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B 1 s Tao

An Act to provide for the building of Court Houses
and Gaols in the Judiciary Circuits of Lower
Canada.

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide for the con- pamise,
2 struction of Court Houses and Gaols in the Judi-
ciary Circuits of Lower Canada :—Be it enacted, &c.

4 And it is hereby enacted, That in each of the Judiciary coun Houses

Circuits of Lower Canada mentioned in the Act of the Par- aud Goals
6 liament of this Province, passed in the twelfth year of f::{ctpdci‘i:_

Her Majesty’s Reign, and intituled, « An Act to_amend Iodicary e
the Laws relative 1o the Courts of original Civil Jurisdic lshed under
tion in Lower Canada,” and in any other judiciary Circuit 13 Vi e

10 which may hereafter be established in Lower Canada,
there may be constructed in the manner hereinafter pres-

12 cribed, a Court House and a Gaol together, or a Court
House only, or a Gaol only.

14 II. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Govemor may
Governor, from time to time to authorise and require any Jeduire Regis-
16 Registrar for the time being, whose Registry Office "is or mestings.
shall be within the limits of any such Circuit, by a letter
18 signed by the Provincial Secretary, or his Assistant, to
call, for the purposes of this Act, and in the manner herein-
20 after ‘mentioned, a public meeting cf  the inhabitants
residing within the limits ofsuch Circuit, of the age of at
22least twenty-one years, and being landed proprietors
within the said limits : provided always, that if there shalt
4 be two or more Registrars within the timits of sach Circuit,
then that one of the said Registrars, to whom the letter
6 from the Provincial Secrefary, or his Assistant shall be
addressed, shall be the sole Registrar authorised and
28 required to act as such, for the purposes of this Act,

III. And be it enacted, That within a reasonable delay Registear to
30 after having received the letter aforesaid, it shall be the ﬁle':u?,?g} of
duty of the said Registrar to issue notice under his hand, electing syn.
32 calling upon the above mentioned propriefors respectively, %o
residing in each Parish or Township in such Circuit, to
34 meet respectively in such Parish or Township, at the time

and place mentioned in such notice, for the purpese of



2

electing three Syndics to be chosen from among the said
proprietors residing in such Parish or Township ; which %
Syndies, with the Syndics of the other localities of the said
Circuit, shall perform the duties imposed on those Officers 4
by this Act; which said notice, the said Registrar shall cause
to be published and posted up in the French and English 6
languages, at the door of at least one church or chapel, or
other place of worship, if any there be, and at least one 8
other public place in each such locality ; -of which
publication and posting up, the said Registrar shall keep 10
the certificate which shall be delivered to him thereof,
attested on oath, by the person who shall have published 12
and posted up the said notice ; and which said notice, the
said Registrar may insert in the English and French 14
Proviso. languages in two newspapers: Provided always, that there
shall be an interval of at least fifteen days between each 16
such Parish or Township meeting and the day on which_
such notice shall have been published and posted up in the 18
said locality. ‘

Regirar to IV. And be itenacted, That at each such meeting, the 20

prside st said Registrar shall preside as Chairman, or in his absence

pointateputy. any person deputed by him to that effect (which the said 22
Registrar is hereby authorised to do by a letter under his
hand addressed to such person): the Chairman shall 24
draw up a procés-verbal of the proceedings of the meeting -
and of: the election of the Syndics ; and when such meeting 26
shall have been presided over by a Deputy, such Deputy is
hereby required to transmit within eight days, his procés-
verbal to the said Registrar, after having annexed thereto
the letter deputing him as aforesaid, certifying . it as being

Provisa. that addressed to him by the said Registrar : Provided -
always, that every person so appointed as Deputy shall be
bound to act as such and in case of refusal or negligence
so to do, shall incur a penalty of £ currency.

If the irst, V. And be it enacted, That if in any of the aforesaid 3¢
ﬁ’,‘-’;‘,‘l’ggp{:‘c': . localities, the meeting shall not take place at the time
second may bo  prescribed in the notice aforesaid, or if such meeting shall 38
calted. have taken place, and no election of Syndics shall have
been had thereat, it shall be the duty of the said Registrar 40
to call in the manner above mentioned, for the purpose of
electing three Syndics, another meeting of the said pro-42
prietors residing in the said locality, which second meeting
may be held and presided over asthe first one ought to or 46
" might have been ; and a procés-verbal thereof shall be
drawn up (and transmitted if the case allows) as above 48
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required with respect to the first meeting, and with the
2 same formalities.

VI. And be it enacted, That if the second meeting shall
4 not take place, or if it shall take place and no election of
Syndics be had thereat, it shall then be lawful for the said
6 Registrar to appoint three Syndics whom he shall choose
from among the proprietors residing in the locality in
8 which such election of Syndics shall not have taken place ;
which ‘appointment shall be made by a letfer written in
10 duplicate and signed by the said Registrar ; ope duplicate
shall be served upon each of the said Syndics in person or
12 his domicile, and on the other shall’ be inscribed the
return of the service of the said letter by the person who
14 shall have served it, which return attested on oath, shall
be deposited in the hands of the said Registrar, and remain
16 of record in his office ; and the Syndics so appointed by
the.Registrar shall have the same power and perform the
18 saie duties as the Syndics who ought to have been elected :
Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the Registrar
20 from time to time to remove the Syndics so named by him,
or any of them, and to appoint others in their place in
22 manner above mentioned-; which removal shall -be by a
letter from the said Registrar, written, signed, served, and
24 returned to him in the same manner as the letter of appoint-
ment:.

