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NOTICE,

THE Adminisii'ations of Sir James TIENRY
Crasc, an& Sir George Prevest, comprer
hend the most illterestiﬁg period in the Annals
of this Province. - The following. memoirs conl
tain the prineipal events which characterise that
period, and althd{lgh '“:the‘y may not be found so
circumstantial as might be desired, it is hoped
they will not be unacbeptable to the Public, to
~ whose ini ulgence ti.e Author most respectiully
submits them, |
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MEMOIRS of the Administrations of Sin
Javes HENRY Craig, and Sik GEORGE
PrEvosT; in the Province of Lower-Canada,
from the Autumn of 1807, until the Spring
of 1815; comprehending the military and
naval operations in the C4n4p4s, during the
late War with the United States of America.

CHAPTER 1.

WO years in which we meet with no remarkable oc-
_ currence had elapsed under the Administration of Mr.
Durn, when Sir James HENrRy Crate arriving at Que-

Cuapr.

bec in the autumn of 1807, assuimed the reins of Govern- \ o~ ~ps

ment in the Canadas. The former in constant expectation
of a Governor from home, may have probably limited him-
self in the exercise of the government of the colony, and
his successor must therefore have found affairs in suspence
on his arrival,

The American Government at that time began to breathe
a hostile’spirit towards Great-Britain, but, although an ap-
peal was made to the loyalty of the People by his ?’redeces-
sor, the Governor was averse to embody the Militia, un-
til an emergency should at once demand and justify the
measure. It does notappear that he mistrusted, on the
contrar’, he expressed on various occasions a confidence in
the loyaliy of the province, and the hereditary animosity of
the canadian to the american character, was a pledge of
their fidelity, which he however seemed willing to avoid
(from what motive it is not well understood) putting to the
test.

His first measure was to convoke the House of Assembly
which

1807.
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which metat Quebec on. the 29th January, 1808. Here
a question was agitated, which, for the two preceding ses-
sions having considerably engaged the attention of the
House, excited the public feeling, and ultimately led to the
troubles which afterwards embittered his administration.

A Judge of the Court of King’s Bench for Quebec, had
for the present, as well as for some former parliaments, been
returned as representative for the County of Quebec, and a
doubt having been started of the eligibility of Judges “for
seats in: the Provincial Parliament, the . House' divided
in opinion. One party maintaned it to be incompatible
with the rank of a Judge, to canvass for votes in a county in
which he was in the daily habit of administering justice.,
That many of the electors overawed with the apprehension of
incurring the displeasure of the Judge, who in his judicial
capacity might pervert the ends of Justice to gratify per-
sonal pique, could not be presumed to befree, and unin~
fluenced by such a candidate. That in England the
Judges were ineligible to a seat in the House. of Commons,
and infine, that the- artifices and intrigues incidental go
_popular elections, were unbecoming in a Judge and a mere.
prostitution of the judicial dignity. These and similarar-
guments were industriously propagated, and gained ground
rapidly in-the public opinion.- The opposite party - con-
tended that no such disqualification existed in virtue of the
constitutional act * by which alone the Colonial Legislature
was to be guided, and that to create such, would be an in-
trenchment upon the rights and privileges of the Imperial
Parliament of Great-Britain, which, it would not fail to re-
sent. Thatit would be absurd as well as dangerous to admit
the rightin a constituted body, to amend or modify in
the smallest degree the act of the constituting power, upon
which the very existence of the former depended, and there-
fore, that the Provincial Legislature was incompetent to
disqualify any description of His Majesty’s -subjects from
being eligible to a seat in the House of Assembly. . The
former opinion prevailed in the Lower House, but was dis-

- countenanced in the Legislative Council.

~ Another question somewhat similar to this was.agitated
during the present Session. A Jew -of reputable charac-
ter having been elected and returned for the Town -of

' ' ' Three-

# The Act of the British Parliament 31, Geo. 3, chap. 31, which gave to
the Canadas their present Constitution. '
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Three-Rivers, it was contended that his religious . persua-
sion created an inability to sit and vote as a member of the
Houseof Assembly. The leading members exerted them-
selves in support ot the competence of the House to exclude
him by resolution, or at least of the undeniable right of the
Legislature to supply by enactment, such provisions in
‘maiters aifecting their priveleges as might have been impro-
vidently omitted in the constitutional act. After some
animated debate, rather relating to the mode of expelling
or disqualifying the Member for. Three-Rivers, than to the
propriety of the measure, the party for expelling him by
Tesolution prevailed, and it was resolved ¢ that being of
“ the jewish persuasion-he could not take a seat, nor sit,

% nor vote in the House of Assembly.” The House grant~

ed a sum ior repairing the ancient Castle of St. Lewis (the
residence of tlie Governor) and the business of the Session
béing bronglit to a close,. the Governor with sonie encomi-
ums.on the diligence and liberality of the Assembly, pros
rygaest tie Session, which terminated the fourth Provincidl
Parliaigeat, :

‘Unhappily for the tranguillity of this administration a

arty spirit had gained ground, and was nrritated by the o-
party sp g g a4 wa

-divus and reiterated ret'eetions of an eminent journalist in
thé metropolis of the coiony, upon the manners and cus-
toms of the canadian population, as well as-upon their re-
higious 2nd poliical opinions. Hissentiments in the minds
of those who were, or rather, who conceived -themselves
essentially injured by themw, were considered as of a party
Anti-Canadian, nay, even of the Governinent itself. A iew
individuals indignant at the ailvont, incurred the expence of’
procuring a press, with a view of counteracting the influence
which the labours of the Editor might produee, to the po-
litical detriment of the Province. From this Press a week-
ly paper. called Le Canadien issued m the french language,
which seon.acquired popularity with the denominauon of
an opposition paper. A -ne\'vspapér strife far from harmo-
nisinig pariies, by reciprocally enquiring into the causes of
their nisunderstanding, inflamed the growing evil, and the
odgious scnsé applied to the terms Cunodien and dnti-Cana-
dieny Choyen and Dencerat, distinctive of parties, gave
uneasiness to all who carnestly cultivated a good under-

stafiding with their fellow eitizens. From tiie novel and hardy

spirit of this publication, many who were connected with
the adininistration of the {olenial Government, or depen-
» . B2 dant

_CHAP#
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“dant-upon it, affécted te suspect a conspiracy on foot, and
.that secret funds were ﬁ:rriis?ned from abroad for the pur-
pose of alienating the minds of the people from their alle-
giance, and to reyolutionize theProvince.. Some ancient
and respectable citizens known to have contributed towards
the purchase of the press, were dismissed from their rank
in the sedentary militia; among them Mr. Panet, the
Speaker of the House of Assembly, a. gentleman of the
most unimpeachable integrity. 'This measure although of
little importance. in itself, ‘credted from its harshness, an in-
terest in the public, which strengthened the pasty -already
formed- in opposition'to the measures of the administration.

In June, the elections for the ensuir~ Parliament took
place, and were conducted in most counties with unani-
mity. 'The late Speaker presented himself for the Up-
per Town of Quebec, but the resident Military, and de-
pendants on the several Military Departments in Quebec, en-
titled to vote, influenced by the example of their chiefs,
turned the scale against him. He was however elected in
the mean time for another County.

Material improvements to the fortifications of Quebec
were commenced this summer ; and the foundations of four
towers extending across the commanding ground in front of
the walls, west of the city were laid. The extraordinary state
of affairs in Europe, combined with the American Embar-
go, turned‘an unusual tide of commerce into the Canadas,
and - their resources and utility to the mother country were
exemplified, far beyond the expectations of the most san-
guine and intelligent speculator.

On the I0th of April the House of Assembly met pur-
suant to the Governor’s Proclamation, and the people were
on the tiptoe of anxiety, a report having gone. abroad
that His Excellency would not copcur with the House,
should their choice be in favor of the Speaker of the late
House of Assembly, whom he had some time before dis-
missed from the Militia. This gentleman was however al:
most unanimously chosen Speaker, and the Governor ap-
proved of his election.

In his speech at the opening of Parliament, the Gover.
nor descanted upon the unfavorable posture of atlairs with
America ; the revolution in Spain; and the generous assis-

tance
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~tange afforded thag country by Great Britain; the emigra-.
tion of the Royal Family of Portugal to the new world;: the
victory of the British at Vimiera, hy which Portugal had
been rescued from the:French ; and concluded by cautjon-
ing the members-of the legislature against jealousies among
themselves, or of the government,. which could have no
other object in view than the general welfare. I regret
gentlemen” -said he' ¢ that I have been compelled by cir-.

CHard

L
P
1809,

¢ cumstances, to call you together at a season.of the yeak

¢ which ] am wellaware, must be highlyinconvenient to many:

¢ of you ; this consideration dwelt so strongly upon mymind -

“that not secing any particular object of public service
¢¢ that indispensibly required your immediate attention, X
¢ had it in contemplation to defer your meeting till a period
“ of less prejudicial consequence to your private accommas
¢ dation, but, onreferring to the Act of the British Parliae
- ¢ ment on which the Constitiition of this Province is founde
¢ ed, I felt reason -of hesitation, at least as to the grounds
- % on whichI suppossed myself able todoso; I have therefore
¢ been induced to rely on your cheerful acquiescence in
¢ the inconvenience under which you may labour, rather
¢ than give rise to a possible doupt as to my intention. of
¢ infringing on a right so valuable to you as thatof your
¢ annual Assembly. And this I have done under the cire
¢ cumstance of being precluded from giving quite that noe
¢ tice which has been in some degree sanctioned by custom,
#¢ and which altho’, npt called for by any express law, is,
¢ nevertheless, a_precaution for the preservation of ‘that
“ mutual confidence which is so desirable, by guarding a«
¢ gainst the possibility of any suspicion, as to the intention
- $¢ or circumstances under which you may be assembled.”’

The House, after an address in answer to His Excellens

. cy’s Speech into which it was endeavoured to introduce.
an indirect reproof for the hints which had fallen from himy
‘resumed with- warmth, the question concerning the Judge
and the Jew.* The more determined members were for exe
pelling them by resolution, but a motion for the expulsion
of the Judge in this mode, was negatived by a considerable
majority, partof whomn, though dispesed todisquality Judges
‘from being eligible to a seat in the House, wereaverse to
the means proposed, insisting that nothing less than an
‘Act of ‘the Legislature could operate such a disqualificas
tion. - Others sirongly urged that the “Electors were,
and of right ought to be, the sole constitutional judges of

* These Gentlemen had been re-elected at the late Elections.
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- €rap. the competenceof their delegate, and that his éxpulsion un¥
B 3 der any fovw, would amoun: to a gross violailon of the
W\, most sacred nights of the people, and be an act of arbitrary-

. §8u9, power incompatible with the freedom of the Constitition.

¥nis etiort having failed, a commitiee was appointed to
énquire mto, and report to the :House, the inconvenience

- ¥esulting from_the eiection of Judges to sit in the House

of Assemoly, and in the -mean time, a disqualifying biil

. Wasintroduced and read for the first time. The enquivy

Was carried on with . perseverance, and proved ratcher io'the
“disadvantage of the mdividual concerned, for which reason
We reifain irom any reilections on Jhe subject. Tie exclu-
Slon o} the Jew was more closely prosecuted. The Honse
#ericwed theresolution which had been taken agamst Lis
adnutiance to sit and vote in the last session ot the pres
€eding Parliament, and a Bili to disquality Jews from being
eligibic 1o a seat in the House of Assembly was introduced,
and anderwent two readings. ‘The lapse of five weeks
Che prosecution of these measures exhausted the patience of
€iic Governor, whose military education andhabits, may .
6n-this occasion have innuenced his better judgmic:t.  'The -
- &pirned perseverance of a deliberative body in a favorite
easure, appeared to himn like the refractory spiric of a body
» ,, 6t soiduers, which he seemed determined to crush. - -

.On the 15th of May, he went down in state from the
€astle to the Legislative Council, where having summenéd
into his presence, the House of Assembly, andaiter giving
‘the Hoyal Assent to such Bills as were ready, (five in num-
‘ber) he informed them of his intention of dissolving the
present Parliament, and of recurring ‘to the sense of the
people. ¢ When'I met you, (said he,) at the commencement
«4¢ o’ the present Session, I had no reason to doubt your
.*¢ moderation or your prudence, and I therefore willingly
¢ relied upon both: under the guidance of these principles
< ] expected irom you a manly sacrifice of all personal ani-
- mosities, and individual dissatisfaction, a watchful solici-
. % tude for the concerns of your country, and a steady per-

¢ 'severance in the executing of your public duty, with zeal -
¢ and dispatch. I looked for earnest endeavours to:pro-
¢ mote the general harmony of the province, and a careful
-& abstinence from whatsoever might have a tendency “to
¢« disturb it ; ‘for due and therefore ‘indispensible aitention

" ¢ to the other branches of the legislature, and for prompt
& and cheerful co-operation-and assisiance in whatever
. A S “ might

-
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% might conduce to the haipiness and welfare of the Co-
% lony. AH this I had a right to expect, because such was
¢ your constitutional duty ; because such a conduct would
¢ have been a lasting testimony, as it was the only one
5 souglit for by His Majesty’s government, of that loyalty
¢ and affection which you have so warmly professed, and
€ which I believe you to possess ; -and because it was pay-
“ ticularly call’d tg)r by thecriticalconjuncture of the times,
“ and especially by the precarious sifuation in-which we
¢ then stood with respect to the American States. -] am
¥ sorry to add, that | have been disappointed in -all - these
¢ expeciations, and in every hope on which 1 relied.

“ You have wasted (continued he) in fruitless debates,
¥ excited by private and personal animosity, or by frivolous
“ contests upon trivial matters of form, that time and
¢ those 1alents, to. which within your walls, the public have
£ an exclusive title. This abuse of your functions you have
¢ preferred to the high and importagt duties which you owe
¢ to your Sovereign and to your constituents, and you have
¢ thereby been forced to neglect the consideration -of mag-
¥ ters of moment and necessity which were before you,
¢ while you lrave at the same time virtually prevented the
¢ introduction of such others as may have been in con-
¢ templation. If any proof of this misuse of your time were
¢ necessary, I have just presented it inhaving been called
¢ on after a session of five weeks, to exercise his -Majesty’s
¢ prerogative of assent, to only the same number of bills,
¢ three of which were the mere renewal of acts to which
¢ you stood pledged, and which required” no discussion.
¢ So much of intemperate heat has been manifested in ail
¢ your proceedings, and you have shewn such a prolonged
¢ and disrespectful attention ¢o matters submitted to your
¢ copsideration by the other branches of the Legislature,
¢ that whatever might be the moderation and forbearance
 exercised on their parts, .a general good understandingis
$¢ scarcely to be looked for without a new Assembly.”

¢ I shall not (he added,) particularly advertto otheraects

¢ which appear to be unconstitutional infringements of the
- “rights of the subject repugnant to the very letter of the
¢ gtatute of the Imperial garliament, under which you held
“ your seats: and to have been matured by proceedings,
¢ which amount to a dereliction of the first principles of na-
¢ turaljustice.” Je concluded this speech withhis acknow-
' ‘ : ledgments

C:arp,
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Qure.’ :gfnonts to the Legislative Council for the unanimity,

“zeal, and umremitting attention;they had shewh in their pro-
teedings. ‘ . '

" "Toa glortion of the House of Assembly, he also expres-
-ged his thanks, and trusted they would believe he did them

."3he justice of a proper discrimination in the'sense he en-
tertained of their efforts, to avert thiat conduct of which he

had so much reason tg complain. ¢By this, gentlemen,” (said
he, addressing himself to the minority who had purposely
assembled together on one side of the room) ¢ Sr()ou have
¢ truly mani%ested your affection to His Majesty’s govern-
¢ ment, and your just estimation of .the real and perma-
« pent interests of the Province.”” ' T

This hardy and-decisive measure astonished the leading
members, who, at the utmost, anticipated no more than a
prorogation. A dissolution attended with such pointed
and almost personal censure, far exceeded their expectation,
and they returned to their constituents covered with the op-
probrium of having incurred the Governor’s displeasure; ‘a
matter of no little moment in the eyes of the multitude, as
yet unaccustomed to the freedom of the constitution. The

. country people who were at first disposed to think favorably

of the recent measuresof the Executive, gradually altered
their opinions, and were finally persnaded that the House of
Assembly had been dissolved for having espoused their in-
terests, in opposition to the encroachments of the Crown.
The press was put into violent action, and the Canadicrn
teemed with abfe but sarcastic strictures on the Governor’s
Bpeech at the dissolution, and with strong animadversions
%pon the public measures. - The preamble to the Bill of
ights, in allusion to the Governor’s measures with respect
to the Assembly, was inserted as a mottoat the head of
that paper, which was industriously circulated throughout
the province. Among other reports, it was said, and at
length currently believed, that the Governor had been in-
fluenced and deceived by the intrigues of a favorite judge,
whom, having discevered the craftiness and duplicity of his
character, he now intended to discard. This belief ma-
terially contributed to reinstatg and confirm the credit of
the late members in the minds of the people. - ‘

In the middle of June, the Governor left Quebec ona
tour through the Province, attended with & numerous suite,
. " and
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and travelled in magnificent style: * Several of the citizens
of Three-Rivers, Moiitreal, Sairt- Johns, and  William

Heary, successively received him with Addresses of applause o~
1809,

and thanks, for the interposition of the royal prerogative in
dissolving the House of Assembly. These addresses being
inserted in the public prints, were criticised in the Cana-
Jien with much asperity and abuse,* ' '

In the month of October the-electiotis foi' thé ensuing
Parliament took place; and the people having had ample
time to reflect upon affairs, re-elected, eontraryto the ex-
pectation of government, most of the late representatives ;
removing some who were supposed to have been ‘too pas-
sive, and substituting others of a less flexible temper in
theit- stead:

- The House of Assembly met on the 29tk Januadry, pur-
suant to the Governor’s Proclamation. The Speaker of the
last Assembly (Mr: Panet) being re-elected; was approved
of by the Governor, who in his speech to the legislaturead-
verted to the unfhvorable disposition of America towards
Great-Britain. He complimented them on the capture of
the Island of Martinique, and the battle of Talavera, which
had torn from the French that charaeterof invincibility they
iinagined themselves to have possessed in the opinion of the
world.- He recommended a renewal of such acts as might
enable the executive government more effectually to dis-
charge its duty, in guarding against dangers which could
scarcely be remedied by the common course of law: He
called their attention to the practice of forging foreign
bank bills, which, from the want of a remedy in the pre-
sent code of penal laws, had of late, grown to a very dan+
gerous extent, to the prejudice of the neighbouring Siates
of America; as well as to our own subjects. With respect -
to the question which had led to the dissolution of the pre-
ceding Assembly, he observed, ¢ that during the two
¢ last Sessions, the question of theexpediency of the exclu-
“sion of His Majesty’s Judges of the Court of King’s
¢ Bench, from a seat in the House of Representatives had
“ been much agitated ; that this question rested on the de-
¢ sire of precluding the possibility of the existence of a bias
' | [13 on
* Among the arbitrary measures which characterise the times, the dismisn
gal of the Solicitor feneral, James Sivart, Fsquire, from his Office, wiih=
outl any other ostensible reason than his independent conduct as a Membeg

of the House of Assembly is not tue least remarkable, He was succeede
£l by Stephen Sewell Esquire, as Advocate at Montreal.

Cuar,
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“ on the minds of persons exereising functions in those
“ Courts, from their being under the necessity of soliciting
¢ the votes of individuals, on whose persons or property,
¢ they might afterwards have to decide. Whatever (said
‘ he) might be my own opinion on the subject, I never-
¢ theless. hold the right of choice in the people, and
“ that of being chosen by them in too high estimation to
“ have taken upon myself, had the question ever come
¢ before me, the responsibility of giving His Majesty’s assént
¢ to the. putting limits to either, by the exclusion of any
¢ class of his su%jects ;and they are rights, of which, it isim-
“ possible to suppose they could be deprived by any-other
““ authority than that of the concurrence of the three bran-
“ ches of thelegislature. That the channel in which
% flows-the current of public justice, should be pure and
¢ free from every, the slightest contamination is too essen-
¢ tial to the happiness 01? the people, not to be interesting
¢ to a government which-has solely that object in. view,
“and 1t is little less necessary to that happiness, that there
¢ should not exist in the minds of the people a doubt. on,
¢ the subject. In'this latter view, (he observed) I have
¢¢ thought that the early disposal of the question may be
¢ of utility, and therefore, in recommending the subject to
¢ your consideration, I have to add, that™ having .received
¢ His Majesty’s pleasure upon. it, 1 shall feel myself war-
“ ranted m- giving his royal assent, to any proper bill for
¢ rendering His Majesty’s Judges .of the Courts of King’s
¢ Bench, 'in future, ineligible to a seat in the House of As-
¢ sembly, in which the two houses may concur.”

This speech, far from conciliating, tended to inflame the
Commons, who construed it into anavowal of precipitancy
and error in digsolving the last Parliament, and it was
surmised by many, that the Governor had-incuried the dis-.
pleasure of ministers by the exercise of the royal prerogas
tive in dissolving thelate Assembly.. This-impression em-
boldened the members still indignant at the late dissolution.
The first measure of the House was to pass a reselution:.
¢ that every attempt of the executive government and of the
¢ other branches of the legislature against this House, whe-
¢ ther in dictating or, censuring its proceedings, or in ap+
¢ proving the conguct of one part of its members, and dis-
¢ approving the conduct of the others, is a violation of the
< gtatute by which this House is constituted; a bredch of
% the privileges of this House against which it cannot _hf:m-
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¢%%bear objecting ;. and'a dangerous attack upon the rights'
¢ and liberties.of His Majesty’s subjects in this province.”
This resolution was aimed at the conclusion of the Gover-
nor’s speech. at the late -dissolution.

The discussion of the civil list was taken up by .the
House, and it was maintained that the province was now
capable of relieving the mother' country of this burthen,
which the majority plausibly urged, would inevitably, at
no very remote period devolve upon the provinee with
accumulated weight. - To anticipate the charge would
therefore prove a saving to the province. ‘The minority affect=
€d to discover a deep design in the measure, and opposed it
with some warmth. The idea of levying additionalrevens
-aes to the amount offifty thousand pounds (as it was report«
ed-with a view of marring the measure) startled the ~country
ﬁe’ople, who, on the other hand, were instrueted that the
House of Assembly having the provincial revenues at theiy
disposition, weuld, in the event, retrench a number of pen=
sions, and by that - means considerably diminish the publie
expence. A resolution was passed by the House, that the pro~
‘vince was able to supply funds for the payment of- the civil
hsi, and loyal addresses were drawn up to the King, Lords
and:Commons of Great Britain. -In these, the House expres~
sed asense of the many favours the-colony had experienced
fromthe beneficence of the methercountry, and of theloyalty
ard prosperity of the prevince, by which it was enabied to
take upon itself the charge of the civil expenditure of the
government ;. a-step to wiich they had been.particularly in-
fiverced by reason of the long and expensive war, wherein
Great-Britain had been, and-still was engaged for the com-
mon_protection of every branch-of her - extensive empire:
The House of Assembly presented these .addresses to the
Governor, requesting he would be pleased to lay them be-
fore his Majesty’s ministers for - the purpose of submitting
them to the King, Lords and Commons of. Great-Britain.

In answer to their request the Governor observed, that
the -addresses were somewhat novel, and required refiec-
tion. That the constitutional usage of Parliament recognis-
ed by the'wisdom of the: House of Cominons, of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, forbad-all steps on the part of the people to=
wards grants- of money which were not recommended by
the crown, and althongh by the same parliamentary usage
all grants do-originate 1 1-e Lower House; yet, that they

€2 were
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*~

were ineffectual withoutthe concurrence of the Upper House.»
that no precedent existed to his knowledge of ad:iresses. to”
the House of Lords, or House of Commons, separately by
a single branch of a calonial legislature : that for these rea-
sons, he conceived the addresses to be unprecedented, im-

erfect. in. form, and founded upon 2 resolution of the
glousé‘pf “Assembly, which, until sanctioned by the - con-

’ ’C(;'u_rrgnpe‘of the Legislative Council, must be ineffectual ;

€except as a spontaneous offer on the part of the Commons of
Canada. That he regretted he could not take upon himselfto
transmit.these addresses to his Majesty’s ministers, impressed
as he was with a sense of his duty, and added that the minis-
ters were not the regular organ of communication with' the

- House of Commpns, unless.by his Majesty’s command. He

concluded however, by informing them that on the present o=
occasion, he thoughtit right to transmitto the King this testi-,
.mony of the good disppsition, gratitudeand generous intenti-
ons of his subjects in the provinceof Lower Canada, He said
he thought it right also, that his Majesty - by their own act,
should be formally apprised of the ability, and of the vo-
Juntary pledge and promise, which the I\?eople_e_ of this pro-
yince by, this address, had given to his Majesty, to pay the
civil expenditure of the province when required so to do.

.-For these reasons he-enﬁid to transmit their address to

the King. . He observed that their zeal for the welfare of
'his Majesty’s goyernment, deseryed from him every mark
of acknowledgment, and he regreited that any circumstan-

ces should haye compelled him to express himself on the

"subject in a way that might carry with it, an appearance,

however little intended, of opposing any check to the manis
festation’ of the sentiments under which he was persuad-
ed they had been actuated, i |

The appointment of & colonial agent in England, had
been contemplated by the late House of Assembly, and
the subject was again taken into consideration in the pre-
sent session, but without effect. The adyantages propos-
ed by this measure, were, a regular and direct ntercourse
between .the House of Assembly and the Commons of
(Great Britain, and a check upon the executive of the co-
lony. A bjll tq this intent was framed, but did not arrive
at maturity, The expedijence of providing in future for the
payment of the members of the House of Assembly .d};lr-‘

ut
- ahip



L S

S1r--JaMEs ‘Heney-Crame. 17

this measure, which with certain modifications miglit have Ciiss
-beenjudicious, was however, successfully opposed. :

In the mean time a bill for rendering Judges ineligible 18105 ¢
to seats in' the” House of Assembly was drawn up, ‘and
having passed below, was transmitted to the Upper House.
Here the bill was amended by the introduction of a clause
postponing the period at which it should take effect; -until
the expiration of the present Parliament, the Judge whorm
we have alréady had occasion to mention, having been re- -
turned as a member at the lateelections.” The House in-
dignant at the amendment, and resolved at all hazards to
expel the Judge before the amendment was disposed of;
passed a resolution ¢ That P. A. De Bonne, being one of
the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, could not sit
nor vote in that House,” and declared his seat vacant. This
measure brought things to a crisis and placed, the Go-
‘vernor in a dilemma. To acquiesce with the House in this
#nstance, would have been a relinquishment of the piinci-
les 'which the Governor had hitherto maintained and pub- -
. i)ished at the opening of the session, at once inconsistent
“with himself and with the dignity of his post.” On the
~other hand, asecond dissolution of the H}:Juse, he was
-gensible, must be attended with much public ineonvenience
‘and engender discontent. - He however determined on the
latter, and (on the 26th of February) went down to the
Council - chamber with the usual solemnities, and sent a
message to the House of Assembly requiring their imme-
diate attendance at the bar. The Members with the Speak- gecond diss
er, in obedience to the message, proceeded to the Council solutioz: of the -
chambeér, where he informed them, that he had come down Fa7amess .
for the purpose of proroguing the Parliament, and that
~upon a mature consideration of the circumstances which
had taken place, he had determined again to refer to the
gense of the people by an immediate dissplution.

% Whatever (said he) might be my personal wishes. o¥

- ¥ however strong might be my desire that the public busi-

¢ ness should suffer no interruption, I feel-that on this oc<

¢ casion, nothing is left to my discretion. It kas been
¢ rendered impossible for me to act otherwise, than inthe -

* ¢ way I am proposing.” . :

¢ The House of Assembly have taken upon themselves
4¢ without the participation of the .other branches of the
e - : : [14 lcg;*
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legislature, to pass -a vote, that a Judge of fli&" Majm
v’z Court of King’s Bench cannot sit nor vote in"thei

House.

¢ However I might set aside the personal feelings which
would not be unnatural in me, as to the mode in which
this transaction has been conducted towards myself,
there is another -and infinitely higher consideration a-
rises out of it, which I must not overlook.

“ It is impossible for me to consider what has been
done in any other light, than as a direct violation of an
act of the Imperial Parliament : of that Parliament
which conferred on you the constitution to which you
profess to owe your present prosperity : mor .can I:do-o=
therwise than consider the House of Assembly as -have
ing unconstitutionally disfranchised a largeportion of lus
lajesty’s subjects, and rendered ineligible by an autho-
rity which they do not possess, another not’inconsider»
able class of the community.”” ' e

¢ Such an assumption I should at any rate feel myself
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bound by every tie of duty to oppose; but in conte~
quence of the expulsion of the member for the county
of Quebec, a vacancy in the representacion of that county
has been declared, and it would be necessary that a new
writ should issue for the election - of another member

‘that writ would be, to besigned by me. Gentlemen (said heg
‘with warmth and .emphasis) I .cannot, dare not render

myself a partaker in the violation of an act of the Ims
perial Parliament, and I know no other way. by which L
can avoid becoming se, but that which I.am pursuing.”

¢ Whenwe met I felt much satisfaction in'the conscious-
ness of having taken such steps as 1 thought most likely te
facilitate, indeed I thought would do away every possible
objection to a measure that seemed to be wished for, and'
that in itself met my entive concurrence: but' the only
objection that can I think exist in the mind of anvreas
sonable man to the eligibility of the Judges, arises ftorii
the possible effect that may be produced by the necessity
it puts them under, of soliciting the votes of the elec=
tovs. No well grounded objection can be offered ta
thicir sittmy in the House when they are elected. On
the contrary, their talents and superior knowiédgfl‘mi':-‘?t

. . - _ ren-
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# render them highly usgﬁxL and were it not for other -cor‘x-
€ siderations highly desirable members. I cannot but ex-
¢ ceedingly lament, that a measure which I consider as be-

¢ neficial to the country should not have taken effect. :

- % The people however in the disappointment of their ex-
% pectations will do me the justice to acquit me of being
4 the cause of it, as they must_equally acquit me of being
¢ the.cause that sa little of the public husiness has been
K done.” : . TN L D

. On his entrance and departure fiom ‘the Council cham~

.ber, the Governor was cheered by the populace, friendly -

to his measures, with loud and repeated acclamations,

Cuap,

while the crest-fallen members and their friends retired

witlr silent indignation. The Governor’s military promp-
titude, -which they considered in civil affairsas verging upon
despotism, again overreached their expectations and the
canadian public (a very great majority of the population)
universally expressed their resolution of re-electing the late
members, with injunctions to persevere in the same mea-
~ sures. So strongly were they preposessed of the opinion,

‘that the Governor, influenced by his favorite, only wished
to screen him from the ignominy of an expulsion.

. Upon a cool survey of the questions thatled to the mis-
understanding between the Governor and the House of As-
sembly, we may at this late period be indulged in "the as-
sertion, that the situation of the Gpverngr was critical and
trying 1n the extreme ; and it is difficult to conceive, how
he could . otherwise have consistently extricated himself
from the embarrassing dilemma, into which he had been
urged. : . “ ’

After the dissolution, studied addresses prepared b); a-

ents of the administration, flowed in upon the Governor -
from all quarters. The city and county of Quebec, the .

city of Montreal, the town of Three-Rivers, and the Bo-
rough of William Henry, and the counties of “Warwick
and- Orleans, were conspicuous on the occasion. The late
members assisted by their friends, in the mean time, ex>
erted themselves diligently to secure their elections. Songs
adapted to the vulgar taste, ‘and cal_culated to rouse the
public spirit were composed and circulated, the Carc-
‘dien teemed with harangues, addresses and observations
on the vccurrences of the day, and the measures of the cxe-
- - sulive;
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cutive ;¥ while on'the other hand, thediscovery of cabals and
plans ofinsurrection and rebellion, were mysteriously whis-
pered among the minions of the administration. At one mo-
ment it was rumoured that the french’ minister- in America
had supplied large sums in gold, to promote the views of the
seditiousin Canada ; at another; that the whole of his cor-
respondence had been intercepted by some confidential a-
gents of our government. These reports, though utterly
groundless, and held in contempt by the adverse party as
the fabrications of intriguing sycopbants, were never-
theless, evidently intended to prepare the public mind -for
some eventful crisis. '

¢ Of the many anonymons productions published at the period, ome ad-
dressed to the public in a flying sheet of the Canadien signed V. Ami Sine
cere, excited much attention, and created uneasiness in the mind of the Go=-
vernor, who it seems made up his mind, from the moment of its appear®
ance 1o seize the Conadicn Press~=-See Appendix Letter A.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER II.

“RA7 E approach a period in the annals of the colony,

'V ¥ upon which, from the contrariety of publicopinion
8s to the measures by which it is characterised, we enter

with' diffidence and respect. The storm that had been

gathering for somie  time, was now ready to burst. The

elections were approaching, and tlie executive seemed de-

termined to strike a blow, that would crush all spirit of
opposition in the peéople, and awe their leaders into si«

lence and submission.

~ On the 17th day of March, a party of soldiers headed
by a magistrate and two constables, proceeded to the Ca-
nadien Printing-Office in Quebec, under the sanction of
the executive, wheré having forcibly seized the press, and
the whole of the papers of every description found in the
house, they conveyed them from thence to the vaults of’
the Court-House. The printer of the Canadier was ap-
prehended, and after examination before thecouncil, was
committed to prison. The guards in the mean time were
strengthened, and patroles were sent in all directions
through the city, as if an immediate and universal "insur-
rection of the people had been expected. The public struck
at these appearances of unusual precaution, remained in
silence and suspence ; while the discovery of plots, cabals
and conspiracies, was confidently asserted ; and an official
promulgation. of some deep laid conspiracy was anxiously
expected. The Montreal courier was detained beyond the
usual time, with a view, as it was pretended, of prevent-
ing any report of the measures resorted to, until the ex-
pected discoveries were made. Three successive days were
occupied by the magistrates and crowm officess in examin-
ing the old papers seized at the Ca?mdien;;?rintingl-()f,
fice. On the 19th of March, three canadian gentlomen
of distinction * were apprehiended by a warrant, signed by
three Members of the Executive Council and cast into
prison.  Three others in the district of Montreal+ shared

* Messieurs Bedard, Blanchet and Tacchercau, members of the late
House of Assembly.

+ Messieurs Laforce, (Natary Public,) Papineauof Chambly, and Corbelf
of Isle Jesus. - )
D the
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€uar. the same fate, under the indefinite charge of being guilty

I1.
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of treasonable practices. 'These commitments were made
under an annual act, intituled, ¢ An Act forthe better pre-
¢¢ servation of his Majesty’s Government,” which, from
the measures now related, fell into disrepute, and ‘was not
renewed after the present administration. No information of
any importance resulted from the search- made among the
papers seized with the press, but the hasty imprisonment of
three reputable citizens, gave'some colour to the tales of
intended insurrection that were artfully circulated, and it
-was general]ly understood, that government were in full
possession of all the circumstances of the supposed con-
spiracy. There is however to this day, no satisfactory proof
before the public of the slightest plan to subvert the -go-
vernment ; - and the reader, in the absence of even the
lightest grounds to create such a presumption, as well as
from the enlargement of the prisoners withoutany trial, isleft
to judge, whether, the extraordinary and mysteriousproceed-
ings resorted to on the occasion, were the result of well
grounded apprehension of public commotion, or merely to
colour an act, which otherwise, cannot but be considered
as an exertion of power. '

On the 21st of March, the Governor issued a proclama-
tion, unigue in its kind, and somewhat verging on romance.
In it he admonishes the canadian subjects to beware
of the arts (without furnishing any proof of their exis-
tence) employed by designing men, to mislead .them. He
expatiates on the benevolence of the mother country to-
wards the-colony, and on the paternal solicitude of his So-
vereign and himself, for the promotion of its welfare. He
descants upon the tales respecting himself, which he is in-
formed have been circulated with'a view to influence and
deceivethepeople; and thus vehementlyapostrophizesthe sup-
posed authors of them, ¢ base and daring fabricators of
¢ falsehood; on what partor actof mylifedo you found such
% assertions ? Canadians, ask of those to whom you form-
¢« erly looked with attention and respect: ask the heads
¢ of your church who have opportunities of knowing me.
¢ These are men of honor and knowledge ¢ These are men
¢ from whom you ought to seek for information-and advice:
¢« the leaders’ of faction ; the demagogues of a party, as-
¢ sociate not with me: they cannot know me. *

The earnest spirit which flows through this production,
' ' shews
® See Appendix B.
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ghews the determination with which, he intended to per-

severe iz his measures, as they were evidently the result of a

gonscientious conviction on his mind of their expediencé
ai this crisis.  Messengers were dispatched in all directions
tinoughout the Province to distribute copies of the pro-

ciinanon ; ‘and the sound of insurrection and rebellion in
Canada. went abroad, and was échoed round. the wotld,
at a period, which does not even afford. the solitary ins
stance of a trial, much less. a conviction, of a singlé, indis
vidual in the colony, for treason orsedition. The Clergy. were
sujumoned to support the administration on the present ocs
casion, ‘and the proclamation, in obedience to the wish of
the. executive, was published in some instances, i the
church, during divine service, in others at the:church
door after its conclusion. It was coniidently expected by
tire pabiic, that his Lordship the Catholic Bishop of Que-
bec.- would on (Sunday) the day. succeeding. the issue of
tiie proclamation, give a discourse suitable to the occasion.
Aq eager multitude pressed into the Cathéedral, but- they
were disappointed. The zealots took umbrage at the seems«
ing indiference of the worthy Prelate,. The Cathedral was
or: the Sunday following again crowded: the proclamation
was read, and his Lordship delivered to some thousands of
specrators-an able and impressive discourse,. suited 1o the
complexion, of the times: He adverted with becoming
spirit, to the hasty zeal, which had- induced some to. con-
demn the.supineness of the Clergy, who, he observed, were
not less.loyal, zealousand instructed in their duty towards
their Sovereign, than at the period. of the revolution of the
neighvouring colonies, when the fidelity of thecanadian
Catholic Clergy had been irrefragably estabiished. He ex~
pounded with clearness and precision, the duties of .a
subject and a christian, in the salutary submission to the

laws, and to the constituted authorities of the land. From

the state of the public mind at this junciure, the difficulty
of reconciling parties, heated by a.seties of elections’ into
that political animosity incidental to_free governments, ‘is
easily conceived, '

The Chief Justice at the opening of the Criminal *Ses-
sions in March, in delivering his charge to the Grand Jury,
called their attention' to the tendency oi the occurrences,.that
had given room to the proclamation, which he read on the
occasion.  'The Grand Jury in answer to his speech, drew
up an address to the Court, in which they animadverted

D2 strong-

. Cuas,
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€par. strongly upon certain nunibers of the €anadien, and othér-
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productions issuing from that press, as dangerous to the
peace and security of the colony. They in like manner ex-
pressed their displeasure at divers productions in the Que-
géc.' Mercury calculated to excite jealousy and distrust in
the minds of his Majesty’s canadian subjects, leaving it to
the wisdom' of the courtto adopt'such measures thereupon
as’ miglit'be found expedient; and concluded by disclaim-
ing ‘a wish to.encroach upon the genuine freedom of the
Press, -but thdt -the abuse of this inestimable privilege,
‘which could only tend to a subversion of order, ‘was t
gubject of ‘their animadversion.*

Iy “April, an ineffectual effort was made in-the Court of
King” Bench ' to obtdin a Heabeas €orpus for one of the
gentlemen ‘detained in prison, under suspicion of treasona-

le -practices..” The ﬁtifu"re’ of this application left no alter-
native ‘to”the - prisaners, who ‘were left to pine: in solitary
corifinemerit, until the Gooveriior should be pleased to bring
them to trial;. or release them. * In July following, one of
the gentlemen confined in the jail at Quebec, became seri-
ously:ill from length of confinément, and was released by
the -Council : another was also shortly after released from
the same cause; and the printer was in the month of Au-
gust, - also turned out of prison. They however, preyious
to their énlargement, gave security to appear to answer such
bill of indictment ‘a8 might'be afterwards found against
them :’ 4 precaution probably-intended to save appearan-
ces, no bill having ever afterwards been presented by the
crown officefs ; 'nor does - it appear. thiat the Governon at
any tine sériously intended. to risk’ the test of a verdice
upon their guilt or innocence, which in the event of an
acquittal, ‘must have covered 'the administration with ig-
nominy.

The September Session of the criminal court elapsed
without' any attention to the prisoner remaihing in con.
finement,+ who solicitous for a trial, had repeatedly refus-
ed with manly resolution a precarious enlargement,
without the opportunity of vindicating his reputation by
the verdict of a jury. He maintained with inflexible per-
severance, the integrity of his condutt and polifical opi-
nions, and disclaimed the imputation of treason or disaf-
fection to the person or government of his Sovereign ; and

the
* This presentment has (perhaps unjustly) been reproacied as an act of
cowardly ceapliance with power, t Mu. Badard, :
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Ahe stern ‘Viceroy himself: lias been ‘héard to ‘expressan Cua®:
‘involuntary esteem for-‘the consistency of his.conduet. ~ - I,

- The period at which we are arrived: has been sarcasti¢al=
1y termed the reign of teiror. The peremptory ‘measures
of the Governor struck the opppsition * with dismay
but though he had suppressed, yet - he had mot effectually
subdued the’ spirit- of the : people. * The ¢lections for the
~new ‘Parliament -took- placé in' April;:and the late mems
‘bers: again prevailed, @liiost: universally-thioughout the

-provinee. -

The Judge upen. whose: account ' the; present - difficule
ties 'had originated, under the prospect of being called, t®
the Legislative Council, did not present himselt as a cane
didate in the county he had recently represented. Hehow-
-ever was- not afterwards. called . to.the Legislative. Councit-
as he expected ; and we are left to conjecture, whether he
declined his re-election. through a - fallacious promise from
the: admjnistrations to that. purpose, in. grder to_induce
him to retire, and by that means put-an-end to . all, strife
with . the Assembly on his -account, er; whether disgusted,
with the-ingrigues and animosity of the;times,. he consulted
his tranquillity by a voluntary retirement. .

. A'pause ensued, in which all. parties seemed .dgsirous.of -
repose from the fruitless centest in which .they. had been
engaged. ' The prisoners confined gt. Montreal, where they
had:suffered all the inconveniencies and. discomforts of -a
damp and unhiealthy prison;.and the severity-of 3 guily jani-
tor, were successively released. Onéof them*is said to have
died of illness contracted -during his. imprisonment.. . The
Governor in the mean time turned his attention to.the im-«
provement of the interior ‘of the province, as well as. to
the cities of Quebec and ‘Montreal; to.which he appoint«
ed chairmen to presidein ‘the Courts of quarter sessions,
with annual stipends.. He caused -a' road. to be opened
from: St. Giles, in the vicinity of Quebec, to the rownship
of Shipton, near the provincial boundary line ; a distance
of upwards of sixty -miles, by a detachment- of “troops,
which afforded a short and easy communication for the -
dustrious settlersm. the new townships, ‘with the Quevec
market. . e e -

_L Thenew Parliamentmet at Quebec on the ‘12;1‘1‘ “of Ne-

. ccinber-
"% Mr. Corbeil. - :
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cember 1810, and the. . Honse of . Assembly having .re-es
lected their former Speaker, the Governor after again ape
proving of . their choice, informed them by his speech,

< that as he had never doubted the loyalty and zeal of the

£¢ several Parliaments which he had occasion to meet since
¢ ‘he assumed the administration of the government of the
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_interests of

province; so he relied with equal assurance, that he would
not fail to experience the same principles in that .which
he was then addressing ; and that in the contident ex-
pectation: that they were animated by the best intentionsg

to promote the interests of his Majestyls government, and .

the weifare of his people: he should look for the happ’i

‘etfects ‘of such 'a disposition” in the tenor of their deli«

herations and the dispatch of the public businéss.”

