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A NEW temperance colony has been organized in
New Zealand. It occupies lands about seventy miles
from Auckland,

ARMY coffec taverns are being established for the
British soldier. The Queen, it is sald, is greatly in.
tezested in the movement,

NELOTIATIONS for union are in progress between
the United 'resbyterian Church of the United States
and the Associate Reformed Church of the South,

« THE Churches of Protestant Switzerland have fixed
upon January 1st, 1884, as the 3jcoth anniversary of
the bitth of Zwingle, the immortal reformer of Zurich.

A TRAHMIN graduate of Madras University is re-
ported to have said, ** If I were a missionary I would
never argue ; 1 would simply give the Bible and say,
Read that.”

THE success of the evangelistic work cnrricg r*
ward in the Italian army is manifested Wy fhe Tact
that within the last nine years 700 of its soldiers have

professed their faith in Christ.

Tue annual report of the foreign missions of the
Free Church of Scotland Jor 18%0-81 is an encourag-
ing one, shewing an advance in contributions of over
§43,.000 above the previous year, making its receipts
$§324.0%0.

—

1.17T1LE more than forty years ago the Fiji Islanders
were all savages. Now out of & population of 120,000
thete are 102,000 who worship regularly in the
churches, and these contribute $15,000 a year to re-
ligious ubjects.

As the Ritualists have not yet been able to agree
among themselves about the proper forms and cete-
monies, 2 Conference is to be held this month, in
England, with purpose to cnine to some conclusion in
the matier, if passible.

EIGHT Jesuits, expelled from France, have arrived
in (}uebec, two of whom are to go to the United States
for their health, one will remain in Quebec, and five
have been invited to take reluge in the house of the
Jesuit Fathers of Moatreal.

WE notice with regret the sudden death in Prince
Edward Jsland, on the 4thinst., of the Rev. Lach-
lan Taylor, D.D., so long and favourably known as a
minister of the Methodist Church, as General Secre-
tary of its Missionary Society, and as Agent of the
Bible Society.

A LATE number of the * Christian Intelligencer "
has this sentence . * We are persuaded that thereis a
gradual breaking down of the popular feeling of the
sacredness of the Lord’s day, and we fear Christians
are more responsible for this than they are wiiling to
acknowledge.”

Me, FREDERIC HARRISON, the positivist, deals an
unexpected blow at agnosticism in the “ Nineteenth
Century” for August. Mr. Harrison declares that
agnostictsm destroys morahty and religion, and sug-
gested that a mother might as well be told to bring up
her child on the binomial theorem as on the so-called
truths of agnosticism.

-

Two Mexican elders, Senor hodrigues and senor
Chacom, were examined and licensed to preach the
Gospel by the Presbytery of Fucblo. The examina-
tion was conducted through an interpreter. They
passed a severe examination on the evidences of their
conversion, personal piety, knowledge of the Scrip-
tures, and ot alt the icading doctnaes of grace, par-
ucularly justification by fauh.

Tuk “London Chronicle” reports the murder of
native helpers and their families— twelve person in
all --at Kalo, New Guinea, An attempt was also
made te kill four native boys who were with the panty,
but they escaped by swimming. No provocation was
given, and it is supposed that the attack grew out of
jealousy, because the missionaries gathered thatch
themselves instead of buying it of the natives,

Tug bill recently passed by the British House of
Commons enacting that public houses in W.les be
closed on the Sabbath, is hailed with satisfaction by
the more respectable inhabitants of that principality,
At a recent meeting of the Flintshire Presbytery of
Calvinistic churches a resolution was passed express.
ing thanks to the Prime Minister and the honourable
member for the Flint Boroughs for their support of
the measure,

AN Armenian weaver was converted at Aintab, and,
returning to Urfa, engaged in evangelistic work. The
result was the formation of an evangelical church
which now numbers 1,400 souls. 1s God, then, raising
up “children unto Abraham” on the very spot where
Abraham lived and prayed in the days of his youth
and early manhood four thousand years ago? Itis
even so, if the Modern Urfy, as it is gencrally sup-
rosed to be, the ancient * Ur of the Chaldees.”

THE Glasgow Iree Presbytery met on August
23rd with a crowded meeting of the congregation and
oftice-bearers of the Argyll Church, and received
answers te numerous questions put to both parties
regarding the scandalous meeting on the 29th July
last. Rev. Mr. Campbell made a statement on behalf
of one party, and Mr. McNair on behalf of another
The Presbytery then adjourned till 5th September,in
order to have t‘me to consider its decision. The
Moderator congratulated the meeting upon its orderly
proceedings. ’

THE * Sunday School Times” very respectfully and
with the utmost delicacy ventures to submit a few
pertinent questions for the consideration of those
whom they may concern : ** Have you been to any of
these summer Sunday school assemblies? If y
have, what good have you gained from them? Whit
sugpestion that you reccived the:e are you going to
make practically useful 1n your teaching? In what
direction 15 the enthusiasm or the inspiration which
was there given to you to be felt in your Sunday
school work? It 1s one thing to say that you had a
real pood tume there; and 1t 1s another thing to shew
that you gained any good whatsoever.”

“ 1T is said,” says the * Dominion Churchman,”
“qhat the Rev. John B. Eskndge, ordained a couple
of years ago by the Bishop of Chichester, has been
received inte the Romian commumon by Cardinal
Manning. Mr. Eskndge comes from a Nonconform-
ist family. Another illustration of the fact we have
so often observed that, *Extremes are very apt to
meet;?’ and also helping to shew that great cauton
should be mamfested 1n ordaining mnen who come to
us from the Nenconforming bodies—they so oiten go
over to Rome!” Yes, Mr. High Churchman, they
started for Rome when they left the Nonconformsts,
and they only stopped a little while at the half-way
house.

AN associatien has been formed 1n Scotland for the
purpose of * aiding School Boards un the inspection
of religios 1ostruction.”  This association sends out
ministers or other competent men to examine and
report as to how this matter is attended to in the
public schools. The Edinburgh *‘ Weekly Review”
of August 27th says. * The Rev. Di. Christie has
inspected the teaching in the schools, seventeen in
number, under the school boards of Dutness, Lddia
chylus, Glenrinnes, North Uist, Strichen, and Kinin-
month. Detailed reports have been transmitted to
the several School Boards regatding the conditio.. of
rehigwous iasttuction sa each school.  The cunditions
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But, notwithstanding such variations, not a few even
in Gaelic.speaking districts have been reported as
excellent, and in all th¥ instruction has been faith-
fully imparted.”

Naow that the Welsh Sunday Closing Bill has passed
both Houses of Parliament, and has reccived the
royal assent, L.ngland is the only section of the United
Kingdom 1n which the public selling of liquor on
Sunday is legal.  In same scctions of the Kingdom,
however, the Sunday hyuor laws are practically dead
letter, on account of the privileges granted to hotels
to supply travellers, who are such in good faith, with
liquor. On the lughways leading to and from some
ol the large towns, a steady strcam of habitual drinkers
may be seen tramping out three or four miles to the
nearest country hotel, there to announce themselves
as bona fide travellers, and to obtain the much desired
alcoholic refreshment.  So great did this evil become,
that, in Scotland for instance, the term “dona fide
traveller  ir popular slang denotes a habitual drunk.
ard.  Uf late years, this evil has been much chegked
by shaip police surveillance of the lower class of
hotels.

THE Working Men’s Lord’s Day Rest Association,
of Bedford row, Londen, England, has just issued an
appeal to the public, printed on a large six-sheet
double-crown pill, as follows: *The Sabbath was
made for man, Why not for therailwayman? \Why
not for the cab, omnibus, and tramway men? Thou-
sands of these working men have no day of res.
They work ten to cighteen hours a day seven days a
week. Lnglhshmen ' do not enslave your fellow-men
by employing them in needless Sunday work, If
you would not like to work yourselves on Sundays,
don't make cthers work for you on that day.” The
opinion of the late Lord Beaconsfield is quoted, He
sud : “Of all divine institutions the most divine is
that which secures a day ot rest for man. I holditto
be the most valuable blessing ever conceded to man,
It is the corner stone of civilization, and its removal
might even affect the health of the people” Mr.
G’adstone'’s opinion is also given, as follows : * The
rehigious observance of Sunday is a main prop of the
rehigious character of the country. From a moral,
social, and physical point of view, the observance of
Sunday isa duty of absolute consequence.”

REV. Jusepi Cook, in a letter dated Bonn, July
8 h, wntes of * Theodore Christlieb and Garman
Cnurch Life.” He says Professor Christlieb (of the
Bonn University) is ¢ perhaps the most incisive and
quickemng Univereity preacher in Germany, one of
the most accomphshed Christian apslog:sts of modern
times,” besides being *‘an evangelical aggressive re-
former, who has not forgotten how to get on his
knees” Mr Cook was twice present at the weekly
B ble-meeting in the Bonn Scotch Presbyterian
Church, ia which the gifted Professor regularly takes
part. He goes on to say: “Incredible as it may
seem, Professor Christlieb’s participation in this de-
votional meeting finds critics among the adlhierents of
an ossified confessionalism in the German State
Churches. Lukewarm and arrogant Broad Church
preachers, who think that the baptism of infants and
the confirmation of boys and girls at the age of four-
teen in the Establishment are nearly, or quite, saving
ordinances, and who make little or no distinction
between the converted and the unconverted in thewr
congregations, are naturally much annoyed by the
emphasis with which Professor Chnistlieb teaches the
doctrine of the necessity of the New Birth.  Loose and
liberalistic theological professors look coldly or with
positive aversion on this gathering of a few devout
and cultured people in Bonn, and deprecates its spirit.
aal earnestness as divisive and pharisaical.  Pieuch-
ing which makes no cffective distinction between the
regenerate and the unregenerate, Professor Christlieh
regards as the chief curse of the German State
Church, and he speaks of it with spiritual horror, as
flattering souls to perdition. It is, most unhappily,
a very iare thing indeed for theological students in

under which such instruction is imparted vary greatly. | Germany to hold prayer-meetings among themselves.”

\
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RY M PAISWRATIRR,

In a great mixed multitude of people inhabiting so
vast an area of country as that of India, we might
reasonably expect to find every graae of civilization
from the most debased and prutalized to the most
cultivated, thoughtful and philosephic of mankind;
and such an expectation would be veritied.

The characteristics of a nation may bLe obtained
principally from three sources, viz.: from the diift of
the laws, popular maxims and ordinary practice of the
people. A few grand underlying principles of belief
and custom doubtless are true of the masses, but they
are such as might be formulated of any contrasted
nationalities as well as of the different divisions of the
Hindoos. No strictly true detinitions ecither of law,
maxim or custom may be referred to the whole of the
Indian people or indeed even to a majorty of them.
In speaking, therefore, of the women of [ndia, these
facts must be carefully kept in view.

Up to the date of the Mohammedan conguest the
etiquette of seclusion and veiling were unknown in
India, It was the Mogul court fashion of the time
for ladies so to live, and was adopted by the Hindoos
as a precautionary measure. It is still deemed neces-
sary in the neighbourhood of large military towns,
crowded with a reckless foreign Soldiery. Under
British rule these customs have greatly declined in
rigidness, and now exist only amongst the most ex-
clusive and aristocratic of the familtes of Bengal and
the north-west provinces, or emigrants from these lo-
calities. Beauchanan in his “ Mysore” says truly
that in “speaking of the seclusion of Hindoo women
we must be understood to mean the higher classes
only, and even of these only such as dwell in those
parts of the country where the example of the Moham-
medans and the fear of their tawless passions prevailed,
for in general the women of India enjoy complete
freedom. Among the lower and middle ranks, indeed,
whose wives and daughters are required to aud in the
management of domestic concerns, in business, and

=even in the labours of agriculture, seclusion wouid be
impracticable. Throughout the Dehhan, where the
manners of the Hindoos have been least modified by
foreign influence, the women are upon much the same
footing with respect to liberty as they arewn Eutope.”

Col. Todd, than whom few knew India better, gives
the following :

“The superficial observer applies his own stand-
ard to the customs of all nations, and laments
with an affected philanthropy the degraded condition
of the Hindoo female, in which sentiment he would
find her little dispos.d to join, He particularly la-
ments her want of liberty and calls her seclusion
imprisonment. But from the knowledge I possess of
the freedom, the respect, the happinese, which R-j-
poot women enjoy, I am by no means inclined to
deplore their state as one of captivity.”

Bishop Heber, in writing of the peninsula proper,
says:

“ As there is among the cottagers no seclusion of
wornen, both sexes sit together round their evening
lamps in very cheerful conversation, and employ them-
selves either in weaving, spinning, or playing at a kind
of dominos.® He says it is untrue that the women,
in these parts at least, are ignorant of sewing, spinning
or embroidery, “inasmuch as, while the trade of
Dacca flourished, the sprigs, etc, which we seeon its
muslins, were very often the work of female hands.”
1do not think the majorfty of Hindoo women are
treated cruelly as a rule, yet cases too frequently
occur to startle and distress us with their ferocity,but
native law sanctions no such extremities. JMenu is
scarcely more severe on women than it is considered
proper to be in countries more pretentious in this
nineteenth century of ours. For equal labour, equally
well done in equal time, a woman receives less re-
muneration in India and America, the only reason
assignable being the difference in sex To edu-
cate a native woman in anything beyond her house-
kesping duties was—and in some parts still is—
considered inexpedient and dangerous, but things are
graduatly taking a better turn, and we might say they
only follow at the rear of the column of European
women's advance. It is not long since that higher

cducational seminaries even in America were closed
to women, and some are still inaccessible. It is now

well known that through the influence of women in
London-—such women as the late Mary Carpenter,
of London—that a grand educational scheme for Hin-
doo women was adopted by the Indian Govermment,
only a few years ago, It Is perhups costly at the
start, but it Is the only method by which a solid and
lasting work of this sort could be established. There
has been founded at least three women's vernacular
normal schools, with associated model schools on the
Kindergnrten plan—one at Poona, in the Deccan;
one at Jabbalpoor, and another at Lahore, each
under the superintendence of an English lady prin.
cipal. They admit only Brahmini women and girls.
Government officials knew well that the people were
too poor to pay cven a trivial sum for the education of
these women ; and the fact soon became apparent that
until the pupils were remunerated for their time,
regular attendance could not be sezured or anything
satisfactory done.  Accordingly, each pupil in the
primary model department is paid twenty-five cents
per month, and advances proportionately through all
the classes until in the highest or graduating class of
the Nurmal each pupil receives the sum of §3 per
month, If a pupil proves unadapted to teaching—
the graduating class teach as monitors under the
supervision of the model teacher, who is also English
—she is thrown out and another advanced to her
place. The examinations are conducted by the super-
intendent of vernacular schools for westera [udia.
Here is a grand owtlet for the talent of Brahmini
child widows. Hindoo children are quite as clever to
learn, quite as easily taught, and more easy to con-
trol than white children. When taught, they make
very clever teachers, and there is abundant demand
for their services. Several graduates from the Poona
schools have obtained situations as governesses in
noble Hindoo families, and receive salaries eqnal to
that which the Presbyterian Church in Canada as-
signed her lady missionaries for the first five years of
their life in the East. This Poona school is under
the able management of Mrs. James Mitchell, widow
of the late Rev. J. Mitchell, D.D., father and founder
of the Free Church Missions at Poona.

Yet this must not count for voo much, it is only an
experiment, but so far a success and a hopeful sign of
the imes. There are multitudes of men in India who
deny a woman’s right to the power of knowledge, as
we might expect. 1 remember an illustration of this
in my own work at Indore. [ had for some time
been teaching the young wife of a native gentleman,
clerk in the Public Works Department. One day he
called upon me with the request that I should desist
from giving his wife any further instruction.  He said
that she was making good headway, was indeed
clever, while he was a clerk in oftice and obliged to
work. At night he was too tired toIstudy ; his wile,
he stated, had all day to read, and presently he re-
matked, * She will be more learned than §, and then
how ashamed I shall be.” Poor honest man 3 he at
least was not indifferent as to the estimation in which
he was held by the ladies of his house.

\When, in 1878, Miss Helen \Watson, of Reading,
England, won the prize for the Bachelor of Science
Examination at the University of London, first divi-
sion, the English press everywhere commented upon
the matter, praising the gentle, sweet, womanly girl
who had so brilliantly acquitted herself. The Indian
venacular press took up the subject, and great was
the ewvident alarm least women should under such
tuition became too clever altogether. Yet women
once had their day even in India. Menu, their law-
giver, in his famous  Statutes,” says :

“\Woman must be honoured and adorned by fa-
thers, brethren, husbands, and husbands’ hrethsen,
if they scek abundant prosperity.” “To a maiden,
to a bride, to the sick, and to pregnant women,
let him give food, and even before his guests, with-
out hesitation.” Yet he decides that no woman is
to “act according to ber mere pleasuse” Itisa
common saying that “where females are honoured
there the deities are pleased.”” * \Where female rela-
tions are made miscrable the family of him who
makes them so very soon wholly perishes.” 1 need
not multiply instances further, but tumn now to the
common practice of to-day and see how these laws
and maxims are respected in usage.

It is considered impolitic, and, above all, unlucky,
to speak wellof awoman. A man shrinks from men-
tioning his wife's name, and the wife will never speak
that of her husband, although she may write it and

band it to you, but term one another as father or mo-

ther of the eldest child, A tnother has always )y

privilege of naming her children, but the anncunce.

ment is always made by thafather. This indirectney |
of address looks strange and unnatural to us,butere §
on a time there was good reason for such custom. [; g

is the scar remaining which paints us back toa pan.
ful past of rapine and conquest, and the memory o
which has not yet become wholly defcced.  Itis tro
that it is fashionable to speak tontempiunasly of the
sex, yet in the “ domestic republic” women have be)
a voice and an influence. [n the higher ranks of 14 )
in Central India among the Rajpoots they certainy
take their place both in goveenment and politics, asd
prove themselves the most skilful, ambitious and da
termined of inteiguers.

