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17 Victorize: Appendix (B)) A. 1854.

AnnuaL Report of the NORMAL, MODEL and Common SCHOOLS, |
in Upper Canada, for the year 1852: with an Appendlx. .
By the Chlef Superintendent of Schools. | '

AAAAA AN

@wmmeut of mm Jnatruction for Q‘mmr (Ii*nmhn.

EDUOA’I‘IO\I OPFICB y
TORONTO, 81st. .Dewmbe) '1858.
S1E, ‘ .
I have ‘rhe honor to trinsmit, herewith, to be laid before His Ewce]lency the
Governor Greneral, my Report of the state of the Normal, Model and Common Schools of
Upper Canada during the year 1852,—including a Statistical Statement of other Educa~
tional Institutions, as far as I have been able to obtain information respecting them.
To my Report I have added an .Appendxx, which contains .copious Extracts from Local
Reports, and various Documents and Papers illustrative of the means which have been
employed to promote the improvement and extension of the Schools, and the establxsh- v
ment of Public Libraries. ‘ y ‘ .
I have the honor to be, Sir,, L
Your most obedicnt servant, .
E. RYERSON
The Honorable
P. J. 0. Caavvesy, M.P. P,
Searetary of the Province,
Quebec.

i
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GENERAL CONTENTS.

Psmronv LETTER tO the Secretary of the Provmce.

: ) PART I——GENERAL Rm’onr
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. ‘ ‘
I, School Sections’ and Schools,
1I. School Moneys. v ‘
111, School Population and Pupils,
1V. Books used in the Schools, ‘
" V. Teachers, and Length of time the Schoo]s have been kept open
VI. School Visits, Lectures, and School Houses. ‘ :
- VIL Maps, Appnratus, and Libraries, v ‘
VIIL. Colleges, Gmmmur Schools, Acndemles, and Prlvate Schools
, IX. Normal and Model Schoolg, ' . e ‘ : Lo
. X State andfProgress of: Educatmn in Upper Canada. B
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XI. Extracts from Local Reports.

XII. Recent Amendments to the School Law,
XIII. Establishment of Public School Libraries.
XIV. General Remarks on the School System,

XV. Objections to the School System :—

1 Objections of certain Opposers of the Separate School Clauses of the Law.
2. Objections of certain Advocates of Separate Schools.

XVI, chulauons respecting Religious Instruction and Exercises in the Schools,

PART IL.—S8raTISTICAL REPORT.

TavLe A.—School Sections and Schools—Union Sections—Free Schools—School Moneys, for Teachers®
Salaries, for Building, Rent and Repairs of School Houses, and for other Educational Institutiong—
Total amount availuble for Educational Purposes.

TanLg B.—School Population and Pupils—~Average Attendance—Pupils in the different Branches of
Instruction,

TasLg C.—Number of Schools using Text Books—Modes of Instruction.

TanLe D.—Teachers—Their Religious Faith—Average Annual Salaries—Certificates—Number Trained
in the Normal School and other Institutions—Length of time the Schools have been kept open.

Tanre E.~School Visits, and Lectures—School-Houses—Their kind, and title, and number built during
the year—DMoneys expended for Building, Rent, and Repaxrs-—stcellaneous ‘ ‘

TasLe F.—Separate Schools—Libraries—Maps and Apparatus—Expeudxture for Libraries, Maps, and
Apparatus,

Taste G.—Other Educational Institutions—Colleges, Academies, Grammar, a.nd Private Schools—Grand:
’gotald of Bducational Institutions, and Amount expended for Educational Purposes in Upper

anada.
"Panye I, —~Normal School—Attendance of Teachers-in-Training—Their Religious Faith—Amount of aid
~ granted them, and the Couuties from which they came.

Tanre I.—Account of the Receipts and Expenditure for the Normal and Model Schools.

Tante K.—Progressive results of the Common School Sysiem of Upper Canada since 1846,

TabLe L.—State and Progress of Education in Upper Canada as connected with Universities, Colleges,
Academies, Normal, Grammar, Model, Common and Private Schools, during the years 1842, 18417,
and 1852.

APPENDIX,
A,

Exrracrs from the Reports of Local SBuperintendents of Schools and Boards of School Trustees relative to
the state and progress of Elementary Education in their respective Townships, Cities, Towns, and
Villages.

B.

Proceepiscs at the School Conventions held in the several Counties of Upper Canada by the Chief
Superintendent of Schools :—
No. 1,—OCircular to Municipal Councillors, Local Superintendents, Visitors, Trustees, and Teachers .
appointing County School Convenmons. '
" No. 2.—Proceedings and Suggestions at the several County Scbool Conventxons rela.tmg to the Extengion of
the Powers of Trustees, Free Schools, and the Establishment of Public School Libraries. '

C. ‘ ‘ ‘
AN Acr SUPPLEMENTARY to the Common Bchool Act of Upper Canads, 16th Victoria, chapter 186,
D.
(JIRCULABS from the Chief Supermtcndent of Schools to the various Municipal and School Oﬂicers concerned -
in the administration of Common School Acts of Upper Canada :~ B

No, 1.—Circular to Clerks of Counties transmxttmg Educatxonal Documents for the use- ot‘ Mumcxpal and X
School Oﬁ”zcers )
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No. 2.—Circular to Local Superintendents transmitting Educamonal Documents for the use of the Trustees
of School Sections.
No. 8.—Circular to Clerks of Counties notifying the Apportxonment of the Legislative School Grant of 1858,

No. 4,—Circular to Clerks of Cities, Towns, and Villages nomfymg the Apportxonmeut of the Le«is]atlva S

School Grant of 1853, C
No. 5.—Circular to Locnl Superintendents of Schools on the Sub-Apportionment of the Lwls]nuvc School
Grant of 1858, ‘
No. 6.—Circular to the Trustees of School Sections in Townships on the Supplementary School Act,
No. 1.—0Circular to Boards of School Trustees in Cities, Towns, and Villages on the Supplementary Sehool
Aet. ‘ ‘
No. 8.-—General Circular to School Officers on the Supplementary School Act,

Circulars on the Subject of Public Libraries.

No. 9.—Circular to Town-Reeves of Townships on the Establishment of Public School Lzbmnes ‘

No. 10.—Circular to Boards of School Trustees in Cities, Towns, and Villages on the Establrshment of
Public School Libraries.

No: 11.—Circular to Trustees of School Sections on the Establishment of Public School lerurles ‘

No, 12.—~General Regulations for the Establishment and Management of Public School Libraries in Upper
Canada, prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction,

No. 18.—General Principles on which Books have beenselected for Public School Libiaries in Upper Canada.

No. 14.—Schedule of the Number of Volumes purchased for Exammatxon and Recommendanon by the’
Council of Public Instruction. ‘

No. 15.—0ircular to the Municipalities of To\vnshxps, Cmea, Towns, 'and School Sections, notifying’ the ﬁrst
Apportionment of the Legislative Library Grant.

B

Procezepings relative to the Establishment and Orgamzétlon of Public School Libraries in Upper Canada :— ‘

No. l.—Letter from the Chief Superintendent of Schools to the Assistant Secretary of the Provmce, reportm g
the measures adopted for the Establishment of Public School Libraries. ‘

No. 2.—Letter from' the Chief Supermtendent of Schools to the Secretary of the Provmce on tbe subyect
of Public School Libraries,

No. 8.—Letter from the Chief Superintendent of Schools to the Secretary of the Provmce, proposmg the
Establishment of Public School Libraries, - ‘

No, 4.—Letter from the Secretary of the Province to the Chief, Supermtendent of Schools, conveying Hm
Excellency’s concurrence in the. foregomg recommendations,

No. 5.—~Letter from the Chief Superintendent of Schools to Her Majesty's Pmncxpal Secretary of State for
the Colonies, soliciting the aid of Her Majesty’ 8 Govemment in procurm pubhcatxons and' maps
for Public Schools and Libraries in Upper Canada. .

No. 6.—Letter from the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Chief Superintendent of Schools
enclosing 8 Report from the Secretary of the Education Committee of the Privy Council, )

No. 7.—Letter from the Secretary of the Education Committee of the Privy Council to the Under-Secretary -
of State for the Colonies, on the application of the Ohief Superintendent,

No. 8.—Circular from the Secretary of the Education Committee of the Privy: Councll to the Publishers
..of Worka sanctioned by the Committee of Council.

No. 9 --Extmcts from the Cireular of the Secretary. of the Education Committee of the Prxvy Councrl‘

* to the Managers of Public Schools in England and Wales, explanatory of the terms upon which

books, maps, and pubhcatxons can be' furmshed them.

‘ Noruar and Model Schools for Upper Canada. , ‘

No. 1. -—-Proceedmgs at . the Jeremony of Opening the new Buildings of the Normn.l and Model Schoo]s‘

: ~and, Educnhonnl Department (with Engmvmgs) oo o ’
No. 2 ——Results of the First Year's Culture of the Normal School Grounds o e,

No. 8 ——Terms of Admlssxon mto the Normal' School Toronto. . . ‘
No. .-—-General Rulee aud Regulotxons to' be observed m the Normal bcbool s

«
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No. 5,—Terms of Admission into the Male and Female Model Schools in connection with the Normal
School, ‘

No. 6.—Provincial Certificates granted by the Chief Superintendent of Schools to Normal School Students.

No. 7.—TForm of Provincial Certificate of Qualification.

G.

Appresses and Remarks by the Chief Superintendent of Schools on the Systeni of Public Instruction in
Upper Canada.

No. 1.—Address to the People of Upper Oanada on the System of Free Schools.

No. 2.—Encouragement to persevere in the cause of Common School Education.

No. 8.—Permanency and Prospects of the System of Common Schools in Upper Canada.

No. 4.—Question of Religious Instruction in connection with our System of Public Instruction.

'No. 6.—Sketch of the System of Public Instruction in Upper Canada, with Remarks on the Correspondence
and Duties of the Department.

H.

GexzraL Instructions to School Officers in making the Reports and Returns required by the Common
School Acts :

No. 1.—General Instructions to Local Superintendents of Schools on the mode of compiling their Annual
Reports.

No. 2.—General Instructions to Trusteesand Teachers on the mode of compiling their Annual Reports.

No. 8.—Gceneral Instructions to Trustees and Teachers on the Compilation of their semi-Annual Returns.

No. 4.—General Instructions to Local Superintendents in regard to the semi-Annual Returns,
No. §.—General Ingtructions to County Clerks on the mode of compllmg the Annual Return of School
Moneys.

No. 6.—Gencral Instructions to sub-County Treasurers on the mode of Accounting for School Moneys,
No, 7.—General Instructions to Clerks of Cities, Towns, and Villages on the mode of Accounting for School
Moucys.

L

SeLecrrons from the General Forms and Instructions for Executing the Provisions of the Common
School Acts, 13 and 14 Victoria, chapter 48, and 16 Victoria, chapter 185 :

No. 1.Trogrammo of the Examination and, Classification of Teachers of Common Schools preseribed by the
Councxl of Publie Instruction for Upper Canada.

No. 2.—General Form of Certificate,of Qualification for Common School Teachers in Upper Canada, to be
granted by County Boards of Public Instruction.

No. 3.—Form of Notice for an Annual School Section Meeting.

No. 4.—Form of Notice to 2 Local Superintendent of Schools,intimating the Election of Trustees.

No. 5.—Iorm of Notice of a School Mecting to fill Vacancies in the Trustee Corporation.

No. 6.—Form of Notice for a Speeial School Meeting,

No. f7.—Formn of Notification to Trustees of Altemtlon in the Boundm ies of their School Section.

No. 8.—Form of In timating to a Local Superintendent the Alteration in the Boundaries of a School Section,

No. 9.—~Form of Warrant for the Collection of School Fees, .

‘No. 10.—Form of Trustecs' Rate-Bill, :

No. 11, —Form of Collector’s Receipt, ‘ ' w

No. 12.—Form of Deed for the Site of a Common-school Iouse and Teachers Residence,

No. 13.—Form of Agreement besween Trustees and a Teacher,

No. .14.—Creneral Regulations for the Or: gunization, Government, and Discipline of Common Schools in Upper
Canada, prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada :
Section 1. Hours of Daily Teaching, Holidays and Vacations: .
Section 2, Duties of Common School Trustees, © ' o ‘ C
Section 8. Duties of Common School Teachers. ‘ ' ‘ ‘ ‘
'Section 4. Duties of Common School Visitors. ‘ ‘
Scction 8, Constitution and Govemment of Schools in respect to Rehvlous and Moral Instructxon.

. :

. Lm* of Local Supenntendenfs of Schools in the seveml Mumclpnhtleq of Upper ("anuda. !

[ . s ,Ma_,
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ANNUAL REPORT
NORMAL, MODEL AND COMMON SCHOOLS
“UPPER CANADA,
FOR THE YEAR 1852,

i ‘; .
PART I.—GENERAL REPORT.
\\“‘

L |

T0 1118 EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE JANES, BARL OF ELGLN AND KINCARDINE, K 1.,
‘ | GOVEENOR GENERAL OF CANADA, &o. & o o

My 17 PrEASE YoUR ExcELLENOY, - . T
As required by law, I have the honorto submit & Report of the state of. the *
Normal, Model and Common Schools of Upper Canada for the year 1852, and the mea-
sures which have been adopted, down to the date of this report, to bring into operation
every branch of our Common School system, together with such general observations as ‘
the completion of the System and present circumstances may require and' suggest, The
several Tubles which compose the Statistical Part of this report, show a gradual but rapid . ,‘
and gratifying progress ‘in every branch of our Common School System. I will refer . -
toonly a few leading facts. =~ o S

L Scmoor SEcrions. AxDp Souopns,‘—,—TLBLE A.
Table A, page 36, presents the following results: =~ .~ o ‘
‘Y. The School Sections are 3,317—Deing 23 less than in 1851—presenting’ the. grati-
fying fact of the tendency to reduce rather than increase, the number of séhoql{sectiqns.
Of these, 443 'are union sections—that is, sections consisting 'of portions of different
vansl;ips.”f L. L T

2. The number of Schools feporbed is‘13,01‘0—bei‘pg 9, moré\*tlhn-n‘the—e number répprt'eq ‘
the preceding year. - It, is not, however, the number of schools, butb ‘the, number of Pupilg' ‘
‘attending them, the time of keeping them open, and the amount expended 'for ‘thgir" sup-

port; that determines the state or progress of common school instruction.. . |

. b DT ‘m‘ L RS R ey o N T

* The apportionment of school mon'eys to"Union School 'Seétions, the reporting of them, and a'dn‘u"n‘ls‘. L
tration of the law in Fespect to them, is attended with a‘good de‘al_of,incOnvenience,v,‘andk\.vhich is}lnav,oiu:uble‘, o
28 much gréater inconvesdience  would be, experienced by not'. permitting- the’ formation of~Union- School ;
' ! . v e N

T A A P TR oy

. Seotions. :
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8. The number of Iree Schools reported is 901—being an increase of 46 during the
year ; in addition to which, 429 are reported as parlly free—making in all 1,330 that aro
supported, in part or altogether, by a selt imposed tax upon property. The 13th Section of
the Supplementary School Act,* passed in June last, docs not permit the imposing of a
ratebill of more than one shilling and three pence per month for each pupil attending
school ; so that all the schools in Upper Canada are now, in a great measure, supported by
a rate on property—the true principle, and only cflectual mt,thod of cducating all the
youth of the Jand. Sec on this subject the first article in App(,u(h\ G, pqgc 243, ——-bemfr
an address to the people of Upper Canada on Tree Schools.

I1. SGIIOOL Moxzys,—TAnLE A.

The amount of the Lqr/islaz‘[ve Grand apportioned to common schools in 1852, was
£18,723. 18s. 8d.—bcing £303. 2s. 10d. less than the amount apportioned in 1851, The .
amount of the Municipal dssessment part of the School Fund in 1852, was £26,580. 5s.
10J.—being an éncrease on the preceding year of £694. 8s. 4d. The amount of School
Section Assesgmen/s for Free Schools, was £26,132. 15s. 8. —being an advance on the pre- |
ceding year of £6,300. 2s. 1d. The amount of Volunlaw Subscriptions and Rate-bills wasg
£36, ('b‘2 16s.—being an dncrease on the preceding year of £3,105. 6s. 9d. The fotal
amount veceived in 1852 for the Salaries of Teachers, was £113,991. 10s. 7d.—being nn .
increase of £11,940. 18s. 1d. on the amount received for the same purpose’ the precedmv ‘
year. The amount raised for duilding, repaivs, apparatus, §e, ot' School houses, was
£25,094. 12s. 9d.—being an advance on the reccipts of the preceding year, for the same pur-
pose, of £5,759. 14s. 9d. The amount received in support of ot/mr educational institutions,
was £306,989. 15s. 10d.—Dbeing an.inerease during the year of £4,155. 8s. 2d.  The grand
total available (as far as reporled) for educational purposes for the year 1852, was £176,075.
19s. 2d.—being an increase over the yoar 1851, of £21,845. 1s, 0d. The sum thelefore
provided and e\pendcd for educational purposes in Upper Canada during the year 1852,
exceeded thrice the “ gross amount of all local taxes” in 1845, which amounted, according
to the returns, to £55 377. 4s. 1d.—less than onc-half the amount of the taxes and
appropriations for common schools, in 1852, |

IIT. Scroorn PorurarioN AND Purirs,—TABLE B.'

¢

The whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 16 years reported for 1852 ‘
was 262,755—Dbeing only 4,148 more than the number reported for 1851. The wholo
number of puplls reportcd for 1852, was 179,587—being 9,333 more, than the number -
reported for 1851. The number of boys reported as attendmg sclxoo] was 99,264, and -
the number of girls, 80,323." As the number of girls attending the common schools is near]y
twenty thousand less than that of boys; so thc number of girls atlending private schools
is much greater than that of boys. There is, how ever, a difference of 83, 168 between the -
number of children of school age reported, and the number of children reported as attend- .
ing school ; and after the most hbe] al allowance for the number of children attending pm-'f
vate and other schools, there is still the painful and startling fact of more than €0, OOO“
children in Upper Canada not attending any school in 1852,-<a fact-that ought to rouse,
to exertion every. fuend of hum’lulty, good ¢ (rovcrnment and eivilization, until the number’
of children repoz ted asg attcnfhno the schooly, s mll equnl the numbcr of ch11dreu of schogl! :
. age. : :

¥ See Appeiuli:‘c G, page 161.
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- The same Table (B) exhibits the average attendance at school of pupils of both sexes, . .
in wintcy and summer; also their - classification, and . different ‘subjects ‘of s’tudjrﬁ It
evineing a gratifying progress. in all the branches taught, excepting geometry, vocal music; |
and linear' drawing—three subjects of great importance ;—the first and last for practical -
purposes, as a means of mental and artistic discipline, and the second as an instrument of
social culture and enjoyment. ., . - A o

o IV‘.“Boons Used 1 T1E Scroors,—Tasry C. ' ‘

Trom Table C, page 44, it will be secn that there is a Iarge decrease in the use of those
books that interferc with uniformity of text books in the schools,while there is a largeincrease
in the number of schools in ‘which the National School Books are uéed, and the two 'or
three other books which have been approved of by the Council of Public Instruction. - Tt
appears that the National Avithmetics are used in 2,232 schools, and the National Readers
in 2,925 schools. I know of no instance in which so greab o change and improvement has
taken place in the school text-books of & country during so.short a period ; and that without-
compulsion. Itis also worthy of remark, that all those text-books (withone or two exceptions)
are printed in Canada—thus encouraging  domestic manufacture and, enterprise, at the -
same time that the schools are improved. I hope the period is not remote, when we shall
be the publishers of 6ur own school libraries, as well as school text-bools, ‘

It will also be secn from the same Table. ( C) that the Bible and " Testament are read
in 1,890 schools; being an increase during the year of 142 schools in which the sacred .
writings are read—a fact which sufficiently refutes the di’sgrﬁcef’ul calumny, uttered and -
published by ccrtain partizans, that our school system excludes the Hol¥ Scriptures from .
the schools. ‘ | | co L K Co

V. Tracmers, AND LENGTI o TIME TOE SCIIOOLS TAVE BEEN Kerr Orey.—Tanrz D. o

The whole number of teachers employed during the year was 8,388—Deing 111 more
than the number employed during a longer or, shorter period of the preceding year. Of -
this number, 2,541 were males, being a decrease of 10; and 847 were females—Dbeing an
increase of 121 TIn this Table (D) will also be found a return of the Religious : Faith of
all the teachers, except 29 j—a practical refutation of another partizan calumny, that no
inquiry is made as to whether teachers ave Christians or infidels. At no former period of
Canadian HistdTy, was so striet an examination made into the character .and qualifications
of teachers, . o Cel AT .

The general average salaries of male teachers, without board, was £33 06s.,—being an
increase of £4 4., each, on those of the preceding year. The average salaries of male
teachers, with board, was £62 17s.,—being an advance of £27 11s, each, on those returned
the preceding year. ' The average salaries of female teachers, without board, was at the
rate of £52 12s., ind .with board, £82. 1s.,—an advance of £8 5s. each, on those of the
preceding year,* . e - oL

- The same Table shews an incredse Of first and second class teachers, and a decrease in
the number of #%ird, (or lowest) class teachers. According to the returns, there were 435 =
Jirst class teachers, an increase of 57 ; 1,444 ::second class teachers, an increase.of 172; 1460‘ .
third class teachers; a decrease of 87, . But the programme of, exam‘inatioh‘or‘standard“,‘ ;

|

* It should be-borne in mind thut this' general average réturn of salaries of school teachers, includes . .
+ the comparatively high average saliries of teachers'ii the cities, towrs aad villages of Uppcr Canada—many '
of whicliré equal to)£150/per aririum; ‘afid:some’iighier:"" Speaking with ‘cxattngss; | {3
annual saluries of tedchers in Upper Canada‘generally (omitting {ho'citios; '

T L -
4 t
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of quuhﬁcatlons for third class teachers 1s as hlgh (t hough not lugh enourrh) as were thoso

of common school teachers generally in former years.*

‘According to the same Table, the 'wemrre tlme of keepmg open the schools was 10'

months and "1 d‘ws o i o

Owing to the incredsed pemod durmg which thc Schoo]s ha\ e been kept open in the
cities, towns, und villages in Uppcr Canada, the gcneral average time during which the
schools bave been open in the ‘entire Pr ovinee, appears’ longer than it would, were the

cities, towns, and villages omitted. Tth item of the statxstlcs will be best apprecmted by ‘

viewing it in de‘r‘ul as iollo“ 5:—

1. By taking the sum of the averages of countles, cities, towns, and v1llages,—whlch

gives 728 dmded by 74, the number of ‘municipalitics reported—according to which the .
average would be 9 months and 26 days,—or, an average of two duys less; than in my 1ast“

anuual report.

2. By taking the separate average of ‘the countles, and the sepnrate average of bhe‘

gities, towns, and villages—which give, for

Counties, 9'months, and 11 days; ' A total of 19 months and 26 days ;
Cities, towns, and villages, 11 momhs and this divided by 2 gives an average of
1 day: 10 months, and 6 days, - :

3. By taking the scparate &ver'tges of the counties, the cities, the tm\'ns, and the”

villages, thus :—
Countics, 9 months, and 11 days;

Cities, 11 mouths, and 14 days; Total 53 months, and 15 days; Whlch ‘
Towns, 11 monbhs, and 23 days ; divided by 5, gives 10 months and |

Town municipalities, 10 months, and 6 days 5 | 21 days:
Villages, 10 months, and 21 days;

v

This mode of taking the average time of keepmg open the schools, is the most mmute, !

and has been adopted in this report.

VI. Scuoon Visirs, Luorurzs, AN Scuoorn Houses.—Taszz E.

The school visits indicate the intercst, in this respect, in the progress of thé schools, ‘v

evinced by cach of the classes of persons mentioned.

1. The number of school visits, by local supennbendents, was 8,956¥—Tncreaée’23, and

very nearly an average of three visits during the year to‘each school ;. by clergymen, 2,601

noble exceptions (o the general rule) siiould be stated (us will be found on pnge 47 of the Statxsucul part of’

tlus Report) to be as {ollows t-e
In the I’w al D:strvc(a of Upper C’anada. ‘
Averarfc Annual Salaries of Male Teachers with board, covverieaionaae. £386,

Do do do ' do . without do .ivivuiieiirenes £50.
Do do do TFemale ' with Ao vevereieiionie.. 824,
Do do  do do . without, do. «ievvivoriaines £38.
‘  In the Cities. co :
Do do . do Male  without' d0. vever'vrovasens..£109,
Do do . ‘do Female do  do seeerireninen.. £40,
‘ Y the Towna and Villages. ‘ ,‘ o
‘Do do  do DMale . wuhout do Ceetdeesiuereees 885,
Do ' do ' do TFemale -do O, wesnreneninrives £83 o

B Makmw the gmeral uvernge for-the entire hoft ovmce, as stated on page. 48 of the Statmt:cnl Repor
- 'SoeAppenduI.,No.l.page287. R RN IR S




RN v O - I

17 Vietorie.  Appendix(B) A 1854

—decrease, 215! by municipal councillors; 1,382 —increase; 16 ; by mwistrutos, 1,263
increase, 152; by ]udn'es and members of the legislature,. 79 —inctense, 22-; by trustees"
and others, 20 ,9 kL—increase, 2,616, Total number ot school vmts duunrr the yes.r,
85,164—increase 2, 556 o ‘

. 9. The lww requires euch local supermtenﬂent to deliver in each scbool sectlon under
his charge, “dt least once a year, a public lecture on some subject connected with the
objects, prmclples, and means of practicdl cducation.” The niumber of lectures delivered’
by local superintendents during the year, was 2, 037——.'1 rlecre'tse of 119, and 780 Zess than
the number of school sections roported ! The county returns will show i in which countiés *
the omissions of duby, in this respect, have occurred. , The number of ]eetures on educa-

‘tion dehvered by others tlnn local supemntendents, was 95——decreaso 7. '

8. The munbe) of school howses built dumnw the year, was 199, of which 18 were‘
brick, 18 stone, 78 frame, and 85 log. ' The whole number of school- housee reported was ‘
3,008, of u}uch 127 were bmck, 160 stone, 1,249 frame, 1 4:‘77 log, and 40 qot. reported

4. -The amount reaewec? fbr bml(lmy schoolhowses durmfr the year,was £19, 035 11s. 4d.
increase :£6,008. 14s. 10d. The amount recewed jbr the repairs and rents of sckoal-howses, ‘
was. £4,988. 9s. 9d.—increase £556. 13s. 9d. The tofal amount received for-the building,"
repzurs, and rents of school-houses was' £24 024. 1s. 1d, ——mcrease, £6, oG5 8s. 7d ‘

. VIL —-—Mus, Armnub g, AND Lmnmm:s —TABLI} I‘

In 1851, the schools were provided with no less than 2,027 maps. of the Woﬂd anclA
continents. OF course, so large a number of this kind of maps could not be required:
every year, though the number procured in 1852 amounted to 1,692—835 less than' the’
preceding year. - The schools were supplied with 663 maps of Canada, an increase of 597;
other maps, 14o4', an increase of 522. The total number ‘of maps of different kinds m:

the schools, in 1852, was 3,809, an increase of 1, 014—more than one-fourth of the whole . -
- number. Conmdereble additions have been made to the apparatus of different kinds in
the schools, ulthounh the agg regmte sum e\pended for this purpose is £466. 14s.7d. less in; -
1852 than.in'-1851; it being 111 the latter Vem, J31 533. 7s. 3d and m the former,
£1,066.12s. 8d. o “

A few libraries are reported under the head of Common School Lzln aries, w vhich are |
voluntary associations, as no legal’ steps bad been taken, nor appropuutmns made, for the '
establishment of such libraries. The returns under this head appear to be very imperfect,:
as the mnount reported to have been expended is only £85. 19s. 1d., wliile the number of -
libraries repmted as havmo been established, ‘was 48, and' the number of volumes pur-
chased, 3,146.  The returns, however, indicate a desire. to procure books for re adlnrr y
means of associations,'in antwlpotmn of the regu]atlons and provmons which’ hzwe smce
been’ made to establish and provide public school libraries throughout the provirice. '

The number of Stirday y School libraries reported was 861 increase 177 number of ‘
‘ Yolumes, 124,031, increase, 27,945. -

" The. number of publw libraries reported was 141 mcrease 45 number of volumes,
37 679, increase, 791L. O ' st

" The total number of libraries of dlﬁ'erent kmds reported was, 1 045-—-mcrease, 17.1 ;:*

total' number of volumee 164 147——-mcrease, 33 213 b "

R
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upon the progress-of the public common, school system, except to strengthen it by takmg

'

away all pretext of grievance from any qum ter, and dwarmmrr oppos1t1011.

VIII.—Cornnrons, GrAMMAR Scioors, Acmn MTES, AND PRIVATI: SCIIOOLS.-——TA'BLE G.

Ag no legal provision existed for procurmrr returns from colleges, grammar ‘schools,
&c., the mformntlon respecting them given in this table (G) has been compiled from dif-
ferent sources—some ot them official. The statistics, thounrh below tho truth, present,
upon the whole, an encouraging view of the progress of all the educational ingtibutions of
the country. '

IX. NORMAL AND" MODI:L SCIIOOLS.—-TADL‘D .

In Table I, page 62, will be found the statistics of the Normal School durmg each of
the nine Scssions from its first establishment, in 1847 ; and Table 1 presents an account
of the receipts and expenditures of the Normal and Model Schools for 1852. The note on

page 64, furnishes a brief explanatory view ol the progress andyworking of these Institutions,

The Buildings are completed; the grounds have been brought into a state of
cultivation; and No. 2 in Appondix F, page 232, presents the results of the first year’s
agricultural operations. ‘

The Buildings and Premises are by far the most commodious and elegant of the. kind
in America;* nor do I know of any one cstablishment of the kind in Europe which
embraces all the conveniences and appendages connected with this. Yet thé purchase of
the ground (a square of cight acres), preparation and first year’s culture of it, the erection
and completion of the Bmldmva, have cost ouly £25,000.

The constant increase of Student-teachers at the Normal School, the notices by the
pross of their public half-ycarly examinations, and the demand for Normal School Teachers

in every part of Upper Canada, sufficiently evince the success and importance of the o
Instibution. T have sought to ascertain how many Teachers trained in the Normal School -,

are now engaged in tmchmn‘ and have given the result in Table D; but have been able’

to suc :eed very partially, as the only means of information was the pcrqonal Jknowledge of

Local Superintendents—the Teachers trained in the Normal School obtmnmg, until the .
current year (1853), their certificates from County Boards, the same as other teacher and \

not distinguished from them.
There is now bubt one opinion qmong all classes as to the great 1mport‘mce and.

advanlage of teachers being trained, in order to being'properly qualified for their profession..

[

X. StaTE AxD Procrrss or EpvcarioNy 1N¥ Urrin Cawapsa~—Tasre K.

Table I, page 65,‘1;resents a stalistical view of the rosults of the Common“School‘

system since 1846; and Table L, page 66, cxhibits the state of educalion in Upper

Canada, as connected with the colleges and schools of every description, in the years 1842,
1847,71851 and 1852—embracing a period of fen years—and during which, it will be seen,
' (though there was mo increase in the Legislative approprmtlons) there has been 'an

‘advance of ‘more than a hundred and Ji ifty per cent. in the number of pupds attendmg the -,
schools, and the means provided for their support ; besides great improvement in the books L
used in the schools; the length of time of keeping them open ; the, character and: furmture o

of the school- houaes the quuhﬁwtlons of teachers, and mebhods of matructlon. ‘

'

C . f . ' ' . RN

: hd Seo‘ll?mgraviugs/on pages 216 and 218. '+ oot ey
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XT."EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS' oF LOCAY, SUI’ER‘INTENDENTS AXD BoaRrDSs OEV“‘
o ~ ' Sowoon TrusteEs., | I

In Appendix - A, pages 67-138, I have given extracts from thc‘. ?epo'i'.tys of"‘Lolc’nl
Superintendents and *Boards of School. Trustees in the several mllnlclpallt1F§. ".’I‘he‘so ,
extracts furnish the best practical exposition I can present, of the actual workings of ‘the
school system among the people ;' the'obstacles it encounters ; the triumphs it is achicv-
ing; the wants of the people, and the noble efforts they are almost everywhere making
for the education of their children; the value of Local Inspéctors and County Boards
for the examination of Teachers the‘ h])l)reciqbio11 and suceess of Normal School Teachers;
the amazing improvemeuf: of the sclio@]s in cities, towns, and villages,~—in which, o fcf,iv j'ea;‘s
since, there was searcely the semblance of a good common school house, or respectablo
common school ; but in which are rising up, as if by magie, commodious and well-furnished
schoolhouses, with excellent teachers, and becoming the resort of the children of' all clas.
ses of citizens. I know of nothing equal to the progress ‘of the tommon schools in our
cities, towns, and villages since 1850. ’ AR L o

v

I have now finished my remarks and references relative to the operations of the school
system to the end of 1852, I will next state what has been done since, in order to remedy ., -
the defects of the school law of 1850, and establish Publie School Libraries, "

v

XII. . RECENT, AMENDMENTS .OF THE Scioorn Law, . s

The School Act of 1850 professed to lay the foundation of a general school system— o
repealing all preceding school acts, and containing’ many provisions. which had not been .*
introduced into any previous statute. Some of these provisions were general—adapted to
an abnormal state, and to be filled up or modified as experience and the progress of the
system might suggest. The act was not, in my opinion, the, best that, could be devised,
but was the best that the country was prepared for, It has been alien to my views ‘and
feelings to atbtempt to force anything upon the country. Though in my first R«}Jq%t on
a System of Public Elemenlary Instruction for. Upper Canada, published in 1846, I
explained all the principles, and elethents and provisions which appeared to me to be
essential to an efficient system of education, I have not attempted to introduce any one
of then‘l"fastgr than I believed they would be accompanied and sustained by the‘éb’pvictions' ‘
and feelings of the public mind. To create and diffuse a sound publie. sentiment oh' the
educitional interests and duties of the country, has been the leading object of the Journal
of Education for Upper Canada, since ibs establishment in 1848. 'Such was'the object of
some of the provisions - of the School Act of '1850—especially that which required the
annual discussion and decision of a public meeting in cach school section, as to the mode
of providing for the support of 'the school, whether by rates or rate-bills. THrd the'law
limited to either method the mode of defraying the expenses of the schools, the ‘results
would not have been beneficial. To have made rate-bill schools the law, would haye been to
make the schools stationary, and leave one-half the population uneducated, To have. -
made fiee schools the laiv, would have beeu in advance of the convictions of ‘the .Iiul;)ljg
mind, and would have resulted in' reaction. and. defeat: But leaving it'a, question for,
annual decision in each school municipality, opened thé widest field' for. discussion' and =
experiment j:the process of which would, of course; be atterided with ma{nﬁi;@pﬁignieﬁféé i
bus would result in the diffusion of useful knowledge, ithe. elevation /of-public ‘sentimerit,
the awakening 6f7;generoﬁsg‘pliﬂil;thfo‘i:y,mmd'plieg“ggtabli's)hin‘égiﬁfof /the just;

o
" Lt

/
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the patriotic. The nature of this strnggle is portrayed in the extracts of the local
supeuntendenta reports relerred to, and the issue of it is clearly foreshadowed. The
opinions expressed in county school convoublous held throufrhout Upper Canada during

the early part of this year, (Appendix B, pages 138--160) ahow how decp and Wlde-spre'ld

is the conviction, that to make Upper Canada a country of educated people, we must nmke :

it a countr 'y of FREE Scuoows.

Three years® experience by the country, has tested the School Act of ISoO and while

that experience has fully vindicabed aud established its general I‘nnmplcs and provisions, "
it has, al the same time, shown hat additions and modifications werc required 'in the -

details. Mo provide for these’ felt necessities, and, as the result of ]mge consultation, the

¢ dct Supplementary to the Common School Act of Upper Canada® was passed in June
of the current year, providing gr catly 1ncxeased facilities for municipal councils, trustees
and local superintendents, in the performance of their duties, simplifying some provisions'

of the School Act of 1850, enlarging others, and adding considerably to the school "~
qpproplmtxons for Upper Canada. A copy of this supplementary act, together with .

copics of the circulars accompanying its transmission to the local school authorities, will
be fonnd in Appendices C and D, pages 161—189.

As o partial respouse o the growing convictions of the country in favor of free o

schools, the 18th scction of the Supplementary Act (while it provides for the cstabhshment

of free schools,) prohibits the imposition of any rate-bill “ exceeding one "shilling and,

threcpence per month for each pupil attending the school.” The imposition of a rate-bill -

at all, depends upon the vote of the majority of the frecholders and houscholders present

at the annual meeling or a special meeting called for that purpose. The sum or sums .

required to deh'ay thc expenses of a school, over and above the amount of this small rate- -

bill and the school fund apportionment, must be provided by a rabe on all the taxable -

property of the school scetion. It is not, therefore, possible to impose bigh rate-bills as

in former years, aud thus embarrass trustecs, aud even shut up the schools—as was done'

in some instances: The discussion of the question is divested of much of its' abpeuby and
inconvenience, by being narrowed to the simple alternative of imposing, or not imposing,

a rate-bill of one shlllmg and threepence, or Jess, per month for cach pupil attending the
school. S

Here is also afforded the fairest opportunity of testing, by esperience, the questié)n," |

as to whether the imposition of the smallest rate-bill is compatible with the universal
education of youth ; or whether it will not be the means of leaving, uu{nughb great numbers
of that very class of the population to whom it is most important aud 1 necessary to hold
out every possible inducement to attend the schools. I am persuaded, that in' the course
of a single year, or two ycars at.most, a suflicient number of facts—from actual esperi-

mcut-\x ill be colleeted to sct at rest the question of & free or rate-bill school, under any l
couditions, and to Justify final legislation on the subJect The stoutest opponents of free

schools cannot but adwit the fuirness of thus giving their cherished system of rate-bills
the most advantageous trial that they, can ask for it. Of the result of this last experiment

of rae-bills, in comparison with free schools, I have no doubt. It will surely be to sever -

. forever the elevating agency of education from the degrading brand of paupemsm—-to

educate no ¢hild as a pauper, and a neighborhood ¢ harity, but to educate every child'as-a .
free citizen, and upon the ground of natural right and public’ duty—to inflict upon no
child the curse of ignorance on account of  his misforbune of: poverty, but to soften the

1u<medness of his lot and lessen, the sotrows, of his lonely condxtlon, by gwmg lnm the
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the light of knowledge as free as the light of heaven, and develop -the cutire intellect of
the country, as the txue means of developmo Aits entu'e wealbh and-achieving its noblest
destination. w b o o

" The cities of Toronto and Hnmllton, several towns ‘and -villages, and nearly 1000
school sections, have uniurled the banner of free scbools, with the motto mscr1bed—-—
« EDUCATION FOR ALL AT TIE EXPENSE OF TIE PROPERTY OF ALL;” and they are
already presenting the first.fruits of a principle so sublime and a spirit so ‘p'lt!‘lotlc, in tho
erection of noble school houses and the organization of t}hronged schools, whose penodmal
examinations are already becommv epochs of lively, interest in the annual history of their
municipalities. What is tnkmg place in our chief cities will, I trust, be w itnessed in the
remotest municipalities of Upper. Canada—the éhildren ot “the rich and the poor meetmg
together,” .and .under the protection. and blessmv of God “the: \/I'xlxcr of them all ;”
imbibing the first elements of knowledge at the same fountain, commcncmg thc rice. of |
life upon equal terms, and cu]twatmv fcelmgs of mutu'tl respect and sy mpathy, “hxch

while they in no .respect intrude upon the prov1dent1al arrangcments of order and rauk in
society, divest poverty of its meanness and its ‘hatreds, and wealth of its amogtmce and its -
selfishness. Coe ‘ !

XIII —ESTABLISEMENT or PUBLIO Scn00L LIBBARIES

Public school libraries constxtute the lust branch of the system of pubhc elemeubary
instruction that remained to be established ;' and thls has been accomphshed since the
publication of' my last annual Report. o ‘ 1 \

To establish these, libraries upon, the right. foundauon, a,nd in'a ‘manner best calcu- C
lated to render them perma.nently successful a.nd extensively useful, requived much delib-

eration, care, and preparatory’ labor. In the noble examples of those states of the
neighboring republic in which public school libraries have- been established, I have’ found
as much which I thought should be avoided as 1m1tated In all, thmr sy stems of pubhc
school libraries, there is one prmctple which I think is essentm] and which should inva~
riably be' adhered to,—that is, the principle of ‘granting public aid upon, the condition of
local exertion, and of making the bestowment of the former, instrumental in the develop-,
ment of the latber. - But in addltnon to the recognition of this principle, I have deemed
it essential in'a national system ‘of public school libraries, to prov1de for the accomphsh-
ment of the followmg obJects - L ‘ ‘ :

1 - The preventlon of the expendlture of any parf: of the hbrary fund in the pur-’
chase and circulation of books havmg & tendency to subverb pubhc morals, or vxtxate the
pu'bhc taste. oo o ‘ ‘

ity

2 The protectlon of local partles ugamst 1mposmon, by mterested 1tmerant book
venders, in regard to ‘both the pnces and character of books mtroduced mto theu-
hbranes N c e oy N

8. The placmo' of the remotest mumcxpahtles upon an equal footmo wﬂ:h those ad}om-
mg the metropoh in rega,rd to the ‘terms and . facﬂmes oﬂprocurmg books, with .the:
single exception of. them transmxssmn-whwh ‘isinow: becoming. safe and easy ‘to all. parts
of Upper Canad&. , : ‘ - : W

R ST

‘x‘l ’

e Ll

4’ The(selecnéﬁ, prOOWhg, and. rendermg equa.]ly acceptable.tmall‘ he schoolu mu-w,
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_lowest prxce, do the prmcxpal part of. furmshmg the lxbrmes."

nicipalities of the land a lar rge variety of attractive and instructive reading books, and

that upon the most economical and advantageous terms.*

5. The removal of ull restrictions upon local exertlon, either as to the sums ralsed .

or the manuer of raising them, whether in ‘a ‘school sectlon, or township; or county, and'

the encouragement of such exertions, by ]noportlomng, in all eases, the amount ‘of public

aid to the amount raised bv loeal cffort,

These objects I have endeavoured to keep steadﬂy in view; and’ l;he measures I 'have

adopted to accomphbh them, will be found detailed in the copies of correspondence and.
papers contained in Appen(h\ E. The measures include, 1. My proceedmg to Great Bri-.

tain and the United States, and the arrangements I made there for procuring books 1 upon

the most advantageous terms. See correspondence Nos. 5 t0'9, Appendix 'E, pages 211-

215. 2. My visiting the various ‘counties of Upper Canada, and conferring publicly in -
each of them on ‘the subject, thus ascertaining’ the views and wishes of all parties con-
cerned. See the resolutions adopted at, these county mestings, in'Appendix B, _Dages
140-160. 3. The principles-on which books have been selected for the libraries, the regu-’

lations for their management, and the circulars “éxplanatory of ‘the conditions and modes .’

of their cstablishment. See Nos. 9 to 15 in Appendix D, pages 190-203.

Such are the steps which have been carefully pondered, and successively taken, for the |

establishment of this last, and in 'the judgment of many, most important branch of our .

system of public elementary instruction; and under the operations of which, all the muni-

cipalities of Upper Canada will, 1 bave no doubt, be supplied in the course of a few years,
with cheap reading in every depu,rbment of useful and entertaining knowledge. .

XIV. Gmnmn REMARKS ON THE Scmoot, SysrEm.
The ‘whole of our system of clementary instruction bemg now developed and brought

into operation, it may be proper to make some remarks in eiplanation of its general -

principles, and in justification of certain of its provisions against attacks which have been
made upon them from different quarters.

