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The Commercial Club
of Halifax, Nova Scotia

Ian <)in;ani-ation of nun, who bclif\c in \o\a Scotia)

wiNhin.L; to >.lo soincthini; to sprcai.1 the knowlcvli^c

ol their pi'o\ incc, oIIci'lvI a pv\zc to stiii-lcnts uttcni.!-

in'_; \o\a Scoti.i coHcl^cs lor the best l£ssa\' on

" The Commercial Possibilities of Nova Scotia"

1 iic JLkl,i;cs ot the cssa\s. as appointet.1 by the C.lu'n were

Di\ l')l<ickatlai-. l!^litoi' of the Aca^lian Recorder.

R \l. Hattie. A-^NOciate llJitor of the Maritime Mciehant.

R. \ . I larris. Meml^er of the [ioarJ of (Control, Halifax,

In the opinion of these gentlemen, the successful essayist was

Rt.Jolf A. ("lemen, M. A., of Dalhousie University, Halifax.

The (Commercial (Club will be pleased to forward any further

copies, and answer or cause to l^e ans\\ere>.l any inquiries regarding

No\a Scotia or its possibiHt ies.

.Adliess .\. 11. .\Il\SllLLL

//t'/i. .SVv. Ciunntcicicil Club, Halifax, .V. t'?.

Malilax, July, i^U •:\ ,a^

cr^l^-
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The Commercial Possibilities

of

Nova Scotia

/.'-./../ .1. ii,„„„. \i .1.

uiuuuiuuuiUimuiuuuu uumnnuiu

in order to i^iocnt in d lIccIt anJ comprehensive miinncr

just what are the most important commercial
|
vissihiiities

ot this proxince, without hein^j, either too detailed or too i^riet, it

is necessary to cor-SKler the possibilities of each of the j^reat in-

dustries of the pro\inee l^y itsclt. These industries di\ide them-

sehes into two j;roups

(1) the exlracti\e or j^'imary industries \i:., agriculture,

fishinj4, lumherinj;, and minin;,;

(2) the secondaiA industries vir., manufacturin;^, transpor-

tation and kindred means o! distribution of products, tourist

tratlic.

The next step is to take up each industry in turn, inquirinfi as

to (a) the resources of Nt)\a Scotia in this particular industry,

(b) the methods now used and the best ways by which in the

future these resources in each industry can 1
' developed com-

mercially.

Bv the pursuance of the fore^oins systematic method of in-

ciuiry in inter-, icws with some of the leaders in the commercial

life of No\a Scotia, the writer has been enabled to formulate from

the considered opinions of these men certain lines of development

which would <4reatly further the interests of Nova Scotian com-

merce.



AGRICULTURE.

\o\.i Scotia IS richly cndowcJ In nature for ai-ncultLiral

clc\cl<>|->incnt Here is c\cry sort ot soil Irotn the immensely

rich mtersales and JvkeJ meadows to hi^h uplands and wide

pastuies. liut at present i here are onl\ about itv 00(1 occupiers of

larms, which take up onls >-' per «.cnt ol \o\a Scotia's twtal_ area.

Out o( th'- proMnce s whole extent ot" n,41S3.t>«l acres, 5,457.000

•wned bv farmers, 750()0() acres arc in forests, and

.000 acres are more or less barren lands. Of the total

acreaue ir.ned by farmers, |.S57,000 acres are re!;ularl\ under the

plough. 1 oOO.OOO acres are in pasture

wood lots

acre>

about

lands, and 2,000.000 are in

1 loiu these staienunts it is ck .r that onl\ a small area of

No\a Scotia is actu.i i\ under culti\ation It is estimated that

fullv three-fourths of the land of Nova Scotia can be either culti-

vated or t;ra:cd. The possibilities, therefore for extendin;; the

a^rieulture of the province are j^reat. i he facts are, howe\er, that

even the area under the plou.uh is not as well culti\ated as it should

be. and that so far as the pro\mce is concerned, there is a greater

demand tor more intensi\e eulti\ation of the lands already cleared

than an extension of the cultisaTcd area, "let in spite ot this the

estimated farm products for l^M 3 in \o\a Scotia totalled .531.000,-

0(10,

Passing to the methods now employed to dc\elop the com-

mercial possibilities of No\a Scotian af^riculturc and the I'-est ways

for turning these possibilities into realities in the future, it w^ 1

perhaps, make for clearness to consider l^ranchcs of agriculture tor

which No\a Scotia is peculiarly adapted. The sie-atest of these

commercial possibilities seem to be in the follow inj; branches:—
' jirowinj:. dairying, sheep-raising

r-iK, GROWING

Ih.
t(; '-

lisl

we

in Lui
nortlicrii

bordeimt.
present t

trees in m
clear that

large outp

I gri Aing industry is an old one, but ir did not begin

oid stnJcs nil 1880, when an export market was estab-

hat vi 20 OOO barrels were exported and by 191 1 there
'"'

, I sent abroad. The standard fruit is the

M . IS carried on as a con^mcrcial venture in the
~ Kings. Annapolis, Digb and to a lesser extent

n^l (^Hieens- also part^ if Yarmouth and the

t ("umberlai 1. (".olchc^ and Pictou counties

xorthumberland Strait. 1 is estimated that at the

>t more than one-tenth of the land capable of l^earing

t growing counties has been planted, and it is very

Hiiii c production must be many times the present



I he ;;(iM"nnicnt ol Nov.i Scoti.i Hs niciins dI its ^Ictiionsli .ii M>n

()IlIiiii\Is is I ,ihlin;4 the l.iiiiKrs t<> t.il-c jiHiitcr jkIn iint.i^c ot the

eiiiiinicici.ll piissibi'it les d this inJiistr\ I he iiiost sttikiri';