—_— e e

t HE ELDERSHIP,

MR. EDMTOR,—In the Rev, Mr. Laing's sixth paper B

in answer to the question, " Why are you a Presby.
terian,” itissaid : * The elders in Scripture are all of

‘equal authority ; hence the Presbyterian assertion of |
“the parity in the eldership.  This, however, is notis

consistent with the existence of two classes, (1) those T

who rule, and (2) those who rule and also labour i
word and doctrine. The first may be able to rule efS.
ciently while giving their time to some honest caliirg
for a livelihood ; whereas, the whale time and atten.
tion of one who labours in word and doctrine is 1&
quired for the work., Hence the distinction betwee
the ruling and teaching elder, both presbyter bishops,
but called and set apart to chfferent work in the
Mhiich of God”  With these statements I have o
fault to find, but have to express wonder that tke
writer, when acting as Presbyterian apologist, shoull
have avoided allusion to the glaring inconsistency of
the practice of Presbyterians with the Scriptural pris.
ciple, which Mr. Laing succinctly states in these
words : ““ The elders in Scripture are all of equal
authority.” Now, all know, who are acquainted witk
our Church courts, that one teaching elder isequal ia
autbority, or voting power, to two ruling elders ia
any case ; and where congregations, owing to large:

ness, have 2 numerous ruling eldership, one teaching [

elder may be equal to twenty ruling elders.  Theonly
exception to this is in the Kirk session, where the
teaching and the ruling elder are equal as regards
deliberative and judicial authority, though even there
the ruling elder is stamped with inferiority, inasmuch
as he may not act as president or moderator, Itmay
be safely asserted that in Presbytery, Synod and As.
sembly, every teaching elder is equal 1n authority to

four ruling clders, as it is certainly a low average to E&

allow four ruling elders to each congregation. Now,
this practice ought cither to terminate, or we must
relinquish not the least important, if not the most
important, Scripture argument for Presbyterianism
The writer has never heard a defence of the starng
contrariety of our practice to our profession, anent
the eldership, that did not excite his pity and cause
him to blush for the party attempting to defend it. It
is greatly to be regretted that at the last union the
united Church perpetuated the superiority of teaching
elders by enjoining that neither a Presbytery, nor a
Synod, nor an Assembly, can be constituted unless
thsy form the majority, and that no session can be
constituted unless a teaching elder preside. And
consuetude or custom forbids any ruling elder occu.
pying the moderator’s chair in the other courts of the
Church. These things sadiy blur our otherwise
Bible-sanctioned Presbyterianism. There 18 wortk
awaiting the younger and more ealightened teachng
clders in our Church.
and practice of everything that savours of priestly
domination. God's Word, the spirit of the age and
their own honour, demaud this.
Sept, 6th, 1881, AN AGED TEACHING ELDER

SUSTENTATION FUND.

PY REV. JOHN LAING, M.A.

Itis matter for congratulation that the best method
of doing something more than we have been able to
accomplish in the past for the sustentation of the
ministry, is to come before the Presbyteries for con-
sideration. The last General Assembly appointed a
committeee * to draw up a detailed scheme for the
adequate support of the ministry, with the overture
on this subject and the scheme for a sustentation
fund, to be taken into consideration for their guid-
ance in thematter.” The Assembly aiso resolved “to

It is for them to rid her policy -
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it the detailed scheme . . . along with the Sus-
. ation Scheme to the Presbyteries of the Church,
IBstructions to report as to their preference of the
Or the other, and to make suggestions in regard
Sther, 50 as to guide the General Assembly in its
¢ action.”

© Overture of Mr. King, which is above referred
» While adhering to the principle of the present
ing ¢ h:wntal scheme, suggests the expediency of mak-
the ,, | 8CS in the constitution of the Fund, and in
. ©s for its administration. That such action is
i SSirable will be generally conceded. The de-
Mo, ~cheme when published will shew how far these
Poseq .changes are to go, and how much such a
ﬁo:ﬂus will differ from that known as “ the, sustenta-
,embicheme,” submitted by Mr. McLeod at last As-
e, Y In my opinion, any difference will be merely
Paratively unimportant details, for both schemes
Se that a fund shall be provided by voluntary

Com
Popg
:ﬁ:‘bﬂtions for congregations which are self-sus-
to oy B 30d that this fund shall be divided according
10 regulations among congregations which are
o ‘:ustaining. It is true that * the sustentation
speaks of a “minimum stipend” and “a
%"n basis,” but what the former will be must
g th on the number of aid-receiving congregations
i"he ¢ amount raised each year, and what the latter
toy. Scheme does not shew. Probably the scheine
.mbpfepared will go fully into all these points and
® framed in view of the valuable experience of
. Nted Presbyterian Church in Scotland, where
It "Pplemental plan has clearly succeeded.
a, - Mot my purpose to criticise either of the schemes
Asem; but in the discussion which took place in
gy o5embly it was stated and afterwards assumed
"“ld € essential difference between a supplemental
pn .a‘“? a sustentation fund is, that the former looks
th"’{? to the congregation to support its minister,
%: Church only comes in #» aid, when the con.
‘i'ingmn cannot fully do this, by supplementing, z..,
Ndie a sum larger or smaller, as may be judged ex-
’i‘ternt’ from a fund raised for this purpose. The
%ist oks primarily to the Church to support the
er, Providing what is necessary, and leaving
Yy SOngregation to supplement the stipend as they
th, - 2ble. I am of those who think that the latter
tithe, tter plan, although I am far from claiming for
thy e 3 Jus divinum or even greater accordance with
M'““ls of Presbyterianism. Both plans work well,
&"he ave only to ask, which is the more suitable
55%: C.hurch in Canada? and what detailed regu-
U, Will make it most efficient ?
%i;meﬂy thought that there was no hope of over-
L N 8 the gifficulties with which the establishment
O Stentation fund must be attended ; but the dis-
Uy m:has brought to light a willingness to consider
tter, and even a preference of it in some
W s;? where I did not expect to find it ; and as I
'tougl:sfled a general sustentation fund can be
-9 i the great part of our larger congregations
% oy Y and country are willing to go into it, 1
gy , “OUraged to hope that after a more full duscus-
tvag . 20did consideration of the benefits to be
Tom such a scheme, it will commend itself to
Urch a5 the more excellent way of receiving an
l toe Support for the ministry. I may by-and-by
think Some of the hoped-for advantages, although
‘ ’ihl‘t almost unnecessary to dwell upon them ;
h}ci e, I will shortly indicate and illustrate the
L S on which such a scheme may be framed.
ey , 25SUme that the whole Church should take
tthe whole ministry has an adequate sup-
"%Rs alters should be so far equalized that the
N uld help the weak, and ‘that a faithful min-
%4 , 8 an important, but weak or poor charge,
Wy, adequately maintained as much as another,
eal 1S superior, who may be placed in a large
g atlhy Congregation, but perhaps for other
. s important position.
n"‘k that for this purpose there should be “a
iy thibas's ” of contribution and participation.
ige olf,k that perfect liberty should be left for the
g n C?lt.lstian liberality, so that neither congre-
Minister will be discouraged by finding that
® of giving only makes the supplement less,
org © least liberal are the most aided.
L Tha Micularly for these ends I propose :
Bre ti:here be a common fund into which every
wijy ¢ " Shall pay in proportion to its members,
Thy oM the sustentation fund.
. €re be a common minimum rate of con-

gi!
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tribution—say $3 per communicant. Congregations
may pay at a higher rate if they please, but none may
pay at a lower rate. -

3. This fund shall then be equally divided among
all the congregations paying into the fund.

4. In addition to this equal dividend, each congre-
gation may pay any sum they please to their minister.
His stipend will thus consist of the equal dividend
and such other additional sum as his individual charge
may raise.

Now, let us try to apply these regulations. The
Statistical Report of last Assembly will be near
enough to the true state of the case to enable us to
form a general estimate of the feasibility of the
scheme. The number of communicants reported is
alnfost 113,000. At $3 each we would have a fund of
339,000. The number of charges, exclusive of Mani-
toba, is 730. The equal dividend would thus be
$339,000+730, almost $465. In this way every min-
ister would receive $450 annually from the Common
Fund, and his congregation might add thereto until
the stipend reached $3,000, or $4,000 if they should
see fit. Now, $3,000 per annum is not quite one cent
per day, or say six cents per week. Surely our mem-
bership in the very poorest places can pay at that
average rate. Only two Presbyteries in the Church
come below that amount now, while some rise to
$6.07, $7 and $10.69. There may be congregations in
which a small proportion of the communicants could
not pay even that small sum, but a far larger propor-
tion would pay at twice that rate. Then adherents
would pay also, so that the average rate would be

most certainly reached.

But again, most congregations at present pay at a
higher rate. The vast majority reach $4 ; very many
$5, a goodly number $7, and some $11, and even
more. Now, if an average of $5 was contributed in
all the congregations, $3 going to the Sustentation
Fund, and equal dividend, and $2 to supplementing
the stipend, very few ministers would have smaller
stipends than at present, and none would be under
$650. If $7 were reached in about the same propor-
tion as at present there would be reached a minimum
of over $700, and no salary would be less than at
present. This, I think, can be attained if all will
co-operate. I am not, however, blind to the diffi-
culties which the promoters of such a scheme would
encounter in trying to introduce it. The following
table, prepared in reference to the Presbytery of
Hamilton, will make the plan proposed more clear.
The figures are from last report :
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$1$/% 88| $ci 53
1| Hamilton,Central Ch.| 732]/2196| 450|1464;3000[1914| 4 00|1182|1818
2 “ Knox Ch...| 507/1521| 450|1014 3000|1464| 6 0O 1971|1129
3 *“ McNst. Ch.| 448{1344] 450 396"2400 1346] 5 03]1380| 1020
4 ¢ St. P. Ch...{ 3601080 450| 720!2500|1170 7 0011680| 520
5{St. Catharines, F. Ch.| 266, 798/ 450/ 532|1200| 982 4 05| 849] 351
6/Caledonia, Argyle St.| 261 783 450| 522 850 972 3 25| 515/ 335
7|Dundas............ .| 260| 780 450| 520(1200| 970| 4 ob| 866 334
8|Oneida, etc ......... 260| 780! 450| 520{ 875 970| 3 36| 543 332
9/St. Catharines Knox.| 250| 750| 430| 500[1400| 950 § 06]1100| 300
10/Flamboro,. .. .. ve0s.. 225| 675 450| 450| 80o| 900 3 o5| 572( 328
11| Beverly......... .| 218) 654| 450 436] gos| 886/ 4 or| 68¢| 216
12/Grimsby, etc........| 194! 582| 450! 388 575/ 838 3 00, 450| 125
x3{)arvisand Walpole..} 180 540] 450| 360] 700! 810 4 oo 630| 70
14| Port Dover... 450| 350| 700| 8oo| 4 06! 730| 70
15 Thorold, etc.. 504/ 450; 336/1000, 786| 6 ooi gs4| 46
16| Burlington, etc. 165 495| 450| 3301000 780| 6 o2 978| 22
17|Ancaster, etc........| 153} 459 450| 306| 700| 756 4 o5! 680 20
18{Beamsville, etc....,. 152| 456| 450! 304| 700| 754| 4 05 678 22
19,St. Ann’s, etc .......| 151] 453| 430| 302| 6oo| 752 4 00| 6or{ *r
20|Binbrook ..........[ 134] 402| 450| 268 700| 718 5 02| 744| *44
21| Drummondyille ..... 131| 393 450] 262| 700\ 712{ 5 03| 750 *50
az{Hamilton, St. John's.| 130| 300| 450| 260|1500 710! 11 151509 *9
23|Waterdown ......... 127 381 450| 254] 700| 704 5 05| 767| *67
24|Strabane. ..., 110/ 3301 450( 220/ 700| 670 6 03| 813/*113
25/ Lynedoch, etc. .| 96| 288| 450 192 6oo| 642| 6 oz2| 750 *150
26 Dunville............| 94| 282 450| 188 400| 638 4 03] 572/*172
27|Niagara Falls....... 88| 264! 450| 170/ 700| 626 8 ool Bgo|*190
28|Caledonia, Suth. St..| 80| 240] 430| 160| 500, 610 7 06| 818 *318
29;Simcoe .,.. ! 80| 240 450| 160| goo| 610( 4 oo|rogo *190
30{Niagara.... 65| 195| 450| 130| 400| 580| 6 o0l 645| 245
31/ Welland, etc .+| 63] 189| 450| 126{ 600| 576| g o5| 859 ®259
32|Hamilton,Erskine Ch.| 59| 177 450| 1181000| 568 17 00|1276|®276
33| Vittoria ............| 57| 171] 450 114] 400| 564 7 oo| 678|%*278
34|Port Dalhousie...... 48| 144/ 450| 96| 400| 546/ 8 o3 704| 304
35'Port Colborne ...... o 48 144 450 96' 500' 546' 10 o4 763 263

* Surplus.

From this table a few things are manifest :

1. At an average contribution of $3, viz., $3 for Sus-
tentation Fund and $2 for additional amount, twenty-
three congregations would have a stipend of over

$700, and twelve would beunder. The highest salary
would be $1,914, and the lowest $546. ,

2. Atan average of $6, viz., $3 for sustentation and
$3 for additional amount, twenty-seven congrega-
tions would have a stipend of over $700, and eight
would be under. The highest salary would be $2,646,
and the lowest $594. :

3. At an average of $6.50 all the congregations, but
four, whose number of communicants is less than 63,
would have a stipend of $700, and the highest stipend
would be over $3,000.

6. At an average of $8 any congregation having a
roll of 50 communicants would reach the minimum
stipend of $700, and every congregation having over
100 members would have a stipend of $950. Larger
congregations at this rate would be able to give pro-
portionately larger salaries.

In this way the scheme might aim at the following
rules : :

1. All congregations having 50 communicants or
more shall participate in the fund.

2. The rate of contribution to the fund shall not be
less than $3 per communicant.

3. The minimum dividend will not be less than
$450.

4. The minimum stipend will be $700.

It is to be observed that these calculations are
based solely on the communion roll of the Church,
The additional contributions of adherents will go
towards working expenses and increasing the local
fund for stipend.

Let us now look at the objections :

1. Cily congregations are not to be expected to sup-
por? congregations in the country whick are not doing
their part. Answer—According to this scheme every
congregation must do its part so far as the equal divi-
dend is concerned ; and a city congregation is not
asked for any more in proportion to number than the
newest and smallest in the backwoods. The burden
of sustentation is egwalized—rich and poor, city and
country, old and new, fare alike, so far asregards con-
tribution. 2. City congregations have other heavy
expenses to bear, which are not known in the country,
and have to pay larger stipends. Answer—This is
admitted. But it can be shewn that by a liberality far
short of what some of the weak congregations shew at
present—by an average of $8 or $10, a large city con-
gregation can raise all that is thus required. Surely
this is attainable. 4. It is obvious from a glance at
the table that the congregations which would be most
affected by such a scheme are (1) city congregations
paying a large salary, or having a large membership
and a low rate of contribution, such as numbers 1, 2,
3-5; and (2) large country congregations, whose rate
is shamefully low, such as numbers 6, 8, 10, 12,
Surely it would be on the whole beneficial to bring up
such congregations to a higher average, and to make
large salaries depend upon the greater liberality of the
people rather than on the greater number. If these con-
gregations were dealt with in a proper manner, they
would in most cases consent to a re-arrangement which
is to benefit the Church as a whole, although it may
affect them for a time even seriously.

The advantages of such a scheme are: 1. Such a
degree of equalization of stipend as will enable good
men to take important charges, though numerically
weak, and remain there without being oppressed by
poverty. 2. The necessity for change would be very
much lessened ; and the desire for it would gradually
abate. There would be over fifty applications for a
hearing, chiefly from settled ministers, for every
vacancy paying $700 stipend. 3. Wherever local
causes made a large stipend necessary, the congrega-
tion would be encouraged to make such increase,
knowing that their liberality would not lessen the
equal dividend. With a supplemental fund it is al-
ways a delicate matter to deal with such cases. 4.
The whole Church would be equally interested in the
sustentation of the ministry, and every minister and
deacons’ court or board of managers would see it to
be their interest to have every member and adherent
doing what he or she could.

Having thus stated the principles of a common or
general Sustentation Fund, illustrated its workings,
and said a few things by way of meeting objections
and advocating the scheme, I would like the ministers

.and laity to consider the proposal deliberately. It

would help matters much if criticisms on the subject
generally from every point of view were given to the
Church. No more important matter can be brought
before our people ; and as all desire the best way for
providing adeqwate support for the ministry a cour-
eous discussion would be of great service,

Dundas, September, 1881,
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WHAT LOT LOST IN SODOM.

After picturing at some length the career of Lot in
Sodom, his wonderful prosperity and popularity, and
shrewd, worldly foresight, as the world would call it,
Mr. Moody makes the following estimate of his losses :

Now just take an inventory of what that man lost.
He lost twenty years of time. We don’t find that
he did any good down there at all; he didnt get
one Sodomite out. These worldly Christians that we
talk about having an influence over the world—where
isit? I would like to see it. Will you tell me where
there is a worldly Christian who has let down in the
start in order to reach men; where are the men he
bas reached? He is the man that suffers. Not
one man won to God in all those twenty years
by Lot. He lost all his property ; everything he
took to Sodom—he lost it all; he lost his family
all but his two daughters, and they were so stained
by the sin of Sodom that they soon fell into an awful
sin ; and the last thing we see of Lot is on the
mountain side, and he has fallen into that sin and be-
comes the father of the Moabites and Amalekites, that
afterwards were the enemies of God and His Church.
What a dark picture; it is the end of a poor back-
slider ; the end of a man that went to Sodom, and
lived for Sodom, and had to take Sodom’s judgment.

Ah, my friends, what a contrast between the end of
Lot and the end of Daniel, or of Eljah, or John the
Baptist, or any of those men who stood true to God.
How their names shine now upon the pages of history,
and how their light comes down through the centuries.
But look at Lot. What a wreck!

