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"PREFACE.

. : - +
"THE collection ofy notes for the life story of “A Veteran

of 1812 ” was -sfiggested to me some three years ago by

the enquiries of Mr. Edwards, late editor of the Dominion -
Jllustrated, WO was then anxious to devote a portion of

the columns $f that paper to the fecord of men who had

been more oy fless prominent in Canadian history.

.1 began With a handful of private letters, a brief . epx-
tome .of - hisy semces, and the cherished recollections of my
_childhood—{-stories, told us in the nursery, of the soldier
and his eafrly life in Canada. .After spending some months
in Irel:m v131t1ng what-my friends ealled, ¢ the cradle oﬁ
the race,] I devoted long hours to patient reséarch in’the -

~ Archive f at Ottawa; and with the kind help of friends -
who hafl valued FitzGibbon’s correspondence suiﬁclently _
to pres brve his letterg F hawe not only been enabled to -
verify these early trfitions, but have accumulated ‘suffi-_
cient fnaterial to put together a fairly consecutlvq __f)“io-_ .
graph “of a man who lived through one of the most
intere tmg periods of our history. '

He¢ was one whose personality was suﬁiclently pro- _
Hounbed, and whose courage, integrity and singlenéss of
purppbse were strong/ enough to leave an impression on
hls fime. “One,” to quéte from a letter addressed to Lord
Stanley, then Secretary for the Colonies (July 2nd, 1842),

“«
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by Sir Augustus d’Este, “'whose happy destiny it was to
have the opportunity of rendering important services,to
his adopted country, which services will cause his name to
be remembered with respect and admiration by the loyal
inhabitants of Upper Canada as long as devotion to the
parent state, manly valor and clear-sighted intelligence
are admitted to be entitled to places in the cataloo‘ue of
estimable qualities.”

The fac-simile of FitzGibbon’s handwntmv given on the
pageé facing the frontispiece is: taken from a postscript to
one of his many letters to his young nephew Gerald
- FitzGibbon. | -

Whether the sentiment it expresses is original or from
one' or other«of his favorite authors, I have no means of
ascertaining. It is, however, soindicative of his life and
character, so evidently one of which he had proved the
value, that it. is worth preserving and reproducing as the
text of his faith.

My thanks are due to the Right Honorable Gerald Fitz-
Gibbon, Lord Justice of the Court of Appeal in Ireland ;
to D. B. Read; Esq., Q.C., author of the “Lives of the
J udges, and other works; to Ernest, Cruikshank, Esq.,

author -of ““Butler's Rangers,” the “Battle of the Beech- .

woods,” etc., etc.; to E. B. Big ggar, Esq., whose olraphic

--account of the battle of Stony Creek led to my applying

to him; to Charles- Lindsey, Esq., William Lyon Mac-
kenmes able biographer; and to J. H. Pand, Esq., the
- secretary of the Wentworth - H1stonca.l Society, for the

kindly assistance they -have given me, either personally or
" through their works, in a.ccomphshmg the « la.bor of love”
1 ha.ve nnderta.ken

o
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I am inde'bted aiso to J. Ros;s Robertson, Esq.,. the
enthusiastic Past Grand Master of the Freemasons of

Ontano, for much of that portion of the book relating to

FitzGibbon’s life as a Mason; also to the kindness of
Murray Jarvis, Esq., of Ottawa, for ‘valuable- extracts
from unedited lettexrs now in his possession, as well as to
“many friends and well-wishers for aid and encouragement
in prosecuting the researches necessary in order to find

what one of them aptly deswna.ted “the hinges of my

narrative.” :

If, owing to inferior workmanship, these « hmo'es
creak, may I hope that an:indulgent public will, in then'
interest in the man, overlook the faults of his blographer

For the rest, I may add that T have had “the book
published in -Canada rather than in Engla.nd, preferring

it should first see the light in the city whose loyalty and’

homes he had guarded with so jealoussan arm in life, and
to which his last conscious thoughts ‘turned in the hour
of death. .t

ToroxTo, May 24th, 1894. ‘
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A VETEFAN OF 1812.- -
) 1 Lo

A/CHAPTER 1.

 th#16th of Nove'mbertﬂl78.0,' in the little.
#llage on ‘the -south bank of the Shannon .
_#2% immortalized by Gerald ‘Griffin’s graphic pen. =
b nd the sad story of the Colleen Bawn,* was born L
the lad, whose after life was<destined to be more SN
eventful than generally falls to a soldier’s lot. B o
* The square stone house, then forming./ghree sides of
a’paved court-yard, is now a heap of ruins. Ivy -
drapes the roofless walls; the barred deorway through .
which the faithful Danny-man went in and out about
. his work- attending to his master’s horses, is gone; a
pile of loose stones and weed-choked crevices alone
mark the spot, but the little brook still winds its way
“in tiny leaps and bounds down the steep hillside—
- still ripples-over-its stony-bed; widening as it reaches
- the foot of the old grey tower of the ruined castle of -
the Knights of Glin, and under the high-arched bridge

‘ *Colleen Bawn, a dramatic adaptation of Gerald Griffin’s novel,
- ‘“The Collegians.” A T :
1
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to the broad river below, as mernly at the end of the
‘nineteenth as during the latter years of the eighteenth
/ In Z)me of the ianulv letters extant James Fitz- . §
. Gibbon’s descent is spoken of as® being in the direct '
: line from the White Knight, but I have no positive
. knowledge of the family tiee beyond the three pre-
' ceding generations. = At the. time of his birth, the
* E‘Property held by his father was little more than the
$mall freehold and the old stone farm-house at Glin.
His father and grandfather, both Geralds, were
rood classical scholars, and though James * early
_Tecollections of - his childhood are of the village school
vhere Ned FitzGerald dispensed learning to the lads .
-bf the village and neighboring district, his education
was not by any means entirely dependent upon that
pedagogue. James owed much to his maternal grand-
'inother who must have been a superior woman,
much looked up to, loved and honored by her sons. .
His mother was a Wyndham a name well known in
acobite annals in-the ’45. In after years, when a
member "of the Highland Society, James often, de-
¢lared his claim to election should be derived from
his maternal grandfather’s connection with the true .-
. men” of that day, he havmg only escaped : attainder
and oss of property through arriving too late to take—“
p£r€ in the battle of Culloden.
* | James was ‘the second son. "Of hlS elder brother,
Jbhn, we hear little. -He died unmarried at the age
‘of nineteen. The third son, Gerald, afterwards was
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the well-known Irish Master in -Chan_ceryf;and father
of the present Lord, Justice FitzGibbon. T;homqs and
Henry, the latter father of the present Judge and
Recorder. of Belfast, and three sisters. These made
" up the home-cirele at Glin., ’ o _

Gerald Griffin drew his character of Danny-man in

t “The Collegians” from the hunch-backed ’stable-l;oy -

at the stone house, and that of Lowry Looby from
another of the family retainers, who followed their
| fortunes when they moved to Prospect Lodge, near
Limerick. . o
“The earliest recollection of my childhood,” writes
James, “was that of a bird being brought me-by one -
of the laboring men. The eagerness with which I
| grasped it, my delight ig the bright eye and beautiful
plumage, made a lasting impression, never forgotten
in after life. Again, sometime later—one of those
landmarks of childhood’s memories, whick stand out
like mile-stones by the,roadside—ogle of the men took
j me with him in his cart to a distant farm. The way
lay over a neighboring hill. Turning to look behind
me as we reached the summit, I was filled with sur-
Prise and awe at the vast extent of land and water
spread so far below me. It was'a mild, beautiful, but

hills beyond, melting, as it were, into the soft grey
sky, roused a hitherto unknown sensation. I felt as

if my body and spirit weré alike swelling into a vast . .

magnitude. The delight of perception, the sense of.
the beautiful, the dawning knowledge of the greatness

,s’l‘;"\ . P

[

oz

cloudy autumn day. - The broad Shannon: the distant
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and grandeur of nature, and the dimly conscious,
although unrealized, sense of the"spirit to feel it, was
_ a revelation to me. :
“The first book I ever read and which forms my
only recollection of my first reading, was the ‘History
of Troy’s Destruction’ I yet well remember the
difficulty in understanding the first few pages. I
read, or rather spelled, it over and over, until I be-
lieved I understood it. It was a small volume of nos,
more than forty or fifty pages. T had no other book
except my spelling book, and I read it again and
again. It contained four prints, of Agamemnon, |
Achilles, Hector, and Penthesilia, to me objects of 3
great wonder and admiration. I found incidents.in
it at the second perusal which, in my ignorance, I
thought had, by some miracle, been insérted since my
first reading. I kept my little book hidden away
from others, ard read it to pieces unaided by any -
‘explanations. .
~ “In those days the only books sold in the village
shops beside the ‘Primer Spelling Book’ and the
‘Child’s New Plaything,” were such as ‘The Seven Wise
Masters of Greece,’ ‘The Seven Champmns of Christen-
dom, ‘The History of the White nght’\‘l)amsmus
~~ ~and Parismenus;“The Arabian Nights’ Entertainment,” |
" and a few others of the like character. I soon ga.med
the reputation of being the greatest reader in the
school.-, I found a new world opening before me, and
looked with avidity for a new book. . The boys from
the neighboring farms and mountains came to me to |
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help them to select one whenever they had the money
to purchase it, and I, with childish wisdom, invariakly
chose one hitherto unknown to me, that I might
borrow and read it, too. Thus in time I read every
book brought into-the school or possessed- by my com-
panions, often incurring the schoolmaster’s displeasure o
by absenting myself from school to lie under the -
hedge and read a tale so absorbing as to render me
forgetful of all else. = = L

“At eleven years of age, I was taken from school to .
help my father and'elder brother on the farm and in

- carrying on a small branch of the linen manufacture.

I read the ‘ History of Telemachus, by candle light
during the long winter evenings, my father pointing
out to me the derivations of the words, and rousing
an intense interest in the connectien- ﬁ tween the -
Latin and English languages and my firs attempts
at the construction of sentences. I-used to save and
hoard the candle ends that I might pursue my
unaided studies when the household were asleep.”

James was as fond of out-door life as other boys.
He always retained -an affection’ for the yellow -wall-

t flower, as it reminded him of the bright blossoms he
had climbed the old stone tower of Glin to gather
.When little more than. a.baby.. He describes, with-a - !
keen sense of pleasure in the excitement, his delight

 in his first salmon. N ) :

- “I.was paddling barefoot in the brook which ran =

| down through the meadows- and round the foot of

the castle, when I spied # fine sahhpn lurking under -

re
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a big stone. . To climb down round the boulder and
make a grab at him was the work of a moment. I
did not catch him, but the startled leap he gave cast
him at the weny edge of the brook; I flung myself

- bodily upon hiriand caught him by the gills. After

a hard fight I dragged him up on the bank, gaffed
him with a rusty old knife, and carried him home in
triumph. I have no recollection of his weight, but
remember his length was more than'I could lift from
the ground—although I was a tall boy for eight years
——-but trailed his shining body along the grass.” .-

© Of his early religious impressions the first mentlo&nk—" .

among his papers shows, also, the dawning reasoning

faculties and clear judgment Whlch were afterwards.
“One day, while Workmg in the field, my attention
was drawn to the. conversation between the hired
laborers on the subject of the Protestants and Enghsh-
men and -their religion. .
- “T already knew that Protestants and Enghshmen
were disliked, nay, hated, as the Irish had but one

‘word in their language to express either. I knew no

Protestants (all in the village were Roman Catholics),
and I knew that, could they do so with impunity,

_ few among these men would hésnta,te to take the hfe
‘of a Protestant. o

oo Why do you ‘hate the Protestants 2’ I asked.

“¢ Because they are heretics and go to hell’
“To this reply I made no answer, but thought,

ot Surely you ought rather to plty them—blame them'

—~
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—for being such fools as to live in this world for

seventy-five years as Protestants only to be sent to
hell for seventy-five million’

- «My mind dwelt Tong on what I thought was the
unaccountable insensibility of these Protestants. In
-those days, about. the year 1790, the judges going to

" the circuit were escorted and guarded by a troop of -

mounted men bearmg halberds and pikes. A trum-
peter rode in advance, and upon approa,chmg a v1llage ‘
sounded his trumpet

“This procession was {0 us boys a splendid spectacle
. and looked for every half year with lively anticipa- -
tion. When I learned that these judges were Protes- |
tants, my surprise was great. That men so wise as
‘they must be could so disregard their futute salvation
for any present wealth or power seemed incredible,
and ‘the infofmation that the king, who in my childish
“faith, must of necessity be the wisest man living, was
| also-a Protestant, filled me with amazement. It Was
- about’ this period that I read for the first time the
parable of .the gdod Samaritan; and, though ignorant
that the Jews hated the Samaritans, the conviction
was impressed upon me that the Catholics were
wrong, and by hating their nelghbors were not fol- -
lowing the teacﬁ’mg of our Saviour. This was the

first doubt raised in my mind of the 1nfa.lhb1hty of_ o

| my teachers.”

« The boy’s anxiety for new books had by cha,nce put
him in brief possession of a New Testament. He
purchased it from a travelling pedlar, who probably

-8 "
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,Lwas soon absorbed in the wonderful story. 3
Here he was discovered by the parish priest, who, 1
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‘was very glad to find a customer for such unsalable

stock in that part of the world. '
~ James crept under, the hedge with his treasure, and

-

spying the boy and curious to know what study he
was so deeply immersed in, accosted him: Unfortu-

_nately I cannot find any detailed accou® of the dis-
" cussion between them over the right of ),he pansh10ner~

as well as the priest to the privilege of reading the
Bible for themselves, but I have heard those who had  §
the story from FitzGibbon' say, that « he got the best - §
of the priest in the argument,’ “but the priest got the
better of. the boy in 'size, for the Testament was
forcibly confiscated, buit what he had read was in-,
delibly fixed in his memory.” ' :
Some ‘years afterwards, about 1795 or 1796 the
people of Ireland were called to arms and formed _§
into yeomanry corps to defend the <country agalnst N
the threatened invasion of France. '
« My father enrolled his -own, his ‘eldest son’s and
my name, although 1 was only fifteen. With the
military bias already given to my mind by my early
reading, this excited me very much. On entering the :
corps each had to take the oath of alleglance part of
which contained the following words: ‘And I do |
further swear that I do not believe that any Pope,
Priest or Bishop has power to forgive sins.’
- “My father, my brother and I took the oath with-
out hesitation, as did many others, but many refused.
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“On the following Sunday the priest proclaimed .-
from the altar that all might take the oath, as it was -
‘only upon condition of confession ard repentance
" that the priest could absolve the sinner. .

.~ “Some time after the yeomanry corps were raised,
the French fleet, with a large land force on board in-
tended for the invasion of Ireland, anchored in Bantry
Bay. Troops were sent, for the first time in the cen-
tury, into that remote part of Ireland, and the first
‘ regiment that appeared in our village was the Devon
~ and Cornwall Fencibles. We had thus an opportunity
- of encountering the ‘hated Englishmen’-—hated to the
extent of a proverb, of which the literal translation
is, ‘An Englishman is not more hateful to me than
thou art.’ ) - . _ .
. “ A sergeant and two privates presented their billet
at my father’s door and were admitted, not only
rooms but meals also being provided for them. Their
quiet behavior, their gratitude for my father’s kind-
ness and hospitality, astonished me. Could these be
the dreaded Englishmen? My former fea,rs were -
changed into admiration. ‘

“The sergeant often speﬁt an hour. or two.in the

evening drilling us boys in the old stone-paved -

kitchen, and my mlhtary ambition and desire to be -
one day a‘soldier was fanned into a flame. :

“A storm driving the French fleet to sea agam it
was feared their coming- to Bantry Bay was but a
feint to draw off our troops from the north, where
they meant to land. Wlthout opposmon




-friendship and liking; no one of our own militia

join his regiment, and we were without a teacher.

to Whose ‘active. exertloné we were indebted for the

18 ' A VETERAN OF 1812

“In the uncertainty the troops were marched and
céunter-marched from one place to another, and the
Fencibles. offen again passed through or were quar-
tered in our village. Our former hatred became

regiments were greater favorites with us than these
English soldiers.

“ About this time the corporal who drilled the yeo- '
manry corps to which I belonged, was ordered to ]

Our captain, the Knight of Glin, who had hitherto . j
been in England, returned soon after tRe corporal’s
departure. The first time he inspected us In the field,
he attempted to put us through our exercies. He
gave orders of which we knew nothing. Nof having
learned the new system ordered for the instryction of §
the army in 1792, he was followmg the one/acquired

jon and swore
, that if he had

disorder. ' He ﬁew*into a violent p
roundly at us, declaring, with an oa

nes with his sabre.
‘and just magistrate,
peace of the surrounding country during the rebellion }
of 1798, the knight was yet a hot-tempered ‘man,

whose rage sometimes-found expression in hard blows -
as well as in words. His- language was so offensive
on this occasion that, unable to endure it longer I

E d
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'stepped' out from the ranks and said : ¢ The men are
. not to blame, sir. You are giving us words of com-
‘ mand we have never heard. The man’ who drilled us
was a good teacher, and were he here, he could make
us appear to_greater advantage.’ ‘
“For a moment I thought my bold words would
 bring the knight’s wrath upon my head, but, reflect-
" ing that my father was a freeholder and no man’s

-tenant,-though—inwardly quaking I stood my ground.
“After a pause, probably of astonishment at my
daring, he asked if.there was anyone there who
could put.the men through their exercises. Upen
| my replying that I did not know, he asked me to
show him what they. could do. I did the best I could,
and the men did well. He then desired me to go on
drilling them until he could procure another instructor
| from the army. A sergeant and twenty men were soon’
after added to the corps, and, on returning from my
work some days later, I found a sergeant’s pike,
sword and sash sent to me with an order appointing
me sergeant. Thus was I, at the age of seventeen,
promoted over my father and elder brother. What
‘wonder that my boyish enthusiasm was greatly in-
creased by s,g_(_:_l_l_;u_ne_xpec.tedliionor e e
In 1798, the first Lieutenant of the corps obtained .
& company in the Tarbert Fencibles, then being raised -
by Sir Edward Leslie, and James was easily per-
suaded to join him; an additional inducement being -
offered in the promised appointment of .pay-sergeant
to the company: - :
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The Tarbert Fencibles were soon afterwards sent to
England to do garrison duty in the room of the
regulars required in Holland. " ‘

Before leaving home reiterated promises-were ex-

" torted, both from the boy and his captain, that he
“should not, on any account, be induced or permitted
to enlist for active service abroad. His mother’s
fears, prompted- by the boy’s well-known bias, took
this precaution to ensure his return before she would 3
consent to his departure. Much, however, as the lad “
loved soldiering, there was a stronger deterrent to his :
taking the Queen’s shilling than even his mother’s
fears or his captain’s promise to~bring him back in
safety to his native village.

Corporal punishment was at that time inflicted in
the army for the most trifling offences, and the reports |
of the sufferings of the men under it had so excited
his indignation that FitzGibbon believed no persua-- §
sions eould ever induce him to put himself voluntarily
in a position to run the risk of incurring such degra-
dation. ' -
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THE TARBERT FENCIBLES.

_CHAPTER II.

AN the 9th of June, 1799, Magor-General White-
S~ lock arrived at Poole, in Dorsetshire, where
‘the Tarbert Fencibles were then quartered,
authorized to recruit non-commissioned officers and
men from its ranks for active service in the. army -
awaiting embarkation for the invasion of Holland.

Before leaving his quarters, FitzGibbon received a
hasty visit from Cagtain Creagh. He came to remind
him once more of the many promises he had made to
bring him back to Ireland, and added, “If you are
firm in your refusal to volunteer for active service, .
I'll take you with me to Ireland, where I hear I’m to
be sent shortly on recrultmg duty.”

FitzGibbon assured him ‘he had no intention or -
§ desire to volunteer, so he might make his mind easy
on that score.

An hour‘afterwa,rds the sergeants were para.ded in
the barrack?® \ to. be addressed by the general.
He Sboke at considerable length, saying, among other
thmgs, that “as’the enemy would not come to fight
us, it was determined by the Government that we
should go and fight them ;” that he “was quite confi- -
dent we would rather go and fight for our king and .
country-than remain at home Wa,lkmg the streets of
Poole with powdered heads ;” and; in short, that he
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/
/

' “expected to see us in a few months’ time up to our - ]
knees in French blo
Little as he knew of the world, this speech sounded
an extravagant one to FitzGibbon. -His position
placed him directly opposite to where the general
stood. His evident interest attracted that officer’s
attention, and he repeatedly addressed him directly,
asking if he understood what he said ?
The sergeants were then dismissed to join their
companies. ’ .
After parade the regiment was formed into a hollow
square, when the general addressed the men, much in
the same strain as he had used with the sergeants,
desiring those who wished to volunteer to step out of
their ranks into the centre; and going from company
- to company he urged the men individually to do so.
Upon reaching FitzGibbon’s, he expressed surprise at
seeing him still in the ranks.
“I thought you would be one of the first to vol-
unteer.”

“I am determmed not to volunteer, sir, rephed tlfe
. _soldier.

“ And why should a young man of yourappearance
not seize so glonous an opportunity of pushing hls
“fortunes in the service of his king and country ?”

* - «Because, sir, I am not willing to spend all my life '
a8 a private soldier, nor as a non-commissioned officer,
and from the little I have seen of the army, I have no

hope- of obta.mmg a commlssmn without money or
~ frien

~
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“Can you write ?” asked the general.

“Certainly he can, very well,” answered Captain
Creagh for him, and added some kindly - expressions
commending the lad’s dlhgence and knowledge of his
drill. -

“Why, then,” sald the general, “I will be the ﬁrst
to recommend you.”

“You will not, sir, rephed the boy, with youthful
conviction as well as priggishness, “ venture to recom-

mend me ‘until you know if I be qualified to hold a
| commission, which I.am now convinced I‘at{n not.”
j - “All this,” replied the general, “only tends to

convince me that you are, or very soon will be.”
| But FitzGibbon was still determined. The general
turned and went along the ranks, urging the men.
At length in answer to his representations of the
many advantages to be derived from active sérvice, a
8 number replied that if FitzGibbon Would volunteer
they would.

“What was I to do?” FitzGibbon often asked. when

telling the story in after years. “I must either forget =~

my promises, my fears, silence my doubts, or -brand
myself forever a coward, not only in the eyes of my
comrades but in my own.”

- -He assented, and carried forty men with h1m mto

the ranks of the English army:
The step was taken and could ‘not be retraced, but
with a mentally registered vow that if it should ever .
be his fate to incur a sentence to the infliction of the

.t
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" lash, justly or unjustly, he would ﬁake his own life
‘rather thap suffer such degradation.
FitzGibbon joined the army under Sir Ralph Aber-

crombie, then encamped on Barehain Downs, and on .

August 6th, 1799, he was draughted into the 49th,
with the rank of sergeant. On the following morning
they were marched to the coast, and embarked at the
neighboring seaport. - . “

The fleet with the transports put to sea on the
12th. Bad weather prevented the vessels approach-
* ing the coast of Holland until the 26th, when they
anchored near the Helder. The troops were landed
on the 27th, but here we may quote FitzGibbon’s
own words:

“The flat- boats in which we were sent from the
transports moved off for the shore in the grey light §
of early day. Our mortar ships had been throwing
bombs to the shore for a short time before. The |
‘distance, however, was so ¢onsiderable that I did ot
think they could do much execution. My early
. studies in Greek and Roman history had given me
an exaggerated idea of heroism, bravery and battle,
and I fully expected to find the French battalions
drawn up in battle array upon. the beach, rady to
~ greet us with a volley the moment we were. within--
range, and, as'our boats touched the shore, to oppose
our landing in~a- fierce hand:ito-hand conflict. -

. “As 'we approached, and the light increased, I could
"see five dark lines to our right, moving down upon
us, as I expected, to oppose our landing, but upon
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‘nearer approach I could distinguish their scarlet uni-
forms. They were in fact the five British regiments
landed some distance to our right, and which as-yet
had met with no resistance.  Were the French so
deficient in courage, I wondered, as not to make the
most of such evident advantages?

“The low line of sand-hills opposite our la,ndmcr'
place was lined with troops A volley was fired upon
us as we jumped ashore. The.regiments already
landed charged up the hill and drove the enemy back
at the point of the bayonet, while we landed without
further molestation.

“After fifty years of life, -and having had some
experience of warfare, I am convinced my boyish,
opinion was the correct one. Had the enemy realized
my expectation and opposed our landing in earnest,
the boats must-have been destroyed or captured. To
know the value or force of fear upon the human mind
 is one of the most important qualifications for a
commander to possess, second only to the power of
banishing fear from his own ranks and driving it
before him into the ranks of the enemy. The officer
who has not this power will never be dlstinguished

from the herd of ordinary men, and shoult_i never ber

entrusted-with a separate command.”
. “The brigade to. which I belonged, Sir John Moore’s,
was marched to the-left, towards the Helder, where

e found no enemy. All the. fighting was on our

ight, where our men drove the enemy back into the
ountry i .
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There is a.gap here in FitzGibbon’s narrative from
August 27th to October 2nd. During that period the
Duke of York had joined the army and assumed the
command.

- “Long before day on the morning of the 20d of
October, thé Russian and British forces advanced to
“attack the French posted in the sand-hills on the
-coast near Egmont-op-Zee. The column to which the
49th belonged advanced along the beach, having the
- sand-hills to the right, the rolling sea in closesprox-
imity on our left. About eight o’clock the advance
- commenced skirmishing, and the column was halted.:
Several of the officers ran up a few paces on the sides
of the hills fo snatch a view of our troops on the
level beach. I followed their example. Eighteen
thousand men were on the plain before me. The
long lines of eavalry and artillery deploying to their
several positions, the life and stir of coming battle
surprised and filled me with delight. I had dreamed
of deeds of bravery; of fierce single combats, but now
that the battle was imminent, I was surprised to find
that I was not nearly so brave as I had imagined

- myself.

“The first man I saw killed was a fine handsome

_ _young_ensign, a_lieutenant-of grenadlers ‘who had

volunteered from the South Middlesex militia to the
* line, stﬂl-weanng the uniform -of his late regiment.
‘He carried one of the regimental colors, and was one’
of the finest-looking men I had ever seen. I stood

_ for a'moment to look upon him as he fell, and thought
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sadly of the young wife he had left to mourn his -

untimely end. - It -was but a moment. I had to run
on to keep pace with my company and find myself in
the midst of a great battle. I was a supernumerary
sergeant; I had no definite duties or position, nothing
to do but look about me. My preconceived ideas of
the discipline of the regular army were soon dissi-
-pated: The nature of the ground, the confusion and
apparent hastiness of the officers served to cause
disorder, and I thought, ¢Surely the French must be
better soldiers than we are.””

FitzGibbon had eVIdently mentloned Colonel Brock
in the missing leaf of his reminiscences, as the follow-
ing paragraph. indicates:

“ After the deployment of the 49th on the sand-
hills, T saw no more of Lieut.-Colonel Brock, being .-
separated from him with that part of the régiment-
detached. under Lieut.-Colonel Sheaffe. Soon after

. v
we commenced firing upon the enemy, and at inter-
va,ls rushing from one line of sand-hills to "another

" behind which the soldiers were made to shelter .
themselves and fire over their summits—I saw, at
some distance to my-right, Savery Brock, the pay-

master, passing from the top of one, sand—hlll to
_another, -directing -and- encouraging the men. He - -

alone kept contmua.lly on the tops of the hills during
the firing, and at every advance from' one range to

another he led the men, and again was seen aboveé the

others. Not doubting but that great numbers of thé
French soldiers would be contmua]ly firing at hlm—‘a,

~
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large man so exposed—I watched from moment to
moment to see him fall, but for about two hours
while in my view he re{nalned untouched.

“After witnessing Savery Brock’s conduct, I deter-
mined to be the first to advance every time at the
“head of thoseé around me, and I soon saw that of

those who were most prompt to follow me, fewer. fell - .-

by the enemy’s fire than I witnessed falling of those
more in ‘our rear.

«“ Still we advanced, and the French retreated  from

one range of sand-hills to the next. ~About five - -

~o'clock I was well on in advance, when, on the oppo-
~ site side of a valley facing us, we saw dragoons in
green advancing toward us. Believing them to be
Russians ‘who were moving against the enemy on the
other side of the hills, a cry was raised to ‘cease.
firing.” The moment the cry was obeyed, a body of
French infantry issued from a copse in the valley
and charged up the hill toward us: We opéned fire
. instantly, but irstead of retreating they advariced,

their officers waving their hats and swords as if.
desirous of holding a parley with us. Upon this
someone cried they were Dutch troops who' wished
to join us as three battalions had done a few days
_ before. Again we ceased firing: Our officers ad- |
vanced to meet theirs. While we waited I formed

the men, about a hundred in all. Presently one of-
my men, without orders, presented his musket:- I
tossed it up with my pike, and declared I ¢ "would’
shewt any.a man -who dared to fire without orders,
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Athen,\turniﬁg to learn the'cause of the man’s action,
I saw five of the enemy approaching. Believing they
meant to surrender, I went to meet them ; I disarmed

two, throwing their muskets on the ground, but in a '’

moment my pike was wrenched from my hold and I
was seized by the: collar. Struggling to free myself,
I found two bayonets at my.back. My men fired.
The Frenchman at my right fell, but in an instant I

was dragged over the hill. There they, halted and -
" searched me. One drew my sword.and threw 1t far .
from me with an oath. Another took my sash and .

“wound it around his own waist.” Two contended for

‘my great coat and nearly dislocated my shoulders in °

their struggle for it. . Then my coat and waistcoat

were pulled off in order that they might get at my -

shirts, a flannel and a linen one, for I never could
endure the flannel next my skin. They had the
flannel one when a dragoon galloped up, snatched

my waistcoat from the infantry and drove them: off. -

Possessing elf of what money was left in Fhe -
pocket, he ﬂun it back:to me and bade me dress

L

myself. He then'gave me in' charge of another dea:-

- goon, who seized my left wrist in his right'hand and™~

trotted down the h111 to Where the drag_oons were- -
_ drawn _up.- - e

“ All -this could not -have occupled more; than three
or four minutes. While my captor trotted down the

slope, we were met ‘by «another dragoon who, as he -

passed me, brought -up the hilt of his sword to. his
ear and gave pomt at me. Fortunately I hag learned

Pad _5“_;.
< ’—
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the sword exercise and was able to parry his thrust.
He rode on as if indifferent whether he hit me or not.
The man who held me swore roundly at-him, and
instead of ascending the hill turned sharply to the
left, and followed the valley until we were quite in
the rear of the French lines. He then released me,
from his hold. '

“If T had had extravagant 1deas of the glorles to be
‘won in battle, I hdd also of the fate of prisoners of
war. I had.recently read the memoirs of Baron
Trenck, and expected nothing ‘less than conﬁnement
in a dungeon with sixty pounds of iron about my
neck and limbs.

