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A DISCOULSE ON THE NEW YEaZ.
WRITTEN FOR THR RECORD.
** Exaniine yourselves.” 11 Cor. 13—3.

Another year has been laid up among the
dusty records of the past. Apother sheaf in
the shook of time has heen garnered in the
great store-house of cternity.  Another page
in the book of life has been turned over and
sealed up till the final day.  We have advane-
cd ane step further towards the narrow house.
The years appointed to man on carti are not
many ; we can count one less; and as it re-
cedes into the dim and irrecoverable past,
sball we not turn and bid it 2 mournfui adicu,
and while the memory of it is still fresh, bal-
ance the account between our souls and this
morsel of past but precious time? If we
have neglected opportunities, it may humble
us into sincere repentance, and also rouse us
w0 2 lofty resolution of a life of practical
godliness for the future. If we have mis-
spent them Ly giving our time and habits to
things which perish with the using, to world-
ly ambition to unworthy craving after distine-
tion or wealth or power.

I1f we have misused them to our own or
our neighbor’s hurt, by works of darkness
and of vice—by the envious word or the
malicious deed—if we have trifled them away

Vor. VII.—No 1.

Pags
Report of Missionary Labors, - - 10
Correspondence, - - - - - - 19
Mecting of the Preshytery of Picton, 1t
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' in thoughtless or listiess idleness, now i« the

time to call up these witnesses hefore the bar
i of our consciences and let them speak out
the whole truth, and bring home to our hearts
uot only the history of this fragment of our
lives, but teach the lesson while memory ia
clear, while the feelings are fresh, and the
immortal soul is tremblingly alive to its im-
portance and its weight.

Ist. Have we neglected opportunities 2
God has given us Iiis word—huas it been our
daily councillor, our hope and staff? Have
we each day with prayerful hearts, studied
the sacred page-—or has it been practically a
sealed bouk, lying neglected upon our table,
or thrust out of sight i a corner, untouched,
unthought cf, while the dust gathered over it,
in the same proportion as the dross of the
world has been accumulating around our
hearts, shutting out and pushing aside the
precious things of life. Alas?! which of us
can put his hand on his heart and say to his
heavenly master * Lord, alt that thou hast en-
joined me I have done; I have treasured wp
thy precepts by day, I have thought of them
by night. Thy nonor has been all my care,
thy love and friendship my highest ambition.”
No man of woman horn, perhaps, with truth,
can say 0. With the best of usitis buta
great question of degree, and to-day as we
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stand on the threshold of another year, that ; day, if the weather is fine you may be seen
question  is indeed of paramount importance, | in your sofi and luxurious pew, in the 1 ouse
Have you or I, my friend, graduated with | of God, hearing with decent apathy the great
honors, have we stood the test in the trying | truths of eternity.  But the preacher or his
oedeal of self-examination?  What have'you | principles have been little in your thoughts,

heen doing, where is your work, of what
manner is it, and Low has it been done? I3
it of the earth, enrthly, fruil and perishable,
vr have you been drawing wisdom-from the
well of salvation?  How varied, and alas!
bow unsatisfactory must be many of the an-
swers!  Remember we are giving in our ac-
count of the year's stewardship, and the Mas-
ter’s eye is upon us; He seesinto our hearts,
nnd our thoushts are to Him clear as sun-
Leams, As He examines them, how few
countenances are lighted up with satisfaction,

fewer »till beam with happiness, and upon
scarcely one do yon see that buoyant and

wcager enthusiasm o render an account of a
well spent year,

Among the crowd there stands a young
man, conspicuous for his exuberance of health !

und wanly beauty.  Everv lineament of his
ccuntenance  betokens vigor of mind and

strength of body.  What account have you

to give, my friend 2

1 have been laying up for myself treasures
on earth, I have been toiling to add  heap, to
Leap. 1 have made many commercial ven-
tures, and all succesafully. 1 have been stu-
dying price-lists, I have been deep in the
wysteries of shares and forsign markets; 1
have taken little rest, aud not much recrea-
tion. My time, my thought, my cnergies,
nave been given 1o mammon. I have tried
o jay the foundation of a great fortune, and
tize superstructure is now nsing—I am alrea-
<y almost an authority on change ; my name
stands high in commercial circles; men of
capital and standing give me their friendship
and confidence—I am invited to the houses
of the rich and fashionable. Fortune has
smiled and stiii smiles upon me, and men of
tie worid gutier round and congratulate me.

So far you have told the truth.  You have
irt yourself for the race ; vour goal is riches,
aud vou have many imitators and many com-
petitors.  But is this all.  Have you listened
to the ery of the poor aud ncedy.  Iave you
ministered te the wants of the ®idow and
orphan. Have you reflected that thereis &
God in the world, and that he has given us
laws to obey and precepts to follow, and a
gospel 1o be preached, and published and ex-
tended to the ends of the carth? Whot ac-
count have you to give of these things® My
time, my talents, have been givento other
pursuits. Yet have I done somewhat. 1
will tell thee, saith the great Judge, what
thou hast done, for 1know i.all. 'To the
tale of distress you have turned a deaf or an
unwilling ear.  To the ery of poverty you
bave given the harsh refusal or the harsher
insult. ‘The everlasting gospel you have con-
verted into a dead cercmony or an idle proe
fession. It is true that once cn each Sabbath

tand have been but tittle strengthened by your
means, and never by your pravers. Itis true,
{ymxr name s somelimes conspicuous on the
i subscription list for noble and immortal pur-
i poses, but the offering cannot be aceepted,
| secing that it has been made from motives of
* selfishness and vanity.
! Reader! that young man’s vear is past and
{ nothing is laid up——nothing for eternity,  To
| him, the great future is a blank—though for
| an infinitesimal fragment of it heis wiiling
! to live the life of a sluve, to shut his heart
against every gencrous aspiration, and his
ears to every immuortal truth, to give o hypo-
" eritical and make belief reserence to the God
" who made him, while his whole affections, his
entire soul are given up to the idols of this
present world.  Yet must he look back, if
| not this year, ut a time not very far distant,
| into the gluomy record of misspent years and
neglected opportunities, and shall it e better
to do so now, or to wait till he cannot help
it, when he fecls he must, and when he fecls
! too that it may be too late. It may be, that

| the allotted decades of vears shall have pas-

sed over his head, each one more prospereus
than the last, 1ill he stunds among the fivst in
worldly grandeur—rich in coetly furniture, in
gay cquipage, in lands, in ships, in wealth,
large even as his large desires, but the end is
at hard, and a humun soul ere it parts com-
pany with the world must make up its earthly
account. Must that account be left to a
death-bed, when the body is racked with pain
and the spirit with fear and anguish, when
the wortt and feeble trame is stretched upon
a lordly couch which uffords no relief, while
the look of the skillful and fashionable phy-
sician tells but too truly that the last flicker
of life will soon be out, and the faces of
silent and decently sorrowing friends all indi-
cate that the terrible hour is at hand. The
mun of God, too, may be there, offering up the
humble prayer and whispering the gospel
hope and the gosnel promise, but the cye of
the mind is fixed upon the past. Its record
forees itself in, with an intensity proportion-
ate to former neglect, and fills the soul with
horror to which the weak and fainting wiﬁt
can give but little visible ¢xpression. What
comfort can the ardent labors of long mis-
spent years now afford? None whatever.
‘The day of grace has been allowed to puss,
and at the last hour may hardly be purchased
back. Is not this then a lesson to the eager
worldling to he up and doing, and to give
somewhat of his services to that Master who
has given him all he has?