And yet this is the man whom the world calls suc-
cessful while he is living. I will venture to say if you
had gone down to Sodom twenty-four hours before
destruction came upon that city they would have told
you he was the most successful man in all the city.
Ah, there is many a man to-day who is just following
the footsteps of Lot, seeking to get wealth, seeking to
get position in this world, setting aside the God of
Abraham, setting aside the God of the Bible, and
trampling the prayers of their mothers and fathers un-
der their feet. They say, “ Give me wealth, and
will give you everything else.” Shall we not learn the

lesson? Shall we not profit by the lifeof Lot? I be-

lieve that is what these lives are recorded for.

Fathers, let me ask this question to-night : What
are your sons? Where are your chiidren now? Come
—Jet the question come home to each one of you—
where are they? And if they have gone astray, who
is to blame ? Who is to blame?

I heard not long ago of a young man who came
home a number of times drunk, and the servants told
the father of it, and he says: “ Well, I will sit up to-
night, and-will see.” And he sat up until past mid-
night, and then he heard some one trying to get the
night-key in,and he listened and listened, and it was a
long time betore he got that night-key in; and the
father went and stood in the hall, and when his boy
came in he saw that he was drunk, and he ordered
him out of the house ; and he says : ¢ Don’t you ever
shew yourself here again ; I will not have you coming
to my house and disgracing me.” But after the son
had been gone a little while the father couldn’t sleep,
and he got to thinking that he was the first one that
put temptation in the way of that boy. He had liquor
upon his own table, and he says, “Well, now, [ am to
blame.” And he got out of bed and dressed himself,
and went out upon the streets and asked a policeman
if he had seen this young men, and he hunted for
hours, and at last he found his drunken son and he
brought him home ; and when he became sober, he
says, *“My son, I am more to blame than you are ;”
and he wept over him, and asked his boy to forgive
him, and he says, “ Now let us try to lead different
lives.” And the father set that boy an example and
saved him. There is many a man who has just ruined
his own sons ; who has taken them in the way of temp-
tation, and they have gone astray. Oh, may God shew
us, as fathers, to-day the importance of living rightly

before our children ; and if we are doing anything—

" any business that is dishonourable—in order to make
money for our children, better a thousand times for
us to leave them a clean record, a clean character,
than to leave them millions of money that we have
not got honestly. 1 tell you we got to have a good
deal shrewder and smarter children than we have at

the present time to keep the money that has been
gathered dishonestly. I tell you the child don’t live
that can hold it, and it is a good deal better to leave
them less and live with God, and leave them a good,
clean character, such as Daniel left in Babylon, than
it is to take them down to Sodom and live as Lot did,
and have judgment come upon them, perhaps, after
we are dead and gone.”

THE PAGEANT ON TIME'S RIVER.

Down the mysterious river Time
What pageant strange is gliding,

In summer’s heat nor winter’s rime
One moment still abiding !

Sorrow and Joy, and Love and Hate,
On its dark tide are boating—

Gay Pleasure’s skift skims on elate,
Pale Want’s can scarce keep floating.

Art, Science, Trade, Religion rear
Proud vessels as for ever—

White temples, halls, and domes appear,
That move with the moving river.

In the gardens of floating palaces
Rich sculptured forms are glancing ;

On the plasters of floating galleries
Fair frescoes are entrancing.

Sounds the minstrel’s lyre through the bannered hall,
Renowned in song and story ;

Yet oft will the sudden tempest fall,
And whelm the floating glory.

Sweet Childhood singing, wreathed with flowers,
Sails on with Hope and Wonder,

Life’s Rapids far off sporting showers,
With music in their thunder !

Beauty and Genius, Valour, Youth,
In varied craft are sailing ;

But ever and anon, in truth,
Some sink midst bitter wailing,

Faith, with Repentance at her beck,
Is down the river going,

While true Prayer kneeleth on the deck,
The stars above her glowing.

Of Church and State the greatest, least,
In yacht, or yawl, or wherry,

The king, the churl, the judge, the priest—
All float down sad or merry,

With here a nuptial song and shout
From barge with silken awning,

And there a splash from a corpse thrown out,
At noon, or night, or dawning.

Malice and Envy, Lust and Fear,
With dynamite are stealing,

Worth, Innocence, and Justice near
Firebrands and death concealing.

With muffled oar the Assassin moves,

In haste before to-morrow . .
To slay the Chief the people loves,

And drown the land in sorrow.

A nation’s wealth on the river rolls—
Nay more, the whole world’s treasure,
A convoy of immortal souls
For endless woe or pleasure,

1In shade or shine, by night and day,
The vast fleet on careereth,

To music sad, or music gay,
While sun or moon appeareth.

What power its onward course can stay?
Or check the attraction given

By that resistless magnet’s sway—
The Judgment-Throne of Heaven?

No power the progress can command
Of that strange rushing river,
Until the Angel forth shall stand,
One foot on sea, and one on land,
Lifting to heaven his holy hand,
And swear by Him who lives forever,
That flow no longer will Time’s river.
Paris, Ontario. JAMES BALLANTINE.

REASON AND\FAITI{.

« Reason and faith,” says one of our old divines with
the quaintness characteristic of his day, “resemble
the two sons of the patriarch. Reason is the first-
born, but faith inherits the blessing.” The image is
ingenious and the antithesis striking, but nevertheless
the sentiment is far from just. It is hardly right to
represent faith as younger than reason, the fact un-
doubtedly being that human beings trust and believe
long before they reason or know. The truth is, that
both reason and faith are coeval with the nature of
man, and were designed to dwell in his heart together.
They are, and ever were, and in such creatures as our-
selves must be, reciprocally complementary ; neither

acceptable faith without reason for so exercising !

that is, without exercising reason while we exer® |

faith—as it is to apprehend by our reason, excl"s“&,
of faith, all the truths on which we are comf
daily to act, whether in relation to this world of n
next. Neither is it right to represent either of f
as failing of the promised heritage, except as both ™
fail alike by perversion from their true end, a8 ulﬂ‘
pravation of their genuine nature ; for if to the™ o
of which the New Testament speaks so much
liar blessing is promised, it is evident from th
volume that it is not a faith without reason, any
than a “faith without works,” which is comma® y
by the author of Christianity. And this is suffic
proved by the injunction “to be ready to give aT™ g
for the hope,” and therefore for faith, “ which ¥
you.” of
If therefore we were to imitate the quainm‘s:ﬂ
the old divine on whose dictum we have bees .
menting, we should rather compare reason 30% 4
to the two trusty spies, “faithful amongst the [;‘,d
less,” who confirmed each other’s report of “that &
Jand which flowed with milk and honey,” and t°b:,,
of whom the promise of a rich inheritance d‘ereth’,
given, and in due time amply redeemed. Or )
if we might be permitted to pursue the same ¥V*
little further, and throw over our shoulder for 2 ")
ment that mantle of allegory which none but v y,r
could wear long and wear gracefully, we would
sent reason and faith as twin-born—the on€ in ‘ o
and feature the image of manly beauty, the ot po?
feminine grace and loveliness, but to each © gb‘
alas ! is allotted a sad privation. While the “ oy
eyes of reason are full of piercing and restless ”;lw
gence, his ear is closed to sound ; and while 3‘tbs’
an ear of exquisite delicacy, on her sighless o
she lifts them toward heaven, the sunbeam P
vain. Hand in hand, in mutual love, the bfod,’er a1
sister pursue their way through a world on ¥ ! c"’{
breaks and night falls alternately. By day the e o
reason are the guide of faith, and by night the
faith is the guide of reason,—FHenry Rogers.

oVERBS'
’ ¢

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN 1HE PR

The writer of these lines, in looking back ov:tfgd k

teachings of his early life, desires to recor tbm th¢
that to no one thing is he more indebied that .
memorizing, when a child, of some of the cxcbbatl‘
instructions in the book of “ Proverbs.” On Sﬂbd 10,
afternoon it was the custom of a beloved IrlOts un‘ﬂ
have us repeat after her one of these Prover or i
we were familiar with it, and could recite 2 olo®
without the mistake of a word. The Sabbat® ' .og
ing, before learning the new verse, those ?lr uﬂ‘bd
mitted were again repeated, and thus quite @ ¢

of these admirable counsels to the young‘wﬂ sed
ured up in the storehouse of memory.: n ,“e

they entered into the very being of our life:

bt
had more to do with the formation of th"“gt ead"‘ ;

. . r
feeling, of sentiment and act, than all othe

3l
and books combined. They powerfully ,estfgoo&
from wrong-doing and wonderfuily incited wr
We recall an instance of this. Shortly 2 tef
home, when in the new and trying scenes .
life—just on the point of being carried 2%
temptations of godless associates— the nm.e“ My
of the proverb was recailed to our ﬂ“f‘ .t once
if sinmers entice thee, consent thov not.
spell of evil was broken, and we escap®
of the snare of the fowler.

Not a few of these “ proverbs ¢ s
and to the treatment and bearing tha poaty
manifested towards them. “The
is a crown of glory, if it be found in the

eousness.” Respect for the aged was th e |

of the early inculcation of this sentiment: 2 ifest
desire of being helpful to such persons " nd f‘ht [
self in practical efforts for their Co_mfo pis D€ s
The proverb, “ A good man is mercifv to naﬂ‘c?t:t
led to kindness to all dumb animals, 8%
efforts for their welfare, «Remove 27
landmark,” again and again led to 2 life
protect others in their legal rights as 1€8
and happiness to the wronged and hel ot
the result. . as of the $"§ H
One of these proverbs, especially; ¥ we O o’ it
est personal benefit to the writef 207 g “spl”

to refute the idea that the Proverbs _“: o Cchris?
ual,” and ‘do not deserve the attenti®

e

the

a
o |

eavi"‘ :

e
oth
» related t:o gd pe I

can exclude the other. It isimpossibleto exefcis‘,‘: i
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parents in the training of their children. This pro-
yeth was the memorable one, 1 love them that love
e, and they that seek Me early shall find Me,” ‘This
prssage was as the very voice of God to our young
heatt, and fts laving words thnlled our inmost soul.
['ven now we ran conceive of nothing more touching
than this kindly call from God to His children, It
gives them the assurance of His love, the assurance
of His nearness, and the certainty of their finding
fim whom they love,

at Gud and the creature man all disappears in our
Father's love and our Father's call,

\We thetefore ditect the attention of parents to this
evellent method of family teaching.  Better than all
¢hse is the simple instruction of the THvine \Wond, It
is within the reach of all. Little children who are
begtuning to lisp can repeat these brief proverbs,
When once committed, they can be recited over and
over. In tima they can be explained, and they will
become the powerful factors of a twe spintual hife
and active godliness.— The Workman,

GUUGH'S SATIRE,

Joha B, Gieugh, in his Iate haok called ** Sunlight and
Shadow,” givesus anantimation of that te which many of cur
chuschies mie sduitingg 1 theit excecding hilesahity of dontrine
and practive. e says:

* Jesus Christ said to His disciples, ' I have chosen
youout of the world.! We seem to be ignoring that ;
and 1 ask, What amuscment or pursuit is there fol-
fowed by the unbeliever, that is not followed or de-
fended by some Chiistians?  Cards, dancing, theatres,
operas, wine and liquor drinking, gambling, all these
are patronized and defended by some who 2re mem.
bers of Christ’s body- the Church. I have witnessed
the solemnn service of admitting new members into the
Church, and heard those received assent to the doc-
trines and covenant ; in which act they promised to
follow the Lord Christ. And 1 have sometimes
imagined themat the theatre,at the card-table, or in the
tall.room, notwithstanding their solemn vows in this
impressive service, and the idea seemed so inconsistent
as to become revolting, Perhaps we are becoming
more liberal and less scriptural ; but I own it would be
a strange thing to hear {from among the pulpit notices,
one read like the following :

“There will be a prayer-niceting next Wednesday
evening, at half-past seven, to last an hour, after
which there will be a social dance in the church
parloars,

“*The \Whist Club will meet at Brother White's
\Wines, spirits, and cigars will be fumished. Only
whist, euchre, and seven-up will be permitted ; for we
must draw a line somewhere.

“*On Saturday afternoon, the Dramatic Suciety of
the Sunday school will rhearse, previous to giving a
public exhibition, The play will be the * Schoo! for
Scandal, sevised by the Superintendent,

“*\We propose cmitting our usual Thursday lecture,
as the opera comp2ny from New York will give
grand performance, and tk 2 members of our choir are
engaged for the chorus at the theatre on that evening.

%+ Qur usual monthly lottery for the Satbath school
library will be drawn at eight o'clock on Tuesday
evening. All are invited to attend.

“*A fair will be held on the 15th inst. in our church
parlours, to raise funds for a new billiard-table in the
gymnasium of the ~hurch. There will be several at
tractions . ratiing for some very elegant articles,
also the grab-bag, particularly for the children. We
hope to see a large attendance.  \We will now resume
our service by singing,

«**Far from my thoughts, vamn world, begone,”

wiy I GO 70 CHURCH ON RAINY
SALBATHS.

1 attend church on mainy Sabbaths because—

1. God has blessed the Lord's day and hallowed it,
making no exceptions for rainy Sabbaths.

2. I expect sy minister to be there, I should be
surprised if ke were to stay at home for the weather.

3. If his hands fall through weukness, I shall have
great reason to blame myeelf, unless I sustain him by
my prayers and tmy presence

4. By staying away I may lose the prayers which
bring God’s blessing, and the sermon that would have
done me great good.

5. My presence 1s more needful on Sabbaths, when
there are few, than on those days when the church is
crowded,

Ihe distance between the |

6, \Whatever station I hold in the church, my ex.
ample must iniluence others. If I stay away, why
may not they?

7. On any tniportant business rainy weather daes
nnt keep me at home, and church attendance iy, in
God's aight, very important.

8, Among the crowds of pleasure-seckers, 1 sce
that no weather keeps the delicate female from the
ball, the party, or the concert.

o, Among other blessings, such weather will shew
me on what foundation my fath 12 bult, 1t will prove
how much 1 love Chuist.  True love rarely fails to
meet an appointment,

1. Those who stay from «hurch because it is too
warm, or too cold, or too rainy, frequently absent
themselves on fair Sabbaths.,

11. Though excuses satisfy myself, they still must
undergo God's scruuny, and they must be well
grounded to bear that (St. Luke aiv, 13,

12. There 18 a spe taf promise, that where two ot
three meet together in God's name, He will be in the
midst of them.

13. An avoidable absence from the church is an in-
fallible evidence of spiritual decay. Disciples first
follow Christ at a distance, and then, like Peter, do
not know Him.

14. My faith is to be shewn by my self-denying
Christian life, and not by the rise or fall of the ther-
mometer.

15. Such yielding to surmountable dificulties pre.
pares for yielding to those merely imaginary, until
thousands never enter a church, and yet think they
have good reason for such neglect.

16. By a suitable arrangement on Saturday, I shall
be able to attend church without exhaustion ; other-
wise, my iate work on Saturday night must tend to
untit me for the Sabbath enjoyment of Christian
privileges.

17. | know not how many mere Sabbaths God may
give me; and it would be a poor prepara on for my
first Sabbath in heaven to have slighted .y last Sab-
bath on carth.—Frances Ridley Haver

WHAT SHE SAIV IN CHURCH.

s1e staid at home and she went to church. Aiter
dinner he asked her:

“ \What was the text, wife?"

* 0, scmething, somewhere 1n Generations ; I've
forgotten the chapter and verse. Mrs. High sat right
before me with a Mother Hubbard bonnet on. How
could 1 hear anything when 1 could not even see the
minister? [ wouldn't have worn such a looking thing
to church if I'd had to gone bareheaded.”

“ How did you like the new minister?”

*y, he's splendid | and Kate Darlin was there in a
Spanish lace cape that never cost a cent less than
fifty dollars; and they can't pay their butcher bills,
and 1’d wear cotton lace or go without any first.”

* 121d he say anything about the new mission fund ? *

“No; and the Jones girls were all ngged out n
ther yellow silks made over, you would have died
Jaughing to have seen them., Suach taste as those
girls have ; and the minister gasv e out that the Dorcas
Souety will mect at Suster Jones’ residence - that old
poky place.”

“ 1t scems that you didn't hear much of the ser-
mon ?”

“Well, I'm sure it's better to go to church, if you
don't hear the sermon, than to stay at home and read
the papers; and v, Harry | the new minister has a
lovely voice, 1t nearly put me to sleep. And did I
tell you that the Rich’s are home from Lurope, and
Mrs. Rich has a real camel’s-hair shawl on, and it
didn’t look like anything on Aer 27

A long silence, during which Harry thought of
several things, and his wife was busy contemplating
the sky or view, when she suddenly exclaimed ;

“There! I knew I'd forget to tell you something.
Would you believe it Harry, the fringe on Mrs. Jones’
paasol is an inch deeper than mine, and twice as
heavy ! O, dear! what a world of trouble this is.’—
Detroit Post and Tribuse.

“NOT NOWD

A story is told among the Russian peasants of an
old woman who at work in her house when the wise
men from the East passed hy on their way to find the
infant Christ, guided as they were by the star going
before them in the sky, “ Come with us,” they said,

¢ we are going to find the heavenly Child ; come with

us.” *1 will rome,” she replied, *but not just now,
Itut 1 will follow very soon, and overtake you, and
tind Him." But when her work was done, the wise
men hiad gone, and the star in the heavens had disag.
peared, and she never saw the nfant Child.

It is but a story, but one thut is full of instruction
and warning; for a similar story could be told of
thousands of human hearts, and confirmed by the
chatacter and destiny of thousands of human beings.
The <all to vome to Christ sounds in our ears, but we
are too busy with our duily work to heed it now. We
have no time just yet for the Bible, or the closet, or
the setious thought, ar for the hearkening to the voice
of conscience and the whispers of the Holy Spirit.
We are hke the Duke of Alva, who, when asked to
look at a remarkahle appearance in the skies, replied,
* 1 am too busy with things on earth to take time for
looking to the heavens.” \We are pressed with our
business, or building our hones, or looking after the
needs of out children, or laying up wealth for the
future, and the time for seeking Christ is delayed ;
and by the delay we have missed Him forever,

HOME SINGS.

