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THE CHURCIIS LAW OF INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE.
BY TIE REV. £, P. PARKER, D. D

Tis Chureh ot the Prayer Book ! s it of God, or of man? I it add-
ing once more to the wicked divisions which aflict the land ?  Ias it
departed from the historie Faith of Christ 7 Ilas it dared to sct up a
separate altar 2 Or is it a branch of the one continuous, historic Church
of Christ from the beginning 2 1Is it, in its Faith and Pélity, Divinely
red unto it, striving to cxabraceall in the one, primitive, reconciling

delive
For the answer to these questions, the appeal is to “the

fellowship ?
Faith once delivered to the Saints.”

St. Jude tells us that the Faith was once for all delivered (for that is
the literal meaning of the original Greek): the Faith whole and unde-
filed ; the Faith to which there must be no additions, from which there
must be no substraction ; the Faith unchangeable ; the Faith of the ages;
the Faith committed to us by God; the historic Christain IFaith, doctrine,
and institution ; ¢ One Spirit’ and ¢ One Body ’ ‘ even as ye are called in
For the keeping and spread of this Faith

one hope of your calling.”
'+ we must be willing to do, and if' nced

wo “must carnestly contend’
be, to dic.

This Faith i< embodied in o written Revelation.  + Holy Scripture
containeth all things necessary to salvation; so that whatsocver is not
vead thercin, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any
man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought
requisite or necessary to salvation.” The text tells us that we are not
wrestling with the Bible for the traths of the soul as we are wrestling
with the outward world for the truths of chemistry, electricity, and

weology. The Faith is that from the beginning. It will not be found

#This admirable article as written by an American clergyman, contains local or national alin-
sions, but the principle involved has a universal application, and its vigorous enforcement is more
than ever needed amongst ourselves,—ED,
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that the Church from the first has included in her canon of the New
Testament books which must be discarded. It will not be found that
the Church from the first has not made a mistake in the nature and the
number of the Christain Sacraments. It will not be found that the
Church from the first has embodied crror inher Creed. It will not be
found that the Church from the first has been under a delusion as to the
authority of Christ's Ministry, and the laws which govern its trans-
mission. The text to-day is the guarantee of this,

How comes it, then, that the divisions denounced by St. Paul as
“caraal,” by St. Jude as sensual sin, adesertion by the Holy Spirit,
have ceased to be thought or treated as a sin at all?  “These be they
who separcte themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.”  Who so
much as whispers of the sin o' Scmisv?  as ScHISM DIED ouT IN oUR
counNtry ?  The appalling fact confronts us that there are more than
fifty warring religious organizations among us; contradicting each
other's creed concerning God and human duty; a gulf of separation
between many of them, cleaving down the foundations of the Faith ;
intercommunion between any exceptional.  St. Paul conjures Christians
by the most solemn and tender name, “I'besecch you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to-
gether in the ‘same mind and in the same Judgement.”  But in these
United States of America there is separation, which in many places
paralyzes the ministrations of the Worw and ordinances of Christianity ;
makes them cease because of the burden of their support; sows broad-
cast distrust and bitter hatred : preverts men to Rome ; rears the most
prolific harvest of infidelity.  There must be falsehood in a system
which works out such results.

Men spend vast sums in the printing and distribution of the holy text
of Seripture.  Right. But the holy meaning of Scripture, God's living
Word; “the Faith once delivered to the Saints ;" Historic (Thristiuni'.y
has little moral authority and binding force. Our people think that
they have each a special inward revelation. The popular Biblical scholar-
ship and thoclogy of modern times leave out the factor in the text,
the Historic Faith

Christendom has been rent into pieces by abandoning this Historic
Faith. It can be reunited only by re-accepting it. It is now divided
into two parties ; the one cleaving fast to Historic Christianity, inter-
preting the Bible according to the witness of the Church from the
beginning ; the other, rejecting Historie Christianity, and interpreting
the Bible as scems best to the Pope of Rome; or to the Doctors of a
School ; or to an individual. Our Church, in distinetion from Rome
and the Denominations belongs to the first class. She interprets the
Bible according to the Faith once delivered.
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How sHALL THIS FAITH, ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED, BE ASCERTAINED ?

I answer there is a principle of interpretation of human language
which prevails in your courts, under which you hold property, liberty,
and life. ¢ Contemporanea expositio est obtima et fortissima in lege.”
In the matter of law contemporancous exposition is the best and the
strongest exposition. The Constitution of these United States of
America is interpreted by this principle to-day. FEvery man under-
stands it. Every man confesses that this principle is final in the inter-
pretation of human law.

Apply this principle to the interpretation of the Bible upon disputed
points, and according to those received principles of the interpretation
of human law which men act upon in their most important earthly
affairs, the controversy about the meaning of the Bible in mooted points
is settled. The late William Ellery Channing and Prof. Moses Sturrt
drew opposite conclusions respecting the Divinity of our Lord from the
first verse of the first chapter of the Gospel of St. John.  Biblical critics
and good men dispute, without end, on the meaning of the passage,
[s there any principle, final, without appeal, by which this question
can be ottled ?  The Holy Catholic Church says, Yes: the testimony of
history ; the witness of the man taught by St. John and the rest of the
Apostles—as to the fact of the doctrine which the Apostles taught.
Polycarp, in his dying prayer, testifies to the Divinily of Christ. He
prays to “ the supercelestial and eternal Jesus.”  And Irenwus, a con-
temporary of Polycarp, tells us that “ Polycarp always taught those
things which he had received from the Apostles, which he also delivered
to the Church, and which alone are true.” The Church of Smyrna, of
which Polycarp was Bishop, record this his prayer to Jesus, adding
that “ we love the martyrs, but the Son of God we adoie.” Clement of
Rome, mentioned by St. Paul “as his fellow-laborer” (Philippians,
iv. 3d verse), and as among those whose names are written in the Book
of Life, thus bears his testimony : ¢ The sceptre of the Majesty of God,
our Lord Jesus Christ, came not in the pride and pomp of circumstance.”
And again, “Brethren we ought to think concerning our Lord Jesus
Christ as concerning God.” So Irenwus, born A. p. 97, before the death
of St. John; Justin Martyr, A.Dp.140; and Tertillian A. p. 200 ; bear
their witness to the proper Divinity of Christ. So that this was the
belief from the beginning, and taught by the Apostles. The Nicene
Creed was not a new creed. It simply declares the Faith, which has
been transmitted from the beginning.

Now what weight to the teaching of Scripture ought this coeval testi-
mony to have with a man who doubts or denies the Divinity of Christ ?
Suppose the question to be concerning the belief of the Pilgrim Fathers
at Plymouth, Mass. Suppose that a man should insist thaf the Pilgrim
Fathers, who came over in the Mayflower, were Unitarians? What
force would“there be in the recorded unanimous testimony ot the
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preachers and communicants living in Plymouth, Boston, Charlestown,
and Salem, in the year of grace 1650, in the lifetime of the Pilgrims,
that the Pilgrims believe and preach the doetrine of the Trinity ?
Would their contemporaries, living under the very shadow and in the
homes ot the Pilgrims, be likely to know the ereed of Bradford, and
Carver, and Brewster, and Standish ? What value ought to he allowed,
Unitarians themselves being the judges, to the private judgment of a
man in 1870, that the Pilgrim Fathers were Unitarians, in face of this
opposing testimony of contemporaries ?

This illustrates the principle of contemporancous exposition.  The
Decisions of your courts are hased upon it in the gravest question of’
Constitutional Law, and in the matter of your property, liberty and life,
Suppose the interpretation of a statute he the precise interpretation of
the Legislature that enacted it, and of the couris that render decisions
under it.  Suppose that the action of" the Government, from the mo.
ment of the enactment to the present day, corresponds with this inter-
pretation.  This is decisive, as to the menning of that statute,

So in the interpretation of God's Law, delivered and administered by
inspired men, and received, and in!(-rpm':«-(l, and acted upon by the
Church from the beginning, there is a continuous Iistorie sense, which
it is stultification for a Biblical critie torejeet. Were his life and civil
rights imperilled in court, he defonds them by this historie interpreta-
tion.

What would you say 1o the man who should throw this interpretation
all aside, and claim your house and land, and proceed to take possession
by virtue of his individual construction of a statute?  Yet theo like is
done every day in dealing with God’s laws, Ty at the laws which
govern contracts, or the transmission of property by will, as men treat
the Old and New, Testament : act as though no principles were settleq
in your courts {ouching bequests, and the devising of a man’s estate :
leaving cach individual to construct the statutes coneerning the rights
of consanguinity, the right of property acquired by marriage; concern-
ing the evidence demanded to prove a man’s last will and testament :
leaving this to the ignorance, the fancy, the choice of cach survivor
interested, and would not society be unsettled ? Suppose a Biblical
critic come out of court with a judgment in lis favor, confirming
his right to 2 large inheritance of land and money, and the judicial
decision be based upon the Historical Interpretation of testamentary
law; and on this Historical Interpretation and Judicial decision, e
outs his neighbour and enters on possession; and then this critie goes
insto his study, and straight, in his interpretation of the law of God,
throws away all Historical construction; sets up an interpretation of
his own in direct contradiction to that which, on the fullest testimony,
was held to be its meaning by Apostles and Evangelists; and which
has been received as its meaning, according to an unbroken chain of
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witnesses, for 1800 years! Isnotsucha Biblical eritic self-condemned ?

This principle of Historical Interpretation is fixed upon the human
ace by the Providence of God. God's Chureh, in assuming it a her
Law and Interpretation of Seripture, receives and acts upon a principle
which God has fastened upon this world. The man who rejocts it, may
as well reject the Law of Gravity. e may as well refuse to believe
in Oxygen.  Ile may as well deny the Laws of transmission of light.
He lives under these laws,  1le breathes by them. e sees by them.
So he lives under the great Law of contemporancous exposition and
vecorded testimony. e cannot get beyond it in this world.

Suppose that any man should Interpret the C'onstitution of these
United States by his private ideas, whether of wisdom or of folly.
Treat it as men treat tho Bible.  Apply to it the principle of individ-
ualism, or of an unlimited private judgment, shutting out all the
decisions of the courts, all the precedents of legislation, all the usages
of the Government of the United States—¢ Congress shall have the
power to regulate commerce.”  # Congress may establish post offices
and post vroards.”  Under these simple words of the Constitution two
great functions of the Government have been discharged from our
national beginning : that of imposing discriminating duties for protec-
tion or revenue : and that of estallishing the post office.  Deal with
these clauses as men deal with Baptism, or the Lord’s Supper, or the
Divinity of our Lord, or the Inspiration of the Seriptures, or with the
Institution of the Church and Ministry.  What public anarchy, what
private loss would follow ! Suppose that in Portsmouth dutics might be
levied, in Newburyport goods might be imported free.  Suppose that
in one State, town, or scheol district, all letters must be earried by mail|
but in the adjoining State, town, or school distriét, the transportation of
letters were thrown open to private enterprise.  Could the Government
of hese United States of America be administered ?

So many conflicting constructions of the Constitution, earrvied into a
practical policy, creates as many constitutions as there are differing
minds; nay, erects cach man into a constitution maker. The same
principle in the interpretation of the Bible crects each man into a
Bible maker. Under this system cach man has a different Bible.
1k sits in judgment upon God. IIe calls his judgment the Word of
God. But Ae decides what God has commanded in that Word.

Accordingly, in the exercise of thisright of private judgment irres-
pective of historie testimony, the wildest conflict of private judgment
reigns,

One man’s Bible teaches him that Christ is God and man. The
Bible of the next man teaches him that Christ is nothing more than a
man. The Bible of the third man teaches him that all infants must be
baptized. The Bible of the fourth man, that only the infants of Leliev-
ing parents must be baptized. The Bible of the fifth man teaches him
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that no infant ought to be baptized, but believing adults only. The
Bible of the sixth man, that baptism is a mere symbol of dedication to
God, and can be repeated as often us man repents.  While the Bible
of the Primitive and Catholic Church teaches that Baptism is once for
all, and is “for the remission of sing,”  The Bible of the sevent man
teaches him that in the Lord’s Supper Christ gave His Body aud Blood
to the faitnful recipient to his “ spiritual food and sustenance.” The
Bible of the cight man, that the Lords Supper is simply a natural mem.-
morial of gratitude. The Bible of the ninth man teaches him that God
answers prayer.  The Bible of the -tenth man, that the laws of the
universe are unsalterable, and that prayers are uscless. The Bible of the

venth man, that the Seripture are inspired. The Bible of'the twelfth
nan, that they are no more inspired than every good or great man ig
mspired. The Bible of the thirteenth man, that Revelution is the
History of God in Miracle and Prophecy, and is a literal record of
events. The Bible of the fourteenth man, thit the Seriptures are
simply an Allegory. The Bible of the fifteenth man, that beljef ina
Personal God is unnecessary in religion,

And 5o I might 8o on, exhibiting to Youwas many Bibles as there are
human minds, all as mutually destructive as if they had been dictated
by s0 many hostile gods, affirming and (Ionyingcvcr_)'lhin;_; in the whole
realm of thought bearing on the person of Deity and the duties and
destines of men.

The blessed Bible is not in fault.  That speaks one harmonious lan-
guage.  Human minds are in fault, interpreting it not by the witness
of primitive Christianity, but the man's private notions.*  Thus in
progressive stages of the mind, the creed of yesterday is succeeded hy
the creed of to-day. The Christians belief becomes a sliding scale of
aflirmations and denjals, Nothing is fixed. Conscience itselt is resol-
ved into edueation » morality into custom ; right and wrong into prejudices,
I have skirted only the edge of this religious chaos, Princeton com-
plains of the doctrinal error of this once orthodox Andover; Andover
of the new divinity of Now Haven; New Haven of the latitudinarianism
of Oberlin ; Oberlin of the heresy of Cambridge, Cambridge is devided
between the conservative Dy, Peabody and the radical Thoedore Parker,
Cincinnati devines try the elder Beecher for heterodoxy. Dy, Bellows,
the Unitarian, declares that the younger Beecher is good enough
Unitarian for him. Dy, Tyler of the Windsor Theological School con-
demns Dr. Bushnell of Hartford for departure from New England

orthodoxy. Dr. Bushnel] hurls back the charge with damaged proof.
i
* The judgment which ix demanded by the Chureh js Judgment according to the Law and the

Evidence ;' the hlghentfprlvllngc of an American citizen, As a uryman, he may sit in Judg ment on
the property, liberty, life of his fellowman. How must he decide ¥ According to the 1umors afloat

in the streety No According to the stories in the newspapers ¥ No, Butaccording to the law and
the evidence in court, Is thisan infringement of the right of private Judgment |

The Church forbids not private udgment in the abstract ; ghe forbids rivate judgement irpespec.
tive of historic m!lmouy.p Inle ¢ s Jodge =

Ao SRR
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The departure from findamental religion begins with the departure
from Apostolic and Catholic truth. It is the local consequence of the
rejection of historic testimony to revealed religion. < It is the sinking of
a coniinent by the caving of the arch of the earth. Men discard the
witness of the personal dis iples of the Aposties to the teaching of the
Apostles. Men discard this witness as an opinion when it is the sharp,
competent testimony of credible witnesses to a fact. In their jealousy
of human authority they reject  the pillarand ground of God’s truth:”
the Primitive Church, holding in her hands the Apostles’ and Nicene
Creed and the Nicene Polity. What wonder that the whole mighty
superstructure of the Catholic Faith, of a Personal God, of the Trinity,
of the Divinity of our Lord, of His vicarious Atonement, of the inspira-
tion of the Bible, of its miraculous element, of its historical veracity, of
the Church visible as well as spiritual, of the sacraments, of publie
worship, of prayer, of the Lord’s Day, of the Day of Judgment, fall
with it!

The process is a logical one. You know, solely on the testimony of
the Barly Fathers, that the Books which we call the New Testament
were written by the men whose names they bear, and were received
by the first Christians as the Inspired Word of God. You introduce
these Fathers into court, and put them on the witness stand ; and on
their evidence alone, yon accept the canon of the New Testament.
Turn round, and impeach the testimony of these Fathers to other his-
torical facts of their times: to wit, that the Apostles taught the doctrine
of the Trinity, and Atonement, Infant Baptism, three Orders in the
Ministry, and the Apostolical Succession, and you then impeach your
chosen witnesses.  Both classes of facts rest on the testimony of the
sama man. You throw diseredit on Revelation itself when you reject
the self:same evidence touching the truths revealed, on which you rely
to prove the fact of any Revelation at all. The testimony competent
to prove A\, of which certain men have personal knowledge, is competent
to prove B, and you reject the proof of A. Release men from the
moral obligation to believe the Catholic doctrine revealed, and you
logically release them from the moral obligation to believe that God
inspired men to reveal them!

