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_The following is & cory of theletter of instructions
Elven to Bro. zia.ughto - and referred to by Bro.
ean in his communication to the Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge of England, dated 20th of Nov.,,
1821, both of which were laid before the Convention
. on the 11th Feb , 1822, and unanimously approved.

Barh, Nov. 1821.

“ Bro. LAuaHTON.—1 have received from Bro.
“ Cushman a copy of your letter, dated “.ondon, 22nd
* May, 1821, concerning the business relative . the
“ establishment of & Provincial Grand Lodge in this
* Province.

* I have prepared & _communication to Ldward
“ Harper, Iisq., Grand Secretary, upon the subject,
“ which accompanies this, in_which James Fitz-
“«ibbon, Bsq., of York, is nominated for the office of
“ Provincial Grand Master, and enclosed 2 copy of
* the old Grand Warrant, although, as it is in the
“ hands_of the Niagara party, I could not procure
“ one which contains the fitle of the R. W. Grand
“ Officers. In other respects I helieve it is correct.

“ Tt is the wish of the members of the convention
** that gou shounld act as our agent in procuring a
“ Grand Warrant, and as you are acquainted with
“ the object and view in calling the convention, and
“ with the general situntion of affairs between the
* Brethren of York and Ni nura,‘whatever informa-
* tion may he desired b e Grand Secretary or
“ other officers of the United Grand Lodge, we
“ wish you to give them.

“In your letter to Bro. Cushman, Xou did not
“ inform him whether our petition had ever been
* Jaid before the M. W. Grand Master, or the Grand
“ Lodge. - .

“ This we consider a material point to ascertain,
“ and oy that purpose we wish you to gpareno pains
“to gbtain an intgrview with the Depity Graxd
“ Master, or if possible to gain admiission into the
“ Grand Lodge for the purpose of ascertaining the

“ precise proceedings in our case, if any, and it you. |

* {ind thet our communications have never been laid
“ hefore the, Grand Lodge, we wish you to use all
“ your interest to have it &'one, or to have the pre-
“ siding officers made acquainted with our several
“ communications and petitions, and particulaly my
4 Jast communication which accompanies this.

“ There is a mystery in the business which must be
** developed.. The amount of our Draft, remitted to
“ the Girand Secretary, for £30 stg. has been paid,
* and 'wo know not upon what principle our money
*“has been received. The Draft is now in my

'.
i
|
|
|
|

. " hands, with the several endorsements, which of
L« course shews the hands through which’ it has

* passed, but we wish to ascertain to what purpose
“our money was applied. I repeat there 1s a
“ mystery in the business that I cannot fathom, and
“ must entreat you to use every exertion to ascertain
“ the true state of the business, and I presume you
“ will be able to obtain an explanation that will
« prove satisfactory to all concerned.

“ We wish yon, immediately upon the receipt of
“ this or as soon as you can make it convenient, to
“call upon the Grand Secretary and ascertain
* whether my communication of this date is received,
“ and whether the copy of the Warrant enclosed is
* considered satisfactory, and if any obstacle appears
¢ me lose 1o time in informing me what it is.
“ have mentioned in 1y communication to the
“ Grand Secretary that we - considered you as our
“ authorized agent in this business.

** Should you not return soon after receiving this
* and gaining the necessary information, we wish
143 = 3 P i

you to inform us ol your progress; but I am
“sanguine in the idea thatif” you return in the
“ spring, you will be the bearer of « new warrant.

“ Tn short, we wish you to do what you can for
“ us in this business, and in doing so, you must be
“onided by your own judgment, as being on the
* spot you will know better \\,?rhz}t steps to take then
“ wve can direct, as our information npon the subject
“ is very imperfect, and in acting for us you wi
* consider yourseff the authorized agent of the
“ convention, and vhatever expenses you may incur
“ in transacting the business shall be paid you: on
“ your return. Feeling a confidence in your_ best
“ exertions in our cause, I remain your Ilriend and

“ brother, .
JOHN DEAN,
Sce, of ‘Convention.
The Grand Convention met for the fifth and last
time on the 11th Feby, 1822. Present—

g. Msl})hi_lhp, President.

am Shaw, . X
John Butterworth, } Vice-Presidents.
John Dean, Secrelary
Robert \Valker, Treasurer.

together with Representatives from the following

* (Signed,)

15 LOdge.s: . ' .
Brockville, No. 3......Brockville.
St, Johw’s, “ 6......Kingston.
Addington, * 13......Bath.

St. John's, “ 16...... York.
¢ 17...... Believille,
“ 19......Haldimand
Ridean, “ 25. ....Rideau.
Union “ 25 .....Richmaond.
McKay, <eree. Woliord.
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Jarvis, No. 26...... Augusta. fact that they had ever constituted a single Lodge
NorthStar ... Hm%llilton. in Canada  No doubt Bro. Jervis greatly exceeded
Union, ... Ancaster, (late Dundas.) | his power in conferring even one warrant; but the
United, = .. Murray. brethren' who received these warrants in ignorance
Prince lidward,  ...... Hallowell. of* his power, and _in good faith, were not to be
True Briton, ... Perth blaned for this, and mereover the laws regulating

A good deal of business was transacted at this
session, but chiefly concerning the internal govern-
ment of the crait, and regulations for the guidance
of the Lodges, &c.

The following relates to the
vention in regard to the Grand Lodge of England.

* The Secretary communicated inforination
* received from Bro, T. Laughton, acﬁ.n{% as agent
“ of the convention in laying our case before the
* United Grand Lodge of England. Also communi-
“ cated the contenis of his letter to the Grand
“ Secretary of the United Grand Lodge of England,
“in reply to the information from Bro. Laughton,
“ and nominating James Fitzgibbon, Esq,, of York,
*as DProvincial &ral}d Master, and of documents
“ accompanying, which were unanimously approved
* and the thanks of the convention voi>d him for his
* exertions in their behalf.

Resolved—" That a committee be appointed to
“stand until our next communication, to the
*members of which the secretary shall com-
“ ppunicate all news he may receive of our
“ application to the United Grand Leodge of England
“ and that such committee be ordered to report at
“ our text meeting of the result of their corres-
“ pondence and consultations. The object of
“ appointing such committee¢ being to concert such
“ measures, hereafter to be adopted, as may be
“deemed proper, upon further learning the
“intentions of the United Grand Lodge of England.”

So ended the Grand Ulonvention, an association
which during the five and half years of'its existence
did & vast deal ol good and raised the Lodges
which owned its rule trom anarchy toa fair state of
order and discipline. Nor were these Lodges Ly
any means few, the total number represented being
24, and the average repregeniation at each meeting
14. The patience with which the brethren
persevered year after year in the desire to have
their claims recognized by the Grand Lodge of
England, hoping, as they did, almost against hope,
is worthy of all praise. The several petitions to the
Grand Master, and the commnunications of Brothers
Ferguson and Dean, the successive Secretaries of
the Convention well deserve preservation, but
what can we say of the position taken by the
Masonic authorities in England, to whom “these
documents were addressed, Eurmg these five and o
half years ? They never vouchsafed even an ac-
knowledgment of the receipt of the important
documents sent to them time after time, and how
much longer this would have lasted we cannot tell,
for it was only when advantage was teken of the
visit of Bro. Laughton to England, who made
personal enquiry on the spot, that it was discovered
that because these Lodges did not happen to be
registered on the books of the Gran %}odge of
Lngland,they were 1ot considered worthy of notice ;

osition of the con-

but the fault that this was so did not lie with the!"

Canadian Lodges ; it rested.such as it was, on the
late Prov. Grand Master Jervis and his advisers,
who never communicated to their superiors, the
. Grand Master and Grand Lodge of F}:ﬁgland, the

the government of Masonic Lodges were not at that
time so well understood, even in England, as they
now are; aud in such a place as Canada then was,
they were still less known. We are almost tempied
to say, why did the Lodges in this couniry not
declare themselves indeperdent, and erect a Grand
Lodge as they had every 1ight to do ? but perhaps
it was much better they did not do so. Canada was
not then ripe for that movement, and it i: very
questionable whether the Lodges would have then
united under any independent head or government
in this Province; the feud still ran high between
those that acknowledged the Convention, and those
that adhered to the Niagara Lodge, which still con-
tinued in active opet..uon.

As regards which of the two were right, we cer-
tainly give the preference to the Convention, which
although it exercised most of the powars of & Gran
Lodge, did so only temporarily, and as it were,
wunder constraint, repeatedly declaring in a most
solemn manner that this was done only_for the
purpose of’ keeﬁ)ing some sort of order and discipline
among the Lodges, and until the Grand Lodge of
England resumed the government of the Canadian
Craft by appointing a Prov. Grand Master for the
Province. ~ While the Niagara section, whatever
shadow of right it might have had during the life-
time of Bro. ffervls, (and this could not have been
much, as the power was exercised without the
consent and even aguinst the will of the Prov. G.
Master,) even this shadow departed at his decease:in
1817. Againit must be remembered that the Conven-
tion was not called together until after his death,
when it was well knovrn that whatever power his
patent might have conveyed lapsed, and became the
same as if it had never been, so that during the
whole time of its existence there was, as is_tersely
stated in the preamble to the minutes of the first
meeting, no * Grand Lodge existing in the Province,
“nor any Board or Order vested with authority to
“ perform the important functions legltimatelg per-
“ taining to the office of Grand Master or Grand
“ Secretary, and consequently no head to make or
“ receive communications in the name or behalf of
“ the Craft.”

In the carly part of July, 1822, R. W. Bro. Simon
McGillivray arrived in Canada, having been ap-
goiuted Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada

His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, (¥rand
aster of the United Fraternity of Ancient, Free
and Accepted Masons of England.

His first Masonic act was to address the following
letter to John Dean, Secretary to the Convention.

* MONTREAL, 20th July, 1822,

“ Nir,—I have now before me your letter of the
“90th of Nov. last, addressed to Edward Harper,
“Tisq., Grand Secretary of the United Grand Lodge
of Ancient, Free and Accepied Masons of England,
“ and signed by you as Secretary of a Convention of
“ Tree and Accepted Masons of Upper Canada.

“ I have also before me a copy of the proceedings
“ of the said Convention on the 8th February, 1819,
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*and of their petition to His Royal Highness the
* Duke of Sussex, the M. W. Grand Master, and in
“ reference to these several documents I have now
“ to communicate to (gou the decision of the Grand
* Master, and of the Grand Lodge of England, upon
' the subject of your application to them.

“It has been an extremely unfortunate circum-
“ stance to the state of masonry in your Province that
“ the late Prov. Grand Master Bro. Jervis, neglected
* to communicate to Grand Lodge, from which he
“ had_received his patent, any report of the pro-
* ceedings which he had adopted, or the Lodges
“which he constituted wnder his authonty.
* Therefore that Grand Lodge up to the period of
“ the Union, to which you refer, and in which
* that Grand Lodge was, as you suppose it to have
‘* heen, comprehended, and since that period the
“ United Grand Lodge has remained ignorant o
‘“ the existence of the.e Lodges, or the authority
“ under which they acted, except in so far as the
‘“ same has been stated in the recent apfhcatnon for
“ constituting _a Provincial Grand Lodge, and
“appointing a Provincial Grand Master.”