‘We have chosen but one instarce, one
sample out of the motley crowd; we have
not space to extend the selection. But if

the danger is not alike to all, it differs only
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in degree. It s well tHaf” the world and the
things of the world should have a due regard.
The great Creatoy has given it to man for
that purpose.  But let us keep a watchful
guard upon ourselves.  Let the farmer attend
10 his farm, and the merchant to his merchan-
dize, but let the'a attend also to the one thing
needful.  Let them reflect that life is buta
vapor, that this world is but «a scene of pro-
hation, of preparation for another.  Let them
keep  steadily and constamtly before their
mind that there is 0 God who ruleth over all,

that the gospel is a reality and not a myth—
that there is a future world—a life beyond
the grave whose duration is eternity. Let

them examine themseives at stated periods— |

desire, and to he washe  nd made clean in
the blood of Christ, leaning on His gracious
promise that there is forgiveness even for
the chief of sinners? Closo with the pre-
cious ofter, fully and finally, and all will'yet
be well, both here und hereafter.

"T'o the thoughtless and unconcerned,the de
votee of idle gaiety and of what is mis-named
rleasure, we would szy, be wise in time, thia
in the hour to banish tor ever from your heart
the love of fiivolous amusement and barren
vanity. Dash to picces the idols you have
set up to folly, und henceforth live a lifs
worthy of an immortal and accountabls
being;

Examine yourselves : purge away the dross

and what pericd more appropriate or more | which hangs about you, and is made up of

solemn than the threshold of a new year. :
Call up forgotten duties and past follies, and ,
make them the subject of prayerful thoughts, |
and rise up with a mind cleansed from” the '
crrors of the past, with a heart subdued from |
a sense of its own  weakness, but with a spi-.
rit strengthened and refreshed with virtuous
resolution, and full of love to God and hu- -
manity. Laying aside al pride and self-suf- |
ficiency—putting on the garment of repent-
ance, trusting in the sacrifice of a risen
Saviour—enter upon a fresh course, keeping
the goal of salvation ever in view,

Are you yourg? Remember that age is
pot promised you, be therefore ever on’ the .
watch, never from your post 3 keep in aub-!
jection the passions and temptations which
will daily and hourly assault.you ; * remem-
ber thy Creator in the days of thy youth.”

Have you reached the full vigor of man-
hood ? Then let your watchfulness be dou-
bled, for your responsibilities are greater,,
while your dangers are not less. ‘I'o the.
aged, to th? man of hoary hairs, we would
Say, watch on.  Be not weary of being a dis-
ciple of Jesus, Though thy limbs tremble |
and thy speech fail, let your heart and woul
be voung, and pure and hopeful.  The time
is drawing nygh, the hour is at hand, live so
that you may be able to weleome it as a friend,
g;lgi embrace thy Saviour with juy unspeak-
abie, :

\We have zpoken only of those who have
misspent their time, who rave mistaken the
true path and rushed blindily and wildly into
that which leadeth to destruction, We ought'’
now to devate a few paragraphs to the deli.!
berately wicked, 10 those who shut their eyes |
to all that is goed and noble in the world {1
who scarn Gad, his luws and his creatuves 3¢
who wive themselves up to their awn evii)
desires ; in whose hearts are found all wmaiics ;
and wickedness ; who rcjoice in evil—in vio-.
lating God's laws and in” breaking his com: !
mrundments ; whose course leadeth down to)]
hell. Is not a new year—is not its virgin!
tireshold o meet and solemn sltar on'!
which to lay the solemn vow aof repcm:\ucc,:
before which to kneel und pour out the earnest |
wrayer for a hetteyheart, ta tread outevery avil

vain show, of empty pride, of barren profes-
siow, of love of dress and idle ostentation,
which steal the precious hours of time and
give them to gauds and vanities, to the
song and Ganee which bring no happiness,
and the groaning boarid rich with every
delicazy, but without gonuine hospitality.
Turn your back to this idle glare, and instead
thereof open your eyves and your heart to the
paverty and misfortune arourd vou, feed the
hungry, relieve the needy, clothe the naked,
gujetly, gratefully, secretely, letting not your
right hand know what your left hand doeth,
thanking God that he has made you his alm-
oner, Examine yourselves, and see whether
there is any hidden vioe, any lurking weak-
ness, any datling morsel, beneath your tongue,
and away with it. 1las envy poisoned your
better feeling; have you slandered your
ucighbor ; have you taken what was not your
own; haveyou beea guilty of deception in word
or deed 3 have vou neglected duty ; have you
starved your church, by giving it the mere
shreds and husks of your ablity? If you

" have, spread them fully before your cousci-

enee, and in vour clusest, and before your

" God abjure them all, and henecforth live as

Lecomes a follower of the Lamb, tull of love
to God, aud love ta muan. Weicome this
New Year as a harbinger of glorious hopes
fur the future, as the ohild of virtuous and
holy resalves, as the foundation of lofty prin.
ciples and ynlying faith, resting on the ever-,
lasting wruths of a blessed gospel,

e O e

STRAY WAIFS FROM A WAGGON.
ZUUCATION, COLLEGES, NORMAL SCHOOLS,
PREACHING, UNION.

In the human family, youth, waturity, and
old age, aro the three divisions of earthly
life. Lach kas thoughts, affections, sorrows
and enjoyments peculiar to itself, In the
first of ‘these, a great amount of Knowledgo
is acquired with marvellous rapidity, because
the appiication of the child is intense, and itg
mind 1s impressible. A whole language is
learned word by word with wondarful facility,
A pover of discriminating sounds, coluss,
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aistances a1d other qualities i exercised step
by step with amazing industry;  Iondeed the
extent of oyr acquirements during the first
seven vears of our existence, will, upon ex-
awmination, throw into the shade our subse.
quent progress, in any equal period of time.
How much of that knowledge is self~taungi,

TRE REZOORDR OF TIX CNOURCH 6P ICOTLAND

: he o warning to all patvans of Universitiea.
‘Ihere the students had  the audacity to con:
tradict their teacher on very vital points of
doctrine, A whole Chureh interfered, but
who was right or who waaz wrong, has never,
we hilieve, been d cided. Let overy stu-
dent Leep before his eye some intellectual

