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CONDUCTED BY W, W. EATOWN.

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter.  On this Rock I will buid
_my Chureh, and the gates of hell shall not prevaul against it.— The Lord Messiwah.
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. BAPTISM.—~TIIE ACTION. No. L

During the last three centurics the meaning of this word has been
in dispute. 'Whether it cxpresses one act, or three, has been the con-
troverted poiut. The pens and tongues of men, eminent for learning,
‘have been employed in this discussion. We have not the vauity to sup-
Jpose, that, with our limited resources, we can present any thing new.
"4 brief and concise view of the whole controversy is called for. * Bap-
tsts” and ¢ Paido-Baptists™ assert and re-assert, that writers have
conceded this point, that and \he other.  Sonie tell us that such a Lex-
icographer says that the words in conuection with the coutroversy mean
this, and another denies it ; and, hence, the controversy is loaded with
smuch superfluous matter. More is said about what commentators and
-great men have asserted, than concerning the language aud meaning
-of words used by hely men, who spoke aud wrote as they were moved
“by the Holy Spiri.

The object, therefore, of this paper, is to give a concise scriptural
tiew of the question. We claim no originality in the expusition. We
are debtors to Baptists and Paido-Baptists ; but more particulatly to
the brethren of the Reformation, whose werks we shall use as shall
best subserve our purpose in cxhibitirg the truth to our readers. Our
time ic 5o much occupied in various ways that we would gladly have
presented some other producticus on the subject; but none in our est-
‘mation, were just what the readers of * The Christian™ required.—
Geuerally, they are too volumiuous. In them there issuch a display
of classic lure, that not one reade. .n & thousand could undcrsiand the
¥ titers, and consequently his labcar is lost.  Had it not, however, been
for the traditions aud inventions of men, uo volume need bave been
-put into our hands for the settlemcut of this and cvery other question

‘¢onnected with our happiness, but the word of God.” But men have
Propngated other views than those contained in the volume of inspira-
‘tion, and they musthe met and refuted, if we would see the truth victo-
‘Tious.
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Mauny exeellent works on tlns queskon are extant, but they appea
to have been prepared expressly for the profound scholar.  Hebrew
aud Greek characters adorn their pages ; all of which to the great mass
of renders are @ dead letter. 'The writers appear to have spent more
time with the guds and goddesses of antiquity, than with the Apostles
and Prophets of the Most Iligh. Readers sceing this, imagine that
the question is one awfully abstrase, so much so that none but these
who have spent all their days with the dcad languages can come to any
definite conclusion on the subject.

Our object then shall be to make the whole controversy so plain “that
he thot reads may run,” and that *“the wayfaring man though a fool
need not err in the path of duty.”

Many sneer at Bapilsm as a ¢ non-essential,”” and a. the same time
Iabour the question as though the salvation of the world was suspended
on its decicion.  We shall not anticipate the third part of our subject ;
but relative to the importance of it we would remark, that we counsider
an exact agrecieut amongst professurs of religion on a scriptural view
of the action, subjects and,design of baptism, will be a signal for Chris-
tian union and communior: throughout Christendom. Believing this,
who that desires 1o see Christians united, would not seeli to obtain cor-
reet scriptural kinowlede of the whole controversy ?

Our Baptist friends, generally, look on the subject as not connected
with our conversion to God ; and at the same time debar from their
churches and communion those who have not been immersed, although
they acknowledge that they may be the Children of God—his elect peo-
ple! * God communes with them; they have fellowship with the Fa-
ther, and with his Son Jesus Christ ; but we will not commune with
them nor admit them into our ehurches because they have not obeyed
a command of the Lord Jesus which is a non-cssential.”

This remarkis made with reference to only one class of Baptists, not
from one unkind feeling, but that they may be induced to examine the
subject in all its parts ; for should they be excluding from their com-
munion aad church privileges one of the children of God, better for
them that a mill stone were hanged about their neck,and they drowned
in the depths of the sea. With our present views of the wickedness of
keeping up divisions in the body of Christ, not for all the wealth of Bri-
tain would we dare to raise our hand or voice to prevent the unien and
communion of all the children of God.

Baptists and Paido-Baptists, the subject before us is an important
one ! Examine it well.

We have for some time been of the opinion, that one great reason
why this controversy has been of such lon< standing, is the inattention
paid to the meoning of words. Nothing ¢ more certain than this, viz.
that if we do not fully understand the meuaing of the words we use we
shall never be able to ascertain the meaning of the sentences madq up
of thest words. Let us then attend to the meaning of the principal
words used in this controversy.

T'hat the Author of the Holy Volume used words in their common
aeceptation, is certain; if he did not, a revelation to us it can never be.
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1f he could have made 1t plan, and wounldd aot, there would have been
a lack of benevolence ; but if he would, but could not, there would have
been an insufliciency of wisdom : netther of which charges dare we pre-
fer against the author of the living oracles,

That every thing connected with our happiness under the chnstian
dispensation is perfectly plain, would appear obvious from the fact that
under the Patriarchal and Jewish dispensations many *bodily aets”
were required, on an exact attention to which was suspended the life
and happiness of their votaries. Then there was nc difficulty in un-
derstanding the Lord. During those days the people were taught that
when the Messiah «hould have visited the earth, our duties would be still
more simple and plain ! And has it come tothis, that the firstact of obedi-
ence to the Lord is involved in such utter obscurity, that it requires a
classical education, and the painful rescarchies of a hfettime to know
what the Lord means when he says, * Be baptised every one of you!”
This would indeed be making the present dispensation ten times more
abstruse than any former one. But it is not so. As the gospel dis-
pensation came nearer to men, the light grew stronger until the reci-
pients of the truth were surrounded with a flood of celestial heht and
truth.  Yes, the glory of the new covenant was that they should not be
under the necessity of teaching every man lis neighbour and brother,
saying, know ye the Lord for all should know lim from the least
to the greatest.

With these preliminaries, too extended already, we hasten to enquire
ia.lto 'the meaning of the words bapto, baptizo, baptisma, and ‘heir de-
rivatives. R

To what source shall we dircet our longing eyes 101 the meaning of
these words? "T'hey were in usc in the days of our Lord and his apos-
tles : they were then familiar words. We have not a hmt from the
New Testament that they were words of doubtful impert.  Shall we
ask Homer, Pindar, Aristotle, Aristophanes, Heraclides, Ponticus, e-
rodotus, Aratus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Lucian, Diodorus Siculas, Plato,
Epictetus, Hypocrates, Strabo, Polybius or Josephus, what the Lord
meant by them? _Professor Stuart, of Andover, (Mass.) an instructer
in one of the first Paido-Baptist theological schools m Ameriey, tells us
that he has examined all the above authors; he thinks that no occus-
rence of the words escaped bis observation, and in every instance the
words meant “ fo dip, plunge, or immerse into any thing liquid.” All
Lexicographers and eritics of any note are agrced in this. Mr. Alex-
ander Carson, A. Mg, Minister of the Gospel, Edinburgh, gives the same
testomony, after quotiug largely from the above works. Qur readers
may say we have not these works, and it is only second-hand testimo-
nyafterall!  Ifow do we know that the &avier or the Apostles (except
Paul) ever saw one of these books? What books then bhad they 7—
Answer.—They had the Septuagint Greek of the old Testament. This
work, according to Josephus, was the production of seventy-two learn-
ed Jews, who visited Egypt in the days of Ptolemy Philadelphus for
this express purpose.  With their Hebrew copies of the Old Testa-
ment hefore then (than whem no men livinz nnderstood them better)
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they gave to the King of Egypt, and through him to the world, the
Old Testament in Greek, a language at that time perbaps more com-
mon and perfect than any other. This took place about two hundred
and eighty years before the Christian era.  This work by christian wri.
ters is called the Septuagint, or the Translation of the LXX.

We are thus particular in order that all may be fully introduced into
the circumstances of those who figured on the stage of action in the
religious world, when baptism was understood and practiced in its an-
cient simplicity. The translation of the LXX. was the source then,
from which the New Testament writers derived their knowledge of all
the ordinances, forms, and ceremonies under the Jowish dispensation.
Of its value the learned and justly celebrated Michalis observes, * The
hook most necessary to be read and understood by every man who stu-
dics the New Testament, is without doubt, the Septuagint, which alone
has been of miorc service than all the passages from profane authors
eollecied together. It should be read in the public schools by those
who are destined for the chureh, should form the subject for a course
of lectures at the Umversity, and be the constant companion of an
expositor of the New Testament.”