For a brief sketch of the-origin and outlines.of the system, see No. 5, Appendlx G y.

page 267. Tn addition to the sketch referedlto, I may observe that;—

1. Our system of public elementary instruction is founded on the voluntary codperation
with the Executive Government of the local municipalities—the members of whose
corporatlons are elected by the freeholders and householders. Burke has well said, that
it is the first problem in legislation to- determine “what the State;ought to take upon

ltself to- direct by public w1sdom, and what it oucrht to, leave, with' as little interference.as

posmble, to individual exertion.” In our system of public instruction, the Legislatdre '

does not levy a farthing of school tares. These are excluswely levied by local municipalities

over whose proceedmgs no compulslon or otherr influenice is exercxsed “than the oﬁ'er of

Seads e ie. arkla e Ju L3 M

* The following is an extract of a letter from a highly intelligent gentleman in the city of New. York,
dated 22nd February, 1854, and received while these pages were pnssmg through the press i—

* *You will'perrit me to add that I* regurd‘that féatiire in' your enterpnse, “which' places ‘the selection of

llbrary books for the people in'the hands of ‘an mtellinrent 'organ, whose' ]udgment is ﬁnal lis'far’ in advance

of the state of things among usij-—except in ‘Tndiznayandrrecently: ‘in‘Ohio—wliere, Ithink; ‘the?sdme plan.

has been adopted. With most of our states, who have appropriated funds for hhrary purposes, the -selection,

of the books is left to trustees appomted by the dlﬂ"etent districts,—many of whom are not qualified for thexr o

work; and” consequently, the’ travellirig: pedlars "who lest/offer: the hlghésdf’ahd mosc dhoWyabboks, At the
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pecuniary assistance on the condition of local exertwn There is, therefore, no such thing =

as a State school tax in Upper Canudw—all the rates for school purposes bemg lev1ed by
local municipalities. R

2. The standard of the quahﬁcatmns of’ teachers is determmed by Provmcxal outhorlty i
but the direct and immediate management of the schoo]s is by the people themselves,
through their elected trustees. : ‘

3. The youth of all classes of the populatmu have equm accoss to the advantages of ‘
the schools'; the rehgxous fzuth of all is equally protected and the mterests of all equa]ly
consulted. ‘

Our system of publlc elementary mstructlon is, therefore, stnctly popular and
national. The people voluntarily tax themselves for its support ; they manage the’ schools
themselves the Department of Public Instruction is an agency to assist their exertions,
not, to supersede them." * The mere working of the system is a powerful means of popular
educatron—tmmmg the minds’ of the people to thoughtfuhless and provxdence for their

offsprmg ; to proper standards of thinking on public questlons and to the best modes of

action in regard to the highest social interests of man.' Executive compulsron is ahen to
the system ; it is'a country educating’itself; and in its workings are witnessed all the o
struggles and trmmphs charactenstlc of a popular progressive c1v111zat10n oo

XV OBJECTIO‘IB 'TQ THE Scnoon Srsmm ‘ o

I will now advert to some obJectlons thch have been made agamst the school law and
the existing school system :— . ¥ \ S ekl

1. Oljections of certain opposers of the Separate Sclzool clauses of the Law —The first
objections which I'shall notice, relate to that feature of the school law which permits, under
any circumstances, the establishment of a Protestant or Roman Catholic separate school,

On the theory involved in this provision-of :the law, or on the policy of introducing it
in the first place, I have notlung to say. But it is my deliberate and decided opinion—
greatly strengthened by the experienge and observatlon of the last year or two—that the
abolition of tlus provmon of the school law would greatly 1mpede the adv ancement of the
system, and do injury to all parties concerned .and T entreat every friend to the contmued
and unparallcled prospenty of our school system, to abstmn from ‘all agltotlon xmd
opposition against the provision of the school law for separate schools. I thinkit necessary,
and but respectful at the same time, to-give my reasons for this oplmon and counsel

1 Let it be observed, that-it is' only when:the teacher or teachers s are Roman" Oathohcs, '
nhat a Protestant separate school can be established, and only when the teacher or. teachers -
are Protestants, that.a Roman Catholic separate school can ‘be established. : When once ‘
established, . each ' school.can be continued, as: long as the pmtles estabhshmg it -shall
comply with the requu‘ements of the law. ‘ ‘vf‘ e S t '

2. This provmon for separate schools was ,mtroduced mto the school law in 1841, and
has been continued in each of the four school acts which have smce been passed by the
Tteglsla,ture : : :

3. This and all the other  provisions of the school law, have been. con51dered from tune '
to time, as unconnected mth parby pohtlcs or pohtlcal parties. Tt 1s‘ 8 smgular fact that ‘
four of the fiye school acts’ by means of, which our s¢ ool system has ; ’

us "
O T J T &

‘ our § .
ped and' sustamed,*were brought“mto the Legxsla.ture, a.nd passed under the auspmes of“ o

T

W REN .
P LY




‘I7~Victoriaz.‘ | | “Ap"pend'i”x By - ~A’.‘18,54'.

four different administrations of government. E\laeci'll]y in 1850, when the whole school
law underwent the most careful scrutiny and reyision, and was placed upon its present ‘
foundation, it was agreed by the: ]eqdmg men of diffesent political parhe that the interests
and politics of paities should not be allow ed, in any way whatever, to influence the con-
sideration and interests of the school system. To that fact, and to the influence of tke
noble qumple thus given, upon the country at large, is our school system Jargely mdebted
for its unrivalled success. I deprecate any dcparture from such a course; 1 deprecmte ‘

making this or any other provision of the school law, a political party watchword, or a
“ pl-mk " in a political party “platform.”  The bitterest enciny of our school system could
not devise a more effectual method of impairing its usefulners and impeding its progress,
if not ultimately subverting it ‘ﬂtogether, than by drawi ing it into the’ vortex of politlcal ,
partizanship, and engulphing it in the \\hlrlpool of pohtlcal passions, and sectarmn ani-
mositics, .. o

4. Tt is at variance with the prxucxples of sound ]emql'xtwn and nrovernmcnt; to deprive
any class of persons of any: 1whts or privileges (\\hether rightly or wrongly conferred in
the first instance) from the possession of w hich no public evils or wrongs ‘have resulted.
Now no evils have resulted or are likely to result from the legal provision for separate
schools. Though this provision has been in, emntence twelve years, the number of separate’
schools, both Protestant and Roman Catholie, never exceeded 50. According to the last
official returns, their number is only 25, of which four are colired, three are Protestant,
and eightecn are Roman Catholie. Were they twice as numerous as they are, they W ould
not; affect the general operations and success of the school system. That system never
had so strong a hold upon the pubhc mxnd, and never was so proqperous, as at the present
time, If the existence of the provision of the law for separate schools has not subverted,
nor weakened, nor impeded the progress of the school svstem during twelve ye ars of its in-
fancy and wealkness, it is absurd to suppose that that 1 provlsxon mll endanger the system
now that it has acquired strength and maturity, and is becoming iuterwoven with the .
warmest sympathies and dearest interests of the people generally o Lo v

'

. 8. The existence of this provision for separnte ﬁchools, while it § is practically harmlcss ‘
to the school system, prevents opposntlon and combinations which would otherwise be
formed ngainst it. Were there no such provision, how easily could the whole of one large
religious persuzmon be m*ou«ht up into vehement opposmon to the school system;’ how‘
readily w ould individuals and small sections of other parties of the commumby, unite w:th
such an opposition upon similar grounds, but with opposite objects in view ; how prompt]y
would a large number of persons in every county, opposed, upon selfish grotnds, to all
school rates on property, rise up under the pretexts of religious zeal against “ state school-
ism.” In such circumstances, the school system would indeed be in danger, if not speedily -
overthrown. The cxistence of the provision for separate schools, averts' such opposition
and renders such’ combinations impossible; it furnishes a safety valve for the'explosion
and evapomtxon of those ieolmrrs which would otherwise be arrayed against any national

school system. The exemptmn of our school sysLem from such opposmon and combinations
for its subversion and overthro“ has no doubt contributed to’ 1ts more rapid growth and
wider success. ‘ ‘

6. The existcrice of the provision for' sepnrate schools has, in my opxmon, averted and
does avert, evils from other partiés—parties among whom the few separate schoo]s,clneﬁyv
exist. We have on]y to look to other states and countnes to ﬁnd examples of: prolub t
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‘ by ceelesiastical authority, to the youth of a.large portion of the commumtv from attcndnm
the pubhc schools at.all, because of theu‘ alleged danger to religious faith and momls, and
in consequence of such prohlbxtxons, many thousands of'y outh have been seen growing up de-
prived of all school education ;—it being mamt‘uned that it is better for our youth.to grow
up without abl]lt\' to read or write, than to have their 1e]1rrmus faith corrupted or endan-
gered, I*rom oflicial intimations given, there is every reason to belicve that such prohibi.
tions would be made in Upper Canada, as they have, indeed, been made in, several places.
The result would be the growing up amongst us of many thousand youth wholly uneduca-
ted, and mveterqte]y hostile to their fcllow citizens of other religious persuasions. But
with the provision in the law for the establishment of separate schools, those ecclesinstics
who prohibit the youth of their ﬁocks from attending the public schools, are morally and -
literally compelled to see them provided with other .schools; and where they neglect or .
fail to do the latter, they cannot ‘honorably prohibit youth from the advantages of the for-'
mer. Thus does thxs provision of the law afford a protection, aswell as means, {or securing
to great numbers ‘of youth a school education of which they would otherwise be deprived.

Rellolous mmontles in school mummpahtxes of LO“er Canada ‘have the protec-‘ ‘
tion aud alteruatwe of a aepqmtu school, and those minorities (bemg there chleﬂy Pro- .
testants) attach importance to this provision. 'Religious minorities in Upper Canada,
whether Protcstant or Roman Catholic, canuot be fqlrly denicd that relative. protecblon or
right which, under the same lefrlalaturo, they enjoy in Lower. Canada ‘

8. The most and, in my opmwn, only effectual method of cnusing the'ultimate dlscon-‘ ‘
tinuance and abandonment.of- sepamte schools is to retain the exisling provision of the
law on the subject. That provision secures. all 4hat is granted to the dlssentmg mmorlty ‘
of any municipality in Lower Canada; all that can be equitably askéd for by such minor-
ity in any municipality of Upper Canada. I do mot think the 'grounds on which sepa- |

rate schools are established, are valid ; I do not think there i é any reasonable neeessity for
such schools ; I think ke the law pvov1des amply for the protec on of the religious faith'and-
morals of all classes in the pubhc schools ; I think those who establisly ‘separate schiools
voluntarily and needlessly place themselves and their children at a dnsndvantqge in'regard
to sound education and in relation to the community at large ; I think it is’ 1mp0551b1e to
‘make; as a general rule, the separate schools as efficient and cheap as the pubhc schools ; I.
think no other schools can stand long in competition with the public free schoo]s, especx-
ally in our cities, towns, and villages., But it isfor the parties: concerned to judge of their
own interests and mdnnatmns, not me. I am persuaded nothing but actual czperlment ‘
will satisfy them; and I am equally persuaded that that e\pemmenf the longer and more
extensively it is tried, will: produce only the deeper and wider conviction as to the 'disad-
vantage and inexpedience of separate schools: ‘Experience and ob:ervatxon will teach the
part‘,les concerned, that their fellow citizens of other religious ‘persuasions ale not the un-
- believers and dangerous characters they are represented to be ; that they have ) more inter-
ests and feelings in common with them, than in-opposition to them ; ‘that i;he tbndenues
of the age, and of all the institutions and enterprises of our: countn y, are to co«)peratlon

‘and union among all classes of citizens, rather than to ‘isolation and" estranvement ﬁ'om ‘

each.other ; that there is no part of the civil and social economy in which this general co- . L

operation and unity are more 1mporta,ut ard, advantaweous to-all pames, thdn'in the men- ‘}
‘tal, development -of the whole youbh(‘ul popula,txon of the country, and the dlﬁ‘usmn of"
'general. knowledge ; that as all situations of” public- trust and emolumenb ‘i our countr ‘
are: d1rectly‘ or.; mdxrectlv dependmg upon*the electnve vmce of the peop]e,*every imm“
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inflicting an injury. upon Ins clnldren, who seeks to isolato them from that acquaintance and
‘ lntexcoursc and community of feeling with their fellow citizens, which, in the very nature
-of thmfrs 13 necessary to secure rreneml confidence and favor. These silent and natural,
" but powerful, influcnces and obvious considerations will be more decisive and effective, as.
to the mulblphcntlou and 'perpetuation of separate schools; than all the arbitrary ‘legisla-

tion that can be invoked on the subject. The burdens and disadvantages which are =

volunt'mly cmbraced and sclf-incurred, cannot be complained of as a grxev'mce, and w111 :
not be long regarded as a pr 1\']160‘0 ,

9. But it has been ob]t,cted that by the 4th section of the Supplementary School Act
passed in June, 1853, a new principle has been introduced in regard to separate schools,
and' the public school system is thereby endangered. The fact of the objection is true,
but the inference is false.  The new principle introduced is' that which places the public
school system beyond the reach of danger, instead of compromising it. - This new princi- -
ple is included in a fourfold provision :—First, That no municipal authority shall be em-. ‘
ployed, or municipal tax be applied, as heretofore, in support of any separate school.. '
Secondly, That whatever is raised by local rate for the support of a separate school, must
be levied and collected by and from the parties of the rcligious persuasion establlshmm‘
and sustaining it. Thirdly, That thesc parties must 1nd1v1dua]ly tax themselves for thelr
school in sums cqual to what they would have to pay as a tax to the school fund of their
municipality ; and on this condition alone, and only as long as they fulfil it, are they ex-
empt from the payment of public school tax. Fourthly, That the parties supporting sepa- |
rate schools are not permitted, as heretolore, to interfore in the elections and affairs of the
public schools.  Now, every candid person must admit, that by these provisions, the public .
school system is placed upon a firmer and safer foundation than heretofore, while the grie. -
vance alleged Ly the supporters of separate schools, is effectually removed. They deman-
ded to klmc, not merely in what was held to be the legal school fund—namely, the legis- .
lative school grant,and an eMal sum raised by loeal municipal assessment,—but in a2 mo- -
neys raised f‘o1 school purposes; and complained that they were taxed for moneys, in the

* advantages of w hxch, they could not participate. The 4th section of the Supplementary ,
School Act says, in substance, “very well, you shall not be required to pay any public .
school tax at all, as long as you choose to separate yourqelves from the pubhc schools ; but -
you shall not slme in any municipal assessment for school purposes; you shall not inter- -
fere in public echool elections ; you must 'tax yourselves .in sums equal to those of the
required public school tax, and only so long as you, do so, can you be exempted from the
payment of such tax.”  In regard to this section of the Supplementary School Act, let
it therefore be understood : -—-Fu st, That no separate school can be established or con-
tinued otherwisc than on the conditions and under the circumstances spec1ﬁcd in the 19th

.~ section of the School Act of 1850, and which section is the same as, corresponding sec- -

* tions in the School Acts of 1846, 1843, and 1841.  Secondly 'y; That no part of any municic .
pal assessment can be applied, and no municipal authority or officer can be employed, to

~collect rates fcr the support of any separate school—a great improvement in the school
law as it has hitherto existed on this subject. Zhirdly, That if any persons, whether Pro:
testant or Roman Cathohc, demand a separate school in the circumstances under which it -+

~ may be allowed, they must tax themselves for its support and they must make returns of .

the sums they raise and the children they teach—a regulation not before required, but: ::
rendered necessary in order to make out the school assessmens roll, and to determine the '
collector’s duties, a8 also to know whether the children reportedare of the:religiouspersua-

t
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“sion of the separate school ;—a regulation required balf-yearly of all trustees ef pubhc‘
schools in respect to the attendauce of children at school ; and upon 1 the basis of the returns ‘
thus required, is the school fund hqlf—yearly dxstmbuted TFourthly, That separate schools
are subject to. the same inspections as other common schools. Fifthly, That all ground

-and semblance of complaint of injustice is taken away from the supporters of separate
schools, while they can no longer employ municipal authority and municipal assessments
to sustain them. Swﬂclz, Thet the supporters of separate schools canndt, as formerly,
interfure in the public school elections, while the supporters of the public schools cannot -
interfere in the elections of ithe . «separate schools. If, then, separate schools have not °

hitherto'endangered our school system, there is still less danger of their being able to do .

80, under the Supplementmry School Act, the provisions, of “hlch pub it; out of the power
of any opposers ' fo- shake the foundutlons of the system,or get up a plausible pretext of

agitation against it on the plea of religion or justice. The withdrawment of a few per- .

sons here ‘md there from the support of the public schools, will scarcely be felt by the
people at large—even in a pecuniary sense—while the disadvantage will’ be with the separa-
tists; and the supporters of the public schools in such localities will have the advantage of
promoting the interests of general education, free from the nnpedlments of mternal d1s-
cord and oppos1tlon

10. One other allegation has been made, calculated to exc1te pre]udxce and opposmon
against the 4th section of the supplementary school act in regard to.separate schools. It
hos been represented‘as a.party concession to ecclesiastical demands and Lower Canada
influence. I am.able to assert, from personal knowledge, that no part of that seetxon was
dictated, or suggested, or modified by any public man in Lower Canada, I ean also affirm :
that it was prepared by myself and submitted to the consideration of the Government
without previous-consultation with any member of it on the subject; and I constructed it
according bo what I had previously staled inan official correspondence, which wag npproved
by those whohave most. objected to this provision “of the act.* . The responsibility of
others, whether Ministers of the Orown or private members of the Legislature, avas in
sanctioning substantially that which. was submitted to ‘them ; and in what I submitted, T
yielded to no other influence than of a-simple desn'e to give effect to the already existing

 legal provision for separate schools, in such a way asiwould leave to the supporters-of such

schools not the slightest reasonable pretext of complaint, and yet maintain, unimpaired and - }

secure, the great principles and interests of the public school system. I make these
remarks, not with a desire to relieve any public man from:his just share of responsibility )
in regard to the.school law; orto object to the:freest, expression of opinion respecting it,
butto: prevent iit from  being brought -into the arena «of ;party politics—an.occurrence
which Irshould: ‘regard ‘as. most-calamitous:in the progress of.-our-school system.,

~ Upon the-several grounds, therefore, thus:stated, I think, the existing provisions. of
the:law. respecting separate:schools-should. be allowed to.remain:in the statutes, as:most
promotive of :the- stablhty,;success, and -general , interests, of . theu school system, in the ‘

#0pis possible that the Legxsluture may accede to the demands of mdmduals praymg, on the grounds

~ of conscience, for unresmcted liberty of teaching ; exempting them from all schocl taxes, with & correspond-

ing exclusxon of their chxldren from all. pubhc schools, and leaving, them perfectly free to establish thexr
own schools at thelr own expensc bnt 1 am persuaded the People 6f Upper Canada wnll never suffer them-
aelves 'to'be taxed, nor ‘the machmery of theu' Govemment to be emploved for the bmldmv and eupport ‘of .
denommatlonal schaol honses, any*mote than for denommatwnal p]aces of wm'shlp nnd clergy ”——(Izelter of

the OmffﬁSupermmdant of. Séhoola ifor fUppor Wanada,xto the Roman: Oathohc sthop ofw Toronto. datcd N
}sehmroh, e e e Y ‘
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cxisting stale of society. In the efficiency of that system 1 have as deep an interest and
concern as any other person in Upper Canada, and am, perh'\[ﬁ as favorably situated for
judging as to the real impediments to its progress; and such is the sug estion Itfeel it my
duty to offer. o

2. Objections of Certain Advocates of Separate Schools,—I now address myself to abrlef
notlce of objections from an opposite quarter—objections from some of the promoters of
separabe schools, who, not content with the- existing provisions of the law, (with which,

nevertheless, they had heretofore expressed themselves fully satisfied,) are demanding
further modifications; and as they have intimated an intention to bring this question again
Dbefore the Legislature, it is proper that I should notice it, that ’che members of the '
Legislature, and the public at large, may fully understand the nature and grounds of the
recent and proposed movements. ‘ '

1. Thisalleged as a reason for the fewness of separate schools, that unreasonable obstacles
are upposed to their establishment by the provisions and administration of the law. On.
this allegation I remark, that the time and mode of organizing a separate school section, is"
precisely the same as that of altering any common school section, with the single and‘
only difference that the application ot twelve resident heads of familics of the religious
persuasion of the separate school desired, is necessary in order to its establishment; and
this application is imperative on the parties to whom it is addressed. The apphcatmm of
persons for the alberalion of a school section, and formation of a now one, may or may’
not be complied with, according to the pleasure of the body addressed ; bub an applicationy
according to law, from twelve heads of families in a school division, for a separate school,

cannot be refused ; and there is no mode of procedure required for the election of the cor- ‘
poration for a separate school, which is not required for the election of the school corpora-
tion in every new school section in Upper Canada. The annual elections in both classes'
of sections, are conducted in the same manner, and at the same time. There is, therefore; :
not the slightest foundatiou for the allegation referred to. The allegation that the law:
is administered to the disadvantage of separate schools, as is equally unfounded. In
every instance, with one or two exceptions, where complaints on this subjeet have been:
made, it has appeared that the‘complaininw parties have neglected to pay any regard .to
those simple and nccessary provisions of the law by which school sections of all kmds are
established ; and then when their expectations and wishes are not realized, they ascribe the
fuilure, not to their own irregular mode of' procedure, but to the hostility of the admlms- |
tration of the law. The correspondence of this Department will show how much pains
have been taken to point out to these parties their mistakes, how they might be avoided
or retrieved, and how all the advantages of the law could be secured to them. Before the'
least credit is given by any member of the Leglsl.xture to such. imputations upon the’
administration of the School Law, let the cases on which they are based, be specified, and: .
let the official correspondence of this Department respecting them be called for; and: g O
am persuaded every candid man will be satisfied that all such 1mputatlons are nob only -
groundless, but the reverse of Justlce and truth ‘ '

1

\ 1",‘

2. It has also been obJected to make the reqmred statlstwal returns to the local mumcl- :
pal authorities and a desire has been expressed to make such returns. to the Chief Superm; o
tendent of Schools alone, and - receive directly, from lnm, actmu under the orders of, the '

" Grovernor Greueral .in Couneil, the apportxonment and . paymen'o of moneys .to separat
schools, This would be p]acmg separate schools ina dlﬁ‘erent posmon from any ‘othe




o Vitorie.  Appendix (B) 'A_. 1854'45

‘ schools, would vutua,lly exempt them from all inspection, and theu' returns from all
enquiry as to correctness; for it is impossible that the head of the Departmient can know.
anything as to the fairness of such returns, or the compamtlve half-yemly avemgo
attendance of pupils at the pubhc and scparate schools, without going and examining the

register of the schools and the modes of keeping them ; nor would it be possible for him

to devote the time and labor necessary to perform these duties of . the local superintendents, < -
Wele he even able to investigate and judge of the correctness of the returns made. Unless . @ -
such returns are made to, the loeal supermtendentﬁ, the municipalities will not have the

requisite data to make the exemptions authorized by law. Nothing can be fairer than tho

pxesent system of making the returns of both the public and separate schools; and there

is no reason why the only mode of securing correct returns should not be required of the

one class of schools as well as of the other In any possﬂale case of difference between

the local parties, arising out of these returns, or any’ other question, there may be an . -

appcal to the Chief Supeuutendent of Schools, and afterwa.rds, if need be, to the Governor

in Council.

3. It has been further ob_]ected that the apportnonment of school money to’ the ‘
separate schools should be made accordmo to the number of the religious persugsiong
esbabhshmg them, and not, as at preseut according to the number of children of guch;
persuasion attending them, as compared with the number of c].uldren a.ttendmg the, , publig,
schools. This demand involves legislating for a class or religious persuasion ; it zmmhllates:
individual right of choice, and places the right of every individual of a religious persuasion
in regard to the pubhc schools, and his obhgwtlons as to the separate: schools, atithé dis-
posal of such persons in each municipality as may demand a separate school ; wheréasithe
 law provides public schools for all upon equal terms and under equal proteclnon, and rwilk
separate 10 citizen {from his rights and obligations in regard to these public mstmutlons;

- except by his own volunt“uy\ request and on the fulﬂlment on his part of certain cotres>

ponding conditions. The law has to do with individuals and individual rlghts, notwith"

religions persuasions or ecclesiastical nuthormes ' e 'w;“ o
IRERTENENT I A

It will be seen that each of the three foregoing objections and demands myolven ‘ Y
directly or indirectly the placing of the church above the state, and makmtr the later the »
agent, tax-assessor, and collector for the’ former—a policy repugnant to the principles, of -
free government, and at utter variance with the enlightened spirit of our. country an,d ,
age. These . demands originate from a nabural desire to counteract the’ (hsadvantages
necessmﬂy attendant upon the establishment of separate schools, and to place them in a.
position of peculiar advantage. But as long as a part is less and weaker than .the Whole, .
80 long must those who isolate themselves from public schools and establish pnvqte or,
denommatlonal ones, be prepared to bear additional expenses :md burden for this distific-
tion and gratification. ~ Another reason for these demands is, the new grounds on Whlch
separate schools are advocated, Heretofore they were only desired to meet the pecuhar
circumstances or extreme cases of nmghborhoods, where rehglous blgotry and party spirit
deprived the minority of protection from injustice and oppression ; but, within the last,
year or two, separate schools have been demanded on the ground of theory, mdependent of .
any local circumstances, and upon the ground of avowed hostility to the pmuclples of our °
whole public school system and in this. spirit; the passing of the 4th section of the Supple:
mentary School Act was celebra.ted by the newepaper advoeates of separa.to nchools 8 3

o
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fatal blow to the public school system. When, therefore, modifications in the lmv‘ are
sought for with the avowed purpose of subverting'and destroying the ﬁystcm of public -
schools, the question assumes a new aspect and a new imporbance with all those who con-
sider it the duty of the state to provide for the education of all'the youth of the state.

4. It has Jately been objected that injustice is done to the parties establishing sep'lrate ‘
schools by the present mode of distributing the school library grant, and it has been
insisted that the grané should be distr ibuted to them according to the numbers of their .
religious persuasion, and not to the township and school municipalities, as is now done.
011 this objection and demand, I have to remark,—ZFirst. That these librarics are not
established for denominational, but for general purposes,-——brconcﬁ y. That the ulmost
fairness and impartiality have been cxermsed in the selection of the books,—T%irdly. That
besides my own personal endeavors to procurc as large a variety as possible of the best works, .
adapted to general reading, emanating from Roman Catholic, as well as Protestant, authors, -
application was made to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Toronto, (who is also a member of the
Coungil of Public Instruction,) for a list of historial works, such as he would recommend;
and the historical books, thus recommended, have been inserted in the official catalogue.
Fourthly,—That T have given oflicial notice, that the trustees of sopnrntc schools ‘would .
be aided upon the same terms as trustees of the public schools in the establishment’ of
school libraries. These facts have been kept from their readers by the publications wlnch
have assailed the school system and myself on this subject.

5. I think it my duty ‘to advert here to the manner in which I have myself been
treated by the advocates of separate schools above referred to. During the whole of my
administration of this Depaxtment, I have known ‘neither religious seet nor political party;
I have cndeavored simply to serve my country. The first and only official coirespondence -
which has partaken of a controversiul character, was with the Roman Catholic Bishop of.
Toronto. That correspondence was called for, and printed by order of the Legislative
Assembly; and with« fairness characteristic of French manliness and honor, it was pube
lished entire by the principal Trench newspapers of Lower Canada. The effect was, I

+have reason to believe, a satisfactory conviction among pubhc men generally, if not

2unanimously, in Lower Canada, that I had fulfilled my duties in an impartial mfmner.

But the papers of the same rehglous persuasions, published’ in- the Englich Lmn'uage,
have pursued a vory different course. To those journals T should make no allusion, were"
they not acknowledged organs of certain parties, and had they not been commended by
Episcopal autllomty, to bhe confidence and support of alarge religious persuasion, In.
regard to the course pursued by those journals, I'have to dmw rdﬁ:enfnon to two tbmvs.‘

‘ (1) The invoking of Lower Canada interference in an excluswely Uppeér Ozmada

question,—getting up discussions and petitions in Lower Canada, for: legislation in- the
school matters of Upper Canada. No portion of the Canadian press is more. sensitive and
hostile than those journals, and the parties they’ reprcsenb against auy interference on the |
part of Upper Canadians with the religious and. educutlonal cstablishments of Low er
Canada ; and from the beginning I have avowed the same opinion, and pursued the same |
‘course,-—behevm ‘that an oppos1te course on the palt of the inhabitants of either secbxon :
of Canada, would sever the union of the two provinces, if not produce more scrious ré-'
sults. Yet these journals have commenced the example and advocacy of a course of pro
ceedmg which every friend of wnited Oanada must deprecate, and which, 'if presmted in
is pregnant with disastrous’ coneequences (2.) These journals have not permxtted th el
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’ré:tdc‘rs to sce one paragraph that T had written in the official correspondence above referred

to ; but have systematically misreprescnted the purport ofit ; have assailed me in terms most
 abusive,and still continue the demand for my removal from office: 1t is well known: to every
reader of it, that that correspondence had no reference whatever, (as represented by these
journals) to the existence or non-existence of separate’ schools, but simply to the pro-
portion of moneys appropriated and raised for school purposes, to which. separate schools
were legally and justly entitled. 1If, in the course of the correspondence, T remarked upon
other topies, it was kiown to be'in reply, and in vindication of the impugned - principles,
and charactor and institutions of ‘the great majority of the people of Upper Canada.
Then as to removal from office, I leave, as I always have done, .to tho responsible ‘authori-)
tiesof’ the conntry, the absolute disposal of an office, for appointment to which, or continu-
ance i which, I never made a request, and which I do not wish to fill any longer than'I | ;
can do so to the satistaction, and for the advantage of my country. But I have one request . -
to prefer in regard to myself, and onc in regard to the school law and system, 1o establish
and extesd which so much labor has been bestowed: - - I

The fiest request is, that before even the slightest credence be given to the statements
of the partics roferred to, the official correspondence of the Departmgnt,mny be called for,
when it will be scen whether I.am more entitled to the gratitude or abuscof such parties.
The sccond request is, that before the existing settlement of ‘the separate school question.
be allowed to be disturbed, let the complaining parties specify their charges against the
present provisions and administration of the law, and the facts in suppbrf of such charges, =
andlet a commission or committee of the Legislative Assembly be appointed to investigate .

them. T shrink from no investigation ; I court every inquiry that can be made. o

I should have passed over these attacks in silence, as I have done in regard to manyl‘ Loe
others, were they not made by the organs of certain ecclesiastical ‘parties, and made with
the view of demanding and obtaining further provisions for separate schools, and with the
avowed purposc of injuring and destroyingn provincialsystem of universal education. Under !
such circumstances, I think the objects of these parties in regard to myself and the public
school system should be fully understood. The attacks and efforts of these parties will not,
T trust, induce me o depart one iota from' that course of entire impartiality towards all
persuasions and parties, which I have endeavored to pursue from the commencement, and
which has been repeatedly acknowledged by 1riany'distinguisbed} members of the persua- -
sion of my assailants ; but while I do so, it is equally my duty to guard the public school -
system against all attempts to weaken and subvert e

- XVL REeULATIONS mESPEOTING REntarovs INSTRUCTION AND EXERcises IN TH
’ T - Semoors. S T
Objections to this Feature q}“ the System.—Nothing has been elicited by the experience,
observations,anddiscussions of another year to modify the conclusions which had been adopted,
a8 tothe regulationsin respect toreligiousinstructionand exercisesintheschools, I explained
and remarked on these regulations at some length‘in my last annual report.. T need add but,
litle to what I then stated, and which will be found in. Appendix G to this Report, No.
4, pago 261. In the several petty and personal criticisms which havebeen published on'my =
remarks; T have read nothing to weaken their force; or. that his seerned'to méritnotice, Al
theories. whi‘ch‘trnnsferi to the‘_day‘-schbblm‘aﬁtér,‘jI)étw,eénf the hours of nine 'o’clock in the .

Y I
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morning and four in the afiernoon, durmg ﬁve deS of the week, the obligations and dutxes
which the IIoly Scnptures, the pmmtwe ages of the (;hmstlan Church, and the' conshtutlons '
of all religious persuasiony, enjoin upon parents and clerrry must be unsound and vicious in. -
prmuple, and immoral in tendency. All theories which make the State the servant and

‘creature of the Church is, as all' history demonstmtes, degrading to the former and .
corrupting to the latter. All'thecries which leave any portion of the population without
a public provision for instruction in the elements of a practlcal education, arc at variance,
with the principles and ‘ends of ‘good government, and hostile to the rights and interests
of men. All theories which compe] by human enactment, states or communities of men'in’
respect to forms and exercises of rcligion, infringe the prerogatwe of Jehovah Himself;
trample upon the individual responsibility of man to his Maker; and involve the assumptions
on which liave been based the most grinding politico-ecclesiastical despotlsms and cruel -
persceutions that have cursed mankind and crimsoned the Church of God.:

If the right of local self-government is invested or recogmzod in an incorporated
community, that right is as inviolable in respect to the smallest school municipality as in
respect to the largest Province or State. TFacilities may be provided and recommendations.
may begiven as to the mode of exercising that right ; bus the adoption of such recommenda+
{ions iy at the discretion of the municipality itself. Penalties,in the form of pecuniary losses,
or in any other form, to enforce such recommendations in exercisés of religion, is an .
infringement of a right sacred to every man as a moral agent, as well as to every free
community. This’ pmnclple is 80 obvious, that it was recognized and acted upon in Upper’
Canada, long before the creation of our  present municipalities and the large discretionary
powers with ; which they arc invested. The utmost' that a Proviricial Board of Education -
thought proper to do in those days, was to make the following recommendations, after the ’
passing of the school law of 1816 :— :

1, That the labors of the day commence fwith prayer.

“2. That they conclude with reading publlcly and solemnly a few verses of tho New f
Testament, proceeding reorulfuly through the Grospels. 1 Lo

%8, That the forenoon of each Saturday be devoted o, religious mstructmn.

In those days there was nothmg whatever in the school Zaw on the subject of religiotis
exercises and mstructmn, about ' which some persons talk so much now-a-days ; the most.
intemperate and vicious characters ‘were employed as teachers there was no provision'to ':
give effect to the above rccommendations, or even to put- them in the hands of school’ .
trustees ; they were scarcely known, if known at all, beyond, the columns of -one or two
of the few newspapers that were then published ; no steps whatever were taken to enforco ‘
them ; and every person acquainted with the staté and character of the schools of those,
times, knows that in not one school out of ‘ten, if in one out of twenty, were ‘there dmly
prayers and Scripture reading, or religious instruction of any kind, and that where a.ny~
thing of ‘the kind was practised; il was done at the option of the trustees and teacher:of
. the school. - Let any one compare the above-quoted recommendatlons, with the emstm

 regulations and recommendations on the subject, as given in thé note to No. 4 in* Appen
G‘ to this report, page 261, andhe cannot fail to be ifnpressed with the gross inconsisten
‘of those who, though the architects and advocates of the forme?, are the' assailants ofith
" Jatter as'essentmlly defective and-even *1rrelxgxous' ‘'Perhaps 'a ‘more rem&}'kable -example; !




'
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of bhnd partizanship could ‘hardly’ be selected—an: .example, I beheve, little approved of

ror lts spmt httle pa.rtlelpa.ted in, by ! any cons1demble portwn of the commumty L

Y

. T think; however, it is. desn'able, in addltlon to the emstmg regulatlons and
recommendations, that the Council of Public Instruction should provide suitable Forms of
Prayer, to be used in the schools as may be: desired by the trustees and teachers; and I
trust such Forms will: shortly be prepared, for both the Grammar and Common Schools.
But the use of them, as well as all special rehmous instruction in the schools, must be
at the discretion of the parents and trustees concerned Compulsion on this subject is as
1mpractleuble as it is unreasonable and tyrannical. . Every good man must desire the
largest poss1ble infusion of ‘the prmclples, sentiments, and spirit of Chrlstmmtv m our
schools and in the entire management of the school” 8y stem; and the great lmprovement in
the schools in this, as well as in every other respect, is the. best proof of the wxsdom ofthe

regulations and recommendations which have been made’ by the - Council”of ‘ Public

Instruction in respect to religious exerclses and instruction in the- schools, and which will
be found explmned and vindicated at some length in the Appendlx (@) above referred to,
under the head of « Question of Religious Instruotwn, in connectwn «wztk our 8 Jstem of
Public Instruction.’* . ‘ C e

. P - . L O
. ' . v ’ [ ' i

' Lo \
[

* The London szes, of the 29th September, 1853 in an edltoml article in defence of the relzywua
eaulatnons of the, National System of Edueatlon in Ireland, whloh have beeu adopt.ed in Upper Oanada,

makes the followmg unanswemble remarks

.

“ A sound “moral und literary mstmctlon is sectred w1thout the danger of sectarlan colhswn, and .

opportunities are afforded to the mlmsters of the dlfferent creeds of provxdmg for the epu'xtual wants of their
respective flocks, It is ‘constantly asserted thut purely secu]ar educamon is unbeﬁtbmg to Chnstmns, nnd
that conscientlous‘clergvmen cannot with propmety afford it then' countcnanee and support "The answer
to such objections m—ﬁrsily, that of ‘expediency, such’ bemg the on]y system napable of comprehendmg the
entire mass of the people ; ‘decondly, that it rests mth the mmxsters themselves ‘wheéther' those of their own
creed dre at other times duly provnded ~with . rehglous ms.,ructwn or ot ; und, thu‘oly, a rcference to other
instltutxons, to the | proceedmgs ‘of ‘which the most scrupulous Churchmen have never taken excepmon for,
ifi mqulry is made into the’ course ‘pursued at, Eton and others of our pubhc schools, 1t w:ll be found that t,he
instruction provxded in the’ reoular school hours'i 1s, wn.h the exceptlon of the rendmg of the Greek Testament
for one hour in'the week, purely seculur, and’ “that the re]mous mstructlon ig entlrely leﬁ: to ‘the tutors, in-

.wlidse houdes the boys live, -and ‘who ‘are each at hberty to’ take then' own txme and method of’ 1mportmg '

suéh ingtruction, In poxnt ‘of fact I‘ehglOllS mstructxon is notg at Eton, part of the general school busmess.

This may be right or’ ‘wrong, but’ there certamly is mxt.s pracbxce a conslderable mrmlanty to the plnn of Irxsh ‘

National Education, - ‘We nievér heard of. clergymen havmg consclentlous scruples to the ﬁbon system of
‘¢ducdtion ; why shou],d they ob,)ect so v1olently to a very sxmﬂnr proceedmg in Ireland ?” i “ ) " o

| R r,u
3

.. “The cause of Educatxon, which, ought to"be'entirely distmch from all party arid sectional’ mteresbs" and *
whwb .every wise many <and every good man onglst .to endenvm to promote and per{ect hea: ‘been’ made wnth o
us. one of the-gréat pnzes for sooml and’ pohtncal mﬂuence. «The consequenco of thiig 1e,fto speakf generdlly,
thet thou gh everybody is mterested ubout; educatlon, yet'almost everybody id equolly for more mterestedfin ‘
having it worked for an’ especml purpose. ‘Thls doesvat oﬂce eﬁ'ectua]ly lower the 1des whlch fshou
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“Itbis worthy of remark that although' a few petitions (proposed nnd recommended )
for signature by one or two ecclesiastical d1 “l]ltlll‘lt.s) have been presented to the Legmlatur
in favor of a denommatmnal system of common schools, not a emole member of the

T

we posaess for elevating man ’s nature, and rehevm" ‘his estate, and for ndvnnem« the cause of cwnhzntlon,

it comes before us'in the lmht of a party. mstrument. Tnstead of thmkmn solely how we may secure for our- '
aelves better school bulldxng~, and Detter teuehers, and better appurutus,lnnd how our, methods of imparting, ’
instruction-may be xmproved~ and how greater’ numbers, and for longer periods o( tune, may be brought ‘
mthm the influence of n good education; and how the exerclse of the faculties of the mind, and the cultx-’ K
vutmn of the moral. sense, and of reh"tous feeling, may be more and more encouraged, by beuw reudered
more and more the source of plensure the parties .who, f‘rom the position they occupy in this country,

' lmppen to possess the greatest influence wnth respect to this queshon—-seem to be oocupled inan endeuvor a
to turn the schoolmaster into a kind of 1ecrumnv officer. ’l‘lns double purpo°e in the mind. prevents peoplo '
from gaining a proper understanding of the obJect and nuture of educnmon, which they are thus uncon- ‘
sciously endﬂavonnnr to prevent Many, however, as ore those who are still acting upon these 1deas, we muv'
feel assured thnt all this must inevitably die out'and be forwotcen The interest which is felt upon this sub- '
ject must incvitably lead to the discovery of what ouvht to bo done. - This process is gomg ‘'on rapidly on -
the part of the Church ‘of England. Many of those who see furthesh into this question, and have the most
advanced views on the subject of educ'ttlon are to be found amonvst the clergy chemselves."—Exhac{ from

a Pamphlct ontitled, ©* Why musl we E’ducate the whole pcople " b Y, ‘the Vzcar of Ierstcad ncar Ipswzclz,
England, pnges 24-25. ‘ , ‘

A strong effort has been recently made in some purts of our country, by the Ieaden of one pelmous
persuusmn to withd aw a poruon ‘of the public school money from the general fund and appropmte the
same to estabhxh schools distinetly for their own chxldren where their' own peculiar, relmous tenets mny be
more prommenﬂy pr eqented Moral and rehﬂxous instruction is necessary to sound education. Our schools
will fuil ot‘ producm" the results expected of them, unless such instruction is "there given: Knowled«e is f‘*
indeed power; but, unchristianized, it is often to curse s well'as to bless. , The ends of the government,.['
therefore, requlre that relxglons mstructlon should be given m oux‘ pubhc schools, Yet lt must be remem." i“
bered that the relation of man to God i is a private, personal and sacred oblngntxon. Ttis usurpatwn in. Go- ‘
vemment to interfere, with this relation, except 80 far as 1s‘necessnry, in 1ts own proper ndmmlstrntxon, and %
in preqervmn inviolate the rights and pnvnle"es of all the governed Ttis.the duty of school commxttees to
guard the religious instruction in our schools from degenerating into sectarianism, or becoming such as to' ; [

.gnve to any Christian, whatever may be his religious tenets, Just cause of complamt The text should ev

¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God' thh all thy heart, aud thy newhbor as thyself’ To those, whoever
‘ ‘thev may be, who desire more ﬂpeclﬁc sectarmn mstructlon in the schools, or the estnbhshmenb of dxstmot .
schools for different denommatlons, tha sxmple angwer 19, you must afford thut mstructxon, nnd mamtam
those schools yourselves Government can eupport only those schools and nﬁ‘ord that mstructxon, whlch is free “.~

and appropriate to el within its Jumdxchon Our pubhc schools are free to the chlldren of»forelgners, J‘
equally with, t,hose of our own citizens, But the whole charncter of the mstruct.lon gwem must be. such nndwu

for nny speclﬁc purposes whatever, our school system, which has gwen to our country its strength is brokenE

. up and its glory and usefulness departod ”—-.Annual Report of tlw Pubhc Schools qf .Boatonfor 1853 \pag 3
1920, . *® s
. ' . | L o “v’:'r
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“ Levlslatlve Assembly from Upper Canada., of any. rehglous persuasxou, has been found to -
‘advocate such a’system—an' indication, the most decisive, of the strong and umversal
g sentlments of the people on the subject.

I hxwe the honor to be, . : C
‘ Your Excellency s most obedient '
' . . 0 And most,humble Servant,
o e E RYERSON
Epucuzon OFFICE, ‘ ‘ s
* Toronto, December, 1853 Cl
W ‘ ‘ R
- . . \ N )
Li A . -
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PART II.
STATISTICAL REPORT.

CONTENTS.

Tasze A—School Scctions and Schools—Union . Sections—Free Schools—School ‘\Ioneys, for
Teachers’ Salaries, for Bulldmg, Rent and Repairs of School Houses, and for other Educs-
tional Institutions—Total amount available for Educational Purposes

TasLe B,—School Population and Pupils—Average Attendance—Pupﬂs in the different Branches of ‘
Instruction. ‘

TasLe C.—Number of Schools using Text-Books—Modes of Instruction.

TapLe D.—Teachers—Their Religious. I‘axth-—Averwe Annual Salanes--Cerhﬁcates—\Iumber

Trained in the Normal School and other Instltutxons—-Len«th of time the Schools have
been kept open. ‘

TasLe E.—School Visits, and Lectures—School-Ilouses—Their k‘ind,‘an‘d‘title, and numbor bgilé ‘
during the year—Moneys Expended for Building, Rent, and Repairs;Miscéllaﬁeous

TaBLe T.—Separate Schools—bemmes——Maps and Apparatus—Expenditure for Libraries, Maps,
and Apparatus, ‘ ' ‘ !