There is no possible evasion of this general principle. But examine
the historical facts in two cases, and the external evidence is overwhelm-
ingly stronger for the Apostolic authority of the Ministry of Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons than it is for the Doctrine of the Creed of the
Canon of the New Testament. In the case of the Canon of the Serip-
ture, and of the Doctrine of the Trinity, there is a gap of fifty years, in
which there is the absence of personal and detailed testimeuy. In the
case of the Apostolic Succession, if there be similar absence of testimony,
it is during only a dozen years. In thewords of Haddan, “Our carliest
dotailed evidence for the text of even the Gospels consists in second
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century translations, and second century Fathers, and g sceond cen-
tary list of the Book of the Canon, viz,, the celebrated Muratorian
fragments ; Fathers indeed, except St. Justin Martyr, of the latter part
of the sccond century, Irenweus and Tertullian. Besides, and before
these, fragmentary allusions reacl, back to St. Ignatius, St. Polycarp,
St. Clement, "

But there is expressed and detailed proof of thc complete Church
system, claiming to derive a direct Uivine commission from the Apos-

tles, AT THE CLOSE 0¥ TiE Frem CENTURY,  In other words, the proof of

the exclusive authority of Bishops to ordain men to the ministry, is the
same kind with the proof of the Christain Creed, and of the Canon of'the
Christain Seripture, with this exception, that the proof of the exclusive
authority of Bishops to ordain is vastly stronger!

Now men throw away the stronger proof; why should not the world
throw away the weaker proof? If men throw away the proof of the
exclusive authority of Bishops to ordain, why should not the world
take a leaf out ot thejr book, and throw away the Christain Creed sand
the Canon of the New Testament 2 The world does not throw them
away.  Logically this is the process, lli~tm-i¢-:lll‘\’ this is the tremen-
dous and awful result.  Men are taught to reject evidenco, when that
evidence makes acains( a previous conclusion, Unitarians, Universalists,
FPreethinkers, improve upon such teachings.  And men reject the Bible
on the distinet ground that jts doctrines are inconsisten with their

ideas of God,

On the other extreme, the reaction from the abuse of self-will awalk-
ens indignation at the rejection of that moral authority, with which
God Mim _If has clothed the law of evidence': and men swing from

wholesale denial into wholesale credulity, and swallow the falschood of

Rome.  Without this testimony of the Churel from the beginming, the
truths of the Blessed Trinity, of the precious Atonement, become mere
private interpretation, resting on the shifting sands of speculation ; the
belief of individuals alone, denjed by other individuals to be revealed,
But on the witnoess and confession of' Jesus Chvist by the Apostolic and
Primitive hurch, in distinetion from the additions of the mediweyy]
Church and of insulated private judgment, oup Church stands immov-
able; and an Unseriptural Eeclesiasticism and a Godless Philosophy
dash themselves on this rock, only to be broken,

But truth has to do with life. «Ag g man thinketh, so is hLe."
Practical Atheism is substituted for tle Apostles’ Creed, The educated,
intellectual Devil iy more formidable than the darkened, blind Devil,
New England promises to become foremost in wickedness, as she s
foremost in intellect and cultivation,  Iep philosophers bring the

cthereal weapons of philosophy to defend the indulgence of the Dassions,

* tolical Sueces “hurel : y iv s
154;!'.A 33.';’»;':."113-.."(‘09"10" in the Chureh of England. By Arthur Haddan, Rivingtons, London,
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In rejecting that criterion of the Faith to which I have referred, and
on which men rely by Divine ordination in human affairs, the country
is exposed to the imminent danger of falling a prey to the subtile delus-
ions of Rome: or tothe intellectual and passsional Immorality of
Infidelity.

Our people are fast profiting by their teachers, and blotting out all
belief in heaven and hell. A majority stand disconnected with the
institutions of Christianity under any name.  The sancity of marriage,
the purity of Lhome, maternal love, paternal care, womenly conscience,
manly honor, parental virtue, feminine instinets, ave becoming obsolete
Peculation, immodesty, licentiousness, conjugal infidelity, infanticide,
murder, ride abroad in brazen triumph. The prepetuation of the
human race is imperilled.  The daily news-sheet is the photograph of
crimes which fill you with horror at their enormity and their muliitude,
pictorials weekly are scattered broadeast among the young, which
poison the imagination and corrupt the heart.

This is the inevitable sequence from cause to effect.  In throwing off
God’s historic evidence of the truths of Revelation, on which Divine
Providence has made them dependent in the aflairs of this life, men
have rejected the Bible itself.

Itis an invidious task to point out the errvors of religious systems,
because their authors and abettors often mean good. With sorrow we
think of the weapons thus put into the hands of the enemy of Christi.
anity by men who equally with us love the Lord Jesus.  We mourn
the fact in our deepest souls—

* Sad as angels for the good man's sin,
Weep to record, and blush to give it in,”

We are filled with afieetion, and esteem, and gratitude toward mul-
titudes in the Christian communion around us. Would that we might
emulate their zeal and works of love.  Who can survey their missions,
their institutions of mercy, their noble, pious offerings to God ; who
can live among them, and witness their holy lives and examples, with-
out feeling his heart of hearts go out toward them in tenderness and
admiration! Many of them would lay down their lives in defence of
the doctrines of grace.  Our Pilgrim Fathers would have been willing
to have died for the Faith of the Holy Trinity. Yet they incorporated
into their religious system the principle of Individualism, which his-
torically and logically has led to Unitaranism. Unitaranism, with a
vast many members, whose purity and piety are ornaments to the
world, has led tonaked infidelity. They remove the keystone from the
arch of the Christain creed: what wonder that they are forced to mourn
overthe fall of the creed itself!

We appeal to the holy men who accept the doctrines of grace, but

"not the whole of ¢ the Faith once for all delivered to the saints;” we

speak to ou, not in the voice of denunciaiion, but of tenderness and
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solemn expostulation. Would that you wholove the Lord Jesus, might
come up and stand shoulder to shoulder with us on the Rock, washed
on the one hand by supersitition, and on the other by unbelief; the
Rock of Ages, on which angels and men shall stand together, and
which is to be glorious hercafter with the uuveiled glories of God !
It alters very little the effect in the end upon the world, that men
mean not unbelief.  Sincerity and piety can no more save a man from
the inexorable logic of his premises, if you give his system time to work
itself out, than good character can save a man’s bones with a Jjump from
atower. The progress of deterioration is rapid.  Men abjure the
Apostles’ Creed: their pupils eventually abjure its morality and its
sanctions. - Men strip the Redeemer of Ilis crown: and their pupils no
longer bow the heart and the knee to Him as their Judge.  Men scorn
to say ‘I believe”: and their pupils refuse to obey the Commandments.
The Faith once for all delivered to the saints, and saintliness, perish to-
gether.  Men cast away allegiance to the Church militant: their pupils
abandon hope and desire for the Church triumphant,

I return, then, to the question with which T set out, Is this Church of

God, or of man? Ts it adding one more to the wicked divisions which
afflicts the land ?  HMas it departed from the historic Faith of Christ ?
Has it dared to set up a separate altar?  Or is it a branch of the con-
tinuous historic Church of Christ from the beginning, contending for
the Faith “once delivered to the saints?” Ts ity inits Apostolic Polity,
striving to embrace all in one reconciling fellowship, resting on ¢ the
pillar and ground of the truth ?',

You know well the answer.  You know well the proofs of the lineal
descent of this Church from the British Church, planted in the land of
our fathers in the days of the Apostles.* You know well her original
independence of Rome for more than five hundred years; and her
instant und never-ceasing protest against Rome, thence all the ages
down to Wickliff and the Reformation. You know well the challenge
of Cranmer and Jewell delivered to Rome, and by Rome never answered,
to test the Faith by Scripture and the Ancient Fathers; « the Faith
once for all delivered to the Saints.”  You know well that our Prayer
Book is olderf than the Roman Missal jand that our Bishops have
priority of mission in this country.  You know well the Seriptural

# “The Ancient British Church, by whomsoever planted, was a stranger to the Bishop of Rome
and all his pretended authority,”—Blackstone's Commentaries, Book IV., chap.8. See evidence
recently promulgated in the Welsh traids. See also pamphlet of the late Arehdeacon Williams, on
Claudia and Pudens, in addition to the evidence contained in Stillingfleet and Burgess,

t The Prayer Book was compiled in 1548, publishéd in I549, revised in 1552, established in its
pregent form in 1569, Whereas the Roman Missal as drawn up by certain Fathers chosen for that pur-
i)nne toward the close of the Council of Trent in 1562, and was not sanctioned and promulgated until

570, by a bull of Pope Pius V,, dated January 12th of that year.

¥ The Rev. Dr, Seabury was consecrated by Bichop Kilgour Primus, and other Bishops of Seot-
land, 1784, Dr, Provoost and Dr. White were conscerated by Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt. Rev-
Dr. Moore, and other English Bighops in 1787, The Dioceses of Maryland, South Carolina, Massa-
chusetts, which had all been previously congtituted, all received Bighops abouwrt 1790,

It was not till 1789 that the Roman Pontiff erected the rival Bishopric of Baltimore, which was
afterwards followed by the sees of New York, Philadelphia. and Boston, in opposition to (ke prevé

-ously existing churches,
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character of the preaching in our Church, excluding the vexed ques-
tions of politics, and her bold, pure proclamation of a Divine Saviour
to a lost world.

We the children to-day are contending for the faith in that Saviour,
as it was “once for all delivered.” To-day, though few in numbers,
accounted too small even for contempt, we discern the signs of victory,
neither unambiguous, nor far off. Of the two largest Christain bodies
in the country, the Methodists have inercased 21 per cent, and a frac-
tion, and the Baptists 21 per cent. and a fraction, throughout the coun-
try within fifteen years. The Episcopal Church has increased 42 per
cent. throughout the country in the same time. The consciousness
that God is with us; that history is with us; that the principles to
which men are committed, under His Providence, in the interpretation
of human laws every day, are with us,—PRINCIPLES UNIVERSAL, AND
ENDURING SO LONG AS TIE WORLD ENDUREs,—fills us with holy zeal and
humble trust. In the midst of corruption of the pure Word of God by
addition and subtraction ; in the thick of the Lord’s battle with super-
stition and unbelief in our beloved country, God has put His standard
into our hands, blazoned with the words of St. John: “That which
was from the beginning, which we have scen with our eyes, w hich we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled of the Word of Life.”

RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

It seems to me that the great means of combating the infidelity en-
couraged, if not taught, by the leaders of the day in science, it is to
insist upon the fact that Christianity is emboded ina Divine Institution,
positive and visible in its nature, and rendered practical in efficacy, by
certain external Ordinances and Sacraments.

The celebrated Max Muller, who upon the whole is a maintainer of
the true religion against the conceited ¢ oppositions of Science falsely
so called,” starts out in his lectures on the science of Religion with the
declaration that follows:

“«When we speak of the Jewish, or the Christian, or the Hindoo Reli-
gion, we mean a body of doctrines handed down by tradition, or in
Canonical Books, and containing all that constitutes the faith of Jew,
Christian, or Hindoo.”

Upon this very unfair and insufficient postulate, he enters upon his
disquisitions as to comparative religions.

Now we protest at once against this definition of Christianity. We
mean a great deai more when we speak of the Christian Religion, than
a body of Doctrines handed down by tradition.

Is the Government of England a Code of Laws, a record of Statutes,
handed down by tradition, or in Books and not rather a body politie,
with Head and members, all visibly united and acting together for the
accomplishment of certain ends, and possessed of forms and ceremonies,
inseparable from itslife and activity? And it is just, or agreeable to
legitimate modes of arguing, to make Christianity a mere abstraction,
to contemlplatc it apart from the forms that embody it, the rites that
distinguish it and the observations that perpetuate it? This may suit
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the convenience of speculative men, aid fall in with the cravings after
scientific classification which must be satisfied at all hazard—ut it
presumes either a superficial knowledge of'whntCln'.isl's religion is, op
adepraved and set ¢ etermination to degrade from jts exalted pre-emi.
nence, and bring it down to the level of false religions,

We would put prominently in view, and present as a bulwark against
the open and insidious attacks of the enemies of the Cross of Christ, the
great fact that God had a Kingdom or Churel, on Earth, from the
beginning of human history, a Chureh of which God the Son was always
the over-present Head, and God the Holy Ghost, in informing and
vitalizing energy,—a Kingdom, with a divine, Omnipresent, and Omnij-
potent King, with officers jn regular gradation, established for the refor-
mation and salvation of » world lying in wickedness, A Church and a
Kingdom, distinguished by visible ordinances, and claiming the atten-
tion and adherance ofmen en the ground of its undeniah]oe claims upon
the loyalty of every intelligent creatuye of God,

The classifications and manipulations of Science, Lave nothing to do
with the Holy Temple of the Lopd, « Canst thou by searching tind ont
God ?” saith God Himselt—and canst thou submit to human crucibles
and pass through the alembic of finite and mere intellectng] chemistry
the mind and the Spirit of the inaccessible Deity ? - Now what js the
Church but  the body of God the Son, and the Tullness of Ilim that
filleth all in all 1 |3 is not therefore amenable to Scientific Law, but
is to be received as the Institution of the Deity which we cannot reject,
without resisting i will and work, because we think ourselves wisep
than Ife i,

The characteristic of the times we live in, is great inquisitiveness of
mind i1ito the secrets of nature and all the deep things of God. Great
discoveries have been made in the canses of phenomena, and becanse
they have been permitted to explain and penetrate some of' the world-
old mysteries that have always challenged their awful veneration, men
have become holden With pride, have cast off the salutary restraints of
wise cantion, and sef U pretensions to univepsyl l\'nn\\'lwlgc of the
Kingdom of Natuye,

In no case is the assertion of the Apostle that « knowledge putfeth up”
more strikingly exemplified, than in the intellectual aspect of scientifie
men.  They are no nearer the comprehension of the principle of life
than their fathers were, and yet, because they have discovered by the
aid of the microscope in tlie minate and invisible cell, the starting
point of all organic life, and have given in the high sounding name of'
“ protoplasin,” they flatter themselves in their own eyes, that they have
guaged the contents of all mysteries and al] knowledge; and that noth-
ing is presented in the whole and vast ‘ange of the Creator's Works
that does not Yield 1o the test of their philosophy, and unveil all its
mysteries when submitted to the crucibles of thejy perfected laboratop-
ies. We are Just as far now from explaining the original causes of
nature, as in the beginning of intelectual exercises.  We have never
advanced yot beyond Phenomena, and never will in the future, for the
simple reason that the rea| origin of His works js located in the Deity’s
infirmity, which is, of course, impenetrable to man's restricted and
finite facultjes,

It is true that the endowments of oup intelligence places us high in
the rank of God’s creatures—that the works of human art and the
oxhibitions of human genius, make yug proud of our race—that jn
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contemplating the inspired penetration of a Newton, and a Leibnitz,
the profound sagacity of a Shakspeare, and a Bacon, the transporting
graces of a Raphael and a Guido, and the wonderful ingenuity and
acuteness of a Davy and a Farraday, we are filled with wonder and
admiration, and find it difficult to realizo that they are our fellow-
creatures, and are all the children of one common ancestor with us, as
they are like us the offspring of the one Great God ; but itis equally true,
and should always be borne in mind, that human powers are hemmed
in by impassable limits—that the warning, “thus far and no farther, and
here let thy proud waves be stayed,” is echoed on all sides ; and that
however extensive the field over which man’s intelligence may have
travelled, a boundless scope is still spreading before it, and it is no
nearer the end of the eternal prospect than when it first began the
investigation of the same. It is the tendency of the mind of the age
to forget in the satisfaction it feels at the progress it has made in the
knowledge of this world, and the worlds that roll in majestic grandeur
through infinate space, that simple and {rite maxim, ¢ that there are
more things in Ieaven and Earth, than are dream’d of in our philosophy.’
In fact the evidence ot all science rests upon probability as the great
physicist Roscoe, himself confessed.  “ For to what says he, does any
evidence in natural science amount beyond the cxpression of proba-
hility ? A mineral sent to me from New Zealand, is examined by our
chemieal test, of which I apply a certain number; and these show me
that the mincral contains iron, and no one doubts that my conclusion is
correct. Iave we, however, in this case, proof positive that the body
really is iron? May it not turn out to be a substance which in these
respects resembles, but in another respect differs from the body which
we designate as iron?  Surely. All we can say is that in each of the
many comparisons which we have made the properties of the two
bodies proove identical, and it is solely this identity of the properties
which we express when we call both of them iron. Astonishing discover-
ies have been made in the properties of organisms, but in the pride of
discovery it is forgotten that it is the existence of the organism which has
to be explained, and that it is as impossible to prove that the action of
the physical forces could originate organized matter in the absence of
preceding matter in an organized state, as it is to prove that the physical
forces acting in organic matter could not display all the phenomena of
vitality. When therefore we examine the pretensions of the present

-men of science to have dispelled the mysteries that enveloped the
microcosm, and the microcosm of the universe, we find that they
have only ascended the scale of natural causes @ few steps, and that the
Deity still hides the arm of Iis power, and the secret of His life-
giving energy.

We began with Max Muller, and will end with him by paying our
feeble tribute to his learning, and general Orthodoxy. 1is lectures on
“the Science of Religion” are repute with orginal and striking thoughts,
accompanied by most scholarly disquisitions upon that which princi-
pally distinguishes men from beasts, 7. e, language—and he sustains a
most favourable comparison with a Darwin and a Hualey, in the respect
he shows to the Revelation of God in His Church; yet we think he
concedes to much too the free-thinkers of the day, in subjecting the
wisdom and power of God as revealed in His Gospel, to the laws of
human science. “ As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
thoughts higher than your thoughts.” saith the Almighty.