. “TUnder these circurastances, the Most Worship-
* Grand Master being desirous of acceding to the
“ wishes of the Brethren of Upper Canada, so far
* as uwe same could be complied with consistently
* wit? the constitution of Grand Lodge, has yet felt
** cons.derable difficulty in the_mode of })rocecding
*“ to accomplish this object. His Royal Highness
“had no disposition to question or to douht the
‘‘respectability or the fitness of the individuals
* successively recommended to be appointed to the
“office of Prov. Grand Musler, but His Royal
“ Highness could not appoint to that office, a brother
* whose name did not appear as a member of the
* Fraternity in the Books of the Grand Lodge ; and
“ any Brother so anomtec}. by the Grand Master,
“ could not regularly exercise jurisdiction over the
“ Lodges in Upper Canada, until their Lodeges should
“fivst be constituted by or acknowledge the
* anthority of the Grand Lodge of England.”

“H.R.H. the Most Worshipful Grand Master
“ considering that these techmecal difficultics, as
“ well as those arising from want of information in
“regard to the state of Masonry n the Province,
“might be obviated through the means of my
“ present visit to this country, hrssmuch as having
‘“been ono of the Grand Wardens of England, at
“the time of the Union, and assuch holding a certain
“rank in the Grand ﬁodwe, and being personally
“knovn to the Grand I\Taster, and also from the
“ circumstance of my name and connection being
“Inown to the leading persons in the Government
** ard Society of the Province, it was supposed that
‘T might have more influence than a stranger or a
“ Xlgmnger Mason, in reconciling any dissension or
“ difference of opinion subsisting among the
“ Brethren of Upper Canads. H. R.H., induced by
“ these considerations, has been pleased to appoint
“me, the Prov. Grand Master, with power to
“ appoint a Deputy,.and to constitute a Prov. Grand
‘ Lodge, as well asto give the necessary sanction
“and authority to private Lodges, and especially T
“am instructed and charged to make particular
inquiry into the state of Masenry in the Province,
“and on 1wy seturn to England, to report the same,
‘: ﬁ wtell as my own proceedings to the M. W. G.
* Master.

“ Y am also by another patent, appointed Grand
 Superintendent of the Royal Arch Masonry in the
“ said Province of Upper Canade.-*And in order,
* amongst other duties, to & 'y every attention in my
“ power to that of Masom'lg, it is my intention to
“make a tour through the Province, and to commu-
“nicate personally with as many Lodges and
“ Chapters as I can conveniently meet before 1
“ summon them to meet me in Provincial Grand
“ Lodge.

“T have therefore to request that ¥lou will be
“ pleased to transmit to me a list of those Lodges
“ which you conceive to_have been represented in
“ the convention, and with which, as such you are
“ in communication, specifving the place of meeting
“and the namesof the Masters and Wardens of suc
“ Lodges, in order that I inay know the person to

£]“ whom I ought to apply.”

“1 purpose being in Kingston in about three
“ weeks, and I hope then to have the pleasure of
“ seeing you ; in. the meantime, if their are any of
“ your Lodges in Cornwall or Prescott, I could see
“ something of themon my way up. It is m
“ intention after conferring writh yom, to procee
“ to York, to Niagara, and probably to the Western
“ District.

I have the honor, &e.

*P.—1 further request that you will have the
geodness to promulgate the rnowledge of my
“ mission and my intended visit to those Lodges and
* Brethren, who_have been represented in your
* convention, and that yon wil i):_lrtlcularly com-
“ municate the same to Brother Fitzgibbon, with
“ my personal respects.”

The R. W. Bro. M:Gillivray, also addressed a
letter to Xdward McBride, Esq., of Niagara, the
greater part of which we extract.

MONTREAL, 20th July, 1822.
“81r,—I haye now before me two letters, bearin

“ date respectively on the 12th of Angust, 1818, a.vg
* the 14th April, 1820, signed by John Burch, Esq.
“as Provincial Grand Secretary of the Prov.
“ Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, and addressed to
“ the Grrand Secretary of the United Grand Lodge
* of Ancient Freemasons of England. I was about
“ to write 2 letter to Mr. Burch in reply to these
* communications, when having the good fortune
“ to meet Dr. Kerr, whose name I find quoted in
“ the first of the above mentioned letters as Prov.
* Grand Master, and iv the second_as Past Grand
“ Master, I am _informesd by him that the answer
“ which on the behalf 07 the M. W. G. Master and
“the United Grand Lodge of England, I am
“ anthorized togive on the subject of the said letters,
“ ought to be addressed to yon.”

He then deplores the fact of Bro. Jervis, having
neglected to report any of his proceedings &ec.,
much in the snme way as he does in his letters to
Bro. Dean, and proceeds :

“ These differences of opinion,” viz: between
those holding with the convention, and those
acknowledging the Niagara Brethren, “and the
“ dissensions to which they natural.; lead, are the
“ consequences of imperfect information, arismg
‘from the want of regular communication, an
“ they wflord 2 proof of the necessity which exists
“for every friend of Masonry, to unite in forgettin

3

“ Jocal distinctions and prejudices, and to vie wi
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* each other only in contending which shail inost
“ zealously maintain and implicitly obey the prin-
* ciples and d4he Luws of the order to which they
* belong.

“1have delivered to Dr. Kerr, a copy of the.
“ coustitution of the Grand Lodge ol England, to
“ which I refer you for information snd_by which
“you will lind that in the Most Worshipful
“ (rand Master alone is vested the right of
“ aﬁpomtmg Provincial Grand Masters. Therefore if
“ the Lodges of Upper Canada are, or are to be
“regularly constitutéd and are disposed te act
“under ihe authority of the Grand Lodge of
“ England, they in thesame manner as all the other.
* Dependencies of the British Empire, must receive,
“ andnot elect their Provincial Grand Master.

“In the present instance His R. H. the M. Wor.
“ Grand Master, although desirous to accede to the
“ yyishes of the Brethren of Upper Canads, has yet
* felt considerable difficulty in the mode of proceed-
“ ing-to open a regular communication with them.
“ T'he oxistence of Lodges as regularly constituted,
" their knowledge of the laws of the Grand Lod e,
* and their disIgosihon to obey them, were ahke
“uunknown to H. R. Highness. The Grand Master
“ could not eppoint to the office of Prov. Grand
* Master any Brother whose name did not appeay
* ag & member of the fraternity on the boois of the
* Grand Lodge, and from +*he negleet wlich has
“ occurred in reporting the Lodges as constituted
“ and the masons made in Upper Canada, T fear
“théy are allin that predicament. Where dissen-
“ sions were nown to exist there was a danger that
* they might be perpetuated by the appointment of
“ any Brother belonging to, or identified with the
“ feelings of cither party, and where so 1mitch
* mischief had already arisen from the neglect of the
* late Prov. Grand Master in making regular reports
* of his proceedings, it was considered essential to
“ appoint a brother whose attention to the duties of
“ *he officc could be relied .on, and whose early
“ return to I'ngland would necessarily render hin
“ liable to be called on to account for his exercising
“ the anthority with which he should be invested.

“Such was the case of the individus! who now
“ sddresses you. I-have the honor to be personally
“ known to the Grand Master, and by the favor of!
* H. R. Highness, I have had t}}e honor to fill the
* offices onDepu r Master of his own Lodge, and of
« Jonior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of
“ England. His Royal Highness has now “heen
Iéleased to_appoint me Prov. Grand Master of

anada, with power to appoini a Deputy, and to

ey

[
[

“ constitute a regular Prov. Grand Lodge, as wellas
“to grant the necessary sanction and authority to’
“ grivate Lodges, until the same shall be confirmed !
. M? the Grand Lodge, to whom as well asto the
« M. W. Grand Master, I am especially instructed!
“ and charged to report wmy proceedings, as well a:!
“ my observations on the state of Masonrv in Upper !
* Canada.”

R. W. Bro. McGillivray concluded his letter, as he'
does that to Bro. Dean, by informing Bro. McBride
that he has also been appomted Grand Superinten-
dent of Royal Arck Masonry in the Province, and
requesting him to male known his mission to the
Lodges, &c.

It does not appear whether Bro. McBride made
any reply to thisletter, but that to Bro. Dean is thus

—

referred to in the report of the Prov. Girand Master
{o the Grand Master in Englend.  * My lutier to the
“ Seeretary of the convention, Bro. Dean, produced
“ a very satisfactory answer.”

Trom it importance we hero subjoin this lettor,
Bari, 30th July, 1822,

“R. Wor, 81r,—I have received yours of the 20th
* inst., relative to Masoric affairs, and with pleasure
“ observed that the attention of H. R. Highness, the
* Dulce of Sussex, M. W. Grand Master of Masons in
* Xngland, has been turned towards the situation ol
* Masonry'in this Province, as for a great length ot
“ time the necessity of such a measure as has been
‘“ adopted has been experienced throughout the
“ Province. Not being conversant with the con-
“ gtitution of the United Grand Lodge we were
* unacquainted with the precise manner of applying
* for a patent, or of the powers that could constitu-
“tionally be granted in the .rganization of & Prov.
“ Grand Lodge. Much embarrassment has been
“ experienced by the convention in consequence of
“ receiving no answers to our several communica-
“ tions, and some o1._account of the difficulty, we
“ experienced in selecting a person whom - we
“ conceived fo be properly qualified to fil the
“ important office of P. G¢. M. We were aware that
“ the person standing at the head of the {raternity of
* the Provinee ought to be & person of high rank in
“ society and of unimpeachable roral character, and
“ in Bro. Fitzgibbon it was thought a person was
* found of the requisite standing and character, and
“ who we felt confident would_fill the office with
* honor and dignity. The subject was, aiter con-
“ sultation, proposed to him, he frankly consanted to
“ stand as a candidate, and the nomination was
“ unanimously confirmed at our last meeting of the
“ convention. We were not aware of the necessity
“of his name appearing on the registry of the
“ United Grand l.odge, These remarks may be
“ deemed superflnouns, butI merely make them for
“ the purpose of shewing that ifeny irregularity has
“appeared in owr proceedings it has arisen from
‘: %u'.lgnorancv of the constitution adopted at the
“ Union. .

“ ¥From the low ebb al which many of the Lodges
* were, in point of system and regularity of working,
“it was deemed necessary and proper, from the
“ situgtion of the craft. to discourage attempts to
“ work in subordinate Lodges upon the higher
“ degrees, and as o _measure best adapted to our
- situation, a Grand Royal Arch Chapter was formed,
“amd the Lodges forming the convention have
“ confmed themselves to the three first degrees.

“ This was deemed the more necessarly, as system,
“ order and regulmity are the beauty of any degree
want of

“in I'ree Masonl}?', and in the higher an
* method and uniformity would entirely destroy the
“ solemnity and high import of the Degree.. Great
“ pains have been taken to establish a regular and.
“gystematic mode of work in our chapter, and I
‘: }:ope upon inspection it will meet your approba-
“ Hom.,

“ As far as 1 have communicated the contents of
“ your letter, your appointment to the important
* office of Prov.Grand Master is hailed as an impor-
“ taut era in the Masonic aflairs of this Province, an

“ I am confident a general disposition will bei_e'lt on
¢ the part of the Lodges forming the Convention to
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. concur in measures of reconciliation, where dissen-
.. sion nas formerly prevailed. Tiis reconciliation

will be greatly facilitated by you. bem;l:; clothed
“with proper authority, aud*I sincerely hope and
“ trust that authority will be cxercised in so judi-
** cious a manner as to give general satisfaction,

“ Agreeably to your request, I have communi-

decided upon_appointing Bro. Dean_as provisional,
Prov. Grand Secretary and requested him to call the
Masters, Wardens, and 1 ast Masters of the various
Lodges to meet in Toronto, to forimr a Provincial
Grand Ledge.