TABLE G.—Other Educational Instltutxons—-Colleges, Academw% Grammar, and vaate Schoo]s--"“
Grand Total of E Dducatlonal Instxtutxons, and Amount cxpended for Educntwnul Purposes
in Upper Canada. | R ‘ ‘ AR

Tapts H.—~Normal School~Attendance of Teachers- m-Tmmmg~—-Thelr Rehglous Fmth--Amount ‘
of aid granted them, and the Counties fr om whxch thcy came. . o

TasLe L—Account of the Receipts and L‘xpeudlture for the Normal and Modcl Schools. ‘ ‘\ |

Taswe K. —Progressxve results of the Common School Systcm of Upper Canada since 1846.

TamLe L, State and Progress of T Educatxon in Upper Canada as connected with Universities, Colleges,
 Academies, Normal, Grrammar, Model, Common and anate School:, durmo the years 1842
+ 1847, and 1852 ‘
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37 | Bruce ... B 3 3 56 211 8218 ¢ v R ST 284 18 b 238 10 11 46 7 6 44 18.10 32017 8
8 Middinsox . 136 2L | 198 44 613 1 2 WL 4 ¢ 1219 11 140 7 8 4269 17 3 4044 17 9 29419 6 800 9 8§ 177 00 5047 6 11 :
39 Ll;:nl . 111 1 97 33 47717 0 1426 18 3 1140 17 8 : 96 18 9 3605 8 7 3383 1 7 812 7 0 975 17 6 618 0 0 5189 6 1
40 | Ient .. b 9 | B8 | 28 30115 & 666 1 Y 456 17 11, B 721410 [ 1805 4 9 1702 14 8 0210 1 41917 9 9995 111
41 L:Lmhb(m oSt 4 12 46 20 213 19 4 441 110 3309 1 6913 1 1318 '8 6 123311, 8 © 841610 254 16 8 120 0 0 . 1693 6 2
42 | Bssex, eeireeieees e s | 09 & 46 2k 205 12 6 668 12 3 320 2 4 125 18 4 1745 0 2 1044 0 3 . 100 19 11 2411 9 199 0 0 2188 11 11 ‘
Total. oo 3204 | bt3 (2881 | 861* | 16108 18 O 2613215 8 [ 3361215 8 , 6163 0 8 | 101238 4.2 | 9627810 7 5950 18 ' 7, 16207 17 9 7203 2 0 || 124820 311
CITLES N i . . : '
’]‘m-m_ﬂ:o . 15 | 15 15 608 17 0 745 11 4 YRR 00 0. ‘143 16 1500 9 10 1249 14 1 25015 9 3518616 6 16636 18 ]O 21654 5 1
2 | Hamilton .. | 7 0 28L 0 & 1L 0. 0 34116 8 BN Ceed ven e, 317 1 | 93317 1 TR 8226 0 7 " 2800 0 0 6769 17 8
8] Kiugslon .. vvnes vnnee 11 1t 0 29 5 8 332 0 0 166 5 7 " B LR PYRPPRIN 72111 38 71115 9 1515 6 . 120 0 0 3506 0 0 4368 11 3
Total....... . [ESTTIVTIOPTON 27 33 15 1119 31 1388 11 4 vee v e | GOB 218 7 146 1 6 3161 18 2 2805 611 266 11 3 . 686217 0 22742 18 10 82767 14 0

* Trom the local Reports it appears that, of the 2881 schools in townships, 1290 were supported either wholly or in ! ‘ ‘ [ ) ' }
part by a tax upon property ;—to which may be added the froe schools in cities, towns and villages,—~making 1330 schools ' ' . , o C L
free nud partially free, or nearly 480 more than in 1851. ) ) ’\ | ' :
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TABLL A —«(C’antumnd) STATISTIOAL
SCII00N SCHOOL
SECTIONS
~ AND " o
TOWNSH, SCHOOLS, TEACHERS',
TOWN MUNICIPALITIES, = A = -
AND = — 2 g Amount of | Amountof | Amount of
A z 5 z rlﬁ Amount of Municipal |SchoolScetion| Rate-Bills
D DR S I 2N T X unicipal ch c -
VILLAGES. CE|lamE B3| €T | Legislative
22 2188 s% School Free School and
£3 1S5 | 22| 52 || School Grant. L
SR ER |21 GE Assessment, | Assessment. (Subseriptions.
R R R
NO, TOWNS, .
£ s 4, £ s d £ 8 & £ s d
1| Belleville..oouiiivennnnn, 1 4 & o 8 6 34210 7 Co e
2 | Hrantford ... 1 2 L. e 7 240 410 0 7
3| DBrockville ... G 4 4 64 410 o208 6 3 e
4| Bytown 11 B [ PO 154 11 RUTII N 1280 0
5| Coboury 5 b 7618 124 10 & 25415 3
6| Cornwail. & & 3 L9 w13 2 8 0 0
71 Dundas .. 1 1 6912 | 8200 3 e 8 4 5
8| Goderich .. 2 2 2 6 17 0 0 = 47 6
9] London .. 1 2 1440 1‘) 1 82k 1 0 - e e
10| Ningara .. & 4 66 1708 9 = 100 10 7
11| Peterborough, | 1 4 7 3 W8 97 & 162 8 2
12| Pieton . ... 3 B 3L L0 6L 9 0 2 9 3 9
13 | Port Hope ... & . 4 49 0 1 49 0 1 Z 165 3 7
13| Prescotd .. 4 A 4 4218 b ™ 00 E‘:’, 118 5 2
15 St Catherines i 0 6 8 0 0 24 16 8 o 14419 6,
—_ < I —
Total....., [TTTRPPR I 3 ) s by 14 100012 6 3316 14 2 E::S 1490 18 6
TOWN MUNICIPALITIES, = k]
§ 3
1| Amhevsthugh oo 5 |2 T 7 4 2 57 8 4 2 66 0 0,
2| Chatham..... 3] o4 R 4019 4 | 268 & 5 g 8 39
3| Gneiph., 31 B [T PO 3616 3 8 810 4 109 14 4
4| Derth ... 1| 8 9 1 3718 5 300 15, 6 dene s
5| Stmeoe. LTI 5001 Q49 | 017 ¢ 4 807970
6] Woodstock........ 1 g,? A fon 4116 4 10311 6 "8‘ 9 2 6
BT I e 16 LS Lot o7 b 2 o8 | 1007 10 S 197
VILLAGES. g EA
o o
1| CHPPews s B g 3 3 2312 9 15419 4 ‘g
9| Galb ... ... 1] 4 R S 910 5 8 0 5’ 8 1 1
3 ]nqc)bo]l.. 1 1 W1 9 3131 80 9 3
4| Oshawa 9 2 9312 23 12 0 = 12818 0
51 Pavis..... 2 8 47 8 1 97 116 -4 174 5 1
6| Preston 9 9 93 7 1 60 4 4 ] 118"
7] 8t Thomas ) [ DT Uh 0119 6 2 110 4
8| Thorold .... B 8 | 2111 10 6317 6 é 8810 0
Total e o 16 168 & 22116 3 592 § 2 62010 0 -
SUMMARY.—
1 204 | 443 |2881 | 861 16108 18 0 20205 14 2 | 2613215 8 | 3301216 8
2 27 : 15 111y 1388 11 4 508 2 37
3 b 14 1050 12 5 3316 14 2 140018 @
4 C 16 7 a3 811 1007 1 0 4l 97
© 531 Villages e 16 & 22116 38 592 5 2 62010 0
1| Grand Total for 1852 ............[3317 | 443 [3010 [ 901 187"‘ 18 8] 26530 510 | 2013215 8 | 36082 16 0
2 | Grand Total for 1851 ... w3340 ) N R(B001 |} 885 10027 L 6 | 2583617 6 | 1083213 7 | 83877 9 8
1| INCrease ..oviveomencnnnfien. v 9 46 [[.eviienenn 604 8 4 6300 2 1 3105 6 9’
2| Deereass o] 2B fvviifrndonnd] 808 230 Lo snnen oo
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A, 1854,

Reront for 1852,

| Tunre A—(Continued.)

MONEYS.

SALARIES.

OTIIER BCHOOL MONLYS,

GRAND TOTAL. °

Amount of last

year’s balances,

Total Amount

received for

Total Amount

~ Amount of

bajances un-

Aot ve-
ceived for
Building, Re-

Amount re-

ceived by other

Total Amount
. available for

R PR PP PRI P TP P R I

DY TICP TP TSR PRPRTIVET

«

paid to patring, Rent. o Educational .
sopoivac i ’ ) . .|| ing, &¢, Schoal| L f '
and received from Teachery Tonchers. expended or uouze‘i 1-0‘.11\‘“_ Educational 1l purposes for:
other sources, snlar:vs- nnappropriated p“"i‘lit}m;‘l’é;' Ol Institutions, the year.
£ s d £ 9. d, £ s d £ b d ’ £ s .d
43219 1 8015 55410 0 008 4 1
:11;§ 090 32 0 0 37816 0 116415 0
.352;/_ 10 1 w15 0 200 0 0 600 5 1
BJTJ 1'_7 7 Cesareereserrtnreenins 430 0 0 065 17 17
483 3 8 e 1125 0 0 1608 3 3
21§ 00 1910 0 00 0 0 337 10 'Q
S03 2 2 A 8 2 90 0 0 1244 10 11
2l_)$! g7 30 8 2 310 0 0 G410 90
1159 13 1 14 9 10 250 0 0 1624 2 11
494 511 20 0 0 160 0 0 593 511
378 1 1 8 0 0 243 0 0 707 14 1
48618 0 6l 9 0 215 0 0 463, 2 @
330 8 6 160 17 8 |ies veveeriiiieiinnns 490 6 2
205 18 7 197 6 155 0 0 4706 1
681 16 6 o081 16 ¢ 123 2 0 20110 0 N6 8 6
4063 0 8 6821 65 9 5874 10 4 4+16 16 5 1106 2 4 5202 16 0 12620 3 1
1 257 12 6 257 12 6 fovincinenneninnn, 9 0 YT T OTrOTT PR 266 1
2 400 14 2 409 14 2 12118 4 284 0 0 g?s g g '
31 234 14 5 284 14 5 23 3 4 450 0 1 707 17' 9
4 338 18 10 388 13 10 201 19 3 193 0 0 75313 1
b 210 1 8 210 1 8 2814 G 805 0 0 543 16 9 |
6l 38110 0 33110 0 82 0 0 170 0 0 583 10 0
1782 6 2 1782 6 2 [|ivieineinn | 556 10 & 1332 0 T 3670 16 7
( \
) O carsin 178 11 6 17213 2 518 4 16 5 8 | v 104 16 9 '
:Z 513 8 0416 2 164 0 0 3016 2 3017 o 100 ¢ 32018 .7
8 [ovveenres crrnvvniinnne 136 18 4 136 1 4 Lvevnn veenienn s 1019 4 10 0 0. 257 12, 8
4 32 5'8 206 7 8 180 17 2 2510 6 19 10 10 200 0. 249 18 6’
b b 300 4 8 309 0 8 0 4 6 46 7 6 8 0 0 435 12, 2
6 660 18 8 8L 7 18 3 1 1015 1 rer e 210 13" 0.
T Joveneiirnnes venienns 188 14 1 188 14 T Liiiiininininenn, 216 6 100 0 0 31810 7
B e e 1810 8 173 10, 3 [viviieeniinnien 1213 4 | Provirenss 186 3 7
44 411 1487 16 4 1407 3 10 80 12 ¢ 2712 5 3 419 0 0, L2179 17,
TasLe A, '

o1 6158 0 8 101238 4 2 95278 10 7 5950 13 7 16207 17 9 7993 2 0 124829 ‘8 1
2 1 6 4161 18 2 2895 611 266 11 8 6862 17 0 122742 18 10 3;?67 14 ]0
3 463 0 8 6321 6 9 5§74s 10 4 446 16 5 1105 2 4 520215 0 12620 3 1
f 10 6 §. 1782 6 2 1782 62 [ivvveieieinins 556 10 ' "1332 0 0 ' 3670 16 7
5 b 411 1487 16 4 1407 310 80 12 6 272 5 8 . 419 0 0 ‘21"9 7
1 5921 14 5 | 11309110 7 .| 107237 17 10 6763 12 9 25004 12 9 36089 15 10 176075 19 2
2 377710 8 102050 12 6 97827 7 0 4223 5 6 19334 18 0 32834 7 8 154230 18 2
1 2144 3 0 1194018 1 9410 10 10 2530 7 3 6769 14 9 4155 8 2 21845 1 0.

[ R ITIYRIRTIYRYY PRI
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'

SPATISTICAD

SCHOOL POPULVEION AND PUPILS,

="
=5 TOTAL ATTENDANCE, AVERAGE ATTONDANCE,
COUNTIES =5
SS |28 | 24| 4 [2= N
AND 7= (|88 |58 & |58 Summer. Winter,
e Zmn 2 = fre~]
PLE ZE 3% | g2 & |ER
CITIES. =2 |2 § g2 S| FG J )
S lEP |25 B l=E| s |2 |2 v e ld]w]|a
= d = 20 sz @ — =, o, ] 2 e T
=g sl ZE1 2 | BE z = = & K] E 5 ]
SHESE&E ]l E |82 |8 [S[|A 1A E | &R |D
NO, COUNTIES.
11 Glenearry.,, ... [ETTIPRTOON B4y 3019 108] 38l maT) 1801 1seelf 17wl 106vf 730 35000 911] 589
%1 Stormong ol 218 17 O8] on3sl TLO0L T2t MR TUS Ge2p 1808 T4 801
S| Dudas .. as7oif  s0200 190 Gl E200 36071 I5W) TGI8 8B0p  Tedt 1HL0p 860f 610
4| Pracott,, sin2fl 18ss) 127 52 0tsl 1122 8y vast 3| s 082 Bl 418
31 geussell a5010  dos] 1 LT R | 7 = N UV T Y
61 Carloton .. we ql Tasorh 43000 208 57| 46020 24851 Ui 20850 1084 ot 2036) 1228 933
7| Crenville BYSINL shrap L0 B3l 4208 22781 103ef| 20820 1074 078] 1801 1031 S40
S| Leeds ... TONTH BS07| 476 35 Gas3| BsS[ 2od0l] 209|140l 14l 20600 1630] 1830
91 Lunark ... Gatall 4318 252 BIf 45700 2563 2000}l 22120 12180 994 2100 1217] 883
I0 | Renfrow.... .. 154 871 40 8 o s0u 403l dgoa o 57 207 4240 2551 160
111 Frontenae ., BIB3 864y 242 op ssor 2nhul TS| 20ms| 107 28] 1889 1031 838
12 | Addingfon . 4os|| sle6t I8 390 B624] 1015) 170cff 1988] I018] 920 1005 1077 823
131 Lennox .. 2255 1550 180 460 1730 a0l ry Dlo| 4608 441 os1f 602l 429
14| Prince Bdwar U S8dip B2s St 4B71 2020 19700 20081 1655 1013] 2455 1408] 1055
15| Hastings... . ... To00f 4d6bf 8301 740 anop ws7el 2890l 2eas| 1831] 1aui es3a 1A72| 1960
16 | Northumberland 7aztfl ey 806 770 BU200 USISE 2a0:|) 2500 1345] 1234] 2467 1417 1050
171 Durham.... 7uesll purel 408 870 oa7000 827 en|] 25600 1A7S) 1182) 2807 1680 1118
181 Peterhoroug B2l 2asel 17 8027040 1520 120 1318] 707 oou] 1418] 805 GOS8
191 Victoria, B2 2478 T 6L B6es| Isu00 1ndn(] 1807 7200 5780 L16d| o6l 618
20 . Satofl B4 3G 1IN Bes0p 31220 255 || 2673] 1339 13360 2633) 1503 1128
21 1547010 81061 GIEE 2021 88410 GOYO BTHI[ 41000 225<) 1812 4221 2479 1742
22 67951 4186] 2020 156]  447e) Lole] 188l 2858 1851 1007 2418 1497 951
231 Simcoe | S220f] 4387 858 A7) 48050 27200 21601 2012 1093 917 2114] 1221 890
241 Hallon.. ... SOSK| 82261 288 20 1| orrel 961l Sost 194 11300 812
25 | Wentworth ............ 653011 4097|267 21020030 1181)  ys2l 2271 1343|928
26 | Branb ..., A7 291 16160 856;  760) 17620 10450 717
2 Lincoln, 4407 327 1651 878] 7ol 1728 1016) 718
28 | Welland . ..., 50701 8¢ 410, 1976] 10L4 o820 1004 1210|784
a Haldimand , S0} 8an7| 208 18201 917} 87O 1069 1112} 857
301 Norfolk . 56061 4217 49 22060 1105 11001 22890 1270 053
811 Oxford . .. S103|| 57300 452 2601 1414f 1280 2708 1587 1208
82 | Waterloo 6360|| dbas| 267 16300 015 6850 2477 1488] 989
33 | Wellington ....... ... G8SG|L 4100 283 16300 80TL Fo8| 18100 1058 757
841 Grey ... 82| 117 106 Glel 2000 o5 501 836! 265
35 | Perth .. 887119857 108 118N 638 520 1305 78I|  BS4
36 | Turon.. 4618l 2sn| o0 o 582 518|984 BY6| 408
87 | Bruce........ E kG 12 78 a2y 2s) o1
88 | Middlesex., 048z|| o678l BIs 7131|3868 331| 1753| 1539 8357 1860 1497
89 | Elgin.... Go83f| B184] 6251 G| ARDO) B208) 2601|2665 1381 1284 2840] 1622 1218
40 | Kent. .. 420000 2740 288] 206) 3034) 2632 1402(] 1277 eas| 619 1347 7260 621
41 | Lambton., $171f| 1821 110 220 10400 088]  odsll 1043) 615 62§ 020f ool 420
42 | IsseX.......... s A286( 23160 201 10y 2517 1304) 1128|] 1310f 637|738 11790 671 508
Tolal.. 2287451 | 148502| 1I817)  236160510] 885201 71790)| 75762| 40238] 35500] 77656 44620 33036
CITIES.
1| Toronto..... ... oo e[ 7805]] 8791 1] I A8211 18620 1960/ 1557  wse] S0l 1sms| sy w4
2 | Hamilton, 20711 1271 10 360 12000 939] 851 480 B3a] 1480 425 3080 120
8| Kingston... ........ . 3300(| 1085 10 870) 1051{ 589 4o 69| 891 299 eon| 3620 238
Total .....oene. || 14326|| 6097 63 408] 61027 3380 97821 92730| 1482} 1248| 2580| 1i48| 1132
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Rerory :for 1852, . ‘ TaBLE B,
. - ‘
. PUPLLS IN THE DIFFBRENT BRANCHES OF INSTRUCTION. |
READERS. - ARITHMETIC.' " OTHER BKANCHES |
3 1321248818 || £ |4 |3 ol [BE 2] s
s |25 22|85 |2 38 | : 2181 | E5e|51E
2 155 TS g |2 || ZELE || 5| B SiE .| BIGE 8B
" (S “ — -1 -1 5 a K K = . Lms . -2
54 |ZE|c8|s5 |8 & 22| Ee|| E Bl e 2 |2|E|E|EEE RS |
23 |22 |EE|ER |58 5 (=81 28) E | By 1S |2|8|2|d|E5=]% 5
ES |37 BB B0 ElgRE|22 || 1 8| 8|2 8|55 5055 8|22
2 @ |8 |AEA i = O o H A (RIR|=ZIOEES|IE]S
No. : i '
1| e ais coo) mog  zaul 408 aes sssl|  ass| asyl ool 1ase] . ns| 18| o 4 sl |
2 oy 5080 T12] 600l 20n 4490 308 290 B00F 308 4111070 81 6 L2l 18 10| 5
31708 oto 7os 490l B4l 483l 383 Badl|  se7| Bes| 140 1378) a8) 13| 18|, & sg 32| o
4o ee asy 3300 2e | g0t 2e ol wed 2 a7 sed| 4| 13) 10 9 4il..| 6
I U T -1 | B Y I K1 e o2
6 72| 808l assl 036 47| . ess| 483| 40s|| amy| sol ey 3
L I T R 1 N D | ) It 1 e (=
8 14| 128t T4a8] 143 424, O8d 851 Tt 7131, 800 67
9 Tht ooy Liigl 1y 83| 8wl 617 coall oool sns| 72
00 sl Cawssl ol ol 1se 100 sl for] Cod 6
11 7100 801 85| 663 274 a1 428] 370 464 S 81
R O Y O N 1 Y (R BREY] | IR B 1
3 S8 3401 368 877 e 28 2121 174 3300 327 160
1k 645 7070 805) 0260 &1 780f 22 798 860+ 1366, 288
By sl w8 30000 02l asdl oss| 747 aarl| G| wio| s
16| ssol 1047 1163|860l 4v2ll ea0i 679 4ai|| o3g| 7ol 115
Lot o00y Isby 1088 497 o3| v el masl 7ay e
EE:B N N ' 1 O T ) 1 1 B 5 B
19 ASBE O DOGL 462] 426 27 308 287 188[[' 160 89) 20)
20| 067 10000 1208 1p21] 56| 11200 6950 seol| sse| 7o oms
orf sy ol 208 1gvr o] 17| azrd| ag|| 1417 so79]  aa
22 815 0000 T10{ 8077 80 75K 6200 oelf| 682 818|107,
23| o) 16l 1ss| 801 82| sr| o7 ssifl eso| 500 s
240 6t oaet 7| 7ss ad|l o ses| ssel ssel o2 914 em
250 w8 ona 85 sl 77l oei| sl osa| g2 17
26| o2l el oms| 6 ool enl b19) nss|| oon| sms 4
27 he2L 6200 G83] 7280 8w 6631 4390 877 510) 845 124
281 ool 770l one 857l em|| 73| ca| 7iz|  sss| 1640 169
200 8050 88y oig ez o7l s0il a9l w1vll 431 cco| s3
30 85y sa4 eql osy 53|\ e21) o0d| 401 o438 sa9 110
S 187) sa8 1357|1220 bs7l| 235 820 eow||  ra2| 1078 4ss
32 [ 1081) 10(6) 1054 7065 B3 Q1 64 474 o730 60l 109
53| usst 82 10wl oasl o 83l sol 481 4s3l| 69| 62u] a6
TR T T R O | Y1 1| I H 1 B 11 BT
35 o8l o138l bos] aly 203 ag 939| a7a|| 228l 1000 g4
30| a6y e o2 8oy 183 avo| 227] sul| o3| 17| 4o
37| ol wi| sl Cew.. 1 I | T N MO
58 128 1324 1387 1304 Lowmll 1203 eou  s7il| 107] 1067 i
89| gl owol 3003 13 syrl| 111 ssy| el 8e3| 1841 nes
401 salocoy oe2l Cels) Sooll Tois| a20l  anl  dos| ss| sl
L0 aal o aos 01l sss 1eel| 822 a2l ol wsd  2u B3
AR I T B St =1
28120) 81386 85180) 30525 16210\ 28525| 20137| 19255(| 20054| 20735 5430| 698202117| 979(1168| 576(2214|50 10| 427 936
Ty moloesoeor) B0% sas| esn 28| osoll osil ova|  oss| 1036 17 s s3] ss| 130] sss| 73 18
2 pE3| 1520 18] 121 78 71 1230 130 133 174 421 322 2 81 4 29,
S| 202 1 a7y sl 92 as0l o ss|| sy sl ss| osso 13 n o4l wel e Rl
lor2)  906| 985 673 585| 03%) 523 408|i 7ol 120s| 838 1744| 33 e8| 60| 70| 165|407 73| 18
\ i L '
' ‘ ' R
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Tanre B.—(Continued.) ‘ a STATISTICAL ‘Rerore for 1852. -~ - L o o Taste B.— Continued.
SCTIOOL POPULATION AND PUPILS. PUPILS IN THE DIFFERENT BRANCHES OF INSTRUCTION.
: EY: ‘ ‘ R , ‘ -
TOWNS, 7-';3 TOTAL ATTENDANCE. AVERAGE ATTENDANCE, READERS. « ARITIIMETIC, ‘»‘ v OTHER BRANCITES. ! '
TOWN MUNICIPALITIES, || 85 s To T T = : = e e S [ P ' g~ : ‘
] 22 1188 o 4 -t . .. I Y o . B ) ' . K K=y e:c @
20 ;\»,.‘ 29 & "_{;’u hatahdeny St Bkl — aE ol 58 . ' oy - e 2 ‘;‘ S 3
VILLAGES. R 2 |82 2 |Fu . ; 55 |~% 58|85, | 2 |254Ss Sl el w|BlEle 252\ 5| 2
2SlEE s B g5 e 2| Al la|E el 74 |55|E5|2% 4| 5 B85 25| 5 g, S B |4|E|EEIEETlE] s
281z i 201 5 | B2 | B2 | = B el 53 e HO 18R 3R)155 &S] B |o o'a } a N & SI|TE & '
I I AR AR AR AR A |4 |87 |Rs|E° || 4 SES|EC|| 8 & B | £ (88|28 8|55
o, TOWNS. xo. . ' . Gt
11 Belleville ..oornivcecnnnn || 1350 || 1150 | 84 687 | o6 || os| 132 | 222 293 | 199 | 194 1( 389 214 244 156 | 130 | 849 | 124 | 133|612 782 | 140 | 8583 { 24! &
2| Brantford el 1130 4] 7es {12 438 0 819 || s24| 207 | 117 | 07 | 194 | 113 . 2] 604 134 230 | 180 | 183 | 880 | 100 | 45| 415 | a43| 80| 613 |80 4
3| Brockville o || 848 | 5. 4781 375 || 865 170 | 105 74| 199 | 75 - 81 1641 185 | 2321 1621 921/ 159 | 181 | 190 16| 171 1| 84| 17| 5 o
4] Bytown 1500 f| 660 | 5 a0t | 261 || 528 | 2081 35| 513 | 280 | 23 4) 12| 1871 171 | 181 118 || 183 | 108 | 96 (| 189 | 64| 66| ui0]22{13 !
8| Cobourg 051 || 4291 8 201 | 176 {| 290 { 390 | 100 | 270 [ 108 109 b 60} 98] o3| 70| 30| 13| 79| .45 69| 11| 82| 20| 9|7
6| Cornwall " | G T Tos | 100 || 180 | &2 | 48| 121 | "8S| & 61 45| 48| 46( 68| 50| es] 81| sk eof 71| 30
7| Dundas,. | |l soa |l BOf 6 376 | 80 || 20| 10| 111 20 15| 85 T| 450 BO| 44| 82| 431 64| 44| 83| 96| 806 36 8
8| Godeviel .....1111) || 405 1] 278 L. ) 1200 11 61| 70| 8| 6ol 7o 81 751 65, 66| 46, 341 120| 48| ‘16| 55| 156 | ‘86
9| London..... ... 1800 || 1587 |80 ool 863 | 7od || 055 | 358 | 205 | 650 | 802 | 248 91 6L} 2051 369 [ 185 207 | 866 | 150'| 203 {] 572 | 1617 |........ 0L
10 | Ningara 24 {f 8092 | 111 [0l Ts03 | es7 | 266 || 208 | 131 02| 246 14| 103 04 82) 108 87) 102 73 164 66| 45| ‘200 92| % 8|y
7 | Peterhorongly oas f| 2601 6f Bl 265 | 142 T2s ) leo| 85| 75| 167 | 97| %0 Wy 80 46| 340 79| vl w2l 66| 48| 86| 62| 82| 192| 8|13
12| Pieton 425 || 230 eg| 15} w7 | dws | dar || My | 71) 780 145 S8 &7 yoory ) 75| 69 651l 46| b 67 86| '127| 14| 176 8.
13| Port Hope e |]TSG ] B0 S| ak| a7 260 N2 1| 16| 46| 19| 2| 47 1B 98 911 102 34| 36 i BL| 29 a7 | b4 71 160! 6| & o
14 | Trescott .. . 6o f| 266 | 4 37| 20 1740 ws || 106 | 1811 65| 196 | 81| 65 MWy 27| 45| T4l 66} 62| 42| 88| 82| 104| 74| 8| 6| 5| 2
15| St Catherines.. 1211 ) 500 O Joe | B0O | BOG | 208 1} 200 | 164 | 186 | 347 | 198 | 149 Is| 65| 01| 8| es| 80|l 88| 7| 41 641 99| 21} 20| 4.
oAl civverennn. [[1B801 [} 8327 | 271 | 303 | 8308 | 4307 | 5701 || 4853 | 2300 | 1063 | 4127 | 2304 | 1733 1800 | 1640 | 1057 | 1445 | 1316 || 2415 | 1140 | 1161 || 2710 | 4431 | 593 | 5069 [157 | 63 [161 | 75 (538 430 | 70 |. 814
TOWN MUNICIPALITIES, {
1| Amherstgh, 550 || 226 |......] 12} 226 | 90| 127 (| 200 | 86| 114{ 200| *86| 114 1 67| 72l 88| 96| 98 85| 65| bof so| 8oy 15| 10| 1 1. ‘
2| Chatham.,. G6Y || a5 21101 447 | 276 171 0| 18| 119 90| 213 116 | 97 20 18| 720 821 153 | 62|l 82) 62| 71 96 | 131 | 47 270 | 24{...| 11
31 Cuelph ., S 88y | 11 17| 870 190 180 || 146 87 690 16| 99| @ 31 | 47 6 521 29 80| 351 24 691 69| 15| 125| 3| 2 ... .
4| Perth.. 429 || 4l [on,. v |o4ld ] 216 108 || 226 | 140 | 86| 259 | 156 | 163 4 801 b5| 105°| 98| 6L 95| '38| 62|l 189| 15| 16| 177710720 |0,
51 Simeoe .. S 4500 2380 171 S0 | 2601 180 | YOl 66| 9l 65( 136| 86| &0 o, G 44| bk| 611 56| 40| 45| 44| 37 671 75| 17| w7 (22/11'| 8 ,
61 Woodstock .ous vvvrnnrenns 683 | BGT | 824 23| 5031 S04 | 230 802 | 152 160 | 271 | 146 | 125 6| 84| 97) 116) 96| 97| 105| 71| 90| 160 251 | 92 | 260 | 34| 46 | 34
TR 3224 || 2258 | 62 [ 142 | 2300 | 1266 | 1035 || 1248 | O75 | 673 | 1243 | 0689 | ms4 464 | 307 | 478 430 | 802 (| 442 | 8151 824 || GS1| 651 202 | 1130 | 04 | 80 | 62
VILLAGTS. . ‘ E ‘ ' ‘ R T
1| GIIPPEWR . vl | 270 (| 224 | | 205 o8] 127 10| 74| es| 120| | as 1) 81| 437 31| 30 20 49| 81| 10 4| 15 96| 8| 2|y
2] Galt, .. .. |l B0 278 | B A2 276 | 190 1 07 |F 168 | 102 | 66| 163 | 103 | 50, 20 801 dr| 4| 899 ol 50| BL| o1l 60f 160| 80| 98| 8| 4[5 51
3| lngersoll 282 f 243 | 83 [L...|'276| I1S0f 96 (| 124 | 74| 50 13| 8. 50 81 %) Lay 88 33| 350 10| 89| 691 103 | 125( 78| 1254124 |18 100
4| Oshawa..... 202 (| 250 | os fTLE | 274 61| M8 ] 198| 770 1| 10| 91| &9 4] 9] 400 40 47 20l BO| B4l a8p w7l 64| 1M1) 9 || 34
5 Paris...... 416 | 459 | 22 B8 48| 278 | 208 || 205 15| 00| 219 | 134 | 85 Gl 4t 85| 8L 4Ll 02 46 8500 92) 185| ‘23| 145 1174 80
6| Treston..... 314 [ 128 2 Lo, O &5 45 162| e8| 86| 10| %5 | 85 Gl 64| 37| 23|....) 164 351 16| 9|f" 35 130 91 76 L 1 .
7| 8t Thomas S| g b 1so O 12| 38sf 90 9ol Fo! 83 87| 123| 59| 64 7| B3| 45| B0 34| 22| 'B6| .26 A7 2| 02| 104 ido 27 |..
§ 1 MHOYOIsvieireemrieserrossenironn]| 310 || 857 | oo, 86| 857 | 207 me || 151| 68| 63| 110 o2 48 8 62| 53| 71| 64 ca7) e 78| 138) 18| Isd 1
0tAL. eenne]| 2650 || 2074 | 04| 112 | 2208 | 923 | 925 || 1008 | o090 469 1 1160 | 716.| 434 206 | 813 | 857 | 834 | 108 || 886 | 268 | 270 || 552 | 1012 | 306 | 818 |86 {33 [ 63 205
' )‘ '
' ' & ) i " i ) B " - )
SUMMARY.— TanLe B, l . Co he -
TOTALS. : ‘ : ‘ ’ e ; . I = .
1| Countics......co..m. won | (2287451 148502] 11817|  2060{160819] SS520| 71700 | 75v0e| 40238| 35509 77656| 44620| 33036 1 128120 131386 35189 130595 {16210 | 126525 20117 118235 | (20054 (26785 | 5430 68820 (2117|079 |1163l575 Jon1a{sosnlaey | s
2| Citics ... L[ Tael| G007 T as| aou| 6iga| wiso| rs| 2rao| 1489 1648|2380 Tads| 113 2)0i21 908 | 985 | 678 535, 083 | 593 468 || 879 | 1205 | 438 1744 | 33 | 66 | 60 | 75 | 105| 407| 75 | 18 |
8| Towns ... 1| wa2r)  enl o3| Ssos| 4807 3701)| 4353 2300| 193 4127 2304|' 1738 3| 1600 11840 § 1057 | 1448 | 1316'|| 2415 | 1140 | 1161 || 2710 | 4431 | 533 | 5060 157 | 63 [151 | 75 | 538| 430] 70 | 814
4+ Town Municipalities .. ....|| 8224| 2238 62| 142 2300 1205 1035 1248| 67| 573 1243 “gso| o4 &1 4ob) 307 478 | 480 | 302\ 442 | 315 | 824 || 581 651 | 203 | 1139.| 94|80 | 62 | 20.| 108 112).067| 88 -
B | Villages ..o oo if 2650)1 2114 04) 11| 2208) 1283| 1995 1068| €09 459| 1150 71¢| 434 B 6| B13) 67| 34| 198 38| 208| 200 || B52| 1012 | 396\ 81856 | 85 | 63 | 35 | 2ogl 708{232 | 265
f| GrandTolal1ss? ... ... |[262755|L67278| 12309 3422[170537| 00264 S0323)| Su101| d5409| B9752| 86756] 40367 30890 1131852 34642 138000 133400 | 18561 (32756 22363 (20467 (24776 \34124 | 6040 |77500°|2457|1291 (14001780 |3338/a706(907 | Tez1
2| ' Grand Total I1851... ... .. 20560715124 12130]  30t7{170251| asn| 7515)| $3390| 4do47| S8ras| 4081 49060| 3ozt 2 |20788 132066 137549 131120 18856 131034 20375, 18346 ||23475 (08255 | 6650 (71511 |92471015/1169(360 (969017877088 | 1498 . -
U] TNerense v sl | 414810 9184 179)........| 0333 4s25| asos|| 1r71) 7e2| 1000 1776 07| oes | 1| 2044 | 1976 | 1417 | 2340 | 4705 || 1722 | 1988 | 2121 1200 | G070 | 10 203 1340 |,.ilf048 [l 128
2| Decrense ........ e TR | IO WO s " T ) RO EUEE RO [EIYTYTINI PYYIRYON | FPVYPPYTIN OPOTOO fgeanres (T IR RONem) U P
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STATISTICAL -

NU]\IBEﬁ OF SCHOOLS'

Rmronjij for 1852.

COUNTIES

USING TEXT BOOKS.,

|

Tasne C.

MODES OF
. INSTRUCTION.

HISTO-
RIES,

BOOK-
keepings|

MENSU-|
RATIONS|

ALGE-
BRAS,

GEOME-
TRIES.

OTHER BOOKS. ,

Ancient.

Modern.

National.
V.

arious.

National.
Various.

Bonnycastle’s.

Various.

Euclid. -

Various.

Natural Phil’y,
Vocal ?\Iusic.
Greek.

Other Studies.

Latin.

Simultaneous, or teach-

Individual, or tcaching
-ing by class.

one by one.

‘Monitorial. or teaching

by aid of Monitors.

| Mixed. -

] READERS. ARITHMETICB. GRAMMARS, GEOGRA~
1] . SPELLING
AND E B PHIES. BOOKS,
s g
& e ]
CITIES. =R . = Bl FRARERE: Ed -] .
RIS ) K Z | 3 ERINE k K 3 A, , .
S B{ 2l B[ 51 S1 3| £ 5l 8| & 3 B 5 Bl & 58 % .§ g
Bla|alslla|Blal8lE| Bl a 2l S| =] 21D ElE2E 5
Gl
5 BRSO |-
NO, COUNTIES,
1| Glengarry covviins [ 51 .81 19| 83 2|...| 2 1| 17
2| Stormont 11 o] 21 20 10| 28] 13| 1 j.oif]een| 44
8| Dundas .. 21 oo 1 5| M| 32 [wenefennne . 1| 46
4| Prescott..... 10 oo B 1] 8 )] 1] 4| 20 1.
5| Russell ., “ /2% [ IO UROURY | IROVPR - I B Tl | 8l
6| Carleton......... 40 1. o] 1 5| 53| 2 Tl eenn 8| 42
7| Grenville ... 68 | leven| 2 1( 38{ 81 - [ 1] 83 [
8| Leeds ... 50 ... [ P T 221 86 |ieei]iinnn 2| 100 f..iee
9| Lanark RYPITPS 26 | ..t 4 3 S| 72 8 {ruiees 1 1] 69 [.....
‘10| Renfrew.. 6.t 10 [au. 11 36 fee | 2 evedlenn ] 12 |0
11| Frontenac.. 86 || 1] 2 4| 23| 34| 11 .|| 12| 8 9
12| Addington.. b 0N URYOIR OO I 2] 4 64| L. 8| 44 .
13 | Lennox . ... Bl e o fworeae [[eoniee ] 8] 85 Jeviesfuvnenr Lo | 28 11 .
14 | Prince Bdward 86 | e eurenn | 2 8| B 74| 4l 12 . 24,
16 | Hastings ... oo 81| 1 9 14| 63 4|... 6l 77 7 3.
16 | Northumberland.., 29 | oo ownn | 2] 12| 18] 62 6 ... 3| 63| 18 4.
17| Durham ... [0 U IO IO 6| 37|..f 7| 4 4| 57 131 PR RO
18 | Peterborough .. Ol o] onn| 1 81 80 luvuifovee] 1 lenna] 26
19 | Victoria ........ D | evvere Lvvse [ || 20 30 [oeiind 2 e [ nnen | 22 fvve
20 | Ontario .. B e fewnens] 2 12 | 34 4 1] 51 60 |ouus
21 ork wiiiiiee 21 | vnee 6 21 ] 97 0 | vveee | eennee || A4} 97 1
922 [ Pecl.iviniiinninin 28 e favnen 4 4l 54 5 1 54| 10
28 1 Simeoe ..o 7% 36 2 1 27

Halton .. .
Wentworth ...
Brant ..o

beasinstreniens

Bruce .....

TSSEX. vvvvrnrorrerreren
Total.....o

1804

- b
[ T 3

o
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[
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[
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e 0O =Y
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21
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S8 e
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AT OO 00 OF 00 b0 = e e b i
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10

23 "%
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oo

(=3
-
=3

vt
12
<3

301
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8
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ey
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I | Ty

CITIES.

