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B mmm.ann.

\ Tae Lmu'rnnu'r GovErnor thinks proper to

* «all the attention of the Legislative Council to a sub-

ject, which he has long regarded as one of much

- importance to the Province and of particular inter.
st to a large portion of its Inhabitants.

The Legislative Council is aware that of those
persons who have come’ to this Provinee from for-
eign countries, and more espscially at au early pe-

‘riod of its settlement. many had been citizens of the
United States of America and subjects of that go-
. vernment. »

Whatever dlﬁrence of opinion may have for-
‘merly prevailed with respect to the civil rights of -
_-persons 8o situated from.the circumstance of the ~r*

United States of America having ouce been British

colome& "the solemn decisiou of the question in the. . }“

courts of the mother country, whose laws we have
- . adopted, leaves no room for doubt. And these In.

‘habitants of the Province are exposed to the wcon-
venience of finding those rights denied which they
bave hitherto eujoyed, but which, whenever they .
‘may be questtoned, must be decided upon by those
_to whom the admnmstratmn of Justlce is committed,
accordmg to Law. ‘and without regard to inconveni.
ences whxcb might be much :egretted

-
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; Rgp_ymeeaa mnnber of
Emigrants from other foreign countries and wmany,
dlschargeﬂ Soldiers of forés corp3, who. not having -
stiicily comphed with the provisions of thode British
—Statutes uader which they 1 lgi’lt have ‘beeir'ntitled
to the prmlegee of subjects; are equally by law, ex-

posed to the danger of bemg regarded as Aliéns.

q-a.

' Of all the persons thus sntuate& the greater part
became mha_bltants with the kuowledge of the go-
vernment between ‘those Jaud others it does net § ap-
pear necessary toudnscnmmate. In the _persuasion

that they might all be safely recewed and acknow—

ledged as sub_)ects, with no other’ quahﬁcatsons than

./.2

N those” whncb the’ Léguslaﬁn‘e ‘of " this' Provmce has

ﬁ'om timé togime thouglit' it’ expndlent to .impose.
The Lieutenant Goveriior has-earniestly i)ressed the
suhi ect upon the consldemtmn of - is Majesty 5 Go-

1 vernafem, and has it now m 'his power to commum-

3‘éatte to the“LeﬂsIahve Council “ghiat hie’ has feeelv-

‘el [-hs Majesty’r-t express sanchon to assent ‘to’ an en-
actnient ‘which way afford relx;ef to such persons ‘as
are néw in the Provmce, ané tbe Dteu?enant Gov- ,
ernor Jouf»ts not that a. SthECt £0 unportant will fes
celve ihe éarly and attenti?‘e i:onmderatlon of ‘the
Legxsl’atwe Cotneil

’ % “Goz’aemmem‘ House, . -
1ih November, 1825,

»

erns A Ao i B



: (5) .
P. PAXELAND, N

Tue Lievresant Goveryor thinks proper to
transmit to the Legislative Council, an Extract from
Earl Bathurst’s despatch as’it may the more clearly
show the disposition of His Majesty’s Government,
. on a subject respecting which the Governor has al-
#eady communicated with tbe Leglslatxve Councxl

-

‘by ‘Message. . e
. Goverament House, § : :
‘994 November, 1825.!

M:Q::O:Q:n—-

i

Extract of a Despatch ﬁrom the Rtght -Honorable the Eart
‘Bathurst. to His Excellemy Major General Sir Pe.

regrine Madland dated Downing Street, 22nd
‘J dy, 1825 -

«1 have had under my consxderatmn the repre-
 sentations. which I have had the honor of receiving
“ from you, on the subject of Aliens who have be-
« come settlers in the Provinee of Upper Canada.
“and ] regret that it arrived ‘at a period of the Ses-
“ gion too -late to admit of any measure being pro.
" posed to Parliament.

~
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«lam ofoplmon that it will be advisable to con-

¢ fer by a Legislative enactment, the civil rights

“and privileges of British subjects upon such citi-
« zens of the United States, as being heretofore set-
« tled in Canada, are declared by the judgment of
« the courtg of law, in England, and by the opwion
« of the Law Officers to be Aliens ; and of including
“in the same enactment the disbanded Officers
« and Soldiers of foreign corps, which were in the
«"British service and such ather foreigners resident
* jn Canada, as are in truth Aliens, altko’ they have

- - « hitherto enjoyed, without question,.the rights of

« British Subjects.”,
« If, therefore, you ehould deem it expedient to
«-gubmit to the Legislature of the province at its

« next Session, a Bill for the reliefof such persons as
« are now in the province, I have to convey to you

% His Majesty’s sanction for assenting to it, notwith-. - -

« standing the genéral royal instruction on that sub-
“ ject, and there is no necessity for you to withhold

- «-guch Bill for the signification of His Majesty’s plea+ * -

“ sure, unless it- shall pass in such a shape as may -
¢ make you doubtful ofits expediency.”

(Tnvn Corv.)

_(Signed) ‘
6. HILLIER.
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AN ACT to confirm and quiet in the possr.mon of their
Estates, and to admzt to the Civil Kights of subjects,
~certain classes of Persons therein menlzor.ed ’

'WHEREAS many persons have become resi-
! dent in this Province who having been formerly c:ti-
\\ ens of the United States of America, and being
q\uhjects of the Government of those- States. have
pever been naturalized as British Subjects by any
Act of Parliament JAnd - Whereas there are also in
this Province many persons who came from other
foreign countries, and many reduced Officers and .
discharged Soldiers -of foreign corps late in His
Majestj’s service, but not being subjects of His Ma-
jesty by birth or naturalization; /nd Whereus it is
expedient that all such persons should be confirmed -
and quieted in the possessxon of their Estates, aud
should be admitted to the Civil Rights of Subjects,
with such exeeptions as have been from time to time
- provided by acts of-the Legislature of this province
‘with respect to persons baviag been. resident in the .
United States of America, or havmg taken the mth: |

of Allegiance to their Goverrment; dnd Wheéreas .-
His ‘Excellency Sir Perecrive MatrLanp, Knight

Commander of the Most Honorable Military Order ‘
" “ofithe Bath, Lieutenan: Governor of the Province of
Upper Canada and - Major Generaul/ commanding -
‘His i.jesty’s Forces therein, hus been pleased to
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s;gmfy by Message to both Houses of the ngula-
ture, thet be has received His Majesty’s express
sanction to asseut, to the passing of such enactment
as may afford relief to such persons being now in
this province: Be it therefore enacted by the King’s '
most Excellent Majesty. by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of
the province of Upper Canada, constituted and as-
sembled by virtue of and under the authority of an-
Act passed in the parliament of Great Britain entitl-
ed an Aet to repeal certain partsof an act pass:

ed in the fourteenth year of His - Majesty’s
Reign, entitled, “An Act for making more effectual

provision for the Government of the Province of
" Quebee in North America; and to make further.
provision for the Government of the said Previuce”, -
and by _the authority of the same, that from and
after the passing of this act all persons who at-the
time of the passing thereof are resident inhabitants
_ of this: Province, shall be. deemed, adjudged amiﬁ
.. - takenwithin this Prmmce, to be:His Majesty’s na-

-tural born SubJects, to all mtents, constructions and

purposes as if they, and every of them. had been or ‘
.were born’ within this. Provinee, so that no Estates

of what nature or kind soever, heretofore purchased
by them orany of them within this Province, or to
which they or any of them shall _have become, or
may become, in any manner entitled, shall be liable -
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g {0 seizure into the hands of His Majeisty, His Heirs,

or Successors, or their titles thereto be ‘otherwise

_ 1mpeached by reasoa of “tl_jeihr“ having been Aliens at

the time of their making the said purchases, or bes
coming otherwise entitled, any Statute, Law or
thing whatscever tb the contrary netwithstanding. -

IL. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that all persons who have been at any
time heretofore resident inhabitunts of this Frovince

and become possessed of real estate therein, other
_than and exceépt such as have been, or hereafter

". may be ander any express provision in the Statutes

of this Province declared or fourid tb be'Aliens, shall
be deemed and taken to have been natdral born
subjects of His Majesty, so that heither their title to
any real estate withit this provmce, nor the title of

~ any persons claiming under them; shall be in any

manner impeached by any proceeding on the part of .
His Majesty, His Heirs, or Successors. or otherwise

~ howsoever by reason of their haviig been Aliens.

UL Provided akiboays nevertheless, And be it fur«
ther enacted by, the authority aforesaid, that nothing
in-this Act contained shall extend or be construed to
extend to repeal or makevoid. or in any manner in.

-terfere with any Law of this province ‘respecting the

quallﬁcatlon of persons ent'ttled to vetein the elec- ‘
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tion of Members to be returned to the\ House of As-
“sembly, or to be returned as Members of the said -

. Assembly.
(SigEep) .

o WILLIAM CAMPBELL.
Speaker.
Legislative' Council Chamber, " s
28¢h Novémber, 1825. }

- SBOG—

Amendments made by the Commons® House of
Assembly in and to the Bill, entitled, “An Act to

" confirm and quiet in the possession of their estates,

~ anid to admit to the.civil Rights of subjects, certain
classes of persons therein mentioned.” :

the Tile—After the word % Act” expunge the
. remainder of the Title, and insert “to
¢ declire the law respectmg the civil

¢ Rights of certain inhabitants of ‘this
¢ province.”

| Press, 1 line 1—After the word © Wnnwns” expunge

» _the remainder. of the Bill, and insert D
«a very large portion of the inhabitants -
« of this provirice is composed-of persons,
¢ who.have come from the United States
* of America, and who were either natu-
« ral born' British SubJects themselves.

.- e
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"¢ or children of natural born British sub.
¢ jects, which. said . persous have, w1th“
¢ the knowledge, app: obauou aud en.
‘ couragemem, aid many cases, in
¢ coisequence of the invitations of His
¢ Mujesty’s government, come into, set-
~ ¢ tled,aud beeureceived in this proviace,
<and been treated and considered as
© ¢ natural born British suijects, to all in-
¢ tents, constructions and purposes what- -

‘¢ soever, not only entitled to. all the

‘¢ rights, privileges and immunities, but -
“also suhject to all the dut:es, .obliga--

- “tions and: responsnblhtles of natnral born
_* British subjects, and have manifested
¢the most loyal atlachment to His Majes
¢ ty’s-government; Aad wherea.s doutits
¢ have lately been expressed whether
l “* they are entitled to the rights and pri- -

- mleges of British subjects, whereby '
* ¢ great uneasiness is likely to be excited
*in the minds of the people of this ¥ro- -
* vince, and the houor ‘and grod faith of

¢ His Majesty’s governmeat are lianleto -

¢ be iwpeacied ; and it is therefore ex-
“-pedient for the purpose of iqmbﬁug
¢ those doubts to declare the Law upon -
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5 the Ehbject: Be it therefore declared
¢and enacted by the King’s most Excel-
¢ lent MaJPsty, by and with the advice
¢ and" consent of the Leglslat:ve Council
¢ and Assembly of the’ province of Upper
¢ Canada, const1tuted ‘and assembled by
© “virte of, and under the authonty of an
¢ Act passed in the Parlianient: of Great
* Britain, entitled “ An Act to Repeal
* certain parts of an Act passed in the
¢ fourteenth- ye?i' of His Majesty’s reign,
* entitled, “ An Act for making more ef-
- & fectual Pprovision for the Gov ernment
¢ of the province of Quebec in North
* America, and {o make further provision
¢ for the ‘government of the said Pro-
* vince, ® -and' by the authorlty of the
~ “same, that all persons who were born,
 for whose fathers, or paternal grandfa-
: ¢ thers, were born in H's Majesty's do*
"¢ minions, and who have since been re-
¢sident in - this province, (notmthstand-
fing they may have resided in, or been
¢ citizens of the said United States of
¢ America, at or since the perlod when
-§ the mdepenﬁence of the said Ubited
- F State& was recogmzed and aeknowfedg- ;
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¢ed by, HlS MaJestys government') are,w
¢ and shall be considered to be; and to
¢ have been to all‘intents, purposes, and
“‘eonstructions whatsoever, natural born
¢ British subjgcts, and to be, and to have °
¢ been, entitled. (subject to any qualifica-
¢ tions which the Legislature of this pro-
" ¢ vince has from time to time thought it
. ¢ expedient to impose,) to all the rights
¢ privileges, and immunities of naturah
¢ born British Subjects ”
Sie NED) -
J OHN WILLSON, .

Speaker
Commms House ef .ﬂssembly,
l4th December, 1825.

:—ﬂﬁ—-—
AN ACT to secure to certain Inhabitants of thzsi provmce
-rights and privileges as Brctzsh Sué;ects.

 WHEREAS there are in thls province anumber °
of persons not born in His Majesty’s dominions and
who havé not strictly complied_ with the provisions of
-various British statutes for the naturallzatnon of for-
elgners, but who have !'ecome bona fide resident -
m this Provmce, and to whom it is expedlent to . ex-

tend and confirm the pmlleges of Brntlsh Subjects.
Be it therefore enacted by the ng s most Excellent
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Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council und Assewbly oi the Province
of Upper Canada, coustituted and assembled by vir-
tue of aud under the authomy of an act passed in the
Parliameut of Great Britian, entitled, « Au Act to
- repeal certain parts of an act passed in the fourteenth
year-of His Majesty s Reign, entltled « An Act for

making mere effectual provision for the government-
of the province of Quebec in North America. and to
make further provlsnm for the Goyernmeut of  the

. said provmce > and by the authonty of the same,
That all persons domiciled in_this province, who
bave taken, or may take the oath of allegiance to his
Majesty, which the commissioners for administering
the same are hereby. required upon payment of oue
shlllmg to administer to any person offering and de-
siring to take the same, shall be entitled to all the
rights and privileges of uataml born British subjects
and subJect to all the dutles, Obllgdtl()ﬂs aud respon-
sibilities of the saae, and.that they shall be consider-

. edto be, ami ‘that they and all persons, now deceas~ .

“ed who were_bona fide resident in this provmce be-
fore andat the time of their decease, shalt be consid-
ered t6 have been to all intents purposes, and coa-
stiuctions, natural born British subjects : Subject
nevertheless fo the quahﬁcatloh now imposed by the
“ LaWs oi this pxovmce ‘with respect” 10 me nghts of
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votmg and of being elected to the house of ASaemblv..
gbwﬁao )
~JOHN. WILLSON
Spmlcer

Commons’ Hovse of Assembly Y-
17th December, 1825

”~‘Q“.""_-

-~

Repoﬂ of the Select Committee.

THE séléct. Committee to whose considera~
tion vonrhon. house referreﬂ the amendments made
by the rammana honse-of Ascemhly an the hill wﬁ{ci;
posced vonr honee on the 98fh Navemher hsf cone.
- ferring the Mivil ng‘ﬂq and privileges of British sub-
jects upon such peréons miow resident.in this pros
_ vince as have been citizens of the United States of
‘Ametica and other foreigners. deeply sensible of the -
_ difficulty and:delicacy of the -duty imposed upon
them, have taken much painsto examine the ques.
tions'which are mvolved in ‘these amendments, and,
after thefullest dellberatmn, ‘have agreed to the-
following Rzpom'. )

When. Hls Excellency the Lieutenant Govern
or commumcated from the Throne and afterwards.
by mesaage, the gracious. intentions of hls Majesty
towards the different’ descnptmns of Aliens residing
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_ i this province, they were Teceived by this House

witk muck satlsfachon, and a Bill was mmealately
introdyeed to” carry the royal intentions into effect.