« % 1 desire to call your attention (said he)’ to the - tem

porary act forithe bétter preservation of his Majesty’s
government; as by:law happily established in this province,
and to that for establishing. regnlations respectingaliens, or
certain subjectsof his Majesty who have resided in France,
No change has taken place in’ the state of the public artaivs
that can warrant; a departure fiom those precautions aud

~¢hat vigilanecewhich have hithierto-induced alt thebranches

of the Legislatuie to consider these acts as necessary. in
saymg that they are important to the interests of his Ma-

jesty’s' goveirient, you ‘will not, [am confident, for a

moment su )"(%os’e,’; that I mean to divide these from" the

servation of his' Majesty’s government is the safety of the
province, and it§’security is'the only safeguard to the pu-
blic tranquillity. “Under -these considerations 1 ‘cannet

“therefore but recomiiend them, together with the actmak-

ing temporary provisions for the regulation of trade be-
tween this province &nd the United States, to your firss
and Immediate cons'idg;rauon.” S : Lo

" ¢ He intreated them to beli¢ve, that he should have great

satisfaction in cultivating that harmony and good under-

-standing ‘which must be so conducive to ‘the prosperity

and h'appiness of the colony, and that he should most

-readily and cheerfully concur in-every measure: which

they might. propose, tending to - prbmote these impor-
tant objects.” ‘He concluded by observing ¢ that tlie
rule of his conduct was to discharge his duty to his
Sovereign by a constant attention o the weliare of his

sube

-~

e public: - theyare inseparable. The pre- -
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¥ subjects which were committed to his charge, and that
% he felt these objects to be promoted by a strict adher«
¢ ence to the laws and to the principles of the constitution,
¢ and by maintaining in their just ‘balance the rights and
& privileges of every branch of the legislature.” -

" Immediately after delivering his speech, he sent a’ mes-
sage to the House by a member of the Executive Council,
intimating that Mr. Bedard, returned'to serve as a member.
for the county of Surrey, was detained in the common jai}
for the district of Quebec, under a warrant of three mem-
bers of his Majesty’s Executive Council, by virtue of the
act “ for the better preservation of his Majesty’s govern=
* ment as by law happily established in this province,” for
greasonable practices. It was evident from the tenor of
the Governor’s Speech, and his subseqiienit message to thié
House, that the renewal of this unpopular act would be
insisted upon by the administration” at" all hazards. The
‘sentiments of the majority of the House were without doubt,
entirely averse to the recent medsires of the adininistra=
tion. To renew the obnoxious act would be at once an un-
equivocal admission on their part, of its expedience, and
of the propriety of its recent ‘operation.” On the othet
hand, a refusal might embroil them more than -ever with
the executive, and resylt in consequenccs fatal to the tran=
quillity of the colony. The example of the two preced-
ing parliaments was still freshin their memory, and the
inﬁexible consistency of Governor’s eharacter had over-
come the firmness of the House. Theyobserved in their ad-
dress to the Governor, in answer to his speech ¢ that they
concurred with his Excellency, that no cliange had taken

place in the public affairs abroad; that would warrant an

alteration of the provisions of the provincial temporary act,
which provided for the better preservation of his Majesty’s
government; yet that they thought it their duty to inform
his Excellency, that the fears and apprehensions which
revailed among a great number of his Majesty’s loyal and
faithful subjects in consequence of the execution of this
act, would demand their serious consideration before.they-
could determine if its continuation in the whole of its
present form and tenor, would insure that confidence be-
tween his Majesty’s government and his subjects in Ca-
nada, which is the sateguard of the former, and of the in-
terests of the public, in themselves inseparable.” They how-
ever pledged themselves that the present act and” that' Te-
specting
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speeting: aliens; -would bécome the object of their most seris
ous consideration “fully. convineed. (said they) that. it1s
the most serious wish of your Excellency to cultivate
that harmony and good understanding which isso condu-
cive to the prosperity and happiness of the colony, we shall
cheerfully concur in any measure tending to promote those
important objects ; objects (they observed) more difficult to
be ‘obtained In this province than in .any other of his" Ma- .

“Jesty’s ¢olonies,” from the différence in_ opinions, ‘customs

and prejudices of his Majesty’s subjects residing thierein.
We reiie‘ctf with pain on the efforts which are made teo
represent in_false colours: and in a measure wide of truth,
the opinions and sentiments of the different classes of his
Majesty’s subjects in-Canada. Following your Excellency’s
-example, let every onefulfil his duty to our august Sovereign
by an unremitting attention to the interests and the happi-
ness of his subjects in this_colony, and he will feel that a.
strict adherence to the laws and principles of the consti-
tution, and a firm support of the equal rights and prin-
ciples of every branch of the legislature, are the means of
securing to his Majesty’s ‘subjects, the full and entire en-
joyment of their liberty, religious opinions, and’ proper-
ty, and which cannot be more perfectly confirmed to them
than by the free constitution, which it has pleased his
most gracious Majesty and his Parliament. to grant to
this province.” g

‘Words can scamé? imply a more direct disapproval of
the recent measures of ,ﬁié'_{(govemor,‘ who felt the force of
their reflections, and replied in a way which left no room
in their minds to doubt of his earnest resolution to prose-
cute the renewal of the act in question. He returned them
his acknowledgments. .for. the sentiments’ of loyalty, and
th:e good intentions’gepromote the interests of his Majesty’s
government, and the-welfare of their fellow subjects, ‘ex-
pressed i their address. ¢ 1 shall at all times(said he) re-
¢ ceive with attention any information or.advice that the
“ House of Assembly may think proper to convey to me:
¥ in the present instance, however, I feel myself called on
“ to observe, that my information of the state of the pro-
 vince does not warrant that which you say you think it
“ your duty to. giveme, of the existence of fears and ap-
4« prehensions, with relation to the execution of the act
yetter preservation of his Majesty’s government, -
es.applied to the people in general. - If such

o - “ fears

ey
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& fears and apprehensions exist, are they not confined to
¢ thosé who are aware of the possibility of themselves be- -
¢ coming obnoxious to the operation of the act? the voice
¢ of such will be always loud ; and may het their elamour
“ have misled you to suppose them more numerous than
“ I suppose they redlly are? But with fegard to the
¢ good people of the Province, I am so -far fiom thinking
4 that they feel any apprehensions on the subject, that']
¢ date the subsiding of ther ferment that then existed, aund
¢ the restorafion of the calm that has since prevailed a<
 mong them, precisely from thé moment at which  the
¢ execution of that act took place. Similar means to those
¢ formerly employed might again revive the one and disa
$ turb the other, and nione perhaps would be more effecs
¢ tual for the purpose then i'nfusing amongst them - the
¢ fears and apprehensions to which you have aluded:
4 Simple and uninstructed as they are however, I shall
¢ trust to their good sense for its being found difficult to
¢¢ shake their confidence in His Majesty’s Government, be«
¢ cause they find it exercising for their protection the
 means with 'which it is intrusted by Law, or because
¢ they see that Government armed with the power and
“ ready to step forward should it become necessary to
“ ciush the arts of faction or to meet the machinations of
¢ treason. Viewing your Address in the light of an ans-
$¢ wer to my speech, I must-remark that 1 have been mis-
¢ understood in it. : :

“ The harmeny and good understanding which I ex-
“ pressed myself desirous of cultivating, was-that haymony
¢ and good understanding between me and the other
¢ branches of th¢ Legislature which must be so conducive
¢ to the prosperity and happiness of the Colony. Where-
“ as I perceive you have applied the expression more ge-
§ nerally to the existence of these principles in the communi-
¢ ty atlarge. This would be no etherwise of consequence
£ than as it has furnished you with the opportunity of bring-
“ ing forward a sentiment in which I desire most cordiaily
“ and 'truly to express my entire concurrence. I shall
¢ join with you 'in feeling pain in every instanice in which
¢ the passions ofany one part of His Majesty’s subjecis
¢ shall lead them to represent in false colours, and in a
£ manner wide of truth the opinionsand sentiments of any
$¢ part of their fellow subjects. Without any reference to
 example,-let every one as )Eu- say do his-duty to the King

| ' ¢ and
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and to the Public, and as you express yourselves aware
“ of the greater difficulty that exists in this Province in
¢ the attainment of the important object in question, so I
¢ confidently' trust I shall find you on all occasions exert-
¢ ing with advantage the superior opportunity which is
¢ afforded you by your situation as representatives of the
¢¢ people for promoting and cultivating those true princi-
¢ ples of affection and attachment that may unite us'as a

¢ free and happy people.”

~ This sarcastic reply of the Governor nettled the House
but they were too well acquainted with his firmness topro-

"ceed to extremes on so nice a point. The acts recom-
“mended by the Governor were first introduced and passed

in the Legislative Council, from whence they were sent
down to the Lower House, where they passed with unusual
speed, although the detention of one of their members in Pri-
son was the cause of much murmur and disgust. This
obnoxious act was therefore reluctantly continued with a
salvo (an amendment introduced into the Bill by the
Lower House) of the Rights and. Privileges of either

- House, and of the Members of the Provincial Legislature

it being thereby provided that no Member of either House
‘should be imprisoned or detained during the sitting of
Parliament, until the matter of which he stood suspected
-were first communicated to the House of which he might
be a member, and the consent of that House obtained for
his commitment or detention. It was obvious that the
Assembly'in this instance yielded to the menacing tone of
the administration who must have been conscious from

" the recent exercise of thisact for the * better preservation of

His Majesty’s Government’” and the reluctance with which
it was continued for another year, that its total extinction
could not be a remote‘occurrence. The Government not
withstanding this clause in theact, still persisted in de-
taining the member in confinement during the Session|
‘without affording him the means of justifying himselfby a
trial. B S ; ' |

A Bill to disqualify J udges from being elected and tak-
ing a seat in the House of Assembly was introduced, and
having met the concurrence of both Houses received the

-Royal Sanction. This subject of strife being disposed of,

- business was carried on with diligence and dispatch, and’

some very useful laws were enacted in the course of the
: ‘ SESSion"]i
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Session.  The (Governor was in the mean time notified ot
his removal from the colonial Government in pursuance (it
was said) of Lhis ownrequest. On the 215t March he proro-
gued the Pasliament, and as his speech on the oceasion, is.
the best -testimony to which we can resort for his own
opinion on the character of the times, and of*his adminisa
¢ration, we insert a part of it in his own words.

“Among the Acts to which I have declared his Majesty’s
Assent, there is one which I have seen with peculiar satisface
ion. I mean the Act for disqualifyng the Judges from holda’
ing 2 sea: in the House of Assembly. It isnot oniy that I
think the mgasureright initself, but that I consider the pase
sing an Act for the pirpose, as a complete renunciation of
{tiie ervoneous principle,- the acting upon which, put me une
der the necessity of dissolving the last Parliament.

¢“{entlemen, you are now about to return to your homes, -

a7t} 10 Mix again in the common mass of your fellow citie
Zes - ler me entreat you to reflect upon the good that may
e from your efforts to.inculcate those true principles of
resularity aud subinission to the laws, that can alone give
stadility to that degree.of happiness which is attainable in
the present state of sosiety.’ Your Province is in an unex-
arspid progress of prosperity : riches are pouring. in upon
t:> seople, but their attendant evils, luxury and dissipas
tion, will inevitably accompany them : the danger of these
18 too well known,  to require that I should dewain you, by
enlarging upon it: ic will.demand all the efforts of: religion,
and of the magistracy, with the scarcely less powerful ine
fluence of example and- of advice in the well disposed and

better informed, to counteract their effects, to. preserve the -

- public morals from sudden relaxation, and, finaily, to bar
the entry to ‘crime and depravity. : Lo
- P T, : S e
£¢ A large tract of .country, hitherto little known, has been
opened to you: its inhabitants are industrious and intelli-
gent, and they cultivate their lands with a productive ener-
'y, well calculated:to encrease the resources of the colony.
‘Liet them not-on these grounds be objects of envy, or of jeas
lousv: rather let them be-examples, to be carefully watched
and-imitated, ’till, in the whole province, no other differe
ence of fertility shall appear, but what may arise fiom vae
viety of soil, or diiference of* ¢limate.

Eg* “ And
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vess of his confinement, S

32 ADMINISTRATION OF -

- '¢¢ And now, gentlemen, I have enly further to recommend;
that as, -in an early parg of the session, you yourselves took
occagion to ohserve on the difficulty of the task, yoa will
propostionally exert your best endeavours to do away all
misteust and animosity from among yourselves :—while these
are sufiered to remain, all exertion for the public geod must

“be palsied. . No bar can exist ta a cordial union—religious

differences present none—intolerance is not thé dispo-
sition of the present times—ind, living uider -one govern-
ment, enjoying equally its protection and its fostering care;
in the mutual intercourse of kindness and benevolence,all
others will be found tobe ideal. . I am eainedt in this- ad-
vice, gentlemen. It.is probably the last. legacy of a very
sincere well-wisher,. who, if he lives to reach the presence
of -his Spvereign, would indeed present himself with the
proud certainty of ebtaining his approbation, if he could
conclude his repprt of his administration, with saying: I
found,- Sire, the portion of your subjects that you commit.
ted to my charge, divided among themselves, viewing each
other with mistrust and jealonsy, and animated, as they
supposed, by separate .interests. I left them, Sire, cordie
ally united, in the bonds of reciprocal esteem and confi-
dence, and rivalling each other -only in affectionate attache
ment to your Majesty’s government, and in generous exers

tions for the public good.”

In this, as wellas in his former speeches to the legislature,
‘we find thesentiments of a man of frankness and of character,
Although he is thought by many to have been under the
influence of a party, he was certainly unconscious of it, as
nothing - appears to haye been more despjcable in his mind
than party intrigue. T '

- Shortly after the prorogation of Parliament the pricon
door ‘was left open to the member in confinement, with-
out any explanation of the cause of his imprisonment, .orof
the motives of his enlargement. By some, his release was
attributed to orders from his Majesty’s ministers ta that ef-
fect ; by others to a“ conviction in the mind of the Govers
‘nor of his innocence; ,or at least, of his havingmade am-

+

‘Or;‘ the lggﬁ of June 1811, he embarked on board Hig
Majesty’s Ship Amelia, for England ; leaving Mr, Duxn
s -t - ’ ) | in
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in charge - of the Government-ef thecolony, and Lieute- "Ciaw;
nant-General Drusmamonp in command of the forces in the - i,
Canadas, consisting of 445 artillery, 3,783 regilar troops, ™.
and 1,296 Fencibles, in .all 5,454 men. He seemed dis- 1814,
gusted with the cares ofa goyernment, in which he had ex-

{)eriencedv but crosses and mortification. He is said to

‘fave expressed at the moment: of his- departure, an ambi-

guous -reflestion on the deception, and ingratitude. of

mankind: -whether his observation were intended. to be ge-

neral, or aimed - at some of those immediately concerned, -

‘with him in the conduet of public affairs, we areleft to
imagine. His-health had long been wasting.away witha
.dropsy and other infirmities contracted in the service of his
‘country, and he doubted. whether heshould live to see the
-end of his voyage, which he however survived some months;
The feelings of the public, were, upon his departure fox.
‘Ensland, variously - expressed, according. to, the opinions
and prejudices of parties, which, under his administraiion’
‘had been inflamedto a greater pitch than at any former
;period since the conquest. His administration was certainly

-unpopularamong the great mass of the people ; andalthonugh
.tenacious ofand consistent in his measurs, he was eyidently

-influenced by councils originating in timid and visionary ap=

-prehensions_of danger. 7,[‘1;e severity of his measures gave
just grounds ‘to expect same conclucive evidence of the
guilt of those who had incurred his displeasure, but we have
not even seen an attempt to palliate that exercise of power,
which, in the total absence of any vindication oi 1is ex<

edience, we must attribute to -the feryour of party heat.
%igourous as they were, they might have been rendered stil}
~more s0, had the Goyernor beenless sensible of the gee
neral good. disposition of the colony, or listened more 1o
the suggestions of those who had involved him impercepti-

- bly in their quarrel with the people. The Proclamation
issued at, the period alluded to, shews the conviction under
which we may fairly belieye him to have acted; but when
‘we reflect upon the animosity of the times, we have cause to
suspect, that the sources from whence his information was

~derived, areliable to some objections, which however, it
must have been difficult, nay, almost impossible for kim to
have discriminated- until it was too late. On' the eve of,
his departure, an action of damages wag instituted on the
part of several of the proprietors of the Cunadi¢n press, as

ainst the magistrate who had scized it.  This action prov-
od abortive, The fact is mentioned, as it musi have caused the
Govera
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Governor to reflect, that altliough he had put down with

force, the animosities which agitated his administration, he

had strucka blow, probably more important in its resuits,

than the most hostile adversaries' 'ofP his administration
could have wished.

Sir James HExry Cra16 had been from his youth in the
service of hiscountry, and owed to merit -alone, his raak -
and consideration in the army. - He had upon several
occasions distinguished himself as an able general.. He
was 'corpuient in person, and rather below the middle sta~
ture ;" his features were strong and regular, his aspect severe
and tmposing : his deportment was manly and dignified =
in society he was polite, frank and affable. He is said to
have been positive in his opinions, and therefore promptand
deuisive in his measures. To a clear and -comprehensive
judgment, he united the best qualities of the heart; and
thotigh hasty in temper,. he' was easily reconciled - to those
who might have involuntarily incurred his displeasure. In
fine he seems to have possessed all the sterling and urdis-

ised virtues that distinguish the soldier, and some of the
qualities that constitute an able statesmen. Men difter wide-
ly in opinion with respect to his-administration, yet few
will deny him the merit of disinterestedness and integrity in
thedischarge of his public duties: and although in the perfor-
mance of the importantand complicated functions of hig
post, he may iidve erred, we cannot but do his memory
the justice 1o believe, that he was guided by-sincerity : and
that the objects of his administration, however fallacious
themeans he pursuedfor their attainment; were the concord,
the prosperity and the happiness of the people intrusted te

His care.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER II1.
, Q FTER an intem'egriurh of nearly threc months, Sir

GeorGe Prevost arrived at Quebec, and assun-
ed the Government of Lower-Canada, having succeeded Sir

Jayes H. Craic in the chief command of the British

North American Provinces. The known mildness of his
character, and the popularity of his-administration in Nova:
Scotia, from which -he had” been just promoted, afforded
a‘hope that the present administration of the government
in Lower-Canada would prove more auspicious to the in-
ternal ‘union of the people than the preceeding. - The try-
ing juncture into which the policy of America hurried these
provinces, impressed the people with serious apprehensi-
ons; and all parties seemed to concur in a desire for u«
_nanimity, as the chief barrier of the public security.

To succeed in abolishing the strife which had so rapidly
ained ground during the late administration could scarce-
ly'have been deemed’ attainable ; but an inditference - and
disregard for party animosity, and a fair, impartial distri-
bution of the royal confidence, might in 2 momert of com-
nion danger, reconcile and unite parties in the common de-
fence. Sguc_h\seems' to have been the policy studied by the’
resent adminstration. ‘A war with Great Britain had ‘been
fong contemplated by the rulers'in America, and a season-
able moment only was sought for, to grasp at these pro-
vinces which they had fallaciously been induced to believe
were ripe for revolt, and would therefore fall a willing con-
quest to America. The peninsular war had engrossed the
attention and resources o%') the mother country and the Ca-
nadas were necessarily theless amply provided with means
to encounter the struggle in which they were likely soon to
be engaged. The coflers were exhausted, nor were hopes
entertained of their being speedily replenished from home =
the regular forces were too thin to preserve an extensive
frontier of some hundred miles against the pressure of an
enemy, which if united must become irresistible, and the
canadians though naturally brave and hardy, and attached
to ‘their constitution, might from recent occurrences be.
fairly presumed to have been so far disgusted, as to leave a
~doubt of their hearty co-pperation and zeal in the caifte.

- Such
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Such was the gloomy prospect of affairs at the outset of tlie
present administration, and the Goverhor must have fore-
seen that his resources in the event of a rupture with A-
_merica, lay more in the loyalty and patriotism of the cana-
dian population, .than in the hope of early reinforcements
from home.. To develop the resources and combine the
jarring energies of the country, required the efforts of somes

thing more than ordinary genius.

Soon after the Governor’s arrival, Major General Brock
was appointed President.and Administrator of the Governs
ment in Upper-Canada, instead "of Lieutenant-Governor
Gore, who had retired from the Government of that
Province, by permission. 'Fo obtain a local knowledge of
the frontiers of the lower province, which were likely soon
to be the theatre of war, Sir George on the 26th Septembér
set out with his suite and visited the District of Rlontre‘_a
al, and the forts of St. John’s, Chambly, William Henry
and the military positions in their neighbourhood. From
the: period of his arrival until the opening of Parlizmens
we meet with no extraordinary occurrence, - _

The Parliament met on the 21s¢ February 1812, Thé Goe
vernor in his speech informed the legislature that haying
been appointed by the Prince. Regent to the Chief €Come
mand o,fp the British American Provinces, he had hastened
in obedience to his orders to assume the Adiinistration of
Lower-Canada, but that his Commission not having -arrive
ed, he continued to administer the Government under a
provisional authority to that effect. He congratulated them
on the brilliant achievements which had- attended the Bris
tish arms in the deliverance of Portugal, aiid for the rese
cue of Spain from the tyranny of the Ruler of France.

- ¢ Notwithstanding (said he) the astonishing changes that

“ mark the age in which we live, the inhabitants of this
“ portion of the Empire have witnessed but as remote
% spectators the ‘awful scenes which desolate Europe ; and
“ while Britain * built by nature for herself against in-
¢ fection and the hand,of war’”’ has had her political exa .
% istence involved in the fate of surrounding nations, you
¢ have hitherto undisturbed in the- habitations of your fa=
4 thers viewed without alarm, the distant storm which now
& seems bending its course towards this -peaceful and hap-
% py region.” Iferecommended an increased and unremitted
sare and vigilance in securing the colany from either- open
: : . ins
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invasion or insidious aggression, and he hoped the Parlia-
ment would testify its ?o’yalty_by._ an early attention to those
acts, whichexperience had proved essential for the preserva-
tiorr of his Majesty’s government, as also by its readiness in
supplying government with such aid as should be suitable
to the exigence ofthe times, by enabling the loyal canadian
subjects to assist in repelling any sudden attack made by a
tumultuary force, and effectually to participate in the de-
tence of their country.against a regular invasion at any fu-

Cuar,
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ture p-riod. The Assembly in answer, assured the Goyernor. -
? Y

‘that they would give their attention to those acts which he
regarded as essential to his Majesty’s government, notwith-
standing the repugnance they might feel from an improper
use.of one of them,* and the bad effects which might have
resulted therefrom' to his Majesty’s government, had it not
been for the unshaken fidelity of his Majesty’s loyal .cana-
dian ‘subjects, and their conviction of the goodness of his
government, and the transient inconveniences which from
the common fate of human things were inevitable ; assur=
ing him however, that the confidence they placed in his
Excellency, considerably diminished their fears” of the use
which might thereafter be made of this act. In reply to
this, the'éoiremor briefly expressed his regret that they
should have thought it expedient to revert to any proceed-
ings which had taken place under any one of these acts,
and earnestly recommended to them as the most effectual
means of ensuring tranquillity to the Province, and of evin-
cing their zeal for the public good, to direct their atten-
tion solely to the present situation of affairs. Although the
meaning of the Governor’s reply could not be misunder-
stood by the Assembly, they were too deeply concerned in the
events of the last administration to leave them at rest, an:l
at an advanced period of the session they came to the reso-
lution, ¢ that it was a justice due to the good character of
“ his. Majesty’s canadian  subjects, that some measure

¢ should be adopted by the House, to acquaint his Majes- .

“ ty of the events that took place in the province under the
*“"administration of Sir James Henry Craig, its' late Go-

¢ vernor, and the causes which gave rise to the same, in-

“ order that his Majesty, in his paternal goodness, might |
¢ take such steps as would prevent a recurrence of a si-

‘ milar administration, which tended to misrepresent the

¥ good and faithful people of the province, and to deprive

% them of the confidence arid affection of his Majesty, aid

® Meaning wi** Actfor the better proservation of his Maicsty’s Governm. ut,”
e Ly
o
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“ from feeling the good effects of his government. in the
¢ ample manner that the law had provided.” This reso-
Tution was not’ carried into effect owing to the intervention
of more urgent concerns. In the mean time a bill, “for the
better preservation of his Majesty’s government’” was drawn

‘up, and sent down from the Legislative Council to the Low-
-er House, Here several amendments were proposed; -the

principal of which was, to transfer the power formerly vest-
ed in the Executive Council, of imprisoning persons sus-
pected of treasonable practices, to the governor or person
administering the government, alone.. The Legislative Coun-
cil disapproving of the amendments, a conference ensued;
but both branches persevering in their opinions, the bill mis-
carried to the satisfaction of the Lower House, who were glad
of a pretext to allow this odious law to expire. - The con-
sideration of appointing an agent in England was resumed
by the House 'in the present session, an§ the expedience of
roviding a fund for the payment of the Members of the
g{ouse og Assembly was also discussed, and a Bill wasintrodus
ced to that effect, which however failed. The Militia. Bil}!
passed aftermuch debate in_the Lower House. The Governor
was authorised by it. to embody two. thousand Bachelors
between the age of eighteen and twenty five years for three
months in the year; and in case of .fnvaSiqn or, imminent
danger thereof; to retain them for one year, relieving one
half of the number embodied, by fresh drafts at the expirae
tionof that period. In the event of war, invasion, insur-
rection, or imminent danger thereof; he was.empowered to
embody the whole militia of the province, should it become
necessary. . No substitutes were allowed, nor were :coma
missioned officers permitted to take any militiamen as ser-
vants, under a penalty of ten pounds for. every offence’ of
that nature. These provisions from their harshness and
inconsistency were-however winked at in actual service.. Ig
was made penal to inlist any militiaman into the re%uo

Tar forces, and such enlistments were declared null. Twelve

thousand pounds were granted by the Legislature, one
moiety thereof for drilling and training the local militia, the
other moiety for other purposes of - the militia act. Twenty
thousand pounds were granted, ‘to be employed . for such
services as the safety of the province and the exigence, of
the ‘times might' require, and the further Sum of thirty
thousand pounds- currency, to be at the Governor’s dispn.
sition in case of war between Great Britain and- Ameriea.
These liberal supplies enabled the Government to meet the

ape
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aporoaching contest with. confidence in the patriotism and  Caae.
support of the provingial Legislature, and of the whole mass ML
oithe canadian population.  On the nineteenth of May the ‘o
Governor prorogued the House of Assembly. 1812,

In his Speech he thanked the House for the labour they
had bestowed upon the improvement of the militia system,
and for the increased  means they had. thereby afforded him
for the defence of the Province: He also expressed his best
thauks for the proofs he had received of their confidence in
his Administration, by, the very liberal provision they. had
inade for the exigencies of the public service, '

About this.time a ferment existed in America, excited
by the discovery ofthe Henry Plot which the Government
of that Country exaggerated into an attempt on the part of
this (Government to bring about a revolution among the
#astern states, and to- dissolve the union. John Henry, a

eedy adventurer, though a man of some talents and ad-
gr_{ess, is said. to have been by birth an Irishman, and to
have emigrated when a youth to America, where through
‘the interest of friends, he was appointed a Captain in the
‘militia, and from- thence bore the name of Captain Henry,
Not succeeding in_America to’ the extent of his wishes, he
‘migrased to 7\; ntreal, where he-found means te ingratiate
himself with some of the principal personagesof this Pro-
vince, and commenced his studiés at law, with a- view of
qualifying himself for a seat.in the judiciary of U. Canada,
to which, he was already ambitious enough to aspire. He.
easily worked himself by intrigue irito the Governor’s no-
tice, who. from the proceedings of the. Federal Faction in
the eastern states, had room to suspect the existence ofa
desire on their part, toform & political connection with
.Great Britain. In order therefore to ascertain the state of
-parties and ‘their views, Henry, beingacquainted with the
-country, and considered a man accomplished for political
Autrigue, was selected, who, with a view of turning it to his
-advantage, readily accepted of the mission, andproceeded 1o
‘Boston, where hie: sauntered away Ris time in_the public
housés and brothels of that.city, Wwriting from time t6 time:
to Canada.* His studied and ostentatious epistles, must ra-
ther have amuged than instructed the Governor, who in-
deed, derived less information. from them, than from the:
public journals of the times. - Henry, however estimated

® This happencd in the course oi: *hg winter of 1809,

“his
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his services much beyond any thing his employer was dis«:
posed to admit of] and therefore resorted for a compensation

N to the Government at home. Ina Memorial to-Lord Li-

- I8z,

verpool, stating his services, hesuggested that theappointment
of Judge Advocate General of Lower-Canada, with the
salary of five hundred pounds per annum, ar a- Con<
" sulate in the  United States sine cura, would be con-
sidered by him as a liberal discharge of any obligation that,
Government entertained in relation to his services. The.
prudent Minister held the royal favors in too high estima=

- tion to prostitute them upon a mercenary and intriv

-

guing vagrant, and coolly referred him to the colonial
government, then in charge of Sir George Prevost. The
proud spirit,. or perhaps the indigence of the adyenturer
could not brook the delay and indifference of the Minister,
who, he clearly saw, by referring him to the colonial gov-
ernment, only . wished to evade a direct refusal to his ap«
plication.  Chagrined - with ~disappointment, he made his
way to-America, where (as it is confidently said) upon re=
-ceiving a stipulated sum, he, in resentment to the British,
deiivered up-his correspondence to the American Govern-
ment. The Henry Plot (it was so denominated) was cla~
moured - through ‘America, as a crime of the deepest dye onl
the part of Great Britain, tending to disorganize the Go~
vernment, to dismember the union, and to destroy the indew:
- pendence of the States. The fictious and exaggerated im=-
portance which the American. Government affected to at«
tach to this trivial matter, had however, some influence inr
confirming the spirit of hostility towards Great Britain
which, at that time. pervaded America, and shortly after
broke out in open war. This self-sufficient miscreant hav-
.ing as he fancied, taken ample vengeance upon the govern-
‘ment of his native country, could not with any degree of
decency remain in the States, from whence he sailed for:
France in an american sloop of war, carrying with him-

the reward of his'.treason, and the universal contempt of

mankind. -

“The Governor by a General Order of the 28th May or~"
ganised four battalions of embodied militia, in virtue of:
the late Act. The first Battalion rendezvous’d. at Pointe
aux Trembles near Quebec; under the. Command of Colo-
nel De Salaberry, the second, at Laprairie near Montreal,
commanded by Colonel De Rouville, the third; at Berthier
in the District of Montreal, commanded by Li‘eut.C C(;:
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Cuthbert, -and the fourth, at St. Thomas near Quebec; Cua®,
commanded by Lieut. Col. Taschereau. The. alacrity  Eil.
with which.they were filled, and the ‘cheerfulness with
which the young men submitted to-the restraints of disci- = 18125
plire; reflected credit upon the military character of the .
Canadians. 'This proof of the zeal and the loyalty of the
people must ‘have inspired Government with hopes ofa
successful resistance against the approaching war, and a re<
ciprocal confidence between the Governor and the people’
seems to hiave resuliec *as much fromr the danger of the mo-:
ment, 25 from any studied policy on thé part of the present.
administration. . They who had incarred the displeasure:
of the Jate Governor were treated with confidence, and gra-
_dually appointed to situations of irust. A Regimeni of Ca--
nadian Voltigeurs was recruited, and placed under the
" command of Major De Salaberry of the 60th regiment of
foot, which in the course 6fthe war became eminent for
discipline, and its steadiness in action, as well as for the
fatiguing duties on which it was unremittingly employed.’ .

~_On the 18th June, the American Government declared Declaration
War against Great Britain, and on the 24th, the event wasﬁeﬁ‘c‘;’_ by fey
known at Quebec, where it caused an immediate stagnation
in business. The Province was however now in some mea«
sure prepared for defence: yet so boid a measure on the.
part of America necessarily created a belief that the cabinet .
of Washington must have relied wpon some unknown re-

sources, which when developed for action; would. se-

~cure the conquest of these colonies. A notification was

immediately made by the police, that all american citizens.
must leave Quebec by the first of July, and be out of
the limits .of that district on the third of the same month.,
On the last day of June, the period was extended by the
Governor’s proclamation : fourteen days were allowed to.
such’ ameyicans a$ were in the province, they being prin-
cipally perspons who had entered the same in good faith and
I the prosecution of ‘commercial pursuits. On. the same

day, proclamations. issued imposing an embargo upon the.
shipping in the port, and convoking the House of Assem~
bly on'the 16thof July. .~ Coe
- At'the opering of the session, the Governor aficr brielly
informing the Parliament of the recent declaration' of war
by America, said, he relied upon the spirit of iz Majcsiy’s.
subjects in the province, their attachment end zcal for the
o ! . : r& -

Al



Caar.
Rik.
NNy
1‘612..

42 | APMINISTRATION OF

religion .of their forefathers, their loyalty to their Sovea
reign, and their ardent love for the true interests of their.
country ; and that he should depend implicitly under di-
vine providence, tpon. their best exertions, aided by the
courage and loyalty of the militia, and by the valour, skill,
and discipline of His Majesty’s regular forces, for repelling
every hostile attempt that might be made upon the. colony.
He observed with concern that the necessary establishment
of the Militia Forces, together with the various services and
operations of the approaching campaign, would be attended
with considerable expence, but that he relied upon their
wisciom and public spirit, for such supplies as the exigen=
cics of afiairs might be found to require: he at the same
tine expressed his approbation of the embodied® militia,
and his confidence in their increasing discipline; which en-
couraged an expectation that they would materially contrié
bute to the defence of their country. o L

. The public.coffers being entirely drained, the Governory
1o obviate the deficiency, resolved to issue Avmy Bills pay#
able either in cash, or in Government Bills of {lxchange on:
London, but the concurrence of the Legislature in this
measure was indispensible, as well to insure their currencyy
as to provide funds for the payment of the interest fuut
might become due upon them. _Two privateand confidens
tial Messages were sent to the House of Assembly by the:
Governor ; one, submitting to its consideration the .necess,
sity of immediately strengthening, the hands of government,

~ by arming him with authority to suppress any attempt to:

produce disorder orinsubordination, and for immediate pu=.
nishment of any offences which might interrupt or endanger:
the public' tranquillity, which he trusted -the Legislature
would haye the less hesitation in doing, from its conviction.
¢that he could at all times by virtue of his commission avail
himself of the power of declaring martial law to_its fullest:
extent; and fromthe persuasion which he trusted was enter=
tained by the House, that in seeking from them a partial
exercise of it,’ he could haveno other object in view than.
the preservation of the -tranquillity and welfare of the pro-:
vince, with the least possible injury to the public conveni-
ence. . The other represented the want of specie - to

‘satisfy the demands of ¢he increasing. militia and mili=

tary establishments, and the impossibility of. procuring mo-
niey to the extent required for government bills of exchange.
He at the same time laid before the-House, -an opinicn and’
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advice of the Executive'Council, as to themost effectudl Cuas,’
mode of resource from which a deficiency in' the circulat- L. |
ing medium might be supplied, recommending the issue of ™~
Army Bills under certain conditions to the amount of two  181%,
hundred and fifty thousand pounds cwrrency. He there-

fore called upon the House . of Assembly for such aid as

might be deemed expedient for the accomplishment of an

object, rendered ‘more peculiarly important .by the present
extraordinary crisis.of public affairs, and strongly recomi»

‘mended to them the adoption of such measures as should -
inspire confidence in the persons taking these bills, and

guard both the public and individuals against-the possibis

kty-of any loss to arise from them.. ' ' -

~ The House of Assembly appears from its silence on thé
subject of the:former-message, to have cautiously declitied
any measure tending to sanction arecurrence to martial
Iaw, orat least, to have left the responsibility with the Gos
vernor of exercising- in the event. of need, those powera
.with which he thought himself vested in virtue of his conte
‘mission :. the same House however in the following- séssion
resolved that martial law.could- not-be legally resorted to§
ynless with the-authority of the Provincial Parliament;

.- & Bill to facilitate the circulation of'Army Bills was ins
troduced, ‘and the liberality of the: House’ of Asseinbly sura
passed the hopés' of the Executive. Fifteen thousand
pounds were granted to pay the interest that might become
due upon Army Bills, of which two hundred and fifty thou=
sand pounds- were authorized to be put incirculation,
ga.i'ge %ills of twenty five dollars, and upwards, bearing in-
rest at.the rate of four pence per day for every one hun-
dred pounds.) They: were made current in the Revenuey
were to have the effect of a.legal tender, and weré redeem=
able at the Army Bill Office, either-in cash, or Government
Bills of Exchange on London, at the option of the Com=
mander of the forces. . Smallbills of four dollars wére at
all times payable in cash at.the Avmy Bill Office. AlR
contracts in which any distinction should be made be-:
tween Army Bills and cash, wereto bé void;and at the expi=.
ration of five years, all thosewho might then be holders of
such Army Bills, were entitled to receive the amount of e
same with interest due upon them, out or the Provincial
Treasury. To defray the expence ofthe Army Bill Ofice
in. issuing, cwrculating and cancelling. the Atmy. Biils, 'Le
. " hues
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Legislature also granted the further sum of two thousand
five hundred pounds per anmum. On the first day of
August 1812, this Bill “received the Royal Sanction, and.
the Governor prorogued the. Parliament, with acknowledg»
ments for the libéral aid they had granted him, to meet the
exigencies of the public service. }F‘i‘hi'_é" seasonable provision
ofthe Legislature, at oncé enabled government to meet thé
demands of the public service, and revived the public spirit.

- A want of means’at so urgént a crisis must have para )'Sed

the energies of government, and this circumstance alone,

.might ' have creatéd a doubt in the minds of the canadians,

of the indifference of the mother country towards: the co-
lony, that would have induced'a despondency fatal to thesé
provinces, . o S

* In the mean time the citiés of Quebec and Montreal as-

. sumed a military aspect. - The sedentary miilitia regularly

Riot at La
ine.

attenided drill and exercise; "and all classes nanifested *an
ardent zeal for the public service, vérging upon: enthusiasm;
On the 5th of July,  (the régular’ troops having previously
left Quebec for the district of Montreal) 'the sedentary miz
litia of Quebec commenced garrison duty, and the Mons
treal miilitia soon followed the example.. On the:6th, thé
whole militia of the- province, were, by a general order,
commanded to hold themselves in readiriess to be-embodied,
and march to such points as might be requisite for the de<
fence of the province; and the flank companies of the Mons
treal militia, were forméd into a battalion an:i armed.