We subjoin a copy of Bro. Dean’s circular letter,
addressed to the Lodges, at the request of the

** cated por mail, the Jmowledge of your appoint-|P. G. M

“ ment and extended tour, to every Lodge forming
“the Convention, and to_ the seven Chapters
“ composing the fRoyal Arch Chapter, and have
* communicated a copy of your letter to James
* Fitzgibbon, Esq. I also enclose, in_conformity
“ with your wish, a list of the Lodges of the
*, Convention with their officors names, as far as
“their last returns specify them, also of the chapters
* and officers and the proceedings of the G. Rev.l
“Avch Chapter and Convention_ at our last
* communjcation which I hope will prove satis-
“ factory. ~

"I fear you will find some of our Lodges ina
* disordered state, but when you become sequainted
** with our former state, I hope as a body you will
* find the exertions of the Convention have not
* heen unsuccessful.

“ Perhaps nupon consulting the Grand High Priest
* and President of the Convention, and the officers
“ of t} e Grand Royal Arch Chapter and Convention
* at Brockville, 1t may be thought advisable to cali
“ the Grand Cfmpter and Convention together.

“ Pardon me R. W. Sir, for the freedom I have
* taken in this communication, in thus familiarly
* obtruding my opinions, but when addressing a
* brother upon the subject of Masonry, I am such an
* enthusiast in the cause that I forget all distinctions
* of rank and fortune ; and without derogating in
“the least from_ the respect due fo you, not only
“ from your rank and station in society, bui the
* high Masonic trust reposed in you, allow me to
“’plead the general principles of our order in
“extenuation. o

“1f, upon your arrival at Kingston, I can be of
*“ any service in forywarding your views, I shall be
“ happy to be allowed to wait upon you. The
“Members_of the Addington Lodge ivould be
“ greatly obliged in having a few days notice of
“ your intended visit, should youmaoke it convenient
* to callupon ws. I have the hcroy, &,

(Signed,)  JOHN DEAN,

Sec. of Convenlie.

SiatoN McGILLIVRAY, EsQ.

R. W. Bro. McGillivray had intended to visit as
many of the Lodger as he could in his_tour throngh
the province belore calling a Provincial Grand
Lodge, but was dma}:pom&d in his travelling
arrangements, and so far as the Eastern part of
Upper Canada was concerned he was obliged %o
content himself with an interview with the brethren
of Cornwall, and on his arrival at Brockyille he
fortunately met with Bro.Z. M. Phillips, president
of the convention, Rev. Bro. Smart, and sever;
other prominent brethren; he even missed seein
Bro. Dean, in Kingston, from the above mentione
cause, at which he was much disappointed. He
remained a few days at Niagars, and had an
%Xportumty of conversing with some cfthe princi}ilal

asons in that vicinity. Having thus seen the

leaders of both parties and learned their opinions, he

al | “ evanted for that purpose by the Most Wor.

BaTH, 7th Sept., 1822,

“To the Masters, Wardens, and Brethren of
“ Lodge, No.—- In a circular dated 25th Jul last,
“ I communicatea to you (as Secretary of the Con-
« venticn%,/[ information of th¢ appointment of
“ Simon McGillivray, l_i‘sqis to _the office of Prov.
“ Grand Master for this Province, and the proba-
“ bility of his summoning & Prov. Grand Lodge, and
“ also of his intention of personally communuicating
“with as many Lodges, as he cotld conveniently
“ visit, which intention irom unavoidable circum-
“ gtances has been i1l some measure frustrated:

“ Since that time the tR. W. Prov. Grand Mast-~
“ has been pleased, for the pnrpose of sammorin, a
“ meeting of the Lodges in the Prov. Grand Lodge,
“ {0 appoint me to the office of Provincial Grand
“ Secretary, and in conformit; to his orders I shall
“ endeavour in as concise 8 mynuer as possible, to
“ojve you such information as is necessary fo
« justrate the views of the Most Worshipful Grand
« Master of the United Grand Lodge, and of our
“ R. W. Prov. Grand Master.

“ It may be necessary in the first place to state that
“ our late Prov. Grand Master neglected to commu-
“ nicale to the Grand Lodge from which he derived
“ his anthority, any report ol his proceedugﬁis, and
“ from this unfortunate circumstan. much difficulty
“ has arisen, he Grand Lodge remaining ignorant
“of evenk,the existence of our Lodges, until our
« gpplication to them. In conse~uence of which the
« MW, G. Master has felt consilerable difficulty in
« the mode of proceeding to accomplish the object of
“ our application, as he could not appoint to_ the
“office of Prov. Grand Master, a Brother whose
“ name did not appear on the registry of the United
“ Grand Lodge, neither could a Brother so appoinicd
“ by the Grand Master reguilarly exercise juris-
« diction over the Lodges, until they should
“first be constituted by or acknowledge the
« guthority and constitution of the Grand Lodge
“ of Englond. The Most Worshipful Grand Master
“ being desirous to accede to our wishes, .and
« conceiving that all difficulties _xm%ht be obviated
“by the above appointment, was pleased to make
“jf, and to give our M. Wor. Grand Master
« instructions applicable to our case, and directions
“ to report, his proceedings on his return to England.

“The object of the Right Wor. Grand Master in
“ calling a Prov. Grand “Lodge, being the regular
« ygorganization of the cralt in the Province, (which
« cannot at the present be strictly considered
“yegularly constituted), under the authority of the
« (nited Grond Lodge of Eugland, and by ateni
Tan
« Master, and as no Lodge can hereafter haye 2
< constitutional power *- work wunless obiained
« throngh him, it becomes necessary to state the
« preliminary steps necessary for obtaining such
« constitutional power. ] . .

“ Previous to your reﬁesentatwes being received
¢ jn the Prov. rand' dge, a new Dispensation
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“will be necessary, in order to obtain which, a
N Eehton, (a blank form of which you herewith
v avc%, signed by as many of your members as
“possible, and by seven at least, must be
* presented, accompanied by,—

“1L A copi of the Warrant or Dispensation under
* which the Lodge has heretofore acted.

“2, A list of the present actual subscribing
members.

“3. A copy of your By-laws and Regulations.

“4. A payment of 11s. 81 currency for cach
‘* member as the registering fee to the Grand Lodge
* and a further payment of 7s 3d currency each, for
* such members as may wish to obtain a Grand
* Lodge certificate.

*“ The Master or Representative of' each Lodge
“must alsc bring up and exhibit the original
* Warrant or Dispensation under which it has acted.
“ And upon complying with these regulations, the
“R. Wor. Prov. Grand Master, will either grant a
‘ sanction for the same or a new Dispensation, as
« the case may require, upon receiving which, and
* not before, the Master, Wardens and Past Masters
“ of the Locive will be qualified to be admitted and
“ {0 vote in the Grand odge.

“The following extract from the instructions
*“ conveyed to the R. Wor. Grand Master, through
“ the Grand Secretary of the United Grand Lo.lge,
* wili no doubt prove satisfactory, as in it privileges
* prayed for in the last communication from
“ I("}onvention are’obtained.

“ ¢ In resvect to the Lodges at present existing in
“ ¢ Canada, and which it is presumed have been
“ ¢ constituted by the late Brother Jervis, the Grand
“ ¢ Master proposes that those Lodges should receive
“ ¢ Warrants of’ Constitution from him, and that all
“ ¢ the present mermbers should be regis‘ered in the
“* Books of Grand Lodge. 1n this cace the Grand
“ ¢ Master will propose to Grand Lodge that the
“¢geveral warrants of Constitution for the
- ¢ oxisling Lodges should be granted to them
* ¢ yithout the payment of the accustomed fee of
“ ¢ of five guineas, but the fee upon the registering
“*the Brethren, 10s 6d sterling, each, cannot be
“ ¢ dispensed with ; also as follows:—In regard to
“ ¢ 95 gterling, per annum, from each subscribing
“ ¢ member towards the general fund of henevolence,
“ ¢ 1 beg tostate fox the Information of the Brethren,
* ¢ that the Grand Lodge, feeling that the Lodges in
“ < the Colonies, could not partake equally with others
“ ¢ of its advantages, have resolved that the Lodges
“*should no longer be required to contribute
“ ¢ towards it, but their members being registered,
¢ ¢should be entitled like all others to claim
“ ¢ assistance from it

“ From the above exiracts you will perceive that
“ the Brethren of this Province are highly favored
“ and thatin compliance of our wishes, 2 considerable
« part of the usual fees are remitted in the establish-
“ ment of a Prov. Grand Lodge here. Five Guineas
“being constitutionally required for each new
“ yarrant, 10s sterling, annually from each member
“joining or initiated in another Lodge. But from
“‘the Brethren in this Province, the usual rcfrlslermg
“ fec is all that is required by the United Gran
“ Lodge. From the above it is evident that the
“ most direct _constitutional means have been used
“ by the M. W. Grand Master, to comply with our

‘ wishes, and that the United Grand Lodge, are
* disposed to place us on the most liberal footing, by
“extending to us, the benefits and priviloge ot
“madonic and fraternal communication, unen-

4% cnmbered with exactions, and with no intention of

“drawing revenue irom the connection. The
“ above lacts are stated agreeable to the orders of°
“the R. W. Grand Master, given me for that
“ purpose, and whose own words are principally
“used in the fullilment of his instructions. The
“ following are extracts from the constitution of the
« United Grand Lodge. :

“‘ The Appointment of this officer, (Prov. Grand
“* Master), for countes and for large an(if)opulous
“ * districts, ig o nrerogative of the Grand Master, by
whom or in his abscence, by his Deputy, a patent
may be granted during pllgasnre, to such Brother
of eminence and ability in the craft, as may be
“‘thought worthy of the appointment. By this
* ‘ patent, he is vested with rank and power m his
“ ¢ particulor district, similar to those possessed by
“‘the Grand Master himself. e shall be
“ ‘ regularly insialled at the first Prov. Grand Lodge
“‘aft  his appointment’

“‘H. is empowered to a‘p)i())int.a Deputy and
“‘ other Grand Officers for his Province, who must
“*be resident and subscribing members of some
“* Lodge within the District.

“‘Tae Prov. Grand Lodge has the power of
“ ¢ framing By-Laws for its own Goveérnment, and
“*of making regulations for the guidance of the
“‘private Lodges of the Province, provided thit
*“‘ none ol these are contrary to or inconsistent with
¢ ¢ the United Grand Lodge of England.’

