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| children shouted,

| a boy

Learning the Truth

He was examining a class in grommar
and trying to expiain the relations of
adjectives and nouns by a telling exam-

e,

“Now, for instance,” said he, “ what
am 11"

That was an easy question, and all the
“A man!” and then
looked around triumphantly, as much as
to say, *“ Ask another.”

“Yes. But what else!” said he.

This was not so easy, lut after a pause
ventured to suggest, “ A little
man,”

“ Yes, but there is something more than
that.”

This was a poser for the youngsters,
but aiter a moment's puzzled silence an
infant phenomenon almost leaped from
his seat in his eagerness and cried to
him,—

“Please, sir, I know—an ugly little
man.”

Thy Will be Done

We see not, know not; all our way

Is night—with Thee alone is da;

From out the torrent’s troubled drift,

Above the storm our prayers we lift,
Thy will be done!

The flesh may fail, the heart may faint,

| But who are we to make complaint,

Or dare to plead, in times like these,
The weakness of our love of ease !
Thy will be done !

We take with solemn thankfulness

Our burden up, nor ask it less,

And count it joy that even we

May suffer, serve, or wait for thee,
Whose will be done !

Though dim as yet in tint and line
We trace thy picture’s wise design,
And thank thee that our age supplies
Its dark relief of sacrifice,

Thy will be done !

And if, in our unworthiness,

Our sacrificial wine we press,

1f from thy ordeal’s heated bars,

Our feet are seamed with crimsonjscars,
Thy will be done !

1f, for the age to come, this hour
Of trial hath vicarious power,
And blest by thee, our present pain
Beliberty’s eternal gain,

Thy will be done !

Strike, thou the Master, we the keys,
The anthem of the destinies !
The minor of thy loftier strain,
Our hearts shall breathe the old refnm,
Thy will be done !
—John Greenleaf Whittier.

A man’s house should be on the hill-top
of cheerfulness and serenity, so high that
no shadows rest upon it, and where the
morning comes so early that the day has
twice as many golden hours as those of
other men. He is to be pitied whose
house is in some valley of grief between
the hil's, with the longest night and the
shortest day. Home should be the centre
of joy, equatorial and tropical.— Beecher.

|
|
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HOW iS YOUR
BICYCLE DOING?

Will it need new tires this spring?
11 it does, remember the only cires
that make a wheel worthy are

Dunlop Detzshable Bicycle Tires

Every pair guaranteed for u year,
and every g pair stamped with

these two has DlJN%wP

The Dunlop Tire Co., Limited, Toronto

Rebuilt Typewriters

‘We have in stock at present and offer for
sale rebuilt machines as follows:
Underwoods ... T
Caligraphs, No. 2 and $
Blicl enldur'am. No.5
lliams, No. 1
Bmm:»Pnnvlaro,
Jewetts, N
Empires ...
Remington, No. 2
- "N 2 No.6
0.1,
Now Frankii
Bar-locks ... r
Latest Olivers. ...
rless ...
Manhattan 50.00

‘We also manufacture the Neostyle Duplicating
Machincs and supplies, and will be pleased to
forward catalogue at any time. Our Typewriter
Ribbons and Carbon Papers.are the best. Give us
a trial.

United Typewriter Co., Limited,

Successors to Creelman Bros.

7 & 9 Ade'aide St. East. Toronto, Can,
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Sometime

““Be wise to-day ; 'tis madness to defer.”
— Young.
We are going to do a kindly deed,
Sometime, perhaps, but when ?
Our sympathy give in a time of need,
Sometime, perhaps, but when !
We will do so much in the coming years ;
We will banish the heartaches and
doubts and fears,
And we'll comfort the lonely and dry
their tears,
Sometime, perhaps, but when 1

We will give a smile to a saddened heart,
Sometime, perhaps, but when !
Of the heavy burdens we'll share a part,
Sometime, perhaps, but when 1
8¢ metime we're going to right the wrong;
Sometime the weak we will help make
strong ;
Sometime we'll come with love's old
sweet song,
Sometime, perhaps, but when !

Ah, how we'll plan out the work in view !
Sometime, perhaps, but when 1

Building air-castles of what we'll do,
Sometime, perhaps, but when 1

Sometime, resolves that we'd pledge to .

make
We with fresh courage will undertake ;
Sometime to duty we will awake,
Sometime, perhaps, but when !

Sometime we'll reap of the joys to be,
Sometime, perhaps, but when !
Sometime from worry and care be free,
Sometime, perhaps, but when ?
Sometime we'll taste of the glories there,
Sometime a pait of those splendors share,
And for eternity we'll prepare,
Sometime—perhaps—but when !
—E. A. Brinistool, in C. E. World
The Key and the Lock.—Prayer is
the key of the day and the lock of the
night.  We should every day begin and
end, bid ourselves good-morning and
good-night with prayer. This will make
our labour prosperous and our rest sweet.
—Berkeley.

M

“Too Busy.”—“Too busy to pray 1"
You might as well say: “Too busy
to live.” Prayer is not lost time. It
is living itself. It is that without
which no time is saved, but all time
is lost. It conserves time, thus wak-
ing it valuable and effective. Jesus
prayed before he worked, and so got
strength for his work ; he prayed after he
worked, and so made his labors effective
and enduring, Like him we should pray
before we act, and so get counsel and
strength from God ; and we should offer
prayer after we act, and get the blessing

of God upon what we have done. Other-
wise we shall labor in vain and shall
fail. We should do this no matter
how busy we are. We should do this
because we are busy. Remember this :
To pray is to live ; not to pray is not to
live, it is simply to exist.— Dy, D, Gregg.

L

What Can be Done by Law.—* You
cannot make men sober by act of parlia-
ment,” is a favorite argument of the
friends of the liquor traffic and of some
who profess to be its enemies. This
plausible plea is thus effectively met by
tue United Presbyterian : “1f you can
make men drunk by law, you can make
them sober by law. If you can put
temptations in men’s way by a bad law,
yu  can teke that temptation away by a
good law. Law is an educator. It helps
to create a public sentiment. If placad
on the wrong side of morals it educates
in the wrong direction. ' God put the law
on the right side. He told men they
must not kill, or commit adultery, or
steal, or bear false witness, or covet. Was
that making men moral by law! It was
putting the law on the right side of man’s
moral nature and leaving him a free
moral agent ; but if he violated the law
he paid the penalty. That is all men can
do. Make the law right, then enforce it
and sobriety will take care of itself.”

Ld

Coldest City in the World.—The
coldest city in the world is said to be
Yakutsk, in Eastern Siberia. It is the
reat commercial emporium of East
Siberia, and the capital of the province of
Yakutsk, which in most of its area of
1,617,063 square miles is a bare desert,
the soil of which is frozen to a great
depth. Yakutsk consists of about 400
houses of European structure, standing
apart, The intervening spaces are oc-
cupied by winter * yoorts,” or huts of the
northern nomads, with earthen roofs,
doors covered with hairy hides, and win-
dows of ice. Caravans with Chinese and
European goods collect the produce of the
whole line of const on the Polar Sea be-
tween the parallels of 70 and 74 degrees,
from the mouth of the River Lena to the
furthest point inhabited by the Chook-
chees. A colporteur of the British and
Foreign Bible Society last year made a
tour of eleven weeks down ‘the Lena,
which is 3,000 miles in length, visiting
Yakutsk, and selling gospels in their own
language to the Yakuts in the villages
along the banks of the river.

L3
A Compromise.—Says Henry Van
Dyke: “There are two kinds of life ad-
vocated by many people, the simple life
and the strenuous life. The true life is
midway between these two forms.”

“Hunting Christian Worlz”

These words were spoken to me by a
young man in Minneapohs whom I, in
response to a ring of the bell, found
standing at my front door. His first
frank salutation was: “My first name
is I am a graduate of lowa Col-
lege. I know you are a friend of Presi-
dent Gates. 1 have accepted a position
here as a high school teacher, and | am
hunting Christian work.”

That kind of a greeting was like a dash
of salt-sea spray to one on a sultry day
in August. A young man hunting Chris-
tian work ! He was not wanting some-
thing done for himself. He had no pet
theory of religion or reform which he
wanted me to champion. He merely
wanted to be put to work with Christian
people to push along the kingdom of
God. That was all. And he proved to
be a blessing to the Church. 1In several
years of work with him I found him to
be the sort of a young man I judged him
to be as he sat with me that day and
looked at me with never a wavering of
his clear honest eyes. He was genuine,
faithful, of a tactful, gracious spirit, ask-
ing nothing for himself, willing to be a
hewer of wood and drawer of water
while the Lord’s house was building, and
never hesitating to do his duty because
it was disagreeable or difficult.

His kind is not too common in the
Church. There are well-meaning, harm-
less, and even pious young men in
abundance ; but young men who are
hunting for something to do for Christ,
asking only to be used for the glory of
His kingdom, are not as plentiful as they
ought to be, And yet they should be as
common as the Christian profession is.
For what right has any young man to
profess to be in the service of Christ un-
less he is ready for work and looking for
it? Not simply easy, pleasant work, but
hard, disagreeable work if there is need
of 't

Above everything, do not be a shirk.
Sometimes you may be called to go out
there in front where the big guns are
firing. Play the man and go. Be glad
if you are found worthy to suffer for Him
who will one day place the coronet on
your brow. Be ashamed to be one of
those who have to he coaxed into doing
work for Christ's sake. There are people
in the Church in regard to whom one
must lay out a regular campaign in order
to move them out of their spiritual
inertia. Do not be one of their number,
Make it a point of honor to be on the
lookout for work for the kingdom of
heaven's sake. Hunt for it; be eager
for it ; rejoice when you find it.— Rev.
George D. Black.
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The Biography of Old Broadhorns

BY REV. J. C. SPEER, D.D.

I WAS brought up on the farm. To me it was one of the

most delightful places in all the world, and although many

years have rolled by since the incident occurred which I

am about to narrate, and while I have seen much of the best

and worst of this continent, I still think that the valley of the

Ouse, where I lived when a lad, is one of the prettiest spots I
have seen.

The old school-house stood on a rocky knoll on the conces-
sion line which marked the limit of the farm, and it was the
delight of the little ten-year-old boy to cut across the fields
that not a minute might be lost of the time which was to be
spent after the sc ol was over for the day.

The farm was aivided diagonally by one of the most accom-
modating brooks one could w’ ‘h to haveat hand, There were
places where the small boys could wade from brink to brink.
There were places where they could make believe the
swimming, while all the time they were resting v
submerged log ; and there was the old-time “ swimmin' Lole,”
which James Whi b Riley has embalmed in his deathl

m.
po’.i‘hin creek, as we called it, was the objective point of the
boy at the close of the hot day in school, and associated with
an evening spent on its grassy banks are memories which
should live forever.

who emerged from the gloomy corridors of that wilderness!
Then it was a cause of deep thought what the crows were
doing as they met in the tall trees and cawed at one another,
and seemed to be deciding that they would soon rally all their
forces and drive me home.

They held and con ions, wedding:
all at one time, or so0 it seewed to me,

I knew there were wild beasts in that wood, for Billy Brown
said that he heard his father tell my father that he met a man
on the road who said that some people who were coming home
from the town one night heard something crying like a lost
child, and they knew it was a wild cat or a wolf. I knew all
this, but what did I care for all the wild beasts in the world
if 1 could stay at the creek to the last minute and get home
with those cows at six | There were worse terrors than being
eaten up by wild beasts, and I knew it.

1 think of the delight of catching the minnows with a bit
of string and a bent pin, of how they * plumped ” back into
the water, and the joy of their escape, like a flash of steel
through the ripple of the stream.

and wakes,

“ And the snake-feeder’s four gauzy wings fluttered by,
Like the ghost of a daisy dropped out of the sky.”

Then the evening drew on and the clouds inok strange,

One of the things which stands out with di ive vivid-
ness in connection with these even-

ing rambles was the fact that I e

They seemed to be moving like flocks of

- Y &pp

o

was charged with the duty of
bringing home the cows to the
milking yard not later than siz
o'clock. This was always the last
command which was left in my ear
as I sped
“ Down the old dusty lane,

Where the tracks of our bare feet

Were all printed and plain.

You .-..uxrflen by the dint

Of the heel and the sole,

There was lots of fun on hand

At the old * Swimming Hole.’

There were boys who were so
situated that they could afford to
ignore such a behest as the above,
but such boys had no experience
of the blessing, or otherwise, of
being the happy, or unhappy, pos-
sessor of nine sisters, five of them
before him and four after him —and
not always in a chronological sense.
But as to the matter in hand, there
was no dodging the issus were I to
be a minute late with those cows.

How often T wondered why it was that it was so necessary
for these milkmaids to havea fixed time for this dairying
business. Could they not give a fellow a little latitude,
especially when it was to be spent at the brook on a summer
evening? But, when I came to the years of knowledge, I
learned that young girls have other and more delightful oceu-
pation in the gloaming of a summer evening.

T was not long in learning from experience, which is a pow-
erful and sometimes painful teacher, that if these cows were
not home by she stroke of six, there would be a most touching
time. It was a cruel law for a lad who was engaged in thrill-
ing adventures at a river, but so it was, and who could
help it 1

Oh, those were glorious days, when the liberated lad could
go forth to the meadows and navigate great ships on the roll-
i{ng billows of a flowing stream which ran through his father’s

arm.

The poetry of youth was at its full flood tide in the soul of
the child, and it is a delightful memory that the clouds were
ships sailing across the waveless ocean of blue. How deep the
mystery of the dark forest, which came down to the brink of
the stream on the opposite side from where we lived !
How far was it to the other side of that wood, and what kind
of people live there ; and where did the Indians come from

“OLD BROADHORNS," MASTER OF THE BITUATION

sheep on the upland pastures of the heavens. Then they
would appear as if they were great battalions of soldiers, on
some limitless parade ground, waving their banners, which
now were white and then gold and crimson. As I lay on the
grass, the sky was ever mottled with the flocks of birds which
were winging their way to their lonely haunts in the forest.
The hills to the east and south becsme great castles, and the
windows of the farm-houses were all aflame with the light of
the setting sun, and seemed to be watch-fires lighted for the
soldiers of the skies.

This was the poetrz':l the farmer’s boy, but it spoiled it all
to think that it was drawing near six o'clock.  All too soon
came the time to make the start, and there was not a moment
to lose, for the sun was low and the day well spent. In the
soft grass of the river banks the bare feet of a boy were in
their element, and it was a short job to gather the cattle and
make the start for the farmyard. But the way lay througha
field and then through the lane which has already been men-
tioned ; and this field was a very wilderness of thistles. It
was the one spot on the farm against which I ever had a spite,
and there has been no friendliness in my heart from that da;
to this toward a Canada thistle, and for reasons which 1
appear.

But through this ten-acre field there was a well-beaten
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th where no thistle could grow, and the soft, water-soaked,
r:et of a schoolboy were safe enough there.

With whistle and song, the cattle were gathered and the
start made,

The thistle field was well crossed ind the gap into the lane
reached, when something happened, and it frequently
happened, and always at this crucial spot.

There was in that herd a great, overgrown ox, which we
had named “ Old Broadhorns.” He had done some hard
work in the logging fallow in days gone by, but he had become
slow, contrary and dangerous. He was superannuated, and
his mate had committed suicide in the stack logs the winter
before. He had widespreading horns, one of which had a
decided tilt toward the sky, and he possessed an eye which
spoke more danger than his bellowing throat. It goes with-
out saying that he was the chieftain of the herd, and he
seemed to glory in the position. Moreover, there was no love
lost between the same Old Broadhorns and the herd laddie,
whose duty it was to get the cows home by the hour of six.

But there was Old Uroadhorns ahead of the bunch, and
when the gap in the fence was reached, and everything
seemed fair to the youthful drover, around he would swing,
and with a lowering of horns and a satisfied swish of his tail,
he would halt the whole herd.

“Ha, ha,” he seemed to say, * you think you're smart, with
your left hand pelting me with stones the other day, when I
could not get lrt:r you. But I've got you now where I want

ou, my boy. You think you will get home by six o'clock,
ut you can’t do it, and you'll get a thorough good tanning
for being late. T’ll not let one of these cows through till [
like. If you come at me they will run all through these
thistles and you can’t follow them in your bare feet.”

There we were sure enough, and I knew it was near six,
and that the cows would be late,

All the mother cows, and the sister cows, and the brother
cows were halted, and not one of them, nor all together,
would dare to challenge Old Broadhorns to battle, What
did they care for a lad like me, when such a giant was in the

gap.

Bo you wonder that all the poetry evaporated like the mist
before the mid-day summer sun }

Yes, the beauty of the sky, and the clouds, and the hills
was all blotted out in an instant. The angels of theimagina-
tion fled away, and the black ravens of rage took their place.
What did Old Broadhorns care for poetry, or for the poets,
80 long as he could hold his place and keep back the cattle
and their driver. Oh ! the rage at it all. l?low I wished for
a dog, or for a gun. Oh! had I the sling of that boy who

killed the giant, or the ox goad of Shamgar, that mother read .

about, so that I could slaughter this old villain, who stood
there in all his power to hold the cows back so that we should
be late.

Thistles to the right of me, thistles to the left of me, and
six o'clock and Old Broadhorns in front of me,

I thought of all the evil things T had heard of hiwm, and
I told him of them, and I f d many reproach
which I hurled against him, even to accusing him of having a
hand or a horn in the death of his faithful, mild-tempered
mate.

But, all the time, there he stood as much as to say, “ What
do I care for your words, so long as you are late home.”

But I remember the evening I came from school and found
my desires regarding Old Broadhorns more than gratified.
It was late in tho fall, the days when the farmers did their
amateur butchering.

There were doings at the barn hard by, and thither I sped.
And there, to my unspeakable joy, was the carcass of my
enemy.

He was swung high up on the threshing floor with his heels
to the rafters and his h‘:s- off.

I forget, of course, whether Isang the long metre doxol
or danced the ‘“ highland fling.” No more would he Mztﬁ
herd in the gap, and no more would I need to start too early
home with the cows, when the summer came again,

“That was the grandest funeral that ever passed on earth,”
as far as I was concerned, and then to think that he woul
be taken to the people of the town. Much gond they would
get out of his tough »ld flanks.

Well, all this trauspired when T was a little boy on my
father's farm, and there have been many changes since then,
But, do you know, I have often met Old Broadhorns since.
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, believer in the Oriental doctrine of reincarnation, nor am 1

superstitious about ghosts, but I must assure you that I have
met the same old fellow, though, of course, in different form
and under different circumstances.

I have met him in the Ofticial Board meeting.

Some good and liberal-hearted brother moved that the pas-
tor’s salary be increased, calling attention to the fact that the
cost of living had advanced owing to the good times, and for
the same reason the people were making better profits and
getting bigger wages,

T'he pastor all the while that these words were being uttered
was secing visions of reduced bills at the Book Room, or per-
haps a warmer coat for the faithful wife.

Oh, it wasan hour of sweet delight when Brother Bountiful
discoursed upon the matter in hand.

But at that juncture a brother to the left arose, and after
a preliminary skirmish, in which hé mentioned the good
work that was being done, reached the point where he held
that there was great danger of discouraging the people
who were supporting the cause,

Then the pastor saw the ghost of Old Broadhorns in the
gap.
We have known him to make his appearance in the
feminine gender, in the Ladies’ Aid, when some generous
sister thought the time had come to do something by way of
repairs to the parsonage. “It was now many years since any
money had been spent for that cause, and they could raise
enough for a thorough overhauling.” One after another
arose and agreed to this proposal, and everything was passing
up to the point of perfection when Sister Stingerly spoke.
‘““She knew something of the cost of fitting up a house, for
hers was just completed, and it cost a pile of money, and it
would never do to take the money now in the treasury to put
a coat of paint on that parsonage. They would have to go on
as they were, for the house was just as good as some of the
people had who belonged to the church, who had very little
money to spend in improvements.”

Again Old Broadhorns was in the gap.

1 bave seen the same vision when the question of moral
reform was up for discussion. There was ever someone to
retard progress.

One can readily believe that this old stiffnecked objector
is present in the civic, and provincial, and national arena,
when the large-hearted and enterprising plan liberal things for
the welfare of the people.

Perhaps after all Old Broadhorns has a place in the economy
of human affairs. The little boy would make an earlier start
the next time. The generous official would be prepared for
his stingy objector, or the rash and too impulsive would learn
better the lessons of economy. The ecivic “ plunger” would
know that his wild schemes of expansion would be met by the
determined opposition of the man in the gap, and the extra-
vagant legislator would know that there were * thistles to the
right of him, and thistles to the left of him,” and election day
in front of him. S8till 'tis a thankless place to fill, and few
are the tears shed when the passing of Old Broadhorns takes
place.

Toronto, Ont.

Thoughtful People.

HAT a pleasure it is in our journeyings to come across
thoughtful people! Not long ago, while travelling in
a railroad coach, a young and rather uncouth boy sat
opposite me. A man sitting near, in taking out his purse,
dropped a small piece of paper, such as is placed between
visiting cards, from his purse. Instantly the young man,
eager to be of service, leaned over, picked up the paper
and handed it to the man, who graciously accepted it, as
though it were something he really wished to preserve. The
fine sensibilities of this man; illustrated by this small act of
thoughtfulness, were indelibly stamped upon my mind. How
natural it would have been to have reaponded to the little act
of service by remarking : * Oh, it is of no consequence,” thus
humiliating the boy and di ging further thoughts of
gallantry that might occur to him.

When we realize that these small acts of consideration give
one a clear insight into our real selves, how worth while it
seems for us to make an effort to be thoughtful of others’
feelings. We never can estimate how far-reaching the

Yes, indeed I have, strange as it may seem to you, I am nota

of our actions may be. Just one act of thoughtful-

ness may help to mould a young life.—E"zabsth Lee.
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A Series of Articles for Young Men
By Rev. W. McMuIIen, B.A.