Reader. mark this! The Septuagint was the source from which the
apostles gencrally derived their knowledge of words. This being in
existence before baptism was instituted, what word do they take to ex-
press baptism? In that book, read in their synagogues cvery week, they
had cheo, to pour ; rantizo, to sprinkle ; nipfe, to wash the hands, eyes,
feet, &e.; pluno, ¢ to wash clothes by plunging them in water,” lono,
to wash the whole body, and bapto, to dip. Mo words in any language
can ke used more definitely than thuse arc used inthe Greek. Not in one
nstance, as weshallinthe seqael prove,arethey everusedinterchangeably.

"The apostles of the lamb, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
about to give to the church and the world a perfect rule of faith and
practice ; after baptising many and having submitted to it themselves,
always express the action by the words baptize and baplisma, words
derived from bapto, of frequent occurrence in the Septuagint.

If to sprinkle or to pour be valid baptism, why net, in some cases at
least, have rantizo or cheo as well as baptizot Bat po, not in ene in-
stance ! When we have “dip,” 1 the Old Testament, it is bapio, and
its derivatives in the original.

With as much attention and care as possible, we examined the only
copy of the Septuagint to be found in the city, and with the aid of
Cruden’s Cordance, and a list of passages on the same subje~t furnished
by Brother James Shannon, President of the Colloge of Louisiana, (to
whom we are very much ind:bted in this exposition) we are quite cer-
tain that in all the following passages from the word of God, the origi-
nal is dapto, in its variousforms : Exod. xii. 22—Ye shall take a bunch
of hyssop, and dip it in the blood. Lev. iv. 6—The Priest shall dip
his finger; also verse {75 xiv. 16, xiv. G—The v ood, bird, scarlet,
aud hyssor, and siwil! 4ip them and the living bird; v. 51.  Numbers
AlX. 18--a cleau person sivall dip hyssop 1 water.  Deut, xxxii. 21—
Let Aser 4ip hisfootin oil.  Ruth 1. H{—Dip thy morsel in the vine-
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gar. Luke xvi. 24—Send Lazerus that he nray dip the t1p of his fia-
gern water.  Lev, ix. 9—Aaron dipped his finger in the blood. Jo-
shua iii. 15.  The priest’s feet were dipped in the brim of the water.
Ps.xvui. 3. That thy foot may be dipped in the blood.  Matt. xxvi.
23—He that dippetk his hand with me in the dish. Also twice in John,
xiti, 26. 1 Samuel xiv. 27—Jonathan dipt the rod in the honey comb,
2Kings vui. 15—Hazael took a cloth and dipped it in water, Revela-
uous xix. 13—He wears a vesture dipped in blood. 2 Kings v. 14,
we have the only occurrence of daptizo in the Septuagint which is ren-
dered dipped in the common version. Naaman dipped in Jordan seven
umes. Bapto is used figuratively in Dan. iv. 32, and v. 23, where it is
said that Nebuchadzezzar was wet with the dews of heaven.

On the figurative meaning of the word, more in some future number,
when we shall class these words, and notice the objections to immersion
ns the only meaning of baptism.

In the Bible the reader will find dip once more, viz. Gen.37: 81—
“ And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the goats, aud dipped
sin the blood.” The objector may say it would have been difficult for
them to have dipped his coat unless they had been provided with vessels
mwhich to have caught the blood. Notice then the accuracy of the
Greek here ! Instead of bapto, in the original it is emolunan ; the mean-
wg of which is, smeared, daubed, defiled !!

Not only is there this precision in the use of bupto, but also in the
occurrence of rantizo, which 1s as invariably rendered sprinkle as the
otherdip. In proofofwhich, here are all its oceurrences in the book :
Lev.3: 2, 8, 13—The prieststhe sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood.
1:6,17; 6: 27. 14: 7—He shall sprinkle on him to be cleansed.
v. 16, The priest shall sprinkle of the oil; v. 27, the same; v. 51—
sprinkle house seven times. 16: 14—He shall sprinkle on the mercy
seat; v. 15, Numbers 8: T—sprinkle water of purifying on them.
19: 13—Water was not sprinkled on him; 18—Sprinkle water on
the tent; also 19,20,21. Job2: 12, Bsome defectin the original—
doubtful whether rantizo occurs) sprinkled dust on their heads towards
heaven. Isa. ®: 15—So shall e sprinkle many nations. Neither
rantizo, ckeo, nor bapte. Should read, so shall he asfonish many na-
uons. 45: B-——Let the skies pour down [rather rain down] righteous-
ness. Ezek. 36: 25—Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you.
Heb. 9: 183—The ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean; 19—He

+ sprinkled both the ook and all the people; 10: 22—Hearts sprinkled
fom an evil conscience ; 12: 24—We are come to the blood of sprink-
ling. 1 Peter 1: 2—Sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.

In the English translation we bave sprinkling: Hebrews 11: 28—
Through faith they kept the sprinkling of the blood. The Greek has
It proschusin, to express not simply a sprinkling, but rather a dashing
ofthe blood of the passover against the door-posts and lintels. We have
also sprinkling in perhaps from five to ten other passages, where the
original has pao, to scatter. Ex. @: 8—Moses sprinkled [ratber scat-
tered]} the ashes towards heaven. Here, as in other places, we behold
the superior accuaracy of the Greek in the choice of words.
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We next proceed to show that cheois always translated pour.  "I'lug
word is used as definitely as either of the others.  In proof of which
the reader will notice the following portions of the word of God: Gen,
Rg: 18—Jacob pourcd oil on the top of astone; 856: 4—Jacob poured
a drink offering thereon. Ex. 4: 9—Pour water on the dry land;
9: 33—The rain was pourcd on the earth; 39: 7—Pour the anoint.
ing oil on his head ; v. 12——Pour the blood of the bullock beside the
hottom of the altar. Same expression Lev. 4: 7, 18,25, 30,34 ; 2: 1—
tIc shall pour oil on the meat offering ; v. G; 4: 12—Where ashes
are poured 1t shall be buried: 8: 12—Moses poured anointing oil on
Aasrons head ; v. 15—¥e poured blood at the bottom of the altar ; also
9:9. 14: 15—Pour into the palm of his own left hand; v. 2
18— Pour it on the head of him to be cleansed ; 41—They shall pour
out the dust; 21: 10—On whose head the anointing oil was poured;
27: 13—He shall pour out the blood. Numbers &: 15—He shall pour
no oil upon his offering. Deut. 12: 16—2Pour blood out as water;
v. 243 also 15: 23; 12: 27—The blood of the sacrifices shall be
poured out.  Judges 6: 20—Take the flesh and pour out the broth.
1 Samuel 1: 16—1I have poured out my soul before the Lord ; 8: 6—
Drew water and poured it out before the Lord; x. 1—Samuel poured
ol on Saul’s head. 1 Kings 13: 3—The altar shall be rent’and the
ashes poured out ; 18; 33— Pour water on the burnt sacrifice. 2 Kings
5: 11—Who poured water on the hands of Elijah.; 4: 4—Pour out
the oil into the vessels; v. 5—~The vessels were brought to her and she
poured out 3 41—Pour out for the people that they may eat; v. 40—so
they pourcd out for the men; 9: 3—Pour the oil on Jehu’s head;
16: 18—Ahaz poured his drink offering. 2 Chron. 12: 7—My wrath
shall be pourcd out on Jerusalenn. Job 12: 21—He pourcth contempt
on princes. Ps. 107: 40, the same; 29: 6—When the rock poured
me ont yivers of oil; 30: 16—And now my soul is poured out; 36:
27—They pour down rain according to vapor. Psalms22: 14—Jam
poured out like water ; 42 : 4—I pour out my soul; 45: 2—Graceis
poured into thy lips, 42: 8—Ye people pour out your hearts before
him; 65: 8—Wine isred and he pourcth outthe same; 67: 17—
Clouds poureth out water; 79: 6—~FPour out thy wrath on the heathen;
142: 2—[ poured out my complaint before him. Songs of Solomou
1: 3—Thy name is as ointment poured forth. Isa. 32: 15—Till the
spirit be poured on us from on high; 42: 25-—He hath poured on him
the fury of his anger; 44: 8—1 will pour water on him that is thirsty.
Jer. 6 11—1 will pour it out on the children abroad ; 7: 20—My fury
shall be poured out ou this place; 10: 25—pour out thy fury upon the
heathien; 14: 16—I will pour their wickedness upon them ; 42: 18—
As fury hath been so shall it be poured out 5 44: 6—My fury and mine
anger was poured forth. Lam. 2: 19—Pour out thine heart like wa-
ter hefore the Lord ; 2: 4—He poured out his fury like fire; also4: 11
4: 1—The stones of the sanctuary are poured out. Exek. 7: 8-—Now
will T shortly pour out my fury upon thee; 9: 8—Wilt thou destroy
all i pouring out thy fury ; 163 36—Because thy fulness was 1)aufed
mpts D1 102 200 RO13,205 300 150 2L 3f—F will powr ont minc
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wdignation 5 24: 3—8ct on the pot and pouwr water into it Zeph,
t: 17—"Their blood shall be poured out; 3: 8—To pour upon them
mine indignation. Eczek. 22: 221 the Lord have poured out my
fury; v. 3135 R3: 8; 24: 7. 36: 18—Wherefore 1 porred out my
fary upon them ; 39: 20—1I poured out my spirit on the house of Is-
racl.  Hosea 6: 10—I will pour out my wrath like water. Amos 5:
§—He poureth out waters on the facc of the earth; 9: 6. Zach. 12:
10—T will pour onthe house of David the spirit of grace. Mal. 3: 10
—See if I will not pour you out a blessing. Matt. 26 : 7—Poured
ointment on his head; Mark 14: 3. John2: 15—1le poured out the
changers money ; 13: 5—He pouwred water into a basin.  Luke 10:
34—He bound up his wounds pouring in o1l and wine ; Acts 2: 17,18;
and also Joel 2: 28, 20.  Isa. 41: 3—I will pour out of my spirit.
Acts 101 54—On the Gentiles was poured the gift of the Tloly Spint.
Rev. 16 : 1—Pour out the vials of the wrath of God: v. 2, 3, 4, 8, 10,
12, 17.  Here the word pour is found about one hundred and ten
times. In all these places no other word occurs except cheo and its
compounds. ‘The common English scholar will see that in no instance
will esther sprinkle or dip express the ideas in the connection.