“ Having thus executed the orders received from
“the R. W. Grand Master and in a brief manner
* undeavored togive such inlorination asis necessary.
“It only remaine to call your attention to the
“ followmg summeas, and I feel a pleasure_in
*“ anticipating a prompt ¢o>mpliance with its require-
“ments. which I am confident will be the case
“+when 1 reflect npon my personal knowledge of
* the zeal which yon huve heretofore manitested in
““ the cause,and the fair prospect of our mostsanfouine
“ hores being speedily realized and that your Lodge
“ will be respectably represented.”

I remain, youss {raternally,

JOHN DEAN,
Prov, Grand Secrelary.

{3
“ ¢
({3}

Bari, Sept. 7, 1822,

The following is the summons addressed to the
Lodges:—
To the Wor. Master, Wurdens and Brethren o)° Lodge No.

“ In conformity to the orders of the R. Wor. Prov.
“ Grand Master, you arc hereby suramoned to
“ cause your Loége to be represented in the Prov.
“ Grand Lodge, to be held at York, on Ifriday, the
“ 20th instant, Itisdesirable that the representation
“ should consist of the Worshiptul Master, Wardens
“and Past Masters of your Lodge, with your
“ Warrant and your respeclive Jewels.”

Yours fraternally,

JOHN DEAN,
Prov. Grand Secretary.
Barn, Sept. 7th, 1822, :
(To de continued.)
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' NAH-HAMI'—AN IDYL OF JUDA:

YOR TUR CRAPTAUAN,

VY THE RRY. R. STEWART PATTRRSON.

Boox III.—Prace axo Fawng.

Now spent with twar and teavied with its scones,
Though they wero gilded by the maddening drops,
By Victory poured from out her rubied cup,

Israel's bravo sons their donted swords excbanged
For peaccful ploughs-for pruning hooks their spears.

Then the broad land for fourscore ycars had rest
From Uentile foes, and Judah dwelt in peecs |
Her borders bleased for many cloudless years;

Her valloys rich at happy harvest timo

With waviog crops of golden bearded grain

Her garners filled with plenty, whilo tho vats
WVih luscious grape-blood and smooth oil o'erfowed.
But e°d change came, with hungor, want and woo;
The hopes of man—tho staff of bread is snapped,
The flcld is desolate—all the Land is sad,

For urcary Famine spread her ragged cloak

And hugged fair Nature to ber wrinkled breast,
Who loathed the grasp, and struggled to burst forth
And vail from Eatth, with soft cmbroidered robe
Of verdant grasses, or of starry flowers;

But tho gaunt Beldame coiled her snake-like arms,
And held the captive in o foul emvrace,

Until, o'ercome, the unequal combat ceased,

And Nature fuinted as the great red sunm,

From the mid occan of a copp'ry sky,

Smoto with a lurid heat tho reeling world,

Whoso parching cheeks gaped in & myriad chinks,
Each chink a mouth, to every mouth ten throats,
Aund cvery throat as drunkard craves fc. wine,

A drop of dow in to ueless speech implored
From the unpitying and tearless air.

There lay the seed berotted in the clod,

And round the threshing floor no sound is heard
Of merry laughter or of pattering giain ;

For corn has withered, and the cummin failed,
The vine dries up, the fig trec languisheth,

And joy hus parted from the sons of men.

Now fall the birds all songless from the air,

With ruffled wings, and plumage lustreless;

\Vhile the lambs bleut, the cattle are perplexed,
Because no pasture for their lives avo found;

And the ribbed kino low forth their sad appeal,
With glacco half buman in their piteous cyes,
*Mid the void channols of the dried up rills,

‘They hopeless stand in thirst-racked misery,

For Mother Earth denies her veins to ope,

And quench their cravings with her crystat blood.

Sad sit tho clders on the ground and wecp,
Thoey gird- their loins with sackcloth and keep still,
They scatter ashes o'er their tangled hair,

Their souls within them sicken and grow faint;
Virging and matrons droop their lily heads,

Their tears fall fast, and bitter is their grief,
Because the children cry aloud for br:ad,

And little voices whisper in their ears

In tones moro redolent of Death than Life—

So thin—so spiritual—~the quivering sound—

And question why tho mules no longer pass

With tinkling bells and panniers filled with grain?
And why tue streets, like things of life berets,

3

Lio coffincd 'mid tho walls of joyless homes?

And why their Fathers with a rough caress

No longer throw them cidwing in the air,

And catch them falling in their loving arms?

And why the tears gleam in their Mothers® oycs,
Where but tho Love-glanco onco was wont to beam ?

Thus, thus with thousand questions such as theso
They mwako the hearts of listeners bleed nfresh;
Though they poor infants oft in childish glee
Forget an instant all their little wocs,

And laugh, and clap their tiny little hands

To sco the men with dust upon their heads,

Clad i« strange garments, pass adown the streets;

Rut soon, alag, tho bricf-lived langh {s hushed,

The prattle dies in wailing, till at last

The palo cheeked mother, with a bursting heart,

8ces her fair darling passing from her arms

To miogle with the cherub Berds who tread

Tho star paved path which winds to Paradise.
Boox IV.—Brroienzx.

The prowling jackals through the silent streets,

Like spectres flitting ‘mong Beth-hayim's tombs,

Unchallenged pass when twilight's curtain falls,

For the fierce dogs no longer with deep lay,

As 'neath the moon thoy hold high carnival,

Startle the slumberers from Sleep’s soft arms,

But crouch uneasy by the cheerless hearths

Through the bleak watches of the heavy night,

Till darkness pales beforo the saffron dawn,

Whose red wings shake no dew drops on the earth,

As they were wont in balmy days gono by.

Thoe climbing sun soon gilds tho shadowy hills,

But no glad voices from tho homes, of men

Greet his approach with the sweet morning hymn;

The busy house-wife, with her cheery call,

No longer =rakes her maidens—-heavy eyed—

And feeds her houschold while as yet 'lis night,

Or turng the distaff with her willing hands.

Her moody Lord broods with a breast sank head,
Nor cares to rise and view his empty fields,

Nor yoke the oxen to a useless plough.

And village damsels hasting to the well,

No longer carol as thoy trip along

With pitchors balanced on their comely heads;
Alll all, in Bathlehem is sad and still,

As the mute city of the voiceless Dead;

By those tall yow trees near the pillared tomb,

When Jacob grieving laid his Rachel down,

E'en he pitched tent beyond Edarra's tower.,

BEAUTY AND VIRTUE.

BY JOUN CLARE.

When Beauty fills the lover’s oyes,
And lives like doubtful weather

Her bosom scems to sleep with fove—
They lie lile birds together.

Love finds them angels, ready made,
So beautiful and blooming ;

But time comes in, though half afraid,
And rudely calls them woman.

Time, like a robber, every year,
Takes all the fame he gives,

While Beauty only goes away,
And Virtue onlv lives.
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N

HAMILTON,

GRAND LODGE.

The decision of the Grand Lodge on the report of
the special Committee appointed upon that portion
of the address of the Most Worshipful the Grand
Master, referring to the consummation of the con-
federation of the British American Provinces, and to
the new relatdons in which the supreme Masonic
anthority of Canada was placed in relation to the
other Provinces, wi.l, we think, be generally con-
celed as the wisest that could under the cirenm-
stances have been amived at. It is quite certain that
any hasty action on the subject would have been
exceedingly imprudent, whether that action had
been in the direction of the immediate assumption
of control over all Masonically unoccupied territory
within the new Dominion, and the creation then of
a supreme Grand Lodge for the whole, or whether
it had been in the other dirvection of disintegration
by the creation of an independent Grand Lodge for
cach of the four Provinces. And although, judging
from the vote rendered in the Committee, there ran
be little doubt that many of the leading Freemasons
of our sister Province of Quebec would have
preferred the latter course, we believe that a little
sober reflection will convinee them that the step at
this time, whatever the future inay require, would
have been a hasty and unwise one.

Theu. are not a few very nice questions of Ma-
sonic latv involved in the consideration of the future
status of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and of Masonry
generally i {his Dominion. Whether the political
change which has taken place can be said to have
any influence on the position or territorial jurisdiction
o< the Grand Lodge of Canada,isa question which
cannot be decided without very careful considera-
tion. Thereis this peculiarity about the case that
we have no precedent on record which presents any
analogy to our present position. Each of the Pro-
vinees united had hefore a distinet government, and
was as such, independent territory It is not like
the case of a territory in the United States being
converted, under the constitutional machinery that
exists there, into a State; nor is it the case of 2 mere
territory, without any independent government
being attached to a regularly organised State or
Province. To illustrate what we mean : supposing
the Hudson’s Bay territory to have been acquired
by purchase or otherwise, and attached to the Pro.
vinee of Canada asit existed prior to the Union,
there can be no doubt that the jurisdiction of the

Grand Lodgeof Canada would in thatcase, snd bythe
mere Act ofunion have extended over that territory.
But that is not the case in the present instance.
The union is a union of regularly organised quast
independent governments, and they have been
united by an authority which exercises no control
over the Masonicinstitution. Besides this, the deci-
sion to be arrived at aftects not only the Provinces
now united, but others to be mnited to the Dominion
hereafter. If we decide to-day, and that decision
becomes recognised as Masonic law applicable to
such a case, we are forming a precedent for Prince
Edward Jsland and Newioundland in the east,and
British Columbia and Vancouver's Island in the
west. Itisthis peculiarity which renders the case
one of great difficulty, and in the decision of which
the greatest caution should be exercised..

Under these cirecnmstances we concur heartily in
the wisdom of the decision of the Committee “that
“ the present position, standing and name of this
“ Grand Lodge, be maintained ; trusting that the
“ love of union and the sincere desire to promote the
“ hest interests of Masonry, will induce the members
“of our {raternity, residing in other parts of the
“new Dominion, eventually to unite with us in
“gecuring a harmonious and superior Masonic
“ Government in Canada”” We concur in it, not
as an absolute and final settlement of the question,
but as the wisest settlement that could be arrived
at in the meantime, and in the hope that a'fair and
candid consideration of ine position by the best
minds among ourselves, aided by the advice and
sound judgment of the best authorities abroad,
whose opinions should by all means be sought, may
lead to a2 conclusion which will tend -to the
promotion of the best interests of the f{raternity,
and the defusion of its henign principles,
throughout British America. '

MARONIC EXCURSION.

An exceedingly pleasant Masonie reunion; under
the auspices of che Toronto brethren, took place at
Niagara Falls, on. Wednesday the 7th inst. The
brethrea from Toronto crossed over in the City of
Toronto® and were met on the dock at Niagara by
the Niagara Lodge, No. 2, W. M. Bro. Clements, and
several members of that lodge. At Suspension
Bridge they were received by St. Mark's lodge,
Drummondville. On both occasions suitable words
of welcome and reply thereto were made. A pro-
cession of the members being formed at the bridge,
as steady a march as was possible under a broiling
sun was made to the Clifton House. Here the capa-
cious grounds of Mr. Bush (formerly the Zimmerman
property) were thrown open by its proprietor to the
excursionists, many of whom pleasantly passed the
time under the cool shade of the trees, either quietly
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listening or dancing to the music of the 10th Royals
band, -/hich accompanied the party; many others
wardered about enjoying the beautiful scenery of
this charming locality. At six o'clock the irain left
the Clifton station on its return; a brief stay was
made at the bridge to take on those of the party whe
were waiting for it there; three-guarters of an hour
was sufficient to cover the distance from the bridge
to Niagara, where the steaxier was ready awaiting
the arrival of the train, There wagno time lost in
getting on board; the lines cast off; dancing was
vigorously pursued onthe aftei~deck, and soon after
half-past nine the “City” wrrived at Yonge street
wharf, Toronto. The most perfect order was main-
tained throughou, and every one was pleased with
the excursion and the good management on brard
the boat of Captain Milloy and his officers  ‘mong
those present we noticed M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson,
Grand Master ; R. W. Bro. James Seymounr, D. I. G.
M., Hamilton; R. W. Bro. Graham, D. D. G. M,
Eastern townships; R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, Grand
Secretary; Very Worshipful Br~, James Bain; and
Worshipiul Brothers Wm. fHamilton, jr., John Sedg-
worth, Houel, Somers, and anumber of otherleading
members.