The Christian Young .Man

I. The Young Man in Politics lll. The Young Man in Business V. The Voung Man in Trouble
hn “ - “  theHome V. “ % Y theChurch VI. ¢ “  Society

I. The Young Man in Politics

i “ EEP out. Let the devil run them,” say some of the it crush, President Roosevelt; it could not efface “Golden
! older men. And truly the name of politics to-day Rule” Jones ; and Republican Massachusetts has chosen as
has somewhat of an unsavory odor. But what then? Governor, Wm. L. Douglas, a Democrat.
Shall we stand aside and let dishonor mould our parties, and Even party men are tired of party tyranny, and party lies,
drink fashion our policies! God forbid. We need men and and leaders that do not lead.
clean ideals, and e turn to our young men to redeem our The national craving to-day is for men—not suave, oily,
political life from its present moral stagnation. Patriotism sugary nobodies, but men with clear-cut convictions and
18 lated b ligion, not exti hed, and from our shrewdest business sense ; men who cannot be eajoled and
churches must come our thinking men, our leadern and our who will not be dragooned ; men with all the fire of youth,
fighters. and impelled by loftiest patriotism ; the clearest headed,
Our Christian young men have the right to vote; they cleanest handed and cleanest hearted men we can get.
have also the right, by argument and persuasion, to make For such we have prayed, and such we have a right to

]
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¢
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votes, expect. If you can add anything to honest, God-fearing
Many problems are up for solution and settlement: the politics, go in and win.
licensed liquor traffic, public ownership of certain municipal Florence, Ont.

franchises, labor’s relation to capital as far as law can adjust

it, the better development of Canadian resources, and many The Winning Power of Sunshine
others that we have not time to mention. To these the best . ; N T 2

thought of our land should be turned, and our Christian JOY is sociable in its nature ; grief is solitary. Two hearts

e e et

young men should realize that it is part of their life-work. are glad when the wedding bells ring out their joyful
To such men this paper speaks, pea!, but we pass out one by one into the great unknown,
In your political life, doa’t lose your head. Don't imagine One writer has said :

: things. Stick to facts. If they point the wrong way, change ** Laugh, and the world laughs with you.
» your views, don’t try to change the facts. The wisest man is Weep, and you weep alone.
‘ the man of growing intelligence. Your father's coat may not This is a foundation principle of human nature. It is the

|
i
|
i
i
i
|
|
!

fit you. Don’t borrow a set of opinions and call them yours. bright, pleasant faces that attract, the merry, cheery word
Think for yourself, even if you think yourself out of your and tore that win a hearing from humanity. True, there
party. A man never becomes a mere echo until he has must needs be sorrow in the world, and sorrow is ever
committed intellectual suicide. solitary. Christ himself went through His hour of sup
Then, do not take too big a contract. Don't try to reform  agony” without human companionship. Martyrs are lonely
everything. Find out the most pressing needs, and put your gouls, yet their sufferings have made possible added glory to
main strength there. There are little things and big things human life. It is part of the self-abnegation that the narrow
in national life. Don’t waste too much time on the little path must be trodden in loneliness.
things. The winning power of sunshine is potent in the 'Christian
Keep your temper. The coolest is the strongest. Hot life, The longfaced, despairing disciple, always 'dwelling
words are often foolish words, and burn alike the source and  upon his doubts and fears, repels the world and gives it a
the target. If you want to rule, begin within. Keep your false idea of Christianity. The happy child of God whose
honor. ~ Honor has sometimes a marset value, but it never inner peace and joy illumine his face, and whose daily life is
brings what it is worth. No wealth can pay for a sullied record g song of praise, is the one who will have stars in his future
and the abiding sense of dishonor. The man who sets out to  crown of rejoicing.
make money in politics will probably becowe a rogue and a Through His sufferings and victory Jesus could say, “1 am

T T I e T A A B

b parasite. the light of the world.” It is this light, shining through His
Do not fear work. Work on the hustings can seldom over-  followers, that draws mankind to Him. The old principle
’ b come lack of organi If the temp vote of Ontario  holds true:

1 were organized, it would be all-powerful, and we would not "Jn{ is & partnership ;

L 1§ be a football to-day for both political parties. The man, or iriel weeps alone ; '

18 party, that would win, must work; and when a man arises “:;‘ey‘h“":‘:::l :‘h"l ‘d(’:"“:’

i who can organize the temperance forces, prohibition will not wliood Work,

| be far away. _
. Never lose faith in the people. The heart of the country WorKk While 'Tis Day.
g is sound, and men revere an honest man, g [ <

1 You will be beaten at first, and better s0 ; an easy triumph * Whither, O flying hours, whither away,

i1 in early life might ruin you. Don't get out of politics Bringing so rapidly closing of day !

i because rogues are in it ; better let them get out. Sometimes Can ye not tarry awhile in your fight ! ,_

1 a good man may have to use rogues, but no wise man ever Give me some added time ere cometh night |

i let them use him, “Nay,” ery the hours, as they quickly scud

I Take Christ into politics. Pat yourself in the background, **Work while 'tis day, for the night cometh

| and work and pray for the best interests of your country. * Moments, dear moments, O linger, I pray !

it Religion was meant not to destroy politics, but to purify Add but a few of yourselves to my day |

1 them ; not to fetter men, but to free them; to make the 8o short it seemeth, so soon it is gone,

i ballot box express the sincere conviction of gond men, not the 8o much to do, yet so little I've done !

it venial and perverted vagaries of publicans and sinners, Can ye not lengthen it out just a mite ! d

) “But,” you say, ““a politician must be a party man.” “The Give me some added time ere cometh night !

i machine is in politics and it will not tolerate an independent.” “Nay,” ery the moments, ! your prayer is m vain

1 Perhaps this applies even more forcibly to the United States A moment once wasted ne'er cometh again.”

than it does to us, and yet the machine neither made, nor can —Mrs. E. E. Williams
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The Great Welsh Revival

BY REV

ECENT cable dispatches have referred to a great revival
that has broken out in Wales. The ancient principality
is in a state of unparalleled religious enthusiasm,

Football watches have been cancelled ; theatres deserted ;
drinking clubs broken up ; atheistical books burned ; piles of
low music destroyed. Prayer-meetings are being held in
homes, stations, coal-pits and on street corners. Denomin-
ational barriers have disappeared, and ministers of the
different churches have co-operated in the most fraternal
manner, So great is the public interest that Cardiff's four
leading newspapers have been devoting two columns daily
to the news of the movement,

So far the movement has been chiefly among the Welsh ;
but their English neighbors are catching the fire and there is
hope that it will spread to London and throughout England.
Altogether there is promise of the greatest awakening since
1859,

The remarkable feature of the revival is its apparently
spontaneous character. It is true that for some years devout
Welshmen have publicly and
privately expressed the longing
for a great revival. But this
one began in an unexpected
manner. and in an ordinary ser-
vice, the immediate occasion
being & young woman’s brief
but thrilling testimony of her
love for the Saviour. At once
the whole aspect of the meeting
was changed, and ordinary de-
corum gave place to long-lost
expressions of rapture. About
the same time a young miner,
named Evan Roberts, felt the
call and compulsion of the Spirit.
He had already left the mine,
preparatory to entering a theological college when suddenly
and wuthoritatively he received what he called his baptism of
fire. Testifying in simple phrases to the voices he had
heard and the visions he had seen, he began work in his own
neighborhood.  Conversions followed ; the news spread ; the
countryside was aflame. Calls to the young missioner came
from every hand ; and wherever he has gone the large mining
villages have been so roused that everything else has been
overshadowed. Thousands have turned to Christ, and have
shown the sincerity of their profession by directly uniting
with the churches,

In the British Weekly Rev. Thomas Law gives his impres-
sions of Mr. Roberts and his work. He says that the revival
is going on in innumerable towns and villages simultaneously.
“1t is just as if a spark had fallen in dry heather and ignited
the countryside. It is g Ily believed in the churches of
Wales that it is the direct work of the Holy Spirit. Certainly
it is difficult to explain on the human side, for all the usual
machinery of a mission is absolutely absent. There are no
bills announcing the mission, there are no united choirs, or
choirs of any kind, as far as I could ascertain. T believe in
many cases there is not even a committee.” Mr. Roberts is
thus described : “He is a young man of about twenty-six,
clean shaven, and quite youthful-looking. He has a most
attractive personality, and you realize at once that he is really
and intensely in earnest. His work is far from being a mere
performance. He is magnetic to a degree, and his wonderful
aj , given when his face is lighted up with an indescrib-
able radiance, seems irresistible. His addresses are short
and broken. Speaking as he did almost entirely in Welsh,
the elect language which T had the misfortune not to know,
I could not gauge the quality of his addresses, except by the
effect they produced on the audi Occasionally he spoke
in English, but evidently he has no practice in English
speaking. T should judge that he is no orator, even in his
own language. T may say I saw nothing of the extraordinary
gestures, about which some people have written to the papers.
Away from the pulpit he is most modest and retiring.

“Although he has decided gifts and marked attractiveness,

MR. EVAN ROBERTS

J. R. PATTERSON

and a personality which cannot be analyzed or described, yet
the explanation of the unique mission is not to be found in
Evan Roberts, and he would be the first to confess it. He
usually does not stay in a town more than two days, and he
makes no plans ahead, going from town to town, as he
believes he is led of the Spirit.”

Mr. Law gives a graphic description of an extraordinary
meeting which he attended in a village bearing the decidedly
Welsh name of Ynysbwl. This meeting is a type of many.
In spite of the bad weather the church was crowded and many
eould not getin. Mr. Roberts did not arrive for two hours after
the commencement. But the mission went on in his absence.
There was absolutely no order or arrangement in the service.
and there was really no conductor. Someone would pray,
then perhaps another would start a Welsh hymn or give
testimony or make confession of sin. This might be followed
by another prayer or a short address. Anybody would spring
up in any part of the building, and no one could tell one
minute what was going to happen the next. This went on
for hours without the slightest cessation. Frequently prayer
and singing went on together. Sometimes a brief address
was delivered by someone in the audience. Perbaps in the
middle of it someone else would start singing. .

Asked if this did not mean a great deal of confusion, Mr.
Law replied : “I admit that this would give you the impres
sion that it was so, but, remarkably enough, there was really
no confusion. There was undoubtedly great emotion. Some
of the strongest men were prostrate in tears, and convulsed
by some unusual power. Altogether, the manifestations
were extraordinary. When Mr, Roberts arrived at about
12.30, after the meeting had been going on for two or three
hours, the same thing continued, except that his presence
seemed to give extra enthusinsm. He ascended the pulpit,
which had up to this time been unoccupied. He gave a very
brief address, which was broken in the middle by somebody
in the audience striking up a Welsh tune, and then someone
broke in with prayer, and then another quoted passages of
Scripture. This was mostly in Welsh, though with occasional
snatches of English. Again Mr. Roberts spoke for a few
minutes. Then those who professed conversion during the
morning stood up. One thing with which T was very much
struck was that names and addresses of those who professed
conversion were read out from the pulpit. At 2 o'clock, Mr.
Roberts said they might adjourn for a little physical refresh
ment. They resumed the meeting at 3 o'clock, and went on
all the afternoon, all the evening, and well on to the next
morning, and the astonishing thing was that everybody
stayed. It was only when absolute physical exhaustion came
on that the audience began to move. There seemed to be a
remarkable spell over the people,”

One thing which impressed the observer was the large
number of young men and young women at the wmeeting,
particularly the young men. In case the tide of rich blessing
spreads to England Mr. Law expects that it will take another
form as the English temperament differs from the Welsh.
Baut, of course, no one would for a moment limit the methods
of the Spirit.

Thorold, Ont.

I uave not a shadow of a doubt that if all our eyes could
be opened to-day, we should see our homes, and our places
of business, and the streets we traverse, filled with the
“chariots of God.” There is no need for any one of us

to walk for lack of chariots. That cross inmate of your
household, who has hitherto made life a burden to you, and
who has been the Juggernaut car to crush your soul into the
dust, may henceforth be a glorious chariot to carry you to the
heights of heavenly patience and long-suffering. That mis-
under ding, that mortification, that unkindness, that dis-
appointment, that loss, that defeat—all these are chariots
waiting to carry you to the very heights of victory you have
so longed to reach. Mount into them, then, with thankful
hearts, and lose sight of all second causes in the shining of
His love who will carry you in His arms safely and
triumphantly over it all. —Hannah Whitall Smith.
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Our Canadian Winter

BY THE EDITOR

ANADA has the advantage of enjoying the variety of
four decided seasons, each with ivs own charm. Those
who live in this country would find it difficult to decide

Jjust which season is their favorite, but the majority of the
people would not care to part with any one of them. Our
winter has been much maligned by those who know little
about us, but it has its pleasures which few would like to
relinquish altogether. In California some ex-Canadians
were asked how they liked that country. They replied, “ O,
very well, but we sometimes just long for an old-fashioned
Canadian snow storm.” If the votes of the young people
could be polled on the subject, winter would probably
take first place in their affections. The sports of this
season of the year are exceedingly dear to the heart of
youth,  Sleigh riding, tobogganing, skating, etc., are such
delightful and healthful pastimes that we cannot help feeling
sorry for those who know nothing of them. The cold, of

“Yes,” said he, “I see you have learned to lie like the
rest of the people here.”

It is, however, a simple fact that twenty or thirty degrees
below zero is nut felt to anything like the same extent us zero
weather in a damper climate. Upon the coldest days in the
west the sun shines brightly, and the people go about their
work with a zest that is sidply unknown in southern
countries

We are glad to note that the Canadian winter is now
better understood in the Old Land than it used to be.

Cassel's Magyazine, an English publication, says: “ We,
who live on this side of the Atlantic and only meet with
casual frost and snow, which is apt to be accompanied by disa-
greeable results, are hardly in a position to judge of the
effect of these agents in a Canadian winter, The dry, clear
atmosphere removes that sense of discomfort which is apt to
be felt in more humid climates. Snow, which is here thought

A FROSTY MORNING

course, sometimes becomes intense, but it does not often con
tinue for any length of time, and our houses are o thoroughly
warmed that a greater amount of comfort is obtained than in
England, where heating arrangements are so much less
efficient. i

The thermometer in Manitoba and the North-West often
goes much lower than in Ontario, but the atmosphere there is
sodry and stimulating that the cold is not noticed to the
same extent. It is a common remark by the westerners,
when they come east: “ O yes, it is cold, but you don’t
feel it.”

During my residence in Winnipeg I was met one day on
Main Street by a gentleman who asked the stereotyped
question :

“How do you like Winnipeg?”

“ Very well, indeed,” was the reply.

“What about the cold 1” was the second query.

“0 I do not mind that.”

a nuisance, is in Canada hailed with the greatest delight, Tt
means all sorts of pleasures of which we here know but little,
such as sleighing, tobogganing, and snow-shoeing. It protects
from frost the wheat sown in autumn and as for commerce,
though the river is closed for five months at a time, traffic is
in other respects facilitated, the river and lakes being bridged
over and roads made in all directions without the assistance
of human labor ; so that it has been said, and said with truth,
that an insufficient supply of snow and ice would be nothing
less than a national calamity.

“Of course, everyone who lives in Canada and who goes
there nowadays is prepared for the cold. It was a very differ-
ent matter for poor Jacques Cartier, the French navigator,
when, without the slightest idea of what was in store for him,
he sailed gaily up the St. Lawrence under the blazing heat
of a summer sun in the year 1535, For all he knew he
had arrived at a land of perpetual summer. Imagine his
horror when he found himself frozen up and his crew dying
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of cold and scurvy, a disease at that time quite unknown in
Europe. But to be forewarned is to be forearmed, and most of
us would probably be glad to exchange our dull and foggy
winter season for the bright and serene atmosphere of our
great American colony.”

Niagara in Winter
BY ANTOINETTE SMITH,

HAD always been desirous of seeing Niagara, the magni-
ficent, in winter. So, when the opportunity came, I ac-
cepted it, and on one of the brightest of January morn-

ings set out, with a few congenial friends, to visit the Falls,
We left the train at the town of Niagara Falls, where we
procured a covered sleigh and plenty of fur robes, for the
sleighing was fine and the air nipping cold.

Everything was covered with a heavy mantle of frost that
sparkled in the sunlight as if woven of diamonds. Goat Island
was a land of wonders, where trees and shrubs were turned
into fairy bowers and marvellous palaces with shining mina-
rets; Luna Island had become a labyrinth of frosty loveliness,
While upon the glittering surface of the Three Sister Islands
we walked with fear and trembling, watching the raging tor-
rent sweep past and shivering in the bittor wind, for the mist
rendered the cold biting and intense.

I can not remember at what partic
upou those mighty cascades in all |
arching rainbow in their waters ;
first heard the thunder of their
seemed to be always present.

For us the beauty of the riv .« ccenery below the falls cul-

inated in the inspiring whirlpool, with its vortex of
boiling waters of a deep blue color—such a wonderful deep
blue—that plunged and writhed with a wild and sullen roar,
like some huge creature in the last mortal throes.

Our one adventure, which might have proved thrilling,
occurred in going “ under the sheet” on the Canadian side.
Arrayed in the becoming uniform provided for such excur-
sions, we took our places in the icy elevator, and, with much
groaning of the dripping cables, slowly made the de-cent.
Preceded by our guide, we entered a long, narrow, rocky cav-
ern, where the icy water dripped on us in a most uncomfort-
able way, and our teeth chattered so we could scarcely speak.
‘When about half way through the channel, our guide, with an
exclamation more energetic than elegant, suddenly deserted
us. There we were, alone in that dark ge, perfectly
ignorant of where it led, afraid to move, almost deafened by
the roar of the waters, and almost perishing with the intense
cold. It was an anxious moment, and our anxiety was not
greatly lessened when, at last, the guide returned and ex-
plained the cause of his sudden departure :

“ We'd a bin in a box, I tell you, if that fire had a gone
out,” he said, cheerfully ; I forgot to fix.it when we left the
elevator, and it was a'most dead when T got back.”

“ What harm would have been done if it had gone out?”
we asked, indignantly, not relishing the plight he had left
us in,

The guide laughed comfortably as he answered :

“ Well, we'd a bin fixed for sure if them cables had once
got froze solid. Guess they'd a got us up some time nex’
spring.”

Augwa beheld, from the mouth of the cavern the rainbow
splendors of those matchless cataracts, now almost within
touch, we realized as nowhere else their magnitode and their
sublimity. Sucha vast volume of water wielding such an
awful power! The strength of the hills and the unconquer-
able forces of the inland seas rushing on to the ocean. We
stood at the verge of the cavern and looked over the icy pre
pice, down, down, down into the maelstrom of dark gieen
waters, where great blocks of ice were being vround into atoms
under the billows of foam and the whirlingspray. We walked
along the narrow, rocky ledge, close to the wall of the cliff,
among the huge stalagmites of ice, whose exquisite biue col
orings outrivalled the brightest turquoise and the rarest sap
phire, often showing the opal’s heart of flame through their
blue transparency. But more marvellous and beauviful was
the great icicle depending from the clifls far above, that the

ide assured us was the largest in the world. It was of a
g:lium green tint and symmetrical in form,

‘We were beginning to fear lest we, too, were turning into

place we first looked
ir grandeur, with the
1o I remember when we
From the first they
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icy statues when the guide suggested our return. We quickly
retraced our steps, and were much relieved to find the cables
in working order, and heariily glad that we had braved the
descent,

The weather had suddenly changed, aud the snow was fall-
ing so rapidly by this time that further sightseeing was impos-
sible.  We crossed the long, swaying suspension biidge in a
llizzard, with the sleet beating against the sleigh windows,
and the last glimpse we had of the great waterfalls of Niagara
was through the almost blinding veil of snow.— Western Chris-
tian Advocate.

Do Children Need to be
Converted ?
BY REV, R WHITTINGTON, M.A., D.D,

FEEL impelled to write a few words with respect to the
point of greatest wenkness in the attitude of the Church
toward our young people, and one which gives rise to

most of the mischief arising from the drifting of our young
people away from the Church.

I refer to the fuct that our chiliren are considered not to
understand what it is to be a member of the Church and so
are not considered to he members until they have “reached
the years of uuderstanding.” 1f we count them out for such
a reason they unconscously aceept the fact, and when the
time comes for them to make their decision they find them
selves outside of the Church through no fault of their own, and
the question is, *“ Being out, shall they come in1"  But before
that motuentous period arrives is it to be wondered at thut
they should drife away ! The Lord rebuked the disciples
for turning such away, saying that of such is the kingdom of
heaven. The lesson, .t seems, would need to be tuught over
agiin to many at the present day, and I think that the
Church at large should give greater consideration to the
relation of children to the Church, for there can be no
question as to their relation to the Kingdom. Would it not
be better to enroll all our children as members of the Church,
since they are members of the Church above ! and as they
gradually assume their responsibilities for themselves, they
will assume them without question as members of the Church.
Anyway, I would rather have my children in the Church
when they come to the day of decision, and have them answer
the question : * Being in, shall we go out?” rather than,
“ Being out, shall we come in1” The spiritual and psycho
logical attitude of the Church towards the children is wrong
at this point, in my opinion. And the logical converse of
that is that the spiritual and psychologieal attitude of the
children towards the Church wnd consequently towards
religion is correspondingly wrong, and ali the more mischiey-
ous because unconsciously so.  Where are we taught in the
Bible the age at which children mny be received into the
Church and until which it ix better that they remain out?

To illustrate. A good brother once addressed mv Sunday-
school and did it well but at the close he said, © All you who
are converted and know that you are the childrn of God,
please stand up.” About half a dozen of the elder pupils
stood up. The implication on the part of the uthers could be
nothing less than that these are the children of God and we
are not. The expression of the school as a whole was not
bright nor pleasant. 1 could not allow it to pass  When the
brother sat down I asked all those who loved God and the
Lord Jesus Christ because they believed they were good, to
raise thei~ hands  Instantly every hand went up  Agiin 1
asked them if they thonght they ought to try to be good,
to be like Giod and to please Him. Again their hands
went up with brightening faces. Foally 1 sasked all who
would try, just simply try a real good honest try, to
love and serve God and be wood to those about them, to
stand up.  Instantly they all came to their feet and
the expression of their faces was totally changed. They
feit, although they could not put it in so many words,
that they were countsd in, not counted cut. and in the depths
of their innocent hearts that is instinctively where they
wanted to be,

Again, a dear good boy but a bay and not an angel, came
to me in great trouble one day and -aid that Miss So.and so
had told him he wae not converted and that it was time he
was.  He had been doing something that was not vight in her
estimation and that probably really was wrong, I told the
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boy that if he had been doing the wrong thing it should be
set right. To this his assent was instant and cordial. Now
that boy was a regular attendant at class, the Epworth
League, all the services of the church and the Sunday-school,
played the piano in the League for them and had just begun
work as an usher in the church. He was never out at nights
and, humanly speaking, had no bad habits. He was growing
up into Christ his living Head. He was like a tree planted
by the river of waters, going no more out from His presence.
Was not that boy moving on right lines and, boy-like, doing
his best, if T may talk after the manner of men ! He told me
he loved the Lord and that he wanted to be good. I am sure
that of such is the kingdom of heaven. When I had ny talk
with him he went away happy and with his mind af rest.
What application had conversion to him? Does such a term
not apply to sinners only! And are we not warranted in
praying for the day to come speedily when there shall be
no more conversions in the Church, for there shall be none
who have gone astray !

It seems to me that the children are God's children, every
one, and that we should accept that fact without reserve
even ay He does, and if He admits them into the Church
above so should we admit them into the Church beneath,
always remembering that unless we become as little children
we shall in no wise enter therein.

Vancouver, B.C.

Fool-Hiller No. 3.

OME years ago a young Chicagoan became fascinated
S with the wish to pass through that hell of watérs below
Niagara Falls which men call “the Whirlpool,” and
waking or sleeping he dreamed of little else. He constructed
after his own designs a closed boat with which he was to float
through its roaring
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The fact is that man is so made up that he craves excitement,
craves it abnormally, and seeks it even when accompanied by
most immediate peril. Just as the leader'in Virgil's epic
comforts his half-drowned companions by the thought that
their escape will furnish many an after-remembrance of
delight, —

** Forsitan haec olim meminisse juvabit,”—

80 men will leap from bridges and jump across the muzzles of
exploding guns simply for the thrill which accompanies the
escape. But that proverb accurately analyzes life which
says: “The pitcher which goes often to the fountain is
broken at the last.” There may come No. | and No. 2, but
there always comes a No, 3; and then the curtain is rung
down upon a new-made grave,

A young man may survive his first spree and even with
some difficulty straighten up after his second debauch, but
the next drunk is likely to prove his “ Fool-killer No, 3,” and
he sinks under the waves with scarce a ery. Old gamblers
never win from a novice upon the first dealing of the cards.
But let the young gambler feel the thrill of success following
peril, and he is snared for his own destruction. He risks
once and wins; he doubles his stakes to increase the peril
and augment the pleasure, and he gains once more. He
throws all fear to the winds, ventures out in No. 3, and is
dragged from the engulfing billows a drowned thing, never
more to lift up the head. No. 3 has done its work. The
new arrival in the city who must needs see the sights, goes
with some hardened companion to the levee and comes home
without having given way to temptation. The second time
he ventures farther, and still escapes. But No. 3 is his tomb,
For the rest of his life he is a wreck, with bitter memories
and rottenness of the bones, The only safety, young man, is
to let the Fool-killers alone. Leave Nos. 1 and 2 to them

maelstrom, and the press
of Buffalo and neigh
boring cities promptly
dubbed it “the Fool-
killer.” But to the joy
of the constructor and
the chagrin of his
censors he came through
the ordeal alive, and
straightway began the
building of * Fool killer
No. 2.”

For a second time
“luck " favored him ;
and next he must try
his hand at something
yet more venturesome
So in due time
canvas bag, b
globe, with st
was constructe
the designer, waving
his hand to his friends
upon the Chicago
wharves, set out, pro
pelled by the wind
alone, for the east shore
of Lake Michigan. His
rolling bag was seen to
disappear far out to sea, and then came the period of
waiting. The waiting proved vain. Twenty-four hours
later a woman, attracted by the circling of gulls around a
surf-worn spot upon the Michigan shore, was drawn thither
to see what excited these clouds of water fowl. Tossed upon
the leaping and ebbing waves she found the body of a man,
and a few hundred yards distant the collapsed frame and
torn covering of Fool-killer No. 3. There was to be no need,
it would seem, of a No. 4. No. 3 had done its work. Cold
and stiff and half-frozen the body was taken from the mock-
ing waves and borne to the shore. After due preparation the
corpse was buried and the little, pitiful tragedy was ended.
Fool-killer No. 3 has already passed into history.

During the few days that have since elapsed, the daily
press has taken the man and his mad projects in hand, seek-
ing some réasonable account for his strange acts. But so far
as we have read these philosophizings, they all miss the mark.

CHERRY BLOSSOM TIME, KANAZAWA PARK, JAPAN

From “The Heart of Japan.”

selves and No. 3 will never slay you, Dandle with tempta-
tion and you are lost. We remember a day we spent in the
woods as a lad, when we unexpectedly came upon a rustic
bridge under which was a pool, crystal clear, and in the
middle of that poola mighty trout slowly fanning himself with
his fins,  For an hour we tried every known device without
avail. We threw if one grasshopper after another, and the
insect scarcely had touched the water before it was inside the
trout. But the moment we dropped a baited hook in the
same spot the trout lay still as a whetstone, At last in sheer
diagunt\ we went away and left hook and line hanging uncon-
cealed over the bridge. We came back two hours later and
there was the trout dangling on the end of our pole. He
knew the danger, but he chose to lie and think about it. That
was his undoing. It drew him surely toward the bait and
he was hooked past redemption. '

No man who contemplates peril is safe, Any man who
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thinks about it constantly is sure to incur it. The only
safety lies in avoiding it, passing not near it, shunning its
fascination and so shunning its spell. And many a reader of
the daily press who speaks flippantly of the folly of the young
mechanic who went down in Fool-killer No, 3, is preparing
himself for a more serious but not less certain death in a
perilous game of moral hazard.— Z'he Interior,

Heroic Action.
BY NEMO.

