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House of assembly of lower Canada.

RBpttmiONS to be mOTed by Mr. Neilson in committee of the whole, on Wednesday, 10th February 1830, on
the Militia Reports of last Session.

CHAMBRE D'ASSEMBLE'E DU BAS-CANADA.

Resolutions que M. Neilson doit soumettre u la charabre en comlte general ejercredi, 10 fevrier 1830 sur les
rapports sur la milice, de la derniere uessiou.

1 o . That the ordinnnces for the bettor regulation of Ihe Mi-
litia, made and passed by the Governor and Legislaiive Council
for the laie Province of Quebec, in the years 17H7 and 1789,
were insuHlcienl, arbitrary and vexatious in their provisions, un-
necessarily burlhensonne to the subject, subversive of piTSoniil free-
dom and Ihe right o( property, and subjecting all the male inha-
bitants of the Province between the ages of 16 and SO to an ex-
ercise of Martial Latv in time of peace.

2*. That by nn Act passed in Ihe second Session of the
first Provincial Parliiiment (179:5,34 Geo. III. cap. 4, sec. 31.)
it Has " declared and enacii'd ihst from and after the pu-sing of
the said Act," the said ordinances " shall be and ibey are hereby
repealed," and other temporary provisions subitilutcd in lieu
thereof.

3 . That Ihe said provisions and other provisions for regulat-
ing the Milllia, were continued or enarted by various other
temporary provisions made by Act of the Provincial Parliament,
andconiinucdin force till the first Mnv 1816, when they expired,
and were again revived by another Act' of ttie Provi' :ial Pailia-
ment passed on the 22nd March of the following year.

4*. That durine the interval between the said Ist May 1816,
«nd22d March 1817. Ihe aforesaid onllnapces, nor any oiher law
for regulating the Miliiia, were enforced or pretended to be in
force, or known to be in exislfuce by iheinhabilanlsof the Pro-
»iiice generally, (it for Militm duly.

5°. That the provisions for regulating the Militia revived, con-
tinned or enacted by the aulhoriiy of the Provincial Parliament
at or subsequently to the said 22nd Jlarch 1817, expired on the
1st May 1827.

6'. That Ihe subsequent pretended revival and enforcing the
aforementioned ordinances of the Governor and Council of i he late

Province of Quebec, by the lulu Governor and (Commander in

Chief, was an assumption of I.fglshitive aulhoriiy, niul an at-

tempt to establish arbitriry power over the persons and property
of His Majesty's suljccts in this Province, under colour of law.

70. That in pursuance of the said attempt, the said ordinances
wore used needlissly to vex the subject, and to issue and publish
various pretiiuled .'eneral Orders of Miliila, cuiitalnliig f.il-e,

scani'iilims and libellous imputations on Ihe cliaiacter of diver",

His .M.iji'sly'sduiiful and loyal siilij>Tts In this Province, with .1

Tiew todegr.iile lliem in theuplmon of iheir t'ellowsnhj cts for the

exercise of ibi'ir right to assemble ptt/ice.ihiy for peluioiung the

v^ JKingand P.irlianitnt.aiiiiror the exercise ololhertlieiruinloubted

civil rights, unci for the pnrposeof obstructing and delernny others

^J)„^^^y^|fce wlerciiieuf the said rights.

8°. That in furtherance of the said attemi t, the said Militia

Ordinances were used as pretexts lor exeriilng under the an-

thority of Ihe l.iie Governor, an undue ami corrupt inlluence on
the election of Members to serve in this House, and to qtieslion

under colour of prerogative, the freedom of speech and proceed-

ng in the Provincial Parliament.

9 '
. That in furtherance of Ihe snid attempt, various pretended

('ourts .M;irtial wereas cmbled In the Districts nf (iuebec, .Mon-
treal,and ThrceKivirs imdiT colour nf the said ordinances, bilore

whom divers of Hjs .Majestv's sul>ji'Cts were sum noiied and
brought, harrassed with vexatious prnceedlngs and coiidi-iniu'd

to fines costs and imprisonment, agiinst which in the existing

circumstances of the Province, ihey hive no cerium and adequate
means of obtaining satisfaction and security.

10° . That the said nllempt & various other proceedings in pur.
•uance and furlherance th >reoi, are high crimes and tnisdeine,inors,

subversive of the const iiuiiouhI rights and liberties ot all His
Majesty's subjects in ihiv Province, and that the authors lliereof

ought to be brought to Justice before numc competent and inde-

pcndant Tiibunal.

11°. That an humble petition be presented to His Miijesly,

founded on Ihe said Uesii:uli.:ns, pruving that he would lake the

premises mio his gracious eonsldcration, cause ennuiiy tube
made, and justice to be done ; 10 the end that his faithful subjects

in this Province may, in all time to come, be secured against

•ioailar attempts lud proceedings.