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.
A conespondent in Brantford submits the follow-
ing questions, about which he says some difference
of opinion has arisen :(—

18t If the Tyler of & Lodge, who is &lew @ member of the same, is
cxempt from payiang dueg, and also receives a stated sum for every
night, he is actually present as Tyler, has he the privilege of voting
when the Lodge is Lalloting for candidates?

2nd. If a member of a Lodge is suspended for non-payment of
dues, is the Lodge of which ho was a member, bound toadmit him
asavisitor, upon his making a demand to that effect, during the
time he is so suspended ?

3rd. A member of a Lodge asks his demit, the Lodge grants it,
the reasous be had for asking it are removed, and befora the min-
utes are confirmed at next regular meeting, he expresses a desire
to continue his membership,—in such a case, is it nccessary to
ballot for his admission. Suppose the same casc as the latter, and
the minutes had been confirmed, does hie reyuire afresh ballot?

ANSWERS.

ist. The Tyleris entitled to vote, if he so desires,
under the circumstances stated.

2nd. Certainly not; nor can any other Lodge,
notified of his suspension, admit him.

3rd. The confirmation of the minutesin no way
affects thisquestion. That is simply a declaration
that they contain a correct record of what happened
at the meeting, and inno way adds to their authority.
A new ballot is necessary to re-admit a member in
the case indicated. The moment the resolution is
passed grauting his demit, it being necessary that
he should be in good standing and clear on the books
when this is done, he hecomes an unaffiliated Mason,
and must be dealt with as such. . '

ACKNOWLENDGMENT OF DONATIONS.

. The committee of management tenders its thanks
for the followine donations of books and pamphlets,
&e., to the Montreal Masonic Library, in connection
with the lodges of the city, viz:—

From Bro. Wm. MacKenzie, Montreal : 1 vol. “Mackey 's Corres-
pondence,” 1 vol. #*Hynemnan's Masonic Register.

R. W, Bro. John i, Isancson, Montreal : 2 vols. Freemason's Mag-
azine, “London,” 1855 and 1856; & vols, No. 1 to 8, Universal
Mnsonic Library ; 1 vol. No 1, Proceedings Grand Lodge of Canado,
1855 t0 1857; 1 vol, Anderson’s Constitution, reprint, 1723; 1 vol.
Coustitution Grand Lodge of Connda, 1856.

R. W. Bro. Thos. B..Harris, Ramilton: Copivs of it ¢ Proccedings
of Grand Lodge from 1858 to 186¢, inclusive.

Copies of the proceedings of Grand Chapter, fromits formation,
1857 to 186y, inclusive.

1 vol. Constitution Grand Lodge of Canada, 1866 ; 1 vol. Consti-
tution Grand Chapter, 1366

R. W. Bro. B Bull, Montreal: Copics of the Freemason's Maga-
zine, “ London,” from 1843 to 1855,

THE Masonic Board of Relief, N. Y., has issued a
circular warning the Masonic {raternity against one
John Ely, alins Dr. Hunter, alias Dr. Geo. Levi, but
whose reai name is George Levison, who has been
imposing upon Masons throughous the United States.

Our readers, we are sure, will readily appreciate
our anxiety to ccmplete in this volume the notes on
the history of Masonry in Canada, furnished by R.
1. Bro. Fowler, and the reporis of the Deputy Dis-
trict Grand Masters, presented at the last Commnu-
nication of Grand Lodge; and will wnderstand,
therefore, the season for so little editorial matter
appearing in this number of the CrRAFTsMAN., We
shall with the next number, the last of the volume,
give a sumimary of the proceedings of Grand
Chapter, assembled this week at Ottavwa.

THE GRAND CHAPTER.

The Tenth Annunal Convocation of the Grand
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada com-
menced 1ts sittings at Ottawa on Tuesday, the 18th
instant. There was a fair attendance of members
present. We present our readers with the admira-
ble address of M. E. Comp. 1'. D. Harington, which

was as follows :— .
To the Most Excellent, The Grand Chupler ¢f Royal Arch Masons
of Canada, Greeting:

Coxranions,—Once more it is my privilege and
happiness to meet and address you in Grand
Chapter, to render to you a brief acconr t -of my
Stewardship for the past twelvemonths, 1o submit to

our notice and consideration any occurrences of
interest_that may have transpired since our last
Brotherly greeting, appertaining to our antient and
honorable institution, and to await, with your other
officers, your fiat of approval or dl_sag roval of the
discharge of our duties, and the fulfilment of the
trust reposed in us.

Coxpavjoxs.—We are here assembled together
6 cetebrate our © Tenth Annual Convocation,” and 1f_
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we only east a retrospective glance over the years
that_have passed, since our now well found and
goodly edifice wus comumenced, and has gradually
and sucesstully uprisen {rom foundation to cope stone,
taking its posihon and share in the work of
Capitular Freemasonry, as one of the pillars and
supports of the General Grand Chapter of the world,
I think I have good reason to congratulate you, on
the happy and prosperous results of that * tlight of
time,” and call upon you to unite in reverently
thani{ing the “ Great Giver of all good,” for His
protection. for the general prosperity of our order,
and for permitting us again to meet together in
harmony and pﬁu;san.t companionship, and as
f)articiputors still of His varied blessings of life,
ight and health.

It is with sincere pleasure that I am able to state
that peace and harmony prevail within our horders,
and as I conld declare last year,s0 now I can repeat,
my work has been easy,—a labor of love.—and
conducive to much personal pleasure.

I have signed Dispensations in {avor of the
following New Chaplers, viz ;

PENTALPHA . etveeeiinieerreenenans Oshawa.
MCCALLUM, coeeev e, Dunneille.
HURON, ceeveniirrenminiinivinnneencnens Goderich.

They have been properly organized, and as the

several Petitions came before me duly recom-
mended, I advise their confirmation by Warrant.

All other Dispensatior.s granted by me, have been
simply those necessary in my opinion, for the
welfare and good working of the Chapter making
a%ﬂicaﬁon, and the election of certain principal
ofhicers, worthily tho' not constitutionally qualified,
without my dispensing power.

T am hapy tosay that one of our oldest subordinate
chapters, “St. Andrew's” of ‘Toronto, which has been
in abeyance for some time, has become again alive,

under the able superintendance of onr L. E. Comp. |{h

S. B. Harman, on whom I conferred all the
necessary authority to put that chapter into full

working order, and restore its prestige and good|h

old standing.

We have now on our Register, twenly-seven Subor-
dinate Chaplers, and as regerds their internal
cconomy and position, I refer you to the Annual
Reports of the several Grand Superintendents of
Districts, »s well as the general developement and
progress of Royal Arch Masonry in the districts
themselves.—The books of your able and energetic
Grand Scribe B, R. E. Comp. Harxis, will afford
vou other valuable statistical information, and the
Reports of that excellent officer and your Grand
Treasurer will furnish full knowledge of all matters
relating to your financial aftairs.

T have had the By-Laws of several chapters sub-
mitted for approval, all of which have been read and
examined carefully, and, where necessary, theﬁ
have been altered, 5o as not to conflict with the Book
of Constitutions.

While on this subject, I would mention to Grand
Chapter, that application was_made to me for a dis-
pensation to exalt Military and Naval Brethren, who
are often only temporary sojourners with us, for a
less fee, than those established by law. Idid no
I congeive, possess any such power, but 1 promise
to call your attention to the matter, becanse I think
the law falls somewhat hard upon those brethren,

and especially upon that respectable body of men,
the non-commissioned officers in the service of our
Most Gracious Queen, and you might consistently
amend the clause in the Book of Constitutioas, by
seducing the exallation fee, as far as regards the
{wo services,

The next subject { deem of importance, to submit
to your notice, 1s our * Work." I gave this matter
a prominent place in ng?’ address last vear, and the
necessity of its exeinplification, for the purpose of
ensuring uniformity, was endorsed by Grand
Chapter. I again invite your attention to it, and
would also suggest, that the Ceremony of Consecration
and Constitution of Chapters, and Installation of
Officers should be determined. Probably the most
simple way of accomplising this desirable object
would be to appoint a committee to report and
cxemplify at our next convocation.

The Procecdings of several Sister Grand Chapters
have been received, and the Grand Seribe B. by
my direction, placed them in che hands of R. E.
Comp. Seymour, as chairman of the committee on
Foreign Correspondence, who I hope will be able
to present his usually able report thereon, to be
au lished with our own Proceedings. The Grand
shapter of Canada, is_mentioned l’)y these Grand
Bodies in very kind and friendly language.

I have received an application for recognition
and companionship irom a new body, styling
itselt “ The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Disiric
of Columbia,” but as its loyalty has been challenged
by the “ General Grand Chapler of the United States,”
and there is evidently a domestic difference in
which it would undoubtedly be improper for us to
take any part, I have taken no steps in the matter.
The papers_will be laid betore you by the Girand
Seribe E. I have also received a printed circular,
under the Great Sealof the “Grand Lodge of the State
of Louisiana,” warning all regular Masonic authority,
that a Body styling itself §upreme C. 33° for the
Independent State of Louisiana, and claiming therein
certain special jurisdiction, is an irregular clandestine
ody, and quite unrecognized. I merely record this
for general information as Grand .Chapter has no
knowledge whatever of this * Thirty-third Degree”

I conceive it to be my bounden duty to invite
yvour attention to the account of the distress

srevailing in the Southern States of the neighbouring

epublic, and, as it has been recently well put by
the Most Worshipiul The Grand Master of Canada,
“the startling account of the misery and want
suflered by the widows and orphans of masons in
the Stale of Georgia” Adopting his excellent
example, I commend this subject to your benevolent
consideration. Grand Chapter is not rich, but small
separate subscriptions make large aggregates, and
sympathy goes a great way with sufferers, and
remember companions, that *“ ONE,” who in his own
person embodied every good attribute of our order,
especially held up for approval and imitation, the
aift of the * Widow's mile,” accompanied as it was
By a sympathetic and charitable heart.