26 VII. And be it enacted, That if at any of the. meetings
aforesaid, whether it be the first or the second, in any of
28 the said localities, only one or two Syndics shall be elected,
every. such meeting and election shall to all intents and
30 purposes be respectively considered as not having - taken
place ; and in such case it shall be lawful for the Registrar
32 to appoint Syndics as aforesaid in such locality.

VIII.. And be it enacted, That in every such meeting as

34 aforesaid, no election of Syndics shall be proceeded with,
unless there be at the said meeting, at least twenty five
36 proprietors residing in the locality present and taking part
therein ; and that if for default in this behalf, no election
38 of Syndics shall be held, the said meeting shall be considered
as not having taken place ; and if more than three Candi-

40 dates are. proposed at the said, meeting, the Chairman
" shall take down the votes of the proprietors present at the
42 said meeting ; and after having so taken thera down, then, he
_shall declare duly elected as Syndics, the three Candidates
44 who shall have obtained the majority of the said votes, and
in case there shall be the same number of votes

Registrar may
appoint thres

ndics if nei«
ther of the
meetings take
place.

Proviso,

In cass of
election of two
syndics only,
mecting not
considerced as
held.

Twenty-five
resident pro-

rictors at
cast, to be pre.
sent at meet.
ing.



Proviso,

Provico,

Repistrar to
cali together a
meeting of all
the syndics.

Proviso,

is hereby authorised to administer :

4

given to two or more of the said Candidates, the said
Chairman shall have the right of voting, but in th4% ;case
only, and shall give his casting vote in favor of such of
the said Candidates he shall think proper to choose,
which said casting vote be shall be entitled to give, whether
he be or be not a proprietor in the said locality : Provided
always, that if at five o’clock in the afternogn of the.day
of the said meeting, the votes of all the said proprietors

resent have not been taken, the Chairman shall . adjowrn

®» o N

‘the proceedings of the said méeting to the following' day; 10

on which day he shall continue to take down the. votes,
and shall ‘close the election at five o’clock in the afternoan 12
of the said second day, (whether there-be or be not more
votes to be taken) and shall thereupon proclaim duly 14
elected as Syndics the three Candidates entitled to. be" s¢
proclaimed : and provided also, that if at :any- time .after 16

‘the commencement of the taking down of the votes either
- on the first or on the second day of-the said . election,.one 18

hour shall elapse without a vote beingtaken down; itshall .
the duty of the Chairman of the . said meeting -after.ithe 20
expiration of the said hour, to close the said election, and

‘to'proclaim duly elected as aforgsaid the three Candidates 24
- entitled to be so proclaimed ; and every person presenting:

himself to vote, shall,'if the Chairman of the meeting22

- shall require it, take the following oath, (or affirmation;:

if he be one of the persons by law authorised to affirm in 26
civil cases) which oath or affirmation the said Chairman
~ 28

% I swear (or I affirm) that I have a right to take part
in this meeting, and that I am duly qualified to vote at30
this election, So help me God.”

IX. And be it enacted, That within a reasonable delay 32
after the election or appointment of all the Syndics of the
Circuit, it shall be the duty of the Registrar, who, for the 34
purposes of this Act, shall be ez-officio one of the Syndics
of the said Circuit, to call together (by a lettér -written, 36
signed, served, and returned to him in" the manner "pres-
cribed in such cases as are provided in the ixth' séction 38
of this Act,) all the said Syndics, ata meeting which'shatl*
be held in'the said Circuit, on the day and at the place to 40
be named for that puspose in'the said letter * or ‘notice of
meeting: Provided always, that no such meeting’ of'Syn-32
dics shall.be held, unless an interval of at least eight'days
shall intervene between the day appointed for such méeting 34
and the day of the service of thesaid letter or notite'of
meeting, to that- one of the said Syndics upon whom stich 36
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-ervice shall have been last made ; and the said . Registrar

2 may, from time to time, whepever -he shall deem it

necessary, or when he shall be thereunto required in

4 writing by three of the said Syndics, ca]l together, ob-

serving the formalities above prescribed, a meeting of

6 all the said Syndics ; and each meeting of the said Syn-

dics may be adjourned from day to day.or to such day as

8 the szid Syndics present, or tle majority thereof shall

appoint for that purpose ; and on the day so appointed by

10 such-adjonrnment, the said Syndics .shall . meet together,

svithout amy letter or special notice to that effect on the
12 part of the Registrar.

X. And be it epacted, That at every meeting of the said
14 Syndics, the said Registrar, or'in-his absence, that one of
the 'said Syndics who-shell be.chosen for that purpose - by
16-the majority at the-said meeting, shall preside ; and the
said Syndics shall atevery such meeting'decide every ques-
18 tion by the majority of votés ; and in the case of an equal
division of vetes, the Chairman shall vote and .give. the
20 dasting vote, but in such case, only ;. a procés-verbal of the
proceedings of every such meeting shall be drawn up,
22 which shall be signed hy-the said Chairman and -inscribed
in a-Register to be kept for that purpose and whereof. the

24 said ‘Registrar shall have the custody.

XI. And be it enacted, That at each such meeting the
26 said Syndics shall deliberate'on the following points :

1. The necessity of constructing, in the -judiciary Cir-
28 cuit, which they shall represent, a Court House and a
Gaol, together, ora Court House only, or a Gaol only.