and how much communicated, can hardly be ' giant, 2nd ke wiil revere scienoe, and hamblo
determined ; but it js certain that a lavge, © himself at the feet of his Gamaliel, \\'hence.hu
perhaps the Jargest portion s referable to | shall see the zone of knowledge embracing
the former class, Il xo, the graatest scholars | the immensity of spaee and time.  1f in new
and the mln.st suclccs]st‘ul l;\ cverlytno'h;e nr- c()ll]c.g(:s“u be dx}:ligult '“l) cnh}.sr. revc;runce uug
suit, are those who have tirouzht with them | admiration on their” side, why not suspen
from childhiood. habits of inquisitiveness and | the portraits of the great sages of antiguity,
careful study of visible and invisiblo things | or the savans of modern days on their walls?
armmdfll;om. Many of the grcl:\_lcsl blcncfuc;i i The sh&ldcs, if ’nut the works, lof x;ll'lghty met;
tors of their species were golistaught, and | might do much to corrcot the flippaney of
PR Lty * L A ’
self-discipiinea, ‘They were men of indepen- | certuin systems of modern training. Mush.
dent minds. They * scorned delights and | room growth has only mushroom existence,
lived laborious days.” Not satisfied with, ! and thfe plants of a hothouse are unfit fgr tho
and frequently not able to pay for the dig-' bracing air.  Hot rolls and gingerbread may
gings of others, they explored Tor themselses. | give \'f\'acity, but it is the proverbial vivacity
* There is no roval road to knowledge” either ; of consumptiion,—the collection of the dying
with or without w master.  ‘Ihe pro?essu' and | embers on It'ne hearth-stons of the mind now
the tyro ure both students, ‘The prince and pale, now red with a monitary glow.
the peasant stand side by side, on a perfect | The great desideratum in the prosecution
equality of necessity te privately labor and 1 of our labor, is a lofty examplar, one whoss
stady, 1n order to eltimate success, | renius is great and uarivalled,  If the sti'm.
The youthful alumnus of o university is!dard be low, our attainments must be low
aptio envy the principal, becnuse he is at’also. It is not otherwise with religious pur-
the suimnit, :md.so past the neccssi't)' of loi!- mxir,s.“ I Chr'istiup L:lhics be bounded by h}u
ing uphill.  1ieis not at the summit; and, if | man lines, or if alimit be set to human dutiea
warthy of his chair, he is not idle.  Here it in our relation to eternity, the standard will
aceurs tous that u great injury is done to the lhe incorreet, and progress will ecase ; but if
sising hopes of the Chureh” by entering them | the duties impoged upon us be scen to he

ar colleges, where no one of the teachers is
above medioerity, In such a circumstance,
the voung aspirant sees the end, almost from
the teginning, seanning his master through
gown, speetaeles, and all the paraphernatia of
uthice. e Leging to see through e tradi-
tionai, or myiirolegical greatuess of the ped-
ant, and thinks that he was ¢ distance lent
enchantinent to the view” e has the pre-
sumption to suphose that his true place is
among the did adnares, that is to say, among
the seavensers of science.  Alas! for the
college, and the wiudents, where such irrover-
eul ideas zre imbibed, and they are neces-
sardiy imbibed from the tame preleciions of a
accond or third rate professor,  The cefeets

of such zeal or supposed deficiency on the |

student of Divinity, 15 most disastrous,  jle
wili assume Livs of ridicelous pompasity, 1o
is quite perfeet in all branches of Biblical
jore,  Me cun quote quotations from learned
fathers witich he never read, and stops at
}'."uglh at. o matkematical point of excellence,
without fengthy, breadth op depth, prematurely
ieady, he has gained the summit at a bound,
I is the grevhound cutching the tortoise at
Jast; and visions of pulpits, and densely
stonded  churehes, and 1aeliby audiences
Hoaiing before the panting Apollos; A mic-
Junenoly sesult of want of veneration for the
‘Theological faculiy, in a new Hail of Divinity
19 1he eity of Glusgow, the other year abould

enlerged by each successive step of obedi-
| ence, then our work shall expand evermore,
and embrage a world without end. In reli-
gion, therefore, no mere man could ever pay
aur ransomm, or become our examplar. * Look-
ing unts Jesus is the ever onward course of
the Christian, A model so infinitely perfecte
betckens a line of conduct infinitely pro-
aressive. This is one reason why the true
believer is always humble and of himself
mest diffident.

To pave ‘the way, 50 as to make it too
smoesh for the learner, is like splitting tio
tongues of magpies. It also enfoedles the
undersianding and  proves fatal to morai
courage, There is a system of training call.
ol moral and normal, par excellence, in which
the pupil is taught everything in a sweet
pleasant way. Birches and tawse and even
frowns are banished from this snug little re-
publiz of letters. Moral suasion is all that
is neesssary to “teach the young idea how
1o shoet,” ~ The wise man’s maxim of corree-
ion is boldly set aside, and virtuous wmagis.
terial indignation, us an element of diseipline
is ignored. 'Tiere are grammar made casy,
aritbmietio made easy. languages mado easy,
astonished, O Buclld! Mawmematics made
easy in the merry curricelum of this system.
Now, we view it as o downright insalt to the
nobility of the mind, to make every thing
easy, for its gratificazion~io masticate every
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meal for it, as if it could not ruminate, or
swallow anything stronger than water gruel,
Who would Jike to e fud by a spoon, or be
taiked with in Syllogisms ¥ We go farther

and assert fearlessly, that even in sermons, |
sufficient margin ought to he left for the '
hearers own understanding and appreciation, |

The pragress of the thoughts should eertainly

be well sustained, but natural ellipses should ;
We v ho Lave heen taught |

never be omitted,
feligious truth, thaak God from eur infancy,

should be denlt « b from the pulpit, as, s

least, men of Christian  dfelligence. The pax-
sages in a book or in u sermon ought v be
such, as ¢asily 10 suggest the meaning of the
term—naxs on. ‘Pre hackstep or penny
whistle is a nice duwnce and nice music for
brabies, to amuse them, but are surely unsuit-
able for jadies and gentlemen.

door on its hinges. We are also fond of

unity—we have greal repugnance to see
ion, but there is .
? . b :

need of plurality to give room for unfiy— |

things without connee

unity in atreatis¢ or sermon presupposes
therefore more than one subject, but these
subjects should be marshalled’in orderly ar-
ray; not.a mob but an army; not stray
waifs picked up by the wayside, which may
be picked up in detached "bundles, but the
parts of a time-picce nicely adjusted and
forming one whole.

IN NOVA SCOTIA 420 TR ADJOINING P'ROVINCES.

We like pro-
gress, but certainly not the progress of the

h

. statements fiom the ehair, aficeting the enar-
p neter of the ume-honored eatablishment 5 and
; her most inoffensive ministers bere.

Can it moreover be iwlim‘;:!, that those
very Churches ade mestares of union 1o
the ministers of thut churel, whi h they st
malized as bound ?  Can there ben g
s confuxion of moral semiment?  Does  tue
Rev, Do Maiidand, Moderator of the General
Assembly hnow these farts, when in his cor-
; tespondence with the Rev. Meo Sprote, ne
highly approves of the wiion of Preshyte
riuna in Nova Scotin? Doex e wnow also
that it has been the custom of some dissent -
iz ministers in this countiy to write fijetany
epistlen to some of the most earnest men of
our ehureh in Scathand, fiai at che same time-
bitterly hate her adherents e, We e
far from asserting that Mr. Spiottis eapabli»
of such duplicity,

. For curseives we shiali hold ue communion
with a Chuich whien by expressive silence
endorses the malicions thiade of her Madera-
tor, until he mades a fud r tatiot, OF -
jtl the United Synod clears atserd o the
i charge of complicity.