Toronto wovecvisren| 6
Hamilton .| 8

Kingston ..o
Total...o

15

10

12

583

ey
§ COCOTCO W BT
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17 Victorize,

TanLn C—(Continued.) | Sramsiosn Reporr for 1852, Tunre C.—(Continued) -

o R ‘ ‘ _MODES OF
NUMBER OF SCHOOLS USING TEXT BOOKS. INSTRUGTION.
TOWNS, ‘ spELLING || aristo- || Book- || vEssy-]] aree. |[emousd] TERE ’
TOWN 45 READERS. ARITITMETICS, GRAMMARS, GEOGRA- PHIES. TOOKS: RIZS. . [lkeepiigs[RATTONS e | e, OTIEER BOORS, :;_; g g p
; [ I 8
MUNICIPAUITIES, | 2 " ' ‘ . NEREE
, P 5 S b 5 =]
AND & 2 . 5 z| 8 g 5e g s "
. . = s - - . 3 . . 7 a % 2 ] =) 5] Y '
VILLAGH Bl s S| B ow gl Bl 4| Bl 2] 4l 5| 4l SlallalslallelallSlaldlalld]s il = | 5 all 22| 5°(E8
S . st E1 51 48l 8 A P K g & d 218 28| 4 - k Brpieg n
EIEIR I I IEAR IR IR IR IR LI AR E%géé‘g&gggé§.§§‘.§‘§§g‘§g.sﬁ‘gf,,‘fg;é
Zl 2l Pl 5N El S| 5l €15 5| 8] 2 il 2] &l & 3 S| 2| & S| 3 3| & 2 3 EERE:EREERR
AR IR IR I IR A AR I I I EI A IR A AR RN
NO, TOWNS, ¥o. ' " ‘
1| Belleville Josi 4 4 8 FSOPORN FOPOPR | SURO OO IOVRON! | RO ves| B '8
21 Brautford 1 2 1 9 1 2
8| Brochville t [ 6 o 3 2 1 4 '
4] Bytown 3 ] 9 o, 4 fonifona oo oo, 81 4 20 Blees {] oot o fesres
51 Cobourg 4 5 5 5. 3
61 Cornwall oL 2 2 . 6. 1
71 Dundas 1 1 1 . 7 1
8| Goderich 1 2 2 [0 [PPSR PPVPR| FUOURON RS DOUOH | SRR I | N) FOUUNO | ) TR | RIS 2
91 Loudon . 2 2 9. 2l gl.
W | Ningara. .., ... 4 4 & 10 | 4f . 4
N Peterhorough ... 1 1 11 JURSE  1 1 }
121 Picton .. e, 4 7 7 12 | 9 .
13| Port Hope..... .. 4 & 2 13 | al... 3
41 Preseotbo. el 1] 4 1 14 el 2 1
£ St Catherines....... 6 [ 1 1 B . 15 2 3
Total.,eeruund 4l by 3 S| 850} 16 3 21 18 5 1 [ - 2l 7l 8] #3ff 271 || 20| 8 6| 28] 13} 9 8 1 5 2 7 . 30 1| 28
TOWN .
MUNICITALITIES. !
1 [ Amberstburgh......| 2 5 [T | BN |20 PVRPIVE VRIS VRN | IR Y T RO 1
2 | Chathamn P A4 110 OO DOUPIY IO I R Bl i 21
3 4 3 L] B il Lol 2779 s 81 “ '
4 e |8 1 JRPPURY | IOV S 28 HURUIOR BOURIVR DSOS | DTN I N DO 4
5 v | E 1o 2o lonn] 810, 5
6 | Woodstock ........| '4 A d i [ [ [’ VTR VIO IO [EOVIN B DO 6. 4
Totul.coveernn] 15[ 28 [ ... 14 20 1 4] 24 2o b 41 16§, verelevnne 7 9 A ... conedonnndenned Bl 10 || 10
VILLAGES. N ' ‘
Chippewn, . Ll 8 3 FROPEON (RN 28 (FUUROE IPOVOOR IUUVOOR | DUSROOS NN T DTN 1| el 88 sil... 108 VOSB3
| QGalt.... .. 11 1. JROves N N OO IOUO DOOPOR | DUV B 1 DO 2| JOONI DOOPIRY | PN B 1 U A 4
30 Tugersoll 1 1 |3 FVCTOX INUURVUR IUUPOOE DORVUOR | DURURS N T DO 8| 1 1 [ETTIYY YO
4| Oshawa T @ 2. TS| PUTYROY (PORVIVY A B IS OSSN NN OO 4 1 1 e fooreas
5| Puriy , 8 Y 11, BN D JUVSIVN [FUOTON INRRCUR | DOUNOON S T DO 5| 1 2
681 Preston . 1 1 JRYPTOR | DOV R T SO 6 1 L.
7 St Thomas 2 2 2 |. |20 [ B 7l 2 2 sl o
8| Thorold ........ % 3 3. DS [PTRTOPE | OO RN 8 8 |. 1| N b UUPRR 1 NSO JOUOIRE | SO
Total...veeerner] 84| 15 (... 2l 14 1f{aa. 1 1 4 5] [ 7 S 2 2 1, 11 9' L] R 1 9 B 6l 8. 2 8 b 8
SUMMARY.— Tasie C. b
T ‘ T
TOTALS. ) ‘ ‘ RiP e
1| Counties...............|180% [}2705 | 88 | 12 |j2190 | 565 | &7 46 | 187 || 801 (1171 | 901 | 90 | 88 || 156 1865.| 200 1. 55| . 28| 533! 449| 174| 210 114 91 277 181 90i 8.
2 ! Cities...... JETSII  : OUS SO | BB S A DO et 61120 | 24 L] Tl 2] 287 2 1. . 5L 17 14 5 190 4 11 2 JPYYY RYOS B | P
81 Towns..ooo wereend 41 [ BY 81 50 2y 13 24 160 171 5( 8| 12| 44! 5 3 N 4 31431 271 o 20 8| .6 o8 13 9 '
4 | Town Municipalb..] 35 [ 23 i 20 1 4 14 21 e 41 16 ). o 4l 0 2l el 13l A 12l Y1 I 11 FOUY FUUOUO FO
b Villages v S| 15000 2] 14 Vi4) 5 4l o2 2f 1. L) ERSTN P | Y I 6 11? ool Blewsq[ 1F 01 8] 6 . :
1| Total for 1852 ... |1800 [[2025 | 41 | 23 {2932 | 508 | 90| 4p 188 (1351 (1280 | 924 | 96 | 48 || 188 (1953 | 205 . L] oyl 1r) 2y 20) 44| 610)) 61| 185(| 270| 121|| 108| 323)| 187) 110} 14) 1| 7] 2| 35 64 |22 | 25 e
2| Total for 1851 .....[1748 2622 { 142 | ' 48 028 | 630 [ 127 | 93 | 170 || 318 [1a2s | 857 [ 100 | 72 || 156 (1080 230+ 20| o0 127| 25| 159\ 169| 537)| 412| 202 236| 122{| 85| 31| 164{ 110)| 235| 126] 37| 2| 159l 70 |o3w | 23| eso :
1] Tnerease e, | 162 || 808 | | v || 808 v [rere | o | 0 1] 38| 208] 87 ). wooe || 52 [ 267 [, | T VUUO0 OO | OO OO OO N ™ | T O 7 I 1 1O OO OO OO OO OO |
2 | De0r0ase..vmevrn| oo | e | 100 25 ([l 82| 27 | 48 { s |[ovo | oo [ | 28| 28 [ [ % " 161 38l 110] 28) 1391 125L.fleen W 2L | 222] 228 80,0
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'

‘ . Reront for 1852. - - Tasie D.
Tapzr D. :  STATISTICAL .
— e ————— ERS. ‘ ‘ ‘ TIME OPEN. '
TBACH ‘ " ‘
: AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARIES. CERTIFICATES. l TRAINED IN TOTLL.‘ AYEBA(}E.
OUNTIES TOTAL BELIGTOUS FAITH 3. | ‘l Normal School. | | ot | Averas o
. - - PEm otal . | Average .
AXD b b8 B PE g Male Male | Female [ Female ﬁ E ot ‘53 . {| Time the | Time the
g S || 4 '§ 2 |~ :’3 K o Teacher | Teacher | Teacher { Teacher 3 g ﬁ §E 2E = 2 Schools | Schools
CITIES %’?_, w (E1E|g S WPIEPILEE S with | without | with | without | 5 | o | S A EES s |5y hmlréggen ha\i?el;%en s
; 2R I . (22iSdi=, ‘ = 4|8 &) 2 3 ‘ ‘
iz 8 =, < £z |4 BlElg EEEE E & 2 Bomrd, | Board, | Board. | Board. || 4 gl1E g% cHE 'ﬁg < g Z2 || oven. | open.
CEIPR R e AR AR RN T AR 1t ElglEE%ETIE e | &1 & 18 SR
b=} < ] 912 2| 8 | EQ|&3[s '
s 2R IB8lEI2|A|S|318 BT |8l2 .
| £58] £s £s8 | £s M. D. | M. D,
COUNTIES, Ni? 2 8 39 7 19 7 28 11 b 1 ) | T 2 650 23 ]
¥o. 9| 54 4| 6311 | 24 6| 40 0 3 rereneend o] 2| 485 1 8 20
1| GIENEAITY covvvrieereereesrserseiveninsesennennneer | 59] 401 0[] 1) 281 8810, 3| 84 2| 5017 2L 15 [oenrs coeenef| 19 ol 535 14 818
2| Stormont ... 66| 27 20/l 18] 10 201 7 1|.. 4] 2618] 4212 17 18 13 3 | ATOTNN (OURTOR OO 2 898 3 928 .
3| Dundas ....... es| 43| oofi 200 of 12 15 1. 65( 8 5[ 40.. 25 10 30 0 1 1l 7512 792
4| Prescott.... 391 21 18y 100 8 120 7 1. 6| 2414| 4114 | 16 6 | 8315 || 11 6| 8627 | 10 3
5| Russell ... 1 6] sl 5l i 78 4] 46 2 21 18 9 6| 680 20 0
6| Carleton...... 79 69 10| 28] 23 12| 13l.... ) 8| 83 8| 38 a1 .. 30 0 4 6}| 1059 18 8 8
71 Grenville . 90| 64| 36| 23| 7] 14 36| 4 1 ol 23.. 36 16 16 .. o 17 3 5| 960 8 110 25 |
8| Leeds.... 166( 104 62 44 12| 39 67| o 1. 0] 8415 4511 20 10 20 0 1 3| 17224 | 921
9! Lanark . o1 78] )| 21 7} 49] 8 4 1| n| 2816 4510 | 18.. 28 b 9 5| 482 7. | 10 0
10 | Renfrew.... 18] 16l 2] 5 6 8] 2 .l 12| 82 2 56 11 2 5 33 8 9| 10/ 695 17 825
11| Frontenac......... 84 66| 28| 19 20{ 11] 29 9 1. 13| 3718 57 ... %5 7 2 0 9| 18{| 354 20 8§ 2
12| Addington ... 24 12| 461 ] 4{ 4216 67 5 20 13 3117 18 15\ 812 B 1826
13| Lenuox ... ... 9 5| 29|...I 1 151 80 1] 5512 22 1 20 7 18 20|l 763 12 815
14 | Prince Edward 221 13| 12| 60| & 2 16( 3312 &0 4 18 . 39 12 18| 61 7 0 6
15| Hastings 170 20 18t 81 9 1. 17 1 B4 ... 7 28 0 10| 16)| 879 20 828
16 | Northumberland 18 12| 14 60 5| ¢l 18| 37 .. 445 2 |.. ] 30 18 1] 511 407 18 817
17 | Durham........ 27 1 24 240 9 2. 19 80171 40 0 33 0 2 5 1 1 366 & 8-24
18 | Peterborough . 19 g 18| 7 4f 1. 20| 3217 10 20 0 34 4 2 9 803 9 8 8
19| Victoria....... o9l 14 9 8l 211 8232 69 0 luenivennnd 3911 |1 13 3| 1282 2 9 14
20 | Ontario .... 211 6] 27| 80| 8| 4 221 80 ... 52 1 | 810 9 17)] 785 20 10 23
211 York ... 32§ 64 21 4 gl 23| 82 3| 3819 24 14 3013 |19 6| 716 ‘5 811
221 Peel.... 15 6 821 200 1f....| 24| 8810 | 5518 [wieenn| 3310 9 23| 6528 11 919
23 | Simcoe 20 12 24 ofl...| 1l 25| 4416| 58 12 22 18 42 19 8 14/ 674 8 828
24| Hnalton 9] SO o 26| 5718 6118 | B|. 55520, | 523
25 | Wentwor 8 6 9 e 97| 47 5] 656 3 8 8. |
26 rant 3 8 5l 28] 4814 62 6 13 8 2
27 | Lincoln 5 4 1 1l s 2.1 42 2| 6612 6 8 7
Welland i 13)..... 30 8l 30| 4216| 61 8 8 710
29 | Haldimar ! 3 1) 7 OO e 1 OO SO 31 1| 5315 4 819
80| Norfolk . 4 L FTI | T 32( 4215 6219 b ‘821
31| Ostord . 2 15 1 1 2 33( 83 0| 49 1 4 D22
321 Waterloo . 2 5 3 . 6. 34 28 1 43 9 . 810 B
33 | Wellington 9 1 e 35| 3110 | 5016 9 8 !
34| Groy . . 1 " 46| 8216 44 8 U 10 2
35| Perth . 1 E i R I N oerrorer 1] 249 8 8-
36 | Huron 1 88| 3416 47 19 8liiinnin 16l 1111 & 821
87 [ Bruce. 39 4112 | 60 5 4] 20 784 157) 817
38 | Middle 40 | 40 10 48 18 3|| 458 156 7er
89 | Dgin . 1 41] 3616 e || 870 7 8 8
40 [ Kent 1 421 1913 | 4219 9| 406 22 911 :
41 | Lambto 1
42| Essex. 1 8 1| 5 7 225| 200 25| 317|[24508 13 911
Total .ouvvvivesiviniinen 194 28"
CITIES. ‘ 1 1 foen] 110 2 focoron] 8811 | 18] 8[|, 20]0. 7| 4 8| g wr.. | ma:
1| Toronto.. ] 18] 200 0l o 4 4 4 o el b oAl 40 1 /R OO (| RO Y 78, | 114 |
2 L1 . I | N1 FOUPPRN RURR! VOO FOVURUR OUUUOY FSUUORt (VORI IOVPOY OUUO SOV % 9 |. 6 5. 11. RPN TR ]| 182 12 0
3 ul o7 4 8 o 2 4. 10017 || 4001 25[ 19]......| 87 N 4 3 41 a7 .. | 114
87 24 13 SI w0 8 2 g i ‘ (

5




17 Vietorie. . Appendix (B) . - A, 1854 {17 Victoriw. Appendix (B) A, 1854,

Tapte D.—(Continued.) - . STATISTICAL Revort for 1852. Tante D.—(Continued,),
. o~ e dh‘ ‘__.. - ‘ s
TEACH. ERS. : By | TIME OPEN. . :
TOWNS, TOTAL. RELIGIOUS PAITH. AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARIES, CERTIFICATES. - TRAINID IN ' TOTAL. |AVERAGE. -
TOWN MUNICIPALITIES ; - . . | — —— :
TIES, B & |8 ] E ENED 3 Novmal School. | | |l : ‘
AXND 8 S |3 |2 = R I N - Male Malo | Temale | Female ) B |H2 E Total | Averago
= SE! . 21 ., g 1. 18488 Teacher | Teacher | Teacher | eacher . g i 3 Time the| Lime the
VILLAGES. Eé s |81 21 24|  InZlE% 22| B 5 Teacher | Teacher | Teacher | Teacher h ¢ 4 2| 125|220 4 z  |Schools | Schools ‘
7= S |l= . S1514|e|8)#|5EI2E(%% 5|5 with | without | with | withont || S [ = | = [2Z|48] 2 . g | ™, |ihave beenhave been
S s 2SS B BB | 818|252 (2 ‘ SIEl= 2282 || ~ o G | =2 [ kept | kept ‘
g2l 5 5185 5|3 2 El RIS |3 Eé 3% 251 8 |y Board. | Board. | Board. | Board. || 7| 5| & :%? ElEl S| & g | 22| open. oper.
s R |els |AlAIZ|8|5|3IGIS BB I5|2 AGIEIENNE] ERERERE L
No. { TOWNS. M D. | M D
1| Belleville ..... 4 4 1 2 2 24 .., 12 !
2| Brantford 6 4 1 3 3. 48 .. | 13
3 | Brockvill 6 3 2l Aiifocidividonidivenocnifivondonnifonn., BB 3] BT 10 L 4 6l ... 10 5
4| Bytown, 11 1. 2! 2l Q.. 109 ... 10
5 | Cobour 6 5[ 1 1 2 GO ... 12
6| Cornwall 4 4 1. [P I | I 40 17 11 20
7 | Dundas .. “ 4 2 1 3 2 12 .0 12
8 | Goderich 2l 1 ... 2, 2 ... 1% .0
9| London.. 100 5 1 7l 8 20 12
10| Ni 4 2 1 3 1. 45 ... 11 '8,
11 | Peterborough 4 2 1 ) 12 ... 12 ..,
12 | Picton .....ceven 76 v bl 1 35 ... 11 20
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Starrsrican Rerort for 1852,

Tanre .. —S7aTE and Progress of Education in Upper Canada, as connected with Umversx-
ties, Colleges, Academles, Normal, Gramnmar, Model, Common, and Private’ Schools

during the years 1842, 1847, 1851, and 1852. ¢
No. SUBJECTS COMPARED 1842, 1847, 1851, 1852,
1 | Population of Upper Canada...vevrvenenns e st e ae s e 488,055 lcvveerern el 050,551 {953,239
2 | Population between the ages of five and sixteen Years ..o 144148 | 230,076 | 258,607 | 262,755
8 | Colleges in operation ...,........ Verssenissnsans 5 6 8 8
4 | One Normal and one Model School for Upper Canads oo o 2 2 2
5 | Academic and Grammar Sehools..oovvieieiniines eeese e 25 32 70 98
6 | District Model Schools in operation 8
7 | Common Schools reported in operation 1,721 2,727 3,001 8,010
8 | Private Schools reported ......covveveveniennes rere e et TN 4y 96| 169 167
9 | Grand Total Edncational Establishments in operation in Upper Canada| 1,795 2,866 3,238 3,285
10 | Students attending Universitics and Colleges .vvvvvvvviviiirianee [T No Rpts. 700 632 o ml
11 | S nu nts attending the Normal School for Upper Canada e dirmii o 1504 4%
12 | Pupils attending the Common Schools of Upper Canada .. 05,078 | 124,820 | 168,159 | 170,587 ‘
* 13 | Students attending Acadeinies and Grammar Schools .. No Rpts. 1,000 2,800 8,194
! 14 | Pupils attending Privato Sehools ......... st tas Do, 1,831 3,048 5133
15 | Grand Total, Students and Pupils abtendmg Univemt\ea, Colleges,
Academies, Grammay, Common and Private Schools .. RTORNN Do. 128,500 | 177764 | 188,910
16 | Amount available for the Salaries of Common School Teachers inUpper
Canada covveininnninine [T TORORPPTN e ser e reststessreieen £41,500 | £77,600 £10 2,050 | £113,001
17 |*Amount levied or subscribed for the erection or repairs of school-houses,
for Libraries, and Apparatus ..., rrerrensan No Rpts. | No Rpts.| £10,334 | £26,004 °
18 | Amount received by other Eduncational Institutions . .. Do, Do., 82,834 36,980
19 | Grand Total available for Edncational purposes in Upper Canada......... To. Do. 154218 | 176,075
20 | Total Common School Teachers in Upper Canada v, . Do. 3,028 3277 8,388
Male do do . . Do. 2,365 551 2,541
Temale o do Do, 663 728 84T
21 | Avorage number of Months ench Common School has been kept open| .
by & qualified Teacher.......coovecenris v B Do. 8 | 103 10
Net average utteudm\ce of Pupils at the Common Schools, during the ' ' .
summer [ i T RNIN Do. |No Rpts. 83,390 85,161
do Do. Do 44,647 409
29, Do Girly do Do, Do. 38,743 89,762
o3 Do Pupils during the winter of Do, Do. 84,981 |  sanse
Do Boys do Do, 49,060 49,867
Lo Girls do Do. 1)0 85,921 36,880,

. NoTe,~The Returns in the foregoing Table, until the year 1847, are not very complete; but since that period they' }

. * An approximation only—no specific information having been received by the Department.

have been sufficiently 50 to establish data by which to compare our progress in Educational matters. The Returns are
now pretty extensive, and embrace all Institutions of Lenrning, from the Common School up to the University ; but -

hitherto the sources of information regarding the latter class of Institutions have been rather private than offieial. . It 48
. to be hoped, however, that future years will witness more complete and accurate information on the subject of educaﬂon
gonerally in Upper Canada; and that the Chief Superintendent’s Annual.Report will present, in ona oomprehem
tabular view, the wt\m.l state and progress of our Educational Institutions—Public, Private, and Col]egiu.to.
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APPENDIX TO THE ANNUAL REPORT

‘OF THE

NORMAL MODEL AND COMMON SCHOOLS
IN UPPDR CANADA
FOR THE ‘YEAR 1852.

Appendix A

Exrracrs from the Reports of Local Superintendents of ‘Common . Schools and
Boards of School Trustees in Upper Canada, relative to the state and progress
of elementary education in their respectxve Townships, Cities, Towns and
Villages, during the year 1852.

I. CountY OF GLENGARRY,

1. The Reverend Daniel C'Zarke, A. M, Cormwall, §eo.: “In the townships of Oharlot- o
tenburgh, Kenyon, Roxborough and Cornwall, the interests of a sound education appear ,
to be advancing. There is no desire on the part of Protestants or Roman Catholics to
have separate schools.  The latter have presented a memorial to the - Legislature on the
subJect making it manifest bo be very: desirable that in this old « Eastern District,” now . =
comprising. the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, there should bemo .. .-
separate schools.  Both the parties referred to, live in peace and amlty, co-operatmgm
some important matters for the public benefit, while, in what relates more strictly to
religion, they, appear desirous of continuing peacefuny to differ. The people generally '
appreciate the facilities afforded them for giving to their children, at least, & common'
education. Steps have been taken lately to have schools planted where there never: were
any before. The questions of Superintendents and. others in the Appendlx to your
valuable Report for last year, and the appropriate answers which you have given, are, of
singular aid to Superintendents in making out their annual’ Reports, and in other impor-
tant matters—in guiding Trustees to the esta'bhshment and orgamzatmn of Schdols, and
in reducmg matters to order which were in confusion. Strong pre3udmes, T'am sorry to
may, exist against Free Schools. Indeed, some who were in favor of “these’ Schools Iastv
year, have twned against them. They would, doubtless, be a great publlc ‘bénefit; but I
despair of their being very extensively and perrna.nently adopted without an’act of the
Legislature, Teachers generally in point of character and conduct, are more. respectable
“than formerly: Boards' of Public’ ‘Instraction “being. required by the School Act to-
" withho]d certxﬁcates of* quahﬁcatmn from apphcants, whiatever may be thexr a,‘otammgnts .
| mhtemture, who are dxsreputable m other respects 'l‘hey are n.lso more reapectabl‘ i

[‘ ' - [T ,
3 T ¢ 1 1. L ,’“‘.l 3y L T ‘>A’\1 N ,t:! AN L MV‘Y‘ N .'ru ‘\1
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their acquir ements, 2 competent knowledge of the branclles of & common education bemg f
required in order to entitle an applicant even to a third class certificate. . Moreover, many
do not rest satisfied with this kind of a cert,lf’cflte, but endeavor to rise to the sccond and
first class of teachers, There ls, however, a scarmty of Teachers; and 'in consequence,
the Schools in some sections are vacant, paxtlculmly in new settlements. 'Generally,
teachers are approcuted and remunerated according to the certificates which they hold.
The Normal School is a great public benefit, whero te'whers not only acquire knowledge,
but also the most effective methods of eommunicating it to their pupils. At meetings’
of the Board of Public Instruction, occasionally, an incident like the following
has occurred. The more advanced Teachers . being requested to give an answer to
the queshon, “what are the’ prmclples of mind required, and to be kept in lively
exercise in order to ensurc success to the teacher P Various answers were
given which were not very appropriate. It was mentioned, however, that there
are two principles in particular which will ensure success to a public | mstructor,
viz : curiosity and the expectation of benefit. It was observed, that o teacher possessing
suitable literary acquirements, and a more than eommon aptitude for teaching, respected
and beloved by his pupils for excellency of chamcter, rectitude of conduct, and amiableness
of disposition, keeping the principles referred. to in lively exercise, cannot fail to be a
very suecessful instructor of young persons; and as such, to gain the respect the esteem, -
and the confidence of their parents and guardians,—how much soever these may differ from -
him, a.ncl from euch other in matters of religion ; because the purity of a person’s faith is ©
genemﬂy inferred from the goodness of his disposition and conduct, rather tlmn from a °
noisy profession, a fonduess for argument and debote, and in pronouncing a ‘harsh
judgment upon those who do not agree with him in every particular. In visiting and
examining Schools, an incident like the following has sometimes occurred. All being
requested to be very still zmd atbentive in order that. 1 might draw and exhibit two.
pictures, it was said that I intended to make use of my tongue as a brush and pmnt and
of words as canvass or paper, and to exhibif the p1ctures, not to the eye ‘of #he body, but ’
oi the mind. L00L111g at the object lessons, it was; smd that T did not see among them
plctures like those which I was about to exhibit. " A minute description was then o-1ven ot

a very good scholar; and’ upon each bemg askec “Are you like this plctule ?” the
answer was “ No! 1w no!”, It was thcu remarLed that, while it was a good sign to ﬁnd
no one tellmg a lie, yet it w as ‘a bad sign to find no one cl'ummg in truth to be like the ;
p1cLure thus drawn and e\lnblted, and it was recon;mcnded to all o endezwor to reach
this standard, fm(l if pos‘nble, to bowme even more comely and beautlful A
mmute descnptlon was next given of a very bad schol.n', and upon l)emg asked

« Are you hLe ihig plcture?” the angwer from each was “ No!” «not™ Her":
an, extreme ‘doubt was cxplessed ‘of thelr hzwmg all told the truth, for, 1f aﬁ)“
dl(]. not remember their Creator in the days of their youth, played on ‘the’ Sa.bbath da‘j”
neglected thelr t'lslss, smd bad words, did not obey "their parents at home, and the master

at school &c &d thev were llke the p1cbure of the bad scholar. Fmally, all were‘

‘ smd forever Occumonally, ;mother 1ncldent like the following has occurred Lo.oklngv
at a number of. books upon a table, and at the Tablet Reading lessons contummg 'th'éf
Lords pmyer, the ten comm&nd.ments, &c, iy Was asked what was the best book*“ :,;
tho world and, What were the best lessons ? God’s book it Was rephed is, the best l)ool(‘*57

m the world and the best lessons are those wlnch hqve the most Y hthat in them. Whlgu o

Ay Bt D {8 ¥y
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it was osked whether i would be r1ght to. keep the hest book as some of the books upon
the tahle were kept W ithout’ covers, torn, aud full of, llcks and blots, 1t Was ans“ered
“«No! Every bobk ought to be c‘u'efully kept and’ especmlly the best book b W}ieﬁ,fit;
was, nsked Where? “ Iu the heart;” Was the reply “ag .'Dswxd kept 1t » When 1t wag, -
asked, \«Vhat is meent by keepmu it in the heart ? the amount of the answers was that
they may be ‘said to keep the ‘best, book in'the heart who are taught by God who read it
frequently ond carefully, treasure 1t up m the meinory, velue it very hlghly, end endeavor
to have it as thelr gulde m their thouUhts, Words and actlons. In sectlons Whef'ra the“
eople statedly wmt upon the public meens of 1'e11g1.0us mstructlo ) andA the’ youn,
attendmg a Sa,hhath school are oarefully tramed up, by their, parents and guerdla”s, ) I;er& '
considerable amourit of ‘information on ‘the leadmg doctrmes of Ohnstmmty ig dlscermble.
But such sections are comparatively few—in many places, ignorance upon the' most’
important subjects is lamentably manifest. Itis very desirable thut ob]ect lessons.and Prints,
and Tablet Reading lessons, &e., should be in every school Also only one. echtmn, and that,
a cou'ect one, of the National School Books. I often ﬁnd it, necessary to dJrect tewchers to
he partxculaﬂy careful to teach thelr pupﬂs to he good readers, to acquire a 0'pod hand-«
Wrxtmg, and to, learn to compose with clearness, aceuracy .and, elegance. These ,useful :
bmnches are not very, carefully attended to” in ‘some schools. . 'When, exammmg in’
Anthmetlc, Grcometry, &e., 1 sometlmes ﬁnd it necessury to put some who appear to.have.
made consxdereble Jprogress, back to the elements or fiyst principles, and to: 'instruet, the
teacher to be careful that in studymg these branches his pupils do not, exercise simply the 3
memory, but ‘principally the understendmg and ]udument because what the memory
receives through these sources will be retained, and may. be afterwards, if necessary,
applied to useful and practical purposes, In the four Sownships in which I superintend . .
the schools, there isnot a single teacher employed who was trained in the Normal School.
There are some, however, who have made respectable aftainments in hterature. I do not
know oi any, tramed teachers who are not -employed. The trustees of''the several school |
sectlons are very, thankful for the Va.luable ‘Report you, have presented to. them, mth 1ts o
hlghly useful Appendlces for the Common School ’.I.‘eacher 8 Register, and for the Joufrnal
of Eclucatzon which is sent gretxs, monthly, to each school section. Accept of my best
thanks for the valuable books you, have presented to me, a,nd for your pohte attention to

the commumcatxons W1th WhlchI occasxonally trouble you" B

2. Alexander L. MeBain, .Esg., Lancaster: With respect to the condltxon of the ‘
Schools, I am sorry to say, they are not in as prosperous & condition as could be wished,
though some are doing pretty well. T find that where a school is taught by a young man the ,
prospect is somewhet encouragmg ; but old men clmg 1o ‘old customs, and conduct their
schools’ on preclse y “the éiame prmclples ag the themselves vsere teught thlrty o V?fort

yezirs a; '0_ 'I‘hey contenel that the “ Blackhoard isa usel$s§ f,hm A tl{gt’ c?,%celhyg 12 nx?»t ﬁ:‘,s,iirh ‘,;,
method v (“the long way is the sure w"ay ”)I'St" haf'é the he" e 'sf arg throw ﬁl‘x Sway'

's'““‘t,‘

of' hducatlon in' thrs 1‘6&31&%9’,‘ a.ffd"ihﬁny of the 31(1 school’” lf3 haVe ‘é’éh g,ught on the 1pse

- dixH ”"p‘rmclple, tgfke all ‘for g reqted Tn' the 'front of thls totvh*s‘hl '"‘t:%[tf):eople aré‘:
heéommg more a.hve‘ ta. then' duth, anfd’ Wﬂlmg to a,dopt almost anyt “that will b f S

g \'(
- their jbe ﬁt hut the ‘great obstacle 1s, the sméll selar)J they pay theu' ‘teachers, T 3

T »jx DRI i?t')l%‘ *‘“n Iy l?

m1poss1ble to convmce them thst the mon Who tenckies for the least salary 13 not

o 0 oo dkokd uer, A R R 3 ,nt
thelr teacher should be be’tter'pmd thon the' mar th £ ho 18 Hileir
e oy dip sers s vv@g‘?n""ﬂ?hm

‘ t 1s useless to look fpxm t;hcrou wgpﬂrk
P \w st H AN i FLBaGE 1) nig vig m; ': L
in the selectlon of ‘& taschier, and pay him’' <
of .*?sf or, and. ”Wm \

l.\. T
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a better sahry, till some who are now looked up to as the leading (vetarding) men, shall

have passed off the stage—and till some unalterable school Act shall have been passed. -
Every new Act is opposed by the majority, often because they will not understand it.
You will observe by the Repurt that there were four ‘free schools’ in this Township Iast
year, all of which worked. admirably. ' This year all the schools in the Township except '
one are conducted on the subscription principle, with instructions to the trustces to assess
any balance that may be required. This seems to be the favorite system in.this locahty,
and I think it will work well.” I observed last year that in one school the average was not’
80 great as in 1851, under the subscription principle, and I am convinced that mdxvulua.ls ‘
who will not exert themselves to educate their chﬂdren will not Send them' When they Wﬂl
be educated free.” ‘ ‘

3. John Murray Y, Esq., Locliel: “ With 1egard tio the progress of education here, I
may say that it is 'in a backward state ; and will, I beheve contirue to be so, until the *
free school system becomes a general law The trustees were generally in favor of it ; and
from my own personal’ knowledoe of the apathy and indifference that' prevail in these
parts with regard to education, I, may safely say that until we get free schools  established -
by a general Act of Parliament, we can never see education prospering. Ibeg to oﬁ'ex'
my thanks in behalf of the Trustees of the several school sections under my Jurlsdmtnon,
for your kindness in sending the Journal of Education to them. It must have a powerful’ .

“influence in raising the standard of education here.”

I1. CouNtY OF STORMONT.

4. The Reverend J. Charles Quin, Osnabruck : “ We have neither private nor separate
schools in this Township, so far as I am aware, nor any Grammar School. The Oounty'
Grammar School is situated in'the town of Cornwall. A larger number of our schools is’
on the free' principle this year than the last; and most of us hope it will be settled at
once and forever on'the free principle. Although much remains to be done’ in this !
township for the better mzmagement of schools, and to create an interest in education and
general intelligence ; yet there is a greatly increased zeal already observable in this'’
‘respect, as a residence of three yea,rs enables’ me to ‘testify. .Our teachers, although
still far from being what they ought to be, are nevertheless exhibiting great improvement ;.
and ‘trustees, for the most part, seem anxious to employ a better: class tha.n they were
formerly satisfied with.”” ‘

o

Pt
[

III COUNTY oF DUNDAS.

5. William John Ridley Esq., Matilda : My utmost exertions have been used both i
publicly and privately. to have the excellent system of free schools (which it is hoped will; o
ultimately supersede all others) established thxoughout this township ; and I am happy 1 to;
say, that, out of the nineteen schools in it at the last annual meetings, thirteen of them

are to be conducted on that system for the current year; and I'hope next year that theﬁ, |
local Supermtendent will not have to state the lamentable fact that out of 1183 pupils.;
between the ages of 5 and 16 only 801 attended school at all—thus leavmg 882 thatl<
never entered a school-house the past year. I trust this present year! that the schools w111
be better attended, and kept open a longer time ; and that the great and grand cause
education will be more zealously promoted. But the great barrier 1mpechng its progres
is owing, it must be confessed, to the lamentable parsimony which prevaals thereb
preventmg 5ect10ns from securmg the semces of good and- able teachers et

F N A
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6. The Rever end James Harris, Mountain: “Thls year the free school system has been
‘genera]ly adopted. I think thls will remove the chief obstacle to out, success, masmuch ‘
as it will enable trustees to pay higher salames, and consequently, to employ ‘Detter .
teachers. To' describe some in this place, would be derogatory in the highest degree to
the very name of teaching, May I ask whether in such instances it would not’ be more
‘advantageous for trustees, when they engage mcompetent persons for twelve months, to
gend them the first six to receive in part a Normal School tralmng? " Until We have
superior teachers, and a willingness'on the pa,rt of parents to spend a few dollars on books,
our common schools, with all their provmons, must be radxcally defective: I ‘beg to
present to the Chief Superintendent the sincere thanks of trustees and myself for his

kindness in- sending to us respectively a .copy of the Jowrnal qf Educatwn, an

a.mmgement we]l ﬁtted I doubt not, to be productlve of much good S

S Eme; son Ross, Esq., W’zllmmsbm gh ¢ Th n,ﬁ'mds me no small degree of lahsfactlon
to be able to state that the 1mprovement made in the schools over which I have had' charge
for the last three years is far, far beyond my most sanguine expectatlon Firmly

impressed with the fact that, to elevate and permanently better the wretched and almost o

irretrievable condition of our common‘schools, no step could be taken—no course pursued,
calculated to effect that grand and glorious object, other. than to secure the services of
persons of high moral and intellectual attainment, as mstructors of ‘the rising generation,

my first and great aim upon entering on the difficult and trying duties of my office, was'to =

mﬂuence parents and trustees to employ none ‘but faithful, energetic, and well quahﬁed ;

teachers, For the fwcomphshment of this high purpose, I used my. ubmost endéavors in

attempting to induce trustees to hold out greater inducements to teachers, by paying
higher salaries than they had previously been in the habit of doing; and I am happy to
say that my labor in this respect has been crowned with more than common success. .
The salaries for the last year vank nearly fifty per cent higher than those of 1849 or of
any year previouts to that date ; and I believe I can boast of Wl]llamsburgh employing &
greater number of thoroughly quahﬁed teachers than any other, or, indeed, all'the other
townships in the whole Eastern District counted together. But, notw1thstamd1no' that
the most successful and best experienced teachers have been engaged and a vast improve-
ment mnade, yet the benefits resulting from" their labors fall far short of that which would.
have resulted, had those teachers been supplied with proper books, maps;. globes; and' other
appamtus, to illustrate and explain the principles of the various branches of learmng
taught in their respective schools. “However :zealous a teacher may. be, it is as impossible
for him to discharge his duty to the interest of ‘the school section in which he.is'engaged
without having the means pla,ced in his power to. do so, as it would be for a Iaborer upon &
farm to work ior the beneﬁt of his employer, without Having’ agmcultura.l 1mplements ab
 his command, - It is equally absurd to expect a satmfactory amount; of labor in the school
‘house by the one, and upon the farm by the other. The g'fea.t and ubsolute necesss1ty of
furnishing ‘each ‘and every school section with proper books, .maps,. &c ca.nnot be too
strongly nnpressed upon the mmds of trustees; 8o too of. prowd.mg thelr sectwns mth B
~ an authorised school Register and the Jowrmzl qf Education.  Last year ha.vmg fmled m x
- indueing trustees to subscribe for a school Regxster -and the Joumal of Educatzm Ta
last resort ‘petitioned’ tho TOWIIShlp Council in the warmest terms: for | ‘the means tO' :
enable me :to- furmsh every school ‘section’ Wxthm my 3umsd1ct10n thh these req te
explmmng to’ them that it was not only placmg a powerful uxﬂ\xa.gy mthe h 4ds
‘ tmatees to ! harging ant ‘dution of ‘their responsible

mtes, IR
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that it was expedlent for economy S sake to ‘do o, Ha,pplly vou had antlcq)a,ted the, :
hberuhty of the Couneil i in this respect, and the a1d was invaluable, for we might a8 Well' ‘
be W Lthout as with a law, unléss that lmv is propmly curried into opemtlon. I candldly
‘and smcerely bclleve that there never iwas o school law under any form of Grovernment sjo B
well ndapted (f not to the wishes) 'to the wants of the people, or one 0 well, calculute\d
in_eyery respect to contnhute 80, eﬁ'ectually to the welfare of | soclcty, to the future
happmess of ‘the country, and to the elevatlon of the natlonal chamcter as the pre§'ent
school act for Upper Canadzt. L clesu'e ‘to see l)ut one change in our school, law, that ‘is-
to have a, duect tax upon property for ihe ‘maintenance ‘of every school in the 12\]1()1
receive 2 Legislative sanction. For that change I emnestly hope.., T desire to see the
door of every school house throughout the length, and brea.dth of the Provmce 0pen to. cll
and free as the breath of heaven. Canada will ever ‘stand deeply indebted to you for yourf
unwearicd exertions, energetic zeal, and untiring efforts.in the education of the Canadian
youth,and your. labors will continue to exert & ha.ppy ‘influence upon society when we are’
no more. It will not only extend to fature and yeb unborn generations, but it Wﬂl be
‘co-existent with time—co-existent with eternity.” - J Coa

8 Jolm J Kcrr, Es(_]., W'nchester. “ Durmg my qua.rterly vmts I remarked thh
much pleasure a demded 1mprovement in the common schools of 'this, TOWDShlp—thOSQ,
schools which were flcc, had a better average attencla.nce than the others ; 'and I have no- §
doubt, were a law enacted to make it compulsory on the people to’ support, that system,v .
the result would: be most beneﬁcla.l not_only to the ‘community but would arouse ,the  §
youth of the present generation to emulate the literary lmov»ledge and attainments of the -
nations of Europe.  Yes! I trust ere long the renovating ‘influence of the free sehool"
‘ gystem W 111 bring about that penod—-—‘ that consummation so devoutly to be \ushed——m
when every youth of aspn'mg genius. in the land may have an opportumty of obtmnmg'
throuvh sc1ent1ﬁc acquu'ements a position in 'society which may raise himp. to the summlt ‘

of his mshes, ‘make him an honor to the country of his blrth or his adoption, and cause.
it to be a grateful boast with him that’ he ubtained the elementary ‘part of his educatxon
ata common school. Then indeed W111 Canada have just reason to count upon orators, :
statesmen, and- professmnal men, who w1ll be, the pnde of their country, and, whose names
will go down to postemty w1th honor and dlgmty ‘ ‘ : ‘ L

IV Covmy or Pnhscom. L o 7

9. Tkomrzs 3 ggznson, Esg., ankesbury, 'West ; My report as you W111 SBéeHé;a‘é'es

. Mo not exh1b1t any merkegl 1mprovement ne1ther do I antwlpate much advancement Uit Ve
cense to employ any but well quahﬁed teachers. M:my acl\nowledge the 1mportxmcefoi
educa,‘hlon——COnCede at once the necess1ty for the general dxssemmctmn of l{nowle’clg
rofess themselves the most llherql and and em'nest Lzmdvocatea of common schools
yet they hesntate to pay the serv1ces of 'an efl‘xment ‘teacher. We \wnt a better !classof‘
teachers and ‘until trustees are mllmg to remunct'ate, I woul& not suy 11berally, hlzt
fairly, teac‘hers of attsunment a,ud ahl.hty, all hope of respectable proo'ress is ven x;y
prohlematlcal But much’ as'We désire to possess eﬂiment common schools, th’ey;l{lghé

are not suﬁiment to meet the wants of the' commumty W'e must have grammar 5choo

; 3,1§?',( and’in my humble opmlon our leglslators should g1ve tlns Slle ect é i jﬂ“" i %
“Sebbntion: T record Wnth much gratxﬁcati‘on the's sh H § mcrease of the hamber ‘“e,(f

YU‘ ,l’")ll h ! ‘“’h"i ity | it r“' ‘-rz\b lJi {‘1 r, ¢ RN ‘li [ TGATRAN BT
h rtl which hve h‘hﬁeth' g pro&unen”t before th \ min
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of our common school pupils. To me a more pleasmg mclex to the future prosperity'of
the land of my adoption could not be presented A gystem of education h:mng for its
foundations the lights of human reason,. unaided . by divine illumination may erect,
- Coliseums, cities of Athens, &e. ; ; may create a Socrates or a Plato, have a prospenty'
‘brilliant in- its ascendancy, but ephemera.l in its chamcter—gloomy and desponding in.
'its fall. But attach, nay base upon God’s written word; and you bmld upon a permanent
and lasting basis which will defy all those powers of anarchy and tumult which, so often
‘semously reta.rd the upward and onward progress of every people.” ‘

10 The Reverend Matthew Elder, Plantagmet South ¢ ¢ My 'umual report dmplays a x‘
" decided 1mprovement in the attendance and sttainments of the puplls when .contrasted '
with those; of prevmus years. Our future prospects are encouraging ; and the present '
state of public opinion in this ‘locality leads me to indulge a hope that for the future a
much g1euter interest will be manifested in the educetlonul cause ‘ ‘

V COUN’.!.‘Y OF RUSSELL

11. The Reverend John. Edwards, Clarence : “ I am happy in bemg a,ble to say that
Education in this township is advancing. . More money has been raised and expended in
the payment of teachers’ salaries than in any former year—the schools have been.in
operation a longer pemod—-—the average attendance greater than in 1851, and upon the
whole very creditable proficiency has been made by the scholars. The schools are all free, so
that the blessings of common school education are.as accessible to the children of the poor
g man as those of his prosperous neighbor. 'We owe our thanks to the Chief Superintend- -
| ent for the care he has taken to furnish all parties concerned in managing and teaching
8 our common schools with suitable helps for their work.  He appears determined that
B Upper Canada shall be second to 1o country in the new world for aﬁ'ordmg to 1ts youth ‘
the unspeakable advantages of a good educatlon ‘ ‘

12. Jokn W‘lson, Esg., Cumberland : “ Intmnsrmttmo' the a.nnu.zl report of the schools o
 in this township, I regret to say they are genemlly in a backward state—-—pa.rtly owing to.
B the ignorance of trustees and a general apathy on the part of parents——a scarcity.of
8 qualified teachers, and several 'of the’ sections being too small. Yet there is more interest
8 taken on the subject of education than. formerly ; and T feel conﬁdent that if ﬁ'ee schools
8 were generally a.dopted the result would be most cheermg You will see by the report that,

| two of the, schools' have acted, on the free school system durmg the. past year, and two o .
W more intend adopting it the present year, The “schools in general are too small, and all

B8 of them badly furnished ; but as most, of the mhabltants are new settlers, 1 antlclpate as
8 their circumstances lmprove, an mprovement in'the general character of the schools will

Bfollow. I return you my, sincere thanks for the Annual Sechool Report; for. myself, and * . L

3 the trustees of the several, school sectwns I, can ‘assure you, ‘sir, thegift. is highly- appre- -
38 ciated. There isa greet amount of i 1gnorance among that, class from ‘whom: ‘trustees. are -

[ generally elected .on;school. aﬁ’alrs. . Few, of the trustees are in’ possessmn of the School e “
8 Act, and although ea.ch school was, furmshed with a ‘copy. some years ago; little, proﬁt -has 2

gy come of 1t '.l‘he school regutersxwere very much wa.nted ag severa.l of‘the. schools»were
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VI Couvry OF CAanow

13. The Reverend Wzllmm Locheacl GQloucester, §e. : “ 1 thmk l am Justlﬁed in saying
that there is steady and manifest improvement in the common schools of Osgoode and. Glou-
cester.  Several new school-houses ‘have been erected during the past year, and some of
these of superior style and accommodation to any formerly erected. Several sections have
resolved at the late annual meeting to build new school-houses during the :present year, of
still larger dimensions and better accommodations. In some sections very strong and
bitter opposition has been munifested against ‘a tax upon property. for the support of edu-
cation. Although it is manifest that the free schools are much more: numerously attcnded
than those supponted entirely by ri ste-bill; and although some privately declare.it to be
most desirable that property should be: tuxed for education, and that they would rejoice if
Parllament should cnact a general law, imposing o tax upon all property for this purpose,
yet they are unw illing to vote for it in the presence of their nughbours who are violently
opposed to it. In these cireumstances I recommend to trustees to impose a moderate
rate-bilkand raise only a bulance by tax. I anticipate great good from the monthly visit
of the Journal of Education to the school sections of our Province. Your mdefatxgable
labours in the cause of education are destined to elevate and bless the youth of our country,
and t6 command the admiration and gr atltude ofa prosperous and cnlxght;ened people

14, The Rev(’rena’ Jokn Flood, Gower, Norﬂz, g : « Iam afraid thatyou will not per-
ceive much improvement during the past yearin tire schools Whlch Thave been superintend-
ing. Their advancement is slow Nevertheless, education is progressmfr Its progress
cannot be very well shown 'in the columns of a iormul report, but there is a strong. and
mcrea.smg interest in school matters, which will, before long, produce good results.. There
are many hindrances to general mstructlon, but these are a,lready beginning to dxsappem' ;.
and the time is approaching when difficulties \\111 be ov ercome, and school aifairs \\111 be
conducted without contention.”

VII. County oF GBE\\'ILLE

15. James Clapperton, qu Auyws‘ta  Those sections in which free ‘schools have been
adopted, are still being continued, with one or two exceptions, and those which are not free
ure being carricd on by putting a small rate-bill upon each child gomg to school, and
assessing property to make up the teacher’s sulary. ‘This Jatter plan is the favorite one in
our section of country. I trust the time is nearat hand when the schools will all"be
made free by law, till then, there will be contentlous and hard feelings shown by the free-
holders at every annual and special meeting. I am convinced that the apportioning the
- public money. accordmg to average attendance will have the eftect of makmg trustees keep

 the schools open longer. Those sections which were generally kopt open six months, have,,
the past vear, been opm from seven to nine months.”