30 2. The probable:cost of such Buildings, which shail not
be estimated by them at less than £ in the first
32 case, nor-at lessthan £. in the sécond case ;

3. The glace-Whgre the said Buildings - ought to be
34 constructed, the extent of ground which it will'be neces-

sary to appropriate for that purpose, and the probable
36 amount required for the purchase of the said ground ;

4. The terms of payment of the -assessment heréinafter

38 authorised : provided, that if the amonut-thereof shall not

bs payable at ance, the terms of payment recommended by

40 them shall be annual or semi annual,- and that the amoiint

of the said assessment be-in duch'case paid and ‘deposited
42 in the hands of the proper authority within
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years next after it shall have been imposed, or sooner if it
shall be judged necessary ;: 2

5. All matters and business relative to the construction
of the said Buildings ; 4

On all which points, the said Syndies shall at such
meetings be required to deliberate and cause to be written g
down their deliberations and votes in the said procés-verbal
of such meetings, whether.they be or be not of opinion that g
it iy necessary to.construct such Buildings in their said Cir-
cuit. 10

Registras to XII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

Governor,  said Registrar to trausmit to the Governor within the J2

procés verbal - shortest delay possible, a copy duly certified by him, of
the procés-verbal of the proceedings and delibarations of 14
every such meeting of the said Syndics, having reference
to the points mentioned in the next preceding section ;1
and it shall be lawful for the Governor to approve or set
aside, wholly or in part, the said proces-verbal or to modify 18
the same and substitute therefor such other provisions or
regulations as he shall think proper, which shall, to" all20
intents and purposes whatsoever form part of the said.
procés-verbal, and shall have full force and effect as if they 2R
had originally formed part of the said procés-verbal.

Procesverbal  XIII. And be it enacted, That the aforesaid procés-verbal 94

menepproea of the proceedings or deliberations of the said Syndics,

bobwding.  approved and modified by the Governor as aforesaid, shall 26
be binding upon all the inhabitants of the said Circuit, to
all intents and purposes whatsoever, from the day on which 98
the Governor’s decision to that effect, shall have been com-
municated to the said Registrar by a letter signed by the g
Provincial Secretary or his Assistant, of which decision
notice shall be given to the said Syndics by the said Regis-32
trar, either at a meetingto be called by him in the manner
above prescribed, or by a letter addressed by him to each 34
of the said Syndics, and served in the manner in such cases
above allowed. 36

Costofbuilie  XIV., And be it enacted, That it shall not be lawfu}l for

ings limitel.  the Giovernor, in approving or modifying the above men- 38
tioned proces-verbal, to fix the cost of the Buildings afore-
said, . at a sum exceeding £. currency, if for a 40
Court House and Gaol together, or £ iffora
Court House only, or Gaol only. 42
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XV. And be it enacted, That within the space :of one Syndiesta

2 month from the election or appointment of-the said Syndics (i etpropny
for each locality, respectively, it shall be the duty of the it iheir reapec-
4 said Registrar (by a letter written, signed, served and ’
returned to him in the manner prescribed in cases provided
6 for'in the sixth section of this Act), to give notice to the
sajd Syndics, and to require them to make a valuation of
8 all the real property situate in the ‘said locality, which
valuation the said Syndics shall be bound to make within
10 the space of two months after they shall bave received
such order from the said Registrar ; and in default of so
12 doing, and after the expiration of the.said two months,
. each of the said Syndics shall incur a penalty of
14.currédey per diem, until the said valuation shall have been
.fhade ‘and -signed, and transmitted to the said Registrar,
16 a8 hereinafter required : Provided always, that if the.said Proviso.
viluation be made by the said Syndics at any time after the -
18 ekpiration of the said two months, it shall be held to be
. a3 legally made and valid-as if it had been made before the
20 expiration of the said two months : and provided also, Provico.
that a majority of the said Syndics, in each locality, shall
have the right and power to make the said valuation, even
12 in'the absence of thé other Syndic.

XVI And be it enacted, That a procés-verbal of the Frocts Jerbal
24 said valuation shall be drawn up, and shall be signed by Bedramn up. -
the said Syndics or by such of them as shall have made
26 the said valuation, and the same shall be transmitted to
the said Registrar within eight days afier it shall have been
28 completed, and shall remain of record in his office ; and
that the said valuation (which may nevertheless be amend-
30 ed in the manner hereinafter prescribed) shall be binding
" “on all the parties interested, and shall serve as a basis for
32 the apportionment which may and shall be from time to.
time made ofthe sum or sums to be levied under this Act,
34 for defraying the expense of constructing the said Buildings,
the purchase ‘money of the ground on which they shall be
36 constructed, and all costs and expenses legally incurred in
* that behalf.

38 XVIL Andbeit enacted, That the proprietorsof real Propictor of
propeity fnentioned and designated in the procés-verbal of tionod in pro-
40 valgation- or in any such act of apporfionment, shall be =700
ré_‘s%ectivély required to pay for the purposes of this Act, Fofich they
42 accbrding to the value ‘so established of such real property, femes ™
* such sum as in proportion' to"such value shall be ‘assessed
44 upon them, as being their share of the assessment authorised
by this Act for the purposes aforesaid.
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XVIIL. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of
the said Registrar, after receiving all- the procés-verbauz of 2
valuation, from time'to time to make a just apportionment
among all the said proprietors within the said Circuit, of 4
the sum or sums to be levied as afotesaid for the purposes
above mentioned, 'previously adding to the amount to be 6
so levied, " “per cent, principally to meet the
costs and expenses incurred by the said Registrar, the said 8
Syndics and the Commissioners hereinafter - appointed ;
but before making such apportionment, the said ‘Registrar [0
shall submit the said procés-verbauz of valuation to the
Syndics of the Circuit, assembled together at a meeting by. 12
him called for that purpose in the manner above prescribed ;
and if two thirds or more of the Syndics present at the 14
said meeting (not including the said Registrar) shall be of
opinion that the valuation of the real property in any I6
locality has been made less than the real value of such
property by the Syndics of such locality, to the prejudice 18
of the other localities in the said Circuit, then the said
Syndics shall have the right and shall be required, at the 20
said meeting, to amend the said procés:verbal of valuation
of the said locality, by adding to the valuation therein 22
made, such per centage; as in’their opinion is requisite
to render the said valuation just and conformable to 24
the. real value of the said property ; and in default, by
the said Syndics of so doing at the said mecting, the said 26
Registrar himself shall have the right and shall be required
so to do; and with respect to matters concerning one local- 28
ity alone, if two thirds or more of the said Syndics present
at the said meeting, shall be of opinion that the valiation 30
of one or more real praperties in the said locality, has been
made by the Syndics thereof below their réal value, to the 32
predice of the proprietors of other real property in the said
locality, or above their real value so as to be detrimental to 34
the proprietors thereof, then the said Syndics shall have the
right and shall be required to amend the said procés-verbal 36
of valuation at the said meeting, by setting down, at such
sum as they shall think just and reasonable, the value of38
the real properiy respectively, which shall have been by
the Syndics of the said locality valued as. aforesaid, under 40
or aboveits real value ; and in default by thesaid Syndics
so to do at the said meeting, the said Registrar himself42
shall have the right and shall be required so to do; and
every such procés-verbal of valuation so amended under 44
the authority of this section, shall be as binding to all
intents and purposes, as it would have been if it had not46
been so amended.
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XIX. And be it enacted, That the said Registrar shall