Of all the spots on the Christian character, the
most obvious istemper. Each individual Christian is,
we trust, endeavouring to perform cacefully and faith-
fully his or her work in the wosld around for the Lord ;
each and all, we hope, desire to be ike Moses, faith.
ful stewards of the home charge, but they fail sooner in
the latter than in the former ; there are more difficul-
ties in shining for Jesus at home than in the world
outside our home,

One great hindrance to a home shining is a home
sin.  We may call some sins distinctly home sins, be.
cause they are never exhibited, perhaps never even
guessed at, outside our own cir¢le. And again, 1 re-
peat, the most terrible of all home sins is temper,
Too often we find Christians all graciousness and
sweetness in society, appearing (a« Rowland Hill puts
it) to be engrafted upon crab-trees in their own houses.

The most visible aspects of this sin—violent out-
bursts, sullen fits, and angey remonstrances—are so
odious 1n themselves that a Chrnistian possessed of
such an evil spint 1s generally on his guard, and
watches and mourns because of it. But there ate
various lesser degrees equally dishonouring to the
Lord Jesus, which are often permitted and yet con-
stantly sully the fair page of Christian testimony.
The want of gentleness in tone and look, the implied
sneer, the discourteous retort, the endue regard to our
own dignity when onended, the maintenance of our
own opinions simply because they are our own, and
in spite of the irritation we know they will cause, the
painful allusion or ill-timed jest, are all fruits of the
crab-tree.

LOST TIME.

Lost wealth may be restored by industrious and
frugal endeavour , wrecked health may sometimes be
regamned by temperance and self-dental, forgotten
knowledge may be brought back by ezrnest study ;
friends that have been alienated may be won again
by assiduous attention, forfeited reputation may be
measurably restored by penitence, humility and fidel-
1ty ; but ume once lost is lost forever. The moments
that are gome come back no more; the priceless
hours that have escaped us in our listlessness, our
idleness and our folly, no toils can win them, no
wealth can purchase them, no effort can bring. them
back. No prayers, nor tears, nor repentant sighs can
give us that which, when we had it, we idly cast away.

To-day, God gives us time, and with it opportunity.,
The precious gift is in our hands ; the past cannot be
recalled ; the future cannot be foreseen. To-morrow,
of which we so often boast ourselves, may never come
tous. We do not live to-morrow. \We cannot find
it in any titls deeds. The man who owns whole
blocks of real estate, and greac ships on the sex, does
10t own a single minute of to-niorrow ! It is a mys-
terious possibility not yet born. It lies nnder the
seal of midnight, behird the veil of glittering constel-
lations,

Now in the living present is the hour of probation,
the opportunity for improvement, the day of salvation.
Let us redeem the time, because the days ave evil,

THE cheering news comes from Mexico that the
Protestant Christians of that country now number
10,000.

<&
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SUSTENTATION.

E invite the aitention of our yeadersto the article
in another place, by Mr, Lang, of Dundas,
on a Sustentation Fund. It will be found interesting
to all who have given thought to such subyscts.
Mr. Laing had much to do with {raming the present
Supplemental Hume Mission Fund, and is thoroughly
acquainted with its working for the last twenty years,
and we have pleasure in giving our readers any
thoughts upon the subyect with which he may favour
us. Qur columns are open for criucism of Mr,
Laing’s article, or for any other contributions on the
general subject.

Pt

THE SABBATH—-WHAT NEXT?

AVE we a Sabbath in Ontanio? The Toronto
papers of Monday last gave as news two tems
of Sabbath desecration—~but they had nut a word to say
in condemnation of this glaring immorality. Havethey
come 19 the conclusion that the majonty of the people
of Ontario have said there 1s no Sabbath, and tAere.
fore it is not immural to t1avel and do business on
the Lord's day? Have they no higher standard of
morals than the will of the people and  pecuniary
profit?

But our readers may ask what was done? Well—

1. Some syndicate magnates and others travelled
from \Woodstock to Toronto by spectal train on last
Lord’s day, and afterwards held “an informal
meeting” at the (lueen’s Hotel. Another company
came by special tramn from Hamulton on purpose to
meet these magnates and returned in the evening.
At that meeting * there 18 reason to believe that the
" prospects of the Untario and Quebec Raildway a- |
the Credit Valley as a connecting link were satis.
“factorily discussed.” The better the day, the better
the deed |

That no guiltless party may be unjustly reproached
we give the names as they appear 1o the * Globe.”
Nor is our sorrow and indignation the less that so
many of them came from babbath-blest Scotland,
and are, or were at one ume, connected with the
Presbyterian Church, It only shews how strongly
the current is vetting against the dabbath in this age
of railways, and how vain 1t 1s to think to stetn the
tide by any other means than the authority of God.
The names arc Messrs. Charles Rose of London,
Eng., D. Mclntyre, Hon, P. Mtchell, E. B. Osler,
John Proctor, W. Hendne of Hamilton,

2, A steamer on the same day, at 9 30 a.m,, left
Yonge street whatf, as adverused, with an excursion
party for Nuagara. Steps bad been taken s/ possedle
to prevent the open profanation of the Sabbath, but
in vain. The mayor of the city, a protmnent Presby-
terian, an elder in Kaox Church, and well known for
his openly avowed regard for the Christian religion,
found that ¢ interference was not within his province.”
And the Chief of the Police did not see fit 10 nterfere.

We may as well open onr eyes to the facts. If
there is a law to protect the Sabbath 1o Uatano, 1t 1s
a dead letter; and the Chnstian communite are
satisfied that it should remain such. When Metho-
dist and Presbyterian Chnistians forget the Lord’s
day and its sanctity so far as to get special trans put
on that hearers with itching ears may come into
cities where a popular preacher is holding forth, or
special services are bewing held, they cannot say a
word} to other Churches or blame men of the world.
The judgment 1s on us—our Sabbath as a national
privilege i1s gone.  Ary man who wishes to travel for
pleasure may do so without a plea of necessity or

mercy or secking shelter behind exceptions in the
Lord’s Day Act.  Any who have money or influence
enaugh to get a special train, or to chater a boat, may
o about on business or pleasure at their own sweet will.
The poor ratlway officials and baat-hands must labour
or lose thefr situations. Mammon has at last
sucreeded in destreying our matienal diy of rest. It
remains for Christians to see that they and theirs do
the unfashionable slow duty of obeying God rather
than man, and * Remember the Sabbath day to keep
i hely,”

PURLIC SCHOOLN AND CHRISTIAN
TEACIHERN,

HE value of technical “seligious tests” asameans
for secuning the services of effivtent and at the
same time religtous teachers for the instruction «f the
‘youth of a community which by profession is all but
universally Cheistian, has after long trial been found to
be practically nothing atall. Thecarelessand the con-
scict.celess wall, it has been founZ, sign any such formu.
la, and at the same time ostentatiously boast of their
procceding as at best but a dead formality, if not even
a pitiful jest. But though such formal **tests” have
been all but universally dispensed with in the case of
those who are-to act as public instructoss in countries
where national systems of education have been
adopted, it does not at all follow that the religious
character of such teachers is looked upon as a matter
of small moment or that there is anything which
mught properly be called persecution in a man in
other respects vesy competent being prevented from
occupying a position of honour, influence and emolu-
ment because his religious opinions, opanly and
honestly avowed, as they cught always to be, are
reganded by those whose children are to be instrycted
as 30 false, dangerous and misleading as to be in the
last degree hkely to exercise a very injunious, if not
destructive, influence on the minds of hus puptls, and
through them on the community at large. A Christian
father will not choose to have his son taught by anyone
who casts cor zmpt and s w/r on those things which
to him are ihe grandest and most important of all
possible venties, even though that instructor be a
very preat philosopher and a very learned man. In
the esumation of such a father the risk is toe great,
while the compensating possible gain 1s all too small,
Nor would there be any ground 1n such a case for
raistng the cry of pessecution, or for declaiming
aganst the narrowness and bigotry thus exhi’ ited, as
if 1t were something intolerable. A man who strongly
and earnestly believes in Chnistianity has in such a
case no chotce, for he holds that it 1s better for his
son to be a Chnsuan than for him to enjoy the
instruction of the ablest man that ever lived, if that
instruction can only be had by parting company with
his Saviorr and his God, If this is true of one
Chnistian man 1t 1s true of all. They cannot help
wishing that their children should be instructed by
those whose views on religious matters arve so far in
accordance with their own. It is quite true, as has
often been sard with a sneer, that it 1s not possible to
teach anthmetic “on religious principles,” and that
though all the sums in such instruction were taken
from incidents in the Bible the religion thus imparted
might after all be very poor and very unprofitable,
Quite true. But it does not at all follow that a teacher
even of arithmetic may not do far more harm by his
scandalous hfe and his sceptical innuendoes, than he
could ever counterbalance by his official wark, though
he were the hest instructor in numbers that ever put
chalk to blackboard. And sowith every other depar:-
ment even of secular instruction. It is consequently
not merely allowable for ti.ose who have the selecting
and appointing of teachers in our public schools and
universities to have aregard for the religious character
and opinions of the different candidates; it is indis-
pensible that they should do so. As far as the public
schools are concerned this will be practically well
cared for, iu the fact that the selections are made by
the community itself through its annually chosen
representatives. The same thing will so far apply to
the High Schouls. Where the character of the com-
munity is generally indifferent about religious matters,
this indifference will often be reilected in the choice
of teachers as well as in other matters calling for
united action. As the tone of religious feeling rises
in a neighbourhood, so will the likeliboods of a godless
or immoral teacher being either chosen or kept
diminisb * Like people, like representative,” it has
been said with a great deal of truth, and “like people,

like teacher,” is a phrase which will often be founy
equally appropriate. Dut when appointinents are
made to the higher educational positions of a country
and made by the rulers for the time being, is the same
law not to be followed? s the religious chararte
and the avowed religious opinions of a candidate ny
to be taken as at least one element, and a very im-
portant one, in determining whether he is tn Le
selrcted or pas-ed over? \We humbly think that i
ought to be; nay, that there will be, great derelectizy
of duty on the part of those wha Lave the appoinur;
power if this element is altogether lost s.ght of o
even ostentatiously ignoted. Itisin vain to pledd
that in his own particular department this man criby
may be fiale princeps when there are other counter
acting influences and charactenstics which tellagamg
him, We should hupe, for instance, thatthe fact ufy
man being a drunkard or a debauchee, a convicte]
liar, or a public rake, would effectively bar the waytg
his recelving any educational appeintment in Lan.
ada, though he were the most learned man and the
most efficient tiacher in his special line that ever
wolked the footstool. And may there not be other

objertions, equally important and equally to be v

sidered, apart from the mere yuestion uf great profes.
slonal fitness? DProfessor Stewart Blackie, in the
days of University Tests, made himself endlew,
merry at the deft way in which he got out of the ditsi.
culty of signing the Confes«ion of Faith, by saying tha
in teaching Laun he would take care that nothirg
should be said or done contrary 10 that venerabie
document. That might all be, but even in teachiry
Latin it is quite possible for a man, if he has a m}
far it, to cast ridicule and contempt on all the venties
of the Chiistian faith, and to make his pupils as
heathenish as the buoks they read, so that wise
men and prudent will take care not by the im.
pusition of ineff:ctual “tests,” but by much more
cffectual measurcs, to prevent those who have such
prochivities from ever having a chance to follow them
out in practice attlic expense of theirboys.  Of course
itis quite possible for a cryplo-scepiic —of whom we
have been lately assured there are so many—to so
effectively keep hir  wn counsel 1hat no one could
possibly know what s rebgious or irreligious cpinions
really were. In such a case no one could either be
astonished or indignant at such a person being ap-
pointed to a position for which he was otherwise
eminently fit. Of such, hawever, we are not speak.
ing, but, on the contrary, of those who honestly and
frankly make no secret of their having absolutely
parted company with Christicnity and all which tha
implies. “ What matters it,” we are asked, * what 2
man thinks of Jesus of Nazareth or the immontality of
the soul, so long as he is an eminently competent
scientific instructor, a marvellously skilled lingwst,
or athoroughly good educational org~nizer?” Mat.
ters! we reply. It matters everything. To the
careless, indifferent, or totally irreligious, it rsay in.
deed be a matter of no moment, but to the Christianly
devout it is all in all, and surely these last are nesther
so few nor so insigmficant in such a country as Can-
ada, as that their onnions and feehings should be
thought worthy of 1.0 respect, and be treated without
even the appearance of defence. The cry of “get the
best men” is thought to be so sensible that not a
word can be said against it. So it 1s, if it be once
settled what is meant by “best.” But in the settle-
ment of that there is sometimes considerable difti-
culty, even when the question of merely technical and
professional fitness may, to a very considerable ex.
tent, have already been determined.

BUSH FIRES AND BROTHERLY HELP.

HE losses that have been sustained, and the
sufferings which have been passed through dur-
ing the last few weeks from bush fires 1 alinost every
part of our Province will never be fully known, but all
are well aware thai in amount and severity they have
been very formidable. Invery many cases the fruits of
laborious years have been swept away, and not a few
who thought themselves fairly independent, or at
least with the best prospects for becoming so at an
carly day, have found themselves literally penniless
and forced to begin life again in much more difficult
circumstances and with much less buoyancy and hope-
fulness of spint than when they first addressed thom-
selves 10 the work of hewiag out homes in the
backwoods of Canada,
Nodoubt these fires, we are thankful to know, bave
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neither been so widely spread nor so fatal to life and
propertv in our own Provinceas they have beenin the
neighbouring State of Michigan, Itwould, however, be
a great mistake to suppose that our own penple have
suffered comparatively to s small an extent, and in
cases so comparatively few, that outside heip could be
greatly if not eltogether dispensed with, and that the
full sympathy and liberality of the benevolent might
thetefore be given exclusively to the sufferers on thse
other side.

\We hope Canadians will very practically do the
neighbour’s part i1 affouding prompt and liberal assist.
ance to the poor burnt-out people of Michigan, But
while they do so, let them also not forget the Cana-
disns who lJave equally lost thei: all, and are, in a
¢ -+ many cases, as ill ahle to bear the loss. At the
L ..« of such calamities the danger always is that the
least deserving and such as may have sustained the
smallest Josses are apt to be most persistent in seek-
ing that assistance which they do not very pasticulatly
need.  But surely it ought to be possible, by wisa acd
prudett arrangements, tc reduce this danger to a
minimum ; and in any case it woult never do tomake
such & possiblity an excuse for withholding the help
whice Is so much needad, and without which so very
much suffering is inevitable. All which in any case
can be done will simply alleviate the destitution and
lighten the afiliction of the coming months, Those,
then, whp have been blessed with plenty, and have
been graciously preserved from the ravages of flood
and fire, will, w trust, promptly and Liberaily shewat
once gratitude for their own mercics and sympathy
for the unfortunate and, in many instances, helpless
sufferers, by dealing, and at once, their bread 10 the
hungry, and doing all ‘n their power togive the buent.
out and destitute a new start,

 Hooks AnD WEACAZINES.

THE PARABLES OF JESUS. By the Rev. Alfred
Nsvin, DD, LLD. (Philadelphia: Presbyterian
Board of Publication; Toronto : Ure & Co. Price
$1.50.)—Dr. Nevin's lucid exposition of thetext of the
parables, and his thoroughly practical applications of
their teachings, ought 1o gain for this book many
cager and attentive readers among the members and
adherents of the Presbyterian Church in Caiada.

THE LAND PROSPECTOR'S MANUAL AND FIELD
Book. By Captain C. W, Allen, Winnipeg. (Lon-
non, Eng.: J. Simmons & Co.; Toronto : The Toronto
News Company.)—Persons intending to go to Mani.
toba, or take up land there, will find this little book an
invaluatle aid, It contains very full and particular
d° ections as to prospecting for land, exact informa.
tion regardiog the system of survey, a syaopsis of the
Dominion land law, etc,

LETTING DowN THE BARS. By Mrs. A. K. Dun-
ning. (Philadelphia - Presbyterian Board of Puhlica.
tion ; Toronto: Ure & Co. Price $1.00.)—This well
printed and nicely bound volume contains a simple,
but well-told tale of family life, with a moral to it—no,
not a moral, but a great many morals scattered herr
and there all through it, in such a way as not to be in
the smalirst degree detrimental to the interest of the
parrative. It ought to have a place in our Sabbath
school libraries,

THE LEISURE HOUR, SUNDAY A1 HoME, GIRL's
OWN PAPER, B. -~ OwN PaAPER. (Tovonto: Wm.
Warwick & Son.)—~ 1 he September issue of these very
deserving publications has just come to hand. It
would be difficult to say which is bast when all are so
exc.llent, but if we were called upon to makea choice
we should be inclined to favour the * Gitl's Own
Paper,® as, upon the whole, the neatest in its general
get-up, and the most suitable for the class it is spe-
cially intended for both in the subjects discussad and
in the manner in which they are handled, We cor-
dially wish them all success.

ANNUAL COLLECTION FQR HOME
MISSINNS.

By resoluticn of General Assembly, in congrega-
¢ tions and mission stations, where there are no mis-
¢ stonary associations, the annual coliectionin aid of the
Home AMission Fund, is appointed to be taken up on
\be sccond Sabbatl. of Oct~ber. Every congregation

B and mission station is enjoined to contribute (o this

f important scheme of our Church.

1t {s hardly necessary, in view of the facts presented
10 the Jast aanusl report ofithe extended operations of
the Committee, to ask that the pressing claims of this
Fund be set clearly before our congregations and
mission stations, by every minister, probationer, and
catechist in the service of the Chucch,

The Committee closed the financial year with a
deficit of §862. Since then the appointment of a
Superintendent of Missions for the North-West, and
a mis«i “nary to Edmonton, and other demands upon
the Fund, call for very special efforts, to enable the
Committee with some degres of confidence to consider
favourably urgent applications for labourers that come
from the newly opened territories of the North-West.

The extended ficld under the care of the Western
Committee, comprising British Columbia, the North.
West Territotins, Manitcba, Oatario, and Quebec, and
including 533 preaching stations and congregations ;
11,862 communicants ; 9,039 families ; with an aver-
age Sabbath attendance of 29,912, ueed only to be
presented to our people to call forth a generous res-
ponsa.  As these statistics ate based upon Just year's
returns from Aanitoda (those for the present year not
having been forwarded), it is safe to say that they are
rather under than above the actual numbers.