^le\ elopnient cotntiurci.ilh ,
ho\\e\ef is t lie iii';^,iiii:.ii i^ 'H !! in

|i)tt\ ciidpcr.ii i\e hull sluppct- omi^.inies. which .it cscni

h.invlle .ihout 0(1 pcf cent ul the ^lop Keeent!\ there \\a- .iKo

l<iinu\l the ('entral ( "o-nper.M :\ e I i iiit Shippers Associ.ition which
wlien 1 'iipletei.1 will c<institiite one ol the Lir^est co-oi^eiiit i\ e

l.irnieis or^;.ini:,it ions m the woilJ I his nuthoJ o| ni.irketiny

tiietiuit t hroU!;li ollii. ui's 'Aiidsc whole time is ^lc\ otcvl to st LKlyini;

iiivi ^le\elopinv m.iikels, is piovim; ol meat v.ilue to tlie pr()\ inee.

In si"iiiiim:_; vp tlie possii>ilii ks in Iruit ^ioaiiI'^ ii is well to

not I thci'll import. int n.itui.il .uh it.iues enio\e^i 1^'. \o\,i "^eolui

w li.ch .ire :

-

ill i lie pro\ inee is ne.jier tlie British .iiivl other l-.ur'op'-

m.irkets than .inv other [\iit ol the continent i2^ 1 he i|u,ili

ol' t|-.e apple in p.irticul.ir ;in>.l ") otlier Iriiits m uiner.il is unsui-

p.issc\l lor- eiispnc's il,i\oL;r .m^l keeplni; i^ropLiiiCs. i)i I he

\.iiieties ot .ipp, -s i^iown .iie |m .ici ic.ilh all tlie st,in^lark.l sorts

which coniireni.1 the hi;;hesi price in Ln'^lish aiiJ other l.ur 'i^cm

m.irkets such as Kihston I'lppin Blenheim Bi|-'pin, (. ir,i\ eiistein

..tc , i4t I he lile ol' an .ipi^^le tii^ m \o\ a ^coti.i is irom i>(l to

KK) \e.irs in eomp.irison with sonie more trxiiiL; dim. lies where
1 rom 2(! to 30 \ ea! s is .ihoiit i he iile limit ol .i tree, i ^

i I he \ ar-

iotis sm.ill Iriiits such as st r.iw Ixrnes, pliims etc.. .ire ickK lor

market when the I nite^! States stipph h.is heen e\h.iustcJ anJ
thus comman^l a lii,i;hei- price.

1 wo things, liowcNcr h<i\e

commercial possibilities. I he

growers liasc not re.ili:ei.l the

attracti\e packing. This has un^iiuhtcclK hi

Scotia truit. SecondK', e\ei\ xcar th'

lost in wintltalls an^l other w.i\s which
and which is therelore led to pij^s .i,,^;

Annapolis \alie\ especi.ilU there is '

truit canneries and iam lac es.

"cen nciilected in uiilizin;^ the^e

lirst IS that \o\ .1 Scotia fruit

,L;ie.it impoit ice ol prt)per and
he trade ol" \'o\ a

e is . wit deal oi Iruit

not m ./^i cnouL;h to pack
-oiLileh wasted. in the

0111 lor several llourishin';

DAIRYING

\ isitors to the Pro\ince. ha\e IrequenlK wondcrcsl why hi;4h-

class dair\in^ is not a more prominent leature ot No\a Scotia

rural econonn. The most lree|uent reason nixen h\ l.irmers is

that dairying rec|uires 'too much l.ihor." "^ et other llourishinj;

industries in\()|\e the empio\ meni ol nuich labor, ilicir very

prolitablcncss \ar\in,u, lor the most part, with the number of

hani.ls emplo\ed. .Xi'ain, stock farming is the only kind of larmin)^

that will maintain the land in its \irsin productivercss. 1 he

importance ol ctairvinj^ is summccl up

J

b\- Principal f "ummin.L; of
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I

tiMtt'Mi iIk' lin ;.lnni ii| IVniii.iil-, a- ,ii-. c

1 . p.i^^ (•) oiir 'vLi.' in 1

inJ w I -_ n L in i^'^' ii^ In

I iu' \,iliic (i! ..i.iirv nr.>Jik!> C\i"Mir;i,: iniMi I )i.Min,ii"i. m,i|\'

1 w ii-i hiuN I Ik' -i"^- I >| \n\ ,1 ^i I .i i 1 i
- ';!\M'cr 1 1 1.1 n t li it ul .in\ > it 'nor

CDiintiA in I Ivj \>w:KI icicliin; i\w .i!:Mo>i in. iwlHMc --uni 1 1| •mim _-

iliinu like .S^iMHiiMKKi .1 \c,i'- "l I.! "^n \c.i'^ ,1'V" l.^c 1 i •!'; iLultir .\l

(.nn^lii ions in lVn,;i,iil wcie \c ' i;n- ii i--la(.t'ir\ Mk- cdh.iMn-
h.ui vL'i^'cn^icJ I.M -cncr.it ii>n> nn win.', it 'vov, nv; Init ' !k- ixmiMl"

wciL- nii--ci ,ini \ p(n)' \\;tli 111 I nip' A c !s|ii.\l --'nl .inJ i oiitlo.>',;

vvhich. was la: I'oni hopelui \',i!t.uiuii al l\. pnonii- ts .^
, a ii v.a>

nccc^^.KA til iii.'lxi.' a r iJkal i.hiiv;i.' 'n la'ivin'; niiihoj- ; ii i: l,\c
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SHEEP RAISING.