“The approach of another pmsoner an old sergeant .

of the 49th “‘who had seen service in the West Indies,

was a reljef to my mind. We soon after entered a
“*wood, where the dragoon ordered us to-be searched.
Alas, my fine linen shirt pleased him, and I was
ordered to give it up. When I hesitated my fellow-
. prisoner advised me to obey, adding, “A soldier of
the 92nd, who was taken with me, refused to give up
his cant¢en and a murderous Frenchman shot him .
through the back.” - .
___“The dragoon gave me a shirt from his saddle-bag-
in exchange. It was coarse as a barrack sheet and
nearly worn out. - It Was, however, clean from the
wash, and had ruffles to the wristbands as well as the
usual frill to the front. I remembered a song my
~grandfather used to sing for me of ‘ French ruffles
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and rags’ Now was I possessed of some to my no
small discomfort and mortification. he
 “While the exchange of garments was bemg made,
+ Lieutenant Philpott and some grenadiers of the 35th
were “brought in. He stopped and asked me why
they stripped me. Before I could reply, a. French
soldier struck him a blow from behind with the butt
of his musket that made him stagger forward several
paces before he could recover himself.

“We were marched into Alkmaar' and put 1nto a -
" church, where I slept on the flags from six till eight -
o’clock, when we were awakeped, hurried out.into the
btreet and marched off under an escort.

“I supposed we were to be lodged in some pnsOn in
“the town, but to my surprise we soon left it behind
" us. Exhausted from fatigue, I dreaded a long night
.- march. The dragoons of the escort frequently pushed
‘their horses upon us. One of them plunged in among
us, his horse” dashing the man walking beside me to
the ground, and striking me a violent blow in the side
with his foot. To escape .this danger I pushed on to
the front and strained every nerve to-keep in the
advance. - We were marched without halting to Bever-
. w1ck a distance of eighteen miles.

~“This was the'most distressing mght of my Jife. T . .

had already suffered so much from fatlgue during
- our marches and countermarches since our landmg at
the Helder, as to make . my life a burden to me. Fif-
teen days later we reached Valenmennes five officers
-and one hundred and seven mien.” (See Appendix L)
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- During this and the few weeks that intervened
before ‘the exchange of prisoners was effected, Fitz-
Gibbon was not idle. He seized every opportunity
within his reach of conversing with his. French
captors, and learning as much of their language as
possible. : '

Among some odd scraps of letters and manuscripts,
I find the following anecdote :

“The exchanged prisoners of war were ‘landed at
~ Ramsgate from Flushing, in January, 1800. On the
march to Beccles and Bungaye, where the 49th were

‘then stationed, I was sent forward to have the blllets
-ready for dehvery to the men at the end of each day’s
march. Ot entering the inn at Witham, hear Col-
chester, a gentleman standing at the door asked me if
I did not belong to the 49th? Upon my replying
that I did he said:

““Why then are you in such.a ragged and stamed-
dress ?’

“¢T am returning from French prison, sir, I rephed

“¢Come in, come in here he said, and immediately -

ordered the waiter to bring breakfast and a glass of
. brandy for me. He was surprised when I declined
the latter, as I never drank it. '
““What, a soldier and not drink brandy 2 Well, well,
I am very glad of it; and now, where were you taken
prisoner ?’
“<At Egmont-op-Zee I replied. Then to my sur-
prise he asked a number of questions as to ‘the
*behaviour of certain of the officers in that battle.
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« Ignorant of vxhd my questioner might be, I could
only reply falthfully as to what I had seen and knew,
and unconsciously was able to remove the odium of
cowardice from at ( least one to whom it had been’
imputed. I learned later that my interrogator was
the surgeon of the 49th. He shook hands with me,
and bade me take cﬁre of myself and I would rise to
be a general officer./ J I was not very sanguine of that,
but they were - kmdly words to cheer on the hopes
and ambition of a lad who loved his profession.”

In the summer of 1800 the regiment was sent to
Jersey. During the senjor Lieut.-Colonel’s absence
on leave, the second assumed the command. Of this
officer’s ability, FitzGibbon speaks highly.

“ He was the best teacher I ever knew, but he was
also a martinet and a great scold. His offensive
language often marred his best efforts. The latitude
taken at.drill in those days was very great and very -
injurious to the service. The late Duke of York saw
this, and by appropriate regulatlons greatly abated
the use of offensive- ‘language.

“To such a state-of feeling was the regiment worked
up by this man’s scolding, that upon the return of

the senior officer,* his first appearance on the parade ~
~ was greeted by three hearty cheers from the men.

This outbreak of welcome was promptly rebuked by
the returned 'colonel and the men confined to barracks
for a week.”

FltzGlbbon does. not name elther of these officers,

* Colonel (afterwards Sir Isaac) Brock.

\
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adding only: “I might record the future career. of
the two men, but will only say that they were not
on the same level. The history of. the one officer
who won the affection and respect of his men by
kind though ﬁrm discipline bears the higher military
reputation.”

While the regiment was in J ersey, several recruiting
parties were sent from it to England. With one of
these FitzGibbon was ordered to Winchester. The
party consisted of a captain, two sergeants, a corporal
and drummer. The captain appointed, being on leave,
was to join the party later from London.

Before embarking, and without- FltzGlbbon’s%nowv}-
edge, his fellow-sergeant drew the month’s pay for
- the corporal and drummer, went out of barracks, and
' either gambled or, as he said, lost it, by having his
* pocket picked. For this he was tried and sentenced
to be put under stoppages as a private until the .
amount was refinded.  Notwithstanding, before
going on board the Rowcliffe sloop for Portsmouth,
the man again drew the month’s pay, and soon after*
‘their arrival in Winchester, lost or spent the money.. -
The captain had not yet joined them, and upon pay-
day FitzGibbon’s duty would be to report the case to .
the regimental headquarters. ‘This would inevitably:-
““result in the reduction of the sergeant to the ranks,.
or. possibly- the infliction and degradation of the
lash. The man was of i'especta.ble parentage, in edu-
cation’ equal if not superior to FitzGibbon, and his
pleasing, gentlemanly manner had won his fellow-
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soldiers’ affection. Having full confidence in his -

truthfulness, FitzGibbon out of his own month’s pay,
as yet untouched, gave the corporal and drummer
their week’s pay. Another week passed without the
captain having joined the party, and again he paid
the men. This was repeated until he had not a penny
remaining.

“ Twenty-four hours had elapsed since I had fasted
food. We were walking down the high street of
Winchester, poor as hungry and miserable as

myself, neither of us knowing what to do nor where"
to turn for help. To sell any part of our regimentals -

was impossible It was a military offence, and its
commission would mev1tably have brought the dis-

grace I dreaded. Walking slowly .and in silence, |

weary with thinking and the vain effort to puzzle a
way out of the difficulty, I had almost given way to
despair, when, the light of a street lamp fa,lhng across
my path, my eye caught the gleam of a coin lying.on
the wet pavement at my feet. I picked it up, and

carrying it to a neighboring shop-window, saw it was -

a half-guinea. I rang it on the sill to be sure my
eyes had not deceived me. I did not stay to enquire

who had dr0pped it. The street had many passers- -
. by; its owner mlght have passed . long since,-but the

thought that it had ever been owned by anyone else
never crossed my mind, I'was hungry through no
fault of my own, and this half-guinea was to me a
direct gift from Prov1dence ‘and as such I used it and
was gra.tefal.” '
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CHAPTER III

:E'N February, 1801, the 49th was ordered from
én Jersey to Horsham in Sussex, the recruiting
parties receiving instructions to join it on the
march from Portsmouth. . \
“Arrived at Horsham barracks, it was generally
understood we were to be stationed there some months
and much of the unpacking was done. An express,
however, arrived the following morning from the
~Horse Guards, ordering our immediate return to
mouth. At Chichester an- order met us to be .

During the two days’ march conjectures were rife
as to our ultimate destination. Some said we were
intended for Ireland to quell a rebellion there; others
for Manchester to put down a riot there, but it was
soon. ascertained that we were to be embarked at
Splthead on board a man-of- war to serve as marme9
in the Baltic.

““The grenadler company to which I belonged, was - -

“taken on boa,rd the St George; a threefecker of
ninety-four guns, bearing the flag of Lord Nelson,
- and pleased and gratified was I at finding myself on. -
the same ship with him. The ships at Spithead
intended for the Baltlc sailed to Yarmouth and there,




NELSON A GENEROUS FOE. 37

greatly to mjnr disappointment, we were transferred to
the Monarch, 74.

“The fleet sailed on the 12th of March, and anchored
below Elsinore on the 29th.
“On the 30th, the ships passed in single line before
the Castle, which opened a heavy fire upon them.
The Monarch led the van, and in passing fired 230
* shot. Having passed beyond range the reports were
collected, and to everyone’s surprise not a shot had
touched the ship, all having fallen short. Lord Nel-
“son’s ship followed, and he ordered that not‘a shot
should be fired from his guns, the others following
his example. Yet, a few days after the battle of the
2nd of April, & Danish account of the operations
stated that severa.l« men were killed and wounded and
some damage done to the walls by the shot from the
Monarch.

“This appeared to me unaccountable—that the con-

stant fire from two or three hundred guns'did no -

damage to our fleet, while that from one ship should

- in so short a time affect the castle walls and its
. defenders.

- “In 1806, at Quebec, when sent.on board a mer-
chant ship to superintend the landing of séme army - - —

- clothing; T entered into conversation with one of the
passengers, a Dane, who had served on board a
Danish vessel on April 2nd, 1801. He told me that
Governor Stricker, who was in command at the time
_in the. Castle, was brought before a court-martial of
enquiry, when he suggested that the powder he had
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must have been damaged, it having been there during
the long peace of seventy or eighty years, then just
concluded, and asked leave to try the effect of newly
purchased powder. Permission being granted, the
shot told with considerable effect upon the Swedish
~ shores at the opposite side of the Strait.
"~ “On the 1st of April the fleet was divided into two
divisions, one to anchor at each side of the shoal in
front of the city of Copenhagen, that division in
whose favor the wind was on the following morning
to go in and fight the battle. The wind favored Lord
Nelson’s division, so it fell to his lot to achieve the
victory. The Monarch was in Nelson’s division, and
had 53 men killed and 155 wounded—the. greatest,
number ever killed or ‘wounded on board any one
British vessel. , _
“The battle lasted four hours and ten minutes. The
shattered condition of the Monarch necessitating her
being sent home ; the survivors of the marines were
- transferred to the Elephant. In a few days the
. damaged ships were refitted, and the fleet, with the’
exception of the St. George sailed up to Kiorge Bay.
“Sir Hyde Parker’s ship, the London had her lower
deck guns taken out in order to lighten her sufficiently

to enable her to pass through the shallow entrance to . -

the Baltic. There not being sufficient transports to
take the guns of the St. George at the same time, she
had to remain before Copenhagen until their return
from the London.

“A hint, however being given to Nelson that Sir
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Hyde Parker intended to sail at. once and attack the

Swedes at Carlscrona, without waiting for him, lest

he might again take the lion’s share of the laurels to
be won in a second engagement, he ordered his barge.
and started for Kiorge Bay. '
“Coming on the poop the following morning at
five o’clock,” writes FitzGibbon, “I saw the admiral’s
flag flying at the fore, and asking the signal midship-
~ man what it meant, was told ‘that Lord Nelson had
come on board at two_o’clock, and was then asleep on
the sofa in the cabin, Captain -Foley not yét knowing
'he was there. Immediately I was all -ears and eyes, -
the cabin being directly under the poop. Presently
I heard Captain Foley’s voice at the door, rebuking
the servant for not letting him know that Lord
-Nelson had come on board, and in a sharp tone from
- within, I heard a thin, rather feeble voice call out,
¢ Foley, Fole let the man alone; he obeyed my orders.”
“ For many weeks while he was on-board, I had an
- opportunity of seeing Nelson every day He appeared
the most mild and gentle being, and it Wa,s.;fehghtrful
to me to hear the way the sailors spoke of him. True,
I was only at sea during the summer, but my greatest

wish then was that I ha,d been a sa,llor rather than a.

" soldier” - : E

While in the Baltic an incident occurre whlch
might have inteifered Wlth FltzGlbbons carger as a
soldier. N

The detachment of the 49th on the Elepha'nt was
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Hutchinson, an impa-
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tient, hot-tempered man. One morning, very early,
he sent for FitzGibbon to come on deck. While the
ships avere at anchor, both watches were in their
hammocks at-night. The hammocks being hung, all
occupied, press closely together, and a man turning
out singly must go down on his knees and "there,
with difficulty, put on his clothes. When FitzGibbon
reached the deck, he found the colopel in a towermg
passion. A

“How dare you not comhe quickly, sir, . when I sent
for you? You are an example of laziness to the men,
and if the like of this occurs again, I will bring you
to a court-martial and reduce you to the ranks.”

Then giving him the order for which he had been

called on deck, the colonel left the ship with Captain
- Foley to spend the day in another vessel. :

Mortified by the publicity of the rebuke, adminis-
tered as it was in the presence of not only the soldiers
and sailors on deck, but of two of the midshipmen
who had treated him with the kindly courtesy and
tact-of one gentleman to another;*a consideration he
was not entitled to by his rank’as sergeant ; hurt and
. indignant- at its injustice, and naturally impulsive,
FitzGibbon determined not to wait for his colonel to

carry the threat into effect; but at once, voluntarlly,‘_ N s

" to retire tothe ranks. "

Upon Colonel Hutchinson’s return to. the quarter-
deck that evering, FitzGibbon met him, saluted, and
said: “As I cannot discharge the duties of a sérgeant,
sir, without incurring such censure as I received this
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mormng, I des1re to retire into the ranks as a prl-
va : :
The Colonel’s face ﬂushed Wlth indignant surprise
as he replied : “ Very well, sir; from this moment you
are no longer a sergeant. Go sir,to your duty as a
private, and remember I don’t forget you. Take that
with you.” o
A short turn on the deck brought him agam in
contact with the irrepressible soldier as he went
below. Shaking his fist at him, he repeated his last
words with greater vehemence, « Remembe’r;, 1 don't
forget you. Take that with you.” :
On the following morning the colonel again sent
for FitzGibbon and asked if he remembered what had
occurred the previous evening, and if he was still in

the same mind ?
L FitzGibbon rephed that nothing had since occurred
o alter the opinion he had then expressed.

“Very well, then, join your company as a private.”
He then paraded the company on deck and informed
the men that FitzGibbon, having found himself un-
equal to the performance of the duties of a sergeant,
had resigned and retired into the ranks, closing his’
speech by advising those who might thereafter be.

r

_ promoted mot to follow  the foolish"example set them

by FitzGibbon.”

For three months FltzGlbbon ‘remained in the
ranks. He was happy because answerable for no
one’s conduct but his own. Strict in enforcing obe-
~ dience to duty when a sergeant, he was yet fauch
: 3 ] _ , |
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beloved by his men, as many anecdotes told of him
both then and in later years go to proye. He never
allowed that any man could be wholly bad, but_that>
there must be good in him somewhere, if ome could
but touch the right chord to reach it. Believing this,

. he looked for it, and though the result was ofteén long
delayed, the good was generally found.

In the battle of Copenhagen, where the loss was so
severe, one of the most reprobate and unruly of the -

- men in the regiment was terribly  wounded ‘in the
lower part of the back. When carried into the |
cockpit, the surgeon bade FitzGibbon take him away
—there was no use 'in dressing such” a wound, it
would only cause great pain. . “Take -him away,” he
said, “and tell him he will be in a better condition -
to be seen to to-morrow. Poor fellow, hé will pro-
bably be dead by the morning.”

The man lived for three days and F itzGibbon’s ’
comfortlng prayers and trustful confidence “in the |
mercy of God for the poor sinner soothed his pain,
robbed ‘death of its terrors, and won for himself a
deeper affection in the hearts of his men. :

~ Upon his reduction to the ranks, this love bore
fruit. The companies were divided into messes of six
men each, the duty of one of the six, each day, being -

~to-perform- all “the ‘menial offices required, .such as

- washing the dishes, etc. From all these the sergeants’
were exempt. On the first day upon Whlch $his duty
fell to FitzGibbon, and he began to gather up the
dishes, one of the men stopped him,

£
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“T'll do that, sir.” .

“ No replied FltzGlbbon “ 1t is my duty, and I~
did not become a soldier without making up my mind
to do all the duties properly belonging to me, and,

" though greatly obliged to you, I am determmed to do-
this.”

“Then, begorra, sir, you'll fight me ﬁrst” -

It is needless to say that FitzGibbon declined such
‘a combat, but during the tune he remainéd in the /
ranks the menial duties that fell to his share, ,were

~ always done for him nolens volens. - *

The fleet had no more fighting. - The déath of the
Emperor Paul altered the course of -events, and after-
cruising about in the Baltic, putting occasionally into
harbor at Dantzig and other ports, the fleet was

rderéd home in August.
QlThe 49th was landed at different ports, the grena-
dier company being disembarked from the Eléphant, /.
ab Portsmout'b and fnarched to join the headquarters,/
at Colchesters On approaching the town, Colone
- Brock came out to meet them, and drawing his swor
marched at their head, into barracks.
At parade the following ‘morning, Colonel
addressed the men. He thanked them for not only
- doing credit to the regiment and its officers” by their
bravery during battle~but for their general good
" conduct while separated on board the different ves-
sels, the captains of which had written to him in the
most favorable terms of the men Whlle under their-
command,
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- “He (Colonel Brock) created by his judicious praise,
his never-failing interest in his men, both individually
as soldiers and collectively as a regiment, a noble
spirit which bore fruit in many a well-won laurel in
Canada, in Chipa and the Crimea.” - '

After the regiment was thrown back into column,
.FitzGibbon noticed his captain in conversation with
Colonel Brock, and on the men being dismissed he
received an order to present himself to the colonel. -
The following conversation is too charactenstlc of the
~ two men to be omitted : e/

« Pray, young man,” asked the colon 1 sternly,
“Why did you resign your oﬁice as sergeant when
on board the Elephant?”
~ “Because, sir, Colonel - Hutchmson censured me
~ publicly and in harsh language when in reahty I.
was not to blame.” .

« Now, was it not to msult hlm you dld so ?”

-« Positively, sir, such a thought did not occur t6 me.
I felt mortified to be so publicly rebuked, and, as it
‘happened, in the presence of two of the -ship’s officers
who had from time.to time treated me with more
than the attention due from men in their position to
one in tine. Then, during the whole of the day after

I was so censured, and. before Colonel: Hutchinson = =

N returned to the ship, I felt that under such an angry
“officer I must be always liable to similar treatment,
and this conmderatmn more than .any other deter-
mined me to resign.”

“Have’ you any obJectlon to tell Colonel Hutchmson :

“ so now ?2”
: *5\
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. “I have no objection, sir, to tell the truth _at any’
time.”

“Then I wish you to go at ohce to hlS quarters andv
tell him so. He thmks your object was to insult him-

by way of revenge.”

FltzGlbbon obeyed. Colonel Hutchmson accepted
thé expladation and went himself to request-Colonel
Brock to reinstate the self-reduced pmvate to his rank
as sergeant.

When sent for again, Colonel Brock told FitzGibbon
that it was in consequence of “Colonel Hutchinson’s
request that he was reinstated, and that there having

T~~Jeen no returns from the regiment sent in during

FE

their service in the Baltic, he had never been officially
reduced, and would receive his. pay as sergeant as
though nothing had.happpened.” Before leaving the

colonel’s room the young soldier had ‘something to -

say. After thanking the colonel for his kindness hé
asked permission to make an observation without
offence. The colonel nodded, “ Go on.”

“Tt is this, sir. I think that much harm is done to
the dJsmphne of the regiment by censurmg the’ ‘non-
commissioned officers in the. presence of the men. It

7 k{vvers them in- the estimation of the. -privates, and- '
wé@kens their authonty, besides the ill-feeling it -

creates towards the officer, which -a private rebuke
would most probably not create at all, but would

rather leave the non-commissioned officer grateful for "

bemg spared in pubhc
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CHAPTER IV.

T}‘N, the autumn of 1801, the regiment was moved

from Colchester to Chelmsford, and passed the
winter in peace and comfort.

FitzGibbon was pay-sergeant of the grenadier

company. He was not a good accountant, and when

making out his pay sheet for February, found himself .

- deficient to the amount of nearly £2. He was horror-

stricken at this discovery, knowing he had not ex-
pended it upon himself, yet dreading the consequences
A recent occurrence in the regiment, of a squad ser-
geant being tried and reduced to the ranks for the

. deficiency of one shilling, roused his. fewrs lest the
greater deficit should be punished with the lash, and

“he would take his own life rather than endure the
degradation of stnppmg in the front of the regiment
to be flogged.”

Under the pregsure of this fear Fx.tgGlbbon dld '
what in after years he said was “no doubt due to
my eatrly rea,dmg of such romances as the < History

of the White Knight,” of ¢Paristaus and Parismenus, ... . }-
- “TheSeven Champions of ‘Christendom, etc., I decided

upon applying to the Commander-in-Chief for pro-

, tection. . .
oK T asked for and obtained a pass for three ‘days to

go to London on pretended business. I walked up to#. :
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town, and found my way to the Anchor and Vines
tavern, close to the Horse Guards, and though tired,
.at once wrote a letter to the Duke of York, stating
the case to him and praying of him to enable me to
replace the money so that my colonel might not
know of the deficiency; for, as I looked upon him
_ as the father of the regiment, I dreaded the forfeiture
of his good opinion more than any other consequence
which might follow.

“On the following morning, I gave my letter in at.
_the door to the orderly on duty. With an anxiety
I cannot deseribe, I walked before that door till night
fell, then in despair returned to my. tavern. In the
. course of my romantic reading, I had learned how
~_many were the evil influences surrounding courts and
princes, and supposed my letter had been withheld—
that probably such letters from people in humble cir-
cumstances were never presented to, great men. I
therefore wrote another letter, adverting to the one
delivered at the office door and again statlng my case
as before.
. “The second morning I took my stand at the door
before the hour of opening, and asked the sentry to -
point out the Duke of York to me.-

_“The Duke- soon approached. . He was in plain = . °

clothes and Wa,lk.l,ng I stepped up to him, saluted
him, and held -out the letter. He took it, looked at

mé from head to foot, and passed in Wlthout speakmg
- «After the lapse of a few, to me most . anxious,
* minutes, I was called, shown into a Waltmg-room up-
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stairs and told that Colonel Brownrigg would see me.
He came in presently with my two letters in his

"hand. He asked if I had written them. I answered,
‘Yes” Upon which he said, ‘The Duke can do noth-
ing in this matter before referring to your colonel.’

“ ‘But it is to avoid that I have made this ap
tion.’ '

“<In all cases of this kind,” he replied, nothing can
be done before referring to the Commanding Officer.’
"Then seeing my agitation, he added, ‘ The Duke is not
- displeased with you. Return to your regiment and
you will not be treated harshly I retired, and it

being too late in the day to return to Chelmsford, |

went back to my tavern.
. “Never having been in a theatre, and learning that
T might go into the gallery at Drury Lane at half
price, I went, and saw John Kemble and Mrs. Siddons
in the chamterM Belvidera. On lgdving
the heated atmo he theatre I found it rain-
ing, and was pretty -well drenched before I reached
my room. This, following the®xcitement of the two
previous days, brought on a bad feverish cold, and I -
was unable to rise in the morning. :
. “As my leave expired that day I wrote a note to
-the agents of the regiment, Messrs. Ross and Ogilvy, .-
—-to repert—my iliness, and begged of them to forward .
it to the regiment at Chelmsford. In the course of the
. afternoon the servant came to my room and told me
that two gentlemen were below desiring to see me.
«Startled at this announcement I desired them to
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. be shown up, when to my dismay in. walked the
colonel and another officer of my regiment.

-“<Well, young man, what's the matter with you?’

“I told him, ‘a cold.’

“‘Well, he said, ‘take care of yourself this night
and return to the reglment to morrow.” Adding, ‘ Per-
haps your money is all spent,’ he laid a half gumea
on ‘the table beSIdeE me Wlth the words, ‘there is

enough to take yowhome.’
« This kindness so affected me that I could hardly
" say, ‘If you knew what brought me here, you would
not be so kind to me.’ '

“‘I know all about it. Get Well and go back to the
regiment.’
“It so happened that the colonel had ¢ come up to
town that morning, and was at the agents’ when my
note was received: He then went to the Commander-
in-Chief’s where my letters were put into his hands,
- when he came on to my room. Later in the evemng
the colonel’s servant came to see me. ~He was a
private servant not a soldier, and a very intelligent
man.
«“What's this that you've been domg -at the Horse
Guards,’ he began. : S
— «““What T would gladly conceal from ’the World I
replied.
“‘Well, I know somethmg about it, for while
attending at table at the colonel’s brother’s house
. to-day, I overheard a good deal of what the colonel
* said of you to the company. It seems you have been—
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writing letters to the Duke of York about some
difficulty you have got yourself into, and mentioned
the colonel in a way that pleased him and his brother.
He said that when the Duke gave him your'letters he
recommended you to him, saying that he (the Duke)
would not forget you. ' Then the colonel added, ‘If
the Duke forgets him T will not.””

Upon his return' to the regiment, FitzGibbon’s .
accounts. were examined and an .error of £1 15s.
erroneously entered against himself, discovered—his
limited knowledge of arithmetic and  book-keeping
bemg accountable for the supposed deﬁc1ency

The 49th, as indeed all the regiments of the line,
were at that time in a very inferior state of. discipline
“in regard to drill and field exercises. Sir John Moore’s
new code of .drill was being generally introduced, and
FitzGibbon’s training under the drill-sergeant in Ire-
land, as well as his practical knowledge gained in the
yeomanry - corps, was of- great value to him and his
company.

" In April, he was at Uxbrldge recruiting from the
militia just then disbanded. A

In June, the 49th was sent to Quebec. FitzGibbon,
in order to take advantage of the long voyage and -
comparative release from duty, to study, prowded<

~~—himself with books upon military tactics and field B |

exercises. Lying in the boat which hung over the
stern of the vessel, he made himself master of every
detail contained in the “Rules and Regulations.for -
the Field Exermses of His Magesty s Forces
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Such unusual application was not unnoticed by the
colonel, whese atteéntion had been already-so favor-
ably drarw@o’the young sergeant, and upon arrival
in Quebec*the sergeant-m@jor was promoted to be
quarterma,ster-sergeant and the sergeant-major’s sash
given to FitzGibbon, over the heads of the forty older
sergeants in the regiment.

In September, 1803, Lieutenant Lewis resigned the
adjutancy but not the lieutenancy, and though.Colonel -
Brock recommended FitzGibbon for the vacant adju-
tancy, there was no available lieutenancy for over
two years, and he could only act as adjutant until
1806, when Colonel Brock obtained an ensign’s
commission for his “favorite sergeant-major,” as

 FitzGibbon was known in the regiment, from the

Duke of York, who had® not forgotten the lad and
his romantic application for his protection, and in
December of the same year he succeeded to the
adjutancy. ~

In September 1802, his company was sent to-
Montreal, and in' the followmg sumpper moved on
" to York. :

During these first years in Canada, there are many -

stories told of the- sergeant-magor Desertions from o

-_the regiments stationed in Canada to the United
States were frequent, but it is recorded of Colonel
- Brock“that he only loaf,»one man during the three
years of his personal comimand. He owed this to his -
popularity and personal {nfluence with his men, and
to the wgllance of his sergeant-major. '
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FitzGibbon always profésted against the use of the -
“cat” for trifling offences, arguing that it degra,ded a
man not only in the eyes of his comrades but in his

“own; that the sense of shame such punishment left

in a man’s consciousness pointed invisible fingers. of
contempt at him and robbed him of the courage
necessary to face an enemy, as well as of the love for
his officers which would carry him to the cannon’s
mouth with unflinching devotion.

The invariable kindness with which Lieut. -Colonel

-Brock, although a ‘stric cer in enforcing duty,

treated his men, was repaid by\their devotion to him. .
In several of his letters he spealis of the ingenuity of
the inducements held out by| the Americans to the

, privates in the regiments at the frontier to desert,

and of the necessity of great watchfulness on the part

of his officers to defeat them.

Soon after their arrival at York, the sergeant of -
the guard informed the sergeant-major that three of

.his men were missing, and that a boat had been taken .

from a shed in charge of one of his Senitries, who had
also disappeared. Although at midnight, FitzGibbon
reported the circumstance to the colonel, who ordered

him to man a bateau with a sergeant and twelve
’ pnvates

“The roll was “called in the barrack—rooms'/when
three other men, as well as a corporal of the .41st,
whio had been left at York as an a,rtlﬁcer were found
. to be missing. v ’

At ha.lf-past twelve the co]onel emba.rked takmg'




A MIDNIGHT CHASE. . .53

FitzGibbon with him. They steered direct for Nia-
gara, thlrty miles across the lake, and arrived soon
after daylight. The night was dark, but there was
little wind, and thoughthe passage had been made
before in an open\"boa,t it was considered a.venture-
some undertaking. Lieut.-General Hunter, who
commanded the troops in both provinces, is said to
have expressed his. displeasure at the colonel for so
rashly risking his life. The deserters were overtaken
and induced to return to their duty. ‘ '

A ‘short time after this adventure a very serious
mutiny was discovered at: Fort George, then garri-
soned by a detachment of the 49th, under the command

- of Lieut.-Colonél Sheaffe, which, had it succeeded, had
_certainly endéd in the murder of that officer. '
~ Although the day has long passed when such
“tyrannical rule in an officer’s hands would be toler-
" ated, yet one cannot read the account of the treatment
the men suffered at the hands of this junior colonel
without a feeling of just degnatlon ,

The four black holes in the fort were constantly

full. Flogging was the sentence awarded for even

. trifling offences. The passing of a sentence so heavy
that it required to be inflictéd at two, three, and even

__four. different-periods, when the victim ‘was meapa.ble
of bearing the whole number at once, was not uncom-
mon. The “cat” was steeped in brine, before as well.

. as during the infliction of punishment, and the suffer-
ings of the men and their hatred of the tyrant may
be imagined. (See Appendlx IL) '
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Upon the discovery of the intended mutiny, the
officers in the garrison held a private meeting and
decided to send a secret message to Colonel Brock
- before taking any public action.

. Although not distinctly stated, the impression glven
is that Colonel Sheaffe was not one of the officgrs hold-
ing this meeting, nor was he cognizant of thf message
sent to Colonel Brock. The feelmg agains him was
so strong in the Upper Province that, later, it Was con-
‘sidered advisable to remove him to Lower Canada.

A schooner then in the river was despatched at once
to York. Colonel Brock hurried back in the same
schooner, . #aking his devoted sergeant-major with
him. ‘Upon arrival, the colonel requested -that the
boat should be anchored below the town, where he
landed alone, leaving FitzGibbon behind, with orders
not to appear until sent for.

Colonel Brock’s prompt action in personally arrest-
ing the principal mutineer, and by the force of his .
commanding presence and influence over the men
making each one of them in turn arrest his fellow-
conspirator, is one of the most dramatic instances' of
a military command anywhere recorded. .