Brantford, September, 1881, w. C.

A TRIP ON THE NORTH HASTINGS
ROAD,

Y THE RRY, D. MITCHELL, DRLLLVILLE.

A deputation of four ministers was recently sent to
the mission ficlds on the North Hastings Road by
the Presbytery of Kingston, Rev. D. Wishart, of
Madoc, Convener, appointed Sabbath, August 28th,
as the day on whicl the Lord's supper should be
observed at the various stations. Unfortunately, iwo
of the number found themselves une%le to go, thus
leaving Mr. Wishart and myself to tale the journey
alone. I started from Belleville on the Tuesday pre-
ceding, and in due course arrived at Madoc. Hereit
was my privilege to be present at a social in the new
Presbyterian church,  Probably few of the readers of
THE PRISBYTERIAN know that we have one of the
finest ecclesiastical structures in the Dominion at
Madoc. It is a solid mass of stone and mortaz, of
exquisite proportions, well situated, and easily seen
from a distance on all sides. The intetior is most
tustefully Jaid out.  Indeed, it would re .ire a very
minute description to set forth the niceties of taste
which are therein displayed. The basement, which
is a church in itself, has been in use for some time,
while work was being carried out on the main build.
ing, as it was the determination of Mr, Wishart and
those activg with *'m ‘0 have the building prac:icaily
free of debt when  should be dedicated. The whole
was completed about the beginning of June at a cost
of something like 20,000 dollars, and it is a proud
thing to say that the church may nuw be said to be
fice from debt, as the comparatively small amount
required to finish the interior will soon be provided.
Some may think the gold and iron of the region may
account for this. The reason is rather to be sought
in the willingness of all to do their share, and though
not a wealthy congregation, here is the grand result—
anoble cathedral in fact, in 2 small but rapidly grow-
ing town, and almost free from debt. Many of our
leading ministers took part in the dedicatory services,
amongst whom were Principal Grant, Professors Gregg
and McLarer, Dr. Cochrane, and Rev. D, J, Mac-
donnell. Early the next morning Mr. Wishert and 1
started sorshuwards, and for well nigh a fortnight were
completely shut off from n>wspapers and telegraphs.
It is surprising how weli we can get on without

| these inventions, at l2ast for a time. The first object

of interest to which we came is the hematite mine,
which is now the scene of much actwvity and enter-
prise. ™ is a rich deposit uf iron and 1s easily
workea. The company is shipping to Belleville about
fifty carloads per week, each carrying some ten tons.
Not far from this is the Seymour mine, containing
the finest magne ¢ iron in the world. The Gattling
gold mine, in this same region, is nor the centre of
active operations. It is now the prope:ty of arich
American compauy, who are spending money freely
in supplying all that is neces<ary in the manufacture
of gold. Through the forcs:ght and energy of My,
Wishart, two churches were built long ago to supply
this district, viz.; St. Paul and St. Columbia, where
there are good congregations. These have been sup-

plied by students Zor some time, but were a good

minister going in, I nm satisfied that a valuable har-
vest awaits him,  Proceeding on our way, we came to
& place having the suggesi've name of DBanndckburn,
and shortly afterwards we zrossed the Jordan, a
stream so unpretending ay to be completely dried up
at the time. How strangely names are mixed in this
new country of ours.  As we went on into the interior
of mourntain and glen and the decp shadows of forerts,
I could not but think f the journey of Waverley and
Ballle Nicol Jarvie into the retreat of Rob Roy;
but we had no Rob Roy to encounter, nor did the
echoes of the mountains awaken the least supersii-
tious dread, The heat was intense, and the dustrose
in clouds, and so #x was most pleasant to find our-
selves in the afiernoon in an agreeable glade, at
Thwait's post office, a spot which ws feel certain could
be turned into a beautiful farm.  From this the road
is very vatied and widening. My companion pointed
with enthusiasm to the old road which had bee: con-
structed right over the mountains and which pre-
sented lofty precipices to be ascended or descended
by the weary traveller. A long and tedious ride over
as rough a country as 1 ever travelled brought us to
the halting place, called Tharet, upwards of thirty
miles north of Madoc. Here is the terminus of the
stage from the south, and from this point another
stage starts northwards. It is a halting place for
travellers generally, its two lodging houses being very
much patronized by lumbermen in winter. Next
morning we got away from this point about six
o’clock. The journey through the waods was very
pleassat for some hours,.but the heat became so op-
pressive by eleven o'clock that we were glad to take
shelter for a time under the hospitable roof of the
Livingstones—good Scotch people who have long
made their mark in the district. Having started
again, {t was about three in the afternoon when we
came to beautiful lakelets on either side of the road,
and afterwards to the splendid new church of L’Am-
able. This building took me by surprise. I am sure
it will accommodate 700 persons. It is a wooden
structure, but it is nest and tasteful. 1 believe the
Montreal students gave $400 out of the $1,000 re-
quired for building. \When completed, there will be
a small debt of $200. If any one reading this has a
little surplus to spare, it would be well expended in
the removal of this small amount. This church is to
be opened i the course of a month. It cannot but
prove a great boon to the large district of which 1t is
the natural centre, and I trust ere long it will be the
scene of much.activity in Sabbath school and congre-
gational work. A descent of a quarter of a mile
brought us to the post office of which Mnr. Tait is
master. Here, after dinner, Mr, Wishart and I parted
~he to return to dispense the sacrament at Thanet,
and at another station called the Ridge, where there
is a good congregation, and I to go to the regions
still beyond. There is something sad in such part-
ings, even when assured of a speedy reunion, but
the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Tait and family, with
whom I stayed, soon dispelled the feeling, Mrz. Tait
drove me to York River, or, as it has recently been
named, Bancroft, a very thriving village commanding
a beautiful site. I preached here in the Methodist
church to a goodly number of Presbyterians.  After-
wards ia conversation, Mr. George, of this place, said
that two years ago the village would have gonea- -.nc
to the Presbyterian fold, but they had no minister,
and now other denominations were coming ia. That
evening we returned to L'Amable, and after a peep
next morning at the beautiful lake lying in a deep
hollow, surrounded by niountains, I started on Fridav
for Mayo, about ten miles to the north-east. Thiz
proved the most trying portion of the journey., fhe
road was extremely rough and precipitous, and ran
through thick woods, thus preventing the slightest
breath of air, and leaving the dust to envelop us like
clouds. The agony was intense, and glad was I when
we arrived at the school-houseat Mayo. 1wasdriven
hither by Mr. John Young, student-missionary «t
L’Amable, and here we met Mr, James A. Grant, the
missionary at Mayo and Carlow. There is alsp
another student, Mr. Andrew Pattersop, at Maynooth,
a station fasther north. These gentlemenarn attend-
ing the Arts’ classes at Queen’s, From want of thea-
logues to take up these fields, they were pressed thus
carly into the work, and I am glad to testify that they
are giving the utmost satisfaction to the peopls, the
regret being keenly feit that the period of their stay is
so quickly coming to a close.

{ Concluded next week.)
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}?{E OA TH—KEE_PiER OF FORANO.

A TALE OF ITALY AND HER EVANGEL.

BY MRS. TULIA M‘NAIR WRIGHT.

CHAPTER VI.-—THE PADRE INNOCENZA.

« Forthwith this frame of mine was wrenched
With woeful agony,

_ Which forced me to begin my tale,
And then it let me [ree.”

That Gulio Ravi should be troubled by some prickings of
any little remnarit of conscience that was left him after thirty
years of very hard wear is not surprising ; and that he
should, in his own crooked and ingenious fashion, seek
instruction from the Marchese Forano, the only man whom
he loved or venerated, seems natural. But what shall we
say if called to contemplate Padre Innocenza, troubled in
his conscience and taking his natural enemy, Dr. Polwarth,
for his father confessor! But such a spectacle must present
itself, and would be immediately under our gaze were not
our vision first intercepted by the shrine built where four
roads met, by the late Marchesa Forano.

1t is in the latter part of a September afternoon. As the
sun nears the sea, his beams are shorn of their heat ; a soft
breeze wakes from the slumber that seized it in the fervid
noon, and now goes abroad on errands of mercy; so, wooed
by the softening light, those who have lingered in shady
places all day, come out in the wake of the breeze. We
see approaching the Pavilion from the eastern road a young
man with a pack on his shoulders, and a bundle covered
with oiled silk in lis hands. Arriving at the shrine he
gladly avails himself of a seat and puts his pack by his side.
Immediately after the door of the Forano vineyard opens,
and Gulio appears. He is in mno holiday glory, but in
working costume : leathern leggins, shoes made of undressed
hide drawn together with thongs, clay-coloured shirt and
breeches, wide, green belt, and flapping straw hat of
domestic manufacture, with his curls moistenéd by the
sweat of labour, a red silk kerchief loosely knotted about
his smooth, brown throat, full of easy good nature, even
we, who know his moral idiosyncrasies, must regard Gulio
with some pleasure, He has been peeping through the
enormous keyhole of his vineyard gate, and seeing Nanni
pass, has expected him to rest in the Pavilion, and has
hastened out for a gossip. The two young men exehange
remarks on the warm day, the roads, the advancing season.
Gulio questions : *‘ Whence do you come ? What have you
for sale?” But now, from the road leading from the Villa
Ameta, come Assunta and Master Michael. Nanni at once
recognizes the * comely maiden.”

A happy evening, Signorina.
of seeing you before.”

“I'm sure 1 don’t remember where,” remonstrates
Assunta.

“Vonder in the city—at the dottzga of Ser. Jacopo. I
had the honour of mending a pair of slippers for you.”

«] don’t remember any pair of slippers that wore
especially better than the others,” said Assunta, with a
little toss of her head. *

«1t was not for want of my good will and good wishes,
Signorina,” suggested Nanni, meekly ; and Assunta is
passing on, but he detains her. ‘I have many things
cheap and good in my pack—would you deign to look at
them ?”

« Pardon; I need nothing, and have no money with me.”

«But I need things! I have money ! ” shouts Michael,
breaking loose from the maid and diving into his pocket for
coins, presently bringing up from the depths two ten cen-
time * pieces. ‘'‘See; Assunta, I will buy things for you
and me.” . .

And so, as Mighael rughes to, patronize, and Nanai readily
undoes his pack,’ Assunto must needs stop. Gulio feels
compelled to say something civil. : : :

«Pray, Signorina Assunta, will you kindly choose. a
ribbon and let me present it to you?” .

At this Nanni throws an uneasy
Assunto says, with a Tittle tartness:

¢ Padrone, Ser. Gulio, I buy my own ribbons.” :

¢ But just one this time. in memory of old days,” says
Gulio. .

¢ If the old days are worth anything they can be remem-
bered without ribbons ; if they are worth nothing let them
be forgotten,” replies the sage Assunta ; and Nanni greatly
admires her wisdom.

Meanwhile Michael has purchased a toy with half his
money ; and it is truly wonderful what treasures he finds
himself able to buy for Assunta with the other half. The
girl, however, is wise ; she is unallured by the singularly
good bargains, and tries to turn the boy’s mind from them.
Nanni, who has been covertly watching her, says:

sStay; I have in my small parcel what may please,”
and opens the oiled silk, shewing a variety of little books,
and some tracts on coloured paper. ‘‘Two of these, sir, for
your ten centimes,” and he holds out several. Assunta is
not loath to shew that she can read, so she selects two for
Michael to buy for her. To these Nanni adds a little tinted
sheet with a fancy border and a2 hymn printed thereon—a
hymn dear to all believers, “The Rock of Ages”—in
Italian. At once Assuata understood who this pedlar was,

¢ Oh, you are Ser. Jacopo’s brother-in-law ! Monna Lisa
told me of you ;* and she flashed on him a look of pleasure
and confidence that filled Nanni’s soul with happiness.

. “You will accept the hymn, Signorina ?” he said ; ‘“and
it has such a lovely tune—I might shew you how it goes.”

He moved a little, holding the paver,’and Assunta sat
down beside him to hear the tune, Gulio, feeling that he
had been too long silent, said :

“ Do, Signore, let us have a new tune, if you know one.
I’ve sung mine until they are quite worn out.”

So Nanni began—

1 have had the pleasure

look at Gulio; bat

* Five centimes equal an American cent, an English half-penny.

“ Roccia de’ secoli,”

and presently Assunta found herself able to join him, and
Gulio beat time and hummed in concert, and the sweet har-
mony floated on the evening air.

“Davvero!” cried Gulio, *“that is charming; quite
better than— .

“¢Com’ e gentil,
La notte a mezzo April !””

As they sing the hymn once, and then _begin it again,
Nanni hands Gulioa copy. Now, Gulio cannot read, but
he took the paper with calmness, and followed in humming
the tune, with his eyes fixed on the page. During the
singing several confadini come from various roads, and
pausing to listen and look, augment the little group at
the shrine. Nanni, being heartily encored, sings one
or iwo other hymns, and then some of his auditors buy
pins, needles, and other small wares. Next the news
from Florence is asked after, and Vittorio Emmanuelo is
freely praised or blamed—praised, generally, for what he
has done for Italy, while it is confidently predicted that
judgment will fall on him for disobedience to the Church.
As the talk proceeds, Nanni opens a little book which he
carries in his waistcoat pocket. One of his admirers cries ;

“ Anything new there, Signore?”

“ Just a little story,” replies Nanni.

¢Tet us have it, by all means. A
says a girl.

Nanni begins,
if she lose one piece .

¢ Oh, but that would be a loss,” says Gulio.

« Doth not light a candle and sweep the house—"

« Si, &," cries a woman, ‘‘in every crack and corner,
cospetto.”

“ And seek diligently until she find #.”

¢t She would be a fool else,” says a vinedresser ; ‘¢a piece
of silver does not grow on every bush.”

¢t And when she hath found #—"

 Feco! I'm glad its found. I feared it was quite gone,”
said a"woman,

« She calleth her friends and her neighbours together—"

« gltro ! she will do well to lock her ten pieces up first,
unless she wants another search,” sneers Gulio.

¢ Saying, Rejoice with me ; for I have found the piece
which I had lost.”

« Ah, davvero! and they have a bottle of wine, and they
are glad,” adds the vine-dresser.

So Nanni's voice grows more solemn as he concludes :

¢ Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.  Oh,
my brothers, we are all sinners before God. Our hearts
accuse us, and God is greater than our hearts, and knows
what we know not; calls that sin which we know, not as
sin ; remembers against us what we have iorgotten. Then,
how very guilty are we before him. Then, when we feel
our guilt, and go to blessed Jesus for His pardon, for His
cleansing blood, then are we saved from our lost estate, and
there is joy not only in our hearts, but in heaven. Do not
forget this, amici, but be found in Christ.”

After a little silence the group begins to break up.

“¢Che, che,” whispers Gulio in Nanni's ear, ““you are
Vaudois-bitten, my friend. Well for you that the Vaudois
are free to-day.”

Assunta shook hands with Nanni,
walk with Michael.

The Marchesa and Honor had passed slowly by, and
heard Nanni’s last words.

«How odd,” said the Marchssa, ‘‘to hear any one
speaking of religion on a Tuesday, on the roadside !”
¢ And why odd, Marchesa? » ‘asked Honor.
¢Why, dear me, religion does not seem made for that.”
+ And would you mind telling me ;ust what religion does
appear to you to belong to and to be?” B

he Marchesa mused a little to ‘collect her thoughts.

¢ Religion appears ta me something for Sabbath morning,
and for the hour of death: It also.includes performing those
little duties of prayer and penance which our priest sets us
in confession. There are other duties which, I think, be-
long rather to our humanity than to religion, as benevolence;
kindness-to the poor and sick, honesty, industry, the pro-
tection of .the rich over the common people, watching over
our servants. Thus if we are kind to our fellow-beings, and
use our common sense, and do not disobey the Church, I
think that is our duty in life. Some go further, and say we
must believe a// that the Church believes, and must con-
sider the Church incapable of error. Now 7 do not go so
far as that. I cannot say I believe a// that the Church
does, for there may be parts of that belief of which T am
ignorant ; and if knew them, my common sense might
pot accept them.  So I cannot believe the Church incapable
of error, for history tells me she has done what my common
sense calls wrong.”

(Had the Marchesa lived earlier she would likely have
died for this exercise of her common sense.)

love tale, I hope,”

« What woman having ten pieces of silver,

»

and continued her

Signorina?”

%1n truth they are so far away, that they seldom come
into my mind at all. Consider how far God is from us
mortals. Sitting away on a throne, somewhere up above
that distant sky ; old, and never young, and never older ;
approached only by Ser. Jesus, the blessed Mother, the
Dove, and, perhaps, by some of the Saints, like holy Peter.
But what think you?”

¢ Something very different. To me, Marchesa, religion
is the daily living in, and with, the blessed Lord Jesus. He
is God, one with the Father ; where He is the Father is,
and heaven is. 1 believe that Jesus atones for my sin, so
that throngh ‘Him I can enter the presence of the Father,
and the Father Himself loves me. I believe that Jesus by
the Holy Spirit is always present to my soul, cleansing it
from sin, teaching me what to do, overcoming Satan for
me, comforting my sorrow, making my weakness strong.
He is my companion, my fellow-traveller, and as He leads
me on through life I am safe, and by-and-by I shall come to
death, and that will be shutting my eyes to this world, so
that the eyes of my sou} can open on the very face of Christ;

«And what do you think of God and heaven, dear

my voice will be silent here, my soul voice singing in
heaven ; my flesh also shall rest in hope until Jesus brings
it from the dead. Signora, this is a life worth living.”

T have heard something—but not so good as this, of
sorrowful but holy people, who lived in convents,” said the
Marchesa, *“but you are bright and happy, and live in the
world, and yet you do find this possible? you do so receive
and realize)Ser. Jesus?” She stopped and looked earnestly
at Honor. .