Unci about tuc years a-o sheep raising Nvas J^^cljmn^ raj^iJ •

In 1S71 there vxere ,n the Provmee ?08,0l)0 sheep; m 1901 2^^AK0

The local reason tor this was the laek ot ^tcaJtastness m the No a

Scotian farmer. CKvinji, hovvever, to the improved market tot

both wool and mutton, there has been in many quarters during the

past texx vearsa -row in<; tendenev to stock up and improve the flocks.

-rurnuv now to the reasons why the sheep industry can be

made of '-reat commercial value, it should be noted that

Nova Scotia possesses advantaj^cs which make '^ Possible tor

tb" skilled manager to surpass results which can be obtained

in manv parts of the xsorld. (a) I he country abounds ,n hill>

well watered pastures, which, when properly treated, aitoid the

bS .^ feed fci- successful sheep raisin,, (b) I he c innate is c|m^

and moist, and. as a result, sheep are j^cnerally healthx and ec

from conta>,u)us diseases, (e) The quality ot wool is eonside, a 1>

superior to that produced in the inland parts ot .Xmerica and, as a

su It c!cal and other manufacturers are prepared to pay the h.ghesc

market pnces for this product. As a result, ^heep naisers are .. e

incountin.u on a continuance ot h.^h prices
If"

^""' ';.' ^.

possibilities oi marketin- mutton are exec lent. Dunn;, tlu

Uater part ot the vear the local demand is so keen that it exceeds

fhe supplv and l.mbs and mutton have to be shipped from othei

pact's o Canada to supply the market. In addition, an expor

market lor lambs has been estabished u.tli the eastern L nied

itants of which base learned to appreciate t le
Stat es. the inhabi

Qualitv oi tins Nova ^cotia product, (e) Lands are <;enera.. ,

inexpenMve ,1) I'erhaps the most conclusive statement ot all

n^xmii- ofsheep ra.sin, 'in the Pros ince is, that those 'armers who

are en-a-cd in intelliiicntly carryin- on this industry repoit lai-c

profits.

The commercial success ot this industry is assured because

at present there are lai-e markets awaitin- adequate supplies

The eason.sthat ]() vears a^o a^ a result ot the over production o

V «1 in .Australia. New Zealand. .\r,uent.ne and western L n, ed

S a es prices dropped causinj; .^reat losses and a decrease in the

JndtVtrv iolknvin- this there has come a decrease in the supply

S\vool and prices have ,,one up. but this time on a much mo.^

permanent basis than heretofore, for the reason that in larseaieas.

espeeiailv of the general farming sections, mutton sheep have be-

'n to supplant the old Merino strains. Consequently the farmer

fn Canada has noNx tssn markets at his command, vi:, a matket

™;i.anda market for mutton. As a j:'^^^''^' >^

'f

^^^e "p mon

of experts that sheep raisin.i; will tor the next tew vears bepu.su.d to

a larser extent than here-to-fore m such -eneral tarmin- sections

as No\'a Scotia.



THE FISHERIES.

It mav justly he claimed that no t'ishin.14 uroupjs in the world

are so favorably situated or so well adapted lor the maintenance

of the most valuable varieties of commercial hshcs as those ad-

jacent to the shores of Nova Scotia. In l^^ll the total value of

Nova Scotian fisheries was $10,11^\242, i. c. 34 ncr cent of the

Canadian production. .About 2S,3ti8 men are employed m this

industry. It is slated that the hsheries at the present time are

apparently inexhaustible in resources and in a flourishinj; con-

dition "I'et it is well to note that little pro;4ress has been made in

the total production during the past 25 years. A more intensive

study shows that there are infinite commercial possibilities by the

introduction of improved methods of prcparin;^ the hsh and by the

opcninj; of new outlets.

In order to set a definite idea of the possible development of

No\a Seotian commerce in fish it is well to take each of the most

important branches bv itself. .And first to deal with the cod fishery

which is the leadinf; industry on the .Atlantic coast. I he catches

of both inshore and offshore fishermen arc almost all split and

>=alted for drying purposes. But cod salted at sea is heavily so and

does not make sood dried fish for shippins to hot climates because

it "cts slimy. This is not so with inshore fish, which comes to land

daTlv and is dried in the open, the curin,^ bcins due to the action of

sun and air. This can be safely taken to hot climates 1 he chief

markets for dried products are foimd in Italy, Spain. Portugal,

Brazil, the West Indies and the United States. Recently a lar.^e

and widenin'j; outlet has been found for boneless cod, a dried article

in small packa.scs. Nov a considerable quantity of fish is consumed

fresh in the inland Canadian market and with improved transpor-

tation facilities this can be increased.

In liuht of the extreme abundance of herring it is to be regretted

that this branch of the fisheries is as yet practically undeveloped.