A. F. FREEMAN.




i
|

392 The Epiphany.
THE EPIPHANY.

Tue EpreuaNy is one of the most important seasons in the Christian
year, as it commemorates the shining forth of the wondrous Power and
Love of the Saviour, and His manifestation of Himself to Gentile hearts.

But the Epiphany season comprises the various circumstances under
which that ﬁower was shewn forth. So on this special festival the
Church would bid us commemorate the visit of the wise men from the
cast,-~they being the first fruits of the heathen lands,

There could be no more simple narration of events as they occurred,
than the visit of the Magi, as told in the Gospel for the day. It tells
us how they, living in the distant east, had scen His Star in the East,
and had come to worship Him; how they presented unto Him gifts,
and returned satisfied. The story so concise and complete in itself]
affords abundant scope for contemplation.

It would be well to consider to what extent this manifestation of
Christ to the Gentiles was anticipated by the Jews, and to what among
the Gentiles themselves.

The idea must have been very prevalent among the Jews that when
the Messiah came to redeem His own peculiar people, He was also to
be a Saviour unto the surrounding nations. Unless they wilfully
blinded their eyes, which we know some did, they must have known
that when He came with a mighty hand and stretched-out arm to save
even Israel, His own eloct, that e would also extend His salvation
unto the Gentiles. All prophecy was fraught with the idea, sometimes
in but dimly traced imagery, and at others, in clear, bold outline, too
plain for misrepresentation.

King David, the prophet of the Lord, and the sweet psalmist of
Israel, in one of the psalms, composing the Hallel, and in constant
use in the daily service of the Temple, said that « From the rising of
thesun to the going down of the same, the Lord’s Name is to be
praised.”—A saying echoed by the Prophet Malachi in later years.
When the Prophet Hosea told them that  In the place where it was
said, ye are not my people, there shall it be said unto them, ye are the
sons of the Living God.” What people could they imagine him to have
reference to, but to those surrounding Ccountries where he was not
known? The Prophet Isaiah too, did he not ever fully and clearly re-
veal unto them the extension of salvation unto the Gentiles 7—“ The
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light, and they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined.”  Or, again, what saith the Divine will ?—*Behold, I will ex-
tend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flow-
ing stream ;" and, yet, again, “Gentiles shall come to Thy light, and
kings to the brightness of Thy rising.” So, when in after years the
Holy Simeon said, that « Christ was to be a light to lighten the Gen-
tiles, and the Glory of His people Isracl,” his words were a true re-
presentation of the tenor o." belief prevalent among the devout and holy
men of the day. Doubtless there were many then, as now, who would
not see the truth though so clearly revealed, because not in accordance
with their preconceived and narrow minded ideas on the subject; not
taking into consideration that the illimitable love and mercy that plan-
ned the redemption of the Jewish nation would require an equally un-
limited scope E)r the reception of that love,

Of this cl‘;ss were the solf-righteous Pharisees, who held themselves

so rigidly aloof from all those whom they deemed publicans and sinners;
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the same whom the Saviour condemned as for a pretence making long
prayers; who pretended to adhere strictly to the letter of the Law,
quite ignoring the broad Rrincnplo of purity and love upon which that
T.aw was based, and which it was intended to typify and enforce. And
even these could searcely have put any other interpretation upon the
many illusions they heard made to the Gentilesin the reading of the
Holy Scripture ; but that redemption was to be extended to all nations,
irrespective of existing religion ; and they who would not accept this
truth, were simply those who would not accept Him as the Christ.

We have reason o believe that the Gentiles themselves, ulso, at this
time looked for one who was {o be born King of the Jews, and doubtless
they felt they would in a measure be a sharer in the henefi's of His
reign : for asit was no ordinary carthly monarch they anticipated, so
some supernatural deliverance might be extended to them. Some
may have had but a vague idea, but with otners it was a more clearly
defined belief, resting partly upon tradition, and partly upon their
knowledge of the Seriptures, assisted by an intense yearning for higher
things.

There are in every nation those who are more famed for study and
research, than the generality of the };cnplc ; and their knowledge and
belicf impart a tone and color to the belief of the multitude. So when
the wise men of the cast came with gifts, to enquire “Where is He that
is born King of the Jews?” it wasno simple homage they thought to

ay to an earthy prince, but adoration to one in whom they felt a near
interest.

The Magi were universsally famed for learning and reseach,
being the instructors and councillors of Persian Kings, being also
Divines, and presiding in sacred choirs; they were versed in the study
of the stars, and therefore, perhaps it was, they had a star given for
their guidance. They knew then, that the star they saw risingin the
cast was no ordinary one, nor yet any erratic comet, especially as clear-
ly visible by daylight, and consequently they immediately proclaimed
it to be the long predicted ¢ Star of Jacob.” They knew that a star was
to herald forth the birth of the king who was to ¢go forth conquoring
and to conquer. They knew it from the remarable prophecy of Ba-
laam—he, at least was a prophet of their own, even though by heavenly
inspiration he sent forth a prophecy that was to be a stronghold of
faith to the Israclites throughout their generations; and lest the wide
stream of time that had elapsed, should have weakened their remem-
brance, had they not a stepping-stone in the Prophet Daniel, from whom
during the Babylonish Captivity, they must have learned a great deal
of the true faith? Since then they could have treasured up a great
amount of ancient lore and prophecy, and now when this wonderful
star appeared they would immediately take it in connection with the
birth of the Messiah, and it would bring all things to their remembrance
that they had ever heard concerning Him. An event of sufficient im-
portance to ordain a sign in the heavens, the heavens that stretched
out like a curtain over the Jewish and Gentile cities alike, must neces-
sarily be one of universalinterest.

That the Samaratans anticipated the efficacy of the promised salva-
tion for them, is undoubted, from the inference we may gather from
the strange argument of the Samaritan women with our Blessed Sav-
iour, recorded in the fourth chapter of St. John’s Gospel —When He was
ondeavouring to teach her the spirit of true worship, she answers Him,
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“ I know that Moessiah cometh which is called Christ, when Ifo is come
He will tell vs all things,” thus confidently asserting her right to g
share in the expected rcdolnption; and other Samaritans ucknowledged
ITim as the “Saviour of the world,”saying, “This is indeed the Christ,”
And if this salvation once extended beyond the Jewish nation, it would
surely be expected to comprise all nations under he sun,

Therefore, when the Magi saw this wondrous star, and followed itg
guidance, left theip country to come and worship the New-born King,
they were not in ignorun(‘eut'whmntho_y were in search, But of the
place where this Child was to be born they had no certain knowledge,
and it was at Jerusalom the ¢ City of the Great King’ they first .
quired, expecting to find sSympathy and great rejoicing among those
who were acknowledged to ¢laim Him as more peculiarly their own,

Great indeed must have been theip surprise to find that Herod the
King wasstill in ignorance of the Messiah, nor was he ever aware of
the appearance of the Star in the heavens,

They easily obtained the desired information from the chief pricsts
and scribes, whom Ierod had hastily assembled to consult with him oy
the momentous event ; and they said unto im, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for it is written by the prophet, ‘and thon Bethlehem, in the land of’
Judah, are not least among the princes of Juda, for out of thee shall -
come a governor that shall rule my people Isracl.’”  Ifepod did not
doubt lhc‘:lulhcnlicity of the story of the Magi, nor question their right
to speak of im as the King of'the Jows, but rather acquiesced in what
he knew to be theip higher theological attainments,

Bat azain holding private counsel with them, and enquiring of them
at what time the star appeared, he set them forward on their Jjourney
bidding them « search diligently for the Young child,” urging them to
bring him word again of where Ho was, that he too might £o and wop-
ship ITim,’ though the sequel shows how different was his intention,

As they loft Jerusalem, the staragain appeared, and went before them
ill it came and stood over where the young child was, Its appearance
encouraged them to go forward and persevere, :

The narrative £goes on to say that when they were come into the
house they saw the Young child with Mary, his mother, and fell down
and worshipped Him:

And oh! what an endless theme for praise was there, what an uplifi-
ing of weariness, what an unlimited source for thanksgiving, W are
not told, it is not given us to know to what extent those three wise men
were refireshed with the sight of the Holy Child, how far indeed he was
manifested to thejp faithful hearts. Yot we eannot but wonder, if as the
stood gazing on that lovely Infant folded in his mother’s embrace, they
really saw or felt that Ife was indeed their Saviour and Redeemer,

Did they sce in Him the Desire of Nations, the Lord of Life ? did they
welcome Ilim as g King, whose sceptre was a sceptre of rightueousness?
as a prophet, who was to tel] them all things ever they did ? Diqd they
recognize him ag theiyp great Migh Priest, who was to pass into the hea-
vens, the one propitiation for their sins?  Diq they acknowledge Him
as their Guide, theip Counsellor, their ¢ 'mforter, and as the future Judge
of the whole world ? Surely they must in g measure have recognized
the great truth, though perhaps they saw it not clearly. The story that
has now become « an old story,” had not then heen told ; that page in
the world’s history, had not then been written ; hut they scarcely could
have been in the presence of the Shechinah, veiled though it was'in such
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lovely form, and led thither as they had been with pure, high motives,
without feeling abundantly repaid for their journey, and that indeed it
was to them an earnest of much future happiness and peace ; for the
faith that induced them to follow the guidance of the star, would lead
them to accept Him as their Saviour.

Those first fruits of the Gentiles, were the germ of an inexhaustable
source of future aspirations and intense longings after heavenly things
and unutterable love and praise. . )

Before leaving they presented unto Him gifts, gold, frankincense and
myrrh. It was then customary to make presents when visiting any
great personage partly as an insurance of welcome, or propitiation of
of favour, and partly as an acknowledgement of superiority.

And now these wise men having completed the object of their mis-
sion, and, we may hope, well satisfied with the result, they were about
to return to their own country, but being warned of God in a dream that
they should not return to Herod, they went by another way, that did
not take them through Jerusalem.

Astime passed on, it was clearly revealed that it was not alone to the
favoured Magi that Christ would manifest Himself. ~All would soon
learn how universal was to be his redemption. The Jews had naturally
a peculiar interest in the Messiah. Those faithful Israelites who had
endeavoured to live within the pale of the Law, adhering strictly to its
Temple Service, and seeing in its splendid ritual, but the outward sign
of a far higher worship, might be unfeignedly thankful that types
and shadows had now their fulfilment, and the symbolic sacrifices were
now superseded by the Great Antitype, that hitherto all sacrifiees had
but prefigured. These might indeed rejoice.

But was it not a greater cause of thankfulness to those who not hav-
ing been admitted into the first covenant, were still in the land of the
shadow of death ? That He would not confine His redemption to His
chosen’ race, but that all who would come unto Him in faith, might be
saved to the uttermost and be made partakers of Iis heavenly grace,

and that without money and without price ?

Was not this a glorious message to mdny who had never known of a
God, never heard of the glories of immortality, and whom the softening
influencesof the Spirit had never reached ?  Or others again had doubt-
less often breathed out an intense yearning for a holier life, a more pro-
bable creed, a higher standard of perfection, something to enlighten the
despondency enthralling them. But to all it was a source of infinite
happines, that was to them as summer rain to the thirsty ground, as
sunshine to the darkened soul. Yes, it was fulfilled which was spoken
by the prophet—¢The people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light, and they who dwell in the land of the shadow of death,
apon them hath the light shined.”

And oh! in this glad Epiphany, as with grateful remembrance weo
commemorate the visit of t}w Magi, and the light that dawned on the
Gentile nations, let us remember that then was commenced a song of’
praise and thanksgiving, that has never since ceased, but only has it
swelled louder and yet more loud; that then was struck a chord of
melody, that has ever continued to vibrate, yea, and it shall vibrate
on to the endless ages of eternity, And shall we not learn that song?
It is but a simple one, such as an infant might learn, yet it is one which
must absorb the entire soul of the greatest saints, and one, alas, which
the worldly man can never learn. Oh! lct us strive to learn it, that
our hearts may be filled with love and gratitude to Him whom our
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“soul loveth”—Ilim our Saviour and Redeemer—evan the child Jesus,
Let us keep a continual voice of' praise and adoration as each succeed-
ing Sunday Service of the Church unfolds his wondrous love in that
gradual manifestation of Himself to the people of Judea, that gradual
developing of His marvellous power over all things He Himself cre-
ated.

Now while we have time, let us sing the song of praise and gladness,
before the time cometh, when we shall be called upon to sympathize
with Him in His hour of trial and temptation, and thus, ever following
in His footsteps, we too shall know some of the great things e hath
done for us, some of the peace that passeth understanding, some of the
unutterable love of' God ; we too shall know by experience what it is to.

fGaze on Him and see with unveiled face
The vision of His glory, and His grace,”’

How infinitely thankful should we be that e has ever vouchsafed to
manifest Himself to such as seek Him diligently : for what is there that
brings heaven more near, or “ what is heaven ifself  a< Dr. Neale says,
“Dbut one gl:d Epiphany.”

Frner.

A SLUMBERING CHURCII.

This may be considered by some a strange definiticn of the church
in these days.  There is so much agitation, so much stiv, <o much con-
tending for the faith, that it would scem as if the church was wide-a-
wake. But is this veally so?  The waters of a superficial Christianity
may indeed be far wider than they were, but are they not at the same
time far more shallow and run with less force ?

What is the life of God’s people in this world, what is their waiting
for the coming of their Lord but a siumbering and a sleeping ? What
are the things which are real to them about which are their daily inter-
ests and fears and hopes, but the dreams of this state of time 2 Where
ave the realitics of eternity 2 Where, but heard fitfully, as the sleeper
hears the clock tolling the night hour, and turns him to slumnbe ragain ?
What is the most zealous, the most energetie of God's people but a slum-
berer and a sleeper compared with that character of entire devotion to
things unseen which should be his?  Iow very far is the holiest saint
who has ever adorned the chureh below, from the lowliest of the angels
of God, who are proposed to us as our pattern in doing his will !

What minister of the gospel does not lose heart as he looks through
his congregation seeking for helpers. e wants workers for the Sun-
day School, workers for the mission ficld in his parish, workers for the
poor and needy. Many, through the blessing of the Lowd upon his
ministry, have been brought into the fold; but where are they ? what
are they doing for Christ? Since the hour of their consecration they
have not done the first thing. They are of no manner of use to the
Master. They are a positive hindrance. They are sleeping on their
watch.  Admirable pll:ms are formed for a grand onslaught upon the
enemy, but when and where they are most needed they are not to be
found.

No such laggui s will do for a day like this. We want young men
and young women on fire with a holy zeal, to whom the service of
Christ is a real service; the glory of God a real thing.— Rev. Theodore
Irving, LL. D., in New-York Christian at Worl.
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THE PULPIT AND THE PARISIL

THE GOSPEL IN ISATAIL

A VILLAGE SERMON.

Preached in St. Luke's Church, Clark's Mills, by the Incumbent, the Rev.
Charles Pelham Mulvany, B. A., on Sunday, November 20th, 1870.

« Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let
him return unto the Lord and He will have mercy upon him,and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon.—Isaran LV, 7.

Theso words contain in its fulness the Good News of that invitation
to sinful man, which we call the “ Gospel Message " —the invitation to
come freely and receive the gift of Divine mercy and forgiveness.
They are taken from the Prophet Isaiah, who bas been called the
Evangelic Prophet, because more fully than any of the Old Testament
writers he dwells upon the Person, the Gopmrap, the gift to men, of
the Saviour to be born in Bethlehem, and of which we are told by the
four Evangelists. And this close agreement at such a distance of time
between the Prophet and the writers of the Gospel, ought to be a com-
fort to us; confirming our faith in the truth of Gon’s Word, and shew-
ing us in how much it differs from any work of human origin. Isaiah
wrote seven hundred years before St. Matthew, the writer of the carliest
Gospel.  Isaiah wrote when human knowledge was at its first
feeble beginning, when men were, as weshould say, only half-civilized.
Whereas, when St. Matthew lived, the world boasted a wide spread and
enlightened, though corrupt civilization. The manner of men differed
very widely in the two periods—they were very opposite as states of
society. We might expect the Books of the Bible to exhibit a corres-
ponding diversity, and no doubt had they been merely the work of
man, their teaching would have changed with changing circumstances.
[t has been so with all merely human teaching. I suppose that a book
written on almost any subject of human knowledge fifty ycars past, is
well nigh worthless now. Newer books have superseded it. Weo can-
not give our children the very school-books used by ourselves thirty
years ago.  But the teaching of the earliest book of Scripture was not
superseded by the latest, though written after an interval of fifteen
hundred years. The books of the Bible were written indeed among
divers conditions®f society, but they apply alike to all. They confirm
and enforce each other as no merely human books ever could. What
are the words which I have read to you in the text from the Hebrew
Prophet, but the constant burden of the Gospels in every act and word
which they relate. What are they but St. Paul's doctrine of our free
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acceptance with Gop for Christ’s sake? what are they but the very
language used by our Lord in IIis Divine Person, as the TForgiver of
Sin and the Centre and Source of all merey, as when, to take one pas-
sage out of many, (in St. Matthew X,!1) He said “ Come unto me all ye
that iabour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

Inconsidering the teaching of this passage of loly Writ, 1 propose
to dwell for a few moments, first on the class to whom the instruction is
addressed, and secondly, the offer of mercy and its conditions. “The
Wicked.” ~ Observe here, the Hebrew Prophet disengages his mind
from all that was peculiar to the society of men around him, and of
which he formed a part, all class-distinction, all the “Spirit of the Age.”
e does not concern himself with the King on his throne, or the High
Priest at the altar, or the political leader in the council, or the rich
nobles, or the popular favorites, or the public mind as influenced by any
or all of these ; he has Gon’s message to deliver, and he goes straight
through the garb of outward circumstance to the human heart beneath
it, to which that message must be spoken, “ Let the wicked forsake
his way.”