¢¢ Signora, believe me, I am giving you a simple, actual
experience,”

““There is one very comfortable thing about you Protestant
women,” said the Marchesa. ‘‘You make a practice O
speaking the truth—one can depend on what you say-
Besides, Signorina, I have always seen something in you
different from other people—a joy, a rest, a diligence : this
explains it.”

{¢But, dearest Marchesa, this is no singular experience
you can have it if you want it—if you fix your desires on the
Lord Jesus, and ask Him to dwell in your soul, and lead
you in your daily life.”

« How do I know He would hear me?” ,

“ Would you truly desire such a presence, Marchesa?’

¢ Oh, unspeakably, Signorina ; it would be heavenly.”

“Then your very desire for it is an earnest of obtaining
it, for such desires come from God alone—not from ouf
hearts, not from the Evil One.”

The Marchesa made no reply, but concluded the walk
absorbed in thought. She did not again speak to Honor on
this theme during that year.

The next day Nanni called at the Villa Anteta. He was
there several times before the family returned to_the city, 1P
the middle of October. Uncle Francini went back to the
Palazzo Borgosoia very happy. He had covered a great
canvas with a scene from the lovely “ Vineyard Forano,
and had used Gulio, Assunta, Michael, and other handsom¢
people as models for his figures. The Marchese Foran0
had visited the picture and praised it every day, and Uncle
Francini had already promised it to a patron in New York.

By this time the Marchesa Forano had written a long
letter to Judith Forano, telling her that the Marchesé
and herself recogpized her marriage, that they mourned the
concealment that had been used to them, and that they
deplored the loss of the child, who should have been theif
heir, with a grief hardly second to her own. The Marches?
said that the evidence of the child’s death was conclusive s
they wished it were not; if it were not, they would sear¢
Italy for the last of the Foranos.

Judith had turned all the bitterness of an intense naturé
against Italians and the Church from which she had suffer
such cruelties. She received the Marchesa’s letter wit
wrath, and would have either ignored it or answered 11
person had not her father’s calmer judgment forbiddes
either course. .

As David Lyons insisted on a civil reply being sent withig
a reasonable fime, Judith at last took the letter to Mis.
Bruce, who was yet staying in London, and for whom sheé
had a warm affection. Mrs. Bruce had heard of the Mar
chesa from Honor Maxwell. * She is surely a good, kin!
woman, Judith,” said Mrs. Bruce; ““and if you had only
known her when you first went to Italy, all your misfortunes
but the loss of your husband would have been averted
This letter is the outpouring of a generous heart,”

«But how ready she is to believe my boy dead 17

¢ But what strong grounds she has for believing it.”

«T don't believe it. I will one day, just assoon as
get my family persuaded to send my brother with me,
Ttaly and seek for my boy !’

“’Suppose you do? Consider thenfwhat an invaluable
ally this Marchesa would be; her heart enlisted for yoUuf
success, her home open to you, her experience at your ‘?‘s:
posal, her influence, her recogpition of your relationshiP *
can you throw all this away? You had better securé
friendship.”

“This was a new view, and Judith yielded to i bﬂt'Wh;‘;
she began to write to'the Marchesa, and considered that she
wrote.to her dead husband’s most loving relatives, ;hat; ;
wrote to those who mourned her child, the ‘reserve ?f :c
proud heart broke down, and she poured forth a passt na s
story of her Nicole's last hours, of her lost babe, of her fc‘hre:‘
her hopes-—such a letter that both the Marchesa an

husband wept plentifully over it. he

Indeed, the giarchese sent for Gulio, and, saying that ad
had a letter from Ser, Nicole’s widow, undertook 0 re
some of it, but broke down in sobs, the tears rainin|
his cheeks and upon his grey beard as he cried :

«Oh, Gulio, if we only had that little child ! ”

(T de continued.)
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SOMNAMBULISM.

t
The phenomena of somnambulism arises from the ﬁ:
that the faculties are unequally suspended during sleePs

that one set of organs may be active while the othe h?‘:h
dormant. It is frequently accompanied by dreams; T, .,
arise out of a similar condition of the nervous functt ar
Several incidents, illustrating the manner in whicl Pthe

tial suspension, partial activity of the faculties, aff€C" “5
somnambulist, are related in_ an English magazin® .,
boy, on his way to the seaside, had travelled by st€%.
railway, and coach, from six o'clock in the even! ation
four o'clock on the next afternoon, without CS524 This
and with hardly any sleep. Shortly after going to eé by
companion was awakened by a crash of glass, folloz’imt he
hysterical cries, and, on looking for the boy, found found
had got up, broken the window, and gone. e was m bis
in the road, wounded in the feet. It appeared f‘°d
story that, when half asleep, he thought he saw @ ml:?i ch be
rushing at him., Catching hold of the curtain, W dge DY
thought was a tree, he swung himself over the hedgh g
which the tree grew—the window, open from the tol?'s 1
jumped and ran away, breaking the window with :;ase the
and cutting his feet on the sharp stones. In this o strong
impression left on the mind of the sleep-walker W"s.; 3

as to enable him to tell all that he thought and 1
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during the dream.  In the nest Incident no trace of remem-
brance survived. A servant-girl came down at four o'clock
In the morning, anil asked her mistiess for some cotton to
mend her dress, which she had torn.  While she was look-
ing in her work-box, some one offered her an empty spool,
but she refused it, and taking up her gown, pointcdy to two
holes, which she said, she wanted to mend. A needle was
threaded for her with black cotton, but she rejected it, say-
iny she wanted brown cotton. Some one spoke, and she
said that it was her mistress ; but it was not, IHer vision
was thus shewn to be keen, but her heanng dull.  She was
wnkened with considerable difficulty, and seesny the cotton.
box disturbed, asked why it had been meddled with,  Sev-
eral questions were asked her dunng the following day, to
test ber recollection; but she could not recall her sleep.
walking, or anything that had taken place dunng the night.
A miner neat Redruth arose one night, walked tothe engine-
shafl of the mune, and safely descended to the depth of
twenly fathoms, where he was found svon afterwards sound
asleep. e could not be wakened by calling to hum, and
had to be shaken. When awake, he could na. account for
the situation m which he found himsell. Morrison, in his
* Medicine no Mystery,” tells of a clergyman who used to
get up an the night, light his candle, wrile sermons, correct
them with interlincations, and go to bed again, while
he was all the time fast asleep. A sunilar story 1s told of an
Enplish dissenting preacher, who had been perplexed during
the week about the treatment of the subject of his Sunday’s
sermon, and mentioned his perplexity to his wife on datur.
day night. During the mght he got up, and preached &
rood sermon on the subject in the hearing of s wife, In
the morning his wife suggested a method of treating the sub-
ject, Lased upon his slecp-woitk of the nipht before, with
which he was much Fluscd; and he lueachcd the sermon
with no knowledge of its real ongin, The ** Lancet® hasa
story of a butcher's hoy, who wentto the stable in his sleep to
saddle lus horse ard go his rounds.  Not finding the saddle in
1ts usual piace. he went to the house and asked for it, and,
failing to get 11, he started off without it, Ile was taken
from the horse and carried into the house. A doctor came,
and while he was present the boy, considering himsclf
:tosptd at the turnpike-gate, offered sixpence for the toll,
and this bang given back to lum, he refused it and de-
manded his change. A part of the change was given him,
and he demanded the propes amount  When awake after-
ward he had no recollection of whathad passed. To prevent
sleep-walkiog, it is necessary to temove whatever is the
cause of 1t if 1t anses from any definable disorder.  Often,
however, it cannot be referred to any complaint; then the
best that can be donc will be to take precautions against the
somnambulist running into any danger.

COURAGE.

One may possess physical courage, so that in times of dan-
ger, a railroad accident, a steamboat collision, or & 1unaway
horse, the heart will not be daunted or the cheek paled,
while on the other hand, one may be morally brave, not
afraid to speak a word for the right in season, though unwel-
come, to perform 2 disagiecabie duty unflinchingly, or to
refuse to do a wrong act, and yet be a physical coward,
trembling aod terrificd 1n a thunder-storm, timid in the dark,
and even scream at the sight of a mouse. Courage, both
moral and physical, 1s one of the finest attributes of chaiac.
ter, and both can be culivated and gamned 1if desired and
soupht after. Some gurls think 3t interesting and attractive
to be territied at insects, and will shrick with fright if they
happen 1o Le chased a few rods by a flock of geese, but they
only excite laughicr, and do not gain the admiration which
a brave gitl, who tries to help herself, would deserve. “ All
through the pages of ustory,” writes an eamest fnend of
*¢Qur Girls,” **the women who challenge the homage of
the world are they who risc to the hour, and conquer by
force.of personalcharacter.  Ehzabeth of Enpland was vain,
capricious, and despolic, but she was superbly brave, and
beneath her [nvolitics and jevities there beat a sturdy heart,
which refused to be alarmed in the presence of danger.
Her beautiful cousin, Mary of Scotland, whose loveliness
has almost dtuwn a veil over her infamy, was as brave asa
lioness, and sweet Lady Jane Gray, that pure, white violet,
whom amb:tious kinsinen forced tothe thione, and who per-
ished on the scaffuld soon after, was of that high order of
womanhood, in whom fortitude and patience, saintly resig.
nation, and the pentlest modesty are combined. So with
huadreds of obscurer women, witnesses for Chnst, of old, or
martyrs tothe faith, in France, in England, in Scotland. The
courage which endured unmummuringly far Chnst’s sake, wins
our praises now.” It somctimes requites a great deal of
courage to acknowledgie that we are following the Saviour.
We are asked totake partin the weekly prayer-mecting, but
shonk from 1t with terror. We dread the cnticism of out
compantons, and do not feel as though we could have the
courape 10 nse before them and speak a word fut the Sav-
iour, for whom to speak is honour and glory. Never Jack
the courage 1o avow allegiance to this Friend, gitls.  You
ate pot sijent and ndifferent in the cause of an eanhly
fricnd, and why shoald you be aftaid or ashamed to own the
“Friend above all others.” You may undertake it with
trembling and misgqving, but His grace will be sufficient for
you. In times when moral courage is requited, 1isc to the
hour, dare to do the right unwaveringly for Christ's sake,
and when physical courage is necessary, make yourself equal
to the emerpency, and mistress of the situation,—Cirisiian
et Work,

THE FOLLY OF WEARING MOURNING.

Sorrow may be nonc the less trae and deep beeause it
shnnks from osientatious parade—from wearing the heart on
the sleeve, for dawa to peck at; it may feel that the inade-
quacy of outward signs to give it expression makes any at-
tempt at doinf 30 a mere mockery, and may prefer to con-
ceal itsclf, as faras possible, under its wonted exterior.  How
can teal guief be represented fittingly by crape and hat.
bands? And if no zeal gricf exist, then the whole affair is
nothing but a miscrable exhibition of humbug and hypoorisy

—an appeal to the world for sympathy and commiseration
upon false pretences.  What sort of sorrow is felt by relatives
who say, ‘“Oh | we must put the children into mourning for
uncle So-and-so, he's left us something in his will ;** or ¢lse,
141 shan't trouble acout black for Cousin Such-a.one—he's
lelt me nothing 3" as the case may be? It would be surely
more honest for such pretended mourners as these to assume
signs of rcjoicing or woe, accordling as they do or do not find
themselves the possessors of fresh riches. Even when sor.
row is really felt, its intensity and duration will not be alike
in all cases where the relationship is the same, because no
two husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, ur other sela.
stions, will love one another in exactly the same degree; and
on Ulus account there must nccessanly be something foolish
and unreal in a practice which assumes that the depth and
extent of repret may be reckoned on according to nearness
of kin. More cr less of shoppiness and hollowness is al.
most ainseparable from the wearing of mouroing, accordin
to the present custom, yet there is that about death whic
is apt to put human nature essentially out of tune for all that
is artificial and sham.

Again, how can anyone who believes in the resurrection
reconcile it with his consience to make everything connected
with death dark, %loomy. and melancholy? If he has that
sure confidence which he professes to have as to the departed
being safe from all future dangets, and having passed toa
state of bliss far beyond what is attamnable upon earth, why
doces he not rejoice in their happiness? Does he think them
out of reach of sympathy because out of sight?  Or is he too
selfish 10 Jet the thought of their gain outweigh that of his
own loss? In 1875, a Mourning Reform Association was
siarted by three ladies, and has certainly commended itsel(
to the public mind to some extent, secing that 1t now num-
bers 450 members. It discourages the use of mournin
stationery, weannp of crape, and putting of children an
servants into black ; recommends that mourning should be
shewn by a black band round the arm, ur by a black scarf;
and aims gencrally at minimizing mourming. —London Spec-
tator.

MR. Moupy, the **Independent ™' announces editotially,
expects to sail fur England next month, and will probably
reman abroad 1n evangelistic wotk for several years.

‘Tue Livingston Mission of the Free Church of Scotland
has stopped the slave trade about Lake Nyassa, whence
19,000 slaves were annually carried off.

DURING the spring months of the present year, two Pres.
byterian twmissionarics, Messts, Leyenberger and Corbett,
baptued 250 Chinese 1o the villages of the Province of
Shantung.

Tz good effect of the discontinuance of Sunday trains on
the New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio Railroad is seen in
the fact that many of thy employees are attending divine ser-
vice, and there is less Jounging about the depots.

THAT 152 good example which is given b{ the African
King Merambo, who, ruling over a territory of from ten to
fitteen thousand square miles, is himself a total abstainer,
and isdoing all he can to encourage the spread of temperance
principles among his people.

THEe upen-air meetings in Chicago, held under the aus.
pices of the different churches, ate a preat success.  Twenty-
one meetings wese held Suaday, August 7th, and the number
is increasing cach weel. The audiences are large, and
though made up of those not accustomed to attend church,
are quicet and ordesly,

THE International Temperance Exhibition in London,
which opened August 22nd, was more of a success than was
at first anticipated.  The collection included new and valu-
able machinesy for the production of temperance drinks, 2nd
was taken part in not only by the principal towns in Great
Britain, but by exhibitors from ¥France, Germany, Sweden,
India, Japan, and other countnes.

A SOCIAL valedictory meeting to the Rev. Thomas Ling-
sa2y, previous to his departute as missionary to Japan, was
held in Jobn street United Presbyterian Church, Edinburgb,
—the Rev. J. Brand occupying the chair. Interesting ad-
dresses were dcelivered by the chairman, the Rev. William
Martin, of Rajpootanz, Messrs. Williani Smith, Davd For-
wune, and others.  The chawman, 1n name of the meeung,
presented the young mussionaty with an address of congrata-
lation, and bidding him and his wife 2 hearty God-speed.

CAKLYLF, as a young man, could not find 2 profession,
shrinking from the Church, and inclining rather to law, be-
cause, 25 he said, **no mean compliances are requisite for
prospenng n 1. The Iack of settled employment rankled,
and in 1821 he w-cte to his brother John: *‘Itis a shame
and misery tu me at this age to be gliding about in strenuous
idleness, with no hand in the game of lifec, where 1 have yet
so much to win, no outlet for the restless faculties, which
are up in mutiny and slaying one another for lack of faic
conemies.”

CANON FARRAR has a harsh, loud voice, which he uses
without skill, his ¢ ncf effort being to make himself heard
by the immense numbers who listen. It nises and falls with
monotonous regulanty ; and his only activua 15 the turning of
his Jeaves, and the lfung and dropping of his himp night
band, which he holds close to his y, and rases and
lowers about twice cach minute, whether there is occasion or
not. He is bhut little like the portraits ; his forchead is
broader and less tetreating, and the cross-cyes are evident
behind the spectacles. IHe is begianing to grow bald, and
has the scholatly stoop. *

L1rg is a book of which we have but one edition. Let
each day's actiors, as they add their pages to the inde-
structible volume, be such as we shall be williog to have an
asscrobled wotld to zead.

CHRISTIAN character is not an act, but a process; not a
sudden creation, but a development. It grows and bears
fruit like a tree, and like & tree it requites paticnt and
wnwearied attention,

$3nrmsu anp Eorgiey <FrENs,

Prisciral Turroch, of St. Andrew's, Scotland, who
has been fncapacitated for several months, has now greatly
fmproved in health.

Ruv. ALaX. STARK, of Tighnabruaich, Scotland, father
of the FFree Church of Scotland, has died in the 96th year of
his age. and 74th of his sainistry.

Mx. GrAansTONE is reading the Revised New Testament,
in connection with the Greek text, in order to satisfy him-
as to the work of the translators.

In 1879 there were 10,111 legal prosecutions in London
for not sending children to school according to law, 5,648 in
Liverpool and 2,556 in Birmingham.

Pore Lro X1II s recognized by the Italian law asa
spintual sovereign, amd not as a subject of King $lumbest.
His Holiness, however, insists that he's a prnisoner.

Tite evangelical congregations in Rome are unitedly
founding a Protestant hosputal to render impossible the per-
sistent attempts to petvert the rotestant sick in the public
hospitals.

A BAZAAR rtecertly held in connection with the United
Presbyterian congregation, Oban, Scotland, realized $3,100,
and another held by the Cuefl Free Church congregation
yiclded $6,125.

WHtLE America is suffering from a protracted drought,
the English crops have been almost ruined by sevese storms.
The Irish crops are also reposted to be seriously damaged
by excessive rain.

IN1ELLIGENCE from Soudan, Africa, reports an affiay be.
tween the pupulation and the military, caused by the preach-
ing of a *“false prophet.”” Onec hundred and twenty Egyp-
tian soldicrs wese killed.

BEkLIN is down on anti-Jewish ctusades. The Minister
of the Intenur has instructed the authorities to deal ener-
getically with all anti-Jewish outrages, by dissolving meetings
and arresting the agitators if necessary.

GENERAL PuPE, 1n command of the Department of the
Missoun, shews his respect fur the Kansas p:ohibitory law
by an order that no alcoholic liguors shall be sold to any
citizen within Kansas military reservations.

Tue propused Missionary Conference at Constantinople
has been abandoned on the ground that the publishing of
results of missionary labour in the Turkish empire might
cause the Government to become more intolerast.

