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THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

FAMILY \WORSHIP.

On the subject of ** Family Worship”
Canon Liddon remarks: .
There is one mark of a household, in

which God is known and loved, which is

too often wanting in our day—I mean

the practice of family prayer. Depend
upon it, the worth of & practice of that
kind can only be measured by its effects
during a fong period of time; and family
prayers, though occupying only a few
minutes, do make a great difference to
nu{ househvld at the end of ayear. How,

indeed, can it be otherwise, when each

moming, and perhaps each evening, too,

all the membenrs of the family, the old and
the young, the parents and the children,

the master and the servants, meet on a
footing . of perfect equality before the
Eternal, in whose presence each is as
nothing or less than nothing; yet to whont'!
each is 80 infinitely dear that he has ve-
déemed by His blood each and all of them?
H?w maust not the bad spirits that are the
cofemies of pure and bright family life flee
agay—the spirits of envy and pride, and
untruthfulness and sloth, and the whole
tribe of evil thoughts, and make way for
His gracious presence in the hearts of old
and young alike, who, as He brings us
one by one nearer to the true end of our
oxistence so does He, and He alone, make
us to be *“ of one mind in a house,” here
wizhin the narrow presence of each home
circle and hereafter in that countless
fanily of -all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and- tongues, which shall dwell
with Him, the umiversal Parent, to all
<ternity.!

CRITICISING OTHER PEOPLE.

I have in my meind a certain family in
which this pemicious habit was indulged,
and nearly every one of the children only
too faithfully réeproduced in their lives the
models of the originals, Nothing wastoo
sacred to escape their oensure or ridicule;
the neighbors were subjected to eve
species of criticisma. Al this much-to-be-
pitied family grew up to be despised and
spurned by all right-minded people. Dear
mother, let me whisper a warning and
tell you the cauwe of this mornl devasta-
tion. It was thre mother. —Horschold,

Little-ommissions of duty, ittle acts of

disobedience, asthey may seem to us, mey

- pruve @ greet hindvanoe alory our path.
» N ('

T

REDEEMING THE TIME.

Many a young man has.been tempted
to neglect prosent, commonplace dutics.
under the thought of husbanding his
energies for the doing of some grand and
brilliant service when the coveted oppor-
tunity shall come. Such a one is the vic-
tim of o serious self-deception. There is
no likelihood of his ever enjoying his
antici&)ated opﬁrortunity s but evenif it
should arrive, he is doing all that he can
in the meanwhile to render himself in-
capable of embracing it, at least in the
proper spirit. It is by means of the mnost
careful attention to the will of God in the
ten thousand trifles of daily life that a
man is educated into that spirit of devout
obedience which fits him for the higher
walks and the wider fields of service. *

In fact, almost everything muy be made
o snare to entrap Christians into procras-
tination. Even penitent sorrow for the
loss of past time may be so perverted,
Qurlife on earth is really so véry brief’
that it affords us nothing more than oppor- -
tunity for doing our appointed work ; and
though it permits us all that we need for
the exercise of true repentance, it cannot
spare us a single hour for the indulgence
of morbid self-upbraidings over the wasted
past, It is possible for a man toso bewail
the lost past as to repeat the sin he is be-
wailing by losing the present also.

** Quick, quick ! were the words adopt-
ed by good Bishop Jewel for his motto;
and by seeking to live in the spirit of
them, he compressed more active work
into a single year than many do into an.
entire life. Richard Baxter, too, feelin
a8 if the hand of death were: already laic
on him, and desiring to do what he could
while his brief opportunity was left hiin,
lived with an intensity of devotedness
which made his single life more fruitful
than the lives of & hundred of ordinary
Christians. Of Bishop Hooker it is said
that he was ‘‘spare of diet, spaver “of
words, and sparest of time.” In thissame

Ty rigid economy of time lies one of the chief

distinguishing marks between the great
mass of commonplace disciples and the
mighty men of faith who serve God effici-
ently in their generation. No procrasti-
nator does much for Christ ; no procrasti-
nator cnjoys much of Christ.—Chris,
Weelly.
Happy the child who sows the good and .

the true. The harvest: will not fail him.
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slugle coples 40 cente.  Subscriptionsata propottion
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December. .

All recelpts oLthls paper after paying it own cos$
are given to Missions,
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Recelpts £11281.40
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RECEISTS YOR THE MONTIL OF MARCII.

Foreign Missions 345,
¢ Dayspring” and Mission Schools 81?7“8':8"_‘2

Home Misslony

Augmentation “.335“5:22
-Colleges 550,30
Aged and Infirm Minister's Fund 28.43
French Evangelization 2238.30
*College Bursary 28.00
Agsembly 40.00

Japan has a system of compulsory edu-
cation. Its public school system is fully
as well organized os any in Europe or
America. The educational course is grad-
ed and extensive, . ’

Rev. E. Scott, New Glaszoty, N. 8

In accordance with advertisement, the
MarimiMe  PRESBYTERIAN, after paying
for paper, printiug, and stativnery, gives
all its receipts to Mission. A few days
since, it sent, as its earnings for 1885, oxg
HUNDRED DOLLARS, to the Foreign Mission
Fund. This amount added to the two
hundred and fifty dollars sent on previous
years, makes THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
pOLLARS, given by it directly to this ob-
ject. This represents we trust but a
part of the revenue it has been the means
of bringing to the schemes of our Clnrch,
besides the deepened interest in the work,
and the good done in other ways by the
distribution of 130,000 pages,of missionary
letters and news, and other good reading
matter, monthly,

Who will aid _in further .increasing the
circulation? Let the Church Record first
be taken. Then, after that, it wenld bea
lasting gain were the MariTive PresBy-
TERIAN, taken and read in every home.

[ A StRaw.—Not less than twe thomsand
children marehed ir procession at the an-
nual Sundey-Schoul festival a few weeks
ago in Lucknow, India. The boys wero
nearly all Hindus and Mohammedans,and
two elephants graced the procession. That
straw Jooks as if the streanr were running.
Missions are not quite a failore.—Dude
pendent,

It may not be gemerally krown, but it
is nevertheless true, that there are in
Paris forty Protestant churches and more
than one lundred Suzedxy-schooln
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As will be seen from the State of the
Fuuds, on April 1at, the Foreign Mission
Fund necded 83390, and the Dayspring
and Mission Schools Fund 81970 to close
tho year freo from dubt. The recoipts for
March for both funds wore 81944, and if
no lnrger for April, the year will close
with a balance of #4000 aguinst our
Foreign Mission work, as there are some
small paymonts yet to be mnde.  Tyue,
we hegan the year with u debt of nearly
22000, but unless we put forth an earnest
cffort we will go behind that much more
i this yent's work., Let an honest trial
e made at least to meet the year's ex-
penditure, dnd be no farther back than at
its heginning, and, if possible, to pay the
whole munount,

Aniden of how much should be given
to support our Foreign Mission work may
bo gained. fromthe Augmentation. Fyund.
Throughout the whols Synod the amount
nueded for Augmentation work iz $10,000,
which has been allotted among the differ-
ent congregations. The whole expendi-
tare of wur Foreign Mission work Inst year
was over $18,000, while the previous year
it was larger still. It i3 casy to see that
for overy ten dollars given to dugmenta-
tion there needs to be eighteer dollars
given to Foreign Missions, to meet the
demands of the work, Some congrega-
tions do give at this rate and above it;
others give a luge contribution to Aug-
wentation hecause they are asked for it,
and rightly so, but do not enlarge their
giving to Foreign Missions.

Ouwr Forcign Mission work has heen
abunduntly blessed. God has owned our
labors and by that very blessing in ex-
tanding the work is giving more to do,
more schools to be maintained, more
stations to keep up, more hungry souls
for whom to provide the bread of life,

It i tho Lord's work and He will vichly |
matter before their congregations, stating -

Dless in the, performance of it,

With this increased demand there is an
iacreased doing on the part of the cou-
vorts themselves, The work in its fust
stages calls for increased expenditure but
a8 it advances it does move to help itself.
In Trinidad there is provided from various
sources there, more than half the cost of
the work in that ficld. In the South Scas
the work is extending to heathen Islands
and making increased demand, but, on the

g

luther hand the natives of the Christiun -

Islands ave doing more and more for the
work.

Now as never' before ave the leaves of
the tree of life being scattored for the
healing of nations. God hns given us o
little, but honorable, part in that grand
work, and if fuithful to our trust, then,
when the work i3 completed, we will share
in the rejoicing at its consmmmation,

Tho Mission cause is rapidly advancing,
In o the churches there is increasing
activity in the work as the duty and re-
sl)«msihility is realized, and in all the fields
there is increasing success ns the good seed
takes deopening vout. The cry of the
Missionary Hymn

* From many an ancient river,
Front many a palmy plain,

They call us-to-deliver - .
Their lands from ervor's chain,”

it
is not growing weaker but stronger, us the
heathen learn more of the preciousness of

the Gospel, but with it we hear annther-

cry, which is ever growing louder, for
¢ Each breeze that sweeps the ocean,
Brings tidings from afar,
Of nations in conmmotion
Prepured for Zion's war.”

There is the cry * Come over and help
us,” hut there is also the glad tidings that
our labor is not in vain in the Lord.

The expenditure of the work is gu:u'decf
with careful economy. The committee
expend nothing but what they feel to be
absolutely necessary. And thosé giving
to the work may rely on jts being expend-
ed su far as the comuiittee can do it, to
the best advintage.

Will not all our n')in'istél‘*shl)ring the

plainly and simply the facts, the needs of
tais, the Church’s greatest work, asking
all, who ave willing todo a little more for
this work, to give it in before "the fourch
or fifth of May. Thereare maay through-

out the church who would be both able -

and willing to do something, and would
gladly do it if a fair statement were made
and an opportunity given. They them-
selves, as well as the Foreign Mission
work, would be the better for it
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Will not many of the Lord's atewards
who have from five cents to fifty dollars to
.spare for itheir Master, send it into the
Foreign Mission Treasury within the next
fortnight. Let all who have not given to
the Scheme during the year send a contri-
bution. Muny who have given sumething
can easily add to it a little more, and the
many littles will do the work and bring to
the giver a iblessing. Let us hear what
God snys :

“Bring all the tithes into the store-
housges and prove me now herewith saith
the Lord, if I will not open the windows
of heaven and pour you out 2 blessing.”

Will cach one who reads this ask him-
self the question, *“Lerd what wilt thou
have me to do,” and then do conscien-
tionsly what seems te be right in the
matter.

We have.his own example,

“1 gave MYSELF for thee,
What hastithou-done for ME.”
AUGNMENTATION.

Those interestetliin the Augmentation
Scheme will be gladl to learn that contri- |
butions are coming inquite freely for the |
Supplementing Fund. Collections have
been forwarled by 140 congregations, to
the amount of about 8800Q, during the past
elcven months, of which sum $2600 from
60 congregation, were received by the
Treasurer during the mouth of March.
As there are 40 congregations still to be
heard from there would be no ditticulty in
attaining complete success this year again
if unly each of these congregations would |
contribute the amount for which it has
beenasked. It is extremely desirable that
rthere should be nv nen contributing con-
_gregations thiswyear. _Let each congregn-
tion therefore which'has not already done
.80 senl its collestion tu-the Treasurer im-
mediately, E AM

We have received *The Knox Church
Messenger,” a-small but neat paper pub-
ilished for the members of this congregation
in Calgairy, by the pustor,- Rev. J. C.

Herdman. May he be-auccessful in help~
.ng to mould aright the great North-West.

Good actions give strength to ourselves,

.and inspire guod actions.in vthers, - —Sm.iles.

«Our columns this month contain an
obituary notice of anuther of the alumni of
of the old Pictou Colleginte Institution,
It is singular that withina period of about
thres months no less thun six of them
have pussed away. Rev. A. Bhliikie, D,
D., late of Boston ; Rev. John 1. Baxter,
Rev. P. G. McGregor, D. D., of Halifax
Charles Robson, of Halifax ; Dr. David
Gordon, of Edinburgh, and now Dr, Reas,
The survivors of thuse who studied at tho
institution at that timme, when Dr. Thomas
McCulloch was Principal, are now becow-
ing asmallband. We lave obtained tho
names of the following : D, W, McCulloch,
ex-collector of Customs, Pictou ; Revds,
William McCulloch, D. D., Truro;
William Fraser, D. D., Clerk of the
General Assembly ; George Christie, and
Jouhn Cameron ; Sir William Ritchie, Chief
Justice of the Canada Supreme Coutt ;
Sir Adams G. Archibald, Sir Hugh .
Hoyles, Ex-chief Justice of Newfound-
land ; Judge Blanchard, of Kentville ;
Judge Young, of Charlottetown; Judge
Fogo, of Pictou; Edward Blanchard,
Jonathan  Blanchard, John McKinlay,
James W, Carmichael, and Sir William
Duawson, besides a number of others, such
as Dr. Patterson, who had a part of their
course at it. Among thuse who studied
at the Institution at that period, six after-
ward received the title of D.D., and five
the honor of knighthood.

That vast region of Central Africa
known as ‘‘The Congo Free State,” is
likely to be opened up to civilization, com-
merce, and Cllristianity, by a railroad past
the rapids of the Congo, comnecting tho
ocean with the navigable waters abuve
Stanley Pool. To shew the extent of
vountry that will thus be reached, thero
are in the various tributaries of the Congo
above Stanley Pool, 7000 niiles of navig-
able water. The capitalists interested in
the eonstruetion of the work bave placed
it in the charge of Henry M. Stanley, who
has done so much towards opening up this
dark continent to the World.

In the same region the American Bap-
tists are going forward with great ewergy
ir their missienary work.

Joln Bunyar was once asked 2 question
about heaven which he could nos answer,
because the matter was not revealed in
Scriptare, and he thereupon adsised the
inquirer $o lise aholy life,and gw and see,
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THE LATE REV. JAMES ROSS, D.D.

On the 15th of March Dr, Riss passed
to his rest.  Ho was found in o kneeling
position in his bed chamber, on the evon-,
ang of March 8th, stricken with parlysis,
as if, in the act of prayer before retirving to
vast, the stroke had come. He lingered
fora fow duys, growing weaker and weaker
until the end.

Ho has heen 8o intimatoly connected
with the efforts of our church to provide
for the cducation of a native mnistry,
thut his life can starcely be reviewed,
without taking into account, that,in which
he bore for many years a prominent part,
and with a brief sketeh of his work, may
be noted the progress of the Church in
that work,

He was the son of Rev. Duncan R )ss,
who came to Pictou in 1795, and who was
mray years pastor of the congregation,
comprising all the country about West and
Middle Rivers, and Roger’s Hill. He
received his classical education at Pictoun
Academy, then under the charge of Dr.
Thomas McCulloch, father of Dr. Me-
Culloch of Truro, and pursued his studies
in Theology undor tle same instructor,
for Dr. McCulloch was, apnrt from his
Acadomic work, the Synod’s teacher of
Theology; mnd severnl of our earlier
native ministers, Dr. Ross among the
number, were thus taught and trained.
After completing his Academic course,
and while pursuing his Theological studies,
ho taught the High School in Sackville,
N. B. After his father’s death, October
25, 1834, he was chosen by the con-
gregation as his suecessor, and on Nov. 3,

. 1833, was ordained at West River, and
inducted into the pastoral charge of the
congregation, at a salary of £150, N, S,
Currency, ($600) *one half to be paid in
cash and the other in produce.” This
was some time after increased to 8700,
and was, with one exception, considerably
Jarger than the salary paid by any other
pastoral charge within the bouiids of the
Synod.