There are perhaps t' enty other places where pour is found in the
English translation. “ Inseveral places where the pouring out of 2
libation or drink-offering was intended, the Greek had spendo, the pro-
per word to express that idea.  In®2 Sam. 13: 9, when cakes are said
1o be poured out of a pan, the Greck, with an accuracy worthy of all
admiration, has katekenosen, emptied out. Take another exawple.
In2 Chron. 34: 21, 25—God’s wrath is said to be poured ont ; in
connexion with which we have this assertion—it shall not be quenched.
Here we have the obvious incongruity of guenching, not fire, but some-
thing poured out as a liquid.  The Greek, true to itself, has no such
jargon, no such mixing of mataphors ; it has the figure of wrath being
kindled as a fire,(ezekanthe, from ekkaio) and then quenched.”

We now come to notice wask in its various forms. Some, perhaps
all Greek Lexicons, give wash as one of the definitions of baptizo and
baptisma.  Let the reader examing those portions of the word of God
where wash occurs ; and see if there are any grounds for such a con-
clusion. Is it at all probable that having several words to express dif-
feren: kinds of washing, they would use baptisma for that purpose also !
And that too when bapto, it’s root was always used literally to express
smply dip, and nothing else?
| Nipto—to wash. It is spoken of some part of the body, as the
lhands, the feet, the face, and the eyes,” &c.— Parkhurst. Gen. 18 ¢
A~Wash your feet; 19: 2; 24: 32 43 : 24—They washed
their feet 5 v. 31.  Exod. 30 : 19, 20. Deut. 21 : 6—S8hall wash therr
baan. Judges, 19 : 21—Washed their feet. Samuel, 25: 41-—Let
thy handmaid be a servant to wash thy feet. 2 Samuel, 11:S—ash

ly feet 5 12 : 20—David arose and wasked himself. 2 Chron. 4 : 6—
he sea for the priests to wask in, 1 Kings, 22 : 38—O0ne washed the
hariot, Psalms, 26, 6—1 will wask my haunds in innocency ; 58 : 10
He shall wask his feet in the blood of the wicked 5 53¢ 13—I have
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washed wy hands in innocency. Proverbs, 30: 12—A generation not
washed. Solomon's Songs, 5 : 3—I have washed my feet ; verse 12,
Matt. 6 : 17— When thou fastest, wash thy fuce ; 15 : 2. They wash
not their hands when they eat. 27 : 24—Pilate washed his hands.
Mark, 12 : 3—Except they wash they eat not. Luke 11 : 38—They
Pharisees marvelled that he had not first washed. John, 9: 7—Jesus
said, go wash : he washed and came seeing ; also v. 11 and 15; 13:
5—Jesus began to wash the disciples® feet, v. 6, 8, 10, 14. 1Tim.5:
10—If she have washed the saints feet. Inall the above passages the
criginal is some form of Vipto.

Pluno—to wash properly as clothes are washed by plunging them
them in water. Rev. 7: 14—These are they who have washed theit
robes. Lev. 6:27; 13: 54,56, 58; 14:9; 17:15-16 ; Neh. 4 : 23;
Psal. 51 : 2—Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity : v. 7. Wash
me and I shall be whiter than snow. Jer. 2:22; 4: 14,

Louos—~Grammarians, says the learned Duport, remark a difference
between louo and pluno and nipto ; that louo is spoken of the whok
body ; pluno of garments and clothes, and nipto of the hands.  So saps
Parkhurst, a clergyman in the established church.

Here are all these places where we were able to find wash in the abore
signification : Exod. 2: 5, The daughter of Pharoah came to wash;
29 : 4, Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring and wask ; 40: 12, Aaro
and his sons thou shalt wask with water. Lev. 14: 8, Shave ond
wash himself in water; Deut.83: 11, Lev. 14: 9; 15: 16; 14: 4§,
24; 22: 6; 17: 15, 16. Ruth 3: 3, Wash thyself and anoint thee,
2 Kings 5: 10, 12, 13, Wask in Jordan—may I not wash in the
vers of Damascus—why not wask and be clean 7 Job 9: 30, If I wash
myself with snow water. 2 Sam. 9: 2, David saw a woman washing
herself, Isa. i: 16, Waskyoumake you clean. Ezek.?23: 40, For
whom didst thou wash thyself. 16: 4, Nor was washed in water; v.0
Sol. Songs 4: 2, Like sheep that come up from the washing ; 6: &
John 13 10, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet
{in this sentence we have louo and nipto.] Acts 9: 37, Dorcas was
washed ; 16: 33, Washed their stripes; 22: 16, Wash away thy
sins. 1 Cor. 5: 11, But ye are washed. Heb. 10: 22, Your bodie
washed with pure water. 2 Peter 2: 22, Sow that was washed. Rer
1: 5, Washed us from our sins. Eph. 5: 26, Washing of water by
the word. Titus 8: 5, Washing of regeneration.

We ask with surprise, at the conclusion of onr labor in collecting
these portions of the word of God, could words be used with greate
precision than in all of these instances? There are a few, and a very
few figurative applications of these words, but on the whole, the words
dip, sprinkle, pour, and wash, in the English language are not mor
expressive of the meaning usually attached to them, than are their Greek
representatives. The most common English scholar may now, with
these passages before him, draw his conclusions with as much certaintf
as though he could read the orginal. And we hope that our friends
who practice sprinkling and pouring, calling it baptism, will rementhe!
that it would be just as light a task to prove that sprinkling mest!
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dipping, as to prove that bapto, baptizn, or baptisma,cxpresscd either
ouring or sprinkling !

“ In Mark, vii. 3-4, nipto is distinguished from baptize. The Jews
eat not except they wash (nipsontai) theit hands. But when they have
been to the market, lest they might have touched something unclean,
1 order to make sure work of it, they dip (haptisontai) the whole per-
son.”” If all who proféss to be religious would be as careful at the pre-
sent day, this article would be uncalled for !

The above passage, we presume, is that from which Lexicographers
have come to the conclusion that baptisma must sometimes mean to
wask. The common English translation in this passage gives us wash
for two words that in no place in the Old or New Testament are synony-
mous. For what reason is daptisontai in this place rendered wash ?
Perhaps the translators imagined that it would be inconvenient for the
Jews to dip themselves before eating ! Let such persons read the fol-
lowing from the Law of Moses:—The person who should touch a
“grave,” the ‘“dead,” or cven the *““bone” of one slain, after being
sprinkled with a certain preparation, * on the seventh day he shall puri-
fy himself, and wash his clothesy and bathe himself in water, and shall
be unclean at even. But {he man that shall be unclean, and shall not
purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation.”
—Numbers, xix. 18-20 ; Lev. xvii. 15, 16, All who have attentively
_examined the Law of Moses, are awure that the life of the individual
“depended on the precision with which their duties were performed.—
Why then should it be thouglt a thing incredible that a Jew coming
from a market where he had been exposed to all manner of uncleanness
should * bathe® his flesh—should dip himself ! And the fact that
Paul, writing to the Hebrews, well acquainted with all these things,
(chap. ix. 10,) uses the same word when referring to Jewish rites and
ceremonies, strengthens, yes, confirms the above view. The divers
washings (baptismois) and carnal ordinances unquestionably refer to
the bathing and dipping of garments, &ec. and the sprinkling (carnal
ordinances) abserved under the law. DBut these, however, were to con-
tioue only until the times of Reformation !