My friends, that message has not lost its force of application now.
It is still the sum of Gov’s invitation to sinful man. Although the
Church has covered the carth with the knowledge of Christ, it is still
a message necessary to be spoken to Christians.  For the net of Christ
holds the clean and the unclean—the true Vine has unfruitful boughs in
danger of being cut off. Multitudes have been made the children of
Gop in baptism, to whom He will say, “ I never knew you.” Many are
like the children of whom we read, carried away from their home by sav-
ages and brought to forget the language and habits of their childhood ;
and many others grew up like sons estranged from their father, bearing
his name outwardly, but in heart and mind and affection farther from
him than any stranger. It is a blessing to be born among Christians,
to be received into the Church of Gon, to live within hearing of His
Word, but that will only increase the condemnation of those who  hear
and do not.” Sacraments are means of Grace, but of what avail are
they to the man whose heart, like that of the newly-baptized Simon
Magus, “is not right in the sight of Gon ?”  There are but two classes
of men recognised by my text—those who are at peace with Gop—and
the wicked. Unless a man belong to the first of these, he may be
baptized, he may be in outward union with Gon's people, he may be
respectable in his conduct, a model of fair dealing with his neighbours,
familiar with his Bible, and with the religious phrases popular amongst
men.—I cannot help it,—the Word of God, which T preach in your
cars, this last Sunday in the Christian year, speaks of him as “the
wicked.” Of whom do we speak as “the wicked,”—those shut up
in prisons and penitentiaries ? Those of whom we read in the papers,
who commit some act of cruelty, or desertion, which it pains us to
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vead of, and of which we say how wicked?”” Or perhaps we apply
the word to much of a less revolting degree of evil that we sce in those

about us—profane or unkind language, or neglect of reilgious duty;
sin—when it is the sin of

this we observe, forwe are quick to notice
We are all apt to

other people,—and we say it is really wicked!”
put sin outside of ourselves, to look on it as something external to us,
something that we can examine with curiosity, as if it were 2 wild
heast in a eage, as a brutai and savage criminal behind the grating of
his ceil.  We forget that it floats about us in the atmosphere we
breathe, that it courses through every vein, and telegraphs to our
hearts through every nerve of our corrupt human nature. We, you and
[, the christians, the baptized, the enlightened, unless we continually
accept and obtain the mercy offered in the text, are none other than
“the wicked.”

But I have, sccondly, to consider the mercy here put forth, ¢« Let
the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and
let him return unto the Lord, and Ile will have mercy upon him.”

Surely the terms are simple as the offer is free. We are told “ Let
the wicked man become religious,” let him make himself worthy of
Divine Mercy, let him come with love in his heart and deedsof charity
in his hand, and words of holiness on his lips to earn forgiveness.
Lot him forsake his way.” et him leave off, as far as he can, the
path of danger ; he may not be able to do so all at once, but e who
went into IHis heart the wish to forsake it, will also in time give tho
power. But the wish to leave off what we feel is a way of leading our
souls from Gop, must be real. It is not enough to see that our way is
not right, if we do not will to give itup. It may be a triflc that has
been coming between the soul and the offered mercy of Gop, nothing
seemingly of great importance in itself, nothing to which we should
apply so strong an adjective as “wicked ; " perhaps neglect of morning
and evening private prayer, perhaps some object of our week-day life
obscuring the religious use of the Lord.s Day, perhaps a companion, or
a pursuit, or even a popular opinion in religion, which “evey body”
holds, and which we are ashamed to opposc. Let us look back through
the year which is now drawing to a close, and see if we can, by Gop’s
Grace, “ forsake” anything which hat hitherto hindered the life of the
soul,

« ¢ To-day’ is the accepted time.” As yot it is possible to pass the
line which separates the two classes of mankind, aline invisible to men,
and seen in the great majority of cases only by the heart-seeiug Gon.
But the time is hastening on when that line of division shall become a
great gulf, which they who would pass cannot. Then it will be too
late. Too late then to see the Mercy and Love of the tender and gra-~
cious Friend, whose offers proclaimed amidst us Sunday after Sun
day have been rejected. Can you realize what it is to wish for a bless-
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ing little valued when it might have been secured, to wish for it and
regret it when itislost for ever ? I read yosterday in the public journals
the confession of one whose life is justly forfeited to the law, for a crime
from which we all shrink withhorror, a crime to which he was tempted
by harbouring an unlawful passion, whose allurements so overpowered
and as he thought, deadened his love for his wife, that he was able,
deliberately to caleulate and compass her death, He thought, no
doubt, that he had rid himself of all his old affection, that her death
would would make no difference to his pleasure, would but remove an
obstacle from his path.  But he tells us how the cruel deed once ac-
complished, beyond reparation, the evil passion which lured him on,
disappeared from his mind, and when it was too late the old affection
for her who could never be recalled, awoke to torture him. Ile felt in
that moment the worthlessness of the sin to which he had sold himself.
I'mention this, not to cast a stone at the sinner, whose hard heart may
Christ, our Gon, touch and convert while there is time ; but to instance,
though in a faint and feeble degree, the contempt, the horror with
which all shall one day look upon all the earthly objects which have
come between the soul and its hope of Heaven. We cannot Judge traly
of these things now. One thing is certain—it is not yet too late. It
may be soon, but by Gon’s mercy it is not now. Whatever be the
habit that we feel endanger our eternity, whether of sin that has left a
palpable want on our character, or of trifling so frivolons that e can
"searce put into seriqus werds, to forsake it is still in our power, God help-
ing us, as by His Word and his sacraments. e will help those who seek
him. Ifinthis spirit, remembering that in ourselves “dwelleth no good
thing " we endeavour to ¢ forsake our way,” He will help us, e will
lead us in IIis way, the way everlasting, “all whose paths are peace.”
There may be much difficulty, and many a fall, but all is safe, all is
sure, so long as there is the wish, the effort, the prayer, to “return
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy, and to our Gon, for e will
abundantly pardon.”

THE CLERGY AND PULPIT IN THEIR RELATION TO THE
PEOPLE.*

We know of no work on the subject of clerical influence which at all
comparers with that of the Abbe Mullois. That of the Bishop of Oxford,
published seven or eight years ago, was solemn and heart-stirring in its
tone. Its tendency was to fill the mind, not only of the young candi-
date for the ministry, but of the aged laborer, with strong earnestness ;
but it had not the practical character of the work under consideration.
This latter not alone insuses a desire to acquire influence over men with
the view of saving their souls; but, further, it precribes with clearness
the methods necessary to be pursued in order to sceure such influence.

*By M. "’Aese Istnore MuLLors, Chaplain to to the E or Napol III. Translated by

4

GeonGE P. BADGER, late Chaplain in the Diocese of Combuy,
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The man who follows with any degree of faithfulness the course sug-
gested by the Abbe, must infallibly succeed as a Minister of the Gospel
Such, we are told in the preface to the American edition, is the appre-
ciation in which this volume in held in France, that as many as twenty
thousand copies are in the hands of as many Ecclesiastics. It merits
entitle it to a similar reception throuzhout the Christian world.

What our author proposes to himself' is, writing of a treatise upon the
the proper method of addressing from the pulpil, and treating at home,
the uneducated masses of I'rance. They,he thinks, are possessed of souls
which are, probably, quite as valuable to their owners, and as costly in
the estimation of their Maker, as the souls of Chinese Buddhists and
American savages. If missions are established and supported for the
purpose of converting these latter, he argues that it were not altogether
undesirable that some pains <hould e taken to bring the former to
knowledge of Christian truth.  To this logic we fancy there are fow
who would venture to take exception, especially since the Abbe has
reinforced it with the auxiliary mathematical persuasive that © the
peaple form nearly the whole of the population. In France they number
twenty-three out of a total of twenty-five millions.”

In our own country the prcportion of the uncducated may be less
than this. Y et whatever educational advantages we may possess, cither
now o« hereafter, we can never look forward to a day in which the
educated will outnumber the masses. And the proportion of those who,
by comparison, may be termed uneducated is certainly enormous.

Again, in regard to religious questions, it may, perhaps, safely be
affirmed, that there is among us, at least as great a dearth of accurate
information as in any Christain land. Not ‘very far from the city of
Now York, one of our Bishops recently fell in with a well-to-do man,
the owner of some property, who actually stated that he had never heard
of Cirrist ok Gov.  This may, perhaps, be deemed an exaggerated case,
yet we believe it can readily be paralleled. The mountaineer popula-
tion living not far from Haverstraw on the Tudson, and that occupying
the wild region of Putnam County, N. Y., ave as truly heathen as the
Chinese and indoos.

Aside, however, from these extreme, and, we trust, isolated cases,
there ean be no doubt. that the masses of our people are very much at
sea in regard to religious matters. The fact that they so readily be-
come the disciples of ecclesiastical quacks—that anybody can establish
a school of theology of his own, and gather adherents, clearly shows
that to no small extent we are as children tossed to and fro, and carried
about, through our ignorance and consequent instability, by every
wind of doctrine.

Henee, we should argue that the subject of preaching and teaching
successfully among “ the people” demands quite as much attention here
as in France.

It may, however, be questioned whether a book written by a French-
man, and designed to prescribe the methods of insuring success among
Frenchmen, will meet the case of American communities. The advice
of the Abbe might be expected to be based upon, and modified by, the
peculiarities of French character to such an extent as to interfere with
its usefulness amoung us. It is true that the book is designed for France,
yet the principles of action recommended in it are by no means re-
stricted in their application. In fact, they are in no case deduced from
that which is narrow and national ; but from what is human. The Abbe
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has in view men rather than Frenchmen, hearts and souls raiher than
special characters. ) .

The opening chapter of the work is devoted to laying down and
enforeing the principle, that in order to  address men well, they must be
loved much.” ~ Herein, the author conceives, lay the great secrot of St.
Paul’s success.  « A stream of love flowed from his Apostolic soul. Ile
did not sutfer himself to be disconcerted by the failings, the voices, or
the crimes of men.” TLet us hear him: ‘O ye Corinthians, our mouth
is open unto you; our heart is enlarged ;" ‘be yo also enlarged ; for
though yehave ten thousand instructors in Curist, yet have ye not
many fathers ; for in Curist JEsus [ have begotten you.” Again, writing
to the Philippians he says: ‘It is meet for me to think this of you all,
inasmuch as I have you in my heart; for Gon is my record, how great-
Iy I'long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Curist.” The good Abbe's
comment is capital: “Alas!in this, onr day, we see around us the
same men, the same frailties the same passions ! Let us aim at Possess-
ing the same Apostolical heart.” « An Arab proverb runs thus,” Say's
our author: ‘The neck is bent by the sword ; but heart is only bent by
heart’ ! It is not by essays of reasoning any more than by the sword,
that the moral world is to be swayed. A little knowledge, much sound
sense, and much more heart—this is what is requisite to raise the
great mass of the people, and to which  human malevolence has found,
can find, no answer.

“You visit a poor family in the city, or one of the working-classes in
a large town, where the people are generally frank and hardly know
how to conceal their thoughts. Do mot be surprised if something
like the following dialogue should take place :

“Well, Sir, but who pays you for visiting us "

“ Nobody."”

“ What interest, then, have you in coming ?”

“None whatever beyond that of wishing to benefit you and your
little oges, whom I love.”

“I can scarcely believe it.  There must be something underhand in
this.”

“ When, however, such persons are convinced that there is nothing
underhand in what you do—you become all powerful.  Then you may
speak, entreat, or command : you will be listened to, you will be be-
lieved, obeyed.”

The Abbe daes not wish study and reasoning to be dispensed with. In
one of his latter chapters he gives an opinion decidedly the reverse of
this. Ile remembers well that the promise of immediate inspiration,
and of a language, and wisdom instantaneously imparted when received
was given to the Apostles alone, that with them it ceased. “1It is,” he
says, “absolutely impossible for a Priest at the present day, whatever
his position, to discharge his duty without an adequate amount of
learning.” And by adequate amount he means no inconsiderable
amount. The Pere MacCarty came up to his standard. Of him he
writes:  “The rule which he prescribed for himself is appalling.” ‘My
recreation,’ said he, ¢ must be short. It is enough for me to walk about
with a book in my hand, or while I am reciting my prayers.’ At the
age of fifty he could no longer work seated, owing to permature in-
firmity. Then, the Abbe tells us, “ he lay down on a sheep-skin spread
in the centre of his room, and there worked from ten to twelve hours
aday. We admire his success; but we here see what it cost him. We
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complain that the faithful do not come to our sermons.  IHave we made
any such efforts as these 7

Much study, even attended with no ineonsiderable weariness to the
flesh, is evidently a large ingredient in the Abbe’s preseription for
success in preaching. ‘This, he argues, is “absolutely necessary,” ¢ but
it is not enough.”

Again, the Abbe does not wish that errors in doctrine, or irregulari-
ties in practice should at all be spared. e has evidently taken the
Saviour for his model, at whose hands hypocritical seribes and phari-
sees experienced little merey, and St. Paul, who, of charity though he
was, yet found it in his heart to say of the false teachers popular among
his Galatian converts: ¢ I would they were even cut off which trouble
you”; and who could say to the Galatians themselves ; T am afraid of
you, lest 1 have bestowed upon you labour in vain.”  But, as in these
cases, it is evident that very great plainness of speech may co-exist with
the deepest affection; nay, rather it will bethe result of such affection.
What is to be avoided is a Pharasaic tone, giving the impression that
the speaker feels himself sublimely clevated above the reach of the
moral enemies to whom his auditors fall an easy prey ; or a tone which
might indicate adeplorable satisfaction in pulling to picces the character
of one’s people—an casy task to be sure, but which should never be a
grateful one. The preacher should reprove as one who feels the necessity
of keeping under his own body, and bringing it into subjection, lest,
after having preached to others, he should himself become a castaway ;
he should carefully surpass the malignant spirit which our SAVIOUR
reproved, when he said: “Thou hypoerite, first cast out the beam out
of thine own eye, and then shalt thou sce clearly to cast the mote out
of thy brother’s eye.”

Tirst convince the people that you veally love them, and that you feel
as one who must hereafter render an account to the Great Shepherd
and Bishop of souls, and then you may =ity to them what you please.
They will respect you as an honest and conscientions man ; they will
thank you as the best of friends, for your ministerial frankness.

MyrroN MAURY.

«UEBLPS” IN CHURCIH WORK.

BY THE REV. J. ANDREWS IHARRIS.

When Christ our Lord committed the work of evangelizing the world
to His Apostles, it is reasonable to presume that He fully endowed them
with all the power which He saw necessary 10 enable them to do the
work assigned them.