Ot the comparatively small proportion of the catch that is smoked

and cured in pickle, part is consumc^l in (Canada and part exported

to the United States and the West Indies, but owing to careless

packing and badlv made l^arrcls, the price obtained has not been

such a^to induce'an increased output. In the preparing ot salted

herring there are opportunities for greatly increasing the trade by

raising tht standard of curing and packing. The same statement

applies to the mackerel fishery.

Along the shores of Nova Scotia are perhaps the most remark-

able grounds for lobster fishing in the world. The total money
value of this industry is nearly i?3,0UU.(l(H). Not m.any years ago,

howe\er. this iishery was of no account. .About 1870 a lew people

became impressed with the industrial possibilities of preserving the

meat of the lobster in tins. Under license of the Department of



Murine and lishcrics ihc prodLKts arc in\ariably of hii4h quality.
I he L : icJ States, (Jicat [Britain. I'rancc anJ Ckrmany arc the
chief markets anJ the suppl\ is nut equal to the ^lemanJ. In ad-
dition there is a llourishinif business in the export ol li\e lobsters
to the I nitc^l States for c()nsutnpi:on in Iresh eoiKliiion, This trade
is lar,uel\ conlined to the west atul south eoLUities of \o\a Scotia
as lar as llalil.ix. The [;eo,uraphieal position of that part of the
pro\inee toj^ether with j;ood steamship ser\ ice makes such a busi-
ness both jiussiblr and ])roriiablc\ With beCler facilities for trans-
portation this lucrati\e trade eoukl be cxtendci^l to the counties
lyinj; eastward of Halifax, ('are must be exercised in this industry
as the enormoi:s annual ^IraminL; ol the lobster |^roducin<; areas, if

recklessly continuted, will result in the extinction of the industry.
I his. howe\er. i^ bem;.; successfully guai\lcd aii;ainst by the ^o\--
ernmt't.

The proper cuIti\ation of the shell-fish business also holds out
rnost pi'omisinj; inLlucements. .Simc of the finest natural beds of
oysters in the woild are to be found in the \o\a Scotia coast. The
pi-cscnt yickl is about 4. OOO bushels yearly, ne\ erthelcss it is claimed
that there is a greater culti\able area for oyster beds in \o\ a Scotia
than in e\en the State of \lar\land. which has protkiccd in one
vear I(l,i50()l2 biishcls.

for 25 ycurs there has not been much increase in the \aluc of
\i<\a Seoiian fisheries, but it seems clear an era of de\ elopmcnt
is alxHit to commence. ! his staunation was due to the fact that
the fish trade of the Atlantic coast has remained lar.nely a salt fish
one, which in spite of recent iinpnncments in packing, practicallv
reachcv.! its limit lon.u a.^o. I he .ureatcst commercial possibilities
lie in the change now taking place in the character of the industry.
.More and more fish is bein,!^ disposed of n, the home markets ina
Iresh or smokc^l condition. One j^rcat hin^lrance to the com-
meixial de\elopment ol ibe fresh fish trade is the slow transportaion
o\cr the lonji; distances separating; the centres of poptilation in
Canada Irom the sea. This has been larf^cly rcmo\ed i.^y the t^ov-
crnmcnt's action in bH)7 in assistin;:; shippers of Canadian fresh
fish to take ad\anta,ue of fast railway scr\ices by payinj^ part of
the hea\y express charges on their shipments, thus enablinj^ them
to compete successfully with the L'nited States shippers, who
before had practically supplied the lar.ncr towns and cities of
(^entral Canada. owin.L; to the much shorter railway route from
Gloucester and Boston. Since the inau,i;uration of this system
the quantitx of fresh fisli annually brouj^ht into ("anada froni Uni-
ted States ports has been much rcLluced. while that shipped
inland Irom the C'anadian .Atlantic ports has been correspondingly
increase^l. In^lcc^l there can be no tloubt that the encrgx' and
enterprise of fishermen and I'ish merchants will .soon enable' them
to supply the present home ^lomand entirely from (Canadian
sources.



LUMBERING.

I

I'hc jctual .nj potential forest area i> about o. 700, 00 acres or
about 70' , of the entire province. Of this forest area 25' ; has been
Jestroyed l^y fire. 15' , is young f:;ro\\ th. oiso sc\ erely cullcJ that not
much timber is left, and the remaining; 30',, say 1.400.000 acres,
of \irgin, semi-\ ir.uin. and moderately culled forest must furnish
th.e larger part of the present lumber supply. 'I'he present lumlx-r
cut of the province is about 300 million IV NI., two-thirds of which
is spruce, and the estimated timber standing on the available area
totals about 5 million board feet Adding to this what lumber may
be secured from the severly culled and second-growth forests, the
supply of available timber can hardly be swelled to 'I billion board
feet, indicating a life for the industry as at piesent developed, of
nut more than fiom 20 to H) years. The principal trees are, spruce,
fir. hemlock, i^ine. birch, oak, and maple in order of importance.
Throughout eastern \o\a Scotia there is an relatively enormous
quantity of merchantable hardwood still untouched. Of the total
annual lumber cut at least .SO'

, is exported the principal markets
beinu South .\mcrica. the West Indies, Cireat [Britain and the
' nitc^l States.