A riot which occurred in the neighbourhood of Montreal
at this time, the progress whereof, was however ‘promptly
checked by the interposition of the military, deserves to be
mentioned. Some young men who had been drafted into the
embodied militia from the parish of Point Claire, refused; to
join the battalion' into which they were drafted: four of the
delinquents were apprehended after someopposition by their

‘adherents, who having rescued one, threatened to assem-

ble and proceed to Laprairie, and bring away such of their
friends as had already joined the embodied militia- at *that
de;6t. - On the ensuing day, a mob assembled” at Lachine,
to the 'number of 'between three and four hyndred (some es«

_tinate them at'a giéater number,) of whom, neaily eighty

-were armed with fusils ‘and fowling pieces : being “deaf to

yemonstrance, it was j iidged expedient to call ‘out the mili-

- Aary, and'ageordingly the light company of the 49th - regi-

ment
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frent, and a detachment of artillery with two field pie-
ces, under the command of Major Pienderleath, proceeded
from Montreal, accompanied with a magistrate; who upon
arriving at Lachine, remonstrated with the rioters upon’
their misconduct. They, in answer, gave himto nnderstand;
that they were informed the militia bill had' not been sanc-

CuAp,
. I

isle

tioned by the Governor and Legislative Council, and that -

necessarily, the militia law was not in force. . They, how-
ever, with repeated shouts of Vive le Roi, declared. they

were ready, oneand all, to serve the King against the coms

. v . . .
mon enemy, should the Governor call for their services;
The ferment was already too high, to hope for any advan=
tage from argument. The Riot Act being . therefore read,
the magistrate ordered them to disperse, and upon tlieir re-
fusing to comply, a round shot was fired by the artillery,
too high to do.injury, in order to intimidate them. This wasg
instantlyreturned by the mob in a spirited manner, with small
arms : -a'volley was then fired by. the troops with grape znd
small arms, but stillpurposely too elevated to do any havmn :
this was also returned by the mob. From this determined

“resistance, decision became absolutely necessary, and the
- troops were ordered to direct their fire against the rioters
who almost immediately dispersed, keeping upa stragsling
fire from the bushes; and concealed by the darkness, which
began -to setin. One man was found dead, and sro-
ther dangerously wounded. A few prisoners were taken and
sent to Montreal. On the following day a detachment of
the Montreal militia, consisting of four hundred and fifiy

men, marched for Point Claire, and from thence to St. Lau=

rent, in the rear of the Island of Montreal, and brought’

into town, twenty-four of the delinquents, who, with thir-

teen already in custody, made thirty-seven inall. Many o« -

thers came into Montreal to crave the Governor’s pardon,
which, afier reproving their misconduct and pointing- out
the danger wherein t:ixey had placed themselves, he grant-

ed, upon condition of their giving up the deserters of the’

embodied militia, and declaring the ringleaders of tie
riot.  Twelve or fourteen of these deluded men were 2fi ~ya
wards brought to-trial and conyicted of rioting, and v.ure
condemned to fines and imprisonment. S

Hostilities kad in the mean time commenced in Upper- Coe
nada, and the most brilliant success dawned vpon the Britisn
anns in that quarter. Captain Roberts whc wes stationed at

thie small post or block house of St. Joseph’s, situated on an.
- G Islang

1
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- Cuar.  Island in Lake Huron, to the north west of Mackinac, an&
III.  at about forty-five miles distance, on the eighth of July re«
"N/ ceived from General Brock, commanding in- Upper-Cana-
1812. - da, anotification dated on the 26th June, of the - declar~
' ation of war, with orders to make an immediate attack upon
Mackinac if practicable; orin the event of an attack by the
Americans upon 8t. Joseph's, t6 defend it to the utmost, orre=
treat upon St. Mary’s, a post belonging to the North-West
- Company at no great distance, and to make the best possible
defence. He at the same time received from that officer, a-
nother letter dated the 27th June, suspending the orders
given in the former letter, from his uncertainty of the de-
claration of war. On the eleventh of July, he again received
despatches from Sir GEorceE PrEVOsT, dated at Quebee
on the 25th June, and.from General Brock dated at Fort
George in Upper-Canada, on the 28th June; the former of
these notifying the war, and directing him to take every
precaution to secure his post against any attempt by the
enemy, and to render every assistance in his power consis-
tent with the service, to secure the interests ofthe North
“West Company, and in case of necessity to- effect his res
treat. By the latter, General Brock, being sufficiently in<
forthed of the declaration of war by America against G.
Britain, desired Captain Roberts to adopt the most prompt
- and effectual measures to possess himself of Mackinae, and di<
rected him, in order to effect his purpose, tocall tohis assist-
* ance the Indians within his influence, as well as the gentle-
men and dependants of the North-West, and South-West
~<companies, who might be at, ornear his post. The contrari-
ety of instructions from thie two. General Officers, with the
great hazard in attempting to seize upon a post -of the.
strength and importance of Mackinac to the United States,
which there was reason to presume, had prepared that post
against any emergency, could not fail to perplex . Captain,
Roberts, who, not only, was totally unprepared for an éx~
peditionof such moment, but being in-a wild - and . unin-
habited country, was also, attoo great a distance from re-
sources to-maintain even his own post against the enemy,
in the event-of failure in the present enterprise. He, hows
ever, with a promptitude and decision which reflect hon-
or upon his military character, determined upon an attempt
against Mackinac, and having -communicated his intentis
ons to Mr. Pothiér, a gentleman of the South-West. Com-
pany, then at St. Joseph’s; he was confirmed i.n his reso-
lution, by the approbation and zeal with which M. P..
Yoo ' R CQH!
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éoncurred in the enterprise ; who, to, facilitate it, gene-- Cuap.
rously threw open the stores of the company, andlaid every  I1L:
thing in them that could contribute to its success, at the ‘W<
disposition of Captain Roberts.. He at the same time vo-  1812;
lunteered his. personal services upon the expedition, at« -~ = -
tended with about one hundred and sixty canadian voya-

gews, one haif of whom were armed with muskets and

fowling pieces. On the 15th of July, Captain Roberts had
prepared-his little armament, consisting of thirty regulars,

with two artillery men and a serjeant,; one hundred and six-

ty canadians, ‘and two iron field pieces, neither of which '

in an emergency could be of much service ; when an: exs

press arrived with a despatch from General Brock, of the’

E)urth of thé same month, leaving it entirely at his discre=

tion to adopt- either offensive or defensive measuves, as
pradence might dictate. From this last despatch, coupled

with his instructions from the Commander of the forces, of
the 23th of June, in which no allusion was made to an

attemypt upon Mackinac ; Capt. Roberts felt that the whole
responsibility of the enterprise devolved upon himself, and
that incalealable evil must vesult to the Upper Province in
the event of failure. Finding his men in high spirits, he.
was determined to persevere atall events, and on the 16th

of: July he set out with his flotilla of boats and canoes,
convoyed by the Caledonia brig belonging to the North

West Company, loazded with stores and provisions. On the
ensuing morniug, ite efected his landing before Mackinac

without opposiiion, and- immediately summoned the gar-
tison to surrender, which after a few minutes was comse

lied with, without the effusion of a drop of blood. Capt,

toberts in resolving upon an attack against Mackinac, Capture of

3 . - Mackinac.

had imposed an embargo upon all boats and canoes™ at- St. _
Joseph’s, by which means all communication was cut off}

nor had the american Officer any certain intelligence ofthe
~ declaration bf war previous to the arrival of the British be-

fore Mackinac.* A quantity of military stores of-every de-
scription suitable for the Indian trade was found in the fort,
Two vesselsloaded with furs not aware of the capture were

decoyed into Mackinac, but the property was restored to
‘the- proprietors; by order-of a board of claims afterwards

held at Montreal, at which Major General De Rottenburgh
-presided, This achievement, effected by the promptitude

and judicious arrangements of Capt. R.not only inspired

"% The garrison at Mackina¢’ (co?fécﬂ y" called \l\liq!xilimackinac) consist-
wd of 3 Captain’s Comimand of aboui seventy-five men. Sl
&0 4 . . & . thc
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Cirar:  the people with confidence and gave a turn to the preseng
Lit,  camparga fatal to the views of A.acrica, but by ena niing,
\#™V N U L0 maintain our influence among the Indian naions of
“18123:  the west, which otherwise must have been lost, essentially
contributed to the siceessiulstruggle afierwards maintained,
against. the. american anus in  Upper-Canada, Geileral
Hull after the capture of his army and the fail of Deuwroiy,
{n his official despaich, relative to these events, -attributes
his disasters to the fall of Mackinac ; after the surrender of
which, almost every tribe and nation of the Indians, except
.apart of the Miamies and Delawaves, north from beyond
Lake Superior, west from beyond the Mississippi, south
from Ohio and the Wabash, and east from every part of
Upper-Canada, aud from all the intermediate country joined

in open Lostility against the army he commanded, . -

Previous to the declaration of war, the American governs
“ment had concenirated their army at Detroit, and in the
Michigan Territory, under the command of Brigadier Ge-
neral Hull, (an officer bred in the revolutionary war,) with
the intent offollowing up their declaration of war, by an im-
mediate invasion.of ﬁpper-(}anada, and by that means to
Intercept the British infiuence over the Indians, as well as
to maintain- co-operating relations with such forces as mighg
¥irst Tnvasi- De elsewhere engaged against the British Provinces.
on ¢f Upper- = : c : . . , - Y
Canada. " .On the 12th of July, this Officer, possessed of discretione
ary authority from his Government, and having as he
thought a sufficient force to secure an easy and victorioug
progress in’ the Upper Province, crossed without opposition
fiom Detroit to' Sandwich on the British side, with an aimy
of about fifteen hundred men, Here he established bLis
head quarters, and issued a Proclamation; memorable fiom
the positive and pompous tone in which he anticipates the
-easy conquest of Canada, and the hostile threat of extertuis
nation and indiscriminate slaughter of every. white man wha
should be found fighting by the side of anIndjan.* Genes
“ral Brock upon receiving this proclamation at Fort George,
issued on the 22d July a proclamation as remarkable for the
solid reasoning and dignity ‘of its ianguage, as that of the
Ainerican, for its presumption. He imediately convok-
ed the Provinciai Parliament, which assembled on the
2%th at York, the capiial of Upper Canada; and in the
mean time despatched Colonel Proctor with such reinforce-

b4
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gients ‘as could be spared, to assume the command at'Am-
herstburgh, then in charge of Lieut. Col. St. George. Ge-
nesal Hull remained for some time inactive, under pretext
oi* making preparation to prosecute the campdign with vi-
gour: butit was the falfacious hope of an early insurrection in
his favor thatluiled him into a supineness fatal to the safety
of his army. Amherstburgh lay but eighteen miles below
him, and the mud and picketed fortification of that post
was not in-a condition to make resistance against-a regular
giege. The American, confident of an easy conquest, had notas

yet a single cannon or mortar mounted, and to endeavour ta’

take it at the point.of the bayonet he thought inexpedient.
During this delay his situation became more and more pre=
carious: three detachments from his army wese on three
successive days, beaten back by a handful of the 41st regi~
ment and a few Indians, from the bridge over the River e
nard, three miles from Amherstburgh, which they endea-
- voured to seize, in order to open the route to that post.

Another detachment, in attempting to ford the river higher

“up, was put to flight by a small party of eighteen or twenty
‘Indians who lay concealed in the grass. The enemy panic

struck at their sudden and hideous yell, fled with precipi-
tancy, leaving their arms, accoutreménts and haversacks.
The Brish sloop of war Queen Charlotte canying eighteen
twenty-four pounders, lay in the Detroit-River opposite the
- mouth of the river Canard, so that it was impossible for the
Americans to convey by water to Ambherstburgh any artille-
ry, of which after much labour they had at last mounted two
twenty-four pounders. Lieutenant Rollette commanding
the armed Brig Hunter, had on the 3d of July at about
ten o’clock in the forenoon, by a bold attempt in his barge
with only six men, succeeded in capturing the Cayahoga®
Packet bound from Miami river-to Detroit, with troops, and
- * The merit of thisgallant action which gréatly contributed to mar the plans

of Gieneral Hull, by the total loss of alt his ho-pital stores, has been more than
" ‘suce undescrvedly attributed to a person who never saw the Cayahoga vu:il

L:eut. Rollette had brought her safe into harbour, to thesarprize and. admira~ -

“tion of every one present, It is no more than justice, to which Lieut. Roliette
- dswrictly entitled, to assert that his services upon Lake Erie, while he come
manded the Hunter, and until he was compelled as a ProvinciAL OFFICER i0
fallin the rear of the Lieutenants of the KoY'AL Navvy, were uniformly suce
-ceszful,and have not been excelled by any thing performed on the Lakes by the
officers of the navy, who superseded the provincial officers. The former were
Perhaps snperior in tactics, and cherished a hearty though mistaken contempt
for che americans, in which théy have heen since wofully undeceived. The
rovincial officers weresurely not less brave, though more prudent than the
ormer; and as things have turned out, our fleets on Lakes Erieand Champldin
migit as well have been entrusted to provincial; as navy officers. The furmer
. with cne or two exceptions, have been always more successful on the lakes
than thelatter, - , : ‘ ' ‘
. } loa‘d’.
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Cuae. loaded with baggage and the Hospital Stores of thé Ameris

IHL

can army, the loss of which was now severely felt. = Mi.:

- Se#v~~ chilimackinac in his rear, had been taken since the coms-.

1814,

_ HulVsretreat ™ . P . . .
from Upper- ceived the whole of his supplies, to resume offensive opera-

Canada.

mencement of the invasion, while the Indians from that:
quarter were flocking into the British standard. Our na-.
val force being superior on' the lake, Colonel Proctor pushs.
ed over to Brownstown, a village nearly opposite to Amhersts
burgh, twenty miles below Detroit, a small detachment of
the 4lst regiment under the command of Captain Tallon
with a few Indians, who on the fifth of August surprized
and routed a party of two hundred: Americans under Major.
Vanhorne, on their way from Detroit to the river Raisin, to-
meet a detachment of volunteers from Olio under Captain.
- Brush, wi-h a convoy of provisions for the army: ' {n this.
affair a quantity of booty,and General Hull’s despatches to
the Secretaryat war, fell into the hands of the victors,
whereby the deplorable state of the American army was dis-

closed ; and Colonel Proctor lost no time- in sending over a&-

reinforcement . of one hundred of the £ Ist regt. with some
militia and four hundred Indians, .the whole ecommanded:
by Major Muir, under protection of the Hunter, slcop of
war. Inthe mterim, the American General received a des-:
patch from General Hall on the Niagara frontier, intimae
ting that he could not expect a co-operation in that quarer,
which would have created a diversion in his favour.  Such-

was the hopeless state of things when the American General.
began to be sensible of his danger. His army hemmed in.
- on every side, cut off from its resources, and hourly wast--

ing away with defeat, death, sickness and fatigue, unsup-
orted by an’ insurrection of the country people in his favor,
and unaided by any co-operating army, and above all dis~
mayed at the report of General Brock’s resolution to ads,
vance against him ; his schemes of’ conquest vanished, and
in the sinking. state of his affairs, he saw no other alternative
than a retreat to Deuroit, under pretence of there concen=.
trating his main army, and after re-opening his communica-
tion with the river Raisin and Miami, through which here-

tions  against Upper-Canada. ¢ Accordingly on the evéning
of the seventh and the morning of the eighth of August, the
whole of his army except a. garrison of two hundred and-fif-

Battle of Ma- ty men and a few artillery left in charge of a small fortress

guago.

they had. thrown up on the *British sia'e, a little below De-
troit, re-crossed the river.. General Hull now detached a
body of six ‘hundred ‘men under Lieutenant Colanel Miller-
P : tQ
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: todisinge the British from Brownstowﬁ, and open the com- . Craep,

munication with the rivers Raisin and Miami, upon which

the existence of his army dfgyended.' On the ninth, this de-"

“tachment was met by the British and Indians under Major
Muir, at Maguago, between Brownstown and Detroit, who,

" after'a desperate battle, in which the Americans lost seventy-
five men, were obliged to retreat with inconsiderable loss
compared with that of the Americans. On the seventh
Lieutenant Rollette with the boats of the Queen Charlotie
and Hunter, under cover of the guns of the latter, attacked
and captured a convoy of eleven batteaux and boats having
on board fifty-six of their wounded, and two English prison~
ers, on their way from Maguago to Detroit, escorted by twe
hundred and fifty American troops on shore.

. Amidst- these reverses of fortune, the American General
was startled at a summons to surrender the Fort of Detroit,
by. General Brock, who, after having closed the public
business prorogued the Parliament, and collecting a few
regulars'and mulitia, with incredible exertion, had reached
Ambherstburgh on the 13th of  Avgust. - So resolute a de-
mand,, struck the American Commander with dismay, who
‘at the worst had never contemplated a pursuit-into his own'
territory. by -the British. He still however maintained suf-
ficient presence of mind to return a prompt ard" positive re-
-fusal, upon receipt of which, the British, who now ‘occupied
the ground lately in possession of the enemy in front of De-
troit, where they threw up a battery under the directions of
Captain Dixon- of the Royal Engineers, commenced atabout
four in the afternoon on the fifteenth, a brisk cannonade upon
Detroit, from .two 5% inch mortars, one eighteen, and two
twelve pounders, under the management of Captain Hall,
-of the Provincial Navy, with a party of sailors, which was
continued for upwards of an hour with great effect. ~Early
onthe morning of thesixteenth, the cannonaderecommenced,
~while General Brock with dbout seven hundred regulars and
militia, and- six hundred Indians, crossed the river without
- opposition at the Spring Wells, three miles below Detroit un-
der cover of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter. 'This small
but resolute force, after forming upon the beach, advanced
in column; flanked on the left by theIndians; with the river
of Detroit on their right, and took (at the distance of a mile)
a position:in line, infront of the american fort, irito which the
enemy had retired. -Here every preparation wis making
for an immediate assault, wien to the syrpriss of botharmies
‘ a

il

1812 .



- €uaw,
HI.
\ W oV
4812,

5% -~ ADMINISTRATION OF &

" & white Flagwis seen flying upon the walls of the Fort, and

a messenger advancing with proposals from the Americani
General to capitulate. Lieutenant Colonel M‘Donell ‘of the

Militia, and Major Glegg of the 40th regiment, Aid-de-Camp

to General Brock, immediately procceded by his orders te
the tent of the American (General, where they in a few. mi«
nutes dictated the terms of capitulation. By. this, the
whole of theamerican army, including a detachment of three
hundred and fifty men under Colunels M¢Arthar: and Cass,

Surrenderof despatclied on the 14th for the river Rajsin toescort the pro-

PDetroit,

i

yisions in charge of Captain Brush from thence to.Detroit;
became prisoners of war: and Detroit. with the Michigan
territory, were strrendered to the British arms without the
effusion of a single drop of British blood., The. ‘american
statements of their own strength, nearly coincide with the
british reports, which' make it-two thousand -five hundred
men regulars did militia.  The militia were paroled and pers
mitted to return home, on condition of not. serving during

the present war. The regulars were sent down to Quebec, :

The British. force including Indians, is acknowledged by the
enemy to have consisted of only .one thousand:and thirty

men or thereabout. Our own, and perhaps-the more correct

reports, state it to have consisted of three hundred-and
thirty regular troops, four hundred militia, and six hundred
Indians, who, upon thepresent occasion, are'said not to-have
sullied the glory of the day by any wanton acts of savage

- barbarity incidentto the Indian mode of warfare. Twenty+

five pieces of iron and eight pieces of brass ordnance, .(the
latter chiefly of those. tal%en’ from us in the revolution) with

" an immense quantity. of Stores of every. description, and one

armed brig, called the John Adams (afterwards named De<
troit) fell into the hands of the B;fitish. L

- "Thus ended this rash and imbecile ‘attempt at the con-
‘quest of Upper-Canada. - The loss of Mackinac and Detroit,
with the flower of their army atthe outset 6fithe war, was a
disgrace which filled the American government with con«
sternation and alarm, as their, plans of aggrandisement were
notonly totally defeated, but their whole western frontierlaid
open to the inroads of hostile Indians, and at the mercy
of a people still warm with indignation at the late irivasion,

 General Brock having issued a proclamation addressed

to the inhabitants of the Mickigan Territory, confirming
them in the full enjoyment of their. property, laws and reli~
- , © giony
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gion, left Colonel Proctor in eommand of Detrolt,’ and “ve- cgﬁg?t.

turned to Yox‘k,leie‘l‘e heatrived on the twénty séventh-of
‘August, amidst the heartfelt' acclamations ‘of a- grateful

people, rescued by his premptitude from the ignominy of

submitting to 4 conqueror. - In the short 'space of nineteen
days, he had with the assistance of his parliament, settled the

public business of the Province, under the most tiying cir-

cumstances that a commander could encounter, and haying

united and prepared his little army, had effected a::long and

fatiguing march of some hundreds of miles ; and with means
incredibziy limited, -had repelled “an invading enemy of dou-
ble his force, pursued him into his own territory, and final-

ly compelled: himn: to" surrender his' whole army;’ thus

extending -the British dominion without bloodshed, over

an extent of territory almost equal to Upper-Canada. The °

.

humbled, the fillen General Hull, with the officers and men
of his army; wereintroduced into Montreal, on theevening of
the Gth of September, in‘a triumphal though mock proces-
sion, amidst the shotits of a scornful multitude, indignant at
the savage threat of extermination he had breathed in his
proclamation at the outset ofhis invasion.  The Commander
of the forces however, recéived himwith every mark of atten-
tion due to his rank, and unsolicited, allowed him to return
to the States upon his parole; but his officers with few ex-
ceptions; were sent to &uebec. ‘ : ' i
- Our little navy on lake Erie, and on lake Ontario, though
the enemy were making the most active exertions, still’
maintained a decided' ascendency, and upon it depended
‘the safety of Upper-Canada and the future fate of the British
Provinces. ‘General Brock intended to have followed up
‘his first success by an attempt upon Niagara, a fort nearly

opposite to Fort George ; which in all probability as well -

as Oswego; and Sackets Harbour, the nursery of the enemy’s
fleet and : forces, would have yielded to the terror of his
name and the tide of success that attended his arms; but
controuled by hisinstructions, he was prevented from adopt-
ing measures, which probably, might have for ever blasted
‘the hopes of America in the Upper Province. '

The Commander of the british forces, conscious of the in«
feriority. of his. strength, and uncertain of reinforcements
from home, seemed to have adopted a defensive system, ra~
ther than incur the risk of wasting his army in hazardous ens
teyprises which in case of failure might lead to disasters ruin-

0w




Cuar
Ill.

1812,

54 ADMINISTRATION Off

ous to the provinces entrusted to his charge. Forbearance
towards America had long been the known and favorite
(E;olicy of Great Britain ‘and there is cause to bélieve that Sir.
GEORGE PrREvVOsT acted in the present iristance, pursuant.
to directions from his Majesty’s government, which in the
hopes of a speedy termination of the differences. with Ame-
rica, studied by temporizing, to avoid measures tending
to widen the breach, or givergom to the american people t®
embark in the quarrel of their government. -

Majbr General Dearborn Commander in Chief of tha
Foices of the United States, had soon aftey the commence-
ment of hostilities fixed his head quarters at Greenbush

. near Albany, which was converted into ‘a military depot,

with a view of collecting an army to overawe Lower-Canada,
and by preventing succours to ‘the upper. province, afford
-General Hull a facility in his accomplishment of the con-
_quest of that province. Here, he received towards the end of
?luly or in the commencement of August, despatches from Sir.
Georar PreEvost, by the ‘Adjutant General, Colonel
Bavnes, bearing a flag of truce, notifying the repeal of the
Orders in Council transmitted from Halifax by Mr. Foster
‘the late Minister in America. A proposition accompatiying
these, ofthe propriety of suspendinghostilities, until the plea-
sure of the President of the United States should be known,
was submitted to the American General, under the hopes
that this conciliatory measure, removing the alledged princi-
pal ground of difference between the two nations, would be
met by a corresponding disposition. on. the part of the a-
merican government. General Dearborn readily consented
to an Armistice, .(except as to General Hull, who, he said
acted under the immediate directions of the Secretaryat war,)
and forwarded the despatches to his government, which
misconstruing this frienidly proffer, into weakness, or a sense
ofdangeron the part of the British Commander, and proba-
blv flushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper Canada,
refused to ratify the Aymistice. Messengers, had in the mean
time been dispatched to Upper Canada to inform General
Brock of the provisional Armistice agreed upon between the
Beitish and American Commanders, but the promptitude of
that officer had secured Detroit before their arrival.*
# General Hull was, some months after his return to tl)e‘t}hit‘,é'd States, and
after having heeu regwlarly exchanged, tried by a generval court mavtial for his

misconduct in this campaign. He<vas found gnilty ard sentenced to be shof,
it being recommended on accountoFhisservieesin the revolutionary war, lie

CHAP.

sras pardoned by the President of the United States.. :
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CHAPTER IV.

YYVIE American government chagrined with disappoint-'

_ ment and the disgrace of the late campaign, which, e- .

ven-in their own estiination, had obliteratedthe glories of the
revolutionary war, resolved to strain-every sinew to retrieve
the faded lustre of their arms. The capture of the Guer~
riere by the United States frigate Constitution, a ship far
superior to the former, in tonnage, weight of metal, and
tie number ‘of her men, afforded some solace to their
wounded pride. The american forces on the confines of
Lower Canada, under the immediate command of General
Dearborn were increasing rapidly, and threatened Montreal
wiih invasion by St. John’sand the Odeltown road. Their
force ai Niagara, and on the Niagara frontier under Briga-
dier General Van Ransalaer, was already formidable, and
afiorded good grounds of apprehension to General Brock
of a speedy irruption from that quarter ; while General Har-
rison was aciively employed in collecting an army at the Ri-
ver Raisia near Detroit, from the Ohio, and the State of
Keaniucky. The naval establishment at Sacket’s Harbour.
in iae mean time increased with prodigious celeriiy,
aad uhe ascendency of their fleet on lake Ontario was.

by the iadefaiigable exeridons of (‘ommodore Clxauncey

now almosi incontestibly established.

It was, as 'yet uncertain at what point their main force
would be direcied ; or whether their object was by a combin-
ed movement to overwhelm both provinces at the same
instant. 'T'he shewy legions they had assembled, . were
however, raiher disdained than dieaded by the Britishforces,
whowere supported by a brave and loyal militia, animated
to enihusiasn in  the cavse in waich tliey were engaged,
waile the Ainericans averse by education, and their inde-
peadant habits of life, to the waolesone constuaints of
discipline, and the subordination of a camp, could harcly be

ovsadized inio the semblance of'an army, which noibing

bui che alluremenis of. aspeedy conquest, and an abun-
dant harvest of spoil;, could prevent from dispersing.-

- -A Cordon was formedalong the frontiers of Lower-Cana-

da, from Yamaska to S&..-Re%is,k where the line of separa= .
. ﬁ el

tion
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tion between the United States and Lower-Canada, touches
the St. Lawrence, consisting of the Canadian Voltigeurs,
and part of the embodied militia. A light brigade of the
elite of the forces, regular andmilitia, 'was formed at Blair-
findie, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Young,
“of the Sthiregt. consisting of the flank companies of the
Sth, 100th, 105d, Regiments, with the Canadian Fenci-
bles, the flank companies of the 1st Battalion of embodied-
militia, and a small brigade of the Royal Artillery, with
six field pieces. e : '

- The road to the United States, from the camp of Blair-
findie (or I’Acadie) through Burtonville and Odletown,
was cut up, and rendered impracticable by abbaiis, and
every precaution was taken to prevent a sudden irruption
of the enemy from that quarter. The Voltigeurs, with ex~
tragrdinary perseverance, effected this fatiguing duty in

the cqurse of a very short time, under the superintendance

of their commanding officer Major De Salaberry.

" The slender ‘reinforcements that aimrived this summer,
were barely sufficient to relieve the citizens of Quebec for

- a short time from garrison duty. They ¢onsisted of the 103d

Regiment from England, and a battalion of the Ist (or Roy-
al Scots) from the West; Indies, with a few recruits for othex
regiments; and it was ‘evident that the mother country un-
able at the present moment to supply the necessary aid

~ for the defence of these ‘provinces, ‘committed their destiny

to the loyalty and patriotism’ of the canadian population.

* In September, another battalion of the militia was em-
bodied, principally from the Montreal militia, and placed

_ under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, and

called the Fifth Battalion (afterwards Canadian Chasseurs).
The North-West Company raised a corps of Voyageurs,
which was disbanded in ‘the ensuing spring, while the
merchants and tradesmen of* the 1st Battalion of Montre-
al sedentary militia, in order to avoid the rigour of the mi-
litia Laws, which admitted of no substitutes, organised
themselves into four companies of volunteers for garrison
duty and field service in case of emergency. .

From the capture of Detroit and the American army un-
der General Hull, we have nothing of any importance to re-
late until the battle of Queenstown. The predatory incur-
sions of the enemy in the meantime, deserve to be notic(e_)d.-
: Lo n

.
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On the sixteenth of September; a brigade of b&tt_eaux load- Cuae:

ed with stores, andabout oene hundred and -thirty eight
troops, under. the command of :Major Heathcote of the
Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, were surprized and nearly
taken by a pa%y of five hundred Americans, at Matilda, in
their route to Up

over before day light in the morning from the Americanside,
effected a landing . unperceived upon a small island at'a

little distance from the British shore. They concealed them- -

selves in the bushes, and sent a party to secure a man by
the name of Toussaint, the only inhabitant upon the isl-
and. Early in the morning, the batteaux were seen advan-
cing, -and 1n thc eagerness of the Americans to observe them
through a broken glass in his hut, Toussaint stole out and
- reaching the shore, gotinto his canoe unobserved. . The
Americans upon discovering lus escape fired upon him,
while he, by shouting and making signals, apprized the bat-
teaux of their danger, which then precipitately made for the
shore. A gunboat whichescorted this party, immediately drop-
ped down from behind the island and opened a fire upon the
batteaux, while two large boats loaded with troops were
seen crossing from the American shore, and making for the
upper end of the Channel between the island and the Bri~
tish shore, with a view of taking the British- batteaux in
flank. They proceeded without interruption until upon
entering the channel, when a body of militia under Captain
Ault, opened a niost destructive fire upon them. One iied
for shelter behind the island, while the other made for its
shore and abandoned the boat with precipitancy, leaving a
number of killed and wounded. They kept up a brisk fire
for some time from the Island under cover of the bushes,
but upon the arrival of a reinforcement of militia from a
neighbouring township, under Captain Munro, they retired .
from the island with considerable loss, (exaggeratcd by
some statements to fifty seven killed) and .returned to their
‘own shore, having completely failed in their enterprise.
A party of one hundred and fifty Americans under Cape
“tain Forsyth, near the same ‘time crossed over from Gravels
ly point to Gananoque, some miles below Kingston, trom
whence: they dislodged a party of fifty. militia, and took.
possession ® of a quantity of arms and ammunition, which
they carried away after burning the Store and a'small quan-
tity of provisions.. Their:eonduct is represented to have
been disgraceful towards‘therdefenceless inhabitants, WhE?m
‘ "+ they

per:Canada. The enemy having crossed

Iv.
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they were prevented by the officers from plundering, after
some difficulty.” Four men found in the hospiial and a
]gingston, to

give noiice of their approach, were made prisoners and care
ried away by this party. . T '
From the frequent “interruption of .the convoys from
Moaireal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston in Upper Canada,
by iiie Americans at Ogdensburgh, opposite Prescot; Colo-
nel Lethbridge commanding the latter, formed the design
of dislodging the enemy and possessing himself of Ogdeise.

- burgh. With a view to effect his purpose, he assembled a

force of seven hundred and fifty men vegulars and militia,
and having collected a sufficient number of batieaux, he
pusited off in the forenoon of ihe 4th of October, under co-
ver of a cannonade from Prescot, with twenty five batteaux
.escorted by two gun boats. They advanced without oppo-~
shion, until mid-channel, when the enemy opened a tremens
dous discharge of artillery, which checked their progress.
A confusion immediaccly ensued, and they were compelled
to nake a precipitaie reireat, with the loss of three men.
kiiied and four wounded. The Americans were commands
ed by Brigadier General Brown, and are said to have be-
haved with much coolness and intrepidity. 'This enterprise
undertaken without the sanction of the Commander of the
Forces, was censured by him ; and the public opinion con=
demned it as rash and premature. =’ v

On the ninth of ©ctober, the armed brig Detroit, res
cently taken at Detroit, and the-brig- Caledonia with &
qaaiity of Furs belonging to the North-West Company,
baving arrjved the preceding day from Detroit with prison-
ers, were boarded opposite Fort Erie before the dawn of
day by a party of upwards of two hundred Americans in
boats manned by seamen. They succeeded in cutiing the
cables, and the vessels drifted towards the American shore:
Tiie Caledonia grounded at Black Rock, and the Detroit
upon Squaw Island a small distance from the American
side. . The crew afier a severe contest being made prisons
es, a pariy of men from Fort, Erie succeeded in boarding
and dismantling her in a fog, under a warm fire of the ene-
my; and at about ten at night she was blown. up. Some
lives weredost upon this occasion 3-among the Americans a
Major Cuyler,who was killed by a shot from Fort Evie, as
he was riding along the beach on. the opposite side of the
yiver, Ge-
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" Qeneral Brock, who, withinwearied diligence had watch- Cuap, .

ed the motions of the American army upon the Niagara IV.
frontier, commanded by Major General Van Ransalaer, gt
was convinced from the movements he had observed on the 1812,
American shore, thatan invasion was premeditated, ‘and
kept his little;army upon the alert. | On the 4th of October
an American spy was sent over to the British side, who re=
turned with information to the American Genersl, tha
General Brock had moved on to Detroit with all the force
that could be spared. Encouraged by these false news, eve=
¥y preparation was taken for a descent ufpon Queenstown,
On the morning of the 1lth, their forces” were cone
centrated at Lewistown, oppesite Queenstown, with a
view of making an immediate attack upon the lattery - -
but -through the- neglect .or cowardice of the officer ~
entrusted with . preparing and conducting the boais ta
the place of embarkation, the attack miscarried. Early in
the morning of the 13th, their forces' were again concen-

‘trated at Lewistown, and the troops embarked under covet

.of a commanding battery of two eighieen and two six

ounders. 'This movement being soon discovered, a brisk

’g,re was opened upon them from the British shere, by the
troops, and from three batteries. The Americans commenc- *
eda cannonade to sweep theshore, but with little effect. The
first division under Colonel Van Ransalaer, effected their
landing unobserved under the heights alittleabove Queens- Battle of

“town, and mounting the ascent with firnness and alacrity, QueensOwbe

) ?
attacked and carried” an eighteen pounder battery, and
dislodged the light company of the 49th regiment. The
enemy were in the mean time pushing over in boats, and not-
withstanding the current and eddies, which:in this part of
the river are numerous and rapid, and atremendous dis-
charge of artillery which shattered many of their boats,
persevered with dauntless resolution, and effected a lancing
close upon Queenstown, where they were opposed by the = -

‘grenadiers of the 49th Regt. and the York Volunteer Mi-
ﬁtia, with a determination verging upon desperation. 'The-
carnage became terrible. The British being overwhelmed
with numbers, were compelled to retire. some distance, in-
to a hollow. General Brock having heard the cannonade,
arrived 'at that moment, with his Provincial Aide-de-Camp
Lt. Col. MDonell from Niagara (at the grey of the morn-
ing,) and having rallied the grenadiers of his favorite 40ih,
wasleadingthem on to thecharge, when hereccived a musket  Death of
ballin his breast, which almost immediatelyteriiinated bivex- “Ge“l' Brock3

'  istence’
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Cua¥. istence. The only words hé uttered ‘were < psh on the brave
IV.  :York Volunteers” ~when he fell from lis horsé} and hi}
W™V corpse remaihed for some time in the power of the endmy.
4812.  In the interim; the light company stipported-by a- party-of

the Yorkers rallied, and feascerided ‘to dislodge thé eriemy
from the heights. - They formed and advanced to thé charge
exposed to 4 smart fire, but -finiding the enemny posted be:
hind trees, so that a charge could have little effect, they'de-
sisted, and separating, posted ‘themselvesin. like matiner,
and kept vp a smart fire for some-time. Lieut:" Col.
M<Donell who lad joined them 'while in formirg  for
the charge, and was encouraging the men, received a ball
in his back, as his horse, which had‘been wounded;‘was
in the act- of wheeling. - He survived his’ wonind: twenty
four hours in the most excruciating pain. ’The'Ataéricans
having effected their landing with anoverwhelming force,
the British were obliged to give way; and suspend the fight
until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving the Américans
in possession of the heights. (General Sheéaffe sobn came .

~up with a reinforcement of three hundred men of'the41st
vegiment, two companies of militia, and tw'o-hundred and

fifty Indians. Reinforcements havingalso arrived from Chips
pawa, the British General cdllec'ttedtixis ‘whole forcé amounts
ing 'to upwards of' eight hundred men, and leaving two
field pieces with about thirty men under Lieutenant ‘Hol-
croftof the Royal Artilleryin front of Queenstown, asa ¢heck

*to prevent the enemy fiom occupying the village, proceeded

by a circuitous route to- gain the rear of the heights upon
which - the enemy were posted.  The Indians being more
alert than the troops first surmounted the hill, and com-
mwenced the attack, but were repulsed and-fell back upon
themainbody, who formed with celerity,and upon the word,
advanced to the charge under a heavy shower of musketry.
The British satup a shoutaccompanied with the war-whoop
of the Indians, andadvanced at the double quick or running
pace, when the Americans struck with terror, gave way and
fied in: all  directions, some concealing themselves in the
- bushes, others precipitating themselves down the ‘precipice
were either killed by the fall, or. drownéd in the attempt to
swim the river. A terrible staughter-ensued, by the Indians,
whose vengeance it was impossible to restrain, until a white
fiag was observed ascending the hill with offers of an un-
conditional surrender which were accepted. An' armistice

- of'three days was proposed by the American and:granted by

the British General, 1 order to teke care of their wounded

and
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and bury their dead, on condition of destroying their bat-
teaux, which was immediately complied with, . One General
Ofticer (Wadsworth) two Lieut. Colonels, five Majors, a
multitude of Captains and Subalterns, with nine hundred
mern, one field piece, and a stand of Colurs, were the fruits
of this important victory; and itis computed that the eneiny
must have lost in killed, wounded, missing and prisoners,
upwards of fifteen hundred men. The action lasted from
fourin the morning until near four o’clock in the afternoon,

and though vanquished, -the obstinacy with which they con-

tested the honor of the day, reflects credit upon the ene--
my. General Van Rensselaer, before the arrival of the
reinforcements from Niagara under General Sheaffe, finding
the fate of the day still undétermined, his troops almost ex-

hausted with fatigue, and falling short of ammunition, had

returned t6 the american shore, to urge across reinforce-

Criap.
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ments from the embodied militia, but they, notwithstanding

every menace, and . entreaty on his part, unanimously
refused.  'In this dilemma he wrote a note to General
Wadsworth, who remained with thé Americans on the
Queenstown heights, informing him of the situation of
things, and leaving the course to be pursued, much to his
own judgment, assuring him if he thought best to retreat,
he would send as many boats as he could command, and
cover hisretreat by every fire hecouldmake. But before the
latter had time to resolve upon anymode of security or re-
treat, the spirited advance of the British had decided the

fate of the day. TheDBritishat fort Erie under thecommand

of Lt. Colonel' Myers, silenced the enemy’sfire at Black
Rock, and blew up a- barrack with a considerable depot of
ammunition. The Caledonia lately captured by the enemny
was almostdestroyed at her moorings. A well directed fire
from Fort George also silenced the enemy’s Batteries on the
other side of the river, from whence they fired red hot shog
g)on the wooden buildingsin the neighbourheod of Fort
eorge. ‘ y

Thus ended in their total discomfiture, the second at-
tempt of the Americans toinvade Upper-Canada. The loss
of the British is said to have been about twenty killed in«
cluding Indians, and between, fifty and sixty wounded.

'The fall of General Brock theidol of thearmy, and of thepeo-
ple of Upper Canada, was an irreparable loss, and cast a
shade over the -glory of this dear-bought victory. He was
& native of Gruernsey of an ancient and reputable family dis«

E 1 tinguished

—
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tinguished in the profession of arms. He had served for

~ many years in Canada,and in some of the principal cam.

paigns in Europe. He commanded a detachment of his

with Lord Nelson, wherehe distinguished himself. He wasone
of those extraordinary men who seem born to influence
‘mankind, and mark the age in which theylive. Conscious’
of theascendency -of his genius over those who surrounded
him, he blended the mildest of manners, with the sever-
ity and discipline of a camp, and though his deportment
was somewhat grave and imposing, the noble frankness of
his character imparted at once confidence and respect to
those who had occasion to approach his person. « As a sols
dier he was brave to a fault, and not less judicious than
decisive in his measures. The energy of his character was
strongly expressed in his countenance, and in the robustand
manly symmetry of his frame. As a Civil Governor, he
was firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether, we
view him as a Man, a Statesman or a Soldier, he equally
deserves the esteem and respect-of his contemporaries and
of posterity.. The Indians who flocked to his standard
were attached to him with almost enthusiastic affection, and
the enemy even expréssed an.involuntary regret at his un-
timely fall. His prodigality of life, bereft the country.of,
his services at the. early age of forty-two years. The re-
mains, of this gallant Officer, were, during the funeral service,
honored with a discharge of minute guns from the Ameri-
can, as well as British batteries, and with those of
his faithful Aid-de-Camp Lieut. Colonel M¢Donell, were
-interred in the same grave at Fort George, on the 16th
October, amidst the teavs of an affectionate soldiery and
a grateful people, who will cherish his memory. with' vene-
ration, and hand to their posterity the imperishable name

of BROCK.

. The civil and military commands in Upper-Canada now
devolved upon Major General Sheaffe, a giend and fellow
soldier of his illustrious predecessor. He paroled General
Wadsworth and some of the principal officers ; the remaine
der were sent to Quebec. -Among the American prisoners,
twenty-three men were found, who having declared them-
selves British born subjects were sent to England for trial as
traitors. This gave occasion to retaliate upon British pri-
soners in America,sand a like number of the latter were put
into closc confinement as Hostages for the safety of the
‘ ' traitors
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_ $raitors, by order:of the American government. - This cir-.
stance led to discussions that shall be noticed in their
proper place. =~ - ' ‘

“On the 18th of October, General Smyth assumed the com-
mand at Niagara, and applied to the British General for an
Armistice which was agreed upon, and to continue
antil thirty hours after notice of its termination.

ericans from Plattsburg under Major Young, surprised the
Jpiquet at the Indian Viilage of St. Regis. Twenty three men
‘were made prisoners by the enemy, and Lieut. Rottotteand a.
sergeant M*Gillivray and six nien were left dead. The
piquet consisted of a detachment of Canadian Voyageurs.
Ei‘i‘xe americans’in plundering the Village found an Fji_l’sign
or Union Jack, in the house of theresident Interpreter, usu-
aily hoisted upon a flag staff at the door of the Chief on
Enrdays or Holl)y—days, which, said the American Major in
an order issued upon the cccasion (not a little proud of the
achievement) were the first Colours taken during the war,
T'his occurrence was however, counterpoised by an attack
upon a party of Americans at Salmon river near St. Regis
on the 25d November, by detachments of the Royal Artillery,
49th Regimentand Glengary Light Infantry, amounting to
“seventy men, with detachments from the Cornwall and Glen-
‘rary Militia of near the same number, the whole uader the
‘command of Lient. Col. M‘Millan. In this affair, the ene-
my tookto a block house, but finding themselves surrounded,
surrendered themselves prisoners of war. One Captain two
‘Subalterns, and forty-one men became prisoners of war, and
four batteaux, and fifty-seven stand of arms were taken, .

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes of war, and the internal
dificulties with which the american government had to
struggle, the most active preparations were carrying on to in-
vade the Canadas. Major(zeneral Dearborn was at the head
“of tenthonsand men' on the confines of Lower-Canada : our
fieet, though superior to them in the spring and summer on
Lake Ontario, dare not now even contest witl the Americans
forthedominion of the Lake. General Smyth bad an army of
six thousand men on the Niagara frontier, and General Hur-
ricon on the river Raisin,  over-awed Detroit with his Chio

-asd Kentucky men. Froin these hostile appearances it was
evident that theenemy still Imedimwd 2 combined movement,
2 | bus

* Onthe 25d of October, a pariy of near four hundred Am«
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but the uncertainty of the polnt against which their maiy
strength would be aimed, kept ourarmy constantly on the
alert.  On the ninth of November the american fleet con-
sisting of seven sail of vessels with a considerable number of
‘Troops after chasing the Royal George into Kingston Chan-
nel canncnaded her forsome time ; being however, warmly,
received by the hatteries as well the ships, they hauled off
and beatup undey a heavy, fire to Four Mile Point, and an«
chored, with a view of renewing the attack at a more favora-
ble opportunity. - Early on the ensuing morning they got
under way, and beat out of the Channel under aheavy press
of sail to the open Lake, where they fell in with the Go-

. vemor Simcoe, from Niagara running for Kingston, and

chased herinto the Harbour ; she eluded their pursuit by
run:ing over a reef of rocks under a heavy fire from the Go-
vernor 'Tomking, the Hamilton, and Juliana, whichdid her
some injury. 'The weather becoming boisterous the fieet
bore away for Sacket’s Harbour, after having taken in their

“cruise two Schooners, in one of which Capt. Brock Pay-

master of the 49th Regiment was made prisoner. He waspar-
oled hy Commadgre Chauncey, who meritoriously restored
the Plateand Effects found in his possessionbelomging to his
late illustrious relative General Brock. -

A

Advance of  The American forces under General Dearbern:in the

Gereral Dear-

Lo,

mean time gradually approached the frontier of Lower. Ca-
nada; and early on the morning of the seventeenth of No-
vembper 1812, Major (now Lisut. Colonel) De Salaberry,
Superintendant of the Canadian Voltigeurs, commanding
the cordonand advanced posts -on the lines, received infor-
mation at St. Philips, that the enemy to the number of
ten thousand, were advancing upon Ogeltown. He imme-
diately despatched two companies of the Voltigeurs under
the command of Captain Perrault of the same regiment,
with three hundred Indians under Captain Ducharme of
the Indian department, to reinforce Major Laforce of the
Ist Battalion Embodied Militia, who was posted with the
two fiank companies of that battalion at the river La Cole.
"L'inis detachment after a fatiguing march of thirty six miles,
chiefly through morasses and abbatis, arrived early in the
afterncon of the same day at Burtonyille, and took a posi-
tion within theriver La Cole, a mile distant from it, in
conjunction with ‘a party of about thirty Algonquin and
Abenaki Indians, and” a few voyageurs under Captain
blday, a gentleman of the N orth-Yest Company 1\;} .the
- : Oya~
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¥oyagews corps. Major De Salaberry arrived on theday Cuap,
following with the remainder of the Voltigeurs- and the IV,
Voyageurs, ccmmanded by Lieut. Colonel M*Gillivray, and o™~/
four companies of the Volunteer Chasseurs from theparishes ~ 1312,
of Chateauguay, St. Constant, St. Philip. and T Acadie,
Inthemean time the enemy occupicd Champlain Town, two
or three miles from- the lines, and an earnest invasion was
-momently. expected. Nothing occurred -of any consequence
until the 20tk in the morning, when Captain M‘Kay visit=
ing the piquet betwcen three and four o’clock, perceived the
. enemy fording the river La Cole, and at the “same Instant
heard them cock their fivelocks in the surrounding bushes.
He hadscarcely time to.apprise the picquet under Capiain
Bernard Panet, of their dangey, when the enemy who had
surrounded the guard-hut on all sides, discharged a volley
of musketry so close that their wads sat fire to theroofand
consumed the hut. The Militia and Indians discharged
their pieces, and dashing through theranks of the enemy, es=
caped unhurt,- while the. Americans who had forded the
river in . two places, misiaking each other in the darkness
and confusion of the night -for the enemy, kept up a brisk
- fire for near halfan hour, in which they killed and wound-
ed several of their own people. After discovering their er-
ror they retired to Champlain Town, leaving five men
.. wounded, and three or fourkilled, who were found by the
Indians on the same day. This party is said to have con-
sisted of fourteen hundred men and a troop of Dragoons, and,
*was commanded by Colonels Pyke and Clarke.