The reasonableness of this presumption is sustained by the very
definite statements of the New Testament, that He both promised them,
and actually did send upon them, the power of the Holy Ghost. For
this they waited, in obedience to His express command, before they
entered upon that work. Not till the day of Pentecost did they
attempt to proclaim, or to organize the means of proclaiming, the glad
tidings of salvation through a crucified, risen, and ascended Lord—
unless we except the substitution of Matthias in the place of Judas, as
oone of the chosen witnesses of the facts which were, and are, the basis of
that glad tidings. This, however, was & preliminary step. It was
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taken when they “ were continuing with L one accord in prayer ang
supplication,” waiting for the power to bogl.n their real work, i
When that power was given, it was given - full measure, N

“ministors of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God’

been so fully endowed with the power of the Ioly Ghost

80 comprehensive and vast a work, as were

And yet one of theip first admissions De ‘
at its very inception, was that of the imp().«ihility of their doing
cverything that was to ho done in order to carry” out the plans of Chypist,

Their work was to be the authoritative teaching of the truth of God,
as it was to be put forth by word and sacraments.  The knowing how,
and the ability “to do this work, depended in large measure upon
addiction to prayer, by which we are 1o understand not only the act of
supplication, but also the careful thought, the seerot contem plation, the
erlarged vision (only so attained,) of what they apd the Church
committed to theip oversight, needed, Only hy such preparation conld
they give themselyoey « continually % {4 {0 ministry of the Word »

S0 as to make that mini.\lr_y eflectual,

But there were many things besides this “prayer and

of the Word.” which, in their oup sphere, were as hecessary as prayer
and preaching to the due establishment and maintenance of' the Church
a8 a power in the world; things which could he done as wel] by others
as by ‘\pnsll(w—]wrh:qm better than by Apostles; and to enable fully em-
powered Apostles to do Apostolie work, it was necded that there should
be deacons to do diaconal work—in it WAY a3 necessary as Apostolic,
This was clearly seen, clearly stated, energetically acted on, by Aposties
whohad received Plenary power for theiv work from Christ. " Eyen
Apostles could not get along without deacons. A dirision of labour wag
necessary.  This was the principle underlying successfyl Church work,
even before the Church had to any great extent overflowed the
boundaries of the city of'its Divth,

Passing on a fow Jears, we find in {he writings of the areat Mi«iun:u-y
Apostle, that this]n'inciplc of the division of labor was indorseq by the
Holy Ghost, not only through the words of the apostles; but also by the
gift of special Jitness given to individuals anq orders for special work,
As he says, Cor. xij. 411: “Now there are diversities of @ifts, but the
same Spirit. And there are differences ol':ulminislr:ltinn, but the same
Lord. "And there are diversities of operations, but it is {he same God
which worketh all inall.”  And then after chumerating the varioys
“diversities of ¢ifts,” ho adds: “But all these worketh that one ang
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to ¢very man severally as e will,”

This Apostle (who, for his peculiarly itinerating Apostolate might be
naturally supposed, e necessitate rei, to combine in his one person the
frequent exercise of many functions) appears from his own words and
the necessary inferences from them, to have heen quite rigid in his
practice, in insisting upon the division of labour in planting, and
extending, and maintaining the Church, Eyop he, ““in Jabors more
abundant though he was, seems to hLave largely left the act of’
baptizing converts to assistants who Journeyed wit), him ; an act, be it
remembered, of so much importance as 1o bo absolutely essential by
universal Apostolie dictum and Practice to the very being of a « visibje
Church.”  Witness his writings to the Corinthians, and congratulating
himself (in view of partisan troubles whicl, had avisen sinco he had left
Corinth,) that he haq baptized so fow of them—adding, « Fop Christ

"have ever
» one having
these very Apostles,

fore the assembled Church,

he mini.xtry
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sent me not to baptize, but to teach the Gospel.” ot (as some
very illogically affirm) that he undervalued baptism, for he invariably
(as all did) insisted upon it as the very first act of obedience to the
Gospel in every convert. But the state of the case was this—not every
one had Paul’s gift of preuching ; and whatever interfered with that,
and which at the same time could be equally well done through the
ministrations of others (as, in the case before us, baptism ('ould‘,) that
he left 1o others to do under his general direction ; thereby inculcating
by practice as well as by precept the principle of the necessity of the
division of labor in the aggressive work of the Church ; and more than
this, teaching very clearly that for cach special work God gave special
grace, either by immediate affusion of the Spirit, or by the use of visible
material means, even to such a thoroughly human act as the duly
authorized imposition of hands; a style of teaching which in our day
and state of the Church, subjects a man to the stigma of being
“unevangelical,”—whatever that may mean.

Aunother thing St. Paul taught very clearly, viz.: that in the public
worship of the Church, women were not to usurp the place of publie
preachers.  For them to do so would be abhorrent from all Greek and
Oriental ideas of modest decorum. It was not their sphere.  But there
was a sphere in which women could and did do valuable Church service
—in the excercise of quiet, social influence and instruction, and in the
performance of many gentler, and at the same time, more cftective
ministrations than the display of forensic disputations would ensure.

The completeness of Seriptural knowledge in that mighty preacher
Apollos, was due to the instructions of Priscilla as well as of Aquila,
(Acts, xviii. 26.)

And in the Sixteenth Chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, we have
such reference to and commendation of woman’s work in the Church, as
the following :  “ I commend unto you, Phabe, our sister, being a
deaconess of the Church in Cenchre: * for she hath been a succorer
of many, and ot myself also.”

“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers ™ (literally, ¢ co-workers”)
“in Christ Jesus.”

“Salute Typhena and Tryphosa, who labor in the Lord. Salute the
beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord.”

Perhaps enough has been above written to bring out clearly one
point, and to make it from ‘“the Bible and the Bible only,” irrespective
of “tradition,” or “the fathers,” orany *eccclesiastical history,” less
sacred than the inspired record ; and the point is this, namely, that the
Apostles themselves admitted and acted upon the principle that a
division of labor was necessary in the successtul performance of Church
work, and that, in that division of labor, weman had a recognized and
authorized share. The Apostles, and when the Church was more widely
established at various points under presbyters, the presbyters, had
need of the assistanee of deacons, and among those who rendered
diaconal services we have the names recorded of women, some acting in
an official, and somein an unofficial capacity. There are “helps” as
well as “apostles,” “prophets,” &c.

The practical consideratiion now is, how much of working power
does the Church—our Church—of the present day lose by failing to
adopt in her practice (although on paper she recognizes its necessity,) a
division of la{xn- in the performance of her holy work, and notleast in

failing to organize into bands of active workers the women as well as the
men who own her sway ?
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Take one case in point: 1o the settled pastorate as well gs the
missionary itinerancy is entrusted one part, at least, ot the apostolic
function of the earliest times, viz.: “ the ministry of the word. Now,
in your issue of this week, the writer of “ Apollos : or the v ay of (%m! i
a review of Neglected Scriptures,” is quite severe, not to say bitter, in
his reference to the way in which this duty of « the ministry of the
word,” in preaching, is sometimes performed. 1le \\'ri‘tos of' “the
flimsey performances which are substitut(‘;d ﬁn: preaching in some
places; ” of “the fustain preachment, which, like thu‘ flags of all
nations, hung out of a ship on a gala-day ; or even more like ‘the harp,
sackbut, duleimer, and all kinds of music’ made unmusical; or, even
more like a ¢ penny-'orth of bread to an intolerable deal of sack—saclk
with lime in it;’ ™ « preachments” which make the pulpits whence
they are heard “like casks full of rinsings, with the bung out ; they run
with somethingn either water nor wine,”

Well, if this clegant deseription of the present style of preaching in
the Church be accurate, (as we suppose from the exalted position and
wide rangd of observation of its author it must be,) what is the reason of
it ? Thatis apractical question.  And one true and practical answer
toitis this. The ministry of the present day is required or expected
to do what evenApostles admitted they could not do, viz., everything at
once.  Or, to put the answer into figurative language, it is because one
person is expected at one and the same time to cut the hoop-poles,male
the staves, but the barrel together, bore the bung-hole, plani, harvest.
and press the grape, put the result into the barrel without fermentation
and then—presto /—knock out the bung and distribute good wine to a
thirsty and, eritical assembly of wine-tasters, The Apostles declined
to loosen the bung wnder sicl, circumstances.  They needed the help of
the barrel-maker, (if they had barrels in those days,) and the vine
grower, and the wine-maker, before they were prepared  to distribute
the “ good wine” of effective preaching ; and we humbly submit that
the preachers of the present day would do better than they do, if they
had helps in their work to a greater extent than they have.

The Churchman, Hartford,
——

Tue VaLue or A MiNvre.—A smail vessel was nearing the Steep
Holmes in the Bristol Channel. The captain stood on the deck, his
watch in his hand, his eye fixed onit. A terrible tempest had driven
them onward, and the vessel Was a scene of devastation.  No one dared
to ask, “Ts there hope?” Silent consternation filled every heart, made
every face pale. The wind and the tide drove the shattered bark
fiercely forward, Every moment they were hurried nearer to the
sullen rock which knew no mercy, on which many ill fated vessels had
foundered, all the crew perishing.  Still the captain stood motionless,
speechless, his watch in ‘his hand, Wo are lost!” was the conviction
of many around him. Suddenly his cye glanced across the sea he stood
erect; another moment, and he cried, “Thank God, we are saved ! the
tide has turned : in one minute more we should have been on {he
rocks!” He returned his chronometer, by which he had thus measured
the race between time and tide, to his pocket; and if they nover folt it
before, assuredly both he and his crew were on that day powerfully
taught the value of a minute.

.. IDEAS.—He who serves ideas rather than men is never deceived,
ideas may triumph, or not ; but they never cease to be themselves,
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THE SCHOOL AND THE MISSION.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER—HIS AUTHORITY AND
AIM.

The Sunday school is not a Divine institution, nor are Sunday school
teachers acting under a Divine commission. We make this postulate
in the outset, because before we can discuss the aim of any body or any
thing, we must understand what right they have to an existence and an
aim at all.

The Sunday school is an arrangement of ccclesiastical or parochial
convenience, and the teacher is a deputy. And the question arises,
whose deputy is he ?

There arve only two parties on whom God has conferred the fright
and imposed the duty of the religious training of Iis children—the
parents and the pastor, representing the two Divine instutions in
which this training is to take place, the family and the Church. From
one or the other, or it may be from both of these, the Sunday school
teachers must derive his position. As the sponsors of children are the
deputies of their pastor; they receive their charge from him, and to him
is their responsibility.

My ideal Sunday school—I have mnever realized it, and probably
never shall, but if we can ever get to work at it, and get the people to
work with me, I shall consider that my usefulness has just begun—my
ideal Sunday school combines these two delegated functions in the one
person, The sponsor is the teacher.

My ideal Sunday school is based on th» parish register. My ideal
pastor being not so pressed and driven with multitudinous cares and
studies that he must nceds run always in old ruts of work for want of
time to think out better ways of working, and receiving also abundant
sympathy and help in carrying out his well-considered plans—from ideal
people—my ideal pastor looks down on the columns of his parish register
every year about this time, and takes from it a list of all the baptized
children in his parish, between the age of six and sixteen years who have
not yet been confirmed, and makes a mnote of who their sponsors are,
As each Advent season comes round, he summons these sponsors to the
duties they have assumed; and reminds them again after this lapse of
years, “that it is their parts and duties to see that ¢ this infant,” now
¢able to learn,’ be taught ¢ the Cread, the Lord’s Prayer, and the ten
Commandments, and all other things which a Christain ought to know
and believe to his soul’s health.” And then each successive Sunday
finds these sponsors in the school-room of the parish, scated each in the
centre of his spiritual family, and doing just what we undertook to do
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when he became a sponsor. And then, after an hour or so spent in
this way, with singing and other exercises of general interest, these
sponsor-teachers bring their children to the church to be catechised by
the minister, and the Church and the family come together again as
they did at these children’s baptism. The effect of this arrangement is
an cstablishment and inalienable relation between them and their
children ; there is no choosing of teachers by those whom they are to
teach, nor any asking to be placed in another class because some other
child is there. The children learn in a striking and unmistakable way,
the significance of their baptism ; what a solemn vow, promise and pro-
fession was made for them then, and by whom it was made, and learn
to realize their membership in the Church, with its privileges and its
responsibilities, as they could learn it in no other way. What a con-
trast here of theory and fact!

How many children know not their sponsors!  How many sponsors
have forgotten their god-childeen! But I do not expect to see, yet
awhile, my ideal Sunday school, and 80, being unable to square
my facts with my theories, I try to accommodate my theories tomy
facts, and am content just now with regarding Sunday school teachers,
as a body, the representative of sponsors as a body. T make a redistri-
bution of the several spiritual families into classes, anl appoint teachers
who will do the work which the sponsors leave undone. The Church
supplies the omissions of the family, and the Sunday school as it is,
becomes the substitute and the apology  for the Sunday school as it
ought to be.

Well, the Sunday school being the pastor's deputy and the sponsor’s
representative, his aim must be just that which the Prayer Book defines
as the common aim and work of the sponsor and the minister, just so
far as under existing circumstances in our parishes, this work is left
to them by the one, and entrusted to them by the other.  The one word
which expresses this common duty is spiritual education. Tt includes
teacking, “ ye are to sce that this child be taught.” It includes spiritual
training, “ that this child may be vigorously brought up to lead a god.l‘\'
and a Christian life.” Tt includes keeping them in due relation to the
Chureb, “ ye arc {o take care that this child be brougiit to the Bishop to
be cor.formed.”

Do not let us get the idea that out primary object is to please. If we
do, we come down very far from our rantage-ground of dignity and
authority, and feed the false and injurious popular notion that schools,
and churches too, for that matter, are things to be patronized; we resign
authority, and forfeit respeet, and make our honorable work revolve
around a pic-nic or a festival. Nor yet think of its aim,as being merely
the excitement of religious feeling, what some people call conversion ;
for them our class lessons will be exhortations, and the cenire of our
system will be a revival
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Do not let our children get the idea, that they come to Sunday school
to be exhorted, or they will soon become unimpressible. But let our
aim be spiritual education in its wide sense, as including the teaching of"
Christain trath, the development of the principles of Christain duty,
and the establishment of the children in fixed and full relations to the
Christian Church.  And i the Sunday school the primary, almost the
exclusive aim should be the fivst of these, /¢ actual teaching of Christian
truth. The other*parts of a teacher’s duty are the best done in the
private and individual intercourse which the relation involves.

I'need say the less on this point, of the aim of the Sunday school
teacher, because it is implied in the very fact of his having position as
the deputy of two parties whose responsibiliiies are so clearly indicated
in the Prayer Bookas are those of the sponsor and the minister.

And we therefore pass to the second point covered by thesubject this
evening, ¢ ITow it may be best attained.” As to this let us make two
suggestions.  The first is, that the Sunday School teacher must teach witl
authority. The second is, that he must fill authority with influence. Nei-
ther will be effective without the other. Influence without authority
will not go for much.,  Remember that in our Sunday school work we
are dealing with those whose true and normal condition is to be under
authorvity, and that they lnow it.

On the surface of things they like to have their own way ; but in their
heart of hearts, and conscience of consciences, and will of wills, they ap-
prove of being restrained.  They never can respect—of course they
never can respect, but also, they never can love a superior in position
whom in fact they overide. And just here has been the weakness of our
Sunday schools, that they have substituted influence for authority, they
have so sht the patronage of children, that they have degraded their
reward systems of various kinds into systems of bribery, that they have
sacrificed dignity, and done the best they could to keep authority out
of sight.

Now whatever may be said of mission schools, among people over
whom the Church has no authority which they will recognize, this is
suicidal policy in our ordinary parochial Sunday schools, composed of
the children of our congregations, the sheep whom the Shepherd calls
by name  There is a winning and attractive way of nsing authority—
it is not necessary to be dogmatic and assertive with it, but authority is
the basisof the relation, and must be quietly and firmly recognized as
such. .

And now if the Sunday school teacher is to have anthority in his work
it is necessary that he get authority fi his work.  For the question
will always sl;ring to the lips of those, whether young or old, whose ob-
edience is challenged, Who made thee a ruler and ajudge over us ? and
just in proportion as reverence for legitimate authorlty. lies deep down
.in our nature is the disposition to regret and repudiate its unauthorizeg,
assumption.
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There is, as we all know, no authority outside the family to teach in
matters of religion, except that of the ministry. But let usadd that in
the arrangements of our Church there is no truth more easy to be taught
than this of the Divine commission of the ministry ; and no clearer title
to respect and obedience can be presented to a child’s mind by his Sun-
day school teacher than this: The minister set me to teach you. The
idea of an institution overshadowing, enfolding, embracing him asa vague
yet most real one to a child, and he apprehends very veadily the notion
of official character. And so, as was suggested in the outset, the ap-
pointment of the pastor is essential to the effectiveness of the teacher’s
position. If Providence ever intends anybody to be elected by univer-
sal suffrage, it certainly is not the Sunday school teacher ; he needs au-
thority to back him, obvious, unmistakable.

And to this appointment by the minister, there needs to be added the
recognition of' the parent, and then the teacher’s position with his class
is a perfectly-assured position. If the parent will recognize in the
teacher, one who is doing sponsor’s work, and will endorse him as such
then this is the next best thing to being sponsor so far as authority over
the child is concerned.  And I wish that in the too frequent forgetful-
ness of the reality and the obligations of sponsorship, the substitute
might be accepected on this definite ground.

And now having got this authority, the next thing for the teacher to
do is to keep it. And thishemust do, in part, by force of personal character.
If he has no moral strength he ought not to be a teacher. There are
many excellent persons who have no more business to be at the head of
a Sunday school class than they have to be at the head of an army.
People who can exercise influence, but cannot exercise authority ; who
do good with their equals, even with their superiors, by mere force of
goodness, but who can never do good in any official relation to inferiors.
It seems to me, sometimes, that such people are inclined to gravitate
toward Sunday school, because they do honestly want to do good, an

. think because they know that they are not strong, they had better find
their sphere of usefulness among children.  There never was a greater
mistake, unless it be that of sending out our poorest clergy as mission-
aries. The infant class is the hardest class to teach, always. Nay, the
minister himself; in actual succession from the Apostles, may succeed
very well with his congregation, getting at them through the logical or
sentimental parts of them, and yet may utterly fail in the Sunday school.
But if he has the good fortune to find a superintendentand teachers who
possess the quality that he lacks, and the good sense to appoint them,
and then keep himself; the officer, out of sight, while they act under the
authority of the office, his Sunday school may be as successful as his

sermons,
And another hint to teachers who would keep, undiminished the au-
thority with which they have been clothed, is this: to recognize and
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imply—it is not necessary to constantly assert—but to recognize and
imply constantly, in their teaching and administration, this power which
is behind them, and under which they act. Children will very soon
learn whether teachers are giving their own opinion, or teaching what
the Church teaches, and they will receive it accordingly. And when
things are working orderly andin their normal way, it is very desirable
that the teachers should know themselves to be in harmony with their
minister in the substance of their teaching and in their modes of gov-
ernment and discipline.  There is nothing better for the efficiency of
teaching, and for the morale of a Sunday school, than coming together
in a teachers’ class, if practicable in weich the lessons shall be studied
under the minister’s guidance; and a settled tone and policy should
pervade the school, which is the reflection of his judgements. Those
who cannot bring themselves into sympathy with him, ordo not care to
had better not act under his commission, for nothing is more fatal to
authority thatthe apparent conflict of authorities. Buta Sunday school
in which the teachers are appointed judiciously by the minister and re-
cognized and sustained cordially by the parents of the children, and
in which they have foree of character enough in themselves, and loyalty
enough to him and to the Church to make their authority felt and res-
pected, as real and legitimate, is likely to succeed in its aim.— Rev. W,
Tatlock.