("onsidcring now the ways in which the commercial possibilities
can Ix' developed the first principle H) be laid down is conservation.
Time has proved that practically everv stick of timber that can l^e

grown in Nova Scotia can be maikete^l without didiculty so great
is the demand in all the great lumber markets. Development of
this tragic is easy because of lakes and streams suital^le for lloating
the timber, and the unsurpassed geographical position of the har-
bours of Nova Scotia in relation io the great centres of demand
'^uch as [Britain. C'uba a.i^l .\rgcntine. 1 he bc>t feature ot the
situation, however, is the increased clemand witli good prices for
domestic consumpiion. In order to realire the permanent possi-
bilities of lumbering, therefore, it only remains for Nova Scotia
timber owners to cease from rrv ing to get as much land as possible
and to develop an..! cultivate leasonable areas.

I wc) possible commercial lines of development in lumbering are
all that can well be touched on here. The first reference is to the
pulp-wdod and wood pulp question which has already attained to
some prominence Owing to the increased demand made by the
paper mills of the L'nited States for raw materials and the decreasing
supply of home grown wood, we find that for the year ending
June 50. bMO, the L'nited States imported from ("anada pulpvvood
and wood pulp to the value of $>-l,SS5,O42.0O. as against a total
importation of $5000 in ISSO. .According to statistics (Canada
turnishcd n.ore than one-lifth in quantity and one-sixth in value.
Since Nova Scotia possesses large pulpwood areas and excellent
water power awaiting the magic call ot capital to sprmg into
industrial life, would it not seem that an attractive lield was open
either to Nova Scotian or foreign capitalists' Rather than be
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rci;ardei.i as u base oi supplies lor raw materials, to heLlrawn upon
at will hy ini.!ustries alrea^ly located on toreii^n soil, w here the en-

tire profit ot maniilaetLire and the atteni^lant increase ol population
must accrue to the country in which are located the maulaeturini;
centres, No\a Scotia shouLl at cjncc take dd\anta.ne ot these
commercial possibilities herselt.

The seeoni.1 commercial possibil .\ in luninerinj; which i\\|uires

de\elopment is the haixiw\)Oi.l tra^.e. The markets lor hai\lwoods

are, as usual, in a \er\ low coni^lition, v\hich is ow in^ no i.louht to

tlie lar,!;e consumption ol pitch pine, w hich I'nters so lar,i;el\ into the

construction works now beini; carried on. ai" it is sa^-i to note the

larLje importations of this wooi.1, bein.L; anniuills' ma^le into the
Pro\ince. when there could '^e a larj^e L|uantit\ ol nati\e Xo\a
Scotian haixlwoods used in man\ instances for b-oth rou.t;h. and
finished work, which is l^ein.u; usurpci.1 b\' pitch pine. Most of ''^ese

woods take a hii^h hiish. an^l it is necessary to tiike these wt)o^ m..!

use them, an>.l prow that the\' can be used to nooJ a^i\cintaj;e,

cspccialK' as the wockI is ^row in.i; practicalK' at the peoples' floors,

an^l awaits the call ol the constimers.

MINING.

1 he last e.\tracti\e iiii^kistiA' who<e commercial p;)--^i!^iliiies are

to be dealt with in this aiiicle is niinini;, I he mineri;' rc^t)uices

ot No\ a Scotia embrace ores ol uol^l. sil\i.r, lead. antinion\. man-
uanese. zinc. iron, tin an^l lun.L^sten, is well a^ \ast >.lep('-<its t)f

ireestone. L;iMnite. porph\r\". lime-burnin.u • )ck, marls an^l lii -,e-

stones suitable tor cemein. Iluxini; materials siicii as silica a,\l

i^lolomite. bai'\ tes. inlusorinl eaith. pi?;celain. i^rick an^l lire elavs.

But in ai^klition to these ani.1 as transcen^linL; all other sc)urcvS ot

wealth are its matchless ^leposits ol coal. ,u\pMini ani.1 iil-.>hales.

'1 he last two stranj^e to sa\ . ha\e as \et reccr.c^l \er\' iittf: atten-

tion fi-om either state or eai^italists. I he commercial poss bilities

ol such magnificent mineral re> lUi'ces are \c'\' Lji'cat an^l when the
people, press an^l jj;o\ernmenL ol \o\a Si.vjtia shall ha\e awakened
to the tact that, a-'ca lor ai\a, \o\ a Seo' ia compares n^ost ta\oi-ably

with the l^anner minuTj; pi'o\incc> o| t "ana^la, an.,! taiite to _i;i\e

workl wide ptiblieitx to these ; uurces. then the pro\inee will

beeomi. one of the neatest mineral pio^lucini^ aix'as iri the Lmpire.

'1 o ,L;et a more i^iefmite i^lea of the conimercial possibilities ot

the most importaiir economic minerals it is necessary to consider

them separateK.

b'irst as to co.il. 1 he most \aluable niineral \'o\ a Scotia

possesses is coal, whic'i exists in almost inexhaustible C|uantities.

Experts say that the a\ ailalMe co.'l totals l(I.O()(),()()(i,()00 tons.

