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OUR ZEAL AND THEIR ZEAL:
oR
THE ZCAL OF THE ANCIENTS AND THE MODIRNS ‘COMPARLD.
1t is good to be zealously ailecte:d always ina ool thing.—Gal. iv: lf.
Looking diiizemly lestany man fatl of the grace of God —21t b an: 15,
Steadtast, unnioveabie, aiways abounding in the work of the Lord~1 Cor. xv: 52
There was a leading, ubounding, cver acting, untiring zcal at the
commencement of New Testament times that scewms at least intellectu-
ally admirable to the dullest and most carcless professor at the dis-
tance of eighteen centuries. Christ then had friends—fricnds in car-
pest. He also had coemies, and they wure in carnest. It did not
require a icroscope to draw the line between the two rauks,
those who were with him aud those wlo stood against bhim. Op-
posers were bitter, hateful, and persecuting, alwzys abounding
in their work of oppesition. Friends were ardent, whole-hearted,
full-souled, and uncompromisingly attached. They took hold of
the gospel as Christ's best represcntative on carth, as if ko was
in it himself, spoke by it, loved by it, saved by it, judged of all
men by it; and hence in thus taking the gospel into their embrace,
they owned and embraced Christ to live in them, by them, over them,
and through them. In throwingopen their haunds, their hearts, their
‘affections to receive the Lord Jesus in his appointed salvatiun, they,
in effect, suid,—* Jesus, the great Deliverer, has ended our captivity
and taken off cur weary burdens; he bas pardoned our sins and re-
moved all the load of guilt that bowed down our souls; Le has given
us soundness for lameness, and strength for weakuess, and has brought
us out of darkness into light, and given us eyes to behold it; he has
lifted us from the earth and set us at his right hand in beavenly places
by his favour; he has turned our hopes, our pleasures, our pursuits
from things perishing to things eternal ;—we have been dead with
him, buried with him, raised with bim, and now our covenantis to
walk with him in a life wholly new, go where he leads, do what he bids,
speak as he directs, hehave as he requires ;—we love him, for he has
saved us—we love him, and we will obey him ;—henceforth if be tells
us to go and plead with sinners like himself, we shall go, and if he asks
1s to minister to our brethren who are joint heirs with him, we aze
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ready to do it; if hie points to his own liberality, and then po:ats to
the needy, and asks us to visit and relieve them, we cheerfully ec aply;
if ho speaks of the Latred of tire sons of men. the tongue of slaucer, the
finger of scorn, the epposition to Limsclf and his cause, the self-denial,
fortitude, and patience necessary to overcome in this warfare, we nre
resolved to stand fust with him, our biessed Master, whose we are in
life, in death, and forever?

It was thus they waited the nod, the word, the example of their
divine Lord. Tley Lad a sivgle eye. They had a purc heart.  They
bad unfeigued faith.  They therefere walled heavenaward with Jesus
their Leader.  Hence. counselling. not the fiesh Lut the spirit, they
were ready for every gond work.  Lheir hands were epen ;. their hearts
were warm ; their fect were ready to move—at tle bidding of the
gospel and its author.  Love ran through every veiu.energized evary
musele. quickened every maotive, and fired every action. Jesus had
somcthing for them to de—for thcmselves—for their brethren—for
the world—and O what zeal to fulfil all the pleasure of the Lord
whose love had saved than, raized them fiom the dust,and given them
the hope of life tinough gace!

Christianity then was worth cometbing. It had eves, it had cars,
it had a tongue, it had hands, it Lad feet, it had a full heart and alifo
that Jaloured ; and henee it could gee, Lear, speak, work, walk, and
ihtelligcutly and benevolently act for the benefit of man in hisvarious
conditions of weeliness and want  Wherever sin was found, wherever
suffering was develeped, thare it went and ministered. taking with it
the liealing oil and wine f the gospel—the medicite of heaven. Tho
Christian religion was not then held in o corner of the faney, nor in
the north or south side of the beart, deposited for sufe keeping in a
couvenient region of the Lead or breast, like the talent in a napkin;
no; the rcligion of Cluist made its suljects like Christ, full of all
goodness and grace, developed in the active socials of society.  There
was -diligence,” there was ‘labour of love;’ there was ‘well doing,’ there
was the ‘work of the Lord’ in these days of primitive simplicity and
power of the gospel, and those who were on the Lord’s side were engag-
cd in these activities, ministering with all earnestness to s-ul, body,
and spirit for the welfare of othicrs as they had need, oras the neces-
sary assistance couid be given Tiiis was zeal—Christian zeal—the zeal
of the friends of Jesus as they flocked to his standard when he com-

menced his reign.
The encmies of tbe Lord stood up agaiost these advocates and firm-
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friends of truth, holiness, and gaod works.  The heathen raged. Cp-
posers waxed valiant,  Thelv fires were kindied. their .~\vurd.s \\‘v‘rc
wishicathed, their prisous and dungeons wevo prepaved, their wii
beasts were let lause, their tortures were skilfally plinned —fHe what?—
for nathing more or loss than the suporession of Christian zeal Were
opposers successful 2 Ask history. ask sacred or profune history. The
zeal of primitive Christians staunched or vanguished ?—!  Never. It
made ceverything bow before it. It was warmer than fire; it bad
an edge keener than the sword; it converted prisons into churches and
filled dark dungeons with the light of heaven; it triumphed trivm-
phantly over all obstacles, and came out of every contact brighter,
strouger, nobler than before.

Buat the times are changed.  Modern christianity passes eurrent
without zeal.  T'o “do Lis will,” in these daysof favour, is to think of
it sometimes, and oceasionaily. at special seasons, pray that it may bo
done ! Right views, corveet principles, good wotives, picus framers,
devout feelings, orthodox sighs. and words of 2’ certain mould are now
‘the sateguards of the way to glovy.  To stand up with Jesus and bea
his eross, to enter his vinevard and take our hands with us and work,
to vesist temptation and rebuke sin after the Muster's miodei, to follow
him step by step and »et by act ¢o fur as human ability reaches, are
not now among the approved customs.  There are old style fashious!
The new style is cheaper, prettier, and more casily worn.  The gar-
ments of these eightecn-century-ago christines were Lowely and un-

couth; the spivit of the age demands something more tasty and neat !

Auciently it was honorabie to belong to a hard workine class, who imi. ~
> = ?

tated with unthiing ardour the example of b who became famous
among men frr - doing good;” but in these days of new discoveries
and pateat improvemeuts itscems that a way has Leen found to feel
good and be good wilhout/loi:z‘;r'good. The thmes, then, religiously, are
changed —the peopie—the manvers—the habits are changed, and
Christinn zeal is mi-sing.