I now return: to our own “ kome,” asl may rightly
style onr Grand Chapter. Last year I alluded to
the near accomplishment of the Confederation of the
British American Provinceson this continent. Now,
as you all know, the “ DoMINION oF CANADA," is an
accomplished fact, and it forms a 1inost important
integral portion of the mighty empire, that renders
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willing and heartfelt allegiance to our most Leloved
Queen, whom may God prescrve. ]

It behooves us to consider the eflect of this
Confederation on vur present position as a Grand
Chapter. My own opinion is, that the Provinces
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, now incor-
porated with Canada, and being hitherto * un-
occupied terrifory,” that is possessing no Grand
Chapter of their own, rightly fall under the rule and
supremacy of this Grand Chapter, and, as your
presiding officer, 1 deem it my duty to claim Royal
Arch Masonic Sovereignty there in your behalf. And
I think formal notice of this should be sent, with
your sanction, to the Puarent Bodies of those subor-
dinate Chapters now in existence in those Provinces,
warning them against granting any new charters or
warrants, and inviting those chapters to receive
“ Canade™ warrants, at or before a certain fixed time,
their numbers and precedence to be determined by
seniority of original date; and calling upon them to
appear, by their representatives, at our next Annual
Convocation, if not at some previous special convo-
cation, to be decided upon by you. The appoint-
ment of a speeisl Committee with power to enter
into all necessary preliminaries, and report fully to
Grand Chapter, is probably the most advisable
course to adogt. In this I only ofter my individinal
opinion, and by no means desire to seem to dictate
to Grand Chapter. The subject is one of paramount
importance, and calls for cool and dehberate
consideration. As soon as all initiatory arrange-
ments are perfected, you will have of necessity to
determine upon a permanent conveniently situated
place of 1meeting, which, however, should for
obvious reasons be located in some central City, and
where the “ Grand Lodge of Canada,” establishes
her dwelling place.

Another matter crosses my mind, as being fitand
proper to be brought before you. Iallude to “unaffi-
tated compamwons,” whose status should be clearly
defined. They should surely be compelled to
contribute to our charities and. their names might
then appear in_the Register of the Grand Scribe I,
being cluded under a_distinct heading in_the
annual returns from Chapters, within  whose
jurisdiction they may be residing.

I would likewise mention that 1 have official
knowledge that a Commitlee of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, under the auspices of our R. E. Compamon
S. D. Fowler, of Kingston, has been for some time
engaged in collecting documents, with a view to
compiling a History of Canadian Freemasonry. This

Committee has already published some interesting |}

and valugble information in a very creditable Ma-
sonic Periodical called “The Craftsman,” and which I
hope will receive good and successful support.

I would ask all Companions, if they have in their
ossession any old or valuable archives or Masonic
ocuments, to assist that “Historical Commitice” by

giving or lending the same. Itisa matter fraught
with interest to us all.

Finally, my companions, I beg thus publicly to
record my thanks to all officc~s lor their services
during their term of officc now expiring. And I
suggest to us all to resolve, during the times of
excitement that must naturally be looked for, to
avoid if' possible, and_as much as poor human nature
will allow, anger and malice,—~to bear in mind that
other people Fhave cqual right with ourselves to

feelings and opinions, - to practice the * charity " of
tongue that “ thinketh no evil and never faileth,’—and
let us Fear God, Honor the Queen, and those who are
put in authority under her, and Love the Brotherhood !

‘Aud may the “Great Avchitect of the Universe” spore

us ha{)py and happily to meet again, and continue
Iis blessings to us and onr common country !

So mote it be !
T. Doucras HAFINGTON,

}OTTAWA, August, 1867. Grand Z.

REPORTS OF THE R. W. DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND
MASTERS.

TORONTY DISTRICT.
To the ifost Worshipful the Grand Muster end the Grand Lodge of
Canadu.
Most WonsHirriL SIR AND Bretiuges :

I have the honor in accordance with the require-
ments of the Constitution to present this my fourth
report of the Toronto District, which will be neces-
sarily brief, as I regret exceedingly that from
continued iliness during the Winter and Spring, 1
have been unable to visit all the Lodges of this
Distric.. It affords e, however, the greatest
satisfaction to report on the efliciency of the work
and the fraternal courtesy and greetings which have
at all times been extended to me in those Lodges
which I have been able to visit, and to the sym aﬁly
expressed by the others to whom 1 exp]aiueg my
position.

1t is with sincere happiness that I have to con-
eratulate the Brethren on the * confederation” of
the City of Toronto Lodges in one Lodge rcom, that
on Toronto Strect, known as the “Masonic Hall "
not only will it be a great saving in rent and other
expenses, but it will tend to bind the members of
the different CitF Lodges with one fraternal cord,
bringing us all close together, and more in unison
with our Masonic professions. It will also afford an
opportunity of founding a Masonic library and
reading room, thus furnishing a resort for the
brethren, who can then mix more freely together
and spend many an hour uscfull{; which now hangs
heavily on some of our younger brethren.

The Most Worshipiul the Grand Master has most
generously offered to present the United Lodges
with many valuable volumes, reports, &c., which
when added to the small libraries already in posses-
sion of St. Andrew’s and St. John's Lodges, will
form, if not a large, a very seleet library of “Aasonic
ore.

I had much pleasure in giving permission to the
brethren of the City Lodges to appear in Masonic
clothing at a banquet on the Festivalof St John the
Baptist to celebrate that auspscious .event. About
400 brethren of the United Lodges spent the evening
in “ peace,” “love,” and * harmony.”

I am happy also to veport that a Constitutional
number of Masons applied through me for a Dispen-
sation to atz{)en a Lodge at Orillia, County of Simcoe,
and I had great pleasure in recommending their
{)etmm.x to the favorable consideration of the Most

WVorshipful the Grand Master. He was pleased to
order a Dispensation to issue to “Orillia® Lodge,
and appointed Brother Malloch to be the first Master.
I have no doubt that under the management of this
able Brother the Lodge will be o snccess, as a
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Masonic Lodee has long been reguived in this
northern section,

I have also had the pleasnre to grant a Dispensa-
tion to the Brethren of 8t. George's Lodee, No. 88,
to celebrate the Festival of St. John the Baptist by
their annual excursion to the * Indian Peninsule ”
and to appear theveat in Masonic clothing,

In the Toronto District during the vear now
closed. many old and worthy Masons have * passed
away” Irom amongst us, viz:— Brothers John
McAlpine Cameron and John H. Ritehy. of Bt
Andrew's Lodge, No. 16; V. W. Bro. G. B. Wryllie,
and Bros. R. Parker, James Beachell, A. O. Fenwick
and G. M. Hamilton, St. John's Lodge, No. 75.

Let us hope that these our departed brethren
have attwned
seat in the Grand Lodee ahove. where the Supreme
Architect of the Universe lives and rules for ever.

All of which ismost respeetinlly submitted,

A. DEGRASSI,
D. D. G. M., Toronto District.

PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT.
1o the M. W, the Grand Musler and Grand Lodge of Cunada

In accordance with the requirements of the
Constitution, I beg leave to present my report for
the Prince Edward District, over which I had the
honor to preside during the past vear.

Iregret from nnforeseen circuunstances, I have not
been able to visit many of the Lodges in this
extensive distriet durmg the past year. owvever,
it aives me great pleasure to state, that but few
Masonic complaints have been brought hefore me
and those of so frifling a character as to be easily
adjusted without reference to Grand Lodge.

From information received from Brethren. and as
far as T am able to ascertain, the Lodges within the
district are generally in a prosperous condition, and
adding considerable to their numbers.

|
Iwould respectfully urge upon Grand Lodge, the

necessity of revising this Masonic District, and
would recommend that the county of Renfrew be
attached to the Central District, as Renirew Lodge
is over 200 miles from any other Lodge in this
Districet.

I granted Dispensations for celebrating the
TFestival of St. John the Evangelist, to the following
Lodgesin December last.  Renfrew Lodge. No. 122,
Renirew: Moira Lodge. No. 11, Belleville, and

Prince of Wales Lodee, No. 146, Newburgh ; also to|

Madoe Lodee. No. 48, Madoe, to celebrate the
Testival of Nt. John the Baptist, and on the same
day. to Prince Edward_Lodge, No. 18, to att>nd a
lecture delivered by Rev. Bro. McMechan. and
dine together, which I am pleased tostate gave the
areatest satislaction to the brethren.

Only one death among the brethren of this
district has been_reported to me during the year.
that of Bro. R. M. Rawvyer, of 8t. John's Lodee,
No.209. 1. R., London, who was interred on the
17th of May, with Masonic honors.

In December last, I had the pleasure of installing
the officers elect, of Prince Ldward Lodge, No. 18.
I likewise installed the officers of Star in the Jast
Lodge, No. 164, Wellington, and for a young Lodge,
I have great pleasure in saying, the officers are well
up in their work.

the summit ol human aspiration. a

Application was made through me, for a warrant
to establish a new Lodgze at A(Tolphustown, and on
my recommendation, and ceriifying that the Master
was skilled in the established degrees, the M. W.
Grand Master was pleased to grant a Dispensation
to open said Lodge, called Filins Vidwwe, which I
iope will be confirmed by the Grand Lodge
eranling their warrant of constitution.

i Application was made to me to allow Tilius

( Vidwe Lodge, to remove tu Frederickshurg,
{temporary, umtil more suitable rooms can he

tobtained. After due consideration I granted it,
finding it to he the unanimous desire of its
members.

In coneluding this brief’ report, I would express
my thanks to the officers and Brethren of the
Lodges within ny District. for the kindness and
l(cio?ytosy shown to me while in the discharee of my
s duties.
l

i All of which s repectfully submitted.

| DONALD FRASER,
) D.D.G.M—P. £. D.
PicroN. 2nd July, 1867,

MONTREAL DISTRICT.

do the Most Worshipful the Grund Muster, und the Grand Lodge of
A, F. & A M, of Cunadu.

M. W._SIR AND BRETHREN—] have again the
pleasure of reporting on the state of Masonry in the
Montreal District, and which I am happy te say, may
besummed up in a few words. The Craftis prosper-
ing: the younger brethren evinecing an increasing
interest, not only in the beanties, but in thé philos-
ophy of our Ritual, and a growing feeling is being
exhibited in the necessity of “ tyling our hallot hox™
.more closely than heretolore. Some inslances,

however, are observable, which show that in this
i particular there is still room for improvement.

Onlf one case has been brought before me for
official adjudication. It was that of a . M., whowas

roved guiity of gross deceit and duplicity, and a

isregard of that truth, which it was his duty alike
'to practise and to inculcate  The only course open to
me, under the circumstances, was to “suspend
wntil the decision of the Grand Master wasobtained
1on the subject.” My decision was sustained by the
{Grand Master, although appealed against. The
suspension -vas dated on the 26th July, 1866, and
jander date, the 30th March, 1867, 1 received a
letter from the Grand Secretary, from which I copy
i the following extracts:—* 1 am to staie that the M.
I W. the Grand Master feels it to be Ins duty to
lapprove and confirm the judgment pronounced by
vouin thismatter,”and "in the hope that the memory
of the past will prevent a deviation from Masonic
recepts and teachings in the futrve, he now
irects that the supension be Tem »

RNV %

I have only t{o add that a Masonic Library has
been established, and that the librarian nas now
some forty-five volumes in his charge, which it is
expected will shortly be increased by promised
contributions, from some of our most cminent
Brethren.

i

Respectlully submitted,
RICHAR]%

MONTREAL, 6th July, 1867.

]})Uo!‘ IA?.—M. D.
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LONDON DISTRICT.

To the M. W. the Grund Muster, Officers anl Members of Grand
Lodge of A. F. and A, M. of Canadau.