'1 he l~)ominion ('oal Co. alone. h>.\e to their certain know lei.lj,;c in

Cape Breton hland stiHieunt coal to pi\)\ ide for an annual output
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if N()\a Scotia arc the only coal fields in Liastcrn (^anaJa and
1\ co.ii deposits in America on the Atlantic seulH)ard. I he

ol 3 idO, ()()() tons per year for 1000 years. Some whn of the pro-

gress ma^lc in coal mining since 1^)00 can he formed from the tact

that while in that year the total sales am' unted to 3. ()()(), 000 tons,

m l^^n the total sales reached 7,203>')|2 Lons. vlf this latter out-

put 5, IT?, 3 12 tons were sold in the Ma-itime l'ro\inces and New-
foundland. 2.I'->5,22S to (,)uebec ports, 4(,-.S.0'^>0 to the L'nite^l States

and I !ie remainder to other countries and lor bunker. I he coal

field'

the oil

international importance of these Atlantic coal deposits is now
hein;; demonstrated, and with an e\er increasing trade both at

home an^-l abroai-l, as has beei indicated abo\e, the commercial
possil^ilities are great indeei.1.

1 he next most \aluable. although much neglected mineral

as'-ei is gold. i;.\perts declare t'.iat Just now there exists in No\a
Scotia a situation where a country containing in one compact
accessible and easily mined body of territory a larger are.i ol gold-

bearing locks than can be found elsewhere on "ihe globe, which has

yielded to the sporadic, unscientifically di.ectcd. halting and
necessarily limited efforts of indi\idual operators, hampered by

lack of capital anvl dearth of appliances practically a million

ounces i)f the highest gra^-le of gold mined anywhere, ha. so

fallen fn->m its proper estate tiiat it no longer has an output

that would constitute a respectable showing for a single mine.

The reason why gol^l pro<-luciit)n has fallen o\\ is simpU' be-

cause fo-' one reason or another, men ha\e ceascvl in larger measure
to proi-pc't an^l exploit these gokl <-listricts commei'cialh'. L nlor-

tt.nate xcntui'cs. entailing enormous o\ erhea^l expenditure were
hastily tm^lcrlaken before \alues were fully pr(\ c^l. 'f hus woriv hael

to be slopped. I hree main factors govern this ^leci'case in gold

mining first, inadequate legislation, safe-guarding the interests

of the r.ime owner; secondly, scarcitx' of available skillci.1 mining
labor, wli.ch has been ^Ira'ne^l oA' to ("obalt. Porcupine an^l Rriti-h

C'olumbia; thirdly, the ki'k of deep-mining, which is the only

profitable method for extracting Nova Scotia gold. When this

state of alfairs is remedied gold mining will again become a great

commercial asset to the Province.

Another commercially important thotigh undeveloped mineral

asset is the oH shale deposits, similar to those of Big .Marsh, .\nti-

gonish Countv- and McLcllan Brook, Pictou County. The avail-

al^le ^luantity of this material is practically inexhaustible and is

said lo excee^l in value the well-known '^cotch shales. 'I'he Scotch
oil-shales refining industry has met with great success and emplovs
10,0(10 men to whom U 1,000,000 is annually paid in wages. The
products are, burning oils, naptha and motor spirit, lubricating

an^l gas-making oils and solid paraflin, A similar commercial
success awaits the Nora Scotian areas.

U
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I liLTc ai\- .ilso \asi :in.l \mIu.iIMc ^icp(l^lts oi ^vpsum in Nova
•Votia Init at picscnt there aic onlx two mills lor tlic manulacturc
ol i^ypsLim projLict> anJ tlu-sc ucic cstahlishcJ alter I'Ml). There
are >OI).(i(ll) tons proekieeJ annua!!-. anJ praetieall\ all of tins is

shipped to loiei^n markets m t !ie erude state where it is manu-
laetureJ into elillerent pioJticts an J a portion esluppeJ
to tliis proNinee, If tliis amoLint were manufaetareJ a. home its
\a!iie woulJ he o\ei '^P '1(10,(1(111,

i rom a eommereia! \ :ew one must
also not tor.L^et tliat ;ri t numbers of the eleposits are situateJ at
tiJe water and ir ei.iv _si()\iniii\ ot an aluinJanee of eheap fuel,
an^l there is alwa>s a lar.ue and re k1\ market for j^n psum pro^luets.

Iron is loun' in l<ii-,!_;e quantities m man> parts of tlie Pro\ mee.
but ow in.L; to the ne irness of the enormoi s eleposits in XewfounJ-
lanJ, whieh are so la\ourald\ situateJ for easy anei eheap mininL;,
the pro^luetion of iron ore in Noxd Seotia has not \et reeei\eJ the
attention whieh its importanee warrants. In e\er\ eounty in the
Province, witii hut a simple exception deposits of ore ha\e hecn
eliscovcixYl. ."^ir. William I'aii-hutn, in writing upon the \ova
Seotia iron ore, sa>s "In \()\ a Scotia some of the iiel^e-^t ores
\et i.lisco\eix\l occtir in houiullcss ahunJanee: 'and ! lie la!
Sir William Hawson, in referiin,L; ,L;encrall\ to tlie distance of tlK
iron ore Irom tiie fuel required in so n;re.!t a quantii\ whenever
smeltinL; processes are undertaken on a lar.Lje scale in Canada,
sa\s:^ It should, howe\er. he borne in mind tliat the ure.it irori
ore deposits of \o\a Scotia, equal in extent an^l \,ili7e to any
others in the I )ominion, lie in close pidximitx to some of the
.ureatest coal-lieids in the world. L:\en in (ireat Britain itself the
two i^reatest staples of mineral wealth arc not in more favourable
Lontiuuitv, and tiu- iion o-'cs oi Creat Britain arc neithci so rich
nor so accessible as those of \o\,, Scotia."