Indifferenec is the sin ofthe age. Those who profess eliristianity walk
as though, like Gallio, they ~cared for none of these things.” It would
seew as though Christ and Beiial have beeu so well mixed in the visivn
of the great mass, that they have Christian hearts and worldly hands,
and minds that are little concerned cither about what the heart feels or
the haud does.  There is however a class that avouse at certain seasong,
and appear to possess and exercise the truz zeal; but s short Jife soon

:provesitis not genuine. [t flashes and sparkles and flames as though the

A
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world was to be set in a blagze; when, lo, suddenly, its fire is quenched
and ail its glow like an extinguished taper. It resembles the meteor
that darts through the sky, brilliant u its transitory swiftness, quickly
seen, qrickiy gone, leaving no trace hehind.  This is not zeal, no
more than a momentary fiash at midnight makes the light of day.
Zeal, properly so cailed while it is bright and glowing, full of ardour
and exccutive foree, is also steady and constantand keeps in close com.
pany with patience.  Indeed zeal may be said to eonsist of patience,
2y, aud porseverance properly blended and proportioned. Those,
then. who {lave up into a sparkling impulse for a day, a week, or any
limited scarov, end egain fall back into the casy quietude and careless
inaction of a moral torpedo, arenot to e reckoned ameng the zealous,
but must receive some other and less honorabie name.

There is another cluss, less impuisive and more consistent than theseo
moment wen, whose fancy is almost always at work, and who therefore
suppose they have an abounding zeal because they imagine so exten-
sively and perform so much in sentimentalism. They are however
wholly defieient oi thie zeal of the gospel, Tor they “say™ [or imagine]
“and do nob.”

A class still niove sober, and altogether steady, who have neither
fiights of fancy nov spasmodic spivitings, are yet far from being whole
heartedly zealous, though deserving of some religious eredit in this
chapter of duty. Lhey “take heed” te the “mind of the spirit,’—are ot
indifierent, nor unisieliigent, nor undecided as to their duty, nor are
they disposed to be Lackward but to be forward in good works,—yet
their soberness, their witliagness, their intelligence, their conscientious-
ness amounts to little ia the Lord's kingdowm, for the true ingredients
of zeal are wanting. They lack motive power—life, activity, stir,
eiectricity, spirit, something that will press forward, upward, and
aroundward. And too, there is with these oftentimes a false modes-
ty.  They think much of their own unworthiness, and therefore instead
of forgetting tuemsclves aud absorbing their souls in the love of Christ
angd his perfections, they timidly lock at their own selves, and draw back
from tuose undertakings requiring fortitude, long-suffering, and

zeal.

But who that owas that ha is ever in the presence of his Saviour,and
reflects for a moment that when he comes again, aceompanied with his
cclestial host. he shall “ reward every man as his works shall be,” can
#o far lose sight of auty as fail to # always abouud in the work of the
Lord™ D. Ornrpraxr.

Syracuse 21st June.
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COMMUNION QUESTION.

COMMUNION QUESTION

"The subject to which I referred in th.e concius n of my last, is, the
subject of *communion” I am sorry to find that on this sub-
ject we have not learned the same things. To come at once to the
point—one of the articles of my ereed reads thus— unless a man bo
born of water and of the spirit he eannot enter the kingdom of God.”
I am aware this is hard doctrine—that it is unpopular, uncharitable,
unchristian and several other things equally unpleasant and unamiable,
still it is there and I am bound to receive it.

Again, “every one who believes that Jesus is the Christ—
who has coufessed him as the one Lord—and who had openly
obeyed him in submitting to the oue baptism, is divinely aud
not humanly introduced in a state to receive all the privileges of the
Christian church.” This I consider in strict accordance with the
creed above quoted. Here then is “2 mark deep and broad” which
distinguishes those who have the “right divine” from all others. Now
the question arises here—have ary others aright? T understand you
to say, »o, * hut we permit others on their own respunsibility.” Let
us look candidly at this. In the first place—who has given *me”
autbority to grant or withheld such permission? The table is the
Lord’s and the fullness thereof, and if the Lord himself presides, why
not leave the whole matter in his hands, and not take upon yourself
the peculiar duties of his office? Why, in his presence, and in his
own house, say to one,—you have a right, youare invited—to another,
you have no right but you are permitted 2 Who can without authority
50 act? The question then remains—whence is this authority, from
heaven or from men ? Certainly not from IIeaven.

Again, what is meant by the person permitted # partaking on his
own responsibility.” Is it thut be is in danger of being asked—* who
has required thjsat your hands, to-tread my courts ?’ and that you
will leave himself to answer? The case secms like this—the door of
the Lord’s house stands open for the admission of his people. A feast
of fat things hasbeen provided; and the Lord himself presiding at the
board cordially invites—graciously commands his people to come snd
freely partake. Accordingly they

# Crowd to their places at the feast

And biess the founders name.”
But one presents bimself, who has not “the mark,” and desires tc
enter. The servant in waiting says—the master has not expressed
his will in reference to such a case, therefore I have not his authority,
But I know he is very gracious and full of pity. and if you will take
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upon yourgelf the vesponsibility of entering., T will bear the responsi.
bility of permitting you.  Thus 1L understand you teach aud practice in
Oshawa. And is this indeesd tue tean Sing and practice taat will prove
toall men that you ave delivered from “tiie leanings and part.alities of
former systems,”—the  Lins produced and nurtured o some uutiicnd.
ly and uncongenial school #7 [feo, stand fust in thix lberty wherewith
you have made yourselees fice, hut meanwhile remember that = the
grand contest at present is hetween those who say * Thus saith
the Lord,” and those who say  Thus saith the erced. ™ Tor my part
until I see something wore nuthoritative on e sul joet than T have
yet seen, I must remain satisfied with the “ former system,” unfrindly,
auncongenial, and wupopular though it be.