N the days of Dr. T. H. Hagerty's earlier ministry he was
pastor in a country town where he Lad an active church.
They were accustomed to have revivals, and thus gather in

the people. In that town was a landlord who had a dance-hall
in connection with
his hotel, and he
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you may always enjoy the blessings of heaven in this world
and have a bright prospect for life eternal. My life is devote
to the welfare of my fellow men. Being a minister of the gos
pel, I say, ‘Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy
heart cheer thee ; but remember that for ail these things God
will bring thee into judgment.’” A few more words were
spoken kindly, when he said, *Would it not be well to ac
knowledge the Giver of all these mercies before we eat ! If
there is no objection I will ask a blessing.”

This was done and a few words were said, when the preacher
said he was not in the habit of eating at that hour, and if they
would kindly excuse him, he would retire. He bowed a * Good
night to all.”

The landlord never sent the parson another ticket, nor did
he again attempt to run the opposition dance to the church
services, Within a year he died.

The parson was removed

would always be
ready to open out a
series of dances when-
ever meetings were
held, thus keeping
young people away,
as well as leading,
if possible, from the
church some who had
commenced the re-
ligious life. Dr.
Hagerty was not
long in learning the
plan. The pastor
and landlord met one
day in the street,
“ Well, how do you
do, pastor 1" “Quite
well.” “How do
your meetings pro-
gress!”  “ Reason-
ably well,” was the
answer. “‘How do
your dances suc-
ceed 1” was the ques-
tion by the pastor,
“Oh! quite well; we
have jolly times, lots
of fun. You had
better come down
and see.” ‘“You never gave me an invitation,” said the
pastor. “Well, that is so,” said the landlord, “but the
next one we have, I will send you a ticket.” ¢ Better
not,” said the pastor, *for I might come.” *1I dare you to
come,” said the landlord ; “you would be afraid to meet my
jolly erowd.”

So they parted. Some days after, the pastor got a compli-
mentary ticket to the ball. He said nothing, but went on and
held his meeting as usual, several being at the altar of prayer,
seeking salvation. After service he told some of the brethren
he was going down to the hotel to the dance, and asked them
to pray for him. He told them the conversation he had had
with the landlord and what be intended doing. They were
much surprised at his purpose, but said, “Go, and the Lord
be with you.”

Dr. Hagerty went, and met the landlord, in the office.
He appeared much nonplussed as the pastor said : “1 got
your ticket, so here I am.” The landlord invited him to sit
down. “I want to tell you why I have come,” said the pastor.
* All right, sir.” “I suppose by and by you will have supper ;
if so, if you will permit me to meet the young people and speak
a few words and say grace, I will stay. If not, I will beg to
be excused.” “ All right,” said the landlord, I will see the
manager, and if he is favorable, I will be pleased to have you
meet the peop'e.” In a short time he returned and said, *'All
right, parson, the manager says he will be glad to meet you.”
So the parson sat and read and conversed with the landlord
till supper-time, when he was led into the dining-room, where
was a long table, with probably some fifty persons. Some of

Rev.

them the preacher had seen in the congregation, some were
total strangers. Dr. Hagerty said : “Good-evening, ladies and
Glad to see you well and in good health.

gentlemen. Hope

SUNDAY BCHOOL SCHOLARS, TOYAMA
W. W. Prudham, Mrs, Prudham and Merrill in background.
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by the economy of the Church and settled in an adjoir ing town,
Some years after, a young man met him and said: ** Is not your
name Hagerty, and are you not the man who attended the dance
at the hotel in ——1” Being answered in the affirmative, he
said : “T thought so. I was one of the young men at that
table, and I never forgot your words. I have given up dane
ing, joined the Church, and have much more enjoyment in
the service of God than I ever had in the w ys of the world.”
What further thouge .2 and actions grew out of this act of the
parson is not known, and probably will not be till the books
are opened above.—Central Christian Advocate,

Grace of HKind Listening

HERE is a grace of kind listening, as well as a grace of
kind speaking. Some men listen with an abstracted
air, which shows that their thoughts are elsewhere,

Or they seem to listen, but by wide answers and irrelevant
questions show that they have been occupied with their own
thoughts, as being more interesting, at least in their own
estimation, than what you have been saying. Some interrupt,
and will not hear you to the end. Some hear you to the end,
and then forthwith begin to talk to you about a similar
experience which has befallen themselves, making your case
only an illustration of their own, Some meaning to be kind,
listen with such a determined, lively, violent attention, that
you are at once made uncomfortable, and the charm of con
versation is at an end. Many persons, whose manners will
stand the test of speaking, break down under the trial of
listening. But all these things should be brought under the
sweet influences of religion.— Frederick W, Faber,
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The Culture of Friendship
BY MISS CLARA WALLACE,

HE method for the culture of friendship finds its best
and briefest summary in the Golden Rule, Trust is
the first requisite for making a friend, and faithfulness

is the first requisite for keeping him

The way to have a friend is to be a friend Friendship
which begins with sentiment will not live and thrive on senti
ment. Friendship is not a common thing to be picked up in
the street. It would not be worth much if it were, Like
wisdom it must be
sought for as for hid
treasures, and to keep
it demands care and
thought.

Every casual ac
quaintance is not a
hero. There are
pearls of the heart
which cannot be
thrown to swine.
There ought to be a
sanctuary to which
few gain admittance,
It is a sin against
ourselves to let our
affections wither.
Our hearts demand
love, as truly as our
bodies demand food.
We cannot live
among rmen, suspi
cious and careful of
our own interests,
without doing dis-
honor and hurt to
our own nature,
Highest of all in the
things of the soul, we
feel that the true
Christian life cannot
be lived in the des
ert, but must be a life among men, and this because it
is a life of joy as well as of service. True criticism
does not consist, as many think, in depreciation but in
appreciation. Influence is the greatest of all human gifts,
and we all have it in some measure. There are some to whom
we arc something if not everything. To expect loyalty and
devotion from all alike is to court disappointment. There can
never be true friendship without self-respect. Friends should
be chosen by a higher principle than any worldly one, They
should be chosen for character, for goodness, for truth and
trustworthiness, because they have sympathy with us in our
best thoughts and holiest aspirations, because they have con
tinuity of mind in the things of the soul

Toronto, Ont

Learning to be Hindly

HERE are many people who excuse themselves from the
little familiarities and kindnesses of life on the ground
that they are not natural to them. These people say

that they are reserved by disposition, and cannot be free and
easy in meeting other people.

But we can learn to be genial and gentle just as we can
learn to row a boat or to throw stones or to write shorthand
or to speak a new language.

“That homeliness and unaffected simplicity of addre
which made Ruskin so approachable to «
work of a lo
made hims

S

iild or man was the
life's discipline. The strongest of men, he had
f the servant of all, and, judged by his own
standard, his greatness had lain just here,”
Rawnsley.

What Ruskin learned we can learn. The greater the
difficulties we have to surmount, the sweeter and more
fragrant the gentleness we shall acquire. It will have a
beauty of its own, because it will be the product of G

re,” says Canon

s own

help in our lives, just as those words of love and friendship
are most valued which are wrung with most effort from the
deepest natures,— Forward.
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The Glad Hand

AN is a firm believer in the glad hand. It is a form of
M geniality that gives constant delight People are for.
ever meeting ; the contact of life with life knows no
interruption ; and the joy of life is greatly affected by the
manner and spirit in which humans come together. The
preference for warmth of greeting, with even a measure of
effusiveness attached, is deep-seated and universal. No one
likes to be coldly met ; everyone likes to be saluted with a
certain accent of gladn
Hence the charm of friendship. A man walks along the

From * The Heart of Japan,
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crowded street unemotionally ; the faces are all strange ; he
is unstirred ; but suddenly he catches sight of an old friend
whom he has not seen for years. At once a feeling almost
akin to ecstasy awakens within him ; he is to be the receiver
1o less than the giver of the glad hand. A situation like this
cannot but produce an agitation of pleasure within the breast ;
without it the sun would be always down, The tragedy of
the friendless life comes from the ‘absence of any who shall
thrill with gratification at his approach ; he is a stranger o
the glad hand ; he neither gives nor gets it, and is thus living
under dismal, heart-breaking limitations that wust chill the
genial current of the soul.

It is on this principle that the love of popularity finds its
explanation. This is not necessarily a vulgar passion, though
it may easily be perverted into vulgarity. The perjured arts
and insinuating smiles and seductive fe cundity of the selfish
demagogue are well known ; but the counterfeit does not
disprove the worth of the true. There is something essen
tially human-hearted and nobly natural in the desire for
popularity. It bears testimony to the gratifying quality and
pleasing essence that belong to the glad hand. There is
a solidarity of esteem and good-will ; and the popular man is
the one to whom not merely one individual or a few indi-
viduals pay their tribute of regard ; he is the man on whom a
whole community, or it may be a whole nation, looks with
favor. He dwells, o to speak, within range of the colossal
hand-grasp of admiring multitudes

Opportunities for extending the glad hand are eagerly
seized upon. The champion of the Henley contest is not per-
mitted to return quietly and unobserved to his native city ;
the hands of his fellow-townsmen are stretched out to him in
rejoicing and congratulation. Indeed, one main reason why
it is 8o sweet to gain victories, whether on the field of battle,
in the political contest, on the college campus, on the regatta
waters, in the commercial arena, or in the sphere of intel
lectual or moral achievement, is because the wi

ner is sure of
the glad hand from some quarter ; and there is no compensa-
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tion he relishes more. All men are attracted by it; none
can escape the spell. Therefore all men should cultivate the
habit of diffusing sunshine through this fine, tropic avenue of
personality. No habit creates more happiness; nor is any
more profitable. The man with sunny ways, other things
being equal, is the man whom the people will command to go
up higher; promotion awaits him. The world delights to
honor the man who has a cordial front and soulful acknow
ledgment for his fellows. Nor is the impulse a misdirected
one; for behind the glad hand, if it be the sincere expression
of nature, will be found generosity of heart, largeness of sym
pathy, and genuine humanity.— Zoronto Star.

“Oh! That Choir!”

THE wail of the *“convention-goer” on “that organ” hds

stirred up another friend to express his feelings about

‘“that choir” which plays Mrs. Malaprop not infre-
quently on like occasions.

“Why should a choir,” he asks, *consider itself a thing
apart from the rest of the programme, singing anything that
fancy suggests, at its own sweet will, whether it has any
bearing upon the intellectual or devotional side of the meeting
or not! Let us give one or two specific instances, In a
recent spirited Christian Endeavor meeting, after an enthu-
sinstic speaker had aroused the audience to action, when the
theme was life and progress, and when aggressive vigor,
earnest hopefulness, was in the air, the choir sang Phabe
Carey's beautiful funeral song,

44 One sweetly solemn thought
Comes to me o'er and o'er.
I'm nearer home to-day
Than 1 ever have been before,”

“They might just as
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whom nobody can understand.
audience something like this

Many anthems sound to the

“*Um, um, am, dum, dum, sam,
Oh, ah, se, la, la, lam.
Why should a choir consider the words it sings of no conse
quence! Suppose a speaker should mount a platform and
give vent to a number of connected musical sounds, without
any sense or any possibility of being understood by the
audience ! He would be hissed off the platform. But that is
just what half the professional choirs are constantly inflicting
on a long-suffering public.”

So much for our friend’s protest. Who will say there is
not much reason in it ? The fact is, the anthems and special
choir music should be selected to fit the occasion as carefully
as the addresses or the Scripture reading.

The anthem should never be chosen to show off the choir,
but always to add to the spiritual power of the meeting.
Usually, too, there is far too much special music. One short
anthem for a convention session is quite enough, Let the
congregation do the singing. It is the only audible part they
can take in the service. Don't deprive them of this privilege.
—Christian Endeavor World.

How to Keep Young
NUT a few persons who write 1905 at the head of their

letters will do so with a sigh at the reminder of increas

ing age. Women, more than men, are possessed with
a dread of growing old, not realizing that maturity has its
charms and compensations. We wish young people oftener
had it impressed upon them that they may provide for a
happy old age by laying up a reserve of sound health and a
store of happy memories, as well as by cultivating tastes and

well have sung,

“*Sleep on, bel
take thy rest,

““On another occa-
sion, when the audi-
ence were wearied
with the long service,
a large part of which
had been musical,
and when all were
waiting for one of
the chief speakers,
whose time had al-
ready been cut down
from half an hour to
twenty minutes by
preceding anthems,
the choir arose, shook
out their skirts, ad-
justed their stiff col-
lars, cleared their
throats, listened to a
long voluntary on
the organ, and then
began,

4 A little time for pa.

tient waiting.’

“Once more, to-
ward the close of a
long session, when the
spiritual forces were at their best and the congregation was
about to go away with new resolves to lead a strenuous Chris-
tian life, the quartette choir, wishing to. show their musical
agility, began each one individually and coliectively to declare
that he or she was a pilgrim. The tenor declared that he was
a pilgrim, and the bass hastened to add that he was a pilgrim,
and the soprano volunteered the same information, while the
alto, not to be outdone, asserted that she, too, was a pilgrim.
Then, each added that he or she was a stranger as well as a
pilgrim. They followed each other over hill and dale, jumped
all the musical fences, and came in on the home stretch, all
declaring unanimously that they were both pilgrims and
strangers—a fact which, if true, had absolutely nothing to do
with the subject of the meeting or the programme as outlined.

“But most exasperating of all is the mumbling choir,

From *“The Heart of Japan.”
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resources which will outlast youth. As for those who are
already approact niddle age, there is no surer way to grow
old prematurely than to dread the future. It is essential, if
we wish to keep young, to cultivate that hopeful habit of
mind so characteristic of youth—the hope which makes one
able to say with Browning, “The best is yet to be,” and with
Lucy Larcom, “Every year life is larger and deeper and more
beautiful in its possibilities.” Allied with this attitude of
expectancy must be the ability to see the amusing side of life,
Worry and vexation over what would better be laughed at
result in disfiguring wrinkles. Above all, if the years bring
us, as they should, a better understanding of.ourselves, a broad
ening of active human sympathies, a firmer faith in Provi
dence, we shall find life abundantly worth the living, no matter
what may be the number of our birthdays,

Congregationalist,
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Quiet Hour.
The Wish and the Prayer.

Oh, that mine eye might closed be,

To what becomes me not to see ;

That deafness might possess mine ear,

To what concerns me not to hear,

That truth my tongue might always tie,

From ever speaking foolishly !

That no vain thought might ever rest,

Or be concerned in my breast ;

That by each word and deed and thought,

Glory might to my God be brought,

But what are wishes! Lord, mine eye

On Thee is fixed, to Thee I cry.

Oh, purge out all my sin,

Make more white than snow within ;

Wash, Lord, and purify my heart,

And make it clean in every part :

And when 'tis clean, Lord, keep it so,

For that is more than I can do.
—Ellwood, the friend of Milton.

Spiritual Growth.
BY MISS ETTA CAMPBELL.

="How shall we live in order to grow
spiritually ! Let us take a lesson from
nature. Why do plants grow?! Why
does your body grow! Because they are
surrounded by the conditions of growth,
If you would have your soul develop, you
must surround it with the conditions of
growth. What are they? The growth
of your body depends upon the food that
you eat, the atmosphere you breathe and
the exercise you take, Your soul needs
for growth the same three conditions,
food, atmosphere and exercise.

The f: you need to develop you
spiritually is Bible study, prayer and

ditati The pl you will
need to breathe is the presence of God,
living in conscious communion with Him,
day by day, hour by hour. The exercise
your soul needs to make it grow is work-
ing for others, and just here is where we
gain our greatest growth, “Give, and it
shall be given unto you.” One grows
more in a year by teaching a class in the
Sunday-school than by being a member
of the finest Bible class. The test of a
great useful life is not “ What can I
get!” but “What can I give?!” The
supremest height Christ reached in His
earthly life was the cross, giving His
life for others.

Surround your soul, then, with these
three things, food,atmosphereand exercice,
and it must grow. Neglect any one of
them, it will be stunted in its growth,

What, then, are we to grow towards?
Why are we here! What was the object
of Christ’s life on earth? To do the will
of God. T came to do thy will, O God.”
We, also, are here to do the will of God.
What is His will for us? It is His will
that we should be holy. * Be ye holy for
I am holy.” *“Be ye also perfect even as
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
This is what we are to grow towards. A
high standard is it not, a thing to make
one tremble ; yet He said it, and lest we
fall by the way in our struggles to attain
unto that i too high dard

This is why strange mysteries have
happéned in our lives, things we cannot
understand, At whatever ccst, God will
have us holy. It is not necessary that we
should be either prosperous or happy,
but it is necessary that we should be holy
both for our own sakes and (/r the sake
of others.

What is a holy life? A holy life is u
life like Christ’s—to live in the world as
Christ would live if He were here to-day
—to live always in the spirit of Christ.
How do we get the spirit of Christ! By
associating with Him. But how do we
associate with Him! Through Bible
study, prayer and meditation,

Growth comes through Bible study and
meditation. Most of us read too hur-
riedly, pray too hurriedly, and so lose
our chance to grow. e forget the
importance of meditation. Not many of
us can spend an hour every day in reading
and meditation. Some 3 us can spend
perhaps half an hour, but if that is out of
the question surely every one can snatch
at least fifteen minutes even from a busy
day, and fifteen minutes a day faithfully
spent will contribute much to spiritual
culture. If five minutes only were
devoted to reading and ten minutes to
thinking about what we read mo.e true
growth would be attained than by spend-
ing the whole time in reading. To getat
the sweetness of the kernel of a Bible
truth takes time, deep thought, earnest
prayer and the help of the Holy Spirit.
When you open the Bible, pray the little
prayer, “Open thou mine eyes that I
may behold wondrous things out of thy
law.” And what wondrous things are
there! Through all the pages of that
Sacred Book walks the stately image of
a King with lowly and humble heart,
and if you read your Bible with your
soul as well as with your eyes, He will
come to you as you read, and walk at
your side as your helper,

But even fifteen minutes a day is too
short a time to gain any great deepening
of spiritual life. If from time to time,
once or twice a week we could take an
hour or more to be entirely alone with
God it would change our whole life for
us. The Rev. Andrew Murray has a
certain illustration he was very fond of
using. ‘“‘Imay put a poker into the fire
twenty times in the course of a day, and
leave it there two or three minutes each
time, and it will never be thoroughly
heated, If you are going to get the fire
of God's holiness and leve and power
burning in your heart you must take
more time in His fellowship.”

Growth comes through prayer. What
the churches need most to-day is a
revival of prayer, not ily public
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of our noblest words and is synonymous
with the will of God—the two are one.
“If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross daily
and follow me,”

Growth comes through aspiration. In
our best moments we all Jove to be better
men, better women, and though we be
far from the ideal, this very longing in
our hearts for holiness shows that we
have capacity of a spiritual growth, and
He who created the longing created also
the means for its satisfacticn. The man
who is satisfied with himself has ceased
togrow. Only heis growing who sees just
beyond his reach a vision of something
greater, higher and nobler for him in this
earthly life. This aspiration takes the
drudgery out of life and makes it beauti-
ful to be alive.

Deseronto, Ont.

The Beauty of Service.
BY MISS CLARA WALLACE.

It is one of the signs of how human
words are constantly becoming per-
verted, that it surprises us when we
think of freedom as a condition in
which & man is called upon to do, and
is enabled to do, the duty that God has
laid,upon him. Duty has become to us
such a hard word. Service has become
to us a term so full of the spirit of bond-
age, that we have ditﬁcultjv in realizing it

bodies the idea of f ki

It is not your business nor mine so
much to study whether we shall get to
heaven. It is our business to study how
we shall come into the midst of the pur-
poses of God, and have the unspeakable
privilege, in these few years, of doing
something for Him, something of His
work.

There is one saying of Jesus that often
comes to us as about the noblest thing
that human lips have ever said upon our
earth, and the most comprehensive—
that seems to sweep into itself all the
common-place experience of mankind.
Do you remember when He was sitting
with His disciples at the last supper, how
He lifted up His voice and prayed, and
in the midst of His prayer there came
these wondrous words, “ For their sakes
1 sanctify myself, that they might also be
unotiﬁe«{ "1 The whole of human life is
there. 1 am my best not simply for
myself but for the world. Let us remem-
ber that it is the little things that are
counted worthy in His sight. You can
help your fellow-leaguers, you must help
them, but the only way you can help
them is by being the noblest and best

prayer, but private prayer. The church
is weak b individual Christians are

it is possible for you to be, I
watch the workman working upon the

weak, and individual Christians are weak
because they do not read the Bible
enough, do not pray enough. With
many of us prayer is just a hasty word in
the morning, a weary word at night.

W

building which, by and by, is to soar to
the skies, and I see him looking up.and
wondering where those pinnacles are to
be, thinking how high they are to be,
measuring the feet, wondering how they
are to be built, and all the time he is

grow  stron, gh prayer.
Prayer is the mightiest force in the
universe, for it can reach the sailor on the
sea, the soldier on the battle-field, the

Healsosaid : “Lo, I am with you .lway,"'
and, “ T will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.”

in a far country.

(rowth comes throuj r{ duty-doing, and
duty-doing is ofmmel%nrd and calls for
self-denial and self-sacrifice. Duty is one

g a ive stone into the
building just where he has set to work.
Let him forget the pinnacles if he will, or
hold only the floating image of them in
his imagination for his inspiration ; but
the thing he must do is to put a brave,
strong soul, an honest and substantial
life into the building just where he is
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now at work. It seems to me that that
comes home to us all. Men are question-
ing now as they have never before,
whether Christianity is indeed the true
religion which is to be the salvation of
the world. Everywhere there is the good
and the bad, and the great question is—
this Christian religion, this Christian life
that claims so much for itself, is it com-
petent for the task it has undertaken to
do? Can it meet all human problems !
relieve all human miseries and fulfil all
human hopes? Epworth Leaguers, it is
for us to give our part of the answer to
that question. You say, what can I do?
You can furnish one Christian life. You
can furnish a life so faithful to every
duty, so ready for every service, so deter-
mined not to commit sin, that the great
Christian church may be the stronger for
your living in it.
Toronto, Ont.

No Time to be a Christian.

1 say to my friend, “Be a Christian.”
Thet means to be a full man. And he
saya to me, “I have not time to be a
Christian. I have not room. If my life
was not so full! You don’t know how
hard I work from morning till night.
‘What time is there for me to be a Chris-
tian ! What time is there, what room is
there, for Christianity in such a life as
mine?” But does it not seem to us so
strange, so absurd, if it was not so
melancholy, that man should say such a
thing as that !

It is as if the engine had said it had
no room for the steam. It isas if the
tree had said it had no room for the sap.
It is as if the ocean had said that it had
no room for the tide. 1t is as if the man
said he had no room for his soul. It is
as if life said it had no time to live,
when it is life. It is not something that
is added to life ; it is life. . . . Life
is the thing we seek, and man finds it in
the fulfilment of his life by Jesus Christ.
— Phillips Brooks.

Secret of Contentment.

¢ this cold weather continues much
longer,” said one to whom a severe winter
was proving very trying, ‘‘it will get on
my nerves. That's the way everybody
here is coming to feel. I just can’t
endure it any longer.” Doubtless, many
did feel just so about it.

They feel like a man in the dentist’s
chair, as the dentist cuts in closer and
closer to the nerve. At first it does not
seem painful at all, but as the enamel is
cut away and the little instrument pierces
in and in, the nerve becomes more and
more aware of what is happening, and
soon sets up a great disturbance.

But is there no way in which the
moral nerves may be absolutely secured
against irritation 1

The small boy had discovered one
secret of nervous rest in the matter of
the weather when he said : ““I don't care
what it does. If it's cold, I'll skate. If
it's snowy, I'll go out with my sled. If
it’s clear and dry, I'll go out with my
bicyele. If it rains I'll play in the house
with my soldiers.” Prepared for every-
thing, nothing worried him,

There is an even better secret. ‘I
have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therein to be content,” says Paul. We
can be so patient and at peace in the love
and trust of God that all things—cold
and heat, rain and drought, wealth and
poverty —shall work together for good to
us, whether we live always in ong or
have a taste of both.

The Precious Christ.
BY MACK CLOIE,

“Unto you which believe, He is
precious,”  The very words imply a
limitation. Jesus is not precious to the
unbelieving—only to those who believe.
The unbelieving do not know Him, hence
do not trust Him, do not love Him. If
we did not know the difference of value
between a Tiflany diamond and a piece of
transparent glass, the former would be
no more precious to us than the latter.
We must know to be able to appreci-
ate values. And men must first know
Jesus to appreciate Him-—to feel Him
‘ precious.”