.\s th.e last example of the eommereia! possibilities in mining,
the man\- econt)mic cla\ s must be mcntione^l. Ihcse <ire suitabfe
loi- pressLvi 1-rick. rirel^rick, porcelain, roofin,L; tile, and pottery.
.\t i^rcseni the products are mainK consumed in tb.c home market
l-ut their use can be .^reath extcn^lcd.

MANUFACTURING.

!
his province aiioi'ds a tvpic.il eNample of modern industrial

urowth. .\t one time exelusi\el> a farmin,L; re.uion. In- the year
l'-''()() there were 1

1,^,'s establishments with a capital of .^M i.so 4l0,
whereas in_bMO there were 1.4.'s|| establishments with a total
capital ol $7'l5'-\> 141 which shows an increase of over .S45, ()()(), ()()(J

in the decade. I he Value of the products was .'s52.7()o, 184. an
increase ol 12V4 per cent. .\t picsent the value of the products
is approximately ,^r(l.()(lll, ()()(), Halifax increased its products by
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r">.2") per cent, uni.1 S\^lrn\ hy 1,3S7>''7 pcf ;cnt I'hcsc fij^Lircs

point conclusively to the tact thiit there are immense comniercial
po--^ihiht les lor maniihictin'es in No\a Scotia.

1 low can these hest he tle\eKipei.P I he hest opinion seems to

he that \o\ a Scotia shouLI tleveiop manLilactLiies which will be
intimateh. connectccl with her natural resciiirces i. e., the province
siioukl manulacture wooti iron. iinJ steel proi.iucts at first, rather

than .It tempi to int roi.1' 'ce v arious ni-ki^ tries niore oi' less at t ificiallv'.

.\s to wooi.1 maniilactuies it can he s.iitl th.it tliere is room in

ni.mv pi.ices, especiallv in I lalilax loi' lurnitLire laetories. 1 he

\\ c^t Indies aie an ever rea>.lv market lor these vvoo^l products, h)r

insects leni^ler tlie lite ot furniture in those parts verv short, I hen
too the present growth ot' lumher in the j^rov ince is rather small an^i

cm he more rea^-hlv used lor this purpose. Also there is room tor

urcat expansion in a business like the .Amherst Pianos kimited,
which Liliii'-es wo(kI ptodu'ts,

('omin.^ to iron an.l steel manulactuix' theix' arc un^loubtcdly
trcmeni^lous strieles hcinL; matle, but two or three other possible

lines of ;,levclopmcnt can be notc.,1, i 1 i I here should be a ^rcat

vent lor agricultural implements manulacturei.1 in Nova Scotia.

The home i,lemani.l eouki .'Ui'clv be suppliei.1 by the manulacture,
an^i torei^n markets as well, .Australia, tor instance, relies on the

Lnitci.1 States for n ' of these implements an^l Nova Scotia has

even j^reater natu'' , commercial ai.lv antaf^es tor such an ini.liistrv.

i2i 1 heie shoui^i be loom tor the commercial tievclopment of the

manufactui'e of motor trucks an>.l such vehicles which are lari;ely

mai^lc f.om iron ani.1 steel. 1 3) l^y fai' the most important is steel

ship-buiklmi^. ^ ears af;o vvdoclen ship-biiiklins^ was one ot the ureat

in^iustries ot the Pi'ovince an^i ships carrieel carLjoes to many
iorci^^n poits. Since the ai.lvent ol the steel steamship this wooden
ship-buiklinii has I'apidly i^liminishe^l. But with the establishment
of lai'^e steel ship-bLiildinL; plants at 1 lalifa.x ani.1 Sydnev , where
coal ani.1 iron ore arc close at han.l, there is everv' possibiliiv that

theix' will a<j:ain sprin,<; into bcin.u a lar.L;e Nova Scorian mercantile
marine, which vvouki be the means ot carrvinu Nova Scotian iraele

to all the ;j:reat work! markets, l"oi- the elevelopment of such inter-

n.itional commerce this mercantile marine is indispensable and the

.L;reatest in^liv i;.lual lactor.

CJcnerally speakini^, how is Ncna Scotia to increase its manu-
tactures;' l^y importinL; nothing which the home industrv' can
supply at as low a rate, and bv' multiplying those bulky and cheap
pro^kictions which enjov' some protection from the cost ol trans-

portation. ThouLjh the facilitv' w ith which .Nova Scotia is ^ieluged
l^v luiropcan manufactures on th.e one side ani.1 those of the L'nitcd

States on the other prevents, or mav for man\ vears retaiM the
tormation ol' some establishments emincnth' to be desircel, still,
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tis the natural capai^ilit its ol \i)\a Scotia lof tlic pioscciit ion of
this branch ot national ini.lustr\ arc j;rcat. tlicrc is no tloLiht that
il the proper cncoiii.iucmcnt is >4i\cn. as the cost ol substance ani.1

lal^or are more carelulK ai.l|Lisietl. domestic manulactures will

take firm root m the soil an^l it once started the> may be carritJ to
an\ c\teiu.

TRANSPORTATION.