. The late-war had most happily freed the Col.
ony from the greater humber of suspicious and dis-
~ affected characters, and measures had been wisely
taken to prevent their return. The present time
appeared’ therefore; ! exceedingly propitious for re.
Wardmg those, who e!mgratmg, from a forelgn land
had proved their fidelity in the hour of trial—for
putting an end to all distinctions, and for uniting the
whole population by confetring upon them the rights;
privileges and immunities of Britishsubjects.

With ‘the view of producing- these beneficial
results, the Bill ‘went-through its different stages in
this house almost without question. Several mem-
bers, indeed, observed when it came first. under
-discussion, that the Provincial Legislature had not
the power of naturalizing foreigners; as it would be
acting in repugnance to the 31st of the late Kingand
to the royal instructions on the table, ~except an
express and special instruction were given to meet
‘the case. - But as.such an instruction had been gra-
cxously communicated by His Majesty to the govern-

" ment of this® provmce, all difficulty vanished. The
royal pleasure was recited accordingly i in the pre-
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amble of the bill, and on the strength of thisit pas-
- ged your hon, house, and was sent.down tor-the con-
" ¢urrence of the commous house of Assembly. If it
be contended that a bill of this nature, is illegal and
must_continue so if carried through the usual stages,
the answer is plain and obvious. It confers noth-

ing more than that which His Majesty’s government

“approves, and therefore. ifit shonld be found on ex-

amin»tion when sent home that it cannot be allowed, -

His Mlajesty’s Ministers, knowing themselves pledg-
ed by the Royal Instruction, would immediately feel

it to be their duty to settle the m~tter by an Act of. ;\ )

the Imperial parliament : and as they wou'd have
the advantage of this Rill hefore them. containing
the provisions which the Legisiature ot this conntry

thought necessary, it would bave been easy forthem .

to perceive the diflicuity and. to apply the proper

remedy. In either case the Lui would become:
effectual ; and, under this mmpression, it was sent -

to the Commons’ House of Assembly. -
It was reagonable to expect that the satisfaction

entertained by your honorable house, would have

been universal and- that the seme alacnty wouid

have been every where felt to remove the disabilities
which press hard upon a small, but industrious and
respectable portion of the community "and that what

had been the eager object of entreaty and supplica-

£
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" tion. for-many years, would be received with every
demonstration of grateful affection.

¢

In these reasonable expectahons the bouse has

been grievously disappointed. The other -branch
of the Legislature has thought fit to stand between
the ivoyal Grace aud those if was intended to benefit,
and {o propose measures subversive of every law
* that counects society together Had the Commons®
House of Assembly toungl your Bill imperfect inits
provisions, and proposed the . necessary alterations
in accordance with the messages of his Excellency,
this house, whose wish it ywas to confer the rights,

privileges & immunities of British subjects without
reserve. would have willingly concurred even had -

the house of -assembly preferred to proceed by
resolutions rather than by bill—such your Commit-
tee is persuaded was, and still is, the teeling of your
house and the angiety of everv- member to settle
this great question, that you would have overlooked
the rejection of your bill and concurred in such
Resolutions, had they been framed ina way calcu-
lated to obtain their proposed object. But the
house of assembly .having rejected these obvious
* courses, has adopted one altogether new ‘and
extraordinary. ,

The principles and facts assumed and acted
upon in the amendmente made by that House, are so

2

i3+
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girectly contrary to what has ever been advocated -
in a British colony, that your Committee would Lave
been more disposed to advise your Hououra.le
_House to treat them with silent neglect than serious
cousideration. were not the conseque ces so injuri-
ous to many respectable individuals; but when they
reflected that ruin to hundreds may be the result of
the refusal ou the. part of the House of Assembly. to
adopt the recommendation from the Throne, they
think it their duty to enter with some minuteness into
the subject; for though exceedingly clear iu itself,
it has been perplexed and darkened by i lgnorance
* and mlsrepresentatxon.

It seems to be imagined that to place the mes- . -
sure upon the ineTectual footing of a declaratory law,
would be more popular than a direct and positive en-
actment. Were it so, it would be no less the duiy of -
your House to oppose amendments, which they con-
sider repugnant to the priuciples of the?&faétitution,
but it cannot be;—and your Committee are convin-
‘eed that the course adopted. by your Honourable
House, wllen seeu in its trae light, can scarcely fail
to be -approved of by thoae whom it is intended to

relieve.

~

I By the firs statute of this Legtslatnre it was
enacted, thatin all matters of controversy relaiive (0
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property and civil rights; resort shall be had.vto the
laws of England as the rule for the decision of the
same. This general prineiple having never been re-
- pealed, is therefore the law. of the province at this
moment; and however contrary its application may,
in many cases, be to the opinion of individuals, it
must be the directing rule in the courts of Jjustice,
Among other consequences following this adoption
of the laws of England, is the docetrine of allegiance
which prevails in that happy country, and which,
though simple and natural, and such as has ey er been
recognized by the ‘most enlightened nations, has in
modern times, like every other good principle, been
called in questlon ~In England, and therefore in thlS
provmce, no man can abjure his allegiance. With
the consent only of the government to which he owes
natural allegiance, can he be absolved * Protection
and allegiance are reciprocal, and include obliga-
tions from which neither party can withdraw without
the concurrent act of the other. Itis therefore a sa- i
cred and incontrovertable truth, that no subject can

more rightfully divest himself of his allegiance to bis -
government without its consent, than his government,

cau, Without his ‘consent, deprive him of its protec-

tion, because it is founded on the nature of cvil so-

ciety, and essential to its very existence. The con-

trary doctrine immediately leads to the most: da;lger-
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ous errors; for those who tell us. that since® no man
~ has the power of choosing under what governwent he
shall be born, he is,_tlierefoxje under 10 obligation to
continue h's allegiance to it lenger than ke pleases,
_ must likewise admit that chiidren are under no obli-
gation to love, honourand obey their parents. except
so far as-itaccords with theirinclination. because they
were never consulted whose children they should be.
~ The doctrine of allegiance which h prevails in
.Great Britain and this proviuce, was also that of the
United States -while they continued appéndages of
the British empire. The inhabitants of those states
were British subjects, sharing iu all the privileges of
such, and liable to the duties incident to that honor-
- able appellation ;—they could- not withdraw from
their allegiance at their own pléa ure, nor divest
themselves of the obligations w hich it imposes. with.
out the consent of the British Legislature. - The his-
tory of the rebellion illustrates the truth of this doc-
trine.and proves that it was so understood on both.
sides of the' Atlantic. 'For when the irhabitants of
- the eolonies, now the United States, revolted from
the parent state. and by a solemn and formal _publi¢
act, renounced their allegiance to the knig and go.
vernment by their declaration ot indepeundence in-the
year, 776. they were not by this exparte procee Jing
discharged or absolved froin their allegiance, and

4
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all their subsequent acts during the war, were by the
Iow of uanom as much overt acts of treason and re_

_ bellion, as lt they had made no such formal repuncia-
tmn. But wiren His Majesty, by e treaty oi 183,
which was concluded by auihoruy of Parliameut, re-
coguizedvlhat independence, which the 1¢volted co-
lonies had declared seviil years before, then, and vot
till then, was the boud of union tor ever cancelied,

‘and he constitutional obligations-on hoth sides we-re

by this concurreat act, as co np:eiely dissotved as if
they had never existed.” This positive aud express
dissolution of the original co.apact extended toall .
the ivhabitants oftherevolted colonies exceptingsuch
as were still disposed to adhere to their former alle-
giance, to whom a given time to evince that disposi-
tion was allowed. but of which if they did uot avail
themselves, they were to be considered_citizeus of
the United States, and consequeatly aliens, and for
ever excluded from the rights and privileges of Bri-
tish subjects, unless subsequently naturalized by cori-
forming to the laws regarding ‘oreigners.—From the
ratification of the treaty of 1783. the inhabitaits of
the revolted colonies, now the U.nted States, became
with respect to British subjects, as much tbrejgx:ers
as the people of France or Chin+* Upon this prin-
ciple the two nations have acted both in their exter,
nal and internal policy, and it has been their unmform
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practice to treat each other as foreigners.

5

\ | 101G G e 1
IL. The Public or External policy cf
- . the two Natz’ohs.

Tue Navigation Laws were put in force against

the United States as soon as the Treaty was sigred;
"they were restricied in their intercourse with the
West.india Colouies, and prohibited from any com-
.mercial dealing with the possessions still remaining
to Great Britain on this Continent. In the order in
eou‘x}cil, dated 26th December, 1783, some modifica-

DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE
JULY 4r1ug1776.

— GRS e

# WE, the representatives of the United States of Amerieca in Generat
Songress assembled, app aling to the Su reme Juige of the world for the
rectitude ot our intentions, do in the name, and by the avthori v of the gaod
prople of these Coloures, solennly publish and declare, that these United
Colonies ar , and of right ought to be free aud independent Stutes: and
that they are absolved from ail all~giance to  he British Crown. and that
all political conn xion between them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totatly dissolved ; and -hat an free and ‘ndependent States, they
have fall power to levy war, conclude pea-e, contract alliances, establish
eommeree, and do all other acts and tainge which iudepend  nt Sta‘ex may
ofright do  Aud for the supnort of this derlarvation, with a firm reliance on

_ the protection of Divine Providence ‘ve mutually pledge. to each other, our
-}ives, aur fortuoes, and our sacred honor. .

Sigued by order, and in behalf of 1be Congress,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

ATTEST,

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary,
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tions in favor of the United States are admitted,
but these are all prefaced with the words * uutil
further order,” which implies that they were not con-
sidered matter of rigiit but of grace, and might be
recalled at pleasure. Now, this very order regala-
ting trade and the exceptions allowed in certain
cases clearly proée, that the Britisk Government
considéred that of the United States as a foreign
pvower,and that no other privileges were to be graut-
ed toits citizens than were permitted to Sweeds,’

. 1782 /
By the 22d Geo. 3'- AN ACT of Parliamen’ was passed granting to the
Chap. 46. s Crown powers for uegocia:ng, or concluding, 8 geueral
or particular peace, or trace, with the whole or with any part of the Coloniesy,
and for setting aside all former laws whose operation was in contravention
of that purpose. . .

- I
In consequence of this law the definitive Treaty of Peaceand Friend-
ship between His Britannic Majesty and the Umited Statés of America, was
eoucluded and signed at Paris, the 3d day of September, 1783 ; the first arti-
cle ot which is this,

Lo “ His Britannic Majesty acknewledges the 8aid United States, viz i

s New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Iviand and Providence Planta-
¢ tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Delaware, Mary-
« land, Virginia, North Carolina, aud Georgia ro be Fiee, Sovereign aud .
« Independent States ; that he treats wih them as such, and for
s himself, His beirs aud successors, relinquishes all claims to the Govern
« ment, Propriety,avd Territorial rights of thesame, and every part thereof.

4 This made ope of the Provisional articles of Agreement, and was
# confirmed by Parliamen: on the 21s7 February, 1783, which adopted among
« othier resolutions respecting the Treaty ot Peace, the following,

% That His Majesty in acknowledging the independence of the Uni-
« ted States of Jmerica by virtoe of the powers vested in him by an  ct of
¢« the last Session of Parliament, entitled, ¢ AN AcT to enable His Majesty
¢ to cocclude a Peace or Truce with certaiu Colunies fu North Amesica
¢ therein meutioned,” has acted in perfect compliance with the necessity of
¢ the times, andin conformity with the seuse of Parliamént”

This treaty was afterwards accepted and confirmed by Congress; and
from that moment, the two nations were foreigners to each other.
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Danes or Russians. In the act of Parliament passed
early in 1783; for regulating the commerce between
_ England and the United States the words *“ British
Sabjects” are. used in contradistinction to the words
« inhabitants and people of the Umted States;” and
in the intercourse with the West India Islands only
- British subjects and British built Ships, owned by

- His Majesty’s Subjects, are allowed, and the Inhabi.
tants of the United States are strictly excluded. The
same phraseology is observed in the Law passed for,
regulating the commercial intercourse between
Great Britain and America‘in 1784, and so much ex-
asperated were the people of Massachus. t's at this
Act, by which that State was excluded from a most
lucrative trade which had enriched it while a Colo-
ny, that in its feeble madness it passed an Act on
the 23d of June, 1785, prohibiting the exportation
from any Port or Harbour of the common-wealth, of
any goods, Wares or Merchandize the ‘growth, ma.
nufacture or produce. of any of the United States, in
British Ships, on pain of forfeiting the Vessel, &e. &e.
SThus giving the first specimen of the non-intercourse.
and embargo laws,which were to prostrate the pow-
erof ‘Great Britain, but which all recoiled on the
heads of their promoters.

That the British government never relaxed from
enforcing the Navigation laws against the Inhabi~ -
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tants of the United States; is suﬂicien‘tly evident from
its conduct every year, till the Commercial Treaty
in 1794; for, in 1785,an Act passed the British Par-
Kament, confining, ‘for a limited time, the trade
between the porisof the United States and His Ma-
jesty’s subjects in the Island of Newfoundland. to
bread, flour and live stock, to be imported in' none
_ but British built >hips, actually belonging to British
subjects aud navigated accordiug to Law: | hese va-
Tious restrictions gave much ‘offence to the U. States,
which had. while colonies, complete freedom of trade
_withall their Sister colonies.as well as -the. Mother
nou:;try, and although proid of having achieved their
md‘opendence, they were unmllmg to pay the pe-
nalty. :

It mnst be confessed that the restrictions un-
~ der, which their commerce laboured, were produc-
tive of the most serious evils; the merchants found
themselves incapable of contending even in their
own ports with foreiguers, nor did matters assume a
better aspect untill the new constitution- went into
operatlon in 1789, which enabled Congress to regu-
late commerce and cloathed the Executive brauch
of ihe Legislature with sufficient authiority to form
commercial treaties and to secure on the part of the'
United States, their faithful observance which the
former Government was unable to do.
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The two nations from mutua! irritation, eaused
by the new relation in wiincii they stood to vue ahe-
th:r, seemed to be receding further and further irom
oue another till Jay’s T'reaty went inio operation,
‘the ninth article of which proves that the Legsia-
ture of each considered the. subjects of the oner
aliens ; for it is stipulated, *that the British subjects
% who now hold lands in the Territories of the Uui-
“ ted States, and - American citizens who now hold
“lands in the dominions of His Majesty, shall contie -
S nue to hold them according to. the nature and
" «fenure of their respective States and titles therein;
% and may graut. sell or desv;se the same to whom
% they please in like manner as ifthey were natives;
¢ and that neither they, nor their heirs, or assigns,
s shall sofar as'may respect the said linds and the
“legal remedies mcident thereto, be regarded as
$'aliens.”

Aa exception is often the most convincing proof
of the existence of the rule, Here British'éubje('ts
and American citizens are declared by a delibe rate
act of the legislatures of each ‘nation respectwely,
- aliens to one another, to all intents-and purposes, ex-
cept in the single instance of certain lands held it the
signing of the treaty ; but the privilege does not ex.
tend to other lands that might afterwards be acquirs
ed, aor te any other right or privilege; In truth-- the
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_ whole treaty proves the sthects of each, alien to the
other; forifthey had not been so, had not the Ame-
rican citizens been aliens. nosueh treaty would bave
been necessary, and they would have very quickly

“availed themselves of their privilege as British sub-

. Jects, in renewing that free and gaiuful trade with the

Britich West Indies, which had enrichied them while

colonies. But, as citizens of an independent state

- and aliens, these poris were closed against them,

and the navigation laws strictly enforced.

“@.——_ i
-

- XIL Internal Policy of the two Nations.

Your Committee having: thus proved that in all
their public transactions both nations considered
themselves foreign or alien to one another, are de-
sirous ol calling ihe aitention of your honourable -

bouse towards their internal policy.