* But we shall not reiterate.  However juss
at this moment wn agressive movement on i
part of our Church might Le, and however
auspicious the time, when muleonfents are
numerous, and success nlimost cerati, we ave
far from taking advantage of the dissatisfrc-

!
!
i
;
H

Without infringing our own principles of ! tion chat prevails.  No. we never did, ard In
ging I P ! :

unity now insisted on, we may here take ano- ( the help of the great liead of the Canrch, we
ther step forward. It may be a bound, but | never shail stoop 10 the tricis of Proselytisn
our motto justifies transi.is, and long run- | any more than “auffer as a tiief or a mar-
ning leaps. We refer to the recently con- i Gerer.”

summated union which with many was a
leap in the dark, ovt of which darkness
they bave not yet emerged.  We never siould
interfere in other people’s affairs, except as
these affairs may affect our peace, our reputas
tion and our genernl interests. We once! Tt has been usual in ail wges w0 keep up
sand in the way of cautinn, beware of a union  the memory of great events by suitable oli-
that canuot he cenzented Lut Ly the omuipo-: servances.  Ciicumeision was te seal of the
tertee of aword. The werd (bv the wiy): covenant made . ith Absabam.  Waen tue
has beeu spoken, but its charm has proved E Israelites erpssed tie Jurdan they set up
less potent than we aunticipated.  We tien , twelve stones in menory o the passag -
spoke, we say, ia the way of caution, we 1o ; Waen the woman pou ed the owiment oa
sav in indignation, beware of a union thatjthe head of the Redecarr i antidpation o)
cannot be consummated except by the sian- | 1lis buriul, He approved of the deed, aud
derous tongue of a Prefessor of Divinity ! | said wherever the Gosped should be peeuctuni
Unscriptural indecd, and anchristian must be ¢ it would be mentioned «s a nieworial of
the principles of that uuion that stands ini  Englishmen keep up the memory of e
ueed of fratricide in orderto success, His- Revolution. because it freed them from op-
tory records no conduct . atrocious as that ’ pression and arbitrary rule.  Americans keep
of the pretender to a throne, who wades § up the memory of the wae of independea
through a brother’s or a father’s blood to pos: | because they regained their liberty ; and we
sess it. The existence of the Church of | may well keep up the memory of the Refor-
Scotland which the Professor salemnly swore | mation with grattude and joy, becruse it i<
to upheld and obey, is. it deems the obstacly | freed us from many evily, and given us many
in his way to being king, indeed. and her he i blessings,  The Réformfiion broke the chains
would destroy. Can it e believed in Scot-{ of despotism, delivered the nations from tne
land, that two churches in Nova Scotia, on | darkness of a thousand years, and accmnp!édn
the very day of a highly seli-culogised union, | ed the most wonderful revoluiion in religion,
when solemn articles were being siznvd be- | morals, and literuture. 1t was not merely a
fore God, listencd without disapprobiation to! literary effort, but rather a religious effuss o
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banish human idols from the pulpit, and res- 1 doetrine, mode of worship and government,
Sure the docetrine of Christ and Him crueified. j und professed themeelves ready to roturn
1 iwve no wish to excite any angry fedlings | when existing evils were removed. 1 wans in
sigrninal Rm:)‘vn Catholies, 1 admire their de- ! Scotland in 1834, when the voluntary ques-
aominational” zeed, their regard fur sucred ! tion was eansing great excitement, and the
shings, and their Kindoess 1o strangers s bat iwlm]c country was like a pot of soda-water.
T enmmot be ignorant of a system which with- | Strong combinations were formed for the des-
folds the Holy Seriptures from the éommon | truetion of our National Zion. Many good
people, seis up many mediators instead o' men, such ax De. Wardlaw, Dr. Heugh and
ve, and puts the priest ad the ckurch o | Do, King were in the front of the battie, men
she room ot the Savioue awd the Bibde, who for their apparent piety ought not to

Twe eenturies have passed away without | have joined the rvanks of the ungodly, in
@y colebration of this event. The rtormy ! xeuhing the destruction of the beautiful house
times of Chureh and State did not permit s | where our forefathers worshipped. 1 had no
Gt the ages of darkness and blood hase pas- | sympathy with them, and it appeared to me
sed away, and conflicting elements have re. . an uuholy sight, to see the white flag of the
surned to repose,  We binve now a clear sky, | gospel, tne red tlag of Popery, the dark en-
and the star of Bethlehom is in the ascend- | sign of infidelity, and the presumptuous
ante - Aefurmation principles are spread over s pendant of Socinians all Hattering side by
amny lands. Romanisw ix wembling for an { <ide against the Established Church. ‘I'he

wexistenece and the ery will soon be heard,
s Babylon the great is fallen, and shall ise
B0 more.? )

At the tiine of the Reformation, kings and
Popes were eontending for the empire of the,
world 5 the peopie were ruled by the throne
and the church, they were trodden down b§
an iron priesthood, and thewr rights were dis-
vegarded.  The chiel offices of State were
neld by the clergy, and nearly one hulf of the
Janded property belonged to the Church. ‘The
inmates of monasteries and nunneries wallow-
ed in wealth, and _like the flies of Egypt on
the banks of the Nile, fed and fattened an
corruption, while the country was sunk in
deep poverty, and swarmed with beggars,
“The Bible was lucked up in a language known
anly to the Jewned, and dealt out in such
portions. and with such interpretations as
prieats thought proper. It was like a well of
{ine wates, so deep that the common people
conld not reachit. ‘The minds of men were
duined Gy an infallible church, and the gros-
sest darkuess overspread the land,  The Re-
formation has given us an open Bible, and
tne iherty of thinking for ourselves, Tt has
hanished senseless vites from the pulpit, and
given ux the doctrine of justifiestion by the
merits of Christ through faith alone, and
sanctification hy His spirit,

"The Chareh of Scotland has passed through
the storms of persecution, and been reforned
drom Popery and Prelacy, and in the seven-
teenth century had acquired. a high degree of
parity. We are wot biind to her errors and
defects, but she has been w halwark of Pro-
iestant Christianity and a fortress ot sound
ductrine for three hundred vears, winl may
=1l be regarded as one of the fair daughters
of the Reformation.  Like other churches,
she has had her degk as well as her bright
siays, and the hard faw of patronage has dri-
ven some from her ranks.  But it is gratify-
Jng to reflect that when dissenters withdrew
from her communion, they: aeceded not from
the church herself, but rather from a ruling

{ Covenanters and the Original Seceders elone
v stoud firm, and refused to dip their flags o
such reformers.  ‘They accomplished nothing,
and the guestion is at rest.

In 1844, [ was again iu Scotiand soon after
the disruption. The lcee Church was then
all-powerful, and u man could scarcely live in
Glasgow unless he was a Free Churchman.
In steamboats and rail cais I was often asked
the question “are you bond or free?” 1
avoided the question by telling them of an
Irishman who in the time of a great revival
here was asked to'what party he beionged,
repiied, “that he had never seen a religion
but that he could tuen his haud to.”

The Church of Scotland at that time re-
minded me of a noble ship which had been
in a atorm, and lost its spars, but under the
conduct of the good pilot had regained the
harbor, and we hope that under the fostering
care of heaven, she may continue for many
ages to spread seriptural truths over the hills
and valleys, of Scotland.

+
i

“ Breaths there a man with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath xuid,
This is my own, my native land.”

1 love Seotland, not because her mountains
are noble and her valleys are beantiful, but
because she is consecrated with the tombs of
“the martars, and flowered with their blood.
I have slept for nearly half 2 century in Nova
Scotia, but my dreams are all in Caledonia,
- in the visions of the night often visit the
ive-mantled towers and fairy haunted glens
where my foretathers dwelt,  Scotland is the
jand of Sabbath and Sabbuth bells, T think
I hear the cottagers skirling up the Bangor
ut their evening devotions, or streaming away
on the Sabbath morning to heur the Word of
God at the teng on the hillside.