This movement, or rather incursion of the enemy, gave
room to expect another more vigorous aftempt to invade
Lower-Canada, and on the 224, the Governor by a General
Order directed the whole Militia’ of the province to consider
themselves commanded for active service, and to be prepared
to move forward to meet the enemy as soon as required,
Lieut. Colonel Deschambault was- ordered to cross the St.
Lawrence at Lachine to Cahnawaga, with the Pointe Claire,
Rivi¢ére du Chéne, Vaudreuil and Longue Pointe Battalie
ons, and to march uponl’Acadie. The %olunteem of the st
Battalion of Montreal militia, the flank companies of the
second and third battalions, and a troop of militiadragoons
crossed the river to Longueil and Laprairie, and the whole
mass of population in the district of Montreal made a spon-.
taneous movement towards the point of invasion with an
enthusiasm unsurpassed in any age or country. Geﬁleral
: egr-
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Cyrav.  Dearborn, who, no doubt was well informed - of:the state 6f
"¢,  the public. mind in Lower-Canada at this crisis, foresaw
A\~~~ from the multitude assembled to oppose his progress, and
"~ 1812,  the hostile spirit of the ‘canadians; the fiuitléssness -of an
' attempt to” mvade Lower-Canada,- began to. withdraw’
his sickly and already enfeebled host, into winter quarters

a: Plattsburg and Burlington. © Whether he ever earnestly
conttemplated an invasion, or only intended this movement

a5 a feint to create-a diversion in favor of the army undef

General Smyth on the Niagara frontier, remains a questions

All apprehensions of an invasion of Lower-Canada for the

Present season having disappeared, the troops and Embodied

militia were on the 27th November, ordered into winter
quarters. - ‘ - SR
Tl N SN , .. . L ¥
 The armistice concluded between Generals Smyth and
Sheaffe after the battle of Queenstown ‘was terminated ort
the 20th November, ’pui'suaxit to notification to thatefféct
from the former.  This and the former Armistice withiout
i!fordi‘ng an}r present advantage, proved in the 9ver=.t€-‘"(')f
material prejudice to the Buitish on” Lake Erie. ‘The
Americans.availed themselves of* so favorable an occasion to |
forveard their Naval -Stores unmolested from Black Rock -
fo Presque Isle by water, ‘which they could ‘not otherwise
have effected; but with immense trouble arid expence by
land, and equipped at leisure the fléet ‘which afterwards
avrested feom us the command of that Lake. .~ =~~~ *

E ] . .
Genl. Smyth's. G'feqe'ral Smyth (of proclamation memory) had during the
:;‘-‘:};@%’-; in- armistice exerted himself'in preparing boats for- an‘qther- at-
ada, TPS" tempt to invade the Upper Province, near Fort Erie at the
foot of the Lake of the same name. ¥ o

- Early on the morning of the 28th Nov. the enemy effected &

_ Janding on the British side with a division of fourtcen boats
rowed by sailors with about thirty men each at the upper

end of Grande Isle between Fort Erie'and Chippawa. They

+ - were resolutely opposed by Lieutepant King’ of the Royal

-Artillery, and Lieutenant Lamont and Bartley with detach-

‘mentsof thirtyand thirty five men each, of the 49th Regiment.
Tieutenants King and Lamont were wounded, and their

~ men being ‘overwhelmed with numbers gave way afier

~ spiking the guns ; these two officers with about thirty three’

* $ce ‘Appendix D. o
: mep
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en were'made prisoners and .sent over to the american CxaPp;

side.”” Lieut. Bartley in the mean time after a determined
resistance by which his force was reduced 1o seventeen effec-
tive men .was compelled to retire; being threatened- by .a
movement of the eneray upen his flank. In the interim
the boats with the prisonersand as many Awericans as could
srowd into them, returning, left Captain King Aid-de-Camp’
to the American General with a few officers and about forty
men, who moved down the shore of the river but. being
- pursued by Major Ormsby from Fort Erie, were made prie.

soners after a feeble résistance. At aboutseven o’clockinthe -

morning, another division of eighteenboats wereseen advanca
ingto e%’ect» a landing two miles lower down than the formers
Colonel Bishopp having upon the first alarm, moved  from
Chippewa, had now formed a junction with ajor Ormsby
from Fort Erie, and commanding a force of nearly -eleven
hundred men, consisting of detachments of the 4ist, 40the
and Royal Newfoundiand Regiments, a body of Militia
under Lieut. Col. Clark and Major Hall, and sore Indians,
. Waited for the enemy on the shore. Their approach was wel ]
comed with three cheers, and a steady and effectual fire op«
ened upon them from musketry ahd a six pounder (under
the command of Captain Kirby .of the. Royal Artillery,)

which destroyed two.of ‘their boats, threw the remainder - -

_into confusion, and compelled them to seek safety in flight.

The  enemy, for a part of the day, made a display of their

force on their own side of the river, but perceiving the Bria
tish had unspiked and remounted the guns which-had fallen
into their hands in the morning, they, with a view of ree
tiring unmolested from.our fire, by gaining a little time, sen
gver a flag to Colonel Bisltopp to summons the_surrender
of Fort Erie, tosave the effusion of humanblood, who ans

swered ‘in the laconic words of an Englishman ¢ Come
" and take it.” Preparations were made for another descent
on the Canada side, on thé morning of the . Ist. of Decems~
ber, but through mismanagement in embarking their troops,

and a deficiency of fro}nSmns, the projeet miscarried, and .

the troops were - ordered to re-land and hiit themselves for
the winter. Murmur and discontent crept into the A-
‘merican camp, and General Smyth  was obliged to take

flight to-save himself from the indignation of his army, which.

- from death, sickness and_defection, soon ccased to be a
subject of apprehension to the British in their neighbours
hood. * This was the termination of -the third attempt. to.
{nvede Upper-Canada, and the resuls of the formidable
PO ' o pre-
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€uk¥. preparations of the Amberican government o conquer thé

Canadas. -

y

of Deceniber.' ' The Govériior, at thié”operting of the Ses-
#ion, expressed his confidence in‘the péople, thé fiuits of
whose loyalty were thé¢ honorable termination of the: cam-
paign without effision’of blood, loss- ‘of territoxy, or a re<
€ourse to martial law. - He thanked the House in the
name of the Prince Regeni, for the ‘assurance of attach-
ment and support they had promised in their answer te
his Speech at the opening of Parlidment in the preceding
month of February, and acquainted them that ¢ His' Roy-

~al Highness placed that confidence in the courage and loy-

alty” of his Majesty’s ‘Canadian subjects which made him
equally fearless of the result of any -direct attack upon
them, and of any insidious attempts to' alienate their af-
fection from his gévernment.”” He informed them of the
beneficial effects resulting from the Army Bilt Aet, and re-
sommended it to their further consideration., - ¢ He had
(he observed) according to the powers vested in him by

‘the Legislature, called forth the Militia to assist in the de=
fence of the Province, and with the most cheering satisfac<

tion had been a witness of that public ‘spirit, that steady
order and that love of their country, their Religion and
their Laws, which they had manifested on this occaion,
and which'by animating and uniting all classes of his Ma-
jesty’s subjects, -could not fail under Divine Protidence to
make them safe at home and respected abroad.” He recom-
mended a revision of the Militia Laws, and concliuded by
urging the necessity of dispatch in conducting the publie
business, R R

Among the first proceedings of the House of Assembly in
this Session, was an ‘enquiry into thé causes and injurious
consequences ‘that might have resulted from the delay in<
curred in the publication of “the laws of the Provincial
Parliament passed in_the Session thereof began and holden
on the 2Ist February precedinig. - This measure - was “for
some time persevered in with' unremitted assiduity, and

-with the obvious initention to palliate the "guilt “of the riot-

ersat Lachine. Among those summoned on this occasion to
atrend the bar of the House of Assembly, were the Clerk and
ether Officers of the Legislative Council, which not. having
deen previeusly censulted by the Lower House J'eﬁzse(lii ta

- ' allow
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heir servants to be examined at the bar of the latter,
The Legislative Council however, afier deliberation per-
‘mitted them to be examined by the House of Assembly
under a, species. of, protest, fiom 3 desire to remove every

allow: their.servants

possible obstacle to, the-immediate discussion of measures |

zequisite. for the defence. of the Province; reserving for a
more convenient occasion the qiestion” of their privilege in
this respect. Nothing of any importance resulted’ from
the enquiry, which, after some procrastination was. totally

relinquished.  The subject of appointing an Agent in Eng-

land was ‘resuimed by the House in the present Session, but
was postponed. To support the expence of the war an
income tax upon salaries from government was proposed

in the Lower House, in the proportion of fifteen per cent -

upon every salary of £1500 and upwards, per annum,
twelve per cent ,upon £1000 and -upwards; ten per cent
250 and upwards. A bill to that effect was passed in
-the Lower House but was rejected by the Legislative Couna
cil. ’ - ' o

The House resolved itselfinto a Committee to take into
consideration the power and authority exercised by his.
“Majesty’s Courts in this Province under the denomination
of Rules of Practice. The result or rather progress of
this enquiry during the subsequent Session, we shall have
occasion to notice in its turn.” The House in- taking into
consideration that part of the Governor’s Speech, in which

reference was had to Martial Law, came to cértainr Resolu- .

tions strong‘Iy adverse to a recourse to such a measure. The
Army Bill Act was renewed and extended : five hundved
thousand pounds were authorized to be émt intocirculation,
and in order to secure their credit, Commissioners were
appointed to establish at regular periods ‘the current rate
of %x«:hange, of Bills uponLondon, which the holders, u%on
application were intitled to obtain from Government.

teen thousand pounds were granted by the Parliament te
equip theEmbodied " Militia, one thousand pounds to pro-
vide for hospitals for the Militia, and twenty-five thousand

pounds for the support of the war. The further sum of

four hundred pounds was granted to improve and facilitate
the communication between Lower and -Upper-Canada.
But no amendment was made to the Militia Laws owing
to a disagreement on the subject between the Lower an

Upper Houses, A duty of two and a balf per cent upon
e « K ' all

upon £500 and upwards' and five per ¢ent upon every -

ife

Cuas,
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Cuarl all merchandize (provisions excepted) imported nto the
IV.  Province, and two and a halfper cent more, upon Metchan-
Lo~~~ dize imported into the Province by persons not actually
1813.  therein resident six months previous to such importation,
was granted for the support of the war. The present Ses.

sion of the Legislature was prorogued on the fifteenths of
February, | o

CHAP.
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CHAPTER V.

THE Americanarmy under the: command of General
- Harrison still hovered on the border of the Michigan
Territory and over-awed Detroit, where Colonel Proctor with
an inferior force was left in. command after the reduction

CHaP.
. V.
VN
1813.

of that post by General Brock. On the 19th of January, in--

formation was received at Detroit by the British Command-
er, that a division or brigade of the- American army under
Brigadjer General Winchester, was encamped at French-
town on the River Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit,
having driven in a body of militia and Indians posted there
under Major Reynolds of the militia, who, after some resist~
ance with a field piece, fell back upon Brownstown. Colonel
~ Proctor promptly determined to attack this djvision before.
it could be reinforced by the main body under General
‘Harrison, three or four days march in the rear ;. and ‘assem~
bled his disposeable force at Brownstown on' the 21st, con-
sisting of five hundred regulars, seamen and militia, and
about six bhundréd Indians. He advanced the same day
twelve miles, to Stoney Creek, and at day break the next
morning made a resolute attack on the enemy’s camp,
General Winchester himself, fell soon after the  commence-
ment of the action into the hands of the Wyandot Chief
Roundhead, who surrendered him to Colonel Proctor. 'The
Americans had retreated to the houses and enclosures, from
which they  were making a desperate resistance through
fear of falling into the hands of the Indians ; but upon its
being represented to General Winchester, that unless a
speedy suyrender were made, the buildings would be set on
,hl;e_, and that no responsibility would be taken for the con~
duct of the Indians, he sent a flag of truce to his men, and
agreed on their part to a suryender, upon condition of their
being pratected from the fury of the Savages, and allowed
to preserve their private property, . In this affair the enemy
lost in killed between three and four hundred men, and one
Brigadier General, three field Officers, nine Captains, twenty
Subalterns and upwards of five hundred men in prisoners.
The loss on the British side was also severe : twenty-four
killed and one hyndred and fifty-eight wounded. - This spi-
rited and wigorous measure completely disconcerted th
arrangements made by Gene\‘al'li I;arris()n for the recover to
I tho

Battle of
Frenchtowr.
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the BMichigan territory, and secured Detroit from any jm- -

mediate danger. In recording this gallant exploit, it must
be regretted, that the ungoversable ferocity of our Indian al-
lies, (who on the dayafterthebattle, aregaid ‘o haveslaughter-
ed 1n spite of the British, such of the weunded prisoners as
were unable towalk,) should.have tarnished thehonorof the*
victory.© Humanity revolts at the idea ofa massacre of de«
fenceless and wounded prisoners taken in-open and honora-
ble warfare, and we can only find an excuse for.the guilt of
tlie tame spectators of such atrocities, in their ‘apprehen-
sions of'a similar fate,in.case of interference to rescue the
unhappy victims of savage vengeance. 'The House of As-
sembly of Lower-Canada passed a vote of thanks to Colonel
Procior for the skill and intrepidity with which he planned
and carried irto execution this enterprise, and for the ex-
emplaiy humanity displayed by him in the moment of vic-
tory** -A vote of thanks was ‘also passed to the officers,
mnon-commissioned - officers ‘and privates: belonging to the

line, marine and militid forces who assisted in its accom-

plishinent, and Colonel Proctor was immediately promoted
o the rank of Brigadier General by the Commander of the
Forces, until the pleasure of the Prince Regent should be
known, who was pleased to approve and confirm the ap-
‘pomtment. g T ‘

The Governorhaving closed the Session of the Eegislature,
left Quebec on the 17t February on a visit for Upper-Cana-
da. In his route thither, Licut. Colonel Pearson in com-
mand at Prescot, proposed to him as he passed, an attack
upon the American post of Ogdensburg in'retaliation foran
excursion by tlrie enemy. from thence upon Brockville some
days previous. The Governor did not deem it expedient

to order an attack.upon that post, but as two men had.

deserted on the evening of his arrival, and -had gone ‘over
to the enemy, who niight upon ascertaining the arrival of the
Governor, way lay him on his route,. it was determined
that Lt. Col, Pearson should proceed on the ensuing morn.
ing with His Excellency to Kingston, while Lt. Col. M‘Don-
nell second in. command at Prescot, should make a demon-
stration onthe icein frontofOgdensburgh, as well with a view
of engaging the attention of t%_e enemy, as by drawing out

* When this vote &f thanks was nsé;ed, the facts alluded to, were certnin-
Jdy not within the kiowledge of the Assembly, as’it is more than probable
they would have been silent upon the score of kumgnity. -

their
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their forces, toascertain the strength of thegarrison. .On the: Ciap::
ensuing morning (22d February,) as the Governor departed, V.
Lieut.‘Col. M‘Donnell moved with his party across the river =~
o the ice, towards Ogdensburgh; the enemy perceiv-- 1813;
ing the movement, were prepared to receive him, and Lieut. - . -
Col. M‘Donnell impelled by that spirit characteristic of Bri~ oy ogdeu}."

‘tish Saldiers, turned the demonstration into a real attack,  burgh.

~ The enemy were driven from .the village after a short
contest, leaving about twenty killed, and a considerable’
number wounded. Four brass field "pieces, seven pieces
of iron ordnance complete, with several hundred stand of
arms, and a considerable quantity of stores fell into the
hands of the victors, who lost seven killed, and sevem
officers (including Lt. Col. M‘Donnell) and forty-one men
wounded.  After having destroyed two small schooners
and two gun' boats left there to winter, they returned to
their quarters at Prescot, ' " - "

During the winter the greatest exertions were made to
be in a-state of preparation for the ensuing campaign. .In
‘March a draught of militia took place, tQ fill up the miliuiz
“Battalions. - A Battalion (the 6th) was embodied at Que«
bec fromn the city Militia for garrison duty. The Canadian
‘Regiment of Fencibles, the %lengarie,s and the Voltigeurs
recruited with diligence and success ; and the 104th (or
New Brunswick Regiment) marched through from Frede-
-rickton for Upper-éa.nada., some hundreds of miles, with
‘extraordinary celerity in the month of March, though their
route from Frederickton to the river St. Lawrence, lay
~-through an uninhabited wilderness buried in snow and

‘never before practiced by troops.

The American forces in the mean time augmented daily
-at Sacket’s Harbour,, and their fleet being superior to that
of -the British, a descent upon Kingston or its neighbour-
hood was confidently expected : the Ainerican government
however, deemed it too hazardous a game to stake the fate of
their Lake aymament upon an enterprise against the prin-
cipal depét of the British in the '(}:)per Province, where
they must expect a desperate resistance, and resolved to
direct their efforts a(%ains.t( the more distant and vulnerable
parts on the Lake. Commodore Chauncey having accord-

ingly equipped his flect for an expedition, and received on

board upwards of seventeen hundred troops under the
' ' eomv
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Caar. command-of Generals Dearborn and Pike, sailed - fromy
V.  Sacket’s Harbour on the 25th of April, and on the follows
N, ing evening appeared off York with fourteen sail of aring
4815, wessels.  On the ensning morning (27th) the enemy coms
menced a debarkation -about three miles to the west of
the town, butthe wind blowing fresh from the eastward
they fell considerably to leeward ‘of the position fixed ug()x; ‘
for landing (the site of the old French Fort Toronto). while
‘they suffered much from a galling fire -of the British troops
posted ina wood. They however accomplished their land.
Battle & eap- 11g and compelled the British to retire with loss. The
eure of York, Grenadiers of the 8th Regiment, who Jost their Captaxn,
M+*Neal, were, after a desperate contest almost annihilated
by the overwhelming numbers of the. enemy. The latter
having made their landing, formed upon the beach unde
the immediate orders of General Pike, while the schooners
worked up to the Forts under a heavy cannonade, and as
suming-a posjtion at the distance of six hundred yards froxg
the batteries in order to make a simultaneous:impressio:
upon the works by water and by land, opened a heavy fire -
upon - them which did great execution. °The land forces
under General Pike advanced through a little wood 'td
the main warks, when, at the distance ot sixty rods fronf
them, atremendousexplosion took place from a magazine
previously prepared, which discharging an immense quane
tity of rubbish, spread havock among tﬁeir troops and killed
a number of their officers and men, General Pike, an:
Officer much esteemed in the American army, and who
seems to have beena gentleman of an amiable character in
-privatelife, reccived a contusion from a large stone while
eading on his men, which in - a few hours put ‘a period to:
his existence.. General Sheaffe finding his small force un-.
able to resist that of the enemy, retreated at two o’clock in
the afternoon, leaving Lieut. Colanel Chewit of the miljtia
to treat with the enemy ; and a capitulation immediately
-ensued, by which York was surrendered to the-American
forces, and the Militia to the amount of more than twp
hundred men with their officers surrendered prisoners of
‘war, on condition thatall private property shouldbe respect-
ed.” The public stores of every description fell into the.
hands of the enemy with the armed schooner Duke of
Gloucester undergoing repairs. A new ship which had
injudiciously been laid down at this open and defenceless
"Post the preceding winter, and now almost completely
planked, was, with the naval stores set on fire by the British
pro-
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$revious totheir retreat.. The loss df the British was severe,
-gmounting to about one hundred ;}xd thirty men in killed
and wounded, among the former Mx. M¢Lean, the Speaker
of the House of Assembly of Upper-Canada, who had
volunteered his services with a musket. The loss of the
enemy though not correctly ascertained must have been

Eroportional y heavier than that of the British. - The enemy
baving secured _their booty, re-imbarked and sailed on the
2d of May for Niagara.

. The people hitherto unaccustoned to hear of reverses,
were iiritated at this success of the enemy, andas usual
upon such occasians, clamoured against the General com-
manding, ‘whoa few weeks afterwards was succeeded in
the Administration of the Civil Government - of Upper-Ca~
nada by Major General De Rottenburg, and on "his return
% the Lower Province assumed the command of the forces
m the District of Montreal. It is not ascertained Wwhether
his removal was the result of the displeasure of the Comi-
‘mander of the forces, but upon & cool survey of the event
‘of the batile of York, it must be owned that the honor of
the British arms was strenuously and ably maintained by
the small party of men under his command, who, including’
Regulars, Militia and Indians, did not exceed siz hundre(i

- The Armierican fleet having landed the troops at Niaga-
fa, returned to Sacket’s Harbour for reinforcemetits, and on”
the 25th May, their whole fleet having proceeded by de--
tachinents, were againassembled at Niagara, and General
Vincent commanding at Fort George, foresaw that an attack
was intended shortly to be made upon his Post. ~ Commo-
dore Chauncey despatched two of his vessels to cruise vi-
;g}ilantly off Kingston, dand conterted his arrangements with

teneral Dearborn for a combined attack upon Fort
George. Early in the morning of the 27th May the enemy.

CH AV,

1813,

Attack and

commenced. a combined attack upon that Fort, having pre- reduction  of

¥iously, on the 24th and 25th materially injured the works
by a warm cannonade fiom their ships and batteries. A
body of about eight hundred riflemen under Colonel ‘Scott
landed near the ewo Mile Oreek, while the fleetranged up
in the form of a ctescent; extending from the North of the
light hoeuse to the two Mile Creek, so as to enfilade the Bri-
. tish- batteries by a cross fire. The riflemen after forming

Fort Georges

and ascending the bank were met by the British, and com-

‘pelled to give way in- disorder and retwn to the beach

from-
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Cuan, from -whenee they kept up:a smart fire under-cover of. the
V. jbank.. In the mean time another body, of upwards of iwb
S - thousand men under the directionof General Lewis, made a
.1818:" landing.and formed on the heach under cover of a tremen-
dous, cannonade of -round shot, and.showers of grape and
canister from the’ fleet, that swept.the .adjacent plain, and
compelled the, British.;to.retite.. . General -Vincent-firding
the, works torn to pieces by the. enemy’s artillery.and np
longer tenable against so overwhelming a force, caused the.
Fort to be dismantled, and the magdzines to "be blown
up, and- retreated, to, Queenstown, leaving the Americans

to take possession of the rujns of the Fort.. The Britis
Toss consisted of fifty-two killed and upwards of three hun-
dred wounded and ,missing. . The American accounts state
their loss at thirty-nine killed and one hundred and: " eleven
wounded. ‘ '

their loss

‘General Vincent on -the ensuing day having collected
the whole of the forces from. Chippawa. and Fort Erie, and
destroyed or rendered .useless the posts and stores along.
that frontier, commenced his retreat toward: Burlington
‘Heights at the head of Ontario. . '

__ 'The arrival of ;Sir. James L. Yeo from England at Que-
bec, on the 5th May, with several Officers of the Royal Navy
‘and 450.seamen for-the' Lakes,. cheered the drogping spirits
of the public. - Captains Barclay, Pringand Finnis, with
five Lieutenants of the. Royal Navy having previously arrived
over land from Halifax, with some seamen, were already s
Kingston, and wereputting the fleet in a state of preparation
to mect the enemy. . Sir George Prevost. proceeded fiom
Montreal to Kingston with. Sir;James L. Yeo, who-airived
at the latter place .in the short term of'six weeks from his
embarking at Portsmouth., . ' o o

The two Commanders-being now at Kingston, the public

~was on the tip-toe: of: expectation for some decisive dash

Expesition ‘upon the erlemy’s flotilla.. -An attack upon Sacket’s Har-
2%2’3;;,;*’““‘ bour in the absence of their-fleet at. Niagara, was- resqlved
‘ " upon. -~ A-body of. eight hundred or-a-thousand men; were
embarked on the: 27th May, on board of  the British flotilla -

at Kingston, consisting-of the Wolfe .24, guns, Royal

George 24, Earl of Moira 18, and four schooners bearing

from ten to twelve guns.each, with a sufficient number of

batteaux, and at noon on the next day they -were off S?{C-

’ ' Kket’s
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were transferved to the batteaux to.make their landingun- V.
der an escort of two gun-boats, commanded by Captain v~
Mulcaster, the whole under the immediate direction of the  1815:.
Jand and naval Commanders in Chief. They had procecded
but a short distance ‘when a convoy of American boats
joaded with troops-were descried doubling Storiey Poirit, ont
their way from Oswego to Sacket’s Harbour. 'The Indians,
who had previously landed on an Island, fired upon them as-
they passed and threw them into confusion, while the boats
and gat.'te_sa.uj_: bore down and captured twelve of them with
about 150 men : the remainder escaped into Sacket’s-Har=
bour. The landing was then deferred until the next morn-
ing, while the :Americans raised the alarm, and withdrew
a g‘e‘ta'chment_; of their troops posted upon Horse Island-at
the mouth of the Harbour, and assumed a position on the
main, opposite a ford leading from the Island to the main:
land, where they were reinforced by.a body of militia under
General’ Brown, and prepared for a’ -vigorous defence.
The night was dark and rainy,; and at day break next morn-
ing the” boats ‘were so “scattered that they were unable to
effect’a landing as intended, ‘before the enemy should hava
time to line -the woods. . They first attempted to land on
the main, in"a cove formed by Horse Island, but on ap-
proaching it they found the enemy:prepared for them by &
heavy fire of musketry from the surrounding woods sup-
ported by a field piece. They then pulled round and land=
ed on the outside of the Island, with little or no loss, and
pushed forward to _the ford, ix} the face of a hot fire of mus-
ketry and the field piece, which they cairied in a few mo-
meiits after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds of
smutirition. . The’enemy retreated, and posting themselves
secrely ‘behind large trees, kept-upa smart fire upon the
British.: The fleet in the mean time, as well as: a small
veséel - with two six pounders, intended to have beenlanded
in titné to support the advance. of the troops, were, through
light and adverse wind, along way in the rear. Under
these circumstances it was impossible to wait for the arriva}
of the artillery, and Colonel Baynes, the Adjutant Generak
of the Forces-in British N. America, who was charged with-
this service, ordered the detachment to divide, in order to
scour the woods by pursuing two paths which led in oppo-’
site directions round a rising ground. The enemy dislod-
ed from thewoods at the point of the bayonet, fled to their
ort: and blockhouses, whither they were pursued by the
oL British,

fe*sHarbour. The weather was propitious, and the'troops  Crrars
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British, who set fire to their barracks. At this junctusitl
was thought by the commanding officer, that the enemy’s
block houses and stockaded battery could not be carried; by

been landed. The fleet were still out of reach to render

“any assistance in battering them, while his men were exs

osed to the fire of the enemy secure within their works,

he signal of retreat was therefore given to the indignant
assailants, and the enterprise was abandoned at. a moment
when the enemy had so far calculated upon a decisive vice
tory on the part of the British, as to set fire to their nava)
store houses, hospital and marine barracks, by which all the
booty previously taken at York, and the stores for their new
ship were consumed. They had also set fire to a frigate on
the stocks, but on discovering the retreat of the British, they
succeeded in suppressing the fire and saved her. The troops
were immediately re-imbarked and returned to Kingston,
The loss though heavy on both sides is not. correctly ascer<
tained ; among the British, Capt. Gray, Acting Depy. Q.
M. General, wasmuch regretted. Hefell while reconnoitring
the enemy’s works in the hope of discovering some opetiing
to favor an assault. : L

_ Thus terminated this expedition to the disappointment of
the public, who, from the presence and co-operation of -the
two Commanders in Chief, . fondly flattered themselves with
a far more brilliant result. This miscarriage with other
reverses at the commencement of the present campaign,_de-
stroyed in the opinion of the enemy, the invincibility our
arms had acquired the preceding autumn. : :

' From these humiliating occurrences, we turn with pridé
to more cheering scenes of action, which effectually re-
trieved the honor of-the British: arms in Upper-Canada.
‘General Harrison notwithstanding the defeat: of a division
of his army under General Winechester at Frenchtown in
February, still persevered in -his preparations to recover
the Michigan territory, and in pursuance of his views. had

- towards the spring, taken post near the foot of the rapids

of the Miami, where he only waited for reinforcements to
commence active operations against, the British.; General
Proctor aware of his views, determined to dislodge him be-
fore the arrival of his reinforcements, and. proceeded for

. the Miami. He arrived at . the neighbourhood of the ene-

my’s position on the 26th of April, The -Amgri"cans:l.l hag
ows

IS
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ﬁﬁwé’vé’i'.“ée'cﬁréd' themselves by block houses and batteries -

90as to render every effort of the small artillery of the be-

siegers unavailing.. In the morning of the 5th of May; a

teinforcement consisting of two regiments amounting to
about twelve' hundred men under Brigadier General élay,
having rapidly descended the river from Fort Defiance some
-distance above Fort Meigs (the American position) made a
sudden attack and surprised the British batteries on the
West side of the river, seconded by a resolute and simulta«
"neous sally from the garrison. H};ving carried the British
batteries, they unwarily pursued the Indians who fell back
gskirmishing with the enemy, while the main force coming
up, by a hasty and judicious movenient circumvented the
Americans and intercepted their retreat to the river. After a
desperate contest, the enemy surrendered, and upwards of
$00 men were made prisoners. They who had sallied from the
fort alone effected their escape, and betook themselves to
their fortification. The Indians although disposed to sa-
‘erifice the prisoners according to their mode of warfare, after
Some excesses, were with difficulty restrained from slzaghter
by the British, two or three of whom fell victims to the fury
of the Savages, in theirendeavours to protect the defenceless
prisoners. By this partial success the enemy became so
crippled as to be unable to prosecute the campaign with
any prospiect of recovering Detroit, and General Proctor
drew off "his forces and returned to Sandwich, under the
apprehension of being abandoned by the Indians, who after.
a battle, according to their custom, retire io the enjoyment
of their booty. In this affair, the Britich loss amounted.-to
‘one officer (of the militia)-and fourteer. men killed, and one
officer and forty-five men wounded.

- Immediately after the capture of Fort George by the ene-
‘my, General Dearborn pushed forward a body of three
ahousand infantry with nine field pieces and two hundred
and fifty cavalry, as far as the Forty-Mile Creek, for the
purpose of dislodging General Vincent, who had assumed
a position at Burlington Heights at the head of Lake Onta~
rio;” or- to'prevent a junction of the forces under General
Proctor 'witli?x those of General Vincent, which, the Americans
‘understood had been agreed upon by the British.  On the
5th of June, General '\ﬁncent, was apprized of the advance
‘of theenemy by theretreat of hisadvanced picquets from Ston-
‘ey Creek. Lieut. Colonel Harvey, Deputy-Adjutant-Ge-
Fal, immediately - moved. foiwgrd- with . the light compa-
g o nies

Cira®,
V..

" Battle o
8toney Creeke
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CHAPR. nies of the 8th and 49th Regiments, and having recennoitred
V. the enemy’s position, proposed to General Vincent a noc-
SV turnal aitack upon. his camp, which-was approved. At
“1813." celeven in the evening, the General moved up with the 49th
Regimentand a part of the 8th (his whole effective force on.

1y 704 firelocks) toward the American camp, distant about
‘seven miles. Lieut. Colonel Harvey led on. the -attack in
gallant style, and completely ‘succeeded in surprising the
enemy in the midst of his camp, who, notwithstanding the
darkness of the night, and the consternation and disorder

into which they were thrown, -evinced a state of order and

- discipline highly creditable to themselves, in repeatedly
forming, ’though compelled as_ often to disperse ‘before the
resistless energy of the British bayonet. Two Brigadier
-Generals, (Chandler and Winder,) seven officers of inferior

rank, and one hundred and sixteen men, with three guns,

one brass howitzer and three tumbrels, fell into the hands

“of the British by this brilliant and intrepid action, which ‘as

it reduced the Americans. from offensive to defensive opera.:

. tions, was probably in-its result of more real importance to-

the salvation of the Upper Province than any other occur-

rence during the present campaign. The British were or-
dertd to retreat before day light, lest their small strength
exposed-to the view of the enemy, upon the return of ay

. might be overpowered by their superior numbers. Finding

that the British had retreated, they re-occupied their camp

.after sun-rise, and having destroyed all their incumbrances,
commenced a precipitate retreat to Forty-Mile Creek, ten

miles from the scene of action, where they were reinforced

on the following day by General Lewis, with a detachment

. of the army from Fort George. The loss of the British in

this affair was one Officer and twenty-two men killed, and
“twelve Officers ard one hundred and fifteen men wounded,

‘and fifty-five men missing.* © ~ On

* In General Vincent’s Official Despatel the following well earned tri-
.bute of applause is.bestowed upon the Officers and men engaged in this
. memorable achievement. ‘

-+ T cannot conclude this despatch without calling your attention to the
. following Officers:~-- S - R .

“ To Lieut. Col. Harvey, the Deputy-Adjutant-General, my. obligations
‘are particularly dae, From the first moment the enemy’s approach was
 known, he watched his movemnients, and afforded me the earliest information.

To him, indeed, I am. indebted for thesuggestion and plan of operations:
nothing could be more clear thzn his arrangements, nor inore completely
“successful in the result. ' The conduct of Major Plenderleath, who com-
manded the 49th Regiment, was very conspicuous., By his decision and
rompt efforls, the surprise of the enemy’s camp was completed, and all
'gis efforts to make a stand were rendered ineffectual by the bayonet,
* which overthrey all opposition. A party. of the 49th witg, Majo‘rl' l;leg .
. erica
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.- 'On- the evening of the seventh, the British fleet-hove Cuap,
in sight, and on the-ensuing morningapproached the shore =V,
~and fired .a few shot upon the enemy, whom they sum- ™~ uy
moned to surrender prisoners of war. This was refused 1818 .
by the American Officer, who however, deemed ‘it expes

dient to fall - back upon Fort George, while the Britishy-

as they retired, . pressed upon their rear and occupied the

.ground they abandoned. Twelve of their batteaux which
‘accompanied the.army on its retreat, containing principally

officers baggage, fell into the hands of the British fleet,

‘ which--occasioned the enemy for the present, no other in-
convenience than by enabling the British troops to advance

with security and to urge the retreat of the.Americans.

On the 24th June, a party of about six hundred of the
enemy, under Lieut. Colonel Boerstler, who had been dis~
patched the preceding day by General Dearborn, by way
of Queenstown, with a view of dislodging a detachment or
_picquet posted at aplace called. the %eaver‘Dams, (a few
.. miles from Queenstown,) were surprised on their route by
'8 party of Indians under Captain Kerr, and afier some.
- skirmishing, believing themselves hemmed in by superior _Afair_at

-numbers, surrendered to Lieut.” Fitzgibbons of the 49th Beaver Pamgg
Regiment. This Officer arriving at the conclusion of. the
. business ‘with a--small detachment of"forty-six rank dnd

file,” completed the victory, and the Americans surrender»

.ed themselyes prisoners, afier negociating a capitulatiom

with him in the pame .of Major.de Haren, by whom he

derleath at their head, gallantly charged some of the ememy’s field pieces,
and brought off '2 six pounders. N - .

“ Major QOgilvie Jed on, in the most gallant manner, the five compaw
nies of the- King’s- Regiment, and whilst one half of that highly distine
guished. corps: supgorted the 4Sth Regiment, the other part movcd to the
right and attacked the enemy’s left fHlank, -which decided our midnigh®
contest.’ o i :

T have also received the greatest assistance from Major Glegg, Bris
gade Major to the Forces, and beg leave to wmention 'the names of Cape
‘tains M‘Doual -and ‘Milnes, your Excellency's ‘Aids-de-Camp, who accome
panied me;to the attack, and upen all occasions have volunteered. -their
services, I have likewise to acknowledge the assistance of Capt. Cham-
-bers, of the 41st. Regiment; who had arrived some days before from Am-
herstburgh, and Mr. Brock, Pay-Master of the 49th, who assisted me as
Acting -Aid-de-Camp. _ _ , : L

“ To Mr. Hackett, Acting Staff-Surgeon to this army, I feel particulame

1y indebted, by which the wounded have received every attention, and

are most of them likely to be restored to the service. . ..

. % It would be an act of injustice, were I to omit assuring your Ex
-cellency, that gallantry and discipline were ‘never more. censpicuous than
.during our short service; and I feel. the greatest satisfaction. in .assuring
'you ‘that every Officer and individual seemed anxious to rival each other
in_his efforts to support the honour of His Majesty’s grms, and to maite
4ain the high character of British troops,” .. .~ -

e
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Siar: induced thelenemy to believe themselves surrounded ‘with
- V. considerable force. The latter officer though not immediateiy
% o1 the ground, was however in the neighbourhood, and ads
vancing with"the light company of the 8th Regiment, and .
the two flank companies of the 104th, with a small body
of Provincial cavalry, under -Capt. Hall. *The prisoners
. taken, were five hundred and twelve in number including
, ﬁvieé)n!:y"-ﬁve officers, with-two field pieces, and a stand of
<olours. - g o S

4 .

' “The enemy by these partial successes of the ‘:Britisl:i
were compelled to confine themselves to: Fort. George and
its environs, and before the 1st of July the British had
formed. a line extending from Twel've-'-M)i'le Creek on Lake
Ontario, across to Queenstown, on the Niagara riveri
From Chippawa_a descent was made on the American
¥ort “Schlosser on_the opposite side- of the. river, during
the night " of the 4th of July byasmall party of militia
and ‘soldiers under Lieut. Colonel Clark of the militia,
Wwho surprised a small guard at'that post' and brought a~
way a brass six-pounder, upwards- of fifty'stand of armsy
a.small quantity of stores, with a gun-boat and two bate
teaux. :

. Atack vpon . Lieut. Colonel Bishopp lately commanding at Fort Erie;
Black Rock: a4 day break in the morning of the eleventh of July, hav
ing obtained the approbation of the General Commanding
for the execution:of an enterprise, which he had previous-
ly proposed,. crossed over with 240 men, copsisting of &
Bmall party -of militia, and detachmems of the 8th, 41st.
#And 49th Regiments. . They effectually surprised the ene«
any’s post at Black Rock, where they burnt his block
houses, stores, barracks, dock-yard and a vessel ; .but while.
occupied in- securing the. stores, to -carry them away, in,
their batteaux, the enemy with a reinforcement of mulitia;
and some Indians in their interest, -under cover of the-sure;
younding woods, opened asmart fire and compelled the
British to hasten their retreat, with the loss of thirteen men-
kill‘e‘_:d,_wand a. considerable number wounded ; among the
Yatter, Capt, Saunders of the 41st Regiment severely, and
Lieut. Col?)n'el. Bishopp mortally, an officer of distinguished.
"merit, whose loss was much regretted. by the r ilitia . of
Upper-Canada, with whom he seems to have been a favorite
Inspecting-Field-Officer.  Seven. pieces . of ordnance,. two-
hundred ‘stand of small .ayms, and -2 great quaatity of.

q'ores were brought away,
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2 The-two - armies almost: in sight. of each. other, re< Cuaty
fained inactive, until the arrival of the Commandér of V. .
the Forces from Kingston, when the speedy. reduetion’ of ‘N
Fort George was confidently expected. - The Goveinor, to 181
ascertamn the extent of the enemy’s works and the means '
hie possessed of defending the position which he occupied, des

terminied to makea full” demonstrationon Fort George, and

pn the morning of the 24th of August, the army was pug

‘#1 movement, as if an assault upon that Fort was im=
mediately to take place. The British drove in the picquets;

several of which were taken, and advanced within a few,

tundred yards of the enemy, who, although supported by &

fire upon the British from their batteries on the opposite

shore, declined leaving their entrenchments. to venture inte;

the field. The Commander of the Forces did not deem it
adviseable to risk a trial for the recovery: of that post,,

which, by the little utility, the enemy coopedup within the

limits of the fort, derived from its occupation, was not of
gufficienit moment to compensate the loss, the British must

‘have experienced from an assanlt. The whole force in the .
geighbourhood of Fort George at that period did not ex<

ceed 2000 men, on an extended line, while that of the

ehemy in Fort George, exceeded 4000, totally depending,

upon their own resources for the subsistance of their army,

and compelled .to act solely on the defensive, from the hosa

tile fiont assumed by the British in their neighbourhood.

Harrison in the mean time was on the Sandusky. river,
making preparations to prosecute the war with vigour in.
the Michigan territory, as soon as the fleet fitting out at
Erie (Presqu’isle,) under Capt. Perry, who had been dis-
tched thither by Commodore Chaunceytowards the end of
ﬁay, should be in sufficient strength to co-operate with the
land forces. General Proctor again resolved to make a-
nother effort to defeat his purpose, and immediately invested.
the American Fort at Lower Sandusky' then under the com= Atiackupep
mand of Major Croghan, with a force consisting of near. 5‘53‘;}”’“"‘
five hundred men including regulars and militia, and be-
tween three and four thousand Indians under Mr. Dixonand’
the celebrated Indian Chief Tecumseh. Afier a smart can-
nonade on the second of August from five six pounders and
a- howitzer for the purpose of effecting a breach in the ene-
my’s works, the »%ritish (the Indians having: previously
withdrawn themselves out of reach of the eneiny’s fire)
led on by Brevet Jdeut.-Coloy~l Shart, advanced unperc‘ei:g ,

-
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et by the enemy under cover of-a cloud'of smoké to the dis
tance of'eighteen or:twenty paces of the enemy’s:works:
A heavy firé was immiediately opened which at first threw
the assailants‘into diserder: they however immiediately rals
led and having advanced to the outer works, began-to leap
into the ditch when-a fire of grape slugs was opened from a
#ix pounder (which had’ been- previously arranged-so as to
fike the ditch) supportéd with musketry,” that dealt de-
struction among the ‘assailants, and compélled them to re-
treat with precipitancy, leaving their gallant leader, Lieut.
€ol. Short with three Officers and fifty-two men killed and
#nd missing. 'The wounded amounted to forty-oneinclud-
inig three Officers. - General Proctor - after, this affair find-
#ng his force inadequate, the:Indians *tnaccustomed to
the ‘European mode of warfare, and the delay of a siege,
growing impatient, and General Harrison at no ‘great dis<
tance with a. respectable force, thought proper to raise the
siege and retire to Amherstburgh. -

Qapture of -_'The events in the Lower Province deserve our attention,
®e Growler & The old fortifications at the Isle-aux-Noix, emphatically

Eagle rear
¥sle-aux-Noix

termed the key of® Lower-Canada, had beén repaired, and
three gun-boats sent™thither from Quebec. §o material
occurrence transpired in that neighbourhosd until the third -
day of June, when early in the morning a sail was observed
from the garrison over a point of land formed-by a bend in
the river about two leagues above the Island: This un- -
usual appearance ctreated an alert in the garrison, at that
timé commanded by Lieut. Golonel -George Taylor, In-
specting Field Officer (then Major in the 100th Regiment)
who apprehending from previous private information, a
combined attack froin the naval force on Lake Champlain
and the troops in the neighbourhood of his post, command-
&d by the Brigadier Generals, Smith and - Clarke, deter-
mined by a decisive coup de main to anticipate the views of
the enemy. He lost' no time in equipping the three gun-
boats lying un-employed for wantofseamen, carrying each a
czrronade (one of them an eighteen, the two others twelve

ounders) end having manned them with soldiers from his
ﬁegim‘e,_nt,‘ Wwith three artillery men to' each boat, proceed-
ed to engage the enemy: on doubling the point above the

arrison, another vessel was discovered a short distance
%rom the ‘former, hitherto concealed by the - intervening
kand. Thisdiscovery did not however deter Lieut. Col. Taylor
fom paeevering 1» kis former resolution, and the boats
‘ ' : having
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Raving advanced, a spirited engagement ‘soon ensued, which Cuas.
after 'some continuation was suspended from a deficiency of V.
ammunition, that was however, speedily supplied from the w2
%itriwn‘, when the action revived with. augmented vigour.

iéut. Colonel Taylor .had on leaving the garrison taken
the précatition to mafi twd batteaux with a detachment of
soldiers, for the double purpose of rendéring assistance to
the gun-boats in the event of their being eithier sunk or dis-
dbled in the engagément, or to assist in boarding if it
should be found necessary ; but oh seeing the enemy  man-
ceuvring up the river with a light “southerly breeze, by
which they alternately approached the banks of the river,
{liere, more than a mile wide,) he promptly seized the advan-
tdgé, and directed the landing of one of the batteaux crews
on the East, under the direction of Lieut. Williams, and the
other on tlie West side of the rivér, under that of Captain
Gordon, with "orders to proceed up the river, until op-
posite the vessels, and to ply them with small arms from
either shore. . :

t

" These detachments on their arrival at the point of dese -
tination, poured a destructive fire of musketry on the ene-
my as they alternately approached the shore. 'This ju-
dicious and well timed measuré, combined ‘with a well di=
rected fire from the gun-boats, of round and grape, com-
pletely decided the fate of the action, which the ene-
my most gallantly contested from halfl ast four, until
half past eight in the morning, and did not surrender
until further resistance became utterly unavailing, one
of the vessels being run -agroind to prevent her sink-
ing. They proved to be the American Sloops of War,
Growler and Eagle (afterwards named Shannon and Broke,
and subsequently by crders from the Admiralty, Chub and
Finch) fitted out in the most complete manner for service,
each carrying eleven guns, (eighteens, twelves and sixes,)
long eighteens on pivots upon their forecastles, with comple-
ments of fifty-five men, comprehending a company of ma-
rines, which they had received on board from Champlain the
evening previous to the engagement ; the whole under the
command of Officers of the United-States Navy. The gal-
lantry and good conduct of the Officers and men, particu=
farly that of Captain Gordon, Lieut. Williams,‘%nsigns
Dawson, Gibbon, - Humphries, Quarter-Master Pilkington,
and Mr. Lowe of the Provincial Marine Department. en=-
gaged on this occasion, were highly applauded in Ti-ut.
E M Colone}
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Colonel Taylor’s Official Despatch.’ The loss of the enemy
was considerable : the prisoners amounted to one hundred
men, of whom many were wounded : the killed were thrown
overboard during the action. Of'the captors, not:a man
‘was killed, and only three severely wounded.* The naval
force of the enemy on Lake Champlain was by thecapture
of these vessels almost annihilated, while it afforded the
British, immediate and effectual means for "offensive operas
tions on that Lake, and checked the invasion meditated en
‘the Lower Province. The intention of the enemy by thus
venturing so near to.Jsle-auz- Noix whereé the river beebmes
‘80 narrow as scarcely to afford room to manceuvre With safe-
'ty, hasnever been clearly ascertained. It was thought his
‘plan was to have attempted to carry the fortifications of the
sland by surprise, or that this approach of their Sloops of
. War was more probably to secure the progress of a regular
land force, actually in movement with the supposed inten-
tion of reducing the post by a regitlar siege.