. he alien law, passed on the 6th of July, 1798,
during the administration of President Adams, made
it lawiul for the President of the United States to or-
der all such aliens as he should judge dangerous to
the peace and safety of the Umted States, or should
have reasonable grounds to suspect were concerned
in any treasonable or secret machinations against
the government thereof, to depart out of the tesvi-
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tory of the United States, within a hmited time. ex-
pressed i the «aid order; and if such alien disobey-
ed. not having obtained a licence from the President,
he should, on conviction, be imprisoned three years.
The act proceeded to allow the President to give a
licence to remain to aliens who proved to his satis-
--faction by evidence, taken before such persons as he
might direct, that no danger was to be apprehended
from them, on sucb conditions and limitations as the
President might judge proper. ‘A prodigious cla-

mour was raised by the democrats in the United . .

States against this law when first enacted; but all
parties aré"s;tkigﬁ%d”fhat it was salutary at the time;
but whether it has been repealed, or modified into
the alien enemy-law new in force, your committee
have not the means of discovering. The provisions
- of this law are_so very similar to one of our own sta-
tutes, against which so unreasonable a clamour has
been excited, that your comuttee have appended
both to this report, by which it will be seen that
where the two laws differ, it is wher: ti= law of the
United States is the more severe *—Al: British sub-

‘THE ALIEN LAW OF THE UNITED STATES.

* Section 1st—BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Hepresen.
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall
be lawful for the President of the United States atany time during the continn
ance of this act, to order.all gsuch aliens as he shall judge dangerouns to the
peace and safety of the United States, or shall have reasonable grounds to
suspect are concerned in any treasonable or secret machinations; against the

+government thereof, to depart ont of the texritery ef the United States wishin .

G
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jects residing in the United States are subject toan
alien law, which'is more rigid than the law in Eng-
land, although the position of the two countries, in
respect of danger from a vast influx of foreigners, is
very different. As in the United States all persons
bora within the territories of the British empire are
deemed aliens. so in Great Britain citizens of the
United States coming to that country are held to.be
foreigners, and were obliged to report themselves

to the alien office, and some of them were ordered )
to-depart. the -kingdom, among 'others, the famous = = ..,
Aaron Barr. - Tl e ) e

3 \\l* * t
&

such time as shall be expressed in such order, which order shall be served
on such aliev by delivering him a copy thereof or leaving the same at his
usual abode and returned to the office of the Secretary of state by the Var-
shal or other person fo whom the same shall be directed ; aud in cdse any
ahen so ordered to depart shall be found at larze within the United States
after the tire limited in such order for his departure, and not having obfained ’
alicense from he President 10 reside therein, or having obrained such license !
shall not have conformed thereto, every such alien shall on conviction theére-
of be imprisoued for a term not exceeding three years, and shall never after
be admitted to hecome u citizen of the United States. Previded slways and
be it further enacted, that if any alieti so ordered to depart, shall prove to
the satisfaction of the President by evidence to be taken before such person
or persons as the President shafl direct,’ who are for that purpose hereby
authorized to admnister oaths, that no injury or danger to the United States
will arisefrem soffering such alien toreside therein, the President may grant
a license to such alien to remain within the United States for such. time as
be shalljudge proper. and at such place as he may designate; and the Pre- -
sident may also require of such alien to enter intoa bond tothe United States
in such penal sum as hemay direct, with one or more sufficient pureties to the
satisfaction of the person authorised by the Presiden- to takeé the same, con-
ditioned for the good behaviour of such alien during his residence in the -
United Sta.es, and not violating his license, which license the President may -
revoke whenever he sball thiok proper —July 6fk, 1789. .
. . — D — . !
1804 - Be it enucted &¢ That from and after the passing of

44th Geo' 3, &this Act, it shall and may be lawfu! for the Governor, Liea-
Cap, 1, Sec 1 Y tenant Governor, or Perdon admivisiering the Gevernment
‘of this Provinew, fur the Members of the Legir ative and Executive Coundils,
the Judges of His Majesty’s Geurt of King’s Bench for the time being,

H
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1t is further worthy of remark, that during the
late unhappy contest between the two countries, ci-.
tizens of the United States in Great Britain, or in this- -
province, were treated with far more consideration
and lenity than British subjects residing in the Unit.
ed States. Now that there is peace and friendship
between the two nations, and great mutual inter-

-~ course, it might beé expected, if any relaxation were

thought expedient, that the time for making it has
arrived, nevertheless the situation of a subject of ei-

respective'y, or for any person or persons auforized. in thprl;,ehalf, by an
instrument upder the “hand-and seal of the Governor, Licutenant Gevernor,

.or person adminfs ering the'. Governmenrfor the time being, or any one or

more of them, jointiy or separitély, by wairant or warrants under bi -or their
baud and seal, or hands and seals, to arrest any person or persons, not ha-
ving been an inhabitaut or jnhabitants of this Province for the space of six
months next preceding the date of such warrant or warrants, or, not having-
taken the oath of alleghance t. our Sovereign Lord the King, who by words,
actions or other bebaviour or conduct, hath or have eudeavoured. or hathr
or have given jnst cause to saspect that he, she or they is or are abuunt to en-
deavour to alienate the miads of His Vajesty’s subjects of this Proviuce from
his person or government, or in any . wise with a seditious intent to disturb
the traungnility thercof, to the -end thatsuch person or persona shall forthwith
be brought before the said person or persons sv grauting, such warrast or
warrants against him, her or them, or any other person or persons duly an-
thorized to grant such warrant or warraats by virtue of this Act; Aud if such
person or persons, uot being such inhabitant or inhabitants ar aforesaid, or
pot having taken such path of allegiance, shall not zive to the person or per~
sous so granting auch warrant or Warrants, or so authorised as aforesaid, -
before whowm he, she or they shall be bronght, full and complete satysfaction
that his, her or their words, actions, conduct or heh.viour had no such ten-

" dency, or were not intended to promots or encourage dissaffection to His

Majesty’s person or government, it sha!l and may be lawful for eact or any
of the said persons so grantiog such warrant or warrants, or so authorized as
aforesaid, and he-and they is and are hereby required to deliver am order or
ordersin writing, iosuch persen or pergous not being such inhabitant or in-,
habitants asaforesaid, or not having taken such oath of Allegiance, requiring
of him, her or them to depart this Province within a time to be limited by .

-such order or orders, orif it shall be deemed expedient that he, she or they"

should be permitted ta remain in this Proviace, to require fiom him, her or
them pood and suffi-ient security, 10 the satisfaction of the person or persons
aeting under the anthority hereby givea, for his, her or their geod behavicer,
duriug hisy her or their continuauce therein. .
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‘ther nation residing within the dominions of the other. -

is that of an alien.

A British subject in the §

' United States—

1. Cannot serve as a ju- ||

Tyman.

2. Can enjoy no station
of profit or honiour under
the governmente

3. Can hold no land.

4. Cannot vote for a
member of Assembly or
Congress.

- 5, Cannot” become a
member of the Leglsla
ture.

6. Can derive no beune.
. fit from the nawigatio:
laws above other foreign
ers.

An American citizen -
Great Britain.

1. Cannotserve asa ja-
ryman. ‘

2. Can enjov no station
of profit or honour unde*
the government. -

3. Can hold no land.

‘4. Can neither vote for
gqr become a member of
p&rimment.

5 Can derlve no bene-
it from the navigation |
‘aws above other iorexgn- '
aps.

These disabilities xixgy be wholly or in part, re-
moved by laws existing in either country, or by a
special law for a particular case, provided aliens
qualify themselves to receive the benefit; but'solong
as they preserve their respective allégiances unim-
‘paired, they are aliens in either country. As the’
eencurrent act of a subject, and the government to
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which he owes natural allegiance, may dissolve this
tie, so may the concurrent act of a government and
an emigrant produce this tie : and the emigrant may
thus become entitled to all the benefits and privile-
ges of a natural born subject, This is called natu-
ralization, and obtains both in Great Britain and
~ the United States, though in a different manner. In
regard to naturalization, it is to be remarked, that it
proceeds upon the fact, that the person to_be natu-
ralized is an alien or foreigner, otherwiseit would be
ananomaly. Most nations have been very cautious
in_admitting strangers into.the rights and privilegeé
of natives, and therefore their laws on this subject,.
have been in general very carefully drawn up., Na-
tions- may, in many respects, be compared to families,
but families are not much disposed to admit strangers
" to share in their domestic privileges, unless compel-
led by a strong necessity; and accordingly we find
among all ancient nations the greatest jealousy exer-
cised in this matter, and that, unless for the purpose
of providing for future defence, stranrrers were sel-
dom admitted to a full participation of the privileges
and immunities of natural born subjecte. This jea=
lousy is'sanctioned by the feélings of nature ; per-
sons to associate must have a common object,a com-
munity of sentiment and feeling, and the same lan-
guage, But these elements of union are seldom
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found in a foreigner, and are therefore difficulties to
‘his admission i in- limine, which he is rarely able to
overcome. Some parucular causes have produced
relaxations. Aiter a lonig war, strangers have been
. invited to fill the place of tiyose who had fallen in bat-
tie; or they have been invited to assist in the wars
of the natives, or to people parts of their territories
1aid waste by pestilence or war, or to assist in the
settlement of foreign. possessions; and exceptions
have sometimes been made for commercial advan-
- tages, '
" Nitions frequently at their commehcement are

-disposed to associate strangers with them w:thout - f ‘

any difficult preparation. Thug Athens, undef its..
first King, _admitted strangers oir¢asy terms” to ‘be- .
' couie citizens, but after she became a republic, and

Ca dlstmguxshed in Greece, it was extremely diflicalt to

become a citizen; nay, it was considered presump-
tuous tor foreiguers, though at the head of armies, or
on thrones, to aspire to so great an honour; and on-
ly a very few persons who were eminently celebrat:
ed, were admitted to this distinction. Among the
Romans, no foreigner was allowed the privilege of
‘a native, except the inhabitants of some Itahan cities,
until after the destruction of the republic, when the
Emperors conferred it first upon whole provinces;
and at length upon the whole empire.
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In England and Scotland partial naturalization
Taws have not been unfrequent, but {ill the 7th of -
Queen Any, chapter 5, (1709.) no law of a general
charaéter on this head had ever been enacted. Du-
rmg that sesston an act was passed for the general
naturallzauon in England of foreigun protestants,
which continued in force about three years. The
law was unpopular; it was considered unwise to
open the door so widely, althougl many conditions
and qualifications were necessary to acquire its be-
nefits, and it was therefore repealed. ) '

' The naturalization laws now in foree in England,
are partial, exteuding to particular classes, sach as
- foreigners serving in the navy, army., or whale fish- .
ery, with the exception of sltttng in-Parliament, be-
ing of t_he privy council, or holding offices or grants
" of land from the crown. ltis not, however, difficnlt '
for individuals to get-private acts of naturalization
passed in their favur, with the hike Iimni&tibus ; but
aithough a geueral naturahzation law was not endu-
red in b..ngland for any length of time, as there was
no necessity for measures to inzrease the population
more rapidly than it was naturally doing, it seem-
ed’ advantageous to encourage emigration te the
Nor.h American colonies, which embraced immense
tracts of uncultivated lands. Accordingly the 13th
Geo. 1L cap. 7. was passed.for naturalizing foreign-
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ers in the North American colonies, and was nearly
a transeript of the general one, which had been, for a
short time, in force in England. This act was pas- -
sed chiefly for the purpose of inducing foreign pro-
testants to come and settle in the colonies, [now the
United States,] which were at that time weak, and
exposed to the danger of incursions from the Indians
or French of Canada. It was passed ata time when
there was no such nationas that of the United States,
and cousequently could not have any reference to
it; yet as 1t has been rccognized by subsequent acts

. ~of the British' Parliament, it has been construed to
- extend to foreign protestants who have emigrated

from the United States. Assummg this’ construction

-as correct, then épso facto it can apply to them only

as forelgn protestants ; for the preamble of the law
asserts this, and eonsequently, if it include Ameri-

* cans, it is because they are Jliens. In order there- -
fore to beuefit by its provisions, they must comply

with its conditions ; nor are these so hard or revoli-
ing (as will afterwards appear) as those required of
British snbjec:s before ihey can become citizens of -
the United States. Much’stress has been laid upon

‘ thé 30th Geo, 8. Cap. 27. but it merely remits to set-

tlers the duty on the “Ooda they bring with them,
and has no reference whatever to their cml nghts.
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These two laws contain all the provisions made

 for the naturalization of Emigrants into this colony ;

but before your committee advert to the corditions

- they réquired, it becomes necessary to examine the

laws of the United States on the same subject, that

- we may be enabled to contrast them with one ano-
ther.

After the peéce of 1783, the United States found
themselves possessed of an immense territory, a small

part of which only was thinly inhabited, while thou- .

sands of square miles were without a seftler. 1t was
natural ard wise, therefore, for them to encourage
emigration ; and accordingly an act for establishing
an uuiform rule for naturalization, was passed on the
29th of July, 1795. This law has uudergone some
trifling modifications since .that period; and your
coinmittee beg leave to contrast its provisions, as it
is now acted upon, with those required by the 13th
Geo. Il cap. 7. that it may be seent how much more
honourable and delicate the demands of our parent
state are upon those who seek to become her sub-
g’ects, than those made by the United States,



(38)

The 13th Geo. 2, Cap. 7 re-
quires of American Protestant
citizens in order to become a
British subject in this Pro-
mnce.

1st. That they shall remain
"In the colony seven years with--
out being absent more than two
months at any one time, before
they can sit in.the House of
Assembly.

“i

2udly. That they shall take
the Oath of Allégiance to King
George ,-another gath abjaring
the Pretender, once required,
now omitted.

2

3rdly
themselves to be Uhristians.—
This, with the oath, to be taken
‘before the Chief Judge or olher
Judge of the colony. :

4thly, That the oath and
subscription be recorded in the
Court where the Judge pre-
sides, and also in the Secreta-
xy’s offiee,

That - they profess '

The naturalization laws of #
United States (14th Armi,
1802) requives. of a Cana-
dian or any British subject in,
-order to become American ci-
.tizens.

D

1st That they shall repogt
themseives to some court -of
Record immediately on their
arrival in the United States,
mentioning their names, place~
of birth, age, nation, and allé-
grance, with the country whence
they bave emigrated ; and the

place . of theu: mtended resi-

dence.

- 2ndly. That this report be -
recorded by the clerk and a cere
tificate granted, to be afterwards -
exhibited to- the ‘court as evi-
dence of the time of their arri:
val in the United' States.

Srdly. That they must reside
five years, at least, in the Unie
ted States, one of which inthe
State in which the court sits to
which they apphed for natura-
lization.

4thly That they declane at
least three years before they
can be paturalized in'open court,
upon oath or affirmation, that
it is bona fide their intention to

become citizens of the United

States.
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Btbly. That. if not a Quaker
or Jew, they shall receive the

Sacrament in some Protestant j

and reformed congregation.

5thly. That they shall at the
same time renounce for everall
allegiance to any foreign Prince,
Potentate, or State or Sovereign
ty, and particalarly by name the
Prince, Potentate, State, or So-
vereignty,.whereof they may at
the time be citizens or subjects.

6thly. A.certificate of all thig
must be exhibited to the court
when ' application is made for
naturalization. ’

| 7thly. They uiust satisfy the
court that they have resided
within the limits and under the
jurisdiction of the United States

_ | five years, and prove by two

witnesses, that they have beha-
ved as persons of good moral
character, are attached to the
principles of the Constitution of
the United States and well diss
posed towards the peace and

good order of the same.

8thly. Upon the proofs bes
ing made the oaths of abjura-
tion and allegiance shall be ad~
ministered.