I have road with attention all you have written on this suljret for
-the * Witness,” from first to lust. From the manner in which you re-
plied to Mr. Davidson’s letter on this sulject, T did expect you could
show by reference to book, chapter, and virse, that the practice of the
.Oshawa chureh is correet. I had read and thought some on the
subjeet and had coneluded that sueh & practice was unseriptural. Ba
when you spoke so confilently of using the = spirit’s avmmr™ in the
-ease, I thought you had at length discoverad something in God’s word
which had been hitherto hid from the wise and pradent, and hurried
.eagerly along from time to time expecting every moment to obtain a
glimpse of the new Jight. I confuss [ was disappointed in finding that
instead of a reference, or quotation or any thing of the kind, we were
simply iuformed, that, * the Book, and the anthor of the Bovk, the letter
.of the Book and the spirit of the Biok, we take our guidance at the
communion table 7 But what portion of the book teaches orsanctions
the practicercferred to. I have not hitherto been able to discover, neiiher
yet now am Lable. You have indeed referred us to the church ia
Jerusalem. -Bat how the oxample of that churclt countonances
your practice I am at a loss to couceive. If you can show that
that church “communed” with the unbiptized, the point will be settled.
Bat this you koow canuot be done.  Why then wander ont of the re.
.cord and place yoursel{ and the eause in a position which canuot be
maintained but by # the zig-zag reasoning of the open communionist#
But here I am too fast. There is one course of reasoning in which
there is no winding. It is that adopted by the great Robert ITall
whose liberality you hold up for imitation. While he admits that
#.the apostles could not have extended their communion beyond the
limits of that rite (baptism) without incorporating insiucere profess-
,ors)’ and that © the simple fuct of rejecting a dull baptism would Lave
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been suflicicut to set aside a pretension to the christian charaeter ;" he
contends on the other hand = that a new order of things has arisen”
(und as-uredly he is corvees beve ') aud asks ¢ where is the justice of
ferring that Lecause the apostles would Lave refused communion to
an unbaptized person at a time when none but false professors could
remain in that state—it is our duty to refuse it to some of the most
exeellent of the cartl merely on account of the absence of that ceremo-
ny 77 Now this »system™ Las several advantages.  1st. Ttis quite
Plain, straight forward, and short. Call baptism * that ceremony,” say
that althoagh it was necessary to adwission into the church in aposto-
lie times. it is vot esscutialiu the new state of things—and the work
is done.

2ud It is very satisfactory, and acceptable in several respects. It
saves the trouble of ascertaining the practice of the apostles, as they
Lelonged to the old state of things. It grants so much liberty that
we are in little danger of Leing cntangied in any yoke of bondage.
Being cut off frem the apostles we have ample scope for our wisdow in
Jegislating for the church of Clrist, aud can romodel the worn out
Tuws and castoms of ancient times and fashion them more in accordance
with the world asit is—with the new state of things.

3d But perbaps the greatest advantage of this system is, that it
fets us completely “free from the leanivgs and partialities of former
systems ”  Nothing unfrieudly nor uncongenial can have place in the
new state of things. aud it must be becanse an individual is possessed
of a very ill-natured aud selfish disposition indeed, if e is uot, with all-
these advantages, as liberal and uunbiased as Mr. Hall or any other
goad man could desire.

It would secem necessary now to attempt to show that the seriptural
plan is Letter than any fuprovement that can he devised, but Laving
no doubt aircady exbausted your patience, I shall add no more except
that if you write again on the subject of this communication, I should
be pleased to kuow what you mean by * close communion.” ’

June, 1850. + 0O,

Al

B e e

FAITH-
No. 1.

“ Now faitk is the confidence of things hoped for, the conviction of things not asen 1

b Witheut furh it 1s imposaible to please God! for he that cometh to God must believe that he 13, -
and thathe s a rewarder of them that ditigently seek him”—Paul.

Much has been said and written on the subject matter of the above .
passages for the last three or four centuries; and still there is no sub-

A
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ject more imperfeetly understood than the subject of fuith. Lyiug as

it does at the foundation of all that religious character which is accep-
table to God, and it being utterly xmpossxlﬂe to please Lim"” without
it, I wonder not that all who feel iuteresced in their future well being
and felicity are exceedingly anxious to know in what it consists, how
it is to be attained, and what its power is as conneeted with the fina]
holiness and perpetual bliss of man.  Haviog it, God is pleased with
us; and in: big benignant merey and grace, most bountifully sheds up-
on us the plenitude of his spiritunl riches and eternal mercies :—des-
titute of it we arc alienated from his love, separated from his grace,
sud without God and without hopein the world. Huving it, wa have
% passed from death unto life,” w2 abide in him and he abidesinus
and the light of his divine countenance falls upon us full of “grace and
truth”:—destitute of it we sit in the “region and shadow of death*
with clouds and darkness around us and through the deep gloom,
beams no friendly ray of heavenly light or love. By it we are united
toall time past, present, and to come ; we hold communion with men—
angels—God, and the whole hemvenly host. How vast its power, how
r.diant its light, how exalted its hope !

Come then, kind reader, fellow pilgrim seeking for peace, happiness,
life, and examine the teachings of Him in whom are treasured all the
-eounsels of knowledge and wisdom, and in whose instrugtions we can
safely rely, that we may learn from Him what constitutes this priceless
gem, how it is to be obtained, and what ist power to save.

What is faith 2 How various and how contradictory the answers
given to this important question! When men—when © doctors dis-
-agree” to whom shall we go for an snswer that shall be correct, and to
‘whom shall be the last appeal? There is but one person te whom we
-can refer this great question, andin whose answer we can implicitly
-confide—God. He says through Paul « without faitZ it isimpossible
to please him,” and then informs us that % he that cometh to Grod must
-belteve that he 15, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” 1In this we are taught that he that ©&elieves” has that
# faith” which pleases God, and by which we can come to him—that
Juith1s belief, and belief faith. Most perfectly does this accord with
his statement that *faith is the conviction of things nét seen,” and
with the meaning, asevery linguist knows, of the original term here
employed. To delieve all that God has said is to bave fadth in him if
the dootrine of the above pages is true, nothwithstanding all the igno-

anissieers whieh have been ' cast upon the term believe. For this
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reason Christ said “ he that hearcth my words, and delievetk on him
that sent mo hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna-
tion ; but is passed from death untolife;” “he that &clievet on me,
though he were Cead, yet shall he live;" * whosoavaer liveth and lelieveths
in me, shall never die;” “neither pray I for tlicse alone, but for them
also which shall éclieve on me through their word;” ¢ he that delicvet/s on
me, as the scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flsw rivers of living
water;” ¢ whosoever bclievet’ on him, should not perisk, but lave
eternal life;” and  he that behwveth on him is not condemned; but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not belicred in
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” Again he says “he that
believeth not shall be damned.” Paul informs us the “word faith”
is, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall
belicve in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved ;" and ““ whosoever believet/ on him shall not be ashamed.”
Now if faith is belief, and he that believes not ¢ shall be damned,”
# is condemned already,” and he that believes “ ghall be saved,” « shall
not be ashamed,” is not condemned,” “may come to God,” “shall
not perish,” “ shall never die,” “shall not come into condemnation,”
“ shall live,” % is passed from death unto life,” “ hath everlasting life,”
and shall “have eternallife,” what more do we need so far as faith is
involved in order to salvation and the enjoyment of eternal life?
And T may ask what is lacking to constitute this belief what theologi-
cal doctors commonly designate “saving faith 77 The belief that
saves a man, and bestows upon him eternal life, is certainly a “saving
faith,” and the very best “faith” there is to be obtained, and as such
should be received by all. Un-belief is an entire want of faith—
bengfit is, therefore perfect faith, .
Yours in search of Truth,

: J. M. Suerarp,

Ira, N. Y, June, 1850.