From Brock’s letters we know how terribly he

must have regretted that any of his regiment had =~} -

" been under another’s command, when at the trial and -
conviction of the ring-leaders in. this unfortunate
mutiny, they reiterated their assertion that “had they - -
continued under the command of Colonel Brock they

+ would have escaped their melancholy en '
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Lieut.-General Hunter, then in Quebec, ordered
that the delinquents should be tried in that garrison,
and thither they were sent in September.

FitzGibbon was sent with them. ~In a letter from

Colonel Brock (now in the Canadian Archives), in.

reference to this court-martial, he says:

“ After what I have stated, the general may think - -

proper to give directions to Colonel Mann to keep
Sergeant Fern and Private Gagnes and the rest of the
. witnesses at Québec during- the winter, but I entreat
His Excellency’s permission for Sergeant-Major Fitz-
Gibbon and Sergeant Steans being perpitted to join
me without delay, which I imagine th&y will be able
to accomplish if allowed to depart the\instant it is
found their presence is of no further usd. Being by
themselves they will be able to travel infinite}
" expeditiously.”

Colonel Brock had been ordered to assume the
‘command at Fort George, and the desertions ceased.

He allowed the men greater latitude, permitting them

“to fish in their fatigue dresses, and in proper uniform
to visit the town of Niagara freely, and even to use
their muskets to shoot the countless wild fowl, on con-

" dition that they prov1ded their own powder and shot. - - ————

—In June,; 1804; Lieut.-Colonel Brock, with a detach-
ment of the 49th, removed  to Kingston, and in the
September following, to Amherstburg. - -

Colonel Brock was appomted to the command at
Quebec in October, 1804, and it is probable that Fitz-

Gibbon went to Quebec with him, but we have no

.
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letters or posifive mention of him or -w};ere he was
stationed-until the summer of 1806, when he was in
Quebec .

. In the autumn of 1805, Colonel Brock returned to

England on leave, and before his return to Canada in =~
the summer of 1806, he laid before the Commander- .
in-Chief a scheme for the formation of a veteran

“battalion for service' in the Canadas, in which Fitz-
Gibbon was much interested; and as his ensign’s
commission was given him at this date it is not
unlikely, nor out of accordance Wlth Colonel Brock’s
well-known character for gener031ty, that he gave his
favorite full credit for all the mformatlon he had
gathered for him of the feeling among the soldiers

and the inducements offered to them to desert, both -

by the Americans across the international boundary
line and the settlers in Canada who had taken

advantage of the free grants of land and were now '

‘prosperous farmers.

\ FitzGibbon always said he owed everythmg to

Colonel Brock. He lent him books, had him with
him at every opportunity, encouraged him in the

- effort to improve and educate himself, not only in
every branch of his profession, but in all that was
either of worth or hkely to be of practical use to him
to ﬁ]l, ‘at home or in the colony. FitzGibbon called

the orderly room of the 49th his grammar school, and

* the mess-room his university, Lieutenants Stratt-on

Bra,ckenbury and lomng his tutors, )

' it
r

. " _as'agentleman orinany position he was ever likely .
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When in Quebec he often wrote to Colonel Brock’s
dictation, learning much _of the correct pronunciation
of words hitherto unknown to him, through the‘ '
colonel’s corrections. w

‘Upon one occasion, at Quebec, in 1805, Colonel.
Brock asked the sergeant-major why he had not done
something he had ordered. FitzGibbon rephed that
he had found it impossible to do it. .

“By the Lord Harry, sir, do not. tell me 1t is
1mp0s31ble -eried the colonel; “nothing should be
impossible to a soldier. The word 1mposs1ble should - -
_not bé found in a soldier’s dictionary.” :

Two years afterwards, in October, 1807, when ‘FltZ-
‘Gibbon was an ensign, Colonel Brock ordered him'to
 take a fatigue party to the bateau guard and bring -

" round to the lower town twenty bateaux, in which to
~ embark troops suddenly for Montreal, fears being
entertained that the Americans were about to invade-
' the province in consequence of the a,ﬁ'a.lr between the
Leopard and the Chesapeake. - :
On reaching the bateaux the party dlscovei‘ed that
the tide had left them, and about two hundred yards
of deep, tenacious mud intervened ‘bétween them and

-the water. It appeared to FitzGibbon 1mposs1ble to - -

- drag the la,rge, heavy flat-boats through such mud,
and he had given the word, “To the right f: hen.
it occurred to him that in ‘answer to such-a report the
colonel would ask, “ Did ‘you try it, sir?” He there- - -
fore gave the word, “Front,” and said to his mén,
“I thmk it lmposmble for us to put these teauxt
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afloat, but you know it will not do to tell the colonel .

so, unless we try it. - Let us try—there are the boats.
I am sure if it is possible for men to put them aﬂoat
you will do it; go at them.”

In half an hour the boats were in the water. The
troops were thus enabled to e_mbark a day earlier
than if the order had not been carried out. ‘

It was in this year, 1807, that the first suggestion:
was made by Lieut.-Colonel ‘John" McDonell, late of
the Royal Canadian Volunteers, for raising a corps

~among the ‘Scotch settlers. of Glengarry, Upper "
" Canada, but it was not accepted by the Horse Guards .

or any steps taken to carry it out until it was revived
by Colonel Gore in 1811. :

~In a letter of this latter date from Colonel Baynes
" to Major-General Brock, a Captam George McDonell
-is spoken of as béing appointed to attempt the forma-

" tion of & corps from among the settlers-of Glengarry.
In a postseript endorsed “private,” "Sir George Pre-

vost’s intention of filling up the new corps with as

many officers of the line as he could 4nd with per--. .

_ manent rank, is announced.* : R
’zt is’ interesting to note. this, as we shall hear a -
gr

at deal more of these Glengarry F enmbleq before
_the close of our biography. .

- The year 1807 was spent.in Quebec The followmg
A spnng_ 4he regiment was moved to Montreal. In
September, the colonelgnow Brigadier Brock, was

¢ *Tupper’s _‘; Life and Conespondence of Sir Isaac Brock.”

i
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‘given the command at Quebee, from ‘whence writing to
his brothérs, he regrets being separated from the 49th.
¥ Were the 49th ordered hence, the rank would not

be a sufficient mducement to keep me in this country.
In such a case I would throw it up willingly.”*
_ He was succeeded in the command at Montreal by
. Major-General Drummond. '

Owing to the unfortunate destruction of the books
of the 49th, at the evacuation of Fort George, in
May, 1813, it is very difficult to ascertain where the
various companies were statloned and, to the ever to
be regretted destruction of a quantity of private letters
and papers formerly belonging to FitzGibbon, by an
. ignorant autograph collector, we are deprived of much-
valuable and mterestmg information of this period. .

Several companies of the 49th, under MaJor Plender-
leath, were stationed at Three Rivers, oh the St. Law-
" rence below Quebec, from 1809 to 1811. FitzGibbon
was probably with their detachment, as from incidents: .
in his later life it appears that this officer must have
- been closely ‘connected with him in the regiment.

- Major Plenderleath certainly valued FitzGibbon’s
friendship highly; and showed his affection for him

and his in 4 substantial manner. Among the papers

“met w&th.in my : resea.rches I found a deed of gift for

100 acres of land given to FitzGibbon’s only- daughter

by his old brother officer and. fiiend: I am not aware

who_now holds this property, or whether this. deed

has been sought to complete the validity of the title.
* Tupper’s Life}and “Co'rréspondepce of Sir Isaac Brock.”

RANS
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In September, 1811, the 49th was again in Montreal.
Recmiting for the” Glengarry Fencibles was in-active
“operation in April, 1812. Lieut. Shaw, the acting pay-

" master of the 49th, was ordered upon that duty.

FitzGibbon wrote to Colonel Brock in July, 1812,
with reference to a company being given to him in
the new regiment, and received the following auto--

graph reply : o
- “YORK, July 29th.
“DEAR SIR,—I lament that ¥ou should so long
have been impressed with the idea that I possessed
the means of being serviceable to you. I had scarcely .
heard of Mr. Johnson’s having declined a company in
the Glengarry (which would have given me the
nomination), but I received an account of his being
reinstated. 1 consequently thought no more of the
business, thinking that officer was enjoying the fruits
of his good fortune. ' I know not positively Whéfh
Mr. Johnson is reinstated, but being under obhgatlons
to promote his views, I cannot possibly interfere to his
prejudice. I rather wonder you did not know that
Lieut. Lamont had long ago my promise of nomi- °
nating him to the company, provided it became vacant,
which, of course, would have precluded my applica-
tion in your- behalf. Although you must be sensible

| of the impossibility of my taking any steps to for-
- ward your views in the present case, yet, be assured, .

~T shall always feel ‘happy in any opportumty tha.t.
may offer to doyou service.
“To a person unaccustomed to my writing I scarcely
would ha.za,rd sending this scrawl.
“1 am, dear sir,
- “Yours falthfully,
“Isaac BROCK.




R st e —
wttv.llll!&!lulll e
e g {5 .

ﬁ&' J

[RCITE R A
<

®.

-




/

oy 4,,,(,_' * '2:9 |
. Q 5 bm/

’ L Y
| A—g/z-_‘ ; t% W %—_ ~" z’”"ﬁ/?v&}
i M oo Jem D / . e

~ %,
' ", ) Mu—v
s ,z:w&:\:Z i~ S







COLONEL BROCK'S LETTER. 61

“I should like to be among the 49th at this moment.
T am satisfied they will support and even add to their
former fame. They have my very best wishes. The
41st are behaving nobly at Amherstburg.”

In the fac-simile of  this letter from General Brock-
it will be noticed that the year is omitted in the
date, but from the context and. from reference to
other correspondence now in the Canadian Archives
at Ottawa, relative to Lieut. Johnson (a gentleman
who apparently could not decide in which regiment
he preferred to hold a commission, the Glengarry or

“«the Canadian Fencibles), there is no doubt that the
letter was written'in 1812. :

Owing to the fact that there are very few letters
from Brock extant, and those in the keeping of the
Archives, the original of this one is a valuable relic.
Written on both sides of a single sheet, the paper
yellow frém age, and many of the characters indis-
tinet, it was difficult to reproduce it faithfully.

" The following letter bears an' earlier date than
General Brock’s, and needs no explanation : 7

« MONTREAL, May 16th, 1812,

“SIR,—~I beg you will be pleased to obtain for
me His Majesty’s permission to resign my commission
of adjutant only, in the 49th regiment.

“It is incumbent upon me to state my reasons for:
wishing to ‘resign the adjutancy, I therefore detail
them. . Before I entered the army -the circumstances

- of my parents prevented my obtaining such an educa-
tion as to qualify me to discharge the duties of an
officer in His Majesty’s service. Whatever know-
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| ledge I possess, I have acquired since I entered it.
I trust that I have so far succeeded as to have
‘ rendered myself, at least as a. regimental officer, re-
- : spectable. At this point I do not wish to stop: to
* personal exertions I look principally for further suc-
cess in the army,and by qualifying myself to hold
the higher and more important stations, I shall have
the best prospect of arriving at them, and of be- -
jcoming most useful to my king and country, in whose
service I have been already so liberally rewarded. ,
“The duties attached to my present station employ
; me so as to leave no spare time. I am anxious to
' study and become proficient in the languages, mathe-
matics, military drawing, ete., so as to qualify myself
‘to discharge, with honor to myself, the duties of any
situation to which I may hereafter have the good
fortune to be called. . .
“I have the honor to be, sir,
. “Your most obedient, humble servant,
“(Signed) JAMES FrrzGIBBON,
- - Lieut. and Adjt. 49th Regiment.
"*“To COLONEL VINCENT, ' S '
“ Commanding 49th Regiment. ‘ - -
' - - “A true copy. L
“NoAH FREER, . . o
' “ Military Secretary.”
This letter was forwarded to the Commandef* of the
‘ Forces in Cangda, with & letter from Colonel Vincent :
'"""""“"-"jsolieit'ing "a’PPr ‘ tion()fitspetition, am}requesting S
' - permission to recommend Sergeant-Major Stean for
" .. the adjutancy if FitzGibbqn’s resignation'is accepted. . .
We can, however, find no further record or entry . /
- of any reply to either letter.
. S A Y >
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UP THE ST. LAWRENCE BY BATEAUX. 63

*  CHAPTER V.

SN J\afnuary, 1812, immediately after the.declar-
} ation of war by the United States against Great

Britain and her colonies,
again addressing his colonel
to resign the adjutancy, in order that/he may be given
the command of on
whose captain was” absent on\ leave. This request
was granted at once. A week |later FitzGibbon was
placed in the desired command ir George Prevost

e find FitzGibbon

and sent with his company to escort the first brigade

of bateaux from Montreal to Kingston.
“In these days of steamboats and canals, when

heavily laden barges are towed in safety up our great

water. hlghway, passmg the rapids by the canals, the

difficulties of conveying the clumsily. built, heavy f
bateaux and their freight up the south ‘bank of the

river, avmdmg the rapids on the one hand and the.

enemy on the other, can scarcely be realized. From - |

St. Regis upwards they were obliged to keep close .to’

__ the shore, and -were-exposed to an’ enemy s aftacE at

any moment. kS

‘Why they hugged the south shore mstea,d of fol-
lowing the northern bank of the river does not appear.
_ FitzGibbon says distinctly that for more than a hun-
dred mlles the American shore was close on thelr left.

applying for leave .

compénies of the 49th, \

ooy
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Posmbfgr the north channel was not s well known to
the boatmen as the south, or it might be that Fitz-
Gibbon, adhering to the very original idea formed on
the sand-hills of Holland, that the safest place was -
,close to the enemy, took that route in preferen;ée to
~ the other. If <o, the result proved its value.
FitzGibbon’s enthusiasm, his readiness of resource,
his willingness to take his share of work with his
men, while %jgthe same time preserving his authomty
over them, was long remembered. :
A white-haired old man (the late M. Le Lievre,
of Three Rivers), when speaking of this expedition -
to the writer in 1873, recalled the particulars with™
vivid interest: “I can remember that journey well,
although I was only. a very young lad at the time.
“FitzGibbon was .a fine man, and! a splendld soldier.
.‘The men adored him, although he was strict. His
word was law, and they had such faith in him that" I
believe.if he had told any one of thém to jump into
the river, he would have been obeyed. He always
knew what he was about, and his men knew it, and
had full confidence in him.”
The Americans, learning. thab the ba.teaux were
‘coming up the St. Lawrence, fitted out an expedition '
__at Ogdensbuirg to intercept them. - They landed on — -
Toussaint’s Island, but through the timely warning |
- given by a man who esca,]';)ed from the island and
. roused the militia on\ the Canadian shore, the boats
- » were prepared to receive them. When the Americans
ma.de the a,ttack they met w’qth such a warm receptlon .

!
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. that they were obhged to abandon one heir boats,
" and in"spite of the fact that they" brought the fire
from their gunboat to bear upon the bateaux, and
obliged them to move out of range, their own loss
was so severe that they were forced to retreat. (Ap—
pendix IV.)

The bdteaux reached Kingston without further
molestation. Owing to the loss of the papers already

“referred to, it is impossible to ascertajn with accuracy .
where FitzGibbon was stationed during the next four |
months. Whether with that portion of the regiment .

stationed at York, or at Fort Erie, or with the four
companies left at Kingston, or' whether he was with
Brock at, Queenston Heights, we have no document—
ary evidence, no written record, to guidé us.

“In January; 1813, FitzGibbon was sent from Kings-
ton in charge of forty-five sleighs containing military
stores for Niagara. This was an extremelg arduous

undertaking, the difficulties of overcoming bad roads,

snowstorms, and the bitter cold of a Canadiancwinter,

being scarcely less than those which beset the river -

" highway from Montreal. ‘Ayoiding the trackless
forest and the softer snoWbeneath the trees, the
- sleighs were obliged to follow the .Shores of the Bay
- of "Quinte, and after crossing the ‘narrow strebch of -
land between Prince Edward county and the main-
land, known as the “ Carrying Place,” and along the

low shores: of Brighton Bay, to face the wide sweep

~ of wind over Lake Ontario to York.

Upon hls arrival at Nlaga.ra He was etached Wlth -

\r
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his company and sent to the shores of Lake Erie, to
the most distant post on the right of the army on the
Niagara frontier. The lake was frozen completely
" over from shore, to shore, and thus formed a firm
bridge upon which it was expected the enemy would
Cross. FltzGlbbon was set to watch and prevent this.
© When the ice \broke up in April, he was withdrawn
to the Niagara R‘L\ver and posted at Frenchman’s
‘Creek. It was from “this post that FitzGibbon made
one of the daring @s “for which he was afterwards
so well known. Seemg a party of the enemy on one
of the islands in the river at. sunset on the 6th of
April, he crossed in a bateat:. .with twelve men,
sueceeded in reachmg the island unobserved, and sur-
prising the party, took them prisoners and brought
" them back with their own boat. .

That FitzGibbon was frequently employed in ‘¢on-
veying despatches from the frontier to headquarters
at Kingston, we know, but we have no detailed record
of each occasion upon which this duty was entrusted
to him. His intimate knowledge of}the a'oads his °

- expeditious promptitude and Tapid movements, as
well as the fact of his having been at so many dif-
ferent places, while that part of the 49th to which
f he of right belonged remainéd at one post makes

~ " "this more probable. " -~

->. - He was with his regiment on the Niagara frontler

on Apnl the 6th, when the raid on Strawberry Island
' was perpetrated. He was at,York when that post: :
- was attacked by the Americans under Chauncey and
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Dearborn, and back again at Fort George when it
was taken- by them on May 27th.

There is no official record extant of the strength
of the force that, after ‘the gallant, defence of Fort
George, retreated to Burlington Heights.

- The situation was critical.* The recent bombard-
ment of York and its evacuation by its chief magis-
trates and officials; the presence of the American
fleet under Chauncey, a fleet capable of commanding
every port on the lakes and in actual possession of
the Niagara frontier shores; Fort George.taken and
occupied by the enemy ; the British force, harassed’
and wearied by previous patrol duties, followed by
defeat, and further weakened by the permission which
almost amounted. to an order given to the militia to
- return to their own homes.

The American force, 3,550 strong, flushed with
victory, following up the retreat of the defeated
and well-nigh disheartened British army, made the
‘prospect - appear gloomy. indeed.. Nothing b\&%he
entire evacuatlon of the western .peninsula seethed
possuble Aga.mst less. odds York had been deserted.”
There seemed nothing for. it but to destroy all the
stores that could not be carried away, evacuate the
i elghts and e’scage to ngst.bn leavmg the land to

the<enemy. Fortuna.tely for Canada there were a
- few dauntless spirits to whom the words “defeat”
@nd “ retreat” required many letters to spell—enough
of the ignorance of “when they were beaten” left in
the British rankg to sustain them.
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Collecting all the women and children in the fort
on the Heights, and levelling all the fences on the
deserted farms’on the plains below, the British pre-
pared to make a last stand against the enemy. o

Tidings being brought to the camp of the approach
of the -American army, Lieut. Crowther, with a small

“ party, was.sent out to reconnoitre, and if possible,
check the advanee. - <
Upon reaching Red Hill, a scout brought him word
‘that the enemy were close on the other side of the
Big Creek. This information prompted the idea of
" attempting to surprise and capture the whole force.
Concealing his party in the bush, the lieutenant
- watched the enemy approach in evident ignorance of
the proximity of any ambushed foe. . -
All seemed to. favor the successful issue of his .
strategem when the excitable Irish temperament de-
‘feated it. The Americans were scarcely within -range
when one of the 49th, forgetful of orders, fired. The
_ o enemy started, broke for shelter, and the lieutenant
- . -seeing all was up, fired a full 4volIey to hurry them

" . before withdrawing his pa,rty

Ascertaining that the main body of the enemy were
preparing to encamp at Stony Creek, he returned to
. . the Heights, and reported to ‘General Vincent. -
. < ~Tt-was now FitzGibbon's turn." “From his know-
' ledge of the ground and the enemy’s behaviour under

sudden attack, of how the unstea,dmess of the, few -

* The Battle of Stony Creek. E.B. Blggar, Gana.dmn Magazine,
July, 1893. - . .
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0

7 affected the steddmess of the many, FltzGlbbon felt.
confident that a night attack- might be made Wlth,,
success. Colonel Harvey was in favor of attempting==

. it,-and FitzGibbon volunteered to learn the exact
position and disposition of the enemy’s forces, and .
Rersonally obtain all the knowledge necessary. o o

Disguising himself as a settler, he took a basket :
&):?;butter on his arm, aid went boldly into the

-3-:’*'

erican camp.’ ' 2 R (A
here is no-doubt whatever that he made himself I
very entertaining to the soldiers, to whom he sold all i
his butter, getting the best price for it, or that the g
purchasers believed they were obtamlng much valu- - S Y
able information of the position, panic and numerical o
inferiority of the Bwitish troops now fleeing before $
their victorious arms. The- disguise was so complete, Co
‘the vendor of butter so simple, that he was allowed . '
) ] to traverse the entire camp,. and -gain conmderably
' more information than he ’appeared to give.
FitzGibbon returned more than ever convinced that
| -if General Vincent would consent to a mght attack L
it would-be successful. o
He reported the ‘enemy camped on Mr James . LI E
Gage’s~farm, on the easterly bank of a rivulet just : et I C
 west of - the ‘Stony Creek, which’ rin_through a ki R
‘shallow valley some two hundred yards wide, with o
steep banks twelve or. fifteeni feet high, their guns U
* ‘planted on the: edge of the bank as on a parapet S e
overlookmg the flat.. The* infantry were encamped
.iJehind them in an orchard on the north and in the.
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ficlds on the south of the road, while Generals Winder
and Chandler had possession of Mr. Gage’s-house as
their headquarters. The luckless advance guard was
posted in the meeting-house on the west side of the
flat, a quarter of .a mile from the camp.’* :

Upon FitzGibbon’s report being received, an anxious
- couricil of war was held, and Colonel Harvey pro-
posed a night attack, being made. It was the only
chance, the forlorn hope. The inen had but ninety -
rounds of ammunition remaining. Sail had been seen
‘on the lake. If tiine were allowed them to effect a
junction with the land force, disastrous, precipitate
retreat or annihilation was inevitable. The proposal
. was accepted and Colonel Harvey given the command.
* Five companies of the 8th under Major Ogilvy,:

and five of the 49th under Major Plenderleath, with an
~ unrecorded number of militia and other corps then in -
the camp—in all, a handful of seven hundred and.
four rank and ﬁle-——set out in the silent summer
night fo strMe what. exbry: soldier thought mrg‘ht be
a last blow for the:ﬁltlsh flag on that fair Canaz-
dian frontier. *

Ascertalmng that every- muqket was empty, even
the flints removed, that no excitable Frishman might

. again betray their prox1m1ty{Harve$gave the order ~ -

to march.

* Three hours passed No gound broke the sxlence no’

' report of cannon carried tidings to the anxious hearts
: - '\ . L
.*J. H. Land in Report of the Wentworth Historical Society.

§
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upon the He}gh't = ;Meanwkile the tioops had crept:

across the plains. Upon reaching the scene-of Lieut.
. Crowther’s ambuscade the \men were halted, and the

various posts of atta.ck or Klgllance assigned to the
wdlfferent officers. - .

- Stealing from the cover, the enemy’s advance pick-
ets were bayoneted in silence ere the challenge 2

" had well passed their lips, and deploying into line the

attacking force marched up the steep bank of the -
valley to the very mouth of the cannon, every manh -
. knowing that any moment they mlght roar forth g

“wholesale destruction down the ranks.

=

=3
?C'

' Just where they stood.

Heedless of the death- deaImg shot, the 49th
charged, and carrying the gums at the:point of _the
bayonet, turned them upon the now flying -enemy.
The camp was taken ; whole regiments fired but once

"and fled, leaving their dead—te” be buried by then\/

‘enemies.. The two American generals, Chandler and
Winder, were captured by the British, together with

seven—other- oﬂicersrvmd—iﬁ rank and file:~ The

FitzGibbon ‘was one of the first men to reach the o
summit of the bank, at the moment that the first -
., volley of the Amerlcan muskety§ roused the sleeping -
gunners, who, sprmgmg to then“'feet fired “the guns

s it

o oo

retreat of the front ranks carried - panic with' it to
the rear; the ships; instead of- supportmg the land

force; served only as a means of ‘escape to the flying -
soldiers, and onel\e;f the most brilliant victories of

-the campaign was

on by the. Bntlsh-—-a v1ctory that
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- in advance

o himited ta fifty.

more than compensated their arms for the loes of
York and Fort George. :
- FitzGibbon always said in lefexence to this battle,
that if the victory had been follow ed by immediate
pursuit of the retreating Americans, Fort George:
might have been recovered without much, if any,
" loss. The advance, however, only reached FortV Mlle
Creek two days later.

This suggested to FitzGibbon the idea that he-
might do good work if he had a few men under his
: immediate command, detached for skirmishing duty

-

" To decide upon a line of conduct and to act was

one with the soldier. He lost no time in applying to
Lieut.-Colonel Harvey, then Deputy AdJutant-Genel al.

" To his intense satisfaction: his lequest was received

by Lieut.-Colonel Har vey ‘with the “words, “Most
‘cheerfully. I have been| ],OOkl\Qé‘ for an officer I could

send in the advance, and did not think of you. Come
" tomein an hourAvith written details of your pro-
-jected plan ff opm%w I will proﬂose you to
. the general.”.

‘The general’s consent obtained, the next dlﬂiculty
was to select men. Had all who volunteered and
- wished to go with him been accepted, he/ would have- -
. had nearly the whole reglment But the number was

7\
e We aIl wanted to go, Wntes an.old 49th man, d i

‘ in
L 1862 We knew there would bre good work, fighting i
© and success wherever FltzGlbbo d, for thoug 1’
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THE “GREEN TIGERS.” 73

impulsive he was prompt, and as brave as a lion.
Though' apparently foolhardy, every man in the regi-
ment knew that he knew what he was about, and
forgot nothing.”
During the day, FitzGibbon made up the company s
- accounts and transferred them to another officer;
" . selected his men from the -several companies himself;
purchased a sufficient quantity of fustian to make
shell-jackets, in order that he might be able to show
fifty red-coats at one .point and- fifty grey-coats at
another, and three cow-bells to be used as signals in
' the woods, where the bugle, whistle or even words of
‘command might serve only to betray their where-
abouts to the enemy.
- The 49th had long ere this date won for themselves
the sobriquet of the “ Green Tigers” from the enemy,
. the name béing suggested by the color of the facing
of their tunics and the fierceness of their fighting.
‘Detachments of.this regiment were generally sent to
" the front of every engagement. Batteries and guns,
whose fire was proving disastrous to the advance or
retreat of the British, had been stormed and carried
by small handfuls of men from the regiment, and
their appearance was now almost sufficient to ensure
~—————vietory, and_certainly carried fear into the ranks of
- the enemy. I —
FitzGibbon's little band well sustained the character
of the regxment He knew each one of the menand of
what they were capable; knew that his faith in them
was retumed fourfold in thelr devotion to Inm and,'

.
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in that esprit de corps so essential to the successful
career, of soldier or regiment. -

. With Ensign Winder and forty-eight rank and
file, he successfully interrupted the communication
between Fort Erie and Fort George, then in the hands
of the enemy, and pursued and well-nigh captured
a marauding troop of licensed freebooters under a
Captain' Chapin, whose warfare had been principally -

(directed against defenceless farms, his men burning

and destroying barns and farm produce, terrifying the
women and children, and making prisoners of the'few
laborers they found in charge.

By dividing his company into three partles and
sending them by different pathways and tracks |
through the woods and ravines, E_thlbbon was able
to coyer a larger area and give the impression that
he had a greater number of men under his command
than had he kept them all together. A code of sig-
nals was arranged by which they. could communicate
with each other, and, though sepa,rated be able to act
in concert.
~ Each band must have had many tales to tell ofr

narrow escape and adventure during those days of
successful hunting of the enemy. Once when Fitz-

Gibbon and two of his men were crossing from one .

rendezvous to another, they were nearly captured by
a party of ten or twelve Americans. It.being itapos-
- sible to retreat unseen, they concealed themselves
under an overhanging bank of earth, from which a

. luxunant growth of wild vines formed a screen, and
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waited. Listening intently, FitzGibbon made signs
to his men not to move, and, turning, crept cautiously
along close to the bank to where he knew there was
a deep hole or cave. A great tree had fallen and
partially barred the entrance; resting his hands on
the trunk, he raised himself and drepped lightly on
the other side, not, however, without having caught
a momentary glimpse of the enemy. The path. they
had followed had come to an abrupt end on the top
of the rise: they were evidently uncertain of their
locality and had halted to consider, undecided whether
to return by the way they had come or to break a
fresh track and advance. FitzGibbon crawled along
until he was within a - few yards of below where they
stood. Pausing a moment to recover his breath, he
uttered a succession of Irish yells and Indian war
cries, which, reverberating from side to side of the
cave, startled and struck terror to .the hearts of the
enemy above. Believing themselves surrounded by -
ambushed Indians, they decided that there was but
one path and took it, not stopping to look behind
them. FitzGibbon returned to his men; and they
went their way without further encounter with the -
~ enemy that day.

On the 2]'St FltZUlben by a JudICIO'llS dlsposal of ~ -

his men through the woods and destroying the bridge
over - the Chippewa by removing the planks, had
Chapin’s whole troop in a corner, and would have
captured them had not 150 infantry coming from
Fort Erie been entrapped at the same time, The:
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combined force so far outnumbered FitzGibbon’s that

he deemed it advisable to draw »Qﬂ' his men and let

the United States infantry escort :theior own cavalry
back to Fort George. . o

Later on the same day, when entering a village
through which the enemy had just passed, FitzGibbon
saw a dragoon’s horse at the door of a tavern, and,
hoping to surprise and capture the rider in order that
he might obtain information of the enemy’s move-
ments and intentions, he advanced. \

When within a few paces of the door, an infantry
man came out and presented his musket. FitzGibbon,
having his grey fustian jacket on over his uniform,
still advanced, saying quietly, “Stop, my friend, don’t
fire” The musket dropped to the charge, while Fitz-
Gibbon went on, “I advise you to go away quickly
as there are British soldiers in the barn over there.”
Then, being within reach, he sprang forward, seized
the man’s musket and ordered him to surrender. In-

stead of obeying, the man held on firmly. The sound -

of voices attracted the dragoon, who, issuing from the

door, pointed his piece at FitzGibbon’s shoulder.

