presbyter-
ians and when, of course, Ministerial and Christian Communion necessarity
inplied Ecclesiastical Incorporation.

A distinetion is also made respecting the Tmport of another phrase which
may likewise be regarded asan heir-loum among Scotch Presbyterians “ the
power of the Civil Magistrate in matters of religion.  This is used by our
Synod as equivalent to “Ecclesiastical Establishments.”  Our brethren, how-
ever, restrict the sense, in which they employ it and in which they con-
tend for the the thing signified. They are “willing to consider as matter of
forbearance, opinions on the question of the lawfulness of taking State endow-
ments without Erastian submission to the State ; but continue to consider the
views which they always held and formerly expressed by theiz Committee
on the duty of theCivil Magistrate and the responsibility of nations to
God.”

Allowing the question of Endowments to bs an open one and so disposed
of, 1t is still surely of great impartance that the remaining portions of the pow-
er and the duty of the Civil Magistrate in matters of religion, and the cor-
responding rights and duties of nationsin that respect, should be clearly,
calmly, and amicably discussed, so that those agreeing with one another on
the great fundamental articles of religion, and mutually recognized as per-
sons of integrity and piety, should come {osee eye to eye about what
bas hitherto been matter of better and acrimonious dissension and division.
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Eager as-I should be to comtrubute my miteto an object so closely connact-
ed with peace on carth and good will towards mer and, I verily believe,.
glory to God in the highest, I feel precluded by indistinetness of appre-
Lension respecting the matterin dispute. Permit me, therefore, to subjoin
a few extracts from others beartng mo e or less directly on the point. I shall
sonfine myself, for the present,.to Archbishop: Whatclg an upholder of Es-
tablishzaents, and the late Professor Esson, who most deservedly occupied a.
distinguished place in.the Presbyterian Ghurch-of Canada,

Lam; &e.,
IRENICES.*

REPORT OF THE MISSION COMMITTEE, READ AT THE MEETING.
OF THE U. P. S¥NOD, 8rn JUNE, 1854,

Theproceedings of your Committee for the year which has just olosed, de-
not present any feature of special: interest or importance. All that has been
done may be condonsed into a brief Report; and yozr Committee judge it im--
prudent to occupy the time of this meeting by presenting anything more than
& summary statement of the business they have transacted since the last meet-
ing of Synod. During this period they have granted applications for supple-
ment made by Preachers to the amountof £487 7s. %d.—by Congregations to
the amount of £223 0s. 9d.—making a total of 2G50 8s. 4d, Ine this sum
there are included two items due to 2 Minister whose engagements with the
Board of Missions in Scotland entitled him to the full stipend of £100 sterling;
with a sum of £15 due to one who, in consequence of family afiliction, has-been
under the necessity of resigning his charge and removing from the Province,.
and a farther sem of £14 17s, 2d. paid to Mr. James Fraser, who has now been
emxployed forscme years by the London Presbytery as a Catechist, and whose
efforts for the spiritual instruction and impression of those among whom he is
Taboring seem to be acknowledged by God.-

To make these payments, your Treasurer, the Rev. Mr. Christie,. has drawn
upon the Synod &Grant for missionary purposes to the amount of £489 0s. 10d.
eurrency, and there have been collected among the congregations of the
Church in the Province, and sent in to the Treasurer of the lIome Fund, Rob-
ert' Christie, Esq., the sum of £215 11s. 8@ At their meeting on Tuesday,.
your Committee have passed applications by preachers amounting to £11 12s.,.
and by Congregations to £88 10s., which have not yet been paid, and there are
other demandd which have not yet been formally presented. The books of
your Treasursr, then, show the- following siate :—

Total expenditure upon Preachers from st Aug., 1853, till 27th

April, T854........... e eemeeteeeeve et e 497 T 7
Total grants to weak Congregations betacen Ist August, 1858, and
the present date..ve o ceieiiniiiinireenneannnas rveans 228 0 9
While the charge against said Treasurer is—
ForHome Draft..coooviiieiienioneiaiienieenioiaiiann.. ..£489 010
Coliections in- the Provinces........ eveeeseeeiieree i, 215 11 3

A Dalance remains in the hands of the Rev. Mr. Christie of £35 6s.. 2d., and
in the hands of Robert Christie, Esq., of £240 10s. 3d., while the former is

#We are sorry that the extracts mast be postponed, They, shall appear with soms additional oncs
mnezt number—~Eo,
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mablle for £40 25.:; at present thore is no demand against the Mission Fund of
the latter.

Your Coaemittee, in obedienceto the imjunctions -of Synod, prepared and
forwarded to the Board of Missions in Scotland, a request for ten .additiqnal
Preachers, Before doing so, a civeular wasaddressed toeach of the Presbyteries
of the Church, containing a number of questions designed to elicit as full infor-
'maticn as pessible as to-the number of vacancies - -their local situation—their
present state, with their,prospects, and this was embedizd in a communication
«which was sent off' as soon as 1t could be get ready, to the Rev. Mr. Somerville.
All the members of Synod have, we presuae, seen the document as publis hed
dn the Missionery Record for the month of October, 1853. An answer was re-
«ceived stating that the request had beenleid before the Board at their meeting
in that month, and that they had resolved to comply with it so faras in their
power. YWhen this answer was read in your Committee, they cordially and
unanimously resolved to record their satisfaction with it, and instructed thefr
Convener to econvey their thanks to the Board in Scotlind for the kind and
Christian spirit in which the application had been received and considered.
Elforts have been made, and are’continuing to be made at home, to procure for «
the Church here the number of missionaries nam»d, but they have been only
partially successful.  Fiveshave been engaged, some of whom have already ar-
rived. Let it be hoped, however, that these who are on the list of Probation-
ers or completing their studies in the IIall, may e induced seriously to ponder
the invitation that has heen addressed to them, and to choose Canada asa field
for the forth-putting of these energies which they have professedly dedicated to
Gud, to serve him in the Gospel of-his Son.

Weare kappyin heing ahle to inlhirm the Synod of there being evidence tha
the care which they exercise over the werker congregations has not been in
vain, and that their kindress has not been urappreciated. A letter was ad-
dressed to the Committee, through their Convener, in the early part of the year,
from the congregation of \Chatham, which was one of those under the neces-
Sity of applyine for supplement when they first obtained a pastor, conveying
their thanks for the assistance that had been afforded them in their weakness,
and sraring that in the present year, they were in hopes of being able to raise
£125 as stipend for their pastor, and £39 for hailding purposes.  They remark,
“ As the day on which we were wont to receive pecuniary assistance from you
is appreaching, and as we are met to-day to tran<act the business of the con-
gregation, we cannot allow g1 favorak's an opportunity to pass without con_
“yeying to you this assurance of our heartlelt gretitude for the favors already
mentioned—favors the more valuable becanse by means of them, under God,
we have been enabled to go to the fild of Christ, and find pasture, and can say
not enly that we have a minister of our own, but also that we support him by
«our voluntary offerings

Your Committee think it would serve a useful purpose were means taken to
-publish the reports, or a digest of them, which are presented by preachers to
rthe respective Presbyteries within whose bounds they have been laboring.  This
would sunply information as to the number and state of the vacancies which
-exist, and of the cxtent of mission field which the operations of the Church em-
Yrace: it would afford 2 better understanding of the position which the Church
-occupies in the Province—awsken a greater interest throughout ali the congre-
gations, and might lead to ereater praverfulness and liberality for the welfare of
‘those who are without a shepherd. Were these reports forwarded by Presby-
4eries to the Mission Committee, they could embody-as many of the facts nar-
‘rated 25 they €eemed advisible in a Statemest like the present—which would
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give it greater variety and interest to su~h a meeting as this—and:we . are cer-.
tain that the Editors of both magazines would be willing to insert itiin. their pa-

riodicals, so that it would be diffused throughout our congregations. for thein
instruction.. . .

‘TL Rev. Andrew Kennedy has written to the Committee isforming them.
that, having succeeded in obtaining a situation which affords him the oppor-
tunity of laborjng, for the advancement of that cause to which his life has been.
hitherto devoted, he will not, in the meantime, draw upon, the, fund for any
moncy in the way of salary.

Annual statistical Reports have been received from.six Presbyteries—those of
Brant and Durbam have not come to hand.  EFrom those whicir hava been sent
in, it appears that there are sixty, ** congregations,” but fourtesn of- these, from
®ome cause or other, have not furnished their statistics.  With the fifty-two
shat have reported, there ave connccted thirty-six -*stations”; the ‘*average
attendance” is 8260—the “numbers added” 567 and “removed” 36S, givingan
increase of 199, while there are on the roll of communidants. in  the Church

. 4291, In “religious classes” there are 1774, and (44 attend prayer mectings.
The total number of baptisms 15.341 ; the numboer of volumes in libraries 10,-
041; and the number of Churchies 43, Congregational Delit amounts to £2132
0s. 6d., and the total income to L4084 4s. 4d., being an average to each mem-
ber of almost £1-1s. 10d., and to each hearer of about iils. 4d. L£2585 16x.
have been expended upon “stipend,” and 81153 4s. 6d.. on * Church Proper-
ty;". £77 19s. 14d. have been collected for the Fheological Fund--~£31 2s, 1d.
for Synod and Presbytery Funas—£127 148, 934d. for the Synod's Missions—
£91 13s. 11d. for General Missions—£25 9s. 6d. as contributions to the poor,
while £426 17s. 8d. fall under the heading of incideatal axpenses.

Your Committee refrain from instituting any compasison between these re-
turns and those of last year, but they would call attention to the number ofin-
stances in which congrepations have failed .to make. collections for the schemes
of the Church. In one Presbytery not asingle farthing has  been raised for the
Synod and Presbytery Funds—only two congregations of the same Presbytery
have contribused to the Theologica, Fund : one tadhe Synod's Missions, and one
to General Missions.  In another Presbytery the column under the head - The-
ological Fund,” presents a uniform blank, while. those of the other schemes have
but very few entries.  Most of the other Presbyterieshave been more faithful ; but
we believe that all the circumstances should remind the Synod. of the propriety
of enjoining thmt.greater attention Le paid in all the congregations and vacancies
of the Church to the annual collections for the different vbjects. specified in the
atatistical schedules, and of stating anew that those in need of sapplement  for-
feit their right to have it g1anted, uniess they comply.,  Your Committee cannot
lelp expressing their conviction that the fault here Lesat the ceor ¢f winisters,
and that the people would be willing to give of their wealth for these purposes
were they asked, or fuznished with the, epportuenity te dose. . Al our-funds re-
quire the hearty and universal liberality of omr membership.  Much of our Zion.
i5, in thisrespect, as an uncultivated ficld. Were we to work. the resources.
which are within our own power, to the full extent of which  they admit, we.
would not regyire to be as dependetit as we are upon external aid. And the
circumstanees of the Church are now such, that she can afford to .cast mere
than she has been doing into the t:easury ofthe Loxd’s house, and she needs t¢ -
cast more.

‘We would embody in this Report the suggestion.that Pre sbyterv-Clerks be
/e e A age A s meeeneiag, intiuation of the. perieds  t which Collees

\
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tions-for the schemes should be made; and- farther, that vacancies, as well ag
congregations having a pastor, be required to make returns of their statistics.

Let your Committee close with expressing their thankful acknowledments for
the prosperity: with which God' has alteady blessed the Church, and the hope
that he will increase her more and more till the little one  ghall become a thou-
sand, and.the small one a-strong nation. May the Lord hasten it in his time.