~A

THE CHRISTEAN CHURCH AND ITS ORGANIZATION.

HAS8 THE CHURCH OF CHRIST A PERFECT ORGANIZATION ?

That the organized body called the Christian church has varions
offices, officers, objects, and consequently various departments, is not
only admissible, but susceptible of the clearest and most satisfactory
evidence. The divine institution denominated the church, exists for
two purposes,—for the sake of those within and of those without, or
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the 7z Christ and the out of Christ. But in its organization for con-
ferring benefit upon the whole human family, found in these two posi
tions to God and heaven, we may reckon at least the following depart.
ments ; 1. preaching or proclaiming the gospel, 2. teaching, 3 exhor-
tation, 4. discipline, 5. giving to the needy, 6. calling forth, direeting,
and preparing gifts for all these purposes. In other language, the
church is to hold forth the word to the world; it is to teach its
own members ; it is to exhort, incite, and stir up as well as teach ; it
is to govern, counsel, reprove, guard and protect its own subjects; it
is to be liberal, “ready to distribute;” it is to czll out, raise up, and
qualify suitable persons to labour for the accompiishment of these ends.
These, we understand, are the duties of the church as «n organized
body. Or rather we might say, these are the departments of duty.
It is universally conceded that one of these is designed primarily for
the world, while the others are primarily for the uphuilding and wel-
fare of the church iteelf. True, in one sence, they are all for the
world and all for the church; for the proclamation of the gospel and
the conversion of sinners edifies and encourages the church, and again,
every department of the new institution is but a part of that lighs
which makes the church like a city upon a high place, conspicuous to
all around, enlightening, refining, and reforming the world. Thus
are the offices and objects of the Lord’s congregation harmonious,
unique, and subservient to the best interests of the human race bles-
sing and happifying according to the enlarged benevolence of Him
who is ¢ Lord of all.”

Just here, three things will be admitted. 1st. Thatall these depart-
ments are divine and not human. 2nd. That co operation and united
energy are neeessary for their efficiency aud suceess. 3d. That the
church cannot lawfully assume that oune of these departments is more
important than another, but is divinely ealled upon to discharge the
duties of all. And may we not add a 4th general admission, viz,
That the chureh is to fulfil all these obligations by its own organization,
and not by helps, alliances, or auxiliary organizations ?

Christ, then, has a Society, an organized Society, so framed and
fitted as to look upon man in bis various conditious of destitution, and,
finding him destitute, provides for his immediate aid. This is the
genius of the gospel institution. Is man ignorant, sinful, and there-
fore unhappy ? Whether Le is near or afar,Jesus, by bis Society,
sends the gospel o him, offering Lim light, rightecusness, and bliss.
Is he a convert, apd, stillneeds instruction? The Christian ergani-



THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND 1TS ORGANIZATION. 155

zation provides for his further tuition in the revealed mysteries of
heaven. Is he encompassed and beset with many temptations? Then
the warm pulsations, the affectionate warnings, the brotherly remon-
strances of exhortation fortify his heart and give him new courage asd
resolution to hold on his way to the end. Ishe fulling again into
old*vices, notwithstanding his holy vows and his former convictions ?
Jesus, then, by his pre-arranged means, tells him plainly that he is
out of duty, and turns him again into the path of peace, or, if incorrigible,
shuts the door against him as a warning to others, himself, and the
world, Is he sick, poor, in bonds, in prison? Heis relieved,and his
heart gladdened, by Christ’s institution. Is be a man of wind and
capacious heart? The Lord has need of him, and asks him to filla
place, large or small according to the measure of his capacity,
and the only place where he can fully enjoy himself and at the same
time fulfils the Master’s will in blessing the church and the world.

Where shall we find an auxiliary society to such a Seciety as this?
—nay, rather, what need of it ?

But we speak of the Society instituted by the Lord himself. It
has various objects—it has as many obligitions as objects—and it is
organized to execute, not one or some of them, but all of them. Hence,
upon the principle that a society is to be formed to facilitate and push
forward the missionary duty of the church, will not the same logic, righ-
teousness, and zeal commend the establishment of a society for the en-
larged and more complete instruction of believers—abelievers teaching
society? And if these shall prove successful and prosperous in the things
whereunto they are appointed, what worthy ebjection shall be raised toa
society, composed of the best and most zealous church members, for ex-
hortation and spiritual stimulou$—an exhortative and socially warming
society? 'Would not a model disciplinary society not answer a good
purpose, especially during these refractory and almost lawless times ?
And shall we not add, to make things go forward harmoniously and
extensively, a socicty for the special promotion of benevolence, and
another society in which to school and prepare  smart men” for the
several offices of the church? For have we not assented to the sim-
ple proposition that every departwent of the Christian organization
is divive, all equally important, and therefore equally to be practi-
cally regarded? ’

* It may however be argued that “sounding out of the word of life"
is a duty more extensive and more general in its nature than any other
connected with the new institution, and hence belongs to all congre™
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gations in all places and at all times, unlike the obligations of each
individual church to teach, to discipline, and to contribute for the
ueedy. Grantit. Whatfollows? 'Lhat’Jesusecalls upon his people
to perform a duty too wide, too extensive, too migkty for the organi-
zatiou of his church? Heaven is not honored by such compliments.
V¥e admire them not. Ilowever, it is ouly for arguments’ sake we
can grant that other things beside the missionary movement require
not general interest and co-operation. Of these matters, bowever,
we need not now speak.

But are we not in favour of IHome and Foreign Missionary Societies,
Bible Societies, Tract Societies, and Benevolent Feed-the-Poor, Visit-
the-Sick Socictics ? Yes—eertainly—they are all to be appoved ; but
we must appreve more of the Christian Sqciety then all of them. Tor
Clrist's Soeiety will acc.mplish all the good of all of them,and as
much more as it is superior toall of them. Still, there is an amount
of good done by the human expedients that otherwise would remaia
undone; and in this we are bound torcjoice. But those sickly, world-
1y, rickety things now called churches require the Lelps and aids of a
score of societies for active operation in well-doing, and then they
will not be equal to the old measure of excellency embraced in the one
orgavization submitted and exemplified by those rude men who were
workwen for the Lord in by-gone days. Since the well laid foundation
of the Christian superstructure is more or less forsaken, we are most
tbankful to meet withanything by way of conferring benefit upon so-
ciety present or to come, and iu the meantime, by these same means,
making a suitable introduction, without knowing it, for something
more perfect and dnvmely acceptable.