One of the amazing things to-day in a
Christian land is, that so many do not
hold Jesus “precious.” We travel to a
world’s fair, and over seas and conti-
nents to look upon the wonders of art
and Nature ; and a greater wonder is at
our door, i.c., that a large majority of
persons now living do not feel Jesus
“precious ” to them,

Surely men are different in this from
what they are in other things. If we
read a pleasing book, or look on a paint-
ing that touches the hidden depths of our
inner selves, we wish to see, if possible,
the author or artist who has produced it.
In 1890, on a certain occasion, when
(iladstone, unannounced and unexpected,
made an afternoon call on Marie Cor-
elli, his apology was, “I came because
1 was curious to see for myself the per-
sonality of a young woman who could
write so courageously and well, and in
whose work I recognize a power working
for good, and eminently calculated to
sway the thoughts of the people.”

Strange is it not that the majority of
men when graciously invited, do not care,
and even refuse to look into the face of
Jesus Christ, and make the acquaintance
of Him who is the Creator of all things
beautiful and good. The more we think
of it the more it appears as the greatest
of modern marvels,—that with so many,
Jesus is not “ precious.”

Godliness Rewarded Hereafter.

1f ever there was a case of godliness
unrewarded in this life, it was that of
John the Baptist. Think for a moment
what a man he was during his short
career, and then think to what an end
he came. Behold him that was the
prophet of the Highest, the greater than
any born of woman, imprisoned like a
malefactor | Behold him cut off by a
violent death before the age of thirty-
four, the burning light quenched, the
faithful preacher murSered for doing his
duty, and this to gratify the hatred of
an adulterous woman, and at the com-
mand of a capricious tyrant! Truly
there is an event here, if there ever was
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one in the world, which might make an
ignorant man say : * What profit is it to
serve God?” But this is the sort of
thing which shows us that there will one
day be a judgment. The God of the
spirits of all flesh shall at last set up an
assize, and reward every one according
to his works. The world shall yet know
that there is a God that judgeth the
earth,

Let all true Christians remember that
their best things are yet to come. Let
us count it no strange thing if we have
sufferings in this present time. It is a
season of probation. We are yet at
school. We are learning patience, long-
suffering, gentleness, meekness, which we
could hardly learn if we had our good
things now, But there is an eternal
holiday yet to begin. For this let us
wait quietly. Tt will make amends for
all.  “Our light afiliction, which is but
for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”—
Bishop Ryle.

My Shield.

I must go forth and take my part
In cloudy day or darksome night ;
Let me not fail Thee, nor lose heart,
However fierce the fight.
Lord, be Thou, lest I faint or yield,
My shield.

Let me not be of foes afraid,
Nor lose my courage in the stress ;
The weakest need not be dismayed,
Whom Thou wilt bless.
I rest me ever on Thy Word,
My Lord.

Unless Thou send, let me not go,
Nor follow other lights than Thine ;
I see heaven's path from vales below,
When Thy lamps shine,
Or, through the dark to Thee 1 sing,
My King.

Stand Thou between me and my fear
O mighty Saviour, tender Friend !
No harm can hurt if Thou art near ;
Stay by me till the end.
With Thee I find a peace in strife,
My life.

I gladly go and take my part,
If Thou shalt bid me rest, or fight ;
Strengthened by faith and strong of heart,
1 struggle to the light.
Be Thou to me on every field
My shield.
~—Marianne Farningham.

Workers with Him.

In conversing with a gentleman who
recently visited one of the large factories
in Belfast, Ireland, he told of all the
operations by which flax is manufactured
into linen ; there he saw the bulbs in
their rough native state, then he saw how
they were put through sharp instruments
like threshing machines having teeth,
how it went from one to another until at
last, after the process was complete, he
saw on a mahogany counter in the mer-
chant’s store, beautiful cambric and
linen. 8o God, the engineer of all char-
acters, will bring us out pure and beauti-
ful if we will only be workers with Him.
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About Ourselves

Renewals of subscriptions to this paper for 1905 have
been coming in very well during the past few weeks,
but there are some who have failed to respond. We
trust that League officers will see to it that their lists of
subscribers for this year are as long or a little longer
than last. The largest order, from any one place, yet
received comes from Brandon, Man,, for 125 copies, We
cannot expect many such subscriptions as this, but if every
place would support the Era according to its ability, our
circulation might be greatly extended. A League could
scarcely do better, we think, than to subscribe for a sufficient
number of copies to place one in every home connected with
the society. Try it.

What Law Cannot Do

In the midst of the deepening conviction that Herbert
Spencer is outgrown, Mr. H. M. Simmons comes to the philo-
sopher’s defence. He declares that, in spite of our modern
faith in omnipotence of law, there are some things law cannot
do. He warmly commends the Spencerian doctrine that
“Society must be reformed by improving its citizens rather
than its laws ; that bad men will remain bad under whatever
social system ; and that no statutes * will produce golden con-
duet from leaden instincts.’”

The doctrine is true, but it is not new nor peculiarly
Spencerian. Long ago the Patriarch Job proposed the ques-
tion, “ Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?”
And a Greater than Job once said to Nicodemus, ** Except a
man be born from above he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

““ Honest John.”

Commenting on the Hon. John Morley's visit to Canada,
the Hamilton /erald calls attention to the fact that the most
trusted politician in Christian England is “ honest John,” the
agnostic. Tt is true that Mr. Morley is trusted beyond most
of his compeers ; it is true that he is an agnostic ; but it is
not true that his stainless character is the product of agnosti-
cism. John Morley was born and reared in a religious envir-
onment. He was educated at a Christian university, He
gladly acknowledges that the best that is in him is due to his
Oxford training. The truth is, no modern Englishman can
escape the influence of Christianity, The very ethical code
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80 many agnostics adorn is the product of the religion they
affect to despise. What manner of men a purely agnostic
civilization would produce we can only conjecture, because
such a community has never existed ; but we know that the
ages of creative thought and noble endeavor have not been
ages of doubt.
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Why Union is Needed.
As far as can be judged by a somewhat extensive ohserva-
tion, the people of the country are more strong y in favor of
organic union of the Churches than in the cities, us the need

. for greater economy of resources is more keenly recounized

where denominational competition and rivalry are so notice-
able. Not lung ago we visited a village within the hounds of
the Toronto Conference, with a population of less tiwn 200,
The people managed to get along very nicely with one store,
one blacksmith shop, and all drank from one well lut to meet
their spiritual needs there were five churches Of course with
at least four of these it was a struggle for existence, and the
sectarian spirit that existed in the community waus n decided
hindrance to the progress of the kingdom of God  In another
village, north of Toronto, there are five churches, every e o
which receives aid from the missionary society of its denomi-
nation. If anything can be done to consolidate some of these
interests, thus carrying on the work of Gad more «ticiently,
and at the same time liberating a considerahle sum of mis-
sionary money to be used elsewhere, it should be huiled with
delight,

Why Report?

Very encouraging reports have come to us from various
places, indicating that the “ Increase Campaign” is being
vigorously taken up, and with splendid results. It seems a
pity that “the whole line” should not advance. A move-
ment of this kind has in it great possibilities, and blessed
results might be achieved if all the societies would take it up.
There is scarcely a League anywhere which has not around it,
quite a number of young people whu might be won w its
membership by earnest effort, Try what can be done by
personal work, and report what is accomplished to this office,
“Why report?” asks some one. Simply for the sake of the
stimulating effect upon others. Many persons are encouraged
to undertake something when they read what ther friends
and neighbors are doing.

Is This Quite Fair?

Several leading magazines during the past mouth have
been discussing the lack of candidates for the ministry in the
different churches. We have no space to deal with the various
reasons assigned for this condition of affairs, but have just a
word or two to say concerning the statement made by one
journal that inadequate salaries in the ministry turned the
attention of many young men to other callings which offered
gr- arer mdncemem,s We do not think that this is an

be: very few, if any, are influenced
by pecnmm'y considerations if there is a clear and definite
call to preach. Still we can easily understand why some
young men wight hesitate a little in committing themse.ves
to lifelong poverty. Tie suggestion might easily come that
they could just as acceptably serve God in some other
occupation.

This discussion, together with the statement recently made
in one of the papers, that the cost of living had increased
during the past eight years by twenty-five per ceit , and the
wages of mechanics had heen increased by twentysix per
cent. in the same period, led to an examination of the minutes
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"ot Conference of 1896 and 1904 to see how much
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gs in the evening. Altogether, it is

salaries had been advanced during this time. To our ish
ment we found that in the majority of churches the

¥ d that the p will be equal to that of any

paid to pastors were exactly the same as they were eight
years ago, while in the case of some of the most prominent
city congregations the salaries were considerably less. One
church, whose bership and gregation have greatly
increased during the past few years, is paying its pastor $200
less than in 1896. In view of the admitted advance in the
cost of living, is this quite fair! The increase that working-
men have obtained have been secured largely through the
influence of trades unions, but no organization of this kind
exisis among the ministers, and would not be tolerated,
Nevertheless, our people should recognize the responsibility
and privilege of dealing more generously with their ministers,
1f some of our leading laymen would inaugurate a movement
for a substantial i in mini ' salaries it would bring
joy to many a parsonage.

Circuit Conventions,

During the past month the editor of this paper attended a
couple of Circuit Conventions on the Barrie District which
were remarkably successful. The forenoon was devoted to a
“Church Rally” when such questions as, “ Our Connexional
Funds,” “The Progress of Methodism,” “The Class-Meeting,”
“Systematic Giving,” were discussed, The afternoon was
was given to the Sunday-school, and the evening to the
Epworth League. In this way almost every interest of the
Church was touched, and the opportunity afforded for
imparting much valuable information and stimulus. Almost
the entire programme was filled by the local workers, We
heartily commend these rallies to other circuits.

The International Convention

During the month of January the General Secretaries of
the three churches participating in the International Epworth
League Convention, together with < weral others, met in the
city of Detiuit for the purpose of arranging for the great
gathering in Denver next summer. The time was fixed for
July 5th to 9th, and a fine programme has been drafted.

The firstevent will be a great concert on Wednesday evening,
July 5th, when the oratorio of the ** Messiah ” will be rendered
by a big choir of Denver singers. The Convention proper
will begin on Thursday forenoon, when the usual addresses
of welcome and responses will be given. - The key-note of the
programme is to be “ Evangelism,” and questions relating to
this work will receive special attention on Thursday after-
noon. In the evening of that day addresses or lectures will
be delivered by several of the most eminent men of American
Methodism.

Friday morning will be given up to departmental confer
ences. In the afternoon, the general subject will be, * Prob-
lems We Face,” when such topics as ““The Sabbath,” “The
Foreign Popul s,” “The Churchless Masses,” will be
discussed.

Great missionary meetings will be held in the evening. On
Saturday forenoon the whole session will be devoted to the
subject, “ Personal Service.” The afternoon has been reserved
for excursions to some of the points of scenic interest in the
neighborhood of Denver. In the evening questions relating
to p o, izenship and educati will engage
attention,

Sunday will, of course, be the great day of the feast, when
many inspiring services will be beld, closing with great

former Inter | Convention, which is saying much.

For those who are interested in the Epworth League we
cannot think of a more delightful or satisfactory trip. The
price of the return ticket from Toronto will be in 1he neigh-
borhood of $37. Those who think of going are requested to
send their names to this office, so that full information may
be mailed to them from time to time,

Dr. H. K. CargoLs has just published his annual compre-
hensive statistics of the churches of the United States in the
Christian Advocate. From these we learn there are seventeen
bodies of Methodists in the Republic, with a total member-
ship of 6,256,738. When we read how Methodisn is divided,
in other countries, we are more than ever thankful for the
satisfactory union that has taken place in our own land,

L

Tk statement is made that of 65,000 persons who have each
year, during the past three years, been added to the member-
ship of the Presbyterian Church North, in the United States,
three-fourths were young people trained in the Sunday-schools,
and the remainder were those whose habits and environments
made the passage into the church comparatively easy, When
will our churches, generally, learn that in their own Sunday-
schools is the most fruitful recruiting ground for new
members ?

Ld

A rEw days ago we met a pastor who had Jjust received
two hundred members into his church, nearly all of whom
were young people from the Sunday-school, and very largely
young men. Not long after another pastor came into Wesley
Buildings and exclainied enth ically : “ Youshould have
seen our Sunday-school last Sunday., When asked the reason,
he replied : “ Why it was Decision Day, and nearly our entire
school of six hundred scholars decided for Christ.” So long
as this kind of work is being done by our churches we need
have no fear of Methodism dying.

J

Tur Epworth League in the United States seems to be
having some trouble on account of its membership being
largely composed of older people, thus preventing the young
folks from active participation in the work. This is not a
serious problem with us, just now, but may be in the near
future. The only safety for the League is to keep its mem-
bership constantly replenished with young blood. Whenever
a member removes or drops out fill his place with two new
members. In some places middle-aged people are a source of
great strength to the organization, but they should be careful
not to displace the young people

L d

Every young man who has any prospect whatever of re-
maining in one place should plan to have a home of his own,
and thus be his own landlord, Mr. Carnegio thinks that the
ownership of a home has far-reaching effects upon human
character and happiness. * Indeed,” he says, I do not know
one material acquisition that compares with it in this respect,
It goes deep down to the root. ‘A man's a man for a’ that,’ but
he is more of a man when he is owner of his own home than if
he rents the property of another, ¢ Home, sweet home, there's
no place like home ' is an American song.  No one will ever
know how very, very sweet that song is until he sings it in
vhe home he can call his own.”
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Topics of the Day
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sire of one party to “get in,” and of the

other to “keep in.” When every ques-

tion is i from the of

“how can we gain power?’ it is not

likely that we shall have pure politics,

or that we ';ll;nll develop many great
> 4

The Fetters of Party

Rev. Dr. Gordon, Principal of Queen's
University, uttered some strong and sen-
sible words in a recent address before
the Canadian Club in Toronto, on the
subject of political purity. He thought
it was not creditable to be a dyed-in-the-
wool partisan, who would support the
party once when it was right and twice
when it was wrong. The obituary notice
+hat spoke of a life-long devotion to one
party or another, as though it were a cre-
dential to saintship, was to be deprecated.
He had examined the platforms of the
two parties adopted at recent conven-
tions, and could not detect any very
great difference. between them, and, that
being so, he belleved the growth of inde-
pendent party feeling to be possible.
There were Conservatives blind to the
things best worth conserving, and Re-
formers blind to the things most needing
reform, but it should be possible for them
to shake themselves in some measure free
from the fetters of party.

The Question of Union

The meeting of the joint committee to
deal with the question of union between
the Methodist, Presbytcrian, and Congre-
gational Churches was a notable event.
Of course nothing decisive resulted from
the gathering, but it made evident the
fact that a very brotherly feeling exists
between these denominations, and that
“there are no insuperable difficulties to
prevent organic union.” One of the most
striking features of the meeting was the
candor and friendliness with which doc-
trinal differences were discussed. Thirty
or forty years ago, Calvinism was an
almost constant bone of contention, and
many warm debates took place on this
subject  between Presbyterians and
Methodists. Now it is declared that it
is possible for these two churches to come
together, without even attempting to
harmonize Calvinism and Arminianism.
Certainly, the world does move !

About Horse-Racing

During ¢he past month some strong
attacks have been made in the secular
magazines upon horseracing as the
greatest promoter of gambling that ex-
ists In America to-day. If any one de-
sires to know why the Methodist
Church objects to the race track, let him
read the scathing denunciation of its
evils which is published in the January
number of The Cosmopolitan Maga-
zine. This article shows that the real
object of racing is gambling, and instead
of improving the breed of horses is in-
str 1 in D e t
bred rascal—for of all the breeds of
rascals the gambler is the most thorough.
The author thus describes the race-track

bler:

“In his nature all vices breed as nat-
urally as maggots in a rotten cheese. In
his heart all the virtues Inherent in
menkind are swiftly stified. A practl-
tioner of any other vice may retain some
virtues, may make them flourish even,
but the gambler becomes wholly de-
bauched. And the worst of it s that
because the outward and visible signs of
the utter rottenness within are often
lacking, his fellow-men who do not

ble, or ble only ‘for fun,’ do mot
g;nl,lze the ‘r‘:ueu this lust for gain
without toil has made in him. And we

hear of human hyenas, cheats, debauch-
ers, spoken of as ‘Honest Johns' and
‘square Dicks' Their talk and their
habits are low dnd coarse; they are false
friends, false husbands and false lovers,
and their soclety is seductive to de-
pravity.”

A Gencrous Act

Mr. W. P. Hartley, the wealthy Primi-
tive Methodist layman, is presenting a
copy of the “Life of Hugh Price
Hughes” to every Primitive Methodist
minister. The Halifax Wesleyan sug-
gests that some wealthy. Canadian Meth-
odist layman do the same for our min-
isters. At any rate let every Quarterly
Board present its minister with a copy
and we vouch that they will be hand.
somely repaid in better sermons and
pastoral work.

Death of Dr. Macdonald

“Bad news,” said the Missionary Sec-
retary to the Editor of The Guardian, in
announcing the death of the veteran mis-
sionary, Dr. Davidson Macdonald. Well,
that depends altogether upon the point

|

REV. D. MACDONALD, M.D.

of view. From the standpoint of the
church it is certainly a loss to be de-
prived of the services of a valued worker,
but for the worker himself it must be
regarded as a mercy to be quietly trans-
ferred to the eternal resting place with-
out sickness or pain, after a long life
of faithful service. One of the petitions
of the Church of England prayer-book is
a prayer to be delivered from *“sudden
death,” but there are many worse calami-
ties than this. When one's work is done,
to be removed from the tolls of earth
without suffering is a beautiful way to
end the life that now is, and to begin
the life that is to come,

Partyism Rampant

‘What with Dominion elections in No-
vember, municipal elections on”January
2nd, and Provinclal elections on January
25th, the people of Ontario have been
getting more than enough of polities
recently. Partylsm has been rampant,
and many bitter things have been sald
on both sides. One feature of the Pro-
vincial contest that has not been par-
ticularly gratifying was the intense de-

I3 ble and objec-
tionable features of partyism have been
seen recently as never before, Many in-
telligent citizens would welcome “ co-
alition " or almost anything else rather
than the present system.

Just a Little Spice

The meeting in Toronto of representa-
tives from the Presbyterian, Methodist
and Congregational churches just before
Christmas, to consider the question of
organic union, was a serious gathering,
and there was very little said or done
that would even provoke a smile. There
were, however, one or two incidents that
had the flavor of humor.

During the second day a lawyer wrote
a resolution, and sent it up to the table,
The chairman, Rev. Dr. Warden, under-
took to read it, but finding the writing
somewhat illegible, made slow progress.

“Mr. Chairman, allow me to read
that,” sald the mover of the resolution.

*“Are you sure you can do it?” queried
the chairman, with a sly twinkle in his
eye.

At another time a small committee
with Judge Maclaren as convener, was
sent out to transact some business,

“ Now, Judge,” said Rev. Dr. Milligan,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church,
as the committee prepared to retire,
;' plg’ue do not hold a protracted meet-
ng.

Was He Brave?

Port Arthur held out longer than the
world expected. General Stoessel stub-
bornly prolonged the contest, and at one
time his i of fighti
as long as one man would stand by him.

“But we cannot fight,” said his gen-
erals,. “Our men cannot move. They
sleep standing. They cannot see the
bayonets at their breasts, We can order,
but they cannot obey.”

1" Then you generals fight,” sald Stoes-
sel

But with nearly all the ammunition
gone, and with the remnant of the gar-
rison starving, their only real rations
for three months being rice, and with
the fort strewn with shells, the general
relented. Negotiations for surrender were
proposed, and the fort fell, January 2.

We feel like giving all honor to men
who have done their best, but it is &
question whether it should be called
bravery for a general to sacrifice thou-
sands of his men when there is no pos-
sible chance for victory. It is hoped that
this event will hasten the end of the
war,

The WhisKey Mun Lost

Mr. Gooderham, the distiller, offered
himself as a candidate for the mayoralty
of Toronto, and got beautifully beaten
by Mr. Urquhart. The former spent a
large amount of money in seeking the
position, and sent out thousands of cir-
cular letters asking the citizens to vote
for him. Rev. Dr. Withrow received one
of these, and in a trenchant letter to the
press explained why he could not, and
would not, vote for Mr. Gooderham. The
fact that he was associated with the
liquor trafic was, in itself, a sufficient
reason why he should not occupy the
Mayor's chair. Let the citizens every-
where follow the example of Toronto,
and “turn down ” any and every whiskey
man who seeks their support for public
office. The liquor traffic must be treated
as a disreputable business,
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Bright Bits from Recent Books

Not so Bad as Painted

I dismiss as utterly unworthy of any
notice whatever, all the stories that have
been told of the Shark’s innate ferocfty
and calculating devilishness, As I have
often had the pleasure of saying, the
Shark eats man, not because he loves
man to eat, but because man when he
falls overboard is usually easy to get.
If the man be a good nolsy swimmer, no
Shark will venture near, for they are,
though tormented with hunger, a most
nervous and timid race, and, indeed,
always seem to me to lose a great many
opportunities through diffidence. I do
not love the Shark in any of his varieties,
but I do love justice, and so in spite of
my predilections against the Shark, I
have endeavored to write of him fairly,
as I would wish to be written about my-
self, if I were a Shark. I am very glad
I am not.—Frank Bullen, in “ Denizens
of the Deep.”

The Plain Duty

The plain duty is the near duty. A
very common weakness keeps many peo-
ple from finding what i{s near them in-
teresting; they see that only on its
paltry side. The distant, on the contrary,
draws and fascinates them. In this way
a fabulous amount of -will s
wasted. People burn with ardor for
humanity, for the public good, for right-
ing distant wrongs; they walk through
life, their eyes fixed on marvellous sights
along the horizon, treading meanwhile on
the feet of passers-by, or jostling them
without being aware of their existence.
Strange infirmity that keeps us from
seeing our fellows at our very doors!
The distant duty—very attractive, I
don’t deny—claims them entirely and
they are not conscicus of the duty near
at hand. I fear they will have their
trouble for their pairs. Fach person’s
base of operations is the fleld of his im-
mediate duty. Neglect this fleld and all
you undertake at a distance is compro-
mised.—Rev. Chas. Wagner, in “ The
Simple Life.”

Saints Refreshed,Sinners
Saved

‘When saints are revived sinners are
saved. Our religious newspapers some-
times report protracted meetings as hav-
ing resulted in great revival to the
church, although no conversions oc-
curred. That is quite impossible! When
Paul and Silas sang the prisoners heard
them and grew penitent. When a Pen-
tecost came to the aposties and disciples
the streets of Jerusalem were full of
penitent sinners enquiring: “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” Some time
ago, when Dr. Alexander Blackburn was
pastor at Lafayette, Ind., certain pastors
in that State were oppressed by the re-
ports of the churches, and agreed to meet
and pray in certain centres for a re-
vival of the churches located there.
When four or five of them came to
Lafayette, to pray with the pastor, no
public announcement was made of '.hal;

no paper made of
it; but during the day about a dozen
members of the church, scarce knowing
why, dropped into the chapel to pray,

audience,
into the main church, and some weeks
later about a hundred converts had sought
the Lord, and Dr. Blackburn administered
such a baptismal service as the church
had never seen before, nor has it seen
such a service since. When the saints are
refreshed sinners are saved.—" The Per-
ennial Revival,” by W, B. Riley.

Change Your Bait

While summering one time on the
shores of Lake George, I was told by an
old fisherman that if I would rise early
in the morning, row across the lake and
anchor my boat at a certain point I could
catch any number of fish, and almost any
kind that I desired. I eagerly waited the
coming of the day, rowed across the bay,
anchored my boat, as I had been told and
cast my line repeatedly, never once hav-
ing a strike. At last, in sheer disgust,
I was lifting my anchor, when this same
old fisherman rowed up by my side and
dropped his anchor, making rapid pre-
parations to fish. I saw him cast his
line and draw it In very soon without a
fish and very naturally I was pleased.
Then I saw him bend down for a moment
in the bottom of his boat, work very
quickly with his hands, cast his line the
second time, and instantly draw in as
fine a fish as one could hope to catch in
inland waters. “How In the world did
you do it?” I eald to him, and without
stopping a moment in his work, in char-
acteristic fisher fashion he said, “1 just
changed my bait.”—Rev. J. Wilbur Chap-
man, in “ Fishing for Men.”