16. le Rewrend James .Geggie, . L'dwm dsburgh: “ Our report shovs that, progress :
during the year has'beon but small among us, and’ that we, must ‘make great adva,uces“
before we can consider ourselves in that stute of Lfﬁuency which it should be our’ endeavor
to reach. In most of our school sections, no effort is made to obtain apparatus "Too'
many of the chxldren are not at school. We have 1o comimion school libraries. : But we
have st least 10 sabbath school hbra.nes, with upwards of 1,000 volumeq ; andiw hen some

" taste for rendmg is acqmred we may expeut that ende av oru \\ﬂ] be ‘made to obtzim commom g
school libraries. . Free schools ‘are f.u' irom gxmmg favor' a,u(l it is niy. de,udc,d opmlon .
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that the legislature should by law say, | let _every school throughout the country be freel--f L
for the people will not voluntarily, and mth sufficient liberality, support the schools. " We .
have no separate schools, and our school system should have no such. element of self Loy
destruction.”” : , :

‘i‘

17. The .Reverend J’oseph Anderson, G‘ower, South: “The desire of knowledge and' :
the mode of ecqmrmcr it have enoaged the attention of the wise and pmdent in every age .
but in no prevmus age of the world. ‘Has. the same amount of energy been employed to
develop the powers of the human mind and to clothe thein with useful knowledge a8 is |
bestowed in the present age: In former times there might have been found in & fa.mlly‘ '
one who had recewed a little educatlon while at the same time, all. the other hranches of
the fumlly were 1eft in total darkness in point of  scientific knowledae How pleasant ‘
must it be to the eye of every enhghtened mind at the present time, to aee ‘the parents of
every creed pushing forward and striving to have their children cducated: The enllghtened
system of education which you' devised for this Pr ovinee, and which must have cost you
great labor and mtense study, I am Lappy to say appuars to'give generu.l satlsfa.ctlon The -
free school’ system is now better received and more duly apprecmted than it hltherto has ‘
been. In this section of country the tone of education is greatly advanced, Our, boa.rds

of pubhc instruction are using more precaution than f01 merly in certifying for mcompeteut
teachers; the consequcnce of which is that we ‘are now fuv ored with' competent temchera,
and the most happy results are experxenced ” : l

"

" 18, The. Reverend . W. J Macdowell O.rford “ At preeent I have .only tlme to
remark that the schools in this neighbourhood are much improved, and: educatlon -is ‘, ‘
receiving a much healthier tone than tormelly, for which the people are indebted ‘more to-
the school law, as ab present established, than to their own individual exertions.”” And it
only requires the free school system and pubhc hbxa.ues to make the system somewhat
complete. ‘ .

VIII Comm:y OF Lnnns

Co 19, Leww Olupmcm, Lisq., - Bastard:-and Burgess, South The wa.nt of eiﬁcxent

teachers in some sections is felt to the'serious detriment of ‘education, but I hope sdon to"

“see this difficulty removed ; and X believe the present year there will be a better class of

teachers than formerly, as there are several now eng.tged who, havirlg beén tra.med in the

Normal School, can impart the way of mstructwn to others—and I- hope ere long, 0 see

an increasing intereston behalf of education. I-am happy to- inform you' that & decided”

. improvement bas taken- place within a_few years. with regard to our school: houses, there

being now elgbt of stone in' this townshlp (Bastard) and three more of ‘the same’ matena.l

" are expected to be built - the ensumg summer ; most of them we ha,ve bexng Iarge and
»‘commodlous T . ‘. ‘ coeo e

"-
'y, e,

20 Thos Vanstan Esq anott Leeds aml Lansdown, Eont “It a.ﬁ‘ords me much ples, ,
sure to say that education i is ra,ther improving; there are more free schools inthese townslups v
thls year then in any former yea.r, and. there a,ppears to be a growmg mclmatlon atnengst'v EhN
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school houses should be removed, and new stone or bnck ones erected on the most unproved
plan in their stead. I consider warm, commodious and well ventilated school-houses the
strongest manifestation of educational improvement, and the ha.rbmgers of intellectual
deve]opment Your anuual report may be considered a store-house of information to every
nquiring mind, on all subjects connected with education in Canada West. Itis a key of
information to every officer connected with common schools, and the answers in the latter
part of it given to certain questions' proposed by trustees and others, are likely to set at
rest many doubtful matters, and save a great deal of correspondence with the Education
Office. The Journal of Education being sent free to every incorporated body of ‘trustees,
will render them great assistance in the dlscharge of their duty,and leave them with with.
out cxcuse in regard to the practical working of the School Act: it may be considered a
good and uscful paper, and might be read with profit by every family in Canada. No
doubt there are some few individuals who are prejudiced against the present school law ; but I
have mvamably found such characters almost entirely ignorant of it, foundmg their
prejudices on the reports and opinions of others: I have even heard some say it was
lengthy, and hard to be understood, although they could not refer to any School Act in -
any country, or to any herctofore in Canada so short; or so easy to be understood. The
union of common schools with grammar schools is a step in the right quarter, and is
likely to confer an incalculable good on the laboring class in Canada whereby they will be
enabled to procure for their children those higher branches of education which their-
circumstances otherwise could not obtmn~—mvmg talent and industry a fair oppor- .
tunity to compete with wealth. A more equal apportionment of the grammar school fund |
would be another step much required. The large, wealthy towns, and villages, where
there are the most wealthy scholars, best able to pay and help themselves, draw a much
larger share of the fund than they should, thereby leaving the grammar schools in thinly |
populated villages, a very small share of the fund—on account of which trustees are
scarcely able to keep a grammar school teacher employed. You will likewise discover by -
the reports that the average attendance in these townships is small, as well asin other
parts of Canada. Onc cause of this appears te be the constant change of teachers who
take up school teaching as a necessary convenience ; consequently they feel no interest in .
the education of the youth. N othing short of professional teachers will answer. It
would be well to introduce a clause in the School Act that no teacher shall hold a first .
class certificate after the 1st. day of April, 1855, unless he or she was trained in the
Normal School; and that no teacher shall hold a second class certificate after the 1st. day .
of April, 1856, unless they were trained in the Normal School; and the qualification of -
the third class teacher after the 1st day of April, 1855, should be the same as now required :
for the second class : this would have a great tendency to make school teachinga professmn
‘and at the same time would afford ample opportunity to teachers to comply with it.
Another cause of poor attendance is the short period of the school year, which constantly
- affords an opportunity of discharging the teacher at the end of six months. This checks
the ambition of the zealous teacher, who gets tired of his calling, and seeks employment in .
. some other way, more ‘constant and becoming: it has no better effect on the children
who, being free from, and severed from their teacher, lose their relish for learning and
become exposed to fall into idle habits. To "emedy this a little, it would be well as'-
.goon as possible to lengthen the school year ‘to nine'months, and after 1856 to lengthen it .,
to twelve months. Another preventive to poor attend&nce, if it were not deemed despotlc, :
- would be to make parents in each school section who without reasonable excuse neglect to
send their chlldren w}nle the school is kept open pay slxpence per month for the time: ,°f
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-1bsence to the trustees of their section to apply to the payment of the teacher’s salary,
This would have a great tendency to induce careless parents to send their idle children to
school. - I cannot close these remarks without bearing testimony to the great progress that
is being made in the school in the village of Gan:moque under a teacher who had . been

trained in the Normal School-zu1 evident proof of the value it is destined-to bestow on
Camda ‘

21. Hewry P. Washburn, Esq., Leeds and Lansdown, Rear : “ Our 'schools are in mueh
the same condition as they were last year—all the school houses with one room, without
much furniture, except desks and seats, No libraries—no large ‘maps bung up for the -

~use of pupils.  Our school corporations think themselves well satisfied if they can obtain
the national books as authorized by the Provmclal Council of Public Instruction. The
introduction of the Jour nal of Tducation to ench corporation of school trustees wﬂl be
likely to diffuse useful information relative to schools, the want of which has caused much ‘
difficulty. ‘The county boards of education to grant certificates to teachers is, in my
opinion, an admirable provision of the law. Immoral and incompetent teachers have,
under the practical working of these boards, been excluded from teaching. Itis also well
caloulated to protect trustee corporations against incompetent teachers, inasmuch as they
have to appear before a tribunal which mquu'es into their moral character as well as ‘
of their scientific acquirements. The power given to local superintendents to annul
certificates until the next sitting'of the county board, if judiciously exercised, is a very:
needful one. The education of the youth of ouwr land is a great work ; and if all school
officers do their duty according to the general instructions given, the present working of .
the school law will prove a blessing to the country. Give us education—free to all as the
sunlight of heaven. Education is the best wealth a nation can be in possession of. Ttis
next to the love of Grod shed abroad in the heart—Afitting the young for important statxons
of society. ‘

IX. Coum*y OF LANARK.

22. John A. Murdock, Esq., Baz‘immst &e.: “You wﬂl observe, that there are several
school sections in which no school has been kept for some years. These are commonly
small school sections, which never prosper. Though an effort is sometimes made to start
a school, it is usually given up after perhaps half a year's teaching, as being too bm“bhen- .
some. There are no fewer than 12 or 14 such sections within my limits, contammg a
school population of from 400 to 500 children. Some of these will no doubt be sent to

‘echool in some of the adjoining sections, but the greater part will be permitted to grow ' -

up in ignorance. This being the case municipal councillors ought to pause before
altering a school’ section, so as to make two out of one, since as'a general rule small
sections do no good.—J am happy to state that the salaries now. oﬁ'ered our, teachers are a
shade higher thzm in former years. People are beginning. to understand how & cheap.
teacher may be the dearest. Many of our best and most talented teachers have gone to
the Normal school, and after havmg 1mproved themselves in tha,t excellent mstlbutlon,
they have found it to their advantage to remain and teach in the western part of Upper ‘
Canada, where the salaries paid to teachers are much ‘higher than they are here. /It may
naturally be etpec'ced that as teachers rise in character and eﬂicxency they will, recenre a "
better remuneration for their ‘services than they ‘have hitherto dome. * N umbers, of our,
young teachers are now studying to qua,hfy themselves to pass a session in- the Normal
school. ——You wxll also observe that in some. matancen free achools hava been adopted and
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that in those sections the attendance has been numerous. Many persons formcr]y hostile
to a frec-school system have wholly altered their opinions aud begin even to express a
wish that our legislature would establish free schools by law. In the schools under my
charge the modc alluded to in my last year's report is most generally n.(lopted—thut of
each subycribing according to his ability, or, if by rate bill, puymg for two out of a family
and sending all the rest to school without any further dmrge, thus makmq it p:wtmlly a
froe school. I may add, that, in this part of the province, the general opinion is adverse
to. the establishment of sectarian schools. ' There arc none now within my limits.—
Wherever there is a thorough mixture of all denominations in a neighborhood, sectarian
schaols are not practicable.. In country places it' takes the united eﬁ'orts of men of all,
creeds to suppmtz one school : & plurality is out of the. questmn Should the attempt to
divide the school fund among the different rellgxous\bodles in Canada ever succeed, we.

may bid adieu to a national system of common schools."” Though some few altemtlons may:
be expedient, our present school law, (now that it begins to be understood,) seems on the
whole to work well. Through its' operation our schools are gradually becoming more
eflicient, and our teachers a more respectable (,lass of men than formerly.

23. Edward Byr ne, Esq., -Burgess, Nor th “The late date .at which I received the
blank must account for the non-appearance of my report until now. Probably it may not
alford the information you would desire, but it contains a true statement of all circum-
stances connected with education in this township; and I am pleased to remark that
teachers and parents in general are aroused from the apathy that prevailed amongst them
with regard to ecluca,tlon The grand topic of discussion now is the' cultivation of the
youth of the country. All parents, and those baving charge of children, consider that
without education the risi ng generation ncver can be 5o usclul to society, nor so proﬁtable
to themselves. The schools of 'this towmhlp have all been conducted on the free school
system this.year; and I may say it is permanently established, for those adverse to it
deem all further opposition as unavailing. The chief source of hostility to the free school
system was short sighted selfishness; and all that was. necessary to convert antagonists
into fnends was to show them that, even in the immediate udvmntnae of money matters, the
free school system was certain to prove most, beneficial. In 1llustxulnou of the fact that
mistaken views had engcndered much of the opposition that free schools had to encounter
—akt the late annual ‘meeting in one of the sections under my superintendence where I
lectured on the subject, I clearly proved to the inhabitants that it' would be to their
interest to adopt a free school by pointing out the many adv nnt.xges that it afforded over
any other; and urging in addition the obligations incumbent upon parents in respect to
their offspring in providing for them the best possible education as regm'ds their temporal
and cternal welfare I am happy to state that upon this occasion some of the most
determined opponents of the free school system were 0 fully convmce(l of its good effects,
that though they came to oppose; they voted for it, and others went owa.y without voting
on cither side. Now that the system has freely set in we may conﬁclcntly calculate upon
many receiving education who would otherwise be neglected. This fact many who
formerly opposed, are now compelled to admit, on witnessing the erowded stote of the
schaols, and, remembermg the thmly oc(.upled benches of former days In the course of
my official visits to those sections where free schools were'in operatxon, I admired the
accuracy, promptness, and a,blht_) , with’ which the pnpﬂs acquitted themselves in’ the
different classes enumerated in the report. Thete are some columns blank in th rcport
and others that I would w ish to ses taught in every common ‘school, viz : algebra, J;,eonm:t‘mv »
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elements of n.atum] plnlosophy plane trigonometry, and astronomy, which I am son-y to
say are very liftle thought of by parents or. trustees. The schools of thig township are .
very well plovulcd with desks and seats, and there is. money now in. the hands of the -
trustees of two seclions to purchase a sct of large maps on rollers, which I hope will be.in
‘the schools shortly.  Trustecs have now no reason to use as an argument their i ignorarice |
of the law for non-comphance with ils provisions: the “Anmual Report of the Chief “‘
Superintendent ” and the Journal of Education, furnished to edch- corporation’ in Uppor ‘
Canada, contain all necessary information to guide them in the per formance of their duties. . .
This latter boon . is another of the many ~obligations under which you have: placed ‘the
people of Upper Canada, in your unceusmg exertions in’ behalf of education genemllv "
The great aim of the friends of education is'to concentrate the 'intellectual powers of the
Province in behalf of free schools, trusting to find you still the best, as )ou have lntherto
been the ﬁrst fmend of that system in Camda " ‘

24 The RcvarendJ B. Worrell, Ehnsley, North “ With respect to- the schools m
the townslup gonemlly, I may suy they are 1mprovmg More interest is taken i in tnem,
and an increasing desire to improve the school' houses. The' gift of the Jommal qu'
Education will, I doubt not, gre'xtly tend. to help forw &rd the good work "

2o John McAJam, Esq., Paolcmham “ Yea,r after year we are slov« ly but steadxly
upproachmg to ‘a universal free school system, which climax of my hopes through your
unceasing efforts, nided by a generous and’ enlightened. people, I trust may soon'be.
attained. The transmission of the Journal of Bducation to the various local supenuteudents,
municipal corpor ations, and trustees, will, I fecl satisfied, be attended with most beneficial -
results. It gives all parties, an opportunity of knowing for themselves and not depend-
ing, as many of them do, on the word of others, who know: equolly as little of the operations,
of the school law as themselves, and who, unless stimulated, jog on in the. old Jrack. “As
this, in all probability, is the last report I'shall have the pleasure of sending yon, I have: to 3
thank you for the attention and dispatch-which all my communications -have met with at
your hands; and to congratulate ' you on our present progressive. system ot educatxon, -
which is mainly attmbutable to your humxme and patnotlc exermous nooo o

26 Tre Reverend Jolm Mc]llorme, Ramsa y ;¢ There has- been a good deal of oppo-
sition and mustermg of forces against the free school system, and with such' success, that ' -
only one section was entirely frec, last yea.r, and two partially so. Those parents who
have no children of school " age; are’ almost, una,mmously against it, and ‘cven those wha '
have, are 80 taunted with the suppose(l meanness of getting’ their children’ educated at
" their nelgbbor s expense; that they are sometlmes induced “to vote against it' also The
consequence is that, for'the present. year also; very few sections have adopted that mode
of raising the teachers’ salary. ' At the same time T beheve that were the' system mposed“ |
by law without reference to the 'sentiments ' of parents, {and-without, leavmg ‘them‘any . -
L chmce, ‘the thing would be quletly submitted to. 'If siich be' the ultlmate mtentmn of ‘the.
legislatire, I think the sooner ‘it is done lie better. ~ A’ magomty ‘of the ! schools ‘during.
1852 have been well ‘and a few very eﬁiclently taught ; but’some 'aldo’ lwve been under '
poor teuchers, and, ‘28 an usual consequence, ‘have been ag poorly atterided. ' Low' salanes L
‘and a.consequent scarcity of teachers, are the causes of the deﬁcxency in the quahty of
several schools. Almost every teocher however low hls q\mlxﬁcatlons or smxlll lns
in teaclung is pxcked up and cmyloycd W S P
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27. Duncan R‘iyuson,llsg Admaston, &e. : * We shall not have good schools here unil
the free school system is ndopbed which, I trust, will be soon. Oune school secmon m
Bromley is now on that principle.”

28. William Holliday, Esq., Bayoz‘ &e: “You will perceive by my. report that the,
cause of education is making some progress in these townships, at least if the number of
schools be any indication of its advancement. The free school system is certainly superior.
to any other that Iam conversant with for the education of the mass. Let those therefore .
that have the means and no children, consider the difference between sehools and no schools,
It must be clear that property in 'an educated; and consequently civilized,  community, is
enhanced in value. Children educated under parents who slncerely wish them to be so, .
are equal to a well mounted police for the security of property in their neighbourhood,
instead of being' pllferers and aggressors whenever an opportunity offers. Unless the free
school system is generally adopted in townships like these where the inhabitants are
generally of the poorer class, it is impossible, according to my.view, tha zt education can
prosper. There are, no doubt, many patriotic men who have no children or whose families .
have grown up, who, nevertheless, give willingly and cheerfully of their substance for such -
laudable purposes; but there are many great men, many noble, at least so called among
men that nothing short of the pen of inspiration can persuade them to open their eyes.
and enable them to see the actual position they stand in with respect to society in this
particular, Previous to my appointment as local superintendent, I argued against free
schools for the reason that my family was large according to my assessment, and delicacy. -
made me speak against the system, being averse to have any man contribute to the.
education of my children ; but since my appointment I find it a duty incumbent on me to
advocate the system whlch is most likely to produce the most beneficial results to society..
at large ; although on this account I have been blamed for inconsistency. . I therefore
coincide with a great many local superintendents, that a legislative enactment would stop
the mouths of gainsayers. Let the free school system become law, and I.am confident it -
will prove a universal blessing. Your school report and Jowrnal of Education are. doing,
more to awaken dormant sensibilities in this quarter than anything hitherto produced.
They are in perfect keeping with the school act which intends that the people shall not'
die for lack of knowledge if they will only receive willingly the beneﬁts bestowed upon,
them.”

29. Andrew W. Irving, Esq., Pembroke, &ec.,: “I hope the tlme is not far dlstant !
when you will succeed in your laudable efforts to get the free school system established by .
law throughout the province. I'am satisfied tha% then, and not till then, education will univer-. :
sally prevail in theland.  Thave not delivered any formal lecture in any of the school sectlon
under my care: such lectures have been so poorly attended that I judged it better at th
quarterly examination, which I always strive to attend, to give such advxce and information
on educational matters as I think necessary on the occasion.’ The Journal. ofsi
© Education comes regularly. The a.rmngement of supplying local superintendents with‘
this excellent periodical is a very wise one. I am sure this method of circulating it wzll ﬂ
tend to advance the cause of education most materinlly.”.

80. The Reverend Oharles Mamson, Ross, &e.,: I am happy to mform you of th S

improvement in the system of common schools under my supermtendence Former]y ;
. :
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there were no free schools in Ross and consequentlv but one school in the tcm nship. But
by pub])d y lecturing upon the free school system and explaining its utility, prejudice has

given way to better, kc]uws, and [ have the pleasure to kuow that there w 11 1 be three i ee .

sdmolw in Ross this: year. In ‘Ncﬁmf'ath the free school system i fust coming irito

upunf,\ou in the several sections. L think that with one L\(.eptwe clanse— that \\]m,h .

leaves it optlonn] to provide for the support of schools in any other way than on this.
system—Upper Canade has'the best, school law. of any country in the world. '1f T am
asked why T like it the best ? ? 1 answer, because it aﬁords a means of education to e\'er

class of children, and to every child in cach class.  Andis in fact so much like the blessed
Gospel which says, <whosoever will come, way come® that I eannot but-love it.  If that -

system was at once established by law and made bin ding upon all sections we should have

more schools and more than we now have.. The trustees in several sections finding they have

power to build and tax the school sections, ave building, and finishing those houses which
were begun ; and there will soon be a school house in every section, and I hope a school
in every school house. * The circulation of the Journal among the people is awakening
them to action, and T think that if a little. help by way of an extra grant of money for a
few years could be given them (for they are but poor) it would accomplish much good. I
cannot close this without tendering to yourself and those connected with your department

my sincere thanks for the promptttude and urbanity which yqu have dmplayed upon all

occasions when I have sought information from you ; and I wish you increasing: prospemty
in your efforts for i nnprovmg the edumhoml fadilities of thc rising’ generabzon”’ ‘

XI Couxm’ oF F'RONTENAC.

31, The Reverend T. W. Allen, J(znjston. “In transmitting my m:mual report of ‘

schools in the township of Kingston, it gives me much pleasure to express the’ conviction
that o good degree of improvement has taken place in many of them during the past year.
The school houses generally are in better repair; and in several of the schools a better

system of instruction and discipline has been introduced. Though many of the reports of

the trustees needed alteration and correctton, still on the w l\ole they were infinitely
superior to those of last year, both in point of fulness and accuracy. I see most of the

local supermtcndeuts attribute the excellence of the school to the character of the toacher.

This is true as far as it goes; but I am persuaded the root of the efficiency of a school -

lies in the liberality of the people, and the interest which they manifest in the cause of
education.  ‘Wherever a proper salary is given, n good teacher is the result; but. when

trustees offer & pittance, less than that given to a decent domestic: servant, to o teacher, :

it is surely folly tq expect a well-informed person to demean himself by accepting it. -1
have endeavored, both in my lectures and otherwise, to impress the people with the neces.
sity of giving good salaries to their teachers, and, to this end, of being united among them-
selves ; for division is frequently the cause of small salaries. It is to increased remunera

tion, and to the labors of the Normal School, that we must look for permanent improve.

' ment in the efficiency of our teachers. ‘The registers which you sent will be produetive of
~much good, and have beenthankfully received. 1t may seem strange that a greatvr numbep
ot school lectures were not delivered during the past year; it hns nob been owing to my
negleeh however, bub to the, apathy of the' sc.’hool sections, that many more were not de)i-
- vered, I gave all sections.in the tow nshlp, in which there was a schoolhouse ‘or othor
btuldmw sul(;able for the purpose, the opportumty of hearing a’ lectute on some educatxoua
subjecb und it has no(; been my fault that this opportumty was not embraced "o
L

oy, e S L, S
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32. Bernard ILP)?)(P(ZI/, Esy., Storr ington: I may -yemark, with regard to our schools
in this township, that, in general, they are promising very well, owing, I believe, to tha
influence of the. hce-%hool systen. Tn 1852 we ‘have bnd tlu'ee free schools—- ‘
this year there is one more on the list ; which shows that the system is gaining ground'i in
Storrington, although in some scetions it meets with great opposition. Tt is my wish, for ‘
the good of the youth ol Storrington, next year to hezur of every school in it being on tho |
free system, ‘and not in it alonc, but in every townshlp in the Province-—as it is the only .
means w hereby we ean secure to the people of ourcounu-ythateducatxonulnch they by nature ,
‘ought to enJoy

XII. County or ADDINGTON.

83. The Reverend Paul Shirley, Camden East : “In sending my roport for the past yém',
I have but few observations to make, farther than to say that, by the course I adopted in
the year 1851, my most sanguine cxpectations have been’ fully realized. The schools,
generally spenking, are in a ﬁouushmﬂ' condition, and harmony prevails throughout; - My
practical knowledge of teaching assxsted me very much in the discharge of my duty ’l‘hele
was nothing in the whole sysiem strange to me. Experience ennbled me to give every ne-
cessary. dxrcctlon to teachers, and to instriict them how to govern themselves and those
committed to their charge. I observed to them that art and tact were nearly as useful to
the advantageous discharge of their duty, as cducation.. I assured them that I gave my
{full assent to the geucml directions disseminated by the Journal of Education for the suc.
cessful management of schools. Nothing could have had a better effect upon the people
than the fr equcnb examinations, and the observations made at the conclusion of cach. On.
those occasions I'entered into their feelings, and explained away their prejudices. . By
those meetings I have in a great measure relieved the teachers from the drudgery of their
swuatlons——l mean the neccasnty of inflicting corporal punishment in the government of. their.
schools. I convinced pupils of the great advantage to be derived from propriety of conduct;
and enlisted the sympathy and co-operation of parents in their favor. I scarcely delivered'a
public lecturein any section, thatwas not attended with some good result; and persons of high
respect have called on wne privately to inform me how bencficial thelecture proved intheir loca-
lity. T make these remarks for the good of others, Twenty years® experience taught me the
necessity of inducing mothers to be warmly engaged in the education of their children.. Itis
evident to every person that they have the chief control of their families, and that they can
send to, or keep their children from, school almost at their pleasure. If this statement be
~ correct, it proves the necessity of giv ing the femule part of the community an enlarged,
sound education. Wherever you find a cultivated mother, there you generally find an en:
lightened family. lIer knowlcdge is not ouly communicated to her children, but,. through
them, to the commumty at large. ' I ain happy to have it in my power to assure you that.
education is diffusing itself rapldly through all the parts of the country w ith. which I-am
acquainted ; and that the grammar and model schools, established in the village of New-
burgh, Camden East, can claim a full share of merit in this good work. In conclusmn, I
~ wish you all the happiness and prosperity to which your enterprise and perseverance entltle
you, and hope that you will endeavor to give effect to those means which are best calculated’
_ to disseminate sound education to all her Majesty’s subjects in this Province.” N

34 T/wmas Askton, L’sg 2L D., E’rnestown' “It nﬁ'ords me much pleasure in sry yi
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during the past year. On referring to my report of 1851, you will perceive that the schools
have been kept open a much longer time and with a larger number in atbendance. . I have
spared no pains to ascertain the feelings of the people in this township in connection with
the free school system ; and I regret to say that no one subject has caused so much discord -
in the various localities. In fact it is cvident that the subject is not reviewed: in a proper
light, and that the only way in which it can be sct at rest is by legislative enactment. . I~

‘think if the government would pass an act makinga uniform rate for each scholar attending -
school, and then o general tax to make up the balance, such a measure would give satisfre-
tion; for many say they have no objection to pay part for the support of the school, ;'
provided those deriving the bencfit pay more: although the sections have the'power of .
doing so now, it would be much more satisfactory if tho law defined the limits of the rate-.
bill. . To give an example—the inhabitants of a school section, not fur from this, last year,
voted o free school. At the late.aunual school meeting they were ‘divided, ohd the anti-
free school men had the majority. These passed aresolution that the chﬂdreq’,‘u,tten‘diug‘tho ‘
school should pay three shillings and ninepence per month—a sum almost impossible for

the majority to pay, consequently there will'be no school in that section this year. Had
the law limited the rate-bill this unpleasant aftair could not have happeped. From the
unwearied zeal, reverend sir, ever evinced in the cause of education, the inhabitants - of
Canada owe you a lasting debt. In the name of the various school scetions of this town- -

ship you will be pleased to accept thanks for the provisions lately made them.””

at'

85. John J. Watson, Esq., Adolphustown : “ Onc thiag I should like to see finally -
settled : namely, the manner in which funds are to be provided for the support of common -
schools in townships. Many of the conflicts which now trouble us would then cease. I,
am in favor of the free school system, about the final establishment of which 1 have no
doubt; but, even assuming that a majority of the people are prepared for it, circumstances
still remain unfavorable to its attainment. - Much remains to be done.. In pecuniary matters
we shall fall far shorb of what is necessary for the study and permanent sapport of public
instruction. 'We have one hundred and thirty-six children’ of school age, one hundredand
four of which havo received instruction at our schools during the past year; cighty-five
pounds, two shillings and a penny being all that has been paid for tencher’s salaries. I
wish we could boast of one trained teacher from the normal school,—although our female -
teachers deserve'zauch credit.” . R ' o

XIIL. Cgimiy or LeNvox. - |

36, The Reverend John G. Bull, Fredericksburgh: “ X am happy to have it to state
that the schools in this township are somewhat improved. There seems to be something
" of .a spirit manifested on the subject of education. ‘Our schools have all been in operation
~ some part.of the year; but our school ‘system, ~notwithstanding ‘the improvements that
have been made for the last few years is not complete, nov will be so' until we have.free
~ schools. 'We must have them before we shall be able to accomplish the end contemplated.
There are persons who will oppose every thing not in accordance with théir, own sentie
ments, regardless of consequences ; and lience the present system leaves room for much
contention in various scctions on the subject of taxation. ‘L6t the government tax and all
' will be right. © T Liope our present House of Assembly will take the subject into:consider-
ntion, and give us free schools. "1 think the country is prepared to reccive and profit by
them” = o T

o ' o ooy .
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XIV. Couxty or Prrxce Epwanp. :
87. David Leavitt, Fisq., Athol: Allow me to. suggest o you, and for consndemtlon by
the friends of education gencrally in the provinee, thc propriety of an additional clause to -
the school act to provide for the: sebtling of questions which somelimes arise between the:
inhabitants of o school section and 1udw1duuh who, as it frequently happens, own ‘the
lands in the central parts of school sections, and who oppose the erection of school houses
on any lands they possesss : also to settle questions which may arise as to the quantlbv of
land required and the amount of mongy to be paid for the lands required for common
school purposes. Tnstances have happened in which ‘individuals have held out induce..
ments and made liberal promises in regard to sites for school houses until the section has
been cstablished and the house required to be erected when an enormous price would be
demanded for the land, or a total refusal given to allow a school house to be erected upon
any conditioﬁs whatever. Where suitable sites exist in or near the centre of a section, it
is in my opiuion, (especially if the section is large, as it should be) but right and just that
the school house should be as near the centre as circumstances will perrmt Our legisla:
ture, to encourage the building of plank and macadamized roads' have, I beheve, wisely
provided that private property may be taken for public purposes by allowing an equltablej
compensation ; and have provided (if' I mistake not) a short and easy method of determi-
ning what that compensation shall be: and if the cause of education is of as much:
importance to the present and future gencrations as plank roads, then I can see no good:
reason why they may not deal in a similar manner in reference to the necessary amount of
land requu'cd inany school section for common school purposes. Again, if it is right to.
take my money by law for the purpose of crecting school houses for, pubhc good, then
why not my land whereon to erect a school house \hou]d the pubhc interest' demand it ?
But 1 need not stop to argue the question in favor of so equitable a measure—it is plam'
that no argument is reqmrc,d Yet the enormous evils which have hcretofore existed in’
regard to tlns matter, and which may again recur hereafler, have induced me to make the :
above suggestions for consideration. Should you agrec with me as to, the propriety of i u,‘
measure ot this kind (and confident I am if you havc seen the evils arising from the \wmt‘
of such a measure that I have, you w il) I would also suggest the propmety of settlmg
disputes of this nature in the same manner'as the school act provides for the setbhng of
differences of opinion-between the majority of the inhabitants of aschocl section and the )
‘majority of the trustecs in regard to a site for 2 school house. Or perhaps uunstxons of
this kind as to whether a school house shall be built on o man’s land against hig wmhes-—
what quantity of land may be taken for such purposes, and the amount to b given- for
such land, might be referred to the municipal council of the township in which/such pro-
perty is situated. For one I am’ confident that some measure of this kind is required; to-
remedy existing evily, and I hope ere the ensuing session of Parliament closes to sce some,
cqul‘cable mensure adopted to settle queshons of the kmd above referred to which. frequcut]v
'mse. ‘ ‘ ‘ . -y

'
(R

38. le .Zi’everen(l J. R TooL(', Marysbur gh The number of free schools in the townv ;
“ghip is nine.” But four oLhers are partly supporied by a sectional tux, leaving ouly ﬁvg/
wholly upheld by rate-bill. It cannol be denied that the desire for free schools | is becor -
nw more 'mncrnl nor, that in ﬂmcultuml dlstncts the sy stun works \soll
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great weight fa]lmrr upon a few who are doing busmess, in a great degree, w 1th borro“ ed
capital. . The nutlon'ﬂ series of school bogks is becoming more common in our schools, at
Jeast us regards readers, and few persons appear as advocates for the i incongruous reading

© books w h]ch prev ailed o few years ago. The bible is read in five schoo s, and I hope to '
introduce it into others durmg the current year,© To this end I have lmmtutcd (ab my

own expense, of course) a prize of five shillings a year in'each school i in the township, to ‘
be awarded to the greatest proficient in the sacred hlstorv bobh of the old and new. testa- ,

ments. In general, there is a manifest tendency to advance evinced by the people af large, .

which, if it can be novemed and properly dxrected must lead to very beneﬁcml 1esults "

XV County or I‘IASTII\GS ‘

39. The Reverend Sleplzen il[ﬂes, lilzevw* &c K “A]l the schools, I beheve, mtendl ‘

using the national books, and there isa nm]orxby of those books now in use; yet there are.
a fe\\ other kinds used. There is, “however, a great lack of having the schools well sup-.
plied, on the part of parents, with such books as are necessary for the benefit of their

children ; and to this I have very frequently alluded, when visiting the schocls. * The free =

school system is gammg populamby, I believe, every day; and I find, on ref'errmrr to the
proceedings of the annual school meetings, held on the twelfth of January last, the major~

ity of the sections in these two townshxps have resolved on adopting this principle. Your -

unwearied exertions in causing to be put into the possession of every school section, free
of etpense, that invaluable and highly useful and interesting periodical, the Journal of
Iducation, ave spoken of in terms of high commendation ; and I find it is being quite
anxiously and punctually called for at the Post Office. T have no doubt it will prove a
source of much benefit to the people. Your annual report for the year eighteen hundred

and fifty-one has been very highly spoken of, and I believe, has given general satlsfactlom,i

but there were not enough of copies sent to supply every section, and I shall give to my

successor a list of the deficient ones. Some teachers had provided themselves with school

registers, mdupeudent of the trustees; but through your judicious management, every sec-
tion is now supplied, independent of teachers; and the carefully filling up of these, if pro-
perly attended to on the part of teachers, will very materiaily assist the trusteesin making

out their next annual report. In making my visits to the different schools in OPPT&tIOD ‘

during the past year, I have®been highly gratified in noticing the.order observed i :the

management of the schools, .and the cleanliness of the school bouses, especmlly thoseunder .-

the dlrectlon of female teachers; and, on the whole, there i« evidently a visible :advance-
ment being made in the acquirement of a practical and vseful education. In conclusion,

Ibeg to remark, that I hardly know what would tempf e to engage in the office of local -

superintendent for another year, every duty of which is frnught with such \ast consequen-
ces, and should be attended to with scruleous punctuahty But I must say, so far as I
have been connected with it, that visiting the schools, and thus enjoying n,fm'orable oppor-
tunity of addressing parents and children on the important subject of #cquiring a useful

eduention, in connection with other interesting topics, has been the most pleasmg part of

m, duty.””

+ 40, Thomas .Balcm' Lsq., Huntm_qdon “I belie\"e ‘there were not so many schools
in operation during the past year as in the year preceding it, and I -also believe the
principal cause to be that the school sections .are:too small, .caused in part by. the desire
of many persons .to- have ithe Aschool convement itotheir.own. houses,sforgettmg that byu

tlus they: frequently ’double tha expense «of. .edncatmg ,thexr,mhxldren mnd forgettmg alno‘ B
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that no well qualified teacher would condescend to teach school in such a section for the -
small sum they could afford to pay.: I have great plensure in' acknowledging the receipt -
of the Journal of Education, and your annual school veport for the year 1851, the school
Registers also from the county clerk; all of which were thankfully received by trusbees,
I fecl confident that the reports and Journal of Education ave calculated to be of great
benefit to trustees and others. Four school sections have resolved to have free schools
“the current year, one for the subscriplion system, one against taxation, and two have
made no provision for the payment of teachers. I was much pleased with the proceedingy’.
of the schdol convention respecting the establishment of public school libraries ; and hope
that the township municipalities may avail themselves of the very liberal terms offered to-.
them by the government, so ably seconded by your unwearied exertions for securing the ‘
advantages of a sound education to the youth of Upper Canada. I confidently hope that:
before many years under the present highly favorable provision for acquiring education. -
that the cause of complaint contained in the letter of my predecessor in office published "
in your report of 1851, to the effect that, it is a difficult matter to procure .persons
capable of filling some of the offices created by the present school act, may be in a greab
measure removed. I have found iu visiting the schools under my charge, that the school
houses built when the old system of education was in operation, are entirely too small under
the present system,rendering it impossible for the best teacher to establish that order in the.
school which is so nccessary—so indispensably necessary to success. I have found most:
of the schools pretty well supplied with books recommended by the Council of Public -
Instruction, but some parents seem not yet fully to comprehend the necessity of uniformity
in this respect ; and I have taken pains to explain to trustecs und parents the disadvantage’
to the children, and the great additional labor to the teacher, caused by having such a
diversity of books, rendering classification impossible,and greatly retarding the progressof the
pupils. There is an evident change for the better in the character and qualifications of
our teachers, since some of those gentlemen of the old school who were in the habit of
making too frec with such stimulants as caused drowsiness in school hours, and whose
greatest exercise was administering birch to their pupils, have been very properly rejected
by the county board of examiners ; and deprived of the privilege of training up the youth,
of our ndvancing county, in those low and degrading habits to which they " had
gbandoned themselves. In conclusion permit me to say®that I hope you may long
continue to forward and carry into effect those wise meusures of education which have

already produced such beneficial and happy effects.” ‘ ‘

41. William Inkster, Esq., Marmora : * The trustees and all others interested in the
achools, like the free system the best, and now begin to think they cannot have any . other -
kind of school ; but the opposition is so strong, ‘chiefly by the wealthy non-senders;iqég“ ‘
by some too, who in my opinion ought to' be the principal promoters of free schools, that.
1 am convinced they will be voted down at the next annunl school mecting. I think, f,ro‘” g
my conversation with the trustees of the schools that have not been in operation during,
‘the last year—four in number—that they would all have free schools it they could, by 5,
the majority would go against them. They say they are not able to pay a teacher in'any’
other way, consequently the schools are idle. In all parts of this township the wealthy:
* inhabitants are the principal obstacle. Education cannot progress here under. the law X
it is. It will not do to leave the educution of the youth at the option of the :pe )
themselves. Parliament must male all schools free; and compel trustees to”dp‘i:]_iei «duty:
in employing a teacher, at least, six ‘months in each year or otherwise be responsib

®
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‘tlxe division for the loss. Then, and uob till then, can we etpect to see educatlon progress
in all parts of the country.” : :

- 42. Thomas Douglas Esq., Rawdon: “We are usmg every exertion for free schoolq, and
are succedmg bex ond our expectations.” ‘

43. Tsaac Denike, F.sg . Thurlow : “The general character of all the schools has
improved very much, and the people every where are waking up to the vast importance of
a good education for their children. Yet, still, I despair of much greater improvement, .
x\}ule the discretionary power relative to free schools is left with the people T shall exert
myself to have a full attendance at your visit'here, when I hope for the best results, I
have done my utmoet to impress  upon the minds of the trustees the vast importance of

such o work as the Journal of Education, so thoroughly calculated to meet every demand :

for the working of the school lnw. I shall do all' T can to make it as efficient as possible.
1 }m\ e no'doubt now but tlmt the several parties w1ll a,ppreclate your kindness.”

44, The Rcvm end Andrew FHudson, Tyendinaga : On lookmg over the report for ﬁfby B

two, you will not find many indications of improvement in educational matters in this ' ‘

locality. The number of schools in operation was not quite as great as during the previous :
year. It ought, however, to be stated that there was a greater proportion of competent
teachers employed than previously. Notwithstanding this fact, there is perhaps scarcely
any one thing that tends so materially to hinder the progress of the course of good
education, as the lack of well trained and thoroughly competent teachers. It is true, asg
has already been hinted, tenchers who have either been trained at the Normal School, or
have adopted the Normal bchool mode of teaching, are gradually becoming more numerous,
but I fear it will be a great while before even the majoriby of schools are supplied with
such teachers I shall be able, next year, to report a greater number of free schools than
on the present occasion. We have five or six in operation this year, most of them very
largely attended. . I fondly trust, before the end of the year, ‘the free school system will
be the law of the land ” ' ‘ ‘ l

'XVI. COU‘ITY OF Nonnw\mmm‘m

45. The Reverend William Case, Almwick : “ Tt is the earnest desn'e of the more
enlightened portion of the inhabitants, that in any amendments in the schonl act; the free
system may be adopted. If it be a truth (and who will dare dlspute it ?,). that ¢ every
child has a right to an education,’ it is the duty of- the community to provide it. If -
neglected it is the duty of the government to cnforce it. - We have great pleasure in
acknowledging the receipt of your report and.Journal of Educatzon, as'also the several

blank forms for schools. These excellent works afford every desirable information, and
~ they deeply interest all concerned. Indian Industrial School: 'I perceive’ that it is
expected that other than common schools shall be reported. - Of course a reference should
be made to the high school on' the industrial plan, ‘which has been estabhshed for
the benefit of the Indmns In this' school, provision is made, for the board, - clothing
. 'and instruction of fifty Indian youths. For . this purpose, bmldmgs of brick have been
erected ab. a cost of about sixteen hundred pounds. The school building is' 63 by' 44
feet, three stories hlgh compmsmg school-rooms, . dormltones for, the, chlldren, and
apartments | for the teachers. .. The apparatus for, the school is ample, consxstmg of readers,
~ bible, object lessons, geograplues, amthmetws, grammnrs black-boards‘ maps, of Europe,

A.am, Afmca, Amenca,, Canada,, I-Iolbroo *s ‘oryre '




teachers have had the advantages of the Normal School in Toronto, They are cone
sidered very eflicient, and, together with the matren, scem to have entered deeply inte’
ihe spirit of our Saviour's instructions, to “feed the lambs’ of the flock. They ]me
the oversight of the children of the school, by night and by dnv, and  they \\ut('h
for the satety and morals of their charge with a \mrll.mu, that never sleeps. | Aboub
thirty yards from the school i i another bmd\ building 49 by 34 feet, two stories, ou a bnsc-
ment the size-of the house. Lo this is attached kltch(,n baker Vs and other appcndnges
for boarding, and an ample dining hall, where the e}nldl en take their meals, In thiy
huilding the missiovary resides ; free {rom the noise uml confusion of " children ; and hex‘e
devotions arc performed, and religious instructions are given by the missionary. 'lhe
farm consists of 250 acres, on w hth the boys are part of the day employed, in labor and
domestic economy. The girls are taught the economy of the house. Theabove buildings,
together with barn, bheds, and 1eucmgs, cost about six thousand four hundred dollars, all
Wlnch were defrayed from the Indians’ funds, one fourth of® their annuity having been
subscribed by the Indians for the purposes of education. The board and clothing of the
fifty children are also defrayed from the Indians’ funds, the following bands contnbutmg
thereto : —Alnwick, Mud Lake, Lake Simeoe, and Lake Huron. "It is but just to remark’
that previous to the conversion of the Indians, the whole amount of their annumés
(interest on the sale of lands to the frovernmcnt) were expended in  scenes of dxss1pflt10n,
but that now one fourth of thesc annuitics is applied by their .consent; to the education of
their children. The missionary socicty whose labors have thus been crowned with success,
supports the missionary and teachers of the school. And the govermncnt under Lord
Elgin, most cor dvulv and zealonsly enters into the plan of amcliorating the condition of
thc Indians, and clevating their character by every means which cdm,atlon and rellgxous

ingtruction can aflord.” o

46. The Reverend Daniel Wait, Haldimand : “ During the two years T have had the
supervision of the common schools of this township, I have endeavored to discharge the
duties cncumbent upon me, not as an hireling, but’ consmentnously—endexwormcr by every
means in my power to promote the cause of common school education, In doing so, there

has been much to discourage, owing to the crude state of the public mmd and the res1stance
that is almost invariably made to any improvement of a moral tendency, and especxally
education. But it affords me much satistaction  to review and contemplate the change ,
that has taken place in nearly all the sections during the time of my supervision. At my
first visit to the schools there was scarcely one school in the township but had:'one
or more kinds of the old school books in use, with a manifest determination to retam ,
them, and to regard all cflorts to remove them as tyranical usurpations. But in proportwn
as correct views on this subject were circulated by lectures and personal interviews. wﬂ:h
parent children and teachers, the opposition censed ; so that now in this township - there‘
is not a school but what is supplied with the national school books. 1 think there: Wt
“only six or eight, black boards in usc two years since, there arc now sixteen. The quahﬁca»
tions of the teauhcrs as well as the' mode . of “teaching,” have each had their share,
improvement. But in all these and in many other things the schools are f’ar irg
‘ pnrtucmou o ‘ o

is gweu by Pmlmment for the estabhshment of free schools throucrhout the I’rovmcﬁ?:;
Several sections in the township have no schools for want of it; and others do not prospe
a3 they otherwxse would, were such a system estnblxshed . . P
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48.* George Hart, Esg " l’ercy ~“The township of Percy is, 1 am happy to inform
you, gomg a-head, not only as regards the making of gond roads, but also in the matter of
common school education. There is a very decided change for the better since my, last
report. The free school system is gaining ground ;' I trust soon that the whole townshxp

 will adoptit. Common school teachers are very difficult to obbmn in this and the ne:ghborm g

townships—they having a dislike, many of them, to go back far into our woods. ‘The
Journal of Education for ench of ‘the sections in this townshlp, \vhlch i duly received, -

is engerly read and I think will have a most beneficial effect in aruusmg the minds of

some here who may be lukewarm in the cause of common school educatian, ‘Public
libraries will no doubt command our. attention when the proper time comes for the |
disposal of the books authonzed by the councll of pubhc mstructlon through your

. instrumentality.”