Lithe as a cat and of great muscular strength, Fitz-

Gibbon turned, and still retaining his hold upon the

infantry man’s musket with his right hand, he caught

the one pointed at his shoulder with his left, and -

‘brought it to the front beside the other. The man
pulled but FitzGibbon held fast. Finding he was too
strong for them, the dragoon drew FitzGibbon’s own
sword with his left hand, and attempted to cut him
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) over the head with it, but failed. He then grasped
| ' it as a dagger and tried to stab him. But there was
| " help near. As he raised his arm to strike, FitzGib-
boun saw two small hands seize it from behind, grasp
, the wrist, and the'sword was wrenched from his hold
by a woman. An old man coming up at the moment, -
,the two Americans were made prisoners, and carried
off from within hearing of their own detachment, had
it occurred to them to call out. -
It may be interesting to add that at the close of-
the war, in 1816, FitzGibbon obtained from the
‘Government a grant of 400 acres of land for the -
W,i}’man’s husband, as a reward for her assistance, and
in 1837 when her son, who had joined the rebels, was
- taken' prisoner, and tried, and would have suffered
the penalty of death, FitzGibbon, in consideration of
‘certain circumstances which came out in the investi-
gation, obtained a full pardon for the lad from-Sir .
George Arthur.* - :
On the 24th of June occurred an incident which
has been more or less correctly described, both in
poetry and prose, at various times, more than once
being spoken of as “ the most brilliant episode of the
_. . war,” that knowwyas the “affair” or battle of Beaver
Dam ..We have two accounts of it, one written at .
the time by a correspondent of the Montreal Gazette,

« and published in the columns of the issue of that paper
of July 6th, 1813, and one written by FitzGibbon in

O T AT T AR TR AT "'|||'l||ﬂ|||\"|l|'|-

* An account of his case was published in the London Times, in
August, 1839.
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later years for the informatipn of his grandchildren.
(The former will be found i Appendix V.).

Tupper also publishes gn account in his « Life and

Correspondence of Sir Iskac Brock,” which, in a foot-

note, he says is abridged from The Soldier’s Com-
panion or Recorder. It has also been ably dramatized
by Mrs. Curzon, a well-known Canadian authoress of
the present day. :
To tell the story fairly, I must, although reluctant
to load this biography with details belonging more

exclusively to the history of the campaign and the

country, endeavor to sketch briefly the condition of
affairs upon the frontier at that time.

We must recall the evacuation of Fort George by
the British—or its capture by the Americans, to put it
either way—followed by the battle of Stony Creek,
the pursuit of the retreating Americans, and the
desultory warfare canried on between the rival armies
along the frontier. This sort of guerilla warfare
between, not only the regulars, but the volunteer
compangglmg bands of Indians as well,
had resultedin nothing decisive.

After their defeat at Stony Creek, and their pre01-

can army were unable to undertake any -offensive
measures. Their communication between Forts Erie,

- Niagara and George were cut off by FitzGibbon and
his handful of the 49th men, now. more dreaded than

»

ever as “ FitzGibbon’s Green ’
- FitzGibbon had chosen De Cou’s hpuse a8 his head-

~ea—r,

7 'plta,te retreat from the- FOI'ty Mile Creek the Ameri- =~ .,
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quarters, a choice which evinced an intimate know-
ledge of theé locality as well as considerable strategic
ability. The position gave him the command of four
roads, Queenston via St. Dav1d’s to St, Catharines
and t@oake to Colonel Bisshopp’s station, and to that
most intportant post, Burlington Heights. The accom-
panying map does not give the last mentioned road,
»sbut as FitzGibbon speaks of -it as the chief object of
the American attack, and the later local maps place -
the road to Burlington at right angles from that to St.
Catharines, it is reasonable to suppose it was there.
Personal terror of the Indians was excited in thg
minds and imagination of the American soldieis by
the wild tales of their gruelties to prisoners told by
the settlers on whose lands they were quartered.
The hatred of the latter for these intruders was in-
creased by the brutalities perpetrated by Chapin and
his men, and their love and admiration. for Fitz-
Gibbon was raised almost to -héro-worship by his
daring and success in checking the progress and in-
terrupting the communication between ‘the enemy’s
posts.
This; check was not satisfactory bo the Americans. "
~ Complaints being made by the authorities' at Wash-
ington of the sluggishness of the generals in command,
orders were issued at headquarters that, at all hazard,
~an effort must be made to dislodge or capture this
irrepressible soldier; batter down De Cou’s house, and,
by securing the road to Burlington Heights, open the
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way to a successful attack upon that key to the
position.

The plan mentioned in the followmg letter to Fitz-
Gibbon from William Kerr, the Chief.of the Indians
at Beaver Dam, and Brant’s son-in-law, has, I regret
to say, been lost, and though every effort has been
made, both "by myself and others interested in the
records of our country, we have not ‘been successful
in recovering it: :

“WELLINGTION SQUARE, June 4th, 1842.

“My DEAR F11z,—This is the birthday of our good
old King George 1v. , which is still celebrated by the
militia of the country in Canada West.

“I wish you to get some good hand to sketch the

V ‘accompanying little plan of the country about the

Beaver Dam—that is, to copy it, and at the same time
point out any inaccuracies you may meet with, both in.
the plan and account of the morning’s work. The plan
of the country I did a few days after the battle—and
the account of that morning’s work you can add to, or
make alterations. But you must keep, or send to me,

the original plan and account of the battl€’as, you

observe, it may be pleasing some thirty or forty years
hence to look or talk over the same, when we ride to

“ Thlﬁe
" «“WiLLIAM J. KERR.
« Jas. FrrzGiseoN, Esq.” ‘

Burlmgton Heights in the possession of the Amer-
icans meant the probable occupation and possible -
subjugation of the entire peninsula. (See map, p. 79.)

‘Owen Sound on the railroad. Mrs. Kerr is quite well.
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The duty _of striking a preparatory blow, this sur-
prise and capture of FitzGibbon, was. entrusted to
Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler and a force of upwards of
five hundred men. , ) .

The natural confidence of sitccess which the com-
parative strength of the two forces gave the Ameri-
. cans was eventually the cause of their defeat. At
the Beaver Dam, some of the junior- officers with
Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler were overheard discussing
~his plans, and a woman undertook the . difficult task
of attempting to reach and warn FitzGibbon.

The story of Laura Secord, her loyalty, bravery,
and perseverance under -great difficulties, has been
told more than dnce, yet I must repeat it once again.
James Secord, formerly an officer in the Lincoln militia,
had been wounded at Queenston Heights. Too ecrip-"
pled for further service, he had settled on a grant of
land in the Niagara district, in that part of the -
- peninsula at the time in the hands of the Americans.
A couple of their officers coming into Secord’s house
to demand food, had stayed long enough, and talked
loud enough, to allow his young wife to learn the

danger threa.temng FitzGibbon and his handful of.”

“brave men. Her husband was incapable by reason

of his lameness, but she could be fleet of foot and

strong in purpose. - Fromgithe moment she obtained -

her husband’s consent to go;until she reached Fitz-

GlbeIl her courage never failed.

, Putting everything -in order, even setting the
. breakfast’ table ready, that the a,ppearance of her - -

’
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presence might deceive any chance visitor to the
house, and learning the particulars of the best route
to follow, so as to avoid the enemy’s pickets as much
as possible, she set out at the earliest peep of dawn.
Clad only in a short flannel skirt and cotton jacket,
without shoes or stockings, her milking stool in - one
hand, her pail in the other, she droye one of the cows
close to the American lines. While ostensibly making
every . effort to stay the animal’s progress, she at
the same -time gave it a sly prod to keep it moving.
Accosted by the picket, who questioned her anxiety
to milk the cow so early, and chaffed her for her
apparent  inability to overtake it, laughmg at her
fruitless efforts to bring the creatme to'a stand, Laura
merely grumbled at it for bemg “contrary.” The
scantiness of the woman’s clothing, and her well-

simulated wrath at the animal’s antics, quite deceived -

the man, who let her pass without further protest.
‘'The moment she was out of his sight, Laura Secord
drove.the cow on more quickly, following the course
of a small ravine. which concealed her from both
sight and hearing. A mile away, she hid the pail

and stool under the bushes, first mllkmg the cow’

sufficiently to prevent her returning too soon to the

~—-clearing: ~She then set-out on her long txa,mp through . . -

the woods.

The 28rd of June, the morning wa# hot and close,

and through the lower lan_ds the .flies were plentiful.
- The underbrush in the forest was tangled and dense,

_-making the tree-clad slopes-more difficult to climb. -
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The fear of encountering outlying pickets, or wan-
dering bands of marauding Americans, who #ould
stay or question her, led her to avoid even the slightly
marked tracks, and took her a long way round. Her
first stopping place was the mill on the little stream

“not far from St. David’s. Her friends there, a widow

and™a Tad, endeavored to dissuade her from attempt-

ing to reach FitzGibbon, and added much to the
terrors of the way by exaggerated: -descriptions -of

the fierceness and cruelties of the Indians, who then
infested the woods. But Laura had set out with a
definite object, and she meant to actomplish it at all

risks. She knew the enemy was to march the next .

day, and she must reach De €Cou’s, where FitzGibbon
was, before them. The last half of her journdy was
even more trying than the first. She knew nothing
of the way ; there were so many paths and “blazed ”
tracks through the woods, that she several times took
a wrong one. When almost despalnng of reaching
her destination, she"came to an opening in the forest
and at the same time encountered a party of the
dreaded Indians.

. One, who appeared to be their chief, sprang to his
feet and accosted her. Terrified, she was at first un-

- able to speak, but reassured by the obedience of the

others to a sign from their chief; she soon recovered
sufficiently to try and explain by S8ns that she
wished to be taken -to FitzGibbon. -Reiterating the

‘name and pointing to the knife in the chief’s belt,
she at last made him understand that many “Big

\ .
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Knives” * were coming. With an expressive “Ugh”
of satisfaction and intelligence, the- Indian turned,
and led the way through the beaver meadows to
De Cou’s.

“ Thus,” wrote FitzGibbon, “did a young, delicate
woman brave the terrors of the forest in a time of
such desultory warfare that the dangers were increased
tenfold, to do her duty to her country, and by timely
warning save much bloodshed and disaster.” +

* Michigans, ¢ Big-Kaives,” the Indian name for Americans.

+ The following paper was signed by FitzGibbon :

¢“I do hereby certify that Mrs. Secord, wife.of James Secord, of
Chippewa, Esq., did, in the month of June, 1813, walk from her
house, near the village of St. David’s, to De Cou’s house in Thorold
by a circuitons route of about twenty miles, partly through the
woods, to acquaint me that the enemy intended to attempt, by
surprise, to capture a detachment of the 49th Regiment, then under
my command, she having obtained such knowledge from good
authority, as the event proved. Mrs. Secord was a person of
slight and delicate frame, and made the effort in weather exces-
sively warm, and I dréaded at the time that she must suffer in
health in consequence of fatigue and anxiety, she having been
exposed to danger from the enemy, through whose lines of com-
munication she had to pass. The attempt was made on my dleta.ch-

ment by the enemy; and his detachment, consisting of upwards
- of -500 men and a ﬁeld-plece and 50 d.ra.goons, were captured in
consequence. :

¢ 1 write this certificate in a moment of much hurry a.nd from
memory, and it is therefore thus brief.

¢ (Signed) James FrrzGisBoN, A
¢ Formerly Lieutenant 49th Regiment.”

[Given by Auchinlech, page 175, but Mrs. Secord possesses the
original, December 1863.—‘ War of 1812,” Coffin, page 146.]
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Sending her to a farm beyond De Cous to be
cared for, where, as-she graphically expressed it, she
“slept right off,” .FitzGibbon repeated her tidings to
the chief, and remained on guard himself all night.
~ In the meantime the American detachment had
lain over at Queenston, and in the early morning of
the 24th continued their march to Beaver Dam.

They had not gone far before they came upon
Kerr and his Indians, in number between two and
" three hundred, chiefly Mohawks and Caughnawagas
from the Grand River and -the St. Lawrence. Kerr
and young Brant saw at once that their force was too
small to oppose the American advance, so resorted to
Indian tactics to retard and harass the enemy. They
threw themselves upon the rear and flank of the-
enemy, and opened a desultory fire. The Americans,
throwing out sharpshooters in reply, still advanced.

The track was narrow and rough, the forest on-
either side forming a safe shelter for the Indians, who
were neither to be shaken off nor repulsed. Their
- yells, echoing their rifles, rang on the national con-
science, and the many sensational stories told of their
savage treatment of prisoners had the usual effect on
nerve and brain.

-About 7 o'clock, FitzGibbon heard ﬁrmg in the di-

rection of Queenston. Taking a cornet of dragoons,
who happened to be at De Cou’s, with him, he sallied
out to reconnoitre, and soon discovered the enemy.
They had retired from the road and taken up s
posntlon on a nsmg ground in the centre of a field
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of wheat. The firing had nearly ceased, the Indians
having to creep through the |standing corn to get
within range, and the guns off the_ Americans reply-
ing’ only to the spot where the.smoke was seen to

*._5 rise from the concealed rifle. -
+2 The Americans being about fourteen miles frtim

~ Fort George and several of thégr men lying killed on
the road before him, FitzGibbon suspected that they
probably believed themselves in desperate circum-
stances. He .sent the cornet back to bring up his
men. Addressing a few animated words to them, he

~ . then led them at the double across the open in front

of the American pesition, about 150 yards distant,
to the wood between - it and Fort George, as if to cut
_off their retreat, so disposing his men as to give the
appearance of greater numbers.

A discharge of grape from the enemy% gunb passed

- through his ranks and cut up ‘the 4urk but did no

further damage. The desired ground was occupled"
without losing a man.

Upon discovery of the enemy, FitzGibbon had sent
a despatch to Colonel De Haren, who was in command -
of a detachment of about two hundred men, as he
beliéved about a mile from his own post, but who

“he afterwards learned had retreated to a distance

of seven miles. While anxiously expecting the arrival
of De Haren, FitzGibbon heard that the enemy were
‘expecting reinforcements. The Indians were drop-
ping off, and fearing to lose such a prize, he deter-
- mined to “come the old soldier over them . and
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~demand their instant surrender.” Tying ‘a white
handkerchief to his sword he advanced. His -bugler
sounded thé “ Cease firing,” which to his surpnse and ¢
satisfaction the Indians obeyed.

An American officer advanced to meet ‘him, also
_bearing a flag.

FitzGibbon informed him that it was prmclpally
from a desire to avoid unnecessary bloodshed that
he demanded the surrender of the American force to
the British now opposing their advance, and wished
‘the officer to recommend the necessity of such
action strongly to the general in command. Colonel
Beerstler’s reply to this was, “That he was not
a,ccustomed to surrender to any army he had not

+ even seen.”
~ Upon this, FltzGlbbon represen‘ted that « 1f such -
was his (Colonel Beerstler’s) détermination, he would
request his (FitzGibbon’s) superior officer to. grant

~permission for any officer Colonel Beerstler might
depute for the duty, to inspect the British force, and-
see for himself the advisability of not risking a battle
or the rancor of the Indians.” .

FitzGibbon then retired, ostenmbly to obtain this

permission. -Upon reaching his men he found that
- Captain- Hall,—of -Chippewa, with_ about twenty
dragoons, had joined them, he having been attracted
by the firing. Requesting Captain Hall to represent ,
the mythical “superior officer,” “receive the request
and refuse it,” FitzGibbon returned to the American
officer who awaited the reply. Colonel Beerstler
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then re@&@ted to be given until sundown to conmder
“and’ decide. To this FitzGibbon replied promptly in
the negative, “ I cannot possibly grant such a request.
I could not control the Indians for such a length of
time,” and taking out his watch, he added, “I cannot
give your general more than five  minutes i which
to decide whether to surrender or not.”
During the negotiations which followed conc

the conditions of surrender, FitzGibbon heard the
name of. Colonel Chapin constantly repeated. While
delighted at the success of his strategem, FitzGibbon
endeavored to keep all appearance of satisfaction out
of his manner. When the condition that «the volun-

-~ teers and militiamen should be allowed to return to

_the United States ‘on parole,” was advanced by Capt.
McDowell, the officer who acted for Colonel Beerstler,
FitzGibbon asked if the volunteers mentioned were
“mnot Chapin and his mounted men. Upon receiving .
an answer in the affirmative, he said: “The conduct
of that person and his troop has been so bad among
our country people, plundéring their houses and other-
wise behaving ill; that I do not think him deserving
of the honors of war.” Pausing a moment as if to
_consider, he added: “ But as I am aware that ‘the
Americans accuse us of ‘stimulating the Indians to

destroy you, whereas we have ever used our best
. endeavor, and almost always successfully, to protect
“you, therefore, rather than give you cause to think
80 upon this occasion, I agree to that condition as well
as the'e others .
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“Then, sir,” replied Ca.ptaln McDow ell “if you will
send an officer to superintend the details of the sur-
render, we.will be ready to receive you, and we shall
depend upon you as a-British officer to protect our
men from the Indians.” '

“Tcan only give you this'assurance,” he replied:

< “the Indkms must take my hfe before they shall
attack you.” .

FitzGibbon went at once to the chiefs, and repeat- .
mg his promise made to the American officer to them
in French, begged of them to do nothing to interfere

- with its fulfilment. They agreed at once, shaking-
hands with FitzGibbon in-token of their faith. -At

- this moment, most unexpectedly, Major De Haren
appeared, galloping into the open and accompanied
by a colonel of militia. -

[ would have given all I ever possessed,”.says
FitzGibbon, “that 'they had been twenty miles dis- -
tant, fearing that they would rob me of at least some -
of the credit of the capture. It became important
to let Major De Haren know what had been already
‘done, and T requested him to stop and hear it from
me, but he most cavalierly replied, ¢ You need not be
alarmed, Mr. FitzGibbon, you shall have all the credit
for this affair -which you deserve.” =

«<T desire merely, sir, to make known to you what

has been done, that you may proceed accordingly ;’
“but he would not stop his hotse, and Colonel Beerst-
ler, seeing us approach, rode forward to meet us. I

introduced them to each other, and then Major De
e . )
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Haren began offering certain conditions to- Colonel
Beerstler, upon which he would accept his surrender.

“In an instant I saw myself on the point of being
robbed of my prize, and stepping quickly to the head
of Major De Haren’s horse, on the near side, and lay—
ing my left arm and elbow on its neck and my head -
upon my arm, my face towards Major De Haren so
that my voice might reach his ear only, I said in a
low but most imperative tone,  Not anothe#word, sir
not another word : these men are my prisoners.’ n
stepping lgack, I asked in a loud, firm voice, ¢ Shall 1 .
proceed to disarm the American troops?’ And he
could not help answering,  You may.’

“The American troops fell in at once in answer to
my command, and Major Taylor, Colonel Beerstler’s
second in command, asked me how I would have the
men formed, in file or in column.

“In file, if you.please, I replied, for I wished to
keep 4heir ranks broken as much as possible, and
dreaded every moment that Major De Haren, in con-
versation with Colonel Beerstler, would, by some
_ blunder, ruin all. The moment, therefore, that I saw
eight or ten files formed, I gave the order, ‘American

" troops, Right face—Quick march, that I might drive

Colonel Beerstler and Major De Haren before me, and
prevent their conversing together further during the
crisis.

“As we approached near Where our men were
formed, I stepped up to Major De Haren and asked,
¢ Shall the Amencan troops ground their arms here r
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‘No, he answered in a harsh tone, ‘let them march

through between our men and ground their; arms on _

the other side.’

“Filled with indignation at this great folly, 1
thought almost audibly, < What, sir, and when t}gey
see our handful of men, will they ground their arms
at your bidding ¢’ but said, in an impressive tone,-
‘Do you think it prudent to march them through
with arms in their hands in the pre%ence of the
Indians ?’

“ Before he could leply, Colonel Boerstlel holding
out his hand, exclaimed, < For God’s ba.ke sir, do what
this officer bids you!’ ‘Do so, said De Haren.

“<Americans, Halt —F¥Front —Ground your arms !’

“The order was obeyed promptly. Then the In-
dians sprang forward from Aheir hiding-places and
ran towards the prisoners, who in terror began to
seize their arms again.. The moment was critical. I
sprang upon a stump of> a tree and shouted, ‘Ameri-

cans, don’t touch your arms! Not a hair of your head .

shall be hurt,’ adding, ‘Remember, I am here’—a bom-

bastic speech, but I knew I could rely on the promi"se<
given me by the chiefs. The Americans stood still, _

and the Indians went among them taking possessmn

_of such articles of arms and accoutrements as pleased

them, especially the pistols ofthe dragoons, but in all
other respec#s with perfect forbearance and propriety.

« After the arms were grounded, and the prisoners

saw that the Indians were so orderly, I ordefed,
‘Right face—Quick march !’ and marched them away

vt ir o e e iy i i e g o e et
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from their arms.. All being now safe, I mounted my
horse and rode for waul,t,o Major De Haren, and ask
"him if ‘he had any speclﬁ order for me. For the first
time that day he bpoke civilly to me, and requested
me to ride on and join Colonel Beerstler and his
friend, Dr. Young, and conduct them to De Cou’s -
house.” )
The Lmdly intercourse between F itzGibbon and:the
men he had so recently captured, during this memdr-
able ride, and until they were sent on to Quebec, ha.s
‘been attributed to the fact that he revealed himself to
themas.a Mason. THere is, however, no méention of
this among FitzGikbon’s papers, and, knowing the
man from his life and the nobility of his nature, I am
much more inclined to believe it due to the natural
" courtesy’ with which a true soldier and gentleman
would treat a fallen foe. FitzGibbon made them feel
that-they were more the victims of cir eumstance than
responsible for defeat.
The following are the articles of capitulation made
between Captain McDowell, on the part of Lieut.-
Colonel Beerstler of the United States Army, and
‘Lleut.enant FitzGibbon, although signed by Major De
~Haren, of His Britannic Majesty’s Canadian Regiment,
. .on the part of Lieut.-Colonel Blsshopp, ‘commanding
‘the advance of the British, respectinig the surrender
‘of the force under the command of Lieut.-Colonel
Beerstler. It is taken from the original document
now in the Canadlan Archlves

N
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_— - R
“First. That Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler and the foree
under his command shall surrender prisoners of war. o
-« Second. That the officers shall retain their horses,
. arms and baggage. T
«Third. That the non-cominissioned officers and
soldiers shall lay down their arms at the head of the
British column and become prisoners of wat. :
« Fourth. That the militia and the volunteers with
Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler shall be permitted to return
4. . tothe United States on parole. -
. « ANDW. McDOWELL, ik
« Captain of the U. 8. Light Artillery. .

« Acceded to.
R “ C. G. BERSTLER, )
« Lieut.-Colonel comd’g detack’t U.S. Army.
. “B. W. DE HARENX,

. Y . 39 o
-« Major Canadian Regiment:

-~ The m:mber captured were 25 officers and “519

non-commissioned officers and men, of whom 50_were,
- dragoons, including 30 mounted militiamen ; also one

12-pounder, one 6-pounder, two ammunition ‘cars, and
_the colors of the 14th Régiment United States army.
The Indians killed and wounded 56 men. Colonel

< 3 Beerstler was also wounded. ~ : ' .

" FitzGibbon’s force consisted of 46 muskets, a cornef
of dragoons, and his own cool effrontery, ‘his Yein-'
forcement a captain of ~the dragoens (Provineial),

a sergeant, corporal and 12 dragoons—*the first of
our dragoons ever seen. in that quarter, and their
arrival had an excellent effect upon the negotiations.” __*
(Account sent at his request to the late Sir Augustus,
d’Este.) 7 : ' o
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“ His Royal Highness the Prince Regent was

graciously pleased to bestow a company upon me for
this service, and the commander of the forces, Sir
George Prevost, wrote with his own hand a letter - of
thanks to me for it.” (Ibid.)

Lest we should be accused of too highly coloring
the account, which undoubtedly-reads more like a

chapter in a novel than sober history, we give an

account taken from an American writer, who made
the best of it from a national point of view :

“ After the disaster -of Winder and Chandler at -

Forty Mile Creek, Colonel Beerstler was pushed for-

ward with six hundred men of all 4rms, dragoons,

artillery and infantry, to dislodge a'strong picket

: posted in a stone house about two miles beyond a

hilly pass, called the Beaver Dam seventeen miles
from Fort Géorge. -

“Arriving at the Beaver Dam, Colonel Boerst1e1 ‘

was surprised by a large body of Indians under the
conduct of young Brant and Captain William J. Kerr,
numbering about, 450 warriors. The battle was main-
tained for about three hours, the Indians, of course,

hghtmg after their own fashion, in concealmeént, hav-

ing apparently surrounded Colonel. Bcerstler in the
‘woods.~ - - -

“Indeed the enemy must have conducted the battle
with- considerable adroitness, for Colonel Beerstler,
galled on all sides, dared neither advance nor retreat,

Whlle the result of every observation was a conviction

that he was surrounded by far superior numbers. .

\\ . N - % @
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_ “ At length, Licut. FitzGibbon of the 49th (encny’s)
Regiment arriving on the ground with forty-six rank
.and file, sent a flag of truce to Colonel Beerstler
demanding a surrender. After some parleying, the
British lieutenant magnifying the number of their
troops and pretending to conduct the negotiations in
the name of Major De -Haren, not forgetting a few
~occasional suggestions touching the horrors of the
Indian massacre, Colonel Beerstler, having neither
reserve to sustain him nor demonstration to favor
him, surrendered his detachment as prisoners of war.
This battle occurred on the 24th of June, and wasa
brilliant affair for young Brant, since it was fought
by Indians alone, not a single cartridge being ex-
_pended by the regular troops of the enelﬂy.”* :

In a private Eetter from William Kerr (who was
Brant’s brother-in-law) to Lieutenant FitzGibbon, he -
gives the number of “the Indians as 250, who were
actually retreating when Colonel Beerstler surren-
dered to your handful of men.” *

The following are the official despatches in which
_the notice of the event was conveyed to headquarters :

“ TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH, June 24th 1813.

B SIR —At De Cou’s. this morning, about seven

o'clock, I received information that about 1,000 of the
enemy with two guns were advancing towards me’
from St. David’s. I soon after heard firng -of cannon
-and musketry, and in consequence rode in advance

* ¢ Life of Bra.-nt,” by William I. Thom, 1838. Dearborn & Co. |
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two miles-on tl 5t. David’s road. I discovered by

i the fiving that the -erremy was moving for the road on 4
1 the mountain.” I sent off Cornet McKenzie to order
il out my detachment of the 49th, consisting of a sub-
| altern and forty-six rank and hle and closed upon
| the enemy to reconnoiti®.
§ «T discovered him on the mountain road and took ;
f up a position-on an”eminence to the right of it. My f
i ‘ men arrived and pushed on in his front to cut off his "
’é retreat, under a fire fromn his guns, which, however,
did no execution. After examining his position, I

found it difficult to approach him, there being no
« wood in front or on the flanks to cover the Indians,

and his force (apparently 600) I could not approach, I o
i was here informed that he expectedﬁW ‘
: I therefore decided upon summomrrg 1m to surrender.
i “ After the exchange of several propositions be-
1 tween Colonel .Beerstler ‘and myself in the name. of
i Lieut.-Colonel De Haren, Lieut.-Colonel “Beerstler
L agreed. to surrender on the terms stated in the
articles of capitulation. On my return to my men to
send an officer to superintend .the details of the
surrender—you arrived.

“T have the honor to be, etc.,
“(Signed):. J. FITZGIBBOV ~
“ Lzeutenant 49th Reqzment SRR

- The soldier left his brother _soldier to continue the -
— - —— - - -account; knowing well that if fairly-told-the crédit-due-
. ~ would be given to him. Whether the misstatement
‘ in Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp’s despatch to Brigadier-
General Vincent was.due to him or to Major De Haren,
we cannot now ascertain.” All that we can find in
_reference to it in FitzGibbon’s papers is the following:
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« And here T will state what T believe caused Major
De Haren to conduct himself so strangely towards me
as he did, namely, his havi ing retreated from the scene
of action instead of adv ancing as I had done ; and,
afterwards witnessing my success, he felt how the
two proceedings might be contrasted, and he hoped
thus to give a turn to the passing circumstances which
-might change their appearance more in his favor than
the real facts would do. Other proceedings were
afterwards resorted to to rob me entirely of what was
due to me on this occasion: but I decline to state
them from tenderness to the memory of the officers
concerned, who are long since dead. I was, however,
afforded an opportunity soon after to plead my cause
before Major-General Vincent, Sir James Yeo and
Lieut.-Colonel Harvey, and justice was in part done
to me in a private letter to Sir George Prevost, for
the letter of Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp to MaJor-Genelal
Vincent, afterwards published, wholly wronged me.’

Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp’s letter to Brlo'adler— General
Vmcent now in the Canadian Ar chlves is as follows:

“BEAVER DAM, June 24th, 1813.
" “Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that the

“troops you have done me the honor to place under . -

my command, have succeeded this day in taking -
prisoners a detachment of the United States army -
under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler. In
this affair the Indian warriors, under the command of
Captain Kerr, were the only force actually engaged.
To them great merit is due, and to them I feel par-
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ticularly obliged for their gallant conduct on this
occasion.

“On the appearance of the detachment of the 49th
Regiment under Lieut. FitzGibbon, the Light Com-
pany of the 8th King’s Regiment, the two flank .

- companies of the 104th under Major De Haren, and
the Provincial Cavalry under Captain Hall, the whole
surrendered to His Majesty’s troops. To the conduct
of Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th Regiment, through
whose address the capitulation. was entered into, may
be attributed the surrender of the American army.

“To Major De Haren, for his speedy movement to
the point of attack and execution of the arrangements
I had previously made “'lth./}-l—l-lll I am very much
obliged.

“1 have the honor to enclose “the capltulatlon
entered into between Colonel Beerstler and myself,
and a return of prisoners taken, inclusive of wounded,”

_not yet ascertained. I lose no time in forwar ding my
Staff- Adjutant, Lieut. Barnard, to communicate to you

* this intelligence. He has been partlculally active
and useful to me on all occasions. I take this oppor-
tunity of mentioning him.to you, and beg the favor .
of .you to recommend him to His Excellency Sir
George .Prevost, as an active and promising young
officer.

B e e SRS =
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« T have the honor to be, Sir,
“Your most obedient servant,
- __“CEecIiL Bissnorp, )
« Lieut.-Colonel Commanding T'roops in Ad'va'nce
* BRIGADIER-GENERAL VINCENT,

“ Commandiny Centre Division.”
B S




A WRONG IMPRESSION.

Tennvson’s lines
o b

‘¢ A lie that is all a lie can be met and fought with
outright, - -
But a lie that is half a truth is a harder matter-
to fight,” o a ‘

might be applied here. The fact of \i\r\lcluding the

- forces under De Haren with the small \\detachment
under FitzGibbon’s immediate command in his report
to the General, leaves (and certainly did make on that
officer’s mind) the impression that the combined forces
were present when the negotiations between Colonel
Beerstlexg and the British were entered into—not, as
was actually the case, that they arrived after the
American general had surrendered at dism'etior\l\to
FitzGibbon. It will alsobe remembered that De Haren
reached the scene accompanied only by a colonel of
militia, having in his anxiety outridden his detach- -
ment. In fact, FitzGibbon’s fear lest his captives
should discover the smallness of his force, is but
another proof that De Haren’s had not yet come up-

“The situation was aptly described by the late Judge
Jarvis, of Brockville, who wéis with FitzGibbon at

- 'Beaver Dam: ¢ And when the Yankees did surrender,
we all wondered what the mischief he (FitzGibbon)
would do with them.” 'That the “ active and promis-
ing young officer ” must, however; have let something
of the truth out, General Vincent’s letter with which
he forwarded Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp’s, suggests :

o
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*&

«Forty MILE CREEK, June 25th, 1813.