But a word or two on the carnal ordinances as contra-distinguished
from divers baptismais. * The Jewish priests were made, after or ac-
tording to the law of a carnal commandment, our High Priest was not
wmade after such a law. The consecration of a priest refquired, accord-
mg to the law, sprinkling, shaving, washing the clothes,and cleansing
the flesh—consequently t%ne ¢ ordinances concerning the flesh’ included
the sprinkling, and then its being distinguished from the divers baptisms
f:o‘nﬁrms the matter still more. But on this we lay but little stress, as
it1s plainly shown in the 9th chapter, that the divers baptisms and the
divers sprinklings are diverse things.”

_“In 2d Kings, v. 14, louo is distinguished from baptizo. Naaman

8 commanded to wask or bathe (lousai) himself in Jordan.—Here the

Greek has lousai from louo, which expresses both the act, and design

With which that act was performed, viz. that of clcansing him from the

prosy.  In this it corresponds precisely with bathe, or wash, in its
<6

-~
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commeon acceptation. ¢ Then he went down and dipped (ebaptisato)
himself.’ Here the act alone i1s expressed, and therefore baptizo s
used.”

¢t In Luke, vii. 38, 44 : Mary is said to wash the Savior’s feet with
tears. Xlure the Greek has ncither bapto, nipty, nor louo, but the very
word which is most appropriate, viz. brecho, to wet or moisten. Pro-
perly speaking, she neither washed nor dipped, but simply wet them,
and so the original expresses it.”

* In Mark, vii. 4, and Luke, xi. 38, we have wash denoting simpiy
dip, and here buptizo is found in the original. 1t must not be forgot-
teit, that wherever we fonud Jip in our version, we found bapto or bap-
t1zo in Gereek, with but one exception, and that too, where not simple
dipping, but daubing, was intended. In Heb. ix. 26 : washings, the
noun, is expressed by baptismos ; and in Eph. v. 10, and Titus, iii. 5,
where it denotes dath, it is expressed in Greek by loutron, the proper
word to convey that idea. In Acts, xxii. 16: ¢ wash away’ (viz. thy
sins) is expressed by apelvusai, which is here distinguished from bap-
tizo. Again, ve perceive the usual accuracy of the Greek. Apolouo
cxpresses the design of the act ;—>baptizo denotes simply the act of in-
mersion itsell.  Anauias commanded Saul to wash away his sins in
beptisin ; but he understoud Greek too well to commmand him to baptize
them away. Such a comnand would have been no less absurd than
* Dip away thy sius.”  If baptize ¥ cre synonymous with washk, the com-
maud to baptizc away his sins would have been as proper, as that which
Ananias gave him, viz: ¢ Wash away thy sins.””

Bui to couclude for this number, as this article is too extended alrea-
dy—with the above facts and arguments, what is the scriptural conclu-
sion 1 Is it not that by baptism the Saviour and his Apostles meant
immerse, and nothing but immerse ?

But to sum up the arguments—PRapto in some form is found in the
Old and New Testaments twenty-onc times,and with but two exceptions,
(and these figurative) it is translated (by men who practiced sprink-
ling and nothing else) dip.—Raino or Rantizo are found in twenty-si
places, and invariably rendered sprinhle ; never once by any word that
would leave the least suspicion that it had any connection with baptism.

Cheo, and its compounds are found about one fundred times, andin-
variably rendered pour.

Nipto occurs thirty-onc times, always used for a partial washing.

Pluno 1s found thirteen times, and perhaps in many more places thas
those named ; and the same may be said of

Louo—which is laid before you in thirty-three places, and as inve
riably refers to a complete buthing.

With all these stubborn facts, (which must be apparent to the most
common capacity) can there be a remaining doubt as to the act design-
ed by the word daptism! 1f only iu a large majority of instances, bap-
to meant to dip, all reasunable men weuld give their voice for 1mmer-
sion ; but when in not one instance bapto can be rendered by any other
word, and make sense with the counexion; nor the other terms by any
English word than those by which they are ususlly translated, what oo
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the whole 'must we think of the practice of sprinkling and pouring of
water as an ordinance of God, and calling 1t baptism?
Depend upon it, reader, the sprinkling and pouring ““mode™ of bap-
tism has not a peg on which to hang one argument in the Word of God!
Eprron.
D

[rrOM THE CHRISTIAN BAPTISY.)

ESSAYS ON MAN IN I3 PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THE
PATRIARCHAL, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS.~—X0. 1X.

JEWISH AGE.~NO. I.

As the first religious econ ...y was patriarchal, because adapted to
families in an unassociated capacity ; so the second was national, be-
cause adapted to families in an associated or national capacity. The
first required but the existence of a single family for the enjoyment of
all its institutions and privileges : the second required many fambies
living together in close neighbourhood and under one and the same
ewil covernment.  Thus we find in the preliminaries to the Sinaitic
wswtitution, that it was proposed to constitute a religious nation a
hinzdom of priests, a holy people, upon a certam basis. To the pre-
liminaries, as proposed by Moses, the people assented, and on their
consent was issued the constitution. This was written by the King in
his own handwriting upon two tables of stone. This was the supreme
law of their social, religious, and moral relations. Aud all their other
laws and institutions were but the developement and application of its
principles to religion and politics.

Abraham was called at a time when idolatry began to appear in
Chaldea, and when fomilies began each to have a family god.  When
his descendants became numercus and large enough to become a na-
uon, and the nations had each its own Gaod, it pleased the Ruler of the
Universe 10 exhibit himself as the God of a nation. Hence originated
the theocracy.  Here it is necessary to adopt a few general principles
of much importance in understanding the varietics which have appear-
ed in the divine government. From the Fall of Mun the Governor of
the World withdrew from all personal intimacies with the race. He
no longer conversed with man face to face as he was wont to do 1n
Eden. The recollections of the Diviuity became miore and more faint
as Adam advanced in years ; and the traditionary information commu-
nicated to his descendants became less vivid and impressive in every
generation. AN new communications from the Creator were through
symbols, by messengers, or rather through things already known.—
Things entirely unknown can only be communicated to the mind by
tings already known. This axiom is at the basis of all revelations,
and explains many otherwise inexplicable iucidents in the divine com-
munieations to man. The natural symbols and the artificial names of
things became, from a necessity of nature, the only mcans through
which God could make himself known to man. This too, has been
the mvariable rule and measure of all the discoveries which God has
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made of himself, his purposes, and will. Hence the spangled heavens,
all the elements of nature, the earth, and the sea, with all their inha-
bitants ; the relations, customs, and usages existing among men, have
all been so many types or letters in the great alphabet which consti.
tutes the vocabulary of divine revelation to man. He has even perso-
nated himsclf by his own creatures and spoke to man through human
institutions. Hence he has been called a Sun, Light, Father, Hus.
band, Man of War, General of Hosts, a Lord of Battles, King, Prince,
Master, &c. He has been spoken of as having eyes, ears, mouth,
hands, feet, &c. He has been represented as sitting, standing, walk-
ing, hasting, awaking. He has been compared to a unicorn, lion,
rock, mountain, &c. He has made himself known in his character,
perfections, purposes, and will, by things already known to man. This
is the grand secret, which, when disclosed, removes many difficulties
and ohjections, and sets in a clear light the genius of the Jewish age
of the religious world.

Now when God became the king of one nation, it was only doing
what, on a more extensive scule, and with mecre various and powerful
effects, he bad done in calling himself a Father. Both were designed
to make himself known through human relations and institutions. One
type, symbol, or name, is altogether incompetent to develope the woun-
derful and incomprehensible God. But his wisdom and goodness are
most apparent in makiag hims 'f known iu those relations and to those
extents which are best adapt.d to human wants and imperfections.—
And the perfection of these discoveries consists in their being exactly
suited to the different ages of the world and stages of human improve-
ment. At the time when he chose one nation and made himself known
to all the earth as its King and God, no other name, type, or symbol,
was so well adapted to this benevolent purpose, as those selected. For
whe. Israel was brought out of Egypt all the nations had their gods; and
these gods were esteemed and admired according to the strength, skill,
prowess, and prosperity of the nation over which they were supposed
to preside. Hence that God was the most adorable in human eyes
whose people were most conspicuous.

