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PRACTICAL STENOGRAPHY.

BY H. C.

DEMMING, OF HARRINBU R, PA. !

o
5 MAN is largelv what he makes him
g self : a «tenogiapher almost entirely ;
8. Sorme people have success thrust
5% Uupon them: stenigraphers have to
win theirs.  The road te eminence, in some |
professions, may be travellel by bunglers;
there are no bungling phonagraphers who can
travel it long. The) either drop out of their
If
thev come back into the road apain, (to bungler,
their final exit is only a question of ume. There
are resting places in most pursuits, and locali-
ties for refreshment and invigoration, and the
final goal.  The stenograpber finds hus goal in

‘* The evil that men do. lives after them .
The goid s oft interred with their bunes. ™

Tre e.i" that stenographers do lives with
fellow-men ere their bone- are interred.  From
of a practical business stenographer’s life, he 1s
either progressing or retrograding. No man
requires greater qualificat ons to commence
with, whether natural or acquired. No one
needs a greater diversity of talent through lfe

onTo, NoveEmBeR, 1880.

Exitarisl and
~fosfo—ee

This Las reference particularly to
the short-hind reporter who dues miscellaueous |
To-day ina law court: to-morrow in
the presence of theolocians | the dayv after re-

1 cording the intricacies of medical science ; then

following and placing in permanent form the
from that to

+ | metallurgy : then perhap- gecdogy  or botany,

TYor drugs, or bunking, or agriculture,-—whatever

the rubject may be.” Sometimes varying every

“ition,

day in 8 week ; snmetimes 8 week or a month
.10 one channel ; but every day sume new forms
1of outline, and new perplesities for transcnp-
It dees not require niany vean esx-
!perienoe to arrive at the knowledge that unless
ithe stenographer .~ somewhat conversant with,

r has an shstract knowledge of what he 1s
called apen to report. he cannot give entire

tisfaction tothcse who employ him.  This )

, the bert, generally speaking.

e

——————

|
No. 7.,

Cantrilakedx, ‘ l

carr.es us buck to the very beginuing of the
stenugrapher’s life ; to where he should sce the
necessity fur @ solid foundation to build upon.
Quickness of perception - a clear head, and .
mimble tingers , physical and mental organisms
that are able to endure loug and severe tax-
ation ; a pertivacity of pu puse and concentra-
tiwn abuve the medium of our race ; an absence
of brazen fanuhanty ; courtecusness, with an
oblyging disposition that car reach a pusitive
tension ; book knowledge that vught to extend
sunew hat into the classivs ; practical hnow ledge
thut should combnne all the leading topics of
the day aud age: an honorabie record for
punctuality and business integrity ; ana, fina'ly, !
a determination of purpise tnat will win and
cominand success 13 needed.

There are so many works published on the |
subje-t of acquiring the stenographic art, that
perhape it w11l not be wise to consider the sub-
Ject at length.  The intention of this article is ,
mainly for those who have entered upon practi-
cal work.  Yetit may not be amiss to note .
stveral essentinls beyond what have already
been given  First, to avoid too contracted a ,
syetem, although there are some contractions
very useful, and very much more desirabie than
f written out at length. A very lengthened
system alsu has its objeclions, as sometimes it
become necessary to wnte sv rapidly that the
euthnes are far frow the printed putterns, and
utter,y unsalvable by rigid rule.  The ** happy
medium,” like that of mortai life, 1s perhaps
1f 100 contiacted,
with very rajud speakers, or temporary spurts
of eloquence, the contractions are apt to be so
hurmied'y made as to be unrelieble. If two
lengthe ned, there is a waste of force, a tendency
to serawl, and sometines a sporadic pen and
iuk effusion beyond all transcribable compre-
beusion Aucther fact - with the writing too
lengthened, there is finally a peculiar throw ing
of the vouels where they ought not to be, when .
uncomimon words requnng vocalization are .
suddenly encountered.  But some persons who
wnte very contracted forms have had marvel- |
lously goeod success 1o their short-nand career. .
So.to0, with sowe who write astonishingly
lengthened outlines.
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The length of timo necessary to become a
good stenographer differs. Many of the most
skillful in the United States and England have
become such only after not less than five years'
study, practice and application.  Occasionally
the announcement is ninde of & person becom-
ing entirely proficient in less than a year. Like
meteors the latter class flash across the steno-
graphic sky ; but in a rhort time, like meteors,
to, they are nowhere to be found ; while the
stars of the growth of half a decade shine on as
quietly, steadily and brilliantly as before. It
is the conviction of the one now addressing you,
that what are recognized as leading phono-
graphic publications do themselves and the pro-
fession great injury by advertising such sudden
stenographic growths, luring many into wasting
their time, and leading the public to the belief
that stenographers are worth much less as a
class than they really are. Men are rightly ad- |
mitted to practice at the bar only after they
have passed proper examination ; physicians of
good standing in communities begin practice
only after certain essential acquirements, and
the fotlowing of the stenographic art ought not
to be permitted, especially in our courts of
justice, until after a certain proficiency has
been aitained,and a prescribed amount of actual
court reporting done under instructions. Unless
this, or some.hing of a protective character is
reached, for both the public and the profession,
we need not be surprised to find stenography
degenerating rather than finding increased favor
in fields where such services are now most
sought.

As the introduction of good and satisfactory
work opens the way for an increased number of
the profession, the question arises, What con-
stitutesgood and satisfactory work ? It is not
strictly verbatim reporting, though the skill to
do it is undoubtedly of marked importance.
The less verbatim the trauscription, with some
speakers, the better for the repatation of both
reporter and speaker. In some work, very little
changing is required. The most readily acquir-
ed branch of the profession is amanuensis
work,—and that in its order runs about as fol-
lows: (1) Writing from dictation of court re-
porters; (2) from dictation of business men ;
(3) dictution of reporters on miscellaneous
subjects; (4) of lawyers; (5) of theologians;
{6) of scientific men. The next most readily

reached brapch, with a fair knowledge of the
law, is court reporting ; then verbatim reports |
of political meetings; then court reporting, |
(with little or no knowledge of law or law|
forms ;) then counventions of a miscellaneous
character, as on municipal gosernment or agri- |
culture ; then legislative bodies; after them, say, |
medical sncieties, where few medical terms are|
used cutside the papers read; then follow
scientific bodies of all descriptions; then de-
bates and deliberations where foreign languages
or the classics are used frequently in terms, or
by quotationsa; then bodies where they are-used
altogether,—as French, German and Latin.