The congregation was at that time about
the laigest in the church. It was the
largest in numbers, embracing over three
hundred families, and with one, or per-
haps two exceptions, the widest in tervi-
torial aven. But he entered upon his
Inbors with great energy and zeal, and for
sevorzl years discharged the whole duties
of the ministry throughout its wide extent.

3,

His preaching at this time is universally
reported ns having been of rare excellence.
There are atill those who can remember
sermons preached by him which in intel-
lectual power, they will say they have
never heard surpassed any where. His
discowmrses were always charncterized by
clear statement of the truth, logical ar-
rngement, and forcible expression, and
often sot off by rvich scriptural illustia-
tions.  Thoy were indeed lnrgely doctrinal,
but they were also practival and sumetimes
deeply experimental. His voice though
not, of great compass, was strong and
sometimes touching in its tone, so that
every where he went his preaching was
grently relished by intelligent Christians,
and indeed was often regnrded asa rich
intellectual feast. In the discharge of
private pastoral duty, he was also forsume
time energetic and faithful.  And his
1abors were not withuut fruit.  Souls were
added to -the Lavd, and Clristians in-
creased in knowledge, and in fruitfulness
in good works. It was rare tofind a budy
of people, of the same number, among
whom could be found as much Christian
intelligence and piety. The congreigation
which, under his father, had been univer-
sally acknowledged as among tho best in
the body, and indeed sonietimes claimed
to be the best, retained or increased its
reputation for liberlity and zeal on be-
half of all church work.

While thus Iaboring he was struck down
with severe illness, and for a time there
was anxicty for his life. But through the
blessing of God he was restored, appar-
ently, to his former health. On the first
Sabbath after, on which he was able to
occupy his pulpit, he preached from
Hezekinl's sickness and restoration, to o
deeply solemmized audience. But it was
the will of God that he should give threo
times fifteen years service to the church
on carth,

He had not been many years a paster
till circumstances tended to draw him from
: congregational labor. From his ordina-
! tion he had shown a deep interest in the
, public work of the church being soon
. after elected Synod Clerk, and taking an
l'active part in all its business. He con-
! ducted, in 1842-3, .d“"i“lf its short life of

fifteon months, The Preshyterian Banner,
' a paper published under the auspices and
by t*xe direction, of Synod. In particular,
!he had been chosen as a_trustee of tho
| Pictou Academy under its old constitution,
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and when, after the removal of Dr. Me-
Cullech to Halifax, to the old Dathousie,
in 1888, the teaching of the higher
branches was discontinued in Pictou, he
was the most active in raising funds in the
congregations of the church to pay off its
debt, and prepare for its re-opening.” As
time passed, events in Providence seémed
to indicate that he wasto serve the church
in some vther sphere than the pastorace.
Bis own mind was inclined to philosophic
studies, and this, with the circumstances
of the church and country at the time, in
regard to education, seemed to point for-
ward to his serving his generation. in the
professorial chair. Soon after the death
of Dr. McCulloch, in 1843, Dalhousie
College was closed, and the church was
left without an institution for the pre-
paratory training of the future ministry.
For a time there was great uncertainty ns
to the policy to be pursued. By this time
the other leading denominations had en-
gaged in the support of denominational
colleges, but the majority of the Presby-
terians preferred a Provincial University,
and for some time the church was reluctant
to take any step for teaching philosophy,
which might seem to hinder the efforts of
the friends of such an institution. While
matters were in this state, Dr. Ross, at his
own house, carried a class of young men
through a course of logic and moral phil-
osophy, two of whom, at least, have long
served the church faithfully in the min-

istry.

Dr. McCulloch had passed away, and
Dr. Keir, of Princetown, P. E. 1., had
been appointed in the following year,
1844, as the Synod’s Professor of Divinity;
the students going over to P. E. Island,
to where the Professor lived, to receive
instruction during the few weeks of the Col-
lege tern.  Two yenrs later, in 1846, the
Synod decided to have, in addition, an in-
structor in Biblical Literalure, and ap-
pointed Mr. Ross to that position. For
two years he performed the work, going
to the Island to meet the classes at Dr.
Kier's house. Each Professor received
for his services 8120 per annum and sup-
ply for his pulpit during hissix weeks
course of teaching. :

In 1848 came two more changes. One
was the division of ‘the congregation, Mr.
Ross retaining West River, while Green
Hill was erected into a separate charge.
The other was, that the Synod decided to
appoint & Professor of Philosophy, includ-

ing instruction in the lnnguugfoé, mathe-
matics, &e. The training in these depart-
ments lad formerly been obtained, first at
Pictou Academy, and afterwards, for o
short time at Dalhousie College, but the
requisite preparation could not now le
given at the former and the Iatter was
closed. The Church, holding that the
State should give instruction in the higher
branches of secular Jenrning, was very un-
willing to take any steps in that direction,
but being compelled to do so, decided to
establish o _Seminary at_ West River, and
appointed Mr. Ross as Professor. There
were no Theological classes that year and
he gave yp, the year following, the de-
partment of Biblical Literture. |

This arrangentent. involved nich more
labor in teaching on Mr. Ross’ part_than
his former duties had done.  Accordingly
overtures were made to the congregation
of West River with a view of securing o
larger part of his time for the work, Ris
support: to be divided between the Synod
and the congregation, the charge of Synod
to the Bowrd of Superintendence, being,
that ** Mr. Ross’ salary be not diminished.”
The result was an arrangement by which
the congregation were to pay Mr. Ross
€400 for preaching, while the Synod paid
him £300 for teaching.

The formal opening of the Synod's
Literary and Philosophical classes touk
place in the church at West River, Nov.
5, 1848, just 13 years after his ordination,
in the presence of a large congregation.
Twelve students attended the first term,
which was closed with an oml examina-
tiun by the Committee of Superintendence,
an the 2lst of June following, lastimg
seven hours. :

The term of study was shortened and
the time changed the following smnmer,
the classes to begin in the spring and end
in tae autumn.

As an instance of the interest taken by
the West River congregation in the work,
they at this time offered to raisec §800
towards the erection of a'suitable building,
if the Synod would decide to locate the
Seminary permanently at *Vest River.
The offer, however, was notaccepled.

During the years 184¥, ££49, there had
been no classes in Divimty, any students
that there were having gone .“woad, but
the first class that had heen receiving in-
struction from Dr. Ross in the preparatory
subjects, were now ready to enter upon.
the study of Theology, and the Theological
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classes were resumed at West River in the
Autumn of 1850, the session lasting six
weeks, Dr. Keir coming from the Island,
and Dr. Smith from Stewincke. The
lutter had beon appuinted tu the chair of
Biblical Liternture and received its allow-
ance and supply for Lis pulpit during his
absence. .

Now that both departments of the
Senunary were in operation, the order of
work was as folluws . The Literary classes
met in the be%inning',,of September, and
ended about the middle of October, the
Theolugical classes opening immediately
thereafter and continuing for six weeks.

During the years 1848 to 1850 Mr.
Ross did all the work of the preparatory
dopartiment, teaching the leading subjects
of a liberal education and for several
hours a day, besides preaching regularly,
on Sabbath.  He conld not, of course, at-
tend tu Pastoral duties, but with the
preaching and teaching he perfurmed an
uncunt of work that must suen have told
upen the strongest.  He was, as has been
said, a man of marked intellectual vigor,
und the students of thuse early days speak
with euthusiasm of the instruction then |
received, of the mind sv strong in its
grasp and clear in its analysis, shedding
Light upun all the varied subjects that
came within his sphere.

Under these labors and alsu, it is be-
livved, from the unhealthy air of the small |
room in which the classes were conducted.
his health gave way. Repeated attacks
of hemorrhage reduced him to a state of
great weakness. He recovered so as to
resuine his labors, but it is thought by
many, that he never afterward attained
his former strength.  His veice had lost
much of its old power, and his mental |
energies seemed to sume degree depressed |
by impaired physical vigor.

In July 20th, 1851, Mr. Rouss was separ- |
ated from his congregation, and his whole |
time given to the Synod's work of Educa-
tion in Classics, Mathematics, &¢. The !
infant church, consisting of only four,
Presbyteries, containing in all thaty-fice
eongregations, had now for the first time
a Professor devoting himself wholly to the
work and supported entirely by the church,

In. Jan. 1854, a special meeting of
Synod was called for the purpose of secur-
ing another professor, and it resulted in
the appuintment of Mr. Thus, McCulluch, |
son of Rev, Dr. Thomas McCulluch, who,
was to .undertake the teaching of Latin, l

'Mathematics, and Natural Science, in-

cluding Chemisiry, and to receive a salary
of £100 (8600) per annum, Mr. Ross
meantime receiving $700.  Sunall as these
amounts may scem there were but two
cungregations in the Synod promising at
that dute 8800 tu their pustors, and %)ut
one other, promising over $600, while if
we take intv account the irregularity with
which the pastors in many cases received
their support, and the regular and punc-
tual payments to the professors, the latter
had decidedly the advantage. Yet many
of the people were giving with a liberality
that many now would do well to copy.
The cungregatiuns werecomparatively few,
and most of them poor, and’ those who
served the church. iy any capacity, shared,
as was right, in tlie straitened’ circum-
 stances of the times, on the same principle
that when the church increases in numbers
and strength, she should, us she has done,
of herabundance devisemore liberal things.

The church had been for sunie time col-
lecting funds for & Seminary building, and
at the meeting of Synod in 1856 1t was
decided that it be located in Truro. The
Board of Superintendence was directed to
go furward, procure a site, and erect a
suitable building. This was done at a
cost of £5000 fur building, and $800 for
site; and on Sept. 1, 1858, took place
what was at once the inauguration of the
new building and’the vpening for the first
time of the Theological Hali in Truro.
Six weeks later the Session closed and'the
literary clnsses opened in accordance with
a resolution passed at the Synod of 1857
that the preparatory department meet
henceforth in the winter instead of the-
summer. The Theological classes were to
be held as usual from the first of Septem-
ber to the middle of October; the literary,
from that, to the middle of April. With
the removal to Truro $100 each wasadded®
tor the salaries of the two Professors, mak-
ing that of Prof. Ross, $800, and that of
Prof. McCulloch, $700, the former on=a
level with tlie highest congregational
stipend paid at thiat time within the bounds
of the Synod.

On Sept. 22, 1858, Dr. Keir ldied, affer
a few days illness, while in attendance on
his duties at tlie Seminary in Truro. In
prospect of a union with thie Free Church
there was na. appointment made for tlie
chair during the session of 1859, but it.
was agreed to ask Dr. Ross to take. charge:
of the class:for thiat year..
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In 1860 the Union took place, and the ! ality of support, and far in advance of
educational work of the united budy was | most of them, but within the last fow
divided. The Thevlogical Hall was lucated | Years, there has been a large increase in
in Halifux, with Dr. King as Principal, | the rate of payment given by a few of tho
aided by Professcrs Smith and McKnight; | wenlthier congregations and the support
the two latter retaining the charge of their | of a very few engaged in pastoral watk
cungregations. The term of study was has oxceeded that of the Professours, hut
lengthened and the clnsses met in the  from the beginning it has been the ain of
winter months at the same time with the | the Synod to do its utmost in the way of
other department. The literary classes securing a liberal educativn by being
remained in Truro in charge of Professurs | liberal accurding to its weaus te thuse of
‘Ross, Lyall, and McCulloch, the salary of | its ministers whom it asked to undertane
Prof. Lyall, 81000, being provided for a | that work.
time by the Free Church in Scutland, | It speahs well fur their self-denying
while that of Profs. Ross and McCulluch | liberality, that all through the earlior
was increased by the Synud to $1000 and perivd of this Educativnal struggle, the
8300 respectively. In the following year [ Synoud, made up of ministers who wete
that of Professor Ross was by a unani. | receiving for the most part but $400,
nous vote increased tu 31200, or cunsid- | 8500 and §600, and no manses, wrought
erably in advance of any minister in the | faithfully ameng their coungregationa
church, and double the almount received | to got for their brethren whum they
by all except two or three, shewing un the | had appuinted as Professurs, and who had
one hand the high estinte placed upun | been taken frum amonyg themsebves with-
his talents and services by his brethren, y vut special or custly preparation fur the
and their willingness to shew their appre- | work, a support considerably larger than
ciation to the best of their ability. I they themselves enjuyed.

In 1863, on the reorganization of Dal-, Dr. Russlived tv attain his majority oa
housie, the Synod accepted the offer made | Principal of Dalhousie College, having
by the Government to the different de- | been in that pusitivn for tirenty-une yeats,
nominations to support Professorships in , He lived tu see three-yuarters of & cet-
this Provincial University, and closed the , tury of life, and to spend a half century
‘Seminary in Truro, removing its Professors | in the oftice of the ministry, having con.
to Halifax, where Prof. Ross was ap- | pleted his jubilee year last November.
pointed Principal of the New Dalhousie, ,  One by one the aged are passing away.
with an allowance for that position of 200 | Be the voice one of Providence % the
from the Guvernors of the Institution. ) younyger bidding us work while the day
His work was now notso much church | lasts fur the night cumeth.
work, as Provincizl. Our Professots were
supported by the church but she did not
cotitrol the college. Her students re- NOW IS THE TIME.
ceived their training in common with all :
those who might choose to come, and upun ;  Perhaps there is now a ““shy, solitary,
the same terms. Here in 1365 Prof. | serivus thought” in your heart about be-
McCulloch died, ending his days in the; coming a Christ.an. If you let it alune it
service of Dalhousie as his father had done | may fly away like a bird thyough a cage-
twenty-two years before. daor left open, and may never come back.

About ten years later the Synod wish- | Or else a crowd of business cares and plans,
ing to deal as generously as was in its or Yerha )8 a pressure of sucinl invitativna

ower with those who were doing its will flock in, and the good thought bo
%ducational work, increased the support  smothered to death. You have smotheved
of its Professors to $1500 each, apart from  just such blessed thoughts befure. The
the snecial allowance made by the Gover- i thought in your heart is to become a

nors to the Principal, which, with class.
fees, made for him a regular income from
his professorial chair alone, of 81330 per
annum,

Until comparatively recently the Synod |

had kept its Educationists in advauce of{

any of its own members as regards liber-

Christian now; and the great bell rings
vut, ‘* Now is the accepted time; behold!
now is the day of salvation.” No soul
was ever yet saved, and no good deed was
ever done tu-morrow. Be careful, dear
friend, lest to-morrow find you beyund
the world of probation!—Dr. T\ L. ¢ uyler,
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THE LAST SERMON
OF THE LATE
DR. MACGREGOR.

Early in October last Dr. MacGregor
‘being too ill and wesk to attend the meet.
ing of Synod in St. John, came to New
Glasgow, o spend a few days with his
friends, in the hope that the change might
benofit his health. The subject of the
attitude of the early Christians, waiting,
Bouking, for Christ, had long been on his
mind, and while here he wrote the sermon,
which in his weak state shews great clear-
ness and strength of mind, as well as rich-
ness of thought and feeling, and comes to
us with an added power from the fact of
being the farewell words of one who was
waiting, arid was so soon to see that for
whicl he hoped:- .