« Sir—I have the honor of transmitting to Your
E<cellency a report I received from Lieut.-Coloncl
Bisshopp commanding the troops in advance, of the
success of a skirmish with a strong detachment of
ca_va’Ti'y- and infantry, advancing with two tield-pieces.

« In the vigilance of Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp, I feel”
much indebted, and leg leave to refer Your Excellency
to his report of the conduct of the officers and men
sunder his command, which is deserving every com- -
" mendation. I cannot but particularize that of Lieut.
" FitzGibbon, 49th Regiment, commanding a small
* yeconnoitring ‘party co-operating with the Indians,
through whose address-in entering intothe ‘capitula-
tion, Your Excellency will perceive by Lieut.-Colonel
Bisshopp’s report, that the surfender of the American
detachment is to be attributed. I begleave to recom-
mend this officer to Your Excellency’s protection.

«T have the honor to be, Sir, A
« Your obedient, humble servant,
« JoHN VINCENT,
« Brigadier-General.”

RETURY OF AMERICAN PRISONERS TAKEN NEAR FORT GEORGE,
JUxE 24TH, 1813.
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COLONEL BERSTLER’S LETTER.

OFFICERS’ NAMES AND RaNk.

Lt.-Col. Baerstler, 44th Regt.  Lieut. Kerney. 14th Regt.
Major Taylor, 20th Regt. Marshall, »
* Capt. McDowell, Lt. Artillery. " Waring, "
Macharnie, 6th Regt. Mudd, .t

w  McKenzie, 14th Murdock, o

« Cummins, » o Goodwin, o

w  Fleming, woow Clarke, "

o Reach, 23rd Regt. Robinson, «
Lieut. Norris, Lt. Artillery. Randall, "

Wi Shell, 6th Regt. (,ornet Bird, Dragoons

w Saumlilers, 14th Regt. Surgeon Young, 14th Regt. -

" Arne N "

(Copy.) J. HarvEYy,
Deputy Adjutant-General.

The history is not complete without a co;;y of .
Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler’s lettex.to, General Dearborn,
the original of which is in the-Canadian Archives:

« TWENTY MILE CREEK, June 25th, 1813.

“SIr,—1 am permitted to state the misfortune
which has befallen myself and detachment entrusted
to my care. We ploceeded yesterday until near the
- Beaver Dam, when we were attacked by ‘a large
force of Indié,ns, who were _reinforced by fegulars
under Colonel De Haren, while other reinforcements -
marched in the direction of our rear. The action
lasted three hours and ten minutes, -during which
time we drove them some distance into the wood, but
tinding. our men. not equal to that mode of fighting, .
I changed my position twice during the engagement
to get-more ({pen ground : but such was the position
that the enemy’s balls reached us “from every direction,
while he was concealed. Our ammunition being nearly-
(ix ended, surrounded on all sides, seventeen miles to
' where my force would have constantly
dlmmlshed, especmlly after spenchng our ammunition

2N
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while the enemy was gathering in from various out-

- posts: myself, Captain Macharnie, Lieut. Randall,
and Lieut. Marshall wounded, I saw ‘that in the ex- .
hausted state the men were in, that far the greater
part, if any, could never reach Fort George, therefore
was compelle 1 to capitulate. The officers under my
command will state what may be requisite as to my -
conduct.

[Then follows the same detail of prisoners abridged
from the one given above.]

4

“You will find enclosed articles of capltulatlon I
have the honor to be ! '
“ Your distressed humble se1va,nt
“C. G B(ERSTLER,

: Lieut.-Colonel 14th. .
“ MAJOR-GEN. DEARBORN.

.“I presume my destination will be Quebec. I beg
I may be exchanged as soon as possible.” *

In the following extract from a letter dated June
28th, 1813, and signed, James J. Fulton, AD.C; the
 effect of the capture is mentioned. After reverting
" to information and maps already sent to hjm,_(Sir
George Prevost), relative to the position of the-forces
~on the frontier, he adds:“ When the western Indians. - .
arrive, which we hope will be this evening, the whole,
amounting to about five hundred, will be sent to the
. Four Mile Creek. This movement will totally cut
off any supplies that the enemy might reeeive from
this side. of the water. Indeed, from anything we
learn since Colonel Beerstler’s disaster, they have




-

EFFECT OF THE CAPTURE. 103

not dared to send a patrol more than one mile from
Foit George in any direction.”

‘General De Rottenburg, who had recently been
appointed to the command of the Niagara frontier,
also speaks of the effect upon the enemy -of the
capture of the American general. After lamenting
the failure of Sir James Yeo’s expedition on the lake,
and the consequent impossibility of his attempting
to attack Fort George, which, in consequence of the
panic the Americans were thrown into by the capture
of Beerstler,-and the cutting off of all communiecation
between the garrison and their supplies, or from
- reinforcements from the land and riverside, had been
an easy prey, he adds:

“I have secured the position at Burhngton Bay
against a coup- -de-main. That glory hold I must
" retire to ultimately and maintain myself there until
the navy will be enabled to meet the fleet on Lake
Ontario. Had Sir James had time to spare to co-
Operate ‘with the army, Fort George Would have
fallen, but I do not now possess the means of attack-
ing them on both sides of the river. Lieut. FitzGib-
bon is a deserving and enterprising officer, and I shall
forward your letter to him.” . o

Unfortunately the private letter to itzGibbon
from Sir George Prevost was among the papers the
loss of which has given us so much to regret. -
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CHAPTER VI.

, LTHOUGH FitzGibbon speaks gratefully of
the reward for his services at Beaver Da,
reference to Colonel Brock’s letter, given in a

previous chapter, as well as to the extract below,
from the Canadian Archives, betrays the fact that the -
company “so graciously bestowed upon him ” was not -
unsolicited on his part. - In after years he regretted
his removal into. a colonial regiment. It took him
from under the notice of the. Commander-in-Chief, and
interfered with his success and advancement in the
army and as a soldier.

At the time, however, his ambition was satisfied by
obtaining a company in a regiment which he knew -
to have been- a favorite, and, to a certain Zextcnt a’
_ creation of: Sir Isaac Brock's. 5 s

[

“ HEADQUARTERS, KINGsTON, July 1, 1813. _

- “SIr,—I have the honor to.submit to your Excel-

leney’s. consideration the copy of a letter “from Tieut.
Johnson, of the Canadlan Fencible Infantry, %ohcxtmg
to be permltted to resign all pretensions to promotion
in the Glengarry Light Infantry, to return to his
lieutenancy in the Canadian Fencibles.

-« 1 beg leave to inform your Excellency that Lieut.
Johnson, at an early period, resigned his recruiting
orders Whlch were transferred to Lleut FltzGlbbon of
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the 49th Regiment, but were afterwards recalled and
restored to Lieut. Johnsen at the earnest solicitation
of his father, to the great disappointment and pre-
Judice of Lieut. FitzGibbon{who, in consequénce of

this prospect of promotion in the levy, reSIgned the
adjutancy. of the 49th Regiment X
“T beg strongly to recommend to you1 Excellency

notice the pretensions of Lieut. FitzGibbon of the
49th, from the circumstances above stated, but most
partlculally from his ability as an officer of a light
corps, in which 'line of service he has 1ecently SO-
/e'mlnently distinguished hlmself v

It would also appear from-’thls letter that the gift
of such promotion had to be earned by the recipient
in the arduous and, often expensive duty of recruit-
ing a. certain complement.of the men to form the
company over which he was granted the command.

FitzGibbon’s pretansions were favorably considered,
-and the step in regimental rank given him, but he
did not join the new regiment until January, 1814.-
He still retained command of the gallant little band,
of the 49th. :

On July 3rd, he sent’ Ensign Winder with a note
from Fort Erie, where he then was, to Chippewa,
- bidding him give it to- any militia officer he ecould -
find who would assist him in earrylng out the plan

it contained. *

The followmg report gwes the result

* Letter from Colonel Baynes to Sir George Prevest, Canadian
Archives, 797, page 131.

s
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“ CHIPPEWA, July 5th, 1813.

“ SiR,—For the information of General De Rotten-.

burg, please say that I last evening received. a note
from Lieut. FitzGibbon, requesting me to . assist
Ensign Winder of the 49th Regiment, with what
_militia I could muster, to make a descent about. day-
‘break of this morning upon Fort Schlosser, and bring
off what public boats and stores we could find there.
I accordingly, in the ‘course of the night, assembled
34, including officers, who, together with Ensign

Wlnder vohmteer Thompson and 6 privates of the. -

49th, crossed ‘over in three boats and arrived at
- Schlosser a little after daybreak, and 'were so fortu—
nate as to surprise the guard, consisting of 2 lieu-
tenanﬁs;,g\ sergeant, 8 privates, 3 civilians, and 3 of

our owft subjects, in the public storehouse at and .

upon the wharf. We found one brass 6-pounder, 57
stand of arms, 2} kegs|of musket Jball-cartridges, 6
- bulwarks (or musket- -proof curtains for boats), 1
gunboat, 2- bateaux, 2 anchors, 20 barrels of salt, 17
casks of tobacco, 8 ‘barrels of -pork, 1 barrel Whlskey,
with -sothe spades, bars and axes—all of which we
brought to this place. We left at Schlosser 6 scows,
6 boats{some of them very large), “#nd about 16 tons
weight ‘of cannon shot and shells. The scows and
‘boats, from their bemg immersed in water, we could
not bring off nor completely disable. We remained
at Schlosser about one hour, during which time no

person appeared _to oppose us; however, we had.
Jscarcely embarked in the last boat when from 12 to

~.15 men:came to the beach, supposed to be militia or
““workmen from Patey Mills.. They fired about twenty
. shots of musketry at us, which were returned by our
last two boats. No damage was done to any person

?’;?__:
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in the boats, and I believe l’1ttle hurt wa s done to
the people on shore. :

“I have the honor to be Sir,
“ Your most obedient servant,
. “ THOMAS CLARKE,
— « Lieut.-Colonel 2nd Lineoln Militia.
“To LIEUT.-COLONEL HARVEY,
‘ “Deputy A djuttmt-Generul.”

FitzGibbon had judged correctly in estimating that
the celebration of- their national festival, the anni-
. versary of the Declaration of Independence' would
occupy the enemy and render them less on the alert.
‘When sending Ensign Winder upon this enterprise,
he had a twofold object in view. He wished to give
his subaltern a chance of distinguishing himself in a

. sepalate serv1ce,_am1 so draw the attention of the -

- officer in comm%nfl‘:to hlm and obtain his recom-
mendation for proemotion. He also 1nf:ended with the
remainder of his party to make a umhltanpous raid
or attack upon Black Rock, a more important and
strongly garrisoned post on the enemy’s shores. -To
his. great disappointment, he could not obtain suffi-
“cient boats in which to convey “his men across the
" river, and was reluctantlv obhged to postpone the
_intended descent.. . -

- Sir George Prevost thought the success at Schlosser ‘
- of sufficient importance to issue a general order upon
it. S L : B

Two days. later, Lieut.-Cglonel Bisshopp informed
FitzGibbon that he desired to attack Black Rock, and

Pl

.
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had asked General De Rottenburg for three hundred
men, but could obtain only two hundred.
“Do you think this number sufficient 2"
FitzGibbon smilingly replied, T hope, sir, you will
not be offended when I tell you that I am only wait-

EE ing for boats to make the attack with less than ﬁftv

»

men.
“Then you think two hundred will do,” retumcd

the colonel ; adding, “ You must not attack, but wait
- _until I return with the men, and you shall accompany

”

me. , ) _ :

Colonel Bisshopp came*back the foilowiug morning.
He allowed FitzGibbon to arrange the plan of attacl\
to lead the advance, and: to undertake to cm@thc
retreat should the main attack be frustrated.

At two o'clock on the morning of the 11th, the ~
men embarked. A thick mist lay over the water,
making the morning very dark. FitzGibbon’s men
were in the first four boats. Owing to the darkness
and the strength of the current, they were carried
farther down than their intended: point of landing

~ -and had to pull up about a quartel of a mile on-the
enemy’s side.

Although it was broad daylight, the mlet still hung

over the river and its shores. Advancmg at once, then '

approach was soon discovered. by the one hundred and
fifty militiamen occupymg one of the barracks, who
were under arms to receive them. Rightly judging
that Colonel Bisshopp with the main body had been
carrled farther down the strea,m FitzGibbon had re-
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course to his old tactics to gain time, in order that

.they might join him. <

Leaving his- handful of men in the background
trusting that the nature of the ist would magnify
their number in the eyes of ‘the enemy, he adva,ﬁégﬂ
with his bugler and a flag of truce. He was met by
the American commander, Major Hall, with his
militiamen close at his back. Speaking in a voice
loud enough to be heard by all, FitzGibbon sum-
moned them to surrender. “I see you are all militia,

- and I do not wish to be killing the husbands, fathers

and brothers of your innocent families. You shall -
all be allowed to retire on parole.” : -

He had scarcely finished, when the men broke their -
ranks and made off down the hill towards Buffalo-as
fast as they could run. .

“Stop your men, Major Hall,” called out Fitz-
Gibbon, though secretly delighted -at the success of
his speech, “ this is quite irregular while negotiating
under a flag of truce

“I know; it, sir,” replied the mdlgndnt oﬁ‘icel “but,
I cannot stop them.” :

“Then I must detain you as my prisoner,” ariswered

~ FitzGibbon: but upon Ma]m Hall reiterating his
- inability to “stop- his men,” he added, “I see it, sir, -

therefore I will not detain you: you may retire.”
-Colonel Bisshopp now came up. ‘Eight large boats
belonging to the enemy were seized, loaded with two .
12-pounders, one 6-pounder, a large - quantity of pro--
visions and military .stores, and sent over to the
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Canadian side in chaige of about half his men. The
barracks and block-house, sufficient to accommodate
tive thousand men, were burneds-and a’schooner also
set on fire.

Had Colonel Birshopp been content Wlth such
measure of success, the enterprise had ended without
loss, but excited by the unexpected result he refused
to listen to FitzGibbon. He wished to carry off four
hundred barrels of salt that were piled on the beach.

. FitzGibbon knew that the panic caused by his
bold words among the American militia would be
only temporary—the light of the burning buildings
would discover the small number of the attacking -
party, and unless'they put the river speedily between
them and the enemy the result would be fatal.

FitzGibbon never liked to speak of this, and in all
his brief accounts of the affair I can find only the
following statement regarding this part of it: -

“The details of what followed I am unwilling to -
give, because it’ would be imputing blame to others
and taking credit to myself. I will only add that we .
remained longer than was needed, and were attacked
by a body of militia and Indians. About half of our
own force having been already sent back to our own

- shore with -the captured boats, the other half were . . - F
- driven to their boats, leaving behind a captain and
_fifteen men killed and wounded, and- having twenty-

seven killed and wounded in our boats. Colonel .
Bisshopp himself was wounded on shore and carried

to a boat. He received two wounds more in the boat,»
of which he died five days after.
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“For no man fallen in battle did I grieve so much
as for him. He was a man of most gentle and gener-
ous nature, and was more beloved by the militia, over
whom he was an inspectinw field officer, than any
other who served in the p10v1nce ‘during the war.
But he wanted either expeuence or Judoment and
fell in consequence in the prime of life, in the twentv-
eighth year of his age.”

From other sources, recollections of hearing the -

story as told by some who shared the enterprise, I
have been able to piece together what the soldier

" could not tell himself.*

The blazing® buildings attracted the Indians. - The
militiamen, ashamed of their panic, when reinforced
by Major Parker and the force at Buffalo, returned
and attacked the British with irresistible spirit Fitz-

Gibbon, true to his command,-endeavored to rally his

men and cover the retreat, but the disorder was too

great. In the confusion the wounded colonel nar--

rowly escaped being left in the enemy’s hands. Some
of the boats had already been pushed off, when the
cry arose that the colonel was wounded and down.
FitzGibbon shouted, “T6 the rescue!” Then as the men

“still scrambled for the boats, he called out, “ Come,
my lads, we’ll try for him anyway,” and followed by .

a handful of the devoted “Green 'uns,” made a rush
and succeeded in rescuing and carrying the wounded

* Losing refers to this in his ¢ Pictorial History of the War”—in
a note—where he says: ‘“ He (Bisshopp) was taken care of by the
gallant FitzGibbon and carried to the boats,” etc.

o
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officer to the boat. Alas, that the few strokes willing
arms plied could not evade the shot which carried
death with it.

In reading the fetv private letters extant, and the
scanty allusions to the condition of the army employed
on the frontier of Upper Canada-during the summer
and autumn campaigns of 1813-14, one learns some-
thing of the hardships and suffering patiently endured
by the men. The breaking down of the commissariat
here, as in the other quarters both before and since,
was the cause of much unnecessary privation and
anxiety on the part of those in command, who, for
want of the material and adequate supplies, were
unable to take advantage of either their own military
success or the blunders of their adversaries. The
often heavy loss of life, the cruel carnage, the heap
of slain which marked the taking of the enemy’s
guns, the loss of the hastily erected battery, or a -
detérmined stand against the onslaught of the enemy,
appear much more terrible under the reflection that
had the duty of those at headquarters to furnish the
machinery of war been more faithfully’ performed,
much of it mlo'ht have been saved. When one
reads, too, of battles fought and won, of daring
deeds dome in the face of the foe, victories won
against great odds, one scarcely realizes that the
report of killed and wounded is more than mere »
statistics, and is apt to dwell upon the comparison of
a small numerical loss with the greater as the chlet
item of congratulation.
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On the contrary, the weary record of men dying
singly of fever, exposure, or deprivation of the bso-
lute necessaries of life, due to an inefficient corﬁ?s
sariat, acquires animportance out of all.proportion
to the actual loss. A soldier will understand this.
Would he not rather die a hundred deaths in the
- moment of victory, than one on the lingering, weari-
ful bed of fever in camp ?

A touch is given here and there in a private letter,
a bitter word of censure’ Ievelled against the Com-
missariat department, of indignation at the appar-
ently wilful ignoxgnce of the situation displayed by
‘the Home Government, or even as near the-scene of
action as the headquarters at Kingston: a bare fact
stated in official despatches, or a sympathetic regret
expressed by an officer for the useless sufferings of
his men : these are all we have to enable us to judge
of the daily life of the soldier watching and waltmg
on the Niagara frontier.

“On my arrival here I found the troops in great
distress for necessaries, shirts, shoes and stockings.
Most of the 49th. are literally naked,” writes James

J. Fulton, A.D.C. to Sir George Prevost, on June 18th. :

The italics are his. (Canadian Archives.)

Speaking of the 41st on July 14th, General De -

Rottenburg says: “That regiment is in rags, and
without shoes.” (Ibid.)

The letters of that date reveal a history.of weari- .
some marches and counter-marches, unceasing vigi-

)
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lance, long watches, miserable worn-out camping
necessaries, where there were any at all, and scarcity
of pravisions and medicine.

The anxiety of the poor settlers, who were also
soldiers, to harvest their crops and save the produce
of their farms for their own use, their reluctance to
sell at any price, necessitated the placing of districts
in the immediate vicinity of the headquartels under
martial law.

The inefliciency of the officials, who omitted to take
stock of the quantity of stores of either food or am-
munition ; the harassing character of the warfare in

" the forest; the heat, drenching rains, sickness, and

the anxiety of each scattered handful of troops for
‘the safety or success of the others, knowing that the

defeat of one added tenfold to the dangers to -be -

incurred by the other; and the mystery and uncer-
tainty in which the intentions of the Commander-
in-Chief were shrouded, even to the officers imme-
diately under his command, added to the great dis-
ta.ncg,from' their homes and all that life held dear to
them, rendered the situation a most trying one for
both officers and men to endure with patience.

“ For many months past the prospect has appeared
so clouded to my imagination, and men and measures
so different to those which you and others have so
repeatedly expatiated on with sensations of pleasure
and confiderice, that T have been for months a silent
spectator of events which I durst not trust my pen to
dwellon. A vell of mystery and seclusion has, alas,

S
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-~
but too long been the plwalent feature in t]ns part
of the world.”*

Sickness decimated the ranks, and the great heat
increased the dangels

“The weather is, lntensely hot,” writes General De
Rottenburg from St. David’s, 30th of August, in a
private letter to Sir George Prevost, “and everybody
is more or less affected by it. Colonels Stewart, Plen-
derleath, May, Williams, FitzGibbon, and a great
number of others are laid up with the lake fever.
We are in great want of medicine and wine for the
sick.” -

Colonel Plenderleath had been obliged to retire

from the outposts at Long Pomt on July 31st;owing
to the great heat, drenchmg rains, and the sickness
among his men.

In the list of the troops to be employed on the
south side of the river in the projected attack on
Forts Niagara and George, on August 24th, are 350
of the 49th under Major Plenderleath, mcludmcr the
party of Lieut. FitzGibbon.

In the plan of attack, the Light Corps under Gen-
eral Vincent are detailed “to rendezvous at the head-
quarters at St. David’s: a sufficiency of boats and

craft to be previous'y at a convenient place for cross--

. .ing the river, between Lewistown and the Fort. The
Voltlgeurs Lieut. FitzGibton’s rarty and the Indians
to cross in the leading boats, and to possess themselves

* Extract from a letter written by Major Glegg, 49th Regiment,
from camp at Cross, to Drummer Powell, Oct. 8th, 1813.
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of the woody, close country near the fort. Major
Plenderleath to attack and possess himself of the

- guns and batteries on the bank of the river faeing
Fort George.”*

" There is no record of this carefully planned attack
upon Fort Niagara having been carried out, except
that portion of it under Major Plenderleath, including
Lieut. FitzGibbon’s party. The enemy were driven
in to their inner works, and fourteen prisoners taken.
The 49th had two officers and three rank and file
wounded.

The tidings of the defeat of General Proctor at
Moraviantown on the 5th of Qctober, and the prob-
able fate of the remnant of his small but brave force,
made instant retreat imperative.

“My friend General V- has only one decision -
to make, and, if I do'not greatly err, his time is very
short. Our sick and baggage aré hastening to the

- rear, and I hope to God we may follow them to-
morrow,” writes one of the bravest and best officers of
the 49th, from camp at Cross, Oct. 8th. “I shall not
consider our retreat safe until we reach Burlington,
and little advantage can arise from remaining there.
I have this instant received a private note from Fort -
George, from a source-to be 'depended‘ on, which men-
tions that the Indians have been crossing all morning
to this side, and an attack has been promised by
Major Chapin this night or to-morrow.”+

* Canadian Archives, 1812, p. 480.

" + Major'Glegg to Drummer Powell, from camp at Cross, October
8th, 1813.

-
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. That this promise was not kept, the miserable con-
dition of the retreating British force discovered, and

a hot pursuit, of more than possible success, made by -

the American army, was due entirely to the bold
front, the vigilance and bravery of the light troops
covering the retreat.

On the 14th, Major Glegg again writes to Mr.
Powell, from headquarters, Bensley’s :

“T am obliged to. send you hasty but very impoz-
tant details of our proceedmgs Your consideration
must make the necessary allowance. We arrived
here (Bensley’s) on the 12th, after under going a very
‘harassing march for our poor fellows, particularly the
numerous sick, whose pallid countenances cut me to
the quick. The elements were most unkind during
our retreat, but anything was pleasing after qulttmg
that sink of disease on the Twelve Mile Creck, where
an inactive residence had nearly annihilated as fine a
%body of men as were ever led against an enemy. Our
men are comparatively comfortable in this position.
They are all under cover, but of course barns will

not last much longer. Con51de11ng -all things, the

casualties of our retreat havé *béén very trifling.
Fortunately the enemy did' not pursue us. Colonel
Murray brought up the rear with the 100th and

* Light Company of the King’s, and he is still at the
‘Forty Mile, merely waiting until the bateaux: with

the sick have passed it. He will then fall back upon
Stony Creek, watching the two roads on the right
and left of that place.

« Of our further movements I.can give you no cer-

tain information at present. A plam statement of.

our 81tuatlon ‘has been transmitted to Kingston and

é
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Montleal and the wisdom of others must decide the
ultimate fate of this once efficient army. At all
events nothing will be done, unless compelled by the
enemy, before our sick are sent off ’

According to the records of the.49th, that regiment
marched for the Forty Mile Creek on October 2nd,
embarked in bateaux for York on October 4th, and
re-embarked for Kingston on the 5th, reaching that
place on the 11th; yet Major Glegg writes on the 14th,
without making any reference to the departure of his
own 1egiment or of ‘its having been separated from
the main body before their retreat from the frontier.

The rest in barracks in the more comfortable
quarters afforded them in Kingston was of short
duration. . When the American army, under the com-
mand of General Wilkinson, crossed the St. Lawrence
below Kingston early in Novemboer, the 49th was
- brigaded with the 89th and detachments of the Cana-
dian Fencibles and Voltigeurs, the whele under the
command of Colonel Plenderlaath and sent to watch

/

.the movéments of the enemv

On the 11th, the .battle of Cﬁrwlel s Farm was
fought, but of it FitzGibbon gives no detail. He was

- still'with his old regiment, as h» distinctly says that

he did not join the Glengarry Fencibles, in which his
promotion had given him a company, until January,
1814. He remained with the 49th until that regi-
ment reached Montreal on December 16th, and joined
" the Fencibles at Kingston, where they were quartered
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CHAPTER VII.

e JHE campaign of 1814 was begun soon after the

] opening of navigation. The first important

engagement was the attack upon Oswego on

. May 6th, in which the light-companies of the Glen-

garry Regiment were attached to De Wattev 11105
regiment:

The landing in the face of a shower of grape and

round shot, followed by the storming of the hill and

capture of the batteries, was a brilliant affair. The
Glengarries, who covered the left flank of the troops
in the advance, added a share in the honors of one
more victory to their former 1Lputat10n :

The regiment remained stationed in Kingston untll
early in June, when they were again ordered to York,
and in July were sent forward to the Niagara fron-
tier,.there to take part in the “ most active and severe
campaigns of any during the war. - But it afforded no
opportunity of doing anything individually,” writes
FitzGibbon' -«T was almost constantly employed in
-the advance, and the Glengarry Regiment for ming
part of the small brigade under Colonel (now Sir

Thomas) Pearson, he was best acquainted with me

-that summer, and to him I would gladly refer for
his opinion of me.” * :

* Letter to Sir Augustus d'Este, May, 1841..
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"On the 5th of July the enemy, three thousand strong -

were repulsed with spirit by a small British force from
Fort Mississauga, and Major-General Riall urged the
advance of troops from York to enable him to act

~upon the offensive, “while the militia and Indians

are flushed -with thelr success, and their enthusiasm

~ against the enemy 1is still burning with indigniation

at the wanton c_lestruction of houses and property at
St. David’s, every house between Queenston and the
Falls having been burned by them.”*

Information was obtained from' deserters (one of

whom candidly acknowledges “a fear of hard fight-
ing” as his reason for deserting) of the advance of
the enemy upon Fort George,t seven or eight thousand
str ong, with heay‘y ouns and mortars : o’t the building
of the batteries at Youngstown and other points to
bear upon the forts and prevent the advance of gun-
boats to their assistance : of the confidence of success
which animated the enemy’s ranks owing to their

superior numbers. This information is conveyed in

detail to Major-General Drummond in Major‘Riall’s
despatches of this date.

It is not my iﬁtention to enter into the details of

* Canadian Archives.

t Fort George had been occupled by General Murra.y when evacu-
ated by McClure on December 12th, 1813, who, on the 9th, had
commijtted the dastardly outrage \of burning the-town of Newark
( \Tla.ga.ra.) in order to prevent the British being able to winter in

. Fort George. Fort Niagara had been taken by assault on Decem-

ber 18th, and a bitter revenge wreaked on the American frontier in
retaliation for the burning of Niagara.

-
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the defendmg force, the weakness of the Brltlsh the -

~small garr isons, the sort of make-shifts of guns
mounted in Fort George, the an‘uety caused by the
short-sighted policy of one of our officers in permit-
ting the American Indians to attend a council meet-
ing held by those allied to .the British, “thereby
arousing much dissatisfaction amongst our* Indlans_
and western people.” LT .

The delay/in the arrival of the ~much-needed rein-,
forcements created fear lest the ardor of the militia
for revenge should cool, or their numbers be. decreased
by the necessity of returmng to their farms to cut
the hay receiving damage already from neglect. .

Major -Gleneral Riall doe% not exaggerate the situa-
tion when he speaks of himself as “being in a very
unpleasant predicament.” He had not sufficient men
or guns at his command.to relieve Fort Lxeorge without
end@ngermd the safety of the whole province:. He
could" not proceed against the enemy in one direction
without the risk of being outflanked and strrounded
on the one hand, or of losing the forts on the other:’

Lieut.-Colonel Tucker, who was in command at
Fort George, had watched with intense interest and

'applehensmn the great preparatlons be1 made by R

“the enemy to.attack it. The report of The engmeers
who had been sent some time previously to inspect
the condition of the defences of that important post,”
was unfavorable.. Fort George was not in a condition
to withstand a cannonade. ~The necessity for re-
inf()rc'ementzs and concerted measures, to enable the -
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British to attack the.enemy before their offensive
works were completed, was imminent. The enemy
had crossed, the River Niagara, had erected and were
still erecting further batteries, from which they might
attack the fort, or cover their retreat if _they were
repulsed. Major-General Drummond had" pushed on
all the force at his command, and was hastening him--
self to support Generals Riall and Tucker. He had
sent on the Glengarry Regiment in advance, and on
the 22nd of July-we find General Riall again reiterat- -
ing the necessity of haste and of all available support

All e details-may be gleaned from letters now in
the Canadlan Archives, but I must endeavor to con-

fine myself as much as is' possible to those only in
which FitzGibbon is mentloned

. “TwWELVE MILE CREEK, Jul’z/ 92nd 1814.

« S1R~T had the honor to write- to you this morn-
ing by Captain Jarvis, and enclosed you a-letter I had
from Lieut.-Colonel Tucker stating his’ apprehensions
for the safety of -Fort George, from the vast prepara-
tions the enemy seemed to be employed in making
for its reduction, and urging me to advance imme-
diat=ly-to its relief. About 3 o ‘clock p.m., T received
~areport from Captain FitzGibbon of the Glengarry
“Regiment, whom I had sent out with a party for the

purpose of reconnoitring and gaining information of
the enemy’s intentions, that he had withdrawn from
his position before Fort George, and was again falling
‘back upon Queenston. From the top of the hill over
that place, where- Captain FitzGibbon was, he was
enabléd to See his whole force, which was “in columm

cxtending from near tl}e im{age to De Puisaye’s house.
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The waggons and baggage seemed to be halted at
Brown’s.  When Captain FitzGibbon left the hill, .
which he was obliged to do by the advance of a body
of cavalry and riflemen, the column was moving
towards St. David’s, and when about a thousand
centred into that direction, it was halted. Captain
FitzGibbon wass obliged “to retire with his party .
through St. David’s,.and was pursued about a mile
upon the road leading from thence to this place. I-
understand some riflemen have advanced to within
a mile of the Ten Mile Creek, which is the rendezvous
for Lieut.-Colonel Parry’s brigade of militia. That
officer has been indefatigable in his exertions, and has
_“acquired. great influence with the militia. I have
directed Lieut.-Colonel Pearson to detach two com-
panies of the Glengarry Regiment to his support, and
he has beside a counsiderable number of Indiaps with

him.”—(General Riall to Mddor—General Drummond,

Cdnachan Archives.)