Afterward they were crowded

Not Nec; ry to be Great

It is not necessary to be great to do the
greates' work in the world. Many of
the € .ndayschool teachers were not
famous in earth but the hosts of heaven
will be walting to welcome them. It was
only a pure heart’s love that prompted
that young woman In the streets of a
great city to stop by the side of a ragged
boy and ask him lovingly to go to Sun-
day-school. It was only the persistency
of love that made her endure his re-
fusal and mockery. It was only the
patience of love that induced her to re-
peat that request more earnestly than
ever, It was only the consecration of love
that at last opened her purse and gave
him money to go with her. It was only
the heroism of love that led her to ask
for a place in which to teach her one
scholar, but the personal love and per-
sonal work won his heart, and at last lald
his soul a beautiful trophy at the feet
of the Redeemer, for his was the won-
derful life of Amos Sutton, the great mis-
slonary to India, whose self-sacrificing
career was the channel through which
life and light poured into heathen dark-
ness.—“The New Evangellsm,” by Cort-
land B, Myers.

Go

We are called into fellowship with our
Lord in the work of summoning souls to
the Gospel feast. His word to us is the
word of the Master to His servant, “ Go
out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come #n.”

and lo, the pastor and his were
on their knees. When night came with-
out any announcement except what these
people had made, the chapel contained an

ly the for to-day. It
throbs with power. It ought to arouse

every sluggish heart, and animate every
feeble pulse, and quicken every faltering
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step, It was this little word *“ go” that
filled every seat at the feast. This Is the
word that scattered the disciples abroad
after the Saviour's home-going, with no
ambition save to tell the story of redeem-
ing love. The church to-day is juggling
with this word. She is using too much
license in her interpretation. She s not
teaching her children to spell it aright.
Some of us are spelling it, l-00k. We
turn our eyes toward the perishing mul-
titudes, we gaze until the tears start, and
we cry “I'm so sorry for them; I wish
they might be saved,” but that does not
save them. Some of us spell it w-ri-te.
We sit by our desk in a comfortable
chair and pen beautifully worded invita-
tions and speed them off by special mes-
senger, but the lost ones press onward
to their doom. Sometimes we spell it
g-1-v-e, and then again s-e-n-d. We will
do our part of the work by proxy. Let
us understand once and for all that “g-0"
spells “go.” That i{s what it means—
nothing less—and it is the word which
our Master s speaking to His church to-
day.—"The Passion for Souls” by
Ernest F. Hallenbeck.

An Obliging Man |

In “Dr. Luke” one of the recent
popular stories, a very interesting char-
acter Is Skipper Tommy Lovejoy, a wid-
ower, with a remarkably kind and oblig
ing disposition. It was Tommy's bad
fortune to fall in with a woman bent on
matrimony, and he had to row her over
to her home in a small boat, across a
stretch of water several miles wide,

Before leaving, he confided his fears
to a young man named Davy Roth, that
the woman might pop the question dur
ing the voyage.

“ Davy, lad,” sald he in an undertone
which betrayed great agitation, “ she've
set her cap for a man, and she's desper-
ate. And she've her eye set on me.”

“Skipper Tommy,” earnestly pleaded
hl’n, young friend, “ don’t you go and do
it.

“ Well, lad,” he answered, “the good
Lord made mte w' .. I {8. But I'm an
obligin’ man. I'm always doin’ what folks
wants me to. And if she tells me she's
a lone woman, and if she begins to cry,
what 18 I to do? An’ if I has to pass me
word, Davy, t’ stop her tears! Bh, lad?
Will you tell me David Roth, what Is |

“Turn the punt over,” sald David.
“An’ ii's your only chance—if she be-
t' ory”
ommy was dispirited. “I wisht,” he
sald, sadly, “ that the Lord hadn't made
me quite so obligin.”

The Pattern Life
“Great things” are not necessary for
th reat ch This

of g 3
Ingl'trlklnxly manifest in the pattern life
—the life of our Lord. For thirty years
that life was entirely uneventful, unhis
torical. He lived in a village, mixed with
peasants, wrought at the bench, dwelt in
akcottage. There was no great trial, ltke
the temptation in the wilderness; no
moving triumph, like the palm-strewing;
no ecstasy, like the transfiguration; no
humiliation, like the crown of thorms;
no grief, like Gethsemane, without dazz-
ling episodes, striking situations, or
tragic sorrows, without the dramatic, the
or the mi He grew
into the fulness of that supreme char-
acter which commands the admiration
and reverence of mankind. It is most
encouraging to the obscure million to
know that the noblest 1ife attained fits
last completeness in the tamest scenes,
unprompted, undisciplined by anything
y. Use and falth-
fully a life of apparent trifies, and it shall
furnish all you need,
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The Island Empire of the East

BY THE EDITOR

The missionary text-book for use in
our Epworth Leagues this year has just
come from the pre under the title,
“The Heart of Japan.” We are pleased
to mote that this is a Canadian contri-
bution to the missionary literature of the
day, and deals largely with our own work
in Japan. The author, Rev. A. P. Addi-
son, B.A,, is one of the most promising
of our young ministers, who has taken a
deep interest in the “ Forward Movement
for Missions " from the first. His work
has been well done, and the volume will
be found to be interesting and instructive.

The first chapter is entitled * The
Island Empire of the East,” and i
general description of the country, its ex
tent, resources, industries. We are al
most surprised to learn that Canada is
about twenty-one and a half times as
large as Japan, and further that only
about thirteen per cent. of its territory
can be cultivated, on account of the
mountainous nature of the country. Of
course the population is very dense, but
it is really a source of wonder that so
much has been accomplished by a people

REV. A. P. ADDISON, B.A

who are so limited in their resources
There are about 50 millions of people
In the islands at present, and the nver-
age annual increase is half a million.
The majority of the people are engaged
in agriculture, but the farms are very
small, the average holding being about
tWOo acres An industrious “Jap" can
make a fairly good living for himself and
family on this extent of ground, but he
does not have roast beef and plum pud-
ding on his table every day His wants
are fe and his style of living exceed-
ingly simple,

The silk industry is about the most
important, about million dollars’
worth being exported each year. In
recent years some attention has been
paid to manufactures, and the number
of farmers has been decreasing,

Of course everybody knows that Japan
excels in its art products, especially in
pot enamelling, embroidery, ete.
its exhibit in these departments at St
Louis, during the past summer, was one
of the features of the great exposition
In the “Varied Industries Building " one

large vase was shown which was said to
be worth $700. In the Transportation
Building the Japs exhibited an immense
map of the world, the whole of which
had been embroidered in silk, with won
drous taste and skill,
Everywhere one looked
at St. Louis, there were
evidences of Japanese
enterprise and ability
We are informed that
“ Ambition is one of the
outstanding characteris-
tics of this Interesting
people. Each school-boy
is a dreamer of dreams,
and aspires to be a
statesman, a warrior, or
a great financier, But
while it is true of nearly
all the people that they
desire great things for
themselves, they _are
even more ambitious for
great things for their
nation. One of the com-
monest subjects of con-
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ranks without pay, and endure all sorts
of privations and hardships because they
love their country, and when a great
victory is achieved it is said to be due
to “the fillustrious virtues of the Em-
peror.” A

The Japanese profess to have a great
concern for the family, which they regard
as the unit upon which society rests,
“and the greatest possible calamity is
extinction of the family.” Home life,
however, as it exists in Canada, is un-
known in Japan. As shown in a recent
issue of this paper, woman does not re-

versation among the peo- REV. CHAS. 8, EBY, B.A., D.D. REV. G. MEACH AM, M.A., D.D.

ple is “ Japan's mission
to the Bast.” They be-
lieve that they are, as a
nation, called to awaken and lead
China, as they have been awak
ened and led by the Western nations,
With many of them the ambition
has gone further, and they believe
that Japan has a world mission Closely
related to ambition is the love of the
heroic. They are a nation of hero wor-
shippers. The hero looms large in their
life. Nurses and mothers quiet the
children with the stories of his achieve-
ments, and the literature of the schools
is rich with his adventures. The people
follow with utter abandon one who can
be idealized into a hero, when they will
not respond to one who is possessed of
what may be much more desirable char.
acteristics, and even after death the hero
has shrines erected to his name and re
ceives a sort of worship

The most striking characteristic of the
Japanese, however, is undoubtedly their

OUR

PIONEER MISSIONARIES TO JAPAN

ceive the consideration that is deemed
her right in Christian lands, and her
position is not by any means one of
equality with her husband. In some
cases where English and American girls
have married Japanese gentlemen of
wealth and education, they have lived to
bitterly repent the step,

Considerable space is given in Mr, Ad-
dison’s book to the religions of Japan—
Shintolem, Buddhism, and Confucianism—
and the special features of each are
pointed out. The need of Christianity as
superior to any of these religions is thus
stated:

“But these religions, singly or
unitedly, had failed to satisfy the neces-
sities of the heart. The morality of the
people was at a low ebh. Here and there
were men who were nourished by the
crumbs of truth contained in these
faiths, into a somewhat better life. But

NATIVE PASTOR'S HOUSE, NAGANO, JAPAN

And pastors attending

patriotism, which is regarded by many
of the people as a kind of religion. The
newspaper reports from the seat of war
contain many {llustrations of this fact
Soldiers are prepared to serve in the

Nagano District Meeting

with no teaching of the love of an ever-
present God, or of an eternity of bless-
edness for the faithful, or of any idea of
sin as it is in the human heart, or of the
power of Christ to regenerate the indi-
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vidual and society, these religions, singly
and unitedly, failed to meet the necessi-
ties of the people, whether that people
understood their need or not.”

The history of missionary work in
Japan is given in some detail, with
special reférence to the operations of our
Canadian Methodist Church, On the
13th of May, 1873, Rey, George Cochran,
D.D., and Dr. Davidson Macdonald were
sent out as our first missionaries to
Japan. They both spent a number of

REV. GEO. COCHRAN, D.D,

years, rendering faithful service, Dr.
Cochran died a few years ago in Cali-
fornia, and Dr, Macdonald peacefully
passed away in Toronto, during the past
month. Of him, Mr. Addison says:
* Dr. Macdonald has been a tower of
strength to the mission. His medical
skill and the prominence resulting from
this has given the mission a status
among & certain class which could be
secured in no other way. Bishop New-
man of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
testified in glowing terms to the position
which Dr. Macdonald held in that land.”

An interesting reminiscence of the es-
tablishment of our mission in Japan is a
characteristic Japanese letter sent to Dr.
Cochran when he was looking for a
house, by Mr. Nakamura. It reads as
follows :

“Reverend Sir,—

“I have heard from Mr. Sugiyama that
you are searching for your residence in
Tokyo, will you allow me the liberty of
asking you something abruptly? Christ
sald, ‘Into whatever city or town ye
shall enter, enquire in it who is worthy,
and abide there till ye go thence.’ I know
that I am not worthy to receive you, My

THE KEY TO THE ORIENT
u

house is, as you know, not at all con-
venient for a foreigner, much more, is
not worthy to receive any noted man.
But as some missionaries were dis.
tinguished for their self-denial, fortitude,
and kindly feeling toward all of the
human race whatever, so I shall ask you
with the words springing from my heart
whether you will condescend to live in
my humble house. Christ said, ‘ They
that be whole need not a physician, but

I>= dM D= PZ—x

those that are sick,’ ‘I am not come to
call the righteous but sinners to repent-
ance.’ As I am a sinful man particularly,
and sick in mind, so I am in need of a
physician, and of somebody to call me to
repentance, ‘Contact with the good
never falls to impart good, and we carry
with us some of the blessing, as travel-
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What Christianity Has Done
for Japan

The Christian Work, speaking of what
Christianity has done for Japan—some-
thing of interest to us all Just now—
says: “The number of Christians in
Japan at the close of 1903 is approxi-

NAGANO CHURGCH, JAPAN
Farewell Meeting for one of the Teachers.

KEV. D, NOKMAN, MISSIONAKY

lers’ garments retain the odor of the flow-
ers and shrubs through which they have
passed ' (‘Smiles’ ‘ Self Help’). It you
deign to live in my house I shall have
great advantage from you. And even
should you not teach me, I shall not fail
to receive your good influence.”

This offer was gladly accepted, and
Dr. Cochran moved to the house Mr.
Nakamura had prepared for him, taught
English in his school, continued the
weekly preaching services, and held
daily prayers and Bible study with the
students of the school.

Space will not permit any resume of
this in these columns, but for particu-
lars we refer our readers to the book.
Interesting articles from the pen of Rev
Mr. Parr will also appear in this paper

REV, K. KAWAMUKA, FASTOR,

mately 150,000. Christianity has startled
the old, almost moribund, religions from
their slumbers, and has awakened them
to a sense of their limitations, and with
such effect has it worked that Bishop
McKim declares it ‘no exaggeration to
assert that the influence of Christianity
in Japan is one hundred times its statis-
tical strength’ It is in the influence
wrought upon the hearts and minds of
|hg Japanese, rather than in the num-
ber of church spires and church bells,
that the efficiency of Christianity in
Japan is to be demonstrated. And it is
generally agreed that the greater tri-
umph will come when the fierce war
now waging is ended.”

KANAZAWA BTREET CAR, JAPAN

Rev, D. R, McKenzie and his danghter Ethe

monthly during the year on this subject,
“The Heart of Japan " {s beautifully

illustrated with many attractive pictures,
a few of which we have pleasure in re-
producing.

1 are sccond and third in the row of passengers,

So long as we love we serve ; so long
as we are loved by others I would almost
say that we are indispensable ; and no
man is useless while he has a friend.—
Robert Louis Stevenson.
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little distinctions and marks of

Increasing the Membership

Tested Principles and
Methods

A normal Epworth League chapter is
in constant need of new members, and
this for two reasons. In the first place
there will be a gradual withdrawal from
the active work of the chapter of those
who have been longest connected with it.
They will become more and more ad-
visory, and, in a sense, honorary mem-
bers, giving their active service to the
other interests of the Church. Their
places must be filled by the coming in of
new members,

In the second place an Epworth League
chapter 1is essentially a missionary
organization. It is not to be content
with Interesting and helping those who
are already enrolled on its record. Like
the Church itself the chapter must go
out among those who have not yet been
reached, and enlist their interest and
their co-operation, in order that it may
win them to the highest standard of
Christian experience in life.

Where are the new members to be
found? The comprehensive answer is,
everywhere. The fourth department
should let no opportunity escape of
learning the name and the location of
every probable recruit. Strangers com-
ing into town should be visited at the
first possible moment. There are already
many young people in the community
who are frequently at the League meet-
ings, no doubt, but have never been asked

join. Some members, by reason of
their association in business or school
with other young people, can make out
lists of special classes, clerks in stores,

of the fourth department who desires
to make a success of this part of the
work will look carefully over the terrl-
tory. Members of the committee will
be assigned to such special districts or
special classes of young people as may
best secure the end desired. Some will
be assigned to make a canvass of Sun-
day-schools. Every member of the Sun-
day-school who is of proper age should
be in the Epworth League chapter,
Special attention ought to be paid to the
young men’s class, and to the young
people who are already members of the
church,

Sometimes good results are secured by
asking one member, or a club of mem-
bers, to aim at securing a certain definite
number of new members—three, or five,
or ten.

Membership contests have been tried
with very excellent results in many
chapters. Their use should be safe-
guarded very carefully, however, in order
to prevent the employment of question-
able methods during the contest, and a
reaction and consequent lack of interest
when the contest is over,

Wherever the pledge is used let the
chapter be quite as eager to secure asso-
clate members as it is to secure active
members. Associate members are well

special consideration should be shown
until they begin to feel thoroughly at
home in their new quarters,—Ep, Herald.

Concerning Personal Evane
gelism

We are beginning to learn that it is a
mistake to confine our attention to the
crowd. Religion is so intensely personal
and individual that, no matter how gen-
eral a spiritual movement may be, each
person has a separate, distinct relation
to it. Every case of conversion is the
conversion of an individual. You cannot
save the masses, or the lower classes, or
the higher classes, or the submerged
tenth, or the other convenient rhetorical
groups of people. You must save men
and women one at a time. This was the
method of the Master. His greatest
message, His most careful ministries, and
His most successful labors were all for
the benefit of the individual.

Another lesson we are learning is that
there is no such thing as salvation by

hinery. Boards, socie-
ties, brotherhoods, leaguers, and all the
rest are exceedingly useful, but none of
them is a substitute for personal service
in behalf of the unsaved. No one can
escape the responsibility indicated in the
story of the Good Samari an by sending
a check to the secretary of the Society
for the Relief of Distressed Travellers
on the Jericho road.

All this means that the Hpworth
League purpose, to try “ to help others to
attain the highest New Testament stand-
ard of experience and life,” must be

on the way toward of
all that the League stands for, and it is a
mistaken policy to keep down the num-
ber of associate members. But, of course,
it is to be understeod, always, that asso-
ciate membership is not & permanent
ar An member
should not be satisfied to remain such,
nor should the chapter be willing to keep

the young men in factories and
houses, young women who are in business
or domestic service, students of all the
educational institutions in the neighbor-
hood, and other classes.

There are two other most important
sources of supply. First, the Junior
League, The Junior League members
are very rapidly growing up. Bvery
year many of them are ready to leave
the Junior ranks. Do not let them be
lost to the young people's work at the
time when they feel themselves too old
for the Junior League. It would be a
glorious thing if every Junior League
chapter could arrange for an annual
graduation, and if it could be understood
that entrance into the membership of the
Epworth League is as much a matter of
course as is the going from the primary
department Into the older classes of the
Sunday-school.

Second, the revival. Wherever young
people are being converted and forsaking
sin and turning to God, there is a fruit-
ful field in which to secure new mem-
bers for the Epworth League. Should
the Epworth League be particular con-
cerning the new material it gets? Yes
and no. There should be no “ rushing”
of members, no throwing out of the drag-
net merely In order to get as many mem-
bers as possible. And yet the ideal aim
is to secure every young person in the
community who is not already afiliated
with some other young people’s society.

This aim i8 not to be sought simply to
get a big membership list, but in order
that the real purposes of the .Epworth
League may be accomplished both in and
through the young people.

The work of canvassing for new mem-
bers has no special season. It can be car-
ried on continually, although there may
be times when a special effort is both
possible and The chal

ly in that
relation.

The work is not all done when the new
members have been elected and have
signed the constitution. They are yet
to be “broken In,” and on the experience
of their first few weeks in the chapter
will depend very largely their enjoyment
of the new relation and their usefulness
in the chapter’s work. The very best
place to complete the work of strength-
ening the chapter’s hold on its new mem-
bers is the devotional meeting. In that
meeting the fellowship idea and the fel-
lowship fact must be made prominent
and satisfying. There should be abun-
dant opportunity tactfully given to the
new members for participation in this
meeting. When necessary this may be
done gradually, and by indirect methods.
Do not make the mistake of asking an
inexperienced and shy new member to
take the entire responsibility of con-
ducting a devotional meeting the week
afier he or she has been received. Use
such h in the

largely by personal work.
“Personal Christian work is not easily
done, It is, perhaps, the most difficult
form of Christian service. But at the
same time, it is the most valuable form,
richest in benefits to the worker, and in
results, It requires & measure of per-
sonal spiritual life that is mot so mark-
edly demanded by any other form of re-
ligious work. One can do so many
things in connection with the Church and
the Epworth League without possessing
the highest and most definite personal
experience. But the work of seeking
others, and dealing with them face to
face concerning their salvation, cannot
be done when the spiritual life is at low-
ebb. ’
In the first place, then, the personal
worker should seek the fullness of the
Christian life for himself. Then, there
must be the most complete and most un-
questioning dedication of his powers to
this work.

Avold denunciation or positive state.
ments concerning particular sins. Leave
these to the conscience, as it is enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit.

Never try to do personal spiritual work
in a crowd.

Use simple language, and avold as
much as possible those stereotyped
phrases which everybody recognizes, but
which have ceased to convey any definite

as will make it possible for the more
backward and bashful to take some part
at the very outset.

An important element in making new
members feel at home is that they should
be provided with some definite share in
the work. No person who is satisfied to
be a member of the chapter at all need
be without a congenial and useful share
in its activities.

The new member will be a little hesi-
tating at first. No «iranger enjoys mak-
ing advances towaird better acquaintance.
The chapter members must see to it that
there is prompt and cordial recognition
of new at every oppo!

Do not argue. Seek for points
of agreement rather than points of dif-
ference. Be free to make use of your
own experience,

As much as possible confine your work
to those of your own sex and age.

Urge prompt decision.

When decisions have been reached,
there is great need for care, and the fol-
lowing up of each individual case. Do
not drop the acquaintance when the first
great purpose of your work has been
accomplished. You have not only brought
a soul to Christ, but you have won a
friend. Offer all possible help in the ve-
ginning of a new social life. Enlist the

-
tunity. The welcome which they receive
at the various meetings should be, if any-
thing, a little warmer than that which
is ded to the older members. If

of a few warm-hearted, con-
genial Christians, Secure your new-
found friend as a member of the League,
and set him t. work at once at some
definite Christian task.—Epworth Herald.
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Seventh International Convention
of the Epworth League

= = DENVER, COL., JULY 5th to 9th, 1905 - -

A Personal Talk About
Denver

Speclal interest attaches to Denver,
Jjust now, owing to the fact that the next
International Couvention of the Ep-
worth League 18 to be held in that ecity.
The object of the convention is spiritual
mspiration and practical help in Ep-
worth League work, but when this can
be combined with a pleasant trip it
makes the gathering all the more desir-
able. Denver is a particularly interest-
Ing city, and offers many attractions,

Picture to vourself that you have
really come to Denver for the great Ep-
worth League Convention of July, 1905,
That you made the trip on a “ League
special,” enjoyed the Christian fellowship
and enthusiasm of the journey, and that
your train has brought you over the
long stretch of Western plains and into
the depot at Denver. You step off in the
“Queen City of Mountain and Plain,”
face to face with the Rockles, into the
heart of Colorado. You are a mile above
the sea. The air is cool and bracing and
crisp.  You have left the torrid East
behind. Passing through the big stone
depot you walk out on to the broad busi-
ness streets of the city. The sunshine
floods every nook and corner, bathes
every house and building in light, and
you realize what Colorado sunshine
means, especially when you learn that
it shines this way on an average of 309
days every year. A perfect tramway
system conveys you to any place you
desire to go; committees of reception,
entertainment, are on every hand to look
after your welfare. All these committees
have been appointed and are being
drilled. You mark the tall buildings,
stretching away for two miles or more,
uﬂ toward the capitol building on the
hill. The bulldings are of fine pressed
brick, and of gray and white stone. You
pass over streets that are noticeably
clean to your state headquarters at a
city church—and there are dozens of
magnificent church edifices, both Meth-
odist and otherwise, for state head-
quarters—and you are assigned to your
home for convention week. The trip
through the residence section is another
revelation. Substantial houses, all brick
and stone, not a frame house to be seen
anywhere; beautiful green lawns, flow-
ers, shaded streets, wide boulevards—
all these things delight the eye. They
speak of prosperity, of cleanliness, of real
living of the kind a city must have if it
18 to rightly welcome the Epworth hosts.
While you are riding along listen to
these facts about Denver. Let us put
them all together: You will find tgll
Denver has 175,000 people, 179 church so-
cleties, and 156 churches, 60 miles of
macadamized streets, 40 miies of asphalt
pavements, a boulevard system, fifteen
to twenty-five miles long;
parks; 15 main lines of railway entering
the union depot with 110 passenger
trains departing every day; 165 miles
of electric street car lines; 5 high schools
and 64 graded schools; 3 smelters; 1,478

ing a water
supply from the pure snows of the Rock-
les, the best and purest in the world; 15
hotels, and 400 boarding-houses; a State
capitol bullding, costing $3,000,000; a
grand view of 200 miles of snow-capped
peaks along the main range of the
Rockies ; cool days, and cooler nights,

But why continue the list of facts ? The
story of Denver, of its beauties and at-
tractions, is endless. You will see how
Impossible it is to tell of them all when
you come.

When you have reached the place
assigned to you, your weck of real delight
will begin. The Epworth rate of $1 per
day will prevail. Good board and room
at hotels at $2 a day and upwards, and
in private homes for $1 per day and up.
You can get a room for a slight sum, and
then get meals at restaurants at exactly
the same price you pay in restaurants
1:‘1 the East and central West, remember

at.

Throughout the week as you come and
80 you will be forced to the conclusion
that Denver is the ideal convention city.
No oppressive heat can 8poil your week
of pleasure. The highest temperature
ever recorded for Denver in July is 88,
and the temperature drops nearly 29 de-
grees at night. Every evening I8 cool
and invigorating; the alr is dry and no
such thing as a sunstroke has ~ever
occurred in Denver. It will be a week
of real rest, no matter what you do,
Then, too, you have the inspiring moun-
talns every moment of your time. You
can see them as you come and go, lift-
ing snowy heads to pierce the sky, with
towering summits wreathed in purple
clouds, or In an hour's ride on traid or
street car you can whirl away to a deep,
cool canon of the Rockies. These excur.
slons can be taken for from 50 cents to
$2, and for a very tiny sum you ean reach
the glorious heights of the Rockies that
80 many long for and never are allowed
to see. Or you can spend time in Den-
ver's immense city park, one of the most
beautiful and attractive in the country,
or see the great smelters, where molten
precious metals are turned out in glit-
tering streams of wealth; or the mint
where fresh new coin is made; or try
lakes and boats, golf or tennis. There
will be blue skies, sparkling, mellow sun.
shine, cool days and nights, ease and
comfort. You may not meet all the 175.-
000 people, but everyone you do meet will
greet you as a welcome guest.