UXITED PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION OF CIATHAM.

Craruaw, 6th January, 1854,

To the Revd. Rohert Torrance, and’other members of the Missirn Committee of
the United Presbyterian Chureh,

Resprerep FATHCES AND BRETEREN :—

We, the members of the United Presyterian Congregation of Chathars,
beg leave humbly to approach you at this time to declare our gratcful remem-
brance of the vast boon, which, for the gpace of nearly two years you conferred
upon usg, m the way of supplementing the Stipend of our minister.

Resd. Futhers and Dretlren,—We are happy to inform you that we no long-
er require pecuniary assistanee from. abroad ; that our brethren and sisters of
this Congregration,—though not very numerous—are exceedingly liberal; and
that our resources—though not'large—-are zullicient.  During the last yearwe
raised £125.  £100 for our Pastor’s Stipend, and £25 for liquidating the debt
on the Church and for other purposes.  This yearis but beginning, still we
may confidently assert that we will raise £125 tor our Pastor’s Stipend, and
perhaps double that sum (of £235) for building purposes.

But in the midstof all this increasing prosperity we cannot, and desire not, to
forgee that to your vencrable Board and to the United Presbyterian Chureh at
large, through your Board, we owe it all,

Andas the day on which we were wont to receive pecuniary assistance from
vou is approaching and as weare met to-day to transact the businessof the Con-
gregation we cantot allow so favorah le an opportunity to pass without convey-
ing to yuu this assurance of our heartlelt gratitude for the favours mentioned—
favours the more valuable because by means of them under God we have been
enabled to go to the fold of* Christ and find pasture, and because by means of
them, we are this day able notonly to say : “*“We have a minister of our own,
but also that we support him by our voluntary offerings.” Truly, sirs, God has
put it inte your hearts and power to do great things for us.  When we were
weak ye supported us—wlien.hangry ye fed us—when thirsty ye gave usdrink
—and thus our debt is larger than we can ever dfsoharge.  Yet, hereafter we
will by the Grace of Goddo what we can.  The rest our Lord and Master will
himself do.  “Verily; verily, T say unto you; lnasmuch-as ye havedone it unto
one of theleastof these my brethren ye have done it unto me.” “Come ye bless-
ed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the foundation of
the world.” : ’

Revd. Fathers and Brethren,—We addressyou not with boasting speech ;. for
in telling you of our prosperity we are influenced merely by the belief that it
will rejoite your benevolent hearts to know that a congregation, for-whish you
Xave donc.so .much,is.grateful, and i flourishing, - . .
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+  Thess, Respected Sirs; are our réasons for "addressing you at this time ; and
we hope that you will find them a sufficient ‘excuse -for what might otherwisc
appear presumptuous.

In conclusion, believe'us that our prayers'and efforts will ever be for the pros-
perity and extension of the Kingdom of Jesus, and for your individual welfare
in time and in eternity.

By order of the Congregation.
ANDREW McKINLAY, Crerk.

{We have great pleasure in complying with the request of the Mission Com-
mittee to insert the above letter, which is highly satisfactory and exemplary.
It tells us of the flourishing condition of onc of our Congregations—it preseuts
an instance in which pecuniary assistance afforded by the Church to a weak
and infant cause has been so used, and not abused, as that in a very short time
the nursling, has attained to the comfortable and honourable conditivn of being
self-sustaining—and it displa_s a fine fecling of affectionate gratitudeto the par-
ent on which for a time there was-dependence.. In such a case weay truly
say of merey :—

“Ttis twice blessed,
It blesseth kim that gives and him that takes.”

"We arc mistaken if this letter will not be read with interest by ‘many in our
‘Church at home, to whose bounty it is that our Synoc here is, in 2 great mea-
sure, indebted for the means of fostering new and necessarily feeble congrega-
A3 .

tions.]

PROPOSED UNION BETWEEN TIIE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN AXD
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA.

L DELIVERANCE Y THE SYNOD OF THE UNITED -PRESBYTRRIAN CHURCH IN CANADA.
Haamroy, June 8, 1854,

ThedSynod of the United Presbyterian Church in Canada met and was con-
stituted.

Inter alia;—

Calle@ for'the Report of the Committee to whom were referred the Overtures
and Petitions on the subjeot-df Unlon with the Presbyterian Church:of Can-
-ada.

A series of Resolutions'for-adoption‘by the:Synod was raported by, the Con-
‘vener, Professor Taylor.

The several Clauses ofthe Report were considered seridtim, and being adope-
ed, the Report was then unanimouslyadopted as a whole, and is of the follow-
‘ing tenor, viz. :—

Resolved—1. That the Synod-agrees to express its cordial approbation of the
gpirit-and-objeot-of -these,pupers;; andto declareiits full conviction:that the wis-
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Wle and manifested union of all real Christians, in their religious institutions and
<observances, is a matter of such vast importance, that almost every cffort and
sacrifice, not inconsistent with «principle, ought to be made for the attainment
of it

II. That there are, in the judgement of the Synod, ne sufficient reasons for
this Ghurch and the Presbyterian Church of Canada, continuing in.a state of
separation; and that many great and obvious adeantages might be expected,
under the Divine blessing, to result from their heartily aniting owsound and
scoiptural principles.

UL That the Synod recollests with satisfaction, that it formnerly took somo
steps towards the realization of the Union in question, and that though the
issue was then unsuecessful, the Synod is still ready to concur in any reasonable
and prudent measures that wsy, at any time, be propesed fur the accomplish-
ment of so desirable and impertant an object.

IV. That considering how much unhappy and mi chievous disision among
Erangelical Presbyterians bas been occasivned by the questivn respecting the
power of the Civil Magistrate in matters of religion, ot in plauer tetms, by the
question of Ecclesiastical Establishments, the Synod takes the present opporta-
nity of stating thi~t the principle of this Church in regard to that question, has
always been that it shall be matter of forbearance : and the Synod has great
pleasure in reflecting chat whiie the principle seems just and sound initself;it has
this special excell nee that it presents a basis on wi.ch persons, ditlering wide-
ly in their views respecting establishments, may, neverthele s conscientiously
and honourably unite, provided none of them regard these views as of such vi-
tal and momentous importance, 23 to demand that they be made a term of ¢hris-
tian or ministerial communion.

V. Thatthe Synod hold out every encouragement to the Congregations, Ses-
sions and Presbyteries under its inspection, to give expresrion to their senti-
ments on this most interesting and important me tier, and exhort them earnest-
1y and perseveringly to pray (fod that, under his blessing, the whole may ter-
minate in what shall conduce most to the advancement of his glory and the
peace and prosperity of his Church ; the Syned at the sane time declaring that
it will cagerly embrace the earliest epportunity that may seem to present itself
for giving practical effect to the reasonable, scriptural, and pious wishes of the
people under its charge.

Ordered,—That an authenticated-copy of the Resolutions be =ent to the Mod-
-efator of the Presbyterian Charch-of Canada, about to mceet in Toronto next
~week.

It was further—

Regolved,—That z Committee beappeinted asa Standing Cemmittee of Union,
-consisting of Ministers and Elders. to confer with any Committee front the Synod
«ef the Presbipterian Church of Cenada, or from any other Evangelical Denom-
dnaton, on this subject.

The following were then appointed a Standing-Gommitiee of Union in terms
-of the foregoing Resolutions, viz:—

The Rev. Thomas Christie, Professor Taylor, Dr. William Taylor, and Rev.
Messrs. Jennings, Thornton and Skinner, Ministers, together with Messrs,
"Thomas Armstrong, Robert Christie, AlexanderSmith, James Young and Alex.
Burret, Eiders. Prefessor Laylor, Convener.

Frtracted Yrom the Minutes of the Synod,
(Signed) JAMES DICK, Moderator.
Wu. FRASER, Synod Clerk,
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DELIVERANCE OF T.!"IE.SYNOD('J QII: \E‘EE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH O}
AN .

At Toronto, on Satwadny the 17th day of June, 1854; the which day the Synoc
of the Presbyterian Ghurch of Cunademet and was constituted,

Inter alic,.

The Synod resumed consideration. of the papers onthe subject of union witi
the United Presbyterian Church.  After lengthened reasoning, it was, withou
a vote, resolved, that this Synod baving considered the Memorial fzom the con
gregation of Kuox's Churcely, Jamilton, and the Resolntions- ol the Synod «
the United Presbyterian Chureh, anent union between-that body and thi
Synod,.express their earnest desive to see that object Mtained, provided it car
Be attained on seriptural principles; declare their willingness to consider opie-
ions on thelawfalness of State Bndowients without Brastian submission to the
State,.as a matter of forbearznee, but continue to consider the views which
they have always held and formerly expressed by their Connnittee on the duty
of the Civd Magistrate and the responsibility of nations to God, to be of such
vital importancess 1o demand-that they be made a term of+ Ececlessiastical In-
corporation, and believe the practical effects resulting from  the principles re-
ferred to, to be of'suoh a character,.as to render the maintaining of these prin-
cinfes in ail theirintegrity necessary- to the best juterests of the Church pf
Slhurist:.

And forther, that this Synod. xhile convineed that na union which ignores
these principles can be ¢feeted. or if effected? ean prove benelicial, nevertheless
appomt a Committee 13 confer with the Committee of the United Preshyterian
Church,.and to devise in accordance with the terms of this deliverance,
measures which may conduce te harmouy oiopinion and actich on this and alt
other points of doetrine and. practice which this Churely haolds vital, and when
nracticable to eilieting a proper and lasting anion : The Commitice to 2onsist
of Dr. Dayne, . Willis, Dr. Burne, Professor Young,. Messrs. 1. McKenzie,
MY, Stk R Ure W. Grepg, R Boye, J. M. Rogersy L B Duncan, D.
Hraser, & Svott, W, Mcliaren—Ministers ; and  Messrs. Ji - Shaw, W, Begg, J.
Hall, 40 Com gy Andrew Smith, W. Heron, M. McMillan, and D, Kenncedy—Yl-
ders: Mr. Ure to be converer,

Eitracted, &c., by
(Sigued,) WILLIAM REID, Synod (fierk,

The following Deed of the Synod respecting the Confession of Baith, seems.
proper-as an appendix to the above : ** The Synod in ddclaring their adherence,as
they now agrin do, to the Coafession of faith, as approved by the General As-
sebly of the Church of Scotlandtin the year 1647, hereby declare that they
do not understand the passages relating to the duty of the civil magistrate as
teaching or sanctioning an Erastian control of the Church by the civil magis-
trate, or the persecaiion of individuals for conscience’ sake—principles which
the Synod heartily disciaim, as inconsistent with the.liberty wherewith Christ
has made his people free—opposed o the spirit and terms of the said Confes-
sion, and repudiated-by the Church in hor purest and best times.”
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Aissiomwy  Fudelligence..

MAY ANNIVERSARIES IN BRITAIN.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN RIBLE SOCIETY.

Tuis great Society held its anniversary meeting on the. 3d of- May. The Farl of”
Baaftesbury was in the chain

The report gave a most gratifying account of 1he financiai condition of the Societr,.
and of the 7ast and varied operauons, extending io all parts of the earth, in which it is
engaged.

Total veceipts from ordinary SOUrCeS, .. cvveieeersevaceanss...£125,663 18 10-
Jubilee Fund,. oo i i i ittt e e e rae e B6AVT T O
Chinese New Sestament Rand, .o ioiiiiiiiiiirienoeenae. 80,485 10 3

.