]
|
i
!
1
!
!
t
t
|
I

As before intimated, however skilled in the
verbatim employment, it ix somotimes necessary,
nnd often better work, to make changes from
the original notes.  There are times when the
greater part can be made much more satis-
factory by going over and sifting the whole, as
in some extemporaneousspreches. To do this
satisfactorily frequently nece-sitates severc
mental strain, and much hard labor ; yes, more,
a careful study of the speaker, his t:ue senti-
ments, (it he has any), and a keen regard for
the avoidance of any swexving from bis precise
views. Some such it is almost impossible to
please the first trial ; with some half a dozen
irials are absolutely necessary, if the chances
are offered ; and others never express pleasure
to the one who has really made their speeches
presentable.

Doubtless  every practical stenographer has
found that position of outline, when following a
fluent speaker, is exceedingly difficult,—and
perhaps here is one place where we may look
for improvement in the near future. Though
wemay in learning, and at first in busipess
pay due regard to position, after a while the
characters will be observed to be not elevaied
enough, or too low, and in oceasionsal spurts all
the characters will be above the line or nearly
onit. The cnly remedy I can suggest is to
write every word unlike every otber word, each
word having its only one distinctive outline,
and that outline readily made.

(To BE CONTINUED.)

LAWYERS AND LAW REPORTING.

DRNIE give below some extracts from an in-
& teresting communication with the above

4¢ title which appeared in the Qlobe a few
weeks since. It was written by Mr, E, E. Hor-
ton, one of the most accomplished and ex-
perienced reporters in Canada :—

«\¥il]l you permit me to draw attention to
some of the obstacles to the making of a correct
record of the evidence which many of the coun-
sel practising in our courts are in the habit of
putting in the way of stenographers.

The evidence in common law casesis required
to be written out in narrative form ; but to take
down testimony in narrative form with full as
surance of deiny so correctly is a thing which I
maintein no reporter can do. One who at-
tempts to record testimony in narrative form
must do so in g large measure constructively,
and if a stenographer attempts to do that, be-
sides sacrificing one of the chief advantages of a
stenographie report, viz : the preservation of the
exact words of witnesses, there is a risk of his
misinterpreting, in the haste with which he must
do it. the tenor of question and answer taken
together.

Admitting, then, that in whatever torm it may

afterwards be written out, testimony should in,

the first instance be taken down gquestion and
answer, it -is incombent on counsel when ex-

amining witnesses to see that they do not violate |

h
i
!




THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

103

the conditions under which alone this can
be done. Yet it is not at all an uncommon
thing to hear the counsel and witness talking
both at the same time for seversl minutes in
succession.

One of the worst classes of couunsel, from o
stenographer’s point of view, is the oune who,
knowing the story the witness has to tell, en-
deavors to hurry him through with it by telling
part of it himself, while the witness at thesame
tnoe is assenting to or denying, with or without
modification, what his interlocutorsis saying,
and occasionally detailingsnatches of the narra-
tive himself, and equally confusing to the re-
porter is it to have two or three questions shot
at the witness in rapid succession before he is
permitted to answer one. Sometimes a witness
comnmences to say something which the counsel
then examining him seems to think of no ac-
count, because when the witness has uttered no
more than a phrase which in itself conveys no
meaning, the counsel interrupts him with 2
question on quite a different point, and what the
witness has commenced to say is never com-
pleted. Yet, at a later stage of the case, though
it may not have been noted by the steno-
grapher, counsel on the other side will, if it
suits his purposse, be found commenting upon
this phrase, some other portion of the testi-
mony having contributed to give meaning to the
two or three disconnected words which, when
originally spoken, conveyed no complete idea.

At present the shorthand writer is almost en-
tirely ignored by counsel in our courts until tran-
seripts of his notes are required, then not only
all the evidence, but generally every objection
also is wanted, although at the trial no attempt
has been made to state the latter with any de-
gree of clearness and conciseness, but on the
contrary,the stenographer has been left to gather
them as best he can from a discussion, some-
times of a very technical character, between
judge and couasel.

Other difficulties which the court stenograph-
er has to contend with might be mentioned, but
let these suffice. If counsel would conduct the
examinations with an eye to all the questions
a< well as all the answers and all the objections
beinyg taken down, the stenographer would be
able to do his work satisfactorily to himself and
all concerned, and the great danger which he
now incurs of being led into mistakes, would be
| reduced to & minimum. To ensure an accurate
| report of the testimony, counsel should try to
{ approximate the speed of both themselves and
| the witness to that of a moderately fast orator.
Mr.T. A. Reed, of London, England, the fastest
shorthand writer in the world, ciaims as his ut-
most speed only 185 words per minute. Yef,
j from timing myself, I find that I can read and

* mind my stops " at the rate of 250 words per
l minate. With his mind distraught by such con-
| fusing elements, it is too much to expect of even
| the most skillfnl shorthand writer that he should
| be able to record the exact words of such wit-
nesses, The fact that the evils complained of
do not prevail to any appreciable extent in the

Courts of Chancery, scems to show that what is
needed to cuie them in the Common Law courts
is the co-operation of counsel with the officinl
reporter in the taking down of the evidence as
actually given, i.e., in the form of question and
answer."”

Next month we will give the views of Mr.
George Eyvel, of the Hansard staff of steno-
graphers, on reporting in the Ontario Courts,
and the difficulties reporters meet with.