The visit proved a last one to the scenes
and friends of childhood, for the day after
his return to Halifax he was prostrated by
severe illness from which lie never rallied.
On receiving the Minute Book of the
Foreign Mission Committee some time
afterward we found the sermon lying
snugly folded within its cover, where he
had laid it, on its completion. Liberty to
publish it has been kindly given and we
know that our readers will prize it much.
He never preached it but in this way he
being dead yet speaketh.—Eb.

REV.

“ And how je turaed to God from idols to sere the
Jiving and true God and to wait for His Son from
Heaven, whom He raised frcm the dead, even Jesus |
who deliverith us frum the wrath to cunie. "—1 Thess.
1: 9, 10.

Often have I desired tv preach from
these words, but delayed, from cunscivus
insufficiency, and inability to do them
justice. Nor do I now feel capable of |
rising to the height of this great argu-
ment. Oh, if we could read and hear these
words, as if for the first time—if you could
Thiear and receive them, as the Thessaloni- |
ans did, when this letter was first opened |
and read—if you could forget the mere
words and your familiarity with them,.
and weigh well with personal application,
the realities presented,you would find that |
they had lust nuthing in interest and im-
portance; and would go away from_ this
house filled with wonder and enthusiasm; ,
would go away to serve the living and
true Gud, and to wait for His Son, with a
devotion and constancy which would
amount tu 2 new and most precious ex-

2

pericnce. The Lord deliver us from form,
and the deadness which results from form,
and bring home the truth to our hearts

't with the Holy Spirit and with power!

I will, D.V., present the leading truths
of the passage in order,

I. ““The Thessalonian Believers antici-
pated, and hoped for, the reappearing or
presence of the now absent Son of God.”
They anticipated and hoped for a Second
Coming. You need scarcely be reminded
that they all, whether of the Jewish or
Gentile side of the Church, were fully
persuaded that Jesus, the Son of God,
had come in the flesh, to-seek and to save;
had lived and suffered, had died and risen
and ascended to the right hand of God.
For these were just the great facts which
the Apostle Paul had preached to them,
and on which;the church was built. But
with these, they had received another stir-
ring truth, viz.: THAT HE WOULD COME
AGAIN-! : . o h
* They had not only heard, but received
and welcomed this farther truth. It found
its way to their hearts, as well as to their
heads. It was the solace, the inducement
and reward which reconciled them to the
difficulties and trials of their situation;
for we should not loose sight of the un-
questionable facts, that they received the
Gospel message in much affliction, and yet
with heartfelt joy and thanksgiving. Now
it was theirstrong faith in the reappearing
of that Saviour, when, having not seen
they had embraced, and loved, to deliver
them from 2ll their enemies by complet-
ing their Redemption, which gave them
joy, became an anchor of safety, cast
within the veil, and which was ever draw-
ing them homeward. Andso it is written
of others who were of like mind and heart,
with these  they were sared by hope.” 1In
other words their Salvation was both
present and ‘prospective, but the blessed
prospect was not that .they would goto -
heaven at death, but that Jesus their
Saviour and loved one, now personally
abgent, would return, would claim hisown,
complete the deliverance begun, and take
them to dwell for ever with Himself.

And sv evidently they hgd been taught
and fully believed that the evexnt was cer-
tain, though the time was uncertain. In-
deed the time was left intentionally unre-
vealed, and to the Church uncertam, that
the greatness of the event might not be
diminished by speculations, as to its dis-
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tance, but should stand ont «lone in i!.sl

essential magnitude and glory.
Yes, and as often as they came together
to break bread, they remembered and
' commemorated the firstcoming,and assured
themselves of the <econd, for the Lord’s
Supper, in the very wourds of observance,

as given by the Spirit of inspiration, con-,

nects-the two, looking forwgrd, as certain-
ly as backward. ** For as offen as ye eat
this bread and. drin¥’this” chp ye do shéw
the Lord’s death &ill he come.” And so
-there-is evidence on the right and left,
that when these Thessalonian men and
women, whether they had been Jews or
Gentiles, turned from idols to serve the
living and ,true God, it was also to wait
Jor His Son fiom Hewven !

Doubtless too they found this lively ex-

ectation to be what Paul in writing to
Titus declard it to be a BLESSED HOPE !
That appearance they had not seen, did
not see, might not, during their natural
lives, see; but they were persuaded of its
reality, and were content to wait for it,
just as the father waited in faith and hope
for the first advent. Their confidence
might indeed be laughed at by scoffers,
saying ** Where is the promise of his com-
ing 2”7 But it was well founded, and they
“vere not ashamed tw be addressed as
persons WAITING FOR HIS COMING.

What think you of these men, my
hearers? Were they idle visionaries, star
gazers, enthusiasts { They had turned
from idols to serve the living and true
God, from senseless rites performed in
honor of Jupiter, Mars, Juno, and a thou-
sand mystic deities, to serve Jehovah.
They had embraced a service, rational and
satisfying now, and giving promise f
glurivus progress. They looked mainly at
the unseen and Eternigl, ‘and realized that
Geudliness was profitable unto all things.
hav;nyg promize of the life that nowis, and
of that which js to come. They had
chusen a friend who wculd never forsal e
them, who would come again and fulfll
the glorivus promise *¢ Where I am theie
shall ye be also.” Fools indeed ! Sil'y
enthusiasts ! Were they not 1wvise, scizer
than their enemies who persecuted thew,
wiser than the ancients, wiser than mary
of the mod rus, who pride themselves «n
their superior knowledge ¢

Blessed Hope indeed:  Not of perennii
sleep, nut of alsurption, neither Nirvaia
nor anmhilation, not the hupelessness of

the Agnostic and infidel, but Hope resting
on the persen, work and-experience of
Churist, hope in Christ, sustained by Christ,
and of being with Christ*for ever!

Need I add, my heavers, That the fuct
of Christ’s reappearance is one that sheadd
STIR EVERY HEART. It is not certainly o
dead fact, spmething to bhe ted te,
ana e there uncared for ! It jsvital and
personal. It belungs to you and we, and
should mové and thrill var whole spiritual
nature. Let me ask you, then do you
believe this great fact? Is it to you a
soul-stiring truth? Do you go forth in
expectation to welcome the truth and the
coming ?zwiuurl Or do you think of it
as sotnething to_be drewded and shunk
from, as sumething to he forgotten, and
to be driven away from our daily thought,
as a disturbing element ! Consider hon-
estly, how is it with ymrself? I you give
an honest reply to this question the reply
may tell you where you are !

1I. The text sets forth the scenrity which.
they had for His veappearing.

Why did they expect Him to come
again? His own assurance: “If Tgo I
will come again.” Why did they pTacCe
such confidence on that promise? His
faithfulness was a goud and sufficient
reason.  But another is given God had
raised Him from the dead. ** Whom He
raised from the dead,” about that there
was 1o doubt. Had not Peter and the
hundred and twenty boldly declared the
factin the face of thuusands of vppunents?
Did not. Peter aftiim it un his second and
third addresses, setting it furth as the greut
truth to be witnessed ¢ And when it was
questivned, and st me needed continnation,
did not his Brother Paul, as well as He,
establish the fact by anarray of witnesses,
su numerovus, and so cunsistent, that the
cvidence in form of fa.t was abundant
and irresistible, thet Jesus Christ, of the
seed of Dayid, was mised from the dead
according to my Gospel.  Of the Jewish
part of them it is recorded, Acts 2vij, v §,
that ‘they believed when they ¢ heand
Paul reasoning three Sabbath days wut of
the Scripture, vrening and alleginy that
Christ must needs have suffered and risen
asain frum thedend and that Jesus whom
I preach unto you is the Christ.”  Oa the
other hand, the Gentile part having turnedl
from idols to the one living Gad, had ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus, because he wus, by
Resurrection, declared to be the Sin of
God with power. They had aceupted the
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. tion for their hope! And what a source
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attestation as complete, God by His | our preaching vain, and ini#8a there is.
Resurrection having set it to His seal once | not much left for us to préch about.
and for ever ! ] Your faith is vain, and tfe: agé of gloom

But the great’fact,is here referred to, 2s | has begun. *‘But now i#% €hrist risen
proving specially the va'idity, the entire | from the dead and become 8l first fruits
reliability, of their hopes, as expectants of | of them that slept,” and kave the first
a returning Jesus with Resurrection power | fruits been presented and adeépted, then,
and glory. ‘It is the pledge clear and | who shall hinder or what fifall prevent.
absolute, of their participation in that | the gethering home of the great harvest in

now as theif representative” enjoyed in

1ips of Paul reply -to the challenge.
Heaven It was the pledge of Hisresolve ] g

“In Christ shall all be made alive, but
to come and cheer them with all his Re- j every man in his own order, Christ the
degmed to share in soul, body und spirit | first fruits, afterwards they that are
His image ! Christ’s at his coming. Is the assurance
Nor could they desire or have better | satisfactory? Is it not perfect? Could
security ! The Apostle Peter knew'yone | they or you desire or coneeive a more
}wtter.l for tge dij;persed b{gthr%:x to \vh(:;n satisfying ground of confidence !
he said of this Jesus ** Who by him do . : whi
belicve in God that raised him up from the BllII. lBﬁt what ?n};at;:ces mzmex(:'se]): .hgs
dead and gave him glory that your faith cssed Tope 18 that the coming One is e
o who huth already achieved owr salvation,

and hope might be in God.” o ¢
b R 1 who hath delivered us from the wrath to
In truth they 1no other f " | come.” (Revised Version, who-delivereth. )
The present tense is the one used, and.
whether it refers to salvation by purchase-
as perfected, or salvation as applied and
going on, nuw experienced, we should
notice with joy that he speaks in the name
of all beliercrs, uses the plural and there-
fore includes ourselves *¢ Who hath de-

know, that this is the best authenticated lneresl’ or delivers us from the wrath to
fact in tie world’s histcry.  ** Do you be- | €OMe .
licve,” said Napoleon to Weland, the Poet, | Could we Jorget the second coming of
“that Christ was an historical persunagey” | which God foretold with all its glorious
¢ Certainly, > was the reply. It would | resurrections and experiences, could we
be as wise for men a thousand years hence | 12y it to one side, could we ignore it for 2
to deny your existence, and the occuirence | Season we have left a wonderful salration.
of the battle of Jena, as to deny the chief | -AIready weare saved, being delirered fronm
events of the New Testament. 1t is {oo | the wrath to come.
late for such a question to be asked note. | Is not that a great deliverance, for
Joseph Cook has said: ‘Y do not know a | which to cherish profvund gratitude—
learned skeptic in the world who has any i froma wrath te cume.  We may well pause
doubt about the historic reality of Christ’s | in the presence of that memorable word,
appearance, or as to the fact that it vas | WRATH, But is not God Love, and can it
the mosit exalted wmorality which le | bethat wrath in £iie text expresses a Dicine
taught.” As a result of a century «f | affectiva to sin or the sinmner? Our reply
failures “of attacks on Christianity, we [.s that equally God is light, is holy, isa
must liit ourselves out of the pousition ¢f | consuming fre; and this verse which is a
the dewst at the opening of our centw:y. , declaration of Jove and salvation, yet dvee
TMen of the twentieth century will xe- | not deny or hide the wrath of the Lurd
member that certain things have been | against sin and the impenitent sinner. 1n
proved by the progress of scholarship in ;God there is holy anger, which means in-
the nineteenth century. And among the | dignation against sin. It is hatred of
facts proved, prominent is the Resurrec- | wrong. That anger whichis with usa
tion of Christ. On this fact rests the | passion is with God a principle. 1t is in-
Church, Christian Hope, and the future of | separable from His nature, because He is
the world ! supremely gcod. He is offended at, and
If Christ be not raised, then truly is ' will eppese ar.d punish, what contravenes

- new, and full-and glorious Life, which He.i its fulness ! Let the Moly Spirit by the
!

of strength and of peace is it now to us,
when we hear agnostics. and infidels, and
cmpty-headed worldmgs, speak as if al,
teyond what is cognizable by the senses,
were uncertain and vague, and the unsub-
stantial fabric of enthusiasts. Thanks Le
unto God, that we not only believe but
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His goudness, and tends w blight His'} Need I remind you again that the Thes-
creation (creatures). - | salonians, are described as having turned

Wrath to come ! Participle coming, the | from idols to serve God and to wait for
idea heing futurity and certainty; already | His Son?_ They would serve and wait ;
in motion, on its way, as it is written ¢lse- | they would serve by waiting, This was
where ¢ The wrath of God cumeth on the | their attitude, and their determination.

_children of disvbedience.” X i They would wait hopefully, juyfully, yet

And it was the greatness of this wrath, | not idly but diligently devoted to service.
which rendered the interpusitivn of a ; How lung, they did not know, fur the time
Days man or Mediator essential tu vur sal- | was not revenled.  Death inight cone, but

- vation! To meet and to avert from us, | it would find them still wuitiny !

the terribleness of this wrath agdinst sin, I will "nut enlarge un thisasa chame-
and sinmers, the Son of God assured our , teristic of the emly Christians, but as it
nature, and thus, sent by His father in. ; should be descriptive of modern Christians.
ineffable love, qualified himself for the | even of ourselves, I will improve the sub-
great redemptive work; a work of un- | ject by remtinding you of the more promi-
speakable grandeur and glory, a work | nent ideas involved by such waiting. The
worthy of the Godhead, and egually dear | momentous guestion for us is, Dues the
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, a work ! teet describe ws¥ Are we trnly waiting in
in which He persevered ti}l He bowed His | hopeful, juyful, eapectancy for the coming
head, saying ‘-1t is finished.” Then fol- { Jesus?  If so, if weare cast in this would,
lowed resurrection, ascension, reign, and | it will follow :— .

the mission of the Divine Paraclete and | 1. That o heart is with Jesus— whom
Comforter, as seen in the conversion of | having not seen ye loved ! Heisat God's
tinners and the upbuilding of the Church. | right hand, and our affections follow hi,
Hence Paul's testimony to the Thessaloni- | ching to and embrace him.  Christ though
ans, *‘whodelivereth usfrom the wrath to | not now appearing is our life, its service,
come.” They and others were emanci- | its support. its essence, and as the Scottish
pated from the wrath to come ! song hasit, ** My heart’s in the highlands,

But the full value of this deliverance | my heart is not here,” sv our refrain will
they did not know, nor do you; nor could | be ¢ My heart is with Jesus, sy heart is
they, nor can ye, ill He come. Not till | nut here, my beloved is mine and [ am
then, will the heat of the Divine indigna- | his !
tion against sin be fully knowen. Novtill | 2. We are persuaded of His comfug.
then, will the wrath of Christ be known, { This is no guess or protability, Welwow
and the extent of his suffering, not till | he shall appear, ** when Christ who is'vur
then will we know what we owe him, nut | life, shall appear.”™ On this we reckon and
till then shall we know what we shall be, | by it we are controlled. 'Wé are per-
nor the leight, depth, the length or the  suaded. the Sun will rise to-morrow, and
breadth of this great salvation noto only | on his rising we count in all eur prospec-
begun, - tive plans, and so the rising uf the Son

But thauks be to Goud it is ecen noan dear, jof Righteousness, should bave, and will
thav the Risen One, the Cuming One is | have, a controlling puweron ur Christian
the Blessed Saviour, who has carried on life. Oh, let us see that our faith and
our sadvation thus far; who is vur Belored, ¢ spiritual visiun continue strung and dear,
who hath Joved us and washed us from vur | lest we sleep and should, thruugh sluth
sins in his own blvod. Is nut this a;and remissness Le fuund ashamed at his
blesced enhancement ¢ coming,. .