MISSIONS.

We copy the following article from our excellent contemporary, The
American Churclman. 1t contains many remarks which are strictly
applicablo to ourselves. This missionary business must reccive 2 much
more marked attention than it is now doing. It it not enough to hold
an annual missionary meeting in our respective parishes, and to take
up once a year the miserable pittances which our people are disposed
at the moment to give. We must have the whole church imbued
with a missionary spirit; and both in labors and gifts we ought to act
more in accordance with the demands which are made upon us. It is
no use trifling any longer on this subject. Our character as a mission-
ary church is at stake. We should have at least double the income
which is now supplied. And the thing is possible. We want system-
atic offerings.  We want a duly appointed agent to visit the parishes
and to stir up the missionary spirit. We must have a Missionary
Bighop among the Indians, as proposed. It is a subject which applies
to all of us, and if we take it up aright we shall soon occupy our proper
position, and perform our appointed work.

The missionary work of the Church is, in many respects one of her
most encouraging features. In other respects it is one of her most dis-

couraging fealures. i
It igen%uumging that she is doing the work at all. There was a time
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when she was supposed to, and supposed herself to be especially unfit for
pioneering. Her work was supposed to be in the citics, and the settled
portions of the country, among people of a certain amount of taste and
culture, Shewas to leave the preaching of the Gospel among the cabins
of the border, to the Methodist itinerant.

That was a long time ago. And yet the influence of that notion ex-
tenended down into quite recent times, and has not yet entirely dissap-
peared. No man did so much to destroy the notion of its influences,
glg:lillat both of which his whole life was a protest) as the late venerable

ishop Kemper.

At the present time it is well seen that the notion was a mere notion,
an utterly absurd and preposterous notion. Our missionary work has
proved it so in all quarters.

Our Missionary clergy are found among the foremost all along the
border. The Church has shown an enterprise for which we have every
reason to be thankful. Instead of being the last, we have been, of late,
not uncommonly, the first. 'We have led and others have followed. In
Nebraska, in Colorada, in Utah, in Dacotal, in Wyoming and Nevada,
the Church has been, inmany cases the first upon the ground. The sur-
plice has not been found out of place in the mining village, nor the
Prayer Book an encumberance in the rudely fitted school house or *“ hall.”

And the Church has not only been the first in many cases, in the fleld
among the pioneers of civilization, but she has by her success among the
Indians in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Dacotah, showed Ler fitness also,
for work among pagans and the uncivilized.

Whatever be our grounds of encouragement, or whatever our reasons
for discouragement in the older States no Curchman can look at the
attitude of the Church in our border lands, abreast as she is with the
advancing wave, building churches, founding schools, carrying the Bible
and Prayer Book in the front of civilization, without thankfulness, and
perhaps a little chastened pride.

So noticeable is this missionary enterprise, that it has begun to sur-
prise our neighbours. It is evidently something they had not looked
tor. Not long since we noticed and commented upon a communication
in a Presbyterian paper, calling attention to the fact that the Episcopal
Church was rapidly taking the lead in several of our new Territories,
and warning our Presbyterian brethren that they must be up and doing,
or Prelacy would win the ground before they were awake.

There is an earnest spirit, a determined faith, a noble self:forgetful-
ness, a burning zeal at work in theoutposts which react upon the whole
body behind, exciting it to new courage, inflaming it with new hope,
and honouring it with an honour gathered with a toil and pains not its
own. Our old reproach is cast away. These noble bretiren who are
carrying the standard in the front, have viudicated the apostolic char-
acter of the Church, in a way which is beyond all learning and eloquence.
For this we are thankful and in it all we find strong encouragement.

And yet there is enough in it, when we examine, to make us heartily
ashamed.

For this whole advance, this change of position in Church, by which
she has become the most active missionary and pioneer body in the
country, is owing, we are sorrow to say, to no general appreciation, on
the part of the mass of the Church of ‘her duty herein, Lut to the zeal

and determination of relatively a fow earnest and apostolic men, espec-
ially among the clergy. The Church, as a whole, has not ari:en to a
sense of her duty or responsibility in this work.
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It was natural enough that the clergy should have been the first to see
the obligation of preaching the Gospel in the Church, throughout the
length and breadth of the land, natural enough that they should have
get about fulfilling it. They are brought into closer contact with the
questions which concern the duty and work of a church, and it would
be strange indeed, if this duty as laid upon the Church in the very terms
of her commission should have escaped their intellects and consciences.

But the duty is not theirs only. It rests on the Church as a corpora-
tion, and consequently, on every member of it in his degree—on the
the layman as much as on the clergyman. If it be the duty of the one
to go, itis just as plainly the duty of the other to help him to go, and
sustain him while he is at his work. If it be the duty of the clergyman
to give his life, it is certainly the duty ol the layman to give his purse.

And here, amid all we find to encourage and comfort us in the mis-
sionary attitude of the Church, we tind the point of discouragement and
discomfort, that while the clergy have awaked to their (lllf)': they have
not succeeded in arousing generally the laity to theirs.

There are men among the clergy who are willing to forsake home,
friends, civilization ecase, comfort, all that men prize, and work for in
life, that they moy lay the foundations of Catholic Christianity side by
gide witlt those of civilization. Scholarly men, men of culture and
refinemens, leave all that attracts their tastes behind them, and as
Missionary Bishops or priests, throw themselves for life into the rudest
and most unformed society, that they may help mould it for Christ.
The ordinavy inducements which take men away from home—the hope
of speedy fortune, or more prominent place, or greater comfort, at
least—doces not exist for them.

For years pust now, such men have been devoting themselves, one
after another, in one department of the work or other to this sort of
life and to this sort of sacrifice.  And still the supply is not exhacsted,
There are still found increasing numbers ready to follow their example.

That example has had, we gladly confess its effect. But we must
sadly confess the effect is felt so far mainly among the clergy. The
men are to be found, the means to send the men and give them tools
to work with are not found.

How many of the regular communicants at the alters of the Church
take any intellig 'nt interest in the work of the Church outside their
own parish 7 How many of them have any conscientious feeling of
responsibility for any work beyond its boundaries? Do they even, in
any large numbers, ki ow the names of our Missionary Bishops, or the
fields where they are laboring? Do they know what the Church is
doing, or trying to do beyond their ovn narrow horison? The ignor-
ance on these matters is positively startling, and that ' among peo-
ple who consider themselves quite intelligent Church peo ‘e, and all
this, notwithstanding the means of information is found on « 1 hands.

Now, it is manifest enough, thatno matter how many devoted and
self-sacriticing men be found among the clergy ready to enter on the
pioneer labor of missiens, the work ecannot be done to any adequate ex-
tent, unless the whole Church be aroused to an interest in it, and un-
less the laity be ready t» second and snstain the missionaries.

How shall we deal with the discouraging features in our missionary
work ? It is clear that the first thing is to give peope a knowledge
that there is such a work, and them know how it is prospering or the
reverse. And the next thing is to make them feel it is their work, and
hat in their degree they are responsibly for it.
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The clergy who so generally ave alive to the obligations of our miss-
jonary enterprise, have two things to do. Missionary meetings are a
help, but they can be held only in large places, where, perhaps, there
is the least nced.  Tho Spirit of Missions should have a circulation five
or ten fold its present one. The children’s missionary papers should be
in every Sunday School, and every family in every parish should take
some general Church paper. ¢ Circulate the documents,” should be
the motto here, Get people to read and think. Let them become ac-
quainted with every pioneer Bishop and Missionary through his work.
Let them learn what it is, how it is going on, what help it needs, its
good features and its ill.

The very worst thing a clergyman can do is to try to isolate hi
parish, to ring it round with a Chinese wall, and confine its zeal to
itself.  Ile may choke it to death that way, but that is all he can do.
It will prosper precisely in proportion as it breathes free air, and lives
in the atmosphere of the Church Catholic.

We take it the clergy desive to awaken their people 1o the duty
which they are bold to acknowledge lies on the Church—the duty of
preaching the Gospel and carrying the institutions of Primitive and
Apostolic Christianity throughout the length and breadth of- the land.
If this be their desire, they must never rest till cvery family under
their charge has the means of full information about the Church work
and its needs in its own hands.

We have often felt saddened at hearing seme zealous pastor urging
upon his people the duty of supporting missions, when wo knew that
not one in a dozen of his hearers hnew anything about the subject,knew
the names of the Bishops he mentioned, or their fields, or had any
sonse of the subject except a vague impersonal one. What wonder,
that in such cases. the response is so ludicrously inadequate to the
to the case and to the ability of the givers.

First of all, we must make such men as Bishops Rendall, Clarkson,
Whitaker, Tuttle, Morris, Pierce, Williams, and Payne, not miths, nor
mere missionary ideas, but flesh and blood men to our people.  We
must give them a local habitation and a name in their work. We must
get our people to feel that they kaaw them, know what they are doing,
and want to do, what churches they want to bnild, and what schools
to found, and what vacant stations to supply. In short, we must them
in the war to be informed, of knowing the large Church that lies beyond
their parish, and the men who are honoring it by faithful and sbecess-
ful services, Few of them can seo these men with the own eyes.  But
those who have scen, and do sce, can tell them.  When they fnow, the
people will do.

There is nobody in the country, we believe, in which so many of its
members are uninformed about its work as the Church. Who is re-
sponsible for this? How is it to be mended? That the laity will be
roused generrlly to sustain the work till these questions are answered
satisfactorily can searcely be expected. .

Two things, well considered, would prevent many quarrels; first to
have it well ascertained whether we are disputing about terms rather
than things : and, secondly, to examine whether that on which we differ,
i3 worth contending about.

Surely onc of the best rules in conversation, is never to say a thing
which any of the company can reasonably wish we had left unsaid.
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POETRY AND MISCELLANEOUS.

THE NEW YEAR.

The wheels, the wheels of time are quickly turning :
The year has flown ;

And as it flies, the saints with joy are learning,
They're nearer home.

They know not what the opening year is bringing ;
But this they know,

"T'hat He who tunes the angel’s voice for ginging,
Will lead them through.

And known to Him is all their future waking ;
And He has planned,

And will dispense in love their every blessing
With His own hand.

Oh! how their doubting hearts would faint at secing
The weary way ;

But step by step His hand is gently leading,
And day by day.

New blessings lie before them, and new SOrrow,
Darkness and light

But soon will reach the glorious to-morrow,
With no more night.

Then trust Him—trust Him for Iie knows the road :
Thou art His care ;

And all He giveth thee is for thy good :
Trust without fear.

He lets thee sce daylight in His love.
To cheer the night
'Fry not to see the road, but look above,

Where all is light.
E.H.AF

AN ESSAY ON TROUBLE.

s Cloudy Mornings, often bring Fine Evenings.”

. BY E.IL A F.

Some people appear to have been born to endure suffering, cither in
the s :ape of bodily pain, non-success in business, or other mishaps;
such persons have especial need to cultivate a submissive spirit. There
are also some persons, we will not say many, who appear to thrive under
suffering : at least, we know some, who, if they do nof actually thrive,
find that their health is in times of trouble, often better than when ex-
periencing a season of quietude and peacefulness, 1t is! however,
strange to observe how ditterently adeep wouble shall affect different
temperaments. Lne cries aloud for sympa:hy with outstretched hands
of anguish—another clasps the hands tightly over the poisoned dart,
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to conceal from all cyes—regardless of the fact, that while sho does
this, she drives the arrow deeper into her heart—and silently, without
a murmur, dies of the pain.

Another, affects jollity, (especially if the patient be a man in this
case,) and rushes wildly fromone excitement to another, hoping for
nothing, caring for nothing, save never to be left alone with his bitter
misery.—Which of all these suffers most acutely— God alone knows.
If trouble come in the shape of pecuniary loss, is it not often intended
to teach us not to be over anxious about the affairs of this life, and to
make us think somewhat of the future ? Altho’ many say thav they do
not “ believe in judgement and all that sort of thing,” that there is a
future we none of us can doubt—for have we not unmistakable proofs of
it? No man in his heart can be an atheist, altho’ he may declare him-
selfone. Alas! how many people live as though they had only to live
for this world, reminded only, in the busy excitement of
busines, that there is a future by the “still small voice” which
involuntarily, will sometimes male itself heard. But man shakes oft'the
effect and drinks deeper of the insatiated streams of life, and thus every
succeeding effort of that voice becomes weaker and weaker, until at
last it is unheard as well as unheeded. It has been remarked that to fly from
trouble is not always to shun it. He, who in ¢ placing a chair " accepts
him as his inevitable guest, and goes on with his ordinary employ-
ments all the same as if he were not there stands, we think, the best
chance of getting rid of him, or, at least, of growing indiftferent
to his unwelcome presence. To all, however, it is not given
to do this, but even to the most grievously afilicted, there cometh an
end to all things. For

“ Be the Day dreary, or be the Way long,
At last it ringeth to Evensong.”

For certain diseases of the body the most severe remedies, sometimes
in themselves more disagreeable than the discase itself, have to be ad-
ministered in order to effect a complete cure, Thus war, which it
must be allowed, is perhaps the greatest trouble thatcan befall a peo-
ple, being as it is, so destructive of life and property, rendering deso-
late families previously living in comparative peace and prosperity,
nevertheless has sometimes proved to be very conducive to national
improvement. For instance, in what state wonld ourown Happ - Eng-
land have been at the present day had Julius Cwsar nover invaded it ?
And how would it have been with us, had the Normans never con-

uered King Harold ?  Each of these events were, at the time in which

ey took place, very calamitous and caused great troubles, but we
are now enjoying the fruits reaped from those apparent disasters, i e
the truths of Christianity, and the refinements and cultivated tastes
which were introduced by the Duke of Normandy. Seeing this to be
the case, it would be much wiser, if a man, instead of complaining,
would cultivate a spirit of meek resignation, for it would prove, not
only a great boon to himself but to all others whose lot it is to be con
nected with him, for it is very true “ Thatone grumbler is often worse
that many troubles,” so destructive is the creature to all peace and
happiness. There are, however, times in a man’s life when troubles
must and wi.lcome, and he is an unfortunate man indeed (strange as this
may seem) whose life has been, as yet, unrufled by Trials; for the
time will assuredly come, soouer or later, when he will have to bend to
the “ Whirlwind of Trouble,” and he will be as totally unfitted for the

-
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change, as is the tender greonhouse plant, to be subjected to the cutting
cast winds of frosty winter. Happily, however, for society generally,
there are those again who seem to meet their trials in such presence of
mind, (if we may use the term) that one i8 sometimes forced to believe
that such persons are entirely ignorant of what real trouble is. But
the fact that there are such prople, who are remarkable for what many
call * Always looking pleasant,” is no proof that they never experience
any of the bitters, but on the contrary, enjoy only the « Sweets of Life.”
Be this as it may. How to endure affliction is & question not casily
answered, save in one way. There is but one code of rules asto how
trials should be met, when foreseen, what means should be adopted
while undergoing them, and lastly, how 1o act in order to prevent &
second visit from s0 unwelcome a guest. The one remedy isa simple
and all-sufficient one for the many and divers stages of affliction to
which we may be Hllbje(‘.led——:md that is—the Grace of God, through
Tis Son Jesus Christ, and which will enable us to see always 2 “ Silver
Lining to every Black Cloud.” This is indeed “ An Old Song,” but
because old, none the loss worth singing; let those who object to it
however, remember that this Grace is the candle “ that has heen lighted
at Oxford, and which never has, nor never will be put out.”

"

« Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upwards.”—JoB. V. 7.

Lare News.—In the middle of last century the Leicester newspaper
press, —or rather the Leicester newspaper, for there was no pross,—Was
in a droll and embarressed position. The paper was written in towr.
The copy was sent 10 London to be printed. The paper set in type was
veturned by coach. It took two days 10 ¢ goup, as many to print, and
two more to get back, by which time the latest news was & week old.
One would suppose that matter would have so atcumulated that room
for insertion would be scarce. Room was supembundzmt; matter was
gearce. 1t was 8o sCarce that during one dry season, the editor adopted
a sort of fewlleton to fill up with. "It was a serial, but not anything like
a modern sensational story. It was simply the Bible in regnlar chapters,
and the editor had got to the end of the tenth chapter of lixodus befire
further news than about what Moses had said unto Pharaoh, turned up
for the amusement of tho Leicessershire subscribers. That primitive
paper was the Leicester Journal.—Athenceunt.