4. IB. ﬂm‘l"% Bsq., S‘*’J/’""“’ “You will be glad fo observe that the v)verage

_sttendance has been very much increased. ' I am much pleased to be abic to inform

'you that opinions in favor of free schools are daily gaining ground, although I foar that the
system will never be carried out to the extent I should desire, unless enforced by

enactment. Deeming education the ground work of all that can elevate and ennoble

mankind, I cannot but view with admiration your untmng eﬁ'orts m its cause, tmd I beg
very respectfully to tender you my most hearty thanks.” ‘

"XVII COUNM OF Dunmm

5() le Revereml William Logam Cartwright and Manvers : “ Durmg the last year‘
notwithstanding some contention arising out of the different constructions put upon the
School Act, the schools in these Townships have increased i in number and respectabxhty »

- 51. The Reverend William Ormiston, A. B., Olarke : “The schools in this township
are perceptlbly progressmg in character and eﬁicxency This progress being general and
gradual is, of course, not so marked, and is sometimes overlooked; but one test is
abundantly simple and obvious,—the school of 1843 would not be tolemted in1853. A
new set of ideas have got possesamn of the public mind, as to the position, cha.racter,‘f
claims and objects, of the common schools; and hence the increasing desire-and effort to
procure larger and more commodious houseq, superior books and a.ppa.ratus, and teachers
of far higher qualifications. The schools are becoming objects of increasing interest to
all: the means for their establishment and support—the mode of their ma.nagement——the
bencfit to be derived from them, as Well as their relation to the intelligence, virtue
liberty, and prosperity of apeople——are toplcs of common discussion,—the. invariable
preliminary to improvement. 'None of the school houses are furnished as they ought to
be ; only a few: of them are comfortably so. Yet as many of them wilt soon be among the
things that were, their pla,ces undoubtedly will ere long be occup1ed by handsome und

convenient edifices, There is one obstacle which ‘tintil removed’ will greatly retard our

progress here in this as well as in “other respects-—-I refer to the unnecessary subdmslon
of school sections. Had we only sixteen instead of twenty-one sectlons, both our schools
and school houses would be of a higher character, at the “same' time - furmshmg ample
accommodation and convenience for the chlldren in the township. = The great demderut;um N
here as in most other localities i is a class of properly’ quahﬁed and earnest mmded teachers.
Wherever such a tezwher i8 employed ‘whether in the front or rear sectxons of a township,
thero the. achool 15 numerous and prosperous P but where the revers‘e obtama, all ‘thmgs' o

‘rr‘l»
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else are vain.  And it is to be reasonubly expected, as well as earnestly dcsire‘d, that all
young teachers at least will hereafter avail themselves of the ample facilities which are
now afforded at the provincial Normal School for acquiring some degree of proficiency-in
the protession before they engage init. Teaching is not a work in which any or every .
man may engage, whatever may have been his previous habits or, pursuits, or his present
inclinations.. It demands other qualifications than those of untrained and inexperienced
youth, or of worn-out, disappointed and dispivited age. It isa work w orthy of men.of
fresh, vigorous, and well trained powers, as well as of a generous and ardent devotion to,
its duties. The teacher should be & model man, a pattern in every resvect “orthv of
imitation. Such a teacher will seldom fail to be fully appreciated, h1ghly esteemed, ‘and
fairly remunerated. The school law in general operates very well, little or no difficulty
being experienced in carrying out its provisions, except such as arise from ignorance,
prejudice and selfishmess; and these are obstacles which no enactments will very ensily
remove. There is, however, a strong opposition to the provisions which it makes. for: the
establishment of separate schools, as tending so far as carried out to subvert the entire
system. What Canada requires is a system of common schools based upon sound Lhustawn
principles—recognizing the importance and necessity of veligious instruction, and yet'at
the same time strictly national, non-denominational, and free, and this scems to.:be
provided for by the present law-—excepting always the clause for separate . schools. “The.
subject of free schools is making slow, but, I am pcrsuaded sure progress in public favor;
thouoh it need not be denied bhmt there is still much noisy clamor and strenuous opposition
on the part of many, who fancy that a tax in support of free schools is opposed to their
immediate interests,and who have too little patriotism or public spirit to regard their couutry
or their posterity as having any claims upon them. In this township six out of the tw enty
schools in operation, were free by a rate on property ; four were partially so, two were free
by voluntary suchmptlon Oof £920 raised for teachers’ salaries,.only about £300 was
raised by rate-bill, so that the principle is somewhat generally recognized, *that,’ the
property of a country is chargeable with the education of its inhabitants.” The extenswe
circulation of the Journal of Education, hitherto so servmeable, is generally hailed: Wlh
pleasure ; and cannot fail to be productive of the best results in enlightening the publlc
mind and in directing the various school officers in the discharge of the1r dutles whxlp }l;e
. universal supply of umform registers will render the school statistics for the future, both
more accessible and more accurate. - Our coun‘my is making great and substrmtml and
almost unprecedented progress in wealth and importance ;and it is absolutely necessa.ry
~ that the progress of her educational and literary institutions I\eep pace with the T8 d
development of her physical resources, in order that an industrious, mtellngent vu'tuous,
patriotic, and pious people may grow up to possess and en']oy so goodly o land. ngh
will be the position, lasting the honor, and fragrant the memory of him whose name shall:
be associated with the rise and the progress of the common school in Canada. And. allo“
me in ‘conclusion, Reverend Sn‘, to say that that honor, and tha.t memory, ‘willy y..
opinion, be deservedly yours.” '

52. The Reverend John Garnet, Darlington % As it regards the state of educa{
genera,lly Tam happy to believe that it is decldedlv progressing. Tts value is. more

one sernus dra\\bad( to the procurmv of . good teachers, }ﬂn(&h is, that the compz&mw j_@e‘"
value of a teac‘lex ] hbms is not, nennr.mlly recogm?ed Th° commumty, c]ueﬁy ’
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in discharging the duby of teaching. Ilence they conclude if a tencher, for teaching six
hours per day receives an amount equal to that received by a laboring man for ploughing, .
or chopping 12 hours he' is mumﬁcontlv paid. While this view is held by the. pcople“

| genemlly. the low salaries offered will never command good teachers. There is, however,

in this township a manifest improvement in this matter, and I hope the time is not far'
distant when the value of a teacher’s labors will be-duly recognized, and tairly and justly |
paid for. To those who desire to see a superior class of teachers in our schools, it is
pleasing to learn that our county board is becoming stricter in its periodical examination, -
During the past year several applicants have been refused certificates, some of 'whom have'
held third class certificates for a limited period heretofore. This appears’ ‘hard to . the

refused applicants at the time, but the importance of the subject detually démands it ; and

besides it may be the only means of inducing the applxcants to prepare ‘themselves for the '
work 50 as to-discharge it creditably. = Another pleasing sign of the times is. the gromng‘
disposition in-favor o[‘ free schools. During the year 1851 several of the schools in the
township were free, but at the end of the year a reaction took place which threatened’ to
destroy the hopes of those who looked .upon the free school system as the only eﬁ'ectual
means of placing within the reach of every man in Canada an opportunity to- educate his

~children. During the year'1852 , however, the subject has been variously discussed, and

many of the pre]udxces which exmed against it have given way, angd T believe, if it was
made law by an act of parliament, much of the determined opposwwn to it wi ould ent1rely

cease, There are three classes of people who are opposed’ to the free school system.—
Two of these are opposed to free' schools altogether—the other is only opposed to the
present system. The first class contains those persons who' own a large amount of

; ‘property, but who have either got-their children educated already, or are educatlng them

in-select schools. These raise the cry of injustice, and say, you are imposing a'tax onus

from which' we derive no direct benefit whatever,—besides, it either has: cost,.or is costing
us & large amount to educate our children' elsewhere. The second class comprises those
persons who have no children, and they argue thus—as we are never likely to draw upon
the revenue raised by school taxation, it is unjust to compel’ us to assist”in raising that
revenue. The sum of their argument is, because we haveno children to educate we go for

every man educatmo' his own. It is true, at the same ‘time, that there are many honomble

 exceptions in these two classes, but'I speak in general terms. The third’ class consisty of

“but-my neighbor-on the next lot, perchance on' a part’ of the ‘same ‘lot; ha.v1

: chxldreu are all- toovyoung—to sond’

those persons who approve of free schools; but ‘who thmk ‘the present syetem fmllty-—
Their objections may be stated as follows :—1. There is'in the working of ‘the system a
wanb of uniformity—as for instance; where the people in section'A' in’ whmh I live,and in
vhich T own. considerable rateable property, decide in favorof & fres school;, whlle thie-

people in’ section'Bdecide against it; and will: support ‘their' school by rate:bill:” "The -

result is; I with no-children to send'to” school ‘have'to pay: from 4 to 6 ‘dollars school ‘tax’; :
g; ‘like me;
considerable Tateable, property but no- childrertc send ‘o school, 1ict onily 6 escapes Etaxatlon .
but pays nothing in any shape Now; I, who'reason more from"actual expenence than

' from theoretical principle; e :mnot ‘help thmklng that an un)ust dlstmctmn is'made between s

meé and my: nelghbor——not thae I garefor the little matter of school t&x, riot I} it'd rls foz‘ a.
good object; ‘but T think the law ought to provide for servmg ny’ nelghbor, when' h¢

the same circuthstandes; a it serves ‘me:: 2. There" 'is, in "the systetit, s Wil :
neney. ' A free school’ may. cmst this. year, and:a complete revolutxon ak
OrT may assist i m su%'umnw T free, suhool for foql or:ﬁve ‘vears, durmg’
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my childven are ready to go, o ch:mge takes place and ‘the people, many of whom have
availed themselves of the free school to get their children educated, decide against it, and
I'am deprived entirely of the benefit I anticipated by sustaining the free school. I do
not attempt to pronounce upon the merits of the above objections: I know that they
exist, and have their effect too, and I state them as I have found them. I certainly think,
however, that the least objectionable form in which the free school system can be brought
into general opemtmn is by act of parhament 'this would obviate the above objections
entirely, and would, in my opinion, g1ve an efficiency to our school system, which would
ultimstely render it second to. none in the world. “Whether the whole country is rendy
for such a thing or not is perhaps, as yet, a problem to be solved. I feel bound to acknow-
ledge the obligation of gratitude under which you have laid the friends of education 1i1
this township by the presentation to each school section, of a copy of your able and :
useful report for 1851, and an authorized school register—as also for the truly
munificent arrangement you have made for sending the Journal qf Education to each:
gchool section. I have put the school corporation of each section in the townshxp in
possession of your valusble gifts, and I anticipate that a powerful impetus will be glven\
by them to the cause of education during the present year. The numbered answers. in -
the appendix C, in your report have been of inestimable service to us already, in settling:
differences, and difficulties, many of them of long standing.” The registers will enable
us to procure more correct returns at the end of the year, while the Jowrnal will serve to'.
keep the irterest of the trustees awake, and will, by the various instructions given'
from time to time, keep them from either going astray from the legal path of duty, or:
neglecting to discharge their duties in their proper season.’ ,
53. The Reverend James Baird, Hopa “TIt gives me very great pleasure to be a.ble
to state with confidence that common school education in this township -continues to.
advance. The people are taking a more lively interest in school matters than they.«
formerly did. They are generally desirous of having good teachers although they should
have to pay them larger salaries, and are more inclined to have comfortable school houses.,‘
They are beginning to learn the import of the saying “ penny wise and pound foolish - ‘ind
its application to the hiring of teachers. During the past year one school house has been”
enlarged and two new ones erected, one a frame, the other a brick building. 'The la.tterls*‘
a very commodious school house, with enclosed separa.te playgrounds and suitable ouf/-‘
houses for both sexes. It cost £145 and is the bestin the townshlp Itisalso a soua'ce
of sincere pleasure to me to report that out of thirteen schools. in operatlon during the‘
past year, five were free. Public opinion in favor of free schools is takmg root a.nd‘
~ spreading in this municipality. I trdst the time is not far distant when opposition to free
* gchools shall be among the things of the past—when free education shall become a greatw\
and fruitful tree, and fill the land—when the healthy and joyous children of Ca.nad ¢
- whose intellectusl, moral and religious culture must rest the stability and prosperi
our country—will be reared for public usefulness under its invigorating shade. *Cana
wants nationality. To. effect this we want a generation of educated, mtelhgent
virtuous youth of both sexes, who will proudly claim Canada as their home, and-'rev
~ with pleasure to endearing associations which can mever be obliterated from thi
- memories and afféctions. And what will be mos’a conducive to, thxs state of thmgs? T
system of free schools.” ‘ . ;

Tt
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XVIII. CouNTY OF PETERBOROUGH.

54. The Reverend Thomas Searight, Asphodel, Belmont, &e. : “ By this report it will
be seen that several of the schools in this township have not adopted the free system.
They are all but one, partly free, however. Several of them levy. a small rate and , assess
the rateable property of the section for the balance of expences, but, as the result of this'
was not reported to me, T could not report it here. I believe all the schools in the
township have adopted the free system for'1853. In Dummer a reaction has taken place, .
—last year all the schools there were free, but the opponents of the system took advantage -
of the feeling of security of the friends of it, and voted that several of the schools .should
be supported by rate bills, This will, however, still be ‘in favor of free schools, as there
will not be & school kept open in any of the sections thus treated.” : ‘

55. The Reverend Edward Roberts, Douro, §c.: “1 am happy to say that there waw.
an evident and gratifying improvement in all our educational affairs during the past year.
Several great and bemeficial changes have taken place. The people are beginning to
manifest & deeper interest in the instruction of the young. Strenuous and well directed
efforts are now being made by the more enlightened and energetic part of the community
to render our school system more, efficient ; so that, I believe we have entered upon.a new

era in education in this part of the country. " However excellent the School Act ‘may b‘e,

or however perfect the ;ximhinery which you may set in operation, yet the practical
working of it being to a great extent in the hands of the people, much depends upon their
steady co-operation. There was indeed great necessity for this movement; doubtless it .
was the lamentable indifference which formerly prevailed, and the deplorable ignorance of

the young people Who are growing up around us, that.roused the attention of the intelligent

nd patriotic portion of the inhabitants of the township to the necessity of exerting them-

selves on behalf of education, and of adopting more enlightened and liberal measures to

improve the state of our common schools, anid though much remains to be done, I believe

‘the friends of education amongst us will not slacken their efforts until our schools afford

sdvantages of tuition commensurate with the exigericies  of the times. It is now
uiversally acknowledged that our country has entered upon a new, era, one of enterprize .

and improvement in every deparbment, and that the children of  the present generation

require to be well versed  in many branches of knowledge that' were not needed by their
predecessors ; therefore a greatly improved system of instruction is demanded. Thereis,
hope for the future since to be apprized. of deficiency is the first step to improvement.
Your enlightened and zealous v‘gﬁ'orts‘tb augrient the efficiency of our'educational system

are now -beginning to _be appreciated. and to meet with'a  hearty response here; and I,
doubt not that your arduous and important labors will be crowned with ‘that success which-
you so ardently desire, for the sake of the welfare of the people, and the'permanent pros--
perity of the country. The, board of:public instruction; which is an admirable part of the
present system, has already accomplished & wonderful reformation among our teachers,
in doing away ‘with the inefficient and immoral; and stimulating the emulation  of othérs to
attain higher qualifications’ than- they'previously: possessed. T have known 'some in’the
space of one year rise from a third to a first class certificate.: “The beneficial effects‘of this
provision: are /just ‘beginning £o “be experienced, ard-it, i# calculated graduslly 4o secure
truly respectable and well qualified teachers, - But'what-is most: pléasing is the improve- "
‘ment of: the children who have ‘attended ‘school during the past’year."  Their progress in’ -
most cases ' has:béen: highly commendsble, and. in’some - instances: o - great as lifers
wtonish  thios - who:-attended 'my: piblic  examinations:: " Thsigouth™ of
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generally are now much in advance of the adult portion of the people in education ; many
of the parents have said to me they could not have believed their children capable of makmg ‘
such attainments. There is a general impression among the people here in favor of free;
schools—there is no doubt that our school affairs would be conducted more peacefully and
efficiently on that principle; and though some difficulties would have to be contended with,.
yet, probably they would be less than at present existing. It would be uecessary that we,
should have a sufficient namber of well qualified teachers; this, however, it is hoped the
Normal School will shortly supply. Our school houses generally are by no means as
commodious and convenient as they should be. The cheapest structure is most frequently,
determined on when a new school room has to be provided. It would be very desirable if .
some plan of school architecture could be prescribed by legislative enactment; and also
accommodation provided for the residence of teachers in the vicinity of the school house.
Those who have families are often put to great difficulty for want of suitable accommoda- |
tion in the country; and this of "itself causes some of our best teachers to abandon the

profession.”
}xIX. Couxrty oF VICTORIA.

t

56. Joln Trons, Bsq., 2LD., Emily, §c: “I have much pleasure in having it in my .
power to state, that two-thirds of the reports of proceedings at the annual meetmas for this’
year, received to this date, report the unnanimous wclopmon of the free school qutem.
Another healthy feature in the scholastic aftnirs of this county, is the desire to pay
teachers remunerating wages in future. ¢Good salaries and good teachers’ is fast becommg ‘
the ruling maxim of the people and the increase of this deme during the past year is
pleasing, I have no hesitation in saying, much of this is attributable to your Joumm’ " ,"

XX. County oF ONTARTO,

57. The Reverend R. H. Tllornton, Whitby ; * Schools in this townshlp have been
generally kept open during a large portion of the year, and are decidedly improving. The
next report will exhibit a large addition of maps apparatus, &e., as a number have rewolved
tu obtain them, and several have got them since the annual meeting. Registers. —-The
mode lately so wisely ‘adopted of furnishing these to the sections gratis, will be of mcul-
culable benefit in regard to future aceuracy. No entreaty I could apply seemed to hzwe
any influence, and the few which existed were mostly procured by the teachers, Free
Schools.— It will be seen very few are yet free ; but still the prmuple is advancing, and i1 i’}
getbing to be an understood thing in most sections, that a partial property assessment m]l
be made by the trustees. One section has now adopted it the third year in *ucceﬂsmn, and
is the only section where the system has gut a candid' trial. The result is, that 1t 1s now
all but’ unammously approved of in the section.”

XXI. Counry'or York. = . U

/.Lm
58. Thomas Ni wwon, Esq., Gwzlhmbum/ North &o. In presentmg my annual report forn |
the year 1852, I have to remark that in this circuit we are:still improving in educatlona.h .
matters ; the causea ppearing to take deeper rootiin the mindsof the parents and guardxanw f,;ﬁ
the rising generation. You will observe by the report containing the statistics. of the school%
attendance, &c., that our schools have been” better attended—more of them' h.m beemﬁ
opett, and for a. longer period of time—-they-hnve been visised more h’equently——and
the:free school, system has not lost anything, but ob the -contrary. is gaining, favor; with
many who have heretofore been its- opponents I look forwa.rd to- the esta.bhshmg of' hbr

N
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throughout the country as a great boon ealeulated to promote and increase the happiness
of the people. - To establish these libraries upon a permanent basis is a great desideratuni,
and ought to be carefully thought of. I know of no better way than having a library in
each township, with the town clerk as librarian; by which means all the schooh in the
township would be supplied with books, which could be changed ab certain specified times,
say once every two w eeks. Thus every school section would have at commnud a choice
collection of reading matter, for I take it for granted that no trashy liberature will be
allowed to form any part of a Canadian public school library. In my publlc school lectures

1 have endeavoured to show that the social condition of the people of Canada is, gener ally
speaking, superior to that of the people of any other country. I have therefore, 1mpresud
on the minds of my hearers the necessity of' educating, the rising generation in such'a
manuer that our, successors on the stage may be enabled fully to appreciate the improved
condition of this fair land. This year, (1853,) 1 intend to bring before the teachers the
importanee of introducing - composltlou mto the schools taught by them, as I find that no
study is so much neglected and in our country none I think needs more to be cultiv ated.

On reviewing the hmbms of the the past year and conbmstmcr the results of those lubors
with former ones, I am induced to act if' possible with more zeal in this great and good '

work. [ amhappy to state that 1 have found the teachers ready and willing to be advised,
and to receive and act upon suggestions thrown out by me for the 1mprowement of the
schools. The trustees, also, I have found ready to co-operate in furthering the interests
of the pupils, (who may be said to look up to them as to those holding the key of know-
ledge,) many of them showing their appreciation of good instruction bv furnishing. maps
and apparatus for the benefit of the schools under their care. Thus are my hands strengthened
and I labor in hope of one day seemg the blessing of a sound instruction imparted to every
child of this my adopted country TN * .

XXII County or PrEn.

59. lee Revereud H' B. Osler, Albion: “1 am happy to be a,ble to state that we
begin the year 1833, with every school in the township in operatlon

60. Thomas Studdert, Esq., Tm ondo : ¢ Bef'ore maklng any explana,tory remarks allow
me on the part of the trustees and inhabitants of this township who take ‘an interest in
education to thank you for the Journal of Education.. It was very much wanted in each
* section ; a number of the inhabitants were in greut 1gnorance as to the meaning of\ seveml

clauses of the School Act, and the explanations given in the J ournal will be of' the utmost

‘importance to them.. Allow me also to tender my tba,nks for the number sent for my own
use. T do not report any free schools, but I am happv t0 be able to state. that two.are in
operatxon since the 15th of January. You will-be gratlﬁed to observe that. an increasing
interest in education is manifest from the superior description ‘of school houses»erected this'
year—the increase in the number of maps, globes, &c.,” the number. ,of - vxslts‘pald —the
increase in the amount for the . purchase -of books—the increasein the annual salary.of.
teachers —and the increase in the' length (of time the. schools have ‘been, kept, open: .;In
1851 we had twenty -three large maps,—in'1852, thwty-one, and: two small globes; In’ 1851, ‘
~ two hundred’ and forty-seven-visits were paid,~—in 1852, three hundred and sixty-nine.. Ini -
13)1 the sum pmd for bOOka, &c Wi l‘in £5 14a. 9’~d ~—m 185 £l7 1s 9d In 18)1 the‘-
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kept open in 1851 was nine months and twenty-four days,—m 1852, ten months and
twenty-three days.” ‘

XXII1. CountY OF SIMCOE.

61. Thomas Drury, Esg., Essa, §c.: “From the experience of the last three years,
Y am enabled to present a report which is much more clear than those formerly sent,—
especially in the financial do partment The number of children of school age appears to
be less than last year,—not that it is really so, but the part sections which are united to‘
sections in other townships in which the school housés are situated, are omitted this year
—this, likewise, affects the number of scholars and their average attendance. The.
average amount of the teacher's salaries has increased from £36 in 1851 to £39 4s.in
1852—and I think that the improved quahty of the instruction given justifies the
additional outlay. In Tossorontio there is also ipprovement. On the whole I a,m
pleased to be able to say that I can perceive a gradual 1mprovement in the schools : 11: 1s
true they ma,ke but slow' advances ; that is an argument for patience and persever-
ance. It is a trite saying that “ Rome was not built in a day;” neither can we,
reasonably expect to see the full results of our excellent system of common school educa-
tion without allowing ample time for its development. I am happy to inform you,
that great satisfaction is expressed by the trustees for the presentment to them of the:
Jowrnal of Education.” ‘ ‘

. 62. The Reverend Jokn Fletcher, A. B., Mulmur: “1 send herewith my report ag'

‘ loca.l superintendent for the township of ‘Mulmur, for the last year, and in addition to thte,_ |
financial explanations on the back of the report, have also to observe, that your:
allowing the school fund to be apportioned in the manmuer you have, has been attended,
with very beneficial results. Last year but one school was steadily in operation, now
there are three teachers employed, and a fourth I expectwill be employed before the close -
of the present week. As the state of my health, and the distance at which I reside from\
Barrie, prevented me from attending the county convention, I shall now mention some‘ ‘
subjects which I could have referred to, if I had been able to go there on that, occasion. -
1. The necessity of some mode of supporting schools being definitely fixed by leglslatlve
enactment. The present system produces strife and contention among neighbors, each.
person havmg his own views on the subject of scholastic support, andif carried against lus\,"

- wishes, he is dissatisfied with the advocates of the oppositc mode, and this dlssa,tlsfactlon .
I know, in many instances, takes years to eradicate. Let some one mode be fixed onand:
uniformly - carried out ; and if it should be that of free schools, let the establishing 4 ofiit’

in rural districts who, when proposing it, may beunder the influence of se]f-mterested‘
motives. 2. The propriety of having township boards for trustees for'school pu.rposes,

instead of school district trustees. T know that this is permitted by - the 'School Act,t”
when the inhabitants desive it, but this they will seldom if ever do; but' I think for: thef"a
sake of uniformity in managing the schools” and for keeping . the schools in’ the .sections
more constantly and regularly in operation, it wouldbe .advisable to do away with: the

present system of trustee-ship, and to give their authority to persons' elected as: the i
trustees in cities, or the councillors in townships are, who would form a townshxp counc‘llw

for the consxderatlon of all subJects connected vnth the mteres’cs of educatlon in’ th
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respects, through ignorance of the School Act; but hereafter, they will, I think, be
more careful, and conduct the interests committed to their charge, with more knowledgo
of the provisions of the law, and their duties. You have conferred an inestimable blessing
on us as well as others in sending the Journal of Education and other 'books amongst
the settlements in the back woods. TIts effects have already aroused many to turn with
the friends of education, and support the good cause. I have every reason to believe thero
will be more schools in operation this year, than was reported last year.”

XXIV. CouNtY OF I:I.umof.

64. Angus Stewart, Esq., Nassagaweya : “ Although the schools under my care are

ot advancing so rapidly as I could wish, yet an increasing interest on educational
matters is evidently manifested. The intense interest exhibited in our school section
meetings,—the steady advancement of teachers’ salaries,—an increasing determination
on the part both of trustees and people to secure the services of the most efficient
teachers, and the longer term for which these are engaged, give, I think, reasonable
ground for future hope. There is also a great improvement.in all the schools with
respect to text books. In every school in the township the nationsl series are made
use of, almost to the exclusion of every other. The Scriptures also are in general use.—
In five of the schools black-boards are used, and every school in the township, with one
exception, is supplied with a large map of the world, To supply the above deficiency, and
to enable me to procure a set of natural history object lessons, I presented a petition to
our municipal council at its last sitting, the prayer of which has been kindly responded
{0 ; and an order. for the same is herein enclosed. The object lessons I purpose to divide-
emong the different schools in operation (not having means to supply each with a
complete set) which, having retained them'for a certain time, say six months, will
exchange with each other until each shall have had the whole. The subject of free schools
is largely discussed here, and for the present the opponents of the system seem'to be
sufficiently numerous to prevent its adoption to any extent,—only one section having
availed itself of the privilege. . The other schools however are partially free. The course -
adopted in the majority of the sections this year is to impose a fee of 2s. 6d. per scholar
per quarter, and the balance of the teacher’s salary to be raised by tax—only one being
wholly free., ' The section in which I reside adopted st my suggestion in 1851 the fres
school system by way of experiment—but such was the obliquity cast upon me from
certain quarters, that I abstained. from taking any active partin the proceedings of the
annual school section meeting in 1852, and a fee of 8s. 9d. per scholar per quarter was:
imposed, the balance of teacher’s salary to be raised by tax. The result was that before the
end of the first quarter, the attendance was reduced to three scholars in a section that had

 reported the previous year 116 on the list. This induced the trustees to call a special
meeting to reconsider the matter, when the free system was adopted almost unanimously.
The same system was again adopted last annual meeting, and the present; log hovel 22 by,
92 and 7 feet 3 inches in height, is found altogether inadequate to the ‘wants of the
section ; and it has been decreed at'a recent meeting of the inhabitants composing said
section in anticipation of ‘the free school, system shortly becoming the law-of-the land, to
dispose of the present school house -and build a substantial stone one in. the centre of the
section—to" be 80 by 26 feet and 12 ‘feet between:the-floors. . That the" present-plan:.of-

providing for a teacher’s salary'does . riot work well, .seems fo; be universally admitted.
. B . ' ' A m ud J

b

Such is:thé winount of ignorance; prejudice; and selfishiess. displayed b, our
meetings, that, I'have;always: thought;the power rshouldsbeivested: somewhe:

el
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to lodge that power in the hands of the trustces, is not to remove it far enough from an
influence which too often succeeds in opposing the introduction of a liberal system of
education among us. Neither do I think the township councils sufficiently removed from |
that influence—and perhaps not the county councils. The only way that will give satxs
faction here, so far as I have been able to ascertain the minds of the people, and the one
that must ultimately be resorted to, is, to ' proceed by legislative enacbment And T do
sincerely hope that your efforts in the noble cause in thh you are engaged will be
attended with increased success ; and that your hands will be upborne by the friends of
progress throughout the country, until a general and extended system of education be
introduced which will place the acquisition of useful knowledge within the reach of every
child in the province free. The Journal of Education is regularly received, and will 1
hope, be attended with beneficial results. The registers also are a valuable boon, and
will obviate much trouble and difficulty.” :

65. The Reverend Thomas Greene, A. B., Nelson: ¢ Upon the whole I think T may
say the people seem to be alive to the necessity of imparting to their children a good and
sound education. There is one feature in the report to which I would beg to call your
attention, namely, the number of schools in which the Holy Scriptures are read. T Would
also observe that I feel persuaded the wide circulation of the Journal of Education W111
be followed by the most happy results.”

66. The Reverend John Oakley Trafalgar : “ 1 am confident that much of the prospefit};'
of the schools depends upon the suitableness of Trustees ; and this I endeavoured to
impress upon the minds of the people in the several sections where I delivered
public lectures : for I find that instead of their being always chosen in reference to their
moral character and other necessary qualifications for that iinportant office, the selectlon
too often arises either from private, political, or religious feeling, without regard to the
General welfare of the section. In respect to the manmer of raising money for the
payment of teachers I am certain that if the free school system was made obl1gatory, it
would in many respects, be much the best. I find the people generally are becommg
increasingly favorable to that system : and the Journal of Education being sent into every
section will greatly conduce to enlighten the people on that subject, as well asconfef
upon them many other advantages \thh they must necessarily derive from the pertsal of

that valuable publication.  In delivering the lecture on education in some sections it Was
well attended, and well received ; but in others they manifested either little or no interest
oh the subject : but upon the whole, I am pleased to find that the people generally, a‘nd‘

. especially in some sections, are becommg much more interested in theéducation of thiéir
children than they were a few years ago. In those placés where I did o delivérts
lecture it was owing, either to the badness of the weather, or & m1sxmderstand1ng respect-
ing the appointment, and not because I did not go to the school houses for that pnrpose, |
—for in tivo sectwns T went twice purposely for that object.” EXS

XXV. Counry OF anwonm ,

67. The Rew end Robert IV. Merritt, AM., Barton, §e.: ¢ W1'ob regard to educa;tmnal '
prospect’s in these townships we are safe in saymg that upon the whole a slight - 1mpr ;
thefit is perceptible. While some sections remain much as they were in formers ‘yea
otters hiave evinced a greater desire to facilitate instruction by procuring maps':

“tifotm series of schiool books, - Registers were. also ‘procured in_‘the begmnm :
year, and" placed in-all the schools-some bemg furmshed vnth them -ab. xhy own expense;
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Previous to that, not one of those useful documents was to be found in either township.
It is gratifying toknow that infuture very school in Upper Canadawill be gratuitously
supplied with a register by the educational department. No school should be without
one: it serves as a standing record of its progress from year to year. I regret, however,
to observe that the habit of changing teachers prevails to an extent, which cannot but
prove detrimental to the best interests of education. This, though undoubtedly an evil
of some magnitude, can only be remedied by the trustees obtaining well qualified teachers
and offering such an inducement to remain as'will keep them from looking elsewhere.. If
means were thus taken to procure good instructors and keep all the schools open the
entire year, I am certain that a .greater number would avail themselves of school -
privileges than the following figures represent. Thus in the township of Barton we have
371 children of school age, of whu,h number only 287 are on the registers, out of whieh
the average attendance for six months, being the time kept in each section comparing one
with another, is 164, or less than one half of the whole in regular attendance. In Glan- -
ford it is no better. Here' the children of school age number 515. On the registers
there are 800 whose average attendance for eight months is 165, or but httle more than a
thivd of the school population actually receiving instruction. Co

68 The Reverend John Porteous, Bever ly : “ Our great deficiencies i in the ‘schools lie
in want of apparatus and in want of proper conveniences ‘around the school houses-——-
While the former deficiency continues the numerous blanks under higher branch headmga
will continue : and while the latter lasts, delicacy must be outraged. In thiy latter
particular we have made no advancement in 1852, and very little in the former. Geoora~
phy and grammar are not adequately appreclated and Is am persuaded now, that it wﬂl
take some time before they are. The wrltmg column presents a comparatively large
number of pupils, but you must remember thab small boys and girls who operate on slates
are included. I have much pleasure in calling your attention to the higher rate of wages
given to the teachers than in former ycars ; and to the higher standing of the teachers
both in point of character and certificate from the county board. Besides, you will observe
that each school in the township has been open at an average a little over 10 months. Tt
is my opinion that we shall maintain this advanced position for 1853. We have had five

 free schools during the year. And while I bear my  testimony to their efficiency it must
be acknowledged at the same time, that there was nothing very marked about them. The
reasons are easily discerned, at least in this tow nship. I may mention one, namely, the
deadly opposition which they meet with from a restless parby in'almost every ‘section
where they have been established. I add my humble testimony to that of other’school
officers as expressed in the Journal, that the present school act places free schools upon
an unsound foundation. When neighbors meet on the 2nd Wednesday of January and
discuss the question shall we have a free school, the party taking the aﬁirmumve are very
improperly assailed by the opposition. Their motives are 1msrepresented and often the
most vulgar epithets are heaped upon them. The question is not discussed upon 1ts own
" merits, bub as it affects the pocket. I must say distinetly, let the Leg1s1ature sebtle the
matter one way or another. I would have an act. establishing frec schools from
the Ottawa to Sandwich. But I doubt if the country be ready for, such an “act yob and
I foar that the provisions of the present act tend fo keep up an agitation of a kind that
will not speedily lead to a desirable settlement of the quesmon The extenswe cn'culatmn
. of the Journal will, I trust, mould.public opinion into proper. shape, and lead 1t to see the .
general good. * Our last axmual meetmgs were in, general very bmsterous, and somethmg e
sbould be done to allay the feelmg SR , S

7
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69. The Reverend George Cheyne, Binbrook, §e.: “So far as I am acquainted with
the sentiments of the people in these townships, a large majority are opposed to free
schools ; but you will perceive by the reports. that there is a continued disposition, and
which is increasing, to make fees low, especially in Binbrook, and to raise the rest of the .
teacher's salary by a rate on property. In most of the school sections in Binbrook the
fees are from 2s. 6d. to 8s. 9d. per quarter., Some of the schools in Saltfleet ave injured by -
the sections being too small, which the people are beginning to perceive and seek s re
‘medy So far as I am able to form an opinion, the present plan of supporting schools, leav-
ing it optional whether there shall be a free school or not, should be continued. If altered,
and free schools become compulsory, it might lead to a contest and become a question a
the next general election. I feel much obliged for the Journal of Education; the trustees
also consider it & great boon. I have no doubt it will be productive of great good to the
cause of education.”

70. R. H. Cradock, Esq., Flamboro’ West “ This report of 1852 approaches so near in
its general results to that of last year, as to leave little room for making any additional re:
marks. There is, however, a change, I think, approaching to the small sections with six
months’ schools,—for the alteration in the mode of apportioning the Government money has
fallen heavily on them; and I have little doubt that the inhabitants begin to see the pro-
priety of forming sections strong enough to support a competent teacher throughout the
year. They may rest assured, that not only will they find that plan easier to themselves in
point of expense, but their children will make double the progress they now, do under the
present system.”

XXVI, CourTy oF BRANT.

71. The Reverend William Hay, Burford and Ockland: “1 have pleasure in
transmitting to you my annual report of the schools of Burford and Oakland. Although
‘the schools under my care are not advancing so rapidly as I could desire, yet I am happy
to say that they have considerably improved during the past year. Several of the sections’
in the township of Burford are too small, and it seems impossible for want of means t0
support good schools in these. 1 am sorry to say that we have but few free schools, yet
the system seems to be gaining 111 popularity, as a greater mumber of sections - have
adopted it this year than last year. A mixed system of rate bill, and taxation seems
generally to obtain, which it is to be hoped is a state of transition from the old mwerable
method of supporting education, to that of the free school plan. ' We are much in need. of
a greater number of normal school teachers, as their schools are in every respect superlor
to those taught by persons who have not had the advantages of that mstxtuhon i

C
72. The Reverend David Cauw, Dmfrzes, South: “Tt affor ds me pleasure to be able: 1o
state that all our schools, during the past year, with only one exception, have been in opé: -
ration; that the teachers are all qualified by havmg certificates from the Board of Public-
Instructlon and that their mode of mstructmg is on the most apploved system. We
anticipate from all this the happiest results: It is pleasing, also, to perceive an: 1nereasmg
desire among parents to have their children attend school. The whole number of chlldren
in the township of school age is 1170, and ' of this number $76 are under tuition, thls"'“ ‘
probably the nearest approximation of the number under tuition to the number resident
the school section that has ever been made ; but still 300 children are out of schiool.:; We.
cannot specify dxrectly the causes why so many children are kept at home ; the chief
however, we thmk is inability on the part of parents to sustain them a‘o educa‘mon;' Sup;
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pose a lnbomncr man has four children of school age, and is most desuous to send them to
school. Conmdermg his limited means, he says—* I cannot send them all, I can only send
and pay for two.’ Here are two children in one family without education ; and there are
many such cases in Upper Canada. To remove from society this grievous evil, free schools
are the only means. But it must not be left to the majority of the trustees, or to the ma-
jority of the people whether schools shall or shall not be maintained on this. prmcxple for
if this be the case in our school sections, we shall have endless opposition, contention, and
changes; were it made imperative by legal enactments that all schools should be free, then
these evils would be swept away. I cannot omit, in conclusion, to express satisfaction and
delight in the progress which education malkes in Upper Canada. ‘What progress have we
made in this respect these three years past! The cause of education is one which must
and shall prosper. May you long be spared, and continue to lead it onward.”

"XXVII. County or LINCOLX.

78. Jacob Kennedy, Esq., Gainsborough: “In general, the schools in this township
are in a progressxve state. There is a small increase in the amount of money raised to pay .
teachers, in the number of puplls on the register, and also in the average attendance of
pupils; but a little decrease in the-length of time taught, caused in a great measure by the
want of qualified teachers, inasmuch as the majority of the schools have so far improved as
to require at least second class teachers. ' By the way, it may not be deemed i improper for
me to suggest that, in my judgment, the several class-certificates should in their standard
be raised a degree higher. 'That is, the third class now to embrace the second class certi-
ficate ; the second class to embrace the first class certificate ; and the first class to be raised
in the same proportion, comprising the elements of certain h1gher branches of erudition. The
annual school meetings, the quzutelly examinations, and common school celebrmons are
well attended, and seem to be the subject of conversation among the people The annual
school reports have all been returned to me by the time réquired by law, a gratifying proof
of the punctuality of the trustees of the several schools. I have great pleasure to add-
that your Journal of Education is well received in this township, the tenor of which is well
caleulated to maintain pubhc interest in behalf of the causc and to promote the efficiency
of the officers and supervisors of each section. Last year we held what was termed a
township celebration of common schools, in a beautiful grove near St. Ann’s. " 'We feel at
once inadequate to describe the impulse which this celebration ‘gave to many who had
hitherto manifested a particular degree of apathy in regard to our general school system.
The immense assembly-—the several schools with their respectlve flags and mottoes—the
melody of the band and chon——together with the order and decorum that prevailed ; all con-
spired to render the occasion one of & most pleasing and pracf;mally useful character. T cannot
close this communication without adverting more specifically to the geneml school system. It
has, T rejoice to state, talsen deep root in the township. . Oppos1t10n has in a great, measure’
ceased. Mzmy of the most strenuous obJec'cors are now among its wzu'mest supporterl
As o whole, we are all unitedly engaged in carmng it out and extendmg its, beneﬁts

14, Jonathan Woolverton, Esg., M. D., Gnmsbg «Iam sorry to ﬁnd by the. trustees
reports, that there is so much apathy manifested in many sections with respeet to commou )
school education. Some sections not reportmg ab a]l-—others not- being able to report thieir
schools open the legal required time, and many, Tam sorry 'to say, conducted. by very inef- -
ficient tea,chers But I think I can begm to percelve signs of reaction for-the better from '
this depressed state. . Alrea.dy do I percelve the dawnmg of a, bmghter ‘day for
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an educational point of view, a day that 1 hope will accomplish much in the dispérsion of
the clouds and mists of darkness and ignorance now brooding “over our ‘land—a day that
shall pour in the sunlight of knowledge cmd truth into the remotest hamlet of the country-
—making (Janada as hee from the shackles of 1gnor'mce as 'she is from the chaingiof
oppression. The people are beginning t6 learn the fact in reference to schools, that in
order to be helped they must help themselves; and although they were in some mstances
startled at the late change in the ¢ apportionment’ of money, yet they could not but
acknowledge that it was founded upon the prmclples of justice, What the schools most‘
need at this time to ensure their prosperity is an efficient faculty of trained teachers ‘
There are, I think, strong inducements held out for young men of Canada, and young
women also, to devote themselves to those studies that shall fit them for the professmn of
beaching—cspecially an efficient normal school for training, the acquiring a good English.
education at a small cost, and the almost certainty of employment, as the demand far
~ exceeds the supply at present, Before closing permit me to say that I hope your endes.
vors to establish a free, liberal, and enlightened system of common school education in the
provmce may be crowned with success. Permit me, however, to say further, that how
- perfect soever this system may be in itself, the wants of the people, as well as the mterests
of education require a system of schools rising a grade higher than our common schooll
This, it is true, we have in our grammar schools——but then whoever observes the workmg
of them must perceive that in order to meet the wants of an enlightened community,
power must be given to originate and found them in much more numerous localities than
can be had under the present system : in this respect we are even behind the earliest'set-
tlers of New England, who enacted a law that every village containing a specified number.
of inhahitants should have its grammar or high school. . How this change shall be eﬁ'ecte‘d(
I leave to your more matured judgment, and correct knowledge to dewse but that it s -
highly necessary, no one who can properly appreciate the important interests of a liberal
and extended education can reasonably doubt.”