‘T'he benefits of the Reformation are uni-
versaliy felt in Scotland, and we may well re-
memner it with gratitude and joy. Itis the
purity of the standards of our National Zien,
amd the fidelity with which ministers have dis-

party in her, and they took with them her

charged the duties of their office which havu
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given Scotchmen such a high rank among the
nntions,  Abroad they are schoolmasters,
clerks, merchants, or engineers, They strug-
gle hard to keep the boats head to the waters
in the most stormy sea, and they seldom
lireak down to mere luborers.  Colihett says
in England you may see an Irisunian digging
a ditch, an Euglishman pruning a hedge, and
a Scotchman with « long coat superintending
bath, It has been tersely said that if you
give a Scotchmun a bible and a horn spoon
he will find_his way through the world. There
are more Scotchmen abroad thun at home.
‘They are scattered all over the world, and
wherever they wander, if not lost to all morai
sensibility, they must remember the Subbath,
tke parish Kirk and fumily worship. ‘The
Reformation has effected great chunges in
Scotland, awept away the uccumulated super-
stition of ages, and given us sound theology,
a learned and pious ministry, and a religions
peasantry. I wish well to the Mother Church
and all her branches. Nothing would give
me more pleasure than to see John Knox's
family all on one platform. Presbyterians
are beat knowm by their mothers’ name among
strangers. When travelling in the United
States, I was sometimes asked, to what branch
of the Preshyterian Church do you belong?
If I had auswered u I'ree Churchman or Anti.
burgher, they would scarcely have compre-
hended any meaning, but when I answered [
belong to the root they at once understood
me.

It is a serious thing to look back for thret
hundred years. The tide of time has swept
down the Reformers and their successors.
‘The lights of the Reformation shone only for
an appointed time. The stars of our transat.
lantic Zion are setiing one ufter another. The
Reformation of the Church is good, but the
amendment of our own lives is better. A
holy life is the mainspriag of success in min-
isterial labors, It is the most powerful ser-
mon in the world, and is recommended by
aur Lord. “Letyour light so shine before
men, that others seeing your good works muy
glorify your father in heaven.”

Joun Serorr.

USRS

POR THE NEW YEBJR.

Under the drawbridge, over the sca,
Ylowing from time to eternity,

‘Two freighted barques have in passing met,
"Their colors glistening, thew sails ali set.
One slowly moves with a solemn sound,
"The mournful sweep of the outward bound,
The other cuts through the silver foam,
Joyously seeking its mortal home.

We see the crew as they onward strive,
Alike three hundred and sixty-five:
Strange mysteries lie in the hand of each,
Of mortal action and mortal speech;

The record of one sad Memory lolds,
Hope for the other the scroll unfolds,
Pages, whose register Time niwat acan,
Heirlooms and issues of life for man.

Only a passage of passing years
Under the drawbridge the oceun hears
Ouly the full of & sand of time;

Only a new year's herald chime;
Nothing startling und nothing steange
In time's iminedinte and usual change;
Nothing—vyet stuy, can we idle here
Between the parting and coming year.

Que has the graves of our houschoid dead,
‘The prayers we offered, the tears we shed
Our fierce temptations and overthrow,

As we weukly yielded to wily foe;

The bitter sorrow, the gallirg pain

Of toil and trial, alike in vain;

Our wasted hours, vur days of sin,
Suviling the ruiment we sought to win,

‘The other—oh God ! we are trembling hery,

Watching thy gift of the coming year:

Humble and helpless, we waiting stan 1

Before the door of this promised land.

Oh! lift the latch of the opening year

And walk beside us in blessing here,

So shall we find us over the ae¢a,

Under the drawbridge, at home with thoe,
Halifax, 1860. M. I K.

JRSS———'Y

Pressyrery or KirxcaLny.—Tue Scoo-
NIg CASE.—OBJKCTIONS TO THR SRITLE
MEXT oF Mit, Br.ackwooD.~—The Presbyt:
ry of Kirkcaldy met in - Scoonie Chureh” on
‘Fhuraday for the porpose of moderating in
a call to the Rev, james Blackwood, who, iz
will be remembered was the choice of t:.
majority when the Crown guve the congrega
tion theliberty of nominating a minister as
successor to Mr. Brown. The Rev. M, Hax
ton of Pathhead, Moderator, preached au
ahle and appropriate discourse from the text.
 One is your master, even Christ, and all y.
are brethren.”

At the close of the service the Clerk of th~
Preshytery (Mr. Morrison cf Methil) read a
call from the parishioners of Scoonie to tis:
Bev. James Blackwood, atter which an op
portunity was afforded to all present to sigp
the call. “Uhis work occupied considerable
time; and after it was completed it was esti
mated that 231 members and 27 adherents
had signed the call. The Moderator then
intimated that the call would be leftin the
hands ot Mr. Lochtie, the session-clerk, for
the purpose of allowing those who had heeu
unable to attend the meeting of Presbytery
an_opportunity of adhibiting their names
toit.

‘The Moderator having asked if an parties
had objections to lodge,g.\{r. Philip (;hphant,
writer, Anstruther, produced a mandate show
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ing that he appenred for certain members of
the church who ohjected to the settiement of

Mr. Bilackwood: and Mr. John Wailuce of
Banbeath produced and read a long state-
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ment of ohjeciions to Mr. Blackwood, in |

which he detailed many of the statements
made by Mr. Blackwoad, in the four sermons
he preached in Scoonie Church during the {n.
cumbeney of Mr., Brown, and the other two
hie recently preached as a candidate for the
Lacancy, and produced Seripture passages in
abundanee to prove the character of the doc-
trines put forth on these occasions by Mr,
Blackwood.  Mr. Wallace also gave in five
specific ohjections to Mr. Blackwood signed
by twenty objectors,  ‘The objections wrged
were—that his expositions of Scripture doc-
trines were caleulated to lead to doubts and
perplexities; that hix style of preaching was
fitted more to gratify the fancy than affect
the heart; that the whole character of his
preaching was little caleulated to edify and

mstruct in things pertaining to salvation ;!

tnat he entirely ignored in his preaching the
subjects of repentance and remission of sins 3
thar, his prayers were brief, formal, and de-
fective ; and that his setdement in the parish
would be the means of alienating the hearts
of many from the Church.

A great deal of excitement prevailed in the
church, the Preshytery threatening to adjourn
to the vestry unless the people refrained from
giving expression to their feelings. The pro-
ceedings, however, were brought to a close
by the Moderator intimating that the Pres-
bytery would meet on Friday week to receive
additional objections, if any.

As the congregation was dismissing, Mr.
P. Oliphunt came and got from the clerk, in
presence of the other members of Presbytery
the documents lodged by Mr. Wallace, say-
ing they would produce them again at nest
meeting if they thought fit.

o
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

The Rev. Colin McKenzie, 1), 1., of In-
verary, has been nominated as Moderator of
the next General Assembly of the Established
Church of Scotland.

‘The Rev. Dr. Candlish has been nominat-
ed. and will probably be appointed Modera-
tor of the next General Assembly of the Free
Church with acclamation. Dr. Candlish’s
abilities ave of the highest order, his zeal and
influence are very great, but we question
whether by temper or judgment he is exact]
the best person to pilot his Church throug
her present troubles. .

Dr: Lockbart, parish minister of Inchinnan,
has resigned his charge, amidst the 1egret
not only of his own congregation but of the
whole Church. Perlaps no man was ever
more universaily beloved, for his genial and
generous nature. The son of Dr, Lockhart of
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the College Church, Glasgow, and brother of
the disunguished author, he was not nore
vemarkable for his high sociat position than
for his great accomplishiments, his urbanity
and kindness of heart.  1le was particularly
the friend of the stucent and young preacher,
His house, his table, his library, and when
neeessary, his purse, his advice and influence,
‘were ever at their service, and in the moat
delicate and unostentatious manner, lHe was
idolized by his parishioners and warmly be-
loved by all his brethren in the Preshytery,
who urged him to nccept an assistant and
retain his charge, but he refused, alleging
!as a reason, that his people were entitled to
! the services of as good a man as couid bhe
! pracured, that age and ill health incapacitate:l
him from further active iabor, and he con-
sidesed that it would be better fur the parish
to possess an able and experienced minister
than an assistant, who could not be expected
to labor with the same effect amang them.
All honor to this veteran servant of the cross,
§ and may his future years be unclouded and
happy.