Itis indeed true, in some cases at least. *hat the friends and advocates
of these societies are not willing to call them or to regard them as
auxilaries to the Society of the Lord. This rame, to them, bas an
“uucertain sound.” They have reasons that satisfy their own mind
and couscience that all these operations are in some form within the
organizatior of the church. They should be credited with sivcere
convistions  'The object being seriptural, and those who promote aud
prosccute it being all members of the church, are, in their view, good
reasons why these societies skould be acknowludged as religiously ex-
pedient and fairly within the boundaries of the Lord's body. Now
we have courage to risk this much,—that we can find and produce =3
many, as weighty, and as worthy rcasons for that organization called
» conference, a synod, or an ccclesiastical council, as may be produced
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without extra research in favour of any Missionary, Bible, Traet, or
Benevolent society, with its full suit of officers, president, vice-presi-
deut, treasurer, seeretaries, life directors, other directors, lecturers,
agents, life mewmbors, honorary members, and other members and
helpers, more or less official, too numerous cither to ren:ember or note
down. We bave, let it be understood, courage for thix; but whether
it would be prudeut, wise, or in any respect profitable to allow courage
thus to exercise itself, deponeut saith not. ,

A Missionary Socicty among the *cburehes which were in Judea
in Christ Jesus,” would have been a novel affair. ¢ O, says one, ‘they
were 5o zealows and so missionary in spirit, they stood in need of no
other society than the church to sound the gospel abroad.’ Exactly:
the church then was like itsauthor, who took upon him a mission from
heaven to earth, and who, while here was a constant minister aud an
untiring missionary. And can any one suppese that a hundred thou-
sand Bibles being at the command or in the possessivn of tle Church
at Jerusalem, the Church would bave taken measures to get up a so-
ciaty for their distribution 2 It is presumable that no oze will so affirm
Or if Paul, when he prepared his letter to the brethren at Rome, could
have received the services of a printing-scribe instead of a pen-scribe,
would he have proceeded to erect a Tract or Printed-Epistle Society
for the purpose of circulating the valuable instruction he was enabled
to communicate ? Nay, is there any one who doubts the energy, zeal,
and spiritual agility of the primitive Church to carry, eirculate, and
scatter such documents as far and as wide as the gospel found access to
the family of man in those times?

But at present weargue not the case. Te all the Lord’s beloved,

grace and peace. D. Ouiruant.
Tra, July 3d, 1850.

LETTERS ON CHRISTIAN UNION.
No. L.

TO THOSE WHO TOOK PART IN THE SYRACUSE UNION CONVENTION IN GENE-
RAL, AND TO MESSRS. SMITH, WHEATON, AND SNOW IN PARTICULAR :—

Dear Sins:—As you are friends of Christian unjon, and as your
love of union haslately been manifested ¢ in the sight of all men’ by
actively engaging in devising ways and means to Lring together into
one those whoare divided, sectionalized, and opposed, perhaps you will
suffer a word or two on the subject from a friend of union who, al-
though at a distance, is not afar off in matters of this character. What
is said will doudtlesscarry its own apology, since it is not persens but
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principles—not who speaks but what is spoken—that will command
your attention. I therefore address you with affectionate confidence,
as one who has at heart the oneness of all the Lord’s elect.

It is a source of, happy reflection, indeed, that the divine subject of
Christian union, on the part of the more intelligent and pious, inthe
religious world, is receiving an enlarged degree of consideration. The
subject is being discused. It is bringing candid minds into contact,
This is one of the best signs of the times. Investigation invariably pre-
cedes reformation. Could the catholic world be induced to canvass
and discuss with protestants the subject of Rome’s usurpation of what
belongs to Jerusalem, there is reason to conclude that a very respec-
tuble number of the more enlightened and ¢andid of those now envel-
oped in the mysteries of catholism would see things in a different light
and hence be led into liberty that is “free indecd.” But without far-
ther preliminary allow me to advance directly to the topic in view.

There are three schemes of Christian union more or less sanctioned
by popular favor. The first contemplates a union of denominations,as
such, still retaining all their diverse opinions, articles of faith,and
religious observances, but meantime to be so far united as to co-op-
erate and work together for certain objects of a general character.
The second aims at something more, and urges a compromise of views
and practice,asking every denominatien to yield some point or points
of a distinctive and divine nature, in order to a unity of what are call-
ed the “ essentials,” and a consequent forbearance upon the “ non-es-
tials.” The third scheme embraces, it is supposed, an idea still more
sublime, which issimply this,—to effect the union of all denominations
by infusing into them an all-pervadiog charity and cutting off the
hard corners of antipathy one toward another, thereby making them
onein spirit,although dissimilar in outward forms and denominationals,
~Tleaving these untouched and unrestricted after the manner of pre-
sent orthodoxy. A:brief survey of these several propositions may prove
not unprofitable. ‘

Asit relates to the first scheme, the object of which is to erect a plat-
form for general purposes on which all partics may stand occasionally,
while they are still to have all their little platforms to occupy as before
it must, I think, be admitted that this species of Christian uuion, if
such it can be called, is at best only a partial union. This is its very
best name ; for, to carry out the above figure, they are only united
while they remain upon the one platform, and they are separated, dis-
connected, and divided,—body, soul, and spirit~—so soon asthey leave
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thisone platform and again mount their distinct and diverse platforms.
If, when together for certain objects, they are said to be united, the
very same logic will prove that, when parted from one another for
certain purposes, they must be disunited. In those prineples and mat-
ters of action in which they all speak the same thing” and have “the
same mind and same judgment;” they enjoy the body and spirit of
oneness, for they do the same things but wherein they speak not the
“same thing"” and have not the “one mind,” they enjoy something else
than union, for they fuzl to do the same things. A union of such dimen-
sions resembles a number of small armies belonging to as many nations,
hostile to each other, which, in view of some special danger. join together
for a defined period, and, when the period of their allowance is expired,
separate and appear in rank and file under their different captains
and leaders as before. Now, without further remark, may I notsay that
whoever approves and attemptsto bring to pass this species of union,
has some thing in his vision aside from the “unity of the faith” or the
“doctrine of Christ” as revealed and recommonded in the holy Book ?
The next scheme, that of expediency, forbearance, and compromise,
looks much more like real union, and would indeed be.a union. pre-
perly so called, provided it were successfully carried into effect. Wheth-
or it would be Christian union is not in the meantime underinquiry.
But the embarrassments to this unity are numerous, weighty, and, so
far as yet ascertained, insurmountable. Hitherto there has no gauge
been found of that perfect mould which is requisite to trim down the
minor creeds of the various congregations, and herce from all these
lesser creads form one great ereed for the adoption and regulation of *
all. This seems to have proved too much for the best theological
mechanics iv days past, and therefore we have no facts, no data, no
premises to warrant the conviction that the scheme is in any wise
feasible. The different builders of the different temples, each for
himself, proclaim the value and indispensible worth of the materials
with which they work, and even their ¢ non-essentials’, are, in this one
respect essential’—they cannot as workmen proceed without them.
When therefore the inquiry is made, ‘Who sball yield, what shall be
compromised # each one replies ‘My creed is right, I have nothing
to surrender.’ If a call shall be made for a committes to drawup a
formula to supercede all others, there is not a man nor a number of
meu who cav be trusted. Each party ackuowledges that it is wrorg
to be divided, but each party also affirms that its oreed contains neith-
er too much nor too little, aud hencs it is not to be revised, altered, or
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modified. It is searcely necessary to add, that, until the creed-loving
spirit has waned and a more yielding and pliant spirit has waxed, it
will be fruitless to talk of 2 union of the various prevalent parties
through the expediency of compromise, aside from all other objections
against the project even could it be prosecuted with entire success on
its own merits.