XXVIII. Counrty oF \VLLLAND

75. The Reverend Jolm Russell, 'D. D.," Stamford : In general, there is mamfestly 8

greater improvement in our schools last year than in any preceding year, since the school -
law first came into operation. The attendance has been much better, and the progféés
greater than formerly. This is chiefly owing to the superior e{ﬁclency of the teachers
employed, whichiagain is due to the Normal School, and also I believe in no mcons1derable
degree to the ﬁdehty of the county board of public instruction. Raising the standard of
the character and qunhﬁcatmn of teachers is essential to the elevatlon of schools.”

76. John Radeliff;, Esq., Thorold: “ You wil notice in the return that we ha,ve two
free schools, and one partly so. In the section in which I myself reside, we have had
a free school for four years with much satisfaction to the: vate-payers. Much of its . e&rly |
success I attribute to our having a first class competent teacher, and our being a rural
population,—only seven artizans amongst us, the rest all substantial farmers, Where the
taxation falls ne.uly equul, and no jenlous feeling exists, T belicve T am not wrong
gaying tlmt there is a general disposition on the part of the people of this townshl'
_promote educatxon in every possible manner, and to keep the schools open z 'l.llthf
round. T cannot.close without congratulating you on the vash 1mprovement that hag '
place in the m.magement of schools; and the’ gener: al mstructlon of the rmng gene
 since the school act has been in ‘operation.”
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- XXIX. County OF Hummm

. Alemm?er Winram, Esq., Cayuga, North: “You wull see by my report tht our
common schools aré far from. ﬂouns]nng, arising, I am sorry. to say, from an- apathetlc’
state of trustees and people. In vain do I plead that if they. help themselves the 1eg1sla-
tive and county rate correspondingly increases—that every facility in regard to rating for
deficiencies is given to trustees, and that if a school is only half kep‘b open, chxldren must
* forget in the interval what they prevmusly learned—that learning is only a succession of

efforts, and that the hungered system is in truth the dearest of all. To do ‘away with such
a state of things it strikes me the mass of the people require to be taught as much, if not
‘more than their children; and this can only be done by having increased facilities for
improvement by sectional or township librdries. In this eountry, more than in the old, -
‘every man almiost is called upon to fill in succession many important offices—-as trustees of -
‘'schools, collectors and 298688018, juryren, town or county councillors; as voters at elections,
and as all having an interest in many important acts of parliament, which to understand
requires much mental training. For these reasons 1 think the library scheihe ought to be
prominently brought forward. Ifthe parents are ‘caréless, believe me, the children will
also pa.rtake of their habits. I have not met With a notmal 'school teacher, and until they
are common, the free school syste, if carried into operation will degenerate into oppres-
sion, becanse the teachers, such as we have them, cannot undertake even a half-filled school :
how much less then +ill they be able to ¢onduct a school when free to all. Most teachers
wint method, and only resort to the business in many cases from idleness and poverty. I
have only had one professional teacher, and he was an incorrigible drunkard. As soon as
your teachers are to be had the free school system ought to, and will, be universal, but I =
hope not until then. The way the people want the schools conducted here this year -
 seems to me an excellent one—to demand a small quarterly fee from each pupil, and then
rate on all the property in the section for deﬁcwncles this does away with grumbling on
' the part of those who have no children to send.. I have not reported school lectures as
being given in sectmns T could not even get parents or trustees to attend examinations.,
So my sphere of usefulness lay, I thought, in lecturing teachers, trustees, and rate-payers,
in private. Now that all sections have your admirable reports, and are getting the Jour-
nal of Education free, I am hopeful that school matters will steadily improve among us.
Many dlsagreeable occurrences arose from i 1gnorance of the school law, and trustees not
knowing their duties.”” ‘

78. William Kerrott, Esg ., Seneca: “On. compmng the progress of educa,tlon in
this township, with the statistics of my pfedecesaors, I arn hiappy to petceive that in every
branch of an useful edtication, the advance is stéady and onward, birt not so vapidas I -
desive. However, the fault is not in the system, biit in'the corimiinity ; ; and the tardinéss
is caused by the fact that the majority of our teachers are below the 'standird of mte]ll-
gence and capacity required to thoroughly convey:and transfix on the niind:of the. pupll
& certum measure or complement of useful knowledge in'a reasonable gwen "period-of
time. Many are possessed: of the accomplishments of a scholar, and can. engage matured
understandings; but this faculty in: teachers'too freqiiently either’ stagnites and. loses its
power, or evaporates to chaos before:it arrésts the attention of pupils, or’ ﬂoWs to ‘the fiex
ible mte]lects of the various:'ages ‘and: capacxtles of childret. These opmlens ‘are’
founded upon, my observations: while: hmtmg aid exammmg the: schools of the; townshlp
for the past year;-and- renable me to; ai‘ﬁrm ‘thiat, the:few- hormal' tramed teacher now‘,
employed w1thm the lnmts of my supemsmn, have dJﬂ'used and mdeh L :
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useful and elementary knowledge on the mmds and memories of their pupils in tln'ee
months than other teachers, who labor without method, can do in a whole year, And the
enlightened portion of the people freely accord their gratitude to the chief supermtendent
for his untiving zeal in wisely contemplating and perfecting an institution such as the ; pre:
gent normal school establishment for the elementary training of common school teachers
The wisdom of statesmen, and the benevolence of 1eg1slat10n must be abortive unless a
system is fostered that will prepare teachers capable of preparing the youth of the country
to fulfil their civil and social duties as subjects of the realm or citizens of the world. Some
nervous school sections are contented to employ the cheapest teacher they can find, sub
Jectmg themselves to the destructive usury of wasting seventy-five per cent of their chlld
rens’ time, and fifty per cent of the public and private resources of education for a scanty
and confused idea of letters, while three-fourths of the time, and one-half the expense (byv
even paying double the amount annually to a properly trained teacher).can be applied - ‘to
the theory of arts, or devoted to the developmenb of science, without interfering w1th |
any portion of after years, dedicated to other callings. Some are willing to blame the
1aws with sterility, and charge parties with neglect who are interested in the advancement
of education, because their schools are not satisfactory ; but in this asin many other cases
they themselves are at fault for not employing such teachers as can give confidence amd
character to the hope of education. The law has decided that we can be educated, and
the responsibility rests with the teachers whether we are now educated or not”

XXX CouxTty OF Nonromc

79. James  Covernton, Esq,, Charlotteville : “ As this township is the oldest in the
western part of Canada, I think it is not unreasonable to expect that all school sections in
it, except those of recent establishment (say within five years) should be called upon to ralse ‘
amongst themselves a sum of at least twice the amount of the public allowance. I am
sure you will regret to perceive in my return an instance where the public allowance‘
amounted to very nearly three times the sum levied and collected by the trustees, and two
other cases where the grant nearly doubled the se1f~1mposed tax. I would venture to sug
gest the expediency of such a change in the future law as will prevent the possibility of a
continuance of such a perversion of the public aid. I think a general rule might be Ia,ld‘
.down to meet this anomaly ; subject however to & departure for a time, in the case of - new
‘school sections in new and poor settlements. I have only a return of two free schools: for
last year: the subject was generally agitated this year, but without much success, asin -
five sections in one portnon of the township it was lost. I have reason to fear much error

. exists as to the opinion of the rural school sections in this matter. All reasonable persons, ’
concur in the justice and necesswy of providing for the education of persons in low cir. .
cumstances and that such provision should be obtained from the property of those i in, the ‘
section that are in a more prosperous condition.,” = y

80. D. C. Swayze, Hsq., Middleton: * In transmitting my annual report of the
schools for the past year, it affords me great satisfaction to state, that the subject; of educ&-
tion is engrossing more attention than in any former year, since I became acquainted v mth:
the townshlp Tt has been generally conceded by the “majority ’ that ¢ free schools *are
“the “only schools” A few wealthy individuals still oppose the free school movem

whilst many of the middle classes desire'a genera,l measure, exther county oI provine
of taxing for the support of education. You will observe- several new' ‘sections estabhg he
durmg the past | two years One of them has opened ) school in g splend.ld new:

’bmltbyassessmen S ‘ ‘ T

e e e
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81. Joln A. Backhouse, Isq., Walsmgham “ Tt affords me - smsfacﬁon to be able to ‘
state that the sehools generally are in a prosperous condition. Much embarrassment has
however been experienced by trustees owmg to the difficulty involved in collectmg ‘the

 school rate upon non-resident lands; and it i% & matter of great importance, that .in any
. amendment or supplement to our present excellent school act, efficientand clea.r provisions

should be made in reference to this particular. . You will peceive by the report’ tha.t, with

one exceptlon, the free school system has been adopted by the several sections in this

township; in some instances much violent opposition has been offered to it, ‘but as soon

as the non-resident assessment can be made available for achool pu\'poses, I think ‘this -
system will unanimously prevail. The reporb shows a great deficiency in the number of
first class teachers: this I regret. Although I took pains to see the trustees of such sec-

tions as' were most able to pay a fair salary, and obtained their permission to offer such to

first class teachers for the winter term, especlallv to those which had been trained at ‘the

normal school, yet they were not to be had at any price. The teachers however, with one
or two exceptions, have dlscha.rged their duties conscientiously: and with credit to them-
selves and satisfaction to all concerned. Owing to large investments of stock in' roads and.
other important improvements, the county council appropriated a much smaller sum for
schools for 1852 than formerly,—thus necessarily decreasing the amount of pubhc money.

This act is not to be attributed to indifference or want of zeal on the part of the council
to promote the cause of education, but to an impression that the necessary amount could
as easily be raised by a local, as by a county, rate: experience has proved, however, that,
the latter is accomplished with far less dissatisfaction ; ; and to prevent a recurrence of this
apparent evil, the board of pubhc instruction for: the county, appomted a committee of
influential members to lay the matter before the council and impress upon them the
importance of i mcreasmg the county apportwnment for the future. Any embarrassment
which might have arisen from such deficiency of public funds has been nobly over-
come by a sufficient assessment voluntariiy mace m tne several sections. Assessments
thus voluntarily made afford satisfactory proofs that the public mind is becoming more
impressed with the importance of providing amply for the education of youth; and from
my. opportunities of knowing the public sentiment of this townshlp in reference to school

" matters, Ifeel warranted in saying that the people are strongly attached to our pre-
‘sent school system. I'am happy to inform you that the municipal council ‘of - the town-

ship have granted the sum of ﬁfty pounds in aid ‘of funds for the purpose -of pur.
chasing a library, under the provisions suggested by yourself during your last official
visit to this county ; and I hope, within a few weeks, to.be able to apprise. you of a much
larger sum raised by subscription for-the same purpose. I deeply regret that'certain par

‘ties and portions of the press have been, and are still, making incessant efforts to create

dissatisfaction and discord for the purpose of dlsturbmg our superior system of national
and universal education. The vast improvement in schools, and a general inteérest in
behalf of literature manifested by the people at large, are the best proofs of its own
merits, and the best guarantee of what it will eventually accomplish, if ‘carried out, for the
rising generation of our country: and I beg to assure you that the very objectionable

| gystem of denominational schools which-is sought to be substituted ix lien of our present

enlightened one, would find no advocates in this township, and I beheve very few, if any

in the county.” But I consider. that all the objections raised against our present, and srgu-

ments' adduced: in favor of & denommatxonal school systom, ‘have from"time to time been
10 ably answetad and Justly exposed tha,t any remm'k on my part would be unnecessa.ry
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and might appear out of place I am happy to be made the medium through w hich the
trustees of schools and many other friends of education have wished to express to' you
their' warmest thanks for your able' and unceasmg exertions in behall of common
schools

. 82, The .Ravm end Andrew W’zlson, Woodhouse: “ 1 am happy to be able to say that
educatmn is progressing in this townshlp-—as appears. by comparing the present repoﬂ;
with those of past years. Thus, in 1850 there were three hundred and fifty-eight children
on the registers—in 1851 the numbers rose to four hundred and thirty-one, making an

‘increase of ninety-three. In 1852 there were, as you will see by the report, five hundred
and sixty-nine—making an increase over that of 1851 of one hundred and thirty-eight...I
may safely say from investigation that the increase in the year 1851 was entirely conﬁm,d
to those sections which adopted the free school system. I haveno doubt bub that the
large increase in 1852 was chiefly owing, to the same causc; as all the schools, With but
twor excep‘mons, were free. The average attendance in 1850 was one hundred and seventy-
seven—in 1851, two hundred and twenty-ﬁve, making an increase of forty-eight. Thatin
1852 was, in summer, two hundred and seventy, nnd in winter, two hundr ed and elahby
four. Taking the largest number it gwes an increase of fifty-nine. The number of pupils
on the register has, therefore increased since 1850, two hundred and eleven—and that of
the average attendance since the same time, one hundred and seven. During the year t\\o
new schools have been opened. All the money required for the payment of teachers, over
and above the legislative and county grants, has been raised, with the exception of £12
10s. 2d., by assessment upon rateable property in the various school sections, It w ould
be unjust, however, not to inform you that there is, notwithstanding, a good deal of
opposition in the township to the free school system. I see by the reports of schogl-
meetings there will not be so large a number of free schools this, as last year. But what-
ever success attends this system, its instruction has done good, not only in adding to: the
number of pupils at school where it has been adopted, but also in arousing the minds of
the people to the mterests of eclucablon It affects 1he purse, and this seems to aﬂ"ect the
minds of many ; so’ that school matters are discussed with warmth, and &chooLmeetmgq
attended by those who formerly felt but little, if any, interest in common school educatxon
In this way information has been spread, and the minds of many informed on this unportant
‘subject. I am not prepared to say whether it would be better to place the decision of: free
schools or not for each township in the hands of the fownship council—or for each county
in those of the county council. It is probable that, were it placed in the hands of either,
much discord and bad feeling would be prevented which are now in some school sectlons

“painfully experienced, and school taxes would not be felt to be such a- burden
as under the present system. I think it is much to be regretted thal any clause
was introdnced into the school law authorizing separate schools, and the sooner that part
of our school law be expunged the better, not only for education but. for true- rehgxon
itself. It is not for the salke of religion or because there is no moral trammg in .our
common schools, for which our educational system provules, that the cry is mude; for
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. acted upon, no harm would be dox;e to the conscwnce of any, and momhty would be pr.'o-

moted in the msmg genemtlon

XXXI Covuxnry oF OX¥ORD.

83. Be)yamm Ellison, Bsg., Blandy‘ord : “T am happy to be able to say, that,
during the year a steadily increasing desire to have the children educated, has been mani.
fested by the people. ' They begin move fully to apprecxate ‘the. advant&ges which ‘we enJoy

‘under the present most excellenf; system of education. T haveno doubt the free gift of B

the Journal of Education will very greatly increase this good feeling. - Th1s Dbenevolent act
carries clear conviction to the public mind of the pa,ternal dlsposmon ‘entertained by both
the Chief Superintendent and the government towards the rising generation. Consxderable
interest has been excited by the late visit of the Chief Superintendent to this county
especially by the information which he gave respecting public libraries : and preparahons
are making in the township to embrace the privilege of establishing a township hbra.ry a8’
soon as his arrangements are' completed, and made known to, the public. One circum-
stance respecting. the schools T would just mention. On my ﬁrst visit I mqun'ed whether
the seriptures were used, and found they were not. The reason #ssigned was, a want of
copies of the scriptuves, and not any objection of either teachers, trustees or parents. - As
soon a3 possible, T procured from the Bible Society,one dozen of Testaments for each school—
these were gladly received, and one lesson is daxly read by all who are able to read in that
book. The children in one school were so anxious to have a Testament that they ' ‘could
call their own, that the teacher had to sell the whole and order another dozen of Testaments,
and also one dozen of Bibles, when again all the Testaments were immediately sold and a
third dozen requested. I will not trouble you with any further remrks, but heurtlly
unite in the prayer of cvery lover of his country that God may still ‘guide you by his
counsel” for many, many years, ‘ and afterwards receive you to glory >

84. The Reverend W. H. Landon, Blenheim: “ You will observe that although wo
have but three free schools, properly such, in this townsliip, yet no less- than ten are in
part mpported by a tax upon the rateable property of the sections, which ten sechtms
raise in this manner no less a sum than £218 0s. 5% being an average of £21 18s. for
the ten—considerably more than half the average amount raised in the sections for teachers’ ‘
salaries. This system is the’ result of & sort of compromise between the advocates of the
free school system and its opposers. In general it works extremely well, though Tam

© more and more satisfled the longer I'am connected ‘with' schooll that even this sysﬁem ‘

ought to be immediately superseded by a general p&rhamentary provmon for free’ sehools over.
the whole country I am inclined to the opinion that the ¢number of* puplls on the
register’ iy generally not correctly reported, havmg observed: that most of the teachers
and trustees within my charge, would have only given the number-of ‘the ares on the
last roll,—say the quarter ending the year. . This in some mstances, in country schools, is
scarcely more than one-half the children who have received instruction dunng some part ‘of

" the year, as the puplls found in our schools in the winter are by no means the same‘as

those who attend in the summer. . I have had opportumtles to ‘explain: thlsvmatter«tO*
some of the school au‘ohomtles in this township and’to securé correct reports. ‘Others I
1mugme have followed the old method Perhaps you Wﬂl thmk the matbe}' of § 'suﬁicleht
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that the people are averse to having their children made acquamted with the sacred ‘
volume. I believe the fact is far othermse that a vast majority of them in every section
'in this townshlp are desirous that their children should be so instructed. But thereis a.’
general i 1mpresslon among them that the Bible should only be read in common schools as
a religious exercise ; and that none but deculedly religious persons should be employed ‘
to conduct religious exercises for others. Where persons of this character cannot be
obtained, it seems to be thought best to omit religious exercises in school alt;ogether,
and leave that branch of the instruction of the puprls entirely to the parents and the
pastor: and T confess I fully coincide with them in their opinions. The national reading
books, and no others, I believe, are used in all the schools. The 1eadmg lessons furmah
the suggestions, and the class is directed to the maps hung up about the room for expla.nw B
tion. This method skilfully pursued is found amply sufficient to impart & competent and
even - accurate knowledge of that most important and interesting branch of sclence,
geography I would observe, generally, that I perceive a gradual progress in the publi¢
mind in relation to.the necessity of securing the best order of instruction for all the
young; a progress slow, it must be admitted, but in the right direction: and, as it i
difficult to conceive of any revolution to which our country is liable, that will either turn
it backward or greatly retard its advance, it is delightful to look forward to the condltlon
$o which in time we will inevitably arrive, However delightful these antlclpatlonl may .
be, it must be admitted on all hands that you have contributed largely to give rise ‘to
them ; and T trust a merciful Providence may continue you in your present position until
you & shell see them fully realized,—which I am sure will be the richest reward you. wrll
desire. I may also remark that I see increasing reason why a system of school mspectlon
should be adopted, which should partake of a higher character than the present and ab the
same time be removed beyond the sphere of local mﬂuence
85. Roderwk Mucdonald, Esq., Oxford, North: ¢t affords me much pleasure to bear
my testimony to the i xmprovmg character of our common schools in this quarter, and to
the rapid development in the public mind of that lively interest in the cause of educatmn,
without which the best system of public instruction must fail of success. As often ‘Thappens
in matters affecting the public sentiment, this growing interest in education has been'
 stirred up, not so much by the primary subject itself, as by some of its concomitant circum«
stances, The most powerful, perhaps, of these secondary agents is the free school principle-
happily introduced into the present school act. The constantly recurring opportumtles ;
of deba,'omg the means for the support of education, stimulate many who would otherwise:
- remain in apathetic indifference, to investigate the intrinsic merits of education itself; and
the very opposition which is being offered to the noble prmcxple of making the property of ~
the country sustain the education of the country, will only in the end accomplish’ the
triumph of the principle by the spirit of inquiry which such opposrtxon must necessamly~
provoke. In this quarter the tendency of the public sentiment on the subject is palpable,
and I confidently believe the time is not far distant, if it be not now present, when:a.
general statutory application of the principle would be hailed with joyful gratrﬁcatlon by
the great majority of the people.. In some sections in which, g year ago, the idea of freer“
 schools was scouted, the principle was triumphantly adopted at the late annual. schdol:.
meetings ; and although some sections have decided against it, I find that the trueca
of opposition was, not uny repudmtmn of the principle itself, but: local d1ﬁ‘erence s
 jealousies, often personal, from w]nch few country school sections are at-all ‘times: exe '
‘From the gmtmtous distribution of the Joumal of. Education to tho several eorpor&tx ’
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I eugur the most happy results, not only because of the mformahon which it will dissemi-
nate, but-because it will tend to create a kind of esprit du corps, among school officers and
authorities, by associating them more intimately with the Department of Public Instruc-
tion. To infuse their own animus into those under their command is always a desirable
object with great leaders ; and certainly no more effectual means could be adopted to com-
municate & measure of the ardour and energy which you.so happily and eminently display
* in the cause of education to those whose duty it is to carry out the details of the School
" Act, than to place a copy of the Journal in the hands of each of them.. You may rely upon
it, that, in addition to the gratification which the consciousness of having done a great
public good must afford you, the people of Canada will not regard without gratitude the efforts
you are s0 successfully putbmg forth to render them as enlightened as they are already free
and prosperous,” ‘ L

86. Geor_qe Alexander, Esq., waord Last: « In transmitting my annual report for
the township of Eest Oxford, I would desire to subjoin a few remarks which I should have
made at the county convention had the time not been fully and sutisfactorily occupied
by others. Upon the whole, we have much reason to be satisfied with the progress of
things in this county. There is a very marked improvement in the teachers, and a large
number of the schools are conducted to the perfect satisfaction of the parents. I observe
that it is contemplated to make some alterations in the provisions of the school act, and
embrace this opportumty of making one or two suggestlons 1. It would be desirable if
it could be made compulsory at the annual school meeting (in the event of the principle
of the rate-bill being adopted,) that the rate per month or per quarter be named, not to
. exceed one dollar per qua,rter in country sections. Obs.: The most fatal resolution is that
of the rabe-bill, meaning that the parents of the children attending the school shall Pay
the whole, so that if only twelve children attend the parents of these will be liable. 2.
Respecting the appropriation of the government. money according to the a,verage attend-
ance for the year. This principle of distribution will doubtless stimulate a larger attend-
ance : but small and very poor sections, in which it is a struggle to keep their school open
six months, I think, suffer under this principle. I would humbly suggest that the average
attendance be taken, not for, the year but for the time the school has been kept open, which
must be at least six munths during the year. Obs,: There ave some of the poor sections
in adjoining townshlps this year receiving under two pounds while one or two of the
wealthy sections receive fifteen or sixteen pounds 8. In the seventh clause of the twelfth
section, I would suggest that the words ¢ any additional rate” be struck out, and the fol-
lowing be inserted: “from the rateable property of the sec‘mon, the amount which may be
necessary to pay the balance of the teacher’s salary, and other expenses of such school.”
Obs. : This would remove all doubt as to the construction of the terms used. 4. It'would
be well if it were made compulsory to settls all differences or: dxsputes by arbitration in a
manner similar to that specified in the seventh clause, without going into court. 5. It
would be well to give trustee corporahons the same powar as that possessed by mumclpa.l
corporations to levy on absentee lands.’ Obs. : Suppose the absentee  proprietors | be hvmg in
England, can the trustees recover by levying after & penod on the land . 6. The subject
of agricultural chemistry might be included in the, pprogramme of examination of ﬁrst class

teachers. With respect to the free school principle; a step- mxght be made in, that dJrec- L

tion' by granting the ‘government money on’condition that; at: least; double the emount‘ -
shall be levied by.the mumcxpahtxes And respectmg the 11brary ‘money ; $o. be chstmbuted B
I 'ohmk it: would be. well'to. dmt‘riB\ite it to" thovleveral mumclpa.htxes just upon; th ‘samo v
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principle, . For the purchase of libraries, they might be required to raise treble the -
amount, and I think they would do i, Tu conclusion, I would state that one of the grest:'
est barriers to the progress of improvement, and it is an evil most difficul to remedy, is
the existence of 0 many small school sections. There is little good done-in these small
sections. They can never pay a properly qualified teacher; they geuerally keep a six
months’ school, with a female or indifferent teacher. To remove this obstacle it would be
necessary to revise the school sections of the whole country, which might be done by a
commission consisting of trustees, councillors, and superintendents, giving them full power
after they have rece1ved full information respecting thé boundaries, &e., &e. It is no
doubt a most difficult question, but the evilis very great in certain localities, and it will
never be removed so long as the power is left with the majority of the people. It may be
remarked that too frequent legislation is not good, inasmuch as much of the discord and
trouble existing arises from the want of a due knowledge of the laws. I might say that
the proceedings of half the annual school meetings are not legally conducted, and we are
constantly hearing of threatened litigation and hard feelings between trustees and the .
parents of the school sections. It would be more satisfactory if instead of an amendment
act, the whole of the school act was passed in its revised form, and way afterwards pub:
lished entire in the Jowrnal of Education. In conclusion, I have much pleasure in giving
expression to that T know to be the unanimous feeling of this county. That all are
deeply sensible of the vast and important services you have rendered to this province in:
hewmg now secured to us by your great ability and untiring energy a school system supe-
rior to that of any other land; and we have perfect confidence in your own superior
judgment, that, amidst the multitude of opinions expressed and sufrgestlons made by those
officially appointed, you will only recommend such 'alterations in the la.w as will prove
beneficial to the country.”

87. The Reverend William Freeman, Ougford, West: “1 am happy to state that a
large portion both of Trustees and people are in favor of a general free school system,
also there exists a strong desire to abide by the letter and the spirit of the ¢school act,
all parties wish to be informed as to the best method of conducting their schools accurately,
as it regards the teachers they employ. T am also 1nppy in anouncing that the visit of the
Chief Superintendent was received with great pleasure, and that his suggestion to mtroduce ‘
into the schools, as far as practicable, the Word of life, was responded to by many wise and
good persons. I could heartily wish that all the school sections would have a copy of. the
Journal of Bducation. 1have been endetwourmg to promote its circulation in the townslnp i

NI

XXXII. Courty oF WATERLOO.

88. J’ames C’olguhoun, Esq., Dumfiies, North : 1 am happy to say that thlee schools’i m '
the township have formed themselves into free schools. The general impression prevmls
that free schools are soon to be extended universally by the law of the colony, and this o)
acquiesced in by a great majority of the intelligent population. I have exerted myself' to
promote it, and to impress upon all parents the importance of keeping then' grown uﬁ ‘
children regularly at school for a longer period than is usual.” 4

89. Alewander Allan, Fsq., A.M., Waterloo: “These townships are mhablted genera]lyby
the descendants of Dutch settlers from Pennsylvama, who still ‘preserve their own: la
guages in their families, and by German: immigrants from Europe ‘who are’i
* tant of the English language on' their arrival in ‘this province. The Enghsh ;laﬁguag
hoWever, is taught generally in the: schools 3 although Ain.gome few the Dutich’ stﬂl ob i
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The desire to be'instructed in both languages is now becoming prevalent, and there-is a
demand ' for teachers who understand botb languages ; .but thele is 4 great deﬁcxency of
books in the Grerman language, and theu progress in it is conﬁned to reading and writing
alone. It is thenin the English la.nguage that they derive real instruction. One evidence.
of the benefit of this mstructmn is apparent from the fact that one half of the present
teachers in these townships are Canadian born. It is not to be expected that these are ‘
thoroughly educated teachers. . Some of them desirous of instruction have attended pri- .
vate academies, and some have gone to institutions in the United States for.a few months
gt one time. From these opportunities of procuring information and experience in.the
mode of teaching, and from adopting the model school method there is a marked improve-
ment among them generally in their mode of communicating. instruction. None of this
class have obtained first class, but some of them have second class certificates. Among
the better educated teachers, and those who have studied mathematics, there is a general
objection to undergo an examination in that branch of scnence, and rather than do so are
satisfied with a second class certificate, many of them being first rate teachers in all other
branches. This objection applies to several who have been lately at the normal school.
These observations are made in reference to what has becn experienced in the three coun-
ties, rather than as applicable to Waterloo aud Woolwich. In the township of Waterloo
there were three schools vacant in 1851, which were recommenced in 1852. T'wo of them
have been kept open for only three months: the other for six months. - The closing of
these schools was occasmned by the smallness of -the school =ect1ons,—zm evil which has
occasioned much injury to the progress of education; and the conflicting interests of the
several parties interested therein retards any new arrangement. The average time these
schools have been taught is 8% months. In Woolwich township the average time the
schools have been kept open is 9% ‘months, and one half of them are free schools, In
these townships there are difficulties, at present, in the way of introducing the free school
system. In the first place the business is conducted by barter and trading to a consider-
able extent, and comparatively little is. done in the way of cash payments; and secondly
the taxes havo been considerably increased this year in consequence of the separation of
the new county of Waterloo.” Aware of this feeling in. regard to. taxation it has been
recommended by the reporter to the several school trustees that, if a tax for a free school
cannot be obtained, they should endeavor at the general meeting to procure a partial
assessment to assist in payment of the teacher and thereby lessen the rate-bill. The plan
has been partially adopted in Waterloo townshlp, and when the people are once accustomed
to, and see the advantage of* the method of paying their teacher, there will be less difficulty
in adopting and acting on the free school system. . It will be noticed that no lectures are
reported as having been delivered. There were no regular lectures because there was no
audience assembled. After the examination I addressed the children shortly; and- after-
* wards conversed with-the school trustees, pointing out to'them anythmg ob]ectxona,ble or
different, and urgmg on them the propriety and necessity of procuring proper maps and
apparatus, and pressing on them the benefits of a free school.””,

90. l’ize Reve: ‘end James Sm, Wellesley “ A great deal of the i 1gnorance Wthh p1e~
vails among trustees’ aud ‘people with regard o the demgn of giving: an- ‘education; to all
the youth in Canada, the . ostensible ob;ect contempla.ted by the common iéchool; act; will,
T trust, be removed by the very hberal provmon made under your supermtendence in!give,
ing the Journal qf Educatzon to the trustees ‘of! every, school sectxon gratls - The standard
of" educa.hon is. nsmg in;this: townshlp mst m proportlon a8’ better teachers are secured ,;
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and the pupils invariably show a partiality for teachers who have veceived a modern train:
ing. There are several young men in "Wellesley who are teaching this winter with great
acceptance and who wish to enter the normal school at Toronto as soon as they are able.”

XXXIII. Counry oF WELLINGTON,

91. John Kirkland, Bsq., Amaranth : “T have reported school lectures as gwenmthe
trustees reports. The fact is that these reports refer chiefly to addvesses to the children,
and I have no doubt it would be found if inquired into, that such is the case generally.
throughout the province, from occasional conversations I have had with other superintend-
ents. So much did I feel the discouragement of making appointments at' which I knew
I had little reason to hope for an audience that I preferred publishing my lecture (having been
formally requested to do soin oneor two instances where I happened to geban au(hence)

with the view of giving a copy to every section in lieu of delivering an oral one,
thinking that by so doing, although I should be some money out of pocket I had'a
reasonable prospect of throwing thoughts which appear to me to be worthy of serious
reflection in the way of thoughtful men in a permanent form; and that thus, if no
present impression were made, it might set other minds. to work, from whatever motive, .
and enable me thereby to satisfy my own conscience in the matter. Of the soundness of
the views I have expressed, it is for the public to judge. I am not so anxious for thé
hasty approval of such as only take a cursory glance at the subject, as I am for the manly, -
christian, patriotic criticism of men of extensive observation and sound judgment. From
such men correction would be far more acceptable to me than silence. Although I do
not pretend to be destitute of self-love, 1 have no fear of criticism equal to the fear of
mistaking error for truth. A never ending responsibility for the propagation of error has
greater power to awaken my apprehensions than the most withering exposure of my
folly, followed by a chorus of ¢the world’s dread laugh.’ Never until it was my official
duty as a superintendent to prepare a lecture on education, did I consider with sufficient
seriousness, or see so clearly as I now see that, ¢ wisdom and knowledge’ diffused through
the mass of the population,—rather than mere theoretical perfection in the constitu:.
tion of political organization,—is not only necessary, but absolutely indispensable to the’
beneficial development and permanent stability of our mational institutions, and the -
availableness of our material resources ; and, inadequate as I feel my own powers to take
a properly comprehensive view of all the important beéarings of the subject, I cannot look ;
upon the old world unimpressed with the conviction that even France, which is in posses:
sion of all kinds of wisdom except the wisdom which Christ came down from heaven to
teach—~the country which has laid ber slaughtered millions of human victims on the altar
of liberty, and deified sensual reason,—may clearly trace the cause’ of all her sorrow—the.
fierceness of her contending factions—the atheistic tyranny under which she writhes;"
speechless and bleedmcr——to the want of a standard of moral truth which she can respect
for its purity, and of men of pure minds and houest aims to teach it—to the fact that’ the ‘
instruction of her masses has devolved on men who, whether prxests or professors, Have"
been agreed in rejecting the council of God ; assaulting the faith of the people by open\'
attack, or prostituting it to the base purposes of hypoerisy. Holding these views, I':.
consider that when we are called upon by law to prepare lectures on popular educatloA KER
and receive a remuneration at the public charge for the due performance of the duty; th
words of Ezeklel chapter 83, will apply to'local superintendents as truly as it does tot;
sentinels of our garrisons, or the ministers of the Gospel. It was under these feeling
responsibility that, at the risk of oﬁ‘endmg many-whose pa&ronuge 1 have' GDJO} ed, I felt
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to be my duty, ufter several . schoohnasters had compla.med to me of the senous mcon-

venience they suffered from the approprmtlon of so large a portion of the school hours to

the teaching of ca,teclusms, and that, in one case, o certain minister ‘went so far as to glve

a lecture to the schoolmaster in the presence of several parents beca.use the children, were

not so familiar with the catechism as he wished—it was under these clrcumsta,nces that. I

made the subJect of catechisms generally, a topic in my published lecture, but with more

especial reference to their introduction into the common school. Now that the subject of

sectarian schools, is exciting so much interest, I cannot see how secta.namsm, in any.one
form, can substantiate a claim to associate its standards, with the course of teaching in our

common schools on any grounds which will not equally justify the precautionary claims of

any other sect for government support to separate schools. The claims of the Bible to be

admitted into our schools, I take to be widely different to the claims of a creed. Asa .
book of theolouy, it is, it is true, the only divinely sa,uctmned standard but it has clanns
of a secular character better substantiated than those of any other book, as being the only
authentic historic record of ancient tlmes ond if h1story is a part of our educational
course, the Bible is necessary to teach i, .

92. . Jokn Finlayson, Esq., M. D., Arthur “The townships of Pnlkmgton, Arthur, ‘
Peel and Maryborough, have been'very recently settled. . And taking into- consideration
the various trials and distraction incident to new settlements, a fair share of attention has
been paid to the subject of schools. I would particularly beg to call your notice to the
township of Peel—which has been settled within the last six years. In' this township
there were in operation during last year, nine schools,—each of them open for a period
varying from six to twelve months. - Other new sections will be opened in this townslip-
s0 soon as the means of the inhabitants will enable them to pay teachers. Should this
township go on in future in regard to schools, as it has- done hitherto, ‘it will present a--
very praiseworthy example to other townships The Irish national series of school books
have very nearly superseded all others in these townshlps The school houses are most’
of them built of log, and are otherwise ill adapted, in their construction and furnishing, to
the purpose for which they are built.. In new townships much cannot be expected, but
even there the log school house might without additional expense, have been"made much

 fitter for the purpose than it is. They are all too low—say eight feet to the ceiling,’ and-
1o provision made in any one of them for ventilation. ' A better taste is wbegmmng to
manifest itself. The school houses that have been built durmg the last two years are'better
than the former ; and it is to be hoped that school trustees and all others concerned; ‘may
see the bad effects and wretched economy of building bad school houses; and of withe
holding from them when built the means and appliances by which the teacher can best
instruct their children, such as maps, apparatus, &c., &e. Thé mode of tuition in ‘these
schools is by classes, or by classes and monitors ; and all the teachers ‘are in ‘the lmblt of
questioning their pupils on the lessons which they may be reading. The efﬁcxency of
some of the schools is impaired by the absence of maps, &e., b\;t the teachers IR whole
do their duty.” 4

o XXXIV Oovmx OF Gnn. -
93. The Reverend John MoK innon : « Bducation is in 3 very mcxplent state in tlmf ‘

county as yet: but T am happy to say. there is, a: rapldly mcreasmg mtex'est taken in the; o

matter by the people in genera,l -and there are now'in operation more, than twico ‘a8 many
schools as there were. in February 1852 If suxtable beweheru could be’ obmmed,” \
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than ten or twelve additional schools would now be in operation. Teachers, however, we
cannot get. There are several sections in the county prepared to pay teachers of orchnary -
ability from £45 to £75. It appears to become more obvious to the most intelligent
part of the people, that in order to impart a suitable education to their children in the
time that can be given to this object, we must have good teachers, and such are not to be
gecured without a good salary. ‘Could a few. only of well trained energetic ‘teachers be
obtained for the county, this conviction would become general. I find that the free
¢chool system of supporting the teacher is the only one that works well in this county.
In several instances another system was adopted at the annual mectings for the
present year ; but it was afterwards found that the school would sustain much injury, and
that; after all, the taxes would not be hghter than if the free school system had been
adopted, (the pubhc money being so much less on account of the small attendance), and
!péclal meetings have been called to re-consider the matter, and adopt the free
school system. My own opinion is, that a legislative enactment, establishing a free
school in every section throughout the Province, would be' an. inestimable boon to the
inhabitants. Such a law would secure to parents of all conditions of life the privilege of -
sending their children without charge to the sectional school, while it would do away with-
much of the local contention which is at present the ruin of many school sectious.

XXXV Counry o¥ PEmmir

94: James Redford, Fsq.: “In reviewing the ploceedmgs of the past yeu, I may
state that I observe nothing particalarly dlssxmllm' from those of the previous year, if I
except that my most sanguine expectations have been fully realized in regard to the free
school system, notwithstanding the opposition raised against it by the selfish and the
unthinking part of the, community in almost every locmhty There is an increase in the
number of schools for the year of eight, making forty in the county, twenty-one of 'Whlch
are free schools : thus in one year the free system being almost three to one to what it
was-the previous year. During the year I visited the schools four times, and with very
few exceptions delivered a lecture in each section, on the benefits of a free system of
common schools, and other topics in connection with education generally. The arrange-
ments made by you whereby the trustees of each school section shall be furnished with a
copy of the Jowrnal of Hducation for 1858, (free,) cannot fail to enable them to manage -
the school affairs to much better advantage than formerly; and will ultimately, and at no.
distant day, remove the prejudices of those who are at present opposed to the free school
system.” ‘

XXXVI, CouNties oF Hunon AND BBUCE

95 William Rath, Esg ¢ “ During the past year I have been a constant observer of
the causes that operate in advancing or retarding the course of education here. Of the -
retardmg causes may be stated, 1st, The class and condition of & large portion of the ,
" gettlers. In consequence of the inducements held out by the Canada Company, hu'ge
numbers of emigrants were led to settle in Furon that had no means to depend on but""
their industry. Having every difficulty to encounter, the necessaries of life were first to ‘
be thought of, and education left as a secondary consideration. And when able to’ start,
schools, they- (havmg formerly received but a poor remuneration for their own la,bor,)‘.~?= |
could not see the propriety of giving good salaries to school teachers. I think this is} th“'
reason why.schobl teachers are worse paid here than ‘in almost any other ‘part of Canad&
2d, School sectlons Secbxons were first; laid off to suit the early settlements; a.nd fro“
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the altered circumstances of townships, require to be .changed. I have observed -that the

alteration of school sections is always:a cauise of angry discussion. - Somebody s sure. to -
" be displeased.. The law, too, was far from being clear on ‘the power to mske such .
alteration : there has been, and still is, much contention on this subject. I.think the
praiseworthy efforts of the educational. department and the legislature, in disseminating.
correct information, will do much good. 8d, Defective school accommodation... The
greatest part of the school houses are log, often ‘built too small, and without any plan or

view to convenience. It is utterly impossible for teachers to have everything in its place, .

unless there is a place to put everything, or to impress on the minds of pupils those habits
of method and order so essential to o good elementary education. 4th, There is much
indifference among local authorities, councillors and ‘people in general, ' Councillora will
talk about roads and bridges, and read the Municipal Act; but:the majority of them.do
not care to be troubled too.much about 'schools. There are, however, many honorable
cxceptions. There is a very general desire among all classes to have good schools;but
they are not yet prepared to make the necessary sacrifice to obtain them—that is, to.build .
good school houses, to furnish them, and pay competent teachers: In' many places the
people are not able to do this, and in some places where they are able, they arenot; willing.
Comparing education with other interests, it does not' yet occupy -that position -in' the
public mind to which its importance entitles it. However, 1 ani far.from taking:a.des-
ponding view of its prospects. There are indications of progress; the discussion about
free schools; though attended with. acrimonious feeling, is doing good. “Thear sextiments
now expressed commonly through the countryin favor of making schools entirely. free,
that would not have been: heard three years since. There is no part.of :the School: At
answering its end better than the establishment.of Gounty Boards:of Public Instruction:
The Huron Board is doing good service : -they have adopted the plan of ~limiting :certifi-
cates, thus bringing teachers to be frequently examined, .and giving them to understand
that o constant improvement ‘will be required. Teachers have made a decided: advance
during the past year. - There has heretofore ‘been a great want of apparatus; ' Y-haye
succeeded in getting a‘black-board in most of the: schools, and have, spent. considerable
time in lecburing on the use of apparatus. In the details of business of the teachers and’
trustees, viz : in keeping registers, and making reports, there 'is also;much improvements
this branch-of their business has been very much neglected‘;';théuauth‘orized ;régisters-ape
& boon to the schools. On the whole, although there are signs ' of encouragement, yet.
there is & great work to be done: a work of labor and perseverance for superintendents:

and school authorities, which.it.will take time to accomplish. ! - ‘

‘ . XXXVIL. Counry.o¥ MIDDLESEX. L

6. The Reverend William F. Olarke, Dorchéster, North ; «] think"the:frée .sehoel
gystem is becoming more popular in both the townstips- T -have - superintendéd for ‘the
past year. Still & good deal of contention-and difficulty have festited fom thiab-provision’
" of the School,-Act which makes it a-questionof debaté dbieach’ atmusl megtifig:
whether the schools' shall be free - or 'not. Tam ‘eatisfied *that ma 3
opposition: whatever to & general Provincial tax; who now: régularly-uge-al
to defeat the sectional'tax. 'Not' will' our eduicationial systes-ever ‘be:establistie
pertiariently fespéctable basis; until publicsentiment’adiits 'of
taken by out legislature; My visits’to-thie * diff srefit Sedtions’ during é:!f‘ ]

.
1

have greatly deepened my impressions of the yiliie' an “ifniorbati
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gystem, and awakened an interest in the young people of these townships, amountingto

a yearning solicitude for their future well being. I am sensible that I have discharged.-
my duty very imperfectly, but in none of the labors of my life have I 'experienced more

pleasure, nor do I know of any work save the holy ministry, in which a christian man’
and a sincere patriot may exert a better influence than in that I am now relinquishing,~—

~ all the clamors of certain parties about our ‘irreligious schools’ to the contrary notwith-

standing. But to do the office justice, men thoroughly qualified must give their whole.
time and attention to it, and be so remunerated as to be able to do so without embarrass-

ment orloss.. I trust that ere long ample provision will be made for this.”