£222659 5 10

The ordinury revenue atone exceeds by £16,505, 8s. 24, the revenue of the former
- year, and by £3225, 05, Td., the revonue of any previous year.

The followivg are some statistic.] itums from the report :—Issues froms the depot of
Pauts, during year, 90,132 copizs, (in .u'dm an to issues uf the French Ruble Society,
Ke)s Bu(.u,\x 6351 “uLI..\\.)‘::‘ 395 Culoasy, l}b 122 Frausvour, 65,4085
Brrstat, 20,580, .\nuruu:.\' Irawy aul S\vn'y,r.m.\\p 15,9506 ; l’m‘-ss!a. 67.863;
SwEDEN, 35,000 ; Nonrwav. 10,900 Sy, Prrerssurcn, 7,085; Obessa, 20,000 ; Mas
A, 11,3065 Tergkey, 7,015 Cavivrny, 48,307 Maburag, 64,747 &e. & To our
soldiers and sallors, 50,000 copie~ of the Scuptures had  been distabuted.  In tho
vourse of th vear, 200 new auxiliary sovicties-bad been furmed, making- the totel 3=
England and Wales 5315,

The chiefl sneakers—Marguis of Cholmondeley, Sie R. Inglis, Rotl of Harrowby, Bish-
op of Cashel, Bev. Jo Ac James, Rev. Mo Milne from China,  Rev. Mr. Young from.
Australia, ord Onies Russeily Earl of Chichester, aud Bishop Care.

Me. Angell James directed particular attention to Giitsa, in 2n clogaent and power-
ful specch 1 —

T st refer to China, with which it has been my honour to have something to dos
snd Lmist be teere or less than lunnaa ity on this oceasion, T oam noy the eu!gnct of
eotion Jeep and almost orerwhehming,  China has hecome a name  of transcendent
and absmbing interest.  Afier thousands of yemz of ignorant, sunersttions, jealous,
Warbavons iGolatry, it is-now to be sestored to the {adawship of mnions, and, we hope,
10 th¢ kingdom of our Lotd Jesus Cluist. . We have heard a great deal laiely—not too
wtch —for wll has interested us, of the diseaveries which have been made at Babylen
aud Nineveh,  The twnbs of these ancient empires have  been  discovered, entered,
td their mouldering relics brought ont to adorn our musewsns, nnd, what s still hetter,
to verity the great facts of Seriptuve Watory. 1 yield to noue in the interest whick I
eake in tiese matters ; but what are Niseveh and Babylon now to China?  With Nin-
ivch and Babylon ave associated the holy rece allections of the prst. with  China the
glowing anticipations-of the future.  The entrance to the tombs of Nineveh and Baby-
Jon wax to bring out the relics of a«iead man, asit were; but the revolution of China
i3 opening the prxson-doort and bringiug out a living one to light and liberty, to action
and enjoyment.  The tuhabitants of Nineveh and Bubylon have gonc to their ctornal
destiny, and we cannot extend to tiem the hcnevolcncc af a missienary, & Blble, or a
prayer;_dut to the,350,000,060. aizhe. ivhabitants of Suinawe.can send uissionatiea
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and Bibles,;and invoke the blessing of God upon our exertions. Nineveh #nd Babyler
will not new, as they once did, add to the domain of the Redeemer; but Ohina will be
-—and think me nat a prephet in thus speaking—the largest ruby that is to blaze, the
wmost precious diamond that is to sparkle inthe diadem of Erereanuel. That diamend
is at present, I admit, swarounded with its earthy incrustations sud impure admixteres ;
but if there be any truthin prophecy, if there be any meawingin providence, the pro-
cess of grinding is going-on ; aud when its facets are polished, and itis placed inis
-datended receptacle, itshues shall flash with the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, de
lighting every Leholder, and exciting the gratitude of every Christian who has prayed
for the conversion of thet vast cmapiice.  God i3 in history, my Lord; for my part, [
hicar his ¥oice calling, 1 sec his inger beckoning, I feel his hand drawing, I mark his
footsteps leadng to China! I know very well that Chixa is not yet converted to God,
and I am.quite conzcious that we do not allow any mere visionary schemes and pro-
posals to take possession of our minds. My own views, my Lord, are these—:tkat be-
tore China is converted to God, great convulgions must take place. The deposits of
superstition and moral corruption have been going on through se many ages, 2ad have
formed such tremeundas strata there, that thare can be no breakingchem up il there
have been most tervikle disraptions.  The stegnancy that has held  zp that empire so
long, can never b purified but by awful storms.  Therefore, let us stand prepared for
some considerable time to elapse before China will ield to the missienary and the Bi-
ble, and be converted to Christ; and we must not be astoni-ked if, alter all, consid-
erable defeats arise 1o puzsle and perplex our faith.  But what a scene was that which
the gentlemen on beard her M jesty’s ship Hermes, off Silter I<lané, deheld, when one
of the broad vivers of China was covered with the remains of idols and Buddhas, twenty
feet high, floating onwards to the ozean, perches for the s=a-birds, orseceming menstera
to aifright the crede.sus andignorant maviner.  This, 25 one has ebserved, wasanot to
cast the *do's to tie mles and to the bats, but at any rate to the galls and the fishes.
llere, my Locl, is much to eneourage us. We are nat the abetters of the craelty, fa-
naticism, and iutalevance of the insurgent army ; we do not stan:d by, exalting spec-
tators In witnessing their distemnered and destruciive zes!, which, rolling onward like
lave bursting from: 2 burning valeiro, consumas every thing in its course; but we da
know that the insargent army hasadopted in a rutilated and partial form our haly re-
ligion; aud it would be crininal indifference to tie interests of China, to our own oh-
ligations, and to the honor of Carist, if we did not take aivan-age of the opjiorinni-
ty ket is thus alforded us of pouring in - the Sariptures and wissionmries te that empire.
Xy Lord, let me tell you thatif s ou neglect Ching, theve are those tha will nat.  Foe
2ges upon agesthe conversia of Caina has baen a cherished object in the Varican of
that currapt Church which gaails not before the rightiest nor  despizest the me nest
object of its zeal, which will not contemnn the eonversion of 4 brggar, nor shrink from
attempring the conver< m of an empire. At oe ti - thi tv yourg prests st ave-
gnest to the Propaganda Society, with their names signed with bicad drawn foon their
ov'p veins, aud requesting to hesent 2s missionries to China: <o that we must be upan
the alert, or the Church of Rome will outstzip us inzwl. Whaeever aets passession
£rstis most likely to be successfal.  Now, Protestants, T <ay to you, 1 China with
Bibles, and they will keep out the priests; for ifgou let China be filled with prissts,
tkey will keep out the Bible.®

Mr. James gave alively account of the manner in which he had got his cengregation
2o subscribe for 36,000 Testaments:—

17 said to my Sood peegle one merning, after 2 serman that was of conrse a lutle in-
“tended to get up the fecling for the oceasion, that as their pastor hiad taken some part
in the movement, the wo:ld woulé ask what his people haldone forit. ¢ Now,' said
4, ¢ g0 home, think over thesulfect, and after &inaer ather round vear tables, and
let there be a fasmily subscription ; the hashand first, the wife, as she ought to be, by
the side of her kusband, next, the children foXowlng : let the servants have a part too,
and then bring the papers in the evening, 2ué& we will colleet your promises’'—for we
had but lately remitted £3500 a8 our subserpsion to the Tenon Missionary Society, s8
that I could not ask for the money just then. 7 said, ‘If vou will give me your y.rom-
ises, I will trust vou till Christmas. See how much you can subscribe, and then at

Chrisimas we will have the money™ Tke congregation brokeup, and met of <ourse
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aguin in the evening, When: the second hymn was-about to-be given out, I said to

the deacons, * Now, go round with the boxes, and'collect the papers,’ which they did.

As Felosed the sermon, one of my deacons canre behind me-and showed me a card—I

guessed whasiv was. I looksd atit, and 7 certainly looked with 2 little incredality.

It is quite right,’ said she deacon, and T luoked again and vead, *Twenty-four thou-
gand copivs.’  Since then, she number has been fucreasedito thirty thousand: *Bug

what’, you may say, *about the peyment? fer you gave thenv eredit. Did they come
up to their proumse ¥ Ob, F thought ¥ could trast them~—F have known them nearly
haXa-century, and 1Znew whom B was speaking to. Christinas came, and 2500 sub-
ecrib{:d in”r.bac quiet way, with three montha”crediv invo the bargain, there was only
£2 shost.

WESBEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Origic and Progress of $he Missions of the Wesleyan Connexion.—The first mis
sioasof the \Wesleyan Coanexion wero established by the Rev. John Wesley, A, M.,
the Rev: Dr. Cuke, uud others.  In 1769, s, Wesley sent two missionarias to North
Amarica ; and these, within & few years, were followed by six others, some of whom
rewurned to Englhnd on the breaking out of the revolutionzry war.  On tie acknow-
ledgnzent of the independenze of the United States, the socicties there were formed
into a distinet organization, which is known as the Methodist Episcopal Church,