The b&ttle of Lundy’s Lane was one of the hardest
" fought and most 1mportant engagements of the war..
'Waged at night, in darkness and against a superior
force, augmented by relays of fre'sh troops, it was a
hand-to-hand conflict, and nobly did the British hold
their ground. The particulars of the struggle have so

- of.en been recounted, that I need not dwell upon

them. here. . The Glengarry Regiment-had been sent
_ in advance to reconnoitre the American camp at Chip-
pewa, and watch the movements of the enemy. They
occupled the high ground near Lundy’s Lane, and
were . given the post they had-eecupied before—the
right ng of the army At first the principal attack

: B LT ae
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_ was sustained by the left and centre, buf before the
close of the engagement the right had thgir share of -
the fighting. On the defeat and retreat of the enenlj,
who were'in such haste to return to Fort Erie that
they threw the greater part of their camping equipage
and provisions into the rapids, the light troops were
detached in pursuit. '

In General Drummond’s report of the battle, he
speaks of the Glengarry Regiment as displaying
“most valuable qualities as light troops.” (Des-
patches, July 26th, 1814.)

A sharp affair of outposts took place between the
pickets of the rival camps before Fort Eric on the
8th of August.

~ The enemy threw out the whole of his riflemen
into the woods for the purpose of driving out the
British Indians. At first they appeared to be success-
" ful. - The Indians retired rapidly on the advance pick-
ets, carrying them with them. The retreat was, how- .
ever\ only temporary. The Glcngarry',Regiment ad-
~ vanced with promptltud’e and great spirit, and, being
supportéd by the reserve, the Americans were driven

back and the advance post re-established. In this -

engagement the regiment had two men killed, seven

wounded one taken pI'lSOIlOl‘ and two reported -as- -

niissing.* :

“ I~ cannot iorbear writes Lfeut.-General Drum-
mond, from his headquarte mp before Fort Erie,
on A:g?fst the 12th, « taking this occasion of express-

?.»‘

*CGanadian Archives, 685, pa.ge 47,
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ing to your Excellency my most marked approbation

" of the uniform exemplary good conduct of the Glen-
garry Light Infantry and.Incorporated Militia—the
former under the command 6f Lieut.-Colonel Batters-
by, and the latter under Major Kirby. These two
corps have constantly been in close contact with the
enemy’s outposts and riflemen during the severe
service of the last fortnight. Their steadiness and -
gallantry, as well as their superiority as light troops,
have on every occasion been conspicuous.” . Yet it
was just.at this time that one of the officers of the
Glengarry Regiment asked for leave.

"The story of FitzGibbon’s. marriage has been told
so often as* a romantic -incident of a soldier’s life by -
those who heard it at second or third hand from his
fellow-soldiers, that it is difficult to ascertain the

’ con'éﬂ.\‘%ails of time and distance with sufficient
‘accuracy & put the story into print. I can find no
record of -it among his papers, yet my readers will
readily recognize that a man of FitzGibbon’s char-
acter would be of all men the most unlikely to tell .
it on paper, although by-a friendly fireside it might -

(\be frequently - alluded to among those who were hl%
‘companions in arms at the front. AR

FitzGibbon was certainly with his regiment durmg‘
the whole campaign, with the exception of the few
days for which, to! the qstonlqhment of his colonel,
he asked leave, asking without giving any reason
for such an apparently unreasonable request. It is
safe, perhaps, to say that no other officer but Fitz-
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Gibbon would have had such a request granted. His
reputation as a capable officer and for great personal
bravery stood his friend.* '

His word that the need of leave was 1mportant to-
him, th@ﬁe would return before any decisive battle -
was fought and his presence required, was sufficient.
Permission was given, and the soldier set off to meet
his bride.

* Despatches were sent to the Commander-in-Chief
at Kingston on the 8th of August, and again on the
10th. Whether FitzGibbon was the bearer of either
we have no means of ascertaining, but he tertainly
found some means of sending a private despatch by one
or either of them to the girl he was engaged to marry.

*Lieut.-Colonel Bullock in his ‘¢ Operations of the Army under -
General Wolfe,” published in the columns of the Canadian Loyalist
and Spirit’ of 1812, Kingston, June 13th, 1844, tells the following
anecdote of F;tzGlbbon apropos of the bursting of shells from the .
enemy’s guns : = .

““Those shells are very dangerous customers, and yet they some-
times afford amusement, for I remember in Augusﬁ, 1814, Colonel

" FitzGibbon and myself were on picket together near our batteries
before Fort Erie, he with his company of the Glengarry Light
Infa.ntry, and I with my Grenadiers of the 41st. The batteries and
Fort Erie were exchanging fire. It wasa ﬁne summer da.y, and we

~ were seated on the ground amidst some young second-growth oak’

trees. FitzGibbon was quoting with great volubilitz some parts of -~

the ‘ Rejected Addresses,” when suddenly a shell burst. m-the air .

_close to us, and my brave friend’s tongue received an immediate

check, and no wonder, for the fragments of shell made an awful
clatter among the trees; we were fortunate enough to remain
uninjured, and away went my friend again at the °Rejected

Addresses,’ as rapidly as ever. Such is courage.”
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He bade her meet him in Adolphustown, then an
important little town on the road between KmO‘%ton
and York.* . ] :

Landing at the Carrying-place, he rode sixty miles
to the church door. On Sunday, the 14th of August,
* he Wwas married to Mary Haley, by the Rev. George
OKill Stewart, the Church of England minister at
Kmov%ton by license, in the presence of Gavin H.
Hannlton and R. MacKay.

The knot tied, the soldier said farewell to h1s wife -

on the church steps, and rode back to keep his word
to his colonel.

The condition of affairs on the frontier, hard fight-
ing, privation and sickness being the inevitable order

In an editorial column of, the same paper from which the above
is taken is the following paragraph :

- Under the head of * Operations of Wolfe’s army before Quebec,
the conclusion of which will be found in the first page, there is an
“dnecdote given by the gallant author (C. J. Bullock) which fully
bears out the character for resoluteness and sqng-ﬁ'bz'd ever
attributed to the old Forty-ninther. Those only, however, will
feel an interest in the anecdote who have ever seen a shell forced
from an enemy into the heart of his own position. The?, on the.
-contrary, whose knowledge of the effect of shells is confined to a
few field days when men play at soldiers, cannot be expected to
understand either the danger to which Colonel FitzGibbon was

- exposed, orthe ptquancy of the composure he manifested on this

occasion.’

* Adolphustown was settled almost entirely by the U. E. Loyal-
ists, who came over from the opposite shore of the lake upon the
Declaration of Independence. It boasted of a court house and
registrar, and still possesses.one of the oldest churches, if not
indeed the oldest, in the Province,
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of the day: his regiment being always sent to the
front, and th¢ officers exposed to constant danger; the
pbssibility, indeed, the 'probability, of .an American
bullet finding a billet in his breast, and the girl he
loved being thus left unprovided for, seemed .to Fitz-
Gibbon ample justification for such an extraordinary
“and romaxq&\step. If he fell, as his widow she would
be entitled to a pension and thus be provided for.

The notes and letters from which I have taken the
principal incidents of FitzGibbon’s life were written

~ after his wife’s death; there is no particular mention
of her in them. Always delicate, the tragic-death of
one of their sons in 1834 was a blow from which she
never recovered. She died in Toronto, on March 22nd,
1841, and was- laid beside her brother-in-law, Simon
Washburn, in St. .James’ churchyard. His tomb-
stone is still to be seen close under the walls of the
east aisle. -

There are two or three fragments of loving letters
extant, written during their rare separations from
each other, but none of any interest to the public.

From several books in my possession, such as the
“ Beauties of Hervey,” on the fly-leaf of which is

" written her name and the words, “ From a friend in
the 49th, Quebec,” and in ink of a later date, the
initials, “J. F. G.” Mrs. FitzGibbon must have been
a woman of some taste and education.- She was not .

_ a society woman, and is only remembered among the
~ few remaining friends as one whose health kept her

; a close prisoner to the house. FitzGibbon always .

/
/
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spoke of her with sadness and lovirnlg_gity: her eldest
son with the devotion of one to whom she had been
a good mother and a tender dep:ndent charge. '
The privations suffered by the troops, the want
of provisions, ammunition and clothing, had begun
to assume alarming proportlons by the 18th of
August, 1814. ' 5‘
Comtant skirmishes with the enemy, the wanton
destruction of the crops, the harrying of the scttlers’
cattle and burning of their barns, stores-and mills,
roused the strongest feeling against the Americans,
. and kept the fore0 camped before Fort Erie con-
stantly on the alert.. The erection. of batteries to be
directed against Fort Erie or reinforcements from.
the American shore occupied évery available man and
moment. The light troops were employed constantly
in the advance to protect the men at work. Early
in September the rain set in with such violence that
the discomfort of the men was much increased. The
roads were rendered almost impassable for artillery.
The enemy had been largely reinforced from the
opposite shores and had an ample supply of ammuni-
tion, while the weakened British force were reduced
to counting their rounds and were in hourly antici-
pation of attack ‘This was indeed ardently desired
by men and officers alike. Too weak to assume the
offensive, they yet- felt themselves equal to resisting
an attack and proving to the enemy that they still
had British soldiers and British pluck against them.
General Drummond speaks about this period of the
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campaign, as. one “which has been: marked by a

“series of unlucky circuinstances, as well as, of late,

by severe hardships and privations on the part of the
troops, who, I am most happy in reporting, have borne
them with the utmost cheerfulness'and have evinced
a degree of steadiness and spirit highly honorable
to them.”

FitzGibbon was sent to Kingston in September
with despatches from .the camp before Fort Erie,
which resulted in Major-General Stovin being ordered
to Lieut.-General Drummond’s support. In a letter
now among the papers buried in the Militia Depart-
ment at Ottawa, FitzGibbon is spoken of as being in
cha.rge of a convoy with stores and necessaries for the
front In another and later letter he is addressed
as “in command of the mcorporated militia now on
the frontier at Niagara.”

There are probably other letters among these buried
records in which FitzGibbon’s name occurs, but the
bundles being as yet unsorted I was not allowed
further access to them.

FitzGibbon accompanied Major-General Stovm
when he joined Drummond on September 17th, On
the 19th, the Americans attacked the batteries so

‘recently-erected by the British, « the fire from which

annoyed them much.” (Despatch to Washington.)

The attack was made under cover of a heavy fire
from their artillery, and with their whole force,
amounting to about five thousand men. The state of
the roads and the torrents of rain falling at the time
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enabled them to succeed in turning the right of the
line of pickets without being perceived. A -simul-
taneous attack being made on the batteries, they
penetrated as far as No. 4 picket.

“I myself,” writes Drummond, “ witnessed the good
order and spirit with which the Glengarry Light In-
fantry under Lieut.-Colonel Battersby pushed into
" the wood, and by their superior fire drove back the
enemy’s light troops.” (Canadian Archives.) =

Lietit.-Colonel Pearson, with the Glengarry Light’
Infantry under Lieut.-Colonel Battersby, pushed for-
ward by the centre road, attacked and carried with
great gallantry the new entrenchment then in full
* possession of the enemy. (Ibid.) The British line of

-pickets was again established as it had been before
the attack. ’

The American general, Writing from Fort Erie,
speaks of this sortie as one “ which, as respects ha d
ﬁO*htmg, is not excelled by any .one since the waf.
The American loss was much greater-than the British,
the loss of officers being exceptionally great. The
situation on the Niagara frontier was critical. The
enemy were increasing their force 4t every point, and
had even induced their mi.itia to-cross t> Fort' Ene
to the number of three thousand.- - - K -

Fort Niagara had been so damaged by the iricessant
rain as to render it unfit to resist an attack: The
difficulty of obtaining provisions was increasing.” ‘Am-
munition was short; the men in need of clothing,
many of them in rags, and entire companies without
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shoes ; the roads so bad that the heavy ordnance could
not be moved without great difficulty; their C‘mups
pitched literally in the water on a %wampy 0‘101111(].”
the nights growing cold, the early mornings frosty,
and sickness increasing; constant vigilance, frequent
-roll calls, and skirmishes with the enemy harassing
the men. The sickness among the troops increased
to an alarming extent, while an ineessant downpour of
thirteen consecutive days rendered the camp a lake
in the midst of a thick wood.

The extreme wretchedness caused by these circum-
stinces determired Lieut.-General Drummond to order
a retreat towards -Chiprewa, to about a mile from
their present camping-grovnd, where, “if attacked,
better conditions would enable the brave handful of
troops which I command to at least have the advan-
tage of fighting on ground:omewhat: open.” (Gen.
'Drummond’s despatch Sept. 21st.)

The retreat was well executed, disturbed merely by
the advance of the enemy’s pickets, who were driven
back by the British, and’ the new camp occupied on
the.22nd. Here, too, we find the Glengarry Regiment
forming part of the advance, in case the enemy

“should attempt to penetrate towards Chippewa in

" force,” to “ guard -and prevent the enemy erossing
Black Creek ” (Archives, page 268.). -

-Reports of the enemy having received large rein-
forcements of regular troops reaching him, General
Drummond decided to furthér concentraté his force
‘behind .Chippewa, an& with the advance composed of *

= ,.~:{g:—1—.
<
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. the Light Companies' of the 6th, 82nd, and 97th
regiments ‘under Major Stewart, the Glengarry Light
Infantry, a squadron of the 9th Dragoons, and one
gun, the whole under the command of Lieut.-Colonel
Battersby, be prepared “to withstand any attack he
(the enemy) might make upon the position.”

The movements of the enemy and the rumored
extent of his reinforcements rendered it prudent to
- withdraw the defending force yet nearer to Chippewa,
although advance posts were still left a little in front
- of Black Creek. These advance posts were “fifty
men of the Glengarry Light Infantry.” The remainder
of the regiment were stationed at Street’s Grove.
-(Canadian Archives, C. 686.)

“On the evening of the 13th, the enemy addvanced'
to Black Creek, a_nd having effected the passage of
" that creek during the night, he continued his advance
as far as Street’s Grove on the following morning,
the Glengarry Light Infantry retiring before him
with the utmost regularlty A line of pickets was
taken up at a short distance in front of the téte de
pont, and occupied until the morning, when they
were obliged to retire into ‘the works before -the
whole of the enemy’s army.” * (Ibid. p. 31)

.- The fire from his guns continued the whole “day,

but at-night he retired to his camp at Street’s Grove.
During the 16th, he continued to deploy columns of-
infantry in front of the British position at the mouth
of the Chippewa, without, however, venturing within
.- the range of the guns. About one o’clock on the 17th,
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his tloops disappeared.” Pickets Wele 1mmedmtely
thrown out, and both ‘cavalry and infantry pubhed in
different directions-to reconnoitre. The enemy had
abandoned Stre ts Grove and retired to Black Creek. -
The steadiness .of* thie retreatj of the Glengarry Regzi--
ment, and the _posmon of tH) British being stronger
than they ‘had anticipated, as well as the rumored
approach of the British fleet -on the lake, were the/ ..

probable causes ot this budden retreat on the part of - ‘

the Americans.
On the 18th, a large body ‘moved up Black Creek

in the direction of Cook’s Mills, on Lyon’s Creek. = |

The Glengarry Light Infantry are here-.again to the
front. . They, with seven éompanies'of the 82 '

‘immediately sent in that direction. Upon th¢ receipt \ )

of further tidings of the enemy’s force and/probable
_intentions, the 100th Regiment, and the three re-
maining companies of the 82nd, with one gun, were
ordered to join them. With this force,/in all about
750, Colonel Meyers was ordered to ffél the enemy
very closely.”

Colonel Meyers carried out his instructions, and, in
his letter to Major-General Drummgnd, speaks very
highly of the’conduct of the Glengarry Infantry. “I
found the enemy’s advance,” he Wr'f:es, “with a strong '

support, posted on the /right Ba,n}(“"o‘f’a'fa;vine which

" runs to Lyon’s Creek, 4 small distance from the mills.
A part of the Glengarry Begnnent turned down a
sinall wood, which covered . th/e front’of the enemy,
and crossed the head of the r7/v1ne Whllst the rema1n~
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der pdssed through the wood. By this mov ement'th\e
enemy’s light troops were driven back in admirable -
style, whllst @' part of his force crossed Lyon’s Creek’
for the purpose of annoying our left. Having chiefly
" the recognizance in view, and finding that object not _
to be attainable by a forward movement, from the
thickness of the woods, I retired the Glengarry Regi-
ment, and fell back a small distance in the hope of
. drawing the enemy forth to the open ground, and, if
circumstances would justify it, to bring him to a more -
general action.” /(Canadian Archives.)

The force thl/s coaxed into action or skirmish, from
which they swﬁered greatly, amounted to from 1,500
to 2,000. ““The conduct of the Gléngarry Regiment
during -the campaign has been so conspicuous, that
Lieut.-Colonel Battersby and the officers and men of the -
corps can receive little furthier praise from any report

“of ‘mine, but on th“is' occasion I cannot refrain from.
adding my huwble tribute of applause to their earned
fame.” (Colonel Meyers’ letter.)

- This was replied toby a letter to the troops from, -
" the Lieut.-General, thanking them for their gallant
. behaviour.

In the General Orders of October ’22nd the regi-
ment, is.brigaded with MaJor-GeneraI De Wattevﬂle s,
and formed at Street’s.-- - * o

The -success-of - Colonel Meyers reconnaissance re-
‘ sulted in the retreat of the. American army.

_ The American commander General Brown, had -
detached“iswo of hls reglments to cover his retreat ~ - '
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from Cook’s Mllls and so well had the (zlencrarry
Regiment “felt them ” that they” retreated in haste to
‘the shelter of the guns the state-of the roads had
prevented their bringing with them, without stopping
to burn the mills; or pausing to hazard the engage-
ment their pursuers were so anxious to provoke.

Falling back over the heights opposite Black Rock,
~ they crossed over to their own shores, leaving only a
few hundred in Fort Erie. Although Genelal Drum-
mond was able to report all the positions held by the
. British troops in good order, he ,was too well aware
of the critical state of affairs, the want of pr rovisidns,
‘the state of theroads, and the uncertainty of Sir James
Yeo's movements on the lake, to heed the letters 4xom
headquarters urging- him “not to let the season pass
without striking some decisive blow,”

The retgeat of-the American army might Well have
been construed as a feint to draw the British on, that
by turning their position and outﬂankmg them, they
might obtain by strategy what they had failed to
accomphsh by force. The British, however, were too .
well aware of the numerical superiority of their enemy
t0 either imagine such a ‘course necessary or doubt
_the reality of then retreat.

General Drummond had faith in his advance plckets :
in the vigilance of hiS officers, and in the impression
. the valor of his hght troops had ma,de upon the
eneiny. € -

A rumor reachmg the commanding pﬂicer that the )
enemy were about to evacuate Fort Erie, FitzGibbon
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was detached with a small party to reconnoitre a
“closer quarters. :

True to his usual custom of going himself to the
front when there was any risk of capture, or the
information acted upon being incorrect, FitzGibbon
posted his party in the wood, and rode forward alone .
to within a few yards of the.fort. There appearing
to be none of the usual signs of activity or life within
its walls, he ventured nearer, and entering the fort
rode through every part of it.

The enemy had evacuated it enly a -few hours be-
- fore, having. blown up the works and in every other -
Ie@pect completely dismantled and destrovw it, leav-
ing nothing but ten or twelve kegs of . damaged
. musket ball and cartridge. (Canadian Archives.)

The Glengarry. Regiment was destined for York,

to be quartered there during the winter, but the

movements of the enemy made it necessary to retain

a force on the frontier. Fit2Gibbon’s company was
stationed at Turkey Point.

. Although the war was practically over, the country
along the frontier and throughout the Niagara penin-

sula had been so desolated, and was still in such a

. defenceless condition, a prey to bands of marauding
" freebooters, that the Glengarry Regiment had still

some exercise for its abilities as light troopshin pur-
suing these wretches and protecting the inhabitants.
Upon the official declaration of the peace in March,
the Glengarry Regiment was stationed at York.
The knowledge of woodland warfa;re"acquxiréd dur-
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ing these two campaigns on the frontier of Canada,
bore fruit in after years in a paper written for the

~advice of his second son, when in 1840 he obtained

for him a commission in the 24th Regiment (see
Appendix VL), then serving in Canada.

The < Hints,” as he calls the letter, were printed for
privat{e circulation among his soldier. driends. The

following letter from Sir John Harvey, at that time

Lieut.-GQ_vernor of New Brunswick, is an acknow-
ledgment of one of these sheets: '

“ GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
“NEW BRUNsWICK, October 29th, 1840.

“My. DEAR Sir,—It will always afford me, as it has -
ever done, very sincere satisfaction to hear of your -

- welfare and of ' the high degree. of. egteem and respect

which your public and private worth appears to have
obtained for you, on the part not only of the author-

. ities under which you have acted, but of the com-

munity in which you have lived. -
“I have not forgetten, nor am I capable of forget-
ting, how admirably ydu justified my selection of you

for a difficult and hazardous service—one from the

able and successful accomplishment of which both the
country and yourself reaped honor and advantage. .
- “I thank you for-the paper you have sent, but

~ more for the warm expression of your friendly good-_

wishes, and accept mine for yourself and all your
family, and believe me very faithfully yours, .
_ “J. HARVEY.
“ CoL. F1TzGIBBON,
“ Toronto,”
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CHAPTER VIII.

"I EFORE the disbanding of the Glengarry Fen--
&ibles, then stationed at York, in 1816, the
Adjutant-General of Militia in Upper Canada -
offered FitzGibbon a position in his &ffice at £125
per annum. ‘
Although the salary was small, FltzGlbbon gladly
accepted it. - Having no private means to draw upon
when extra expenditure was required; the purchase -
" of his uniform and horse, when first appointed to the
adjutancy of the 49th, formed the nuecleus of debt
from which he was not entirely free until within a
a few years of his death. .
Generous, impulsive, and sanguine to a fault, Fitz-
Gibbon eould take no thought for the needs of the
- morrow when those possible contingencies were
likely to fall upon himself. He could close ,Lyéither
his door, his Jpurse, nor his kmdly helpful sympathy
to.anyone ; he would give away his last penny, sharé.
his last crust, rather than turn a deaf ear to one in
need of either. ~ He used his influence to further the
interests of others, without ¢onsidering for a moment
that he was thereby jeopardizing his own. His san
guine temperament always 'brightened the distant
horizon, although the clouds overhead might be black
and lowering. Simple in’his living, of great physical
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strength and sound health, his creed was comprised in
the brief maxim, “Trust in God and do good to your
neighbor.” Full of gratitude himself, he had faith in

‘the gratitude of others. Knowing that the country
owed hiin much, he never doubted that sooner or -
later the debt would be paid. How this confidence
was misplaced and the reward of his work denied

_him, is the saddest part of his biography. Disap-
pointment embittered for a time his warm-hearted,
enthusiastic nature. The gradually increasing require-

- ments of a growing family, the accumulation of debt,
the petty annoyances of the office, sprlngmg from
the incapacity or ignorance of those above him,
-and the absence of generosmy on the part of some
~ ‘whom he had served in spite of themselves, fretted
“his excitable nature almost to the verge of 1nsan1ty
His self-unconsciousness ‘and frequent disregard of
appearances gained him the reputation at one time
of being “just-a little cracked ” in the eyes of the

_—dullards among his contemporaries. '

- This, -however, belongs’ to a later perlod of his

- biography. At present all was hopeful, happy with -
his wife and young children. Conscious of the value

.. and capabilities of the new country, and of the field
it mlght be made for the exercise of the talents, -
energies or loyalty of its population; finding plenty
to do to occupy his time, and being among the men
and friends with whom he had fought for the country
of his .enforced adoption, FitzGibbon was-then fairly

content with his position and prospects.
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* .He lived at this time in a white house within the
precincts of the fort, a house which I believe at one
time formed part of the barracks. It has often been-
pointed out to me, as a child, as the house in which his
eldest son was born. It is still standing.

In 1819, finding the small salary from the office he
held <insufficient to support a family, he resigned it
and devoted himself to the business of a land agent,
which brought in larger returns. He also held the
office of.:Administrator of the Oath of Allegiance.

In 1820, he was appointed'one of the Justices of
the Peace in the Home District. His name appears
frequently in the records of the Quartel Sessions,
during the succeeding years.

In 1821, he was again offered an appomtment in
the Adjutant-General’s office, but refused to ‘accept it
unless the salary was-increased to ten shillings a day,
that being the sum received by the senior clerks in
the other departments.

The Adjutant-General a.pphe?l to Sir Peregrine’
'Maitland, and an order-in-council was passed to
grant the sum. FitzGibbon then accepted the post,
retaining the privilege of admmwtermg the oath of
allegiance with its attendant fees. .
In the following year, 1822, a readjustment -of
salaries was made in the department F ltiGlbbon
- was raised to the position of Assistant Adjutant-
: General, Put, to his intense indignation, his salary
was reduced instead of being raised. The revenue at




142 / ‘ A VETERAN OF 1812

the disposal of the Provincial Government was small,
and in order to increase the salary”oI>the Adjutant-
General, a decrease in those of the officials below him
was necessary. FitzGibbon was unfortunate enough
to -be the principal sufferer. Although justly incensed

at such treatment, and at the injustice of putting .

him in a position requiring greater expenditure, while
lessening the means of defraying it, FitzGibbon,
believing it must be remedied, retained the post.

I have hitherto said nothing of FitzGibbon as a
Freemason, although his name is intimately associated
with the work of Masonry in Upper Canada.- He
had been made a Mason in and a member of the
military lodge in Quebec, in 1803, when stationed
there  with Colonel Brock ° and the 49th. In the
minutes of this Lodge No. 40, A. Y. M., held on August

" 12th, 1813, at Petrles Hotel, Quebec is the tollow-

ing congratulatory notice of FitzGibbon’s success at -
Beaver Dam :

“ The recent events that bear testimony of.the pro-
fessional abilities.of Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th
Regiment, will be duly appreciated by his country,
and the soldier receive a recompense worthy of the
laurels he has e#rned.

“ All that concerns the reputation or interest of a .
~ brother Mason merits the attention of the fraternity
in general, and becomes more immediately interesting -
to that Masonic Lodge to which 'he may have belonged.
The members of Lodge No. 40 feel that they are -
_called upon to express their admiration of the judg-
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nient and bra,vel y of Lieut. FitzGibbon, who they
have had the satisfaction of taking by the hand as a
member of their society, and they unammou@ly desire
he will a,ccepf their fervent wishes that fortune may
continue to afford him opportunities which his pre-
fessional takents and manly character can i unprove to
the advantage of his country and his own reputation.

« Resolved unanimously, that a copy. of the fore-
going minute, signed by the -officers of the lodge, be
transmitted to Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th Regi-

.. “ment.

« (Signed) THoMAS StotT, W.W,,
Lodge No. 40.
- WM. McCABg, S.W., No. 40.
. " Pierre Dovcer, J.W.
e © WIiLL. GIBSON, Secy No. 40 ”

In 1822, when Slmon McGllhvray, the special craft
envoy of the Duke of Sussex, the Grand Master of
England, came to Canada to reorganize the craft,
which had fallen into a somewhat shattered condition
after the death of R.W. Bro. Jarvis, the Provincial
Grand Master, he selected FitzGibbon as the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master. It was a position of great
honor, and 'his conduct of the affairs of. the craft,
particularly exemplified in his courteous bearing, his

_attention to the work and the excellent address which -

he prepared and gave to the craft, will forever keep
his name bright in the annals of the fratermty in
this country.

‘Asan instance of his thoughtfulness for his brethren
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in the hour of trouble, the story-is told, and though,-'
as I have said in a former page, there is no written
record of. it améng his papers, it is one_that is gener-
ally believed among the fraternity, who possibly have -
traditional data for it, and there is no reason” why it
should not be true. It is to the effect: that on the
day of the surrender at Beaver Dam, FitzGibbon
discovered that two of the American officers, Lieut.-
Colonel Beerstler and Dr. Young, were members of a
Masonic Lodge in New York city, and for the sake
of the brotherhood, which they mutually loved, he
displayed towards them after the surrender many
kindly courtesies which made that dark day for our
American friends less unhappy than it would other-
- wise have been.

" From the advance sheets oi « Freemasonry in On-
tario,” by Mr."J. Ross Robertson, Past Grand Master
of the Order, I have been permitted to make the
following extracts which refer to the work of Fitz-
Gibbon as a craftsman. His letter was written after
his acceptance of the office, and the testimonial which
accompanied it was one>of Whlch he might well be
proud. - Both the Lieutenant- Governor and his Sec-
retary, Captain Hillier, were members of the craft '
They knew the purpose for which the certlﬁca,te was

required, and were satisfied that the fraternity was

being placed in good hands under the charge of F1t7-
Gibbon. - .

The labors of years were nearing completlon in
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the latter dayb of 1821. With a due sense of thgf
responsibility involved, and an evident appreciation -
of the honor conferred, Bro. James FitzGibbon, of

York, acceded to the request and accepted the nomin-

ation of Provincial Grand Master. His letter of

acceptance, couched in courteous and fraternal words,

was addressed to the (nand Secretary of England.

Bro. FitzGibbon writes :

“ Yorg, UpPPER CANADA,.
“ Décember 8th, 1821.
“ Right Worshipful Sir and Brother :

' «Having accepted the offer of a recommendatlon
to the very honorable and responsible situation of
Provincial Grand Mastei in this Province, I do myself
the honor of addressing you upon the occasion.

“ Although I am not devoid of ambition, I beg to
assure you _ that I am not influenced by that feeling
Irr acquiescing in the wishes of my brethren. I have

given their request my best consideration, and have

complied with it from a sense of duty and from a
feeling of gratitude. . - ~

“I. am not msenslbl(;Ro the many and 1mp0rf,ant
duties which I would assume, and I know that at
present I am not well qualified to discharge those
~ duties. But having- had some experience of what
. zeal and perseverance can do, I am emboldened to

- liope that, with-the assistance and kind indulgence of = = '

the brethren, my humble efforts in their service may

" not be a,ltogether unprofitable ; and that by our united . -

efforts the characteristic ﬁarmony of the craft will
be restored; and the reputation of Freemasonry in
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this province become not ogp]y nlep}o(xehable” but
honorable.
“T have the honor to be,
“ Right worshipful sir,
_ “Your faithful and obedient
“Servant and brother,
. “JAMEs FitzGIBBON.

“To R.W. Bro. EDWARD HARPER, Esq,,

“ Grand Secretary, ete., etc., United Grand

“ Lodge of* England, London.