1'. Que leiordonnances pour tnieux regler la milice, faiteset
passfies par le gouverncur et le conscil legislatif pour la province
de Quebec, dans les annfies 1787 et 1789, «taient insuHlsantes,
arbilraiies et vetntoires dans leurs dispositions, iniitilement on6-
rtuses au siijet, destructives de la llbertfi personnelle el du droit
de proprlete, t assujettissaient toute la population male de U
province, de 16 a 60 ans, a Texercice en temps de paix de la loi
martiale.

2 = . Que par un aete pass4 dans la deuxi^me session du premier
parlement provincial, (1793, 34e. Geo. Ill, ch. 4 § 31,) ila£t6
" ili;clar6 et statue, que, depuis et apris ia passation de cei acte,"
" les dites ordonriaoces seront et sont rappellees par le present,"
et il a ete substituu d'uutres dispositions temporaires.

3 " . Que les dites dispositions, et d'autres dispositions pour re-
gler la millce, out eteeiablies et coniinuees oar diverses autres
ili^spositions tempoiaires, pir acte du parlement provincial, demeii-
rees en force jiisqu'au premier mat 1816, qu'elles sont expirees
et ont etc reiablies par un autre aete du parlement provin-
cial passe le 22 mars de Taniiee suivante.

4 = . Que durant Tintcrvalle entre les dits jours, lermailSIQ.
et 22 mars 1817, ni les susdites ordiinnances, ni aiicune autre
lol poor riigler !a miliee, n'ont ele mises en f- ni presumees
eireen force, ni reonnueseire en existence pa .. generalitcdes
habiians de la piovince, en etat du reinplir lea devoirs de
milice.

.')*. Que les dispositions pour rC'gler lamilice'tclles que reta-
blles ronlinuees ou siaiuees p ir ruiilorile du parlement provin-
cial, le dit jour, 22 mars 1817, et depuis, ont cesse d'etre en force
le ler mai 1827.

6". Qiiele prelendu reiablissementsubs^qup'-'pur le ci-devant
gcuverneur el commamlani en chef, et la iiise ei'i foice dessus-
diies ordonnances des giiivirneurs et co.iseil de la ci-devant pro-
vince de_Q niii.'C, out ele une usurpaliui d'.iulorite legislative, et
sous preiexiede la lol, une tentative pi iir cliblir un pouvolr ar-
biiraire sur les personnes et les biens dts sujeis de Sa Majesle en
celte province.

7'.Qu'en consequence de la ditc tentative, le-. d.tes o don-
nances oni eii; employees pmir vexer le sujet, ei pour tii." e sortir
et pnliller deprelendus ordres gJnC'riiix 'le milice, conienant des
inpuMtionsfausses, scaiiil.ileuseset libi-llenses sur le c.iractere de
divers lidOles et loyanx sujeis de .Si .Mijusieeii celte Pioyiiice,
dills la vile de les de;.5i'iiler d.ins ropinion du leurs concitovens
parceqirils exerijaient leur droit de s'asembler paisiblemenl pour
peiitionner le llji et le P.irleinenl, et qii'ils esei^ .lent d'auires
droits civils iiicoiitestables ; et d.iiis le Jessuin de deioarnei les

autres de I'exere ise de ces droits.

8 '
, Q le pour favorlser la dite tentative, los dites Ordon.

nance.ie .Mliice out eie eiiipliiyi'ies pour exercer, sous rautorilS
ilii ci- levant O iiiverneur, one iiiDience Indue el c irruplrice sur
riiiectlou les .Mem'.ires pour s.'rvir dins celle Chamlire, et pour
porieralleinte, S'liispretexle de la prerogative, ii la liherio de la
parole et des procedures dans le Parlement Provincial,

90. Que pour favoriser la dite tenlaiive, ila eie assemble, en
veriu des ditos ordonnances, diverses pretendus coiirs martiates
dans les Districts de Quebec, de .Monti e 11 el iles Trois-ltivieresj

devaiit lesquelles plusieiirs des siijelsde Sa .Majestu ont eie som-
tiies et a nenes, h irasses de procedures vexitoires, et coiidamnes
a I'Hinende, auxdepenseta remprlsonnement, contre lesquels
Acles dans les circonstances aciuelles ile la X'rovlnce, ils n'oni
aucin moyeu certain et suOisant d'ubtenir satisfaction et se-
curite.

V-,
10'. Quejixlite tentative et les divers procedes adnples pour

la favor iser,^)ht de hauls crimes et de!iis, qui ipinlvni A rit'iriiirit

les driills constiiutiiinnelset la liberie de tons les sujeis de St
AInj 'sieeii cetic Province, alMqHa4aaM^Mimsni4aaMM«M>' ~~

U«Mt-

1 1 ' . Qu'il soil presents li Sa Majesle une humble petition fon-
dle sur les dites Resolulnins, priaiit Ka iMajestu de prendre ce
que ci-dessus en ss gracieuso consideration, de faite faire une
enquijte et fuirerendre justice, enfin que ses fideles sujeH en
cetie I'rovini'e piiisseni, entouttemsa veiiir, utre assures conlrir

le retour de semblablas tentatives et proceUes.