In 1786, missions were commenced in the West Indies by Dr. Coke ; and Nova Sco-
tia and Newfoundiand were soon afterwards added to the sphere of missiona: y labour
occupied Ly the Connexiore  Before the death of Mr. Wesley, in 1791, the number of
missionaries employed under his direction in the West Iudiesand in Noth America, ex-
dusive of the Methodisi Episcopal Church in the United States, had increased to nine-
teen.  Missions were established at Sierra Leone in 1796, at Gibraitar in 1308, at Cey-
loo and at De:nerara in 1814 ; at New South Wales in 1815 ; in France and Switzes-
land, and at the Cape of Good Hope, inthe following year; upon the continent of India,
eud at Hayt, in 1817 ; at the River Gambia in 1821 ; at the Friendly Fsleudsin 1822,
and at New Zealand in *823 7 at Hondurasin 1825 ; in Germauny in 1832 ; at the-Fee-
jeeJsfands, and upan the Gold Goast in 18355 in the Hudsen’s Bay Territovies in 1840 5
end at Canton, in Chi-a. 1852.  The niissions of the society now embrace Treland, Ger-
maoy, Franes, Switzerlend, and Gibrskar, in Europe ; Continental India, Ceylon, and
Ching, in Asia; New Seuth Wales, Autraiia Felix, Sonthern and Western Australiz,
Yan Diemen’s Land, New Zealand, the Friendiv Islands, and the Feejve olands, in
Australasia and Polynesia; the Cape of Cood Hope, Albsny, and Kaifiland, Natal,
Dechuana Couniry, Sierra Leone, the River Gambia, Cape Coast, Ashantee, Guinea, and
the Slave Const in Africn; and Jamatea, Sutigus, Montserrat, St. Christopher’s, St.
Fastatius, Nevis, St. Bavtholomew's, Dominiza, Tortols, St. Martin's Anguilla, St. Vin-
cent’s, Grerada, Trinidad, Barbadoes, Tobago, Eayii, New Providence, Elcathera, Har-
bour Island, Abaco, Turk’s Island, Demerare, Honduras, Eastern and Western Canad,
NovaScotim, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Cape Breton, Prince Edward’s Island, and'
the Territories of Hudson's Bay, in America.  The central or principal stations, called
% circuits,” occupied by the Society, in the Various parts of the world, are 287. The
oumber of missionarics and assistant missionaries i3 507 ; with whom there are associ-
nted 2083 local preachers, 150 catechists, 350 solavied day-sehool teachers, 1092 day-
school teachers, who receive 1o salary from the society, and 5804 Sabbath-school
teachers.  The nminber of chapels is 1246 7 ¢f other places of worship, 1970 ; church
members, 110,22 5 on trial for inewbdership, 4873 ; Sabbath-schools, §73; day-schools,
§14; scholars, deducting for those who attend both the cday and Sabbath-schoois,
T3S11 ; printing establishments, 8. The income of the Society for the vear ending
Dec. 31st, 1853, amounted to £111,498, Hs. 33 being an fucrease of £9116, 14s. od.
are~that of the preceding year.  The expeuditure of the year has also been £114,448,
14=. 34. including £3,1:9. 173, 4d., paid in partialliquidation of the defiiciencies of former
yesrs, The remaining balance of those deficiencies is £18,501, 11s. 162, The missions
in Iscland are undes the dircction of the Jxish Methodist Conference, aad by the preach-
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ing of a pure gogpel, and the maintenance of schoools in which the Word of ‘God 't
daily taught, are istrumental in extending the saving power of Protestant trath inte
distant and necessitcus localities which would otherwise be nlmost if not entirels desii-
sute of its enlighteningand regenerating influences. Tha missions in-France and Swit-
xerland huve recently-been organized into a separate Connexion or Church and wirk
renewed zeal and energy the missionaries and their peaple kave continued to proscente
a work now tore then ever dependent upon themselves for success.  The blessing of
Almighty God has been wouchsafed ingiving showers of holy infiuences from on high
and, encouraged Ly theso tokens of the presence and favour of the great 1lead of the
Thurch, the missionaries have -extended their laboursito *Corsica and the Sardivian
sates.  The missions in Austrslin and ¥an Diemen’s Luid, are also ubout to be formed
into a Connexion or Church, having entrusted to them<he mavagement of the missions
in New Zealand, the Friendly Islands, amd Fecjee ; and there is good reason to hope,
that not only will the fundsof the sociéty be grendy refieved by such an arrangement,
but additional facilities will be provided for acquiring more extensive conquests among
theislands of tae South Pacific. It is proposed that the important missions in British
North America shall, in like manaer, recerve at no distant period an organization desigy.
od and calculuted to cansolidate and render them inereasingly efiicient.  The Indigu and
other missions in Western'Canada, and in the#indson’s Bay Territories, are under the
eare of the Canadian Methodist “Confercuce, which was formed some thirty years ago,
snd to these will be united. without delay, ‘the niissions » Eastern Canada.  Those in
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfouud'ani Cape Breton, and Prine  Edward’s Island,
is is expected, will compsea separete Connection—News of the Churches.

‘CONDEMNATION OF THE OLERGY RESERVES.

The general Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church met at Belleville,
in June, and adopted without one dissentient voice, as we are informed, the
following Report of & Committee, respecting the Reserves:

& To the General Geyference of the Aethodist Episcopal Church in Caneda.

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the Clergy Reserves,
beg leave to reportto the Conference the following Resolutions for adeption i~

1st. JResolved,—That it has ever been held as a sacred principle by the M.
R Church in Canada, that the Church of Christ should be free from sll
connection with 2he-civil authority.

2nd. That itis an evident infringement of the foregoing principle, for any
branch of the Church to receive pecuniary aid from the State, inasmuch as funds
80 derived must repder the Body receiving them, more or less subservient to
the State.

5rd8. That the setting apart of one-seventh of the lands of this Province for
e support of 2 Protestant Clergy, whatever may have been the designs of the
shen constituted authoritics, has occasioned much strifs, bickering, and even
bloodshed in the country.

4th. That the Home Government has, in accordanc e witho the just demands
*f the Canadian people, authorized the Parliameat of this Prince to didsoe of
1e36 Reserves-as they think praper,
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5th, That the proposition for dividing the Ressrves among the varigus:denora-
inations, accerding to- their numerical strength, és but a proposition to perpeta-
ate the evil, and extend the existing system of acrruption.

th. That the appropriation of these Reserves to Common School purposex,
involves :a serious ohicetion, viz, the support of sectarian schools, as provided
for by the present schoel Act.

Tth. That the Reserves oughto'be sold, and the proeseds placed in the gene-
ral revenues of the Provinee.

8th. That the Provincial Legistature should take prempt and decided action
in this deeply important question, and by an equitdble -settlement thereof, se-
cure equal and impartial justice to the country. And the Conference deem it
their duty to declare unequivoeally, thut they cannot become the parties to
public wrong-doing, by consenting to the perpetuation of the Reserves in their
present state.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

: TroMas WensTer, ‘Chairman.

J. H. Jomxsoy, .Secretary.
d. B. RiciARDSON,
Bellesille, -June 10th, 1854,

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church.in Canada adopted the following report of
their Commiittec :—

“The Committee on Reserves andiEectories aresslerrly of opinion, that the time Has
now come when the perplexing question of the appropriation of these lands are to be
settled ‘inally. They would have fondly clung to the:proposition of -an appropriation
of them to the purposes of -education, as alrendy stated in Acts of this Synod, but fing
serious difficulties stauding in the way; and objecting strongly as they do to the plan
of endowing systems ot religious opinions diametrically opposed to one another, and
respecting the conscientious views of such bodies in objecting in toto to an ecclesiastio-
al appropriation of publie funde at all, your Committee recommend to the Synod their
unanimous and strong approval of a thorough Secularization Lill by which the fundsin
question shall be withdrawn entirely from their present offensive position, and handed
over to the general eivil Fund of the Proviuce, to be administered as any other civil
Funds are for general purposes, but in no sense for ecclesiastical uses of .any kind.

The Congregational Union whieh met at Montreal, in June, adopted the following
Resolution :—* That the ministers and delegates of the Congregational churches of
Capada, in Union assambled, do now rencw their constant protest against the ap-

ropriation of any part of the public domain for clergy reserves, as a violation of
%brist’s rule for the support of the Gospel, a grievous injustice to those who, for con-
science’ sake, will not share in the proceeds, and one of the most fruiful sources of
civil strife in the history of this colony; that they would regard with unmingled
aversion and alarm, any attempt to divide them among religious «lenominations far
any purpose whatsuever ; and that they once nore claim, in the name of justice and
ruligion, that they be at once entirely and for ever SeCULARIZED.”

MINISTERS' SALARIES.

The question of ministers’ salaries has been taken up by the Unitariane io this eNy
(Boston) and vicinity, with a deliberation and thoroughness which deserve epecial no-
tice. At the lest annual meeting of the  Society for the Relief of Aged and Destitnte
Clergymen,” a committec was appointed to investigate this subject, and their repors
has recently appeared in pamphles form. A statement of facts has been obtained from
ali the parishes of the denomination in New England, and carcfully arranged by the
¢hairman of the committee, Rev. Mr, Brooks; and irom-these facts the {ollowing logh
-¢al conclusions are drawa:
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1. The'presens low safuries-gail to tha-clergy of all denominations in New-Eagland
not only subject ministers to social suffering;-and lkssen their respectability in the eye®
of the world, but, moreover, rob them of due mental independence, 2ad greutly abridge
their professional usefulness. .

2. Precarious snd incompetent support prevents many young men of talent and
character from entering the sacred profession.

8. The high €hristian scholarship, =0 imvperiously demanded Dy the new <wants of
the ninetecntly sentury, will uot be likely to appear under existing disconragements,

4. The inevitable consequence of the above facts is,.tHat the Ghristiun Charch, in
all its branches, must greatly suffer, and its conflict with sin and infidelity be more and
more feeble.

6 The effectun! remedies for this state of things are these: a thor ough reform of
public opinion o the sulsect of supporting preachers of the Gospel, and a new rally of
ull the friends of the cross.— Correspondent of the N. Y. Independent.

&he Corabinn uidel Preshylerinn Fumpiine.

TORONTO, JULY 1, 185%.

CANADEAN UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE.

At Hamilton, on the 3th of June, a mecting of the members of the Synod
favorable to this Magazine was held. The Rev. . Barrie was called to the
chair. A lNvely interest was manifested in the object by both the Ministers and
Elders present, and after some conversation the following Resslutions were pro-
posed and unanimoasly adopted :—

1st. That we cordially approve of the Canadian U. I. Magazine, edited by
Professor Taylor, and pledge ourselves to use our best cfforts for its circulation
in our respective localities and aiso {o sustain i$by contributions to its eclumns.

2nd. That it is desirable that 2 Comumittee be appointed to take charge o
its publication and with whom Br. Taylor may, as occasion requires, consult.

A Committee wag 2ecordingly appointed, the Rev. James Dick, Riehmond-
hill, Convener.

The meeting alzo recommended that the Magazine show'd Licreafter be issaed
with a cover ; but that it should be supplied without a cover to any subscribers
who might intimate to the Publisher that they wish it so.

T5 will be recollected that the Magazine was started only provisionally, and
that its continuanee after the first siz months was to be dependent on the plea-
surcof such a meeting as the above. Weare glad that they have willed the
prolongation of ts existenee, and beg te offer them, as wellas all ctlrers who have
stood by us in time of need, our most sineere and hearty thanks. The Maga-
zine, we trust, may now beregarded as placed on a seeurc and permanent hasis
It must be so supposing, as we are bound to do,that the pledges of the nuwerous
aud respectable meeting just referred to, be honorably redeemed. No effort
shall be wanting on our own part to render it subservient to the weifare of the
Church—the chief object for which it was eriginally undertalicn, with which,
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however, we are more aud more persuaded that the cause of Civil and Religious

liborty in this Province is to a considerable extent bound up,
Circumstances which need not be specified huve prevented us from bringing

out, as intended, the presentnumber on the first day of the month ; and have
also interiered to some extent with the contents. All our arrangements had to.bo
made anew about the middle of the month, We have little doubt, however,
that punctuality will in future be maintained ; and also that these will be less
ground for complaint respecting materials.

A few copies of this number will be sent, unordered, to individuals who it is
oped will be dispesed to interest themselves in the success of the Magazine
The acceptance of these copies will not be held as inferring any pecuniary ob-
ligation j and it will be obliging if those who receive them will have the good.
ness to putt hem iato circulation, and forward to the publisher by the 2ath in-
stant, the addresses of any subscribers they may find it convenient to pro-
cure,

SYNOD OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CAN.ADA.

Want of space prevents us from giving so full an abstract of the proceedings as we
could wish. We regret this the less, however, as several of the deeds of the Synod on
public and important matters, will be found in our pages elsewhere. Routine busis
ness, and the disposal of particular cases affecting congregations and individuals may
be omitted. The Rev. Menry Gordon, of Gananoque, was called to the chair, and
filled it admirably. The Synod put on record a well merited testimony to the memo-
ty of the late Rev. Alexander Gale. Presbyteries were authorized fo take o trial for
license s'x students who had completed their curriculum. It was reported that forty
students had, during last Session, attended Knox's College. It was resolved that
steps should be taken for erecting college buildings—that the committee should be
authorized to invite any party to prelect on such subjects as may be deemed desirabl2
—that the sum of £300 hitlierto reccived from Scotland in behalf of the College,
should no longer be accepted, and that Professor Young's salary should be £490.
A very interesting conversation, interspersed with devotional exercises, took place,
respecting a religious revival reported to have occurred within the Lounds of the
Preshytery of Perth, The Synod directed the members of Preshytery to continue to
atlend to the matter, and communicate results.  Anoverture being brought forward
by the elders for raising the minimum stipends of ministers to £150, the Synod ap-
pointed a commnittee to issuc an affectionate and urgent appeal on the subject. A
communication from the Free Presbyterian Chuveh of the United States was present-
ol, and a reply made.  The Synod agreed to petition Parliament for the abolition of
Sabbath work in the Post Office. The committee on Sabbath Schools was authorized
to publish a series of lessons, and adopt other measures for promoting the efficiency of
these schools. The Synod adopted an overture for recommending all ministers, office-

bearers, and members of the Church to act on and advocate the practice of total ab-
stivence from intoxicating drinks, on a principle of christian expediency, and resolved
to peiition the Legislature for a law prohibiting the importation, manufaciure, and
sale of such liquors as a beverage. The Synod agreed to transmit a loyal address to
Her Majesty with reference to the present position of the British Empire. Next meet-
ing of Synod was appointed to be beld at Montreal, on the 2nd Tuesdry of June, 1855.
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.

THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.

We have space for only a very few words on this important subject, which, how-
ever, we hold to be in some of its aspects, quite within our sphere, notwithstanding tha
wo eschew the details of mere secular politics. - First of all we beg to say let christians
possessing the Franchise, by all means exercise it. T'o stand back -is to leave the
civil affuirs of the country, which bave no inconsiderable bearing on its sacred affairs,
in the hands of irreligious men.  Christianity neither exempts us from our civil do-
ties, nor deprives us of our civil rights. Let religious men, then, be found at thels
post, and here, as everywhere clse, let them do whatsoever they do in word or ip
deed, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, remembering the account they must give
unto God. Next let them endeavor deliberately and conscientiously to ascertain who
are the really best men offering themselves as candidates ; and in doing so, let them
not be carried away by mere election addresses and hustings speeches ; but let them
ook to antecedents and general character. In judging of the fitness of a candidate
too, we humbly conceive that the Secularization of the Clergy Reserves ought to be
regarded as the great object, for which every thing but principle is at present to be
sacrificed. Next let all low artifice and chicanery be shunned. Prudence is com-
mendable, but honesty is the best policy, and is demanded by higher considerations
Faurther, let vulgar personal abuse and vituperation be sacredly avoided as not be-
coming saints.  Once more, let conviction of duty be unswervingly adhered to in
spite of cajolery, bribery, intimidation and all sorts of corruption. And finally, in this
as in everything else, let God be acknowledged, and let him be entreated so to incline
the hearts of nien, and to guide and over-rule their evolutions, as that his glory, and
the best interests of his Church, and of the Community at large, shall be advanced,

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD—SCOTLAND.

The Synod met at Glasgow on Mounday, 1st May. The Rev. Dr. Johnston Limekilns
was clected Moderator. We can afford space for only a very abridged account of the
proceedings, and must confine ourselves to matters of public interest.  On the subject
of National Education the deed of Synod was as follows respecting the Lord Advo.
cato's Bill :—

¢ That while approving of some of the provisions of this bill,

Resolved.—Ist, That the Synod re-affirm the two positious it has long maintained
on the subject of National Education—that it is not within the province of the civil
government to provide for the religious instruction of the subject, and that this depart-
ment of the religious education of the young should be left to the parents and the
Church ; and that the system of supporting denominational schools out of the public
funds is most reprehensible, on account of its violation of our principle, of its foster-
ing sectarian distinctions, and of its indiscriminate support of truth and error.”

“2and, That this Synod strongly condemns those portions of the Bill which do open
violence to the principles of this Church, contained in the 27th clause, and in the
second branch of the 3¢th clause.”

£ 3rd. That this Synod declares that any measure from which these two obnoxious
provisions are not excluded, is not only unworthy the support, but merits tho strenu-
vis opposition of this Synod, and of all the members of this Church.”
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Y 4th. That copies of these resolutions he sent to the members of Her Majesty's Go-
vernment, to the Scoteh members of the House of Commons, and such other members
as the Committee on Public Questions may deem fit, and that no petition be sent at
all”

The Committee on the Better Support of the Ministry reported that, of 256 congre-
gutions who were addressed, forty-one had met, and resolved without extrancous aid
to advance the stipeuds of their miuisters. Eleven of these have attained to £150.
one to £140,twenty to £120,and the others have added £10 to their former stipend. In
all, the sum of £700 is being added to their stipends by these forty-one congregatiors.
Regarding Liquidation of Debt, it was reported that £1235 had been allocated by the
Comuiittee, weich, by stimulating loeal cfforts, would have the effect of paying oft
ﬁsﬂ:)'t;)of debt.  The debt pressing on the Church was believed to amount to about,

140,000.

Some progress was made towards maturing a scheme for providing annuities
for incapacitated ministers, and the matter was remitted to the Committee. The con-
sideration of publishing & Snmmary of Principles was delayed till next Synod. It
was stated that a letter had been received from the General Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in America desiring closer union with the United Presbyterian
Church in Scotland. M. Frederick Monod, of Paris, was prevented, by illness, from
addressing the Synod ; but M. Audebez spoke on the state of Protestantism i
France. The Committee on Scholarships was instructed to endeavour to raise & Cap-
ital £10,000. The Committee on IHome Missions reported that during the year, aid
had been given to 95 congregations in supplement of stipend, and 13 have received
grants. The number of members in the 72 congregations is 1072, who have raised
among themselves for religions purposss £3944, 5s. 1id. or, 16s. 6d. for each member.

The substance of the very interesting Report on Foreign Missions we gave in a for-
uter number.

The numnber of Students attending the Divinity Hall was reported to he 208. Dur-
ing the year 382 volumes had heen purchased for the Library, and 30 had been preseni-
ed. The Committee on Ministers’ Libravies reported that there are now 107 such Li-
braries in existence containg 1391 volumes. Tt was agreed that Studeats attending
Qwens’ College, Manchester, or New College, St. John's Wood, London, should be
placed on the same footing with those attending the Universities of Scotland.

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES.

VAUGHAN. Rev. John Jennings, on the 28th of May.
It is a handsome frame building, having
The new U. P. Church here was opened | accommodation for 230 persons.
on Sabbath, 18th June, by the Rev. D.
Coutts, of Chinguacon:y, and the Rev.

H. Gordon, of Garano jue, moderator of

ST. MARY'S AND DOWNIE.

the Synod of the Presvyterian Church of
Canada. The services were appropri-
ate and excellent, and the andiences large
and attentive,  Within twelve months,
the congregation have built a very com-
modious church and manse, and we hope
will soon have a statel pastor settied
amongst them.

PICKERING.

The Church just erected by the U. P.
econgregation here, was opened by the

The U. P. congregation of these places,
have lately presented their pastor, the
Rev. Mr. Cavan, with a horse, saddle, and
bridle, as an expression of their gratitude
and esteem.

8T. GEORGE.

The U. P. congregation here, have
given & unanimous call to Mr. W. G.
Young, formerly called to Newton and
Newcastle.
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HIDBERT AND FLAT CREEE.

The U. P. congregation of these places,
have unanimously called Mr. J. G. Car-
ruthers to be their pastor. e has also
been invited to accept of a location for
sowe time in Euphrasia.

DUNDAS.

The U. P Congregation here, have pro-
sented their Pastor, the Rev. Thomas
Christie, with a purse of £23, anda num-
ber of valuable boohs.

THOROLD..

The U. P. Congregation here, hare called
the Rev. W. Dicksun late of Albion and
Veughan.

DARLINGTON.

The U. P. Congregation here, have re-
called their lute Pastor, the Rev Aleaan-
der Kenunedy.

DEMISESIONS.

The Rev. P. D. Muir, of Huntingdon,
and the Rev. J. McClure, of St. Cath-
crines, have resigned their pastoral
charges, and have both been appointed
grammar schoul teachers.—We regret ex-
ceedingly that in our last we contiibuted
to the cirenlation of a false report that
the Rev. Walter Scott had resigned his
charge of the U. 1. congregation of La
Chute. The only apology we can ofter
13, that we saw the statement in another
denominationsl journal,

U. P. SYNOD.

The Synod met at Iamilten on the
evening of Gth June. After the usual
preliminary  services, the Rev. James
Dick was chosen moderitor, and ordinary
voutine business was transacted. The
Synod next day, after devotional exer-
cises, resolved itself into & committee of
the whole louse, which held several sit-
wings, and terminated with a recommen-
dation {hat the ministers of the Church
should, on the 1st Sabibath of July, preach
on Family Worship, and on_the 2nd Sab-
bath, should preach on the Religious Ed-
ucation of the young.

The Presbytery of Flamboro' presented
an overture in favor of some method be-
ing adopted by the Synod for procuring
an increase of the stipends of ministers,
The Synod unanimously approved of the

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES.

| objeet, and appeinted 8 committeeve pre-
| pare an address to congregations on.the
subject.

The Synod then took up some Overtures
and Petitions frow the Preshytery ot
Brant, the Session of Pugis, and the Coy-
gregations of Ilamilton, Bethel, Englisn
Settlement, Norrisville and Bayfield, in
fuvor of union with the Preshyterizn
Church of Canada; and appointed i
conamittee on: the subject, who presented «
series of Resolutions, which were unuui-
nmously adopted, and will be found, on
another page. A comwittee ulso wasap-
puinted to confer wiih any commitiee
that might be appointed by the Synod o
the other Church. The whole of the dis-
cussion on this subject was of the moss
cordinl and amicable description, awd
breathed a fine brotherly fecling toward,
the Presbyterian Church of Canada, as
well as towards the other evangelical de-
sominations in the Provinee.

Lr. Taylor of Moutreal reiurned thanks
from the committee of the Frouch Cauna-
dian Missionary Society, for the aid af-
forded by the U. P. Church. The Synod
recommended that collections should *Le
made in all the congregations for the
raission.

Respecting ministers acting as superin-
tendents of schools, the Synod resolved.
that while it was generally not desirable
that miusters should have any vther tha,
strictly professional  engagewents, the
matter should be left to Presbyterics to
judge of cach individual case as it might
oceur.

The Report of the 1lowme Committee on
Missions was read, and the Cotumittee re-
appointed. Addresses on missions were
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Duff, and Rev.
Dr. John Taylor, as formerly appointed:
the Rev. Dr. William Taylor and Rer.
Mr. Cavan were appointed to deliver ad-
dresses at next Synod.  The Treasurcrs
also submitted their accounts and received
the thanks of the Synod.

A Committee for the distcibution of
Preachers was appointed, the Rev. Mr.
Dick, Richmond Hill, convener.

The Rev. W M. Livingston, formerly ot
Musselbergh,  Scotland, laid  satisfac-
tory certificates befure the Synod, and
was'unanimously accepted to be employed
as a preacher in Canada. Some per-
sonal cases were also disposed of. It
was appointed that the next meeting
shall be held in Toronto, on the first
Tuesday of June, 1855, at half-past 7 D
'I}I. The Synod closed on Friday, 10th

une.
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1%&1(9&5 of Ijools.

Tme Lire or Huoen Ievee, D. D., ny mis Sov-rs~Law, Hamrwron M.
Macaivn, Minister of the United Preshyterion Church, Montrose
Street, Glasgow, Second Edition. Iost Svo, pp 590. Edinburgh :
Johnston & Hunter, 1852%

The age in which we live is prolific in valuable productions on all the
branches of science and literature.  In particular, the biographical publica-
tions of the day are numerous, and many ©of them are deeply interesting.
Bat as it is impossible for any one individeal to become acquainted with all,
even in this Department, that tcems from the Press, it is of vast importance
to bring under review such prominent Waorks as are best fitted for general
use 5 and especially, should those memeoirs of Christian worth and enterprise
be pointed out and recommended which preseat the most excellent models,
or afford the most salutary instructions i practical Christianity.