DUuURING a trial in a country town in France, the other
day, a priest who was called on the witness stand declared
he would take no oath, as priests should be excepted from
that formality. The judge confirmed his objection.

Rev. W, ARTHUR says of the work in Paris: “ 1 have
addressed more people in evangelistic services during the
1a5t four years than ever I saw collected tegether in religious
services dunng all the previous years I have known Paris.”

NEBKASKA is trying a high license law : $1,000 in cities
of 10,000 inhabitants and $300 in smaller places. The
courts have declared the law valid 1n spite of the objection
that it is intended not to raise revenue, but to prevent liquor
selling.

A FARMER named Mendenhall, residing in Cecil county,
Md., in conversing with 2 neighbour a short time ago, made
blasphemous expressions 1n 1egard to dry weather and the
prospective fatlure of crops, and since that day he has not
uttered 2 word. :

By a vote of thirty-four to five, the Georgia Senate has
passed an anti-Mormon bill which makes it a felony for any
person, by persuasion or otherwise, to attempt to mislead or
influence othiers 1n the commission of the cnme of bigamy
or polygamy.

FRANCE pays $10,000,000 yearly in salaries to prelates
and clergy. The vote of the late Chamber of Deputies of
$50,000 towards the salzries of Jewish ministers of religion,
shews how catholic and un-Roman the legislative body is
coming to be.

THE Prussian universitics conferred last year 566 doctors’
degrees, twenty-nine of these being honorary. Thae were
12,210 students in the eleven Prussian universities last year,
Philosophy claimed the largest number. The total pumber
of teachers was 948.

STATISTICS of the Jewish race, which have been prepared
in Germany, place the total nember of Jews now living in
the world at only 6,139,662. Of these more than five-sixths
(5.225.956) live in Lurope, 402,996 in Africa, 182,847 in
Asia, 20,000 in Australia, and 307,862 in Amenica.

Tus Chuich Extension Committee of the Presbyterian
Chutch, New South Wales, have instructed their Convener
to prepare a letter to be sent to the Conveners of the colo-
nial committees of the Home Churches, urping them, as
mozey would now be available, to send ozt additional Is-
bourers without delay.

THE latest reports of the British Registrar-General shew
that about onec in forty-five of the population of Great
Bnitain die annually. The employment most deleterious to
long hfe s the dry grinding of cutlery as at Shefficld. In
rural distncts the most fatal employment is inn-kecpiog.
Brewers also die catly.

A COLOURED preacher in Louisville, Ky., has found in his
charch a daughter ftom whom Lie was separated at the auction
bleck twenty odd years ago. He was much rejoiced, Lut
was a prey to conflicting emotions when he learned from
her that her mother is still liviag, he_having been legally
manicd to another woman after becoming a freedman.

A LONSTANTINOPLE cottespondent says : Germans and
Englishmen interested in the welfare of the Jews have set a
movement afoot 10 oblain 2 grant of lxnd in Syriz from the
Porte for allotment to Jews desiring to emigrate from
countrics where they are now subject to persecutions. A
delegate is now here, trying to secure the Porte’s approval.
‘The Sultan favours the scheme.
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WA INISTERS AND €HURCHES,

REv. D. J. MACDONNELL sailed from England on
the Sth inst.

REv. J. A, R, DICKSOX, of Galt, has returned from
his trip to the seaside.

REV. PRINCIPAL CAVEN has returned, and looks
well after his holiday trip,

THE Presbyterians of Deseronto have let the con.
tract for a new brick manse.

THE congregation of Knox Church, Beaverton, had
their anniversary services last Sabbath.

REvV. ARCHIBALD CRross, of Yorkville, has come
home after a ten months' visit to Scotland.

REV. MR. R0SS was inducted into the pastoral
charge of Knox Church, Perth, on the 8th inst,

THE Napanee Presbyterian Sabbath school enjoyed
a pleasant picnic at Fredericksburg on the sth inst.

THE Presbyterian Sabbath school of Smith’s Falls
Lad an excursiun by steamer up tbe Rideau Lakes
last week.

REV. J. ALISTER MURRAY, of St. Andrew’s Church,
London, left for Manitoba last week on a month's
holidays.

A rICNIC was held at Grand Falls, N.B., on the 7th
inst.,, under the auspices of the ladies of the Presby-
terian church.

THE ladies of the Presbyterian church, Wyoming,
held a Jawn social on the evéning of the 6th inst.—
proceeds 34o0.

REV. PRINCIPAL GRANT preached in St Andrew’s
Church (Mr. Macdonnell’s) in this city last Sabbath
morning and evening.

A SERMON preached by Rev. R. N. Grant, of In-
gersoll, in St David’s Church, St. John, N.B, is
favourably noticed by the local press.

WE are sorry to notice that the Rev. John Gray, of
Orillia, is still unwell. His pulpit was occupied last
Sabbath by the Rev. Mr. Acheson.

REv. A. B. BaikD, B.D,, appointed to the Edmon-
ton mission, N.-\W.T., arrived at Winnipeg two weeks
ago on his way to his distant field of labour.

REV. G. M. MILLIGAN, of St. Andrew’s Church,
Toronto, has arrived from England per steamship
“ Parisian.” He is looking well and hearty after his
trip.

IT is reported in several western papers that the
congregation of St. Andrew’s Church, Strathroy, are
about to extend a call to the Rev. D. D. McLeod, of
Paris.

REV. JAMES ROBERTSON, Superintendent of Mis-
sions in Manitoba and the North-West Territory,
preached st Brandon, Man,, on tke 28th ult. The
people there expect to built a church soon.

FATHER QUINN, sometime a Romish priest,
preached in the Enniskillen Presbyterian Church,
on the 5th inst. The next evening he delivered a
lecture on the Confessional to a large audience in the
same place.

OX the eve of Mr. James M. Robertson’s removal
from St. Mary's, the choir of the First Presbyterian
Church in that town, of which he had been 2 member,
presented him with two nicely bound volumes of
poems and 2 copy of the New Testament in both
versions.

A SUCCESSFUL social was beld by the Presbyterian
congregation of Seaforth on the 3sth inst., at which
the Rev. A. D. McDonald gave some account of his
travels in the old country. At the close the sum of
$40 was presented to Professor Jones as a mark of
the congregation’s appreciation of his services as pre-
centor.

A NEW Presbyterian church for the use of the In-
dians on the Okanase reserve at Riding Mountain,
Manitoba, was opened on the 7th ult. Rev. Mr. Ste-
wart preached in English and Rev. George Flett in
the Cree language, The church will seat comfortably
100 persons. The cost was only a trifle over $400, of
which the Presbyterian Church in Canada has paid
$300. For the balance Mr. Flett is for the present
personally responsible.

AT the last meeting of the Presbytery of Truro,
N.S., held on the Gih inst., the business was chiefly
of a routine character. The next meeting is to be
held for Presbyterial visitation at Economy on Mon-
day evening, Oct. 3rd, at seven o'clock, and at Five

Islands on the “oliowing day {Tuesday) at eleven am.;
Mr. McMillan to preach at Economy and Dr. Mc-
Culloch at Five Islands., In connection with this
meeting of Presbytery, missionary ineetings will be
held at Bass River and Portapique on Tuesday even-
ing, October 4th, to be addressed by members of
Presbytery.

THE church at Newtonville was reopened for the
worship of God on Sabbath,the 4th inst. For some
weeks the work of repair has been going on. The
whole of the woodwork has been repainted, some
changes effected in the interior of the church, walls
tinted, roof has been re-shingled, etc. The Rev. W,
Ormiston, D.D., conducted worship in the morning.
Many were unable to gain admittance. From far and
near the people came to hear the now noted divine,
who began his labours in the ministry in this place.
Rev. R, ]. Beattie, of Port Hope, preached to a full
house in the evening. On the following day a social
meeting was held, tea served in the basement, music
and addresses in the church. The Rev. A. A, Drum.
mond, of Newcastle; A. Frazer, Orono; and R, J.
Beattie, Port Hope, gave short addresses, the pastor
in the chair. The total cost of the improvements,
about $250, was provided for. The church will now
compare favourably with the majority of village
churches.—~CoM.

\WE notice that Mrs. John McRae died at Renfrew
on the 3oth July. The deceased lady was a native of
Ross.shire, Scotland, whence she emigrated and
settled in the county of Renfrew, when it was almost
2 wilderness. From the beginuning she interested
herself in all Christian and charitable work, and soon
her name became a houschold word throughout the
community. She took an active interest in our
Church, and many of our ministers can tell of the
bearty welcome and the valuable aid which she gave
them in those early days. For many years before
death she was an invalid, and subject to great
suffering. It was in those years, however, that the
excellence of her Christian character was most mani-.
fest. Strong in her faith in Jesus, and patiently
resigning herself to God’s will, there was something
very beautiful about those closing years of a useful
life. At length God saw fit to relcase her from
trouble, and to call her home. She will be long and
greatly missed by both rich and poor in Renfrew,
where all classes unite in saying, * We shall not soon
see her like again.*—CoM.

THE Peterborough Ministerial Association was re-
organized at 2 meeting convened by the Rev. Mr,
Torrance at ten a.m., on Monday, September 5th.
There were present on the occasion the Rev. Messrs.
Shaw, Workman, Jolliffe, Brown, Fletcher, Torrance
and Stobo. The Rev. Mr. Stobo was chosen presi-
deny, and the Rev. Mr. Jolliffe secretary and treasurer
for the ensuing year. 1t was decided that pastors in
the vicirity be invited to join the Association. The
nex: meeting is to take place in the house of the Rev.
Mr. Jolliffe on the first Monday in October. The
Rev. Mr. Shaw is to gi—e the outline of 2 discourse,
and the Rev. Mr. Torrance to read 2 paper on the
“ Relation of the Believer to the Law.” The following
is a list of subjects suggested for discussion during
the stason : (1) What constitutos pastoral visitation?
(2) What is the proper department of the pastor in
the social circis? (3) Should pastors be bound by
the conventionalism of their class? (4) What is the
true relations of the Church to young people’s socie-
ties? (35) The Church in relation to the liquor traffic
and the drinking usages. (6) The rational observance
of the Sabbath or Lord’s day. (7) Is the popular
idea of worship the Christian idea in the Scriptures?
{8) The Sabbath school in relation to the Church.
{9) Our public schools in relation to the Gospel.
(10) Should Christian societies or churches make the
fullest provision for the suppert of their own poor?
{11) Is the office of the deaconness scriptural and a
necessity? (12) How far is it right to encourage
periodic revival of religion, and how may we best
avoid the changes connerted with the same? (13)
The relation of the Church to the non-church-going ;
what should be done?

AN adjourned meeting of the Presbytery of Ottawa
was held at Wakefield on the 6tk September, for the
ordination and induction of the Rev. George D. Bayne
jnto the pastoral charge of the congregation of Wake-
field. The Rev. \Wm. Caven, of Buckingham, pre-
sided on the occasion ; Rev, Joseph White, of Roch-
esterville, preached; Rev. Wm. Moore, D.D., of

Ottawa, addressed the pastor, and Rev, George Jam.-
feson, of Ayimer, the people. In the evening a social
was held for the purpose of welcoming the pastor,
when the chair was occupied by Mr, White, oneof the
former pastors of the congregation, Reireshments
were provided by the ladies, Addresses were deliv-
ered by Rev. Messrs. Caven, Jamieson, Follock, of
the Methodist Church, Farries, Gordon, and Dr.
Moore. Not theleast interesting part of the evening’s
procedure was the presentation of an address of wel-
come by Mr, W, D, Leslie to the new pastor, and the
payment of the fiest quarter’s stipend in advance, an
arrangement to be continued hencefosth, To the ad.
dresses of welcome, Mr. Bayne made a suitable reply.
Mrs. D. McLaren presided at the organ, and with her
choir, discoursed fine music between the addresses,
which added greatly to the enjoyment of the evening.
The people and their pastor are to be mutually
congratulated on a settlement so auspicious, and they
will doubtless apply themselves with energy to for-
warding the cause of our Lord in their midst and in
the world.—CoM.

PRESBYTERY OF LINDSAY.—This Presbytery met
at Beaverton, on Tuesday, 30th Angust, and was con-
stituted by the Rev. J. McNabb, Moderator, gro fem.
Former minutes read and sustained. The Rev. W,
Lochead was appointed Moderator for the year.
Messts. A. Cuthbestson, J. Currie, A. G. McLachlin,
D. Bickell, and R. Stewart, students, delivered dis-
courses on subjects assigned them, which were sus-
tained, and the clerk instructed to certifyjthem to the
college. Mr. A. B. Dobson, transferred from Saugeen
Presbytery, gave in his trials for license, which:were
sustaingd, and he was licensed in due form. A num-
ber of reports were given in and amount of routine
business attended to. The Presbytery spent consider-
able amount of time in connection with the claims of
mission stations and supplemented congregations,
grants forthe eusuing year, andjwith the future supply
of vacancies and mission stations. The next meeting -
of the Presbytery was appointed to be held at Wood-
ville, on Tuesday, 29th November, at eleven a.m.—
JaMEes R. ScoTr, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.—This Presbytery met
on the 6th inst, Rev. E. D. McLaren, Moderator.
Rev. A. Gilray was appointed to ccbperate with Rev.
R. H. Warden, secretary and agent of the College
Fund, in laying the claims of said Fund before the
congregations and mission stations within the bounds.
It was reported by Rev. P. Nicol that he had mod-
erated in a call from the congregations of West King
and Laskey, in favour of Rev. J. W. Cameron, B.A.,
probationer. The call was found to be well signed.
A guarantee for §580 of stipend was read ; and it was
also stated that 2 manse would be available. It was
agreed to sustain the call, in the hope that the stipend
would be raised to not less than $650. Mr. Cameron
being present, the call was put into his hands; and at
a later stage he stated that he was not able in the
meantime to give a dacision, and accordingly a month,
as usual, was giver him for further consideration of
the matter. Rev. J. R. Gilchrist reported anent his
presiding in the election and ordination of threeelders
for the congregation of Horning’s Mills. A committee
was appointed 10 hear exercises of students of theol-
ogy within the bounds, on subjects previously assigned
to them, sxid discourses to be heard in Knox College
on the 5th proximo, at half-past two o’clock p.m.
Considerable time was spent anent applying for grants
to weak congregations and mission stations within the
bounds. Amangements for holding missionary meet-
ings next winter were left in the hands of the several
pastors, and of the moderators of vacant sessions,
said meetings to be reported on not later than the
month of March. The next oirdinary meeting was
appointed to be held on the first Tuesday of Novem-
ber, at eleven o'clock a.m.—R. MONTEATH, Pres.
Clerk,

FAREWELL TO DR. McKAY.

MR EDITOR,—It is proposed to give Dr. McKay a
grand farewell on the eve of his departure from his
native country for Formosa. The meeting will be
held at Woodstock, on Qctober 11th, at seven p.m.
From the interest taken in Dr. McKay and his wotk
throughout this county, there is no doubt that the
gathering will be one of the largest and most interest.
ing ever witnessed in this place. All the Presbyterian
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ministers in the county are specially invited and
expected to attend. Rev. Prof. McLaren, Convener
of the Foreign Missions Committee, has promised
to be prasent and glve a short address. Ministers
and other friends throughout the country who can
make it convenient to attend are cordially invited,
and ample accommodation will be provided for them
in Christian homes, Such would do well, however, to
cummunicate their intention to be present to the Rev.
Mr. McMullen or myself. Will the kind friends who
contributed so nobly to the Training School Fund
take note of the date of the ¢ farewell,” and endeavour
to have all subscriptions paid in at least a week before
that time?

I have the following acknowledgements to make
this week: Thamesford, per A. Mchullen, $42.805
St. George, per W. B. Wood, $60; Marshall McKay,
Kentucky, $5 ; Rev. Mr. Hartley’s congregation, Rog-
erville, 380 ; Rev. L. McPherson, East Williams, $30.

W. A. McKAy.

Tkhe Manse, Chalmers Church, Woodstock,

September 12th, 1881,

P.S.—Dr. McKay will preach in Harriston, and in
some other place in that neighbourhood, on Sabbath,
18th inst.

STATE OF RELIGION—A CORRECTION.

MR, EDITCR,—Allow me space to correct an error
in the last Assembly’s Report on the State of Religion,
Referripg to the query regarding the “ liberality of the
people,” it says : ““ The Synod of Toroato and King-
ston seems to have overlooked the important query ;
perhaps on account of the larger place given in the
report to the subject of special services and the
encouraging results of the same.” 1 deem it due to
the Committee which prepared that report, and to
myself, its Convener, to correct this error. We were
glad to be providentially called to give a good deal of
spuce to the important matter referred to, but did not
overlook the other, as the following extract will shew.
After referring to the many defects in the returns, our
report says: “ We have little difficulty in concluding
that a large proportion of our congregations are char-
acterized by . . much liberality, shewn toward
the support of the Gospelat home, and its propagation
abroad. These are facts and features of our religious
life of high value, and we do well to recognize thank-

Sfully the existence of so high an average.”
. WALTER M. ROGER.

Ashburn, September oth, 1881,

PASTORAL CHANGES.