Are not these the things you want to
know about any convention city? T have
not spoken of the programme, or of the
great meetings—you know about them,
I have assumed that you are thinking
of these other things as well, These
are only a small part of the attractions
of Denver and Colorado that ought to
lempt you to come. To tell of all the
attractions and beauties of Denver would
require a volume, In themselves alone
they ought to determine you in your
cholce of coming to the Denver conven.
tion, July, 1905,

One of a Multitude

Publishers of books not only have
strange communications sent them in the
mails, but they have odd and curious
Visitors as well. The other day a man
having the appearance of a respectable
"longshoreman, entered one of the depart-
ments of Harper & Brothers, in New
York, and was shown to the proper desk
by an office boy. The man seated him.
self politely, and sald to the official who
occupled the desk :

“I want to write a novel.” There
was a dead silence, broken presently by
the official, who asked :
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“ What do you want us to do ?"

The visitor seemed somewhat discom-
fited by this counter question, and began
talking vaguely about the amount of
royalty the publishers might pay him,
winding up with the following poser :

“If 1 wrote a novel how long could I
live on it ?”  Which sounds like one of
the conundrums in “ Alice In Wonder-
land.”

BooKk Shelf.

All books mentioned here can be procured from the
Metnodist Hook and Publishing House, Toronto,
Fishing for Men. By J. Willur O}

» wan,  The
Winona Publishing Co., Chic e ¥ The

The famous evangelist, Rev. J. Wilbur
Chapman, has here given us a most val
uable volume on the general subject of

evangelism, with. special reference to
personal work. It is filled with practical
suggestions, and interesting incidents

from the experience of the author, As
an appendix, several stirring revival ser-
mons by noted evangelists are added.

Succes
Wine

By M. T,
Price

oul Winning,
lishing Co., Chicago,

About a year ago, Mr. Lamb published
a little book entitled “ Every Creature,”
which dealt with the obligation to reach
every creature with the Gospel message.
This book is intended as a companion
volume and shows “ how to do it,” deal-
ing with the privilege and power of the
individual Christian. It containg many

Lamb, The

valuable suggestions on an important
subject.,

lon for Sonls, Ry Edwin Furest Hallen

). The Winona Publishing Co., Chivago,

"

The growing interest in the subject of
personal evangelism has brought into
existence a large number of books on
this subject, the importance of which
cannot be overestimaied. This volume
is one of the best that has come from the
press. The author is a successful pastor
who knows something of the problems of
the pastorate, and he * not only presents
theories, but works them out.”

The Perenntal Revival, By Rev. Wi, . Riley
The Winona Publishing Co., Chicago. ~ Prive, #1.25
This book treats the subject of evan-
gelism In a comprehensive and sug-
gestive way, dealing with many of the
problems which are engaging the atten-
tion of the churches to-day. Here are
some of the chapter headings: * The
Apostolic Spirit and the Perennial Re-
vival,”  “The Place of Prayer in the
Perennial Revival,” “The Endowment of
Power,” “The Regular Church Services
and the Perennial Revival” * Street
Preaching,” etc. The author takes the
ground that evangelism_should be the
constant work of the church, and gives
many valuable hints how this may be
brought about. It is an excellent book
for pastors and all Christian workers.

Caanan and Canada. By Rev, D, V.

Methodist Book and Publishing Touse, e, $1.00,

This volume is dedicated to the young
people of Canada, especially those asso-
clated with the Epworth Leagues and
Christian Endeavor Socleties. The title
and general conception of the book are
somewhat peculiar., The author attempts
to make comparisons between Caanan
and Canada, and to draw lessons from
God's dealings with his ancient people.
The portion devoted specially to the re-
sources and attractions of our own coun-
try is the most Interesting, and makes
the reader wish that the whole bhook
might have been devoted to this subject.
Much valuable information is given con-
cerning the various provinces of the Do-
minfon, which young folks ought to
know.
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From the Field.

One of the striking features of our
work is the large number of beautiful
new churches that are being erected in
country places. The Province of Mani-
toba is not by any means behind the
other provinces in this respect. Many
very fine edifices have been built in recent
years that are a credit to the people.
Here is the picture of one, at Chumah,
Man., on the Hamiota Circuit, of which
Rev. 8. P. Riddell is pastor. It cost
$2,500, and has been almost entirely paid
for in one year, There is a good Sunday-
school and an excellent Epworth League,
Mr. Riddell speaks hopefully of the pros-
pects,

S ful Missi 4
Campaign

During the past month we had the
pleasure of a call from Rev. G. H. Raley,
of Kitamaat, B.C., who is spending the
winter in Ontario, on furlough. He re-
ports having visited all the Leagues of
the Wingham District during the past

of the stories being original, was notable,
our numbers being almost double that of
any meeting held this winter,

We are also starting a Reading Circle,
and will send to you for the books next
week. One word for your paper, which
personally 1 appreciate. ~We have an
average of one subscriber to every five
of our League members, and we hope to
do even better and make it two in five,
Wishing you every success.

Ethel McPherson, Literary Vice-Pres.

Epworth Leaguers of the
Canadian West, Attention!

Fellow-workers,—You have frequently
heard me in convention, institute and
rally draw attention to the need for a
comprehensive catalogue of League sup-
plies, and to the probability of one issuing
from the Central Office. You will find in
the pamphlet, “ How to make the League
g0,” a good description, with price of
everything essential and of value to Ep-
worth League work—wall pledges,
badges, music books, officers’ books,
leaflets and books of all descriptions for
every department and committee. The
authors are recognized leaders in the
Young People's Movement in Canada and

NEW METHODIST CHURCH AT CHUMAH, MAN,

few weeks, as this district is supporting
him.” The meetings were well attended
and wonderfully enthusiastic. People
came from long distances, and in one
place the interest was so great that the
meeting did not close until after twelve
o'clock.  All the Leagues will show an
increase in their givings, one going up
from $9 to $100. It is expected that
Wingham District will increase this year
from $644 to $1,000,

Mr. Raley speaks warmly of the zeal
and energy of the president of the dis-
trict, Rev. Kenneth Beaton, and seems
to have been greatly impressed by the
aggressiveness of the Leagues.

Unique Literary Programme

A rather novel literary evening was
held by the League at Empress Avenue,
London, in December.

Several of the League members were
asked to write short, original stories,
each with a moral, The request was
most willingly complied with, and as a
result we received some eight or ten
stories,  On our literary night two of
the members divided the stories up and
read them to the League. Thé interest
taken in the meeting, owing to the fact

the United States. Let our presidents
and healls of departments see that every
League has one at once. You will join
with me in recognition of the care mani-
fested by Dr. Crews in publishing this
catalogue of helps to be purchased at the
Methodist Book Room.

Yours for a zeal uccording to know-
ledge.

Hiram Hull, Rat Portage, Ont.

Guelph Dlnrlct

The tenth annual convention of the
Guelph Epworth League was held at
Rockwood.  The snecial features of the
convention were a study of church his-
tory, the Bible and missions. The Rev.
A. E. Lavell, B.A., of Waterloo, gave
four very instructive and interesting ad-
dreeges on Church History. The topics
were : * History of the First Century,”
“ Fourteen Centuries,” * The Perils of
Expansion,” and * An Attempt at Recon-
struction.”  These were enjoyed by all.

The Rev, A. C. Crews held a Round
Table Talk on Monday afternoon, which
was especially practicable and helpful.
He also spoke at night on “ The One and
One Societv,” the theme of his address
being personal work. There were three
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addresses on Bible Study. Professor
Reynolds, B.A., of the Agricultural Col-
lege, Guelph, took the book of Philip-
plans as introductory to Bible studies
for the coming year. The Rev. Theo. J.
Parr’s subject was: “The Bible: What
Leaguers Should Know of its Construe-
tion.”  The Rev. 8. E. Marshall, B.A.,
B.D., upoke on “The Acts of the
Apostles.,” On Tuesday evening our
missionary gave lantern views of Queen
Charlotte Islands, which were appreciated
by all. Much valuable instruction was
given during the various sessions of the
convention. We look for still more prog-
ress under the new president, Rev. D, A,
Walker, B.A.

Brantford District

At a session held in Colborne Street
Church, of the Brantford District
Leagues, the following officers were
elected for the coming year :

Hon. President, Rev. A. L. Gee, Ph.D.,
Wellington Street, Brantford,

President, Rev. H. W. Thompson, B.A.,
Fair Avenue, Brantford.

1st Vice-Pres., Miss Ina Dunn, Paris,

2nd Vice-Pres.,, Miss M. File, Cains-
ville.

3rd Vice-Pres., Rev. T. R. Todd, Oxford
Street, Brantford.

4th Vice-Pres.,, Miss Nettie Richards,
Copetown.

5th Vice-Pres.,, Miss E. Bowes, B.A.,
Brantford.

Treasurer, Miss M. Gimby, Pear] Street,
Brantford.

M. Bradshaw, Sec., 124 Willlam Street.

A Deed of Friendship

The Epworth League at Bowmanville,
on the day before Christmas, presented
their pastor, Rev. D. 0. Crossley, with a
fountain pen, accompanying it with the
following unique address:

“DEED OF FRIENDSHIP."

THIS INDENTURE, made the twenty
fourth day of December, A.D. 1904,
between the Epworth League, of
Bowmanville, party of the first part,
and Rev. D. O Crossley, of Bowman-
ville, Ont., party of the second part,
Witnesseth:

Tuar the said party of the first
part, for and in consideration of
Friendship, Good Will and Christmas
Cheer, has glven, conveyed, and con-
firmed, and by these presents does
give, convey and confirm unto the
said party of the second part the fol-
lowing described property, to wit:

One fountain pen:

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, to-
gether with all and singular the ap-
purtenances and privileges thereunto
belonging or in any wise apper-
taining to the said party of the sec-
ond part, his heirs and assigns, for-
ever,

In Witness Whereof the said party
of the first part has hereunto
set his hand and seal.

THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

I, SaxTa Cravs, a Justice of the
Peace for the town of Bowmanville,
aforesaid, and for every other town
and city and county in Canada, hereby
certify that the Epworth League,
party of the first part in the fore-
going instrument, personally ap-
peared before me and acknowledged
the same to be his act and deed.

Witness my hand and official seal
this twenty-fourth day of December,
AD. 1904,

SANTA Craus.




February, 190525

A ‘““Model Paper”

Rev. Dr. Withrow, who knows a good
thing when he sees it, writes thus ap-
preciatingly of our paper in Onward :

“The Christmas number of The Bp-
worth Era is one of the handsomest ever
published by that enterprising League
paper. It has a genuine Christmas
flavor, not merely the Christmas title.
The Christmas pictures, poems, papers
and stories make it specially attractive.
We do not see how any intelligent leaguer
can afford to do without this model
paper.”

Quite True

We receive a great many expressions
of appreciation concerning the excellence
of our paper, from time to time, very few
of which are published. Here is one,
however, which is so unique that we can-
not resist the temptation to put it into
print :

“When you see a leaguer strong,
Working steady, working long,
Always overcoming wrong—

He reads The Epworth Era,

“When you see a leaguer true,
Helping others, helping you,
Full of new ideas, too—

He reads The Epworth Era.

“When you see a leaguer wise,
With his optimistic eyes,
And no pessimistic sighs,—

He reads The Epworth Era.

“We'll
All read
The Era.”

—F. H. Talbot, “ The Gore.”

Just a Line or Two

Hanover League recently raised $25 on
the church debt, and $50 for missions,
The ag at the i

is about forty.

The League of King Street Church,
Ingersoll, publishes the newest thing in
the way of a programme. It provides for
a fine list of subjects,

Sunday, February 12, has been ap-
pointed as a special day of prayer for stu~
dents. It is hoped that it will be gener-
ally observed by the churches,

The president of the Fort Rouge
League, Winnipeg, heartily endorses the
“Increase Campaign,” and says that his
society may be counted on to do its part.

Seventeen sets of the Epworth League
Reading Circle have been sent to Col-
borne, and on a recent evening there
were twenty-four present at the Circle
meeting.

The two Leagues on the South Dummer
Circuit are taking up the Bible Study
Course, and have ordered fifteen coplies of
the text-book, “ Studies in the Apostolic
Chureh.”

The Leagues of the Stratford District
sent some fifteen books to their repre-
sentative in China, Rev. J. L. Stewart, of
Chentu, to carry their Christmas greet-
ings to him.

The vice-presidents of the Neepawa
District League are wide-awake. The
1st and 2nd are engaged in visiting the

es. The 3rd and 4th are prepar-
ing for a lecture course, and, of course,
are working for The Epworth Era.

Mr. Geo. F. Stewart, of Belleville,
writes : “ We are making a special effort
to increase the usefulness of our League.
We added twenty-five new members be-
fore Christmas, and are aiming for forty
mu." Let us have more letters like

s,

‘“ The District League” is the title of
an ambitious little paper, published by
the Leagues of the St. Thomas District.
Its aim is to develop interest in local
League work.

The ILeague at Delhi has organized a
Reading Circle of eighteen members, and
ten sets of books. The corresponding
secretary reports the League in a flourish-
ing condition.

The officers of the Campbellford Dis-
trict have visited all the Leagues on the
district, and, among other results, 150
new contributors to the Forward Move-
ment have been secured,

Rev. John Pickup, of Widnes, England,
delivered a lecture recently in Queen
Street B. L. of C. B, Kingston, on My
Tour Through Palestine, and What I Saw
There,” exhibiting many interesting
souvenirs,

Rev. D. Rogers, pastor of the Thorndale
Church, publishes a breezy little paper
called “ Our Church Tidings,” which deals
largely with local church matters. It is
unique among papers, from the fact that
it does not cost its readers anything.

The president of Zion League, on the
Watford Circuit, reports that their mem-
bership of thirty-five has lately been in-
creased by securing five active and two
associate members. If every League
would do as well, the “Increase Cam-
paign " would be a great success.

The Sunday-school of the Central Meth-
the
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Good-bye to the War Ships

Some of the papers are bemoaning the
fact that the British war vessels have
been removed from Halifax and Esqul-
malt. We really cannot see anything
to be sorry about. We are a peaceful
people and live in friendly relations
with our neighbors. The constant pres-
ence of great machines of war constantly
on our coasts can scarcely fail to develop
the military spirit among our young
people, and many thoughtful people
think we have too much of that now.
It is reported Esquimalt is to be made
the headquarters of a great fishing and
canning establishment. This will, in the
near future, be worth a great deal more
to British Columbia than the war vessels,

The DrunKkard’s Compli-
ment

George Grey Barnard, the sculptor, says
the New York Tribune, is hard at work
in France, in the town of Moret, upon
his decorations for the State capitol at
Harrisburg. An American visited Mr,
Barnard's studio in September, and,
while he was watching the sculptor
modelling, a strange-looking figure reeled
past the window—a long-haired man in a
velvet coat.

“That is the town drunkard,” said Mr.
Barnard. “ He is a person of talent, too,
He writes verses, paints a little, and has
composed four popular songs.

odist Church, Stratford, b

es he says the pleasantest,

. Christmas season by holding a “ Unique

Christmas Entertainment,” as described
in the December Era. It was a great
success, and resulted in merriment al-
most to hilarity ; a box of toys and fruit
for the Sick Children's Hospital, a bale
of clothing, provisions and toys for the
Deaconess Home, besides provisions for
fourteen local families. Every one voted
it “ the best yet.”

The League of Maryland Street Meth-
odist Church, Winnipeg, though but one
year old, has a membership of fifty en-
thusiastic and progressive young people.
The Missionary Department is very ac-
tive, $150 being pledged for missions re-
cently, The Missionary Study Class
meets every Sunday night after church,
with an attendance of 26 to 40, and is
considered one of the best in the West.
The other departments are not neglected,
the Reading Course being incorporated
in connection with the Literary Depart-
ment, Together with other Leagues in
Winnipeg, the young people are alive in
the great work for Christ,

At Lachute, Quebec, the work is satis-
factorily developing. The young peo-
ple have serious discussions of live
national and moral questions, together
with the study of literature, At these
meetings the average attendance is 55.
In connection with their work they have
also mission study classes, which are
well attended. At Christmas the Sun-
day-school gave its festival, but no one
received gifts. A manger was made in
the corner of the school, prettily
canopled, bearlnF the motto, “For the
Christ Child,” “Ye have done it unto
me.”  Children had been encouraged to
earn a little, and with their earnings pro-
cure gifts for poor children in Mont-
real.  All responded with enthusiasm,
preferring it to getting gifts from the
Christmas-tree.

A Sensible Conclusion

Mildred had been full of pranks and
naughtiness all day. At time she
seemed in a somewhat chastened mood,
and her aunt suggested that she should
ask God to forgive her, whereupon Mil-
dred exclaimed, “ No, I won't! I can't be
bothering God all the time !”

brightest things. One evening, for in-
stance, he was staggering homeward, after
an afternoon at the cafe, when the town
marshal met him,

“*See here, Casimir,” the marshal said,
‘why don’t you stop drinking—if not for
your own sake, then for the sake of your

two boys ?  Your example to those little
fellows is pernicious. It will ruin their
career.’

“ Casimir smiled, bowed, and waved his
hand deprecatingly.

“*‘My dear marshal,’ he stuttered, ‘ de-
de-de-spite what you say, I intend to
make of my boys what you will never be
able to make of yours.'

“‘ What is that ?* asked the marshal.

“‘Better men,’ said Casimir, ‘than
their father.’”

An Impertinent Echo

Echoeg are reported as doing some won-
derful things, but one in the Mammoth
Cave seems to have eclipsed any rivals,
according to the report of a Knoxville
man,

A girl among the party with which he
went through the cave met a friend on
the train, and was explaining under-
ground wonders,

“Did you see Echo River ?” she was

asked.

“Yeth," she replied, it wath grand.”

“Did you hear the echo 7"

“Oh, yeth; T said, ‘Who is that over
there ?* and the echo saith, ‘ None of your
buthineth," "

A Temporary Job

A story credited to the late Represen-
tative Campbell, of Tammany fame, tells
of an amusing conversation between two
Irishmen in the employ of the municipal
government of New York City :

“That's a good position the lad Mul-
cahy has,” said Milligan.

“Aye, a good position” replied
Dougherty, “but he'll not lasht long.”

“Not lasht long! Why, wot do ye

mane ?"
“He'll not lasht long,” doggedly re-
iterated Dougherty. “I said so whin
he took the job foive years ago, and I say
so sthill !
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Devotional Service

BY REV, T. J. PARR, M.A,

(Those topics harmonize with the chapters of our
Study text-book, ** Studies in the Life of Cdrist,”
18 advertised in this paper.)

hle
o

FEB. 19.—“PAUL'S VALUE AS A WIT-
NESS TO CHRISTIANITY.”
Phil. 3. 416; Acts 9. 12:10; Rom. 16, 18, 19
2 Tim. 1. 81
(STUDY 6. APOSTOLIC CHURCH.)

Paul was a many-sided man. He was a
living witness to Christianity among
men. He also with the utmost clearness
expounded the great principles underly-
ing the highest type of Christian experi-
ence. He lived the truth as a witness;
he taught the truth as a witness. One
scarcely knows whether to admire most
the one or the other. Either is a safe
guide into the Kingdom of God, and the
hope and strength and glory of the Chris-
tian religion.

In this exposition we shall select
Paul's outline of the highest form of
Christian development, and how to attain
it. Thus we study the witness of Paul,
both to the theory and practice of Chris-
tianity.

Subject: The Highest Type of Chris-
tian Experience according to St. Paul,

1. This experience is divinely outlined
in Christ. “That for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus” (verse
12). ““The prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus” (verse 14). The
prize is not definitely described, but God
through the Gospel calls upon the soul
to take hold of some great, dimly por-
trayed good, some rich spiritual blessing,
some fulness and beauty of character to
be secured by a fuller knowledge of
Christ. If we say the prize is heaven or
the Kingdom of God, what Is the
heavenly kingdom but the fulness of
Christ? Though not explained in detail
the prize is sufficiently outlined in
Christ, by the master-hand of the Divine
Artist, to make it an object of in-
tense longing and strenuous effort to
possess. The soul strives to attain a
moral and spiritual perfection found only
in Christ, and which the unending de-
velopment of the beauties of his char-
acter are constantly disclosing in ever-
growing splendor, and which closer union
with Lim a'one can seize and appropriate.

2. This experience is sought because of
conscious defect. “Not as though I had
already attained, either were already per-
fect; but I follow after, if that I may ap-
prehend ” (verse 12). The more clearly
the apostle saw his privilege in Christ,
the more conscious was he of his short-
comings.

There is no progress possible to the
man who does not see and mourn over
his defects. “The soul of all improve-
ment is the improvement of the soul;”
and it is only a keen sense of need that
stimulates the soul to continuous and re-
peated efforts. The ideal is ever ahead
of the actual, revealing its defects and
exciting to fresh and more earnest en-
deavors,

3. This experience is attained only by
strenuous and continuous effort. * But
this one thing I do I press toward
the mark " (verses 13, 14). The racer,
fixing his eye upon the goal, leans for-
ward, and turning his back upon things
behind, presses with all speed towards
the prize he covets, If he turns aside
he misses the mark and loses the garland.
The great prizes of life are gained only by
persevering labor. However prodiglous
may be the gifts of genlus they can only
be developed and brought to perfection
by toll and study. Think of Michael
Angelo working for a week without tak-
ing off his clothes; of Handel hollowing
overy key of his harpsichord like a 8spoon
by incessant practice; and of the sculptor

polishing his statue with unwearied
repetitions because he said “the image
in my head is not yet in my hands.” The
prize of the Christian race—the crown
of eternal life and blessedness—is worthy
of the most laborious and self-denying
efforts, When at times the heart grows
weary in the struggle, a glimpse of the
diadem of beauty obtained by faith re-
vives the flagging energies.

4. To attain this experience divine
light shall be given. “If in anything ye
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal
even this unto you" (verse 15). The
difference of view was not some wilful
and wicked conception, or some wretched
prejudice adhered to with inveterate or
malignant obstinacy. It was rather, con-
tinues Barlow, some truth not fully seen
in all its bearings, some principle not so
perceived as to be carried out in all its
details and consequences, some depart-
ment of duty which they might apprehend
rather than appreciate, or some state of
mind which they might admire in the
apostle, but did not really covet for them-
selvas, The apostle throws his own
teaching into the shade, and ascribes the
coming enlightenment to God. The man
who 18 honestly in pursuit of the highest
good, though led away for a time by
erroneous views, shall not lack the light
he sincerely seeks. The light which will
help him most must be the light from
God

5. This experience grows by using
knowledge already attained. ' Where-
unto we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us mind the
same thing” (verse 16). Every victory
over self and sin is a steppingstone to
further triumphs. The struggle of to-
day will be the victory of to-morrow.
Our present blessings were obtained
through faith and labor; our next must
be gained in the same way. God will
give more light to the man who right-
fully uses what he has. “When the
morning  bursts suddenly on one
awakened out of sleep, it dazzles and
pains him; but to him who, on his
Journey, has blessed the dawn and
walked by its glimmer the solar radi-
ance brings with it a gradual and cheer-
ing influence. Truth grows on the man
;vho already has the truth and cherishes
t.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

You will find the foregoing exposition
practical and helpful to every person
present if you use it tactfully. Notice
there are five points in the attainment of
the highest Christian character. Make
every one of them stand out with clear-
ness and force. Here {8 God's way of
reaching the greatest thing that man can
attain in the world. You would find_the
black-board very useful in impressing the
five points on memory and heart. You
might select five persons, in advance of
course, each to develop one point, and
when each has finished put the point on
the hoard. Thus at the close, the com-
plete study will appear before the

e. Be careful to make a spiritual
application and urge all to the attain-
ment of the Gospel ideal.

FEB. 26.—“JAPAN AS A MISSION FIELD
IN 1873.”

(The Heart of Japan, Chap. 2.)

The Japanese claim to trace their his-
tory back for 2,600 years. During this
period many romantic figures passed over
the stage and most interesting stories of
prowess and adventure are told concern-
ing them. Military life was the domin-
ant life, the one loved and practised by
the higher classes of society, China has
had a widespread nfluence upon the
Japanese. In the earlier days China was
far in advance of Japan in every element
of civilization, and the latter adopted or
rather adapted the art and learning, the
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letters and culture of the Celestial king-
dom,
FEUDAL SYSTEM.