Reduction of  The American Government with 4 view of prosecuting

Plattsbiirgh,
Champlaifi &
Swanton.

the war against Lower-Canada had been at considerable
'K/iluins and expence in ‘erecting Bairacks, Hospitals and
‘Magazines ‘at - different points along Lake Champlaix,
:garticularly/ét Burlington, Plattsburgh, Champlain and
‘Swariton in the néighbourhood of the f%ontiers ; and it was
deemed expedient by the Commander of the Forces to fit
out an expedition at Isle-aux-Noix for the purposé of de-
stroying them, as well as to divert the attention of thé ene-
my from the Upper-Province.. The two, armed vessels re-
‘cently captured were put in commission, under Capt. Pring
who was sentfrom the fleet on Lake Ontario, and promote

to them by Sir James Yeo, with the rank of Commander,

*Captain Everard, commanding the Wasp Sloop of War,

having arrived at Quebec at that junctiire, was ordered
from thence, with his Seamen to the Isle-aux-Noix, where
as Senior Officer, he assumed the command of the two ves-
sels and the three gun-boats, which Lad soon been put in a
competent state of repair after the action. ~ On the twenty-
ninth of July, this small- fleet was completely equipped,
and  having received on board about nine hundred men

* In this affair no more than 108 meh wére engaged on the partof the British.
Tt is worthy of notice; that this was the first action in which the 100th Regiment
bad been engaged; an auspicious omen of the gallantxj)y"af_terwards dis-
glayed by that meritorious -corps in common with tbe other troops at Ni-

gara. Tt isalso a singular fact, that the guns belonging to His Majesty’s Stoop of
A¥ar, Alert, sometime previously captured by the United States Frigate Essex
were on board these vessels, - '
' o €on-
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consisting’' of a detachment of the 13th Regiment, under’
Lieut. Colonel Williams (of that Regiment) second in com-
mand, and some companies of the 100thand 105d Regiments,
under therespective commands of Lieut. Colonels Taylor and
Smelt, commanding the rightand left wings of theexpedition,
with some Artillery, under Captain Gordon, and a'few of
the embodied militia as batteaux men; the ‘whole under the
command of Celonel John Murray, Inspecting-Field-Officer,
moved from Isle-aux-Noix for Lake Champlain, The expedi-
tion proceeded up the Lake with much order, and on the
Jlst 'landed without opposition at Plattshurgh, from
whence General Moore with a considerable body of men,
(reported at about fifteen hundred,) had prevjously retired
on the approach of the British. Here, Colonel Murray
having previously-embarked all the warlike Stores, of which
a considerable quantity was found in the Arsenal, and hav-

ing destroyed such as he could not conveniently take away,

set fire to the enemy’s Arsenal, public buildings, Commis=
sariat Stores and Barracks, recently erected and capable of
accommodating from four to five thousand men. While the
troops were thus employed during that day and the whole
of the night, Captains Everard and Pring, in the Growlerand
Eagle, with a gun-boat, proceeded to Burlington where Ge=~
nera] Hampton lay encamped with four thousand men, and
threw that place into the utmost consternation. Having
captured and destroyed within sight of the enemy’s forces,
four vessels, Captain Everard returned to Plattsburgh
where the troops werere-embarked and proceeded to Swan-
ton. ' Colonel Murray while ‘on the way thither sent ‘a de-
tachment to Champlain, for the purpose of destroying the
Barracks and a Block House at that post. The main body
having visited Swanton, and effected the purpose of the ex»
pedition to the fullest extent of .His Excellency’s orders,
returned to Isle-aux-Noix; where they arrived on the fourth
of August.

The army acting upon the extensive line of operations,
along the frontiers of Lower and Upper-Canada, (at the
lowest computation, one thousand miles from Lake Cham-
pl#n to Michilimakinac) wasby the able arrangements of
the Commissary General, Sir W. H. Robinson, and the un-
wearied exertions of the Department under his directions,
copiously supplied at every point with provisions and com-
missariat stores of all descriptions. The small post at La-»
chine was converted ‘into a depét, and placed under tle

M2 super-

Cuarp,
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Afiair at
Goose Creck.

i "

superintendance of John Finlay, Esquire, Dy. Asst. Comiss.

L Pl . g e : . _ '
sary (reneral, from whence the whole supplies for the Upper~
Province, were, by that Gentleman forwarded to Kingstan.

‘with the mast .indefatigable’ diligence,- To 'intercept . the

convoys of batteaux with provisions from that post to Kings.
ton, the Americans had sent several cruisers and privateers.
from Sacket’s Harbour to the vicinity of Prescot,. and
among the Thousand Islands. On the 20th J uly the enes
my having succeeded in surprising and capturing at day
break a brigade of batteaux loaded with provisions under
convey of a gun-boat, with which they retired several miles
‘up Goose Creek, on the South of the St. Lawrence, below
dan;umg{uc; three gun-boats under the command of Lieut.
Scott ofthe Royal Navy, were despatched from Kingston
with adetachmentof the 100th Regiment under Capt, Martin,
with a view of intercepting themn on their returp to Sac-
ket's Harbour. They proceeded to the lower end of Long Is-
land, where havingascertained the retreat of the enemy,
they immediately pushed for that place, but before they came
i sight of of the Aunerican vessels, the evening was tpo
far advanced to make an attack with any prospect of suc-
cess ; it was therefore determined to defer the attack yntil
the next morning. - Another gun boat arriving in the course
of the evening with a detachment ofthe 41st Regiment, under
Major Frend, that Cflicer assumed the command, and at
three o’clock the next morning, proceeded up the Creek
with the gun-boats in  the hopes of gaining the. ene:
my’s position at thedawn of day. 'They proceeded unti}
the channcl becapme so narrow that the gun-boats could
neither use their pars nor turn, so asto bring their guns to
bear upon the banks, and i was discovered that the ene-
my had taken precautions to obstruct their further progress
by felling large tregs across the Creek, In endeavouring
to remove these impediments they were fired .upon by the
American vessels, and from a gun which they had landed on
the left bank, supported with musketry from the surround-
ing woods. A few of the soldiers who had landed on the
right bank having re-embarked in the sternmost boats, leapt
into_the stream and carrying their muskets on their
heads succceded, after wading through the water and
swampy soil contiguous thereto, 1n effecting 2 landing. on
the leti bank, and led on by Lieut. Fawcet, of the 100th
Regiment, drove theenemy in gallantstyle, whoretreated with
precipitancy to their log intrenchment. This spirited ad-
vance saved the gun-boats, the foremost of which (the only

- ong
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one.that bore upon the-enemy) exposedﬂ_to.a"galling firehad  Cuar,

been disabled. ~ Major Frend finding the enemy strongly.
posted, and, from the impracticability of bringing the other

gun-boats into action,” that a further perséverance must be

attended with a greater sacrifice oflives than the nature of
the enterprise seémed to justify, re-embarked the troops and’

retired from the unequal contest. In this affair Captain
Milnes, Aid-de-Camp to the-Commander of the Forces, was

mortally wounded. This gallant young officer, had acci-
dentally met- Major Frend in pursuit of the enemy, and im«-
pelled by a thirst of hongr had volunteered his services to
assist in accomplishing his purpose. The enemy embolden=:
ed by this momentary success continned to ‘cruise with ime
punity in the same neighbourhood to the annpyance’ of the
Commissariat transport service, when a movement of troops
* from the Lower to the Upper-Province, afforded a moment«
ary opportunity of checking their temerity. Seven Compa~
nies ofthé 100th Regiment under the command of Lieut.Co=
lonel Taylor, on theirroute from Isle-aux-Noix, to Upper-Ca«
“nada, arriving in the middle of Augustat Prescot, Lieut.
Colonel Pearson incommand at that Post, had previous orders

to form an expedition in conjunction with the detachmént. -

under that Officer, and about eighty seamen that were to
have been there at the same time, (on their route from
Quebec, to Lake Erie, to man the fleet on that Lake  un=

der Captain Barclay,)* in order ta dislodge the enemy from:

Goose Creek, and to scour the Zhousand Islands infested
by his Privateers. The seamen not arriving 'so soon as
expected, and the urgency of the service in the Upper
Province, requiripg the immediate advance of this reinfor=
cement of troops, there was no time for delay, and the ex-
pedition consisting of five gun-boats, with upwards of 400
men under the command of* Lieut. Colonels- Pearson ‘and
Taylor, immediately set out for Goose Creek, which the éenemy
“precipitately abandoned upon their approach. From thence
they cruised for some time among the ZThousand Islands,
and visited Gravelly. Point in the vicinity of Sacket’s Har~
bour. This excursion proved of material . importance to
the security of thetransport of provisionsand stores destined
for the Upper-Province, as the enemy’s cruisers did not for
the remainder of the present campaign infest these waters.

. On Lake Ontario the two Naval Commandeérs strove with

* Tt has been asserted that the Seamen here alluded to, never reached

Lake Eric, as.it was found expediens to detain them at Kingston for the
service op Lake Ontario, . o

4 ’ in-
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Cuar. indefatigable emulation for the donrinion of the Lake. Com.
V. modore Chauncey afier the capturé of Fort Greerge, returned
™. to Sacket’s Harbour to await the-equipment of his new ship
1818, ' the Pike, while his adversary 8ir James Yeo, scoured

" " the Lake, and supplied the British army in the neighboury

2

rg;za‘ accur- hood of Fert George, with abundance of Stores. In the early

Ontario, - part of July, Sir James Yeo fitted out an expedition of
boats; for Sacket’s Harbour, with a view of cutting olit their
new ship, then almost rigged and ready to appear on the:
Lake. i,{e arrived unobserved at thevicinity of that. Port,
and would prebably have effected hiis purpose had not the
escape of two deserters from his party, which had landed
for refreshmment, and in order te remain concealed until
wight should favor the enterprise, given the alarm to the
enemy. This unlucky incident indueed him to relinquish
the undertaking and return to Kingston. Towards'the end
of July.the American fleet again appeared with augmented
force upon the Lake, and Commodore. Chauncey having
received a company of artillery, with a-considerable number
of troops under Colonel Scott, proceeded for the head of
the Lake, with a view of seizing and destroying the Stores
at Burlington heights, the principal dépot of the army on
the. Niagara Frontier, then occupied by a small detacha
ment under Major Maule. Thedesign of the enemy against
this depdt being suspected, Lieutenant Colonel "Battersby,
Commanding the Glengary Regiment, upon being na,tiﬁeci’
to thateffect by Lieutenant Colonel Harvey, Deputy Adju-
tant General, moved forward from York, and by a march of
extraordinary celerity arrived witha reinforcement in time
‘to save the depét, which the enemy, on finding the British
prepared to receive them, did not deemit prudent to attack.
Commodore €hauncey onlearning that York, by the ad-.
vance of Lieut. Colone] Battersby to Burlington Heights, was
left destitute of troups, seized the opportunity and bore
away for that Port, which he entered on the 31st"July.
Here the Americans landed without opposition, and ha-
ving taken possession of the small quantity of stores found
at that place, they set fire tg the barracks and public store-.
houses, and having re-embarked their trcops, bore away for
Niagara. Itis a coincidence of circumstances worthy of
notice, that on the same day in which. the American Com-
mander was employed in burning the barracks and stores
&t York, Lieutenant Colonel Muuray was not less actively
employed on the same business at Plattsburgh. The British
figet sailed from Kingston on the last day .of July, with

e . . ‘ SUP-
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siipplies for the army at the head of the Lake, and o6 the €uad..
eighth of August looked into Niagara, where the enemy’s V.
‘fleet lay moored:’ The latter hove up, and bore down ‘W~
_upon the British fléet, with which they méneceuvred until 3845,
the tenth, when a partial engagement ensued, in which tvo
small vessels, of forty men each, (the Julid and Grewlery)
‘were cut off and captured by ‘the British. - Commodore
Chauncey somewhat disheartened with the loss ofthese, antl
Y¥wo other siriall vessels, the Scourge of eight; and Haimlton

of nine guns, upset by a press of sail to escape the British
fleet,” with "the loss of all hands, ‘except sixteen men picked
up by the British, bore up” for Niagara, from whence he
sailed almost immediately for Sacket’s Harbour, where he
afrived on the thirteenth of August. Here he provisioned
his fleet, and instantly made sail for Niagara, where he
remained at anchor until the British fleet appeared off’ that
Harbour, earlyin the morning of the seventh of September,
when the American fleet again weighed and bore down
wpon the British, with which they maneuyvered until the
twelfth, when the latter retired into Amherst Bay near
Kingston. During these five days, but few shots were ex-
changed between the larger ships, without any injury to
either side. The Americarns however had much the advan=~
tage in weight of metal and long guns. The fleets again
met on the 28th September off fork, when an engagement
ensued for near two hours, in which the- Wolfe, command-

ed by Sir James Yeo, lost her main and mizen top masts,
and would probably have been captured, had not the Royal’
George, commanded by captain Mulcaster, run .in bet-
ween the Wolfe and the Pike; taking the latter in araking

osition, so as to afford the Wolfe an opportunity of hau-
ing off and clearing away the wreck. This affair termina-’
ted in the retreat of the British fleet’ under Burlington
heights, whither theenemy did not think proper topursueit:

a resolution, which if adopted by the American Commander
might probably have been fatal to the British fleet on Lake
Ontario. ' On the first of October, the fAmerican fleet set’
sail from Fort George with a convoy of troops for Sacket’s
Harbour, where an expedition was preparing, whose desti-
nation was as yet unknown. The British fleet left their
anchorage under Burlington Heights on the next day and
came in'sight of the enemy, but no attempt was made to
bring on a general engagement. 'The American fleet in’
their way to Sacket’s ﬁarbour fell in with, and captured *
five small vessels out of seven, with upwards of 250 men of

' De
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De Watleville's Regiment from York, bound for Kings-
ton, where an attack was apprehended. This loss though
a{‘)parently triﬂin%lin itself, was severely felt, by reason of
the few forces in the Upper-Provirice: For the remainder
of the season nothing olP moment 6ccurred on this Lake,
and indeed the Naval Commanders dppearto have considered
the question of too great importance’ to their respective
Governments to stake the fate of the war in Upper-Canadag

upon & decisive naval engagement:

CHAP«



CHAPTER VI.
THE ‘camipdign towards tlie autumn dssumiéd a more

Systematic and menacing ‘chardcter. At the begin= -
N ae  d

ninig, of Septemiber; the forces 4t Burlington (Vermont) una
der General Hamptor; moved across Lake Champlain to
Pldttsburgh, witli a view of penétrating into the district of
Montreal; while General Wilkinson withi 10,000 men as
Sackét’s Harbour, was preparirig under the immediate di~
t=ction of General Armstrong the Secretary of war, a nue
merous flotilla of batteauk and Durham boats, for an expea
dition supposed to be destined either dgainst Kingston o
Montreal. Genéral Harrison with an army of eight thou-
sind mern on the Miami river, only waited for the equip=
ment ofthe Americari fleet fitting out under Commodors
eiry at Presqu’lsle; to move his forces against Detroit, and
to cdrry on offensive operations 4gainst the British in -the
mneighbourhood of Lake Erie.| "Captain Barclay, who had
,earT in the summér, assufited thexcommand of the British
squadron on Lake Erie, blockaded the American fleet, se
as to prevent their crossing the Bar at Presqu’lsle (which
the enerhy could not effect without unshipping their guns,)
until toward the conclusion of August, when having occa~
sion to bear awdy for Long Point, the enemy seizéd the
momient of his absence and crossed thé Bar. Finding on
his return the enemy reddy for the Lake, and too powerful
for his'small squadron, he bore away for' Amherstburgh, te
await the equipnient of the Detroit recently -launched.
Commodore Perry sailed shortly afier him for the head of
the Lake, and appeared at the commeiicement of Septems=
ber, for several days successively off Amherstburgh, in de~
fiance of the British stjuadron, retiring every evening to
his anchorage at Put-in-Bay. The British forces in the
Michigan Territory, and its neighbourhood, falling short of
supplies for which they depended solely uﬁon the fleet,
Captain Barclay had no other alternative than to risk a
general engagement. With this resolution, he made sail
from Amherstburgh on the 9th September, manned with
only fifty or sixty seamen, (including a small reinforcement
of thirty-six men from Lake Ontario) and Detachments
from the 41st, and Royal Newfoundland Regiments, as ma-
rines. On the tenth in the nll;ming theenemy’s fleet ‘wsre
e
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descried at anchor in -Put-in-Bay, which immediately
weighed and bore down upon the British squadron, while
the wind blowing a- gentle breeze. from the South West,
yeering round to the South East, gave the enemy the
weather gage. At a quarter before twelve, the British com.
menced firing, which was in ten minutes afterwards return-
ed by the enemy who bore up for closeaction. The enga.
gement continued with wunabated fury until half  past
two, when the enemy’s principal ship, the Lawrence, .being
rendered unmanageable, Commodore Perry left her in char.
_ge of his first Lieut. Yarnal, and hoisted his Pendunt on
board the Niagara. Soon-after this Officer had left the
Lawrence her colours were struck, but the British from

- the weakness of their crews and ‘the destructicn of their

boats were unable to take possession of her. - Ft was at this
anxious and interesting juncture, that the fate of the day
geemed to poise in favor of the British; and Commaodore
Ferfy even'despaired of the victory, when a guiden-breeze
xevived his hopes, and turned the scale in his favor. This
Hortunate Commander. finding the Niagara had .suffered

- lightly in the'engagement, made a desperate effort.to retrieve

_ the fortune of the day, and taking advantage of the breezg,
gshot ahead of the Lady Prevost, Queen Charlotte ang
MHunter, raking them with her starboard guns, and engaged
the Detroit, which being raked in all divections soon be-
came unmanageable. The Niagara then bore round ahead
.of the Queen: Charlotte, -and hauling up on the starboard
tack, engaged that Ship, giving atthe same time a raking
fire with her larboard guns to the Chippawa and little Belt,
:while the smaller vessels closing to .grape and canister
distance, maintained a tremiendous and most destructive fire.
This masterly, and but too successful manceuvre decided the
contest. Captain Barclay, being severely.and dangerously
.wounded, Captain Finnis-of the Queen Charlette, killed,
and every Commander, and _Officer second in . commang
either killed oy disabled, the -Detroit and Queen Charlotte,
perfect wrecks, iafter a.desperate engagement of upwards of
three hours, was -compelled o surrrgr?ﬁeq. By this decisive
Aaction,, the. whole of -the. British squadron :on Lake'Erie
iwas captured by the enemy, who nowbecame uncontrolable
-masters of that Lake,. The énemy lost.in this action twen-
[Ay-seven men in killed and ninety six-men wounded. The
British lost three .officers-and.thirty-eight men . killed, angd
-nine officers and eighty-five'men wounded. -

The
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The" Prisoners were landed at ‘Sandusky and treated CuA®%
with the greatest humanity by the the American Commo-  VE
doré, who paroled €aptain Barclay, and treated that” gal- @™~
lant Officer with all the kindness and attention which his - 1818,
unsitccessful bravery deserved.

_ The army in possession of the Michigan Territory and in
the neighbourhood - of Detroit, by this disastrous defeat
were now deprived of every prospect of obtaining future sups
plies trom Kingston by way of Eake’Ont’ario, anda speedy
evacuation of Detroit and a retreat towards the head of that
Lake, became inevitable. Commodore Perry, as soon af:
ter the engagement as circumstances would admit, transe
g)’rted the American forces under'the command of Generat
arrison, from Portage River and Fort Meigs, to Put-in~
Bay, from whence they were conveyed to the neighbourhood
of Ambherstburgh, which they occupied jon the evening of
the 23d of Septeisber, General Proctor having préviously
llen back'upon Sandwich after setting fire to the Navy
Yard, Barracks and Public "Stores, at the former place.
General Proctor seeing the enemy determined to follow up
his first success, ‘by "an ‘immediate march upon -Detroit,
found his troops void of resources, too reduced in riumbers
to make a stand and ‘dispute the occupancy of that Post
against the overwhelming force of the eneniy. He therefore
determined to retreat along the river Thames toward the
head of Lake Ontario. On September 26th he evacuated
Deiioit and Fort Saridwich, and commenced his’ retreat Fvacuationof
T ™ . . T L 13- Deiroit by the
toward the Thames, having entirely destroyed the public Britsh. ©
stores at those posts. - Int this reverse of fortune the Indians
under Colonel Elliot of the Indian Department, with Te-
cumsehy; still adhered to his standard with unshaken fidee'
lity, ‘and covered his retreat. Harrison occupied Sandwich
&u the following day ‘(the 27th Sept.) and on the second of
October marchedin quest of ‘the shattered remains of the
British Forcesunder General Proctor; escorted by a num-
ber of batteaux; and three gun-boats, under the immedis
‘ate direction 6f Corsmodore Perry. - On the’ 4thof Qcto-
"ber; he came up with the rear guard of the British, and
'Sﬁcdeeded'infc;}imﬁng the whote of theirammunition and
‘stores. -General Proétor; under this second reverse of fore
*tune, by which he wasieft destifute of ‘the means of sub-
“sistence and defence, found himself compelled to stake the
fate of the remnant of his'siall-army on a general engageé«
went.  He accordingly assumed a position on the right
N2 gank
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€nar. bank of the Phames, at the Moravian Town (an Indian
VL. village,) the left of hisline, resting on the river and sup-
NN ported by a field piece, his right on a swamp, at the dis»
1813.  tance of near 300 yards fiom the river, and flanked by the
‘ whole Indian force attached to the division. - The interme.

~ diate ground covered with lofty trees, was dry and some-

~what elevated. In this position he waited the approach of

the enemy, who, having on the morning of the 5th of Oc-

tober, passed the river at a rapid, 12 miles below.the Mo-

ravian village, by means of two or three boats and a few

Indian cances found on the spot, and by, crossing .2

number of infantry behind the horsemen, came up with

the British in the afiernoon of that inglorious day. Ge-

neral Harrison drew up his men in two lines, and se-

cured his left flank which was opposed to the Indians, by

a Division thrown back en Potence, and without any pre-

~vious engagement by Infantry, ordered his mounted‘lgens

- tuckians (accustomed from their boyhood to ride with ex-
traordinary dexterity through the most embarrassed woods)

ta charge at full speed upon the British, which-they effect-

Ratt'e at the ed before the latter had time to discharge their third fire,
e o By this cavalry charge of the enemy, the troops worn
fea: of Genes down with fatigue and hunger, and dispirited by the up-
el Proctor.” promising appearance of the campaign, became totally
routed, and for the most part, surrendered themselves pri-

soners, while the General, and his personal Staff, sought

their safety in flight. The Indians in the mean time car-

ried on the contest with the left of the American line, with

furious determination ; hut these faithful allies, finding all

‘hopes of retrieving the day to be in vain, yielded to the
overwhelming numbers of the enemy, and reluctantly left

the field. 'They hawever remained in the neighbourhoed,

and hairassed the enemy on his retreat to %)etroit and
Sandwich, whither he returned immediately after the ‘ac-

tion, The British are said-to have lpst twelve killed and
twenty-two -wounded. The Americans stated their own

loss at seven killed and twenty-two wounded. Thirty-

three Indians were found dead on the field ; amopg them

the famous chiet and warrior Tescumseh; not less cele-

brated for his humanity, a virtue little known among In-

dians in a state of war, than by his bravery, his eloquence,

and his influence among our Indian allies.  Upwards of six

hundred of the British, including twenty-five officers, were

made prisoners of war. They who escaped, made the best

of their way to Ancaster, at the head of the Lake Ontario,
2
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exposed: at an-inclement season, to all the horrors of a
dreary wildernes, of hunger and-of famine. On the seven-
teenth: of October, they Rendezvoused at that place to the
number of two hundred and forty-six, including the Ge-
-neral and seventeen officers.*

‘This disaster of the British arms’ in that quarter, seems
Rot to have been palliated by those precautions; and that
“presence of mind, which, ‘even in defeat, veflect lustre:
upon a-Commander: The bridges and roads in the rear of
‘the retreating army were left entire, while its progress was
retarded by an useless and cumbrous load of baggage. Whe-
ther the neglect ‘sprung from an erroneous contempt of
the enemy, or from disobedience of the orders of the Com=
manding Officer, is not well understood; but the defeat
led to - the harshest. recrimination, and involved the divi=
sion of the brave troops that had hitherto served with

honor in the Michigan territory, in undeserved disgrace.

Notwithstanding these events-the British still retained:
possession of Michilimackinac, which secured our influen<
ce over the Indian Tribes of the West, and ‘though Gene-
ral- Hairison, contemplated an expedition against that

post,

+ # The American official statement of the  numher of prisoners taken in
this affair, almost exactly coincides with tne British accounts, Generai tars
rison in his Official Despatch, says,-* [ left the army before an official re-
turn of the prisoners, apd that of the killed and wounded was made out.
Jt was however ascertained that the former amounted to six hundred and
ene regulars, including’ twenty-five officers. Our loss_is seven killed and
twenty-two wounded, five of which died. since. Of the British iroops, twelve
were killed and twenty-two wounded. The Indians suffered most---thirtye
three of them having been found upon the ground, besideés those kiiled on
the retreat.” : ' P :

The British loss can be ascertained from the following extract from the
General Order of the Commander of the Forces of the 24th of November
1813, relative to- General Proctor’s defeat on the: 5th of October, 1813.

Killed, wounded, and missing in .the reireat and in the daction of the 5th Oca
L . tober, 1818, .

. 1 Inspecting Field Officer, } Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master General,

1 Fort Adjutant, 1 Hospitai-Mate, 1 Lieut. Colonel, 6 Captains, 12 Lien-

tenants, . 3 Ensigns, 1 Pay-Master, 1 Assistant Surgeon, 34 .Serjeants, 18

Drummers, 559 Rank and File, 46 Horses. B .

; Assembled at Ancaster on the 17th October, 1813, »
1 Major-Geuneral, 1 Major of Brigade, 1 Aid-de-Camp, 1 Staff Adjutant,
8 Cuptains, 5 Lieutenant:, 2 Ensigns, 1 ‘Adjutant, 1 Quarter-Master, 2 As-
sistant Surgeons, 15 Serjeants, 9 Drummers,” 204 R: nk and File, 53 Horses.

- Total strength of the Right Division on the 10th of September, 1813.

1 Major-General, 1 Inspecting-Field-Officer, 1 Major of Brigade, 1 De.

uty-Assistant Quarter-Master-f3eneral, 1.Aid-de-Camp, 1 Staf-? djutant,
gn ‘ort-Adjutant, 1 Hospital-Mate, 1 Lieut. Colonel, 9.Captains, 20 Lieuten-

nts, 5 _Ensi;n‘s,‘ 1 Pay-Master, 1 Adjutapt, 1 Quarter-Master, 4 Assistane
Hergeads, 57 Serjeants, 26 Drummers, 994 Rack and File, 99 Horses,

CHAP,
VI
1818.
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post;. he found the season too far advanced to undertake thé
enterprise with any prospect of success. For~this reason;
and from & belief,. that the Garrison of that Post, cut off
from all resources must necessarily fall: of iself,: he aban«
doned the project, not aware that it might, though with
some pains be copiously supplied by way of York or the Ots
tawa River. .. His disposeable forces were therefore  conveys:
ed from the head of Lake Erie to-Buffaloe, from whence
they were forwarded to Niagara and Fort George to supe
oly-the .detachments which had moved from.thence to Sace
Eet’s Harbour..

- The Commander of the ,Forces, whose Head-Quarters
were at Kingston, having cause to suspect an atiack at thag
Point, by the armament  preparing-at Sacket’s Harbour,
re-called Major General De Rottenburgh with a part of hig
force from the Niagava. frontier, leaving Major General
Vincent.to continue the investment of Fort George.. Ng
sooner had these orders been carried into effect for the see.
curity of Kingston, . than General Vincent ascertained
by several successiveexpresses from General Practor,: hisres
treat from Amherstburgh,; and his total.discomfiture .at the:
Moravian Village. ~So circumstanced, he judgéd it exper
dient for the succour of the broken remains of the right dis
vision retreating towards the head of the Oniario, as well
as fox the safety of his army, to raise the investment of Fart
George.and to fall back and concentrate his forces. at Bur-
lington Heights, lest General Harrison by a bold and rapid,
march, or by a sudden descent in the fleet from Amherst.
burgh, should pre-occupy. that important. position, which
if effected by, the enemy, would place him between the two,
hostile armies.

To retire with order. and .safety at a.moment when the
enemy emboldened by recent triumphs, and the adwgniage
of superior pumbers, niight bya decisive stroke, have dispers-
ed our forces on.the Niagara frontier, was a movement of the
utmost comsequence ;f&ae security of Upper-Canada.

The British line extending in front. .of Fort: George from
the Four-Mile €reek on -Lake Ontario, to the cross yeads
and St. Davids, was so extremely weakened by sickness as
to be scarcely able from three or four  thonsand men-to ex-
bibit onethird of that number of effective firelocks. in case
of emergency ¢ but the superior advansages of decision ﬁ

met.
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mathod in effecting the retreat amply provided for ¢he safety  Cun'd,
of the movement. Early in the morning of the 9th of Q¢ V1.
tober, the main body withvthevbaggager»léall' back in'silence - =
and with good order, while the picquets remainéd a¢ their ~ 1818:
Posts in front of Fort (George;in order to engage the atten-
tion of the ene}xlny, viv;ho were n‘of% ﬁlwa,re of the retreat until Britich rai
the evening, when the picquets féll back-upon seven compa= , Pritisi raué
nies of th% 100th. Regimgnt under the cc?:lmand of Liéﬁ. :,hfel‘s_‘. nggeg.‘
Colonel Taylor, which were selected for the -occasion, and
with the light company of the 8th Regiment and a few In-
dians, the whole attached-to the commarnd of Colonel Mur-
ray, constituted the rear guard, and-covered the ratreat .of
the main body. This small but effective force, and which
during the investment had participated in all the fatigues
gnd. privations incident to that service, proceeded in the
rear of the army. by slow and deliberate marches, and
though closely pressed for several days by a Brigadeof 1500
imen under Brigadiers General M‘Clure and Porter from

ort George, so effectnally checked their pursuitas.to .af-
ford time to General Vincent to collect the remains of the
»r%ht division under General Proctor and te prepare him~
self against an-attack at Burlington Heights. -~ -~
- iAfter-a few days march and constant manceuvring with
M¢Clure’s division, the rear-guard finally assumed a-posi-
tion at the already celebrated Stoney Creek, from which
the eénenry did not think it prudent to ‘attempt to dislodge
“them, A :

- The -Commander of the Forces having left Major Gene- .
ral-‘De Rottenburgh in charge -of the Civil:and Military
«commands in Upper-Canada, returned to Montreal tow-
ard the'end-of September, to meet the invasion with which

the enemy threatened the Lower Province. "General Hamp-
ton-afier having transported his force across- Liake Cham-
plain, lay- encamped for some daysat Cumberland ‘Head-
miear Plattsburgh. 'On the 20th*of ‘September, he entered
Liower-Canada, (his advanced guard ‘having safprised a
small Piquet -early in the morning) ‘at Odeltown, at the
lower extromity. of Liake Champlain, with.-upwarc¢s of five
thousand men. Theroad leading from: thence to I"Aca-"
«dfemnd the oper Country in the-neighbaourhood - of Montre-
al; lies through a swampy wood of upwards ofdiveleagues
which had been cut up and-rendered impracticable by
abbatis since the preccding campaign, hy the Voltlge:ilm
under .
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@uap, under Lietit. Colonel De Salaberty, and was riow guarded
VI. by afew of the Frontier Light-Infaniry, andsome Indians
W™~ underthe direction of Captain Mailloux.. These were ims
1813, mediately reinforced by the flénk companies of the 4th Bat-
galion of Embodied -Militia' under Major Perrauit, and the
Canadian Voltigeurs under Lieut: Colonel De Sahberry

who commanded the advance. Had Hanrpton immediately

sent forward abodyof Riflemen througli the woods, he might,

without much difficulty, have obtained a footing ih the open

Country near St. Johns; which if he could have succeeded

in occupying, must have led to the surrenderof the Isle-aux-

Noix. He however seems not to have been aware of . owr
weakness, or to have placed little reliance in the discipline

and perseverance of his troops. 'On the 22d September, he
evacuated Odeltown, and moved with his whole force west-

ward, toward the head of Chateauguay River, under pretext

of the impracticability of advancing through  the Odeltown

voad for want of water for his cavalry, and ecattle; owingte

the extraordinary drouth of the Season: '

At this momentous c¢risis, the Commander of thé Forces
issued an animating Proclamation, calling for the exertions
of the people in repelling the threatened invasion; and the
‘militia in the district of  Montreal, turned out with 'the
same ardour and ‘alacrity as in the preceding campaign.

Lt Colorel Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, with the €anadian Volti.
De Salaberty geurs, on ascertaining the route the enemy had pursued,
ner y’s +ampmoved in like manner to Chateauguay, where he was or-
8t Your Cor-gdered by the Commander of the Forces, to proeeed to the
‘eneniy’s camp at Four Corners, at the head of the Chateau-

uay, inorder to create analarm, and if possible dislodge him

y a surprise.  To effect this service (the accomplishment

of which appeared quite impracticable 'to Lieut. Colonel

De Salaberry, with the very limited force under his com-

mand) he proceeded throug{r the woods along the Chateau-~

fmy, with one hundred and fifty of his Voltigeurs, the

ight Company of Canadian Fencibles, and about one
hundred Indians, under the direction of Capt. Gaucher ;
and on the afternoon of the first of October, arrived, un-
observed, at the vicinity of the enemy’s camp. By the in-
discretion of one of his Indians, who had discharged hig
‘piece, an alarm was created, when Lieut. Colonel De Sala-
berry finding himself discovered, immediately collected fifty
of lus Voltigeurs, with which, and hie Indians, he pushed
wmto
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fito- the enemy’s advanced. camp, consisting"of .twoLight
Battalionis. of about four hundred men each, and ‘drove
them for a considerable:distance,. until perceiving the. main
body of the enemy making movements to circamvent him,
he gzelh back, and took up- his former position atthe skirt
of the woods. ‘From this point :Lieut. Colonel -De. Sala-
‘berry again made-anothercharge, but the alarm being now
universal in the camp, and the Indians having fallen to the
rear, his men were obliged to retire, leaving im and Cap-
tains Chevalier Duchesnay and Gaucher, with a tew trusty
Voltigeurs, who skirmished with the enemy until after dark.
Of the Americans; oné officer and one man were killed; and
.only one wounded, : by their own statement ; though other
more probable accounts, state their loss at twenty-five
killed and wounded. This affair, though of inferior mo-
ment,: deserves our attention, as ‘it :afforded an- occasion
to- Lieut. Colonel -De Salaberry, of leading his Voltigewrs
for the first time into action, and probably gavehim a just
-confidence in -the valourof his countrymen, - which - a few
days afterwards they so nobly exemplified under their gal-
lant Leaderat Chateduguay. After thisrencounter he return-
£d to Chateauguay, taking the precaution of breaking up
the road in his: rear, andacquainting -himself with . the
ground over which “Hampton was : expected to :make  his
way into the Province, and finally assumed a judicious
position in a thick wood, on the left bank of the Chateau-

guay river, at the distance of two-leagues above the Fork.

or confluence of the English and Chateauguay rivers, where
he threw up temporary breast works .of logs, covering
lis front and -right flank by extended abbatis while his
left- was secured by -the river.

. Here he resolved to await the enemy and maintain his
ground. with a handful of Canadians, against the whole
strength of the invading army. - In his. rear there was a
small rapid where the river was fordable: this he cover-
ed with a strong breast work and a guard; keeping at the
same time a strong picquet of the Beauharnois militia in
advance on. the right bank of the River, lest' the. ene~
my approaching under cover, of the forest might cross: the
Ford, and dislodge him from his ground. The occupancy
.of this position, Hampton justly considered of the first
importance to the ulterior object of the campaign, as the
country from thence to the mouth of the Chateauguay, being
principally open and culmgted, afforded: ne streng points

to

Caar;
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-€aaP  to check. his ﬁrcégzesssto_ the St..Lawrence; and preverit his

- VI.  junction with General Wilkinson’s division, which in

W~ fact wasnot yet i readiness to move,

1814, , , .

General Hampton in the mean time, to distract and di-

‘yide the attenition of-the British, directed Colonel Clirk
to carry o a petty warfare on the Eastern side of Like
Champlairi, and that ruthless Depredator accordingly in-
“fested the settlements in Missiskoui. Bay, where he plun-
dered the inhabitanisin the Inost wanton manner:

- "On - the ‘21s¢ of October, General Hampton again. en
‘tered Liower-Canada, having ewly in the morning of thas
-day dispatched his lighttroopsanda Regiment efthe Line unt
“der Bngadier-General Izard; to disledge a small picquet
of sedentary militia, and a few Indian-warriors, at the june-
tion of the Outarde and- Chateauguay - rivers,” where the
main body arrived - on ‘the 22d. - ‘On the 24th, having op-
‘ened and completed a large and practicable road - from hm
position at Four-Corners, (a distance of 24 miles,) throtgh
-‘woods ‘and morasses, which'Lieiit. Colonel De Salaberry on
Yeturning from Four-Corners, had -broken up and embars
rassed with abbatis; the whole of his artillery (10field pieces)
and stores were Brought forward @ his new position, abbut
seven miles from Lieut. Colonel D¢ Salaberry’s post.

Battleof Cha-*  From this point “he dispatched Colonel Purdy - with &
teavguay.  Jight' Brigade, and a strong body of Infantry of the line, at
an early hour n the nighit of the-25th, with ‘orders to gain’

the 'Ford, ‘and fall on the rear of Lieut.” Colonel De Sala-

berry’s position ; while the main body were 't6: commence

the attack in front. Purdy’s Brigade proceeded, but were

misled and bewildered ‘in the woods, -either through the

dgnorance ot treachery of the’guides, and"did not gain: the

point of ‘attack as dirécted: by “tlie Commanding:-Officer.

General Hampton however, advaneed: next -morning’ (26th

Oct.) under the expectatioir of hearing: the intei '%ed fats

tack at the Ford, and atten 0’clock made his appearance

with aboait ‘three thousand five hundred mei, under- Gene-

ral Fzard on the high road, leading to theabbalis, and drove

in a small - picquef®of twenty-five-‘men, . who falling back

upon a second ‘pieqgiiet made a resolute stand, and maintain-

ed'a‘smart fire upon the enemy.’ ‘Lieut. Colonel De Sala-

berry ipou hearing the musketry ‘promptly advanced with

the light ‘company of the Canadian F encibles; cc')umzandé

e
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ed by Captain Ferguson, and two -companies of his Vol-
tigeurs commanded by Captains Chevalier -and -L.: Juche-

tean Duchesnay. 'The first ofthese companies he posted e\

on the right, in front of the abpatis, in extended order, its:
right skirting on the adjoining woods and abbaiis, among
which were distributed a few. Abenaqui ‘Indians. Cap-.
tain’ Chevalier Duchesnay’s -Company of Voltigeurs in ex-
tended order, - occupied the ground from' the left of this
company to the River Chateauguay, and the third company
under - Captain L. Juchereau Duchesnay withabout thirty=
five sedentary militiz, under Captain Longtain, were thrown
back er Polence along the margin of the river, for the pur-
ose of flanking, or preventing a flank fire from the enemy
1n the event of his appearance on the -opposite .side of the
yiver. The¢nemy in the mean-time advanced with steadi-
ness in-open column of ‘sections to within musket shot,
when Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry disecharged his rifle "as
-4 signal to commence firing, at which a mounted officer
‘was seen to fall. The Bugles sounded and a quick fire was
immediately opened upon the enemy who wheeled up into
.Jine, and commenced a fire in Battalion vollies, which from
-the position of theirline was almost totally thrown to the
.right of the Canadians, and of no effect whatever. = 'They
‘however soon changed their front parallel to their adversa--
ries, by facing to the right, and fyling up with speed,; when-
the engagement became general.  Theretreatofa few skir-
mishers, rather advanced in "the centre of the line, being
mistaken by thecnemy for aflight, an universal shout ensued,
which was re-echoed by the Canadians, and the veinforce-
ments. in reserve- under Lieut. Colonel M‘Donnell, while
Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry as aruse de guerre ovdeved the
bugles placed-at intervals, in the abbatis to sound an advan-
«ce = this. had the desired effect and checked the ardour of the
. enemy, who suspected that the .Canadians were advancing
in great numbers to circumvent them. 'The noise of the
engagement brought on Colonel Purdy’s division. on the
-opposite side of the river, which havingdriven in the picquet
of the sedentary militia under Captain Bruguier, were pres-
- -sing on for the Ford, at which Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry
ordered the light company of the 5d. Battalion Embodied
Militia, under.. Captain DBaly, to cross and take up the
- ground abandoned by the picquet. Captain Daly with his
company .crossed at the Ford, and having advanced fell in
‘with,: and  drove back the advanced guard of the Amecricans
upon the main body,’ Whiéhostililpresscd forward and com-

2 , pelled
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Cuap.  pelledhim’in his turn to fall back: -Having repulsed Cips
VI.  tain Daly’s Company, they were moving .on in overwhel-
N, ming numbers with cagerness and speed-close, on the ‘bank
1813:  ‘of the river, until opposite to Captain L. Juchereau Du-
chesnay’s Company, which hitherto lay concealed, and now
at the word of ‘command from Lieut. Col. De-Salaberry
opened so unexpected and effectual a fire upon the enemy,
as to throw him into the utmost disorder, and to occa-
sion a tumultuous and precipitate retreat.