“Since writing the foregoing letter it has been
suggested to me that some testimonial of my rank
and character should be transmitted, to be produced
should a question arise on=these points. I have in
consequence obtained of Sir Peregrine Maitland, our -
Lieut.-Governor, a certificate which His Excellency
has been pleased to grant to me, and which I have

- the- honor to transmit to.you herewith.

“ J AMES FITZGIBBON

Tha,t Bro FltzGlbbon stood in hlgh e%teem with
the official head of the Province of Upper Canada, is
attested by the following letter of recommendation:

Oﬁicm.l Seal . - . o
At Arms

« By Sir Peregrine Maitland, K.C.B., Lieut.-Gover- -
- nor of the Province of Upper Canada MaJor-General '
commanding His Majesty’s forces therem ete.; ete.  °

«w m

0 all whom it amay concern.
« GREETING I d6™hereby certify that James Fltz-
‘Gibbon, Esq., a captain on half pay, a magmtrate in
_ this province and% lieut.-colonel of- mlhtla is a
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faithful servant of His Ma , and of irreproach-
able character.

“Given under my hand and official seal at York, in
Upper Canada, this twelfth day of December, in the
year of grace one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
one, and of His Ma Jjesty’s reign the second.

“ By His"Excellency’s command

' “(G. HILLIER.

( ’ - "P. MAITLAND.”

On April 23rd, 1823 (St. George’s Day), FitzGibbon
‘was in command of the forces representing the militia
of, Canada, and assembled’ before the Government
House to receive the colors ordered to be presented
by His Majesty, in token of his a,pprematlon of, and -
gratitude to, the militia for their services in the war
of 1812-14. ,

Immigration and the neceﬁsity of encouraging tlie
influx of population Was then, in 1821, 22 and 23,
as important a questlon for. U’pper Canada as it is
to-day for Manitoba and the still unsettled districts

-of our wide Dominion. - - s

A number“of Irish.families from the poorest dis-

tricts in their own lafid—well-nigh “ wild Irish "—the
. majority ignorant of any language but their own

" ‘native Celtic, had been sent out under the auspices -

of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Upper Canada, and
‘had been -settled on land-in -the county of=Janark,
- where many of them were: employed in the construc--
tion of the Rideau Canal, not; far from the town of
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Unused to the ways of the country, and coming
out, as many do still, with extravagant expé’ctations
of fortunes to be made; without the trouble of earnlno
them, and with exaggerated ideas of the pnvﬂege@.‘
and freedom of the New World and absence of: the
controlling arm of the law,—this with the national
animosity of Roman Catholics and Protestants among
them, resulted in disturbances and threatened riot.,

~ Alarmed at the aspect of affairs, the magistrates of
Perth applied to Sir Peregrine.Maitland for a detach-
ment of troops to be sent thither. Before complying
with-this request, the Governor sent for FitzGibbon;
with the result that he begged to be allowed to go
alope<to)the district, report upon. the condition of
affairs, and endeavor to settle the difficulty before
calhno' out the military.

Conﬁdent in his knowledge of and influence over
his. countrymen, FitzGibbon repaired to the scene.
He made enquiries and investigated the causes of the
disturbance, and reiterated his determination not to -
resort to arms until alf other means had failed. He
assured the magistrates that the mere appearance of
the military would but serve asa match to kindleé the
flame, and insisted that not a shot should befired
until he had at least spoken to the&elhgerents

a Arrlvmg at the spot he. jumped down into a cut-
ting, where gangs of these “ wild Irish ” had struck
work and were assembled, one factionkdaded by a
big, broad-shouldered gla,nt ready for a free hght and

~ broken heads. r

®
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Facing them _boldly, FitzGibbon poured forth a
volley in their own language, the native Irish, and
before the magistrates realized what he was attempt-
ing, the mob had paused to listen, and when he
ceased, both sides cheered him to the echo. He then
went among them, made friends of them, explained
away misunderstandings, which their ignorance of
the country and of English had originated: expos-
-tulated with' them upon the folly of thinking that -
any -country could be governed, or order, peace or
safety to themselves or their property- ensured, with-
out the law being enforced and magistrates obeyed,
and ended by standing sponsor for them w ith. the
authorities for their future good behavior.

The result of his efforts was so satisfactory that
such a report was sent to the Colonial Office ‘as -
obtained him the péi‘sona,l thanks of Bishop Mac-
Donell upon the return of the latter to Canada. This
was the more satisfactory ‘owing to "the * fact -that
before FitzGibbon's visit to the Irish settlement, the
report of their riotous behavior had been communi-
‘cated to the Colonial Office, and Lord Bathurst had
written to Bishop MacDonell, then in Rome, on the

- subject. The settlers having been sent out by his ,
" adwvice, he was to-a certam -extent held responsible for: =~ 7
the result. ’

Fifteen years a,fterwards F 1tzG1bbon had also the
gratlﬁcatlon of receiving from one of the maglstrates
who had been the most anxious for.the aid of the
mlhtary, the mforma.tlon that wonderful as it mlght

7
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appear, not a single instance of riotous behaviour had
occurred in that dlstrlct since hls visit in 1823.

In 1826, riots broke out in the township of .Peter-
borough among the Irish settlements there, and Fitz-
. Gibbon was sent to keep the peace ard.r_e%tore order.
* Again was the service accomplished without other
force than his personal influence and individual efforts.

An incident occurred in 1866, in Toronto, which
illustrates his' wonderful knowledge of and power .
over’ his countrymen’s childlike nature, a.nd the last- -

memory. FitzGibbon’s daughter in-law, a widow,
then living in a little cottage on Dundas Road, almost
* oppesite the gates of Rusholmeé, and one of the very
few houses at the time in that neighborhood, was
sitting up with a sick’ child. Probably attracted by
the light in the window, a tipsy Irishman forced his
. way intd the house. Throwmg himself into an arm-
chair, he noisily demanded something to eat. Having
no one in the house with her but the children, and
unable to eject him forcibly, Mrs. FitzGibbon’ thought
the best means of ridding herself of the intruder was
to comply with his demands. "The noise made in open-
_ing the door of the chiffonniere attracted the unwel- -

-~~~ come visitor’s attention. He turned his eyes- falf

" upon a large half-length “portrait of Colonel Fitz-
"Gibbon in’ his umform Staggering to “his feet, the
man stared, raised ‘his hand to his cap in’ mlhta.ry
_salute, and stammered out :

-« Lord Almxghty, save us, bli't it is t,he Kurnel hlm,-
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self. An’is it in any house belongmg to hlmself Ird -
~be doin’ mischief ? God bless him, but he savegd-me
from a bad scrape wanst, an’ was a kind frind to e
afther.” .
Watving the proﬁ'ered food aside, the man staggered
" out, reiterating alternate apologles for his intrusion
and anathemas against himsélf for “doin’ the loike
furninst the Kurnel’s very face, God bless him,” until
his uncertain steps and muttering accents died away
in the distance, and the grateful old reprobate,” who
thus justified his benefactor’s faith in the good in
- every human heart, went away into the night. -
In 1826, FitzGibbon was gazetted Colonel of the
West York Militia Regiment of Canada. His com- -
. .mission is dated the 2nd January. In the same year ~ -
- he resigned both his position as Assistant Adjutant- »
General and the Provincial Grand Mastership of the . - -
Freemasons of Upper Canada. ' o
Among his papers I find the following address to
the Orangemen of Perth and Cavan, showing that he
. took a lively interest in the men over whom his
influence had lieen S} bene;?\ally exercised. It is.

- printed, but sxgnqd in autograph a.nd dated York
T&ne 18th, 1826 :

“To the Ofranqemen of C’avom (md Perth
" “ FELLow-COUNTRYMEX,—I have recently been in-
~* formed that the Orange Lodges of Cavan and Perth.
intend to march in procession on the 12th of July
‘next. Havipg for some years past observed with
lncreasmg anxiety the conduct of the two classes of
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Qur countrymen whoHave come to 1e51de in this pro-
vince, I cannot withhold from you an earnest expres-
sion of the feelings which have been 1alsed in my
mind by this information.

“ When the Trish emigrants began to-arrive in Can-
ada, the old inhabitants often expressed their fears
that the evils so unhappily rooted in Iréland would
be transplanted into these hitherto peaceful provinces,
and I could ™ot help participating in their fears. I
was also afraid that even if party strife were not
revived, individual Irishmen would be found more
prone to irregular habits than. the other lmmlgrants

. and. such' was also the general opinion in t#is pro-

vince. I cannot express how great my satisfaction
has been to see that my countrymen, individually,
are as orderly and well behaved -as I could, under alt
the circumstances, have expected of them, nor have
- I any fear for the future, except of the evil which

may possibly grow out of the proceedings of the
range lodges.

“The organization of the Protestants into societies
for self-defence was in former times, it appears,
: deemed necessary for their mutual safety; but those
" times are Fappily fast passing away; and the wise

- and- good: of -all parties and of all countries, now

‘ recommend to our countrymen to -practise forbear-
ance and to. cultivate peace and good-will towards
each other.

= Without the prac’tlce of this_forbearance, and the
cultivation of this peace and good-will, shall we ven-
ture to call ourselves Christians? No, my friends,-
let us not deceive ourselves, but rather let us humble
ourselves before God and pray—ferve’ntly pray—for
- His good grace to guide us in these times of increas-

ing knowledge and of Pea,ce and security. Who will -
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now pretend that your rehglon your persons, or your
property are in dgdnger ? Not one; no, not one, can
say so with even a\shadow of truth. I cannot now"
in this province, see one justifiable reason for your
continuing to go abroad in -processions, which hav
ever been considered by your Catholic fellow-subject
as offensive and insulting to-them in the highes
degree, and which have been regarded by many good
and enlightened men as actually unldwful. -

* “The law, it is true, might suppress these proces- P

sions; but how much more honorable to yourselves,
and plea,.smg to your friends, would it be for you to
follow- the example of the lodges in Ireland, who,
from a love of peace and a desire to’ conciliate they
neighbors, have generously resolved to give no more
offence to them?

“I can assure you that the great body of the
~ Catholics wish you to take this step towards a good

- understanding with them, rather than fo have the
. law enforced against you, and - which, sooner or
later, must be enforced; if it should continue to be
. called for.

- «T have copied from a London paper: of 30th of
‘March last, several extracts from the speeches of
- some of your best friends and others in the Hbuse
of Commons, that you may be made acquainted with
their sentiments relative to your processions ;. and 1
hope and trust that the reading of these extracts will

. have upon your minds a similar eﬁ'ecttowha,{;they had - - -

on mine, flamely, to satisfy you that these processions
are no longer necessary ; that they are insulting to .
the Roman Catholics, offensive to all your other
fellow-subjects, and contrsry to the laws of your
country,and to the laws of your religion, the second
( commandment) of which is, that you love your neigh- -

1o

A
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bor as yourself. And that you may well understand
‘who your meighbor. is, I request you to read the
words of our Sav our hxmself as written in the tenth
chapter of St. Luke, begmmncr with the twenty-
fifth verse and- endmg with - the thirty-seventh, and
having done this, kneel and pray to Hun to incline
all your hearts ‘to go and do likewise.” This also
is my fegvent prayer for you, and not for you only,
but for #very misguided fellow-being who thinks that
he can love God without at the same time loving his
neighbor (brother).

“I might urge many excellent reasons to influence
your minds upon this question, but I prefer being as
brief as I can, and- trust to your own good sense,
‘which with® reflection will, T have no doubt, supply
“much that I have omitted. -

“I must confess that I am extremely desirous that ..~
our differences should he amicably settled by our-
selves. Let not our prowerblal kind-heartedness be
wanting towards each other, else it may become a
mockery and reproach to us.
© “ With this feeling I shall confine my communica-
tion to Irishmen, and T wish that no one else be-
spoken to on the subject. And here I cannot help
entreating you to turn your eyes towards Lower
Canada, where Protestants, though greatly ﬁsfenor

in” numbers, are not oppressed by the Catholigs, and
“ wheré, without any. societies, all enjoy peace and live,. :
_ in harmony. If, therefore, the Catholics .and " Pro- P
“testants cannot go on .in the same manner hers, 1t
must be supposed, and T fear it will be said, that it is .
.- because they are Irishmen—which Irishmen should
_f certainly be the last’ to ‘admit—and they ought,
""" therefo¥e, no longer to pursue-a course of conduct
which must subJect themselves to th13 reproach




EXTRACTS FROM THE “TIMES.” . 155

« Thls commumcatlon must be prmted because I
cannot possibly spare time.to make the number of
copies I want, but I"will take care that not a copy.:-
shall be sent but to an Irishman ; and I particalarly ~
request that it may be circulated among those only
for whom it is intended.’

- “Let your decision be what it may, I shall ever
desire to be-the true friend of every fellow-country-
man, or, in other words, the friend of all such as I
feel you must wish to be—worthy Irishmen.

) “J AMES. FITzGIBB()h
§

- [EXTRACTS.]
“ ORANGE PROCESSIO\*S

« Mr Brownlow, in msmg to bring forward the
motion of which he had | given notice, said he was
happy to bring this subject under the consideration
of the House. He was anxious that the attention.of
“thisHouse should be drawn to the unhappy state of
that country in this age of improvement of commerce;
laws, government and trade. ‘

«Tn the year 1825, the magistrates in the ne1ghbor- e

hood of LISbuW called on, at the ingtance.of the
Irish Government, to meet at Lisburn, to take into
consideratior the steps necessary. to bg taken in order -

to prevent. the Orange processions-on -the 12th of =~

July. This was done in consequence of the opinion
of the law officers of the Crown as to the illegality of
processions. . . . The Orangemen then proceeded to
Lisburn, where a serious riot took place. . Hedid -
not make the present complainf as aga,mst Orange-
men alone, He never would be ashamied to own tha,t:




156 A VETERAN OF 1812.

‘he had been once an Orangeman. The King had not °
a finer race of subjects, more independent, high-
minded, determined, public-spirited, men more deter-
mined, in all difficulties and dangers, to do their duty,
according to their sense of it, than these Orangemen
of the north of Ireland: His motion was against -
that systeth which pitted one set of men against
another, and stainéd the green fields of Ireland with
blood. Hence, want of employment, burnings, mas-
sacres, arfrd that state of irritation which rendered
Ireland one immense madhouse of demoniac spirits,
one mass ranging themselves under any man of dis-
tinetion who was disposed to lead them on, and the

~ ,othent willing soldiers of anyone who had the hardi-

- hood| to be their captain. '

« ?e/’ honorable member concluded by moviﬁg for -

copie jf:ﬁhe correspondence which took place between -

the Lord Lieutenant and four magistrates of the
county of Antrim; also copies of the correspondence -
withlithe Lor(l Chancellor of Ireland, and copies of
the ob‘in.ior;s of the law officers of the Crown.

“Mr. Planket, the Attorney-General for Ireland,
said that the members of the Government of Ireland
were all equally disposed to suppress illegal associa-
tions of all kinds, both those of Orangemen as well
as those connected with.the Roman Catholic body.
Between all the members of the Government, as well
as between Bimself and his learned friend, the Solici-

 tor-General of Ireland, with whom he differed on the

question of Catholic disability ‘as much as it was

" possible for him to differ with anyone, there existed
“a sincere detérmination to destroy all associations.of .

_an illegal character. Now, with respect to this parti--

" cular| case, he could only say that both he and his
learned colleague had given a decided opinion' that

N } . * % 7 .

7
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these processions were illegal. 1t had already been
determined that the Orange societies were illegal, and
it was of necessity a consequence that the processions
of such societies were contrary to law. . . . It was
his strong conviction that Orangeism was dying away
in Ireland. Gentlemen were at length beginning to
see the policy of discountenancing these lamentable
divisions, and though occasions might oceur again for
-popular’ excitement, yet, generally speaking, it was .
his opinien that before long it would subside, if it -

- were not kept alive by vindictive recollections. These
‘were, disputes the memories of which ought to be
buried. . : , .

“Sir John Newport said he had lived to witness
many things connected-with his unfortunate country,
which wrung him to the heart. His right honorable, -
iriend had said that Orangeism was on the decay in
Ireland. He doubted it. In 1811, when the subject
of Orange societies was first brought under the notice .

. of this House, the necessity of suppressing them was.

* . strongly urged by Lord Castlereagh, the President of .
the Board of” Control, and almost every member of
the Government; but it was answered that parliament-
ary interference was unnecessary, as party spirit was
then declining in Ireland.  Gentlemen niight expect

.. to see the same results in ten years more time, if

- something were not done. He earnestly prayed the &
House, as they regarded the well-doing and tranquil- - 1
ity of Ireland, not to be insensible to_the mischiefs -~ =
“of these processions. It was their nature to irritate
and divide. Who could say that if the meniory of
the defeat at Culloden had been kept alive offensively
by processions, Scotland would enjoy the tranquility
. - With ~which she is now. blest ? The  thing was im-
ible. . -Irritation must follow insult, and those
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whose duty it was to extinguish provocafion were
responsible for thé consequences.

“Mr. Secretary Peel, after making several observa-
tions, said that for himself, being known to entertain
strong opinions upon the Catholic question, he ‘could
only say that.-he had never heard a sentiment of dis-
approbation expressed, even by the warmest advocates
of the question, with respect to the impropriety of -
Orange associations in which he did not most heartily’
concur.” It'was his warmest wish that they were at
an end ; and so far as that description of associations
was-concerned, he believed they were gradually dis-- .-,
solving. ~'With respect to Orange processions, he. .
agreed with the Right Honorable Baronet that it” -
would conduce much to the tranquility of Ireland if
they were given up, and he (Mr. Peel) would hold
those men higher who exerted themselves to.discoun-

.tenance these .processions than those others, if any
there were, who gave them -encouragement by their
example. If the imposition-of law be necessary to
repress them, by all means let it be applied ; but if

" he (Mr. Peel) were a private gentleman residing in .
Ireland; he would try what he could do by influence :
and example to discourage them, and in these senti-~

. ments the House might count upon his sincerity. -

“ At a-former period he expressed the opinion still
entertained by him;, that these societies would yield
to the wishes of Parliament, and that loyalty could

_ compensate for the mischiefs resulting from the con-
tinuance of such societies and proceedings.” = =

FitzGibbon’s friendship for others, hi3 interest in
the well-being and well-doing of the younger men

. with whom he was thrown, and his prompt action in
ginterfering in whatever occurred within his cogniz-

« °
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ance whenever there appeared the remotest chance of
- such interference being for good, whether it was any
business of his or not, according to the conventional
reading of that expression, often led him to interpose’
-where another, possibly more worldly-wise, might
have passed by on the other side.

The world has long forgotten, if indeed the present
generation has ever heard, the story of the sad quarrel
between two young members of two of Toronto’s
oldest families. Chance threw FitzGibbor in the
way at 4 moment when his interposition and forcible
separation of two hot-headed youths, and the placing
of one of them under his brother’s charge, seemed
the right thing to do. Unfortunately the sequel
proved that others were less wise. When, however,
some years later, garbled accounts:of the’affair ap-
peared in one of the public prints, FitzGibbon, being

appealed to, was able to bear testimony to the truth
“and exonerate one of the unfortunate actors- from
unfﬁerlted blame.- That FitzGibbon was appealed to
vis ev1dence of - the estimation in which he was held
a8 .one Whese~word judgment and right feeling could

be relied upon, and his 1ntegr1ty of purpose have
Welght with the public.

-On ~June -8th;~1826, a raid was made upon the ~ :' :

printing house of the Adwvocate, a paper published
by William Lyon Mackenzie. The door was broken
open, the press partially destroyed, and a quantity
of the type thrown into the Bay ; cases were “ pied ”
and scattered over the floor, the furniture and other
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contents. of the room left in a state of disorder and
confusion. Mackenzie was absent at the time, having
withdrawn to the other side of the line pending
an arrangement with his creditors. -The raid was
perpetrated by a number of the young men, who,
objecting to the utterances of the 4dvocate as disloyal
and abusive, took the punishment of its editor and
the destruction of the offending prmt into their-own
hands. Many of the ringleaders in this press- riot
were arrested ; some of them through FitzGibbon’s
active energy and assistance, were trled and heavily
fined. ‘
- Although FltzGlbbon agreed with the Justice of '
the sentence and punishment for breaking the King’s
peace, he had no sympathy with the Radlcals whose
disloyal utterances had roused the hot-headed 'youths
in the city into taking the law into their own hands.
He might-collar them and run them into prison to
keep them out of mischief, but when the law pun-
ished them by the exaction of a fine, he was.one of .
the first to assist in raising it. Impecunious himself,
and unable to give it out of his own pocket, he had
_ 1o hesitation in using his influence to get it out of
those of others. "It was but another of the character-

istics of his nature.  He could condemn the act, and
- actually sit in judgment upon it, but through his
- knowledge of human nature and youth as well as
his enthusiastic loyalty to the Crown, could condone
the offence, owing to its cause of the provocation.

Mr. Dent, in his “History of the Rebellion in.1837,”.

2/




}/UBSCRIPTIO.\‘ * LIS'T. 161

is incorrect in saying that “FitzGibbon sympathized
strongly with the boys, and regretted the result of
' the trial, and regarded them as martyrs.” -
He did nothing of the kind. ‘The boys were justly
" “punished, as all breakers of the peace and destroyers
of other people’s property should be, but the disloyal
utterances of the Radicals provoked it,and it was but
an instance, a practical illustration, of young blood
being carried away by enthusiastic loyalty, which in
later and calmer pulses made men staunch upholders
of the British throne.

FitzGibbon volunteered to canvass the town for
subseriptions towards discharging the fine. He suc-
ceeded in collecting the amount, but the names of the
contributors never transpired. The list was burnt

-the moment it had served its purpose. The Radicals,

hearing something of it, endeavored to make capital. - -~

of it, arid rumors were set afloat hinting at the heads

" of several depaltments of the Government as contri- _

butors, and sneering at the Justlce/ln which the judges

levied a fine and then'contributed to pay it. Collins

* went so far as to assert that Sir Peregrine Maitland’s
name headed the list opp051te a large contmbutlon

FitzGibbon had been wise if he had taken no notice

—~of this; but he was an Irishman and could not resist
the temptation. In a letter published in the Freeman
over his own signature, he distinctly declared Collins’
assertion to be wholly untrue so far as the Lieut.-
Governor was concerned. When Collins was arraigned
for libel before Judge Willis; in his address to the
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bench he accused FitzGibbon of “ begging the amount
‘from door. to-door.”

On May 4th, 1827, FitzGibhon succeeded Grant
Powell as Clerk' of the House of Assembly, being
appointed to that office by Sir Peregrlne Maltland '
and on-September 8th, 1828, Registrar of the Court
of Probate of Upper Canada. ‘

The salaries from these offices were small. The
accumulation of debt and the requirements of his
family made it almost an impossibility to confine his
expenditure within the limit of such.narrow means-
The sale of his commission in the army in 1826 had
relieved him temporarily from his embarrassments ;

~ but FitzGibbon was one who, holding a public position,
lived, to a certain extent, according to it;-and not
-~ according to the disproportionate salary belonging to
it. His correspondence was extensive. His popularity
and well-known willingness to help his neighbor
without fee or reward, brought many outside duties
and responsibilities. His friendship for Sir Isaac
Brock’s family, and the undying gratitude he felt for
his memory, for klndness which no after services of his
to any one-of his beloved colonel’s family could ever
—————-Tepay, brought him the trouble and expense of trustee-
ship, executorship, etc., the postage alone such offices
entailed being a considerable.item of expenditure. /
Among his papers, are many letters acknowledgmg
these efforts, and his generous assistance in managing -
their business matters.

In 1831, we find F1tzG1bbon s commission as Colonel
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of the 2nd West York Reg'lment of Militia, ante-
dated January 2nd, 1826, and redated March 19th
1831.

" Party spirit in the Canadas, and partlcularly in
the Upper Provinee, ran very high at this period.
William Lyon Mackenzie, the talented leader of the
party whose radical opposition to the Fa.mily Com-
pact and its supporters terminated later in open -
.rebélhon was the publisher and proprietor of the
most outspoken radical organ. He was a member
of the House, and had spoken forcibly against acts
which he considered abuse of the executive power
placed in the hands of the Government by the people.
~ Since the days of “I, Peter Russell, grant to you,
Peter Russell ” notoriety, members of the House had
obtained - grants of Crown lands, over which the
‘Executive and not the Legislature held control, to the
 extent of from five hundred to two thousand acres
each, on simply paying the fees exacted by the
officials.* - This- was one of the grievances against
which Mackenzie spoke. The grants were perfectly
~ legal, but it was against them as a system which
permitted of abuse that he strove. "Although Mac-

-* Grants of land were in the early days of the Province entirely
subject "to the discretion of the Governor-in-Council. Official dig-
nitaries granted lands to their servants and other dependants,
- . which, as soon as certain requxsxte forms were complied with, were
‘transferred to themselves. When the Hon. Peter Russell held the
office of Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, he is said to have
- used his power to acquire lands in the manner quoted above.
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kenzie was expelled the House on a: ques ion~ of

. privilege, an Act was eventually passed to prevent
" the alienation of Crown: lands as rewards for public

services. How this Act«a,ﬁ'ect,ed FitzGibbon’s fortune
will be seen later. \ : - :

A brief epitome of Macke'}\ztie’s case may not be
amiss here, as it will explain Fi \zGibbon’S‘ share in the
events of that date. S

While a member, he had at his \own cost dlstrlbuted
copies of the journals of the HouSe without note or
comment, unaccompanied by the ap\pendlx For this, "

“as a breach of privilege, he was expelled.

The second time, a libel published in a newspaper,
and of which he acknowledged the authorship, was
made the ground of expulsion.

A: ‘third time, the House declared the previous
decisions rendered him incapable of taking his seat.

The fourth time, though unanimously elected, be-
cause unopposed his election was declared void.

The fifth time he wasnot allowed to take the oath
or his seat, being forcibly ejected from the space below

.the jar on a motion to clear the House of strangers,

and ﬁnally, after taking the oath, he was again

dragged from his seat by the Sergeant-at-Arms and

condemned to silence under threat of imprisonment.
Mackenzie and FitzGibbon had several passages at.
arms over various matters connected with the printing
for ,the’Governmen.t, which was done by the former’s
_ printing-house. Some of those were based upon very
small provocation, if we may judge by letters. extant,
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on such apparently trivial 1tems as the omission of
certain blanks in the printed copies of the journals
of the House on _the score-of an infinitesimal economy. *
Mackenzie also complained in one of his petitions
for redress to the Governor-in-Council, that Fitz-
Gibbon had refused to administer the. cath- to him
upon taking his seat, to which FitzGibbon replied
by the assertion that he had not done so upon his
~ own authority, nor could he administer the oath to
any one on taking a seat that had been' 'declared
vacant-by the Assembly.
After Mackenzie’s second expulsmn from the House,
the vote being carried by twenty-seven to nimeteen,
he anealed to the people to resent the outrage as
against their éonstitutional privileges. A sense of
\ .the wrong he conceived ‘he had suffered at the hands -
of the Government goading him into the use of
stronger language than he might otherwise have
employed, and his eloquence being of a kind which’
~ attracted a turbulent class of followers, public feeling
. on hoth sides was roused to a height that threatened
riot. : AR
A stormy meeting was held in Hamilton on the- A
evening of the 19th March, 1832, at which both sides .
claimed the victory. An attempt to assault Mackenzie
was made the most of by rumor and excited sym-
pathizers, and a meeting called for ‘the 23rd, in York,
promised to be a stormy one. The meeting assembled
at the court house. Dr. Dunlop and Mr. Ketchum were
respectively proposed as\chairman, and both' declared
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elected. Dunlop took the chair and the Reformers
withdrew and organized an open-air meeting in front
of the couft house, making use of a farmer’s waggon
as a platform.” When Mackenzie attempted’tf) address
this meeting,-his opponents were not slow in exp:e}s-
ing their antagonisni, aceéntuating it by the.matefial
argument of stones and other ‘missiles. The riot
soon assumed an alarming aspect, and the sheriff
declaring himself unable to preserve the peace, begged
Mr. Ketchum to bring the meeting to a close. Through
the diplomatic suggestion that “The friends ofthe
Governor might adjourn to Government House-and
cheer His Excellency,” the attention of many was '
distracted. N

During their absence Mackenzie addressed the meet-
ing, and an address to the King being drawn up,
setting forth their grievances, many signed it. Many
who had not signed it before went with Mackenzie
to the corner of Church and 1chmond-‘Streets,
where, on tables in the street; four hundred and
thirty-eight names were added.

So far I have quoted almost entirely from Mr.
Charles Lindsey’s « Life of William Lyon Mackenzie.”
The’ remainder I may now take from F1tzG1bbons

papers.

Rumors of the uproar reaching FitzGibbon, and
hearing that -the mob were not only ‘threstening to
burn Mackenzie in effigy, but intended to attack and
destroy the office of the- oﬁ‘endmg paper, he hastened
to the scene, He found the streets full, the crowd

o
e




e

T

STREET RIOTS. 167

denser and more excited as he a,pproached the print-
ing-house. - A shot from one of the windows, answered
by a volley of stones, was the signal for 'a general
rush upon the building. FitzGibbon forced his way
rapidly through the crowd, his helght and strength,
as well nghls being récognized by all as one having

authority Jassisting his progress. Seizing two of the
most excited instigators of the riot by the collar, he -
dragged them to the gaol close by, and returning took
his stand on the steps of the house. Raising his voice
that he might be- heard above the noise, he called
upon all the loyal and true men to aid him in making -
a stand against the rioters. 4
Mackenzie demanded that the mllltary be called
~out. FitzGibbon flatly refused; assuring him that
there were enough good men in the crowd to aid
him to restore order without the intervention of the
military, adding, however, an emPhatié- request that-
he (Mackenzie) would retire, as his presence was the
. chief cause of the disturbance.
“1 will not retire, sir,” replied Mackenzie, “ I have
as good a right to be here as you have.” ‘
" “Very well,” cried FitzGibbon, “if you do not T -
wﬂl put you in gaol, too.” e
~“You dare not, I am a,gmember of Parliament,”
-shouted Mackenzie. *
He little knew. the,_man he had. to deal with.
 Instead of replying, F1tzG1bbon proceeded to put his
’ threat into executlon and was actually draggmg ‘the ™
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- future rebel to the gaol when two of his friends, also
members of Parliament, appeared.

Appealing to them,. FitzGibbon begged they would
take care of Mackenzie, as he had no wish-to imprison
him;,if they could persuade him to retire, he (Fitz-
Gibbon) would protect them while doing so.< Then
turning to the crowd he called out, « Mr Mackenzie
calls wpon me to order out the troops, but I will not
insult you by complying with'his demand. I will
rather call upon you, and you, and you” (indicating -
individuals in the ctowd), “and will find good men
enough-to ensure the keeping of the King’s peace.”