9thly. In cuse they belong to
any order of Nobility, they shall
n addition to the above requi-

{ sites, renounce under- oath, in

ihe open Court, their Title or
Titles, which renunciation shall
be recorded in the said court:
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; -10thly. Before they can sit
in Congress they must have
¢eén seven years a citizen,
which with five naturalizing,
mitke twelve years. A Senator
must be nine years a citizen—
Jakl five during aaturalizing—
Fiurteen (double the time in
‘ tus Province.)

—— 52

The qualifications required under the British
acts, are easy. simple, and delicate. They offe* no
violence to early feelings & associations._nox&]o they
extort from the appliéaut an oath, which honor
and probity alike forbid. The only condition to
which a‘n"objection has been raised, is, that of taking
" the Sacrameut, but to those who are truly christians,
it surely ought notto be considered objectionables
because they are only required to take it in theirowa
Churches, the words “in some protestant and re-
formed congregation,” confine them not to one de-
nomination.—The contrast in favor of British dignity
and high mindedness, which these laws exhibit, is
particularly striking. Before any emigrant can be-
come a citizen of the L nited States, the law prescribes
that he shall. upon oath, absclutely and entirely re-
nounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any
foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty

&
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whereof he was born a citizen or subject. No condi-
tion could have been better imagined than this, for-

excluding the good, and securing admission to
the bad. ‘Had the oath’ been intended for the
express purpose of admitting the refuse of all other
nations, and repellibg the conscientious, it could not
“have been better framed. Is it possible to find 2 man
of high feelihg, who will come. into open Court and
solemnly abjure all fidelity to his lawful Sovereign
and his native land? Two citizens come and swear,
that the person wishing to become a citizen, is of a
good moral character, and that he is attached to the
constitution . of the United States; and then the
courts gravely administer an oath, which, in spite

f this evidence, proves him to be void of all proper
feeling, and without attachment to.any country or
government on earth, The condition requiring a
public rénunciation of nobility requires no comment.
Can any one with propriety, (after reading this na<
turalization law of the United States¥) prentend to

LAWS OF GREAT BRITAIN ON THE SUBJECT OF
* NATURALIZATION. . .
* AND for the better enconraging -of. foreign mariners and seamen to

¢ome and serve on board ships belonging to the Kingdom of Great Britain 3
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That etery such foreign
mariner or seaman who shall from and after the said 251h day of April, have
faithfully served on board Her Maj sty’s ships of waryor any privateer or
merchant or trading ship or ships, vessel or vessels, which at the time ofsuek
service shallbelong to any of her Majesty’s subjects of Great. Britain for the
space of two years; shall to all intents and purposes be deemed aud taken to
be a nataral born subject of her Majesty’s Kingdom of Great Britain, and
have and enjoy all the privileges, powers, rights and capacities which such
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argue, that itis e:sy for emigrants {o become citi-
zers P Can a truly conscientious man gomply with
its requisites *—¥ iom ali which 1t appears suthcient-
}y dear, that the policy of Great Lmtain and the
Luied States, both cxternal and internal, proceeds
upon the principle, that the stbjects of each ure
Aliens to the other. }

But it has been said, that the ichabitants of - the
United States have been encouiaged to come n by
Provincial statutes, and have enjoyed and exercised,
without let or hindrance, of the rights aud priviieges
of british subjects. - ’

b —
v

foreign marer or seamen could, vhouid or ought to have had and en-
joyed in cawe he had beem a uateral rorn subject of- her Majenty, and
@&ctualiy a pative within the Kiugdom of Great Brita'n ~6 Anne, Chap. 3¥
Scc. 30

’

By Starute 13 Geo 2 Cap. 3. every foreign seaman who in time of
WAr se1ves two years on board an  Eoglish ship by vir ue of the King™ Fio-
<€lamation, is ipro facte naturalized under the like restrictions 8s in 12V m.3
Cap 2 whi hSature o¢ Wm- merely proli.bitssuch natoralized foreigner from
beivg a member ot the Privy Council or Parliament, and from baving grant
‘of lands i om rhe crown : and by Statutes 13 Ges 2 Cap T—2¢ Geo 2 Cap.
44—22 Geo 2. €ap. 456—2 Geo.3Cap 25, and 13 Geo. 3 Cap 5, aV) foreign
Protestants and Jews, upen their residing eeven years in any of the Amernican
colopjes without being absent aliove 2 months at a time, and all foreign protes-
tants serving rwo years in a Military capacity there,or heiug 3 years employed
it the Whale fishery without afierv ards absenting themselves from the Rirg’s
Dom:ysons for move than ave year, and nove of them fa'ling withio the iuca-
pacities diclared by a Statote 4¢ e0.2. C=p 21, ehall be, upon takwg the
oaih: of allemance and supremacy, or in some cases waking ap affirmation to
the same effect,naturalized to all intents and purposes as if they had been born
. in this Kingdom, except as 1o sitting in Parliament or bemng of the Prwy
Conucil, anc holding offices and grants of land, &c. from the Crewn, withia
the Kingdom of Great Britain and Jreland.

“ By Statute 26 Geo 3. Cap 20 Sec. 24, 27. 28 and 29, Geo. 3, Cap-
20 re. -5, every foreigner who has established himself and fanily in Great
Britaiz, and carrvied on the Whale fishery, and insperted the produce thereof
for the ~pace of five vears ruc. essively, is declared to be entitled to all the
privileges of a-natural born subject ’

v
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IV. The Constitutional and Provincial
ACTS.

It ie quite evideat that this Legislature has 1o

power to enact laws repugnant to the coustitution

- conferred upon us by the 3ist of the late King. .In

cases not provided for by that law., we are at liberty

to act, and in no other. In as far, theretore, as rights

of property are concerned, we may proceed in af-
fording ampie serurity aad protection. But, as res-

- "NATURALIZATIOC: LAWS OF THER UNITEDR STATES

By the, Laws of the United Srates as lhey now utand, there are two
descriptions of Aliens, viz+ those who were in the Usited States at any
‘time beiween the 18th June 1798, aud the 14th Apnl 1802. aud those who
have arrived in the United States since the lust mentioned period The fol-
lowing are the conditions on which they can be paturalized, and nat ‘other-
wise.

ist. CLASS —By proviag th-xt they were residing withia and under the
Jurisdicti m of the United States before the 14th april 1802, and that they
have evér since continued to reside within the same. .

. 2d. CLASS—I5t All who have arrived in the United States since the
14th Apnil 1802, shall make report of him or hersels to the clek of any
. Conrt of record, which report shall contain the name, place of birth, age,
pation and allegiance with the country wheuce he or she migrated, and
the place of his or her iatended residence This report the Clerk records, and
grants a’ certificate under his haud and aealof office. Jf the Alien be under 21
years of age, the report must be made by the Parent, Guardiau, Master or
Misiress of the Alien: Thie ceﬂ‘ﬁcate is to be exhibi'ed s the court as evi.
dence of the time of the applicant’s arrival in the United States

2nd. After this report is made the akien must reside five years at Teast
in the United States, one of which must be iu the state or Territory where the
court sits'to which application is made for naturalization But he or she must
ar Jeast three years before that time, declare in open Courl, upon oath or affir-
mation, that it - as bona fide his or her intentiun to become a citizen of the
United States, and reneuuce, for ever, all allegiance dnd fidelity to any for-
rewgn Prmce, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whereof snch alien may at that
< time be a citizen or subject. Of this uotice the Clerk makes a record, and
gives a certificate uuder his hand and seal of Office, which, aloig with :he
certificate of report and regrstry, must-be exhituted to the court where ap«
plication is mde~for vaturalization:
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pects civil rights, we can do nothing but in accor-
dance with the constitutional statute. Now, by this
law no persons are capable of voting at any election
for a member to serve in the House of Assembly, in
either of the provinces, or of being elected at any e-
lection, who shall not be of the fall age of twenty»
one years, and a natural born subject of His Majesty,
. or a subject of His Majesty naturalized by Act of the
British parliament, or = subject of His Majesty hav.
ing become such by the conquest and cession of the
province of Canada.. Now it is evident, that per-
sons coming from the United States of America, be-
long to none of these three classes. Not to the firsty
for, ifborn before 1783, (uqnlesbs thej were U. E. Loy-

8rd The Court must be satisfied of the aforesaid residence, and i: must
be proved by the téstimony of two citizens, that the alien during the time
thas behaved as a person of good moral cbaracter, and attached to the princi-
Ples of the constitution of the United States, and well disposed towards the
good order of the same. Upon this proof being made the oath of abjuration,
wiz: that the applicant doth absolutely and entirely rerounce and abjure all
allegiance aud fidelity to every foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty
whatever, and particularly by name the Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereign-
ty, whereof he was before a citizer. or subject, is administered, and after-
wards the oath of Allegiance to the United States, The oath of the applicant,
eanmot in any case, be admiited to prove the residence. :

4th. In case the alien applying to beadmitted to citizenship, shall have
borne any hereditary title or been of any of the orders of Nobility i the
Kingdom or state from which he came, he shall, in addition to the above re-
quisites, make an express renuunciation of his title or order of Nobility in
the court to which his application shall be made, which renunciagiou shall
‘be recorded in the said court. ) o

5th. Provided, that no person heretofore proscribed by any state, or :
who has been legally convicted of. having yoived the army of Great Britain
during the late (or revolutionary) war,sball be adwitted a cuizen as aforesaid,
without the consent of the Legislature of the state in which such person wag
proscribed.  Provided always, that no subject of any country, siate or sove-
reiguty, with whom the United States shall be at war, 8t the time of his ap~
plication, shall be then admitted to be a citizen of the United States. -
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alists, or adhered to their allegiance) their title to be
deemed a British subject, is cancelled, as has been
fully shewn. Nor can they belong to the second class,
for they have not complied with the conditions of the -

naturalization laws; aud that they cannot belong to
the third class, is sufficiently evident.

In regard to the Provincial Acts; which appear
to bear on the subject, they are all of a disqualifying
nature. The first 35th Geo. 3. cap 2, provides, that
no person or persous of what condition soever, com-
ing from any port, place, or cbuntry, not being under
His Majesty’s government, at the time of the passing
of the Act, and not having been bona fide subjects
of the King, for and during the term of seven years
next preceding the passing thereof, should be eligi-
ble to be proposed, chosen, or elected as a Repre-
sentative, and until such person or persons should -
have resided for and duripg the space of sevenyears,
next ensuing the day of his coming into and settling
as a subject of the said province. When we revert
to the situation of Europe at this period, and the
numbers of disaffected persons continually going:
from the Imperial kingdom to France and the United
States, it is evident that this law had such persons
particularly in view; and if it be construed to refer
to the case of persons born in the United States, it
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presupposes them to have lost their allegianee,- and
that tuey can only become entitled by complying .
with the provisions of 13th Geo. 2 cap. 7. It is man.
ifestly a law of purgation. British born subjects
have, by swearing allegiance to anether state, pla-
ced themselves, at least for a time, in the situation of
aliens, and may consequently, during that time, have
imbibed ideas and sentiments hostile to British views
and institutions. ‘| herefore, it was deemed reason-
able, to prevent them from exercising auy civil
rights until after a residence of seven years.

_The 54th of the late King chap, 4. extended the
period to fourteen years and required the candidate
to be possessed of lands assessed at £40 and of
other ratable pioperty to the amount of £160, in all
£200. This, which considering the situation of the
colony, and the ‘way in which many acquire a settle-
ment in it, was certainly an excellent law, and a
great improvément on the former, was repealed n
1818 by 58th Geo. 3. cap 9. which reduced the tme
to seven years, and the qualification to £b0.—
This is now the law of the land, and proceeds m its
provisions in acgord-mce with the 13th Geo. 2, which
must still.be complied with before it can take effect.
In fine, these'two last statu\es, take their bearing from
the first, which evidently points at those Dritish sub-
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jects who had lefl their country, relinquished their al-
legiance for a time, and were now to resume it.

e 1 Ca—

V. IT IS ASSERTED THAT AMERICAN CITL
ZENS WERE INVITED INTO 1 HE
PROVINCE,

Durrse the American Revolution, the inhabi-
tants- were dividedinto two divisions, those who ad*
hered to the King. and these who joined the stand.

~ard of revolt. The latter prevailed, and on the re-
establishment of peace, the former, who had preser.
ved their allegiance, sought an asylum in the colo-
nies that remained faithful to the crown. - Numbers
removed to Bermuda, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, and still greater numbers came -and settled
in this Province. ‘T'he Provincial corps, and one or
two regiments of the line, were the first to settle in -
Upper Canada, in the district of Niagara, and along
the lower part of the St. Lawrence, between ng-
ston and the Point au Bodet. Soon after, all the
Refugee Loyalists, who had, from time to time, es-
caped into the Lower Province, and were living in
Montreal and its vicinity, removed to this country
and were settled in the Bay of Quinte, and in the
Johustown and Eastern districts. All these had left

the colonies during the rebellion; but there were
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thousands who had not taken arms on either side,
but yet who wefe strongly attached in their hearts,

to the King; and who could ot endure to become
the subjects. of the United States. These made ear-
‘nest enquiries to know whether they would be recei-
ved if they should remove into the province. There
~ were many likewise who had been active in the con-
test, but who were. at ﬁrst, inclined to remain on ac-
count. of their connexions and property, but the
hostile feelings whicli had been excited, and the -
jealousy and suspicion with which they were treated
by the new government, became at length so har-
rassing, that they determined to remove into the Bri- A
tisb dominions. - These different classes with their -
conuexions, were for many years coming into the
cduntry, as their circumstances permitted, and the
British government, appreeiating their loyal motives,
with its usual kindness and .paternalksoliciiude, ...
structed the Governor in Chief to give them an affec-
" tionate reception. ‘

Instructions were sent to Genera] Haldimand im-
mediately afier the peace in 1783, to| give Jands to the
refugee loyallsts, and to take measures for their com:
fortable settlement, with as much despatch as possi-
ble. In consequence of w»h:ch. early in May, 1784,
Deputy-surveyor_ General Collins was directed to
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locate such loyalists in the ne-ighbourhood of Sorel,
and steps were, at the same time, taken for settling
others of them along the Saint Lawrence and around

Kingston. = :
‘ In 1786, additional instructions were sent fo
Lord Dorchester, the fortieth article of which is the
following :——« Whereas many of our loval subjects
¢ inhabitants of our colonies and provinces now in
“.the United States of America, are desirous of re.
¢ taining “their allegiance to us, and of living in our
. « dominions, and for this purpose are disposed to
“ take up and improve lands in our province of Que-
“ bec; and we being desirous to encourage our said
“Jloyal subjects in such their intention, aud te testify
"« our approbation of their loyalty to us,and obedience -
“ to our government, by allotting lands for them in
“our said province; and whereas we are also desi-

“ rous of testiiying our approbation of the bravery

« and loyalty of our forces serving in otr said pro--
“ yince,-and who may have been reduced there, by
« allowing a certain quantity of land to such of the

“ non-commissioned otficers and private men of our
% gaid forces who are inclined to become settlers

¢ therein, it is our will and pleasure, that immediate-
“Jy after you shall receive these our instructions,

« you do direct our Surveyor General oflands for

“ our said province of Quebec, to admeasure and lay
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« out such a quantity of land as you, with the advice
« of our Council, shall deem necessary and conveui-
« ent for the settlement of our said loyal subjects,
« and the non-commissioned officers and private men
% of our forces, which may have been reduced in our
“ said province, who shall be desirous of being set-
“lers therein, &c.” This article then descends into
_details, as well as the othér articles, and mentions -
the quantity of lands to be given to each master of a
family, to children of such. fimily. and single men
which do not bear on the present question. The
part of the fortieth article now given, is that which
has been ever adbered to as particularising the de-
scription of persons to whom the waste lands of the
-crown were to be granted ; and from 1786 to the pre-
sent day, this has been the directing and ruling prin-
‘ciple of granting lands to applicants. On the 4th of
June, 1787, Mr. Collins is directed by Lord Dorches-
{er to accommodate such loyalists as had not receiv~
ed lands, and to give additional grants to such
as had cultivated their first locations, supported iheir
former characters for loyalty to the king and attach-
ment to the British government, and were of decent
and peaceable deportment. Mr. Collins is, at the
same time, instructed tofstate to the loyalists how es-
sential it is to their safety and the public tranquillity,
to gaard against the admission of any persons among
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them of sﬁspicious characters, and commands him te

inquive and report if there be any such, and not to

give this addition to persons of doubtful principles
_ and reputation. ‘

So early as June, 1787, Mr. Collins is informed
by Lord Dorchester, thata number of persons, who
are in no shape entitled to the protection and encou-
ragement of government, have, through the conni-
vance of connections and friends, crept inand settled
themselves among the loyalists, witheut any authori-
ty whatever. His Excellency goes on to say, that as
this may prove an object of consequence to the future
welfare of the settlement, it is proposed that an in-
quiry be held into the character and pretensions of
all new comers since the original settlement. Such .
an inquiry actually took place; for, on the 4th June,
1787, Messrs. Collins and Powell, the late chief jus-
tice, were appointed to make it. Such was the anx-
iety of government to prevent any from settling in
_ the province who had not given decided proofs of

their loyalty. :

In 1789 Lord Dorchester established land boards
in every district for the purpose of settling with great-
er facility the soldiers and -loyalists; and your com-
" mittee beg leave to call the attention of your Hon-
ourable House to the third and fourth articles of the
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instmctionl by which they were to be governed.—
Article 3d. It shall be the duty of such Beard, &c.
“to grve free and easy access to petitioners, and to
« examine info their loyalty; character, and preten-
« sions.”— Article 4th. The safety and propriety
% of admitting the petitioner to become an inhabitant
“ being well ascertained to the satisfaction of the
“ Board, they shall administer to every such person
“ the oath of fidelity and allegiance directed by law.”