From the most remote period of antiquity it has
been a source of real gratification to every devout
lover of our now time-honored Institution, to learn
that a healthy and favorable ‘progress was charac-
terizing our noble Order. in any or every part of the
world, while the gratification has always been
intensified by progress in the Dominion in which
we reside.  On thisoccasion it becomes my pleasing
duty in accordance with established wsage to report
to Grand Lodge the very satisfactory state of the
Lodges in the London District, over which I have
had the honor to preside during the past Masonic
year. Sincemy promotion to the office of D.D.G-.M
I have visited every lodge in the district, with but
one exception that is worf:ing under dispensation at
Port Burwell; the W. Master and the Officers of
this one Lodge I have frequently met during the
vear, and from the information received from them
I infer the satisfactory state of this Lodge.

The Lodges throughout the district or. the whole
are in a prosperous condition, and very uniformly
working as near the system adopted by Graund
Lodge s can well be expected from the limited
{acilities which some of them possess of obtaining
it. The number_mnot very efficiently worked 1s
very limited and situated in isolated localities,
where they have but few opportanities of meeting
with Masons who can_give them the information
they require. There is but one Lodge in the London
district (which, with every facility atils control,)
but what has adopted the work of this Grand
Lodge. This Lodge continues as when under the
Grand Lodee of Ireland, to which they previously
belonged. This is St. Johw's Lodge, No. 20, G.R.C.,
located in the City of London, in which there are
two other Lodges working in accordance with our
established ritual.

On the 14th of Sept. last, I received 2 communica-
tion from the W. Master of Alexandra Lodge, No.
158, Oil Springs, informing me that the lodge room
and all its contents had been destroyed by fire. This
calamity has given the brethren of Alexandra
Lodge a great amount of anxiety and trouble ; they

ould not obtain a room in the village suitable_for
them to meet in, and desirous of continuing their
Lodge, they had no alternative but to build a hall
for themselves. This the brethren have done, but
not without embarassment. The facts of this has
been sent to all the Lodges in Canada by circular,
with a sympathetic appeal to their charity.

COMPLAINTS.

Dwring the past vear I am happy to state but few
complaints have come to my knowledge, and these
of so trivial a nature and so easily adjusted satisfac-
torily to all concerned, that there is not any to claim
attention of Grand Lodge.

MASONIC DOCUMENTS.

I may, however, be pardoned here for again
inviting the attention of Grand Lodge to the im-
perative necessity of issuing blank forms and books
suitable for subordinate Lodges, so as to secure &
uniform system._ of book-keeping, &c., throughout
this Dominion, the price to be atranged so as to be
a source of reasonable remuneration to Grand Lodge

for time, expendiiure, &e. This arrangement, in my
opinion, wowld be a directadvantage to subordinate
I adges, for while it secured systematic uniformity,
the aocuments would be prccured at a much cheaper
rate than at present.

INSTRUCTIONS.

Most Worshipful Sir, might I also be permitted to
suggest to Grand Lodge the propriety of consider-
ing the neeessity of devising some moere efficient
method of instructing the young Mason in the
mystic art of Masonry, without in the least depart-
ing from the ancient landnarks of our Order. The
{\n'opriety of doing this 1 think is evident to every

Tason, from the fact that the short lecture accom-
anying the receipt of cach degree, conveys at best
ut an imperfect knowledge of the manifold
mysteries and morals of our Order, leaving it at the

: |same time exceedingly difficult for the young Mason

to gain admittance into other Lodges, while on some
(i)_ccasmns they are totally rejected unless vouched
or.

DISPENSATIONS.

During the past year the Most Worshipiul the
Grand Master has been pleased to grant three Dis-
pensations for new Lodges in the London District.
making now in the whole 25 Lodges in the District.
The same time, I have granted two dispensations,
oune to Burns Lodge No. 153, Wyoming, to remove
their Lodge to a new and convenient room in the
same village, and the other, to St. Thomas Lodge No.
44, toattend Divine Service in the moming and a
Festival in the evening, of St. Johw's Day, 27th
December, A. L. 5866, A. D. 1866, in regalia.

DEATHS.

In obedience to the high commands of the Great
Architect of the universe, many of our esteemed
brethren have passed from labor to rest. Among
the number is, W. Bro. Benjamin Ferguson, W. M.
St. Paul's Lodge, No. 107, Lambeth ; Bros. Alexander
McDonald, L. W. Reece, and .John Ta lor, of St.
George’s Lodge, No. 42, London; W. Bro. P. M.
James Thompson, of Albion Loudge, No. 80, New-
bury; and Bro. George Tumff)ull, Wellington
Lodge, No. 46, Chatham. These six have been auly
reported to me, three of whom were members of St.
George’s Lodge, No. 42, London, with which T have
the honor to stand connected

THANRS.

Before closing my report, I beg respectiully to
tender my sincere thanks to the Most Worshipful
the Grand Master and Grand Secretary, for the very
prompt and safisfactory manner in which they have
responded to all matters which I have found neces-
sary to bring hefore them during my term of office.
And I also acknowledge with gratitude the kindly
receptions and courteous friendship extended to me
by all the brethren I have met while on my official
tour through the District.

In conclusion, Most Worshipful Sir and Brethren,
may it be our utmost endeavorsto unitein strength-
ening our Order, by continuning to impress it with
digmty, influencing with increasing vigor, and se-
curing forit an unbounded respectabilify, not only
in our own Dominion, but throughout the wvorld.
May civilization and friendship, with all their elevat-
ing influences, flow on and on till ime shall be no
more; and when we have performed our allotted
task or this our sublunary abode, may we all with

rapturous delizht receive that celestial pass-word
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which shall secure for us an abundant entrance into
the Grand Lodge triumphant, where the Grand
Master of the universe lives and reigns in effulgent
light forever.

All of which I humbly submit to Grand Lodge,
and remain,

Yours faithfully and fraternally,

F. WESTLAKE,D.D. G. M,,
London District.

EASTERN TOWNXNSHIPS DISTRICT.

To the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Canadaof A. F. & A. M.
Most WoRSHIPFUL SIR, OFFICERS AND BRETHREN :

There are in the Eastern Townships District, m
the Province of Quebec, twefve warranted Lodges,
and four under dispensation.

By the favor of the great Architectof the universe,
I am enabled to report that I have visited all of
them, during the year now closing, and 1t affords
me much satistfaction to inform you that they are
enjoying a good degrec of prosperity under the dir-
ection of able and zealous officers.

LODGES UNDER DISPENSATIOR,

The four Lodges_referred to above, which have
been organized during the past vear by dispensation
from the Most "W(_)rslﬁipf , the Grand Master, are
the following :—

1. Tusecan Lodee, - - - - Levis.

2. Royal Canadian, - - -  Sweetsburgh.
3. Ascot, - = = - - Lennoxville.
4. Ashlar, - - -« - Coat:cooke.

As these Lodges have begun under very favorable
auspices, and are presided over by talented and well-
skilled Brethren, I have favorably reported them to
the Grand Master, praying him to recommend this
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, at its present com-
munication, to grant to them Warrants, in order that
at an early day they may be solemnly constituted in
due and ancient form.

GENERAL CONDITION OF FREEMASOKRY IN THE EAST.

It will, no doubt, be especially eratifying to the
Grand Lodge to learn of the healtﬁy condifion and
increasing prosperity of the eralt in this Distriet,
wherein Freenasonry was introdunced at a very
early period, and wherein are situated some of the
oldest Lodges under ihe jurisdiction of our Grand
Lodge ; and on the escelient foundation thus laid iu
this “North East” corner by those veteran craftsmen,
there appear to bhe not a few younger but not iess
worthy grothrvn, who are faithfully striving to
carry on to completion the great work so well begun.

LECTURES.

During the year, I have delivered an address, or
read a paper, before cach of the Lodges, generally

upon matters connected with the practical workings,

of the craft; and T beg to suggest that it seems to
me there are not a few Worshi%ihl Masters and
other Brethren in the diflferent Lo

from time to time, lprepare and read short
apon the principles, laws, constitutions, organization,
workings or history of our beloved Order, and on

many other subjects which are full ot interest to the
craft, and thus it seerns that not alittle benefit would
acerue to these individual Brethren, and also that,

the respective Lodges would be greaily bencfitted
N many ways.

ges, who might, [ 3400 and have liberally contributed the sum
S4YS 1 gested for the purchase ol regalia for the D. D. G.

LIBRARIJES,
_ Ttis highly gratifying _to be able to report that a
few of the Lodges m this District are possessed of
valuable Masonic Libraries, and others are making
commendable heginnings in the same direction. In
my opinion, the importance of a good Masonic
library, in cach Lodge, can hardly be over-estimated.
SOLEMN MUSIC IN LODGES.

In one or two Lodges there is a cabinet organ, or
melodeon, which js of great benelit as an accom-
paiiment to_the living voice in offering solemn
praise to the Most High ; and itseems very desirable
that fevery Lodge should regularly nse Masonic
hymns of praise. The ex;iense of procuring a suffi-
cient number of suitable hymn books is not very
great, and it would seldom happen that there is not
some Brother present who counld lead in such an
exercise.

LOLGR BOOKB.

. It appears as though it would be very advisable
for Grand Lodge to appoint a commuttee to co-oper-
ate with the Grand Secretary in %reparmg and get-
ting published a supply of all the books required by
the constitution to be used in private Lodges, so
that new Lodges at least could procure at cost price
a full and uniform set of suitable hooks.

FO)’ISS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

It is a source of great satisfaction to know that
some of the Lodges are faithfully complying with
the requirements of section S, book of Constitution,
under the head, “Of Proposing Members,” and are
presenling to every candidate, on_his initiation, a
co%y of the Constitution of Grand Lodge; and it is
to be hoped that the time is not far distant when
every Lodge will fully comply with this very im-
portant law.

It also appears to me as though every member of

a Lodge ought regularly to grocure a copy of the
annual proceedings of Grand Lodge, and 1t is be-
Heved that a little effort on the part of the Worship-

ful Masters, and other officers, wonld do much to-
wards realizing this very desirable object.

DISPENSATIONS.

In accordance with an application regularly made
to me, I granted a dispensation for the removal of
“Browne” Lodge from Adamsville to West Farn-
ham, where it is thought it will enjoy an increasing
degree of prosperity. I have dwring the year refuse
| two applications for dispensaiions to hold “Masonic
'balls” " The reasons for my refusal were set forth
‘at length in my replies to the applicauts, and in my
treports thercof to the Most Worshipfd the Grand
{Master. On being regularly applied to the Grand
 Master was pleased to grant a dispensation to hold
ione of these “bhalls.”

i REGALIA POZ D. D. G. ¥.

All the Lodges in the Easter.a Townships District
have heartily responded tc {he recommendation ot
'the Board of General f’urposes, and also of their
Irepresentatives at the last communication of Grand
Sun'-
g M,
land his successors. This will be procured at an
=early day.

LODGR FUSDS.

Most of the Lodges in this District are keeping an
exact account of their finances, and a few are care-
"fully investing theirsurplus funds. There are some
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however which ought to exercise more prudent cir-

cuamspection in regard to this very important matter. | b

It seems as thougf{ thesecretary and treasurer ought
to make a quarterly report to the Lodge of all the
moneys received, and the disbursements made, and
that the balance.on hand should be safely put out
at remunerative interest. Much gcod would result
therefrom and many grave evils would be avoided.