2 draw.up an Act of the said apportionment, which shall be
signed by him, and shall remain of record in his office ;

4 the said Act shall after having been signed by the said
Registrar, be binding on all the parties therein concerned

6 and.be considered as authentic ;_ it shall be lawful for the
said, Registrar to deliver copies thereof or extracts there-

8 from, ;which being certified as true, and. signed by him,
shall be legal evidence of whatis therein stated, to all intents

10 and: purposes whatsoever.

XX. And be it enacted, That there shall be three
12 Commissioners for the erection and construction of the said
Buildings in each such Circuit,. who shall be called the
14 Commissioners of the Circuit of (name of the Circuit) ;
the said Registrar shall be ez-officio one of the said Com-
16 misgioners, and the two others shall be appointed by the
said Syndics at one of their said meetings : Provided
18 always, that if at the first or, second meeting of the said
Syndics after their election or appointment, the said two
20 Commissioners be not appointed, then the said Registrar
shall alone have the right of appointing them, of which
22 appointment. the said Registrar shall draw up an Act,
signed by himself and to remain of record in his office ;
21 and every copy of the said Act certified and signed by him,
shall be evidence of fac{s therein stated thereof to all
26 intents and purposes whatsoever, and after eight days
from the said appointment, the said. Registrar shall be
28 required (by a letter written, signed, served and returned
to him in the manner prescribed for such cases as are
30 provided for in the sixth section of this Act) to give each of
the said Commissioners so appointed, notice of hisappoint-
32 ment. '

XXI. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the

34 said Syndics,' at their meetings as- aforesaid, or for the

-said Registrar, from time to time, to remove the two Com-

36 missioners. previously appointed by them respectively and
_to appoint others in'their stead. '

XXI. And be it enacted, The said Commissioners

38 or_the majority of them, shall appoint a.Treasurer who
shall be called the Treasurer of the- Commissioners
40 of the Circuit of (name of Circiit) an Act of which
appointment shall be drawn up by the said Registrar
and signed by him, and shall remain of record in his
office, and every copy thereof certified as trie and. signed

44 by the said Registrar, shall be held to be evidence of the
facts therein stated toall inteznts and purposes whatsoever ;
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it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners from time to
time to remove the said Treasurer and to appoint another
in his stead ; they may require from him such security. as
they shall deem proper, which security shall be accepted
by the said Registrar in the name of the said Commissioners
Provided always, that the said Registrar may alone appoint
the said Treasurer if the Commissioners shall not. have
appointed one within months after.the said
appointment of the said two Commissioners ; and in . such
case, the said Registrar may from time to time remove the 10
said Treasurer by him so appointed, and appoint another

in his stead. 12

oo & W W

XXIII. And be it enacted, That the said Commmissioners,. -
may, if they think proper, appoint a Secretary, or require, 14
inthe capacity of Secretary, the Services of the Clerk of
the Circuit Court for the Circuit for which they shall -be 16
Commissioners, which said Clerk, shall, in such case,
be required to act in the said capacity of Secretary. 18

XXIV. And be it enacted, That the said Buildings shall
be constructed conformably to the Plan which shall be )
furnished for that purpose to the said Syndics or to the
said Circuit Commissioners by the Commissioners of Public 22
Works, according to the order which shall be given to them
to that effect by the Governor ; and the said Commis-24
sioners of Public Works shall accompany the said Plan
with the specifications and éstimates usual in such cases. 25