"The Cardross Case has ad¥anced a stce,
and a most important one. Lord Jervis-
woode has declared that Dissenting Churches
possess, and can possess, no civil jurisdiction;
that if they make a contract with a party, and
that party complains that they have violated
it, the law must step in and judge hetween
them ¢ in short, that they are amenable to the
civil courts, in everything quoad civilia. Of
cotirse the decision has been appealed fremy
and will come in due course before the whole
bench of fifteen judges, who will each give
his opinion. Should these apinions be ad-
verse, as they probably will, 1t will then go
to the House of Lords, whose decision will
be fina).  This case has already Leen before
the public a considerable time, and is now
creating intense excitement among the Free
Church body. ‘The guilt or innocence of the
man Macmillan is now not the question at
oll.  Itis a great constitutional principle that
has to be discussed and decided; that prin-
ciple in effect being: Shall a Church Court
be at once the framer, the interpreter, and
dispenser of her own laws, no matter what
may be the consequences, pecuniary or oth-
erwise, to the subject? No matter whether
just or unjust, are they to be ahove review
by any civil judicatory? This is the ques:
tion to be decided, and how it wiil he de-
cided there cun be little doubt. We fear that
such a version of Spiritual Independence
canunot be sustained in any state. It could
not be maintzined here by any Ecclesiastica!
denomination.

We observe from our cxcellent contempo-
rary, the Canada Presbyterian, that a meeting
of the Committee on Iinion was to be held
on the 27th ult. in Toronto, Dr. George
Convener. We cannot pretend to understand
this. We reccived a communication frem «
gentleman of great experience and influence




IX XOVYA SCOTIA AND T

in the Church, and who has every opportun-
ity of knowing, informing us that the leiter
of “K. J, M.” on the subject of union, which
appeared in a late number of the Record,
misrepresented and wis-stated the case en-
tirely,  We also received another’ communi-
eation from a clergyman of the Church in
Canady, condemuing in strong terins the said
letter, and assuring us that Dr. George was
as firmly wedded as ever to convection with

T ANJOINING PROVINCDS.
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as well as tell when it will Tanpes, and ex.
plain theoretically anil symboileally, as well
an popalarly, the eause of the perturbations
of a planetary bady.  Without possessing
perhaps the sume amount of thetorieal pover,
he is more concise, elegant and exact than
Nichol, and kas given an interest to the sub-.
“lime subject of Astranomy, which is generally
" possesed rather by the populay writer than
{ the philocopher.

the Church of Scotlard. Inldeed, o rvery ! The Principal’s inaugural addeess is a fine
etrougly was the czse stated that we did not | specimen of well reasuned eloguenee, and we
consider it judicious to giveit a place in our [ only regret that jts great fength prevents us
pages; and lo! here is an advertisement | from transfesring it entire (o our pages,

calling & meeting to discuss the question, and § We are glad to observe that some of tho
signed Jumes George.  We are unacquainted 1 vacant congregations of our Church bava

with the general feeling of the Canadian
Church ot this vital question, but our own
feelings we have ever put, and ever wiil put,
frankly and fearlessly forward, and which
could not be better expressed than in the
words of the Rev. J. Macmurchy's motion
when the Overture for Union was brought
hefore the Synod—* That it would be unwise,
aud would be perilous to the harmony and
peace of the Church, to entertain the Overtuve
at present.”  We shall wait with anxiety and
interest for the result of their deliberations.
We are glad 1o observe that the very Rev,
Principal Leitch has been inaugurated into
his high office under the most promising
auspices. 'The College has opened with 16
atudents in Divinicy, 44 in the Arts, and 73
in Medicine, and some additions are yet ex-
pected. The greatest accession, however,
which she has received this year is that of
her accomplished Principal and Primarius
Professor, Qucen’s College has been fortu-
nate enough to secure the services of ane of
the most respected and promising ministers
of the Church-at home, A man not only of
the greatest attainments, but who possesses
the singular gift of giving a popular and in-
terpsting phase to subjects which are gener-
ally wrapt up in scientific lunguage intelligi-
hle only tc the mathematical scholar. D,
Leitel’s papers on Astronomy, which ap-
peared from time to time in * Good Words,”
we consider not only the best that have been
contributed to that popular juurnal, but the
best and niost useful which have been given
1o the world on the subject for many years.
‘The style is remarkable for its clegance and
per:picuity, while any one may sce that it is
nnt the language of the popular compiler,
whose power consists in popularizing other
peaple’s ideas, but the language of the man
of science, who has enquired for himself, and
dived into the mysteries evolved by the cal-
gulus, or Hamilton’s quaternions, “I'he stu-
) . ital’ s ‘ati
ssent who reads Dr. Leitei’s disscrtation on
the heavenly bodies will feel that the work is
that of'a mun who is not entirely indebted to
Encke or Leverrier, or other great masters,
for his results, but that heisone v has
probably worked out many of the mulae
Jor himself; that he can caleulate a. eclipse,

been doing a little in behalf of missionary
services. A beginnng is only needed to fing
Cout the abijity of doimg a great deal, aud
tgreat deal must, and we doubt sot, will be
i done, after our young inissjonaries come
jamong us, Let carnest and selforeliant”
+ be the motto iuseribed on our flag.
I he Church has suffered an ferepavable loss
s inthe death of Dr. Robettson, the author of
tthe Home Mission seheme,  We refer our
readers to our Keoteh Correspondent’s letter
; for details on this mourntul suhyect,

We have observed that the Preshytery of
Kircaldy have sustained the objections made
against the appointment of Mr, Blackwood
to the parish of Scoonie, nnd unless we rave
misunderstood the matter very much, a more
scandalous decision ius not been delivered
for many a day. ‘The number wio signed .
the call in favor of Mr. Blackwood was
nearly 1089, while the objections were, if we
mistake not, some haif-dozen. 'The majority
of the Presbytery have shown their perfect
willingness to ruin the Chureh of Scotland in
Scoonie; and while they wust be morally
certain that theiv deliverance will be thrust
out of the Assembly Greei mana, they have rot
hesitated to deprive an important parish of
ministerial supervision for another year, and’
tocrusk a brother hy subjecting dim to enor-
mous law expenses to no purpuse.  We only
hope that the Assembly in casting out this
pitiful sample of clerical spitefuluuss will Le
able to make the majovity of this Preshytery
liable in all expenscs.