Angels annvunced the second cuming, { 3. We shall male preparation fur the
but it was His coming. Bad it been ; mceting. There are circumstances in com-
their's it would have been joyful tidings ! | mon life in which you ever and must care-
Tiut the announcement is mwore joyful, | fully prepare fur an unexpected meeting.
wore gladdening ten thousand times © ) First, when you are notified of the coming
The Sun cumeth with ten thousand of his | of & distingrushed persunage, whom to meet
saints, a1 all his holy angels. He cometh | is a high honur, second, when ycu an-
to be glorified in his saints !  ticipate meeting 2 lored fiieud for whose

IV, The attitude «ud duty of the Thes- | retreene you kace longed, and waited, and,
salenian Belicters 1cas, ax murs should be, ithird. when you anticipated the Visit of a
oiic «f patient, active, juuful cepeclacey. | superior with authe,dy to review youd
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accounts and your whole business transac-
tions. And all three are combined in the
coming of the Son of man. He is the
Prince of- the kings of the Earth. He
comes in unspeakable mejesty and glory.
A British Peer who would maké no pre-
paration to entertain his Sovereign is not
to be found in the United Kingdom, And
can Christian men r¢main unmoved, and
make no preparation for-a visit-from. the
King of glory. The coming one loved us
and gave himself for us, hus been absent
in our intérests, but has not forgotten us
or ceased to work for us, And shall we,
can we, remain dull and dead and un-
moved at the sounds of his approach?
He comes too as our Supervisor, vur Lord
and Master, to examine and to review, to
call his stewards to account, to approve or
condemn, to reward or reject. \What,
then, wmeans preparation’d It means
PILIGENCE, the diligence of a devoted
servant who loves his absent Lord, thinks
oft of his return, and esteems his—Well
done! as the highest of rewards. It
means FIDELITY, fidelity to a trust, to a
high connnission, to a noble stewardship,
in discharging the duties of which, the
honor of the Master and the good of those
v humn He seeks to bless, furnish continual
and high stimulus, 1t means coONsTANCY
and endawrance under difficulties, trials,
meckings, persecutions.

Brethren you can see this preparation
as expressed in all these ways by diligence,
fidelity, constancy and endurance inthese
Thessalonians; for mark, they received
the Gospel in much affliction, yet they
endured as sceing Him' wha was invisible.
Nay, they made their light to shine afar.
‘Wherever they went they were witnesses
for Christ and the Gospel. ** ¥or from
you” saysthe Apustle ‘“sounded out the
word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia
and Achaia, but in every place your faith
to Gud-ward is gone forth, s, that we need
not to speak any thing. . .

(2.) They were exemplary, *ye became
imitators of us and of the Lord, so that
ye biecame examples to all that believe.
How should welive? Tit. ii, 12: *‘ deny-
ing ungodliness and Wworldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteoysly and Godly
in this present worid,. looking for that
blessed hope, and the. glorivus appearing

of the Great God and owr Saviour Jesus.

Christ.”
(3.) They made the Apostle joyful in
prospect of meeting them at the Grand

Reunion. ** For what is our hope or joy
or crown of rejoicing. Are not even ye
in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
at His coming.” Thess. ii, 19.

(4.) They filled his soul with thanks-
giving, mingled with prayer. *‘ For what
thanks can we render to God again for you
for all the.joy wherewith-ve. Joy for your
sakes before our God, night and day pray-
ing exceedingly, that we might see your
face and might perfect that which is lack-
ing in yourfaith. Now, God Himself.and
our Father and our Lord. Jesus Christ
direct our way into you, and the Lord
make you to increase and abound in love,
one toward anvther and toward all men,
even as we do tuward you, to the end he
may establish your hearts unblameable in.
holiness before God. even our Father at
the coming of vur Lurd Jesus Christ with
‘21l His saints. .

Brethren, be fullowers of these believ-
ing, earnest, Christ-like men.

ON THE STATE OF RELIGION.

EXTRACTED FROM REPORT, IN THE PRES-
BYTERY OF LUNENBURG AND
SHELBURNE,

Attendance on the Word is repurted te
be fairly encouraging in every report
under our hand.

With regard to the Sacraments, the
irregularity of professing Christians hus
in time past been, a serivus evil. Satisfac-
tury progress huwever has beenmade dur-
ing the past year. . .~ ’ .

The training of the young seems tov Le
largely neglected by ,the majority,of vur
families, though there are honorable ex-
ceptions. Excuses are given, accounting
for failure in this work. Perhaps as
pastors we are nut altogether guiltless in
the matter. Pastoral visitation should
include the fustering and stimulating uf
family training buth in enforcing the duty
of parents in teaching their children the
broad principles of Christian morality, and
in showing them how to teach thir chil-
dren. We  should place catechisms
smaller and more advanced in our familics
and show the people how to teach them,
+ Sabbath Schools seem to be doing.good
work all around. ,Every report seeips to -
speak with some measure of encourage-
ment in this matter, though many regret
that the Sabbath School seems to be the

pillow of indulence to parents who neglect
their own duty. We are persuaded that
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Sabbath Scho 1s-can never do their duty
fully till aided by howme instruction by
parents. Parents on the other hand
should be taught not to excuse their
neglect by saying, I send my children
regularly to the Sabbath School. There
is.e large field for the cultivation of each
in the careful religious training of the
young.

The question of finance receives full
attention. Congregational finance dves
not present many new features. Abso-
Jutely it has not made much advance.
But when the state of businessis taken
into consideration real progress in giving
must be noted. .

Nothing special is noted in regard to
methods. In.some cases collections are
taken every Sabbath, in others only once
a year. All points between the two seem
tu. be touched. Most of the Sabbath
Schools do something for mission work.
It.is.greatly to be desired that a more
systematic effort to call . opt the liberality
of our people toward the schemes should
be introduced. An annual collection, no
amtter how faithfully taken, cannot meet
tlre demands of the case.

Family worship is reported to be some-
what generally observed.in one congrega-
tion. In most others the duty isattended
t by a very small proportion of our
people. Our prayer-meetings seem on the
whole to be improving, in numbers attend-
ing, and in readiness to aid the pastor.
The prayer-meetings in vne district have,
«luring the winter seasun, been held in
private honses with good results, This
ethod of reaching the people in sbattered
<harges is well adapted to several of our
«congregations.

SUGGESTIONS.

We would continue to enforce the
value of specinl services in the sggcial con-
litivns of vur pupulativn. Many of our
pevple are only within our reach at certain
seasons of the year;let us be instant in
seeking their spiritual welfare.

2nd.” The value of mutual prayer can-
not be overestimated. Brethren, pray for
us. Seck also the united secret prayers
of living members of the congregations
over which we have charge

3rd. We would again reiterate the
statement that we must teach our people

. how to train their children. It wont do

for us idly to deplore the lack of parental
instruction. We should put the catechism

into the family and show the parents how
to use it.

4th. We should teach the parentsin
regard to family prayer, getting simple
forms when necessary, or urging them to
use the Lord’s Prayer in connection with
the reading of God’s Word.

We should be persistent in respect to
these two things or no progress can be

expected.
E. D. MiLLAR.

*“MY FATHER'S BUSINESS."

Are you ‘‘about your Father’s busi-
ness?’  Very likely you would say, I
do not know huw I can be about my
Father's business, I dv not know what it
means.” See what it meant for the Lord
Jesus, and then you will see what it
means foryou. When he said these words
he was in the temple ““hearing and ask-
ing questions.” You are going to God’s
temple tu-day ; will you do as Jesus did?
Not sit thinking about all sorts of things,
and watching the people and wondering
when it will be over; but really hearing
and watching to see what your heavenly
Father will say to you. There is sure to
be some message from him to you to-day,
if you will only listen for it. Do you not
wonder what it will be? And will it not
be a pity if you do not hear it, but miss
it, because you forget tolisten toit? And
have you nut any questions to ask? Not
of learned doctors, but of Jesus Christ
himself! He who once asked questinrs
in the Jewish temple, now answers many
) 2 question in hisown temple. Think what

you would like to ask him about, and if
they are right questions he will answer
them. Might you not ask him to-day to
tell you how you toocan be about his
| Father's business? When St. Paul said,
**Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?
the Lord told him une thing at a time, and
prumised to tell him what else as soon as
he had done that. Soif you go this day
| to God's house, and thus do vne thing
which he wants you to do, you are sure,
| if you listen, to hear sumething else which
he wants youu to du, when you come away.
—Frances Ridley Havergal.

Stories first heard at a moather’s knee,
i are never wholly forgotten—a little spriug
that never dries up inour journey throush
s:or:zhing years. —Rufini.
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THE OPEN DOOR IN JAPAN. 'it;ci‘lfdwith ]the restored po;er of the
- . ' ikado in the government. Forthis the

BY 1. T. GRACEY, D. D. contended, butgat last both leid down thei{'
Thirty and more millions of people, in | arms at the foot of the Mikado's throne.
less than thirty years, have, in the Empire ,  All this vccurred just at the juncture
of Japan, undergone the greatest possible | when western natiuns, partly by over-
of revolutions in matters of government, | awing the Japanese government, induced
commerce, education, religion, the army , tlem tu accept foreign commerciul inter-
and navy, material and social science, | course, thus introducing to their notice
systems of finance, religion, and —well, | the ideas of the. must advanced civiliza-
everything but morals. tion. The new western ideas were thus
A rough historical draft of the Empire  thrust upun them at a time when the
of Japan may be made thus : -Theoreti- | crusts of sucial and political order were
cally, the govertument was presided over | broken up. and when the remoulding
by the gods. About 700 5. c. these dele- | came, new men helped tv inaugurate new
gated their prerogutive to & ruyal race of | measures. The foreign features couid
god-men. These received various titles, , readily be incurporated asa part of the
amongst which was that of Mikadv. The | new regime., The result we have seen in
Mikado must bea ruler of Church and  part. It cunstitutes the most astonishing
State. He isaborn Pope, holy, infadlible,  fusion of ideasvand sucial and political
too sacred to be allowed to touch the  fyrms respecting periuds separated from

ground, theoretically never even paring | each other by not less than five centuries. .
his nails, nor cutting the hair of his }'.Qad.' The total revolution, which has made a .
) ’ new Japan, has taken place in the life- .

or beard.
But even this royal line of incarnate | time of a single generation, and. involved
gods became involved in trouble, by that | changes that would constitute a new era
cancer of all royalty, the order of inheri- | in any country.
tance, and a military power wassummoned |  The door was wide open for Christian
to support the claims of the gud-king on!idcas and political and social order, and,
the Japanese throne. . in the providence .of God, these were un
Ahout seven hundred years ago the | hand attheopportune moment. A people
nilitary power of the Japanese govern- | whose written history stretches in unin-
ment chose to constitute itself the Execu- | terrupted tale uver 2650 years, whose first
tive part of the government, and to assert | ruler of the still reigning family was cun-
its own permanence in this relation. temporary with Nebuchadnezzar, have, in
In the organization of this Executive thirty years, seen all this totally revolu-
Departinent, the generalissimo of thearmy | tivnized. Thirty years ago it was like a
established, subordinate to himself, a miedia:val Europe. now it is nmudernized in
great nobility on a feudal basis. The | almwust every part. Down to thirty years
head of this military was entitled the  ago, with a lunger history than any nation
Tycoon. Nominally he was subordinate, | in the West, it had gune through fewer
cven from his own standpoint, tv the | changes than the youngest of thew.
Mikado. Everywhere, and vn all hands, | Within thirty years, this nativn, with
the Mikado was acknowledged as the | government records reaching back to the
Emperor. Everywhere, and on all hands, h time of Cgggsus, had publicly and deliber-

i

the Tycoon was ‘kngwn tn be the real | ately, in the face of .the world, changed.

Emperor. This’ dual ‘guvernment, with | the settled habits and pulicy .of centuries.
the Mikado for figure-head, lasted for| The Mikada has.resumed the goyern-
centuries. In the course of time, the | ment defucto, banished feudalisi, destroy-
great increase and the greater oppressions | ed nwmerous principalities, cunsvlidated
of the military class prepared t}i’le people | the army and the navy, built a fleet of
for its overthrow. 'II)‘his ‘could only be | war and transputt steamers, ironclads and
done by reasserting the long-durmant but | rams ; cunstructed a stvne dry-duck, with
rightful power of the Mikado. The | capacity equal to the requirements of the
Tycoon and his feudal lords became divid- | largest steamers ; built machine shops,
ed, and both sought relief in one way, | forges and foundries, railroads and tele-
both determined on re-establishinz the | gTa ph lines ; established schools in which
direct and single gotvernment of the | English, French, and German are taught,
Mikado. Eaxch party sought te identify l

sent.more than a thuusand of the countrylsa.

Public Archiv

HALI
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best young men abroad, ¢o study the laws, ! moral works increased in 1881 over 1880
languages, habits, manufactures, govern- | from 32 to 93 ; historical works from 196
ments and religion of other countries; | to 276, practical  works from 491 to ‘556,
totally changed the system of internal | drawing and writing from 127 to 339,
revenue ; introduced new methuds of agri- | engineering works from 8 tu 28, buvks on
culture, mechanics, and ruad and bridge | commerce from 70 to 115. In twu years
building ; and serivusly, yea, radically, , 415 newspapers were started, 161 of which
modified the whole pusition of woman in | ceased, vne unly being prohibited by the
society. government. The total works published
Japan, from a state of absulute exclusive- | in 1881 was 4910 against 3792 in 1880.
ness for ages. has swung to the other side ; School-books in both years were nearly
of the arc, and is represented at every | half as numerous as all others put toge-
European capital. Then * the sea was its , ther, numbering 707 in 1880 and 704 in
bulwark, now it is its pathway.” Then | 1881
taxes were collected in kind, now in, Into all this great change and stir Cliris-
money. Then Buddhist temples were in , tian thought and Christian influence
the front, now Buddhism is disestablished , entered as a “part, and necessary part, of
and its revenues divided to the State, and | the regime, and the Christisn missionary
its bells ““sold for old bronze.” Then | was everywhere in demand as a teacher,
there was feudal tyranny, now there is a and new the Christian sentiment exerts
limited monarchy. Then the Emperor  great influence un the government, thaugh
was absolutely invisible because of his it is not shown formally. The foreign
m sacred character, now the people are not , missionary has been mainly the govern
{1 even obliged to prostrate themselves be- | ment employee in the Imperial College and
i fo.e him on the streets. A duzen news- , the normal schools at the very juncture
papers are published in Tukiv, and hun- , when that government sends vut the edict
dreds in the provinces. The pustal sys- | of compulsory education of every buy and

*“Postal Union,” and letter-boxes in
remote villages are labelled in English—
¢¢ Post-office.”

|' tem of Japan is now embraced in the | girl in the Empire.
|

In 1880 the report of the Educational
Department showed a schoul popu’ation
in Japan of five millions, between the ages

" The telegraph runs frum end to end of | of six and twenty-four years. Two mil-
i the Empire, and its nativnal holiday— | lions of these were enrclled on the schocl
i every fifth day—has, since 1876, been | registers, and the average daily attendance
i substituted by the ofticial advption of i was a million and a half, of whom 66060
| Sundey as the day of rest. The calendar | were in the middle schools, 7700 ir. the
{ of the civilized world was adupted three | normal schuuls, and 6700 at foreign lan-
years earlier (1873), that year becoming | guage schools, and the total gain of
the 2333rd year of the traditional un- | scholars over the year befure was 200,000.
broken reign of the Mikados. Outcasts; Here, then, is a great system of educa-
like workers in leather have becume | tion, nut unly of which the missionary
** citizens ;” new coinage has been intro- | force may avail itself, but which it has the
duced ; Englishmen and Americans have | uppurtunity to largely mould. Here js 2
‘been put at the head of the Department | literury people, and the missivnary is un
of Public Works ; the navy, the Imperial , hand with his Christian literature, which
College, the..Department of Mines.  The ) he sells in vast quantities unmolested, with
Department of Religion in 1877 .was, all the edicts against Clyristianity unve:
abolished by its incorporation with the | pealed” . . , T
Department of the Interior, or Hume, _The government hasmaterially, modified
Oftice, and the Shintu priests awarded a its official attitude toward Clristianity.
pension, to cease after twenty years. . | Everywhere, when the missionaries first
The literary stir..is surprising. The | sought tv intruduce Christianity, they
Department of the Interior licenses publi- , stoud face tv face with the ancient edict - |
cations. In 1881, 545 works on political ; now nearly 250 years old -which reads . —
subjects against 281 in 1880, wurks on, “‘Solong as the sun shall warm the
Jaw 266 in 1881 aguiust 207 in 1880, carth, let no Christian be so bold as to
modern_pulitical econumy 25 in 1881, come to Japan; and let all know that the
against 16 in 1880 ; works un medicine 267 | King of Spain himself, or the Christian’s
in 1€81 against 229 in 1880, ethical and ' God, ur the great God of all, if he vivlate

33 of Kova Scotia
FAX. N. & .
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this command, shall
head.”