XXV. And be it enacted, That the said Commissioners
shall give public notice in the English and French languages, 28
in atleast two Newspapers, during months,’
specifying the work to be done and the materials required 30
for the construction of the said Buildings; their dimensjons
and appurtenances, the place and time at which' they are 33
to be erected, and where the Commissioners will receive
tenders for the said work, the nature and ~the amount of 34
the security required from the contractors, and the period
within which the said work must be completed and received 36
according to report of ezperts : Provided however, thatno
contract made by the said Commissioners, for ‘the "con- 38
struction of the said work, or any portion whatsoever
thereof, shall have effect until it shall have been approved 40
by the Governor, ‘which approval shall be- commuanicated
to the said Registrar by 'a letter from the Provincial 32
Secretary or his Assistant.
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XXVI. And be it enacted, That the amount of every
2 Act of apportionment above mentioned, shall be due and
payable by the proprietors aforesaid, at the following
4 periods, that is to say :'if the whole sumis to be paid at one
time, it shall be due and payable three months after the
6 completion of the said Act of apportionment; but if the
payment is to be made -by instalments, then the first
"8 instalment shall be so due and payable' within two
months after the drawing up of the said Act of appor-
10 tionment, the second within six months or within one
year from the same period, and so on from six months
12to six months, or from year to year until perfect pay-
ment ; and so soon as the amount of the said Act of
14 apportionment, or any of the said instalment sshall have
become so due and payable; it shall be the duty of the
16 three  Syndics to demand and collect in the locality for
which they shall have been elected or appointed, the sum
18 of money which each proprietor in such-locality as afore-
said, shall be so obliged to pay according to the said Act of
20 apportionment, and to deposit the sums so levied by them
in the hands of the said Treasurer of the Commissioners of
22 of the said Circuit ; :and in default of payment, it shall be
the duty of the said Sydics, 'in gach such locality, to sue
24 for the recovery thereof before the - Circuit Court; which
suit may be brought in the ‘name of the sajd three Syndics
26 or of one of them only ; and apy judgment rendered in
such action, shall be ‘rendered with costs, which shall
28 include such reasonable sum as the Court shall think
proper to allow, and which the said Court is hereby
30 authorised to allow and tax in favor of the Plaintiffs, to
indemnify them for thejr frouble in the matter; and in
32 every such action, a copy of the said Act of apportionment,
qr.an extract only therefrom, ceytified astrue and signed
31 by the said Registrar, in which shall be contajned the name
of the Defendant or the entry of the property in respect
36 of which such, action is brought, and the amount dye and
payable by the said Defendant, shall be primé facie evi-
38 dence of the existence of the debt for which the action is
« brpught, without its being necessary for thg Plaiptiff to
40 prove the right of property or the occppancy- of the
.f)@fendant-

42 XXVII. And be it enacted,, That from and out of the
.amount of the sums paid by each Syndic into the hands of
44 the said Treasurer, it shall be lawful for.the said Commis-
sioners to grant to such Syndjc 3 Commission not exceed-
46ing £ . per cent, and ‘further a sum of
shillings per diem, for every day which shall have been
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employed by such Syndic in making the before mentioned
valuation, which said sums shall be paid to him by the 2
said Treasurer on an order to be addressed to him for that
purpose by the said Registrar under his band. 4

Syndics oy XXVIII. And be it enacted, That after the expiration

comtafters  Of the three months next after the day on which each in- g

ceraintime.  stalment is due in comformity with the said act of appor-
tionment, the Syndics of each said locality may be sued in
account before a competent tribunal by the aforesaid Trea-
surer in his own name, if the said Treasurer shall be re- 1
quired thereto by the said Commissioners or any oné of
them; and in such action the said Syndics may be con-jo
demned to pay the amount of the said instalment so due
and payable in the said locality, unless they shall prove to 14
the satisfaction of the Court that due diligence has been
used by them as regards the recovery of the said instal- 1
wment; and if they render an account, they shall be con-
demned to pay such sum as they shall themselves acknow- 18
ledge or shall be declared to bear in their hands, and more-
over such other sums as they ought to have put down asgq
received by them, or for which the Court shall think it
just to render them accountable for want of proof of suffi- 22
cient diligence on their part in the recovery thereof’; and
the said action of account may be brought against the said 24
three Syndics or two of them jointly and severally, or
against one of them only; and every judgment pronounced 26
in any such action shall bear interest at the rate of twelve
per cent on the amount thereof as liquidated damages, 28
together with the costs of the said action ; and in any such
action, a copy of the said act of apportionment, or an ex- 30
tract only thereof, certified as true and signed by the said
Registrar, which shall include so much of the said appor- 32
tionment as shall concern the said locality. of the Syndics
so sued, shall be primé facie evidence against the rsaid 34
Syndics to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

Mesning of XXIX. And be it enacted, That for the purposes.af this 36

word Parish.— Act, the word « Parish ” therein used shall comprise every
Tract of Territory as at the date of the letter of the Provin- 28
cial Secretary or his assistant, mentioned in the secord
section of this Act, shall be generally reputed to from 40
a Parish, whether such portion of territory, in whole
or in part may or may not have been originally erected 42
into a Parish, either by decree of the civil authorities
or of the ecclesiastical authorities; and whenever there 44
shall be an extra parochial place in any Circuit, it shall
for the purposes of this Act, be annexed by the said 46
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Registrar to one of the neighbouring Parishes in the
2 said Circuit, in the notice which he shall give as afore-
said for calling a meeting: for the election of Syndics
4 for the said Parish ; and from such period such extra
parochial place shall, for all the purposes of this Act,
6 form part of the said Parish ; and when a Parish or
._a'tract of territory reputed to be a Parish within the
8 meaning of "this section, or a. ‘Township, shall only be
partly within a Circuit, no Syndics shall be elected for
10 such tract unless there shall be therein in the opinion of
, the said Registrar, at least fifty landed proprietors as afore-
12 said ; in which case the said portion of ‘a Parish or Town-
ship shall for all the purposes of this Act, be considered
14 ag'a Parish or Township in itself ; but if, in the opinion of
the said Registrar such tract containg less than fifty such
16 proprietors as aforesaid, then it shall be annexed by the
said Registrar to one of the ‘neighbouring Parishes or
18 Townships in the said Circuit, in the manner above pre-
scribed for the annexation of an extra parochial place ; and
20 it shall from that period, for the purposes of this Act,
form part of such Parish or Township.