Such was the system of granting lands before
the division of the province of Quebec into Lower
and Upper Canada; and so far was the government
from encouraging settlers promiscuously from the Un-
ited States. that the greatest care was taken' thag
noune should be admitted who could not give decided
proof- of their loyalty and attachment to the British
constitution.

When, therefore, General Simcoe arrived at Que-
bee, he found that, instead of inviting setilers from
the United States, the government was anxious to
discourage any person from that guarter from com-

ing into the province who was not of the most approv-
ed loyalty.

His Excellency landed at Quebec too late in-the
autumn-3f 1791, to proceed to Upper Canada ; and
during the winter he was actively employed in-mak-
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ing himself acquainted with the land-granting de-
partment, and in getting such documents copied as
it was necessary to bring up. with him, In order to
enable the Surveyor Generai appointed.for this pro-
vince, to commence and proceed with. the duties of
his office.

~

It was during this winter’s residence at Quebec,
that General Simcoe issued his proclamation, stating
the conditions upon which lands would be granted
to such as were desirous of settling on-the lands of
the Crown in Upper Canada. It is most worthy of
remark, that the same proclamation, word for word,
was issued by Sir Alured Clarke, then Lieutenant
Governor, on the 4th February, 1792, or three days
before that of Governor Simcoe. It is therefore evi-
dent that Sir Alured Clarke and Lieutenant Gover-
nor Simcoe acted in concert *.

* A PROCLAMATION,
70 such as are desirous to settle oh the lands of the crown in the
Province of Upper -Canada. -
BY HIS EXCELLENCY -
JOHN GRAVES SIM7OE.. Esquire,
Lijeutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of the said Province, and
Colonel Commanding His Majesty’s Forces, &c &c &e.

BE ITKNOWN to all concerned, that his Majestv hath, by his royal
commission and ins ructions to ihe governor, and in his absence the Lieute.
nant Governor or person administering the government for the time being of
the said province of Upper Canada, given authority and commaad to grant
the lands of the crown in the same by patent under the great seal thereof;
. and it being expedient to publish apd deciare the roval intention respecting
such graits and patents, Ido acco.dingly bereby make known the terms of
granf and settlemeat to be. )

1st. That the crown lands be eranted to be parcel of towaship,
if an inland township, of ten miles square; and if a township on uaviga-
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To this proclamation of General Simeoe, all per-
sons, other than loyalists coming.from the United

States, have been in the habit of appealing, and with

adegree of assurance. which, after perusing the in.
strument, is particularly astonishing, as it contains -
not a word,which, either directly or indirectly, invites
~any person not attached to the unity of the empire
and the supremacy of the British parliament. The
proclamation makes no particular. reference to ap-
plicants, nor was it intended that it should do so; 1ts
object was simply to state the conditions of grants of

land, and the mode of proceeding 1n order to obtain
them. The description of persons was well known

ble waters, of nine wmiles in front and twelve aules in depth, be run ont an_d"
marked by his Majesty’s surveyor or deputy surveyor general, or under bis
szuction and authority. )

_ 2d. That only such'part of the towns;hip be granted as shall remain,
after a reservation of one-seventh part thereof, for the support of a protestant

clergy, and one other seventh part thereof, for the future disposition of the
.ecrown,

3d. That no farm lof shall be.granted to any one person which shall
contain more than two hundred acres ; yet the governor, lieatenant governor
or gerson administering the government, is allowed and permitted to grant
10 any person or persons such further guantity of land as they may desire,
not exceeding:one thousand acres, over and above what may have been be-
fore granted to them. )

4th- That every petitiouer for lands make it appear, that he or sheis
jn a condition to cultivate and improve the same, and shall, besides taking
the usual oaths, subscribe a_declaration (before proper persous to be for that
purpose appointed) of the tenor “of the words following, viz. “1. A. B. do
vromise'and declare that I_will maintain and defend to the utmost of my

power the authority of the kiog in his parliament as the supreme legislature
of this Province.”,

. 5th. That applications for grants be made by petition to the governor
lientenant governor, or person adwinistering the government for the time

)
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in both provinces, and had beéﬁ;astvictly confined to
those designated in the insttuctions to Lord Dorches-
ter already noticed. . S

No change took plice in the instructions to the
land boards, which'confined them, in their admission,
to loyal subjects; and however much Governor Sim-
coe desired the rapid settlement of the province, he -
desired good and loyal settlers much mere. But we
are not left to conjecture as to.General Simcoe’s poli-
cy; forin his speech, on opening the first provincial
legislature, he says, “The great and meritorious

being; and where it is alviseable to grant the prayer thereof a warrant shall
issue to the proper officer for a survey thereof, returnable withm six months
with a plot anaexed, and be followed with a patent granting the same, if de-
sired, iu free and common soccage, upon the terms and conditions in the royal
instrictions expressed, and herein after suggested.

6th. That all grants reserve to the crown, all coals, commonly called
sea coals, and mines of gold, silver, copper, tin, iron and lead ; and each pa-
teut contain a clause for the reservation of timber for tlie royal navy of the
tenor following; ¢ And provided also, that no part of the tract or parcel of
¢ land hereby granted to the said and, bis heirs, be within any
¢ reservation heretofore made and marked for us, our heirs and successors, by
our surveyor general of woods, or his lawful deputy , in which case, this our
grant-for such part of the land hereby given aud granted to the said
*and bis heirs forever as aforesaid, and which sball upon survey thereof be-
¢ ing made, be fonnd within any such reservation, shall be null and void, any
¢ thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” ¥}

7th. That the two.sevenins reserved for the crown’s future disposition

and thé support of a "protestant clergy, be not sevéred trdcts, each ot oue se-

venth part of the township, but such lots or farms therein, as the surveyor

general’s return ofthe survey of the towaship, shall be described as set apart

for these purposes, between the other farms of which the said towuship shall

" cousist, to the intent that the lands tv be reserved may be nearly of the hke

value with an equal quantity of the other parts to be granted out as afore-
meuntioned. - ' .

8th  That the respective patentees ave to take the estates granted to
them severally free of quit rent aud of any vther expences thau such fees as
“are or may be allowed to be derranded and received by the different officers
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« trusts and duties which have been committed to the
“ representatives of this province, inadcgree infin.
v itely beyond_whatever; till this period, have distin-
“ guished any colony, have originated from the Bri-
“ tish nation, upon ajust conmderatlon of the energy
“ and hazard with which its inhabitants have so con-
“ spicuously supported and defended the British con-
- stitution.”

Is it to be credited, without the strongest evi-
dence, that a Governor using this language, would
invite those who had been but a few years before, in
opén rebellion, and who, instead of supporting and
- defending the British constitution, had abjured their

concerned in passing the patent and recording the same, to be stated ina
table authorized and esrablished by the government, and publickly fixéd up
in the several offices of the clerk of the council, of the surveyor general, and
. of the secretary of the Provmce

9th. That every patent be enteied upon record within six months from
the date thereof, iu the secretary’s or register’s oﬂices, and a docket thereof
1 the auditor’s office. B -

10, Wheasever itsha'l-be 1houg'hf adviseable to grant auy given quan-
tity to one person afgone thousand acres or under, and the same caunot be
found by reason of the said reservatious and prior grants withiu the town.
ship in the petmon expressed, the same, or what shall be requisite to make
up to such perSon the quautity advised, shall be located to him, in some other
township, upon a new petition for that purpose to be preferred.

And of the said several rezelations, all persons concerned are to tfake
notice, aud govern themselves accordingly.

Given npder my hand and seal, in the city of Quebec, the seventh day of
February, in the thirty-second year of his majesty’s reign, and in
the year ot our Lord, one thousand, seven hundred and mnety-two

JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE.
By His Excelleney’s command,

_THOMAS TALBOT, Acting Secrctar Y.
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sovereign, and trampled that constitution under their
feet? On the contrary, General Simcoe always de-
manded proofs of attachment to the British constitu-
tion from all applicants for land, and the petitioners’.
Test upon loyalty as the ground of their clgim, Ac-
cordingly the orders for land generally run thus :—
“That A. B’s petition for land having been read,
« His Excellency and Council, in consideration of the
. well known loyalty and sufferings of A, B. and fa-
«mily, are of opinion that they came precisely under
< the description of those who ought tobe encouraged
% to settle in this province, and grant the prayer of
- ¢ this petition,” &e.

It uniformly appears, that the merit of declared
loyalty and adherence to the unity of the empire,-
were in general the ‘ground of recommending peti-
tions, and when this ground was not found, the prayer
was refused. -

The assertion so frequenﬂy made, that General
Simcoe not only admitted Americans promiscuously
into the province, but repeatedly invited them, is the
most groundless that ever was made, and stands op-
posed by the strongest facts. The printed order in
Council of 6th November, 1794, directs that no set- .
tlers are to be admitted but those whose loyalty, in
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ductry, and morals shall appear to entitle them to
His Majesty’s bounty.* But there is a standing
proof of the policy of government, of which thousands
are still reaping the benefit, which is alone sufficient
to settle for ever this question, viz. the privileges of
U. E. loyalists. Ou the 6th of April, 1796, General
Simcoe issued his gratifying proclamation respecting
this meritorious class of His Majesty’s subjects, which
evinces so clearly the views and intentions of gov-

# EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, OF THE PROVINCE OF UPPER
CANADA, November 6, 1794
Present in Counct! hig Excellency JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, Esq.
Lieutenaut Governor und Commande: in Chief of the said
- Proviace, and Colowel commanding his
Majesty’s Forces, &c. &c &c-

WHERFAS the existing stute of the Province renders the continnation
of the Boaids established expressly for the purposes ot facilitating the setiling
of such lands s his Majesty, in-bis royal Beveficence has been pleared to
grant to the Loyahsts and reduced troops, inexspedient and unnecessary It
is tereby resolved that the aathority heretofore granted to such Boards, shall
fr m and after the sixth day of November, oue thousand seven hundred and
ninety four, cease and determine.

Aud whereas it is expedient, agreeably to the proclamation of his Ex-
cellency the Lyeutenaut Governor, beai ing date Febrnary 7:h 1792, that ade.
quate provision should be made for the. comphauce therewith, in the wmost
efiectual mauver It is .hereby resolved, that all pe itions whatsoever tor
gran:s of the waste lauds ‘of the erown, be made to the Ggvernor, Lieutenant
Governor, or person sdmruistering the govesument 1w council, through the
Clerk of the council, except for the immediate localion and encouragement
ot all such aw it may be ptoper to admit, #s settlers wiilin his Majesty’s Pro.
visce, and more ewpecially for the due care aud obser\anﬁe that none such
be admitted but those whose loyaity, industry und morals shal appear to enti-
tle them to the oenefits of bis Majesty’s Bounly, and revder-them useful
jubabitants of this Provitce. 1218 hereby resolved, that all persons profess-
jug the Christian Religion, and being capable ot mauual labor, who can ad-
duce satistactory vouchers of thewr baving paid obedieuce to the laws, and
led a life ot inoffensive manpers in the country where they last resided, shall
iu future be cousidered, as qualified to be admitted to the possessiou ot lauds
within this Proviuce, atter having taken apd subscribed the va. bs of allegiance
and seitiewent prescribed by act of Parliament.

Therefore any magistrate hving and residing in the county wherein
any person of such a description may wish to become a resident, s duly au-
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ernment as to those whom they wished to become in-
habitants of this province, that your committee cannot

forbear quoting the preamble, and annexing the
whole document to this report. .

% Whereas it appears by the minutes of the
“ couacil of the late province of Quebec, dated Mon-
¢ day the ninth day of November, 1789, to have been
“ the desire of His Excellency Liord Dorchester, the
“ Governor General, to put a mark of honour upon
« the families who had adhered to the unity of the

thorized fo give him a recommendation to the deputy surveyor of the couuty
or district-for a location of lauds 1a the following words.

¢ The bearer A. B. of years of age, boru in professing
the Christian Religion, and by trade a haviag beea this day examin-
ed by me, and takeo the oaths prescrihed by law, is recommended for a loca-
tion of two handred acres of land withwu this county, provided it does uot
appear from the sarveyor’s books, that hé has tad any prior grant of landsin
any district of ths Province.* .

* Given uader my hand, &c.
"#'To the deputy surveyor of
¢ the district of

And 1t 18 hereby resolved that the deputy surveyor on the receipt of
this certificate, shall proceed to make an assigumeut ugreeable to the usual
form and manuer. .

