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THE CITY WATER SUPPLY.
. weare of the threatened water famine in Montrea:

1< nae=cd. and has resulted in amusement as to what it

vas all about.

<o ar as we can see, there was no substantial basis for

mnd the ecitizens have continued to receive, and are
1o continue  to  receive their supply of water

< =0 essential to their comient. The whole difli-
Uiy was exageerated it was simply a matter of pru-
o in regard to [H‘H\’i<|:ng‘ new hoilers for protection

the tuture =upply.  The question who should huild

e hoilers was entively a matter of prejudice and

ceonal feeling and caused delay. In the course of
li~cussion thercon a great deal of feeling was un-
~~arily exhibited. In consequence, a feeling of
crowas raized and the insurance companies seized
prortunity to raite an alarm and announced an
Jenee of insurance rates. It does not appear, how-
¢othat there was any justification for that action, and
Wil likely he withdrawn promptly. sinee it has been
0 thiet thie whole scare was based upon a m’sunder
nding—il not on a misrepresentaion—of the proceed-
of the Water Committee and its officials. Thése
I es, whatever they wert, have been settled, and
ntract for the new beilers has been given out to a
treal firm, and now we are informed that the tem-
v repairs to a broken plunger of one of the pumps
heen effected and things are as they were in that re-
crawith the gratifving information that the supply of
pumped up is vo abundant that there is danger of
r~crvoirs overflowing unless some of the pumps
workirg,  After the scare of the last few weeks
wition iz bordering on the ludicrous, if the matter
not o S.rious.  In the meantime it is amusing to

votiee with what interest and anxiety for the good of

¢ citizens cur kind and benevolent high financiers
wocantrol the Light and: Power Company—all power-
i prosent—have been wltching what has heen going
nothis regard. It is really touching to see how

nxious they are to relieve the citizens in respect to the

ter supply and cheapen it.

It i< well known that onlly a few vears ago these bene-

‘ent high financiers had the control of the waterworks

contemplation with the other combined monopolies.
the time that failed when the reform element in
¢ City Council was fairly established,but when the

“cent little trouble in the Weiter Department occuried,

s<cemed to offer an opportunity for the electric com-
nyv with its recent supplementarily infused energy at-

vohed dio endeavour to get the thin end of the wedge

0 as eventually to get contro! of the whole system
water supply.

Such an eventuality would be a calamity to the city,
and it is a satisfaction to believe that it will not occur.
'he present management of the water works may nof
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o perfect, but it is fairly good and is infinitely prefer-
able tio being under the control of a money-making con-
cern. such as the Light and Power has proved itself to
in work on a be from the start, and still is more o under the present
it., which will : management, since it hecame a monoply without a pros-

)any has 1,400 oot i . 01
ect in view 1
kit 1 view of any opposition.

CANADA'S FOREIGN TRADE, 1903-1904.

The total foreign trade of Canada for the last fiscal
vear ended 30th June, 1904, was larger than in preced-
ing year.  The official returns give the following statis-
ties :—

Increase or

1904 1903. decrease.

Total imports L3251,460,737  $235,787325 1. $17.673,412
D)

Total exports 213,521,235 25,849,724 D. 12,328 489
— e . —_——

Totals .. .. .. . 3464931972 $459.037,049 1. $5.344,923

The mmportg of free goods were as follow :—

Increase or

1904. 1903. decrease.

FOH684,043  $88,017.654  1.- $6,066,389

Coin and bullion .. .. 7,874,313 8,976,797 D. 1,102484
It scems anomalous that Canada imports large quan-
ties of articles which she produces, ax appears from the

st :—

I'ree imports for consumption. 1904.
Mine ... ... o0 L L e $13,554,082
Fisheries ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 850,945

Forest ... ... .. : 1,925,807

Animals and their produce .. .. .. .. .. 10,553,797
Agricultural .. ... ... .0 Lo L0 Lo L. 11,193.267
Manufactures ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 33754944
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... .. ... .. 15851111

Total T. .00 e vev som mee s5s $94,684,043
Coin and bullion ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 7874313

Total free imports for consmmption . .$102,358.356

This list shows that of the total volume of articles im-
ported into Canada. over 40 per cent. pay no duty. The
duty collected is therefore derived from less than 60 per
gent. of the imports.  As the total duty collected last
vear, to 30th June. 1904, was $40.952.810. it follows
that the average rate on dutiable imports was 27.48 per
cent, which is a very moderate import for a country that
i ostensibly under a protedtive tariff.  Of the free
goods $16.837,745 came from Great Britoin, $4,436,846
from other parts of the Britigh Empire, and $73.282,735
from the United States.  Of the total imports from
fireat Britain, 27 per cent. were admitted free of duty,
while of the total imports from the United States those
which came in free of duty amounted to over 48 per
cent. This condition so far favours the imports from the
United States as to equalize the preferential tariff in
favour of British goods.  When the American tariff so
works as to admit as large a proportion of Canadian
imports into the States free of duttly asthe Canadian tariff
admits American goods, there-will be a distinet approach
towards reciprocity As masters now stand, Canada ex-
tends tariff privileges to the United States very far in
excess of any which the American tariff shows to goods
from Canada.

The returns of trade with Great Britain are not satis-
factory.  Our exports from the old land 'ast year were
$117,591.396, and imports therefrom, $61,770,379, a
total trade of $179,361,75, against exports to the States
of $73,173,549, and imports from there of $150,826,515,
a total trade of $224,000,064. Owur purchases in the
United States last year increased close upon 10 per cent.
and our sales there were increased by less than 2 per
cent. This is a further illustration of the effect of the
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