MISREPRESENTING A SPEAKER.
BY T. W. G.

W NE of the most aggravating of the
many annoyances with which » news-
& paper reporter i afflicted, is that of
being charged with misrepresenting the
statements of a speaker. Reporters
have to be intelligent; as a rule they are con-
sciencious, and have no motive to give any-
thing but anaccurate report. Yet you will seldom
find a speaker who thinks he has received full
justice irom the reporter. His all-important
speech has been cut down to one-eighth ; the
reporters plead “crowded columns’ and lack of
time ; his weightest arguments and most telling
figures do not appear in print at all; thereporter
cannot see why his paper should re-print
that which it has already publiched two orthree
times, but worst of all, statements have been
put into his mouth which he did not make use
of at all. Now experiences have shown that a
speaker’s recollection of what he has szid in an
extempore speech is frequently anything but re-
liable. He knows what he intended to say, but
in the excitement of delivery, he is apt to be
thrown off the track by interpretation, etc.. and
to say things he had no intention of saying.
Slips of the tongue are common and incomplete
explanations and half-finished sentences are so
many traps into which the reporter,in the hurry
of transeription, is in no smalldanger of falling.
Knights of the pencil are liable to err, just as
other people are, but when & mistake occurs in
the report ~* a speech, the chances are that the
fault is not the reporters, but the speakers.

THE SPELLING REFORM.

}.V..NHAT shall we do with our Engli-h
‘anguage ? The majority of people are
content to allow the ““arbitrary spell-
ing " {o remain. A cunsiderable num-
Sx7=4" ber would strictly oppose any inter-
ference with the much-loved forms of words,
however unphonetic and wisleading they may
be; while a determined majority are beat apon
the destruction of the present forms, Every
month brings ts & new * phonetic alphabet.”
Some are elaborate compilations that can never
become popular ; others differ from ordin
spelling mainly in the inversion of the ordinary
letters, insertion of small capitals, and similar
expediénts; while the American Philological So-
ciety asks only forthe omission of superfiuities.
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The question of phunetics is one of curious in-

terest now, tut will probably be of iwportance
. to0-all edncators and literary men in the near
! future. Meautime the whole force of the con-
! gervatism of human nature i+ allied against the
; phonetic reformers, M. C. D. Stout, of Fay-
.etteville, Arkansas, has taken his stand against
S tha present orthography, and publishes an
! alphabet which, he claims, * represents all the
i elementary sounds that are used in the English
! language, and corresponds, as nearly as possible,

with common established custom.” Thesimple
) l letters of the alphabet are used.

- WILBEREORCE AND THE RETPORTER.

~ s URING the debates upon the subject

V52 of public scarcity in 1802, Mr. Wilber-
)| force one night made a long and able
speech, in the course of which he re-
5 commended the cultivation of potatoes
as a source of cheap food. A reporter who was
present unluckily fell asleep and ounly awoke to
Lesr the conclusion of the speech. He asked a
man who sat next him to detail the leading
points in the hon. member's argument. He
was told that Mr. W. had been very eloquent in
recommending the culture of potatoes ; that he
instanced their good effects in developing broad
shoulders and a vigorqus constitution, aud withal
lamented that his parents had not fed him in
bis early youth with those salubrious roots.
The reporter amplified these points in bis next
day’'s paper to & speech of two or three columns
—without a single sentence of what Mx, Wilber-
force had really uttered. On the aext day Mr.
Wilberforce rose with the identical newspaper
in mshand. The call of ¢ privilege | ” * privi-
lege!” echoed from several voices, and Mx.
‘Witberforce addressed the chair by expressing
his unvillingness st all times to restrain the
liberty of the press, but when a gross misrepre-
sentation was msde of the speech of a member,
it ought not to pass in silence. * Read it"
echoed from all sides. Mr, W, put on his spec-
taclee aud procecded to the reading, but every
sentence produced shoufs of laughter, until ke
came to that point where s was repurted to
havelamented that he had not early been fed
upon potatoes and thereby réndered tall and
athletic. Amid the roars of laughter of the
members Mr, W. good-bumoredly jo.ned in, and
snid, » Well, I'protest the thing is so ludicrous
thatit is bardly worth serious notice, and I
shall parsue it no farther.”

HISTORY QF PHONOGRAPHTY IN THE
. UNITED STATES.

i N 1845, Stephen , Pearl Andrews and
i :Augustue F. Boyle formed a co-partnership

for the purpose of disseminating phono--

| graphy, and published. several works. In the

1 work of teaching and spreading a knowledge of"

' theart, they yere much assisted. by T. C. Le-

; land, who.is. widely known. In 1848 Oliver

Dyer started the American Phonographic
Journal, which he conducted for severat years.
In 1848, Elias Longley, of Cincinnati, imported
English shorthand works, and published the
Phonetic Magazine, which lived uutil the break-
ing out of the war. In 1850, H. ML Parkhurst
published the Plow Skare and other phono-
graphic peiodicals. In the latter part of 1852,
Mr. Benn Pitman, a brother of Isaac Pitman,
left Englaud for Philadelphia, where he taught
phonograpby for a short time until ‘he left for
Cincinnati, where he issved the Phonographic
Magazine and Reporter. A.J. Graham, of New
York, made his public appearance in 1854, and
issued his “standard system ™ which is quite
oxtensively used throughout the States. In
1867, James B. Muuson published his «*.Com-
plete Phonograpber.” This book was design-
ed solely for those who desived to becowe pro-
fessional reporters, and has become very popu-
lar. Mrs. Eliza B. Burns gave the world her
“ Phonographic Hand-book ” in 1871, and
since that time systems and text books have
multiplied to such an extent as to render it
almost impossible to enumerate them all.

LAWS AND REPORTERS OF THE
UNITED STATES.

BY 8. C. ROGERS, TROY, N. Y.