22 " XXX. And be it enacted, That in case of the death of
one of the said Syndics, or of his absence from his locality
24 for a longer space than six months, or of his incapacity to
Act as such either from infirmity, sickness, or otherwise,
26 it shall be lawful for the other Syndics of the said -Circuit,
at one of their aforesaid meetings, to appoint inthe manner
28 above provided, from among the proprietors in the said
locality, another Syndic to replace the Syndic who shall
30 be so deceased, or have been absent or become incapa-
“citated to act as aforesaid : Provided always, that notwith-
32 standing the death, absence, or incapacity to act of the
said Syndic, the other Syndiecs of the same locality shall
34 continue to exercise the same powers, and to perform the
same duties as they would have had to exercise and per-
36 form if such decease, absence or incapacity to act of such
Syndic had not taken place ; and provided further that the
38 Syndic so appointed in lieu of another, may be removed
a3 the latter might have been, and in the same manner.

40 XXXI. And be it enacted, That in case of the- decedse
ofone of the said two Commissioners appointed as aforesaid,
42 or of his absence from the Circuit for a longer period
than three months, or of his incapacity to act as such,
44 either from infirmity, sickness or otherwise, it shall be
lawful for the Syndics of the said Circuit, at one of their
46 meetings aforesaid (if such Commissioner had' been
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appointed by them) or for the said Registrar (if the said
Commissioner had been appointed by him,) to appoint in
the manner above provided, another Commissioner in his
Proviso. stead : Provided always, that notwithstanding the decease,
absence or incapacity to act of such Commissipner, the
other Commissioners shall continue to exercise the same
powers and to perform the same duties as they would hatve
had to exercise or perform, if such decease, ahsence or
incapacity to act of such Commissioner had not taken
Proviso. place ; and provided always, that the Commissioner so 10
appointed in the stead of another, may be removed-as the
latter might have been, and in the same manner. 12

oo XXXII. And be it enacted, That the said- Commis-
often asthey  sjoners shall meet as often as they- shall think proper ;14
ekporn  and moreover it shall be lawful for the said Registrar
whenever he shall think it necessary, to call (by a lettbr 16
witten, signed, served, and returued to him in the mammer
preseribed in cases mentioned in the sixth section of this18
Act,) a meeting of the said Commissioners, to be held at
such time and place as shall be stated in the said letler or 20
notice of convocation ; and at every such meetihg all
questions shall be decided by a majority of votes, and the 22
Commnissioners may adopt such rules as they shall think
proper, with respect to any matter which shall concern 24
the duties of their office, and among other duties, the
construction of the aforesaid buildings, the performance 26
of the contracts entered into by them for that purpose, the
duties of their Treasurer and of their Secretary, the suits 28
which they shall think proper to bring, and' the manner
in which the said Treasurer shall pay the sums deposited 30
in his hands as aforesaid ; a procés-verbal of the proceed-
ings of each such meeting of Commissionersshall be drawn 32
up, and shall be signed by the said Registrar and entered
by him in the Register to be kept hy himunder the authority 34
Proviso. of the tenth section of this Act : Provided always, that in
every case (except such asare provided by the 36
section of this Act,) in which any such payment
shall exceed the sum of £ ' currency, 38
it shall not be lawful for such Treasurer to make any such
payment without an order to that effect addressed’ to him 40
and signed by at least two of the said Commissioners ; and
-when the said payment shall not exceed £ currency, 42
it shall then be sufficient that the said order be signed by
the Registirar only. 44
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penalty onre- XX XIII. And be it epacted, that any Syndic or Com-

fusal of syn-

dic, &c,to  missioner who after having been regularly notified as46
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aforesaid of the calling together of any meeting of the said
2 Syndics or of the said Coramissioners respectively, shall
fefuse or neglect to -attend such meeting, or who, being
4 present'thereat shall refuse or neglect to take a part in the
deliberations and proceedings of the said meeting, shall,
‘6 for. every such refusal or .neglect, incur a penalty of
£ - currency.

8 XXXIV. And'be it enacted, That the said Syndies, in
making the valuation of the real property in each locality
10 as.above required, shall have power to proceed to the
residence of the said proprietors-and to require from them
12 every information which may assist them in making the
said waluation, and in case dny person shall hinder the said
14 Syndics or any of them from proceeding in making the said
waluation as-aforesaid, or- refuse to give them such inform-
16-ation, every person guilty of such refusal or hindrance
shall incur a penalty of £ currency.

18 XXXV. And be it enacted, That the said Treasurer
hall render an account monthly or oftener if required, to
20.the aforespid Commissioners, of the sums of money which
ghall be deposited in his hands by virtue of this Act ; and
22 in the excercise of his .office, he shall conform tq such
instructions as shall be given to him from time :to time, in
24 writing, by the said Commissioners through the said
Registrar ; be shall deposit the said moneys in such incor-
26 porated, Bank in Lower Camada, as shall be from time to
. time prescribed by the said Commissioners, and at the
28time and in the manner by them prescribed through -the
gaid Registrar, and no check drawn upon the said moneys
30 so deposited in any of ‘the said Barks, shall be legally
.__payable by such Bank unless such check be countersigned
32 by the said Registrar.