This was supplemented in 1868 by new
proclamations. Mr. Griffis in his Mikado's
Empire translates them thus :—

BOARD No, I.—raw,

The evil sect called Christians is strictly
prohibited. Suspicious persons shall be
reported to the proper ofticers, and re-
wards will be given. )

pay forit with his

Dax Jo Krax.

Fourth year Kei-o, Third month,

BOARD No IIl.—1aw.

Human beings must carefully practise
the principles of the five social relations,
Charity must be shown to widowers,
widows; orphans, the childless and sick.
Thero must beno such crimes as murder,
arson, or robbery. : )
e Dar Jo Kvax.

Fourth year Kei-o, Third month._

And a few months afterwards the fol-
lowing appeared:—

¢ With respect to the Christian sect,the
existing prohibitivn must be strictly vb-
served.

‘“ Wits are strictly prohibited.”

In 1873 all these public nutices were
withdrawn. This did nut cancel them,
however, any more than it did those
against ¢ murder, &c.,” which were also
removed; yet tolerativn has gradually in-
creaged since their removal.

Thus, too, & direct advantage has come
from the adoption of the seventh instead
of the fifth day as the national holiday, as
the native Evangelists and missivnaries
thus have for their Sunday labor a day
that accords with thegeneral public leisure.
This advantage is held to be incalculable.

The Press being practically free, and
public discussion unrestrained, the public
vpinion seems to be, growing more and
more favorable to measures which will
facilitate Christian work. .The Press has
again and again openly advocated tolera-
tion. Ono editutial in a Japanese news-
paper in 1875 ran thus:— . .

““The faith of people can only he formed
by their hearts, and it seems therefore
improper for the Government to dictate to
them which form of faith is right, and
which is wrong, and what they shall do,
and what they shall not do on this subject.
It would be better for the Government to
permit the people to worship God as they
please, provided that in doing so they do

not violate the laws'of theircountry. This,
therefore, is a thing to which our rulers
ought to give the greatest consideration.
Ye'statesmen, what are your views ?”

This same editor pleads for Christianity
as follows:—

“The entrance of Christianity is the
natural outcome of time. There is noth-
ing better than Christianity to aid in the
advancement of the world, but tiere are
sects which are injurious, as well as sects
that are beneficial. The best mode, there-
fure, of advancing our country is to intro-
duce the most free and enlightened form
of Christianity, and have it diffused among
our people.” .

The look, of things now is that it is pos-
sible that Japan may become Christian by
royal decrée in a day.- -The great states-
man, Fukuzawa, intimates this as a-neces-
saryspolitical-and civilizing measure. He
does not base his argument on the excel-
lence or necessity of it as_ a religion, but
says it is an essential part of the western
civilization which they are compelled to
adopt, or retire frum the comity of natwns.
Christianity is not only the root of the
advanced civilization of the age, but it is
inseparable from it. It is impossible to
accept Christian civilization without ac-
cepting Christianity itself. Itisa political
necessity to Japan.

We have left vurselves no room to show
that Japan is ripe for the Christian reli-
gion as no other, or ina sense that no
other is on the globe. That it is managa-
zble in size, being a group of islands, with
a compact pupulation within reasunable
limits. That it is destined tu great devel-
opment, ¢nly a small propurtion of its
territory being cultivated. That it is
strategically related to the Empire of
China, and its speedy conversivn would
have an ovvervhelming effect both on China
atid Korea, that this people are. impres-
sible and enterprising; that they promise
quick and glurtuus returns; that the suc-
cess of Protestant missivns since 1869 is
su startling and Pentecostal that the Jap-
anese Christians are fond of calling their
histyry.a sepond edition of the Acts of the
Apostles. T T e )

The oppurtunities for work are beyond
description. The duty is imminent. These
circumstances will not stay. Japan is
undergoing hourly change. The whole
nation is In a state of expectancy of the
cuming of Christianity.—From the Word,
Work, and World (New York).
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THE McAI‘P}I{ MISSIONS 1IN

A BKETCH OF THEIR HISTORY.

It was in the summer following the dis-
asters of 1870-1 that the Rev. R. W. and
Mrs. McAll paid their first visit tv Paris.

In order to-obeerve for themselves.the
state of the pourer uarters of the town
after the Cominunpe, they went ‘to Belle-
ville. There they offered tracts and spoke
kind words to the. pass.rs-by, and were
encouraged by the fricndly spirit in which
they were accepted. At the cornerof the
boulevard they came upon a group of
workmen in their blouses, their hands
buried in their trousers’ pockets, and with
short black pipes in their mouths, while
they talked vociferously as though affairs
of life or death were at stake. One of
them paused of his own accord, and in the
name of all made this unexpected appeal: —

 Monsieur,” he zaid, *‘ you are a Chris-
tian minister, are younot?” *‘Yes, my
friend,” was the reply. *‘Then I have
suinething to say to you. In these popu-
lous districts there are many of us that
feel the want of a religion of truth,reality,
and love; and if sume une would come
amongst us tu teach us, we shuuld be

one was struck with the simplicity and
convenience of the arrangements. A desk
for the speakers, straw . chairs for the
hearers, a harmonium. with parafin lamps,
were all the furniture, while Scripture
texts and prints on the walls were both
ornamental and instructive. At the ap-
pointed hour of opening the meeting, the
president would read a short passage of
[the Bibleqith ¢'few words of prayer.
Bright, anid soul-stirring hymns were then
sung, as well as wt frequent intervals.
Many of these were adapted by Mrs. Mc-
All and others from the sacred songs so
familiar in England, such as ¢ Hold the
Fort,” * Safé in the Arms of Jesus,” and
were sung to their well-known tunes.
These prepared the mind and heart for the
addresses, brief, pointed and affection..te,
illustrated by homely stories, and full of
Gospel truths and useful moral lessons.
Very marked was the attention to the
speakers in those early days, as the writer
can testify.  Slight interruptions did
sometimes occur, but were wvereome by
gentle firmness. At the close all went
quietly home, carrying with them some
little book given at the door.
| Such was the simple and Scriptural
methed adopted fourteen years ago, and

ready to listen to him.” lin the main the same is pursued still.
Strange words were these to be spuken | Meantime the little mustard seed, sown
tu strangers in such a place and by such a ; in faith and love, has been growing into a
speaker. No wonder is it that they went | living organization, extending over a great
straight hume to their hearis, and spunded ' par: of France. There are now ninety
like the cry of the Macedunian, heard in | five stations, of ‘which thirty-five sre m
visiun by St. Paul, *“ Come uver and help | and around Peris, and the remainder in the
us.” After much serivus and prayerful | large towns and country districts. To
cunsiderativn, they accepted this casual | secure its permancy the Missicn lias been
appeal of the French ¢“ ouvrier” as indeed | placed under a Board of Directors, while
a call from God to work for Him in Paris, g r. McAll retains his office a8 Honorary
They well counted the cost of dissolving | Fresident. A Liability Fund has been
the ties which Lound them to an impor- | formed to meet all possible exigencies ina
tant and attached fluck in England, and | country so liable to revolutionary changes.
of embarking in this untiied and formid- | A very large and ever-increasing band of
able enterprise.  Entirely at their uvwn , workers has been enrolled, some of whom
charges they touk a house at Belleville in | reczive emall salaries, but the majority,
the very midst of the pour pevple whuin | being in better circumstauces, affcrd grat-
they wished to benefit, and cautiously,yet | uitous help. .
resolutely, set about their self-imposed | The latest and boldest step was taken
‘task. last year by opening a hall in the Boule-
Their first station was at Belleville. | varl Bonne Nouvelle to seat 300 persons.
There, as afterwards in other centres, their | As Parisis the heart of France, so the line
plan was tu hire a shop or warehouse in | of great boulevards is the heart of Pans,
sume principal street and cunvert it intv a ; which every night and day throbs with its
mission-hall. A actice-board abuve the | nany strange forms of intensest life. Men
duur, lluminated at night, displayed the { of all naticns, creeds, and professions press
words, *‘ Aux Quvriers,”"—‘‘to workmen,"” | along through this modern Vanity Fair,—
“Bible meetings, free.” O entering, ! too many, it is to be feared, forgetful of

0
.
’
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God and eternity. With not a few mis-
givings, and yet in simple faith, the “Salle
Baltimore” was opened on April 23rd of
last year. It was so called from the
+ American friends, who generously supplied
the funds. Shortly before 8 p, m. a i)ittle
btand of workers met in a side room to
imnplore a blessingon their newand arduous
. undertaking. Some stood at'the entrance
to invite the thought]ess throng to entbr.
‘But did they enter ? Attracted by a frde
invitation to what they suppused to be a
rlace of entertainment, many stole in,
gazing around with wonder and suspicion
at the strange scene. The now venerable
leader rose and gave out a hymn, and the
first strain of sacred music rose to Heaven
which had ever heen heard on that spot.
The parable of the good Samaritan was
read. Mr. MecCall having then explained
the obje.t of the meeting, Pastor Racolin,
of the Reformed Church delivered a
powerful address, exhibiting without con-
troversy the principles of the Gospel in
contrast to the religion which many were
accustomed to despise. A prayer of con-
gecration followed, and after others had
spoken the service was concluded. Some
sixty inquirers then met in the adjoining
room for further instruction, not the least
promising of whom were many young men
pressing forward into the kingdom. When
it was proposed that those that believed
in Christ as their own Saviour, or desired
to do so, should lift their hands, one re-
sponse echoed through ‘the building,
¢ There is no need, we areall one in this.”
The Bible wasread verse by verse, Several
spoke of the blessings they‘had received,
and one offered prayer. All this went on
within a few yards of the'din and folly of
the crowded boulevard. Thus the stan-
dard of the Cross was planted even where
Satan’s seat is,.—Sel. -

Unitaricnism, remarks the Presbyterian
Bawer, that at the beginning of the pre-
sent century seemed to promise rapid
growth, has been making slow progress.
According to a statement made at the
Unitarian Convention in Philadelphia,
last week, there are in this -country only
300 churches scattered over 24 States.
Last year our Presbyteriun denominations
organized 177 new churches.

The best portion of a good iman’s’life, is
his little, nameless, unremembered acts
of kindness and love.— Wordsworth.

¥

*

THE MISSIONARY FIELD.

BY, A. T. PIERSON, D. D., PHILADELPHIA. .
’ .
PRESENT OUTLOOK—STARTLING FACTS.

At the outset of 1886, the religious cén-
dition of the race is about as follows-:
Total, 1,5600,000,000, one-third nominally
Christian; of whom about 365,000,000
Romish, Greek and Oriental, and 135,-
000,000 ‘Reformed; of the remaining
1,000,000,000, about 10,000,000 Jews,
180,000,000 Mohammedans, 800,000,000
Pagans. We give round numbers, as easily

" burne in mind.

Of Chima's 300,000,000, 75,000 are in
Christian communitices ; of India’s 150,-
000,000, about 700,000; of Japan’s 53,-
000,000, about 15,000; of Siam’s 8,000,-
003, °2.000; of Turkey’s 20,000.000, 100,-
000; of Persia’s 7,500,000, 5,000; of Af-
rica’s 200,000,000, G00,000 ; American
Mission fields add 700,000, and the Isles
of the Sea, 400,000 more, identified with
Christian institutions; and so we have a.
grand total of 2,600,000 who in the whole
mission field are either converts or adher-
ents of Christian churches,

Now let us glance at comparative re-
sults. Over 100 organizations now in the
field, with a working force of 35,000; of
these, 3,000 ordained, and 3,000 more lay
workers and women, all fram Christian
Innds; with 2,400 ordained 'natives, and
26,000 native teachers and-helpers.

What work can .these: 35,000 workers.
show for the, last reported year, 1883-4 ¢
In all missions there are 800,000 living
native communicants, of whom the year's
net gain was 125,000!--average of over
three converts to each worker. The whole
number of pupils in mission-schools is not.
known, but, as in India alone it reaches
200,000, it is believed that the whole
number would run into the millions.

What has all Christendom done to effect
such colossal results ? Given in that same
year ten million dollars, or seven and a.
half cents ' for each Protestant church
member; and sent one out of every 22,500
of those members into the field; and dis-
tributed §,000,000 copies of parts, or en-
tire copies of the Word of God, in 250-
tongues. Rev. R. G. Wilder, the most
careful and accurate of our missionary
statisticians, says that the percentage of
increase of communicants in all missions.
is 19 71 over against 0 57 at home—thirty
five-fold as great !,
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1If we judge the quality of these con-
verts by their giving, their average is
$1.25 per year over against the 73 cents
for Protestant Christians at home. Two
hundred laborers in the South Seas lately
sent to the London Missionary Society
2465, over §2.33 each; and 10,000 con-
verts of Wesleyan missions in Sierra
Leone and the gold coastraised last year
a Jubilee fund of 875;000, or an average
of seven and a half dollars each, instead
of seven and a half cents,—Homilctic Re-

view,

WAITING.

T will wait (to unite with the church)
till my husband is ready to join at the
same time.” :

Such language is frequently heard from
the lips of those who have been recently
converted.

But while you are waiting, your public
influence is thrown on the side of the
world, and against the growth of the
church. Your course will deter others
from accepting Christ.

While you are waiting, you are losing
all the help that church membership
would give you in your growth in grace.

It is our duty to obey God. He will
take care of the consequences. His plan
is an éanmediate confession of Chuist, and
he can make it effective in leading others
to Christ. Will you prefer yowr plan to
God's plan ? .