Dr. Gillan, the pepular minister of St.
Johw's, Glusgow, has aceepted a call to the
parish of inchinnan. T'nis city church was left
literally empty at the time of the Secession—
*43> Itwasbuiltoriginally fur Cnulmers,angd is
the largest church in the city. In less than
two years Dr. Gillan fiiled it to the doors, and
has kept it full ever since, ‘I'hc immense la.
hor of this great charge has undermined bis
health, and he seeks the quiet retirement of
a rural parish. ’

Dr. Caird, perhaps the greatest preacher-of
the day, has been giving a lecture on “ the
uses of Poetry and Fiction.” The lecture is
described as a specimen of matchless beau.y
and eloquence in behulf of a subject which i}
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war the fashioi of our furefathers ta cone
demn, and is still the fashion in sume quar-
ters.  ‘The great piety, learning and eloguence
of the reverend lecturer has enabled him to
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conld not transmit the requisite abstract ot
my journal sconer. I trust'that all, ere now,
have done their duty in this matter. 1 should
| stute that the above remarks canuot Ly any

speak on this subject with an authority ai least ] means be_upplied to the Kast and Wese
cigual to, if not greater, than any living man, | Rranches, E. R., to Pictou Istand, Lochaber,
. ‘The presenteein the Carviden case bas with- , aud St. Mary's.  To Roger’s Hill they apply

drawn,

Dr. Croly, of St. Stephen’s, Walbrook,
tha distinguished poct and author, the. learned
and eloquent preacher, is dead.

At Jatest accounts great preparations were
making all over Scotland to (;uivi;mle the tri-
Centenary of the Refurmation, and energetic
offorts were being made 1o have the 20th
declared a public holidwy.  Lois, however, is
not likely to be the case, as it would look like
persecution to compel the Catholics 10 shut
their shops and cease from labor in honor of
the downfull of their own €hurch. 1t may
he worthy of note that the 20th of December
ia not really the Anniversary of the first meet-
ing of the General Assembly. It was the
20th of December old siyle, the new style
not having been introduced till 1582,

——0

{REPORT OF MISSIONARY LABORS WITHIN
CIIE BOUNDS OF THE PRESBYTERY
0 pPICTOU.

My last Report brings my labors down 1o,
the 5th of April, since which I have travelled
inmy own conveyance upwards of 1400 miles,
and preached 83 sermons. I have assisted
in dispensing thz Lord’s Supper at eleven
different places within a period of about three
wonths,

1 trust that these services have not heen in
vain,  If the number (always a large attend.
anec), the duterest, and apparent seriousness,
anly, of the audiences be taken into account,
there is good ground to rejvice and take
courage; but if the criterion be renewed zeal
and self-denial in supporting the cause of the
Gospel, I fear there is but litie ground for
vongratulation.  The Presbytery, aware of
e supineness of certain congregations
contributing their share towards maintaining
wissionary services among them, issued an
order requestiny immediate payment of these,
{ vegret that the! the order was mast peremp-
wry, coupled as it was with the express deter-
inination,in case of non-complinnce on the part
of any congregation, to withdraw my servicss
irom such altogether; and though 1 took care
to enforce the Presbytery’s demand by every
argument I could use, sorae congregations
were most difficult to he put in motion. 1
delayed forwarding to the Clerk an account
of the number of Sabhaihs on which I
vreached at cach station until I had exhausted
every other means. In tins I am perhaps to
blame, Lut Ithought it so unlikely, and let
me add also, so disgraceful, that any congre-
gation having at the utmost no more to pay
than £20, should have w0 be cficially dealt

but in part.

While alluding to this subject,. which I do
, with pain, it is some pleasuve to be able ta
bear witness to the unaflected kindness and
i cordinl welcome acoorded to mo personally
s everywhere, but T do not know whether I am
more supported in spirit by the latter trait of
character, than depressed by the former. 1t
were well that  personal regard and gospel
support should go together. 1 commeunced
in hape, I trust 1 shall not end in despair. A
strong attachment to the Church of Scotland
is_expressed every where, and no one can
rejoice at genuine attachment to our heloved
Church more than I da; but is that a genu-
ine uttachment that will receive any amount
of aid and grudge 1o give any in return? %
know that there are noble and generous
winds in our connection, whose liberality in
every good cause is above all praise, and J
know of hundreds whose benevolent wishes
are larger than their means 3 hut I know
there are cthers of wealthy reputation who,
shrink from their duty for fear the deficit of
the balance sheet shall have to be made up
out of their abundance, Instead of taking
the lead, these, by their example, hold hack
others who might prave useful in the Church,
Croaking away, always, on the dullness of
tade, and -flatngss of matkets, has, before
now, been a good subterfuge, though to many
un oppressive reality, i

inotice these pecuniary things once for all,
trusting that an amendment may take place,
obviuting the necessity of a minister of the
Gospel hammering after every sermon on
y secular” affaivs.  ‘Uhis is the great abjection
; 1o voluntaryism, that the miuister must act
: in the capacity of a tax-gatherer every Lord’s
| day, if he is nat blessed with a congregation
that underatands its duty, and is alive to itx
respounsibilities.

1 deem it my bounden duty to give utter-
ance to my experiences in this large fickd,
however ui\plcasant to myself or to others,
By concealing, 1 would be conniving at reme-
diable evils; 1 shall therefore always, praiso
what is prz\isewordxy, and blame what ig
blameworthy. Jonx Sixcrain.

Pictou, December 1st, 1860.

——0
CORRESPONDENCE.

SIR,—As your remarks upon the Schemeo
of Sabbath School Lessons that I submitted
to vour insertion, is calculated to mislead, or,
at all cvents, as some readers may imagine
that unfair pluy has been practised upon the

with by the Clerk of the Presbytery, that I

Halifax Scheaie, I taket he liberty of remark.



IN NOYA SCOTIA AXD TIIE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

N : .
ing that, beyond the plan, to whose sugges-
tions I owned my obligations to Mr, Brem-
ner, there is nothing in common in these
«chemes of lessous. Besides, I conceive one
quite at liberty to improve upon any plan
provided he does not copy from the original,
and that it is both fitting and right that min-
isters or superintendents of Sabbuth Schovls
out of Halifax should draw out schemes of
lessons suitable to the wants and capacities
of their own Sabbath Schools, whose wants
they can best suit. ‘I'hisis all I have ven-
tured to do, as you would put into your pu-
pile’ hands a new edition of Ruddiman’s
Rudiments. I pray that, to remove misappre-
hension, you will give this an early insertion,
1 am, yours truly,
A. W, Hezpamax,

O

MEETTING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

In St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou, Decr.
Sth, 1860. Which time and place
the Presbytcry of Pictow met accord-
tng {0 adjournment, and was consti-
tuted. Sederunt, &e.

Minutes of last meeting were read and
sustained.

Mr. Sinclair, missionery, having read re-
port of missionary services performed during
the past quarter, it was moved, seconded,
and unanimously agreed to, that the report
receive the very high approbation of this
Court, and unanimously recommenc its pub-
lication in the “Monthly Record:” and re-
gret to find that the instructions of this Coart
to vacant congregaticus anent arrears due for
missionary services, have, with one or two
hionorable exceptions, been neglected.

An invitation from the congregation of
Roger’s 1ill to afr. Sinclair to hecome their
mstor, and another from West Branch East
tiver, were presented to him, and declined

for the preseu:.

Presbytery regret to find that nothing has
been received in payment of I'resbytery
Cierk’s services from the congregations of
Barney’s River, Maclernan's Mountain and
Pugwash, .

Mr. Tallach having applied on bzshalt of.

-the Pugwash congregatica for supplement of
£37 10s. during six months, heginning with
the first of August, it was wnaninausly agreed
to, that it be recommended to the favarable
consideration of the Colonial Committec.