And 2s it is expedient that the fees upon such grant be made pablic,
resolved chat they be stated in this prociamation.’ )

) HaLirax,

The fee to the magistrate who administers the oath, and
grants the certificate, 20 1 0
To th deputy surveyor for the search, 01 6
For the assigument, . 0 1t 0
To the goveraor for licence of occupation, O o0
To the clerk ot the Council, 050
Total £0 18 6
"Title deed when the grantis delivered, £210 2

(Sigued) JOHN SMALL, clork of the council.
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* « empire, and joined the royal standard in America
« before the treaty of separation in the year 1783, and
% for that purpose it was ordered by His Excellency.
% in Council, that the several land boards should take
% course for presérving a registry of the names of all
“ the persens falling under the deséription aforemen-
“ tioned, to the end that their posterity might be dis-
« criminiated from (the then) future settlers, in the ba-

“ rish registers and rolls of the militia of their respec-

« tive districts, and otner public remembrances of
“ the province, as proper objects for their perseve-
« rance in the fidelity and conduct so honourable to
¢ their ancestors for distinguished benefits and pri-
¢ vileges.,” * The proclamation proceeds to grant
them the advantages so well known to every individ-

*UPPER CANADA.
By His Excellency JOBN GRAVES SIMCOE. Esquire, Lieutenaut
Governor and Major General of His Majesty’s
. . Forces,&c &e..&e.
PROCLAMSTION. -

WHEREAS it appears by the minutes of the council of the late Pro.
vince of Quebec, dated Monday the ninth day of ..ovember, 1789, to have
been the desire of His Excellency Lord Dorchester the Goveraor General,
$¢to put 2 mark of honor upon the families who had adhered to the Unity of

“the Empire, and joined the Royal Standard in America, before the treaty .

of separation ip the year 1783, and tor that purpose it was then ordered
S by His Excellency in council, that the several Land Boards should take
¢ courze for preserving a registry of the names of all the persons falhng
¢ under the description aforrmeuntioned, to the end that their posterity migot
¢ be discriminated from (the then) future settlers, in the Parish Registers and
¢ % Rells of the Militia of their respeetive districts,and other public remembraa-
¢ cer of the Province as proper objects, for their persevering in the fidelity
+¢and conduct so honorable to their ancestors, for distinguished benefits and
4 privileges.” Bat as such registry has not been generally made ; dnd as
it 13 still necessary to ascertain the persons and famil'es. who may have dis-
tinguished themselves as above mentioned ; as v-eH for the causes set forth,
s for the purposes of fulfilling His Majesty's gracious intention of setiling
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ual of this province, and which so many are enjoying
at this day. There is a distinction made between
that class of persons who wished well to the British
government, but who, from want of energy or other
causeés, did not rise in its defence, and those who bold-
ly joined the royal standard. The former might
come into the provinee, and, on convincing the local
government that they were loyal. althougb they had
not been active during the rebellion, lards were as-
signed them on certain conditions; but on those who
joined ‘the British army, in order to put down rebel-
lion, before 1783, peculiar marks of royal grace and

e o ——————————————

such persons and famities upon the landsnow about to be confirmed to them,
without the incidental eapencen attending such grant NOW KNOW YE,
that 1 have thought pioper by and with the advice and consent ot the bxe-
cutive Council, to direct, and do herehy direct all persou, claiming 10 be,
confirmed by deed under the seal of the Province, b their several possessions
who bad adhered to the Usity ofthe Empire and juined the' Royal-Siandard
in America, before the treaty of separafiou 1n the year 1743, 10 accertamn the
same upon oath, before ihe Magistrates in the Michaelmas Quarier sess10ns as-
sembled, now next ensuing the date ot this Proclamatiow, 1o such manner and
form, as the Magistrates are directed to receive the eame; uod all persons
will take notice, that if they neglect to escertam, according to the woce a-
bove set forth, their claums 1o receive deeds without iee, they will not be con-
sidered as entitled in this respect, 1o the benept of baviug adbesed to the Luity
of the Empire, and joined the Royal Standard in Aweiica beicrethe treaty of
separation, in the ycar 1783.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at our Government House in
the Town of York, thus sixth day of April, in the year of our lord one ‘bou-
sand seven hundred and ninety six, and in the thirty siath year o1 Lis Majes-
ty’s Reign.

(S1GNED)
JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE.

Gop save THE Kixne.
By His Excellency’s Command,

(S1GNED)
i E.B. LITFTLEHALES
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favour were to be conferred. And is it now to be .
.maintained thata government thus anxious o reward -

loyalty, and even to gpportion the reward to the de-
gree in which it was manifested, was equally dispos-
ed toreceive éidevqﬁgﬁ rebels, and to iutroduce into
the province those who had fought against the tathers
and brothers of its loyal inhabitants ?  Geuneral Sim.
coe fiading that his proclamation, issued at Quebec,
had been frandulently acted upon by many land spe-
culators, issued a proclamation on the 25th May;
1796, annulling all such orders as had been given
for whole towaships, but, at the same time, compen-
sating the leaders with a grant of twelve hundred
acres, and their followers, each with two hundred
acres.* General Simcoe had previously explained
to some of the leaders, as appearsfrom a letter writ-

M

. UPPER CANADA.

* By His Excellency JOHM G.SINCOE, Esquire. Lieutenaut .Gover-
nor and Major General of Fis Mujesty’s Fyrces, &e. &e. &e,

PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS in pursuance of His Majesty’s gracious intention respect-
ing the grauting aud setthug of the wuste laids of the Crown in this Pro-
vince, made kuown by my Proclamation bearingz date the seventh day of
February 1792, many peisous made applicaiions fo cerrain porious of the
ungrauted iands of the crown wi-their own names and the names of their as-
sociates, slich applications have in-various wstances been complied with,
subject to the terms held vat in the Proclamatiou atoresaid.

A .J -whereas it is 2 malter of publ ¢ no oriely that many of the said
applican s have failed iu 'he pertormance of the couditioss required ot them ;
Aud whereas others of the said applicauts who havereceived orders of coune
cily preparatory to -His Majests’s graut under the seal of the Proviuce, sube
ject te the terms aforesaid, from the wieutenant Governor in Council,y have
wilfully perverted His Majesty’s most gracious ivtentions, sigmfied i the
Proclamauon atoresaid, namely, “ that tle 1espective Patentees of such lands
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ten by his private secretary; Major Littlehales, dated
29th May\, 1793, addressed to Jacob Watson, a gen
. tleman then residing in New York, the description
of persons to be admitted, and his views in settling
the province. The following paragraph from this

should take their Estates granted to them, severally, free of quit rént, and of
“any ‘other expences thau such fees as are daly authorized and establighed,
by puniicly and openly offeri .z for sale such Towuships or portions of Town-
_ships, or by affixing an anuual reni charge, to be pmid for the grant of the
same. and by many other sivister and ilegal trausactions, in manifest viola.
tion of the principles aad conditions of the Proctamation aforesaid, and of the
teris under which they solicited for themselver and associaies, sanch Town-
ships aud portions of Towuships BE 1T AMNOWN thereforé to ail coucern-
ed, that it was thir day resolved in council, that all persons clamming to hold
lands by wirtue of an order of couucil to receive his Majesty’s grant in and
for the Townships heveinafrer named, have forfeited the sam-; that the Town-
ships of Osgood, Volford, VIoutague, Ru-sel., Kitley, Louzhborpugh, Hunting-
don, Rawdous, urrav, Clar ce, sVhithy aud Wiodhams are, and they are here-
by Je.lared to b= vacan , and free for the admission of such persons as shall
be desiious of occupyinzaud settling the same, agreeably to the terms and
conditions of the Proclamaiion ateresaid-

- And wherzas mauy other towuships and tracts of land have been appro-
priatad under orders of the Lieatepant Goveino: in Council, to various appli-
caats and their assvciates 3 And wheieas for want of intormation ju respect
of the present 1mp:ovement of the same, it any such be wmade, or the futore
intentions of the said applicants, it does nof appear to be expedient tbat such
township or tra:ts should at piesent be declared vacant. It was further re-
solved that all persons who iutend to avail themselvesof the bew efit of uny ap-
propriations made it auy towuships or tracts of laud whatsoever, should be di
rec.ed, and they aie hereby dnected accoidingly, to signify the sanie to the
clerk of the Honorable the Executive Counctl, on or before the 1st day of
Juse, 1717, and to shew cause why the order in eduuel, made 12 their be-
half, should not be declared nullaud void.

Aud 1t was further resofved, that all per<ons who\occupy lo's of land in
any of the townships or tracts aforesaid, should be direc ied to apply,and they
are hereby directed to apply, for thewr respective patenss or utie deeds, a-
greeably to the terms aud conditious specified in the proclamation aforesaid,
withia the space of s1x months, or sich tauds may be consitered as vacaor,
aud’given to other apphcams; of which all pgrsoas will take notice acd go-
vern themeelves accotdingly.

Grven under my hand and seal at the government house at Navy Hall,
the twenty fitth day of ¥iay, i the year of cur Loid one thousaud seven bun-
dred and uinety-8ix, jn the thnty sixih yearot His Majesty’s reigo.

{S16XED) . J. G. S
By Commané of s Excellency m Couneil, .
(Stgued) JOHN SMALL, C.C
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letter, which appeared, it is believed, in the news-
papers of the day, bears o completely on the present
inquiry as to merit particuiar attention. Major Lit-
tlehales informs Jacob Watson, * that no person but
« a British subject of course, can hold prbperty in
« Upper Canada, nor is the rapid population of the
“ country by any means so equally desirable as that
“ its subjects should be honest and faithful to the un*
“ ion with Great Britain.” This policy has never been
changed on the part of government; and no public.
encouragement has at any time, been held forth to
American citizens, other than loyalists, much less any
invitation given them to come into the province; and
on the part of the loyal inhabitants, no feeling in their
favour has ever been eutertamed nor is now enter-
tained.except forthose who.during the late war,mani-
fested their fidelity to the country of their choice. 1t
is not however contended. that a rigorous investiga-
tion was always had; there is no doubt but much
carelessness prevailéd at many of the land boards,
and that under every administration, citizens of the
United States came into the province through family
connexions, cheapness of land. easiness of settlement.
a spirit of enterprise. &ec. &c. who were by no means
of the deseription marked in His Majesty’s instruc-
tions,.and who. instead of feeling attached to our laws
and government, were rather hostile, or totally indif-
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ferent as to what form of goverﬁment they lived un-
der, provided it suited their views.

From all which the committce are cntitled to
infer, that every American citizen who has come into
. this province, and who has not conformed to the 13th
Geo. II. has come in entirely at his own risque; but
the number of such is very few compared with the_

mass of population, and may be aptly divided into
two classes. 1st, The. ftiends and connexions and
acquaintances of leyalists, who were followed by
their neighbours and kinsfolks, so as to produce a
sort of continued stream;, more or less rapid, from
1784 to 1812. 2d. Those who came in merely from
speculation. or fled from the laws of the United States
which they had offended.

The former class, though not numerous, contains
the most valuable, and those of them who were born
since 1783, may be naturalized at any time under
the provisioas of the 13th Geo. Il cap. 7, which re-
quires the performance of no difficult or revolting con-
ditions, but are iofinitely more delicate and easy of
" performance, as has been already proved, ‘than the
conditions demanded of a British subject before he

can be naturalized in the United States.

The second class were numerous previous to
the Jate war, and though neither class obtained, or
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could obtain, land from government, unless under
fraudulent pretences, by which its vigilance might be
deceived, yet by purchase from individuals, many
became permanent inhabitants. Of American citi-
zens coming in and purchasing lands, and settling
upon them at their own peril, the local government
could not take cognizance, unless on regular com.-
plaint, which was not likely to be made while they
continued quiet and peaceable, and while the inter<
course between the two nations continued friendly,
as was the case during the administration of General
Washington and President Adams; but when the
hostile disposition of Mr. Jefferson’s administration
began to manifest itself, the attention of the loyal in-
habitants, as well as of the colonial government, be-
.gan to be directed to the state of emigration from
the United States. As matters between Great Bri-
tain and the United States became more alarming,
the question of admittin American citizens acquired _ )
greater importance ; ang\?lthough, on account of the
smallness of their number, no serious apprehensions
were entertained, yet a general feeling- against ad-
mitting a greater “increase bq\came to prevail. This
feeling became more general when it was found, after
the declaration of war, that the enemy expected to
conquer the province by the assistance to be derived
from the citizens of the United\States, who hLad set.
tled among us. — Raise not|your hand against

%
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“ your brother,” said General Hull in his proclama-
tion to the iuhabitants of this country. ¢ Many of
% your fathers fought for the freedom and indeper:s
“ dence we now enjoy; being children, therefore,
. ¢ of the same familx, and heirs to the same heritage,

% the arrival of an army of friends wust be halled by
& you with a cordlal ‘welcome.”

Many of the second class of American emigrants,
believing with General Hull that the conquest of the

province was certain, threw off the mask, and were
so far from contributing to its defence, that thev for

ook their allegiance on the first favorable opportu-
nity, and not only retired into the territories of the
enemy, but returned with his armies, and wrecked
their ruthless vengeance, “upon the loyal mhabltants.
Yet we are told by some that American emigrants
generally behaved as well, and even better, than the
rest of the inhabjtants. Is this assertion to pass un-
contradicted in the face of the most notorious facts of -
the contrary ? That there were many among them
who vied with their brethren in arms in galluntly de-
fending the soil, is fully granted; but in proof that ma_
ny openly displayed their disaffection, can it be de-
nied that a part of the London district, .where Ame-
rican speculators were most numerous, was for a time
in actual revolt; and did not, in other parts, miany of
~ " them throw themselves under the protection ot the

N
S
3
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American generals to avoid servingin the militia ?_
And further, has it not been deemed the greatest be!

nefit accruing to this province from the war, that it
has been purged from such dangerous characters.—
The prevailing feeling of the settlers in this province
- who had been avowed citizens of the United States,
was not loyal during the late war; but as such disaf-
fected persons, fortunately for us, almost all deserted,
or disappeared,. it is but reasonable that those who
" remain should be marked with honour; and, as they
united with us in the day of danger, that they should
become partakers with us in all urrighis and privi-
leges, so that hencefoxth the mhabltants of Upper-
Canada may be entirely one, people ; and never, as
we have already remarked, was there so favorable a
momerit for doing this as the present. The late war
has purified the colony of all violently ; disaffected
persons, and we may now, with little exception, con-
fidently hope to; unite the whole populatien by com-
mumcatmg to all the same rights and prmleges

Since the restoration of peace, the question of
aliens hes been frequently agitated, particularly in .
the other branch of the legnalature, and great anxie- -
ty has been mamfested for- jits final settlement., In
1817 some steps were taken., and in 1823 resolutions
were brought up from the House of Assembly for the

concurrence of your honourable House, 50 reasona-
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ble in their nature, that nothing prevented their una-
nimous adoption but the assurance given that the
matter was under the consideration of the Imperial
Government.* And now that His Majesty’s pleasure
has been communicated, it is certainly the duty' of
the other two branches of the legislature te carry it
juto effect. And it must be confessed that, in as far
as your House is concerned, great exertions have
been made to settle the question, and to tranquilize
the public mind for ever on the subject; and it must
be regretted that a correspouding spirifhas not ma-
nifested itself in another place.

#» RESOLUTIONS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSSEMBLY.
1823. ’

RESOLVED, That by the laws now iu force in this province, all foreign

’ Protestauts are admissible to become settlers therew, ou ‘couform-

ing to the prowisione contained in the said Lawsj and that on

baving done 8o, mauy hold Jauds and eujoy all the privileges and
smmunities of natural born subjects within the proviace,

RESOLVED, That from ignorance of the Law and usavoidable difficulties,
many inhabitauts of the province, otherwise qualified have neglect-
ed or been unable to qualify themselves according to law, by which -
means they cavtiot legally exercise and eusjoy the.rights of subjecty.

wthin the same.

’RESOLVE D, That some Legislative provision. is absolutely necessary for
quienag fre muds of all such persous and securing to them the
enjoyment of their rights and properties as His Majesty’s subjects

®

RESOLVED, That this I'rovision caa ouly be made by the tmperial Par.

liameat. ) )
A true copy from the minutes,
’ (S1i6NED) . .
G. POWELL, ,

) : Clerk Assembly. '~ .
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_ The range of inquiry embraced by your commit-
tee, though wide, will not be found more extensive
than necessary to a clear elucidation of the subject,
and to set at rest many mlsrepresentatlons which have
been most industriously circulated through the pro-
vince. It also enables your committee more com- -
Plétely, and yet with.brevity and falmess, to expose
the tendency of the extraordmary amendments on
the hill which passed your honoeurable House on the
28th November last. ‘This bill intended to confer-
the-civil rights and privileges of British subjeets upon
. all citizens of the United States now resident in this
province, and included ‘the disbanded officers and
soldiers of foreign corps, which were in the British
service, with other strangers residing in"the colony,
but not subjects of His Majesty by birth or naturali.
zation. [t has indeed been said, that.the bill was
not sufficiently>explicit as respects civil rights, -but as
it was the intention of your honourable House freely
to confer thém, any amendment removing this obscu-
rity would have been readily concurred in. - Instead
of this, the amendments sent up amount to a total re-
jeetion of your bill, and to the adoption of principles’

, altogether different, as. will appear from the following
brief analysw \
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Amendments sent up by the House

of Assembly.
—t O

Wreneas a very large por-
tion of the inhabitants of thig
Province, is composed of per-
sons who have come from the
United States of America, and
who were either natural born
subjects themselves,or children
of natural born British subjects,

REMARKS.
R e

- Tuere has through the whole
discussion been an evident anx-
1ety to exaggerate the number
of the persons likely to be affec
ted by the question, and this is
marifested in the part of the
preamble niow quoted, the words
‘“ a very large portion,” imply
what is excpedmzly incorrect,
for instead of «a very large
portion” it cught té have been
4+ small, or even very small por-
tn as will appear from the
tollowing ded‘uctlons

-

In the Eastern district there
are scarcely any such persons.