=2 ALIFORNIA.—Under the new constitu-
7 tion, which went into effect fully the
3 first of January, 1880, there areno dis-

trict courts, but each county has a

superior court with one or more judges,
as required. In San Francisco there aretwelve
judges, and each judge has sn official steno-
grapher, while there are some twenty-five pho-
nographers who are employed throughout the
State. Under the new law, the test of compe-
tency has been inereased from 140 to 150 words
per minute.

Connecticut.—An effort made last winter to
gecure a bill authorizing stenographers in the
supreme courts failed as usual.

Illinois.—Matters remain in statu quo. The
State reporting is much cut up.

Indiana.—This State is well supplied with re-
porters of one kind and annthpr. Young men
who are poor writers are willing to report for
almost nothing. The pay per diew ranges from
$3.50 to $10.

Tows.—This State paid shorthand reporters
about §68,000 during 1878 and 1879 for compen-
sation at the rate of $8 per day.

Kansas.—Thelaw is worse thannone. Alaw
was passed last winter authorizing the appoint-
ment of reporters, but the reporter gets but six
dollars & day.

Louisiana.—The laws regarding reporters are
in 5 jumble. Salaries have been fixed.at $1800
under a recent iaw, but the stenographers pre-
fer to work under the old law of 35 cents per
100 words. They intend testing the validity of
the néw Act, )

Missouri,—The regular rate at St. Louis s
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, 810 per day and twenty cents a folio: or $2 an
' hour and twenty cents a folio.

Nebraska.--A State Stenographer’s Society
" has bren formed. Rate of adwission, 140 words
! per minute.

New Hampshire.—All reportorial work is done

through and for the lawycrs. There are no

- “ofticials.”

Pennsylvs.iia.—Additional courts are employ-
mg reporters.

Tennessre.—An attempt to passa stenograph-
er's law al the last session failed, but it will be
tried again this year.

‘l'exas.—There is one ** official,” although the
- law does not provide for theregular appointment
of stenographers.

‘Wisconrin.—Judges of county courts can now
. employ reporters.

Utah has no stenographic law.

A REPORTER'S DEATH.

A young man while gunning in the woods &
few days ago ncar Foxboro, Mass., dis-
covered the skeleton of & man lying
in a clump of scrub oak. A medical ex-
_sminer was notified, and on searching the

clothes, still well preserved on the skeleton. and
" which were of fine material and well made,
found among other thingsa reporter’s note-book,
several pages of which were covered with phono-
! graphic characters, a medical book published in
; St. John, N. B., a pocket case of pins, a pearl-
' handled penknife, and & bunch of keys with a
| check attached, stamped J. V. B, Wilton. The
i body was that of a man connected with the
 Montreal Herald, and had probably lain where
it was found for two years. The man was
probably thirty years old, 5 feet 10 inches in
height, and the first right lower incisor tooth,
which is missing, had been taken out 4 consider-
able time before his deatls.

Mr. Wilion was for several years in the em-
~ ploy of the Montreal Herald,and as a shorthand
_ reporter had few equals. He was well-known
* to the members of the city press, and his ability
¢ was highly valued by the journal he served. He

left Monéreal for Boston, and though many en-
" quiries were made about him no word came to
- his Monireal friends s to his whereabouts, and
* it was at one time rumored that be sailed from
¢ Boston for England. He belonged to Bristol,
+ Eng.; had been on the English press, and leaves
" many friends in the Mother Country, who, in
. common with the acquaintances be made while
; in Montreal, will be horrified to learn of the
" anfortunate young journalist's sad fate. The
information at hand thus far as to the cause of
death is very meagre.

A Ngw use for the type-writer has been de-
veloped. A style is now made which weighs
but 15 pcunds and is as easily carried as a piece
of hand baggage. A gentleman on the Toledo
train the other day improved the three hours
spent on the train by answering a large batch
of letters, the jolting of the ¢ar in no way affeci-
ing the operation of the machire.

‘“COSMOP/LITAN." .
BY MISS LOUISE HOUSTON, CHICAGO, ILI.

The shades of night had barely cleared
When in a northern town appeared
A stranger, who, in itccents strong,
Shouted as he went along—

¢ Cosmopolitan.”

A Grip-sack in one hand he bore
With manuscript of ancient lore,
And those he passed on either flank |
Whispered, ** he's from some U. S. Bank—
“Cosmopolitan.”

His brow was moist—not so his throat,

A carpet-bagger going to vote,”

They said, and still he wildly swung

His shorthand, and likewise his tongue,
““Cosmopolitan.’

““Take the old road,” the grandsires hail,
‘¢ Ike changed the sign-boards head and tail,”
““ The new road’s best, Benaz graded well,”
But fainter now they hear the yell~

* Cosmopolitan.”

“ Take Munson's path around the hill,”
“ No, Grakam's route is shorter still.”
Yet straight ahead the stranger goes
And saickers loudly through his nose—
¢ Cosmopolitan.”

¢ O wait for me,”” the maidens cry,
“My heart it Buras for anally.”
‘‘ Have you a Cross? I'll share it too,”—
He whispered softly as he flew, .
. ¢¢ Cosmopolitan.”

A hunter found at close of day
A stranger prone on Death’s hichway,
Who whispered with his latest breath,
(The ruling passion strong in death,)

¢ Cosmopolitan.”

LITERARY FACTS AND FIGURES.