General Hampton finding his arrangements .disconcerted
by the total route ¢f the division on the right bank; with.
drew his forces mn good order at half past two in the after-
noon, without having made a single affort to carry the ab-

batis and entrenclunents at the point of the bayonet, leav.
ing Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry with scarcely three hun-
dred Canadians masters of the field of action. Towards the
close of the engagement, Sir George Prevost, with Major Ge-
neral De Watteville, arrived on the ground, and witnessed in
person, thz judicipus arrangements and successful exertions
of Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry and. his gallant comrades
and countrymen, whose prowess on the occasion called
forth .the warmest encomiums of the Commander of the.
Forces, and gave them a just claim to the disinterested and
tmpartial applause of history,- o

Captain Daly, while Jeading. on his men, received two
severe wounds. “Upwards of forty of the Americans were
found dead on the field. Theloss of the Canadiansamount-
ed to five killed and twenty in wounded and missing.®

General Hampton having re-occupied his late position,
called a council of war, where it was determined to fall
back and occupy the former position at.Four-Corners,. to
sccure their communication with the United States; from
thence either to retire into winter quarters orto be ready
‘to re-enter Lower-Canada. Pursuant to this determination
the' army vetived to Four-Corners, while the :Canadians
‘hung upon their rcar and harrassed their retreat. :

* The Com_ntahder of the Forces was pleased to acknowledge the distin.
guished support whieh Lient. Colonel De Salaberry experienced 'from the
zeal and exertionsof Captain Ferguson'of the Canadian Fencibles; and from
tie Captains Chevalierand L. Juchereau Duchesnay, from Adjutants O’Sul-
livan and Hebden, and Captain Lamotte of the Indian warriors. Sir George
Prevost, in his officiai despaich on this occasion, solicited from the. Prince
Regent, asa mark of his gracious ag.probation of the Emhodied Battalions of
;t‘l;c Canadian Militia five pairs of Colours, for the 1st, 2d, 8d, 4ih and 5th

wtialions, . ' o ‘

From
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!

~ From the fatigues and-privations experienced by-this di~
vision exposed for several weeks'to the inclemency of thesea-

son, -the enemy’s troops soon assumed the native rawness of -

recruits, ‘and they wereno more capable of co-operating

with Wilkinson’s division- in° the combined movement

against Montreal. They shortly after fell back upon Plattse
burghand retired to winger Quarters. ~ - - . *

The plan of the campaign adppted by the American Gov~
ernment, as subsequently deyeloped by the publication of
¢ Sundry Documents submitted ‘to Congress in obedience
¥ to a vesolution of that Body of the Slst December 1813,
¢ tending toexplain the causes of the failure of the American
¢ arms on the Northern Frontier,”” was, by hastily withdraw-
ing their forces from Fort George to Sacket’s Harbour, to
make a sudden descent upon Kingston, before the British
kﬁirce_s ¢ould be called in from the %Jiagara frontier ;- while
‘Hampton was to make ‘a simultaneous movement on Lake
Champlain, indjcating an intention of attacking . Montreal
-and its dependencies, and  veally to attack them if to rein-
force the Upper Province, these posts should be materially

‘weakened. 'The lingering progress of the armament at

Sacket’s Harbour afforded time to call in reinforceinents to

Cuar.
VI;l

1813:

‘Kingston, and afier some discussion between General Wil-

kinson and the Secretary of war, it was determined at the
instance of the latter, to leave that post in the rear and pro-
ceed downthe St. Lawrence for Montreal. The American
_forees to about ten thousand men accordingly rendezvoused
‘towards the end. of October on. Grenadier Island, in .the
neighbourhood of Kingston, where General De Rottenburgh
confidently expecting an attack, was prepared for the event.
- From this point, after experiencing much foul weather,
Wilkinson' commenced his movement under. cover of the

American fleet; and on the 3d November slipt into the St. -

- Lawrence witha flotilla of upwards of three hundred beats
.of 'various sizes, escorted by.a division of gun-boats. ‘He
proceeded to within three miles of Prescot- and landed his
trqops on the -American ‘shore, who proceeded downwards
by land to a Bay or- Cove, two miles below that post, in
‘order to avoid the British batteries, while the flotilla passed
them in the night of the sixth, : without sustaining any ma-

- terial injury in their passage by thie cannonade. ’ ‘

L The ‘movement of the flotilla down thek St. Lawrence be-
ing ascertained at Kingston, General De Rottenburghvid:(’i
- . tached
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tached & sniall-force from -that ‘post, consisting of the 40tk

Regiment, commanded by Lieut. "Colonel Plenderleath,

the 89th Regiment and some Voltigeurs, which when rein<

forced by Lieut. Colonel Pearson with a party of the Cana-
dian Fencibles from Prescot amounted to about 800 rank
and file, the whole commanded by Lieut. Colonel Morrison
of the 89th Regiment and “accompanied by the Deputy Ad+
jutant-General. This Corps: of observation proceeded un-
der the escort of a small division of gun-boats, commanded
by €Captain Mulcaster R, N. in pursuit of the enemy, and on
the eighth came ‘up with' them atPoint Iroquois. Gene-
ral Wilkinson had on the preceding day_directed €olone

Macomb to land on the British shore with 1200 men in or-
der to clear the coast dawn to the head of the Long Sault,
of the militia collecting along the shore from various parts
of the Country. On the 18tk this division was reinforced
by Brigadier \General ‘Brown’s Brigade, with a body of
Dragoons: from the American shore. On arriving at the
head of the Long Sault, the whole of the effective men exs
cept such as were required for navigating the boats down
the rapid, werelanded under the orders of Brigadier Gene-
ral Boyd, who was to proceed down by land in: the rear of

. General Brown’s- division to the-foot of the Long Sault.

On.the tenth, Lieut. Colonel Morrison with the gun-hoats
visited the American post at Hamilton where he landed and
£ook possession of a considerable’quantity of provisions and
stores belonging to the Americanarmy with two pieces of Or-
gdnance. Lieut. ‘Colonel Harvey in the mean time follow-
<d up the enemy, . who in the evening were observed advan-

- ang from the woods in considerable numbers with a body of

Battle of
Chrystler’s
_Farm,

cavalry, but upon receiving a few rounds from three field
pieces, and probably finding their pursuers better prepared
than they expected,. fell back for the night.* On the en-
suing-day,. Lieut. Colonel Morrison pressed so-closely upon
the rear of General Boyd’s divison as:to compel hiim'te con-

-centrate his. forces and give battle, a description: of which

cannot be more accurately conveyed than by quoting Lieut.

~Colonel Morrison’s official despatch on the occasion,” ¢ The

enemy’s force; consisting of two brigades of Infantry, and
a Reiiment« of cavalry, amounting, to between ‘three and
four thousand men, moved. forward™ about two'c’clock 'in

~ the afternoon from Chrystler’s Point, and:-attacked our ad-

vance, which gradually fell back to the position selected for
L e D T SRR ’ S IR
* Some smart ¢annonading in the mean time took place bctween the

tnchoats,
b the
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the detachment to.occupy, the tight restiig onthe river, Cmam,

. and the left on a pine-wood, exhibiting about seven . hun-

dred yards. The ground being open, the troops: were thus -

disposed.,

' The Flank Companies of the 40th Regiment, the detachs
ment of the Canadiah Regiment, with one field piece; un«
der Lieut. Colonel Pearson, on the right; a little advancs
ed on the road—Three companies of the 89th Regiment,
under Captain Barnes, with a gun formed in echellon with
the advance on its left, supperting it. The 49th and the
89th thrown more to the rear, with a gun, formed the main

body and reserve, extending to the woods on the left; which

were occupied by the Violtigeurs,” under Major Hérriot, and
the Indians under Lieutenant Anderson—At about.half
‘past two the action becamie general, when the enemy. -en~
feavored by moving forward -a Brigade from his right, te
urn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th Regiment for-
ming en potence with the 49th Regiment, and by moving
forward, occasionally firing by platoens; his efforts were
next directed against our right, and to -repulse :this ‘move-
ment, the 49th Regiment took ground in that direction, in
Echellon, followed by the. 89th. - When within half mus-
ket shot, the line was formed nunder a heavy but irregular
fire from the enemy—The 49th was directed to charge their
guns, posted opposite to ours, but it became-necessary
when within a short distance of them, to check this forward:
movement, .in consequence of a charge ‘from their cavalry
on the right, lest they should wheel about, and fall upon-
the rear, but they were received in so gallant a -manner by
the companies of the 89th under Captam Barnes; and the
well directed fire of the Artllery, that they quickly re-
treated, and by acharge from. those companies, one gun
-was gained.—{'lie -enemy immediately concentrated their
force to check our advance, - but such-was.the steady coun
tenance and well divected fire. of the troops and- artillery,
that abeut half past four, they gave way at all points from
an exceeding strong’ position, .endeavouring by their light
infantry to:cover their retreat, who were soon driven a-

way by a judicious movement made. by Lieut.. Colonel-

Peasson. The detachment for the night occupied the ground
from which the eneniy had been driven.”

Thvé, (Caﬁéd. the‘b:atde of ‘C\hrystler’s Farm from the

ground on .which it occurred;) is in the estimation of

mili-

VL
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€aa¥P. military men, coixsideted;ﬂie;haquomespz affair during the

VL

i813.

late'war, from the: professional:science .displayed: in the
«course, of: the.action, by the -adverse commanders;; and
when we consider the prodigious preparatives of the A~
merican government for that.expedition, with the failure of
which- their: hopes of." conquest -vanished, the batile. of
Lhrystler’s Farm iay. be classed as :an event of the. first
importance in: the défence of these .provinces.*.

. The Amberican division after leaving the field, re-émbarks
«ed in haste,: while, the dragoons, with five field piéces: of
light artillery proceded down towards Cornwall,. in the rear
of General Brown’s division, who, unaware of the: battle
had continued his march for that place. The enemy lost
"an’able officer in. the person of. Brigadier General Coving-
ton,” who, while animating his men to the, charge, -receiv-
«ed a mortal; wound, which he survived only two days.; The
loss of the enemy by their own official. statements, amonnt-
«ed. to three officers and ninety-nine men killed, . and sixtcen
officers.and ong hundred : and - twenty-one men,wounded;
-The loss of the,British amonnted to. three officers (Captain
Nairne of the 49th-Regiment and Lieutenants Lorimier and
-Armstrong,)’ and twenty-one men killed, and eight officers
and one hundred and . thirty:seven wounded, and twelve
‘Tissing. ' .

General Wilkinson,. who, during the action, lay confin-
-ed. to his barge, from.a protracted, illness, in his official
despatch to his government, bears faithful testimony of the
loyalty of ;the inbabitants,on. the Canada side of the Saint
Lawrence, and of, the bravery and discipline of the troops

hé had to. contend "with at Chrystler’s Farm.

L% Liedt. Colonel Mo¥tison concludeshis despatch by the following testimo-
ny;.of the zeal and bravery. .manifested . by the officers and men under hig
command. o R
“¢:s¢1t is now my gratéfol’ duty'to point ot to ‘your ‘Honor, the. benefit'the
Service. as received- from the ability, - judgment, and active exertions, of
JLieut. Golonel Harvey, the Deputy Adjufant General, for sparing whom
‘to Accothpany the detachment;’ I must again publicly express’mly:a(:‘knowledg-
wments.  To the cordial co-operation and exertions of. Lieut. Colonel Pearson,

- commanding the detachment from Prescet, Lieut. Colonel Plenderleath,
4Gt Regiment, "Major Clifford, "‘80th""Regiment, - Major' Herriot, " of. ithe
Veltigeurs, . and .Captain <Jackson, of the Royal Artilléry, combined. with
ztbe-ﬁallamry of the troops, our great success may be attributed ;5 every “man
“did"his duty, aniTbeliéve; I'cannot more 'strdr‘g;]y’ ‘speak their merifs ‘than

‘in mentioning that our small force did not exceed eight.hundred rank and file.

* To.Captains Davis ond Skinner, of the Quarter Master Geneéral’s De-
partment, l1amunder thie greatest obligatious for the assistance 1 havé recei- |
ved from them ; their zéal and activity,.have been unremitting.--Licut. Ha-

-germppn of the Militia, and Lieut. Anderson of ‘the Indian Department, havé

The

‘dlso for theirservices deserved my public aeknowledgmeiits.”
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The day after the engagement, the American flotilla pro-
ceedéd down the Long Sault and joned near ( ornwall, the
division which had inoved on under General Brown, to-
wards that place, whete Gereral Wilkihson confidently
expécted td hear of the arrival of General Hampton on the
opposite shore, to whom he had written ‘on' the 6th, to
that effect, not being then acquainted with his late defeat.
Here to his unspeakable mortification and surprise, he res
ceived a letter from General Hampton, informing him that
the division undet his ¢ommand was falling back upon
Lake Champlain. This information, with the countless dif=
ficulties momently crowding upon the Anierican army, ef-
fectually blasted every prospect of further success, 8o cir~
cumstanced the American (E,ommander'immediately held a
touncil of war, in which it was unanimously resolved ¢“That
“ the attack upon Montreal should be abandoned for the
fpresent season, and that the army near Cornwall should-
{“1mmediately be'crdssed tothe American shore for taking up
‘winter quarters,” which, on the ensuing day, was ac-
cordingly carried into effect, by their proceeding for Salmon
River, where their boats and batteaux were scuttled, and ex=
tensive barracks for the whole army were erected with ex-
traordinary celerity, and surrounded on all sides by abbatis,
so as to render a ‘surprise impracticable.

Wilkinson’s intention was to have larided on the Tsle
Perrdt, which is separated from the Island of Montreal,
by a small channel, over which he intended to throw s,
bridge of boats, and from thence to fight his way for the
City of Montreal..

- Every appearance of danger having subsided, the Come
mander. of the Forces dismissed the Sedentary Militia, by
a General Order of the 17th November, with acknowledgas
ments of the cheerful alacrity, with which they had repaired

to their Posts, and the loyalty and zeal théy had manifests

ed at the prospect of encountering the enemy.

~With these operations terminated the Campaign of 18183,
i the Lower Province,.but new triumphs still awaited the
British arms in the Province of Upper-Canada.

Major General De Rottenburgh was relieved in the come
mand of Upper-Canada, early in December, by Lieut.
Geeneral Drummond, who proceeded from Kingston to
k ‘ P ! - ) : ' YOI‘k‘)
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Cuap York, and from thence to the head of the Lake, where' the

VI.  army again resumed an offensive posture, with a view t¢
%, regain possession of Fort George. General MClure;, who
1813, on the breaking up ofthe investment of Fort George, had
issned a Proclamation, in which he affected to consider
Upper-Canada as abandoned by the British army, and of-

fered the friendship and protection of ‘his Government to

the People of that Province, on the approach of the Bri-

tish under Colonel Murray, precipitately evacuated that

Americans e- Post on the 12th December, and wetreated across the Nias
vacuate Fort : . . . . N .
George. gara, having pursuant to the diréctions of the American
Secretary of war, most inhumanly. on the 10th of Decems

ber, set fire toithe-flourishing Village of Newark, contain-

in% about one hundred and fifty houses ; which were -redu-

ced to ashes, leaving the wretehed dand. forlorn - inhabitants

with upwards of four hundred women and children exposed

to theaccumulated horrors of famine and the inclemency of

a Camadian winter. -The British under the command of

Colonel ‘Murray, scarcely. amounting-to five hundred men;

including Indians and Militia immediately occupied: Fort

George. 'The barbarous ﬁ:ol‘myg of -the American: Govern-

ment in destroying Newark, exasperated the army as well

as the inhabitants on the Frontier, of whose impatience for
retaliation, General Drnmmond : premptly availed: himself

after the-occupation of Fort George, by adopting the reso-

lution of carrying tlie- Anierican Fort Niagara by: surprise.

Having onlytwo: batteaux at hisdisposal: in the Niagara
tiver, he deferred the attack until-a sufficient number of
batteaux could be <¢onveyed over land, several miles,
from Burlington at the head ofthe Lake, which was effect-
ed-by. the exertiens: of: Captain: Elliot; of the Quarter

British sur- Master Gieéneral’s  Department. Having made every ne-
gfr'j’ g‘;;?t‘“l‘\?i: cessary.airafgément; the:batteaux were launched, .and. the
‘agara, " tyoaps were embarked: on the night: of. the 18th: December

eonsisting of.d small: detackmenc. of. Royal Artillery; - the
grenadier ' company: of' the: Royal: Scots, the.flank: com-
panies of the 41st and 100th Regiment, amounting in the
whiolp to:five hundfed and fifty wmen; under the: immediate
eommand: of. Colonel: Murray. - This: small force having
crossed the river assisted by the- Provingial Corps,. as . boas-
men, landed with the utmost silence and good orderat the Five
Mile Mradows,. distantfour-and-a: half milés-from the Fort.
From tliis-point,, Colonel Murmy moved towards the Fort
having:previougly detached the adsancaof his: divisiany. un~

der
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der Captain Fawcett and - Lieut. Dawson of the 100th
‘R:-g.lmgnt, who 'gallantly executed the orders entrusted to
them, by cuttifig of two of the enemy’s picquets, and sur
prising the Centinels on the Giacis and at the ‘Gate, from
whom the watch word was obtained, and the entrance into
the Fort, thereby greatly tacilitated, which was rapidly ef-
fected through tlie main gate, before the enemy had time to
sound the alarm, 'The assailants having obtained -posées-
sion of the works, the enemy made for some time ‘a feeble
resistance, but finally surrendered” at*discretion. The vae
lour of the -troops engaged on  this service particularly of”
tt.nef 100th Regiment, under Lient.. Colonel Hamilton was
‘highly conspicuous. - The loss of ‘the British amounted to
oniy oneoflicer (Lient. Nolan,) and five men killed, and
two officers (one of them ' Coionel Murray, by a ‘musket

shot, through the wrist,) ands three men -wounded, The.

',lo:‘ss_ of ;he;ene%ny in slain amounted to sixty-ﬁyé men, (all
With the bagouet,) and two officers “and " twelve rank and
fiie in woanded. ‘he prisoners amounted: to more than
three hundred effective men of the regular army of the Uni-
ted-States. An immense ‘quantity of Commissariat Stores

awith upwards -of thrée thousand stand of arms, a great -

nunber of rifes and several™ picces’ of ordnance, of which
twenty-seven of ditferent calibres were mounted on the works, -
feli-1nto the hands-of - the’ viceors. ‘Major ‘General Riall,

who had crossed over immediately afier” Colonel Murray; -

‘{Viﬁl the whoié body of western Indidns, and the Ist Batwas
lioa of Royai Scows, and 41st Regiment, in order to_supe

POt tire attack, upon ascertaining its success, immediately

marched along the iverupon Lewistown, where the enemy
hail establisiied - a force and had erected batteries with the
avowed purpose of destroying the Town of Queenstown
situated directly opposite. “‘T'he enemy upon the approach

-of this divisiom abandoned their position leaving two guns, -

-a twelve, and asix pounder which feil into the hands of the

‘British, with a considerable quanuiy of-small armsand

Stores. .In rétaliation for the contlagration of Newark the
indignant troops and the: auxiliary Indians were let loose
upon the enemy’s frontier, and Lewistown, - Manchester and
the circumjacent country were laid in ruins. General

Prummond determined to follow up these successes, which

“he could not ‘deem complete until he had chased the enemy
from thie whole frontier, and taken ample vengeance far his

seruelties toward the inhabitants pf' ‘Newark. “He' therefore

~mgved his forces up. to, Chippawa where he fixed his Head
' P2 Quarterp
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Cuar. Quarters on the 28th December, and on the following day,

VL

1813,

q.ppmachéd to within-two miles of Fort Erie, where having

~ reconnoitred the enemy’s position at Black Rock, he deter-

mined to attack him in the course of the night. Heaccord-
ingly directed General Riall tp cross the river with four
companies of the King’s Regiment and the light company of
the 89th. under Lieut. Colonel Ogilvy ; two hundred-and
fifty men of the 41st, and the grenadiers of the 100th Regi-
ment, under Major Frend, together with about fifty Militia'
Volunteers and a body of Indian warrjors. Thisdivision cor-
leted its landing about midnight; twg miles below Black
}I?Lock, its advanced guard having surprised and captured the
greater part of a picquet of the enemy and secured the
hridge over the Conguichity Creek, from which the enes
my made several attempts to dislodge them.. The boats
and batteaux after having' crossed his division were
tracked up as high as the foot of the rapids below Fort
Erie, in order to cross the Royals under Lieut. Colonel
fGordon, whg where destined to land above Black Rock,
for ‘the purpose’ of turning the enemy’s position, ~ while
he should be attacked in front hy:the troops who had
landed below. 'The delay occasioned by.-the ground-
ing' of the boats which detained them until morning,
and exposed them to the open fire of the enemy, caused the
Royalssome loss, and preyented them from effecting a land-
ing in sufficient time tQ fully accomplish the object intend-
ed, At day break, Major General Riall moved forward ; the
King’s Regimentandthelight companyot the 89th leading,
and the 41stand Grenadiers of the 100th forming the reserve.
On gaining the town, a very spirited attack was made upon
the enemy who were in great force and strongly posted, and
on the arrival of the reserve,. the action became general.
The enemy maintained his position with obstinacy for some
time, but upon the advance of the British he was compelled
to give way, and was driven through his batteries in which
were a twenty-foyr meder, three twelves and a nine poun-
der. From Black Rock, the fugitives were pursued to the
town of Buffaloe, about two miles distant, where they ral-
lied and shewed a large body of infantry and cavalry, and at-
temnpted to oppose the advance of the British by . the fire
of a_field piece, posted on a height commanding the road:
finding this ineﬁgctual, they retreated in all directions,
Jeaving a six-pounder brass field piece, one iron eigh-
teen, and one iron six-pounder, and betook themselves to
the- woods, .
Cee
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General Riall ‘having dispersed ‘this' force,’ immediately
detached -Captain Robinson :of the King’s:Regiment; with
two_companies, to destroy -three vessels -of the -enemy’s
lake squadron; a short distance below the town,.with: their
‘stores, which he' effectually accomplished. -

The Americans in this affair, were not less in number
than 2,500, and are supposed to have lost in killed ‘and
-wounded, from three to four-hundred men. Only one*hun-
dred and thirty men were magde prisoners, and among them
.Colonel Chapin, The British lost 81 men killed, and four
officers and sixty-eight ‘men wounded, and nine men mis~
sing. 'The small towns of Buffaloe and Black Rock having
‘been deserted by the inhabitants, were, with all the pub-
lic stores, contaning considerable: quantities of cloathing,
spurits and flour, which could not be conveniently brought
away, set.on fire and entirely consumed, ‘

‘These decisive and retaliatory mensures almost entirely
erushed the power, and destroyed the resources of the enes
my on the Niagara frontier, and although victims of the re-
tributive vengeance brought on their heads by the barbari-
ty - of their own Commanders, the wretched inhabitants
are said to have.acquiesced, in the justice of.the measures
pursued by the B)_:itish' General.. S o

Such weré the rapid successes.that attended the British
arms in the Canadas, and cheered the hopes of the peo~
ple at the close of the campaign, which a’ few weeks pres
-vionsly, threagened the total subjugation of these provinces,

Ample vengeance having- been taken by the spirited and.
judicious&‘pmmptitud_e of Lieut. General Drummond, upon
‘the Niagara frontier, for the wanton confiagration and " tize
eruel outrages committed upon the defenceTess ‘inhabitants
-of Newark, the Commander: of the Forces, on the 12th
of January; 1814, issued a Proclamation, in which he
strongly deprecated the savage mode of warfare to which
the enemy, by a departurefrom the-established usages of
war, had compelled him to resort. He traced with faicthiful

~precision and correctness, the conduct that had marked
~the progress of the war on the part of the enemy, and con-
cluded by lamenting the necessity impossed upon him of
_ retaliating upon the subjects of America, the miseries in-
flicted upon the inhabitanis of Newark, but at the same

time

1813,
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Ouaw,. time declared it mot to be his intention further to pursve g

VI.  system oi warfire so revolting.to his own feelings and so hite

SN/ tle congenial to the British charac,tel , unless he should be
i8ds. so compeiled iy the-future measuses of the enemy.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIL

AN the thirteenth of' Jah’uary, the Legislature met for Cyap.

‘the dispatch of public business. . The Governor con-
ratulated ‘the Parliament on the defedt of the enemy at
hateauguay, by a handful of brave Canadians; and on

the brilliant victory abtained by the small Corps of observa-
‘tion on the banks of the St. Lawrence, over the formidable
armament commanded by Major General Wilkinson.

_ The Governor, in a secret and confidential message to
the House of Assembly informed that body, that in order
to carry on the public services he had found it indispensas’
bly necessary to- direct an issue of Army Bills. to a gréater
amount than five hundred thousand pounds (theSum aus
thorized by the late Army Bill Act) and recommended to
the immediate and serious consideration of the House, the
expedience of extending the provisions of the Army Bill
Act. The House accordingly took the subject into consie
‘deration; and passed a Bill extending the issue of Army
Bills to fifieen hundred thousand pounds.. "The Militia
Lawd underwent some discussion but were not altered, the
Legislative Council not concurring with some clauses which
it had: been found expedient tointroduce into the Bill, sent
up-for their concurrence. A Bill to disqnalify the Chief
Justices and the Judges of the Courts of King’s Bench in
the Province from being summoned to the Legislative Coun-
cil or sitting or voting therein, was introduced, and having
passed theiower\ Hpouse, was sent up to. the: Legislative
Council for their concurrence. Here it was:unanimously
resolved that the matters contained in the Bill wére unpar-
liamentary- and unprecedented, and' intrenched. upon the
prerogative of the Crown: and: the rights and privileges of
the:House ; and it was therefore also unanimously resolved
to proceed no furtherin the comsideration of the Bill: The
House of Assembly upon finding it to have been laid aside;
appointed a Committee tosearch the Journals of the Legis-
lative Council, to-ascertain officially what proceedings had
been:taken with respect to the Bill in question: The Com=-
mittee having taken information on the subject, reported
the fate of the Bill as collected from the Journalsof the Legi-
slative Council, and the House among other counter resolus
tions,

VIL
1814.
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tions, indignantly resolved ¢that the Legislative Council by
their refusal to proceed on that Bill had excluded from, their
consideration a measure highly meriting the attention of the
Legislature of the Province and: had therefore afforded addi-
tional evidence of its expedience.” A Bill was also intro-
duced.as in the preceding Session: ¢ to grant to-his Majes-.
ty a duty en’ the Income arising from Civil Offices;and on

>ensions, to be applied for the defence of the Provinee in the

resent war with the United: States of America.”” . This
%111 ‘was rejected by the Legislative Council. . The Bill for
the appointment of an Agent in Great Biitain was also sens
up to the Legislative Council; where- it 'was laid aside.

- The Housé of Assembly unanimously passed: a: vote of

- thanks to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, and the officers un-

derhiscommand for their distinguishedexertions on the 26th
October 1813, inthe action on the Chateauguay river, and di-
rected the Speaker to 8ignify the same to Lieut. Colonel De
Salaberry and the officers present onthat-occasion; and that
the House highly felt and acknowledged the distinguished
valour and .discipline - conspiciously displayed by the non-
commissioned officers:.and. private_soldiers and militia-men
of the little band under his immediate 'command in the sig~
rial defeat: of the American army under General Hampton
at Chateauguay. - To Lieut. Colonel Morrison of the 89th
Regiment and to the officers.and men under his.command a
similar vote of thanks was passed ‘for their exertions on the
‘11th-November 1813,-at Chrystler’s Fayrm in the defeat of
the Americin army under General Wilkinson.

The House of Assembly at an early period of the Session,
on motion of Mr. J. Stuart, resolved that it would take inte
consideration- the .power and authority exercised by the
Courts ' of Justice, in this Province, under the denomina-
tion of Rules of . Practice, and the. Clerk of the Court of
Appeals, as well as’ the-Prothonotaries' of the Courts of
King’s Bench for the Districts. of Quebec and: Montreal,
were respectively ordered to-lay before the House, certified |
copies of the Rules’ of Practice’ of those Courts. --On the
4th of February, the subject having been previously dis-
cussed in Committee, the House adopted several resolutions
<eoncerning thosé Rules of Practice;, which iticonsidered ra-
#her i thersense of Legislative  enactments, and therefore
an encroachment upon:the Privileges of the Legislature,
$han as simple rules or regulations for the guidance of judi-:

cial
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eial proceedings. Thie rulés in quiestion had first been framed
4nd introdiiced:into the Provincial Court of Appéals (where
‘the Chief" Justice of the Province, and the Chief Justice' of
‘Montreal, altérnately préside) in January 1809, ard in'the-
game yeiir, the Courts of King’s Bench at Quebec ahd Mou-
treal followed thé example of the Coiitt of Appeils, under the
sanctioniof an Act of the Provincial Legislature giving to the
differerit « Courts of Judicature in'the Province, power and
‘“authority to ‘make and establish Orders and Rules of
“ Practice in the-.said Courts.in all civil matters, ‘touch-
¢ ing all services of process, executions and réturns of all
« Whits, procéedirigs for bringing causes to issue as well in
€ term tinie as out of teim, and other matters of regulatioi,
¢ within the said Courts.”” - It wds however, now maintditi-
ed -in the House of Assembly, that these rules affected the
civil-rights of His-Majesty’s subjects, and weré. ¢oritrary to
and subversive of the iaW"s of the Provinceé : thit they ren~
Eere,‘d ‘the -enjoyment of liberty and property dltogether inse«
¢ure and precarious, and gave to the Judges an,arbit‘rar',y‘
‘Guthority -over the persons and property of His Majesty’s
Subjects in the Province. -For thesé, and other specific poli=-
-tical liigh crimes and niisdemesnors, alledged to have been
‘committed in the course of the late Administration of the
Colonial Government by SirJ. H. Craig, tending {0 ‘mis~
lead and deceive that officer in the exercise.of his aritliority,
to: oppress the people and alienate their minds from His
Majesty’s Government in order (as.it was eontended). to
favor the progress of American influence in the Province,
the two C%ie? Justices: wére formally impeached. by the
Commons of Lower-Canada. o

. Mr. J. Stuart was appointed Aieh't for the purpose of pros
secuting the Impeachments with effect, on behalf of the
Commons of Lower-Canada, who, in a mioney Bill, ap-
propriated the sum of two thousand pounds, in order to en=
able him to proceed to Englind, in consequence of whick
the - Bill was rejected by the Legislative.Council.* The Im-
peachmeénts having been digésted into seventeen different
ge‘ladslagairist the Chief Justice of the Province, and into.
- eight. heads against the Chief Justice of Montreal, charga
ed among other things, with promoting and advising cers
tain eriminal prosecutionsatMontreal andsittin injudgmen’t’.
upotrthem ; and with having refuseda Writ of Habeas Corpus
® This Bill contained a grant of £20,000, for the Militia, and a like sum
§or the sopport of the War,- o - p
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to persons legally entitled thereto, the House of ‘Assem«
bly on the Bd—of'y March, went up to the Castle with tHeiy
Speaker, and presented an Address to the Governor, ‘pray-
ing him to transmit -the Impeachments, with an Address
to the Prince Regent drawn up for the occasion, to His
Majesty’s Ministers, to be laid before the Prince Regent.
They at the same time suggested the propriety of suspend-
the Chief Justices from their public functions until the.
Prince Regent’s pleasure should be known. e

. The Governor replied that he would take an early ops
portunity of transmitting the Address, with the articles of
accusation against the Chief Justices, to His Majesty’s Mi-
nisters ; but that he did not think it expedient to suspend
the Chief Justices from their offices upon an Address to that
effect from one brahch of the Legislature alone, founded on
articles of accusation, on which the Legislative Council had
not been consulted, and in which they had not concurred.
_This answer gave umbrage to the House, which upon re-
tnrning from the Castle among other resolutions, resolved
¢ that His Excellency the Governor in Chief by his answer
“ to the Addvress of the House had violated the Constita-
¢ tional rights and privileges thereof.”” On the seventh. of
March, theHouse, pr_obab%y influenced by a sense of justice
towards_the Governor, whose conduct it had so recentl;
censured, in mitigation of its lite resolution again resolte(g
¢ that notwithstanding the wicked and perverse advice giv-
“ento His Excellency on the’sﬁbject of the Constitutional
*¢ rights and privileges of that, House, and the endeavours of
“ evil disposed advisers tolead himinto error and to embroil
““him with his Majesty’s faithful Commons of this Provirice,
“ the Househad not in any respect altered the gpinion it had
¢ ever entertained of the wisdom of His Excellency’s Admi-
“ nistration, and that it was determined to adopt the mea-
“ sures it had deemed necessary for the support of the Go-

“ vernment and the defence of ‘the Province.”

- The Housealso drew up an Address to the Prince Regent
on the state of the Province, and the progress of the war
with the United-States, in-which the exertions of the peo-
ple and the urgency of early assistance were bricfly ex-
pressed.* = P e

. * The strength .of the six battalions of .Canadian . Emhodied. Militia - a-
mounted in the menth of December, 1813, according to a return submitted to

he: House of Assembly, to 3,893 wen, exclusive of the Voltigeurs, the
-Frentier Light Infantry and other Militia and Proyjncial Corps. Sui H
' e
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SBuch were_ the principal affairs'that occupied the atten-
tion of the House of Assembly during the present Session,
which on the seventeenth of March' was prorogued by the
Governor, A ' S

"It has been already mentioned that among the prisoners
taken at the battle of Queenstown in-the autumn of 1812,
twenty-three men ‘were recognized as deserters, and British
born subjects. . As traitors to their country, the Command-
er of the Forces had sent them to England for legal trial.
This circumstance being made known to the American go-
vernment by the American Commissary of prisoners at Lon-
don, General Dearborn was ordered by his government, to
put an equal number of British soldiers into close confine-
ment as hostages, for the former, In consequence of this
measure, the Comumander of the Forces, by a General Or-
gen‘ of the 27th of October, 1815, made it known that he
had received the comniands of the Prince Regent to put
forty-six American Officers and Non-Commissioned Of-
ficers, into clgse confinement as hostages, for the twenty-
three soldiers confined by .the American government. He
-at-the same -time apprised that government, that if any
of the British . soldiers should suffer death by reason of the
guilt and execution of the traitors found in ‘arms against
their country, who had been sentto England for legal
trial, he was instructed to'select out of the American Of-
ficers and Non-Commissioned officers detained as hostages,
double the number of the British soldiers who might be
so unwarrantably put to death, and to cause them in re-
taliation, to suffer death immediately. In transmitting
this information to the American Government, the Com-
mander of the Forces ‘also notitied them, that the Com-
manders of His Majesty’s armies and fleets on the coast of
America, bad received instructions to prosecute the war
with unmitigated severity against all cities, towns and vil-
lages belonging to the United States, and’ against the in-
habitants ﬁlereof, if after that information should have
reached the American government, they sliould not be de-
terred from putting to death any of the soldiers detained a5
hostages. - S

On the 10th of December, the Commander of the Forces
received a communication fromr Major General Wilkinson
by Colonel Macomb, of the United States army, bearing 2
flag of truce, stating, ¢ that 2the government of the USnited

‘ tates
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Cnap. States adhering unalterably to the principle and purpase
VI declared in the communication of General. Dearborn, on
>~ the subject of the twenty-three American soldiers, prison-
ers of war, sent to England to be tried as criminals, and
the confinement of a like number of British soldiers,. pri-
soners, selected to abide the fate of the former, had; in con-
sequence of the step_taken by the British government, or-
dered forty-six British Officers into close confinement, and
that they should not be discharged therefrom until it should
be known that the forty-six American Officers and non-
commissioned officers in question, were no longer confire
~ed.” In consequence of this, the Governor ordered all
the Anerican Officers, prisoners of war, without exception
of rank, to be immediately placed in close confinement as
hostages, until the number of forty-six were completed over
and above those already in confinement. In pursuance of
this ‘order, Generals Winder, Chandler and Winchester,
were..conveyed from their quarters in the country at Beau-
port, toa private house in Quebec, “v'here.t']ieiri¢o_hﬁnemcnt
was rendered as little inconvenient as their situation could
admit of, - T '

~ On the fifteenth of April following, after some. negocias
- ation between Colonel Baynes the Adjutant-General, and
Brigadier-General Winder, on the part of the American
gavernment, a convention was entered into at Montreal,
by which it was mutually agreed, to release the, hostages
and make an exchange of prisoners, the American govern-
ment relinquishing its pretensions to retaliate for the pri-
soners sent to England, for legal trial as traitors to” their
country. This -convention was ratified in July at Cham-
plain, near the lines, by Colonel Lear, deputed for that
fgil‘pgsg ‘by the American government, and by . Colonel
Baynes and M, Brenton,' on “the part of the British Goy-
ernment. ¥ ' , o

The most active exertions were made during the winger
to be prepared for the ensuing campaign. - Stores of all des-
criptions were forwarded to Kingston, from Quebec and
Montreal ‘on sleighs at prodigious expence. The second
Battalion of the 8th Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Co-
lonel Roberton, marched through the woods from Frede-

* The negocigtion was opened at the solicitation of the American go-
vernment in a letter frem the Secretary of State, to Sir George Prevost, whp

cansented ‘to the exchange of Brigadier-General Winder for the purpose of
neggciating, - ' : Co

ricktog
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mckton to the St. Lawrence in the month of Februal;y.g A Cgary
or

reinforcement of two hundred and twenty seamen for the

‘Lakes came by the same route.” To expedite the progress -\

of thiese reinforcements, the Legislature of New-Brunswick
voted three hundred pounds, and the City of St. John’s’
gave a similar sum to defiay.the expence of conveying them
on sleiglis, as far as the nature of the roads would permit.

_In the month of March an Embassy of Chiefs and War-
riors from the Ottawas, Chippawas, Shawnees, Delawares,
‘Mohawks, Saiks, Foxes, Kickapoos and Winabagoes, ar-
vived at Quebec to visit and ‘to hold a Council with the
Commander of the Forces. His Excellency on the fificenth
of that mongh igave them an audience, and held a Talk or
conference with them at the Castle of Saint Lewis.” Their
speeches were principally complementary and expressive of
iﬂlelr joy on beholding their Father and meeting him in

iCouncil.: They expressed their poverty and requested that

peace might not be concluded with the American govern-
ment, until they should recover the ancient bounds of the
territories of which the enemy had deprived them by fraud,
and by violence. 'They represented the loss they had ex-
perienced of their young men 'in the war, but expressed
their determination to persevere, and solicited arms for
their Warriors,. and clothing for ‘their women and child-
‘ren, “ The Americans (said one of .the Chiefs) are taking
% our' lands from us every day, they have no hearts, fathers
¥ they have no pity for us, they want to drive us beyond
4 the setting Sun; but we hope, although we aré' few, and
“ are hiere as it were upon a little Island, our great and.
% mighty father whp lives beyond the great Lake, will not
¢ forsake us in our distress, but will continue to remember
“his faithful red children.” The Governor -in answer,
‘strongly exhorted them to persevere in the contest against
the common enemy, -in order to regain the territory lost in
the last campaign, ' He expressed his sorrow for the loss
“of one of their' Warriors (Tecumseh) and for that of many
other valiant Chiefs during the war. He charged them upon
all .occasions, ‘to spare and shew mercy to all women, chil-
dren and prisoners that should fall within their power, an
jnjunction to which the listening Chiefs unanimously mur-
- mnured approbation. Afier some days residence at'd'uebec;
- they were loaded with presents, and  despatched for the Up-~
_per Province in their way homewards, to prepare their

‘sribes for the approaching campaign. o
: s ]
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On’ ihe twenty-sixth of Marck, His Excellency issued ¢
Genéral Order expressing the approbation of the Prince
Regent of ‘the affair of %hateauguay\v and his ¢ ge"culiarV
sleasure at finding that His Majesty’s Canadian Subjects
i'x’a’d at-length had tlie opportunity of refuting by their own
brilliant exertions in defence of their Couritry,the calumnious
charge of disaffection and disloyaliy with which the enemy
had prefaced his first invasion of the Province.” To Lieut,
€olonel De Salaberry in particular and to all the officers and
men tnder his command, the sense entertained by Hi§
Royal Highness of their meritorious and distinguaished ser-
vices was made known. The’ Commander of the Forces at
the same time acquainted the militia of the determination of
His Royal Highness to forward Colours for the five Batia-
Fons of Embodied Militia, feeling that they had evinced
an ability and disposition to secure them from insalt-which
g‘ave' them the best title to such a mark of distinction. So

aitering a testimony of the Royal approbation could not
fail to ra1se the honest pride of the Provincial Militin, but
theéy were disappointed in their hopes, and the promise suil
Feriains to be accomplished. - '

A movement of the Amefican forces in the neighhour-
hood - of Lake Champlain towards the conclusion ‘of
March, gavé room to expect an invasion of the District of
Montreal. Brigadier General Macomb with a division” of
the American f;(’)rces from Plattsburgh crossed Lake Cham-
plain wpon the ice, and entered St. Armands, where he re-
mained some days without molestation, while General Wil-

inson prepared-for an attack upon the outposts of Odel-
town, and the La Cole Mill; a ‘stone ‘building which had
been convéried into a'Block house.” On the morning of the
thirtieth of March, (General Macomb having suddenly
Wwithdrawn his division from St. Armands and rejoined the
inain body)-the American forces consisting of five thousand
men, conimanded by General Wilkinson in person, entered
Odeltovn. = Major Handcock commanding at the Mill, re-
teived intelligerce at eight o’clock in the morning of the -ap-
fr@ac,h of the enemy and immediately sent off a despatch ta
he Isle-aux-Noix for a reinforcement, from whence a pic-
gﬁet of the 13th Regiment under the command of Captain
Blake, marched towards Odeltown and took post about two
tniles from the Mill. The enemy halted for a short time at
the village;and then made a demonstration upon Burtonville
with a part of their force,” Their advance in that divection
. was
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svas checked by part of the grenadiers of the Canadian Fen Craw:
cibles under Captain Cartwright, and a few of the Frontier  VIL
Light Infantry under Captain Barker. , Captain Blake’s W
picquet hearing the firing, concluded that the whole of the ~ 1814,
enemy’s force had taken that road, and in ¢oﬁséq‘j'eﬁcé T
tétreated to the mill, from whence they again advanced
‘and took post in advance. The enemy shortly after appears

ed in .considerable force; the picquet fired three vollies and |
rétreated to the mill. At one o’clock the enemy .was seen . Attackupon
deploying in the wood, with the intention of surronnding’ta Cole Mill.
the mill; a fire was immediately commenced which they -

did not return for some time, but appeared determined .