In connection with the celebration of the
‘Iricentenary of the Reformation, it was en-

Joined that public worship be celebrated in
the settled cungregations within the bounds
on that day (20th December), that midisters
dircet the attention of their hearers and peo-
ple to the subject of the Reformation, and in
the- vacant cungregatious it is recommended
that eicetings be Leld for prayer and thanks-

11

giving to God for the blessings
the Reformation,

An extract minute of Preshy'tery of P. E.
Island requesting the services of one of the
missionaries expected to amive within the
bounds of this Fresbytery within a wonth,
was read. It was unanimously agreed that
consideration of the requekt be deferred till
after the arrisal of the gentlenien referred to.

A call from the congregation of Wallace
River and Folly Mouutain to the Rev, D.
McCurdy, signed by 103 names, having been
read, and having been aceepted by Me, Me-
Curdy, whe was present, tie Preshytery ex-
pressed their high satisfaction with the con-
duet of the people in this matter,and appointed
Mr. ‘Tallach to moderate ina call at Folly
.l\{ouulain, and Mr, Christie at Wallace'
tiver. :

Application having been made by Mz Al-
lan Rouss, formerly Lree Church student, for
admission into our Church as a student, and
for aid in prosecuting bis further studies, the
Preshytery appointed Messrs, Sinclair. and
Mackay a Committee of Preshytery to meet
with Committee of Young Mew’s Scheme on
Wednesday 13th current. with instructions
that, if satsfied with the documents and cer-
tificates forwarded by Mr. iloss, his applica-
tion be favarably entertained.

Statement of mounies paid for missionary
services was laid upon the tuble, whereupou
the Preshytery were glad to find that their
instructious were partially attended to.  Aud
as the sums due are vot fully paid ap, that
Mr. Sinclair receive the fulloniug appoint-
ments: '

West Branch East River. December 9ta 5
Cape John and River John, Dee. 16th; Fasl-
tows, 1lee, 23rd; Roger’s Hll, Dee 30ths
West Branch River John, Jauuary 6th; W.
B. Bast River, Jan. 13th; Picioa, Jan, 20th;
Barney’s River, Jan. 27th; Lochaber, Feb,
Sad; St Mary's, Feb. 1tth; L. B, East
River, Feb. 17th; Cape John and River
Joby, Feb. 24th; Barktows, March 2ud, &e.

The Preshytery then sdjonrned to meet on
the first Wedaesday in March 18¢1, in St.
Andrew’s Chureh, Picton, at 11 o’clock AM.

Jas. Canasrr, Lves, Clerk.

sceured by

C

REVIEW OF TIUE PAST MONTIL

During the past month two wmen of great
eminenve bhave been taken frowa us.  Lond
Aberdeen, the distinguished statesman and
philanthropist, and Dr Rebiertson, Professor
of Biblizal eriticiam in the Urniversity of
Edinburgh. A notice of the preat services
and intetlectnal character of his distinguish-
ed minister of the Chureh of Scotland is con-
tained in the Interesting letter of our Scotch
Correspundent, which we regret being oblig-
cd 1o defer till next publicazion,

Important news hiate reached us from Chi-
aa. The Adlies have comaletely defeated the
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Tartar army, taken Pekin the capital, sacked
the emperox’s summer palace, and intend, it
seems, to winter in or uear the metropolis,
The emperor has fled, so that it may be more
difficult to effect a treaty than to conquer the
country. ‘I'wo officers taken prisoncrs by the
Chinese bave dicd froru inhuman treatment,

and two others, including the Times' corres-
pondeat, have not been heard of.

The war in Italy continues, and the late
King of Naples is evidenily reduced to the
last extremity. He still resists in Gaeta,
bravely but hopelessly. We wish that we
could eay that his expulsion is likely to re-
storc peace and happiness to the unfortunate
Iralians. DBut a great proportion of the
rountry scems to be in a staie of complete
anarchy, and placed vnder martial law. Re-
action has taken place in several provinces,
and what the end will beno one can tell,
"The Pope is still in Rome, which the Sardi-
nians appear to be threatening, and will pro-

hably soon cecupy.  Disaffection is spreading
in Hungary, and Austia i3 preparing for the
worst. Garibald:t makes no seeret of an in-
tended attack upon Venetia in the spring, to
meet which 150,000 Austvian troops are al-
ready concentrated in that Province.

Matters have assumed a really alarming
aspect in the United States.  South Carolina
has withdwn from the Union.  Several other
dtates are prepured to follow. Arms and
munitions of war are being purchased or
seized. A military fort has already been de-
sreyed by the Federal troops in order to pre-
vent iis falling into the hands of the Seces-
sionists. The excitement in the South is in-
tense, and the fulling of a spark will be sufli-
cent to kindle a fearful conflagration. We
belizve thut if a single shot is fired Ly the
troops of the great Republic, it will be the
sigral €or a blovdy aud merciless cisil war.
For the North to attempt to cocrce the South
wiil be madness, and will lead to an interne-
cine contest which w ll be a disgrace to mn-
deen eivilization,  If Secession nast be, et
it, if possible, be peaceful.

Tise tide of proxperity sems returaing to
Cauada, the excess of customs at the port of
Montreal in one month of the preseut year
exceeding the correrponding oue of the last
hy £40.000, The difficuliics, of the Graad
‘Frunk Ruilway will probably be got over, at
loast for atime.  The increase of traflic on it
is tmormous, not leas than $19,000 a week,
cempared with the precedisg year.

Fimes in Nova Szatia wre dull and quiet,
tha codnphiut being great and geaeral as to
the scarcity of maney.

A general fast was observed throughout
the I’rovince last month in gradtadeto Al-
anghty Ged Jor the late sbundant Lare 5t

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Thursday, the 20th of December, was ap-
pointed by the Presbytery of Pictou for the
celebration of the Tricentenary of the Refor-
mation. 'We have not heard how it was ob-
served thronghout the country. In St. Aun.
drew’s Church, Picton, a very excellent and
appropriute discourse was delivered by the Rev.
Mr. Herdmantoarather slim audience, consid-
ering the strength of the congregation, and
we fear it was much the same in other
churches. In Halifax the ministers of the
three Presvyterian churches were to deliver
addresses in Temperance Hall.

Messrs. Cameron, Grant, McGregor and
McMillan, were to leave on the 29th ult., and
we hope to have welcomed them before our
next issue. While we write Pictou harbor
is quite opea (318t December.)

o}
1860. YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME.
Oct. Col. 8t. Audrew's Church, Pictou,
. £103 0

Col. in St. James’ Church, Char-

lottetown, P. E. I., 3 5 1
Col. West Branch E. River con-

gregation, 3 2 3

"Collection Gairloch congregation, 7 1 3

———

£23 12 1
1869. MISSIONARY SERVICES.
Nov., Cash Barltown cong'n, £810 ©
Dec., Cape John congregation, 15 8 11

W. B. River John congregation, 10 7 6

. B. East River congregation, 3 0 0
South River, Antigonishe, 411 3
£4117 8

W. Gozpon, Treasurer.
Pictou, Decr. 26th, 1860,

—_———————
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We trust that every ageat and member of
the Choreh will use every possible exertion to
make out large lists for the present year.
Much of the prosperity of a Church depends
on the manner in which its organ is support-
ed. Ourterms 3s. 11a or 62} cents per an:
num, payable in every case in advance. To
agents we are willing to allow a commission
of say 16 per ceat, or for every five subscrip-
tions we will aend six copies of the Record.

All communieations intended for insertion
are to ba addressed to the cditor, John Cost-
ley, Pictou. Those of a business character
to Mr. William Jack, Secretary.

The Reocord will ia future be published o

t

the first and third Saturday of each meuth.