Matt. x. 32, ‘“ Whosoever shall confess
me before men, him will T confess also be-
fore my Father, which is in heaven.”—-
Christian Observer.

Sin isa very simple word, butitis a
very awful thing. A little child could
spell the word, but no one, not even the
angels that dwell in heaven, could explain
the thing, or tell the great evils it has
wrought. 1t is a deadly tree, whose fruit
and whose shadow have filled the world,
and from which everybody has suffered.

Professor Phelps gives three stages of
growth respecting prayer in the Christian
consciousness:—*‘ Prayer as a refuge in
emergencies; prayeras a habit at appoint-
ed tines; and prayer asa state of con-
tinuous living, There can le no doubt
but that the last stage is the ideal une.”

THE “SEALS" OF A SOLID
CHRISTIAN.

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

In the Westminster Revision of the New
Testament, it is said of the house *built.
upon the emrth without a foundation,”
that when the stream brake against it,
** straightway it fell . We oceasionally
hear the crash of some unhappy church-
member whose ill-built character has fallen
in; others seem to be toppling over, and
threaten a fall every day. The reason is,
that they were ecither badly bottomed, or
badly built. They rested their structure
on the lvose earth of temporary excite-
ment, or their own resolutions, or some
other sad delusion. Their fall is a warn--
ing to others to bewnre as to where and
how they build their hopes for this world.
and the next.

First of all, let those who are undertak-
ing & Christian life, dig deep for'a solid’
foundation.  Deep conversions make
strong Christians. Throw out the rubhish
and gravel of old sinful habits, and fastem
your trust on the Book of Ages. Christ
crucified is the cornerstone, and this.
foundation standeth sure. It was the an--
cient custom to put certain inscriptions:
on the cornerstomes of edifices. Paul in
his second epistle to his son Ti.nothy, calls
such an inscription a *‘seal,” and the use
of a seal was to accredit anything as gen-
uine. The great Apostle tells us that the
two certifying inscriptions on the base of
every character founded on Jesus Christ,
are these—** The Lord knoweth them that
are His”—and ** Let every one that nam--
eth the name of the Lord, depart from
unrighteousness.” Whatever other seals
there may have been, these two are vitad
and significent.  The first s'gnifies God’s.
recognition of His own redcened child;
the second describes what He requires.
of him. The first pertains to God’s pro--
mise; the second to our performance. If
the second'is full of solemn <caution, the
first is full of strong and solid comfort.
Let all those who hope that they have
been conyérted recently, or are about
making a public profession of {faith, lock
sharp to find whether the foundation of
their heart-house (in which they expect to-

live) bears Loth these inscriptions.

1. Jesus knows who are His true fol-
lowers. Itis very easy to be misled Ly~
bad advisers in aninquiry-meeting or else-
where. Itis very casy for pastors and.



86 THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

church-officers to be mistaken as to the
real condition of applicants for church-
membership. We cannot read the hearts

‘of others; and some peogle are very blind

or careless in reading their own hearts.
But we cannot deceive the Master. Not
a single sheep that He has ever gone after
and brought into His fold, but He is ac-
quainted with intimately. ‘I know .My
sheep;” *“My sheep henr. My vojce, and

object of divine grace is to give you a.
better nature. If your friends and neigh-
bors do not detect any improvement in
you, then your new structure is a flimsy
affuir—such as speculators run up in our
cities to sell.

2. For, bear in mind, that if the first
seal on the cornerstoneis rich in heavenly
comfort and cheer, the second one is
fraught witli' solemn ¢ititions. Let him

they-follow Me.” In my early youth, on'; that'canfesses the Lord Jesus Christ depart
a farm, I was a tender of shggp,'nnd the | from unrighteousness. You cannot com-
flock recognized me very "quickly, and | promise by living for Christ on the Sab-
pushed up to get their noses into the basket | bath, and for self and the world during
of oats or of salt. Some were so tame as ' the week. You cannot build half the
to eat out of my hands. Those rustic ex- | house on the gravel, and the other half

periences always come back to me when
Iread our Lord’s sweet pastoral words
about Himself and His blood-bought flock.
If youare a true convert, my friend, you
will turn a deaf earto teachers of error,
and to all tempters, satanic or human;
you will beglad to take your salt and your
fresh clover out or your Shepherd’s hands,
and let Him lead you into His green pas-
tures.

Come humbly and honestly into His*
flock with the deep determination to fol-
low Christ wherever He shall guide you.

on the Rock. Use the plumb-line of
God’s Word every day, on every utter-
ance, and every act. If you build out of
the perpendicular line of Right, your char-
acter will soon ¢ fall in.” Nobudy spies
the cracks in the walls suuner than th-
sharp-eyed neighbor, who says *“ I make
no professions of piety, but my wall is as
straight as yours.” Don't be angry at the
criticisms; profit by them. If your Master
has His eye on you, He means that the
world shall have an eye un you also.
Build such a structure of godliness, stone

He puts His name upon you, and knows | upun stone, that all men shall take know-
everything about you. Not a bleat of dis- | ledge of you, that you are based on the
tress will ever escape His quick ear ; everlasting Ruck, and are growing up inte
Jesus knows the voice of every one of His | a solid habitation of Christ through His
flnck, as well as a mother knows the voices | Spirit. The grandest evidence of Chris-
of her children playing in the yard. | tiunity is a Christian.
¢ When Isay my prayers,” said a child to —
her mother, ‘‘then Christ says ‘Hw'k, ON CHILD-TRAINING.
awgels, » hear w little noisz’ Then the,
angels all ke- p still 'till Iget through,and ; It is 2 goud thing to start right. A
say amen.” The precicus and profound, child properly managed at the beginning
truth which is hidden from the skeptic, of life gues alung much more satisfactorily
and the proud scoffer, had been revealed ; than one that has not had that advantage.
unto that babe in grace. The Almighty | Most young muthers are about asignorant
Raviour does hear the faintest ‘‘ noise” of | of a child’s needs as the babe itself, and
the feeblest faith; but He loves to have | hence, having nearly everything to learn,
us speak out loud and clear.  Cume boldly | their first-born suffers fromn a great many
to the throne of grace, that you may ob- | mistakes which the children coming after
tain mercy, and may find grace to help in, escape. This has been the case from the
time of need. | beginning, and doubtless will be to the
Jesus knowsalso your weakuess, and | end of time.  Almost always, if children
the sins that nost easily entrap you. Just | turn out badly, you can trace the cause to
how much of the old Adam you have to, parental neglect, or to ignurance, care-
fight just what a quick temper, ur unruly | lessness, or over-indulgence. It isa great
t mgue, or morbid melancholy, ur nervous | respunsibility to have the care of a child
excitability, or sensual appetites, any of | thrust wpun one, and to realize that its
you have to contend against, the omnis- | future state, both in this world and the
cient Shepherd understands perfectly. | next, depends almost wholly un the moth-
Pray do not swrrender to these because|er. Itisan appalling thought to 2 con-
they are *‘natural”” propensities: the very ! scientious and sensitive womor .--Sel.
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“YOUNG MAN, I SAY UNTO THEE ! panions.” The preacher described diffor-

ARISE.”
BY MISSIONER AITKEN.

Some of our readers have read of Rev.
H. Aitken, an English Episcopal ministor,
who has given himself to the work of a
missioner or evangelist, and whose preach-
ing has been so_wonderfully prized and
blessed in New York and oth~. American
cities,—Eb.

As] travel asa missioner, from difforent
surrowing mothers, I receive the requests .
¢ Will you pray for my only son? He is
breaking my heart.” ¢ Will you pray for
my boy? He isa good boy, but isnot in-
+terested in religion.” Many pray ‘O God,
help Aitken to save my boy!" Isit a
.nanly thing to break a mother's heart?
My oyn dear mother is now eighty-one
years of age. To-night she will be plead-.
ing for this mission. She says she is tvo
oli to go out to work for Christ now, but
“Ican pray: O God, bless the labors of
my boy.”

In Yorkshire, England, a clergyman
told him that when his dear wife was
dying, she said to her boy *“ I want you tv
%romise me that you will seek after God.”

e said ‘‘ Mother, I will” ; and she then
said ““ Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant
depart im peace.” After she fell asleep in
Christ, my son, true to his promise, kept
his word, but found it hard work to see
the light of truth. The devil put the
thought into his mind ““Go to the public
house and drink to drown thy wmisery.”
He reached the dram-shop, stretched out
out his hand to oupen the door, when he
seemed to see his mother, who said . ““ My
‘boy, remember your promise.” He re-
turned to his bedroom and prayed. O
God, save me ; for my mother’s sake, save
me; ] wont ise from my kneces until 1
find Thee.” Light in Christ that very day
dawned into his.soul. .

As the young man described in the text
was carried forth to be buried, so young
men are carried to death by sinful com-
panions. , Call no vne your friend who is
an enemy to God.

The son of a clergyman in Lundun wrote
toa companion that he had resolved to
live a new life, and received in answer:
¢“My dear Bailey, you have always been
a jolly good fellow ; don’t begin to be a
humbug.” Young men, do pray *O

Lord, deliver me from my baleful com- !

.
]

ent young mien who. had ruined their
bodies and paralyzed their power of will.
One, who was intemperate, to the question
¢ Why do you not forsake the fatal cup ?”
answered *“I try, but down, down I go.
It's no use. I'm lost, for I have no power
of will. O wretched man that I am 1"

Some of you are on the bier of moral
death. Your passions are the bearers
carrying you to destruction, and you need
an external power to carry you in the
opposite direction. He said that an
Awerican clergyman when in England
related that a vessel had drifted into the
rapids of Niagara, and was whirled past
v &edempﬁ(m Point.” Crowds on the
bank saw this and exclaimed **Good God,
the.ship-is lost !” The captain -felt a
breeze sweep past his face and cried ** Set
all the sails " Now there is a batile be-
tween wind and water. The waterstrives
to float the ship in one direction, but the
wind propels her in the opposite direction.
Now she stops as if anchored. The forces
of nature are balanced. Now she makes

rogress and slowly sails into less turbu-
ent: waters. As she repasses past *‘Re-
demption Point” through the streng,
favorable breeze, the shout ascends
“ Thank God she is saved!” Your pas-
sions are sweeping you faster and faster
toward the cataract of destruction, Stand
still 1 Your fast life is taking you to hell !
Yet despair not.

You see death before you. In Christis
life. The widow’s son was dead, and was
not consulted about coming to life again ;
but you have yet the use of your reason.
Men turn from faith and call themselves
rativualists ; but thrusting Christ aside, 18
most_irrational. Standing before yvu is
the Resurrection and the Life. Thank
Gud, you are not yet lost forever! Obey
Christ's mandate ** Young man, I say unte
thee arise,” and yuu may becume valiant
in His service. )

When the preacher.was eighteen years
of age, h¢ preachled’ ina market place in
Scotland. Not lung since a missionary in
India died. Missioner Aitken read his
biography, and for the first time learned
that when a medical student, he heard vne
sentence of the sermon in the Inverness
market place, viz: ‘‘I say unto thee
arise.” He prayed, confessed his sins,
said “‘Lord, I give myself to Thee,” and
in due time went as a missionary to the
heathen, and bade them *“ Arige.” The
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preacher urged the unsaved among the
men of different ages present’to say I
will arise, and be a slave of sin and hell
no longer.” '

STEP BY STEP.

Dr. Cuyler, discoursing on Jacab's Lad-
der, and the fact that progress s gradual
says:

Do not commit the serious mistake of
many who try to grow in grace *‘By
wholesale.” I sometimes hear the prayers
of people for a prodigious advancement in
holiness which would suddertly transform
them into the saintliness of Heaven; but
they come to about as much as the dreamy
wish of an errand-boy that he were as
rich as Vanderbilt. No mere vague desire
to be better and holier adds a cubit to
spiritual stature; Character is built, like
the walls of an edifice; by laying one stone
upon another. A mountain is ascerided
by setting one footstep after another up
ils steep face; if there be an occasional
backward slip a lesson of cautionis learned
and the lost path is regained with the same
determination that carried Tyndall to the
-peak of the Weisshorn. A church member
has just called upon me, who has taken a
terrible down-slide, through tampering
with the social glass. I am done with
promises, and all trusting to my own
resolutions,” said he to me sorrowfully;
and on his knees he besought the ommi-
potent help of his Saviour. Inow have
some hope for that weak brotheér; for he
scems to be getting his foot on the stair-
way of rock. My friend, if youreally aim
at growth, be done with vague aspiration,
and lay hold of some single fault and cor-
rect it. Put the knife, with God’s help,
to some besetting sin. Take hold of some
too long-neglected duty and perform it.
One step on the ladder by brother A——
was to turn out his\champagne and card-
tables, which were Mransforming a Chris-
tian homeintoa Casijio. With Mr. B—
it was to stop his Sunday morning secular
newspaper, which was killing his Sabbath
spirit. With brother C—— it was to go
and make restitution to a neighbor whom
he had wronged. And 1 am confident
that brother D—~— has got out of his mis-
erable * dumps” since he quit his luxuri-
ous sofa, and went off to work in that
back-alley mission school. Holiness is not
2 rapture; it is the steady living to God,

" salvation.

one step at 2 time, and every one higher
up.
We must be careful, also, to cleave
closely to the stairway. A single step to -
the one side or the other bringsa fall,
When my gifted friend, Read, of London,
was precipitated into the Alpine chasm it
was through a thoughtless venture from
the path without hisguide. Presumption
ventures to the dizzy edge; but He who
is able to keep us from fa‘iling will uphold
us only while our feet are in the straight
path of obedience. Every blood-bought
child of God is bound to seek the highest,
holiest, happiest life which divine grace
can impart. Fix your eyes on the crown.
Fling off every encumbering weight.
Cling to the ladder. It will never break.
At the summit is the flashing gateway of
glory. Ascending and descending upon

‘this mygtic ladder of eternal life are the

angels of God ministering to the héirs of
‘When the messenger of death .
meets vs on the stairs it will be byt one
step home !

COLLECTED BY ST. MATHEW'S CONGREGATION,
PUGWASH AND OXFORD, ANKNOWL-
EDGED BY REQUEST.

Pugwash River, per D, Fraser, jr. 475
Oxford, per William Sutherlan 14.50
Pugwash and Gulfshore, per Geo. Reid and

H. Betts 18.50
Eel Creek and Rockley, perJ. McIntosh and

Mary Fraser 15.37
Victoria and Hansford, per A. Ross and

E. Archibald 17.90
QOxford S. S for * Dayspring™ 1123
P. River Sabbath collections for “ Dayspring” 11.13
Miss McArthur, Foreign Mission 5.00
Mrs, Cook, “ “ 1.00

This has been allotted as follows:

Augmentation Scheme 250.00
“ Dayspring,” etc. 2233
Foreign Mission 12.09
Home Mission 10.00
College Fund . 5.00
Aged and Infirm Minister's Fund 5.00
Widow's and Orphan’s Fund 5.00

J. A. MacKEN2is.

‘We make our own skies, very largely.
Our hearts cast their shadows without us,
and the projections of these shadows
tinge the world for us—our world. We
find on this earth, in a mneasure, whatever
we bring the eyes to see. A joyous heart
finds much joy in any circumstances and
experiences. A gloomy heart findsnoend
of gloom. A songful spirit hears music
everywhere ; but a life that has no music
in itself, never hears a songful note, even
amid the sweetest and richest of har-
monies.
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FAITH'S KNOCK AT THE DOOR.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Our Divine Master taught vital truths
by pictures and by parables, The king-
dsin of heaven is *‘like to 2 grain of mus-
tard-seed,” and to leaven hidden in meal,
and to & pearl found in a field. To illus-
trate the true idea of prayer, and of the
soul’s approach to God forall gifts, He
says that it is like knocking at a gate for
admission. ““To him that knocketh it
shall be opened.”