The feudal system early found a per-
manent place in Japan and the whole
history of the Empire for century after
century revolves around the varying for-
tunes of the great families. The powers
of rule were enjoyed for nearly four
hundred years by the Fujiwara family,
and from it passed to the Teira family,
later to the Minamota family, and
through others down to the Tokugawa
family who were the real rulers of Japan
for 260 years immediately preceding 1868,
the Emperor in those years of feudalism
being little more than a figure-head.

THE SAMURAL

Of the various classes by far the
largest is the Samurai—the soldiers of
the land. Not only were they soldiers of
prowess and bravery, but they evolved
through the centuries a system of chiv-
alry, manners, self-mastery of the body
and culture of the spirit called ushido—
“The Knightly Way.” Culture of letters
and arts was confined almost exclusively
to this class for a thousand years. To
the Samurai is due the credit of the great
changes accomplished within the nation
during the last thirty-five years. They
have been the first members of the in-
fant Christian church, and those who
to-day stand as its leaders in the min-
istry and among the laymen,

A STRANGE STORY.

It is a strange story, that of the intro-
duction of the Roman Catholic mission
work In Japan. In 1547 two Japanese
fugitives were carried by the Portuguese
to Malacca, placed under the care of
Francis Xavier, and they were educated
in the Christian faith. Two years later
Xavier with these two Japanese fugitives
and two other companions landed on the
Island of Kiushiu, Here he preached in
the various capitals of the provinces, and
made his way to the capital Kyoto.
Thirty years after Xavier landed, it was
estimated that the Roman Catholics had
two hundred churches and 150,000 con-
verts in Japan. But soon persecution
began. The Shogun thought he had dis-
covered a plot of the priests to overthrow
his government, and decreed the banish-
ment of all foreign teachers of religion.
Then years later, twenty-six persons were
publicly crucified in Nagasaki for defy-
ing the edict. But the great persecution
came in 1614. Torture and death fol-
lowed the Christians everywhere, and it
is estimated that over 200,000 clergy fnd
laymen perished for their faith. The
persecution continued through many
years. The Christians were tortured in
the most barbarous manner, were hurled
from the top of precipices, burned alive,
torn asunder by oxen, tled up in rice
bags heaped toget! ar and the heap set on

re.

FAITHFUL TO CHRIST,

But terrible as was the persecution,
yet the priests who entered Japan on the
signing of the Treaty of 1858, found sev-
eral Christian communities remained still
faithful, These, without teachers,
churches or sacraments, had preserved
their religlon through two centuries.
Sad to relate, even here the persecu-
tion was continued, and on the
refusal of these faithful people to recant,
over four thousand in number, they were
in 1867-70 torn from their homes and dis-
tributed through various parts of the
Empire where they were imprisoned, till
in 1873 they received their liberty.

FOREIGNERS EXCLUDED,

Following the persecution of the early
church the gates of Japan were closed
more tightly than ever to foreigners, and
for two hundred and thirty years re-
mained closed. In 1852 the Unifed States
sent Commodore Perry with a fleet of
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four vessels to the Bay of Yeddo to open
negotiations, which were finally success-
ful, and in 1854 a treaty was agreed upon
which opened several ports to the Amer-
fcan trade. With the opening  of the
Japanese ports to foreign trade came the
Protestant missionary. Two days before
the treaty actually came into force, the

first Protestant missionary reached
Ni This was Mr. Liggins of the
Protestant Episcopal Church of the

United States. He was joined by his col-
league, Mr. Williams, in the course of a
month. These men with four others who
came later founded the entire Protestant
missionary force at the end of 1859. In
the year 1873 there was an active force
in the Japan field of twenty-one men and
five women.

HATRED OF FOREIGNERS.

During this period there was in the
minds of the people an intense hatred of
foreigners, a suspicion of the motives of
the missionaries and the greatest mis-
conceptions concerning Christianity, It
was at first most difficult to secure either
teachers or servants, and the Government
oversight was such that it was well-nigh
impossible to conduct with & native any
conversation on a religious subject. Aill
the people were so opposed to the en-
trance of foreigners that the dangers to
life and property were many and serious.
The Government had been avowedly op-
posed to Christianity. Imagine this
notice posted in conspicuous places: “The
evil sect called Christianity is strictly
prohibited. Suspected persons should be
reported to the proper officers, and re-
wards will be given.”

Toward the end of the perfod (1859-
1878) the patient, self-sacrificing lives
of the missionaries were breaking down
the walls of prejudice against the for-
eigner and against Christianity. During
these first years foundations were laid
wisely and well. The people began no
longer to regard Christlanity with horror
and aversion, but with feelings of respect
and interest. Many th 1

MARCH 5.- “PETER OPENING THE
DOOR TO THE GENTILE.”

Acts 10, 148 ; 11, 1-4, 19-21.

(STUDY 7. APOSTOLIC CHURCH.)

In this vision we see the beginning of
a great era—the first important breach
in the iron partition wall that divided the
human race into two hostile ranks. We
have here the annexation of the whole
Gentile world, without shedding a single
drop of blood or wasting a single ounce
of gunpowder,

PRAYER AND VISION.

Peter saw the vision when engaged in
prayer on the housetop of Simon the tan-
ner, at Joppa. Prayer is a great revela-
tion, and the stronger the prayer the
grander the vision. He who would see
the heavens opened must first open the
heavens with the key of prayer.
Ecstasies and visions are rewards of
importunate prayer.

STRANGE !

Peter prayed from the house-top of a
tanner. Was there anything strange in
that? Undoubtedly. Tanners were looked
upon as the outcasts of Jewish soclety.
For Peter, the orthodox Hebrew, to lodge
with a tanner, an outlaw, was the first
step out of his miserable narrowness;
and we are not surprised to find the tan-
ner's lodger entering the Gentile cen-
turion’s house a little later.

WONDERFUL HAPPENINGS,

How striking these coincidences of
history! There is as much divine design
in the movements of the centuries as in
the formation of the rocks or the clus-
tering of the stars. Cornelius prayed in
Cwmsarea and Peter prayed in Joppa. How
exquisite these dovetails, these mortis-
ings of history, and how marvellously
well-timed the correspondence! Surely
the world Is not governed by a for-
tuitous concourse of blind atoms, but by

ol

of the Bible and of Christian literature

been circulated. The Japanese
language had been diligently studied so
that the missionary was gble to converse
with the natives, hold Bible classes and
to teach and preach. In 1872 in Yoko-
hama religious meetings were held in
which many Japanese found the light,
and as a diroct fruit the first native
church was organized in Yi

and unity of design.

1. The Divine Origin of the Gospel.
Peter “saw heaven opened, and a certain
vessel descending unto him, as it had
been a great sheet knit at the four corn-
ers and let down to the earth” The
Gospel did not spring up from the
ground; it came down from the upper
skies, and it bears innumerable evidences
of its divine origin. The science

on
March 10th, 1872, with eleven members,
The days of tedlous waiting, of prejudice
and opposition were coming to an end.
The day of wonders was beginning.
With 1878 the history of missions in
Japan entered on a new phase, and in
this same year, the Methodist Church
of Canada, called of God to the work,
sent her first workers through the now
o::: doors into the sowing and the har-
AL

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

The topic this week is a study of the
condition of Japan prior to 1878 when
the missions of our own church first be-
Ean operations. It is important to un-
derstand these conditions in order to see
what our missionaries had to contend
with in planting the Gospel banner on
the islands of Japan. You might arrange
to have the foregoing account read before

] e, and then, after reading, care-
fully question those present on its con-
tents. Use the black-board to put down
Important dates and events. For fuller
information regarding this toplc and
others on Japan during the year, see
“Heart of Japan,” which every League
President should have, and which should
be used in all our Leagues, as far as pos-
sible, as the standard text-book on the
Missionary Topies. The book may be
secured from Dr. F. C. Stephenson, Wes-
ley Buildings, Toronto, Price, cloth, 50
cents; paper, 35 cents,

of ive religion proves that
Christianity is as much loftier than
all other systems as the heavens are
loftier than the earth. A religion well
adapted for the whole race must have
the following elements: 1. An adequate
revelation of God. 2. A provision of
mercy for the guilty, which satisfles the
consclence. 3. Power given to lead a new
life of virtue and holiness. 4. An ideal
pattern of life which men may imitate,
5. A refuge for man in sorrow and be-
reavement. 6. Such a revelation of the
future life as shall help man to prepare
for his dutles and destinies. All these
important elements are in the Christian
Gospel, and are not in any other system
under heaven. Does not this one fact
establish its unquestionable preemin-
ence?

2. The Divine Origin of the Human
Race. The sheet with its miscellaneous
contents came down from the heavens,
and this suggests the divine origin of all
men. The contents of the sheet, as well
as the sheet itself, came down from above,
The Gospel that gave the world a new
conception of God has also given it a bet-
ter conception of man. It teaches us to
say “Our Father” that we may the
better be able to say “ My brother.” In
this respect, for man as man, the Gospel
ds alone among the great religious
ems of the world.

3. The Universality of Christianity.
Man is the heaven-sent
man. Co sent for Peter. Why not

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 39

send an angel to preach to him? The
angel would have been the very first to
object. Indeed it was the angel who sug-
gested Peter's name. Methinks the
angels know a great deal about us, The
angels seek for a man to preach to men.
A preacher is never so effective as when
he speaks to us in the first person. Cor-
nelius must have a man named Peter to
preach the sermon. Why not send troops
of angels {ato the heart of Africa, or to
the isles of Polynesia to evangelize those
benighted natives? Thank God, he has
dignified man by making of him a min-
ister to men. He sent a Divine man to
reveal the Gospel, and he commissions
man to preach it.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

In this topic we study one of the great
facts in the history of Christianity—the
extension of the Gospel to the Gentiles
and to all men. Up to this time its
privileges had been confined to the Jews.
But this exclusiveness is not of God. All
men are his offspring, and his blessings
are intended for all his children, Peter's
epoch-making vision is treated in the
foregoing under three heads. 1. The
Divine origin of the Gospel. 2. The
Divine origin of man. 3. The universal-
ity of Christianity. These three heads
would furnish pegs around which three
members of the League could cluster
helpful thoughts to {lluminate the topie.
Try it. Appoint them a week in advance
at least, and let each keep his remarks
to five minutes. Then, Mr. President,
you sum up the thoughts and press home
the practical lessons. The blackboard
might again be used with effect. Of
course you will not neglect bright sing-
ing, fitting Bible-reading, helpful testi-
mony, and earnest prayer. Let the meet-
ing be cheerful but spiritual.

MARCH 12.“TEMPERANCE MEET-

ING.”

(SCRIPTURE LESSON.)

There are three plots in which every
man is perpetually engaged in sowing
and reaping—in the plot of his thoughts,
in the plot of his words, and in the plot
of his deeds. And there is a storehouse
into which the harvests from these three
plots are being secretly but unmistakably
garnered—the storehouse of individual
character.

1. The moral condition of the man to-
day is the inevitable result of his
thoughts, words and deeds; his selfhood
is rich or poor according to his sowing
and reaping In these respective fields.
Whatsoever a man sows int thought that
shall he also reap.

(a) Vain Thoughts.—If we indolently
sport with vain and foolish thoughts,
they will inevitably produce a crop of the
same kind. The mind will be garnished
with flimsy and unprofitable fancies, in-
flated with a too consclous self-import-
ance, and the outcome is heard in “ the
loud laugh that speaks the vacant mind,”
and seen in the pompous swagger of the
intellectual fop.

(b) Proud Thoughts.—The man domi-
nated by pride is the most pitiable of
objects. His pride of birth will not bear
Investigation into three generations; his
pride of social status is snubbed in a
way that leaves a wound that never
heals; his pride of wealth smitten down
by an unexpected turn of the ever-re-
volving wheel of fortune; and his pride
of life withered by the passing breath of
the great destroyer. But he reaps what
he sowed. He sowed the dragon's teeth
of proud and boastful thoughts, and the
monster grew up and devoured him.
(Prov. 16. 18),

(c) Thoughts of Sinful Pleasure.—If
we allow the mind to dream of pleasures
that are forbidden, the bloom of inno-
cence is rubbed off never to be again re-




Dplaced, the conscience is outraged till its
voice is muffled and but feebly heard.
One vile thought indulged breeds another
that is viler still, and the moral atmos-
phere of the soul is poisoned. What he
sows he reaps.

(d) Good Thoughts—The mind that
aims at the loftiest style of thought, de-
clining to tolerate the presence of a
debasing sentiment, that keeps in check
the wild and savage brood of evil
thoughts ever seeking to overrun and
defile the mind, that cultivates a chaste
imagination and cherishes the exalted
and unselfish charity that “ thinketh no
evil,"—reaps the result in an accession
of intellectual vigor, in the creation of a
nobler standard by which to judge of men
and things, in the unbounded raptures of
a refined and fertile imagination, and in
the increase of power for doing the high-
est kind of work for God and humanity.

2. Whatsoever a man sows in words
that shall he also reap,

(a) Bitter and Rancorous Words.—
If a man studies how much of spiteful
venom he can pack into a single sentence,
says Mozley, how he can most skilfully
whet and sharpen the edges of his words
80 as to make the deepest wound and
raise the most violent storm of irritation
and ill-feeling, unalterable as the course
of nature, the harvest is sure to come,
“* Our unkind words come home to roost.”
The man offensive with his tongue Is the
devil’s bellows with which he blows up
the sparks of contention and strife, and
showers of the flery embers are sure to
fall back upon himself to scathe and
destroy.

(b) False Words.—If we deliberately
and maliciously concoct a lie, and utter

practices Gospel moderation In these
three spheres there is little left to think
about. It should not be difficult to plan
for the presentation of this topic. There
are the three spheres as mentioned.
Arrange for three persons to develop
thoughts on these, each taking five min-
utes. Have a number of Scripture quota-
tions or seed thoughts bearing on the
topic ready to hand out before the meet-
ing begins, to be read when you think
best to call for them.

The A BC of Success.

Dr. Clark has sent out a most sugges-
tive little booklet, entitled “ The A. B. C.
of Success of Christian Endeavor Socie-
ties,” in which he gives the following
reasons for endeavoring to double the
membership of our societies ;

(a) Because the Christian Endeavor
society is not merely a select circle of
kindred spirits, but an aggressive, evan-
selistic organization, meant to reach all
the young people of the community,

(b) Because the mere effort to obtain
more members, even if not wholly suc-
cessful, will often arouse and energize
a soclety as nothing else can do.

(c) Because there are always young
people who need the training and fellow-
ship of Christian Endeavor, and a new
generation is constantly growing up who
need it quite as much as those who have
preceded them,

(d) Because a larger membership
means, more young people won for
Christ ; more young people working for
Christ in the church ; more young peo-

the same with whisp and
hypocritical commiseration, as sure as
there is justice in the heavens, the lie
will come back with terrific recompense
upon the head of the originator.

(c¢) Kind and Loving Words—If we
speak in the kindest spirit of others,
especially in their absence, if we stand
up for a friend unjustly maligned and
defend him with dignity and faithfulness,
if we study to avoid words which can-
not but grieve and irritate, then as we
have sown so shall we reap—reap the
tranquil satisfaction of conscious in-
offensiveness, and best of all, the divine
approval. “ Heaven in sunshine will re-
quite the kind.”

3. Whatsoever a man sows in deeds that
shall he also reap,

(a) Cruel Deeds.—If we take a savage
delight in torturing beast or bird or in-
sect, if we plot how we can inflict the
most exquisite pain on our fellowmen,
if we make sport of the anguish and dis-
tress of others, while we make no effort
to relieve, we shall inevitably reap the
harvest—reap ‘it in the  embruting and
degradation of our finer sensibilities, reap
It in the tempest of rebellion and retalia-
tion which those we outraged will launch
upon us.

(b) Generous and Noble Deeds.—If we
alm at the elevation of ourselves and
others, if we seek to act on the highest
level of righteousness and truth, if we
are diligent, unwearied and persistent in
well-doing, then in due season we shall
reap the harvest—reap it in a heightened
and expansive nobility of character, in
an Intensified influence and enlarged
capacity for doing good, and in the eter-
nal enrichment of the divine plaudit,
“Well done,”

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

This is a temperance lesson; but tém-
perance is a large word. It refers not
only to strong drink, but it also refers to
moderation in all things—a most timely
lesson for the present generation. In
the foregoing exposition we have sug-
gested this temperance or moderation in
three spheres: 1. In the sphere of the
2. In the sphere of the words.
3. In the sphere of the deeds. If one

ple with Christ in the Quiet
Hour ; more young people glving for
Christ's sake ; more interested in tem-
perance, missions, Christian citizenship,
and every good cause,

Many of our new members will come
from the junior societies. Juniors are
constantly growing clder, and the Look-
out Committees of the Young People's
Socleties should watch most carefully
for new recruits from that quarter,
Thousands of Associate members are also
waiting to be won for the Active list,
and that means winning them for Christ.
The dominant note of this forward move-
ment, will, we hope, be personal evan-
gelism. It is a startling and appalling
fact that the church is not gaining upon
the world. The natural increase greatly
exceeds the spiritual. Apart altogether
from the interests of Christian Endeavor
we are called to a great evangelistic
crusade. It is personal evangelism that
tells,  All must go, and go to all. God
is best revealed by a personality. That
is why Jesus came. Restrict the num-
ber of God-revealing personalities to the
occupants of pulpits, and the Kingdom
will never come. Increase the number
of such personalities till every one who
names the nmame of Christ is included,
and the Kingdom will come,

If one should give me a dish of sand
and tell me there were particles of iron
in it, T might look for them with my eyes
and search for them with my clumsy
fingers, and be unable to detect them ; but
let me take a magnet and sweep through
it, and how it would draw to itself the
most invisible particles by the mere power
of attraction!  The unthankful heart,
like my finger in the sand, discovers no
mercies ; but let the thankful heart
sweep through it, and how it would draw
to itself the most invisible particles by the
mere power of attraction! The un-
thankful heart, like my finger in the
sand, discovers no mercies ; but let the
thankful heart sweep through the day, as
the magnet finds the iron, so it will find
in every hour some heavenly blessings,
only the iron in God's sand is gold.—
Oliver Wendell Holmes,

The Gallant Husband

The late Senator Hoar, at a meeting
of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, once depicted very strikingly the
boorish married man at home,

*“ Ome incident, if it be well selected,”
said Senator Hoar, “ gives us a picture of
this man's entire home life. For In-
stance :

“He is seated at the breakfast table,
his wife opposite him, and suddenly he
rings furiously for the cook. ‘When, pale
and frightened, the cook appears, he says
to her:

“‘Maria, look at that piece of bacon
I've just given your mistress. It's the
thickest and worst cut I ever saw in my
life. ~And this plece I'm going to take
myself is only a little bit better.’ "

The Hey to the Situation

Baron Kaneko, of Japan, spent last
summer in the Maine woods, and the
people of the picturesque Maine village
of Harpswell enjoyed greatly his inter-
esting comments on American life.

“I don't know,” said Baron Kaneko
one day, “that I altogether approve of
the compulsory instruction in music that
is put upon American children. If a boy
or a girl has an ear for music, then cul-
tivate it by all means; but don't try to
make musicians out of all children indis-
criminately, and thus you will avoid such
household conversations as one I over-
heard the other day.

“1 was on a train, and a father and his
young son sat near me. The father said:

“‘John, do you practice regularly on
the piano, while I am away at business?
Yes, father,’ replied the boy.

“‘Every day?

“*Yes, sir.’

“‘How long did you practice to-day?

“‘Three hours,’

“‘And how long yesterday?'

“‘Two hours and a half.’

“‘Well, I'm glad to hear that you are
80 regular.

“‘Yes, father.

“*And the next time you practice be
sure you unlock the piano. Here is the
key. I locked the instrument last week,
and T have been carrying the key in my
pocket ever since.' "

A Confidence Dog

A butcher narrated the other day a
story illustrative of the intelligence of
dogs.

“A patron of mine,” he sald, “had a
collie that came to me one morning with
a slip of paper in his mouth,

' ‘Halloa, doggie!" said I, and the
collie wagged his tall and dropped the
paper on the floor at my feet. I opened
it. It was a signed order from his
master for a piece of sausage. I gave
‘him the sausage. He ate it and went
home.

“ Time after time the collie came with
these orders to me, and finally I stopped
reading them, Rach, I presumed, was
for a sausage. I suppose, all told, the
dog got as many as twenty pounds of
sausages from me in two months.

“But the master, when I presented my
bill kicked. He sald he had only given
the dog about a dozen orders, whereas I
must have honored nearly a hundred.

“ Well, the upshot was that the two
of us got together and did a little de-
tective work. We watched the dog. And
do you know what we found? Why, we
found that this cunning dog, whenever a
sausage hunger seized him would grab
up a piece of white paper—any piece he
could find—and bring it to me.

“1 had been careless, you see, never

looking at the paper, and through my

carelessness the collie had fooled me for
two months.”
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w_Sgnday Schqol

S.S. Work in the West

The Alberta Sunday-school Assoclation
seems to be a live organization, with live
officers.  The president, Rev. C. H.
Huestis, M.A,, of Edmonton, is holding
Sunday-school Institutes in centres of
population throughout Alberta, and ex-
pects to attend from six to ten during
the winter and spring, delivering lectures
to workers with children of all denomina-
tions.

Mr. Huestis is also delivering a course
of lectures on “ Religious Hducation,” in
Edmonton, during the winter. We wish
that more of our ministers could find time
to do work of this kind. Nothing can
be more important.

s 1 tal L

One of our pastors writes that his Sun-
day-school has adopted the Supplemental
Lesson Course, having been greatly im-
pressed with the presentation of the ad-
vantages of the course by the General
Secretary at the Twelve O'clock Summer
School, last June. We have no way of
knowing exactly how many schools have
taken up this work, but quite a number of
inquiries for information have come to
the Central Office. It your school is not
conducting this course, would not this
be a good time to start ?

Our Presbyterian friends have Just
launched a course somewhat similar to
ours,

Ontario Sunday-schools
The report of the thirty-ninth Ontario

Provincial Sunday-school Convention,
held in Hamilton, October 25-27, has just
been published. It is book of 180

pages, containing a full account of the
proceedings, and a verbatim report of all
the speeches. It is a val €0l
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Thirty Years a Teacher

A Sunday-school celebration of un-
usual interest occurred recently at Thorn-
hill, when a large number of members
of the Bible class in the Methodist Sun-
day-school assembled at the home of their
teacher, Mr. D. James, to celebrate his
thirtieth year of continuous teaching
of the class. The evening was pleasantly
spent, in a social way, and towards the
close Mr. James gave to each person
present an interesting souvenir, consist-
ing of a booklet of sixteen pages, entitled
‘A Retrospect, 1874-1904." This con-
tained excellent pictutes of the old
church and the new, and good photos of
all the pastors who had been stationed
in Thornhill during the thirty years. It
also had a number of historical notes,
and a list of all the persons who had been
members of the Bible class during the
period named. Taken altogether, it is
the finest thing of the kind we have ever
seen.  In his retrospective remarks, the
teacher says :

“The teaching of the Bible class has
always been a pleasure, for one is most
profited in Bible knowledge when study-
ing for others. During these many
years, with very few exceptions, have I
been prevented by sickness from being
present with you. After looking over
the class records and consulting some of
the older members, it is found that the
total attendance has been over thirty-six
thousand, including members and visi-
tors who have taken part by their pres-
ence in the Bible lessons and study of
the Word. It is encouraging to notice
how many of our class have become
teachers in our own and other schools,
and that nearly all have refrained from
using helps in the class while teaching.”

As a surprise to Mr. James, a beautiful
il address was to him
by members of the class, which expressed
the highest appreciation of his faithful
work.

There are some things in connection
with this village church which are worth

m-
pendium of Sunday-school information
which ought to go into the hands of every
Sunday-school officer and teacher in On-
tario.  The price is only fifteen cents
per copy, and for five or more coples to
one address, ten cents per copy. It can
be obtained at the Sunday-school Asso-
clation Office, Confederation Life Build-
ing, Toronto, Ont.

Home Department

Mr. J. W. Whitman, Home Department
superintendent for Annapolis County,
sends the following to the * Nova Scotia
8. 8. Worker " :

“As a practical fllustration of the
benefits of a well conducted Home De-
partment, I would note the working of
that of the Inglisville Methodist Sunday-
school, organized in November of last

year.

This section extends for some five
miles, and required a division of the mem-
bers, which made two departments.
These were organized into classes meet-
ing fortnightly at the homes for lesson
study, the parents and children of nearly
every home uniting, irrespective of creed.
The meetings have been well sustained
and very instructive.

“On Sunday last a rally of the mem-
bers was held in the church, with review
exercises, music, ete., conducted by the
county superintendent. Many of the
veteran Sunday-school workers of this

interesting of any Sunday-school work
in which they have ever been engaged.