ANO.P.J. AccouNT.—An eastern panker, (Jay Cooke, of Philadelp-
hia,) early in his career, road “Gold and the (x'ospcl,” and resolved to
take Jacob’s pledge, * Of all that Thou shalt give me, 1 will surely give
the tenth unto Thee.” He directed his clerk to open an account with
0.P.J., (Od Patriarch Jacob,) and to credit to it onetenth of all the
commission that came into the office. Some of the largest financial
transactions of the country have been entrusted to the firm of which he
is a member, and its success is one of the wonders of the land. The
aggregate of the drafts upon this 0. P. J. account must now amount to
a sum that would take the figures of five places to CXpress. When aske
how he can afford to give such large contributions, he says, « ]t dont cost
me anything. IUS the Lord’s money I give.” Who will follow suit,
and open an account with Old Patriarch J acob?— Lumghrey's Miss
Paper,
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The waters of Lake Geneva, in Switzerland, have long been famous
among tourists, painters and poets for their beautiful azure color, Sir
Humphery Davy attributed this lovel y hue to the presence of some
compound of iodine in the water ; and many chemists have analyzed it
since that time, but without any satisfactory result as to the cause of its
color. A late and exceedingly carcful and aceurate analysis by Dr. A,
A. Hayes, the State Assayer of Massachusetts, has convinced him that
it is not due to chemical coloring substances, but that the color is caused
by the peculiar hue of the sky over the lake. The water itself is perfect-
ly coloriess.

Louis XIV. built, at a enormous expense, an aqueduct for supplying
Versailles with water ; the Maintenon bridge, built for supplying this
acqueduct, is the most magnificent structure of the kind in the world;
it is 4,400 foct in length, 200 feet in height, and is constructed of three
tiers of urches of one upon the other, 242 fect in cach tier, and a span of
50 feet. Jerusalem is at the present day, and has been for hundred of'
years, supplied with water through a ‘ten-inch carthen pipe, from the
*“Pool of Sulomon,” near Bethlehem, a distance of seven miles.,

BeLieve e Best.—Ioe who thinks better of his neighbours than
they deserve cannot be a bad man, for the standard by which his judg-
ment is formed is the goodness of his own heart. 1t is the base only
who believe all men base, or, in other words, like themselves, Few.,
however, are all evil. Even Nero did a good turn {o somebody,—for
when Rome was rejoicing over his death, some loving hand covered his
grave with flowers, Public men are seldom or never fairly judged, at
least while living. however pure, they cannot escape calumny; how-
ever incorrect, they aro sure to find culogists. History may do them
Justice, but they rarely got it while alive, either from friend or foe,

A modern writer, in speaking of the great Delhi canal in India, says:
“The waters, carried over the low country in an acqeduct of masonary,
after passing a cut in the mountains 60 feot deep, flowed through the
city, distributing itself in minor streams, supplying gardens, fountains
and mansions, filling the marble baths, and watering rich feuits and
flowers.” The great Ganges canal, in the same country, is nearly 1,000 in
length. This immense system takes from the sacred river 8,900 cubie
feet of water per second, ‘and has placed thirteen million of acres of
waste land in high and prosperous state of cultivation. ‘Ihis great
water carriage is fringed upon both sides, during its entire distance,
with fruit and ornamental trees of every description.

Pliny states that the cedar woodwork of the Temple of Apollo, at
Utica, was in perfect state of preservation after an interval of two
thousand years. The famous statue of Diana of the Ephesians was
formed of ceder, and endured for many centuries. ‘lhe ancient Egyp-
tians extracted an oil from cedar wood, which the rubbed over the leaves

of the papyrus to preserve them from worms, and which also enterod
into the compositions used for preserving their mummies,

“Iumility is the most excellent natural cure fo rangerin the world ;
for he that, by considering his own infirmities and failings, makes the
crror of his neighbor or servant to be his own case, and remembers

that he daily needs God’s pardon and his brother's charity, will not be
apt to rage at the levities, or misfortunes, or indiscretion of another;

ery frequently and more

greater than which he considers that he is v
inexcusably guilty of.—Jeremy Taylor.
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Rocks.— Most of our rocks seems to have been formed from a sedi-
ment, coming from the northeast or the direction of Greenland, to the
southwest towards the Gulf of Mexico. To the north, these rocks are
computed to have had once a total thickness or height of about 30,000
feet; while in the southwest they did not exceed 3,000 feet in thickness.
At the north the large boulders are found ; at the south the fine sedi-
mant is disposed, and the corul and shellformed limestones show more
quiet seas.  There has, therefore, been a great ocean current from the
vortheast to the southwest. To it, in part, we owe the North Ameri-
¢an Continent.  In notonly built up, but if freakishly dnuded and broke
down again glacier and iceberg, and it crushed down and tore away the
rock.

Mr. R. B. Shaw, the first European traveller who has penetrated
Eastern Turkish tain, in Asia, since the time of the ancient Venetian
explorer Marco Polo, has just given a most interesting account of his
journey, before the London Geographical Society. The land is civilized,
yrosperous and fertile, and scems almost to be flowing with milk and
oney. Horse flesh and camel flesh, delicious cream and marvellous
fruit sherbets are cheap and plentiful; and the people are abundantly
supplied with excellent bread, cheese, vegotables and ice. There are
tea shops where great urns are ever streaming, and good eating houses
are numerous. Little or no rain falls; and the beautiful cultivation
and luxuriance of the thickly peopled districts are entirely due to
irrigating canals, of which they are many. They are carefully kept,
and Mr. Shaw states that the King himself, who rules over more than
twenty millions of people, superintended the works at the new canal
while he was there, and even labored at it with hisown hands.  Modern
geographical science thus confirms the curious stories of Marco Polo
about this land, which have so long been regarded as fubulous.

Indolence is a delightful but distressing state; we must be doing
something to be happy. Action is no less necessary than thought to
the instinctive tendencies of the human {rame.

HeavesLy KnowLepae.—The wis st knowledge of things is to know
them in their cause; but there is no knowledge of cause so happy and
useful as clearly to know and firmly believe the universal dependence
of all things upon the first and Highest cause, the Cause of causes, the
Spring of being and goodness, the wise and just Ruler of the world.—

Leighton.

TempERANCE.—We must never be astonished at temptations, be they
never -0 outrageous. On this carth all its temptations. Crosses tempt
us by irritating our pride, and prosperity by flattering it.  Our life is
a continual combat, bui one in which Jesus Christ tight for us. We
must pas : on unmoved while temptations rage around us, as the traveller
overtaken by astorm, simply wraps his cloak more closely about him,
and rushes on more vigerously towards his destined home.

FevarLe Gausrers.—There were no gamestresses among the Greeks ;
and the Roman women were always too much occupied with their
domestic aifairs to find time for Dlay. What will our modern ladies
think when we state that the Emperor Augustus scarcely wore a

garment which had not been woven by his wife, his sister, or grand-
daughters! (“Veste non temere alinquam domestica usus est, ab uxore
ot filia nepotibusqe confecta.” Suet in Vitw Casarum.
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330 Religious Review.
RELIGIOUS REVIEW.

The old year has closed and the new has opened, upon violent
struggles, upon arduous labours, upon brilliant successes, and uopn
encouraging prospects in the Church. Amidst all the commotions
which prevail around us there is evidence of the presiding power of
the Spirit, and of the onward march of truth ; and whether in Canada,
in Great Britain, in the Colonies, in the United States, or in the general
Mission field, the aspects of the Church may excite gratitude, and
stimulate to zeal.

In Canada several new Churches have been built and opened, and
from many places in the several dioceses appeals are mude for mis-
sionaries, and the regular ordinances and appliances of the Church.
This is encouraging. To meet the public demand we need a large
augumentation of our Mission funds. The thing is possible, and
indeed, easy of attainment, if the right plans were adopted.—An As-
sociation has been formed in the Toronto diocese for the promotion of
free and open churches. We heartily commend it, and hope the day
is not far distant when all our churches will be thrown open to the
rich and poor alike. The only defect ‘n this Association is, that it
is apparently contined to the Toronto diocese, whereas it should em-
brace the Church throughout the whole Dominion. It is one of those
things in which we should all act together. We may do so; and we
respectfully suggest that the basis of the Association be so enlarged as
to admit memters from any and all our churches. The attempt to
leec a co.djutor Bishop in the Ontario diocese has apparently failed.
We regret the fact, but are not much surprised considering the per-
sonal and hostile feelings, with which, in too many cases, the consider-
ation of th'* subject was approached. A division of the diocese must
ultimately take place, and this, after all, will be the best plan. We do
not want episcopal curates, but rather independent and energetic
bsihops. Thereis need for a division of each diocese as at present existing.
The subject must very soon engage our most serious attention. An
increase of the Episcopate is demanded by the requirements of the
Church, and the necessities of the country. We can hardly conceive
that any of our right reverend fathers will interpose an obstacle to an
arrangement, which, if' it does not lighten their labors, will add to
their numbers, and to the efficiency and. growth of the Church under
their rule.  We do not think it difficult to single out a number of men
who are fit for the responsible office, and who might sustain it with
credit to themselves, and with advantage to the Church. And we are
sure if the right principle be laid down, there will be no impossibility
in raising the required fands. The Church has grown in the United
States in proportion to the increase of the Episcopate; and if we would
not be lagging behind the age, we, in Canada, must now manfully take
up the subject. In manyrespects the failure in the Ontario diocese is
to be regretted. It may, however, serve to bring the whole subject
more prominently before the Church, and to prepare the way for a
proper division of our already large and unwieldy dioceses, and the
election of snitable men, endowed with full episcopal and independent
power. When the subject does come up, it must be considered with
exclusive reference to the interests of the Church, and not in deference
to the dictum of a party, or to gratify the ambition of any individual.

In the Church at Home there is a continual collision of parties, both
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on doctrinal and ritualistic questions. A great deal of geandal is some-
times caused by these unseemly disputes ; but eventually they may
tend to the frecdom, and purification, and growth of the Church. The

suspension of the Rev. Mr. Machonochie has excited a bitter feeing in

mauy quarters; and at a meeting of the English Church Union, in par-
ticular, some very intemperate language was used, and a very repre-
hensible spirit was indulged. We beliove that Mr. Machonochie had
evaded the spirit, if not the strict letter of the law, in the proceedings
for which he was cited before the judieal Committeo of the Privy
Council ; and apart from any consideration at present of tho legality of
the power of that Committee to suspend a clergyman of the Church
from the performance of his clerical functions, we hold that for the
infraction and evasion of the law, in defiance of remonstrance and ad-
monition, Mr. M. has been rightly condemned. No greater calamity
could befall the Church than to allow any or every individual clergy-
man to form his own standard and rule, and by a specics of casuistry,
which is not very straightforward and honorable, to attempt an evasion
of the law he had bound himself by oath to observe. In his personal
character, and in his zeal and devotion in the Church, we believe that
Mr. Machonochie is not surpassed by any clergyman of the Church.
But in this particvlar instance he has unwisely committed himself to a
course which he might have known was unustifiable, and for which,
as an example to others; he has been subject to atemporary suspension.
It must, however, be born in mind that the decision of the Privy
Council does not affect Mr. Machonochie’s priestly character. He

remains as much a priest of the Church now as he was before sentence
was pronounced upon him. The sentence ix simply a suspension from
the active performance of certain duties foru specified time. At the
expiration of that timo he can return to his full work. We hope he
will do it, not with less zeal in his Master's service, but with more dis-
eretion, and that the offect of this unpleasunt affair will be to check
the growth of practices which are repugnant to the spirit of our re-
formed worship, and inimical to the recogni-ed law and rulrics of the
Church.—The case of the Rev. Mr. Voysey is the opposite of that of

Mr. Machonochie. While the latter was prosecuted upon grounds of
ritual, the former was called to account for actual heresy. And it is
certainly difficult to examine the passages cited against Mr. Voysey,
oven as explained by himself, without a conviction that he has dehber-
ately ignored or denied the teaching of the Church in some of its most
fundamental principles. We are quite prepared to allow some latitude
of interpretation upon certain disputed points. There is no advantage
to be gained by a cast-iron system of biblical exegesis from which not a
shadow of deviation can be permitted. But so long as the thirty-
nine articles and the three great crceds form the basis of our belief and
teaching, it is utterly inadmissible to suppose that a clergyman of the
Church can take any one of those articles into his pulpit and pronounce
it a fallacy, or a fable, and then teach his people the very opposite doc-
trine it contains. This is virtually what Lir. Voysey has done. His

own words condemn him. It is necessary such a contravention of the
Chure /'8 law should be checked; and we may all rejoice that the teaching
of Mr. Voysey, was placed under the ban of the Church.—Three new
Colonial Bishops have been consecrated, and a fourth would have been
added for Madagascar, but for the absurd regulations imposed by the
Committee of the Church Missionary Society. In connection with the
consecration of Bishop Webb,a long correspondence has been carried on
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- between the Bishop of Capetown, and the Archbishop of Canterbury.
The point in dispute was whetuer the new Bishop should swear allegiance
to Bishop Gray as Metropolitan of the ecclesiastical provinee, or to Arch-
bishop Tait, as Primate of the English Church. It was contended very
justly and very successfully by the Bishop of Capetown, that all his
suffragan Bishops must be amenable to himself, or to the Ecclesiastical
Courts of the Province, over which he presides. The Archbishop
failed, even by aid of the Jerusalem Act, (asitis called,) to establish
his own right of jurisdiction over the new Bishop; and to obviate any
further difficulty the consecration of Bishop l\Vcbl) took place in
Scotland. We may regret the action taken by the Archbishop; yet
the correspondence and the prompt decision of Bishop Gray may help

to render more certain that absolute freedom and independence of State
control, and of all erastian principles, which are necessary to, and en-
joyed by, the Colonial Church, and our own Church in particular.—~The
Irish Church is making progress in its new organization and plans.
It will, by and by, reap the advantage of recent legislation.—We 1ecord
with profound regret the death of Dean Alford, one of the most accom-
slished scholars and biblical erities of the Church and the age.—In the

nited States the Church is all aglow with zeal, although there are
many bitter and necedless disputes between Iigh -and Low. When

shall we all learn to love as brethren, and to “speak the truth in love ”
only ?

Among other notable subjects at present exciting the Church mind,—
especia/ly in England,—is the subject of Prayers for the Dead. In
many quarters, a furious discussion has been raised, arising from a letter
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, in which he stated the very obvious
fact that the Church of England did not sanction prayers for the dead.
‘We are sorry to see the spiritin which the subject has been approached,
and, still more, the reasoning and language in which the advocates of
the doctrine have indulged. There is surely no warrant in the Prayer
Book for such a doetrine, and whatever may be the views of private
individuals now or in any time past, we cannot admit such opinions in
preference to the authoritative teaching of the Church. The Bishop of
Gloucester and Bristol has taken prompt action in condemnation of the
absurdity or heresy, and it will be well for other Bishops of the Church
to follow his example, as occasion may arise.

LITERARY REVIEW.

LAY-SERMONS, ADDRESSES AND REVIEWS.
BY J. L HCUXLEY, L.L. D., ¥. R. A. 8. Adam, Stevenson {: Co., Torantn.

This is a volume which ought to be in the hands of every clergyman
and intelligent lay-member of the Church; and when there, it should
be carefully read and studied. We are sometimes prone to underrate
the importance of the subjects which are here discussed, forgetful of
the fact that they are all intimately connected with a sound and liberal
education, and in that sense, with the elevation of society and the
progress of the Church. 'Ihere is no antagonism between religion and
general literature and science, when properly understood : and the
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sooner we make up our minds to discuss all questions appcrtuining to
natural history and physicul science in their bearing upon purely
biblical p\'incip\es and facts, in a liberal and comprchcmi\'c spirit, the
better will it be hoth for science and religion. In tho present volume,
Professor Huxley has discussed & number of the most important and
interesting subjects on general cducation and science; and the manner
in which he has engaged in the discussion, is just what might have
been expected from one of the most accomplished scholars and writers
of the a;_';c——svho\m-ly and entertaining. The following arc the topics
respectively brought under veview : «Tgg ADVISABLENESS OF IMPRO-
vING NATURAL KxOoWLEDGE,” © EMANCIPATION,” «A Liperan Epuca-
pIoN,” * SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION, «Tue EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THE
NArTUurAL  HISTORY Soiences,” ¢ Tug Stuby OF ZooLoay,” ¢ THE
Puysical DBasis oF Tave,” “THE SorpntiFic AspecTs OF PosiTIv-
ism,” ¢ OF A Piece OF CraLk,” ¢ Tyees oF Targ,” ¢ GEOLOGICAL
tprory,” ¢ ORIGIN OF Spgcies,” &e., &e. It will be seen from this brief
enumeration that {he author has introduced a wide range of subjects;
and we are justitied in saying that in all respects the treatment of them
is worthy of the subjects (hemselves, and of the reputation of the
writer.  We might, in some instances, dissent from the reasoning of
Professor Huxley, and from the conclusions at which he has arrived ;
but while doing this we are bound to admit the ability and candour
with which he works out his ideas, and the facination he throws around
the discussion of subjects which may otherwise appear abstruse and
unattractive. 1t does one good 10 read a volume like the present.
There is something in it original and fresh. We are lifted by it out of
the common stereotyped line of thought and action in which wo too
commonly indulge, and we foel at once that 2 preadth and clevation
are given to our views, which i8 of the highest consequence to us.
Next to the quthor himself, our {hanks are due to Messrs. Adam,
Stevenson & Co. for their enterprise in undertaking the publi(".u'nm of
o Canadian edition of this most valuable work. They have, thereby,
at great labor and expense, placed the book upon very reasonable
terms, within the reach of both our clergy and people. Such enter-
prise ghould be rewarded by a large and rapid sale. We earnesly com-
mend the volume to the attention of all whom it may concern ; and we
hope the demand in this ¢ase will be such as to encourage the pub-
lishers to undertake the pu\)li(-atiun of Canadian oditions of other
equally yaluable and useful works. A {aste is growing amongst us

for the discussion of such subjects; let us by all means encourage it.