BENEVOLENT PUND.

Some Lodges are pursuing a very commendable
course in creating a fund for the purposes of benev-
olence, and makireg their appropriations therefrom
through a Board appointed to consider and act upon
all applications for relief. Itis thought by many that
even in the rural districts where private Lodges are
contigrous, a joint Board of Benevolence might
be formed such as now exists and works so well in

some of the cities. Iivery available means should be|Lod

adopted to detect and expose impositions, and to
afford speedy mmd judicious relief to the reuﬁy needy

and deserving.
CLARRKCEVILLE LODGE.

This Lodge recently lost its warrant, jewels, and
allits furniture by tire. The Most Worshipful the
Graud Master kindly caused a new warrant to be
issued to it free of expense, and I hopethat Grand
Lodge ray be disposed to take into favorable con-
sideration the petition of these Brethren, and in
some additional way, render a little timely assistance
to them in their present extremity.

The very serious calamity which has befallen
Clarenceville Lodge should forcibly remind all
Lodges of the neczssity of having their property
fully insured.

LODGES IN THE PROVINOR OF QURBEC UNDER JURISDICTIONS OTHER THAN
THAT QP THE ORAND LODGE OF CANADA.

As difficulties more or less serious are frequently
arising in this district onaccount of what seem to be
the unavoidable results apparently inseparable from
the existence, in the same Province, of Envate
Lodges under the jurisdiction of other Grand Lodges
besides that of this Most Worshipfil Body, if is
thought by many that additicnal efforts to those
alrea ﬁmade, ought to be put forth to remove this
generally ac.knowiedged evil. Might not a commit-
tee he appointed to confer with the many excellent
Brethren of these Lodges, or with committees ap-
gomted by them for that purpose? There seem to

e no good reasons why such a conference might
not be in the highest degree successful, and so be

roductive of the most beneficial results to the crait.

for many obvious reasons the preseniappears tobe
an opportune time to endeavor, in a truly fraternal
way and honorable to all concerned, to attain this
very important consummation.

DIVISION OF THE E. T. D.

The Eastern_Township District embraces all that
portion of the Province of Quebec which lies south
of the river St. Lawrence and east of the Richeliev,
including the city of St. Johns. Theextent of this
territory, and the increasing number of the Lodges,
render it extremely difficult for one District Deputy
to perform all the duties, and hence asub-division of
the District appears to be necessary. But as there
are some greaterana seore important questions which
are necessarily about to come up for consideration
and adjudication, the setilement of which had pro-
bably better precede that of the redirtribution of the
Lodges into two or move Districts, and in order that

! more full’ consideration inay be given to thesubject
y all the Lodges in the Dlstmt:_lt] it seems most ad-
visable tolet the subjectlic over till the next regular
communication of Grand Lodge, unless some Lodge
may present a petition in reference to the matter.

QUR LATE B. W. BRO. DR. 8QOTT.

Prevost Lodge, No. 1, G. R. C., having made
a praise-worthy appropriation towards the erec-
tion of a suitable monument in honor of vurlate R.
W. Bro. Joseph Scott, D.D., Archdeacea, &ec., and
other means also havmglil;een inaugurated by them
for the carrying ont of this laudable demﬂ. I bad
much pleasure in forwarding to the W. M. of that
Lodge the cheque of the President of the B. O. G.
purposes on the Treasurer of Grand Lodge, for
$50.00, the sum appropriated by Grand Lodge for
that purpose. There is no doubt but that other

odges in this District will contribute according to
their ability towards this oblgct, and I trust that this
Grand Lodge will ere long be informed of the erec-
tion of a monument worthy of the memory of one
of the most distinguished namesin the brizit roll of
Canadian Freemasons. ‘

DEATHS.

It is my melancholy duty to report_the death of
our Very Worshipful Bro. George Hope Napier,
Grand Steward and Past Master of St. Francis
Lodge, No. 67; and also the death of Bro. George
Simpson, Secretary of_the same Lodge. Both these
fre ren were buried with Masonic snd military

Onors. )

In closing the duties of the important office with
which my Brethren, the representatives of the
Lodges of the Eastern Townships, honored me the
past year by their unanimous suffrages, I beg to re-
turn to them all my hearty thanks, expressing the
hope that my labors have in some degree at least
met their ap})rovql, and have been to some extent
promotive of the interests of the crait.

All of which isnevertheless respectfully submitted.
J. H. GRAHAWN,
° D.D.G.M,E.T.D.

Rickmond, ¥rovince of Quebec, }
July, 1867.

WILSON DISTRICT.

To the Aost Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
4. F. &.A. Masonsof Canada,
In complying with the requirements of Grand
Lodge, I beg to make a brief report of the state of
Masonry in the Wilson District.

1t would be wasting the time of Grand Lodge for
me to give 2 lengthy report ofmatters regarding the
statistics of masonry, as these are already in the
hands of the Grand Secretary; suffice it to say that
1 have during the past year, visited most of the
Lodges in my district, (cqm%‘z’_sing seventeen lodges,)
and have much pleasure in being” able to say that 1
have found them allin a healthy condition, being
Eresided over oy able and zealous masons who

ave spared no pains in promulgating the genuine
tenets and principles of the order.

These Lodges I have been unable to visit officially
are known to have at their uead some of the most
expext crafisman in the district, I have therefere
reason to suppose they are in an equally flourishing
state with those visited. I have had the pleasure of
installing the W. Masters and Officers of several of

|
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the Lodges during the year, and on these occasions
ourmeetiugs have been interesting and profitable.

I have granted two Dispensations for the celebra-
tion of' St. John the Evangelist’s Day.

T had mnuch pleasure in recommending the petihon
of a number of brethren for a new Lodge at
Scotland, Comnty of DBrant, to he called the
“Scotland” Lodge, and the M. W. the Grand
Master was pleased to grant a dispensation for the
same. This Lodge has been opened wunder the
mastership of Brother F. Mudge, 2 man thoroughly
(ualified m every respect as a mason and 2 man of
business to take the management of a new Lodge,
and I look for this Lodge becoming one of the fiirst
in the district. Bro. Mudge will attend Grand
}jogge, and I trust & Warrant will be granted to this

odge.

Ingcoucluding this report, I have to congratulate
Grand Lodge on the general prosperity and
harmony prevailing in the Lodges, no_complaints
having arisen but snch as have been ecasily arranged
amongst the brethren in the true spivit of the
institution, and finally I would express my thanks
to brethren of the difterent Lodges tor their uniform
kindness and regard manifest on every occasion.

All of which is respectinlly submitted,

D. CURTIS,
D. D. G. M. Wilson District.

ONTARIO DISTRICT.

To the Most Worshipful the Grand Master and the Grawd Lodge of
.1. F. and .. Masons of Canadu,

A, W. Sir AND BReTHREY

1 am happy to state that Masonry Is steadily
progressing in the Ontario District.

Heving found from experience that it was im-
possible 1o visit all the Lodges in the District
separately during the vear, I called upon the W,
Masters, the officers and brethren of the several
Lodges to meet me at central points in order that 1
might illustrate the work and test the capabilities
of those in authority in the subordinate Lodges. In
this manner I have been able to meet all the Lodges
in my district. I established during the year two
lodges of instruction, one called the Western Lodge
of Instruction of the Ontario District. composed of
the W. Masters, the officers and brethren of the
following Lodges:—

Composite Lodge, No. 30, Whitby.

Jerusalem 31, Bowmanville.
Mount Zion * 39, Brooklyn
Durham, “ 66, Neweastle.
Lebanon “ 139, Oshawa.

Prince Albert T.D., Prince Albert.

Presided over by V. \W. Bro. Wm. McCabe, P.
G. S. The other called the Northern Lodge of
Instruction of the Ontario District, composed ot the
‘W. Masters, the officers and brethren of

Corinthian Lodge, No. 101, Peterboro’.
Peterboro’  “ 155, Peterboro’.
J. B. Hall, 145, Millbrook.

Presided over by V. W. Bro. John King, G. S.

I granted dispensations to the Lodges at Peterboro’
to wvear Regalia while attending divine service on
flhe 27th Décember last, St. John the Evanegelist’s

ay.
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A dispensation has been granted during the year
by the M. W. the Grand Master for a Ladge at Prince
Albert, in_ this district, called the Prince Alhert
Lodge. The Lodge is in good working order, and ]
trusf that it will be confirmed by warrant.

1 cannot close my report without referring to the
invaluable services rendered to me by V. W. Byo.
Wm. McCabe, P. G. S., to whose Masonic zeal and
experience I am indebted for the great success
which has attended the Western Lodge of Instrue-
trom

I have to thank the officers and brethren of the
Lodges within my District for the kindness and
cowrtesy shewn fo me upon all occasious, and it
atfords me much gratificdtion to bear testimony to
the harmony and good will that pervades the
distriet at Jarge. '

1 regret that my absence in England will prevent
my being presen{ at the meeting of Grand Lodge
this year. .

All of which is respectfully submitted.

“W. H. WELLER,
D. D. G. M. Ontarid District.

CANADIAN, MASORIC ITEMS.

13~ The membcrs of Harington Lodge No. 49, of
Quebec, on_the’ evening of the 16th ult., presented
jewels of office to Bros. H. P. Reid, Senior Warden,
and A. Smithson, Secretary of the Lodge—both
these officers belonging to the Royal Artillery at
present in garrison there, but under orders for im-
mediate departure to Malta. ‘

£~ A warrant of constitution has been granted on
the petition of certain Royal Arch Masons, empow-
ering them to meet as a regnlar Chapter at the town
of (Goderich, to be called the * Huron Chapter,” the
following comIpmnons having been elected as the
first officers: Isaac Francis Toms, 1st Principal Z;
James Sommerville, 2nd Principal H; and Robert
Booth, 3rd Principal J. We wish the new Chapter
2, Prosperous career.

¢ At arecent emergency meeting of Prince of
Wales Lodge No. 161, A. F. and A. M, Iona, %rlesen-
tations were made to John Cascaden, Hsq., M. D,
MR.CS, &c., &e., England, and to Daniel Decow,
Lsq. To Dr. Cascaden a_handsome gold Past
Master's breast jewel, worth $40, was presented,
 together with a supper, in honor of his retarn from
Lurope. By the Lodge, at the same meeting, Wmn.
Chisholin, Esq., presented fo Daniel Decow, Tsq., 2
beautitul Masonic apron in morocco case.
£ As ]Lel' dispensation_granted, a special convo-
cation of Ezra Chapter, Simcoe, was held on Wed-
nesday evening 31st July. for the election of officers
for the current year, the following being the result:
R. E. Comp., John Clark, M. D,, 1st Principal Z.
V.LE. Com]i.), Jno. Wilson, M.D., 2nd Principal H.
Es-Comp., D_M. Walker, 3rd Principal J.
. A. J. Donly, Seribe L,
R. Thoroughgood. Serbe N.
W. P. Kelley, Principal Sojourner.
S. Gardner, Treasurer.
Jas. Fishey, Janitor.

'
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