“ What a pity that so many of our Sun-
day-schools are mneglecting this very im-

portant and helpful branch of our work.”

and copying :

1. A weekly teachers’ meeting for the
study of the lesson has been held with-
out any interruption for nineteen years,

2. A Home Department has been in a
healthy ocndition for over twelve years.

3. An Epworth League has been con-
ducted for thirteen years, and has never
taken a vacation.

This is certainly a fine record,

A Confession of Faith as to
Sunday-schools

President E. Y. Mullins read this con-
fession of faith as to Sunday-schools at
the recent Sunday-school Institute in
Louisville, and it ntade quite a hit,

1. The supreme need in our country
to-day is that the forces which make for
character shall control the forces which
make for intelligence,

2. One of the greatest of the forces
which make for character is the Sunday-
school,

3. The factor of the Sunday-school
most potent in the development of char-
acter is the teacher,

4. The supreme lack in the present day
Sunday-school is the lack of thoroughly
equipped teachers,

5. The chief teacher of the teachers
and trainer of the trainers of the Sun-
day-school is the pastor,

6. The chief trainer of the pastor is the
theological seminary.

7. In view of the absence in the past of

nd gui

an, aj
o!ythn departments of the teacher, the
pastor and the seminary there ought to
be an opportunity for an educational
committee to do a great work for the
kingdom.
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Teacher Training

The Teacher-Training work is being
pushed energetically by the Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick Sunday-school Asso-
ciations.  Examinations are held, and
the International Sunday-school Diploma
is given to those who get an average of
eighty per cent. on Hurlbut's Revised
Normal Lessons. In the Province of On-
tario, the Teacher-Training secretary, Mr.
E. A. Hardy, is creating considerable in-
terest in this important department of
work, and quite a number of classes have
been formed. It is scarcely possible to
overestimate the value of the Teacher-
Training Course. If our Sunday-school
work is to command the respect of the
community, and accomplish its highest
purpose, our teachers must be prepared to
teach.

To Heep Older Boys.

The superintendent of a large Sabbath-
school which is successful in keeping the
older boys in continued attendance and
in touch with the school, says one of the
most useful things he has found has been
the attendance of prominent men of the
church, He has them stand at the doors,
ascist as ushers, and in various ways be
in evidence. He says many young men
think it “infra dig” to be in the same
room with mere “kids”; but that their
growing manhood is considerably placated
by observing prominent men in the
church do not consider attendance be-
littling. Whatever may be true of in-
dividual churches, the biggest problem of
the average congregation is by what
means to retain the attendance and inter-
est of those who either are already, or
soon will be, the young men. Can any
church or Sabbath-school from which the
young men are mainly absent be properly
termed successful ?

The Teacher’s Creed.

I believe in boys and girls, the men
and women of a great to-morrow; that
whatsoever the boy soweth the man shall
reap. I belleve in the curse of ignorance,
in the efficacy of schools, in the dignity
of teaching, and in the joy of serving
others. [ believe in wisdom as revealed
in human lives as well as in the pages
of a printed book; in lessons taught not
80 much by precept as by example; in
ability to work with the hands as well
as to think with the head, in everything
that 'nakes life large and lovely. I
belfeve in beauty in the school-room, in
the home, in daily life, and in out-of-
doors. T believe in laughter, in love, In
faith, in all ideals and distant hopes that
lure us on. I believe that every hour of
every day we receive a just reward of all
we are and all we do. I believe in the
present and its opportunities, in the
future and its promises, and in the divine
joy of living. Amen!—Edwin Osgood
Grover,

Over and Over

The following, from Dr. Hamill, tells
the secret of success in laying founda-
tions for Bible study in the child mind :

“The secret of success with many

is the and

of the drill. Over and over, over and
over, the facts and teachings of the lesson
are drilled upon, separately and in con-
cert ; the teacher first putting the truth
in small portions in exact form, and then
having a child here and there repeat it
singly, and afterwards the full class or
department in concert. Children take
pleasure in a spirited drill, and only by
repeated drills do they truly learn.”
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Junior Department

Oonducted by REV. 8. T. BARTLETT, Colborne, Ont.,
Vice-President in charge of the Junior League section of
General Sunday-S8chool and Epworth League Board. He
favites correspondence from all Junior League workers Lo
add interest to this Department of the Exa.

Love’s Hey

Just to be tender,

Just to be true,

Just to be glad the whole day through.
Just to be merciful,

Just to be mild,

Just to be trustful as a child,

Just to let love be our dally key,

This is God’s will for you and me.

Just to be gentle and kind and sweet,
Just to be helpful with willing feet;
Just to be cheery when things go wrong,
Just to drive sadness away with a song,
Just to let love be our daily key,

This 1s God’s will for you and me.

Whether the hour be dark or bright
Just to be loyal to God and right,
Ever to stand temptation’s test,
Just in His promises to rest,

Just to let love be our dally key,
This is God’s will for you and me.

Memory Facts in the Life of
hrist

Home ReaviNos.
87. The blind men near Jericho. Mark
10. 46-52.

11?. Conversion of Zaccheus. Luke 19,

89. Anointing at Bethany by Mary.
Mark 14, 3.9,

90. The triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem. Mark 11, 1-11.

91. Second cleansing of the Temple.
Mark 11. 15-19.
‘1943. The widow's two mites, Mark 12,

44,

93. Greeks seeking Jesus. John 12,
20-36.

94. Last discourses. Matt. chaps, 24, 25

95. Plot between Judas and the Priests.
Luke 22. 1-6.

96. The Last Supper. Matt. 26. 17-35,

Too much cannot be said in praise of the
work done by Lorne and Gladys Keeling,
of Cargill, Ont, in following up these
studies all through the past year. They
have been diligent and regular in their
preparation, and Mr. Bartlett esteems it a
pleasure to thus congratulate them. They
will be suitably “ booked” by Dr. Crews
in due time. Quite a lot of our Juniors
started ~with these studies, some kept
them up for months; but only the two
named above have answered all to date,
They are good students,

Weekly Topics

Feb. 19.—The story of a covenant. Ex.
24. 1-8; Ps. 105. 8-10.
Howme ReADINGS.
Mon,, Feb. 13—The angel guide. Ex. 23.

Tues., Feb. i4.—God'l promise. Ex, 28,
Wed., Feb. 15.—God's command. Bx. 23,
Thur., :é‘esli 16.—More promises. BEx. 23.
Fri,, F!ezb. sl;.—Wron; covenants. Ex. 23.

Sat., Feb. 18—Our League Covenant, 2.
Chron. 15. 12,

Sun, Feb. 19.—Topic. The story of a
covenant. Lessons as above,

(This week’s meeting should be de-
voted to the Pledge. A thorough study
of it should be made with the Junlors.
Suggestive material may be found in the
Junior League Handbook. Look it up
and prepare for a good meeting.)

A covenant is simply an agreement
made between parties who promise each
other that they will be true to one an-
other, God had n.ade “‘an everlasting
covenant” with his people. That is, he
had said, “ I will never break my coven-
ant (promise) with you" (Judges 2. 1),
The people had covenanted (promised)
together with God that they would * be
obedient” (Ex. 24. 7). How God kept
his promises may be seen by the words
of Joshua in Joshua 23. 14: “, . . not
one thing hath failed thereof.” But the
record of the people’'s failures is often
read. They did not always prove true to
their promise. Do we ? Are we better
to-day than they were so long ago ? They
ought to have done better. We ought to
do better. But that word “ought” does
not take first place in our minds, Why ?
That is the great problem to solve in
your meeting to-day. Why do not boys
and girls, men and women, always per-
form their vows? There are many rea-
sons, and they will be readily suggested
by the members if you help them a little,
e.g.: 1. Thoughtlessness.  Sometimes
young people are too quick to make a
promise. They do not fully realize how
sacred and important a thing it is to say,
“T will” The careful Superintendent
will not discourage any from becoming
active members; but will be careful that
all who do, have been taught the claims
and terms of the Pledge. And it is very
desirable that the dual signature to the
pledge card (the parent’s as well as the
child’s) be obtained. (2) Indifference.
Many grow careless in the course of time,
and the claims of present obedience are
not felt as they were when the covenant
was fresh and new. But it is a perpetual
covenant, to be renewed every day and
observed one day at a time. If this is
borne in mind, each day's duties will be
performed regularly, and the mind be
kept full of the importance of doing * all
that the Lord hath said.” (3) Compro-
mise. Too often this spirit prevails. We
do not want to do everything, and that
Soon means that we do nothing. We
cannot pick and choose. “ Whatever he
would like to have me do,” is the condi-
tion we have accepted, and we must not
wish to do only the easy things and leave
the hard ones undone. That was what
the Israelites too often did. They eaid,
“We cannot.” Don’t we also? But it
really means, “We will not” For we
must not forget what Paul sald, “I can
do all things through Christ that
strengtheneth me.” We are to go on
“trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for
strength.” (4) Procrastination. We all
know what it is to “put off.” To-mor-
row never comes. It is always to-day,
and if we fall to do to-day what belongs
to it, we will likely keep putting off, and
the work never be done. To-day's duties
are never made easier by putting off. The
rewards of keeping this covenant are
many; but we should not look only for
them. We should act truly because we
are trye. We should not obey God just
to get to heaven by and by; but to enjoy
life and its blessings here and now,
There is no real joy outside of obedience,
and our obedience is the proof of our
love to Christ. (John 14. 16; 15, 14.)
Make it clear in concluding your study
that it is easy to obey only when we
love. If we truly love Christ we will de-
light to do his will; but if we are trying
to do something out of fear it will be
hard and joyless. (Tell how a little girl
answered a questioner. She was seen
struggling along through the mud carry-
ing a child. The girl had about all she
could do to manage her load. A lady
observing her, said, “He must be very
heavy for you to carry, isn't he ?” “ Q) %
no !” replied the girl. ““ he's my brother.”
Her love for her baby brother made his
welght light to her even though he was
really all she could carry.) “The love
of Christ constraineth me,” we all should
be able to say.

Feb. 26.—A story of a golden calf. Ex
82. 1-6, 15-20.

Home ReADINGS.

Mon., Feb. 20.—Aaron's sin. Ex. 32. 1-6,
Tues, Feb. 21.—As God saw it. Ex. 32,
7-10.

Wed., I-‘eb: 22.~The prayer of Moses, Ex.
82, 1114,

Thur,, Feb. 23.—Moses and the golden
calf, Ex. 32. 15-20.
Fri,, Feb. 24.—Aaron’s excuse. Bx. 82, 21-

4.
Sat., Feb. 25.—The punishment. Ex. 82.
25-35.

Sun, Feb. 26.—Topic. A story of a
golden calf. Lesson as above.

This topic is a striking illustration of
the failure of the people to remember
their promise made to God, as we saw in
last week’s study. When Moses was
away from them they soon grew in-
different. How easy it is to forget. But
the trouble is that though they forgot
God they did not remain without gods.
Explain to your Juniors that it is not a
choice between the true and only God
and no god; but between the true and
the false. We all have our_gods; but
many do not worship and serve the true
God. Something takes the place of our
Heavenly Father in our affections and
service if we forget or forsake him. The
calf of the people which Aaron made for
them represents all kinds of idols to us.
But it matters not what it is, if we prefer
it to God it is an idol. And what folly
it 1s for us to expect any of these things
to do us any . What could the
golden calf do for the children of Israel?
Nothing but disappointment can come at
last from idolatry. God only is able to
do for us what we really need. Do not let
us forget him. Explain that the Israel-
ites were following a bad example in
asking Aaron to “ make gods” for them.
They were copying the evils of the
Egyptians, God had brought them out
of that land of toil and misery, and had
told them to leave forever the bad habits
of the people down there; but it was not
easy for them to break awa- forever
from their past evil companions. (The
point is for our children to keep good
company and not form habits that will
be hard to break off in after years.) The
sin of the people was great, for they
acted as if God had never made his word
known to them, and as if he had never
promised to bless them in their faithful-
ness to them. Perhaps they did not
stop to think just what they were really
doing. “Stop and think” is a good
motto. If we remember it we will be
saved from many temptations and sins.
And then see how utterly their idol god
failed them. What could the calf do any-
way ? When Moses came down from the
Mount and saw what was done, the
Divine anger was shown and the sin
must be repented of or evil must follow,
So it always is. There 18 no such thing
as turning away from God without loss,
“Be sure your sin will find you out.”
It does not say, “ Be sure your sin will
be found out” You are the one to be
found out, and the sin will be shown to
be a vain and helpless thing when you
most need help. Only God could lead
the people of Israel through the wilder-
ness. Only he can lead us through this
world safe to the Heavenly Canaan. . .
So this lesson shows us many important
lessons, and we will be wise to say from
our hearts of God, “Him only will we
serve,” . . Bhow how the know-
ledge the people had of God added to
their sin before him in choosing the
golden calf. So it is with us. We know.
We are to do what we know. To know
and do not is sinful. To know what we
ought to do and do something else is
idolatry, even if we never set up a
visible idol before us. How glad we

should be that we do know, for the
knowledge of God’s will and the doing of
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it are life and blessing. How we should
pity those who do not kmow. With
every possible means in our power we
should help to spread the knowledge of
our Heavenly Father's will throughout
the world, that every idol may be de-
stroyed.

March 5.—A lesson 1111 prayer. Ex. 33, 12-
17.

Home ReApINGs.

Mon.,, Feb. 27.—God will answer prayer,
Ps. 50, 14, 15.

Tues., Feb. 28.—A prayer of confesslion.
PN

Wed.,, March 1.—
Dan. 9. 16-

Thur,, Mar, 2.—A prayer answered. Dan.
9. 20-23,

Fri,

prayer for Jerusalem,
19,

March 3.—A prayer of rej ntance,
Ps. 110. o

. 51,
Sat, March. 4.—Talking with God, Ex.
33. 711,

Sun, March 5.—Tople. A

prayer.

lesson in
Lesson as above,

In addition to the lessons derived from
a direct study of this beautiful inter-
cession on the part of Moses, let your
Juniors be asked to prepare during the
week preceding the meeting, Serip-
ture texts which teach us what we ought
to do if our prayers are to be answered.
This will become a Bible reading on
prayer. Ask each to find a text appro-
priate to the subject, write it out on a
slip of paper, bring it to the meeting, and
put it on the table or desk on entering.
Let the Superintendent arrange the texts
a8 desired, and give them out again to
be read by number when asked for. In
this way you have an orderly arrange-
ment. Such texts as the following are
suggested:

What we must do in order that our
pr:&eru muty b;unlwered:

@ must ask in the e

John 14, 13, 14, S,

We must be abiding in him and his
wovrvd in us. John 15, 7.

® must be keeping his com -

mavl;w 1. John 3. 22. & i

® must give thanks as w
Phil. 4. 6, R -

We must watch for answer, Col, 4. 2,

We must have no hard feelings towards
any one. Mark 11. 25,

We must not ask for fleshly desire,
James 4. 3,

We must not doubt. God will keep his
word. Mark 11. 24; 1. John b, 14, 15,

We must be sincere. Ps, 145. 18,

We must be humble. 2. Chron, 7. 14.
18w1°9 must unite with one another. Matt.

Many other similar texts will probably
be given. By wisely sifting them out and
arranging them, and then by putting the
main thoughts on the board, a very
effective ‘toplc study will result.

It you have not yet secured enough
topic cards for your League, do so at
once. Get them from the Book Room,
Do not depend on The Era to know where
or what the topic 18 from week to week,
Every member of your League should
be supplied with the year's list. These
are Inexpensive and mo League can do
first-class work without them.

Have you had an open meeting in your
League lately? If so, tell us what you
did and how you did it. The Era wants
some new for such
Have you a suggestion? Send it. Do not
forget to have a parents’ meeting occa-
slonally. Send special invitations to

They will come. Keep in touch
with the homes of your members through
such gatherings. Give a soclal (free) if
necessary. Make the Juniors feel that
the Church is as much theirs as their
parents’, and make the parents feel that
the Junior League is their ally in all
good things for their children.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

The Value of Child Life

A true conception of the value of child
life is essential to successful work in
either Sunday-school or Epworth League.
We cannot place too high an estinate on
it; but if we esteem it at too low a
worth our work among the children will
be perfunctory and fruitless. The trend
of thought when Jesus came to earth
was away from childhood. He turned
the thoughts of mankind back to the
little child. He glorified childhood by
becoming himself & child. In his rela-
tions to" his disciples as their Teacher
he used “a little child” as an object
lesson in true heavenliness. He taught
that for the child’s own sake he should
be received with glad and hearty wel.
come. And his command, “ Feed my
lambs,” is based upon this idea that the
child for his own intrinsic value was
worth looking after with tenderest care
and wisest solicitude. “Only a boy,"”
“but a child,” are phrases old as man,
and behind them much of indifference as
to the child's training and future are
hidden. “Mostly adults” we sometimes
read of the persons received into church
membership, as if the children were at
best of but little worth, The thought is
wrong and contrary to the idea of the
Master. Value your little children for
their own sakes now, not merely for what
they may pgssibly become in after years,
Judged by this latter standard they are
indeed of priceless worth; but the best
can be made of them only when the
preacher or teacher or parent puts upon
them the high present value of the Lord
who said, “ Of such is the Kingdom of
Heaven.” Anticipatively, we delight to
picture to ourselves a bright and
happy future for our boys and girls; but
too often we forget that the future is
in the present in embryo, and that if we
fail now, we have probably failed alto-
gether. “What manner of child shall
this be?” may largely be answered by
the influences under which the child
grows up to adult years. The process of
growth in all that pertains to true man-
liness may be retarded or helped by the
training the child receives while it is a
child, and while it is growing out of
childhood into youth. You may make or
mar your child’s future as you associate
with him to-day. For what he is going
to be for good or ill, then, place a high
value on him now. Prospectively every
boy is the beginning of a man, every girl
the beginning of a woman, and twenty
years from now the man or woman wiil
be glad or sorry as each looks back on
the past and remembers your influence
and work with them. There is still an-
other reason why we should value the
child life very highly. It is because of
the helpful influence the child thus
rightly valued has on ourselves now.
Keeping in tactful sympathy with the
children is the best way to live the
“ gimple life” to which we are exhorted.
Simplicity is not silliness. Childlikeness
is not childishness. Naturalness, not
artificialness, is the great need of soclety
to-day. The church that ignores the
children, the preacher that overlooks
them, the teacher that forgets them, the
parent that neglects them, will all soon
lose thereby. Keep in touch with the
little ones if you would keep in vital
sympathy with Christ. We can think
how his kindly smile won them to his
side, how his loving hands gently rested
on their heads in benediction, and how
his simple teaching imparted to them
sublimest wisdom. The pulpit that does
not preach to children or that does not
preach so that the children can under-
stand the message Is failing in its mis-
sion. Too many of our Sunday congre-
gation lack the juvenile element. And
because they keep our hearts young we
must value them highly and associate
with them much. The conventions of
modern life are very formal, the claims
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of business are very disturbing. We
grow old in desire and aspiration very
quickly, Keep young, and do it by close
assoclation with the little children.

Roland’s Present

“What 1s the matter, dear ?’ asked
mamma, when she went Into her room
and found a very dismal-looking little
boy standing by the window.

“ Nufin' much, mamma,” answered
little Roland. But brave as he tried to
be, mamma knew that he was almost
crying, and, taking him on her lap, she
questioned him tenderly,

“The boys don't want me to play with
them,” he sald at last; “they say I's too
small, and they are whittling splendid
things, and I wanted to whittle, too, and
they sald they couldn’t have me wasting
their wood, and I couldn’t get the littlest
plece, nor any knife nor nuffin,” he
sobbed.

“Don't cry, dear; mamma has some
nice wood, and you can sit right in here
and whittle. Let's spread a paper down,
and you and I will have a fine time mak-
ing things; let’s make a boat.”

Roland soon forgot his grief, and, with
mamma's help, he made a nice little boat,
that floated very well on a basin of water,

“I am sorry, boys,” sald mamma, later,
“that you are not nicer to your
little brother. I hope if Roland ever has
any wood he will be more generous with
it.” The bigger boys, Fred and Charlie,
hung down their heads and looked
ashamed,

For their Christmas present Fred and
Charlie had a nice Sloyd work-bench,
with knives and many other tools. Little
Roland had a Sloyd knife, too; but what
do you think he had for his biggest pres-

?
en%v}ly. he had a whole bundle of
shingles ! Just think of it! Two hun-
dred and fifty shingles, all his ve y own!

Now he has plenty of wood, rad does
not have to ask any of the big hoys for
any; instead, they often beg woou of him.
I am glad to say Roland :s very good, and

ives them all they want,
® Such nice times as they have playlng
together now, all cutting and whittling
boats and many other things.

“T think I had just the nicest kind of
present,” sald Roland, one day. I won-
der who tells Santa Claus just what little
boys want. I think the mammas and
papas must have something to ':10 about
it, don’t you think so, mamma'.'“

“Yes, indeed,” sald mamma, “I really
think they do."—Junior Herald.

“The junior superintendent needs to
be very ’nmr to Christ. There must
often be a sacrifice of time, much self-
denial, and great discouragement. On
the other hand, the child’s heart is an
open door to the home. The gratitude
of the parents, and often their con-
version ig one of the teacher's rewards.
More than that. I fully believe that In
the great day of reckoning, no sweeter
smile will light our Master's face than
when he shall say to some faithful soul,
‘You fed my lambs.’”

“Junfor superintendents should not
become discouraged if their small
charges fall to give attentica. The
fault may not be with either the super-
intendent or the children; but with the
methods used. Perhaps the teacher s
“in the ruts’ and cannot work out,
Perhaps he has mot a real love for chil-
dren. f he has not such a love, it
will be quickly discerned by the watch-
ful eyes which are constantly upon him
during the lesson time. Perhaps the
superintendent {8 8o burdened with
“cant’s’ that he has forgotten the way
of falth. When we become discouraged,
let us remember the great watchword,
“Not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith the Lord.’"
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Smiles

“I took great pains with that pudding
we had for dinner,” remarked the young
wife. “And so did I, my dear,” rejoined
the husband.

Teacher—“ Can you tell me the differ-
ence between ‘like’ and ‘love’ 7" Small
Boy—*" Yes, ma'am, I like my father
and mother, but I love ple,”

“ What is a lake ?” asked the teacher.
A bright little Irish boy raised his hand.
“Well, Mikey, what is it “ Shure,
it is a hole in ihe kittle, mum.”

Butcher—“1 mneed a boy about your
size, and will pay you $3 a week.” Boy
—“Will T have a chance to
Butcher—*" Oh, yes, You must be here
at four o'clock every morning.”

They had just moved into a new house,
and they stood surveying the situation.
“I wish,” she said, “that this carpet
was velvet," “I don't,” responded the
husband unfeelingly, “I wish it was
down.”

Mrs. Selby—" Doctah, de chile dun gone
swaller a pint ob ink.” Doctor—* Hab
ya' dun annyding fo' de relief ob ‘im ?”
Mrs. Selby—"I'se dun made 'im eat free
sheets ob blottin’ paper, doctah. Was
that rite ?”

Roger had gone into the country for the
first time. “There,” said his grand-
father, pointing to a colt, “ did you ever
see such a little horse as that?”
“ What's the matter with him, grand-
father ? He hasn't any rockers.”

While visiting in New York City, a lady
asked the little son' of her friend :
“Johnny, do you like to 80 to school 7"
“Yes, ma'am,” answered the truthful
urchin, “and I like coming home, too,
but I don’t like staying there between
times."”

“You have a pretty tough-looking lot
of customers to dispose of this morning,
haven't you ?" remarked the friend of a
magistrate who had dropped in at the
police court. “ Huh ! rejoined the dis-
penser of justice. “You are looking at
the wrong bunch. Those are the law-
yers,”

It is not always true that an English-
man cannot see a joke. Joseph Cham-
berlain tells one on himself which proves
the contrary, He was the guest of
honor at a dinner in Liverpool. The
Mayor had invited a distinguished com-
pany to hear Mr. Chamberlain speak.
For two hours they chatted over their
food, and at last coffee was served.
The mayor leaned over and touched his
guest’s elbow. “ Your excellency,” he
asked, “shall we let the crowd enjoy itself
a little longer, or had we better have
your speech now ?”

Christian Scierice Story

A well-known physician, who is some-
what sceptical as to the soundness of
Christian Science doctrines, tells this
story of an ardent Eddyite and her little
boy: The mother was crossing the fleld
with her little son when a goat appeared
and came toward them threateningly, to
the dismay of the youngster, who shrank
In terror behind his mother's skirt. Re-
memberinig her beliefs, she tried to
reassure him.

“ Why, George,” she saild, soothingly,
as the goat continued to advance, “ don’t
you know you're a Ohristian Science
boy, that there's no such thing as pain,
and that it would be useless for the goat
to try to hurt you ? Don't you know
that?”

“Yes,” walled the doubting believer,
between his sobs, “I know it, and you
know it, but the goat don't know o
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