Charles Lamb used to get sixpence apiece for |
paragraphs in the BMorning Post. Ordivary
writers now get sixpence a line for notes in the
Pall Mall, and Tennyson receives a guines a
line for his verses in any magazine he may
choose to honor with his contributions. Mr.
Oldcastle says George Eliot receivel $40,000 for |
* Romola,” and the publishers have not yet seen |
half their money back. Mr. James Payne re-
ceives $12 and more for a magazine page of fic-
tion, but only $5 for the Nineteentk Century. |
The highest general pay .. the regular monthly |
magazines is §5 a page. When the late Shirley
Brooks and Tom Taylor wrote_ in The Gentle-
man they were never paid less than $10 2
page. Punck’s mivature pocket-book, with a
page about the size of the band,is paid for at
the rate of $25 & page. Eight or ten years ago
one writer was paid at that rate for scme bur-
lesque verses on * The Bell.” Poetry, like fic-
iion, has an exceptional experience. Until last
year Tennyson received $20,000 a year for his
copyrights; but Mr. Oldcastle says, *‘there is
only room for one Tenuyson at a time.” Walter
Scott received over $10,000 for * The Lady of
the Lake,” but Scott had to abandon poeiry
when Lord Byron appeared; and while Lord
Byron was calonlating one morning-that he bad

made §120,000 by poetry, Shelley was complain.
ing of the printer’s bill, which he had to defra
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! out of his own pocket. Browning's receipts are ! aggregate, a mark of 800 miler long to be traced

not equal‘iu & year to those of the veriest news-
! paper hack who seribbles bad prose. .Amold’s

“Light of Asia" will bardly bring him in as

much as a dozen political lenders ‘¢ thrown

off ® for the Daily Telegraph. Journalism is
i handsomely paid in London, witness the

writers of the 7%imes, the correspondents of the
| News and the Lelegrapkh.

|
| LONGHAND WRITING.
1]
f

| The following statistics about writing furnish
“a forcible argument in favor of shorthand :—
A repid penman can write thirty words o min.
i ute. To do this he must draw Lis pen through
the space of a rod sixteen and a half feet. In
forty minutes Lis pen travels a furlong. We
malke, on an average, sixteen curves or turns of
the pew in writing each word, Writing thirty
words iw a8 minute, we make 480 curves to each
minute; in an hour, 28,800 ; in 2 day of only
five hours, 144,000 ; in a year of 300 days, 43,-
200,000. The man who made 1,000,000 strokes
| with his pen in & month was not at all remark-
i able. Many men, newspaper wiiters, for in-
! stance, make 4,000,000, Here we have, in the

on paper by such a writer in a year. In making
each letter of tho ordinary alphabet we must
make from three to seven turns of the pen, or
an average of three and a-half to four,

DYING SPEECH OF BENNETT.

Below we give the key to the fac-simile notes
of Mr. A. C. Campbell, of the Globe, that appear
on page 116. Itis the speech made by Benuett,
the murderer of the Hon. George Brown, on the
seaffold. :

“T am going to die, and I am innocent of this crime. 1
don't think there is anything more I can say at the pre-
seat time. I could not control the act by which the Hon,
George Brown came to his death, It was done in the ex-
citement of the moment. He was under the impression I
was going to use the revolver. Perhaps he thought so for
he readily grasped it. I am going to mcet my God, and
it would be very foolish for me to die with a lie upon my
lips. I quite understand the position in which 1 am placed.
I am walking to you as one in the presence of his God ;
what I say to you are facts. It makes no difference to
me what people may say of me. If I had done this thicg
I would have acknowledged 1t likea man. The blood
does not trickie in my veins that would deny a thing like
th. if I had r=ally done it [t would have been a wrong
thing to me to have gone there to take 2 man's life in the
manner they say I did. I wi/! die hkea man.”

WiLniax Wiyrtox réports Talmage’s sermons
for the St. John’s Telegraph.
" Mn. J. A. Macurx, recently of Kingston, has
¢ obtained a position on the reportorial staffi of
the Globe.

Axprew Horranp, Esq., of Ottawa, acted as

]

!

¢ reporter for the Pacific Railway Commission

! recently held.

Mgr. Jorr DEWAR, the cily editor of the
London Kree Press, was seriously injured a
few days ago by jumping from a train while it
was in motion.

. ¥, W. WobtLr, formerly of Sarnia, and who
has been tor the past few weeks on the London
Advertiser, has gone to Hamilton to take a
place on one of the city dailies.

AxornHErR man goue west.—Mr. J. Fogarty,
who for somé time past bas acted as shorthand

" writer to Wm. Edgar, General Passenger Agent
G. W. R., Bamilton, has left for Chicago to fill
a responeible position on one of the principal
Chicago roads. -

A xEw use for the telephone has been dis-

. covered. At Brantford, wires were connected

" with the pulpit of Zion church, of which Rev.

¢ Dr. Cochrane is pastor. At one of the instru
ments in a distant part of the town Mr. Dan

S. Sager, an accomplished phonographer,

stationed himself, and easily took down the

. sermon in shorthand. He heard the minister's

voice very distinctly, and experienced no diffi-

culty in catching every word.

Baounaegraphic Gossip.
-o}—@——-o—{t—

Mg, Janes CranksEaw opened the shorthand
classes in the Montreal Mechanic's Institute a
few evenings ago. He gave an opening lecture,
in which he explained the phonetic basis upon
which alphabetic writing was originally founded,
together with a short explanation of short-
hand. :

Mg, Justice CaMERON told the lawyers at
Goderich assizes the other day thit there
would be no adjournment for luncheon. This,
no doubt, pushes business, but there is one
man that we know from experience would be
none the worse for an intermission of half an
hour in a full dsy’s court, and thatis the short-
hand reporter. To expect a man to take evi-
dence at the rate of over 120 and sometimes
over 140 words a minute for eight or nine hours
without intermission, is asking for ton much.—
Toronto World.

AMERICAN.

Leavviuee, Col., only boasts of two phono-
graphers.

H. J. JewesT has a colored stenographer for
an amanuensis.

Mx. H. C. Deuyrve, of Harrisburg, Pa.,
reports for four districts.

A rapy hasbeen appointed the stenographer
to the Terre Haute Judicial Court.

Georee Francis Trarn drove a California
reporter into suicide when he was there.

Jorx T. Ravaronp, the actor, esrned his first
money by selling the Buffalo Courier. He is
now rich and famous.

e
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GEORGE AvausTus Sara speaks at the rate of
200 sord: a minute, and uses a variety of

< | French and Latin phrases.