. XXXVI. And be it -enacted, That all moneys levied
34 under this Aect and deposited in the hands of the said
‘Treasurer, shall be :at the dispesal of the said Commis-
36 siqness for the purposes of this Act ; but no order drawn
upon the said T'reasurer in the manner above prescribed,
38 for the payment of any portionof the said moneys, shall
e legally paid by the said Treasurer, unless. such order
40 ghall shew in a sufficient manner sthe nature -of the debt
which the-said order is intended to discharge, nor unless
42 such debt has been incurred or exists under the provisions
of this Act. '

44 XXXVH. And be it enacted, That the duplicate of
every letter writtén and signed by the Registrar in the
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performance of the duties imposed upon him under the
provisions of this Act, shall, with thereturn of the service 2
thereof when such service shall have taken place, remain
of record in his office, as well as every instalmentappoint- 4
ing or removing a Syndic, Commissioner or, Secretary,
every procés-verbal, return of uotice and of publication .as. 6
aforesaid, and every other document which may come into
the possession of the said Registrar in the performance 8
of his said duties; and any copy of the letters, returns,.
actes, prosés-verbauz and documents aforesaid, as- 'WéHj‘zfs 10
of the proceedings and deliberations inscribed in his sajd’
Register as aforesaid, or of any portion thereof certified 12
as true and signed by the said Registrar, shall be .evidence’
of the facts therein stated until the contrary be shewn.: 14

XXXVIIL. And be it enacted, That the said Syndics elected or .
appointed under this Act shall, before entering upon the duties 16
of their office, take an oath well and faithfully to perform the dutics
of the said office ; and that all oaths required under the “several 18
provisions of this Act (not including that mentioned -in the eighth: -
scction of this Act) may be taken before a Justice of the Peace, 20
or before the said Registrar, who is hereby authorised to adtinis.
ter the same ; and be shall make an entry of the taking:.of such'gg
oaths in the Register which he shall keep of the proceedings of the

said Syndics ; which oath each Syndio shall so take within - 24
days after his election or appointroent ; and in default of his so
doing, he shall incur a penalty of £ currency. 06

XXXIX. And beit enacted, That all the powers which shall
be exercised, and all the duties which are to be performed undér 28
this Act, by the Registrar to whom shall bave :been: addressed.:the. -
Jetter mentioned in the second section of this Act, from the Provincial gp
Sccretary or his Assistant, shall of right devolve upon his Succes--
sor in the said office of Registrar, and be by the latter cxercised g
and performed in the same manner as if the said letter had been -
addressed to him personally. 84

XL. And be it enacted, That whenever any purchase of .land
for the construction of the said buildings shall take place, such 86
purchase shall be made in the name of Her Majesty, »Her. Heirs:
and Successors; a deed thereof shall be passed before Notaries, to 38
which deed the said Registrar shall be a party to accept and make:
the said purchase in Her Majesty’s name as aforesaid. 40

XLI And be it enacted, Thatif the Regish;/ Office of & Coutty
or of a division of County be held in the Parish-or Township:42
where under this Act a Court House shall be constructed; the'said
offica shall, if possible, be held in the said Court- House. -4

XLI{. And be it enacted, That all penaities imposed by this Act,
shall be collected by the said Treasurer, and shall be employed for 46
the same purposes as the sums of money levied under this Act ;
and in default of voluntary payment of the said penalties by such 48
persons as shall have incurred the same, it shall be the duty of the
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said Treasurer to sue for the recovery thereof, before the Circuit
2 Court, by an action brought in his own name, and in his said qua-
lity of Treasurer, within six months from the day on which such
4 penalty shall have been incurred, and ot afterwards; and when
judgment shall, on the .said action, be rendered in favor of the
6 said Treasurer, the same shall be rendered with costs ; and every
such judgment shall be executory as any other judgment of the
8 said Circuit Court: Provided always, aud it is hereby declared and
enacted, that in every such suit, all the said penalties then incurred
10 by thé person sued, may be included.

XL{Il. And be it enacted, That the word * locality” wherever

12 it is usad in this Act, shall be held and understood to compriss any
Township or Parish or portion of a Township or Parish, which
14 undes the provisions of this Act, shall be entitled to elect three
Syndics as aforesaid ; the word  proprietor” used in this Act, shall

16 be held and understood 1o comprise’ali persons or corporations what-
soever,” who shall occupy  any real estate whatsoever, within the
18 limits"-of the Circuit, whether as proprictors, usufructuaries or
tenants under lease made for a perlod exceeding nine years, the
20 word * Registrar” used in this Act, shall apply and shall be under-
stood as applying solely to Registrars of Counties or of Divisions of
29 Counties appointed under the existing laws of Lower Canada, rela-
ting to the enregistration of titles to and incumbrances upon real

24 property.

XL1V, And beit enacted, That every six months from the day
26 .of the drawing up of the said Act of apportionment, or whenever
they shall be thereunto required in writing by at least six of the
28 of the said Syndics, the said Commissioners shall render to the said
Syndics assembled at a meeting duly called for that purpose, a
30 detailed account in writing of every thing they shall have done up
to that period in their said quality of Commissioners ;-and it shall
82 be the duty of the said Registrar to transmit without delay. to the
Governor, a duly certified copy of the said account ; and-after the
84 completion of the said buildings constructed as aforesaid, it shall
be lawful for the Governor to grant to cach of the said Commis-
86 sioners such remuneration as he shall think proper to indemnify
them for their expenses, pains and trouble, which remuneration
388 shall be paid by the said Treasurer from and out of the suid moneys
then in his hands, upon the order which he shall reccive to that
40 effect frorh the Governor by letter from the Provincial Secretary or
-his Assistant,

42 -XLV. And be it enacted, That if, after the payment of the pur-
chase money of the said ground, the cost of the construction of th

44 oaid buildings and the expenses incurred for that object, there sha
remain a balance in the hands of the said Treasurer of the sums of

46 money levied under this Act, he shall upon receiving an order to that
effect from the Governor, pay over such balanceto the Receiver

48 General of the Province, which balance shall be exclusively em-
ployed in the manner to be directed by the Governor, in repairing

50 the said buildings, or for other purposes relative to the administras
tion of justice in the said Circuit.
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XLVL And be it enacted, That whenever any Syndies or.Com-
missioners shall be elected in any of the said Cirevils; under the .2
authority of this Act, the said Syndics cv Cnmm s-loners shall hold:
the said office of Syndi¢ ot Comm.\sun or, resPogtively, in their”
respective Circuits, during the year< et fol[o\vmn'
the date of the said letter from the Provincial Sacretary or His- 6
Assistant, mentionzad in the second seotion of this Act, “and "no
longer. 8

XLVIL And beit enacted, That all valuaiions of téal “estate’”
made in any of the said Circuits underthe o cuthority’ of this Aet;"and 10
which shall huve become binding as aforesaid, shall vethain in force ;
and shall be so binding during (e years mentioned in 12
the foregoing section.”