Amidstthe multitade of biographical publications those of the faithful
Ministers of the Gospel fermt & valuabde class; and especially where great
attainments were realized. and much advantaze secured, both to the Church
and to the world. Relating as they do to individuals who shone wbot
onily in the circle of their more immediate connexions, but who, from great
publicity of character, and the employment of their high endowments for
the benefit of mankind, made their sentinents and their efforts to be recog-
nised, in their extensive and acknowledged bearings on the public good :
and such individuals sheuld not be considered as the property of any par-
tieular Church or matien, but should be regarded as having been signal
agents of good for the interests of Christianity at large, and should be con-
templated as having been citizens of the world. :

The great reformers are considered the property of ne nation, and of no
particular denomination. John Krax, for instance, was 2 Scotchman, and
under (God a great ageut in the Reformation from Popery. But every Christian
Chureh, where evangelical doctrive is maintainel, and every nation where
pure religion is practised, is entitkad to claim 1im as its own. The same
may be said of many others, both of more remete, and of later times.

Among the meweorials of talented, pious and accomplished ministers
who have recently finishod their labours in this wordd, and gone to their
reward in heaven, and wlich may be read with profit and delight, we have
selected as a specimen that work the title of which is prefixed to our present

*Far the following Review we are indebted to a very able Contributor, who had spe-
<ial apportunities of knowing Dr. Heugh, and will do ample justice to the work in Land,
We cannot refrain, however, from saying, for ourselves, that that Work is one of a few
recently published whick reflect the very greatest henorr on our Church; and which for
for thas reason, as well as for the far higher one, thatthey are eminently fitted to promote
the canse of pure and undefiled Religion, we are an<ious to see extensively circulated
‘One may well pity the minister or member of our own, or of any other Church who,
canread the Life of Heugh withont great pleasure or profit.  Mr. Macgill had a noble
subject, and he has done vast eredit to himself by the manner in which he has treated
it. It would be absurd to say maleriem superat opus, butitis net extravagant o ef
&cm that the setting i3 worthy of the jewel,
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notices, as well entitled to be among the highest in public estimation. It is
the life of one whose labours of love were extraordiuary, both for multitude
and for efliciency,—whose whole character and career were marked by fea-
tures the most attractive, benevolent, and energetic, and whose memory wiil
be cherished with affectionate veneiation, not only in the wide circle in
which he moved, but wherever his singular worth and usefulness are
known and duly appreciated.

In 1850 there were published two Jarge octavo volumes—one containing
the Life and the other a seleetion from the Discourses of the late Dr. Ileugh,
compiled by his Son-in-law, the amiable and accomplishied Rev. II. M.
McGill.  The work now before us is a second edition of the Life, published
separately in a handsome volume of smaller size, of moderate price, and
carefully revised Ly the author

Of this work it has been said, by persons well qualified to judee, that it
is full of interest, and is perhaps the most truly valuable biographical vo-
lume that has been published since Orton’s life of Doddridge,—being a most
luminous, and delightful memoir of one of the worthiest of men. 1t has
been said to be o inestimable value to ministers of the gospel, and veplete
with instruction for private christians. The fulness of its details, the taste-
fulness of its execution, and the interest of its correspondence, have been
said to be such that it is entitled to be placed by the side of the invaluable
memoirs of Dr. Chalmers.

Referring to the remoter ancestors of Dr. Ilengh, several of whom were
mnisters of the Church of Scotland, the Liographer carries us back to a pe-
riod at which that National Church was in a state of alarming corruption,—
when few of its ministers preached the gospel, aund when the great causes
werein vigorous operation which gave rise to the Secession Church at an
early period of the eighteenth century.

Mr. John Heugh his grandfather, born in the year of the Revolution, was
settled minister of the Parish of Kingoldrum, in Angus-shire, in 1714, The
accoufit' given of his life and Iabours, in these memoirs, throws much light on
the state of religion in Seotland, particularly in that part of the country, at
this period; 'We quote the following :—

“To render more intelligible the Lrief narrative that rollows, of the life
and labours of Mr. Jolin Heugh, as well as to aid the reader in apprehend-
ing the position of his son and grandson as Sceeders, it may be here obsery-
ad, that, in the earlier period of the past century, the Church of Scotland
was'passing through a very important period of her history. The persecu-
tions"whith preceded the Revolution had silenced and seattered the faithful
witnesses who occupied her pulpits during the latter days of the Covenant.
Not only had some of them fallen uuder the hands of a tyranny, as truly
‘Popish as it was Prelatic, but in the course of nature many of them had
been removed by the hand of death ; so that, when the church received, the
benefit of the Revolution settlement, there were but sixty of the old
Presbyterian ministers, who had been ejected at the Restoration, who were
alive,” In the year of Mr. Heugh’s ordinativi,—a quarter of a century
after the Revolution—only two of them survived. During this interval of
twenty-five years, when this interesting remnant of the olden time were
thus disappearing, there were introdunced inte the vacant pulpits of Scot-
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land hundreds of Prelatic conformists to Presbytery, belongingto a class
who yielded to circumstances rather than principle in becoming the minis-
ters of a Presbyterian establishment. They are described by an Xnglish
bishop of the highest authority, as ¢ generally mean and despicable in all
respects’ as the worst preachers he had ever heard ; ¢ ignorant to a reproach;’
many of them being *openly vicious’ ¢a disgrace to their orders, and the
saared functions’ the dregs and refuse of the Northern parts” Thus during
the interval reforred to, many a, ‘root of bitterness’ was plauted in the
chureh, which ere long sprung up and fillea the land with troubles.”

In that part of the country where Mr. John Heugh was settled, Episcopa-
ey rtetained its ascendency. It was after much hesitation that he agreed to
enter on this eharge. “On the day fixed for his ordination, no admission
could be obtained into the church,—one of those edifices, which, constructed
before the Reformation, had been suecessively devoted to Popish, Presbyte-
tian, and Episcopal worship. The Episcopalians were resolved in the pre-
sent instance, to yield possession only to force. As appears from the min-
utes of Dresbytery, the person in charge of the keys had absconded him-
self,and the ordination took place in the church-yard. On the Sabbath
after he was ordained, admission to the church was still denied ; but under
the direction of the Presbytery® a warrant was obtained to force the doors,
which was done accordingly, and in the minute narrative of the Presbyte-
rial record, we are informed that ¢ new locks were put thereon.’”

The Episcopal party occasioned much annoyance to Mr. Heugh at the
commencement of his ministry ; but he soon produced an entire revolution
of sentiment in that quarter. “ Acting on the apostolic maxim, that * the
servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to
teach, patient, in meekuness instructing those that oppose themselves,’ be
gained a hearing without exciting irritation. By the great body of his par-
ishoners, he was for some time much more seen than heard. Having few
to preach toin the parish church, he might be seen lingering near the en-
trrnce of the Episcopal meeting-house, ready to ¢ warn every man, and teach
every man,’ willing to hear him.?

“On one oceasion, not long after his settlement, the Episcopal clergyman
was not present to officiate, Mr. Ieugh improved the opportunity by
preaching to his adherents in the open air. The effects of the service were
not soon forgotten. From thatday he could counton a larger audience, and
ere long, by the attractions of the pure gospel,—spoken in forcible, senten-
tious, and plain language,—in contrast with a cold and negative theology,
the Episcopalian audience soon all but emptied itself into the parish church.
The minister, who had in this manner gathered the fluck, earnestly set him-
self to feed them ; and he did so with a siccess which made his name pass
down as a venerated household word, among the most godly of the parish-
ioners during a period of near a century, embracing the incumbencies or five
succassors.” ‘ o

This worthy minister died on the 23rd of December, 1731, immediately
before the crisis of the origin of the Secession, The youngest of his six
children, born only a few months before his father’s death, was afterwards
the Rev. John Heugh, minister of the Associate (Anti-burgher) Congrega-



196 REVIEWS OF BGOKS.

tion of Stirling. 1Te was settled there in 1752, a few years after the breach
in the Associ».e Synod. He is reported to have been 2 man of vigorous
mind, extensive learning, and singular worth: and speaking from personal
observation, we can remember his venerable appearance, and his dignity of
character and conversation when borne down by infirmity, and when, liks
ageéd Sinreon he waited for the consolation of Isracl.

The Biographical work before us, after giving an account of Dr. Tlengh's
ancestors, and their co-lateral relatives, proceeds to notice his own education.
and early associates and friends,~—his ministerial carcer,—consisting of de-
versified labours, and touching on all the great public eventsof his day, and,
in particular, those in which he was himself an active and successful agent,
We cannot do justice to tnis work without entering more fully into its rich
materials than can be done at once; and therefore we shall divide what we
proposed to brine forward into two or three parts,

Dr. Heugh was born in Stirling, Scotland, on the 12th of August 1782.
In ais boyhood ard youth he presented the same prominent teatures of
caaracter which distinguished him ever afterwards,—such as diligent apph-
cation, ardent friendsluip, sprightl; humour, pleasing urbanity, honourable
principle, genuine piety. The following quotation from the work will suf-
fice as an illustration ;— ’

“ At a very early age, he scems to have come undet the power of reli-
gious principle. At what precise time he underwent the great religious
change, is probably known only to the divine Searcher of hearts; yet there
can be no doubt, L{mt. like his father and his grandfather, he was the sub-
ject of early piety. Ilis daily habit of perusing the Seriptures, and his re-
verence for themn,—a sentiment, as the reader will find, which grew with
the expansion of his character—seem to have been coeval with his power to
read; and lre was wount to say, that he never recollected the time when it
was not his desirc and design to devote himself to the ministry. Al ac-
counts agree in representing him as a boy remarkable for his openness, vi-
vacity and spirit; wnweariedly fond of fan ; entering with high relish into
innocent boyish tricks, and good at a practical joke; though never allowing
his propeusity to mirth to carry him into mischief. e was, indeed, a uni-
versal favourite among his school-fellows, all the better liked among them
for his frankness and exuberant playfulness; andhe was a chosen ‘leader in
theirsports’ At he age of ten, he entered"the classes of the Stirling Gram-
mar Schaol, and passed with some eclat through the five vears’ course of
classical tuition conducted by Or. Doig, justly designated the most learned
of Scottish schoolmasters in modern times.

“ e had then a dignity wnd manliness of appearance, far remote from
pride; he was always at the head of his class; and he displayed a lively
sedateness of conduct, which gained him the esteem and the respect of the
whole school, and in the yout?:., he showed those symptoms of manly excel-
lence. which were evidently prophetic of his future eminence and useful-

nass.”