2o carry the place by assault, as they advanced cheering

one another: the heavy fire obliged them to __reljnqggish,‘theiji

{)_l;an and retreat to the wood, where they. were completea

-sheltered. A twelve pounder was brought to bear upon

the mill, but so badly served, that dyring a cannonade

of two hours and a half, only four shots struck the builds

ing, the ‘gun being within the range of musketry the

artillery suffered severely, and in fact were unahle to take,

aim with any degree of precision. A gun-boat from the-
Isle-aux-Noix, commanded by Lieut. Hicks, R. N. kept

up an incessant fire upon the spot where the American army-

was posted, but from the distance and the ‘height of the,
intervening woods little or no execution was done. The:

two flank companies of thie 13th Regiment arrived from the:
Isle-aux-Noix at half past two o’clock, and were immedi-

ately ordered to charge the enemy in front—they advanced

as far as the wood i line, but the difficulty of marching’

through the snow with a galling fire in front, and on the

left flank; checked the rapidity of their progress, and soon’
compelled them to retire to_the Block house. The grena-.

diers of the Canadian Fencibles and a company of the Vol«

tigeurs just now arriving from Burtonville, Major Hand-’

cock ordered . them to support the flank “companies of the’

13th Regimentin a second charge, to which they advanced’

in column of sections.* The Americans had now concens=

trated their whole force close to the gun, but did not at-

tempt to fire till the British had advanced to within twen-

ty-five yards of their centre, and were completely flanked

on both sides: the first discharge of the enemy was so ef-’
fectually destructive that these companies were entirely brok-

# The force. in the Mill when attacked, was 160 men. The reinforce-
ments” which arrived during the action, amounted to about twe_hundred
men. Some accounts {whici have been considered” prohable) state the A~
merican lass at 13 killed, and 123 wounded and 38 missing.

en
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€uar. en .and compelled to retreat from the woods in the greatest

VII

~ ‘disorder. All attempts to rally them were ineffectual; and

N, ‘they were recalled by the bugle to the Block house: Itis con-

jectured thdt the gun was spiked by the enemy during the
“first charge, as it was not made‘any use of afterwards. The
-Americans exhausted with cold and fatigue, and finding it
impossible to carry the place without heavy artillery which
from the state of the roads, could net be brought forward;
‘withdrew their forces in good order frem the contest at five
o’clock in the afternoon without being pursued in' the re-
treat—The British loss ‘amounted to ten men killed and
four men missing, and two Officers and forty-four: men
wounded. The American loss though considerable, hag:
not been. precisely ascertained. - Having failed in the at-
tempt to carry a Block house scarcely deserving the ap-
pellation of a military post, the enemy fell back upoq
Champlain town, from whence they soon retired to Platts-
burgh. General Wilkinson after this abortive attempt te
vetrieve his military fame, seems to have been removed from
his command, or to have sought a voluntary retirement,
from a service in which he had experienced but disappoint-
went and reverses.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIIIL

IN Upper-Cdnada thé opcuriences duiing the winter were
B ofsmall importance, beirig principilly confined to in<
cursions reciprocally’ practised by’ the troops in advance a:
long the frontiers with various success. One of “the nost
duccessful ‘enterprises effected in ‘the ‘course”of ‘the présent
season, was planned and executed by Captain’ Sherwood;
of the Quarter-Master-General’s Department, That officer
with a subaltern, and a small detachment of twenty rank
and file of the Marines, and ten ‘men of the embodied mis
litia,. under Capt. Kerr, procéeded over the St."Lawrence,
on the night of the 6th of Febutary, from Cornwall'in Up:
] ';r:Canaga;‘ to Madyid, oﬁ"ﬁGfa’sslﬁivér,' “fourteen miles bes
gc'md' the village of Hamilton, ‘and brought: away ‘a consi-
derable’ quantity “of merchandize (having pressed all the
borses and sleighs he could find, for that purpose) plun
dered ‘from British merchants near Cornwall in ‘ Octo-
ber preceding, when on their route to Upper-Canada. Thesé

effects were to have been sold on account of the United

States government, notwithstanding an agreetient for their
restitution entered into on the 10th of November, by Judge
'Ogden and ‘Mr.’ Richardson on' the part - of the United
States, and Lieut. Colonel Morrison and Captain Mulcas-
ter, (Royal Navy,) on the part of the British Government.
The Inhabitants made no opposition to the -seizure and
transportation of these effects, nor did they experiénce any
molgstation from the party, who, at two o’clock on the en-
.suing day returned to their quarters with the most valuable

_CQAE
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of the ‘Merchandize for which they hadproceeded to Ma~

drid.

A slight loss - was experienced in an unsuccessful

effort made by a detachment consisting of the flank
companies of the Royal Scots, and the light company
of the 89th Regiment, under the command of Captain Bars-
den of the 89th, for the purpose of dislodging a strong par-
ty of the enemy who had taken post ‘at ‘Longwcod in the
advance at Delaware town. The enemy had secured them-
selves oii a commanding eminence behind log intrenchments,
and were attacked at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 4th

of March by this force, supported by a flank movement, to
’ R tha
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the right, of a company of militia Rangers under:Captain
Caldwell, with a detachment of the Kent Militia, and a sis
milar movement by a party of Indians to the left. After se.
veral repeated but unsuccessful efforts:to dislodge the ene-
my in a spirited contest of an hour and a half, the troops,
having suffered severely, were withdrawn. The enemy soon
afterwards abandoned- the position. The British lost two
officers and twelve men killed, and three officers and forty-
nine men wounded including an officer and six mén of the
Kent Militia Volunteers, who distinguished themselves on
the occasion; - ' '

. The campaign was opened in-Upper Canada by Sir Gor.
don Drummond and Sir James IL Yeo, under the most
cheering auspices, The American forces along the Lake
Champlain, after leaving small' garrisons at Plattsburgh,
Burlington and Vergennies, moved early in the Spring to-
wards Lake Ontario and the Niagara frontier, witha view of
resuming offensive operations against the Upper Province,
as soon as the fleet at Sacket’s Harbour (considerably aug-
mented during the winter) should be in a state to co-ope-
rate with the land forces. The principal Naval Stores for
the equipment of the fleet were forwarded to Sacket’s Har-
bour by the way of Oswego, and as the British Naval force
at Kingston, strengthened by two additional ships, the Prince
Regentand Princess Charlotte,  were ready to .appear on the
La]%e earlyintheseason, it becamean object of importance to
intercept the enemy’s supplies and by that means retard his
preparations for invasion. An Expedition against Oswego
was therefore determined upon, and General Drummond
having embarked a considerable force consisting of six coms
panies of De Watteville’s Regiment, the light company of
the Glengaries, the second Battalion of the Royal Marines,

- with a detachment of Royal Artillery and two field pieces,

and Miners, set sail from Kingston on the fourth of
and at noon on the following day, made the port of Oswe-
go, when a heavy gale from the North West sprung up, and
obliged the squadron to gain the offing. On the morning
of the-sixth, a landing was effected by about one hundred
and forty of the troops under Lieut. Colonel Fischer; and
two hundred seamen, armed with Pikes,, under the coms-
mand of Captain Mulcaster, R. N. in front -of  a heavy
discharge of round and grape from the battery, and of mus-
ketry from a detachment of about three hundred men of the
’ Aumerican

a detachment of a Rocket company, with a few SaRfers
ay,
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#merican army, .posted on the brow of the hill, and in the 'Cuarp,
skirts of the neighbouring wood. :The British, on landing, - VII.
pressed up the hill towards the enemy’s battery, which the v
‘Americans (upon finding the British determined to carry it ‘1814.
by storm) reiinquished, leaving about sixty men, principally '
wounded. ' -

The Land and Naval Commanders having 'taken posses=
#ion of the stoves found in the Fort and in -its neighbour«
“hood. and having dismantled the fortifications, and destroy-
ed the barracks, re-embarked on the seventh of May, and
returned to Kingston. ' | |

The loss of the British troops. amounted to one Captain
(Holtaway of the Marines) and eighteen mien killed, and
“two Officers and sixty men wounded. That of the Navy
‘amounted to three men killed, and four Officers and seven
Amen wounded. Captain’ Mulcaster, while entering the
‘Fort, at the head of his men; received a_very . severe and
.dangerous wound. Captain Popham  was also severely
‘wounded. - Although the service derived much benefit from
‘this-Expedition, the main object in ~contemplation was not
.accomplished; -the principal part.of the Naval stores being
saved by the enemy, who bad taken the precaution of de-
positing them at the Falls, some miles from Oswego, up the
‘¥iver.

 Theflotilla’ at-the Isle-aux-Noix, under the command
of Captain Pring, proceeded up the Lake Champlain, on
:the ninth.of May ‘with a detachment . of Marines, for the
‘fm‘POSB of capturing or destroying the new vessels recently
Jlaunched at Vergennes, or of intercepting the stores and
‘supplies intended for their armament and equipment. On
the 14th.e Capt.. Pring reached his destination at Qtter
“Creek, ‘but finding the enemy prepared for his reception,
hejadged it-expedient to abandon his intended plan of
-attack, and returned to the-Isle-aux-Noix.-

_ 'The British squadron having for the present a decided
“ascendency on Lake Ontarioy blockaded Sacket’s Harbour,
“in ‘order to-intércept the supplies- which might, from  time
1o time, be forwarded from Oswego, for the equipment of
- the American fleet. On the morning of the 20th of May,
‘a boat ‘Jaden with two 24 pounders and ‘a large cable
* for ene“of the American shiﬁ_s! of war, was:.captured on the

2 o way
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Cuar.  way to Sacket’s Harbour fiom Oswego, fiom whence it had
VIH. sailed in company with fifteen other boats loaded with
»v™ naval and military stores: - This intelligence.induced the
4814. Naval.Commander to dispatch:Captains Popham-and Spils.
bury, with.two gun-boats and_five barges, in quest of the
enemy’s boats, which, these officers ascertained to_have tak-
en shelter in Sandy Creek, whither'they proceeded with the
resolution ‘of capturing or-destroying .them . if: the attempt
should be found practicable. On the morning of the 31st
of May, the boats from:the British squadron entered the
Creck, and: Captains- Popham :and Spilsbury, having re-
connoitred the enemy’s position, deterinined on an immedi.
ate attack, which although aware of the hazard of the en- .
terprise they determined to risk, as the stores in possession
of the enemy were of the ntmost importance to the arma-
ment of their squadron.- The boats advanced cautiously
up the-Creek to within half a mile of the enemy, when par-
ties were: landed .on either bank, who advanced on the
flanks of the.gua-boats,.ta a turning which opened the
enemy’s ‘boats full to their view—1It: was at this juncture,
when, by some accident, a . sixty-eight pounder carronade
in the bow of the foremost gun-boat being disabled, it be-
came necessary to pull her round to bring the 24 pounder
in her stern-to bear upon the enemy. . TT:e.Americans mis-
taking this movement for the commencement of a .retreat
advaiiced with their whole force, consisting of one hundred
and dfty rilemen, near two hundred Indians, and a strong
body of militia and cavalry; who after a short though des-
perate. contest, from which it was impossible to effect a re-
treat, overpawered the British party, consisting of about
two hundred men, of which, it ic said, eighteen were kil-
led and fifty wounded. . Captain Popham in his official des-
patch to Sir James: L. Yeo, on this affair, -acknowledged -
with the warmest gratitude, the humane exertions of the
American Officers of the Rifle Corps commanded by Major
Appling, in saving the lives of many of the officers and
men, whom the Amerjcan soldiers and Indians were devot-
ing to slaughter. ' '

Tnvasion of - The American forces concentrated at - Buffaloe, Black

e, Rock and other places on the Niagara. frontier, under the
Upper-Canu i . age : s URACH L

3, -command of Major _(;r@neral Brown in momentary.expecta-

tion of the co-operation , of the squadron on Lake Ontario,

were ready at the end of June to invade Upper-Canada.

On the morning. of the third_July, the enemy embarked in

o boatg

-
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Boats'and batteaux and effected a landing on the Canada Cuaar.
stde. without opposition,: with -two strong -brigades .under  VIIL.
Brigadiers Scott -and - Ripley, at two . points on the <
shore above and below Fort Erie, each about-a mile distant 1814,
from that post, then under the command of . Major Buck of '
the:8th-Regiment.” That Officer had been active in putting
Fort Erie into a state of defence, and with-a small detachs
ment ‘of about seventy men was left in. charge of it, more
with a view of causing a -temporary:check to an invading
forcey than for the purpose of defending it against a regular
siege, 'which wasnot intended. It would. indeed have been
impossible to maintain Fort Erie for any length of time a~
gawmst: the overwhelming strength of the enemy, but a re-
sistance of even a few hours might have been of material con-
sequence -and have enabled General Riall to have repelled
the ‘invasion at theoutset. The able dispositions which
had been made-of the forces under that Officer, along
ithe - Niagara -line by ‘the direction of 'Lieut. Genera
‘Drummond, who bad anticipated - an invasion at the
point where it commenced, were such, that the least impedi-
ment to the progress. of the invaders would have enabled
General Riall " to.-have concentrated his: troops;. and to
fall upon and disperse the eniemy before they could have time
1o be prepared for an effectual resistance. - Under these cir-  anure of
cumstances, itis much to be regretted; that Fort Erie was Fort Erie.
-tamely surrendered- to the enemy without firing a shot er
‘making evena shew of resistance.—The Aiericans, after the
acquisition of thisimportant post, advanced with confidence
in theafternoon of theensuing day to the Plains adjacent to
‘Chippawa, and were making preparations to carry that
post, when General Riall, to  anticipate - their design,
having- collected his forces, marched on:the evening of the
fifth from his lines-and gave them battle. The. enemy had
much the advantage in numbers and fought with determin- oplattle of
_ ; - O oL 14 . ippawa of
ed bravery.. His right rested on some buildings and ‘or- g ;2P Creox
-chards:;_on the brink of the Niagara and was strongly sup-
-ported by artillery. His left was skirted by a wood witha
cousiderable body of Indians and Riflemen in front. The
-Militia and Indians engaged the eneniy’s riflemen, who, at
Airst checked their advance, but being supported by the’ ar-
rival of the light troops consisting of the light companies
of the Royal Scots ‘and 100th Regiment, with the 2d Lin-
coln militia, under Lieut. Colonel Pearson, they ‘were dis-
lodged’ after a very sharp contest. Two light twenty-four
poundess and-a howitzer were brought-into action againllét

the
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CuAr. the enemy’s right, which was also. engaged by the King's
- VHI. Regiment, while the Royal Scots and 100th Regiment, afier
%\ % deploying with the utmost steadiness, opened a heavy iire
1814. upon his left and advanced to theé charge, with the most ins
trepid gallantry, under a destructive fire.. In_this attempt
they sutfered so severely that it was found necessary 1o
withdraw them and desist from a contest, which from the
great superiority of the enemy’s numbers, must, have been
unavailing. General Riall accordingly fell back upon Chips
pawa in the evening, and to prevent the enemy from ocs
<cupying Burlington ?{eights by a forced march (as-he ins
tended) he threw such reinforcements as he could spare ine
to Forts George, Niagara and Mississaga, and retired 1o
Twenty-Mile Creek, on the route to Burlington, where he
prepared for a vigorous stand against the progress - ot the
-enemy to that post. The American squadron was not how-
ever ready to appear upon the Lake during these occurrens
ces ; a circamstance peculiarly tortunate, as their appears
ance would have so emboldened theirarmy, far superior in
humbers to the British, as probably to have led to ti:e re-
-duction of Forts George and Niagara, The militia under
Lieut. Colonel Dickson, (who was wounded) behaved with
gallantry. 'The British lost six Officers and one hundred
and forty-two men killed, and twenty-six Oflicers (among
them Lieut: Colonel the Marquis of Tweedale; severely) ard
two hundred and ninety-five men wounded, and one Ofii-
cer and forty-five inen missing, The enemy state their loss
at seventy men killed, and nine Officers and two hundred

and forty men wounded, and nineteen missing.

The enemy after thisaffair, gradually advanced zlong the
Niagara, and occupied Queenstown, from whence he.made
demonstrations upon Fort George and Mississaga, but find-’
ing Lieut. Colonel Tucker who had been left in command
of those posts, on the alert, and determined to make a re-
s‘ﬁ!ute defence, he desisted from further attempts:_to carry’
thens.

- General Brown finding a stouter resistance then he ek
pected, fell back upon Queenstown,* from whence on. the

* This it would seem howeveT, was contrary to the orders and instruction of
the ‘general commanding, whe in general orders, expressed his displeasur» at
the circumstance, and desired Lieut. Colonel Stone, commanding at that
village, to retire from the.army in consequence of his conduct. This efficer
was afterwards dismissed the service on acconnt of this business, without a
hearing.---The viilage at Long Poiat, was also reduced to ashes by these in«
cendigries. = , f

’ 20th



S GEorGE PREVOST. I3t

£5th of July, he retreated with his whole forceupon Chips Cuary
pawa, having previously set fire to the village of Saint Da<  VIH.
yid’s, General Riall immediately put his advance in mos @G
tion, and was moving on to support the advance of his di- . 18k
vision, when the enemy wheeled about with a view of over-
powering his forces before they could be assisted by the
reinforcements which were expected to join them. Ge-
neral Drummeond, with Lieut. Colonel Harvey, had tbat.
morning arrived at Fort George, from York. The proceed-
ingswhich immediately succeeded his arrival cannot be more
-concisely and clearly explained than in his own official des-
patch, after the battle of Lundy’s Lane, which is quoted
as the best relation to be found, of that hard fought action,

. €1 embarked on board His Majesty’s schooner Netley,  pattte of
at York, on Sunday evening the 24th instant, and reach- Lundy’s Lane
ed Niagara at day-break the following morning. Find-

.ing from Lieut. Colonel Tucker that Major General Riall

¢ was understood to be moving towards the Falls of Niaga-.

% ra to-support the advance of his division, which he had

pushed on to that place on the preceding evening, I or-

¢ dered Lieut. Colonel Morrison, with the 89th Regiment,

¥ and a detachment of the Royalsand King’s, drawn from

% Forts George and ' Mississaga, to proceedto the same

% point, in order that, with the united force, Tmight -act
¢ against the enemy (posted at Street’s Creek, with his ad-
“ vance at Chippawa) on my arrival, if it should be found
¥ expedient. 1 ordered Lieut. Colonel Tucker, at the
% same time, to proceed on the right bank of the river,
¢ with three hundred of the 41st, and about two hundred
‘ ‘of the-Royal Scots, and a body of Indian Wairiors, sup-
. ported - (on the river) by a party of armed seamen,” un-~
% der Captain' Dobbs, -Royal Navy. The object of this
% movement was to disperse or capture a body of the ene-
¥ my which was encamped at Lewistown. Some unavoida-
% ble delay having occurred in the march of the troops up
% the right bank, the enemy had moved off previous to
“ Lieut. Colonel Tucker’s arrival. I have to express my-
“ self satisfied with the exertions of that officer.

. ¢ Having refreshed the troops at Queenstown, and hav-
“ ing brought acress, the 41Ist, Royals, and Indians, I
“ sent back the 41st and 100th Regiments to form the gar-
“ risons of the Forts George,- Mississaga, and Niagara,
“ under Lieut. €olonel Tucker, and moved, with th.e;‘SQt_h,{

% ang
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and detichments of the Royals and King's, and lighe
company of the 4lIst, in-all about 800 men, to join Ma-
jor General Riall’s division at the Falls, = -

¢ When arrived within a few miles of that position, [
met a report from Major General Riall, that the enemy
was advancing in great force. I immediately pushed
on, and joined the head of Lieut. Colonel Morrison’s co-
Iumm, just as it reached the road leading towards the Beas
ver Dam over the summit of the hill at’ Lundy’s Lane,
Instead of the whole of Major General Riall’s division,
which I expected to have found occupying this position,
I found it almost in the occupation of the enemy, whosé
columns were within 600 yards of the top of .the hil
and the surrounding woods filled with his light troops,
The advance of Major General Riall’s division, consists
ing of the Glengary Light Infantry, and Incorporated
Militia, having commenced their retreat upon Fort
George, I countermanded these corps, and formed the
89th Regiment and the Royal Scots detachments, and
41st light companies, in the rear of the hill, their left rest-
ing on the great road; my two twenty-four pounder brass
field guns a little, advanced in front of the centre on the
summit of the hill ; ‘the Glengary Light Infantry on the
right, the battalion of Incorporated ﬁlilitia, and the de-
tachment of the King’s Regiment -on the left of the
great road ; thzsquadren 19th Light Dragoons in the
rear of the left, on the road. I had scarcely completed
this formation, when the whole front was warmly and
closely engaged. The enemy’s prineipal efforts were di-
rected against our left and centre. Afier repeated attacks,

the troops on the leff were partially forced back, and

the ecnemy gained a momentary possession -of the road,

- This gave him, however, no material advantage, as the

troops which had been forced back formed in the rear of
the 80th Regiment, fronting the road, and securing the
flank. It was during this short interval that Major Ges
neral Riall, having received a severe wound, was inter-
cepted as he was passing to the rear, by a party of the
enemy’s cavalry, and made prisoner. In the centre, the
repeated and determined attacks of the enemy were met
by the #¥Gith Regiment, the detachments of the Royals
and King's, and the light company of the 41st Regiment,
with the most perfect-steaciness and intrepid gallantry,
and the enemy was constantly repulsed with very. hfavy

“ loss,
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« Joss. In‘'sodetermined’'a'manner were these attacksdi- CHAP
¢« rected against our guns, that ourartillery men were bayo- VIII

¢ neted by the enemy in theactof loading, and the miizzles > 2
“ of the enemy’s guns were advanced within a few yards of - 181&
“ owr’s. Thedarkness of the night, during this extra-

% ordinary conflict, occasioned several uncommon inci-

§¢ derits : our troops having’ for a moment been: pushed

% back, some of our guns remained for a few minutes in

& the enemy’s hands; they were, however; not only quickly

¢ recovered, but the two pieees, a six pounder and a five

% and & halfinch howitzer, whieh the enemy had ‘brought

¢ up, were captured by us, together with several tumbrils;

¢ and in limbering up ourguns at one period, one of the

% enemy’s six pounders was pitt, by mistake, upon'a lime

% ber of our’s, and one of our six pounders limbered  on

% pne of‘his; by which means the pieces were exchanged;

¢ and thus; though we captured two of his guns, yet, as

¢ he obtained ane of our’s, we have gained only one gun,

-

¢ About nine o’clock (the action having commenced at
% six) there was a short. intermission of -firing, during
¢ which it appears the enemy was employed in bringing
$ up the whole of his remaining force, and he shortly afe
% terwards renewed his attack with fresh troops, but was
¢ every where repulsed with equal gallantry and success,
¢ About this period the remainder of Major-General Riall’s
¢ division, which had been ordered to retire on the ads
¢ vance of the enemy, consisting of the 103d Regiment,
¢ under Colonel Scott; the head-quarter division of the
¢ Royal -Scots; the head-quarter division of the 8th (or
¢ King’s;) flank companies 104th; some_detachments’ of
¢ militia, under Lieut. Colonel Hamilton, Inspecting Field«
¢ Officer, joined thetroops engaged; and I placed them in
§ a second line, with the exception of the Royal Scots,
¢ and flank ‘companies 104th, with which I prolonged my
¢ front line on the right, where I was apprehensive of tie
¢ enemy’s out-flanking'me. The enemy’s efforts to carry
% thehill were continued until about midnight, when he lhad
¢ g ffered so severely from the superior steadiness and dise
% cipline of his Majesty’s troops, that he.gave up the cone
% test, and retreated with great precipitation to his camp
-% beyond the Chippawa. On' the following'day he abane
¢ doned his camp, threw the greatest part of his bagpage,
¢ cimp-equipage, and provisions into th: Rapids; and have
€ ing set live to Street’s Mills and destroyed the bridae ag

| B % Chipe
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¢ Chippawa, continued his retreat in great disorder tow
¢ wards Fort Erie, My light troops, cavalry, and Indians,
"¢ are detached in pursuit, and to harass his retreat, which
¢ [ doubt not he will continue until he reaches his own.
& ghore.

€ The loss sustained by the enemy in this severe action
¢ cannct be estimated at less than fifieen hundred men,
¢ including several hundreds of prisoners left in our hands;
¢ his two commanding Generals, Brown and Scott, are
% said to be wounded; his whole force, which has never
¢ been rated at less than five thousand, having been en-
¢ gaged. Enclosed, I have the honour to transmit a re-
¢ turn of our loss. which has been very considerable.

" ¢ The number of troops under my command did not for

¢ the first three hours exceed sixteen hundred men; the
¢ addition of the troops under Colonel ‘Scott did not ins
¢ crease it to more than two thousand eight hundred of e-
¢ very description.” S

In this action Major General Riall having been severely
wounded, was, while retiring intercepted, and made pri~
soner by a party of the enemy’s cavalry who hac obtained
a momentary possession of the road on the left of the Bri-
tish line, by whichthe General was retiring. :

-General Drummond received a severe wound in his neck,
from. 2 musket ball. 'He: however concealed the circums
stance from the troops, and remained on the ground, cheer-
ing on his men until the close of the action. - Lieut., Co-.
lonel Morrison of the 89th Regiment, Lieut. Colonel Pear-
son, Gaptain Robinson, of the King’s Regiment, (com-
manding the -militia,) with several other officers. of merit
were severely wounded. The bravery of the Militia on this
occasion, could not have been-excelled by the most resolute
Veterans. ~ General Drummond, and other Officers of rank,
have been known to express their astonishment and admis
ration at the determined resistanice which they for some
time maintained, against the overwhelming force of the ene-
my.-—-—Nothing‘could have been more awful and impressive
than this mid-night contest. -The desperate charges,of the
enemy were succeeded by a dead silence, interrupted on-
ly by the groans of the dying, and the dull. sounds of the
stupendous Falls of -Niagara, while the adverse lines
were now apd then dimly discerned through the moonlight,

by
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by the dismal gleam of their arms. These anxious ‘pauses

were succeeded by a blaze of musketry along the lines and

by a repetition of the most desperate charges from the ene-

my, which the- British received with the most unshaken -

firmness. The American loss, by their own statement,
amounted to one hundred and 'sixty rank and tile killed
including twelve officers; and five hundred - and ‘seven-
teen wounded, including fifty officers, among them Gener-
als Brown and Scott. The command of the'Ameriean.
forces in the absence of Geenerals Brown and Scott, who re-
tired for the recovery of their wounds, devolved upon
General Ripley, the enemy retreated on the 27th, with -his
whole force to Fort Erie, and threw up intrenchments
in the neighbourhicod of that Fort to secure himself against
the British, who immeciately invested their works. General
‘Gaines, in the mean time, proceeded from Sacket’s Har<
bour and assumed the command at Fort Enrie,

On the 1st of August the American fleet sailed from Sacs.
ket’s Harbour, and afier looking into Kingston, saited
for, the head of the Lake; from whence he soon return-
‘ed to port, upon finding the ariny far from being in-a state
‘to’ co-operate, ‘cooped up at Erie, and incapable of Lold-
ingany direct communication with the naval force on Lake
‘Ontario, o '

The successful result of an enterprise by Captain Dobbs,
‘of the Royal Navy, in capturing in the night of the 12th
of Augnst, with his gig and some batteaux, (conveyed over
Jand trom the Niagara river.) two of the enemy’s schooners,
‘the Obio and Somers, lying close toFort Erie for the pur-
pose of flanking the approaﬁxes_ to the fort; each mounting
‘three long twelves, with' complements of thirty-five men,
‘gave spinit to the army. ~General Drummond, after having
‘reconinoitred the énemy’s position determined to storm the
Awmerican ‘intrenchments. He accordingly aopened a bittery
‘on the morning of the thirteenth, and on the ensuing day
finding that a material effect had been produced upon their
works, he made the necessary preparations for an assault.
Three columns were in the night of the fourteenth put in
movement ; one under the command of' Lieut. Colonel Fischer
of De Wattevilles Regiment, consisting of the 8th and
" De Watteville’s Regiments, the flank companies of the 89th
and 100th Regiments, with a detachment of artillery. A-
-nothet under Lieut. Colonel Drummond, of the 104th Regi-

- 823 ment,

VAL

Assavlt upoh
Fort Liie.



Cuav:
Vill.

1814, -

138 - ADMINISTRATION OF

ment, .consisting of the flank companies of the 41st and
104th Regiments, and a body of seamen and marines, under
Captain Dobbs, R. N. and the third: under Colonel Scott
of the 103d, Regiment, consisting of his own Regiment,
supported by two companies of the Royals. 'The first of
these columns was ordered to attack and turn the left of
the enemy’s intrenchment on the side of Snake Hill, while
the two other columns were to attack the Fort and the
right of their intrenchments. Colonel Fischer’s column
bad . gained the point of attack two hours before day-
Yight, and the head of the column had actually gained pose
session of the enemy’s batteries, but the column of support
in marching too near the Lake, entangled themselves be-
tween the racks and the water, and were, by the repulse
of the flank companies of the King’s Regiment, (which, for
want of timely support were campelled to retire upan them,)
thrown into utter confusion, and suffered mostseverely by the
firc of theenemy. The two other columns advanced as soon as
thefiringupon Lieut. Colonel Fischer’s column washeard,and
at the same moment stormed the Fort and intrenchments og
the right, and after a desperate resistance succeeded in make
ing alodgment in-the Fort, through the embrasures of the De-
mi-Bastion. The enemy took to-a stone building which
thev maintained with determination for  upwards of an
hour and a half, against the guns of the Demi-Bastion,
which the British had turned against them, until some
ammunition under the platform on which the guns, were
placed, taking fire (whether accidentally or by design, is
not well understood) a most tremendous explesion ensued,
by which, almost all the troops who Lad entertd the Fort,
‘were dreadfully mangled. An immediate panic was coms
.municated among the troops who could neither be rallied
by the surviving officers nor be persuaded that the explo-
sion was accidental, The enemy after having repulsed
Lieut. Colonel. Fischer’s column had ordered reinforce-
aments from the left and centre of their lines, to the assise
tance of the Fort, who taking advantage of the darkness
and confusion of the moment, pressed forward with a heayy
and destructive fire, and compelled the assailants to retire
from the works they had sc gallanily carried,

. In this assault the loss of the British was most severely
Aelt. Colonels Scott and Drummond, fell, while storming
.the warks, at the head of their respective columns.. Four
Officers and ffty-four men were returned .as killed, and
AT ) twentys
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twenty-four Officers and two hundred and éighty-five men
~wounded. The missing were reported at nine Officers and

Cua®;
VIII.

five hundred and thirty men, afterwards ascertained to have ‘™ g#

been principally killed. The American statement of their
own loss, makes it eighty-four in killed, wounded and
fnissing. | '

General Drummond was reinforced a day, or two after
this assault by the arrival of the 6th and 82d Regiments;
from Lower-Canada. 'T'his reinforcement was however no
more than barely sufficient to supply the recent ecasualties,
and General Drummond did not with the small force under
his command deem it expedient to hazard a second attempt
to recover Fort Erie, but by continuing its investment he
cut off all' communication with-the adjacent Country, and
in .compelling the enemy to draw his resources from his
own countyy rendered the occupation of that Post for the
remainder of the campaign of no service to the invaders.

. Michillimakinac contrary to the expectation of the enemy
had, early in the Spring, been reinforced with a detachment
of troops and seamen, under Lieut. Colonel- M¢Douallk
T'his Officer proceeded by way of the Nottawasaga River, and
after having for several days struggled against the ice, and
tempestuous weather which at this season agitates Lake
Huron, arrived at his destination on the 18th of May with
his open canoes loaded- with Provisions and Stores for the
yelief of the garrison, '

From Michillimakinac, Lieut. Colonel M¢‘Douall dis-
patched Lieut. Colonel- M‘Kay of the Indiam Department
at the commencement of July, with a force of six hundred
“and fifty men (of which 120 were Michigan Fencibles, Ca-
nadian Volunteers and Officers of the Indian Department,
the remainder, Indiang) to reduce the Post of Prairie du
Chicn on the Mississipi. Lieut. Colonel M‘Kay arrived at
that place on the 17th July. Here he found the enemy m
©ccupation of a small Fort situated on a height, ‘with two
Block-Houses mounting six pieces of cannon, and in the
widdle of the Mississipi immediately in front of the Fort, a

arge gun-boat mounting fourteen pieces of small artillery.
-Lieut. Colonel M‘Kay sent a flag' of truce, demanding an
Immediate surrender. This being refused, he opened a fire
from one gun upon the enemy’s gun-boat with such effece
‘after an action -of ‘three hours, as-ta compel her to cut Slét
‘ cable

1814
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Quar. cableand run'down the stream, where she took shelter un.
VIII. deran Island. -In the evening of the 19th, Lieut. Colonel

- m~= M:Kay having thrown .up his breast works at the distance
i814. offour hundred and fifty yards, was prepared to open a can-
nonade upon-the -enemy, with a single gun which he had
mounted ior the purpose, when the enemy hoisted a white

flag and sent an Officer to acquaint the, besiegers of their
surrender, who immediately took possession of the gar-

rison. - The enemy’s force consisted of three Officers

and 71 men.' The reduction of this Post which  wag

effected  without the loss of a single man was of the utmost
importance to the British Traders and eflectually secured

 the British influence over the Indian tribes of the West. -

- The enemy upon ascertaining that Michillimakinac had
~ been-reinforced fitted out an Expedition which was ‘put
.under the command of Lieut. Colonel Croghan. A de:
E;p?ditioya- tachmeut of this force under the command of Major Holmes;
l‘;;ﬂg‘é";; an unteeling miscreant®* proceeded to Saint Marie’s where
the Americans after plundering. the whole of the' stores belonging to the
' " North West Company, they reduced the buildings to ashes:
The main body after it had been-joined by this detachment
consisted -of about nine hundred men. ~ This ‘force cffected
a landing near:the Fort of Michilimakinac on the 4th of
-Angust in the forenoon, but the spirited opposition which
1t experienced from the handful of men under Lieut. Colo+
‘nel M‘Donali was such as to coinpel them to re-embark;
leaving seventeen men dead on the shore, among:them Ma«
jor Holimes, ' ‘

Though the enemy had failed in this attempt to carry
Michillimakinac, they kept their small cruisers in the neigh-
‘bourhood so asto intercept all supplies destined for the gar-
ison.” Two of these vessels 'the"i:igx‘eés and Scorpion weie
carried (the former on the evening of the &d, and the latter,
in the morning of the 5th of September) by a small party of

‘Seamen under Lieut. Worsley R N: and a party of Sok
diérs under Lieut: Bulger of the Royal 'Newfouridland -Re-
giment. “They carried each a long 24 pounder on a Pi-
wot with complements of! thirty-two men. After their cap-
ture, Michillimakinac was left unmolested. ‘
S { is reléted éxr_mhg other traits of their cruelty, that these Brigan‘ds\havilng
aade vse of a horse all day in'carting the plunder, tied him ‘whilst harnes-
_sed in-the cart to-a Awellirg - House, which ihey set on firé, and>amused them-

selves in admiing the unavailing efforts of the poor animal to extricate. jtislf
‘from the fldmes,” S
: Durng-
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- During these'events in Upper Canada, Lienténant Gene- Ciza v}
fal Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, then Lieutenant Governor  VIHE.
in Nova Scotia, was successfully ‘engaged in reducing a « it
“very populous and extensive portion of the enemy’s territo- 1814
ties adjacent to the Province of New-Brunswick. He de<
tached a small force from Halitax, under Lieut. Colonel
,I’ilkil‘lgton, which, with ‘the Ramilies, commanded by Si¢
' Thomas Hardy, took possession, on the 11th July of Moosé
Island in Passamaquoddy Bay, ~the garrison at Fort Sule
livan consisting: of six Officers and eighty men under the
‘command of Major Putnam surrendering themselves prison=  guerations
ers of 'war. On the 26th of ~August, Sir John C. Sher- by Sir.Johi C,
brooke having.embarked at Halifax, the whole of his dis. Sherbrooke.
poseable forces on board of ten Transports, set sail accome
anied by a small squadron, under Rear Admiral Griffiths
E)_r Castine on the Penobscot River, where he arrived on the
Ist September and took possession of the Batteries at that

lace’; the enemy finding it impossible o retain the post,
having previously blown up the Magazine and retreated
with the field . pieces. : The United ‘States’ Frigate Adamsy
had some days previous to the arrival of .the British at Cas-
tine, run into' the Penobscot and for security had gone
up as-far as Hamden, where her guns had beenlanded and
2 position taken, with a view of protecting her. Capt. Barrie
of the Dragonwith a suitable naval force, and 600 picka
ed men, under the command of Col. John of the 60th ]gegt;
were .detached up the River for the 'Furpose of obtaining
possession or destroying the Adams. The enemy who at firsg
offered a' spirited resistance, after setting fire to the F rigate,
fled in all directions upon finding the British resolutely
advancing -against their positions.  Several pieces of ord-
nance ang iﬁree stand of colours fell into the hands of the
British whose loss amounted to no more than one man kills
ed and. one Officer and seven men wounded.

After the capture of Castine, Lieut..Colonel Pilkington
was dispatched ‘with a brigade of troops for Machias which
was taken-possession of on the 11th September by that Offi-
cer; the detachment in Fort O‘Brien having on the ap--

‘proach of the British, precipitately retreated from the Fort,;
ﬁaving twenty-six pieces of ordnance with a quantity of
small arms and ammunition. Lieut. Colonel Pilkington
was on the point of marching into the interior of the Coun-.
try when he received a communication from Lieat. General

- Brewer, commanding the District, engaging that the rxfx'nlltga.

‘ ovees
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©nar. forces within-the County dffWasliivngtdn should Aot bear

Vil
18 t&c

arms or serve against His Britannic Majesty during the war,

This, with a:similar offer made by the Civil Officers and
principal inhabitants of the County, brought on a cessation
of arms, - By these judicious' measures a populous-extent of
territorystretching one hundred miles along the sea coast, ins
cluding a valuable tract of Country partly separating New-.
Brunswick from Lower-Canada, passed under the doninion
of the British arms witheut: effusion-of blood or the-leasy
waste of treasure. o

Among the casialties in advance along the Lines on the
Montreal frontier in the course of the present Summer, the
death of Captain Mailloux deserves to be remembered,
This brave Canadian had been remarkably vigilant and was
of essential service in watching the movements -of'the ene«
my. He fell while on a reconnoitring party, into the hands
of the enemy, who had laid in ambush for him—He receiv-
ed several balls through the body of which he languished
some days, receiving however the greatest- attention from
the American Surgeons, as well as from those of the Bri-
gish, who were allowed by -the enemyto cross the lines to
attend Kim. The body after his decease. was sent to'the
lines escorted- by a party of the American Military with the
honors of war, and every mark of respect for the memory of

the deceased,

The arrival of a strong reinforcement of near sixteen thou.
sand men from the Garonne, of -the Duke of Wellington’s
armv-in July and August determined Sir Geox'ie Prevost
to invade the state of New-York by way of Lake Cham-
plain. The fotilla at Isle-aur- Noix was ne_zcessal'éto co-
operate with the land forces, and the Commissary General
and Quarter-Master General, in order to expedite the new
Frigate (the Confiance) were directed to suspend every o-
ther branch of the public Service which interfered with-its
equipment. Sir James L. Yeo was urged by the Comnman-
der of'the. Forces (early in August) to put this division ,of
his command into an effective state, for the contemplated
Service. . In answer to this, he was acquainted by the
Commodore, that the squadron on Lake Champlain was al-
ready ninety men over compleat, and immediately supersed-
ed’ Captain Fisher, who with much exertion had al-
most prepared the flotilla for active service.'appointing Cap-
tain Bownie from the Lake Oniario squadron in his’st%-,lcll. ,

%
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The ‘Commander of the Forces disappoirnitedin not receiving
“a reinforcement of Seamen _from Lake Ontario, applied to
‘Admiral Otway. and Captain Lord James O‘Brien then at_

Quebec who furnished a strong reinforcement from their

respective Ships (the Ajax and Warspite) for the service of
the Flotilla,”

Sir George Prevost “having serit to Upper-Canada, a bri
gade of treops under Major-General Kempt, who was au-
thorized to” make a descent upon Sacket’s Harbour before
the close of the Season, if such a measure should be
thought pricticable, “‘concentrated his army between La-
‘prairie'and Fort Chambly; under the immediate command
of Major-General De Rottenburgh._ Although the floiilla
ivas scarcely reidy to co-operate, finding that a sttong divi=
sion of'thé enemy’s torces under General Izard, had marchs
td from Plattsburgh toreinforce thee troops at Fort Erie, he
§n order to cheek the advance of this-division; put his army
in movement and' crossed the lines at Odeltown, on the
first of September.. On the third he advanced and. occu-
pied Champlain Town, which the enemy abandoned upon

is approach. ‘ ’

~ From this pointthé whole British force marched on the4th
in two columns, by parallel roads upon Plattsburgh through
a woody Country. The column advancing by the western
road, (more elevated and on drier ground than the road
hext the lake, which was low and swampy,) com-
manded by Major . Generals Power and Robinson, was
smartly opposed by the enemy’s militia.. It however drove
the enemy back upon” Plattsburgh on the sixth, and open~
ed the way for the left Brigade, commanded by Major. Ge=
nieral Brisbane by Dead Creek, a strong position upon the,
border of Lake Champlain, which the enemy had occupied
in force, after destroying a bridge over the streant, which
in this place was not fordable, having so distributed
their gun-boats, (ten in number, six of which carried eacl
onelong twenty-four, and an eighteen pounder catronade,
the others a long twelve each,) as to take the British in
flank on.their approach. The American squadron consisting
of the Ship Saratoga of 26 guns, Brig Eagle; 20 guns,
Schiooner "Y'iconder'ogai 17 guns, and the Cutter Preble of 'i
gns, lay anchored in the Bay, then within reach of the pro=
tection of three batteries and redoubts, on a ridge of land on
the south of the Saranac: River. .This position being turne

eds
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Cuar. ed, the enemy fell back upon their redoubts be¥ond the Sas

"VIII. ranac, keeping a vigilant outlook upon the

181

h

ords of the
river with strong picquets of light troops. - On the seventh
the heavy artillery being brought forward, eligible situations
-were chosen to place them in battery, when it was observed
that thesquadron had changed their position from that of
the preceding day, and were anchored out of reach of their
own, as well as of the British batteries. The Commander of
the Forces had previously- acquainted - Captain Downie,
who was moving gradually up the lake, with his flotilla,
himself in the Confiance rather unprepared for action,
with a crew entirely strangers to her officers) of the position
ofthe American squadron; and that theattack by land and
water might be simultaneous, he deferred an attack upon
their works until the arrival of the squadron: 'This resoln-
tion (it is said) was adopted with the unanimous concurrence
of the General Officers present. - The escape of the enemy’s
fleet to the narrow channels at the head of the lake might
render it impracticable to engage them with any prospect of
success: afinal decision of the naval ascendency, on the lake
at the "present juncture, was therefore of the utmost impor-
tance to the ulterior operations of the army, and the expedi-
ency of such a measure was universally acknowledged, parti-
cularly as the strongest.confidence prevailed in-the superior-
ity of the British vessels, their weight of metal, and in the
capacity and experience of their officers and crews; and as
the. Commander of thefoices was informed by an officer of
his Staff who had beenr dispatched to Captain Downie,. that
he (Capt. D.) considered himself with his own vessel alone
{the Confiance,) a match for thie whole American squadron,
At midnight on the 9th of September, Sir George Prevost
received a communication from Capt. Downie, stating that
e was prepared for service, and proposed getting under
weigh with his squadron the same night at twelve o’Clock,
with the infention of doubling .Cumberland Head (at the
enitrance of Plattsburgh Bay,) about day break and enga-
ging the eneémy’s squadron if anchored in a position t6 jus-
€ify such a measuré. The troops at dawn of day were un-
der arms, -but there being no appeararice of the fleet at the
gxpected hour, they were sent into quarters. - Sir George
wiote a note to.Captain Downie, acquainting him that the
armv had been held inreadimess that morning for the ex-

3
3

})ected arrival, and expressing his hopes that the wind only’
|

ad delayed .the approach of the squadron. The brave

- Downie, wlto to the noble ‘and manly virtues -charac-
: > , ‘

feristic
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tevistic of his profession, united the nicest sense of honor, is
‘said to have been fired with indignation at the reflection con-’
veyed in the note. No communication subsequent to that of
‘the Oth was, however, received from him at Head-Quarters.
At the dawn of day on the I1th, the wind being observed to
‘be favorable for the advance of the-squadron, the troops were
put under arms, and at seven o’clock its approach was an-
nounced by thé scaling of theguns of the Confiance, which
rounded Cumberland Head with a leading breeze, leaving the

Cuar.
Vil
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‘other vesselsand gun-boats far in her ‘wake.' At 8 o’ciack the -

whole fire of the enemy’s squadron, moored in line, was
directed upon the Confiance, - which moved gallantly into
‘action withont returning a shot, (Captain Downie intend-
Ing to lay his ship athwart hause of the enemy’s largest ship)
nntil within two.cable lengths of the American line, when,
‘having two anchors shot away and the wind baffling, she
came to anchor, and opened a destructive fire ypon the ene-
my. ‘T'he Linnet and Chub, some time afier, took their
Btations at a' short distance, but the Chub having had Ther
cabies, bowsprit, -and main boom shot away, became un=
manageableand drifting within the enemy’s-iine was obliged
‘to swirender.” Shortly after -the commencement of the tirg
from the Confiance, ger gallant commander fell, and the
.command of the squadron devolved upon Captain Pring of
the Linuet. The Coufiance, after the fall of Capt. Downie,
fought for some time nost gallantly under the command
oi Lieut. Robertson, but was compelled to strike her colouys
to thie epemy’s ship. the Saratoga, which at one moment had

slacikeéned her fire, several of her guns being dismounted ; she

however, cut lier cable, winded her larboard broadside so as
to bear on the Confiance, which, being much shattered in her

-

‘hull and injured inher rigging, endeavoured in vain to effect

the same manceuvre.  The Finch' struck on a reef of rocks
to the eastward of Crab Island early in the action, and was

ofno service in the engagement. The Linnet only remained;

but Capiaii\ Pring finding that the gun-boats had shames
fally abandoned the object assigned to them, and were fly-
ing from thescene of action, while not a hope remained of
retrieving the disasters of the day, his men falling fast, was
reluctantly compelled to give the painful orders to strikc'the
coloprs; The fire on 'both sides proved very destructive
from the lizht airs "and the smoothness of the water
the -British loss in killed and wounded was 129, of which
3. officers "aud 38 men were killed and one officer and 9
men wounded on beard of the Confiance,

T2 The
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- The batteries on shere were put into operation against the
enemy’s line of fortifications, as soon as the enemy’s ships,
commenced firing. As the approach to the front of their
works was rough and exposed to a fire of grape and musket-
ry, as.well as to a flank fire from a Block-House, a column-
of assault, under Major-General Robinson, was ordered to
move by the rear of their bivouacs, the better to concea)
their movements and cross a ford previously reconnoitred
some distancé up the Saranac ; thence to penetrate through -
a wood to a clear space of ground in the vicinity of the cne- |
my’s position, - where the necessary preparations might be

made to carry their works by assault on their reverse front,

. The second brigade under Major-General Brisbane, was
so distributed as to create a diversion in favor of the column
under Major General Robinson, which, through the mis.