A \\oi\l or two must be sakl ot transportation lor that is a most
important basis ol al! successl'ul commerce \\ ith re,i;ai\l to rail-

\va\s completed an^l un^ler construction the pitu ince is lairlv well
sui^plKvl I lanspoitalion lacilities in No\ a Scotia, howe\er, arc
most materialK allecte^l b\ the commercial situation ol Halifax,
tile capital, which is the nearest of the Atlantic ports ol .\meriea
used lor tr msatlant ic ste.imship ser\ ice to the j^reat commercial
seaports of Ivurope This tact is now bein.i!; realizcLl b\ the j^reat

shippin.u companies, an^l at piesent I lalifux is connected with most
ol the important centres ol commerce in Luirope by 1

> steamship
lines, Sieaniship connections h,i\e also been ma^le with Soutli
Afnc: the I nited States an^l West indies it will be seen then,
that \()\a Scotia is well ei.|LiippeLl by this time lor local traflic. for
iniei-pro\ incial trade, ,ini.l lor a shai'e of the worlsis commerce.
[ la 111 ax IS now in a position to. an^l is actually be,mnnin,L; to conipcte
with l^oston ar New ^'ork loroserseas traele. It is believcsl that
the ,i;eoL;iaph;^ai position ol the pr<)\ ince will be immeasurably
improvc^l when the Panama ("anal will f',i\e \o\ a Scotui shipi'iinf^

easier .iccess to the 1

''aci lie
( "oast markets of .America, In \iew of

tlic-e commerci.il posviNilmcs the expenvliture of ("ifteen millions
ol dollars on impro\ in,u shipping; lacilities in I ialihtx is amply
just ifie^-i,

TOURIST TRAFFIC.

1 he last subject ; ) be loLichc^l on is the tourist trallic. 'I his is

Ir.iUL^iu with ureal commercial possibilities for \'o\ a Scotia and
mils': l^e noted in such an article as this.

1 h.e present situation is as follows: Moslem life in North
.America deman^is an annual holiday for recuperation. As a f^rcat

natural ocean park. No\a Scotia is jUit the place lor people to
spend their annua! \acation. iieinj^ then by natural position
situated so as to be the most desirable \aeation countr\ of
eastern North .\merica, the people of No\ a Scotia sliould bear in

minvi that the summer tra\el business has just bc.uun. and that
its i^ossThilities ai'c enoi'mous. amply justilAini; the most serious
consi,.leration not onl\ of e\cr\ communit\ but of the l.ej^islature

as well.

I he tourist trallic benefits both elirecil\ and indirectly. And
lirst as to direct Ivnclit. Superficial consideration of tourist

It
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t''usincss will not reveal its possihilitits, hut upon icllcction the
results arc astonishing; I. el the number of tourists comin<4 t"
I lalitax aiii.! lo all the other points in \o\u Scotia elurinj; |unc,
July. August ani.1 Septeniher he put at 25, ()()(); let each one spend
onl\ $) a Ja\ an^l the a\ era^^e person stay onl\ one month; the result
IS th.it this means a revenuj tor the Pro\ inee of $},75(),()()u,

I he mJ'cct henclit wouki he more intan^ihlc hut without
>.Ioi.i!h wouL. in! use a more ai;<iressi\c spirit of enterprise into the
people ol \o\a Scotia, who, thou<;h possessing; a higher a\era,uc
intelligence than in\ other peoples, ha\e not yet heen swept up
into the more acti\c methoi^is of other Americans

S|iace Will onK pci-mii the hare notice of three ways in which
these commcicial possihilit ies can he i.le\elopei.l. (I) hy hctter
transportation to \o\a Scotia (J)

Scot I a (?) h
i^v hctter roads in No\ a

chain ol hotels throu.uhout the Province.

In conclusion, as respects commerce in a ,!;eneral wa\, it can
he statc^l that there is no rcas( n w h\ \o\a Scotia shoukl not he
eminently commercial. lor, aiihou;,;h its power of aj;ricultural
production may he restrainc^l h\ the narrow limits of the province
an^l although the .umwth of manufactures ma\ he retarded to sor.,
extent hy the triflmi; i.lomestic demands of a rather thin population
an^! the ..lircct competition of oLler and more wcalth\- states, there
arc no such lormi^lahlc ohsiacles to the rapid growth of a com-
mercial marine an>.l to the almost indefinite extension of (.lomestic

and torci.i^n tragic. This ma> seem ahstuvl, i^ut it was the firm
conviction of the greatest Nov a Scotian statesman. It is not
essentially necessar\

.
althoui;h advantai4eous, that a country should

produce largely in order to secure the advantages of commerce—
provided hei- people have more industry, enterprise, and intelli-

jicncc than their nei.uhhors, and are contented with small profits,
I lie whole world is open to a people possessins; these qualities.
lo attain to this highest success agriculture, manufacturing,
commerce, should he huilt upon the surest of all foundations -

the mental and moral cultivation of the people. .A German econ-
omist in treating of the elements of national wealth, heautifully
characterizes that general intelligence referred to. as the "capital
ol mind" - that capital withi)ut which a country richly hiessed hy
nature may he poor indeed; hut which, in the words of Joseph
ilowe. "is capahle of raising up even a little province like this
until its population is swelled to millions, until its canvas whitens
cverv- sea and even its rocky hills arc covered w .th fruitftilness.
and its wildest glens made to hlossom as the rose."