XLVIIL And be it enacted, That the, provisicns of this "Act'i4
shall apply not only to the entire cofstruction of the.said buildings, °
but also to the repairs which the said (.o-nnms:onms shall think 16
necessary from time to time to make to ezch of the suid ‘buildings ; A
and if, during the ) vears memzoncfl in the foxegomn 18
section, it shall so beeome necessary at any timz to ‘make’ such
rcpairs, and there shall b2 no funds or’ sums of money at the 29
disposal of the said Commissioners for “ihat purposz, then” the
amount necessary for that- purpose. upsa the propriciors. of real o
esiate in the said Circuit, shallbe levied by Act of nf)pornonmcnt
founded on th2 said 1cspecu\b valeations then i foree, and by the g4
other means above preseribed for levying the amount of an original’
apportionment for the construction o['l‘p said buildings™ ptov-ded 2%
always, that the amount of the siid iepairs ‘so to to made, "shall ~
have been previously submitted to tlic ckamination 'of the Syndics 03
of the said. Circuit ‘assembled tozcther ps ‘afdresaid, and approved
by them, or in defuult of such approva\ at the said meeting, it shall 59
have becn approved of by the Govérnor.

\LIX And be it enacted, That whenever under the opexauon 3T
of this-Act, a Court House and a Gzol shall have been constrocted
in any one "of the said Circuits, and the. said buildings- shall have 34
been completed and duly received by the, said ‘Commissioners of -
the said Circuit, and the said Commissioners <hill have cstablishcd 36
the fact to the said satisfaction of tha Governor by a -report which
they shall be required to make to him thaveof; it shall be Javiful ‘for 38
the Governor by Proclamation under his hand and seal, w0 declarg;
that a convenient Court House and Guol-have heén crcclcd in  such 40
Circuit, and that from the day to be fised for that” puipose ‘in" ths
said proclamatlon, General and Special Scssions of the Peace shall 42
be held therein, such General Sessions to be there held at sich -
pcrwds as shall be determined by the Governor in the Proclama- 44
tion aforesaid, in the sume manner and with the same powers and -
duties as in the several Districts of Lower Canada respectively, 46
and a Clerk of the Peace and the other necessary officers may ac-
cordingly be appointed ;- and the Justices of the Peace for the Dis- 48
trict in which such Circuit shall be situate, shall be the Judges by -
whom the said Sessions. of the TPeace,-shall be’ held bat ‘the said 50
Circuit shall not be detached from the said District, e\ceptmg on)y o
as regards the said Scssion and all matters within their jurisdiction: 52
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L. And be it enacted; That this Act shall not extend or be con-

2 strued to extend to repeal or modify, in any manner whatsoever, a

a certain Act of the Parliament of this Province, passed in the twelfth

4 year of Her Majesty’s Reign, aud intituled, An Act to make pro-

vision for the erection or repair of Court Houses and Gaols at

6 certain places in Lower Canada, which notwithstanding this Act,
shall remain in full force.

8 LI And be it enacted, That if under the provisions of the Act
cited in the foregoing section there shall have been, or shall at any
10 time hereafter be constructed a Court House and a Gaol at certain
places mentioned in the said Act, to wit : at Kamouraska in the
12 Kamouraska Circuit, at Aylmer in the Ottawa Circuit, or at Chi-

coutimi in the Chicoutimi Circuit, respectively, or any ground &c

14 purchased in any of the places above- mentioned to serve as the
site of 2 Court House and Gaol under the authority of the said Act ;
16 it shall be lawful for the Governor, if he shall think proper, to
order that the amount of the eapital and "interest of the purchase
18 money of such ground and of the cost of the construction of such
Court House and Gaol, respectively, or of the Debentures issued

20 under the aforesaid Act in payment of the said amounts, be paid.

by the said Circuit Commissioners from and out of the moneys
22 levied under this Act in their said respective Circuits, and placed
at their disposal as aforesaid ; which order shall be transmitted to

24 the said Commissioners by a letter from the Provincial Secretary:

or his Assistant, and which order the said Commissioners shall be

26 bound to obey ; otherwise, the creditors to whom the said amounts.

shall be due, or the holders of the said debentures, shall have a per-

28 sonal actionagainst the said Commissioners to obtain fromthem pay--

ment thereof to the extent of the said moneys o levied and at their
30 disposal by virtue of this Act : Provided always, that in the cases
‘mentioned in this section, such ground so acquired in any of the
32 said three Circuits, and such Court House and Gaol so erected
thereon shall, to all intents and purposes be considered, the said
34 ground as acquired, and the said Court House and Gaol as erected,
under the provisions of this Act, as well as under the Act cited in
36 the . section of this Act; and provided further,
that any Court House and Gaol erected at Kamouraska or at
38 Aylmer aforesaid, or any Gaol erected at Chicoutimi aforesaid,
respectively, under this Act, shall, to all intents and purposes what-
40 socver, he considered as being the Court House and Gaol, and the
Gaol, respectively, referred to in the two above cited Acts of the
42 Parliament of this Province, as being required, or authorised to be
erected in the said places respectively.
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