- take of theguides, had 'been led upon a wrong path and miss-

ed the ford. Before the error wasrectified by a countermarch,
shouts of kuzzek were distinctly heard by this columnin the
direction of the American works, To have carried these
fortifications would have been no difficult task for the brave
troops composing this column, but . their attainment aftey
the loss of the squadron could not have been attended with.
any permanent advantage, Orders were therefore sent ta
General Robinson (whe upon hearing the shouts had halt-
ed and sent to Head-Quarters to ascertain the cause and to
receive such further orders from the Commander of the Fore
<ces as were necessary) to return with his column. The loss
of the squadron gave the enemy the means of conveying

-~ their troops to such points as might be deemred expedient,

and the numerous reinforcements which momently crouded
In,.gave them a great disposeable force, whose superiority
In numbers was such that a delay of a few hours miglit

“have placed tlie British.in a critical situation. So circume

stanced, the army indignant at being obliged to retire bes -
fore an enemy their inferior in discipline and: renown, fell
back pon'Chazyin the evening with little molestation from
the Americins. » On the "ensuing day they continued their
Tetreat towards the lines, bringing away such. of the ords
nance and commissariat stores as had not been injured by
the rain, whicli, from theé commencement of the jnvasion and
during the'retreat of the army, had been almost incessant,

Thus terminated the luckless and humiliating 9xped_iti’on
to Plattsburgh, with theloss of ‘the squadron, " (the Gun=~
- ' : 'ibbats‘;‘
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boats, " owing to’ the misconduct of the- officer- in com-
mind, excepted,*) and five hundred men of the land forcesin
killed wounded and missing.

- The unfortunate result of this expedition irritated the ar-
my, which felt itself humiliated in being compelled to re-
tire before an enemy which they had been tgught to disdain.,
The Naval Commander in the Canadas, in his official
Jetter to: the Admiralty did not scruple to attribute the

.Yoss of the lake squadron-to the misconduct of the Comman-
der of the Forces, The opinion of that officer remote from.
the place of action, and of which he had no.local knowledge,
must necessarily have relied upon the statements of o-
thers; and when we consider the yariance in the velation of
facts as given by those immediately concerned; an imp::u{_ti&%v
person will pause in forming an opinion. In justification of
tie conduct of Captain Downie it has been said that he was
huwried into action before his ship was in a'state to mweet the
enemy, and that the Commander of the Forces failéd te-
give thepromised co-operation to thefleet, by nat commenc-

-ing an assault on thebatteries upon a signal given by the
Confiance,in consequence of which the'whole attention of tie

enemy was directed against the Fleet. That if the land
batterics-had been assaulted in time, the American flest
would have been' compelled to leave the bay, when they
might have been attacked by the- Britich squadron' on the
open lake to much better advantage.” On the other hand it
has been urged that.Captain Downie, 56 far from being hure-.
ried into action, entertained the fullest confidence in the
superiority of his squadron, and that he felt equally certain
of success whether he should meet the enemy on the open
Lake, or :attack them at anchor in_Plattsburgh Bay. That
there was no signal agreed upon bétween the Commander
of the land forces and aapta'in-Down'ie; and that thecircum-
stance of his scaling the guns was considered by the former
as no more than the usual precaution before the commences

‘ment of a naval action. 'That the storming.of the works
on shore could not have been of any service to the British
squadron, as the "American ships during the action, weve
moored out of range of the land batteries. That it would
have been imprudent to have carried the American batteries
pefore the naval ascendency should have been decided, as

' * This Gentleman soon afier his disgraveful Rfight from the naval'action at

. Plattshurgh, disappeared, while under arrest, preparatory .to. his wial by.a
Baad Cowt Martial. © - frest, preparatory |
the
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Puar. theenemy’s squadron, after such an event, by retiring te
. 'VIILI. the narrows in the Lake before the Biitish squadron shouid
&~ have been off Plattsburgh to intercept tlieir retreat, -might
4814.  have secured themselves against every tuture effort 1o attack

them to advantage. Amidst the contradictory relations of
facts and diversity of opinions; which have been given from
respectable authority, spectatorsof the event, it 15 difiicult
to say what were the grand errors which occasioned the fai-
Ture of the expedition to Plattsburgh, or whether it may not,
be considered as one of those misfortunes incidental to wars
fare which human prudence can neither foresee nor prevent,
It is confidently asserted of Captain Dowunie, that he thougit
himself with his singie ship, the Contiance, a maich for tiie
whole American squadron, and when we advert to the ciiy
cumistance of his having gone as it were singly.inio action;
while the other vessels, particularly the Gun-buats, in his
squadron, were far in his wake, there is room w0 believe
that this gallant officer fell a victim to a failacious coniie
dence of success, which, after consecrating his life-to 1t,
We cannot but respect, " ‘

~ 'The decease of Sir George Prevost, before a Military
Cowrt Martial could investigate the charges prefeived agaiust
him, renders it impossible to speak with any degree of cér-
tainty on the general propriety of his conduct ¢n that expe-
dition : but it seems to be generally admitted by those who
are supposed most capable of forming a correct opinion on
the subject, that after the loss of the squadron his situaticn
tn the enemy’s country, must have been extremely precari-
ous; and that although he might without any great exertion
have carried all the enemy’s works at Platesburgi, their
momentary occupation, which weuld have cost him some
blood, would have been utterly useless.

Sortieat Fort 'L'he enemy at Fort Erie, on hearing the result of the ex-
Exie. - pedition to Plattsburgh, and aware that the Britsh in their
neighbom‘hood ‘had not been recently reinforced, made a

sortie in the afternoon of the seventeenth of Sepiember, and

attacked the British lines extending through a thick wood,

with their whole force consisting of upwards of five thou-

sand men. At the onset they gained some advantage, ha-

ving from the thickness of the weather, (the rain pouring in

torrents) succeeded in turning the right of the British line

of picquets without, being perceived, -and after a warm con-

test, obtained possession of two batteries, As scon.as tie

‘ ; aiarm



Sik Georee PrEevosr.. 147

glarm was. given, reinforcements were sent forward, who Cuar.
drove the enem from the works, of which they had gained VI
_possession,. and pursued themi to the glacis of Fort™ Erie, @™V~
whither they retired with precipitation, with theloss (by 1814
their own accounts) in killed,wounded and missing, of five
hundred and nine men, including eleven officers killed and
twenty-three wounded. 'The British loss amounted to three
officers and one hundred and twelve men killed, seventeen
officers and one hundred and sixty one men wounded, and
thirteen officers and three hundred and three men missing :
making a total of 609 officers and men, o

. General Drummond, after this affair, finding his troops
encamped in alow situation, now rendered very unhealthy
‘'by the late constant rains, growing sickly, raisecthe invest-
ment of Fort Erie, and f'e%il back upon Chippawa, on the
evening of the 2Ist of September, without molestation
by the enemy. ) :

_ Sir James L. Yeo, after much ',exert'ion, completed the
Saint Lawrence, a new ship of 100 guns, and on the 16th
October, sailed from Kingston for the head of the lake with
@ reinforcement of troops and supplies for the army, Com-
modore Chauncey having previously retired to Sacket’s Har-
bour, on hearing that the British squadron was prepared for
the lake. General Brown finding the American squadron
incapable of co-operating with him, came to the resolution
of evacuating Fort Erie, which he accordingly did on the
5th November, after calling in his out-posts and destroying
the whole works at that post, and retired across the Niaga-
ra fo his own territory, leaving the wearied Inhabitants of
the Upper Province orice more to their repose. o

The American army throughout the present eampaign
evinced a character and an improved state of discipline far
beyond what might have been expected from. such raw ma-
terials. The barbarous conduct of a few desperadoes who
occasionally made incursions into the western parts of Up-
per Canada disgraced however the reputation which their re-
gular army had acquired in the estimation of the British,
ever ready to acknowledge merit in a virtuous enemy. The
Villages ot Dover, and Port Talbot were destroyed by
these ruthless barbarians in the course of the Summer:
but the devastation which marked the course of a horde of
mounted Brigands from Kentucky, under Brigadier: General

' ‘ M’ Arthur,
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MArthur, iA -the month of November excerded every
thing. The Country through which they passed was given
up to indiscriminate plunder : the settlements wete reduced
to ashes, and the miserable inhabitants were left to perish
with cold and hunger. This band of ruffians was acrested
in its progress, on attempting to cross the Grand River by
a party of the 103d Regiment and a few Indian Warriors;
and ‘their speedy retreat before a party of the 15¢th Light
Dragoons saved them from exemplary chastisement. They

‘inade good their retreat to Detroit from whence they had

set out on this excursion.

The troops and embodied militia in the Yower Province
Were sent into winter quarters on the tenth of Necember.

General Ditummond and Sir James L. Yeo, aftér the cam:

paign had ended in Upper Canada came down to Montreal
to concert meusures with the Commander of the Forces for

.the ensuing ¢ampaign, in the event that the negociations then
fo) L p te] (o]

carrying on at Ghent should not terminate in 2 Peace. The
creation of a naval force on Lake Hivon in the ensuing sea-
son was determined upon by these Officers a8 a place afford-
ing much greater security for the construction of vessels
thanLake Erie, where the enemy possessing the dominion of
the Lake could at any time destroy them.

The House of Assembly met on the 21st January. M.
Pariet having been called up to the Legislative Conncil,
Joseph L. Papineau, Esquire, was elected Speaker of the
Assembly. The militia Act was revised and amended by
admitting substitutes. A Grant of new Duties upon Tea,
strong Spirits, and on Goods sold at Auction was made to
His Majesty to sapply. the wants of the Province.. Oné
thousand pounds svere granted for the encouragement of
vaccine inoculation, upwards of eight thousand pounds
twere appropriated for the improvement of the Internal
Communications of the Province, and a further Sum of
twenty-five thonsand pounds for the purpose of opening a
Canal from Montreal to Lachine. A Bili was also introdu«
ced to make a provisiqn for the Speaker of the House of Ase
sembly and to .grant brm a thousand pounds per annum to
enahle him to support the dignity of his Office. This Rill
being reserved for the Royal Saunction was confirmed during -

a subsequent Administration, -

The Assembly among other things came to a regolution
‘ that
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thiat it was expedient. to-appoint an- Agent it Great Bfitain
for the ‘purpose:of- sollciting tlie enactment of Laws; and for
transacting' such public' matters as might from- time- to

. time be committed to his care for the'good of the Province: -

This resolution was communicated! to the Legislative Couna
cil; where; in opposition to the measure it was resolved, that,
the Governor of the Province was the only fit-and’ coristitus
tional channel between_the Legislative Bodies of Lower-
Canada and’ His Majesty’s. Government -in: Great-Britain
‘they. therefore did'not: concur in the Message-oft thie As-
gembly:. - e

The LowerHouse, upon recéivinginformatiot of thedissent
ofithe Legislative Council, persisted:ini 'their: resolutionj.and
presented: an address: to the'Governor on the’ subject, re=
questing His-Excellency-to: transmit tothe” Prinee Regent
certain Addresses in- that' behalf; as well'as-an Addfess
relating: to the Impeachments-preferred 'at- a- formies Session

against.the. Chief' Justices;- and.of whichne netice liad ag-

yet been taken by the British Government. = Whilst the at=
tention of the Colonial Legislature was engaged in these
concerns, news of thie Treaty of. PeaceWas‘xﬂﬁéi’aﬂy--a;ri’noun-
ced to them onithelst.of March. | o

The Embodied Militia were immediately disbanded, and
as a gratuity, the Legislature granted eighty-days-pay to the
officers.. An annuity: of sixpounds was provided:for such
Voltigeurs and Militiamen as:had been‘ rendered- during
their service, in¢apable of earning a:livelihood. A smaﬁ
gratuity was also made to the widows and children of th:ose
who had been killed during the war:; and the Assembly in
an Address to the Prince Regent, recommended that a grant
of lands should be made to such Voltigeurs and Militia. a8

. had served in defence of the Province during the late war.,

The Assembly as a mark of vespect for the character of
the Governor in Chief, voted him the sum of five thousand
pounds sterling for the purchase of a Service of Plate. This
measure met with the approbation of the Prince Regent, but
was not: carried into effect, the Legislative Council having
- refused their assent to a bill forthat purpose, which was seat
up for their concurrence in the course of the ensuing Session,

The business of the Session being concluded, the Gover-
nor prorogued the Pasliament on ﬁxe 2oth March, Il» in-
4 forme
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formed the Assembly that he had received the commands of
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to return to Eng-
land for the purpose of répelling accusations affecting his
military character, which had been preferred by the late na-
val. Commander in Chief on the Lakes in Canada,—an op- .
portunity which he embraced with eagerness to justify his
military reputation. ' - .

% However intent (said he) on the'subject which so un-

¢ expectedly thus summons my attention, be assured I shall

¢ bear with me a lively recollection of the firm support I
¢ have derived from you, and I shall be gratified at an ear-

¢ ly period in representing personally to His Royal High-

¢ ness the Prince Regent, the zeal and loyalty evinced by

¢ every class of His Majesty’s Subjects in British North-

¢ America during my Administration, their attachment to
¢ his August Person and to his Government, and most par-

“ ticularly the Spirit and devotion manifested by the People

¢ of the é’anad,as, in the late contest with the United-States

¢ of America.”

~ 8ir George Prevost accordingly departed from Quebec on
the third of April, for England by way of St. Johns (News
Brunswick) over the wild and uninhabited country between
the Saint Lawrence and the River St. Johns, On the day
of his departure he received farewell addresses from the
citizens of Quebecand Montreal, expressive of theirsatisfac-
tion with his Administration. He was succeeded by Six
Gordon Drummond in the Government of -Lower-Canada,
as Administrator in Chief, who arrived at Quebec on the
same day, a few hours after the Governor’s departure and
assumed the Command.

FINIS.



POSTSCRIPT.

T is due to:the public, and to the memory of Sir Geoige Pres
vost. to give some statement of the proceedings with respect to

‘that Officer after his return to England, to account for his militas
1y conduct at Plattsburgh in September, 1814, at the instance of
Sir J- L. Yeo, commander of the Naval .Forces on the Lakes in
Canada Some time after his arrival at home he was induced. , by
‘the promulgation of the seutence of 3 Naval Court Martial assem=
‘bled for the trial of Captain Pring and the officers under his com=
~mand, for the loss of the British Sqvadron on Lake Champiain in
Plattsburgh Buy, reflecting upon the conduct of the Commander
-of the Lund Fotces, to address a letter on the subject, to His Roy-
-l Highness the Duke of York. In'this lotter, he strongly protests
«d against the decision of that Court Mastial so far as it related to
lnmself 25 prematare and unjust; his conduct and that of the ar-
i my under his Command not bemg proper]y the subject of
their enqun'y, aund because their opinion must have prmc:pally
relied upon the bare st:tement and assertions of the parties
‘whose conduct-was in question, without any other than ez parté
,‘teshmony "He complained of the peculiar injustice of: this pre=
Judication of his concuct aggmvated by | the delay of his accuser to
‘bring forward his accusations; and solicited the - interposition of
His Royal Highness with - His Majesty’s Government, ‘to comipel
“him to préduce his charges in due legal form, and proceed upon -
‘them in order that an opportumty might be atiorded him of vindi-

" “cating his character and conduct. A copy: .of the charges (four in
qumber) given in by -Sir James L. Yeo, in consequence of this
Temonstrance, was, by the Adjutant General of the Forces, transs
“mitted from the Horse-Guards, on the 13th of September, to Sir
George Prevost ; and to-afford time for the amval of the necessa=
Ty witnesses from Canada, the meeting of the General Court Mar-
tial 'was postponed till the tweifth of January, 1816. In the
mean time, the health of Sir Geerge Prevoct, naturally of a deli-
cate cast, and impaired in the course. of service, became seriously
affected from anxiety of mind, and the fatigue he had experienced
in his journcy on foot over the unmhabnted country, covered with
snow, between the Rivers Saint Lawrence and Saint Johns; and
on the 5th January, he died in London, leaving a disconsolate fa-
mily to regret his loss, rendered doubly grievous by the reflections
to which his memory was exposed, from_ his not having’ had an oc-

casion of clearing up his conduct at Hattsburgh.

- Colonel William Augustus. Prevost, anxious for an oppor- -
tunuy ‘to retrieve the injured reputatlon of his brother from
U=2 the



the -obloquy wkhich the want of an investigation of the .charged
P “orre d agaiust Sir George Prevost, previous to his decease, must
have cast upon his memoty, in a lctter addressed to His Royal
Highuess the Commander in .Cuier, after- stating in the stione
gest light, the d:-tr-ssing situation in which-the “family and
iyelations . of tie-deceased were- pldced, requested that an-ine
westigation of his conduct migiit .be ordered béfore a- Gouwrt of
Enui:y.. A refereace to the Judge Advacate-was made..on the
.subjcct, who was of .opision, . tiat such an enguiry, could not be
properiy made ; and indeed.the objectians to an iuvestigation after
the death of a party, in such aninstance as the present, appear to
be insurmountable’; the evidence before a Court of Enguiry. nog
being taken on oath, nor could any .proccedings with a view to
adord public satisfaction, have had the desired effect, nnless the
Prosecutors (whose -characters myst. ‘also have been considered to
a c rtain degree at stake) were allowed to come forward with the
waole weight of their evidence.,

In ronsequence of this determination, Lady Prevost addressed
a lottér to the Commander in Chief, representing to .His Royal
Higliness in'the most-forcible terms, the painful dilemmain whick
#h2 was placed, ‘She dwelt strongly upon .the injnstice svstained
by the mewmary of au injured officer whose life had been devot«d
4o tie service of his country, and whose exertions-in that service
had been honored with the frequent.and unqualified approbation of
his Soverewgn and his Country,—Honors, which, though the frui¢
of long and acknowledged seivices, were now in danger of being
blasted by unproven-and calumnious accusatious.  She therefore
sclicited His Royal Highuness to extend his favor and protection to
herself and family, and implored.him to commiserate their multi-
plied afilictions, and to endeavour to obtain from ilis Reyal High-
aness the Frince Regeut, a gracious consideration of their claims for
such marks of distinction as might be thought due to the memory
of the deceased: His Royal Highness acknowledged the receipt
.of her Ladyship’s letter, and assured her that he should be glad
to do any thing calculated to alleviate her distress, but declined in-
terferiig with the Priace Regent on the subject, before whom, he
:was.of opinion, .it could only be regularly submitted by His Ma~
jesty’s Ministers. o ’

Lady Preyost accordingly drew up 2 memorial, which, with'a
statement of the military occurrences at Flattsburgh, she submit=
ted to the Prince Regent through'the Ministers, His Royal High-
Jess having taken the same into- consideration, -was soon alter-
wards graciously pleased, publicly to express the highsense heen-
tertained of the distinguished services of Sir George Prevost, con-
ferring at the same time, as a mark of his approbation, additional
.armorial hearings to_the Armg of his Family, The
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The Administration of the Civil Government of Lower-Canada,
tnder Sir George Prevost, was mild, equitable, and unquestiona.
bly popular among the entire mass of the Canadian population, in
wiose loyalty from the comniencement, he placed the most ime. .
plicit confidence.- To their fidelity and to the.prudent and cone
ciliating policy of this Governox,' Great-Britain is indebted for
the preservation of the Canadas, unavoidably left destitute of mo~
aey and troops. at the-oucset of ' hostilit es with America, by reas
son of the urgent demands-of the 'war in:Spain. . The Provincial
Legislature, by giving a currency to Army Bills and guaranteeing
their redemption, effectually removed all-apprehensions of a defie
ciency in the financial resources of the Colonial Government.
'The organisation.of a respectable force of Embodied Militia, and
the power delegated to the Governor, of turning out the whole of
‘the effective male population of. the Province, in cases of emera
gency, enabled him to withstand the. efforts of the United-States,
during twe successive campaigns with scarcely any other resources
than those derived from the Colony. They who had been partial
‘to the preceding Administration, and who probably may have been
instrumental in the arbitrary measures with' which itis reproa‘ched"
were as might be expected, adverse to the- policy of .the preseat
Governor, and spared na pains to represent in England the-affairs’
of the Colony in the falsest colours. The disappointments expe=
rienced at Sacket’s Harbour and.Plattsburgh, gave occasion to
‘his enemies to discredit his military character: but whatever may
have. been his capacity as a General, (which we leave to the judg-
ment of military men) it must be admitted that as a Civil Gov.re
nor, at the head of a people irritated by arbitrary measures under
..the preceding -Administration, he judiciously explored- his way.
-through a period of unprecedented embarrassmentsand danger, with-

-out a recurrence to Martial Law, or the least exertion of arbitra-

.ry power. His manuers are represented:by . those who were fa-

smiliarly acquainted with him as unassuming and social. * Hispub« -
lic. speeches or -addresses partook of even classical elegance. His

smooth ahd easy temper placed him beyond the ordinary passions

.of men in power, and though aware of the intrigues of unprinci«

pled and implacable enemies labouring at his destruction, and

Joaded with the obloquy of the press, he is-known to have harz

‘boured no resentment against the former, and to have reasoned

.with that coolness and unconcern with respect to the latter; which

sean only spring from a virtuous and ingenuous mind. -

APs



APPENDIX.
A.

Of this produiction ‘we insert the following extract ¢ the remdinder
“of it, being directed against individuals, is suppressed :—

A TOUS LES ELECTEURS DU BAS-CANADA.
Mes Compatriotes, B -

B LEB efforts que vous avez faits 3 ia dernidre Election n’ont pas été inutiles. -
La Chambre d" Assemblée a eu plus de force nu’ llen’en aveit jamais eu. Le
payement de 1> Liste CiviLe y a €€ proposé avec succés. Maiseffet en a
€t¢ terrible; car le Parlement a ¢té cassé, et vous allez voir des efforts in.
croyables a la prochaine Election pour faire abandonner les Représentans en
qui vousaviez confiance, Tout va étre mis en euvre 3 toutes les Gazettes jus-
qu'a eelle de Quehec, sont émployées; eton a encore mis une neuveile siy
picd en Francois. Tous les gens en pluces et tous ceux qui veulent en avoir song:
€p mouvement. - Le coup a ététerrible poureex, ils ont senti jusque dans la -
maéle des as3 mais quelque chose qu’ils fassent, guelgue chiose que vous voyez,:
terez ferme, etsoutenez vos Représentans, ' . :
©On croit le noment favorable, - On espére vous épouvanter par la: Liste Ci-
%ile, ét que fa promptitude avec laquetle vont se faireles Elections, ne vous
Baissera pas le tems de la réflexion. ™ - -
_ Vous n’avez print de tems a perdre,allez vous informer au plus vite a ceux
en qui vous avez confianee; et flait‘es‘-vous expliquerPafiaire. . =~ -~ - .~
On va vous précher le-ménagement de votre bourse, on.va crief anx taxes.
Remarquez bi-n qui sont ceux qui préchent et qui crient ainsi; si ce sont
ceux quiont contume de parler de ménagement et de crier contre les tayes,
Ces personnes ne se sont pas récriéesde voir angmenter {es:-Dépenses Civiles
tous les ans ; elles. ne se sont ‘pas.recriées lorsqu’on a propesé de mettre des
taxes sur les terres il y a quelques années. Elles se sont toujours gard €es jus-
qu’ici de vous pailer de ces choses; elles jettoient les hauts cris ces derniéresan-
nies, lorsqu'on publia un compte pour vous donner connois:ance des Dépenses:
de la Province. - .. . o . :
Croyez que ce n’est pas le désic de ménager votrebourie qui les agite si fort, -

wmais que c’est bien plntst le désir d’en avoir le ménagement eux-mémes, et

d’étre les maftresd’angmenter-la dépense tant qu’ils vondront. o .
En mil sept cent quatre-vingt quinze la Pgemiére fois que Tes comptes ont-
‘€té envoy€s a la Chambre, la Dépense de la Province ne monioit qu’a dix-
menf mille tonis; en mil huit cent, elle montoit a trente-deux mille loniss et
e mil huit- cent sept, qui est. la derniére année dont on ait les comptes pu--
bliés, efle montoit 2 quarante-trois millelowis. *~ * =~ - 7 0 T
fls vous diront: que vows importe que la dépense augmente, ce n’est pas -
wous qui “a payez toute, - o . - A
Il est ¥rai qu’il y a une petite partie que nous ne payons pas, et qu’on se
sarde ‘bien de'nous faire payer, afin de pouvoir dire gie nous n’avons - pas fe.
roit de se méler de 1a dépeénse. : - v G
Mais quand la Dépense sera une fois augmentée autant qu’il aura pli- aux
gens en place, il fandra qie quelqu’un soit chargé dé 1a payer. Qulest-ce qui-
oit en étre chargé & la fin ?—La mére-patrie n’a point €tabli de fond peur la-
payer; on tire ce qu'elle en paye actuellement, de la caisse militaire ; cela
pouiTa continuer tant qu’il ne sagira que de Bagatelles; mais quand les some
mes serontt devenues considérables, on nous dira: 1l est raisonnable qu’une
Pravince florissante comme celle-ci, paye ses propres dépenses; la mére-pa-
trie est assez chargée des frais desguerres qu'eile a eu 2 soutenir pour la pro-
tection de Vempire; et cela sera raisonnable,’ o .
" H sera ‘temsalors, disent les gens enplaces, de régler la dépense et on aunra
fe.mgme droii qwh présent.---%ais quan+ la dépense sera trois on quaire. fois
«plus grande 5 il y aura’ trors ou quatre fois awiaot de gens €p-plisces, gui t::;
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font trois ou quatre fois autant d’influence et de pnissance, et qui erierong,
trois ou guatre fois autant; et si actuellement on a déja .tant de peine i en
défendre, comment pourra-t-on le faire alors? Faut-il attendre qu’ils se
soient entiérement emparé dela place, et qu'il soit impossible derésister 3 -

Hs vont vous exagérer les sommes qu’il faudroit payer, afin de vous époua
vanter ; les uns_disent, il faut augmenter de ViNeT-cINg MILLE Louis, d’au-
tres de QUARANTE MILLE; on disoit avant hier au Greffe que c’étoit vingt-
cing-mille, ajourd’hui on dit que c’est quarante mille. -S’ilfalloit se regler sur
leur appetit, la somme seroit effectivement considérable ; mais ce n’est pas la~
dessus que 1a Chambre d’ Assemblée se reglera, 3 moins que le nombre des gens
a places qui y seront, ne ’emporte, ‘ N

La somme 4 payer suivant les dernfers comptes qui ont ét€ publi€s, seroit de
SEIZE M[LLll)i louis. De ces seize mille louis, onze mille seroient payés par
Yacte des prisons en le continuvant, et il ne resteroit plus que cing mitfe Jouis,
~-une couple de chelins sur le vin de Madére et le vin de Porte et quelques
sols sur le sucre blanc produiroient huit mille lounis, ce qui seroit une somme
plus que suflisante, &c. &c, &c.

B.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas divers wicked, seditious and treasonable writings have been printed
published and dispersed in- this Province, with the care and government of
which I am entrusted ; and whereas such writings have been ex ressly calcu=
lated to mislead His Majesty’s good Subjects, to'impress their minds withdis-

strust and jealousy of His Majesty’s Government, te alienate their affections

from His Majesty’s Person, and to briprg into contempt and vilify the Admi-

mistration of Justice, and of the Government of the Country ; and whereas, in-
the prosecution of' these wicked and traitorous purposes, their authers and a~*
bettors have notscrupled audaciously to advance the most gross and daring

falsehoods, whilst the industry that has been employed, in dispersing and dis=
seminating themat a very great expense, but the source of which is not knoiva;

strongly evinces the perseveratce and implacability with which it is intended:

that these purposes should be pursued; And whereas, consistenily with that

duty, which T owe to his Majesty, and that affection and regard with whicn ¥

view the welfare and prosperity of the Inhabitants of this Colony, it was im-’
possible for me any longer to disregard or suiler practicesso directly tending

_to subvert the Government of the former, and. to destroy the happiness of tae

latter, I do therefore, hereby announce, with the advice and concurrence of

His Majesty Executive Council, that with the same advice and concurrence

measures have been adopted, and that due information having been given ‘to

Taree of His Majesty’s said Executive Counsellors, Warrants as by Law aue-
thorised, have been issued under which some of the authors, printers and pub-

lishers of the writings aforesaid, have been apprehended and secured.

Deeply impressed with a desire to promote, in all respects, the welfare and
happiness of the most benevolent and best of Sovereigns, whose faithfal sér-
want I-have been for nearly aslong a period as the oldest inhabitant has been
his subject, and whose highest displeasure I should incur, if 1 made any other
than that happiness and welfare the rule of my conduct, it would indeed be
with a very sincere concern, that I should find reason to believe that the arts.
of these factious and designing men had produced any effect, and that doubts
angd jealousies should have found their way, and have established themseives
in the minds of deluded Persons. . L o :
" To these, if any such there be, and indeed to the pablicin general, I would
recal the history of the whole period during which they have been under Hig
Majesty’s Government. Letthem remember the state they we}re‘m,when they
became British Subjects; and let them hear in their recoliection the progres-
sive advances they have made to the wealth, happiness, security and unbound-
ed liberty which they now enjoy. During fifty years that they bave been un-
der the English dominion, has one act of oppression-—has one instance of ar—
‘bitrary imprisonment---or.of violation'of property, occurred ? Have youia
any one instance, or under any one g¢ircumstance, been disturbed in the free
and uncontrouled enjoyment of  your Religion-—-and Jastly, \’vlnle all Europe
has been ,deluged in blood, and whi.le various of His Majesty’s other colonies
and possessions have at times experienced the horrors of -war, and«someuev:n ‘

: nder
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under the vicissitndes of that state, Jave undergone a deprivaticn of the ines~
fimable happiness of ‘living under British Laws and British Governmeat,, by,
Becoming a prey to temporary conquest, liave you not.enjoyed the most per-
fect security and " tranquility under the powerful protection of that same Qo=
vernment, whose fostering and: paternal.care bas been equally employed im
Ppromoting your internal welfare, » C
.. What then can be the means.used by these evil dispesed.and wicked persons
Dy which they. can hope:to hring abeut.their. traiterous and ambitious designg
+=-by what arguments can they expect.thata people, in the enjoyment of every
‘blessing that can contribute te happiness in this. woild, shall, renounee - tirit
Happiness, to embrace their views ; By what argument can they expect-that
a.brave.and loyal people, hitherto impressed with the warmest:and sincerest
aitachment to the best of Kings, whese whole reign has bieen one serieg:of bes
nefits bestowed on them, shall, abanden . thatloyalty and become monstersof
ingratitude, fit to be held up to the detestation of the world, . to.promete their
projects ? Itis true,the most base and diabol_ic;;} falsehpods.are industrionsly.
promulgated and disseminated. In one part, itisannounced as my intentiog
to embody and make soldiersof you, apd thathaving applied to the late Heuse
of Representatives to enable me to assernble twelve thousand of you for that
urpose, and they having declined to do so. I had therefore dissolved theng
his is not only directly -false; such-an idea never:having entered into my
mind, nor the slightest mention having ever been made ‘of it; but it is doubly
wicked and atrocious, because it has beeradvanced by.persons; who must hidve
-Ween supposed to speak with certainty on the subjeet, and was:therefore the
more calculated to impose upon you. In another partyou are told that I want«
ed to tax your lands, and that the late House of Assembly would consentionly
{0 tax wine, and upon that account, T had dissolved tbe House. Inhabitants
of St. Denis! thisis also directly false ; X never.had the most.distant' ideaof
taxing you at all ; such had. mever even been for a moment 'the:subject of my
deliberations, and when the late- House offered to pay ihe Givil List; I:could
not have taken any step in a matter of such importance without the King’s ins
structions, and therefore it was still long hefore we came to the consideration
of how. it was to be paid. In truth not one word was ever to my knowledge
mentioned on the subject, : .
In other parts, despairing of producing instances from what I have dore,
recourse is had to what I intend to do, and it is boldlK told you,; that T mean
to oppress you. Base and daring fabricators of falsehnod, on what -part or
what act of my life do you found such an assertion ? What do youkaow of me
or of my intentions ? Canadians, ask of those to whom you formerly looked
with attention and respeet, ask the heads of your Cburch who have opportus
nities of knowing me ; these are men of honor and knowledge, these-are men
from whom you ought to seek for information and advice ; the leaders of fac-
tion, the demagogues of a party, associate not with me ; they cannotknow me,
. For what gu ose shou]g 1 oppress you ? Is it to serve the King? Will ihat
Monarch, who during fifty years bas never issued one order that had. you for
itz object, that was not for your benefit and happiness—-will he now, beloved,
honored, adored by his subjects, covered with g ory, descending inte-the vale
of years, accompanied with the prayers and blessings of a grateful people;
will he; contrary to the tenor of a whole life of honor and virtue, how give
orders to his Servants to oppress his Canadian Subjecis ¢ Itis impossible that
you caufora moment.,believe it. You will spurn from you with just indigna-
tion, the miscreant who will suggest such a thoughi to you,

Is‘it for myself, then, that X should oppress yon? For what should I op-
press you ? - Is it from ambition ? What cap you give me ?---Is it for power }
las § my good friends ! with a life ebbing not slowly to its period, under the
pressure of disease acquired in the service of my country, I look only to pass
what it may please God to suffer to remain of it, in the comfort of retirement.
among my friends. Iremain among you only in obedience to the commands
of my King, What powercan Ywish for? - Is it then for wealth that T wauld
oppress you ? ~Emiuire of those who know me, whether I regard weal'h 5 I
I'never did, when I could enjoy it, it is new of no use (o me ; to the value of
your Country laid at my feet, 1 would prefer the consciousness of having, in
acingle instance, contributed to your happiness and prosperity. .
“These personal allusions te wyself---Theze details, iv any other case might
be unbecoming, and beneath me: but nothing can be unliicowirg or beneath
me, that can tend to save you from the gulf of Crime and Calamity, iato which
_guilty mea wonld plunge yoz, It
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1t is now my duty more particularly to advert to the intent and purpose for
which this Proclamation is issued 5 1 do, thervefore,” by and with the advice of
His Majesty’s ‘Executive Council; hereby warn, and: earnestly exhort aill his
Mijesty’s Snbjécts, to be on their guard against," and to be cautious how they
listen fo'the artfnl suggestions of designing and wicked men, who, by the
spreading of false reports, and by seditious and traitorous writings, ascribe to-
]gis“Ma‘esry?s" Government.evil and malevolent purposes; seeking-only there~
by to alienaté theiraffections, and.lead them into acts of Treasonand Rebel-
lion, calling upop all well disposed Persons, ‘and particularly vpon all Curates
and Ministers of God’s Holy Religion, to use their best endeavours to prevent
the evil effects-of such'incendiary and traitorous designs, to undeceive, to” set
right, such as inay have been misled by them, and to inculcate in all, the true
principles of loyalty to the King and obedience to the Laws.,
- And Ido hereby further strictly charge and command all Magistrates, inand
throughout this Province, all Captains of Militia, Peace Officers and. others,
His Iﬁaiesty’s good Subjects, that they do severally make diligrnt enquiry and
search, to discover as well the authors as the gub!ishers of ali such wicked, se--
ditions and traitoreus writings as aforesaid, and of false news in any way de-
rogatory to His Majesty’s Government, or in any manner tending to inflame
the Public Mind, and to disturb the public ?eace and tranquillity ; to the end
that by a vigorous execation of the. Laws, ail offendersin ‘the premises may he
brngzt to such punishment as may deter-all persous from the practice of ‘any
acts whatever which may in any way affect the safety, peace or happiness of
His Majesty’s Loyal and faitiful Subjects in this Province,
Given upder my hand and Seal at-Arms, at the Castle of.Saint Lewis, in the
City of Quebec, in the'said Province of Lower-Canada, this 21st day of
Mavch, in the year of our Lqrd 1810, and in thé Fiftieth Year of His Ma-

Jesty’s Reign, 3. H. CRAIG, Governor.
C.
A PROCLAMATION.

IxnasiTants oF Canapd !

After thirty years of peace and prosperty the United States have been dri-
ven ‘to arms, The injuries and aggravations, the fusults and indignities of
Greai-Britain, have once more Ieft them no-alternative but manly resistance
or uincounditional submission; ! : '

* The army under my command, has invaded your country, and the standard
of Union now waves over the Territory of Canada. To the peaceable unof-
fending inbabitant, it brings neither danger nor difficulty. T.come to find ene-
mies not to make them. 1 come to protect, not to injure you, )

‘Separated by, an-immense Ocean, and an extensive Wilderness from Great
Britain, you have noparticipation in her councils, nor in her conduct. You
have felt her tyranny, you have seen her igjustice, but 1 do not ask you o
avenge the one o redress the other. The United Statesare sufficiently power-
ful to afford you every security, consistent with their rights, and your expee-
tations. I tender you the invaluable blessings of Civil, Political,-and Religious
Liberty, and their necessary result, individual and general- prosperity---that
Liberty which gave decision to our councils and energy to our.conduct in our
siruggle furindependeénce, and which conducted vs sufely and trivmphanily.
through the stormy perind of the Revolution, That Liberty which has raized
us t0 an elevated rank among the Nations of the world, and which has afford-
ed us a greater measure of peace and security of Wealth and improvement,
than ever fell to the lot of any pe: pde. - . :

In the ndme of my Country, and by the authority of my Government, T pro-
mise protection to your persons, property and rights. Remainat your homes---
Puvsue your peaceful and customary avecations---Raise not your hands a-
gainst your brethren---Many of your fathers fonght for the freedom and inde-
pendence we now enjoy.  Being children, therefore, of the s;une family with
us, and heirs to the same heritage, the arrival of an arny of friends must be
bailed by you with a cordialwelcqme.  Yon will be emancipated from tyranny
and oppression, and restored to the di,g;;}iﬁed station of freemen.

: ’ Had
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- Had Y any doubt of evéntual success, I might ask- your assistance, but.¥ do
not. -1 come prepared for every contigency. I have a force which will look
down allopposition, and thatforceis but the vanguard of a much greater. If
contrary to your own interest, and the justexpectationof my country, you will
be considered and treated. as enemies, the horrors and calamities of war will
stalk before you. ’ ‘ . :

If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued, and the sa.
vages are let loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our women and chil-
dren, this war, will be a warof extermination- ) L

The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt with the scalping knife,
will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene. of desolation.. No white mapn
found fighting by the side of an Indian, will be taken prisoner! Instant des-
truction will be his lot. If the dictates of reason, duty, justicé and bumanity
cannot prevent the employment of a force which respects no rights, and knows
9o wrong, it will be prevented by a severe and relentless system of retaliation,

I doubt net your courage and firmness: I will-net doubt your attachment to
liberty. If you tender your services voluntarily,they will be accepted readily.

The United States offer you Peace, libetty and security. Your choice lies’
between these and war, slavery and destruction, Choose then, but choose
wisely 3 and may, he, who knows the justice of our cause, and who holds in
his hands the fate of nations, gnide you to'a result the most compatible with
your rights and interest, your peace and prosperity.

' W. HULL,

By the General, A. F. HULL.
Capt. 18th. Regt, U. S. Infantry, and Aid-de-Camp.
Head-Quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812, ‘

D.

The following.Proclamation issued by General Smyth, pre-
vious to kis intended invasion, will give the reader some idea of
this mountebank General. '

.GENERAL SMYTH.
To the Soldiers of the Ai'my of the Centre.

CovPANTONS IN ARMS!

The time is at hand when you will cross the streams of Niagara to conquer
Canada, and to secure the peace of the American Frontier.

You will enter a country thatis to be one of the United-States. You will
arrive among a people who are to become your fellow citizens. It is not a-

ainst them that we come to make war. It 1s against that Government which
‘holds them as vassals,

You will make this war aslittle as possible distressful to the Canadian peo~
ple. If they are peaceable, they are to be secure in their persons; and in
their property, asfar as our imperious necessities will al'ow.

Private plundering is absolutely forbidden. Any soldier « ho quits his rank
to plander on the field of battle, will be punished in the most examplary man-
ner. . :

Dut your jost rights as soldiers will be maintained, whatever is booty by the
usages of war, you shall have. . All horses belonging to the artillery and ca+
valry 3 all waggons and teams in pablic service, will be sold for the benefit of
the captors.  Public stores will he secured for the service of the U. Statcs.
The Government will, with justice, -pay you the value,’ .

The horses drawing the Light Artileryv of ihe enemy. are wanted for the
service of the United States. I will ord o TWO HUNDRFD DOLLARS
for each 1o be paid the party who may take them. I will also order FORTY
DOLLARS to be paid for the arms and spoils of each savage warrior, who
shall be killed. L

Soldiers ! yon are amply provided for war. You are superior in number to
the enemy. ~Your personal strengtir and activity are greater. Your weap-
ons are Yonger. » Tue regular soldiers of the enemy are generally old men,
whose best years bave been spent in the sickly climate of the West Indies.
They will not beable iostand before you,~-you, who charge with the bay%?et.

You
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¥ou have seen Indians, such as those hired by the British:to- murder women
and children and kill and scalp the wounded. You have seen their dancesand
‘g!;'imaces, and-heard their yells. Can you fear raeM 2 No, You hold them in
he utmost contempt.

VOLUNTEERS,

Disloyal and traiterous men have endeavoured to dissuade iou frem your
duty. Some times they say, if you enter Canada, you will be held to service
for five years, At others, they say, that you will not be furnished with sup-
plies. Atother times, they say, that if you are wounded, the Governmentwill
not provide for you by pensions. The just and generous course fpm's’ued by
government towards the Volunteers who fought at Tippecanoe, firnishes an
answer to the last objection. . The others are too absard to deserve any.

Volunteers! lesteem your generousand patriotic motives. - You have made
sacrifices on the altar of tyour count{gf. ou will not suffer the enemies of
your fame to mistead you from the _ga of duty and honor, and deprive you of
the esteem of a grateful country. You will shun the eiernal infumy that awaits
the man, who having come within sight of the enemy, basely shrinks in the
moment of trial. ' .

-Soldiers of every Corps! It is in your power to retrieve the henor of your
country and to cover yourselves with glory. Every man who performs a gal-
lant action shall have his name made known to the nation. Rewardsand ho«
nours await the brave. Infamy and contemptare reserved for cowards., Com-
panions in arms! You came to van uish a valiant foe, I know the choice you
will make. Come on, my heroes! And when youattack the‘enemy’s batteries
let your rallying word be, * The Cannon lost at Detroit or Death.” ‘

ALEXANDER SMYTH,
Brigadier General Commanding,
Camp near Buffalo, 17th Nov. 1812,