MEMOIR OF BISHOT STRACHAN.
By The Right Rev. 4, N, Bethune, Lord Bishop of Toronto.
Toronto : Rowsell & (0.

Wo take another opportunity of bringing before our readers the
Memoir of the late Bishop Strachan, by his present estimable suc-
cossor in office. [t is a volume IC Jete with the most interesting
and valuabie information respecting oth the lite and character of the
excellent man who is the subject of it, and the condition and growth of
our Canadian Church, under his administration, or in connection with
his labors. No clergyman’s library should be without it ; and no mem-
ber of our church should fail to read it. In a condensed form, the
volume presents us with & history of the Church, and with the strug les
of the country in their ecclesiastical relation, for & period of more than
fifty years; and as many of the matters here narrated, and the docu-
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ments here furnished, have become facts of history, they should be
thoroughly understood and remembered. The accomplished author of'
the  Memoir” has performed his task in a most praiseworthy man-
ner; and both for the information it contains, and the style in which
it is written, the Memoir of Bishop Strachan is worthy to rank with
some of the best biographies of the day. The remaining copios of the
present edition should be quickly disposed of.

While on this subject, we should like to ask, what has become of
all the projects for a Memorial to the late Bishop Strachan? Are they
all to evaporate in empty talk? A sorry commentry it seems upon
our proposed admiration for the venerable prelate. ‘Ihe only
scheme that appears to have assumed tangible shape, and is likely to be
brought to a practical issue is, the Memorial Church at Cornwall.” And
Toronto, the head of the diocese, the commercial centre for the west,
with a large church population, with an overflowing capital, where the
Bishop resided for the greater part of his life, and which is associated
with his most memorable deeds—Toronto is left without a single build-
ing, wo had almost said stone, to preserve his memory, and to mark
the esteem of church people for his character. O, shame upon us for our
coldne-s or our cant; and avaunt that damnable spirit of party jealousy
and strife by which the church in the diocese is being torn in sunder, and
through which we are prevented from Jjoining together in performin ; an
act of common decency for the honoured dead. The spectacle might
make angels weep ; and if it were possible that the spirit of the sainted
bishop could become cognizant of the wrangling and jangling, the mean
motives which have been insinnated and the hostile prejudices indulged
on this very subject by some of the people he helped to educate and from
whom he was accustomed to receive at least a protessed homage, it would
be an interruption to his felicity to find that his instruction had so miser-
ablyfailed of its effects, that his example was so badly followed, an | that
among his own chosen friendsit was found impossible to agree upon any
plan by which in public memorial form his name might be handed down
to posterity. Is is too late to retrieve the error? Cannot we yet devise
some scheme in which we can forget our differences und for once act to-
gether without r.ference to prejudice or party? The Trinity Collegé move-
ment is still faintly whispered. Is that inadmissible? The Bishop Strachan
School is still before us.” Is not that worthy our support? A Bishop-
ric at the Sue St Marie is yet talked of. 'Is it not possible to agree
upon that?  Something should be done to save the diocese from re-

proach. It should be done by the Synod, and to the Synod we now
commit it.

CONVERSATIONS ON THE OFFICE OF SPONSORS FOR
INFANTS, AND THE USE OF THE CROSS IN BAPTISM.

BY REV.W. BELT, M. A. Church Printing and Publishing Co., Toronto.
== A very useful pamphlet which should be widely cireulated and read.
There are many people amongst us who have vague and imperfect
ideas on the subjects here discussed. The presentation of the doctrine
and tea-hing of the Church in this interesting form, cannot fail to do
good. It would be well to promote the circulation of the pamphlet in
large numbers, especially in the country parishes. The clergy would
reap advantage from it in a more general and devout observance of
these Church and Christian forms among their parishioners. In the
meanwhile we thank Mr. Belt for his scasonable publication,

\
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OF THE

Fireside Friend,

A Monthly Periodical for the Home
Circle.

Devoted to Literature, Science, Health,
Amusement, and Useful Information —
Containing forty-eight three column pages
to the number, filled with Choice Stories,
Sketches and Poems, from the pens of the
Best Writers of America.

Articles on Scientific subjects, Health,
and Reform.

A department for the Children, filled
with instructive and amusing articles.

A Masonic department, containing in-
formation valuable to the members of the
Fraternity.

A Temperance department, in which
will be advocated those principles without
which there can be no happy homes or
pure morals.

Srilliant seraps and diamonds of thought
cathered from correspondents and other
sources, and arranged with care, making
it cminently suited for the Home Circle
of every family in the land.

Terys—Always in Advance.

1 Copy, ONC YEAT vevvuverens vans $2 00
3 Copies, ¢ B Oy 5 00
4 Lo “ 6o coinimpese b ed . 600
[ L “ and one to getter

up of Club.... 8 00
8 i “« ,...12 00
11 4 o “ “  ,...16 00
ll “ “ “ o .‘.‘_1'0 00

Valuable Premiums given to all
who get up Clubs at the regular subscrip-
tion price, $2 per year, For particulars
see Club lists.

Specimen copies sent iree to any address.
All letters relative to the Literary
Department must be addressed to the

Editor,
J. WILLEAM VAN NAMEE.

All letters relative to Business must be
addressed to the Publisher,

R. LEONIDAS HAMILTON,
Post Office Box 4952, New York City.

Single Copies, 20 cents, For sale by all
News Dealers.




THE GREAT

ENCLISH & SCOTCH

Quarterlies, and

BLACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE,

Reprinted in New York by the

Leonard Scott Publishing Co'y.

QUARTERLY !
The Edinburgh Review | North Britich Review
London Quarterly “ | Westminster !
MONTHLY @
Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine.

These periodicals are the medium
through which the greatest minds, not
only of Great Pritain and Ireland, but
also of Continental Europe, are constantly
brought into more or less intimate com-
munication with the world of rcaders,
History, Biography, Science, Philosophy,
Art, Religion, the great political questions
of the past of to-day, are treated in their
pages as the learned alone crn treat them,
No one wou'd keep pace with the times
can afford to do without these periodicals,

Of all the monthlies PBleckwood holds
the foremost place.

TERMS,

For any onc of the Review
For any two of the Reviews,
For any three of the Reviews,.
For any four of the Reviews,
For Blackwood's Magazine,
For Blackwood and one Review,
For Blackwood and any lwuol‘lln-l

&1 00 per an,
.70 ¢

.
“

“

Reviews,. ... .ooo0en
For Blackwood and thr

ReVIEWRys o cvvvevrnarsonnnesns dd
For Blackwood and four Reviews, .15 00 *

Single numbers of a Beview, $1; single
numbcers of Blackwood, thirty-five cents,
Postage two cents a number.

CLUBS.

A discount of twenty per centy will be
allowed to clubs of four or more persons.
Thus, four copics ef Blackwood. or of
one Review, will be sent o one add ess for
$12.80. Four copies of the four Reviews
and Blackwood, for $48, and so on. For
clubs of ten or 1ore persons, a copy gratis
to the getter-up of the club, in addition
to the above discount,

“

Premium to New Snbscribers !

New subscribers to any two of the

- above periodicals for 1871, will be en-

titled to receive one o2 the Reviews for 1870.

New subscribers to all the five may re-
ceive any two of the Reviews for 1870.

Advertisements.

Neither premium to subsbribers, nor
discount to clubs can be allowed, unless
the money is remitted divect toithe Pub-
lisher. No premiums can be given to
clubs.

Circulars will further particulars may
be had on application.

THE LEONARD SCOTT PUBLISHING CO,
140 FuroN StrerT, NEW-YORK.

Postmasters and others disposed to

canvas, liberally dealt with,

The Leonrad Scott Publishing Co.
ALSO PUBLISI
THE FARMER'S CUIDE

To Scientlfic and Practical Agricultural.

3y Hesry Steeness, I'. R. 8. Edin-
burgh, and the late P. Norroy, Pro-
f ssor of Scientific Agriculture in Yale
College, New-Haven.

Two vols. Royal octavo. 1600 pages
and numerous engravings. Price, $7; by
mail, post-paid, $8.

CONVERSATIONS
ON THE

Office of Sponsors for Infants

AND THE USE OI' THE

ISICH OF THE CROSS IN BAPTISM. 0
{

By Rev. WM. BELT, M. A, of Oshawa,”

Stitehed 8vo.
Price,—c each; 10 copies, 25, or §2 25 per 100.
Sold by the Church Printing and Publishing
Company, cornér Bay and Melinda Sts., Toronto

#,% The above pamphlet presents tlie more
usual objections,with their an=wers, in a readable
form. and is eminently caleulated for Parish dis-
tribution. As there are only a few hundred
copies remaining on hand, orders should be
transmitted early to the Church Publishing Com-
pany, as above.

Thev Craftsfnaﬁ,

w——AND—
@anadian Fasonic Becond.
PUBLISHED BY

J.J MASON, 33,

HMamilton, Ont.

TERMS, +:ce00+-..+ $LO0 a Year.




WESTON

CHURCH SCHOOL

(INCORPORATED.)

FOUNDED. ...couvarennnnnins 1862.

V.8ITOR :
THE LORD BISHOP OF TORONTO.

‘W ARDEN :
THE REV. W. A, JOHNSON,

MASTERS
Head Maste—The Rev. W. F. Checkley,
A. B, Trinity College, Dublin.
Classical Master—The Rev. W. H. Pri-
deaux, M. A, Oxon.
Mathematical Master—Not yet appointed.
Erench and German—Mr. Stuhlmann (for
14 years Master of Leamington Col-
lege, England).
Drawing—Mr. H. Martin ®
Gymnastics and Fencing—Mr. H. Goodwin.
Music (Piano)—Mrs. Cunningham.
The Warden will assist the Head
Master in Divinity Classes as heretofore.

his school having steadily increased
in public favor, it has been thought ne-
cessary to make a considerable alteration
and enlargement in the Staff of Masters,
and to employ none but men of acknow-
ledged ability and long experience.

To meet the growing public demand,
an EnglishDepartment (including French
and German) has been added, and to this
particular attention will be paid by the
Head Master during the coming year.

A large building has been erected by
the side of the Head Master’s residence,
giving greatly increased accommodation
for school purposes.

The Boarders will reside with the Clas-
sical Master, who' has had great experi-
ence in the management of boys, both
in this country and elsewhere, and also
with ithe Head Master, until other
boarding houses can be provided.

Parents may feel assured that every
attention will be paid both to the health
and comfort of their sons, and also to
their manners and bearing as gentlemen.

The management of the school has
been simplified and the expenses lessened,
especially in the case of junior boys.

‘An enlarged circular will be sent on
application, and any further information
required will be supplied by the Head
Master.

‘Weston, August 17, 1870.

The Leading Machine.

THE LOCKMAN

SEWING MACHINE,

Is now the Leading Machine in
the Dominion of Canada.

This proud position it has attained through

its inherent good qualities. These quali-

ties are—

Simplicity, Elegance,
Durability, Adaptability,

Besides a score more of equal importance.

For particulars, address the Manufac-
turers,

WILSON, BOWMAN & CO.,
Hamilton, Ont.
g&s™ Agents are to be found in all the
principal Towns and Villages of the
Country.

TO ADVERTISERS.

The “ GAZETTE” now offers to busi-
ness people an advertising medium un-
equalled by any newspaper in the province
In August last, the publication of the
Evesise Teueeraps and the Tri-weekly
G azerTE were discontinued, and the Lists
of both these papers added to the already
large circulation of the Daily Edition of
Tae Gazerre. The enlargement and
other improvements made have given it
such increased popularity among all
classes, that to-day Tue GAZETTE enjoys a
much larger circulation than all the other
English morning Dailies in the city com-
bined.

Tag Gazerte is sold in the city by
News-dealers, to whom it is delivered by
first Trains at the principal News Agencies
throughout the Dominion at 10 cents &
week, or $5 a year in advance.

Orders by Mail or otherwise will
receive prompt attention.

T. & R WHITE,
Printers and Publishers,

GazETTE OFFICE, |
Montreal, Dec 6,1871 §
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TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,

Po'rt Hope.

VISITOR :
The Right Reverend the LORD BISHOP

OF TORONTO.

Governing Eody:

The Hon. J. H. Cameron, Q. C, D, C. L,,
Chancellor of the University,

The Rev, the Prevost of Trinity College.

The Rev. J. Ambery, M. A, Professor of
Classics.

The Rev. W. Jones, M. A, Professor of
Mathematics,

The Rev. C. J. 8. Bethune, M. A, Head
Master of the School.

The Venerable A, Palmer, M. A,, Arch-
deacon of Toronto.

The Rev. J. G. Geddes, M. A,

The Hon, G. W. Allan, Scnator,

C. J. Campbell, Esq.

F. W. Cumberland, Esq., M. I, P.

HEAD MASTER :

The Rev. Charles J. S. Bethiune, M. A,
Trinity College, Toronto,

ASSISTANT MASTERS :

The Rev. F. A. Bethune, M. A., Trinity
College, Toronto,

E. H. Harington, B,A., Worcester College,
Oxford,

MaTrox—2Mrs, Marmion,

The aim of the School is to provide—
along with sound religious and moral
training in conformity with the principles
and doctrines of the English Church—the
highest Classical, Mathematical, and
Genceral Education,

The School Grounds, situated in one of
the most picturesque and healthy sites in
Canada, embrace ten acres of land ; and
active measures arc being taken to secure
large addltional accommodation by the
immediate ercction of permanent school
buildings.

Lent Term will commence on Saturday,
January 14th, 1871,

FEES :—One pupil, $200 per annum,
Brothers and Sons of Clergymen, $180.
Application for admission or further

particulars to be made to the Rev, the "

Head Master of the school, at Port Hope ;
or to Professor Ambery, Trinity College,
Toronto, Secretary of the Governing Body.

—~

THE

Works of Bishop Oxenden,

METROPOLITAN OF CANADA.

The Pastoral Office: its Duties,
Privileges and Prospects . ......$1 00
Portraits from the Bible, 2 vols ,each 90

Cottage Readings................ 1 00
Cottage Sermons ........o000une. 75
Parables of our Lord............. 5

Lectures on the Gospels,2 vols ,each 63
Pathway of Safety, or Counsel to the

Awakened .....0000000. soswens B 63

Christian Life, large type......... 63

Our Church and her Services,..,,. 63

Family Prayers, four weeks ....... 63

« one week, paper.. 10

“ “ cl, limp, 15

cl, extra 20

RELVRLE PYRYOIS .. ;1 isvas i ivanes a8

o “

Decision.. ....o0000s Be L Ensan g bnie 40
Words of Peace, or Blessings and
Trials of Sickness ......... T
Home Beyond, or Happy Old Age . 40
Fervent Prader...coeoceeevss Sk 40
God’s Message to the Poor,,.... o | 40
BOPY Of MULH . haiessns onenns 40
Laboring Man's Book ......c00... 40
Plain Historyof the Christian Church 25
Baptism Simply Explained ....... 25
Lovdn Bubpey <8 el L v 25

Earnest Communicant— Course of

Preparation for the Lord’s Table. 25

Do. Morocco 1 00

Great Truths in very PlainLanguage 25
Confirmation, or are you ready to

Serve Christ . ...v.ovivioes senve 208

Do. cloth limp ....... AR

Any of the above sent, postage prepaid,
on receipt of the price.
E A. TAYLOR & CO,,
Loxpox, OxT.

PHRENOLOGICAL

Fournal and Life Fllustrated

For 1871,

Devoted to Ethnology, Physiology,
Phrenology, Psychology, Education, Art,
Science, Literature, and all measures cal-
culated to reform, improve, and elevate
mankind, physically, mentally, and spirit-

ually,
8. R. WELLS, Editor.

Trrms—Monthly,’$3.00 a year. Single
numbers, 30 cents,

Address S. R. WELLS, 389,
Broadway, New York.