He studied at the University "of Edinburgh; and there he gained the
admiration of all his instructors and friends.
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Yiec commenced the study of Theology in 1799, under the Rev. Dtofessor
Bruce of Whitburn,—“ a man distinguished for the variety and extent of
his theological and literary acquirements, and for his zealous attachment to
civil liberty, as well as for his personal piety, and retired habits, and his kind,
though somewhat distaut and stately, deportment to his pupils,”

“ At the Hall he was held in high esteem for his scholarship, diligence in
study, and attractive manners. While a Student of Divinity, he already
begun to discover that Catholicity of disposition, which in after life formed
oue of theleading traits of his character. At a time when any thing like
intimate intercourse between the two bodies of Seceders was comparatively
rare, he cultivated the acquaintance of the Rev. Mr. Smart, minister of the
Seceding Congregation from which that of his father had seperateed, and
wlho lived on tlre most friendly terms with Mr. Ileugh-

“ There were still some earlier occasions than the one here mentioned, in
which he had found opportunities of enjoying the luxury of this catholic spi-
7it, which was more congenial to his own inclinations, than to the habits of
that section of the church to which he belonged. In Edinbureh he had
occasioually experienced, with the greatest gratification, the hospitable kind-
ness of his father'sirtimate friend, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan of the Canongate
church—a man of large-hearted and christinn catholicity : and even in his
own mnative Stirling, he had so far succeeded in overcoming sectarian obstw
cles as to assemble, in his futher’s session house, a few youthful companions
of different religious denominations, who formed themselves into a society,
for prayer and mutual improvement.

Mr. Heugh was Jicensed by the General Associate Preshytery of Stirling
ou the 22ud of February 1804. «His first discourse was preached in the
pulpit of his friend the Rev. James Muckersie of Alloa, with much freedom
and distinetness, though with little animation, and with a degree of bashful
timidity which a little experience enabled him to lay aside™  1le received
severai ealls, of which the one from Stirling tode calleague to his venerable
father was preferred by the Synod: and on the 14th Angust 1806, his or-
dination took place, The following may be quoted from his Qiary :—

# August 18th. Felt my mind much impressed in prospect of ordination
though perbaps not in a degree at all equal to what it ought to have been
In the time of it, it was impossible not to be very deeply moved. Felt then
a variety of exercise. My mind sometimes wandering—sometimes terrified
with the prospect—at other times pressed with the idea of the contrast
which my situation before God presented to the account given of the duty
and character of 2 minister in the sermon and exhortations. Attained,
however, I thought. at times likewise, to exercise in some degree comforta-
ble. Feel now impressed with the importance of my situation, with the
necessity of making it the object of my snpreme attention, and of cultivat-
ing in my heart atfection for my people.”

“# My plan for general study cannot for some time be so regularly arranged,
and acted upon ; and this is the part of my labours which Tmay perhaps with
most propriety for the meantime defer arranging.  But the state of religion
in my heart, ought not for a moment be neglected : and the state of matters
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in the congregation, should likewise forthwith and heneceforward be matter
of my particular thought. Geod only knows how long my time of labouring
among them may last. They are evidently, by no means, in a flourishing
state with respect to religion ; and for my labours among them, T must give
account to God,  Observation also, may be noted, respecting my own con-
duct, and that of others. O to be enabled so to act habitnally, that God
:inay be gloritied by me, and that I may grow in grace and true wis-

om.”

Mr. Heugh continued in Stirling fifteen years. ITe was universally re-
spected,—considered an ornament to his native town, and his congregation
was remarkably prosperous. During his continuance in Stitling, some of
the great public questions, in which he afterwards took a prominent and
leading part, such as the Anti-Slavery question,—the Apocryphal question,
the Voluntary question, the Disruption, &e. &e., were not before the public,
‘There were, however, other public causes in which he took a lead, and was
an instrument of much good,—.uch as the cause of missions, the British and
Foreign Bille Society, and  the union of the iwo great Lranches of the Se-
cession.

But we shall postpone our account of his ministerial career in Stirling
for the present ; reserving it as the subject of a future communication.
N (To be continned.)

PracticaL aAxp Parvocnial SerMoxs, By THE Rev. Crartes Braprer,
Vicar of Glassbury, Brecknockshire ; and Minister of St. James® Chagpel,
Claphan, Surrey.  Four Volumes of the English Edition in one Svo.,
PP- 520. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1853.

These Sermons have met with a remarkably favorable reception from, we
may sav, all evangelical denominations at home ; and have of course, been
very extensively circulated.  Waiving the question of copyright, we aresin-
cerely glad that the respectable edition of them, now on our table, has ap-
peared in America.  They have no pretensions to be eritical, profound, or-
iginal, or even particularly striking.  But they have been genérally allowed
20 possess some very great excellencies, by the happy combination of which,
it has been allegesd, few other sermons are equally distinguished.  First, they
are thoroughly orthodox and evangelical.  Secondly, they are conceived in
2 fine, earnest, benevolent, and devout spirit.  Thirdly, they are character-
ized by a'simplicity which adapts them as food for babes. Aud fourthly,
there is around them an unmistakable air of elegance and refinement, which
¥hile it is pleasing to all, at least to all the unsophisticated, gives them a8
charmn for readers of taste and accomplishment.  In the Dedication of them
to the Bishap of Lichficld and Coventry, the Author says :—

* “Appointed the minister of a country parish, it has been my wish, as well
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as my duty, to break through trains of thought and modes of expression,
which a long residence in a somewhat different situation had made familiar
to me, and to adapt my language and ideas to the congregation of a village
church. If [ have not succeeded in attaining these objects, my failure has
not been the result of indifference, or of a shrinking from effort. Ihave not
delivered to my parishioners sermons which have cost me nothing ; not am
I conscious of having had any other end in view in the composition of them,
than that of expressing the weighty truths they contain, with plainness aud
foree.”

With the Puseyism and Semi-Popery which,to the scandal of the Church
of England, have become so rampant in it of late, he has no.symyathy.
The following is from a Sermon on the Perfection of Christ’s Atonement,
preached on Good Friday, from ebrews, x, 12, 13, 14,

“On reviewing what has been now said, the first thing which occurs to
ug, is the strange reception which the great truth taught us in this text,
meets with in our world. Look at the great mass of nominal Christians—
were we to say that they are all as oue man at war against it, we shouid
hardly be overstating the fact. What is popery but one great effort to cor-
rupt, smother, and conceal it 2 Its masses, its penances, its mediators, its
purgatory, almost everything that is peculiar to it, strikes directly at the all-
sufliciency of the Redeemer’s sacrifice.  No man canbe a consistent follow-
er of that wretched faith, but he must at every turn put under his feet this
glorious truth ; he must either altogether reject or altogether forget it. I
scarcely dare speak of the opposition now rising up within our own Church
toit. Tt is painful, deeply painful; were it not so daring and fearful, it would
bepitiable. A chur.h such as ours, so blessed, so fuvored- above all others,
to be the church above all others in Protestant Iands to deny the perfection
of its great Saviours sufferings, and to talk about the sacrifice of sacraments,
and the atoning power of ahns-givings, and fastings, and penitence, andgour
poor, miserable works ! May the Lord pardon us in this thing, and speed-
ily avert from us the sin and danger of it!  But the evil lies deep in our
nature, brethren.  We are all naturally opposed to the free and full salva-
tion of Jesus Christ. Tt is not ouly something high beyond our expecta-
tions, itis something humbling beyond what we cpnceive to be our condi-
tion and deserts.  While it tells us we have nothing to do in order to have
our sins remitted, but 1o take thefull remission Christ has purchased, it tells
us as plainly that we can do nothing, that the guilt of onr sins is too heinous
and enormous for us to remove the smallest part of it ; and this we cannot
bear ; we look favorably on, tolerate, perhaps elbrace, any system, no mat-
ter how unscriptural, absurd, or heathenish, which represents sin as a less
ovil than the gospel makes it, and ourselves as less criminal and fallen.”

As an additional specimen, taken almost at random, we may give the con-
clusion of a Sermon on the words of Jesus to Mary, **She hath done what
she could, &c.” Mark, xiv, §, 9.

“Aund now, turning from Mary and her conduct, Tet us all think of our-

selves and our conduct.  What have we done for Christ 2 done from grateful
love to him, from a desire to honor him? Some of us feel that we-could



200 REVIEWS OF DBOOXKS.

scarcely ask ourselves a more humbling question.  But there may be others
who can ask it, and yet not be in the least humbled by it. They have done
their best, they say ; not all they ought, perhaps, but, like Mary, all they
could.  And they really believe this, and are willing to stake the salvation
of their souls on it, their everlasting destiny. This is fearful ground, breth-
ren, for creatures like you and me totake. It will as surely sink beneath
you as you plant a foot on it.  * We have done all we could,” you say. O
10, beloved brethren : not you, vor any one of all the millions of mankind.
What! have you never lost a single opportunity of honouring Christ, which
you might have embraced ¢ never withheld {rom him a single offering of
service which you might have rendered him? never dishonored him by any
one folly or sin from which you could have kept yourselves free 3 You feel
at ouce that these are assertions you dare not make, and yet “We hav e done
all we could” is in effect saying the same. Mary zever would have sadd any
thing like this of herselt. Youmay appeal to the text and say, “But her Lord
said it, of her.” Ie said it indeed, but not of her whole life; he is speaking
only of one extraordinary actof it The probability is, that those amongst
us, who use this language, have rever yet really dore anything at all for
Christ ; that were they asked at this momert what sacrafice they have ever
made for him, what self-dental practiced, what painful cross carried, what la-
bor of love performed, they would besilent, they could tell us of none. We
are miserable sirners, brethren, and till we have discovered our miserv and
sin, and fled to Christ for deliverance as none but those who feel themselves
perishing ever do flee to him, we want the spring within us, that will impel
usto live to him. And what is this ? Tt is a fervent love to him, arising
-out of a perception, a grateful fecling, of the immense things he has done
forus. “ We love him because he first Joved us"—there is the secret of
Christian obedience, Christian self-denial, Christian devotedness. We must
1ake Christ as our souls’ Saviour, we must teust and hope in him as our Sa-
\'iot’u‘ ; then shall we begin to love him, to act for his glory, and live to his
praise.

As for you, brethren, who have learned and felt this, I woul earnestly
pray that what you have heard to-day may make you feel it again. To be
reminded of what we ought to do for Christ and might kave done, must
send us to him as our Redeemerand Saviour, must cause ws to feel anew that
we have no other hope than his precious blood.  Our short-comings, the
things we have left undone, we feel are enough to condemn us.  Pardoning
love, asense of it—it is well to have that renewed ; it is that which puts our
minds in a frame to bethankful for every blessing, which lays us low in self-
abasement one momneat before our Lord, and then the next mement constrains
us to get up and say, “Now for work ; now for duty ; now, if need be, for
snffering ; now for arything that will show our love for our Redeemer, that
will bring honer to our glorious Master in this evil world

We have great pleasure in recommending these Sermons. Had we ac-
cess to Episcopalians, we should especially bespeak their attention fo so ad-
mirable productions of an excellent minister of their own communion. Sure
we are that the educated snd pious portion of them will not readily find
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more suitable family reading for the Lord’s Day. Mr. Bradley has another
collection of Sermons entitled Sacramental. They seem to us to-be of a stil}
higher order; and wo should be glad to sce them also issued on this side of
the Atlautic—provided always that justice be doneto Authur aud Publisher
at home, ‘

UNION AMOXNG PRESBYTERIANS IN SCOTLAND.