In the Ottawa District very
few.

In Bathurst dlstnct itis be-
lieved none.

“In the Johnstown district not
one-tenth, and these confined
chiefly to_the county of Leeds.

In the Midland district scarce-

l ly any. )

In the Newcastle district a
onsiderable number, but few
ompared to the rest of the po-

pulation.

The same may be said of the -

Home district.



REMARKS,

—t—

In the Niagara and Gore dis-
tricts very few.-

R |
Ia the London district a con-
siderable number.

In the Western district scarce-
Iy any.

Thus. ‘only four of the eleven
districts, contain any considera-
ble portwn of such persons, and
even that is small compared
with the rest of the population,
It is indeed impossible that the
number »f such persons can be
ereat for the question refers on-
Iy to the Fither or Stock, and -
extends not to the children born
inthe Province,who are all sub-

jects.

s

¢ . There is another important
and material objection to this
part of the preamble. It in-
clndes all persons coming frem
the United States of America ;
‘thus coufoundm"'theU E. and
othe-r Loyalists with such as

‘came in of their own accord
./\

The population of this Pro-

| vince may be divided into the

following classes.

1st. U. E, Loyalists inclading
refugees.
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 REMARKS.
———

2d. British E?;uropeans.

- 3d. Persons from the United
States who did not take up arms,
but who gave undoubted proofs
of their attachment to the King
and the supreme Legislature.

_ ] . 4th. All persons born before

| 1783, who have come into the
Provicce from the United States
and who have taken the oath of
allegiance to the said States or
can give no proof of their loy-
alty.

5th. All such persons born
since 1783,who have come into
the Province from the United
States,” whether they have or
have not taken the oath of alle-
giance to those states.

Gth All Europeans not Bn-
tish born.

Of these six classes, which
embrace all the inhabitants of
this province, only three, viz:
the fourth, fifth and sixth can
be affected by this question.—
Now it is evident, that by far
the greater portion of these
three classes can at any’time,
qualify themselves under the
15th Geo. 2. Cap. 7. leaving

e
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Amendments sent up by the House
of dAssembly.

R

which said persons have with
the knowledge, approbation and
encouragement, and, In  wany
cases, in consequence of the in-
vitation of His Majesty’s Go-
verbment, come jinte,settied and
been received into this Pro-
viace,

and been treated and consider:
ed as natural boro British sub-
jects to all mntents constructions
and purposes whatsoever, not
only entitled to all the

REMARKS.
——

only such personsas were born
before the peace of 1783, and
have taken the oath of allegi-
ance to the United States, but
who have since come into this
province ; and such foreigners
as are Roman Catholics. For
‘these two descriptions of per-
"sons, and for these only, is an
 act of naturahization absolutely
Decessary.

_ These assertions have been
proved to be totally unwarrant-
ed by facts ; no document can’
be ‘produced in their support,
but many to contradict them.—

It has, indeed, been fully shewp

that no ercouragement or in-

ducement, was ever held out by
the Colonial governaent to

persons from the United States,

o.her than Loyalists, to become

settlers. There was indeed no
power to prevent them from

coming induring peace, but they

came as foreigners and settled at

their owa peril.

It has been already shewn
that no pledge was ever given ;
but it ought to be admitted that
persons coming from the Uniteq
States, have been indulged in

all the privileges and rights of
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Amendments sent up by the House
of dssem bly.

——

rights privileges and immunities
but also subject 10 all the duties,
obligations, and responsibilities
of patural bora British subjects.

REMARKS.
—
British subjects ; and so far is
it from being the wish of llis
Majesty’s Government to cir-
cumscribe this indulgence, that
the moment it is found to be con-
trary to law, the King gracious-
ly offers to make them legal ;

and the grace apvears to have
been virtually refused. So that

‘| in 88 far as the sentiments of

the persons settled in the Pro-

‘| vince, included ib the 4th and

fifth classes, can he ascertained
through their Represeatatives,
‘they are disposed not only to
coutinue, aliens, but to assume
a novel attitude in respect to
the government under whose
laws and profection they are liv-

ing.

Now it should be remember-
ed, that possession by conni-
vance or indulgence, " cannot
make that legal which is pot so.

When such persons are said
to be entitled, it must be from
some legal quahfication, but we
have already seen that there
are only two British statutes
that have ever been applied te
the sibject. -

The 1st, viz. 13th Geo: 2,
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REMARKS,
__§__

-. § cap. 7, ig certainly available to
1-all American protestant citizens
born since 1783, who have come
into the province and complied
with its provisions ; and if they
have not complied, they may
still do so, and thus entitle them-
selves to all the rights and pri-
vileges of British subjects within
the province ; but so long as
they refuge to qualify, they are
aliens ; and although neither the
colonial government nor their
neighbours have restrained them
{ in the exercise of the civil rights
of subjects, every vote they give
is illegal. The conditions re-
quired are, however, so delicafe
and easy, that to stand out evin-
ces a non-conforming d*sposition
to law and authority.

The. 24 British statute, 30th
Gee. I1. cap. 27, must be con-
sidered in connexion with the
former, and in that view, it ¢con-
fers a benefit on those subjects
of the United States who came
into the province, and complied
with its provisions ; but, like the
13th Geo. 1I. cap. 7, it proceeds
upon the principle that the per-
sons to whom itis applicable are
aliens, and to none ¢lse can it re-
fer. To such it allows a certain
amount of goods to come in du-

‘
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S

—_——

. #r""e' and from calling them
S ¢ttlers, and preventing them -
from selling their negroes, house-
hold furniture, and utensils of
husbandry, during the space of
one year. It admits them to be-
come phnters or settlers, from
which it is no constrained infer-
ence that they -might become
possessors of landed property,
after taking the oath of allegi-
dnce ; but to assert that this law
confers all the advantages of na-
turalization is to delude. Had
it cooferred the privileges of -
British subjects, it would have °
clearly expresséd them, but it
evidently leaves the law on these
particulars as 1t stood upon the
former unrepealed statute of the
13th Geo. II.

Thaf’no such persons can be
* | naturalized under the provincial
statutes, appears manifest from
the remarks made upon thiem
in another part of this report.e
They are all of a disqualifying
nature ; their provisions are all
negative, and confer neithes right
nor privilege. Only one of them
now remains in force, (the 58th
Geo.. 3, cap. 9) In as far,
therefore, as the provincial sta-
tutes are concerned, no relief
whatever is afforded to Ameri-

4
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Amendments sent up by the House
of Assembly.

—p—

and have manifested most loyal
attachment to His Majesty’s go-
vernment ;

« And whereas doubts have
lately been expressed, whether
they are entitled to the .rights
and priviléges of British sub-
jects, whereby great uneasiness
is likely to be excited in the
- minds of the people of this pro.
vince, and the honor and good
faith of His Majesty’s govern-
ment areliable to be impeached,

o

4

1

REMARKS

— -

can citizens resident in,this pro-
vince.,

The attachment of American
citizens who have come-into the
colony, to His Majesty’s govein-
ment, has been already noticed,
and its existence forms the only
cliim that can be allowed for
admitting them to the rights and
privileges of British sabjects.
On such His Majesty’s govern-
ment have sufficiently manifest-
ed their desire to confer these
benefits. But this bill goes much
further, and renders them citi-
zens of the United. States, and
subjects of His Majesty, at the
same time. Loyal attachment,
however, is not a vapour: to
be of any use, it must be an un-
dividead principle of action.

—

Instead of being matter of
doubt, it is matter of fact, that
American citizens coming 1nto
this province are aliens; and
finding it fo he” so, His Mujesty
wishes to relieve them by the
most effectual remedy. But an
obstacle has been unexpectedly
placed between them. and the
royal grace, and therefore what.
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- fmendments sent up by the House
of Assembly.

——

and it is therefore expedient for
the purpose of removing these
doubts to declare the law on the
subject.

Be it therefore declared and
enacted, that all persons who

)

[

REMARKS.
_.@.—.

ever uneasiness or injury may
arise, cannot in justice be attri-
buted to the Legislative Coun-
cil, but to the Commons’ House
of Assembly. ’

It is humiliating to take of
the liability of impeaching the
honor and good faith of His Ma-
Jesty’s government. Such lan-
guage was never perhaps used
in a legislative enactment be-
fore ; and it is the less excusa-
ble on the present occasion,
since it is His Majesty’s govern-
ment that is trying to remove
disabilities ander which certain
descriptions are suffering ; and
instead of being thanked, it is
now arraigoed. ’

Such is the- preamble of this
bill, which the Commons’ House
of Assembly are desirous of ha-
ving substituted for the one sent -
down from your honourable
House, proceeding upon asser-
tions which your committes have
shewn o be altogether unfound-
ed,’and offering a remedy for

| the evil which aggravates instead

of removing it.

There is only one .enacting
clause in the bill, and it begins

92
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_Admendments sent up by the House

of Assembly.

JEUTSU.

were born, or whose fathers, or
paternal grandfazhers were born
m His Majesty’s domiatons, and
who have since been resident in
this province, notwithstanding
they may have resided 1o, or
been citizens of the said Ukited

States of America, at or since-
the period when the independ-
_ence of the said United States

was recognized and acknowled-
ged by His Majescy’s govern.
ment, are, and shall be consid-
ered to be, and to have been, to
all intents, purposes, and con:
slructions whatsoever, natural
born British subjects ; .and to
be, and to have been, entitled
(subject to any qualifications
which the legislature of this
province has from time to tiae
thought it expedient to impose.)
to all the rights, privileges, ang
immunities of pataral born Bri.
tish snbjects.

[y

N

REMARKS.
i G e

with declaring that to be law,
which the government and jud-
ges of Greut Britamn, and the go-
verninent and judges of the Un-
ited States, have decided not to
be law, and which this House of
Assembly decided in 1823, not
to be law. ’

Hence it appears to your com-
mittee impossible that your ho-
nourable House can for a mo-

. ment entertain this clause, which
virtually placcs traitors to the
king’s government, the destsoy-
ers of our parents and friends
during the American revolution,
dpon an equal footing with our-
selves.  Treason and loyalty
are here confounded, and no'dis-
tinction. whatever-is made be-
tween those who in the last war
invaded the province, and those
by whom it was defended. By °
this law the whole population of
the United States are made Bri-
tish subjects on coming into this
province, and that without any.
1 qnaliication or restraint.

e
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The messages of His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor included under the appelation of aliens,not
only persons coming from the U. gtates, but foreigners
from Europe, and those who had’ served during the
~ war, and desired them all to be placed on the same
footing, But the-Commons’ House of Assembly se-
parate those persons coming from the United States
irom other descriptions of aliens; and although, for
the most obyious reasons, the former have much less
claim to the consideration of government than other
foreigners, it seeks to prefer them. Either the citi- -
Zens of the United States are aliens, and must remain
so until regularly naturalized, or thgy are not. If
not foreigners to us, neié\her cah we be foreigners to
them ; and therefore we have an equal right te go
into their country, and exercise all the rights and en-
joy all the privileges of natural born subjects, but
this they will not admit. We must go through a te.
dious and mortifying process before we are allowed,
auy privileges in the United States; and are they to
enjoy here what they deny us in their country? Is
there to Le no reciprocity ?  Are we lo give every
thing, and they nothmg P

The second bill, which naturalizes all who chuse
. to come nto the province, without regard to nation
or character, would not deserve the consideration of
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your honourable House, were not.the s‘pirit of the en-
actment totally mconsnstent with bnhsh feeling and

British law.
PREAMBLE OF THE BILL.

—

“ Wrrreas there are in this
Province a number of persons
not born in His-Majesty’s dom-
nions and who have pot strictly
: cpmphed with the provisions of"
various British _statutes for the
naturalization 6f Foreigners, but
who have become bona fide re-
sident in this province, and to
“whom it is expedient to extend
" and confirm the privileges . of
British subjects.

ENACTMENT.
+¢ Be it therefore enacted, &c
. Thkat all persons domiciled in
this "province who have tiken

. or may tuke the oath of allegi.’

ance to His Mujesty which the
commissioners for adminjstering
the same, are hereby required,
upon payment of one shilling, to
administer to any person offer-
Ing and desiring to take the same,
shall be entitled to all the rights
and privileges of nataral born

o

E

REMARKS.

——

This Preamble does not de-
signate the Strangers in the same
way that the messages of His
Exrellency the Lieutenant Go-
vernor describes them. .Many
of them had served in the army
and navy, and, having exposed

their lives in.our defence, have

a right even in England, on tak-
ing the oath of allegiance, to all
the rights and privileges. of Bri-
tish subjects, with the exception
of sitting in Parliament or being
a member of the Privy council,
or receiving grants of Land from
the Crown, which exceptions it
is the wish of His Majesty’s Go-

_vernmeut to abrogate within

this province.

In the opinion of your com-
mittee thig Iaw is so indefinitely
worded, that under it all the
warld may become British sub- -
Jjects hy.coming into this pro-
vince.—Even after the Roman
Emperors had given the free-
dom of Roue to cities and whole
provinces, 1t cost a large sum
for any other person to become
a Roman citizen, and those who
were frec born were still con-
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. »  ENACTMENT. -
@

Bnitish subjects, and subject to

“all the duties, oblgations, and 3

responsibilities of the same, and
that they shall be considered to
be, and that they and all per-
sons deceased who were hona
fide resident in this province
before, and at the time of
their decease, shall be consider-
ed to have been, to all intents,
purposes and constructions, na-
tural born British subjects— -
subject nevertheless to the qua-
lifications now imposed by the

laws of this province with res- |

pect to the rights of voting and’
of being elected to the House of
Assembiy.” .

KE

!
i

REMARKS.

I3

—
»
sulered supzrior to such as had
purchased freedom~-but this
law values the rights and privi-
legés of a- British subject at one
shilling only. It confines not
itself to the' descriptions of emi-
grants pointed at, but opens the
door for the worthless of all na.
tions. It requires not any cha-
racter—it allows of no delay,
and so carelessly is itexpressed,
that the refuse ot all the world
may boldly come into this pro

- vihee, (were it passed 1mto a law)

and clam the rights and privi-
leges of British sabjects. Al
other uations, even the United
States, demand of all strangers
many years trial before admit-
ting them to the rights and pri-
vileges of natives—but this bill
requires nn sacurity from emi-
grants. It admits all character,
and nations without distinction,
American citizens, Danes, Ger-
mans, Spaniards. Russians,
Turks, &c. &c. &c.