The third plan, which proposes a union of spirit among a thousand
diverse bodies, is not so sober as the rest. To my mind it is 2 whim—
a puff of wind—a religious fancy. Itis a phantom made of nothing,
hanging upon nothing, amounting to nothing. There is  one spirit”
which dwells in “one body,” and this one spirit therefore possesses, rules,
and animates this one body ; and so soon as we find two bodies, we find
more than one spirit, and hence one of them must be either something
more or something less thaun the holy spirit. To think of finding one
spirit in va rious bodies,agreeing by this same spirit to make it a virtue
to keep aloof and remain separate, to reject each other’s members,
in their separate organizations, to teach different things for the gospel,
and to make provision for their several boundaries us societies to
continue like the laws of the Medes and Persiaus, is an idea that may
serve to enliven the imagnation of religious poets, but it seems to have
aslittle to dowith the union of God’s people as an attempt to bring
the southern and nothern extremes of the earth to meet together at the
earth’s, centre, for oneness of spirit is the most perfect unity that the
human mind is capable of apprehending, and implies unity of principle,
unity of purpose, unity of interest, unity of duty, and every possible
" unity contemplated and embraced in the whole Christian organization.

But the halfis not told. There areother reasons why these plans
are severally defective and uneacceptable. They are all predicated up-
on the capital assumption thatthe union of parties is Christian union
—that the unity of the existing .denominations which constitute chris-
tendom is the unity of the gospel. Waiving all other consideration
permit me for a moment to concentrate attention to this single point.
It will be admitted without argument, that a large party, fashioned
after some otber model than the apostle's doctrine, is no better than a
small party ; and will it not be admitted ‘as readily that the union of a
number of small parties constitutes only a more formidable and enlarg-
ad party ? Take for example the different divisions of Presbyterians,
the elder and younger connexions, the old school and the new school
aund cement them together into one body ; and are they not still Pres-
byterians ? and would not this combination of Presbyterian societios
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be justly called a Presbyterian uiion 2 Again, take various connes-
ions of Baptist<. and bring them jnto fellowship, upon one Baptist
creed, and would they not remain Baptists distivet from all people be-
side. and hence would not this union be properly named Baptist union 2
And then if 2 union was eficeted between the Preshyteriuns and Bap-
tists, making one creed from the distinctive erceds of each, would it
not be a Baptist Presbyterian union 2 If the various bodies of Metho-
dists were added,with their creed mingled 1nto the great uniting creed,
would it not then be a Baptist Preshyterian Methodist union 2 And,
after the same example, was the Tinglish Church to be joined, should
we not call it the Baptist Presbyterian Methodist Eunglish Church
union? T use not these terms in an opprobrious sense, but merely for
illustration. Now it is an undeviating law of naturc that a stream nev-
er rises above itsfountain, neither is the water of a stream ever purer
than the fountain whence it flows; and hence it may be safely argued
that parties, as such, ean never risc superior to themselves—never be
clevated above their own standard—never develope an element they do
not contain. This is what I mean by saying that the union of all par-
ties, even if accomplished, would still be a party union—an exchange
of numerous minor creeds for one all comprehensive ereed.

It is not always considered that thefact of division, while it isa grand
rootand great source of evil, is itsclf an effect. It seems to be taken
for granted that the wholeevil is found in the existence of division.—
Few errors arc more erroncous.  IFor while the sin of division, in one
sense, canuot, in its injurious tendency, be overrated, yot in another
point of view it can be greatly ovar-estimated : for the cause that pro-
dueces division—gives it existence, perpetuity, and power, must be a
greater evil than division itself. The ecause that produces, is, either
for good or evil, always greater than the effect produced. Now divi-

sion is but the open developement of an evil that had its being before
manifesting itself in this form. Tlie discase rages in the body before
it makes or leaves marks upon the body ; and we should as correetl
say that the outward marks on the physical body coustitute the dis-
ease, as to affirm that division in the body ecclesiastic is any other
than the external figure and substantive shape of a previously cxis-
ting evil.—What then is it that produces division ? and what is the re-
medy ? I mustreserve these questions for a second letter. Meantime,
any forthcoming remarks upon any of these statements will be
laid before the public as freely and cheerfully as the appearance of this
lctter on these pages.

Yours, in favor of divine union, .
. D. Ovreraxr.
N
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THE GOVERNMENT OF FEELING

¢ He that is stow  to anger is better than the mithty, and he that ruleth his spirit than he that

taketh a city.” Prov. xvy, 02

Nothing perhaps is oftcner and more deservedly condemued by an
enlightencd community than uncontroled feeling, whether exhibited in
open acts of violenee or in cubtle revenge, and vet what bas eaused all
the misery that has been oc 15 now in the worll but the uncoutroled
operation of excited sensibility T Sinee the day that Cain was moved
to stain his hand with the innoeent blood of Lis Lrother Abel, the
violence aud bloodshed which kave disgraced und desolated the face
of our planet may Le traced eiti:er direetly er indiicetly to the un-
governed feelings of the haman heart. Covernment and order have
been cast down and anarchy and couiusion introduced in their
place, mighty aud flourishing emypives overthrown, peaceful and enlight-
ened kingdoms destroyed, states diqncx'-bcn-d their Jaws overturned,
and the rights of their citizens trmmpled under {iot, Leautiful. populous
and prosperous cities demolished, their inhubitants slain, and all the
works of wit within them destroyed, fertile plaius drenched with hu-.
man blood, and left an unproductive waste, verdent valiies echoing with
the sound of joyful happiness, contentient, and prosperity hurried to
a dreary abode of misery and woe, countries enveloped in general ruin
and left witliout pity by their despoiiers to mourn their state—all to
gratify the intemperate feelings and vanity of some aspiring haughty
tyrant. Ilow often hias an excitement of the feelingsled men to per-
secute their fellow ereatures because they differcd with them in religious
sentimeut? What in former ages drove so ma nvl amtble and pious
persons from their mpp) lm'ncs and loved families te wander in the
wildest deserts and suffer all the ills that human beings could endure.
or when cast into the g‘.oom) dungeon inflicted on them every torture
that humau depravity could suggest?  Whas in the dark ages moved
men professing to be Christians to huild the pile and kindie the flame
to burn the martyr? Ilas not ungoverned pussion led to all these
and a thousand evils béside? These are but a few of the more
prominent matters in which the rancorous feelings ¢f the Lhuman family
kave been displayed.