‘Wars and battles were the offSpring of the spirit of those ages con-
temporancous with the first five hundred years of the Jewish history,
and with the ages immediately preceding. Hence the idea was, that
the nation most powerful in war Lad the greatest and most ‘adorable
God. Now as the Most High, (a title borrowed from this very age)
always took the world as it was at every period in which he chose to
develope himself anew, or his purposes, he chose to appear as the Lord
of Hosts, or God of Armies. And to make his name known through,
all the carth, he took one nation under his auspices, and appeared as
heir Sovereign and the Commander in Chief of all their armies.—
Hence the splendid and casy bought victories of the Israclites. Oue
could chase a hundred, and ten put a thousand to flight.  This explhins
the deliverance out of Egypt, and how the Lord permitted Pharcab's
heart to be hardened—for the purpose of making his name known
through all the carth. Pharoah and bis Court knew not the God of
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and impiously asked, * Who is the Lord
that I should obey bim 7' But Moses made him kunow, and tremble,
and bow. By the time when the Jews were settled in Canaan, the
world was taught to fear the God of Israel, the Lord of Hosts ; and so
it came to pass that all the true and consistent knowledge of God upon
the earth, amongst all nations, was derived directly or indirectly from
the Jewish people.

But we must not think that only one purpose was gained, or one ob-
ject was exclusively in view in any of these great movements of the
Governor of the World. This is contrary to the general analogy of
the material and spiritual systems. By the annual and diuraal reve-
lutions of the earth, although by the former the seasons of the year, and
by the latter day and night seem to be the chief objects, there are a
thousand ends gained in conjunction with one principal one. So
this grand economy, many, very many illustrious ends were gained
hesides the capital one just mentioned. For as in the vegetable king-
dom we have a succession of stages in the growth of plants ; as in the
animal kingdom we have a succession of stages in the growth of ami-
mals ; so in the kingdom of God there is a similar progression of light,
knowledge, bfe, and bliss. 'We have in the vegetable kingdom, the
period of germinating, the period of blossoming, and the period of ri-
peang the fruit. So we have infancy, childhood, youth, and manhood,
in our own species. Each period calls for special influences, and a
peculiar treatment. So it is in the kingdom of God. It had its infan-
¢y, its childhood, and its manhood. 1In each stage it was diversely ex-
hibited. The Patriarchal, Jewish, and Christian Ages were adapted
to these.

" Again, we are not to consider the specinl temporal favors bestowed
upon the Jews as indicative that the divine benevolence was exclusive-
ly confined to one nation to the exclusion of all the earth besides. As
well might we say that the husbandman who cultivates his garden de-
spises or neglects his farm, or that he exclusively loves that part of the
soil which ke encloses with a peculiar fence. Other circumstances and
considerations require these specialities. The general good of the hu-~
men race, and the blesamg of all nations in a son of Abraham, were
the ultimate and gracious ends in view in all these peculiar arrange-
ments. This promise and guarantee was made to Abraham before the
times of these ages or dispensations. So that the calling of the Jews,
and their erection intc a nation under the special government of God,
Eere but means necessary to that reign of favor “under which we now
ve.

These general and prefatory hints we thought expedient to suggest
8s preliminary to our essay on the Jewish economy. There is one les-
son of more than ordinary importance, which all who have not attend-
ed to it ought to learn, not only with reference to our object ir these
essays, but with reference to many others—and that is, that things un-
~nown can only be taught through things already known.
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WHAT IS THE DESIGN OF BAPTISM.—No. 3—* L B." 10 * Viriras."
“ Fiat justitia ruat coelum.”

VEeriTAS seems not to understand me.  But onc thing I must say to
him : when he replies to me, I wish he would reply to what I kave
said, and not to what I kave not said. He says also, that * I am some-
what obscure as regards my creed.”” Obscure indeed, my friend, so
obscure that I never had one, nor never will. Butif you want to know
my religious sentiments, you may have them gratis. They are briefly
these: To believe all that God has said, and obey all that he has com-
manded. The man who believes and acts thus cannot miss heaven.—
He next quotes my assertion—or as I would call it, proposition—that
none were baptised in the name of Jesus Christ until the baptism of the,
Holy Ghost was performed ;—then refers to Acts, viii. 15-17, Then
he says, “Now here is a flat contradiction to this assertion.” And what
isit? Why forsooth, that Peter and John found certain brethren who
had been baptised in the neme of the Lord Jesus, dnd by laying their
hands on them they received the gift of the Holy Ghost. Next he quotes
from Acts, xix. 4-6 : That about twelve were baptised in the name of
Jesus, and received the gift of the Holy Ghost. Now, in all these quo-
tations there is nothing said about tl 2 baptism of the Holy Ghost.—
Therefore, no contradiction to my proposition. Your argument that
John’s baptism was done away, was a useless one, as it had nnthing to
do with the question at issue. Of course John’s baptism ceased with
his decapitation, as he had no power to baptise afterward. You then
go on to say, * according to L. B’s. creed, if the gift of the Holy Ghost
precedes baptism by water,” &c. T this I cannot say docuisti Veri-
tas, for it is not the truth. In the first place I have not published any
creed, and in the next place I have not said that *° the gift of the Holy
Ghost precedes baptism by water.”” Now thisis what I said, viz. ¢ that
not one soul was baptised in the name of Jesus until the baptism of the
Holy Ghost was performed.” Ithen proved that the Apostles were
baptized with the Holy Ghost before any person was baptised in the
name of Jesus.—I nextproved that the house of Cornelius were baptised
wrrh the Holy Ghost before they were baptised in water in the nume of
Jesus. It is true that the disciples at Pentecost were baptised in the
pame of Jesus before the house of Cornelius were baptised with the
Holy Ghost. 1 did not say that all persons were baptized with the
Holy Ghost before they were baptized in the name of Jesus. For we
are not told that all were or will be baptised with it, unless it can be
proved that the baptism of the Holy Ghost and the gift of it are the
same thing. In future you will please use my own language, and not
make language for me which I do not use, and save yourself the trow-
of speaking of my ““creed.”

Now, friend Veritas, to sum up your arguments, they have led you
into & sad dilemma, and one horn or the other you must take. In ypur
first article you asserted, that the * baptism of the Holy Ghost was pro-
mised to us at the second coming of our Saviour.” 1n my reply, I re-
quired you to show where the scripture contained this promise. But
instead of attempting this, you have crossed your own path, and at-
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tempted to prove that the disciples were baptized with the Holy Ghost
in the days of the Apostles, by quoting from Aects, 8th and 19th chap-
ters, and saying that they contradict my assertion : which is equivalent
to saying they were baptised with the {Ioly Ghost. Again, you cross
your own path in your last article, For after quoting the sbove pas-
sage to prove that the baptism of the Holy Ghost follows baptism in
the name of Jesus ; in the latter part of your first paragraph you say,
“for all the promises in the bible were obtained through faith, for
those who received the gifi—(I suppose he means the gift of the Holy
Spirit) received it through faith before baptistn ; but surely no man will
come forward and say he has received the Holy Ghost by baptism.—
Now I do not understand whether Veritas means to say that no man
will say that he has received the Holy Ghost by water baptism, or by
being baptised with the Holy Ghost. Either way leaves him in a di-
lemma. If he means water baptism, then he has said that the gift of
the Holy Ghost is received before it ; and then coatradicts himself in
his last paragraph by saying that * baptism by water was a saving
grace, and is to be received as a pledge for the .gift when the Savior
thinks fit to send it,” &c. If he means the latter, then he is at variance
with the seripture he has quoted, for those whom Peter and John laid
their hands on were baptized in the name of Jesus before they received
the gift.  But Veritas says,— Those who received the gifr, received
it through faith before baptism. My friend thinks the advice I gave
hin I most need myself, but I think 1t will not be lost an him if he will
follow it. Veritas thinks being buried in water is a far-fetched idea,
and wonders where I met with it in Scripture, and wislies me to point
stout. Certainly, my friend, this is a reasonable request, and I hope
you will point out whatever [ may request you to. You will find itin
Romans, vi. 4, “Therfore we are buried by baptism into death, that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so we also should walk in newuess of life. That Pan{ had reference
to Iiteral baptism is too evident to admit of controversy. So then, we
have a burial in water and a resurrection out of it. This “idea” is as
“far-fetched”’ as from Corinthus where Paul’s letter was written. Nor
55 this all, for I have beea eye-witness to many such burials, besides be-
wg buried in water myself. As to being buried in fire, I need ounly to
say, that being overwhelmed and immersed in fire is being buried in it,
and such was actually the case with many at the destruction of Jeru-
salem. I intended to have shown who had power to baptise with the
Holy Ghost, and who were baptised with it, and also say something of
the Holy Spirit * bringing all things to our remembrance,” but have
not room in this number—this being already too long. Perhaps Veri-
tas can inform us, and in the meantime keep to the subject. L. B.