The committee would now gladly close their re-
port, butthe tendency of these amendments is so fo-
reign ‘to the sentiments and feelings of British sub.
. jects, that they cannot forbear fromcalling the atten-
tion of the House more particularly to their conse-
quences. By classing the defenders of the unity of

a
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the British empire with those who sought its division
and destruction, these amendments attempt to sap
the foundations of society, and to-consider the duty
of allegiance as a relict of tyranny. That allegiance
which is founded upon the analogy of nature, and is
essential to the harmony of the world. The daties
of a good subject-to his country, are similar to those
ofa sou to his father ; for what dees the word count.
ry comprehend? but all those characters which spring
from the domestic relations of parents, children, kin-
dred, and friends. When a son has attained to man.
hood, and the father’s care is no long‘er necessary to
support and guard him from evil, he is at liberty to
quit the paternal roof, 40 become, if he chuses, the in-
mate of another family, to form connexions with it
_.essential to his happiness, and to take up&n himself
obligatiopis of respéct, affeetion and tenderness, as
" the adopted son of other parents. But is nature’s
first bond utterly severed ? Can he return at the bid-
ding of his new friends, to ravage and destroy the
house of his childhood, and pollute it with the blood
-of those from whom he bad received life ? And yet,
this is thie doctrine of the amendments !

The peace and mdependence of every state, and
of none more than this f,olony, demand that our inha-
bitants.should not be beund by a doubtful allegiance,
but be really and truly British subjects; butif the
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citizens of the United States hLave the same righte
and privileges that we have, and can come into the
province when they please, to claim and exercise
themn, what is this but to place us under the control
and dominion of a foreign power? and thus surren-
der the most valuable section of the province of Que-
bec, a provinee which has ever been considered

o1e of the most brilliant ornaments of the British

.crown, and is associated in our minds with some of
the most splendid events which emblazon the pages
of our history. Recent achievements still more splen-
did, have indeed obscured the glory of the conquest
of Quebec, but it was once thie theme of the orator’s

: eloquence and the statesman’s pride, mspmng the
soldier with valogr and the civilian with patriotism ;
and we may be still allowed to read in the possession
of the Canadas, the fruit of those mighty councils by
which Chatham elevated tbke character of our coun-
try, and spread her glory through the world.

To see the promiscuous admission of all foreign.
ers into the province, and the declaration that Ame-
. rican citizens coming in to reside, are all British sub-

jects on taking the ocath of allegiance, not niqrely ar.
gued, but actually formed into enactments, and sent
up for the concurrence of your honourable House,
places the question respecting aliens in such extra-
ordinary circumstances, that your committee feel
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great diffidence in recommending any ¢ourse of pro-
ceeding. Had it been a matter of local concern or
of ordinary public interest, it might have been consi. ‘
dered most judicious to drop the subject for the pre-
sent, in the hope that next session matters would
come round ; but the interest of too many respecta-
ble persons are in hazard; and, therefore, it becomes
an imperative duty on the part of the Legislative
council;to use all the lawful means in their power to
relieve from the disabilities ander which they labour
the different descriptions of persong mentioned in the
two messages. '

'What ceurse is most likely to produce this much
to be desired result, your commitiee are not able with
confidence, to determine. They, nevertheless, beg

leave to submit to the consideration of your honour-
able House the following resolutions, as leading to a -
_reasonable course of proceeding. -

ResoLvep, That the Leéislative council, by their

bill passed on the 28th day of November last, and
_ sent down for the coacurrence of the House of Assem- .
“bly, evinced their intention to confer, without reserve, -
the rights; privileges,-and immunities of British sub-
. jects upon all persons, now resident in this province, |
who have been formerly citizens ofthe United States, .
and have never been naturalized by any act of the

%
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British parliament, and likewise upon persons who
have come from other foreign countries, and upon the
reduced officers and discharged soldiers of foreign
corps late in His Majesty’s service.

Resovven, That the bill was intended by this

" _House to carry into cemplete effect the gracious in-

“tentions of His Majesty, as communicated to this
House by His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
in his messages of the 15th and 22d of November,
and if passed into a law, would have completely se-

cured those different descriptions of persons in all
the rights, privileges and immunities of British sub-
jects, and for ever prevented them from being expos-
ed to the inconvenience of having them called in
question.

Resorvep, That the amendments seit up by the
Commons’ House ‘of Assembly to the said bill, are, in -
the opinion of this House, at variance with the laws
and established policy of Great Britain, as well as of
the United States; and therefore if passed into a law
by this legislature, would afford no relief to many of
those persons who were born in the United States,

" and who have come into and settled in this provmce.

Resorvep, That this House, still anxious to car-
ry into effect the messages of His Excellency of the
15th and 22d of November, is Williﬁg to concur with
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the Commons’ Ho: se of Assembly in such enactments
as may accomplish that desirable object.

Resorvep, That a message be sent to the Com

moas’ House of Assembly, requesting a conference
on the subject matter of the amendments made to the
bill ' which was sent down from this House, entitled

“ an act to confirm and quiet in the possession of their

“ estates, and to admit to the civil rights of subjects
“ certain classes of persons th&rein meuntioned,” And
also upon the subject matter of the billsent up from
the Commons’ Hoase of Assembly, entitled, “ an act to
“ secure to certain inhabitants of this province rights
* and privilegés as British subjects.”*

* THE Bill sent down by the Legislative council to the Honse of As-
srmhly, having been returned with amendments, a free conference was re-

quested, and the followinz instruciious were prepared for the guidance of the .

committee appointed for that purpose, viz -—that,

The Conferees be instructed ta propose the following amendmwents fo
the Bi!l sent down by this house, viz : To introduce before the word * natu-
ralized,” in the preamnle, the word * regularly,” to expunge the words “so
that' and jnsert « and,” after « Alien,” introduce * having never been regu
larly naturat:zed.” .

Should these amendments not meet the wishes of the conferees from
the House of Assembly, that a joint address to the King be proposed, fonnded
“upon the following Resolutions .
RESOLVED, That this house received with great satisfaction the assiran~

,ces conveyed in His Excellency the Lieutenapt Governor's uier«

sages of the 15th and 22d. of November last, that in the opinior: £ '

His Majesty’s goverument, it is advisable by legislative enactment
to confer the civil rights and privileges of British subjects vponp alt
persons now resident in the province, who have beev formerly citi-*
zens of the United States, and have never been naturalized by any
act of the British Parliament, and likewise upon persons who have

come from other foreign countsies, and upon reduced officers and
discharged soldiers of foreign corps, late in His Viajesty’s wer.
vice, aud that-His Excellency hdd received His Mujesty’s expresa
sanction to assent tothe same. . .

By
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RESOLVED, That this House would have mast cheerfully eoncurred in
sach enactmenis as would bave gived-fect to Hs VMajesty’s gra-
cious intentions, but as doubts have ariseu whether we could, con-
sistently with the provisions of the statute by which the Legislature
of this province is created, confer the rights and privileges of na.
tural born subjects, upun any who may not be entitled tfo them, it
seems more expedieat tv petition His Majesty in Parhameut.

RESOLVED, That this house present an humble address to His Majesty,
supplicating His Majesty’s wmost gracions recommendation to His
Parliament to confer upon all persons now resident in this province,
all those rights and privileges which His Majesty’s natural born
subjects enjoy in this colouy, with such limitations onigxas have
been heretcfore imposed by the Provincial enactments; and to
pass such a law for the naturalization of all Foreiguers who may
hereafter come into the province, as shall in the wisdom of Par-
‘liament, be best adapted to our circumstances and situations, and
that Bis Majesty would in the mean time, be graciously pleased to
incregse the emigration from the United Kingdom, which has been
o happily begun. -

THE COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE REPORTED.

TuAT after much di ion and an fui attempt on the part
of the conferees of the Legislative council, to induce the couferees of the
House of Assembly ta concur-in certain proposed wodifications of the first
of the said bills, the conferees of that house propss~d the following Resolu-
tion as the result of their unanimous opinion to be-adopied by the Joint com-
mittee of Conference.

Viz :==%That if there are aliens in this province no act of the Provin.
cial Legislatare can naturalize them,” which resolution being in the opinion of
the Conferees of the Legislative couucil, decidedly at variance with the in-
stractions they had received, and indeed incompatible with any thing which
they could have proposed, it precluded all further proceedings of the Joiut
committee of Conference.

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL THEN,PASSED THE FOLLOWING
RESGLUTIONS

1st. RESOLVED, That on the ratification of the Treaty of 1783 by Great
Britain and the United States of America the bond of union betiween
the inhabitants of the two countries was for ever cancelled, and the
constitational obligations on both sides were by this concurrent act,
as completely dissolved as if they had never existed.

2d: Resolved—Tha* since the ratification of the aforesaid Treatv, the fohabi-
tants of Great Britain and the citizens of the United States, have
been cousidered by all other governments, as well as their own, dis-
tinct and independent nations. )

3d. Resolved—That the external and internal policy of Great Britain and the
United States, has proceeded upon the principle that the Iuhabitants
of each country were aliens to those of the other

4th. Resolved—That the province of Quebec remained faithful to His late

Majesty King George 3d. and to the supremacy of the Imperial Par-
liament duriog the American revolution.

p
Y
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5th. Resolved—That the said-proviace was made an asylum by His late Ma-
jesty King-George 3d. for such His loyal subjects, 'whe, during the
Americao revolulion, adheied to their allegiance.

6th. Resolved—That the most earnest and graeious instructions, were from
time to me iransmitted by His Majesty to His Govervors Gene:al,
to admit into His Province ot Quebec all such persous from the
United States as had mamfested their Joyaity during the revolution-
ary war, ) .

7th. Resolred—That in consequence of these instructions the Inbabitants of
the colonies, now the United Siates, who had openiy duvrg the
Rebellion adhered to the King, or who were able to give proofs of
their Joyalty, were kindly mvited and cordially received into the
province of Quebec, and had lands and other benefits bestowed
upon them. ‘ )

8th, Resolved—That no encouragement or invitation was ever given or held
out to persons living 1 the United States, and wao had mude their
election by setthng or swearing allegiance to those States, to come
into the province of Quebec either by the Colonial or Imperial go-
vernments, .

9th. Resolved—That after the division of the province into Lower and Upper
Canada, the sawe policy of encouraging and inviting loyal subjects
only; from the United Sta es codtinued in each, and has ever been

. the mode of proceeding to this day. )

10th. Resolved—That notwithstanding the vigilence of the Provincial go-
vernment, many persons contrived to gain admission into the cole-
ny, who were by no meaus of the desciipfion intended by the Royal
ivstructions, and who iustead of feeling attached to Brifish laws and
Fovernment, were rather hostile ‘or totally indifferent as to what
goverament they lived under, provided it suited their present inter-
ests, and who deserted to the enemy during the late war.

11th, Resolved—That many cauvses combhine to perplex the alien giestion,
when apphed to persons coming from the Uuited States, which
can never apply to the case of - Foreiguers from other pations.

1st. The impossibility of distingnishing persons, vho were a few years
ago the same people, and whostill exhibit the same manpers, speak the same
language and have the same features.

2d. The facility of procuring false proofs of former lovalty, which the

t(:]qlonial government had seldom reawon at the time, to suspect, or means 10
isprove .

3d The remissness of the Land Boards employed ip admitting settlersin
the several districts of the province. .

4th, The desire of many loyalists to bring their friends, connexions and
?cqlmintanees into the province, by which they were induced pbivately to
invite them, or to connive at their arrival. These again inviting their friends
&e. a sort of stream of emigration from the Upited States continued to the
commencement of the late war:
‘ Al
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5th The temptation of fertility of woil, eaiiness of settlement, and room.
for euterprise, induced many adventurers 1o come from the United States into
the Proviuce and purchase real estate, which from the great extent of tie
colony could be doae without the knowledge of the local governmeut,

12th. Resolved, That when the Constitutional act of the 31st of His late Ma-
jesty King George 3d. Cap, 31 came into operation, the Colonial go.
vernment had no meaus of ascertaiving in many cases, who had or
had not the rights aud privileges of namral born sabjects, without en-
fering into a minute investigation of the claims of pumerous indivi.
duals, which during a period ot peace and tranquility appeared alto-
- gether inexpedient. A
13th, Resolved—That as the hostile disposition of the United States began to
manifest itself previous to the late war, the attention of the loyal
Inhabitants, was directed to the state of emigration from the United
States, and a general desire of greater strictuess in admitting settlevs
. from that country began to be eutertained. . -

14th. Resolved~~That the great number of persons, who bad comeiuto the

. Province from the” United States, and who declared for the enemy

afier the commencement of héstilinies, caused niuch alarm to the

loyal Inhabitants, aud produced a general desire amoag ths Majes-

ty’s loyal subjects, to put a stop atter the War to futuie emsgration

from that quarter unless under the provisions of & vaturalhization law,

adap.cd to the circumstances aud sitvation of the province, and ap-
plicable to the citizens of the United dtates in common with other

foreiguers. - :

15th, Resolved-~That while this House is anxious that His Majesty’s govern-

- ment would continue to eucourage vmigration from the Duited em-

pire to this Proviuce, as in every way more beneficial, it has much

satistaction in bearing testimony to the loyal conduct of those set-

tlers {rom the United States, whoremained doring the late war, and

- bravely assisted in the defence of the Province, and would rejoice

in thejr admission, without reserve, to all the rights privileges and
immunities of British subjects. )

16th. Resolved, That this house was highly gratified with the assurances cou-
veyed in His Excellency the Lieut -nant Governor’s Messages of the
15th. and 22d. of November last, that iv the opiniou of His Majes-
ty’s Government it is advisable to confer by Legislative enactments
the civil rights and privifeges of British subjects upon such citizens
of the United States and orher foreigners, .as are il truth Aliens, al-

though they may have hitherto enjoyed without question, the rights
of subjects. .

17th. Resolved—Tnat in consequence of these assurances and His Fxcellency
the Lieutenant Governor's recomaiendation, this House passed a bill
on the 28th day of November last, and sent the same down for the
concurrence of the House of Assembly, which was clearly intended
to confer, without reserve or any reser vations except those contained
in the g’tovincial statutes, the rights privileges and immunities of

- British ‘subjects, npon all persons now resident in the province, who
have been formerly citizens of the United States, and have.never
heen naturalized by any act of the British Parliameut, and likewise .
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upon persons who have come from other foreign countries, and upen

reduced officers, and discharged soldiers of foreign Corps late in his
Majesty’s service.

18th. Resvlred—That the amendments adopted by the honse of Assembly

amount to a virtual rejection of the said bill, and are m opposi-ion to
the laws and estabished policy of Great Biifain and the Uunited States,
and therefore if passed intoa statute by this legislature would afford
1no relief to wany of tbose persons who were born in the Uvited
Statesaud are now set:led in and have deserved well of this Province.

19th, leyed—'l;flat‘as these amendments are at variance’ both with law and
4

’

fact and inconsistent with the rafety gnd welfare of the province;
and as there seems to be no prospect that the two branches of the
legislature will agree in any proper method of ecarryivg His Majes-
ty’s gracieus intentions, respectiug Alieus residing in this Province,
into effect, it appears expedient to appeal mithout delay to the -
perial Government to remedy the evils resulting from the course
adopted by the House »f Assembly by which they have pliaced them-

selves between the Royal grace znd a respectable portion of the In-’
habitants of this colony. .

20th. Re:olve. That this house pyesent an humble address to His Majesty

4

suppBicating His Majesty’s Most, gracions recommeudation to His
parliament 1o coufer upon such Aderican citizens aud other Foreign.
ers now resident in this Proviuce as are not subjects, alt the rights
and privileges of patives; and to pass such a law for the naturalza-
! tion of all foreigners, whether from the United States or other coun-
tries, who may hereafter come into the province as shall in the wis-
dom of parhiameat, best »uit our sitnation and circumstacces ; and in

the meantime to iucrease the emigration from the United Kingdom
which has beea so happily begun. :

. i . .
, s‘s ‘. . ‘, . - LA
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