Christ elsewhere tells us that He is
Himself the Door, and that no man cometh
to the Father except by Him. By Me
if any man enter in, he shall be saved.”
This seems to describe to us Christ’s in-
finite loving heart. The sick or the
hungry child, when it climbs into mother’s
lap, is after the warm unselfish heart
which never freezesup. ‘It was the
baby that did it,” said the Irish porter of
the White House to the poor soldier’s wife
who came out with her husband’s veprive.
Lincoln’s big heart could not withstand
the knock: of the tiny hand. Neither
does our loving Saviour withstand the ap-
peals of weakness, or of sorrow, of peni-
tence craving pardon, or of faith craving
spiritual blessings. What a crowd of
filthy lepers, and of blind beggars, and of
impotent folk pressed around the door-
way of that Divine heart while He was on
evrth. It was never barricaded against
the most forlorn or degraded. * This
Man receiveth sinners,” "seemed to be
written over it to cncourage all comers.
It is the same unbolted door to-day.

‘We ought to recast our ideas of prayer,
and cease to think of it as an extorting or
screwing-out of blessings by sheer impor-
tunity. True prayer ie not besieging 2
reluctant God behind a barred gateway;
it is really a taking hold ox God’s willing-
ness. Jesusz desires us to come to Him,
entreats us to come, and puts no straw of
hindrance in our path. The “ wrestling”
we have to do is not with my reluctance
on His part, but only with the obstacles
of our own sin and unbelief. More ready
is our Lord to bestow the richest bless.
ings, than a kind father to feed a hungry
child. Lest we doubt His willingness,He
writes up as in letters of light this sweet
assurance * To him that knocketh it hall
be opened.”

Doces Jesus open the door to every sort
of request that we may bring there ! No

indeed; He loves us too well for that.
Wo ought to be just as thankful for what
He denies us, as for what He gives us.
Selfishness too often comes begging at the
gate of Prayer, with no better claim than
the worthless tramp who assails our doors
with his smooth, artful impositions.
Christ knoweth what is in man; knoweth
often what harm it would be to us if we
could have our own way, and does us the
supreme kindness to refuse our unwise
requests. Itis not humble Faith; it is
selfish Presumption which marches up
like a bank-depositor with his cheque, and
demands just what he wants, ‘Not my
will, but Thy will be done” has got to be
inserted in every prayer we present, or
the Door will not open.

Yetis there no certainty in that word
shall be opened ?” Isall prayera hap-

process, or a blind knocking at a
dead-wall? No. For there arc certain
knocks to which the heart of the loving
Jesus is never closed. He always opens
to the penitent’s sincere prayer for par-
don; for whosvever confesseth and for-
saketh his_sins, shall obtain mercy. To.
the hunted scul fleeing from the Advers
sary, the gate always opens as a refuge.
When we need help to discharge duty,
and strength to carry inevitable burdens,
He pledges to us the grace suflicient.
And to every repentant sinner who flees
to Jesus for salvation, that door of love
shall be opened, “Him that cometh to
Me, I will in no wise cast out.” 1 do not
believe that thereisa soul in verdition
to-day, which ever came to Jesus in the
right spirit and the right time when here
in its period of probation. The hare con-
ception of a single mistake or a single
falsehood on the part of the Infinite Love,.
would be too shocking to be entertained
for an instant. Let God be true, though:
every man be a liar.

Sometimes it is for our spiritual benefit
that there be a delay in opening the door.
The Syro-Phenician woman found that
out; her faith grew stronger every mo-
ment that she was kept waiting. This is
a part of our discipline. Our Lord does
not cheapen His rich mercies by making
them unconditional, Faith must learn
the lesson of submission; and this does
not mean atame, indolent submission to-
evils which we can put out of the way,
but an entire acquiescence in God’s with-
holdings as well as in His bestownls.
Mercies grow sweeter also if there have
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been sclf-denials, and some trials of faith
in the pleading for them. A dear friend
of ours found the conversion of a beloved
child was all the more precious, because
faith had been brought closer to Christ in
beseeching for that child the blessing.
Those discouraged Christians who pull the
door-bell and then run away, have really
no claim to enter. Nor will the door
open to any of us who seek to smuggle
our darling sins with us.

Is that door open forever? Sosome of
the speculators in theology tell usin these
days. But the loving Saviour Himself,
with 2 most solemn and thrilling fidelity,
declares that “ many will seek to enter in
and shall not be able when once the
Master of the house is risen up and hath
shut the door.” Then they *‘shall stand
without and knock,” but gain no admis-
sion. We fear that there may be some,
who have often grieved away the Holy
Spirit, may find that door of mercy closed
in this life. In another world itis no-
where revealed to us that the gates of
heaven will ever open to the deliberate
rejectors of the crucified Saviour. Then,
my dear friend, lose not a moment in
Lnocking at the heart of the loving Re-
deemer.  Drop thy sins, and present thy-
self at the dour. He who says * Come
unto Me,” will surely let thee in.

PIETY THAT IS SEEN.

While being a Christian is in some re-
spects a private matter, it is essentially
and emphatically a public matter. To all
who would be acknowledged as Christians,
inspired words are addressed with refer-
ence to the ungodly, saying: * Among
whom ye shine as lights in the world.”
Their light is for others as well as for
themselves. Kept to themselves, it is of
comparatively little value, being as a light
under a bushel which is exceedingly
worthless. The great Teacher plainly re-
quires of His diciples a display of their
light by those bearing His name, for the
goot of others and the glory of God. This
is according to the analogy of light, one of
the most distinguishing properties of which
is that it does not exist for itself, and that
its mission _is mostly, if not wholly, ben-
evolent. Light cxists for all' ereated
beings and things, and exerts its influence
for the good of all existence, while it
irradiates all worlds and pours forth its
cffulgence everywhere.— The Waichman,

!

NEGLECT.

The true problem of the spiritual life
may be said to be, do the opposite of
neglect. . . . There is, for example,
a sense of yight in the religious nature.
Neglect this, leave it undeveloped, and
you never miss it. You simply see no-
thing. But develop it, and you see God.
And the line along which fo develop it is:
known to us. Become pure in heart.
The pure in.heart shall see' God. Here,
then, is one opening for soul culture—the
avenue through purity of heart to the
spiritual seeing of God.

Then there 1s a sense of sound. Neglect
this, leave it undeveloped, and you never
miss it. You simply hear nothing. De-
velop i, and you hear God. Another line
along which to develop it is known to us.
Obey Christ. Become onc of Christ’s
flock: ¢ The sheep hear His voice, and
He calleth them by name.” Here, then,
is another opportunity for the culture of
the soul—a gateway through the Shep-
herd’s fold to hear the Shepherd’s voice.

And there is asense of touch to be ac-
quired—such a sense as the woman had
who touched the hem of Christ’s garment,
that wonderful electric touch called faith,
which moves the very heart of God.

And there is a sense of taste—a spiritual
hunger after God; a something within
which tastes and sees that He'is good.
And there is the talent for inspiration.
Neglect that, and all the scenery of the
spiritual world is flat and frozen. But
cultivate it, and it penetrates the whole
soul with spiritual life, and illuminates
creation with God. And, last of all, there.
is the great capacity for love, even for the
Jove of God—the expanding capacity for
feeling more and more its height and
depth, its length and breadth. "Till that
is felt, no man can really understand that
word, **so great salvation,” for what is its
measure but that other *“s0” of Christ-—
God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son? Verily, how shall
we escape if we neglect that?—Hewry
Drummond.

A society with 1,800 members, each of
whom is pledged *‘ toread aportion of the
Scripture daily,” has been formed in
Japan, where English is fast becoming
what French is—an accomplishment of the
educated—and the Bible is being studied
by many of the Japanese.
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ETHEL'S CONVERSION.

“If T could only besure that Yam a
Christian’ ” sighed Ethel Morris.

Poor Ethel ! Had she opened her mind
to some une, she might have been helpeq;
but it was her timid, sensitive nature to
keep all to herself, and let the weight rest
heavy upon her.

She had been led to expect some sudden
and wonderful change, and thought she
must be able to point out the very day
and hour of her conversion.

One day in midwinter the new minister
came to call. It so happened there was
1no one at home with Ethel e-cept one of
the boys, who disapp? =1 1 lien he saw
who it was. So Ethell. 2 .* | to enter-
tain the minister, or rather Lo .atertained
her, for he was one of those genial, whole-
souled men who win souls for the Master
wherever they are. :

She did not know how it was done, but
it was not long before he had drawn from
her an account of her trouble.

¢ My child,” he said, ““your fearisthat
Yyou arc not a Christian—that you are not
converted. Let us talkit overa little.
Paul was changed 1rom persecuting the
Lord to serving.  You never hated him 2”

*¢ No,” said Ethel.

¢ But perhaps several years ago—say
five—you were indifferent to him 7"

*“Yes,” answered Ethel, wondering a
little what all this would lead to.

“Did you love to read religious books
five years ago?”

Ethel shook her head.

“Do you now 7"

113 YCS‘Y’

**Did you care for church and church
people five years ago?”

£} No' 3

“ Do you now ?”

“Yes.”

*Did you put other people’s happiness
before your own five yeuars ago?”

“No,"” answered Ethel, a flash of sur-
prise in her eyes that he could know so
well,

Do yoit now 2"

A I tl,’. to."

“‘ la_id’you love to pray five years ago?”

< 0. r

“ Do you now ?”

¢ Yes.” and the girl's tone was unmis-
takable.

¢ Did you accept God as your Father,
and Jesus Christ a5 your Saviour, to love

and serve, all your life, five years ago?”
SN, M

“Do you now ?"—very tenderly and
earnestly spoken.

Ethel’s tears broke forth.

““Oh, I hope and trustso!” she said.

““And all these changes have taken
place within the last five years 2"

““Yes."”

The minister took her hand in his,
¢ My child,” he said, ‘‘you have made
the change as truly as did Paul. From
going one way you have turned to the
opposite.  What greater change could
there be ? Surely what the Lord has ac-
cepted, his discipl/es need not refuse, In
his name, I ask y6u to come and be one of
us.”

* * * * * *

When communion day came again,
Ethel ate at the table of her Lord ; noth-
ing doubting, nothing fearing, but fully
trusting that he who gave himself for us
will ““also freely give us all things.”—
Congueror’s Herald.

HEAVEN.

T cannot tell what ave the forms of its
material beauty and sublimity. I cannot
catalogue the new powers with which the
redeemed and glorified spirits have been
endowed. I cannot describe the engage-
ments in which they are now employed,
But we are within the limits of revela-
tion, when we affirm and rejoice in the
blessed truth that, when at last death
shall remove us from this world, we shall
not only be made perfectly holy, but shall
also be admitted to a home; we shall not
only be free from sin, but shall enter a
house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens. Let us take the comfort,
friends, which God so lovingly offers to
us. Let us not fail, as we anticipate cur
future state, to anticipate also the bless-
edness of our future home. As we think
of those who have gone before us; let us
not think of them as merely perfect in
holiness, but as rejoicing also in material
surroundings, formed by Him who has
made all things beautiful, to be the resi-
dence of His redeemed.—Rer. Joln De
Wwitt, D.D.

A hundred years ago there were not
more than 30,000 Christians in pagan
countries. Now the number is close on
2,600,000.
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MORE DOCTRINE,

Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster goes to the
‘Tout of the matter in the following utter-
-ance, taken from the Christian Intelli-
gencer:

““There are certain old-fashioned vir-
tues, such as honesty, truth-telling, a
fastidious sense of honor, and a regard
for the performance of duty as imperative,
whatever the circumstances, which moth-
ers should inculeate in the nursery. They
cannot too early begin to train their chil-
dren in morals. Little hands should be
taught to respect the property of others.
From the first years debt should be con-
.sidered disgraceful, and sturdy independ-
-ence thereof made the rule of the house.
hold.

“In view of the sad developments
which the newspapers continually bring
to light—honored names stained, families
plunged into the depths of misery,
connunities overshndowed, institutions
wrecked, widows and orphans plundered,
and the long catalogue of ills with which
we are familiar—is it not time to ask
Christian parents to bestir themselves?
“There seems to be a lowering of the moral
stone in society. People forget that they
-are responsible to God. They ignore the
swful fact of His sovereignty. Should
not-greater emphasis be laid upon doc-
#rinal as well as upon practical education
in the home ?

**If the Bible be taken as the rule from
which there can’ be no appeal, the Ten
Commandments erected as the staundard,
and everything in the daily life be referred
to this question, ¢ What is duty to God in
this matter? the next generation will
stand on a higher plane than the present.
Daty to our neighbor must be built upon
a right understanding of duty to God. ™ It
depends upon fathers and mothers to
bring children up in an atmosphere of
reverence for God’s authority and of
-obedience to law, and this from the first.
* The mother’s work begins with the babe
- in her anus.”

A PRAYERLESS MOTHER.

Tn the city of P— a beautiful girl of
fifteen years was suddenly seized with a
malignant fever. As soon as the'disease
so far yielded to remedies that she could
command thought and speech, she called
her mother and said, ** Will you not pray

g —
for me, mother?” The pale, anxious face
gave touching emphasis to the question.
The breaking maternal heart replied :
“Oh! Icannot. Yam too wicked. God
will not heax me.”

What a felt orphanage of soul was that
for the child in her extremity! Asking
for the colored domestic, she faintly
whispered: ‘‘Beccy, you will pray for me,
won't you?” With acheerful tenderness
the pious servant replied: * Yes, Miss
Ella, I will pray.” And she did not plead
with the great Physician of souls till peace
came to the young spirit and the sick
room was bright and holy with his pres-
énce.

When apparently convalescent, she as-
sured her friends, hopeful of her recovery,
that she should not get well, but go to her
heavenly home. They endeavored to di-
vert her thought and amuse hér. One
day she said to her mother, *‘If you will
not ery, there is one thing I want to re-
quest you to do—ask Miss L—— to make
a wreath for my coftin, She, I know, will
do it for me, just as I would like to have
her.” She desired to havea loving friend
lay this last tribute of affection above her
silent heart.

A day or two later, like a startled, up-
soaring bird, in an unexpected moment,
with a smile wreathing the mortal lips, the
trustful spirit flew away, we may believe,
to the realm of light and love eternal.
This truthful narrative is a thrilling appeal
to parents who do not, will not, pray for
their offspring. 'Whata meeting is before
them at the judgment. It appeals with
no less power to the young, unprepared
for the call tv eternity. P.C.H

Were 2 man every day to throw a purse
of money, or cven a single guinea, into
the sea, he would be considered a mad-
man, and his friends would svon confine
him as such. But a man who throws
away that which is of more value than

- gold, than mines, than the whole wozld—

his health, his peace, his time, and even -
his soul,—such an one is admired, es-
teemed and applauded by the greater part
of mankind., -

It depends upon fathers and mothers to
bring children up in an atinosphere of
reverence for God’s authority, and of
obedience to law, and this from the first.
The mother’s work begins with the bate
in her arms.—Mis, Margaret Sangster.
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. A FACT TO DIE ON.