N -
CHRISTIAN UNION.
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”—Pavt.
Wrexn we speak of Christian union, we mean a real union of Chris-

tians—not of sects, nor of professors merely ; but of those who are in
leed and in fact ingrafted into the Lord Jesus Christ, anu are branches
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of the * true vine.,” Neither by Christian union do we mean that fulse
charity which says, ¢ Oh there are good christians in all denominas
tions!™ A simple acknowledgment that they are, or may be christians,
without advancing any further, is a hypocritical show unworthy the dis-
ciple of the Lord.

The union for which we plead is that of kindred spirits cemented by
the love of God. The real lover of his fellow-man does not feliowship
him on account of a few opinions or speculations, but because he loves
God and God loves him. He recognizes him as a brother, being assur-
ed that he is a member of Christ’s body. He fraternizes with him in
every thing that is connected with his present and future happiness—
in all the ¢ work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Chtistian union which we advocate, is, in a word, that which
unites the followers of the Lord around one table. The question with
us, is, Does he enjoy communion with God ? has he been engrafted in:
to the Lord Messiah 7 does he love him supremely? does he bring forth
the fruits of the spirit? If so, God loves him—Jesus is not ashamed
to call him brother—he is a temple of the Holy Spirit. It is then our
highest honour and joy to recognize him as a companion and fellow
pilgrim to the celestial Canaan.

Shall we dare to slight or disregard him * who bas fellowship with
the father, and with his Son Jesus Christ1” ¢ He that hateth hisbro.
ther is 2 murderer.” * Receive ye one another as Christ has received
us to the glory of God.”

O how happy the world soon would be could they see this glorious
consummation ? If all the followers of the Liamb wete openly and reah
Iy united together, when we saw a disciple we should see a brother;
one who would sympathize with us in &'l our sorrows and afflictions
Ynfidelity, which has fattened on the dissensions of religions profes-
sors, would stand aghast ; and the white horse of the gospel would
drive for. 1rd gloriously ; sin would bide its deformed head, and moral
corruption would melt away like dew before the rising sun ; the salva:
tion of the Liord would be known ; the kingdom of Immanuel would
soon receive every chila of Adam } and the reign of the Lord would i
reality be acknowledged * from sea to sea, and from the rivers to the
ends of the earth.”

All Christians pray for this. They therefore desite it. Is it then
ossible for all the followers of the Lamb to form one communion I—
nhesitatingly we answer, Yes. They %ave all been united ; for ses

veral generations they formed one communion.

What ibas the cause of their union ? )

1. Their master comnanded them to be united. * A new com-
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.” ¢ Be perfectly
Jjoined together in the same mind and judgment.” ¢ Be kind oge to
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another even as God for Christ’s
sake hath forgiven you.” “ By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye love one another.”

These portions of the word of God prove, that it is a command of
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the Lord that Christians should be one.  He, then, who says or does
any thing to-prevent this love and union, is disobeying. the. Lgrd.; . he
is a heretic ; for the very meaning of the word herectic is a factiouist.
He who sought to make parties amoagst the disciples of the Lord iu
the days of the apostles—he who was desirqus of dividing the body .of
Christ was a heretic ! . L

2, Another cause of their union was——the Lord.gave-them his spirit,
All who became followers of the Lord possessed one spirit,  * After
that ye believed you were sealed with the Iloly Spirit of promise.”
Hence he authorised the Apostle to say, ¢ if any man have. ngt the
Spirit of Christ he is rione of his.” Christ’s spirit is his mind. ¢ Let
that mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus,”” They then were
partakers of his disposition or spirit, the fruits of which were ** Lave,
joy, peace,” &c. All, then, who became the disciples of.the Lord,
would of necessity love the whole human fanily with-a love ,of bene-
volence ; and the disciples with a love stronger thau deeth. The dis-
ciples were tauglit that they should, were it necessary, lay down their
lives for each other.

In what a strong contrast docs this delineation of character appear
with the distracted state of the Christian profession at the present day!
The spirit of Christ possessed such a peculiar attraction, that the steel,
charged with the magnet, does not more ceriainly turn to the pole, than
did those who had believed and surrendered themselves to the Lord
Messiah attract each other.  They were ready and willing to_ sufier.
any thing for eaeh other and the cause of the Lord. Nofe.—From this.
may we not conclude, that those who are nof anxious to sce the fol-
lowers of the Lamb united have not his spirit? e

3. They sought union, because it was the condition on which the
Sevior prayed for the conversion of the world. Like theiy master,
they desifed the regereration of sinners. They knew.that union was
strength,  And the beloved disciple did not fail to record, the Lord’s
Prajer, John vii.— I pray not for these (the Apostles) only,, but for
all them also who shall believe on me through. their word ;. that they
all may be one—that the world may believe thou hast sent me.”” ... .,

Here the blessed Jesus prays for the union of his followers, 10 order,
that throngh them conviction might the more readily be fixed on the
niiuds of unbelievers. Canauny Christian rcad the Savigr’s ,ng:guagc,
and not feel that he is bound by every grace of the gpirit of. God 1o
cultivate union and peace amongst the followers of the Lord? Will
he not make every sacrifice in Lis power to promote so desirable an
ohject? ¢ The saviour prays for the union of his followers.; will I then,”.
ssys the devout follower of the Lamb, ©“ oppose the sqlemn petition. of
him who, paly a short time before, * sweat as’ it were great drops of
blo> 3 He prayed for union ; may it then bemy sincere and earnest
priyer aud ~adeavot to dive, so that all the disciples of the Lord may
love me. Dare I do any thing which will separate those who are en-.
grafted into Christ—Lord keep me from it!” Such soliloguiss, we
think, must all devout christiana frequertly have with themselves when
they read the ¢ Lord's Prayer.” .

’ 27
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The above ate some of the reasons why christians should be united;
and such, wo presume, was.the cause of their union. The fruits of such
united’ efforts we shall, notice in another number—what it was, pud
what it might be expected, under a similar state of things.  And wil]
iot christians seek for union where it is so desirable—swhen so much
depends upon the hearty co-operntion of the friends of Christiamty,
and sg much injify results from the broils and dissentions of profes-
sions- : ’

All who think or reason on this subject are aware, that the principal
harangues 6f sceptics; and those, too, which produce the greatest ef.
fect on thé deluded votaries-of infidelity, are made up of histories con-
cerning persecutions by Christians (?), and the bickerings of modern
sects. o

Will-€hristiand pay o little attention to the plain injunctions of the
word of God ; the admonitions of the spirit, and the prayer of the.Lord
Jesus-thie night in Which he Was betrayed, to permit pride of opinion,
oranything of a trivial nature, prevent their union and commEunion ?

DITOR.

——imanns
UNIVERSALISM.

We ure-not desirous of criticising any system which does not directly
or indirectly nullify the proclamation of the gospel ; but we sincerely
believe, that all kinds of fatalism plunge a dagger into the vitals of
Christianity, 'Whatever good may have rosulted from the labours of
Calvinists or Universalists, must not be credited t. the fatalism con-
nected with these systems, but the truths mixed with these deleterious
compounds; ) .

Utiversalists profess great liberality. The few scattered in various
parts of these Provinces think their brethren in the United States-are
sucli'champions, that they are able to refute every thing written or
spoken: }’ a partialist. Thatour readers may have a specimen of their.
liberality, e give below aletter written for the ** Trumpet” neatly two.
montlis since.” It may be proper, however, first to state-a few parti-
culars. ' Mr. Taylor, a Universalist Clergyman of Massachusetts, pas-
sed through Néw Brunswick aid Nova Scotia last season, endeavoring
to convinice the people 'that they were giving themselves too much.
anxiety abiput their futuré destiny ; persuading them that they were all
on the high-road to endless happiness and never ending bliss. .

On'hi§ rétufn he gavethe public a narrative of his journey ; in which
he gave the feaders of the ZTrumpet to understand, that a certain Mr.
Howitd, whém'he slandersusly calls a * Campbellite,” was desirous
of hiiVing & discussion, dnd then, for some cause or other, *backed
out!” "This, teader, you will'think is somewhat singular, that a man.
shouldfirst be-desirous of having a débate, and then seek to shun it.
All who are acquainted with Bepjamin Howard know, that he fears.
not to-diseisd an aiticle of ‘his faith with eny man bréathing. The
greatest fault his friends find' with him is, that heis-loo Sond of discus-
sious. But to the letter: ‘
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#Saint Jonn, N. B.,, Dec. 3, 1839,
“T'o the Editor of the Trumpet.