97. J. B. Winlow, Esq., Metcalfe:  Before offering any remarks on the report which
1 have the honor to submit to your department, or. on the progress of education generally
in this township, I beg to express the gratification it affords me to be made the medium.
to convey to you the best thanks of the school trustees of this township, for your exertions
in procuring your very excellent and useful Journal, free of any expense to them, for their
use, in the discharge of their respective duties. The services of trustees being gratuitous
and frequently harassing and difficult to perform, they cannot but feel strengthened and
supported in having constantly before them a work of reference and an authority like the"
Journal of Education for their guidance, containing so much valuable and practical
information, that the duties of school trustee will hereafter be comparatively simple to
what it has hitherto been. School trustees in rural sections have not generally availed
 themselves of that provision of the School Act authorising them to obtain the Jowrnal of
Bducation or other educational works which they might require to assist them in the-
discharge of their public duties, in consequence of which the valuable suggestions con-
tained in your numerous circulars, which appear from time to time in the Journal, have
not met the eye of the persons to whom they were addressed, or if they have, not until
the end of the year, when the emergency has passed away. The popular feelii;g‘seems‘tq')‘
be even between free schools and the voluntary system. One section supporting volun-
tarily last year, having a. free school this year, and vico-versa. 'This township being the
lowest assessed inthe county, has not the means of doing so much for education as its -
more wealthy neighbors. Upon the whole, however, & great improvement is taking
place, and I have every reason to hope there will be a school in each of the six sections
this year.” L o _— ‘ -

98. The Reverend William R. Sutherland, Mosa ; * Our schools in general in these
* western localities are decidedly improving, parents, guardians, township officials and all |
our citizens, seem to feel more deeply interested in the education and moral improvement.
of the young, than they have hitherto felt. Our school houses are becoming more com-
modious and better furnished with such apparatusas are essentially necessary to the,
facility and right management of communicating instruction to the young. Our teachers.
are, fast improving in all the qualifications necessary to maintain their standing and;
respectability  in the honorable department which they fill in the community, Our

children are becoming more serious and intelligent, and I do hope are beginning to make,.
progress in the, right direction. And I may add that it is the general opinion in these
western parts, that our noble system. of. education, if somewhat, amended, So as to meeb.
the demands of peculiar. circumstances, will: ultimately be ~very successful and proy

unspeakable blessing:to our fast rising country.” . L "
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99. Charles Hardie, Esg., Nissouri, West: “There seems to be an increasing desire
for education and moral improvement amongst all the inhabitants of this township, and in
my opinion your invaluable Journal of Education, and the establishment of your national
‘ Library, will stimulate the moral nnd physical energies of the people of Canada to more
mighty exertions than they have yeb employed. The two free 'schools which were in
operation during the past year are now closed ; the majority being against the continuance
of this plan, and having decided on supporting them: by rate-bill: so that the present
© gystem of free schools in Nissouri West, has proved a failure of too vacillating and
reactionary a character. But so far as I am acquainted with the general wishes of the -
people of this township, I think they w ould not so v1rulently oppose & national system of
free schools founded on universality :md perpetuity.”

XXXVIII Courry or ELeIN.

100. Donald Oum ie, Bsq., Aldborough : * Each year, and partlcularly thxs current
year's supplement to the School Act, contributes to the perfecting of the school system,

by means of which, as- its necessary consequence, the local superintendents’ annual -

in future will exhibit more of that satisfactoriness and completeness 8o desirable forall parties
concerned, and the less excuse will be for ignorance since that noble gift to the schools of
the Journal of Education with other appliances is additionally conferred. A few frame
school houses are being ‘built this year in this township with improved accommodation,
not only in respect of the material, but also (at least as far as my suggestmns in the case
can avail,) as to their library furniture, for it is clear that this desideratum once acquired,
stimulates to the further allimportant acquisition of a well qualified energetic teacher,
and with these primary requisites, the school section cannot but prosper. Thus the
effects of our excellent school law when made to bear in all its parts and in all adaptations-

on the grand object in view, i. e. the enlightenment of the Canadian youth, must be that
the future population through the 1ength and breadth of the land, will become well
instructed in regard to what pertains to the interests of the life that now is, and by God’s
grace prepared for the enjoyment of that which is to come. To conclude, give me leave
to say, without flattery, that the framer of our educational scheme might, with the
greatest propriety, and without a splce of egotism, utter the words of the elegant lyrist
of old—Euwegi Monumcntu/m @re perenmius, 1 thank you for the kindness and courtesy
you have shown me in the official correspondence. whlch I have had with you.”

101. The Reverend.T. B. Reacl Baykam : “/The interest in school matters is steadﬂy‘
increasing, as the number of schools open in the townshlp and houses bmlt wﬂl sufﬁcxently ‘
prove : but there is a great want of quahﬁed teachers

102, Thomas M’cC‘oll Bsq., Du/nwwh “ All the schools were supported on the free
school system, which was disapproved of by many—so much so, that they. allowed their
goods to-be sold by the law officers to pay the' teachers’ salary. Others appealed to the
law becausé the trustees did not lega.lly proceed. 'In one section the people/paid though
with some - reluctance; by a promise on the part of the trustees mot to act onthe free
system in future. 'In some of the -sections the trustees will not vact,. t}ns year, upon-the
free system, because of the: antipathy and contentxon enstmg between neighbors : but one

" or two sections’ will- pursue it because ‘they have it. in . their power by the present law.
I would further remark; that one. of the:, teachers engaged:'to-teach for eleven months -
‘ durmg tlus yes,r thh a hxgh sa.lary He acts , mumclpal surveyor nnd clerk und t
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fulfils his engagements as a teacher within the year. Many of his employers' ate
dissatisfied and appealed to me. I disapproved of the idea of a school teacher holdiné
townshtp omces—especlally a clerk—and now desire you in your wisdom and expenence :
to gwe your opinion and decision on the subject; and msert it in the Journal of .Educatum
which is now accessible to all.”

103. Jumes B. Crane, Isq., Xarmouth: “The schools of our townslup are on the
advance towards 1n1provement Free schools are inecr easing and a general interest is
being felt in reference to common school education. I might add that the schools which
are entu'ely froe are in a better condition than the rate-bill schovls by fifty per cent. It is
the general wish I believe, to have our schools supported by a provincial tax, not only for
the bare benefit of the schools working so much superior to the old system, but also to
save district and mneighborhood broils, heart-burnings, and discords which are almost
inevitable in the districts when the free school question is at all agitated. I have made it
2 point in my lectures to encourage the system of free, universal education. It is nots
little gratifying to know that the more the question is agitated the more supportersit
gains. I most confidently believe, (judging from what I hear, from interested school
parties,) that mothing short of a provincial tax for the support of the schools: of the
Province, will give satisfaction to the great majority of the people, and settle the present
aglbated state of very many school districts throughout the country. .I fondly hope ths
day is not far distant when Canada West shall present to the world the sublime spectacle |
of a people enjoying the benign blessings of a free universal education. I am happyto
assure you that great good is resulting from your receut visit to our part of the Provmce

XXXIX. Counry or KENT.

104. Charles Grant, Esg., Howard : T am happy to be enabled to state that thereis an
mcreasmg desire both on the part of the parents and the children for education, Stlll
much is wanted. to be done in removing prejudice against the new system of teachmg
Many pments would have the teacher conﬁne the children to their book all day, instedd
of varying the exercises by writing, arithmetic, &c., thus laying a foundation for general
progress. Sincerely do I hope the Journal of Eclucatzon may be the means' of dlﬁusmg 8,
better spirit and freely inculeating a higher state of intelligence among them. I think the freé
school system is gaining ground. Thereis no doubt that if it were to become law it would
give general satisfaction. There were six free schools out of eleven in this townshlp
which have been in operation under qualified teachers. There has been .one frame school
house built on the improved principle during the past year, and another is' to be erecte(}
this year ; the present school house being oo small for the number of scholars. I am

~ also happy to state that there are two Sunday schools in operatlon, at one of which there
i8 a library and a.good attendance of scholars.” i v

105. Thomas Cross, Esq., M. D., Raleigh : “ I have long advocated the necessﬂsyqof ‘
the legislature making the question of ¢ free schools’ compulsory on the inhabitants«of
every school section, and not as now left to the decision of an annual or special; school /
meeting, and have ever been of the opinion: that if the leglslature had takenthé power. outv
of the hands of the people ‘altogether, much of the coutention and - ill-feeling, swhich still-

. unfortunately prevml on this much agitated ‘subject, would have -beer’ obviated, an he
public mind would have soon- coincided with the justice aud wisdom -of :the- enactm
. The' deemon of a‘gredt publw quemon 'hHO‘the*fpresent ought’ not :te bo plaeed xawt
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disposal of a mixed community, entertaining a variety of opinions, and guided by different
feelings and prejudices, all of which are brought to bear, either for or against it, and tend
mutually to prevent unanimity in its settlement, and co-operation in its practical working,
1 have heard the most bitter opponents of “free schools” declare, ¢ that it they were made
the law of the land, whereby all dicussion on, and opposition to them formed no part of
the proceedings of school meetings, they would cease to oppose their progress and cordially
join with others in giving them a fair trial.” All idea of their injustice and tyranny would,
 like every other system of taxation established: by law for the pnblic good, soon vanish,
and the people would, after a few years of experience in their beneﬁcml operation, cheer-
fully submit to the rate imposed, not as a matter of necessity, but as an act of justice 'and
fairness. This I have ever conceived to be the wise and judicious course the legislature
could pursue. But it is contended that the country is not prepared for such a measure—
that it is too new—that the better way is to let the people be. gradually brought into the
system, when they would soon be convinced of its utility and loudly demand its general
adoption—that free schools would then be umversally established, not by the strong arm
of the law, but by the force of public opinion itself. Now to show the fallacy of their -
- argument, we have only to point to our own county which, as respects population and
wealth, the essentials on which the success of general education chiefly depends, is far
behind the eastern counties, and yet free schools, within the last four years, have been
more generally established, and their vast benefits more justly appreciated in this county,
than in any other in Tpper Canada, evidently proving that the free school system depends
for its existence, not on the enlarged resources of a people, but on their deep interest in
the course which itis destined most successfully to promote ; and therefore the only way to
prepare a country for the legislative adoption of free schools, is to elevate its inhabitants in
intelligence and moral principle, and their resources though small, will be generously con-
tributed to their maintenance and extension. I am, therefore, sanguine, that the day is -
not far distant, when the schools of this country will be thrown open to every inhabitant,
the poor as well as the rich, free as the air which surrounds them, and that- knowledge
will thus be imparted to every child, whatever be its circumstances or its position in life.
But since 1 have reason to believe the legislature is not prepared at present to take such
an enlarged and liberal view of the subject, it then becomes a question how far each of
the methods proposed is worthy of ddoption, or which would be more conducive to the
end in view. T am décidedly opposed to the proposed plan of conferring the power on the
trustees, to say after their election whether the school shall be conducted on the voluntary
or compulsory system. 1st. Because Iam of opinion it will be productive of the very .
results which are most to be dreaded, and which the law ought if possﬂ)le to prevent— .
namely, bringing the people and trustees into collision, and thereby causing a determined
opposition on the part of one portion ‘of the inhabitants to the earnest-endeavors of the
 latter to promote the educational - interests of . the section. by mamtammg an eﬁic1ent
school. Every impediment is thus thrown in the way of the trustees by the dissatisfied,
and their future usefulness is necessanly very much 1mpau-ed-2d Because, the election
of a trustee would then- hmge not on his. quahﬁcatxon for the office, but whethér ke is
- in favor of, or opposed to, compulsory education. 86 that while the law ostensibly takes
the power out of the hands of the people, and’ vests it in those of the’ trustees, yetin
reality it remains with the. people as much as ever, and i as much exercised as if a formal :
vote were taken Whether the school be’ “free’ ‘or not. Lastly, because such 8 power ‘
conferred would in many ‘instances h&ve the, effect, of causmg disserision and & Want of
necessarv hs,rmonv +o ‘exist among ‘the tmstee- themselves 'from the eontmry opxmon ‘

s
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which each would hold on the subject. The strong feelmo found prevalhug smong tha
inhabitants of every school section on this vitally important question would necessardy be
br ou(rht to bear on the views of the trustees themselves, and of course unummlty
in the board would scldom be  found to exist, each member partaking of and
being controlled by, the feclings and opinions of his respective supporters. For
all these reasons I am in ﬁwor of vesting the power to establish free schools in the
hands of townshlp or county mumclpal councils : and I hope the Chief Superintendent, in
his judgment and practical experience, will see the necessity of recommending such a
course to the favorable consideration of the legislature. Of the two, I think it would be
better to place them under the control of township municipalities. If the power were given
to the county council only, that body might by a small majority carry a vote against the
establishment of frce schools in overy township in their county, however anxious several
townships might be to obtain a contrary decision; so that it would be unjust that the
mmomty be deprwed of the liberty of imposing a voluntary burthen on themselves because‘
their views did not meet the wishes of the whole. Besides, each township council is the
best judge of the opinions of its constituents on the subject, and of course is the proper
tribunal by which such matters ought to be decided. Either of them, however, would be
found to work better and to cause more unanimity in school matters than if the question
be left to the decision of trustees, and I therefore hope the legislature will be induced to
make free schools a very important part of the deliberations of every township mumclpa.hty '
XL. Couxnry oF LAMBTON. b
108. William Risk, Esq., Brooke: * The majority here are in favor of free schools,
but as the greater part of the township is owned by absentees and, of course, the taxes upon
their property not being immediately available, as well as on account of the thinness of the
population, small pr ogress has as yet been made. Butb it is every year unproving, and I
dare venture to say that inno part of the Province are people more anxious to send to
school whenever they cmn do so. Asa proof I will only refer you to the report of. one
section where the average attendance is twenty-three out of only thmty resident in- the
section.” - \ ‘.

107. Charles Searlett, Esq., Dawn: “I cannot refrain from expressing my regret'thaﬁ
my report does not present the schools under my supermtendencc in a betler condition.
‘On the whole, however, there is a manifest 1mprovement in their character since last year .
My report shews that all the schools of this township have been supported by property

~ taxation during the year 1852, the result of which is they have been kept open an avemge‘
of two months longer than in any former year with a considerably increased average: “
attendance of pupils. But T am sorry to say that notw1thstand1ng the evident adva,nce
made in favor of the free school system, one of the schools has again returned to the. old"

. system—a reaction, atiributable in part to the great dlﬁiculty of crossing the river Syden
ham, which intersects said section, and in part to the ignorance ‘and selfishness of a few\-
persons who do mnot duly appreciate the immediate benefit of - the small pxttance whwh‘
they are called upon to contribute towards the support of common school educutloq. It
is a lamentable fact, also, that there are individuals in this as well as other townships 'w
do not avail themselves of the privileges of a common school although they cost"tli‘w,
comparatively nothing. I have often remarked that it is generally the ignorant or il ep}tgfi )
who are opposed to the free school system and debar their children from their res) 7o,
schools. Brought up in 1gnomnce and superstition fhemaelves, thev ne\ther see no
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the real utility of education. And how can we expect individuals such as these to support
‘s system of frce schools when. they will not avail themselves of its privileges?
" I have long since come to the conclusion that nothing short -of a ¢legislative enactment’
will ever be effectual in the establishment of a free school system. Iam gratified to know
that you have been instrumental in'supplying the Journal of Education gratmtously to
avery school corporation as well as local superintendent of schools in Canada’ West.
This arrangement will no doubt greatly facilitate the workings of the School  Act, as' all
necessary information and explanation relative thereto ‘are; from time to time, contained
in that invaluable periodieal. I have much pleasure in stating that the mumclpahty of
the township of Dawn purposcs raising the sum of £50 towards the establishment of a
township library, which will doubtless be a great auxiliary in the promotion of education
throughout' the township, In conclusion permit me to add that you are duly entitled to
the gratitude and guod wishes of this Province for your liberal and judicious exertions in
the promotion of the cause of education. I trust you will have the pleasure of seeing
your unweaned exertions crowned with more, tha,n ordinary success.’

108. Jmnes LRattray, Ksq., Sombra: “I am sorry that there were so few of the
sections in operation during the past year; but I think that during the present jear thers -
will be a considerable 1mprovement in this respect, as the trustees of most of the sections
have either engaged or are préparing to engage teachers, and I am in hopes to see them in .
successful activity. I have no doubt alsosbut that the Journal of Education wxll be ‘of
great advantage to the trustees on account of the valuable information it contains ; and
such of the trustees as 1 have conversed w1th on the subject seem fully sensible of your
considerate kindness in sending it.

. XIL Counry oF Essex.

109. James King, Esq., Gogfield : “The schools in this township dre in 'a very
smtlsiactory state, much interést is taken by those persons in the township whose influénce
is important in the prosperlty of our common schools, and T have reason to belicve’ ‘that
the prospect for the future is decidedly favourable.” ‘

110. Jokn Murray; Esg, Maidstone : I am happy to inform you that, all the sehool
sections in this township have adopted free schools for 1853 and that, %00, almost without
opposition¥® ‘We have been well supplied with guod tea,chers dumng the past year, who, I
am happy to find, will continue this year also. T have tried to impress ‘on ‘the trustoss

the important necessity for- more school -apparatus, and am induced to believe that we
shall be additionally furnished this yesr in consequence. - ‘An -increasing mtemt ‘appears’
among us for the promotion of education, to the incalculable benefitiof the rising, generetion,
and to the honor of the government which has so lavishly assisted,in the noble enterprize,
May the Almighty crown your noble exertions in the ca,use,to the full extent of.yo\u-
wishes.”” ‘

111. The Reverend Robert Peden, Malden: « Tt will be seeﬁ from myre‘pb’rb ﬂilt'
there have been only three schools in opemtxon in the townslup (excluswe of the"tb&h) ‘
during the past year. T have, however, every reason to' consldei' ‘that the sob_]ect of e
tion is assuming a gréat importance in this locality. Trustées are ’begmniﬁé’ to ﬁn‘&eﬁtﬁi& ‘
a little more their powers and duties, and I conﬁdent‘ly hiops* that in u’few yehﬂ fhe W" ‘
of educatmu w111 have ma,de very grea.b progress : ‘
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112. Jonathan Wigfield, Esq., Mersea: “T regret to say that school affairs in some
of the sections under my charge are not in a very satisfactory state. . Much misunder- .
standing and party fecling, between the trustees and the people, exist, which militate
strongly against the advancement of the educational interests of those sections. Two of
the schools which last year were free have gone back to the old system this year. The
state of education however in this townshlp, notwithstanding all 1mped1ments and dis..
couragements, is, on the whole improving. In some of the schools during the year I have'
witnessed a decided improvement ; a better supply of national books has heen provided,
and greater facilities placed before the children for acquiring knowledge. - Some attention
has also been paid to the improvement of school-houses, and a desme is increased for a
more efficient elass of ieachers. It would be an unspeakable blessing to the rising generation,
acommon, general, Doon, and apreventive of much of what is unpleasant and disagreeable at
school section meebings, were all our schools constituted free by legislative enactment. In
conclusion, sir, I thank you in behalf of the several school sections and bodies of trustees in
this township, for the liberal manner in which you have furnished cach school section with
the annual report for 1851, a school register, and the Journal of Education for the current
year. May the objects which you have in view in this liberal provision be fully accomplished,
and your life be long sparcd to fill the honorable and useful position you now occupy.”

113 Joseph A. Vervais, Hsq., M.D., Rochester : “ It affords me much pleasure to
inform you that the common schools have greatly improved during the past year. In
Rochester and West Tilbury they are generally well attended ; although the inhabitants
of those townships are widely scattercd, many of them only just commencing to clear the
bush, and it heing alike very difficult to find good teachers and to pay such as are employed.
Notwithstanding, with the exception of one section, they have all adopted the free school
system. Inregard to the township of Sandwich, I hope you will be highly satisfied in
looking over the report to find that eight schools out of thirteen have been last year (1852)
supphed with maps-and school apparatus. The amount required for this was raised by
voluntary subscription in almost all of them, The inhabitants of this township have so-
much appreciated the {ree school system that, out of fourteen schools, only three are not
free. T expect that this yoar every one will be free. I am confident that the time is not
far distant when every school in Canada will be free; that system is one of the most’
charitable and Christian school systems that have ever yet existed. ' It shows a trie
patriotism, a true freedom, in giving the poor access to educational privilegesgs well as
the rich, and leading every member of our community in the path of virtue. But'as the
peace and prosperity of Canada depend on the intellectual, moral and religious improve-
‘ment of the people; and as these cannot be well trained without a free educabion;
thercfore the government (protector of all) should pass a compulsary law to that effect-—
otherwise the friends of general education will have more or less trouble with the schools.
I take the present opportunity to thank you for the annual report for Upper Canada, a3

also for the Jowrnal of Education. Al the copies for trustees have been fzuthfully
~ distributed among them, That Journal will do much good, not only to the trustees. but.
to the people in general ; because, as soon as the trustees have read it, it is given
circulated through the neighbourhood. I am also charged by the trustees to infor :
that they feel. grateful to you and the government for the free publication of the aid,
warnal m'unly effected through your exertions.”
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‘ XLII Ciry or Toroxro. ‘ ‘

 114. J. B. Boyle, Esq., : “There have been. in operation during the year 1852,
within the city limits, under the control of the board fourteen schools; in addition
to these were three Roman Catholic separate schools, one male and two female.  The total
number of children, who have received instruction in thesc schools during the past year, is
three thousand eight hundred and twenty-one—hboys one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
two, girls nineteen hundred and sixty-nine. The average attendance for the same period was
fitteen hundred and fifty-six—boys, seven hundred and sixty-eight, girls seven mdred and
cighty-eight. The corresponding numbers for theyear1851 were three thousand and ninety-six
and one thousand threc hundred and seventy-five ; giving an incease ih the former of seven
hundred and twenty-five pupils,and in the lattor of onc hundred and eighty-one. ‘We havein
our city schools in round numbers, no less than six hundved pupils, who have been for the
- last year migrabing from school to school, or attending just as it suited their convenience

- or caprice.  These migratory habits on the part of the school-going population, have been . -
productive of serious disadvantages to the educational interests of the community, and .
of annoyance and discouragement to the teachers. 'We may indulge the hope, however,
that these evils will be remedied by the regulations, adopted by the board during the past
year, and now in operation throughout the city schools, in one of which it is provided,that
the wricten consent of the local directors of the ward, and the certificate of the’teachgar of
that school which the pupil desires to leave, are necessary for his transfer to another. ‘
This consent of course will never be withheld, when the parent can assign any just or
rational cause, or even when he expresses a strong desire, for the transfer of his child ; but
the very fact of such consent being necesssary, will act as a salutory check upon that
inordinate desire of change which has hitherto hut too much characterized the parties most
interested in the common school education of this city, Lt was fully expected the new
school-houses would have bgen ready for the reception of pupils as the beginning of the
present year, bub this event has been unavoidably postponed. Some individuals complain
of the great outlay incurred by the erection of these commodious and beautiful buildings;
but it is an casy matber to show how little cause for such complaints exists in reference to
this subject. The aggregate expense of the erection of these three buildings amounts to ‘
£2159 16s. 11d., and the cost of the sites, exclusive of interest, was £12811.8s. 4d. Now,
the interest on these two sums, computed at six per cent per annum, amounts to
£206 9s. 914, o few shillings less than the annual aggregate rents of the present school-
houses. And even should the whole of the net proceeds of the £83,500 of debentures issued
by the corporation be required for the erection and furnishing of these houses, still the
interest on this sum, and the cost of sites, at the same rate per'cent. as before, will only
amount to'£267 12s. 8d. per annum, and this increased annual expenditure of £60 will
be repaid to the citizens of Toronto manifoldly by the rapidly increasing value:of the
property, the superior accommodations provided for their children, the more efficient
system of tuition that may be introduced through the medium of a judicious classification
of pupils, and a proper division of labour on the part of the teachers ; besides, the sanatory
influences of large, lofty, comfortable and well ventilated apartments, will be most beneficial,’
a3 compared with our present low, crowded rooms, possessing eithier. no means of ventilation
or very defective ones, with scarcely any apparatus to assist the teacher in his illustrations;
to-arrest the attention of the child, or develop' the intellect and conduce to the ‘promotion .
of studious habits :—nothing beautiful to refine the taste and. improve the ‘hearts'of our
youth; but, on the contrary, their physical constitutions ate likely to' be ‘impiired by

inhaling, for three hours:at a stretch,. an atmosphere 'impregnated: with - gﬁsés;-‘lq'éﬁdgi“egl B
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deleterious by the number of persons confined in a space too limited for their accommoda.
tion. Any person going from the pure air into one of these close and overcrowded rooms
will conclude that teachers and pupils alike must suffer both mental and physical debility,
and under such circumstances as these, we counot hope for successful teaching. Tence it ‘
appears how necessary these school-rooms, with their improved aids to study, are to the
successful working of any system that may be adopted for general education. Some evil
forebodings respecting the bad effects of the introduction of the free system on the morals
and respectability of our schools were freely expressed during the year 1851 and beginning
of 1852; but the experiment so'far has shewn that these fears were groundless and
‘illusory—for whilst great numbers of children of the poorer classes, who had not attended
school regularly prior to the throwing them open t0.all, have been admitted, yet in'no
instance that has come under my observation, have the more advanced and respectable
pupils left the shools on this account ; on the contrary, the character of these institutions
will compare very favorably now, with that which they presented at any former period .of
their history, free or otherwise, so far as respects the clean and respectable appearance of
the children, the numbers in the advanced classes, the comprehensiveness of the curriculum
adopted in the various schools, and the general good conduet of the pupils attending them.
Indeed, there are no schools of a similar class, that T have seen, over which a more strict;
unceasing supervision, is maintained by the teachers in regard to the morals of the -
children and their personal cleanliness, than is now over the public ‘'schools of this eity.
Here I would remark that the decrease iu. the classes from 1850 to 1851, must
not be taken altogether as indicative of the pupils having left. school, but rather,
that the teacher, owing to the crowds who pressed inbo his school, was obliged 'to
contract his course of instruction, to mect this additional draft upon his fame; whilst
4he remarkable advancement m almost every branch as shown in the report for
1852, is principally attributable to the steps taken by the Board, at the beginn-
ing of the year,in furnishing those .schools, which: ‘were most numerously attended,
with additional teachers. Thus, the report of 1852 shows an increase of 1350, in the
number registered, of 1355—55 per cent, it also shows an increase in the average attend-
ance of 497—47 per cent; so that the increase on the average bears a pretty fair ratio to-
the aggregate increase of 1852 as compared with 1850, Again, the ratio of the average
to the aggregate attendance in 1850 is 1: 2 42, and the ratio between these
figures for 1852, isl: 2. 45, a very small difference indeed in favour of the free
system over the present, in relation to regularity of attendauce. Therefore an increase of
55 per cent on the aggregate, and 47 per cent on the average attendance of 1852 and 1850; .
whilst the literary character of the schools has not been deteriorated, but rather improved,
forms a very strong argument in favor of free schools. Indeed the beneficial effects of the:
system, so far as the experiment has been tried, are sufficient to demonstrate its superiority:-
over the old system of collecting fees from the childrén. From all the information I have
been able to obtain through my own observations and enquiries, We may expect our ney.
schools to be patronized by the wealthy and  respectable classes of the community to an
extent, that will more than realize the expectations of its most sanguine advocates and'
supporters; and my own experience and opinions on this subject, have been corroborated
to the letter, by those of the more intelligent of our teachers, as expressed in answer 014,
series of questions, submitted to them at the end of the year with the blank reports, and-.
accompanied with a request, that they would furnish replies as full and correctas possib
'But another argument in favour ot extending the blessings of ‘free education among'u

' '

way. bé,degitgd from the fact, that decontralization of political power, and extension: of:t,
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elective franchise are becoming popular: yet these can only be productive of happiness
and prosperity to a people, when this people ave prepared by education and intelligence,
to appreciate the advantages of self-government, and to contribute the talent and integ-
rity necessary to its practical application. Besides, when these powers are extensively
bestowed upon a people, it becomes a question of sell-interest, self-defence with. the weal-
thy and intelligent portion of the community, that education and the elective franchise
. be co-cxtensive among them. And this course of reasoning may in part account for the
fact, that the mew system is gradually recommending itself to all classes of our fellow-
citizens. I is true indeed, we lately witnessed a crusmle preached against 1t——and indig-
nation meetings convened for the purpose of stmnrrlmg it in ity bnth, but the opposition
it thus encountered, no matter from what source or in what motive originating, has, to'a
gwab extent, subsided; and the system, even with the present imperfect apparatus, is
guining proselytes day by day from the ranks.of the opposition—from the wealthy and
influential, who, on the advent of the system, were conscxenmously opposed to its adoption.

I thercfore think when our new and improved machinery shall have been put in motion,
the opponents of the prmcxple will be reduced to those, who have never put themselves to
the trouble of examining either the schools or the question at issue, beyond that part of
the apparatus which appears on the collector’s roll, and headed ‘school tax.’ If there-
fore the principle be sound, that a good education should be provided for the whole nation
ab the national expense, there appears no other than the ‘free school system,” by which
this principle can be successfully carried into practice. And, if the Legislature pursue
inviolate the integrity of the present system, we may confidently anticipate, as its legiti- -
mate results, that in the course of a few years, a thorough English education, commensu- .
rate with the wants and wishes of a rapidly advancing people, will be brought, within the
reach of the humblest citizen—diffused throughout the length and breadth of the land,
and made as free as the air we breathe, or the light of heaven.” ‘

XLIIT. Ciry or KiwesroN. ‘ o
115. B. 8. Henderson, Bsg.,: “ Of the whole number attending the Schools there
were 609 boys, aud 506 girls, being a decrease of thirty-nine boys and fifty-three girls as
compared. with that of last year. Al’ohough the whole number on the roll exhibits this
large decrease, yet the average number in attendance nearly equals it, and only falls short
of it by 9 in summer, and ten in winter. The reports state the average number in atten-
dance at 688, of whom 391 are boys, and 287 are girls; which number if equaliy divided
‘amongst the ten schools, would give to each a fraction over 67. Under all the circum-
stances of discouragement—ill ventilated school-rooms———poorly furnished with any of the
requisites for successful study—reduction in the number of opposmon schools—it i3
fmtlfymg to know that the pubhc have undiminished confidence in the schools,
and in the system by which they are conducted' and supported The winter-
attendance 'is invariably less: than the summer attendance. In the 'winter of this
year there were 354 hoys and 260 girls. ' Here the question naturally arises—are the
schools in opemtlon together Wlth the private schools, sufficient to educate all
the children in the c1ty? In 1850 I made exerbions to obtain such. ‘statisties ag
would enable me to state, without fear of succesgful contrachctlon, what number of ehild-
ren were obtaining more or less of ‘an education. The conclusion I arrived at, aftex eare-'
ful and elaborate mquu'v, was, that as many as were in daily, attendance at the common. ‘
schools; were growing up in ignorance of even a knowledge of readmg tbls, $o0, upon. the»”
assumption that there were two- thousand six hundred and sxxty-elght chﬂdmen of: schoo‘s ‘
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age in the city. If, however, we assume the returns compiled by the census commission:
.ers to be correct, we have the large number of three thousand three hundred and thirteen
children between the age of five and sixteen years, which would materially increase the
number of the uncducated. The conviction follows that the means of education are not
commensurate with the wants of our population. In my former reports I have had ocea-
sion to speak of the peculiar excellence of the mational reading hooks compﬂed for the
use of the young. 'With the use of these books the classxﬁcauon of pupils is rendered
easy and complete, and the perplexity and hindrance to the advancement and progress of
the scholars are no longer experienced. The comprehensive nature of these works—the
progressive principle upon w hich they are constructed, the range of subjects which' they
embrace, and the variety of useful and entertaining information which they countain, at
once place them i the highest rank of school books in the English language. Probably
there is no branch in wah the pupils atbending our schools are more deficient than in the
art of good reading. This arises nob so much from incapacity on the part of the teach.
ers as ﬁ rom mqttentmn, and o want of full appreciation of the greas importance of teach-
ing children to read in their own tongue, fluently and correctly ; other branches of study
are too frequently allowed to encroach upon and diminish the time allotted to this. The
essential characteristics of a good reader are a just enunciation of sounds as well as words;
o carefal regard to distinctness of pronunciation, and a proper fulness and modulation of
voice. A clcur and correct enuuciation is of the highest importance. Criticism in ortho--
epy, accent, emphasis, cadence, and punctuation should be combined and constitute a part
of the act of reading. A great defect that I have observed and endeavored to remedy, is,
that of children reading what they cvidently do not understand, and hence the habit of -
what is called school reading. Children naturally speak corvectly—their language is sim-
ple—they use only words of which they comprehend the full meaning—~Lheir pauses, tones,
inflections of the voice could not be amended or rendered more strictly in accordance with the
prineiples of elocution. A lititle reflection on this fact, a little attention, and a little judi-
clous watchfulness, cave and discrimination will remedy the evil complained of. On areview
of the attendance and the instruction imparted, the comparisonis in favor of the present
year ; the average duily attendance in each school exhibiting an increase, and the decrease
in the number in each branch of study being less than the statistics of one of the sup-
pressed schools would show. It will be scen that more than one half of the children
attending the schools are learning to write. In this writing, however, there is an entite
absence of uniformity—each teacher having a method of his own, and a total want of sys-
tem. Writing is a species of drawing, and requires taste and skill in the teacher in order
to the proper acquisition of it by the pupil. The rules of writing are so well defined and
as capable of being understood as the rules of any science or art, yet the principles are so.
easily understood, and the elements so few, that a child of the smallest capacity can be
taught to understand and apply them, Rcduce writing, then, to a system—let childreri be
treated in the acqmmtmn of this important branch of knowledge less as machines and -
more as rveasoning and reflective beings, and the work is accomphshed Mulhauser's
method of teaching writing is admitted to be the best ever devised. In this system the.
" elementary parts are reduced to four, and these are taught in the natural order of their
simplieity, after which they are combined,into letters, fmd letters into words. The names
of the elements are few and ensily remembered ; the rules are reduced from formulas in
arithmetic ; and the style is at once easy of execution and legible. Drawing should: e
taught simultaneously with writing, and for this there is no nced of drawing paper—— W
slate and pencil are all that are reqmsxte Tow mnch of the time of the chlld 13 mowy,

-
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wasted in school, that might otherwise be improved. Twice a day called up to say A, B,
0, and the rest of the time spent in listless inactivity and stupor, if order is maintained in
the school. Five hours of each day unemployed, the school-room becomes a prison from
which he gla,clly escapes, and to which he unwillingly returns. He dare not speak while in
“school, this is a violation of order, and must be punished with a slap on the hand or being
pubin the corner; he dare not ask a question, because he is too young to understand. .
His little active mind, playing in his healthy body, looking for and intensely desiring know-
ledge, is curbed, depressed, broken, under the discipline of the prescnt system, if system
it can be ealled, where not a single faculty of the mind is occupied except that of imita-
ting sounds, for the first six or twelve months of his school expericnce. Thenumber stu-
dying English grammar last year was one hundred and sixty-three, being a slight decrease as
compm'ed to the returns of 1851. A knowledge of English grammar is mtroducmry to com-
position. T differ with those who think tha.b children ought to be taught reading, writing,
and arithmetic, before they enter upon the study of grammar. Children can be, and have
been, successfully taught the elements of it when learning to read; this method would
invest o reading lesson with great interest—at once being the productive of thought, and
bringing into life the reasoning faculties. The fondness of children for study, and the
rapldxﬁy of their mental acquisitions, depenq much upon the manner in which they are first
instructed. The object of English grammar is to teach children to speak and write their
native language with propriety; hence. elegance, ease, distinctness and force should
characterize their every-day phrascology, and as their speech becomes more copious, they
should be led to ‘recognize those slight shades of distinction which are almost synonymous,
to discriminate between the literal and figurative, and to, frame sentences in which the.
main idea shall be, brought out conspicuously and prominently, while all subordinate
~—mere matbters of circumstance or qualification—shall oceupy humbler or more retired’
positions,”  The inductive manmer of teaching grammar would save the expense of
purchasing books in the early stages of study, relieve the children from dry and irksome
tasks, and prepare the way for their entry, with pleasure, afterwards upon the philosophy
. and the refinements of the Enghsh language. Black boards are used in all the male
schools, and the numerical frame in some. The teachers aim at a classification of their
pupils in this as in other branches of study. It is, however, a work of no little difficulty,
owing to a want of uniformity of books. Oral instructions accompany the recitations ;
© and if aprinciple is to be demonstrated, or n operation explained, it is done by the teacher
on the black board, so that the knowledge of it may enter the eye as well as the ear, in °
order to be conveyed to the understanding. A knowledge of arithmetic enters into so
many of the common operations of life, that it is justly considered an essential part of a
common school education. As a means of mental discipline, it is of great value. Innothing
is the dependance of one step upon another so complete as in the science of numbers, 1
have endeavored to i impress upon the teachers the necessity of frequent interviews, in order
‘that the principle may be inde]ibly fixed in the mind, and the importance of demonstrating
each lesson by illustrations, in order that the pup]l may thoroughly comprehend it, and
thus, in his early acquisitions of knowledge, acquire a love for the study of arithmetic, by
seemg and understanding its beauty. and great utiltiy. If this be neglected, the pupil is
in great’ danger of leaving behind him much that he does not distinctly understand, and
hence his progress will be difficult and the result of his labors uncertain, It will be seen
by the return that 138 have been studying geography. 'This is an increase of 12 over the
number reported in- 1851, The introduction of a supply of’ geographleﬂ a8 text-books, and..
two sets of Holbrook’s school apparatus, has resulted ‘in mcrea,sed attention to this' most“
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interesting and useful branch of an English education. The only requisites now wanting
are outline maps. The inductive method of teaching geograply, I belicve, is admitted to
Do the best.  The pupil’s attention is first turned to the peculiar features of his own:
country—its mountains and plains, hills and valleys—ibs waters, lakes, and rivers
—its climate, soil, productions, &c., then to mathematieal geography, embracing the position
of the earth, its form, magnitude, motions, and velocities, lines and divisions, and the
phenomena upon which the theory of the solar system is founded. By this method o
knowledge of geography is acquired naurally, without clogging and confusing the memory,
or wearying the attenulon In this study, the pupils of our school are matermlly assisted
by the planetarium and tellurium—two little instruments in Holbrook’s apparatus—iwith
the use of which the study of mathematical fveorrraphy 1s rendered comparalively casy. If.
the teacher understand drawing, and will put that art in practice when a class is réciting
geography, he will have no diﬂiculty in obtaining the most profound attention, not only of
the class, bub of the whole school, and in a little time, to his great surprise, he will find
that the smallest children, without effort and without being t'lught have learned something
of geography. The impressions made on the mind throucrh the cye are more distinct and
vivid than those made through the sense of hedmnn Te’lchma by visiblé illustration is
strictly in accordance w 1(,h the established prmclpleg of 1ntellectual philosophy. The
schools have been in constant and aclive operation during the whole year, with the sole
exception of - one school. Of the teachers now omployed five hold first-class
certificates, and the others second-class cerbificates. A teacher’s certificate is
justly considered a good criterion of his education. It does not always follow,
however, that a teacher holding a sceond-class certificate is unacquainted with any of the
additional branches in which he is required to pass a satisfactory examination in order to
obtain a first-class certificate. The board of public instruction have frequently had to
refuse teachers first-class certificates merely from a failure in an examination of the
one branch in the programme. My opinion has frequently been asked as to the value of
the scrvices of female teachers. I have mo hesitation to speak as to the value or the
importance of providing competent female teachers to educate their own sex.
My instructions from the trustees have always been to separate, as far as practicable, the
female children from the males, and to place them under the control, guidance,
and instruction of female teachers. In connection with my dubies as a member of
the board of public instruction, I have frequently witnessed a high order of intellect in
female teacher s, some, whose names I could menuon, remarkable for the strength and scope
of their concepmons of the mathematics, and for a philosophical know ledge of the subtle.
ties in the science of language. But, apart from the consideration of superior intellect
and extensive information, educated fomales have a particular power over the young of
their own. sex, in ‘mounlding their characters, in softcmng, refining, and polishing the yoing
mind, The moral-training of young children is fully as important as the intellectual;”
without which they will grow up in a rude and semi-barbarous state, unrefined, and ex-
hibiting none of the lovely traits of female excellence. I am happy to say that the 'con-
duct of the children attending the schools meets my warmest commendations. No acts of
insubordination or misconduct, nor any thing deserving of public reproof, have been' pre-
“sented to my notice. No complaints have becn made to me by parents or guardians, of
undue severity in school discipline. The number of visits to the schools made by the
members of your board is 107 against 60 made in 1851. Thesc visits have tended materis
ally to strengthen the authority of the teacher, and encourage him in his" daily labors.
The number of visits made by me to the schools is 287 T cannot expect under am”'cu% ‘
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cumstances, to be able to add to this number in any succeeding year. I feel that 1 haya.
attained the maximum. I have endeavored, from a principle of hanor as well as duty, to.
hend my energies to the fulﬁlment of the duties assigned to me—to know from. person&l
and almost daily inspection of the schools, the character and conduct of the pupils, and
their 'proﬁr,iency in their studies, as well as the character, capability and' deportment of
the teachers—the degree of attention and devotion to their labors manifested by them—
and by contrasting the methods of teaching with the different degree of success, to ascer.:
tain in what one is deficient and another excellent—and finally by studying and practising
the graces of social intercourse, and by the strong force of public example, to insensibly
lead the children to practise and adopt the courtesies of life. To maintain the authority-
of the teacher, to impress upon the children a hlgh respect for the teacher, to make them
feel by my own bearing, that he is supreme in his own school—have been my constant
aim—for to weaken his power would at once produce confusion, insubordination and con-
tempt for his office and authority. The teachers, whether owing to the visitation of our
board, and my own, or to an inherent sense of duty possessed by themselves, have been
most diligent and faithful in their respective schools. As the servants of the. board,
" selected among many, it is due to them, that I should not pass them. by in silence. I
know it is not usual to enlogize the services of teachers—their labors are too humble, and
in too confined & sphere to merit much of the world’s regard, much less its gratitude.
They are employed to-day, dismissed to-morrow, and forgotten the next day. In this the
world is wrang. The most important interests—the most valuable part of a child’s time:
is committed to the teacher. Six hours each day during the whole young life, heis stampr
ing, moulding, bendmg, the pliant mind of the young. He takes indigence and obscurity
to his heart for life, in order to become the servants of all, ¢that he may train the lowli-
est children in a sense of nature-—in the love of God and of virtue.’ For time spent,
energies wasted, health destroyed, in the culture of the young mind, in.the moulding of
the young heart, in leading and giving power to the incipient faculties that are destined
hereafter o assume the power and control, and give character to society, value received.
either in personal consideration or pecuniary reward, is seldom or never written, down(by\
them. In connection with the labors of the teachers, school visitations by -the. persons:
suthorized by law would be pleasmg to:the,teacher and proﬁbable %o the pupils., Veryfew:
of the. clergy visit our schools. 'Why is this? I am sure none would be more’ welcome:
than the ministers of our common religion, to whom,we, with one common consent, loolt:
for spiribual knowledge, and. whose. education peculiarly fit.them for guiding and controll-
ing the thoughts and inclinations, and passions of the young. If their visits only tended
to excite. interest among the pavents:of the children, . what a valuable auxﬂxary would they:
become in, the important work of public instruction. I.regret to. have:again to' comment/
~upon the. unsmtableness of most,of the buildings used as school-houses; for the:| purposesa
of mstruct;on In a visit made to Belleville last year, I was both surprised and- dehghted
at their pubhc schools, although humbled .at. the contrast ‘between .their elegant: briek:
buildings, furnished with all the requisites for extendmc study, and our own school houses,
whose cheerless aspect is only equalled by the broken, dingy, discolored walls Wlthm,
furnished with. little else than antiquated and roughly made benchies and desks.” Around
the whxte walls of the former, visible.to .every eye, were hung obJect lessens, maps'and’
drawmcs of . phﬂosophmal instruments, which were constantly used im - illustrating; the'
reading, nd obher-lessons, .. I, was-pg,rblcu.lp.rly struck withithe/ cheerful and mtelhggnw
comtegg,um thpt mqt#mqtap gvom turp,“@egd the pleaaed. and ammutad expnsmm ohvew
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the smallest children, so different from that I have been daily accustomed to see. No'
complaints are there made of a punctual attendance— 9 o’clock sees every child in hig’
place—his eye sparkling w ith delight, and countenance radiant with happiness. Here too'
I observe the childrenof the rich and poorin the same school, in the same classes, vieing with"
each other for intellectual supremacy—naymingling in the same plays during the intervals of
relaxation from study. ~Comment is superfluous. The fact itself speaks volumes, and Ppleads
powerfully and eloquently for the children of our community. - Why in the annals of crime
have the vicious and abandoned been poor and uneducated ? Society has drawn broad distinc-.
tions between them and the rich. No community of feeling—no oneness of interest—no-
unity of sentiment has existed between the different grades of society.  Isolated from
each other, each pursued his own inclinations without check or control from the other:
As the one became intelligent, powerful and wealthy, the other became ighorant, vicious
and criminal. Education is to be the lever, that will not only show the deformity of vice,
but that will elevate the social state of the. poor—assimilating them in habits, thoughts
and feelings to the rich and educated—giving them the same intellectual t