Let mé tell you of a visit that I made
to a poor fellow in Chelsea. I found him
lying in bed. He said at once he wanted
to talk about religion, that he had torn up
his Bible twenty years before. ¢ Very
well,” Isaid, ‘let us talk about some-
thing else. But supposing you were in
prison for a debt of £10,000 and I were to
pay that debt for you and send the receipt
to you, would you tear it up and spit in
the face of my messenger? ~*“No,” said
the man, I don't suppose I should. But
I never heard the Gospel put in that way
before.” ¢ But that is the truth,” Isaid;
and we had a good talk about it. I called
o week later and he asked me to go over
the facts again, which Idid. My curate
was with him two days afterwards when
the unfortunate, man seized for death.
He raised himself as by a’ superhuman
effort on his elbows, and said: .** Wife, it
makes no atter what a man feels; feel-
ings don’t save & man. Facts save him.
It is a fact that the Son of God died for
me and paid my debt, and I die on the
fact.” He then fell back and died. —Rer.
A. Webb Peploe.

It is not enough to receive Jesus into
«our homes and into our lives —this we
must do before any thing else—but we
need to sit at, His feet, to gaze on His
spiritual beauty, to hear His words, to
yield ourselves wholly to His influence.
Thus, and only thus, shall we find our-
selves possessed of the one thing needful ;
and while hands, or feet, or brain are
busy, or while al} are busy together, there
shall be a great calm within ; there will be
speed without feverish haste, and activity
without bustle, and our lives an unbroken
sanctity. Whatever happens, let us not
be too busy to sit at Jesus' feet. — Aitken.

Good resolutions are often like a loosely
tied cord—on the first strain of temptation
they slip. They should be tied in a hard
knot of prayer, and then they should be
kelx)‘t] tight and firm by stretching God-
ward.

Never spend your time in such a way
. that you would nut like God tosay “What
art thou doing !

Rev. Sam Jones, an evangelist, whose
work in the Western and Southern States
has Dbeen wonderfully blessed, makes the
following pointed remarks on, revivals:—

¢ None of your cornstalk revivals. Weo
want the “sort of revivals that will make
men do the clean thing, If we can have
that sort of revival, I want to see it—but
not cornstalk revivals. Do you know what
a cornstalk revival is? Well, if youwere
to pile up a lot of cornstalks as high as
this house, and burn them np, there
wouldn’t be a_hodful of ashes. We want
a revival of righteousness; we want a re-
vival of honesty; we wanta revival of
cleanness and purity, of debt-paying, of
prayer meetings,-of family prayer. That’s
the sort of revival we want. The Lord
give us this sort!”

Every true Christian will say Amen to
that. A revival that burns itself out
leaving no useful results, nothing but
ashes, 18 to be dreaded, one that **makes
men pay their debts, have fawily worship,
attend the prayer meeting, tell the truth,
practice honesty in all their transactions,
and live clean, pure, lives” should be
labored for and prayed for by all.

Some time ago a working man was
urged by his employer to do some work
on the Sabbath. The man courteously
but firly declined to do it. ¢ Why
said the employer, ‘*did not our Lord
himself say that ¢ the Sabbath was made
forman? " **Yes, sir,” was the shrewd
reply of the workman; ““you are right—
the Sabbath was made for man, and is
therefore not to be taken from man.”

. . M . -
A new religious movement is creating
much excitement in Southern Russia,
The ¢* Stundists,” who are membere of a

Lutheran. - body, . .now. call themselves

Evangelical | Christians, , and are making
surprising progress among the peasants.
In many villages the Orthodox churches
remain empty, while the meeting-houses
of the Evangelical Christians are crowded.

The following recent utterance of .Dr.
Fairburn to a company of theological stu-
dents is as true as it i3 sharp: ** Thethe-
ologian cannot afford to be as ignorant of
philusophy and science as a philesopher
and scientist are ignorant of theology.”™~
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A PRAYER FOR AFRICA.

Long forsaken, sore distressed,

Lord let Africa be blest!

Break the spell that binds her eyes,

Bid her from the dust arise, %

Most degraded of our race,

Broken by oppression’s mace; .

Though her skies ave blue and calm,

Lo, she weeps beneath her palm.

Lord, from immorial time,

Darkness, superstition, crime,

(Cruel as the yawning grave)

Sway their sceptre o’ex the slave!

O Jehovah plead her cause!

Pluck her from oppression’s jaws;

On her sevenfold moral night,

Pour a flood of golden light!

Where the Niger silent rolls;
“'Where the noble lion prowls;

Where the traveller finds a tomb,

Bid the *¢ rosé of Eden” bloowm.

Hear, O hear, their fetters plead!

Pity, Lord, their wounds that bleed.

Tools of tyranny and lust,

Low and abject as the dust;

Pluck them from oppression's den,

Raise them to the rank of men.

Let the Negro's silent groan;

Audience gain at Heaven's throne.

Are they, Saviour, less thy care,

Who in jet thine image bear?

Dost thou deem it, Lord a sin
“That a wear a sable skin.

Will thy mercy, man reject,

For his color, nation, sect ?

Tyrants may set up the plea,

Far be this, O Lord, from thee!

Full as ocean, free as light,

Loving thou to black and white.

Bid this daughter of the line,

Dry her tears, arise and shine;

Stretch to God her withered hand,

Taste the love redemption planned;

‘Through her darkness, Holy Dove,
“Wide diffuse thy creed of love!

Pour thy jubilee around,

Malke her deserts holy ground;

Truth in purity make known,

Dash the Koran from its throne;

Banish every devil rite,

‘Wash thy Ethiopin white! J.MaRrspEN.

The Pope las forbidden the use of
polkas, waltzes and other forms of dance
music in the Italian churches. “Would it
not be well for other denominations to
have Popes in a mild way 2—Philadelphia
Preshyterian.

~ SUCIAL CHANGES. *

In a recent lecture Joseph Cook threw
some fresh light an the conflict between
capital and Iabor in this paragraph :

*‘In another generation, if youare arich
man in this, your children may be poor ;
or, if you are a poor man in this, your
children may be rich ; so that Iclaim here
a right to utter the whole truth in suppors
of the just demands of both wealth and
labor. ~ The extension of the suftrage’and
of Republican institutions in modern
times, the abolition of privileged classes,
the overturn of the right of primogeniture,
the opening of careers to talent have made
society mobile; men go up and down; and
when property is widely distributed, and
distributed in a diiferent way from gener-
ation to generation, it is very ditticult to
maintain class prejudices from period to
period, ;making them hereditary feuds.
1t is to be hoped that our Republic never
will have permanent classes, either wealthy
or poor. The mobility of American so-
ciety, and of all society governed under
Republican fashions, is the best ground of
hope that justice will be done both to
Dives and to Lazarus.”

Mobility is good. Society is almost as
mobile in Canada as it is across the lines.
The son of a superintendent of a streeb
car company may be a driver forty years
hence. The son of a driver may then be
the superintendent. Similar changes may
occur in any department of industry. Such
being the case, we should try to treat each
other with generosity. No man knows
where or what his own boy may be forty
years hence.—Canada Preshyterian.

The Pope is making thé most of the
submission of the Caroline Islands dispute
to his arbitration. In his allocution in
reference to the question he congratulates
Catholics upon the fact that the supreme
authority of the Church has been amply
recognized by two illustrious powers, be-
tween whom the church’s counsels have
assured concord. ’

There is not a man or woman, however
poor they may be, but haveit in their
power, by the grace of God, to leave be-
hind them the grandest thing on earth,
character; and their children might rise
up after thom and thank God that their
mother was a pious woman, or their father
a pious man, —Dr. McLe:d.



1

THE MARITI ME PRESBY'I"ERIAN' . H

SIGNING AWAY HIS INTEREST.

It wasin a country store- one evening.
A number of young men were sitting to-
gether about the store, telling what they
didn't believe and what they were not
afraid todo. Finally the leader of the
group remarked that, so far as he was con-
cerned, he would be willing any time to
sign away his interest in Christ for a five-
dollar bill, ‘

¢ What did I understand you to say ?”
asked an old farmer, who happened to be
in the store, and who had overheard the
remark.

“I said that for five dollars I would
sign away all my interestin Christ, and so
Twill”

The old farmer,who had learned to know
the human heart pretty well, drew out his
leather wallet, took therefrom a five-dollar
bill and put it in the storekeeper’s hand.
Then calling for ink and paper, he said,
¢ My young friend, if youwill just step to
the desk now and write as I direct the
money is yours.”

The young man took the pen and began:
‘“In the presence of these witnesses, I
A. B., for the sum of five dollars received,
do now, once for all and forever, sign away
all my interest”—then he dropped the pen
and with a forced smile said, *‘I take it
back. I was only fooling.”

That. young man did not dare to sign

that paper. \Why 7 - He had an accusing
conscience. He knew that there was a
God. Hebelieved inreligion. Hemeant

to be a Christian sometime.

And so do others. Notwithstanding
their apparent indifference, their trifling
conduct, their boasting speech they would
not to-day for ten thousand dollars sign
away, if such a thing were possible, their
interest in Jesus Christ.— Cungregationalist

In tweaty-five years the number of
Protestant missionaries in China has grown
from one hundred and fifty to five hun-
dred, and of churches from fifty to four
hundred. A quarter of a century ago
there were no thealogical schools for stu-
dents, and only four of the eighteen pro-
vinces were occupied with missionary
posts. Now two hundred and sixty stu-
dents are found in twenty schocls, and
missionary labors are carried on in all the
provinces but one.

BURNING THE BIBLE.

The Vicar-General of one of the Roman
Catholic dioceses in  Brazil, considers the
Bible a dangerous book. In a circular to
the clergy he says that Protestant mis-
sionaries are over-running the diocese and
distributing books fair in appearance, but
which are*‘‘designated to, instil poison
into the minds of the unwary. Among
these books,” he continues, *‘they bring
the Bible in the vernacular, without notes,
without the ecclesiastical authorization,
and mutilated, with which they sacrilegi-
ously endeavor to combat the truth.”
He exhorts the priests to warn the people
not to buy these pernicious works; and if
they have already fallen into ‘ unwary
hands,” the priests are to take them and
“burn or destroy them.” OUne of the
missionaries saw a priest burn a New Tes-
tament, which he snatched from the hands
of the woman who had purchased it. He
burned it in the presence of a missionary,
declaring that it was a Protestant book
and false. The Rev. W. M. Brown, the
Superintendent of the American Bible
Society’s work, says one of his colporteurs

in the Noith (Parahyba) had a box of

Bibles and Testament, weighing one hun-
dred pounds, taken from him forcibly and
burned; and the authorities would not
listen to his complaint, replying that he
was a Protestant, and that the Govern-
ment would not protect heretics.—Inde-
pendent.

“In 1866 a Protestant preacher was ex-
pelled from Rome for preaching the gospel.
Scarcely twenty years after, Pope Lec
XIIT said to his Cardinals: ‘It is with
deep regret and profound anguish that we
behold the impiety with which Protestants
propagate freely and with impunity their
heretical doctrines, attacking the most
august and the most sacred doctrines of
our very hqly religion, even here at Rome,
the centre of the faith and the seatof the
universal and infallible teacher of the
church.’ There are now seven Protestant
churches in Rome.” - n

The signs of love are joy in the company
of the beloved, sweet memories and long-
ings if parted, eager fulfilment of their
lightest wish, a.quick responsz to the most
slender association recalling them to our
thoughts. Have we these signs of love to
God ?— Dr. Alexander Maclaren,
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- THE SOUL'S HEALTH.

The health of the soul, like that of the
body, is variable. In both, there are as-
certainable laws, which cannot be vivlated
withimpunity. Moreover, there are cer-
tain noteworthy goints of similarity be-
tween physical and spiritual hygiene.

The first condition of health is good air.
It is everywherb accessible. So is the
Szinit of Go
gpiration—

Pmﬁeriu the Christiah’s vital breath, '
The Christian’s native air.

As fond to the body, no is knowledge to
the soul. It must be regular, varied and
Neither body or mind should
be gorged, nor should the babes and the
infirn: be expected to assimilate the heavi-
est food. The babe in Christ needs other
nourishment than a treatise on Theodicy.

Without timely supplies of water the
body languishes and ({ies. This must be
the fate of the spirit, if there be not, for
it, seasons of refreshing from the presence
of the Lord.

The soul must have the sunlight of the
Divine approval, or it will fade away like
those that live in cellars and in darkened
chambers. It is the privilege and the duty
of all to live and labor in the sunlight.

Without exercise, the muscles grow
flabby and, feeble. Without use, the
spiritual powers decay. Through intem-
perate application to business or to books,
many have lost gifts and graces that once
made them cunspicuously useful in holy

. work.

Do not expect great spiritual growth,
while you neglect the laws (f spiritual
health. —Presbyterian Observer.

THE MOULDY LOAF.

Once, us a poor family sat around the
table to a stanty meal, one of the children
looked up reproachfully at his father, and
down distastefully at the purtion before
him. The portion was bread, and the
bread was dry and mouldy.

The father was quick to see his son’s
discontent, but he spuke gently:

“My dear boy, I am sorly we have
nothing more pleasant than dry bread to-
day. I am still more sorry that our bread
is mouldy; bt see”—and he handed his
portion to the boy, who saw then that
his father had taken the very worst’ part
of the loaf for his share, and cut and pared

?

od. Prayer is the act of in-. azainst the moul

away the most mouldy and bitter parls: of
hic children’s slices on his own plate.

The boy colored, looked wistfully into
his father’s kind and patient, but anxious
countenance, and burst into tears. His
mouldy bread was sweet to him after that,

Christian, you sometimes are tempted
to look up reproachfully to your heavenly
Father, and down discontentedly at your
hard and scanty gortion. You half revolt

y Joaf, and, .are prone-to.
envy the prosperity of others. Perhaps
‘the best cure for this discontent,”and the
best way to make your bitter. bread sweet,
is to be shoivn of what your Saviqur’s por-
tion consisted.

¢ How bitter that cup no heart can conceive,

Which he drank quite up, that sinners might live.

His way was much rougherand darker than mine;

Did Chriet, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine "

Is poverty your moulded loaf! Your
Redeenter and Lord was poor. Though
he was rich, for yoursake he became poor.
The Son of man had not where to lay his.
head. Look at this, his portion; then
look. back at your own, and it will be more
sweet to you,

Take; then, your small share of the
mouldy loaf, and thank God for it. There
is another course to come; and *‘blessed
are they who are callediunto the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” .

" A HOLY LIFE.

A holy life is moade up of a numnber of
small things; little words, not eloquent
speeches or sermons; little deeds, not
miracle or battles; nor one great, heroic
act of mighty martyrdom, make up the
true Christian life. The little, cunstant
sunbeams, not the lightning; the watérs
of Siloam *‘that go softly” in the meck
mission of refreshment, not * waters'of |
the river, great and many,” rushing down
is noisy torrents, are the truc symbols.of
a holy life. The avoidance uf little evils,
little sins, little inconsistencies, little
weaknesses, little follies, indiscretions and.
imprudences, little foibles, little indul-
gences of the flesh; the avoidance of
such little things as those goes far to make
up, at least, the negative beauty of 2 holy
life.—Bonar.

In addition to mission halls there are
now over five hundred places in London
where the gospel is preached in the open
air.on Sunday. o : s
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