MR. EDITOR,—Your excellent article in last issue
on *“ Pastoral Changes * touches the very nerve and
lays bare the roo® of a great and growing evil in our
Church. Several cases have come under my notice,
where 2 worthy and faithful minister was driven from
his congregation by a small clique,to the great griefcf
the copgregation as a whole. Had the congregation
got an opportunity of voting on the issue, they would
have sustained and retained their minister, but the
latter gave up the conflict and withdrew. My im-
pression is *hat too many ministers yield far too
readily to a little opposition on the part of a few mal-
contents. A few of the trustees get soured against
the minister because he won't submit to their dicta-
tion, or meekly bear theic insolence, and “assuming
that they “run the Church” they resolve to drive
himout. If'in sucha case the munister leaves, the
blame should not be 1aid onthe congregation. When
or where did a congregation of solid, pious Presby-
terian people take sides with a few mischief-makers
against their pastor, if he was a faithful and devoted
pastor among them ? Some trustees, because they
manage the finances, treat the mimister as if he were
their paid servant, and forget that they are simply
handling the funds of others, and are themselves the
public servants of the congregation. This is a most
terribly widespread evil in the Church, and a thorn
in the fiesh to many ministers. But what remedy can
be found for the insecurity of the pastoral office and
the present tendency 10 so frequent change? My
impression is that the fault is not all with the people,
but to some extent with the ministers themselves.
They often leave when, in reality, the number of the
congregation in their favour is greater than at the
time of their settlement, and the attachment far
stronger, They do not find out the mind of their
people until it is too late, and the clique who “runthe

Church” have accomplished their purpose, and the
next minister passes through a precisely similar
experience. What is the remedy for this? Clearly
that the minister should put himself in more direct
communication with his people, and not conceal {from
them (as ministers so ofien do) the heartless insolence
with which they are often treated by a few who think
they are the whole congregation, and assume to speak
and act as if they were. In nine cases out of ten the
pastor would find his peop)2 a solid body at his back,
and the few mischief-makers would hiecome as gentle
as lambs. The minister who has trouble of this kind
can do far more to remedy it than either the session
or the Presbytery can. Let him exercise some firm-
ness and endurance, remembering that the congrega-
tion as a whole s not to be blamed, and that the evil
is so common that it is in vain for him to try a change
as a way of escape. In some cases a change is the
best course for both minister and congregation, no
doubt ; but change will never remedy, but on the con-
trary intensify, this cause of suffering to so many
pastors, and of grief and injury to the congregations
concerned. Let the minister give his people a chance
of shewing where they stand before he makes up his
mind to leave them. LarTv.

THE DUSTY ROOM.

A young girl was sweeping a room one day, when
she went to the window-blind and hastily drew it
down. ‘It makes the room so dusty,” she said, “to
have the sunshine coming in.”

The atoms of dust which shone golden in the sun-
beams wers unseen in the dimmer light. The un.
taught girl imagined it was the sunshine which made
the dust.

Now, many persons imagine themselves very good
people.  One poor old man, who had lived all his hife
without a thought of love to God, said he was willing
to die. He didn't owe any man a shilling. If the
Spirit of God should shine brightly into such a heart,
how would it look? It would shew them sins enough
to crush them. This light of the Spirit is like the sun-
shine iu the dusty room. It reveals what was before
hidden. When we begin to feel unhappy about our
sins, let us never try to put away the feeling. Don’t
let us put down the curtain, and fancy there is no dust.
It is the Holy Spirit’s voice in our Learts. He is
shewing us ourselves ; and, better still, He will shew
us the true way to happiness.

SABBATH SOHOOL B EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXXIX.
Sep. 28, . 1 Cor. ix.
By 2 TEMPERANCE. . { Sonk

—

GOLDEN TEXT.—* Every man that striveth for the
maatery is temperate in all things.”—1 Cor. ix. 23,

HOME RRADINGS.

M. 1 Cor. ix.22-27 Temperancc.

T. 1 °Thess. v. 1-10..Sobriety Enjoined.

W. Dan.i. 817 ....Not Defiled,

Th. t Cor. iii. 16-23 ..Consequence of Defilement.

F. Phil.iv. 1-23.. .‘*Whatsoever Things are Pure.”
S. Eph.v. 821. . Fruit of the Spirit,

Sab. Rom. xv. 1-7 ....Be Christlike,

HRLPS TO STUDY.

A blank having as usual been left in the Internstional
series at the end of the quarter, we fill it with a lescon on
Temperance, a subject that can scarcely be brought up
too often.

The lesson may be taught under the following heads:
(1) The Accommodating Apostle, (2) Motives jor Self-denial,
(3) The Physical and the Spiritual Contests, (¢) Necessity
Jor Earnestness, (5) Subpugetion of the Carnal Nature.

AN ACCOMMODATING APOSTLE.—Ver.22. Almost any-
one will perceive at onez that it is not weakness of body the
apcstle is here speaking of, but mather weakness of mind,
weakness of will or pur{)ose, weakness in determining and
acting ; or, to speak still more particulatly, the weakness
that renders 2 person liable to be led towards evil by things
which are in themselves morally indificrent.  There were a
good many things that Paul wmight do without the least
injury to his own moral or religiour character, but which he
was 2afraid of doing on account of the effect which they
might have upon others who were not so strong-minded as
he was. In the eighth chapter of this samc epistle Paul
says: **If meat make my brother to offend I will cat no
fiesh while the world standeth, lest T make my brother to
offend.” Would henot have said the same regarding wine and
sirong drink if drunkentess had been as prevalent in his day
as it isnow? ‘There are still 2 few strong-minded ‘modenate
drinkers who claim that they are quite rfe in using intoxi.
ating liquors, and who call those who practice total
abatineoce weak brethren, and affect to despise them.

They are too selfish to act upon the generous principle that
actuated the apostle, and abstain for the sake of others even
although they do not require to do so for their own saker,
These are not now quite so numerous as they have been in by«
gone times.  Some of them have, by witnessing the terrible
havac that strong diink is making in the world, and by the
teachings of God’s providence, being constrained to join
their ¢ weak brethren,” while others, and sad to say the
greater number, have, notwilhsl:\uding all their boasted
strength, gone down into the diunkard’s ranks. The total
abstinence army is not made up of *“weak brethren,”
There ate thousands of total abstainers who never were in
danger personally of becoming drunkards. These are acting
just as the Apostle Paul would have done in similar circum-
stances, because they are Christians as he was, Jet us hope,
and love their fellow-men as he did,

I am made all things to all men. The apostle uses
the term *“all things" in a restricted sense, meaning only
all things that were not sinful. He cmploys an almost
identical expression in the same way in the last verse of the
next chapter.  See also Rom. xv, 2.

I1. MoTives rOR SELF-DENIAL.—Ver, 22,23, Paul
accommodated himself to the weaknesses of men, in so far
as that could be done without interfering with his duty to
God, in order that he might by all means save some,
For this he was ready at any time to sacrifice his personal
tastes, habity, views, feelings and prejudices in all matters
not essential to n:ligion; or what were these when placed
in the balance against the human soul. Fired with the
spirit of his Master, Paul’s heart burned to see sinnerssaved,
and he did not consider Jife itself too much to give for the
Gospel's sake.

I1f. Tug PUYSICAL AND THE SPIRITUAL CONTESTS.—
Ver, 24, 25. The reference hete is probably to the
Isthmian games which were held every second year in the
neighbouthood of Corinth.

And cvery man that striveth for the mastery is
temperate in all things. * Even in our own day,” says
the ** Westminster Teacher,” ‘¢ we have illustrations of the
sarue abstinence and self-denial in training for physical con.
tests. The oarsmen and boat crews that yow in regattas go
through a long preparatary training, in which they not only
practice with the oar, but by special diet and exercise bring
up their bodily condition to its very best.  Even the miser-
able nugilist becomes temperate that he may be in full
health and vigour for his contest. Thus men are ready to
deny themselves, sestrain their appstites and control their
desires, that they may do their best in some trial of physical
strength.  They know that intempsrance wastes their
strength and mpenls their success. Now the lessors are
very plain. Surely the incorruptible ctown held before
each one of us is far more worth the struggle than the pine
or laurel wreath, or the belt, or cup, which is offered in
these physicul games. And the same principle, or law of
success, also_applies. Spiritual victory can’ be obtained
only by putting our bodics under the severest discipline.
There are many persoas who fail of heaven because they
are not willing to deny themselves what their appetites
crave. Many throw away a crowa of glory rather than dash
from them a wine glass."

1V, NecessiTY FOR EArRNESTNxSs.—Ver. 26. The
apostle does not waste his strength upon imaginary foes.

he contest in which he was engaged was real, The
Christian life is a strugple, a watfare against many evils,
prominent among which is intemperance; and Christians
ate every day finding out that in resisting the encroachments
of intemperance they must fight the enemy on the total
abstinence line or be utterly discomfited. **I believe”in
appealing to the conscience of the moderate drinker,” said
{ohn B. Gough, ‘‘and asking him to be a hero. What is

eroism but seclf-sacrifice? All heioes are workers for
others. . . . Ask the world’s great men in what their
greatness consists.  One will 22l you, ‘I make marble
breathe;® another, ‘I make canvas speak;’ another, *I
sing a song that 2ges will repeat;’ another, ‘I conquer 2
wor.d.’ Are these mnen heroes? Perhaps. Are they great
men? Perhaps: but listen. Across the hills of Galilee is
heard the voice of Him who spake as never man spake.
Reverently we ask, “Prophet of Nazareth, what is Thy
greatness 2’ Hear the reply : *1 coms to seek and to save
that which was lost.” * By what means?' ° By giving my-
self a saciifice for them.'  Lompetitors for heroism, fix your
eyc there, and take your rank according to the most
magnificent standard of heroism that ever the world knew."

V. SusJUGATION OF THR CARNAL NATURE.—Ver. 23.
Our fleshly lusts and passions must be restrained, subdued,
“crushed with heavy blows,"” as Paul literally says, if
necessary to prevent their having the mastery. lowever
strong or violent these may be in the case of any individual
b:hcvcr, sull, 1n God's strength he is enabled to vvercome
them.

Lest that by any meauns, when I have preached to
others I myself should be a castaway. Another
extract from the * Westminster Teacher” will throw light
on this passape: ** Somehmes people foolishly say, *If I
am to be saved I will bLe saved, no matter how I live! No
greater mistake was ever made. No one is saved who does
not fight the battle of life with heroic courage to the end.
Paul %clicvcd roost thoroughly in the security of believers.
Theeighthchapler of Romans proves that. Yet he believed
also and said that ‘to be carnally misded,’ that is, 10 be
ruled by the flesh, ‘is death.” In the sccond and third
chapters of Revelation, the refrain of each of the epistles to
the seven chuiches, is ¢ To-him that overcometh.” Glorious
things are promised. They shall eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the pamdise of Gode They shall
cat of the hidden manna and receive a white stone.  They
shall be clothed in white raiment, and their names shall not
be Llotted out of the book of life. Rut in every case they
must overcome before they can reach these joys. Lifeisa
battle, and the crown is piven only to the victors. And
victory can be gotien only by being united to Christ,
Thete is no other one who can overcome the hosts of Satan
and the power of sin. But if we ate in Christ's company,
we shall be victorious over all evil, and be more than
cooquerers through Him that loved us.”
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Bur Founa Pouks,

WORK FOR THE LITTLE ONKS.

Thore is no litile child $o0 small
To work for God ;
Theore is a mission for us all
From Christ tho Lord,

*Tis not onough for us to give
Our wealth alono;

Wo must ontircly for Him live,
Aud Yo His own.

Though poverty our portion be,
Chrigt will not alight,
o lowliest little one, 8o he
With God bo right.

Father, ol give us grace to see
A plaoce for us,

Where, in Thy vinoyard, we for Thee
May labour thus,

GIRLS IN EARNEST.

EAR young girls, 1f you feel tired aud

discouraged it may brighten you alitile

to hear a true story of a couple of maidens

who fought against fate, more than twenty-five
years ago in the wilds of Maine.

The Wellman family, consisting of a widow
and six children, lived “off on a cross-road,”
half & wile from the highway ; and the people
in the quaint little village under the hill
pitied them because their house “looked so
lonesome.” It was a low-roofed, unpainted
cottage, with a small bush of southernwood
cach side of the door-stone, and a well-sweep
afew rods to the right. Not at all a charming
place, except for a grand mountain view at
the back dvor, which Marcia and Jane drank
in as they stood there feeding the chickens.

These girls walked moro than a mile over
a hilly, rocky roaa, to a very comnmon school,
where at best they had only five months’
imstruction in the year. So what could they
be thinking of to try to “get an education ?”
Why anybody could see ic was a sheer im-
possibility

But here let me till you that Marcia Well-
man didn't mnind such trifles as impossibilities |
Not she! you couldn’t daunt her brave spirit
any more than you can kill out Canada thistles.
The winter she was sixteen and Jane fourteen
they had mastered common arithmetic and
were beginning algebra and Latin.  Miss
Gordon, the tescher, kindly heard their lessons
after school, for, as she wrote her friends in
New York, “ they are wonderful girls and she
felt it an honour to help them.”

In January of that year a great storm sct
in, the wind and the snow followed one an-
other like two stump orators in & Presidential
campaign. Thesun rose next Mounday morning
and looked for the httle town of Vance, but
it was buried alive under the snow. Nota
fence was to be seen, or the remotest trace of
a road.

“No school to-day,” sighed Jane, looking
out at the earth as 1t lay in its white shect.

«“No but therell be school to-morrow. I
can just see Mr. Diggles, ever so far off, with
any number of oxen. Oh, what a cross it is
to live on a cross-road : ™

Marcia set her teeth as she spoke, knowing
Mr. Diggles to be an unneighbourly man, who

would nover think of letting them out of their
whito prison,

“Nobody'll remember us,” said Janoe, tear-
fully ; “we shall be snowed up for a woek !”

“ O fio!” said Marcia, whoso courage always
rovived when sho saw her sister erying. “I'll
dig mmy way out, never fear}”

“ Why, Marcia Fuller Wellman! It’s half a
mile, and the drifts are as high as your head.
You dig us out, indeed 1"

“Oh, well! you'll help,” said Marcia, confi-
dently. “And mother 'll help.” ‘

She was a skilful general. She knew her
men. When Mrg. Wellman and Jane heard
her clear, ringing voice, and saw her face set
like Hannibal crossing the Alps, there was
nothing for it but look up the snow-shovel.
With that and the barn-shovel and a spade,
these three intrepid women undertook to cut
their way through a chain of mountains to
the village.

“Slow and steady !” said tho mother, thrust-
ing her ghovel into the heart of & pyramid.

Cut, slash, went the spade! that was Marcia.
Thump, plungo, went the barn-shovel! that
was sane. Ah, but it was terrible work for
young arms!

By foon the cross-road was half cleaned,
and the girls caught their breath, and won-
dered if Mr. Diggles, down by the corner,
“wouldn't feel ashamed of himself.”

But he was so accustomed to fecling ashamed
that he didn't mind it. Like the Levite, he
passed by on the other side; and we will be
charitable enough to think he didn’t sec the
brave women who were trying to do the work
of oxen.

Before dark, it was done; and Marcia
flourished her tired arms, exclaiming :—

**Sound the trumpot, boat the drum!
Tremble, Vanco, wo come, wo come!”

It was a brilliant victory. But the girls
did not know they had made there lives sub-
lime. They never dreamed that this thing
which was done in a cornér was spread far
and wide through the streets of New York.

Two weeks afterwards, as they were eagerly
conning their Latin grammar in the kitchen,
the stage-driver dropped at their door an en-
ormous package containing forty valuable
books.

Buuks fur them ! what did it mean ? Perhaps
Miss Gordon could have told, if she had been
there.

The package was sent by three eminent
men of New York, and bore a card inseribed
with the words: “To the Misses Wellman, as
a token of respect fur their pursuit of know-
ledge under difficulties.”

Thus ends my true story of two “girls in
carnest,” either of them “ worthy to sxt at a
king's right hand in thunder-storius.”

A WONDERFUL PET.

OU have heard of wonderful dogs and
horses by the score, I dare say, but 1
fancy you have not often heard of a pet ele-
phant. In India, wherc eclephants are
numerous, thoy are employed in different
kinds of service, and T will now teli you a
true story of one who was a pet.
Old Soup (for that was his curious nawme)

was born more than a hundred years ago, and
he lived about two years sinco on the banks
of the River Ganges, near the city of Cuwnpore.
The story of his life would be a very intoresting
ono, if he could only tell it; but you see, he
has outlived all his carly friends, and so
there is no one to tell it for him.

When Old Soup (or Sourpamany, as the na-
tives called him) was young, he was trained
for war; and used to go out fighting and
hunting with his black masters, and many a
savage battle did he have with the hard-skin-
ne:, one-tusked rhinoceros. But Old Soup is
old Soup now, and having seon so many ups
and downs in life, he is glad enough to take
it just a littlo bit easy in these his later days.

But now I must tell you how he came to be
made a pet; and I am quite suro that when
you have heard the story you will agree with
me that he heartly deserves all tho pcttlu" he
can th

Weil, Old Soup was one day, at the timo of
which I am now speaking, working with a
number of other elephants and scmo soldiers
in loading a ship with bags of rice. “Major
Daly was the officer in charge of the soldiers,
and Old Soup and the other elephants belonged
to him, This was just about the time of Old
Soup’s hundredth birthday, and as the ‘cle-
phants,one by one,marched up to the ship'sside
and delivered their bags of rices*Major Daly'«
little boy and girl stood watching the old
fellows at their work.

What was the reason I cannot say—whether
it was the heat of the sun, or the hardness of
the work, it is impossible for me to tell—but
all at once one of the elephanty bégan to throw
his bags of rice info the river, and the Major
soon saw that the animal had gone mad. .

The mad elephant, having killed his keeper,
turned and ran .owards the Major's children,
who were hurrying with their nurse to get in
doors. How they would have fared if they
had been left to themselves I cannot say; but
Old Soup was there, #nd when ho saw the
mad elephant chasing the Major’s children, he
dashed in between them and fought the mad
creature until he laid him dying on the ground.

It was a terrible fight this last fight -« Ol
Soup’s. 1t lasted fur an hour and a half; aud
though Old Soup was conqueror in the”end,
he had many wounds to remind him of the
struggle. His ears were badly torn, and his
head bruised, and one of his tusks was broken
off short, but hesaved thé lives of his mastery
children, and I am not surprised tha% they
made him a pet after that.

But Old Svup became sumething more than
a pet, he became a nurse as well, and often
would he take the children out by tlie hour
together, and the major said, over and ovur
again, that he would far rather trust his cLil
dren with Old Soup than with any number of
Hindoo nurses.  He became quite a fisherman,
and might often be seen on the banks of the
Ganges helping his little friends to cateh the
golden tench which abound in that famun
river. One of the boys would bate the hook
for him and take off the fish, but he woeuld
hold the fishing-rod with the tip or his trunk,

and would always know when he had a bite,
and would land the fish as well es any one
Was he not a wonderful pet ?
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