This subject has been mooted in more formsthan one during the last few weeks., e
do not propose to discuss the question, but simply to notice the facts.  1u the fipss
place, Sir George Sinelair bas published a pamphlet, which hag for jts object ro encour-
sge proposals for union among the non-endowed bodies e~peeiully the United P rashyter-
ian and Free Church,  On the other hand, symptoms have appeared of a desire to see
the breach healed between the Establised Churck and the Free.  The Rev. William
Sorley, of the Free Charch at Selkirs, has written a letter to the Premior on the “Great
Scottish Grievance,” the injustice done by the Government to the Free Church. The
Chaurch of Scotlan « Magazine and Raview for May containsan article in which the idea
ot re-nnion is favorably entertuined. And in the recent meetings of the Established
General Assembly, the Rev. Norman McLeod of &lasgow has expressed himself, more
than once, in very strong and remarkable terms, m favour of a union. It is generally
believed that Lord Aberdeen,who was the chief instrument in producing the Disruption
naw repents very bitterly of his share in the transacsion, and would readily use bis iu:
fluence in heaiing the breach. 1t i3 to be noticed that the parties who have spoken
out on the subject hitherto are but isolated individnals, and that their sentiments can-
not be regarded asany sure indication of the Direction of the current of opinion gener-
ally, in the bodies to whick they belong.—.Vews of the Churches.

[The above, in so far asit relates to a Union between the Establishedand Free
Churches, isdeserving of notice.  Z%he News of tle Churches is published by the great
Free Church Publishers, Johnston & Hunter; and though it is not a deuominational pub.
lication, there is certainly no section of the Church to which it is more favorable than
the Free, nud none with whose affuirs it is beuter acquainted.  Though it speaks catious-
Iy, it does not vindicate, as some here have done, the idea of re-union.  Of this much,
we are satisiied, that suy such re-union would be but partial. Part of the Free Church
will not return ; and thet is the part mose likely to fall in with the proposuls of Siz Geo.
Sinclair. ]

CENSUS RETURXNS OX RELIGIOUS WORSHIP IN SCOTLAND.
The official returns regarding religious worship and education have now been
published, but without the historical explanations of the different denoming-
tions, and without the fulness of detail which characterised the report of Eng-
land and Wales.

So far 2s can be ascertained, there are 3393 piaces of worship, and 1,534,505
sittings ; the proportion of sittings to the population being 63.5 per cent.,
while in England it is 57.0 per cent.  Through unequal distribution, however,
the excess in some districts is counterbalanced by large deficiencies in others.
The number of atlendants on the census Sunday, was,—morning, 943,951 af-
teroon, 619,863 ; evening, 18§,S74; the proportion to the population Leing,—
morning, 82.7 per cent. ; alternoon, 21.5 ; evening, 6.5; while in England the



202 CEN5US RETURNS ON RELIGIOUS WORSHIP IN SCOTLAND.

proportions are 25.9, 17.7, and 17.1, respectively, The average of the three

attendances is precisely the same in both countries, viz, 20.25 per cent.

The following table gives an analysis of the whole returns :—

Total number
of Places of
Worship and

Number of

Atte: dants at Public
Worship on Sabbath

Sittings. March 30, 1851.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS.

e . . g i

2 & | 21 g | 2

3zl £ s | £ ‘g

5.0 pet 5 i 02 g

~El B = | = ]
Totaly covvevenerennnsss.[3395) 1834805 943051! 6198631 188874
Established, «eovvvnrvaeenrnansnsass {l1183] 467088 851454 184192 807638
Reformed Presbyterian, ..coveveneoos] 39 16969 8739) 7460 2180
Original Secession, .. oveeeviaeenaaes. ] 86) 16424 6562 6724 1629
Relief, .oveveernnnns ceretenenneees] 2 1020 220} 250 245
United Presbyterian,,....vceuaeaoo.. | 465 288100; 359191 146411 80810
Free,..... [N ceteesecaensaan.s| 889 455335 292308 10858R ©4811
Bpiseopal o oieiiaieiiinniiiaaiiaaons] 134 40022 26966. 11578 6360
Independents,...ocovevianeennnenaen.| 192 76342 26392 24866 172718
Baplists, coveveernnnoractaaasaees oof 119 26086 9208' 7135 4015
Society of Friends,...coveevencennaaed 17 2162 196" 149
Unitarians, c.cvevesencececnnnannes B 2437 863| 13¢ 8558
Moravis .veveveieieiinnrsacnraaes] 1 200 16 e 65

Wesleyans, ..... T

Original Connexion,, ......ooovian.s| 70 19957 $409 2669 8610
Primitive Methodists,...eovveeneaesf 10 1890 327 404 13
Independent Methodists.o oo vvveeaaad 1 600 190, 150 180
WesleyanReformers ... covivevaaeidd 1 11 1
GlassiteS. .. cvoveenenennnnnnnns [ 1068 429, 554 100
New Church..c..vver cevvevienienaf b 710 211 67 120
Campbellites. . .coovvieiieeieaneeaeedd 1 80 11 bE ees
Evangelical Union,.......ccoevavees] 280 10319 3895 4504 2171
Various ...... Ceecttaonceasecnnsrs s 9 2175 919 99 523
COMMON.Y vivverenrasnsacannonns el 2 360
UDBeCtarian. v oveeeeeaieoonesrnans .- ] 320 200 220
City Mission,..coveeinnaennn R 1365 70 40 686
Christians . .ooeveenenuens PO 1131 411 236 280
Christian Diseiples, ..... cetreerenas T _2d4m 539 530 201
Christian Reformation,...oceeeerveanes 1} & 50 11
Reformed Christians,.....eo0eeeevaas N | BN & 8
Free Christian Brethren,oooovoaa... el 1 6340 180! 261 cees
Primitive Christians,....coovevneenn.. 9 210 5% 4 .eien
Protestants,cecceseeiececernccnannas 4 1210 230 400 935
Reformation ceeasatsersenns 1 250 10 1¢
Roformed Protestannts,. . coseveeaneeens 1 2% 13( P 105
Separatists. .. ... eveaneeen N ! 1
Christian Chartists, ..... PPN cens ] 220 10C 80 ceen
Denomination not stated, v.oeeveneeess 6 495 cees 70 31¢
Roman Catholics,.eeieveereasanaranas 11% 5266| 4387¢  21032] 14818
Catholic and Apostolic Ch..oveenal... 3 615 272 126 190
I. D. Saints or Mornions,e..eeeveena..l 20 7182 1304 1225 878
JEWE, e eesnncsosssasaancsnssossnnns 1 68 o8 7
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Or taking the principal denominations, we have :—

Number Number of
of Places of Atterdarts at Publie
Worship Worship on Sabbath
and sittings. March 80, 1851.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS.
o . g .
sl & | 2| 8| 8
¥ E B e P ‘a
o R - [
RS- S & =
=&l @ = - =

Established Cburch,...ocovuiiiaennen. 767088| 351454 184192 30763
Free Church,vivivininiianennnns. 495335 292308] 198583 64811
U P.Churchyieveiavieeacciaaeaaenad| 465 288100F 159191 146411 30810
Other Churches,veve.veesvieiaecaaaa.| 858 2842821 140998 90677 62490

—
[« - Rod
w w0
0 ¢

Total,.evseeiannennens..[3393] 1834806{ 0439511 619863( 188874

Since the date of the census, about one-half of the * Original Secession”
have joined the Free Church, adding probably 8000 sittings to the accommo-
dation, and from 8000 to 4000 to the attendants, in the latter.

Tt is to be remarked, however, that from very many congregationsreturns were
not received; and that an average attendance had to be struck, and allowed to
non-return congregations, in making up the above returns. According to
a statement of Lord Elcho in the House of Commons, the returns, as actually
received, stand thus,—the largest attendance at Established Church, 288,757 ;
at Free Church, 255,482 ; United Presbyterian, 143,443,

The population of Scotland being 2,888,742, itis plain that a very large num-
ber of the people are non-church-going.

To secure more perfect accuracy on future occasions, and render the returns
valuable, not merely as approximations but realities, two things occur to us
as indispensable :—1st, That the filling up of schedules be made compulsory ;
and 2nd, That the attendance be stated not for one Sunday only, which may
be affected by weather and other causes, but for two or three,—the average
of tho whole being taken to express the ordinary church attendance of the
whole country.—News of the Church.

[To the above suggestions for sccuring accuracy we beg to add a third to
which we attach great importance, viz : that the attendance be not estimated,
but actually counted by competent, reliable persons.  When the Religious In-
struction Commission was conducting its inquiries in Scotland, attendance wag,
in many cases, reported, both as estimated and as counted, by different per-
sons of course, and the difference, in not a few instances, was marvellous, nat to
10 say scandalous.]
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCTATION—THE LORD-ADVOCATES"
BILL FFOR SCOTLAND.

A mecting of the Committee of this Association was held on Monday, at
which the following resolutions were pussed ;—1st, That this Committee view
with wuchregret the rejection of the Turd Advocate’s Yducation Bill for Scot-
laud, on the wmotivn for the secund ruading, especially as they have reason to be-
lieve that it was the jutention of Government to mahe in Comittee sume cmi-
nently satisfactury altuiations on those features of the weasure which failed to
1neet the approbation of the Associativn—sudk as popularizing “he constitution
of the General Buard, anwending the clauses rdative to the 1canoval of school-
masters, aud increasing their retiving allowances, modifying the 27th cluuse, and
deleting the objectivnable purt of the S6th—altuations which would Lave
brought the bill more into accordance with the vicws of the Associativn.  2nd,
That this Committec 1ecosd thiir mateful sense of the obligations conferred by
Government vn the country by their endeavours to introduce into Scotland
system of national (ducation, and they espucially cousider the Lord-Advocate
entitled to the warmest thanlks of the colnmunity £or the eminent services he has
rendered on this occasivn,  2d. That, jovking tu the immense impeor tance of the
object, and the decided expression of epinion of two-thitds of the representatives
of Scotland in favour of the meastie, this Commitiee trust that Government
will not Le discouraged by theloss of the Lill by a small majority, but that on
as early an occasion as the furms of Pailiament will permit they will again in.
troduce a bill for a national and unscctarian systemn of Education for Scotlan

[The Bill was lost by a majority of 9. It is understood that Government intend to
bring in another Bill next session, as they Lave o Bill at present in progress for waintair =
ing the salaries of Parochial Schuolmasters at thelr present rate only till November, 1855,
Xt will be well if our public mea Lave learned tuat a secteriau systeru of education i3

tmpossible in Scotlend. ]

DISTR:BULION OF PROBATIONERS FROM JULY TO SEPT. 1854.

PROBATIONERS. JGLY, 5 SABBATHS {AUG, 4 SABBATHS [\EPT., 4 SABBATHS.

The Rev. J. G. Carruthers,.|012, T 84, L 6JL12,F34. V1934,

« < Archd. Cross,.... 018, F345 |W1i123a4 31¢ L 38 4.
¢ Robers Dewar,...|F 12, D34 8. T19 F 34 41234

¢ Williame Dickson,.jD 1, F 28 4 5. B1 L 234, £123, T4.
¢ g, Fayette,. ... L1, W28 45, W12 T34, [D1234.

v ¢t Alex. Kennedy,..|W123,T45 (D123 4. 01238 W4
‘¢ Robert Monteath,|T1,D 284, T6. (P12 3 4. 71284

“ ¢ Joseph Scott,....[L12 8, F45. |T123, D4 J12 CE 384
“ ¢ W.C. Young,.... W1, Fe3L45|L1, B2 D34|l128 ra

“ ¢ AW, Waddel,. |CE1LD T34, F5[F 12, Wa4. (V128 F4
« « M, Liviogston, :.[W 12345  (W1283 T4 |01 Deosa

JAMES DICE, C. C.
N, B.—The scveral Presbytcries are indicated by their initial, capital letters.