% My dear Siry—A few days since, a number of your paper was put
into my hands for perusal. I read every thing which promises trath,
unmixed with error.  In this paper I read the concluding part of Mr.
Taylor’s *tour through Nova Scotia,” &c. Being on a preaching
excursion through some of the same places myself, I happened at one
of the meetings mentioned by Mr. Taylor. I had, also, the pleasure
of an interview with him at the house of our mutual friend, Mr. Starr.
Having learned directly all the facts and circumstances relative to his
interview with Mr. Howard, judge of my surprise when I learned that
Mr. . had told only part of the truth in relation to the propozed dis-
cussion with Mr, Howard! .

% The facts are these : Mr. T\ was kindly favored with the chapel
in which Mr. H. usually prcaches in Cornwallis. His *text’ was, ©* Who
hath saved us and called us,” &ec. 2 Tim. i. 9-10. He preached as
the brotherhood usually do—that God first saved the whole human fa-
mily {from what?], and then called them, &c. He rcasoned(?), as
our provincial Calvinists would on the same text ; with this difference,
however, Mr. T\. made the “us™ refer to the whole humam family,
and our Calvinists to the chosen before the foundation of the world.
He concluded. Mr. H. (after making some inquiries as to the length of
timehe had tostay in Cornwallis) proceededto show theexac. agreement
between Mr. 'T'.’s discourse and the Calvinism which they heard from
time to time ; then added, that there was but the difference of two
words—hole and part, and that Universalism was rather an iaprove-
ment on Calvinism; to which Mr. T respended * Amen; and Aminig-
sen also.”  Mr. H. then proppsed the following question: © Will all
ment be squed with an eternal salvation? The negative of this,” said
ke, *T am prepared to support with Mr. T, or any other person.”
Mr.T. said, % Will @ part of the human family be endlessly miserable?
The ne’g’ative of this I am ready to discuss with Mr. H. or any other
person.

* Mr. H. remarked, * This gentleman has visited us to correct ourer-
tors; he fearlessly asserts that all men will be saved. 'This is the grand
principle in his system. Nature, reason, scripture, common sense, all
proclaim the fact according to Mr. Taylor, and will he not take the
afirmative of his own doctrine? If he thinks that he can sustsin it,
why not raake an effort 2 ’

“Mr. 'T. also inquired the reason of Mr. H.’s unwillingness to take
the affirmative of endless misery. Who-replied, that he would not give
his assent to any doctrine which pretended to fix difimitely the condition
of the wicked. ~ The s¢riptures leave them in a * lake of fire and brim-
stone,” stating, that ¢*this is the second death,” .

* “What I’ says Mr. T., ¢has not the gentleman made up his mind
as to the condition of the wicked ¥’

“ Mr. " answered, “if the Apostle John did not know what the
nglteous would be, [John chip. iii. ¢ we know not what we zhall be,’]
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how can I tell what the wicked will be 7 I believe that they will be
eternally lost 1

“ He then offered to take the affirmative of the question to whick
Mr. T refers in his * tour,” viz. * Will a part of the human family be
endlessly lost 2 and Mr, T. refused to hold a discussion on this ques-
tion, unless the words * unholy” and * sinful” were added, which
would make the questiou read, will they be endlessly ‘unkoly andsin-
Jul; in addition to being lost ; which would be precisely the same ques-
tion proposed at first,

** Mr. T. was too sensible of the weakness of his systum to attempt
its proof.  He was more desirous of caveling at the apparent inconsis
tencies of others.  He evidentiy, throughout, shuw.d a dispositien ly
 dodge™ the main question. Persons not acquaiuted with the tactiey
of Universalist, did not so fully perceive this, but Mr. H. did, and Mr.
'T. kuew, when he penned his ariicele, that he positively rcfused to take
the affirmative of his own darling system!

* I'have now a proposal to mahe to Mr. T. and Universalists gene
rally, in order that the ruth may be clicited, aud the incorrectuess of
Mr. T.'s narrative fully exposed. Though'it may be the boast of Univer.
salists that Methodists, Presbyterians, and Baptists refuse to discuss
the merits of their system, yet there are those who are always readyto
discuss the fol’ >wing qusstions :

« 1, YTill all mankind be saved with an cternal salvation?

« Q. Willapart of the human family be eternally lost?

« Here are two quesiions which state the case fairly. Mtr. Howard
will discuss these questions with YIr. Taylor, yourself, or any other re
spectable Universahist clergyman in America. If they .\nll visit Ne_w
Brunswick or Nova Scotia, they shall be furnished with a house it
which to hold the discussion; but if they are not desirous_of comirg
50 far, you shall be met at Eastport, Bangor, Portland, Boston, o
even in Mr, Taylor's own meeting house ; providing, however, thaton
your part a consenicut place in which to hold the discussion, shall be
furnished in those places.

“In the above questions, each can have an affirmative and each 2
negative. (Mr. T. says that he once offered tu discuss the secondz he
certamly will not now objectto it.) They can agree to speak cach four,
eight, twelve or twenty times on each question, just as they can agree,
sv that an equal amount of ume may be bestowed on each question.

“ Now, if Umversalists rcally believe their doctriuc, itis Lioped they
will show themselves. ) ,

- © ¥ have written this without consuliing Mr. 1. siuce seeing Mr. T
article ; but if ke is not wiling to give lus assent to the propositions,
and T caunot find a respectable man who will—ratlier than a disputal!
should be wanted, you can have the services of - "
“Your’ to serve iu the truth,

Your's respectfully, e ON.”

This letter was forwaided the next day afier it was written. , We
huve carefully examined all the * Trumpets™ which have come to Town
since then, and not a luie as vet appeats—not ¢ien an ucknowledg
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ment of its reception. 'We have not room for any more remarks on
the system at present. Our readersmay hear something more in futore,
when it becomes neccssary.—Eb.

———prm e

ELDER SAMUEL ROBINSON,
PASTOR OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SAINT GEORGE.

My dear Sir,—Being convinced that no otber Baptist.Clergyman
in New Brunswick has been instrumental in addirg so many to the
Baptist churches in these Proyinces as yourself, since you became &
member of therr communion, .{r,xd no man belonging to that denomina-
tion whom I esteem more highly, or whom I would more readily call
brother ; T therefore address you thus publicly for the good of the cause
oftr *th, for which we mutually profess to be pleading.  ** He that doeth
the truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest that
they are wrought in God.”  This is my apology for publicly addres-
sing you. .

You are aware that we are accused by the Baptists of holding and
advocating many erroneous doctrines; and also rejecting some prin-
ciples considered by the ¢ evangelical”’ as essential to the truth. Among
the former, we are accused of making fos muck of baptism, and the
latter, of denying the influences of the spirit. ‘To both of these we
plead not guilty.,  In this letter X shall notice the subject of baptism.
Between us there is no dispute as to the action expressed by that word.
Asto the subject, there is a greater difference, I presume, in our con-
duct, than in our profession ; for we recdily declare, and most sincerely
believe, that no person is a fit subject for that ordinance, but a believer
inthe Lord Jesus Christ.

And when I cometo reflect on the design of baptism, I do not know
whether there is any difference ! If you, my dear Sir, are to be taken
at your word, (and I know not the man that dare dispute it) there is no
difference here ! Many of our Baptist friends in Nova Scotia and New
Brfinswick would be astonished at this last remark, concerning one of
their most popular clergymen.  Perhaps they would have been more
astoniched had they heard you, Sir, in the presence of Mr. Crawley
and other Baptist ministers, make the following remark, at a protrac-
ted mecting held the last month in this City :—~* We know nothing
about unessentials in our religion ; *Repent and be baptised every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.’™  You must be as heretical
asourselves as to the design of baptism, for we never said more than
this; and itis well known to you and many others, that there are
leading men in the Baptist Church in this City, who say as much about
“ baptism for remission of sins” as we have gver done. Why thendo
the Baptist Churches esteem these as their very dear brethren, and us
as heretics 7 Is that which is innocent and praiseworthy in them crimi-
nalin us' You and they may say that it is from other considerations
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that they lack christian charity for us.  The other causes shall be no-
ticed in due time ; but I desire to know of you a few things relative to
tho practice of the baptists. If you are orthodox in their estimation, and
I know that no man living is generally more beloved by his people than
you are in Saint John, how is it that you exhort sinners to * de dap-
tised for the remission of their sins,” and then spend several hours of an
cvening hearing what is called * an experience” from the candidate,
as aa evidence that their sins are forgiven, before they are baptised !!
First exhort sinners to be baptised, that they may obtain pardon and the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and then say, as you, my dear Sir, once did
in our chapel—* Who can forbid water, that this person should nat
be baptised who Aas received the Huly Ghost, as well as we.”