EveRy time the button on the buck of a man's

¥ | shirt gives way, the recording angel finds it

' necessary to resort to his shorthand.

d | A wax nomed Millar, at Ponca, Neb., was
|

foolish enongh to confess to a murder, when the

| | citizens hung him before 2 shorthand reporter
B | could write down the confession.

TrE new officers of the N. Y. State Steno-
grapher’s Association are C. G. Tinsley, Syra-
cuse, Pres.; W. E. Payne, Albany, Vice-P'res.;
and G. H. Thornton, Buffalo, Sec. and Treas.
%‘he Association has thirty-nine honorary mem-

ers.

ENGLISH AND FOREIGN.
Macauray used to speak at the rate of 330
words a minute.

A sHORTHAND class has been formed in Too-
woomba, Australia.

]
TrERE are only t + o shorthand associations in |
Irsland,—~one in Newry, and one in Belfast.

Mz. H. R. Evaxs has purchased Mr. Nan.
kivell's share in the Journalist, and is now its
sole editor and proprietor.

GovERNMENT Teporters were present at theo
London Adelphi Theatre on the occasion of a
recent Irish play, and took shorthand notes of
the dialogue.

THE Belfast Shorthand Writer's Association
has been resuscitated. There are three grades
of wembership—junior, intermediate and se-
nior members.

C. P. StaFrorp, an Italian journalist, died
recently at Kurrachee. He was the first pro-
fessional shorthand writer sent td India, having
joined the Bombay 7'%imes about fifteen years
ago.

Isaac Prraan’s system is taught in Spurgeon’s
College, Liondon. The class meets once a week.
There is also a class of fifty boys in the Stock-
well Orphanage, of which Mr. Spurgeon is the
President,

Tee September number of the Phonogreph
contained an excellent colored portrait of Shakes-
peare.

Mr. Thomas is still continuing his dissection
of Isaac Pitman’s new Dictionary in the Phono-
grapher's Herald.

Mr. Butterworth’s Phonographic Monthly is
ove of the best edited and lithographed of the
English shorthand Magazines.

TnE artist of the Meteor seems to have a
: weakness for delineating feminine forms. We
_ are treated to one or more every month.

ToE shots of the Phonographic Monthly's

* pea-shooter " seems to take effect, if we can
_ judge from the revengeful remarks indulged in

by some of our English contemporaries.
. WE have received an excellent photograph of
{ Mr. James E. Munson, of New York. Any
. person desiring a copy for framing can obtain
. one by sending 50 cents to Mr. L. Rouse, Box
| 8722, New York.
1 WE give the first installment of an article by
i H. C. Demming, Esg., of Harrisburg, Pa.. on
. * Practical Stenography.” It was read at the last
' meeting of the N. Y. State Stenographer's
. Association.

. A discassicn is going on in some of the Eng-

lish shorthand publications on the subject of
! granting phonographic certificates. It is sug-
, gested that examinations .be periodically held

iu cennection with Shorthand Writers® Associa-
, tions; that Inepectors be appointed by Mr.
| Issac Pitman, and the certificates gained to be
i ultimately submitted to him for signature.

[

Exitarial Notez.

_4.4.2..4-

‘WE are glad to learn that Mr. W, S. Jordan,
the Secretary of the Topeka Stenographer’s
Association, proposes to visit Toronto about
Christmas, On behalf of the Toronto knights
we bid you a hearty welcome.

Taoske of our friends who seem to require in-
formation on the subject are informed that this
magazine is under the editorial control of Mr.
George Bengough, Mr. Frank Yeigh being
agsociate editor. Mr. Thos. Bengough occupies
the position of a court reporter.

Frienp Browne, in the last issue of his Montk-
ly, charges us with * interpolating so as to gain
recognition in the matter of the report of the
suicide of Mr. Harry P. Comegys, of Topeka,
Kansas. In reply we will give the Secretary’s
official letter to us:

GenTLEMEN,—As requested by the Topeka
Stenographer’s Association, I forward you by
mail to-day a copy of the Topeka -Capitol, con-
taining an account of the suicide of one of the
most promising members of our fraternity,
Hairy P. Comegys, with a request that you
will insert in your magazine the resolutions
passed by the above Association, for the benefit
of his numerous friends in the East.

In the last paragraph of the resolutions, yon
will notice only Browne's Pkonographic Month-
ly mentioned. This was an oversight. Please
insert after the words ¢ New York City,"” *and
the Canapian SgortHAND WRITER. Toronto, Can-
eda.’ By complying with this request we shall
feel deeply indebted. I remain,

Yours fraternally,
- W. S. Jonpax, Secy.
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Mr. Arthur Bristow, of the Iepartment of
the Interior, Ottaws, wishes to sturt an ever-
circulator, and would like to hear from any of
our Benn Pitman subscribers who favor the
formation of one. Mr. F. Craig. of Peterboro,
wou'd alro like to join an ever-circalator writtin
in Isaac Pitmar's system. .

Tue editor of the Melror dves not thinkmuch
of the Shorthand Writers’ Assouiations, and
doubts their usefulness and atility. This s what
he rays: * The apparent re ults are disap-
pointing. There are some associativns which
exist principally upon paper, while the reports
of many of those that do exist are the reverse
of cheerful reading. We know of mauy who have
succumbed to the inevitable affieirs of circom-
stances, and the records of defunct societies
would farnish foud for uscfal reflection.” We
can agree with our contemyporary. We can point
to but a few successful associations on thiscon-
tinent. There seems to be somethicg radically

wrong in the management of these institutions,
bat we imagine that one of the chicf reasons
why shorthand societies do not exist in greater
numbers, and those that are formed are not
more succe-sful is the Jack of assimilation be-
tween piofessional writers and those who are
yet amateurs or advanced students. We are
{ sorry to say that there is a feeling on the part
of many practiced plhonographers to tur the
cold shoulder to thestudent, and discountenance
his «fforts to master the art. We do not mean
to say that thi« feeling is universal among re-
porters, but that it does find expression in some,
we are convinced. Iu this connection wewounld
rive vent to our opinions on another subject,
the s:eming selfishness of shorihand reporters
to rixidly keep to themselves any u-eful points
in the art they may have discovered by experi-
ence— contractions, word signs, and the like.
The pagesof the WriTER are always open to the
reception of any notes that would benefit the
plodding student in his study of phonography.”