It is not in such results as those mentioned only, that the necessity
and importance of self-control is seen, but in the issue of every under-
taking, pursuit, or calling in which man ean be engaged, whether politi-
cal, religious, scientific or agricultural. The impressions made by ex-
ternal objects on the mind through the senses are s0 numerous and .
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powerful, and at the same time so conflicting, that unless they are con-
troled by the julgment they will produce reat diversity of feelingand
irrezularity of action. Now as the strongest impressious always
determine the character of our actions, henee it is that when there is
no restraint placed upen the feelings produced by these impressions, an
individual will euter in the :aorning upon some enterprise with great
energy, but the feeling witich impelled him may subside by nooun and
the project be abandoned. and a new schicme in the evening be underta-
ken with renewed vigour, and both theugh unfinished abandoned
with the morning light.

Extreme zeal, which is but the cfifeet of excited {eeling, even when
exerted in a good cause, is often mere folly and injurious to the cause
whiclh it is intended to uphold, and extreme depression under afffiction
is equally unchristian.  That - the hand of the diligent maketh rich”
isa maxim rotof modern date, and where there is diligence there must
be a control exercised over the feclings, else the circumstances sur-
rounding us will divert us from the undertaking before us. Now as
there is not amongst all great undertakings in which human beings can
be engaged, one of such transcendent importance as preparing for his
exit from this present and transitory state, and his entrance into the
as yetunseon and glorious ahode of the happy throng above, with what
untiring assiduity should we labour at all times and under all circum-
stances to restrain our feelings, lest we should beled to act some un-
worthy part which might lead us in the end to cast away our copfidence
and so lose our reward.

These general remarks are submitted, leaving those of a more
particular character for the future.

J. B, Jr.
DMay 3022, 1850.

The above topic has in it the true unction of edifieation, and our
brother Butchart, a worthy disciple of the Lord, speaks edifyingly
and to the point. We are always pleased to hear from brother
Butchart. D. 0

————— AN A A A A A A

WESLEYAN MATTERS IN EXGLAKD.

Itis known to the readers of the Guardiar. that extraordinary
efforts are being made by three expelled Ministers of the Wesleyan
body in England to shake the confidence of the great mass of Wesley-
ans in the Conference. To suppose that they would not succced jn
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alienating the affections of some and awakening the suspicions of others
10 50 vast o body of people, would be evidence of great ignorance of
human uature.

The Provincialist, with characteristic cunsisteney in such matters,
exhibits to its readers all kinds of statements drawu from the columus
of the Zines, the organ of the disaficcted and disappointed ones.
Among other things our cotemporary remarks,

& I'rom all that we can learn, nothing so formidable has yet occurred
in the Methodist Connexion in England, and all growing out of the
“polity.” The fact that the principles eontended for have been adop-
ted in nearly 200 cireuits, shows how matters staud If we have time,
we will in our next number state onv views on the concessions demanded
—referring them to the standard—the Bible ”

The fair inference is, that 200 Circuits have deeided in favour of
the mal-contents aud in opposition to the Conference. Individuaison
one or two hundred Circuits have done so; but that anything like
200 Circuits having done so is utteriy false, .md this the Provinciulist
must or ought to know. But he doesnot state this.  IIedoes not say
that all the Circuits in Lngland, without one cxeeption, that have
spoken out upon the matter have spoken in opposition 1o the mal-con-
teuts ard in favour of the Conference  And why does he not doso?
Wby will not truth and Ronesty serve his purpose rather than false
statements and Jesuitical wisrepresentatigns.  Shame upon the man
that resorts to such expedients. Shame npon the Christian that thus
falsifies the truth. Shame, double, triple shame upon the Methodist
that iniquitously lifts up his hand—puny though it be—against his
church, aud, like auother Judas, secks to betray it into the power of its
enemies.— Guanlz un,

How very unlike the labours of Paul ard Apolos are the above
developments. . D. O

* BIBLE SOCIETY ANNIVERSARIES. .

In No. 4 of the current volume of the “ Witness,” we published
an abstract of the proceedings of the.Bible Sooiety for the city of New
York, and we proceed to furnish a bird’s eye view of the “American
Bible Society” and the “ American and Yoreign J3ible Society.” It
must be recollected that the New York Society is intended for the city
itself, exclusive of every other field, and that the two Societies noticed
above are not local but general Institutions, having numerous depen-
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dencies and auxiliavies. Their Auviversaries were held in New York,

D. 0.

ANMERICAR BIBLE §HCIETY.

e Thirty-fourth Anniversary of tie Smeriean Ditle” Society was

held at the Tubernacle.  The exercives were opened by reading a por-

tion of the Seriptures-~the 0th Paalin, followed by an Addross from the
President, ITouw. Theodore Frelinghuysen.

An abstract: of the Treasuver’s Beport wus then read by Joseph
Hyde, Esq. Assistaut Treasurer.  The receipts of the year have been
$234,614 84, being an incroase of $3-L741 68 over that of the previous
year. A balance of $137 49 remains in the treasury.

The leading features of the Managers’ Report were presented by
Rev. Drs. Ioldich and Brigham, the Secretaries.  Wo append an ab-
stract:

" Results of the Year.—In the course of the year one Vice-President,
Charles Chauueey, Exy. of New-York, has deccased.  The number of
new Auxiliaries formed is 64 ; most of them in the Western States
and Territorics. The number of Bibles and Testaments issaed during
the year was 638,393, These books have been distribuied in every
State and Tervitory of the Union, in the West Indies, in Spanish and
Portuguese America, in Canadaand New-Brunswick, among seamen,
boatmen, immigrants, hospitals, prisons, Jews uud Geutiles, Protestants
and Romanists, white men, red men,and colored men, the bond and the
free; indeed, among ail who were in need and coald be reached. A
New Testament, with Spanish and English in parallel columns, has
been prepared; also, the book of Genesis in Grebo for West Africa,aud
the book of Aocts for an Indian tribe in South America. The number
of ageuts employed has been thirty,including two in Texas, one in Cali-
fornia, and one in the West Indies. A large number of Bible distri-
butors or colporteurs have also been in service, but procured, directed,
and paid by the local auxiliavies, aided by the Parent Society only
when necessary. Beside the grants of books from the Depository,
moneys have been sent for making the same in France, Tu¥key, Syria,
Persia ; at Bombay, Madras, Ceylon, and Lodiana in India ; also in
China, in South Africa, and at the Sanwick Islands. The whole amount
of theso payments i3 $17,900 ; and there is still voted, but not yet
paid, nearly the same amount.