Now, Sir, I amnotdesirous of widening the breach existing between
us and the baptists; but, on the contrary, I should rejoice to see con-
summated, a wish expressed to me by yourself, that * all who hold
believers baptised in this City might be united.”

My space in this number is quite limited, I therefore am unable to
write more at this.time ; but in our next, the Lord willing, I shall no-
tice some other tlings connected with the baptists, which I do not
think are in accordance with ¢ke book. The opinion I have formed of
you, my dear Sir, is so high—that I expect you will hear patiently all
that I have to say on these subjects.

Yours, in hope of immortality,
W. W. EATON.
————

MEETING HOUSES.

Brother Howard desjres that we should expose the iniguitous course
pursued by many in Nova Scotia, with reference to their Meeting
Houses. Sectarianism exhibits its deformity at every opportunity.
But with ali deference to Brother Howard, on account of his age, ex-
perience, and superior wisdom, we would suggest the propriety of pay-
ing less attention to such unrighteous conduct, for the present. Per-
haps in the end it would be better for the cause of truth to allow your-
selves to be deprived of your rights, than to appeal to Ciesar fora
redress of grievances.  Brother Howard has been under the necessity
of preaching in the Queen’s highway, in small school houses and pri-
vate dwellings, when many of his Learers had paid their money to erect
« free” Meeting Houses, which were locked up by a small majority,
and unoccupied part of the time. And this, too, by men who were
accusing him of a denial of the spirit, A dénial of the spirit!! What
a miserable subterfuge. The map, perhaps, who circulates such slan-
ders, does not know the meaning of the word spirit; and if he does,
he never heard Brother Howard deliver a sentence onthe subject! Such
men wouldsay he stole a horse, if they thought their deluded votaries
would beligve it. ‘The first question, with many such men is, ¢ Don't
you knpw something against his moral character.?” If they can blast
the reputation of the man who is spending hjs time ‘and strength per
suading sinners to turn to God, so that they can get them into their
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folds, all is well. I am fully satisfied that many of those opposed to
the principles we advocate will say or do any thing the laws of the land
will permit them, to add to their numbers, and to prejudice their fol-
lowers and others.

Bat to the Meecting Houses. Brother Howard informs us that there
are houses in Rawdon, Falmouth, Upper Cornwallis, Nictaux, and
Bridgetown, which were built by subscription. The paper ciculated
stated that the house should be free for all preachers of good charae-
ter, when not occupied by others. The house is built—a majority
take the key, and lock the house against & minority who have as much
right to it as they have. Yes, I have preached, myself, in a brother’s
dwelling house, and the Baptist Meeting House shut up on the oppo-
site side of the road—a house too, built on the land belonging to the
brother in whose house I held meeting.

Brother Howard has given a particular account of these transactions,
«ith the names of several highly respectable men appended to it, which
will yet be made public if he and the brethren in Cornwallis deem it
Recessary.

One good reason we would urge why the brethren had better be de-
frauded of their property rather than seek redress is, that none of these
houses are fit for a congregation of primitive disciples. Boxes called
pews may be suited for theatres and play-houses, but they are not fit
for those who meet to remember that Jesus died and rose again for their
salvation, and to unite as one family inthe worship of God and the Lamb.

The disciples ought to sit together in the house of God; but itis
impossible to prevent a distinction being kept up in a worshiping as-
sembly, in a house where persons are- * stalled up” like refractory
horses in & stable. The rich must have the uppermost sests, dnd
the poor pious disciple must sit behind the door! X
. The disciples, in order to attend to the order of the house of God
as they should, ought to have a chapel in which to meet steadily every
lLord’s day.  This they cannot expect in any of those meeting houses
‘in which they own but a small part. Ep1Tor.

—
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HEAVEN.
« Tt hath not entered into the heart of man."—8t. PaoL.
Who can paint the perfect vision The word of life from heaven descending,

OF that man who loves the Lord,

en the last great day’s decision
Shall assign his bright reward?
h! what heart, with rapture glowing,
Can de<ribe that blest abogde!
There the stream of bliss o™ rfl weing,
Cneers the citv of om God?

sgels! can your anthems, rising
While yuu strike your harps of gold,
“'x" 1 siradis ot JOy sarpismg,

What by muan was never told!

Saiut John, N. B. Novcwber, 1839.

Has not told what glories shine
Where thoge forms of brightness bending,
Stnke anew their harps divine !

T cannot know till life is ended

1What those scones and glories are,
When toheaven, with Joy ascehded,

I have learned these glories there.
Death alone the scene yevealing,

Tells the raptures of the blest!
O’er my heart the impulse stealing,

Hushes all my woes to rest!

—F—
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03 We eught to have apologised to oar readers fur accupying so mnrh of the lagt
number with a part of one discourse, butwe badnot room — We eould not, howevey,
weil divide Brotier Raines’ discourse, wathoat perhaps mjuring nts effeet  Theye
were also seine remarks relatise to the * carnal mind,” of wf;ich we did not altogether
approve—as 1t savored some of the popular notion entertained of the 7th chapier of
Romans—a chapter whuch we fear many are perverting to their eternal undoing —
But the discourse, as a whole, we heartily recommend tu our numerous readers

If our readers desire that we should write mure ourscf they must cach get another
enbscniber, and then we shall be able to devote more of our time to writing —Wa
attend eight meetings cvery week ; besides the carcs of a family—visiting the sick,
waiting on our nainerous fricuds, &c. wlich duties engross aearly all of our time*

Since our last nouce of the State of the Church in this City, there have been three-
added—~two bapused at the “same hour of the night.”
————

So%E Goop 18 Avncomor.—A man was brought to this City a short fime sinee, witl
Ius feet *frozen ashard as bricks!” They were immersed in spirits uptil the frost
was all removed. Ile s likely to recover without his feet being sore! -

PROSPECTUS FOR A HYNMN BOOE.

HEN we were in Nova-Scoua, several of the brathren expressed a desire that
we might have a collecuon of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritnal Songs, suited fo”
the doctrine and practice of the New T'estament. '
Mr. Avery will print one for us, in a neat style, on good papar, with new type—
handsomely bound—coutaining 230 pages—and afford it for betwveen one and twp
shiliings  We purpose using the bock printed by our brethren in the “ West,” wia
such additions and subtractions as the brethren may suggest  All who desire tobivs
such a work wiit give their names to Brethren Howard, Doyle, and Garraty, orts
the elders of the congreg.tions, as is most consenient ; who will Jet us know<how
many will be needed as soon as possible. ‘
We have no desite to make mouey on any job of this kind. If the brethren will
become responsible o the publisher I%rr the work, they shall have our time of arfang:
ing and collecting Hymus, and correcting the press, gratis ’

St. John, February 1, 1840.

N

O CLERGYMEN, TEACHERS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS, avp BIBLE
CLASSES, STUDENTS, axp HEADS OF I'AMILIES —The Publisherof
the BapTist Apvocate respectfuily mnforms the christan public that he has madt
arrangements for publishing, every week, in the above paper, (to commence withth
first number i January, 1240, ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE BIBLE, consistirg
of Views of the most remarkable places and objects mentioned in the Qld ond New
Testaments ; also, Views of the principal Missivuary Stations throughout the Werd,
cengraved by the first artists in the United States, afier original shetches taken on $2
spot, by Laborde, Fortin, Morier, Le Bruyn, Kcr Porter, McFarlane, and gthers—
‘The Advocate 1z published every Saiurday, at No 122, Nassau Street, New Yok
City. TFerms, $2.50 per annam, in a’vance. Persuas acting as Ageats, and Po:t
masters, are allowed fity cents cornmission for every subscniber they obtaln, apd flo%
whom we receive a year s subscription—they remitting two dollars for each sabset
ber, with the name and post office address.
The paper 13 established on a permancni basis—being sustaincd by an Associaties
with a Capital Stock of $10,000.
All letters must come freo of postage, or they will nipt be taken from the office~
Renuttances may be made at our riok, thtough tho Podtiasters, who are outhoristdt
enclose and remit payments for perioicals, free of expe#ey: N

ROBERTYSEARS, PopLwsmss.