LADY STENCGRAPHERS.
Itaca, N.X., Nov. 11th, 1880.
To the Editor of the WRiTER:—

In the October number of your excellent
magazive, yon state that the appointment of
a ledy as official stenograpner to ine courts of
Washington County. Qhio, is the first caseof a
; lady’s being appointed to such an office in the
i Stater. This 1 think is a mistake. Mrs. Pal-

mer, of Gtica, a member of our State Associa-
tion, has held the position of official steno-
grapher to the county courts of three counties
of our state for the past four or five years.
And I think Miss Pulsifer, of Maine, has held
a similar position for 2 much longer time.

Respectially youss,
Ta=o. C. Rose.

st - ot —

— e S

SHORTHAND AMONG THE ROMANS.
Oz17aws, October 24, 1850.
. To the Editor of the WriTER :—
"~ In “Middleton’s Life of Cicero ™ it is related
" that on one occasion Cicero having iearned that
. some of the senators present conld write *‘short-
{ band,” caused n report of the proceedings to be
. taken in fall. Does not this look as though
| something sualogous to our phonography was
} known to the Romans ?
. Yours truly,
Josern Pore.

EANSAS CORRE SPQ;\*DE.\'CE.

Nr. W.J. Jordan, the Secretary of the Topeka
Stenographer’s Association,sends us tha follow-
, ing items, for which he will accept our thanks

T xaresasnticntions.
e

l Mr. L. S. Wilson has been appointed Steno-
{ grapher to the Governor of Kansas, John P.
i St. John.

Would like to see you at our annusl dinner.
Come and cartoon us. We are a jolly crowd, I
tell vou, the facetious element being strongly
represented.

The officers of the Topeks Stenographer’s
Association for the ensning year are as fol-
lows: T. J. Tilley, Prssident; G. W. Loomis,
Vice-President; E. T. Hall, Treasarer: W. J.
Jordan, Secretary.

15,000 TWORDS ON A POSTAL CARD.

" TaE contractility of Phonography has an-
| other iliustration, this one being from the
United States.  Mr. E. L. Knapp, of Dowagiae,
Aich., wr.tes: “I notice in the Neptember
nuawber of your magazine some account of post-
al cards apon which have been written a2 great
number of words, the highest number being
some 14,000. Ihave & card writien by myself
when I was studying phonography which will
beat that. 1have a postel card the size used in
the G. S., upon one side of which are writien
15,000 words in lesible phonography in Gra-
ham's system. It was written with the naked
eve, but is difficnlt to read without the aid of
glass. The matter written is a charmre to the
jury in the case of the People vs. Owen Lindsay,

a murder case tried in Syracose, N. Y., and re-
ported by Tinsley and Morgen, and s poriion of
one of the arguments to the Jury by counsel
{or the Defence.”

, -
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' LAWYERS AND LAW REPORTERS.
WRITTEN IN GRAHAM'S SYSTEM.
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Teabes fvom Zicporicrs’ Hote Books.

PACBIMILE OF THE BEPORTING NOTES ¢F « (. (AMFPBRL,, OF "HE GLOBE. (b'eekey in common print.)
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The Shorthand Writer.—Opinions of the Press.

It is published every month, and {3 decidedly the best

publication of he kind inthe market. It should enjoy
an enopmous circulation, — Hamilton Spectator.

. Tug Canabian ILLusTRATED SHORTHAND WRITRR
| 18 oneof the latest journalistic efforts of Tgronto, and
Jrontises to be very popular. — Norwich, Ont., Gasefze.

. It is cosmopobtan to a wonderful extent, and puts our
{.Magazinesa long way in the shade in that particular.
One peruses magazines from across the ocean with a feel
ing of freshness and satisfaction after having plodded
through the heavy literature of the English, We wish
the new venture every success.~—English Phonographic
Monthly,

We take great pl ¢ in rece ding-to all n
of shorthand writing, Mr. Bengough's interesting and in-
valuable .serial, THE' CANADIAN [LLUSTRATED SHORT-
HAND WRITER. Itis published every month, and is de-
cidedly the best publication of the kind in the market.
It should enjoy an enormous circulation. Its merits de-
serve this,.—Quebec Chronicle,

The SuortHaND WriTER is the title of a neat little
monthly published by Bengough Bros., Toronto, the third
number of which has just been issued.  The present num-
ber contains portraits and biogrgphxml sketches of the
House of Commons Hansard staff appointed at the last
session of Parliament , also interesting phonographic gos.
sipand.exercises in various systems.~—~Suunyside (P.E.1.)
Fournal,

The_second number of this excellent periodical, for
June, is to hand. - It is printed and published b{ Ben-
gougil Bros., Toronto, at the low prire of one dollar
annum. {t contains a large amount of zatter valuable
and interesting to shorthand students and writers, and is
illustrated by the fertile cartoonist. of Grip, Mr. J. W.
Bengough, We predict for the WRITER an extensive
circulation and successful career.—Zondon Free Press.

The first number of THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED
SHORTRAND WRITER bas just veached this country. It
is published by Bengough Brothers, of Toronto, at one
doﬁm— per annum.  Several editorial notes and gossip are,
given in common print, which are followed by several
acticlesin shorthand, Both the ordinary type and litho-
eraphed shorthand es are admirably printed, and the
matter is professionally very interesting. — Newcastle,
Eng., Conrant,

Messrs. Bengough Bros., of Grig, have recently got
out the first number of a publication which will be very
interesting tosho t-hand writers, and those who are study-
ing stenograph;  Itiscalled the ILLUSTRATED SHORT-
HAND WrITER, and is printed almost entirely in different
styles of shorthand. It is admirably illustrated by the

t Grip Cartoonist, and in its §eneml style and get u
15 a credit tothe publishers, which is saying 2 good deal.
Our large staffof shorthand reporters praise it highly. We
would advise all who intend becuming stenographers to
subscribe.—Exckange.