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

The Thirteenth Anniversary of the American and Foreign Bible
Society (morning session) was celebrated at the Norfolk-st. Baptist
Church, May 22d. The spacious building was filled in every part, by
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the friends and adherents of the Society, and those who were drawn
thither by interest or curiosity.  The general anticipation of a pecu-
liarly interesting oceasion was 'xhund‘mt]y fulfilled, and the wrapt at-
tention of the vast assemblage was sustained unwav ennﬂ'ly to the close.

W, Colgate, Esq. read au abstract of the T'reasurer’'s Annual Ra-
port. We gather from it the subjoined interesting particulars:

RECEIPTS.

Balance in the Treasury, April 6, 1849, ... __ . 8631 95

Yegacies. during the past year.. ... ... ... 1,162 25

From clmrchcs,:tssoci:xtious and individuals. ... ... 18536 66

Donations from Auxiliary Societies. ..o ...__.__ 10.833 80

Sales of Bibles and Testaments.o—......_...__... 9,034 15

Returns for books donated._ - ..o __. 2517 20

Making the whole reeeipts. .. ____________ $41,625 01

EXPENDITIRES.

Baptxst Miss. Dmon, for Svupturec in China,.__._. 81,500 00

“ in Stam,.-_.... 1,500 00

« “ “ G t in Assam,.__... 1,000 00

u u w “ u for the Karens, . 3,000 00

1 “ “ “ s forthe'l‘elloogoos, 500 00

« “ “ B ¢ in France,.-___: - 500 00

“ b “ s u in Germany,....  1.000 00

English Bap. Miss. Union, India,- ..o _..__. 2,000 00
Rev. J. J. Oncken, Germany, ... __._..___.__._. 5,000 4

Paper for Scriptures, Reports, Periodicals, &e. Prin-

ting, Binding, and Depository expenses,- - ... 13.967 82

Salaries and P a\'chng Ixpenses,e v oo aao . 10.379- 06

Total Bxpendituras, -« - eeecoo o omm e oos §41.235 33

Balance in Treasury, April 6, 1850, -« ... ... $389 68

SILENT INFLUENCINGS. )

We do not always understand how powerful these are; if we did, we
should be almost afraid tolive. When some incident occurs to remind
us of it, or some noticeable illustration of it, is given in our experience,
we are startled for the.moment into surprise and awe. Our ordinary _
life seems wonderful and fearful ; it becomes invested upon the instant

with an immeasurable rc<pons1bxl1tg,

A parent speaks before a thoughtful and sensitive child, whxch ar-
rests his attention. 1t may have been merely the tone in which it was
uttered, or the peculiar collocation of its words, or some equally iusig-
nificant ecircumstance connceted with it which makes him notice it,
and the parent bas no idea that he has noticed it. He hardly thinks
of it indeed again. but loses it in the instant rush and press of life.
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But it sticks for some reason in the child’s thoughts, and will not out;
and years after, it is freshly remembered. A whole system of action
and belief has sometimes been drawa out of such a remark, and the
destiny has been shaped by it.

A man of cultivation and social attractivness, especially if he hold
some position of influence and distinction, as a journalist, a statesman,
a professional man, is often little aware—because he has strangely
forgotten the days of his boyleod—how wide and permauncent are the
influences hie leaves upon the society he passes through. What he
says, may not be remembered; but what he is, will be. Many think
of him with pleasure, and with 2 seeret wish to know him and be guid-
ed by him, of whom he does not thiak at the time,

STATE MEETING.

There will be a state meeting of the Disciples of Christ held at Pom-
py, Ouondaga co., N. Y, commencing on Thursday the 19th of
Septen.ber next, and continuing over the fourth Lord’s day. The
various shurches will please send delegates, bearing reports of the
number of members they respectively contain, with the names of their
Elders and Evangelists,and the number of additions during the year
ending at that time.

The brethren generally of this and adjoining states are cordially
invited to attend ;—the publie labourers are specially solicited to do so.

Our brethron in Canada will please gratify w: with a visit at t).ut

time.
J. M. Suscprarp,
H. A. Cuasg,
H. Kx~arp,
W. Havpex,
July 5th, 18,0. and others, Committee.

e e L L VP R NP NN
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A COMING REPLY.

The letter ot brother # O.” upon the question of communion will
be considered in our next. Although in print, we havc not yet read
it, () having left directions toinsert in our absence whatever might be
communicated by our correspordent “0O.” We anticipate the time
that ¢ our position” shall at least be understood—which at present is
Dot by some few whose conscientiousncss ranks as high as any of their
brethren. Meantime let all reflect on_the essentizl distinction between
Sacts and arguments. We were, at first, asked a question of fact. That
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question was answercd, not by argmments, but by ficts—a reference
to the practice of the disciples.  Ilence ourreply to the original inqui-
ry stands good. Lased upon faet and sustained by fact. aithough ivmay
be showa by argwment that our practice in certain cases is incerrect
and indefensible. 1n other words.theve is no dispute.and ean be no dis-
pute, about the truth of what we stated that the disciples generally
are neither open nor close eommunion, while in some instances they are
almost If not altogether close communion—even though it be proved
by seriptural logic that this general practice has its foundation, not
on the rock of truth, but upea the quicksands of humanism.—We shall
yot ¢ see what we ecan sec.” .
Oshaeea, July, 1850. . D. O.

P e O N I S VI B

Tyros axp Supsrances.— Without looking for them, we notice sev-
eral curious mistakes, as eccentric as a Dublin play-actor, in the first
pages of this number, which went to Press before our return.  On the
153d page, the word * benefit” is inserted for Lelicf ; and although be-
lief is always a benefit, at least when referring to the things of salvation,
yet the term benefit here cannot be considered a benefit to the sonse!
Page 148th, fifteen lines from bottom, “ amounts” should read amount.
Toen lines from bottom, on page 160, for #consideration” read
considerations. A host of minor insceuracies in the department
of punctuation will enly be noticed by the critical reader—who, if be
pleases, can turn his eriticism to good account by speaking of the right
and wrong to the less discerning ! D. O.

To our Frirxns wiuo Wrire.—A number of brethren are desery-
ing of brotherly remembrance on account of their commnnieativeness,
among whom we may meution brother C. McMillen, Erin, II. Lambert,
Athol, and B. Summy, Lancaster, N Y. Let us say to correspon-
dents that several letters are on hand which shall yet be allowed to
speak to the public. . D. 0.

Swmiathyilie, Pa., May 13th, 1850,
Broruer Qrienaxt.—I would say, for the encouragement of the
readers of the Wuness, that there have been twenty-thirce added to
this songregation, within the last two months.
Yours, truly,
E. E. Onrvs.

> We tl‘l;st brother Jones, of Williamsville, N. Y., will resume
his essays on the Christian Church.