We have received from Bengough Bros., of Toronto,
the second number of THE CANADIAN SHORTHAND
WriTeR. The number before us is an excellent one, and
will be found valuable to students of phonography. The
magasine is the advocate of no particular system. but
gives equal promineace to all.  Speciemens of phono-
graphi. writing are given, and each number is illastrated
by several comic cuts from the pencil of Mr. J. W. Bea-
gough, Grif's car The mag deserves the
hearsty support of all stenographers and students of shart-
hand writing.—Kisigston News. ]

CANADIAN SHORTHAND WRITER.—The second number
of this journal, under the editoral management of the
Bengaugh Bros., has many valuable ieatures to commend
it, especially to the profession and studentsin Canada. It
gives about_all that is interesting in the way of newsin
shorthand circles, well written articles, with clever itlustra-
| tions from the peacel of Grig's cartoonist, upan timely
to,ics, and numerous specimens of shorthand written in
the different’standard systems, which makes the magazine
more than usually interesting to those who like to know
what canbe done in systems with which they are not
acquainted.  The SnorRTHAND WgmiTer is a first-class
phonographic magaziae inevery respect.—London 4 drer-
giser,

K

From all appearance, this little magazine will bs a wel.
come guest among all writers of the art, irrespective of
any particular system. It is perfectly cosmopolitan in
character, and contains new amr interesting magte_r ia re.
%zrd to the different subjects treated. It is published,

th in its typic and l:xbograrbic portions, very similar
to that of the Review, and will undoubtedly prove a val-
uable acquisition to shorthand litcmture.-—'}’/:é Sthort-
khand Revizw, Clveland, Ohie.

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER is
the title of & welledited and well-printed macazine, the
second number of which bas just been issued frum Grip

office.  Unlike some journals devuted to shorth.nd, this
one is perfectly neutral as tetween the various systenis,
and it numbers amongst its contributors disciples of the
two Pitmans, Graham and Mnnson, besides one or two
who acknowledge none of these men as their master
The WRITER is full of interesting matter about shorthand
and shorthand wniters, not the least entertaining feature |
of the magazine being the cartoons and cartoon ptrtraits |
by the artist of Grip.—The Globe, Toronto.

We ar¢ in receipt of a monthly magazize entitled**The i
Canadion Illustrated Shorthand Writer,” which is, as its .
name implies, a paperdevoted to the advancement of the |
art of {Jhonogr:_:p y, which has now become almost an es- |
sential feature in a° common English education, and with-
out which the newspaper fraternity, the railroad cums an-
‘ies and our courts, as Well as other businesses and or; an- |
izations, would proceed and move forward slowly. ‘Ihe
‘ Canadian. Writer” isillustrated each month .with well !
engraved fac siniles of the leading
including those of Pitman, Gruham, Munson, Cross and |
others, and the pullishers, Messrs, Bengough Brothers of
Toronto, Canada, certamly have filied a long-felt want'
among the “swift writing " fraternity. —-Daily Norpariel,
Councsl Blugfs, Iowa.

“The second number of THE SHORTHAND WRITER has just
come to hand. On the title pas2isa portrait of Mr. Churles |
S , the t phonugrap of California. It is
illustrated by some nzgggy hits, one of which is * 300
words a minute,” in which™ an Irish womar 15 giving it to ¢
Pat, at th= rate of 300 words a minute, e presume. The

honographic exercises are improved over the first num

r. The magazine certanly has the merit of candor and 4
farraess so far, and by its illustrations of different systems
will domu 310 answer the great question as to which
phonography to practice, and as long as it 2bstains from
the too prevalent practice of other so called phonographic
magazings, to throw mud, it must receive the support of
all candid and fair-dealing phonographers. — Bosfon Four-
nal of Comunerce.

We are pleased to notice that the enterprising pub-
lishers of G»2p have issued a new magazine called Tug

systems of the day, |-

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHGRTHAND WRITER. The
ma is 1 in character and not the expo-

nent of any one particular system, but all the standard
systems ace illustrated in its pages. Questions of in-
tecest to the frateruity are discussed, and excellent ar-
ticles are supplied every month by eminent shorthand
writers. This magrzine supplics 2 want long felt, and |
heing edited by an experienced phonographic re; ter, |
can lay cliim to superior merits.” The magazine is only |
one dollar a year, and every s'1orthand writer, no matter \
what ?stcm he uses, should sabscrile, for all are impar- |
tially discussed and ilustrated. - -Cobogry Sentirel-Star.

SHORTHAND Li1TER ATURE.—The Second number o7 the
“Canadian Shorthand Writer,” illustrated in the most ]
humorous manner, has just reached this country fram
Messrs. Bengoughk Brothers, of Toronto. It is quite a
remarkable vroduction, combining both « n_ print,
cartoon portrait of James Crankshaw, formerly of Man-
chester, who has_establshed a bran h of the English
Phonetic Societv inCanada; pages lithographed in  dif-

ferent svstems of stenozr phy and phonography, includi
<horthand articles on Shakspea & and Sho y:i, Na,;(',’f
2on’s Shorthand Secretary, Phonographic umerals, &c.

An Irishwoman is picturesquely represented in a scoldin
mood, speaking to her husband at the extrordinary rat%
of “ three hundred words a minute!” The great Napoleon
is represented as sitting contemalatively on the rock of St.
Helena and saying, *1 wish { had somebody to take me
downnow!” The get-up of the number is good.—Newwr
casle, Eng., Courand, Ju.y oil.