This appeal was answered by a shout of appro-
bation. Mackenzie and his friends were then allowed .
to retire without further molestation.. Upon reach-
ing his house, Mackenzie, deceived probably by his
immunity from attack while under FitzGibbon’s
protection, turned and wished to again address #e

" mob. This was no part of the soldier’s plan. Tak@
Mackenzie by the shoulders he put him formbly but
quietly inside and shut the door on him. '

.The two other members, -Messrs. MacIntosh and

- Ketchum, again begged that troops should be called
-out, if only to-be stationed in_the-court house during
the night, but FitzGibbon was firm. The- danger was

over for the present and he would himself incur the
responsibility and remain at the court house with a
sufficient number of special constables to see that all «
‘remained quiet. Apparently satisfied they left him.
A short time - after, Colonel Foster Assxstant
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.Adjutant—General of the Forces in Upper Canada,
galloped up and, alighting, desired FitzGibbon to
. mount and go‘ at once to Government House, where
- the Lieut.-Governor wished to see him. FitzGibbon
obeyed and found”Sir John Colborne anxiously
" awaiting him. The two members, Messrs. MacIntosh
and Ketchum, had just applied to him to order out -
~ the troops to keep the peace during the night, but
before complying with the request the Governor
~ had sent for FitzGibbon to learn if the troops were
necessary.
“I pray of your Excellencv, replied- FitzGibbon,
“to do nothing of the kind.”
“Had I not better augment the guard on the Bay "
side, and have men at hanpd there?”
“Pray do not, sir.”
“Well, then,” said Sir John, “I W111 order a plcket
to be in readiness in the garrison, to turn out ‘at a
moment’s notice if requlred 7 ' '
- “For God s sake, sir, do- nothmg of the kind. Give
" no order whatever. ' I am convinced that it is a great |
object with Mr. Mackenzie and his party-to have the
troops called out. They have béen outnumbered and .
__beaten to-da,ykand they now desire- to-have the troops
called out, in order that they may be able to proclaim
“to the Province to-morrow, that “but for the inter- -
ference of the troops they would have tml&hed 7
No troops were called out, and qulet was maintained
without them. : '

- From the reminiscences of an old Upper Canadaf
11
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’
aolleore boy I ha%thered ‘something of the impres-
sion FltzGlbbon ade upon those ‘about him at the
time : ’ ) ,
“1 first went to college in 1831, my brother Lewis
and I being the first sent from this distxict,” writes
William Wallbridge, of Belleville. “I remember Col:
FitzGibbon well. - He was a remarkable-looking
T remember him in the House, for, not caring
to join my companions in thelr games, I used
to find My way there. :
*“The Legls}atlve Assembly then held its s1tt1ngs in
the old building opposite-the market-place on King
© Street. 1 was particularly struck with the Clerk, a
tall man, straight, uprlght and decidedly military in
his carriage, his clear incisive voice and prompt per-
formance of his duties. "I frequently met him on the
way to the House, at the corner where "St. Andrew’s
Church now stands, his height and soldierly appear-
ance, as well as an eccentric habit he had of carrying
his tall hat on the end of his cane, shghtly above his
head, instead of wearing it, that the air might circu-
late freely about his head, attracting my attention.
"His hair was always cut as closely as possible, a
fashion more noticeable then than it would bée now. ,
“In 1832, when the cholera was raging in Toronto i
. —(it was bad in ’84, but nothing to what it was in
’82)—FitzGibbon was the prominent man.. It was he
who arranged and organized every plan for the care
and comfort of the sick, and the decent burial -of the -
-dead. He was here, there and everywhere.” He was
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afraid of nothing, whether in the removal of the sick
to the hospital or in conveying the dead-to the grave.
I remember seeing him once with two carts elose to
the college, one for the dead, the other for the- dying.
He was stariding near, and "with his own hands assist-
ing in their removal. He seemed to have a charmed .
life, to need no rest, and to be as exempt from conta-
gion as he had been from the enemy’s fire on the
field of battle. He was not acting under any autho-
rity from the Government or city, but solely and
entirely on his own responsxblhty, and throucrh pity
for the sufferers.”* g - .
[The General Hospltal was west of the Upper Can-
ada (folle@e on Russell Square; and it was opposite
this- building, standing, as it does, slantwise to the
‘street, that Mr. Wallbridge remembered seeing Fitz-
Gibbon attending to the removal of the plague-
stricken people in‘1832.]
- “Toronto  was a different place then to What it is
now. There was not a foot of pavement.in the whole
- city, except it mlght be a plank or two set dowr
between a few doorways. During the spring and
~ autumn, the streets résembled freshly ploughed ﬁe,lds e
———the-mud particularly adhesive and heavy .

«I saw FitzGibbon frequently during the years
1832 33 and ’34, and heard all about the pohtlca.l

o L
v..’g« [

*Dickson, in his “ History of Uppér Canada College,” speaks of 7
* FitzGibbon as ‘‘risking his life to labor night a.nd day dnrmg the .
cholera seasons of 1832 and 1834 ®e

-

. .
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%truggles of those days I was in Toronto when
Mackenzie's meeting was held in the market-place in

" 1834. A fine new market-house had been built at

. that time, with projecting _hoods or roofs over the
butchers’ stalls. Underneath these hoods great hooks |
were fastened, on which the butchérs hung their
quarters of beef. The meeting was such an exciting '
one that every available place from which to hear

- the speakers was crowded, and many of - the lads

. climbed upon these hoods The one Geo. FltzGlbbon
one of the hooks beneath He hved only a feW hours
after he was extricated.” :

" ¥Qn the coldest day in winter,” writes another old
college boy, Mr. D. B. Read;*-* Colonel F itzGibbon
walked into town-carrying his hatin his hand. He’
had, no doubt, an overheated brain, but it burned in -

‘the right direction. He had unc0mprom1smg mtegrlty
" and undoubted courage.”

. FitzGibbon’s simple faith that Whlle he was domg ‘
his duty, comprised in the broad creed of “ doing good
to his neighbor,” he was in God’s hands an instru-
ment for His work, carried hirn safely through scenes
and sights their nervous fears unfitted others to cope

with. Firmness ¢ eombme&mththerpersonaf -inflience ——
courage gives over weaker minds, as well as the
almost superstltlous belief of the poor in his im-
" munity from dea,th ensured. obghence to his direc-

*The author of the ¢¢ L_ife of Simcoe,” *¢ The Four Judges,” ete, ‘

e
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_ tions and reliance upen their efficacy. - Excitable and
impulsive when irritated by causeless oppos1tLon he
'was prompt, cool and clear-headed enough in the
moment of action to impress with confidence the men
he led or thé sick he succored. Many. a terrified
soul went home to its rest in the hope of mercy and -
forgiveness breathed into the edrs of the dying body
by the-faithful soldier. -

FitzGibbon’s printed address:to the Orangemen in T
11826 had helped to induce theém to desist fW———--*
Wmht years
none of the lodges in Toronto had held any such -
demonstration. In 1834, however, some recent arrivals
from Ireland persuaded them to turn out again. - Fitz-
Gibbon anticipated the result, and took precautions
to lessen-~the evil, although he could not prevent it -
altogether

Early on the morning of the 12th he called upon
Sir John Colborne, Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada,

- and commumcated his fears to him, and the means he
had employed to “éndeavor to prevent their being
realized, reiterating’his desire that every effort might
be made for peace Wlthout the intervention of the

. military. e

———TFitzGibbon spea.Es of the riot which occurred as
. much more serious than that of 1832, and one that

‘ requlred much greater effort on his part to succeed:

~in quelhng, although he was ably assty several
of the mao'lstrates His greatest satisfaction appears
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to have been in the fact that the riot was ended and
quiet restored without having to call out the troops.
It was during these years that Mrs. Jamieson, the
authoress, was in Canada, and became one of Fitz-
Gibbon’s most intimate friends. Mr. Jamieson sue-
ceeded J. H. Boulton as Attorney-General, and though
unfitted for thé post at such a critical period in
the affairs of the colony, was not very fairly treated
by the Governmént which placed him in that position.
Mrs. Jamieson’s reminiscences of Canada in her
““Winter Studies,” contain several anecdotes of Fitz-
Gibbon and her interest in * the simple-minded, gener-
ous, brave, capable, as well as remarkable man.”
'FitzGibbon’s only daughter and eldest child was
-often with the-authoress, who ‘'was wont to say of
her that “she was one of the most truly ladylike and
aristocratic women she had met in Canada.”
FitzGibbon had seventeen children born to him, but
only his daughter and four elder sons lived to grow
up. ‘Of their childhood and the companionship of
their father, many pages might be written. «
Knowing the value and a.dva,nta,ges of educatlom
he not only availed himself of every opportunity of
obtalmng it for them from outside sources, but
T ‘A*endeavoredh by~ eIrbermg*rnt&%:herr ﬁtﬁdles—ft&m&ke
' ‘ In his hfe-book the

4

definition of &, {

hurt another’s: feehngs by Word or deed, but was ever
ready to lend. a courteous hand to help in time of
need.” His manner was as courteous and kind to the
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. ~humblest as to the highest among his acquaintances.
‘A story told of him, or rather a remark made by one
of his greatest admirers, a canny Scot, to whom he
owed money, goes to show how this pleasant manner
often stood his friend : o

“ Ay, ay, the Colonel is a fine mon ; he’ll aye shakit
ye verra kindly by the han’, but na word aboot the
pay.” - ‘

% FitzGibbon lived at this date (1831 to 1840)in a

: two-stoned rough-cast house at the south-west-eer-——

erof what is now Queen Street and. Spadina Avenue..

The house stood a hundred feet, more or less, back
from the road Four large willows* grew by the
edge of the roadway before it. “The usual route fol-
lowed by the colonel to his office, and the boys to
college, was along the shore of the bay.

Upon the morning the new buildings of the college
were opened, the boys were in great haste to set out.
Their father walked with them. Some of their school-
mates, many of whose names are first on the list of
“old boys” of Upper Canada College, lived in the
opposite direction, east of the college, their route
also being along the shore on the spag’e between Front
Street and the lake, known afterwards as the Esplan- -

—ade— Each parﬁy“%ﬁing’s_fgﬁf of the other at the
same moment, when about eqmdlstant from the col-
lege, the same idea seemed-to occur to both.

: “Run, boys,” eried : the colonel “and we’ll beat

* These willows have been taken doyvn since 1870.
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- them.” A race ensued, the dignified Clerk of the
House racing along with the boys as keenly interested
“in the result as thev were, and no whit behind them
in speed.

-“And we won, too. We got in ﬁrst, though by -
little more than a neck,” says one of the boys ;=“and
my father was prouder of that half-dozen steps than
if we had beaten by a dozen yards.” :

In 1832 or 1833; a woman had a small Rouse or
shanty built in the rear of the college in McDonnell’s
field. The house was not more than ﬁfteen feet square.
In this she kept a tiny shop or stall for the sale of
apples, sugar-sticks and other such- school-boy de-.
lights, finding her principal customers in the college.
Every one of the boys knew the old dame. She was -
often teased and- chaffed by- the “ young gentlemen;”
all of which she took in good part, resenting only
what she designated as “ ﬁne;: airs,” '

One day, one' of the FitzGibbons apparently -
‘offended her in this way. She retaliated by the
taunt that “their father was not ‘a gentleman, he
having risen from the ranks and was only a common,
soldier.”

_ Furious with mdwnatmn the boy ran to his father
_____to deny it. Amused; yet-knowing the old -woman —

" must have had some . provocation, FitzGibbon. ques-.

tioned the boy, and learned that he had really been

rude and overbearing. On reaching the college the

next morning he took the boy to the old woman’s stall.

.“Good morning, Mrs. , I have brought my

K
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lad with me to apologize for his-rudeness to you ~
yesterday, that you may believe his father is a gentle-
man, though he did rise from the rafks, and cannot
allow his son to préve himself anjthing else.”

On the 6th of March, 1834, the town of York had
-its limits extended and was erected into a corporate
- city, and its original name Toronto restored to it.

There has been much controversy at various times
over the origin'and meaning of this name, Toronto. I
" think it is not difficult to find. T-wan-to, pronouncing
the letters as if French, is the Ojibeway word for
“shelter from wind,” wrtually “a harbor.” The pres-
ent pronunciation of the word and its consequent
spelling is due to the preponderance of the Irish .
among the residents and legislators, when the name
was first pronounced and written by the abomgmes
successors.*

On the 15th, a proclamation was issued calling a
poll for the election of aldermen and common council-
men on the 27th. * In:this election the Reformers had
the majority, and chose Wm. Lyon Ma,ckenz1e as their
mayor. .

Owing to the _necessity of funds for municipal
_expenses, it was requisite to obtain a.loan. To meet

-——this &efma,nd of the city treasury, a rate of 3d. in the
pound was levied. . This was deemed. an exorbitant

* The name “Toronto” is to be found on old m’a.ps of Upper
Canada at various points on the lakes, where the Indiahs sheltered
their canoes. (See Bouchette’s Hxstory of Canada.)
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" tax, and roused such popular indignation that a meet-
ing was called to enable the corporation to explain
the necessity, and give an account of the city debt: ™ °
and required expenditure.

~ The meeting was a stormy one, and was finally
adjourned until the following day, July 30th, to be
held in the market-place. This was the meeting
referred to by Mr. Wallbridge. S

Mr. Lindsey, in his “ Life of Wm. Lyon Mackenzie,”
tells us this « building was .a parallelocrram and over
the butchers’ stalls a balcony to accommodate specta-
tors was hastily run up. '

“When the sheriff (Jarvis) was addressmg the
meeting in support of his vote of censure on the
conduct of -the mayor, he said:

«<I care no. more for Mackenzie’—then. lookmg
about him at a loss for a comparison, he, school-boy
like, looked upwards, and seeing a- crow flying over-

" head, added— than that crow.’”

-« This elicited a cheer and a stamping from the
crowd on the balcony, many of them mere lads, who
naturally turned about to see what sort of -crow it
was. that had come so opportunely to the sheriff’s:

-assistance. The hastily built erection strained and

i ~ collapsed, precipitating the crowd upon it to the

jg ground,” breaking limbs and bruising many, and
impaling others upon the great hooks of the butchers’
stalls beneath.” -

“The last was the unfortunate fate (before a]luded

* t0) of FitzGibbon’s third son, George, a fine promising
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‘lad of sixteen, whose ready wit and brilliant sallies
were the life of his school-mates, and whose abilities
promised future success at the Bar, the profession to

- which he had been early destinéd by his father.
FitzGibbon’s grief and horror were great.- The boy
lived only, a few hours, but in such agony that the
bereaved father was grateful to see the bright eyes
close in death and the agonized limbs at rest. ~
In 1835, FitzGibhon’s eldest son, Charles, left home
for the first time. He had studied for the Bar and

passed his examination, but a visit to Dublin, where . .

FitzGibbon’s father and brothers were then residing,
~and an offer of a post in an uncle’s business there,
seemed- to promise more speedy  returns tha,n the
practice of the law in Canada. '
The following letter was written upon receipt of '
the tldlngs of his son’s cha.nge of plans

“ My DEAR CHARLES, —1T have but a short time to. -
commit to paper a few items of advice for your future
guldance Attention to some of these has helped me

ch to conquer.the many- difficulties which ever
beset the path of him who -has to ascend by his own
unaided exertions.

“ Spare no pains to acquire a thorough knowledge

* of the business in your uncle’s establishment, and con- -
_,Aductjﬁsaﬁ'air&asvmueb——asayeu—fpossibly-mexaxrﬁty**"*
as you think he wishes .to have them -conducted. - ~
Remember that in proportion as you succeed, you will
lighten the burden of his cares and anx1et1es and
increase his kindness and affection towards you.
“Comport yourself towards. your aunt with affec-
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o

tlona,te ‘deference,  even to the minutest attentions,
and to the children be affectionate and. kind; and be
the same to the Martins” [other cousms] « Confine
yourself to the circle of #equaintances to which your
uncle will introduce you, and studiously decline every
other. For, be assured that it is incompatible with
due attention to your business to cultivate society at
all-while in the early part of your progress.

“ Against smoking and against drinking I need
not, and against any other vice, I almost flatter my-
self I need ‘not warn you. But. the passions require
to be- guarded against with great diligence. I there-
fore recommend you to fight the battle agamst them,
one and all, at first and in the outset™> To keep the
high and happy ground of innocence is much more
easy than to return to it, if once you take a down-
ward stép. I wish I could ¢ cpuvey to your mind a
part of the impression made ‘on mine by the many
melancholy -exanfples I have seen in the army, of
young men who could not abstain from what they

called pleasure, but which soon brought them to dis-
appointment, misery and a wretched end. Every
temptation you successfully resist will strengthen.
.your moral cqurage, and you will soon find yourself
to be of too”much value to your parents, to your
relatives and to yourself, to become an unworthy
and degraded being. Be assured that the Almighty’
will guide you from usefulness to eminerice and hap-
piness, if you carefully and devoutly turn to Him for
—__help and support.,

“ Attend punétually to the ‘duties of your Church
‘not for form’s sake, or for the approbation of the
world, though this i§ well worth having,—but for -

. strength from above to ‘enable you to resist tempta-
-tion and to do good. ¥our good example has already
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your younger brothers, and the
continuance of-it will ‘still ensure our gra.tltude to
you; but especially for your mother’s and Mary’s
sake and mine, do all you can to make us rejoice
in you. .
“The last Words my father spoke to me, When I
first parted frofn him in Glin were, < The greatest con-
solation I have, James, on your leavmg me, is that I
feel -confident you\wdl never do anything to disgrace
me.” And you must tell him that I write these words
now with tears of\ satisfaction that I never forgot
them, and am sure I never shall, and that I hope the
blessmg which attended them will be seen to extend
to his grandson under his own eyes-in his old age.
Be. to him what my brothers and I were to our
grandfather, and may God Almighty bless you all.”

“ToroNTO, UPPER CANADA,: .
« September 11th, 1835.”

o

In November of the same year FitzGibbon’s second
son was called to the Bar of Upper Canada.
Riotous proceedmgs having occurred among the
laborers employed in the \construction of the canal
below Cornwall, Sir Francis Head sent FitzGibbon to
restore peace among his excitable countrymen. Fears -
_ were entertained that advan&age would be taken“of -
" their antagonism to their French fellow-laborers dur-

e result.

FitzGibbon was ordered to take fitty stand of arms™
and ammunition from Kingston to distribute to the -
local militia in the event of requiring their assistance.

~ The service was, however; successfully ‘performed,

ing the elections of 1836, and\ more seﬁon&troubleb&—-f%——
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and the elections; which were important, party feeling
“having been excited almost to rebellion by the ques-

* tions at igsue, passed without riots. As on former
occasions, FitzGibbon trusted to his personal influ-
ence, and-did not require the aid of the militia.

He was appointed Justice of the Peace for the
Eastern District about this date (June 18th, 1836),
probably in order to give him authority to enforce
the law against the riotous workmen he was sent to
paclfy

When he sold his commission in the army in 1826,
* FitzGibbon had purchased eighteen acres of land in
Toronto, on the west side of what is now Spadina
Avenue, and south of Queen Street. He knew that
- Canada was a land of great promise, and time alone
Wa\requlred to develop her resources. Toronto was
one ef the earliest settled cities, and had a populatlon
whose' descendarits were likely to reap a rich harvest
from their small sowings. Knowing this, he consid- -
ered this purchase one that would in,time be an
ample provision for his children and grandchildren, .
and was anxious to retamn it at all cost to himself.

Dent (in his “ History of the Rebellion of 1837 7)
speaks of FitzGibbon as “a persmtent office-seeker.”
He was, indeed, active and energetic in mind as well

as body, and was always ready to undertake more
work. The expenses of living, as well as of carrying
on the various schemes (small though they might be),
that he considered incumbent upon him as a loyal
officer of the Crown and a true subject, required
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means to defray their cost, aiid "FitzGibbon doubtless
refused no honest opportunity of earning what was
required. He held several posts, but the aggregate
salary was not a large one.

The “following letter from Sir John Colborne,
through his Secretary, evidently refers to one of
these offices :

« GOVERNMENT Hovusk,
“ ToroNTO, Jan. 20th, 1838.

- “ SIR,~+With reference to your letter of the 12th .

_inst., T am directed by the. Lieut.-Governor to assure
you that His Excellency is so fully persuaded of your
zeal and active services while he has béen in the Pro-
vince, that he has long been desirous of having an
opportunity of conferring on you an appointment
which might in some respects be more in accordance
with your views and wishes.

« His Excellency thinks it but due to you to express
his thanks for your exertions on many occasions in
the public service, and to notice the sacrifices which
you have made of your time and health, in carrying
on the various duties which you have been entrusted
to discharge. -

“I am also to add that His Excellency will leave a
copy of this letter with his successor, in order that
‘your character and services may be made known.
to him.

“I have the honor-to-be, Sir; T
“ Your obedient«ervant, -
e “W. ROWAN.
“ JAMES FITZGIBBON, Esq” o :
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CHAPTER IX. .

HE year 1837 was an eventful one, ot only in
the history of Upper Canada, but in the life
and fortune of our .hero.

“It was at once, " he wrltes in a letter to Sir -

Augustus d’Este in 1844, “ the most successfu] as well -

. as the most disastrous of my life. What occurred

then enabled me to accomplish something towards the
saving of the city of Toronto and the overthrow of

the rebels—havmg no thought of reward, other than
‘the saving of bloodshed—and the spontaneous and

unanimous vote Sf~my fellow-citizens to reward- me
for what I had done, roused such dbpes of freedom
from my pecumary dlfﬁcultles that their defeat well-

: mgh 1mperllled Iy reason.”

S —

It is difficult for the present genemtlon,/ brought
~up under a régime of self-government, to under§tand
the system of colonial management as carrled on
from Downing Street. :

To.men who had, in the end of the previous ctn-
tunyhglven up_home, friends and property for the
sake of loyalty to the Crown the defence and main-

- tenance of rights asserted on behalf of their sovereign

was the highest of political duties, and they had
brought up their children in that faith. In many it

fell little short of the loyalty of the Cavaliers to the

¢
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Stuarts. Self-government by the people was Round-
. head, “ Puritan, Yankee—thmgs they had - fought
‘against and fled from.
. They sought for property and _influence at the
" hands of the monarch and his mmlsters as a reward
—for-their sufferings in his cause and the defence of
his American dominions, just as the Cavaliers sought
redress of their wrongs and.reinstalment in- their old -
.~ rights by Charles . .
~ _ Tothese Loyahsts came éi,ctlve Bntlsh R:adlcals 'such
as Gourl&y and Mackenzie, while reform was working
its way through the ‘bimes of difficulty and distress
-which followed the close “of the great war, bringing
Catholic emancipation, mumc1pal and parliamentary: ,
. —reform in England, and revolution in France.

Many others followed. Mackenzie and. Gourlay to
Canada filled with the same 1deas and proud of tlm;k
success in the old _country, _=_‘-‘

They-could boast-of no services for the Crown such -

~ as those of ‘the U. E. Loyalists. - Their sufferings and
aspirations had all been for popular rights.
. The necessity of opening up and cultivating - the
- -wild landg throughout the country, and the encourage-
© " ment offertd to emigrants, had brought many settlers
-“from the United States, whose mnotions of govern-___-
~ment had been formed in the Republic. '
~'An alliance between these two bodies against the
Loya,lists and their -leaders in' the Family Compact
was as inevitable as was the strife which grew up

between these opposu;e forces. Dowmng Street rule .
R AR . o
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was, for the most part, in conformity with the views

“and wishes of- thk U. E. Loyalists in Upper Canada,
and with the great body of the Enghsh speaking
minority in the Lower Province. ° -

) Unfortunately Sir Francis Bond Head was not
~ capable of coping with these rival constituents.. He
was not a military man-of any standing or experlence
and recognized mnone of the signs of rebelllon patent
to those Who were, or who were. more in touch with

: the inevitable advance of reform; and when the re- .

- bellion, in'the imminence of which that paragon of
eccentricity and blundering” (vide Bryce) so repeat-
edly asserted his disbelief, actually broke out, he only
added inaceurate statements and boastful accounts of
his own over-weening “confidence and prowess to the
blunders already committed.
FitzGibbon wrote several accounts of the outbreak
of the rebellion in Upper Canada, and of Mackenzie’s .

" intended (attempted) attack on Toronto in December,
1837~ « An Appealto the People of Upper Canada,”
published in 1847, is perhaps the most exhaustive as-.

-regards his own share in the defence of the city. The
“Appeal 7 was. Wntten after successive events had
robbed him of the reward voted to him by the . |

unanimous voice of the- - House of Assembly, and the

pubhcatlon of Sir Francis Head’s garbled ‘account |
in- his' despatches to the Colonial Office had thrown.
discredit upon his services and bade fair to “make
.the colony over which he (Sir Francis) held so brief

. a rule, little more than a nation of liars,”.

/
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Stung to the quick by Sir Francis Head’s asser-
tions, his entire silence on some points, half-truths on
others ; impetuous, harassed by the difficulties which
his pecuniary circumstances rendered' unavoidable,
sick at heart from hopes long deferred, and embittered
- by disappointment, FitzGibbon rushed into print
before time had enabled him either to look at the
facts calmly and state them with  such diplomatic
tact as might ensure success, or.to0 learn with what
- credence the Lieut.-Governor’s account would be re-
ceived.
Had F 1tzG1bbon allowed Sir Francis to fall into the
pit he was so persistently determined to dig for him-.
* self, and had taken no precautions against the danger
he knew was imminent; had he merely shrugged his
shoulders and allowed the Lieut.-Governor to take
the responsibility of leaving the city unprepared, and,
when the principal buildings were in flames, and the
rebels armed with the muskets Sir Francis refused to
place at the service of the loyal defenders, had he
then stepped in, and at the cost of valuable lives and
~ property won a pitched battle, and driven out a-
greater number of rebels, he would probably have
been knighted; or had other honors paid him. : -
_To-do-this; hewever; was not FitzGibbon’s nature. -~ = .
He had seen too much of the sad scenes of war, knew . . - -
too much of its realities, was too generous and noble-
~ minded to proﬁt by another’s folly, to run the risk of
such bloodshed and devastation. He saw on all sides

i
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ev1dences of the imminence of an outbreak of rebel- :
lion against the.authorities.

From the year 1815, when Sir Francis Gore, by his
policy as Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada; had sown
the seeds of future frouble; FitzGibbon had watched
the course of events with interest, and from 1824
with ever-increasing anxiety. He communicated this
anxiety to Sir John Colborne in 1834, and was re-
quested by him to carry out one of the suggestions
he offered,as a precautionary measure—the formation

of a corps of young men in Toronto, ostensibly for |

the purpose of instruction in drill, that they might
be better fitted for commissions in the militia when
required. The corps was limited to seventy, that .

being the number of rifles available from the military

stores. During the summer months of the three
successive years, FitzGibbon drilled these lads twice

a week, and in order to encourage them to equip them- -
selves in correct military style, went to the expense
of procuring rifle uniforms for himself and eldest
~son. This might well be called the ﬁrst mlhtary

e

school in. Canada.
Perha,ps the happiest hours of ‘those years were
- ‘spént in this labor of love. - He was a soldier before

. everythingth;ﬁe%ve&%h%very—mtﬂeﬁof_accoutre
ments, and took a genuine pride in the improvement
and smartness of his company. He valued drill not
only as a means of making a man upright in his
carriage, prompt and vigorous in his movements, but

~as calculated to regulate his mind, strengthen his
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character for uprightness, honesty, obedience and
straightforward simplicity, and draw out latent re- -
source and talent. Add to this the confident expec-
tation that his efforts would not be thrown away,>
but in the hour of need the time spent in drilling
would bear fruit, and we may understand the pride
of the soldier in his “ boys.”- .
“It may not be irrelevant to observe in conclusion,”

. writes one of the corps, the late Walter Mackénme,
“that your previous .instructions:assuredly enabled
many members of the rifle corps to render efficient
service at the critical period in question (the out-
break). - For myself, 1 may assert that my appoint-
ment to the command of one of the four principal
divisions organized in the Market Square of this place,
on, Tuesday morning, the 5th of December, 1837, must
have arisen from my connection with that body, and -
that my confidence in assuming the charge was
‘materially increased by finding myself under the
guidance of an oﬂicer of your ardent zeal and dis-
tmmushed services.” (Letter from the late Walter
Mackenzw to Colonel FltzGlbbon)

- The tidings of the rising of the French- Canadlans

- in Lower Canada in 1837 added certamty to Fitz- o
Gibbon’s forebodings, and_induced- -him—to-redouble ——

. his efforts to persua,de his friends and fellow-citizens
to join him in preparing for the like contingency. )

That the members of the Government at that date
were not only swayed by the opinions and will of the
Governor then in ofﬁce but were practically governed
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by him, the light of the present day, thrown upon
the events of the past, shows plainly. Where, as in
1837, the Governor was a narrow-minded, self-opin-
ionated and obstinate man, it mattered little of: what .
constituents his council was composed. Good and
true men as many were, they were either overruled'.
- by the Governor’s authority and determination, or
silenced by doubt, or fearful ‘of incurring the respon-
sibility of dissension or acting without his authority.
In such a man the rebels recognized their most useful
ally, and in his obstinate, contradictory nature and.
his persistent disregard of the advice of the few who

saw the probable result of - such culpable blindness,
able assistants.*

*That FitzGibbon was not the only one who endeavored to warn
Sir Francis of the threatened danger and urge the need of precau-
tions being taken, is shown by the following extract from a letter
written from Cobourg by the Rev. Egerton Ryerson to a friend in
Kingston : - ¢ You will recollect my mentioning that ¥ pressed upon
Sir Francis Head the propriety and importance of making some
prudent provision for the defence of the city, in case any party

. should be urged on in the madness of rebellion so far as to attack
it. He is much blamed here- on account .of his over-weening eon-
fidence, and foolish and culpable negligence in this respect.’”

Again, when telling his brother William of the efforts to induce
Sir George Arthur (Sir Francis’ successor) to commute the sentence =
of Lount and Matthews, two of the rebels condemned to death, he

. repeats: ‘‘ I also mentioned to the Governor that you and the Rev.
J. Stinson had waited on Sir Francis about four weeks previous to
the-insurrection ; that you informed him of insurrectionary move-
ments about Lloydtown and other places, which you had learned
from me ; that you had strongly urged Sir Francis to raise volun-
teers and put the 01ty and other places in a state of defence; that"
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FitzGibbon’s way to his office in the Parliament
buildings lay, as has been said, along the Bay shore
on the stretch of land below Front Street. Here he
freq“uently met Sir Francis Head on his way to walk
for’ exercise on the long whart near the garrison.

These meetmgs led to long and animated conversa-
tions on many sub‘))ects, but chiefly upon the state.of
the Province and political ‘parties: The Governor’s-
opinions differed greatly from FitzGibbon’s on many

you and T had waited on the Attorney-General next day, and that -
we had urged these things on him in a similar manner, but that
these statements a.nd advxce had been disregarded, if not dlsbe-
lieved.”

"Again, after expressmg his decided opinion that ‘¢ punishments
for political offekces can never be beneficial when they are inflicted
in opposition to public sentiment and sympa,thy,” Dr.” Ryerson
adds: ¢ The fact is, however, that Sir Francis Head deserves im-
peachment just as much as- Samuel. Lount deserves execution.

- Morally speaking, I cannot but gegard\Sir Francis as the more _ -

guilty culprit of the two.” (Ext from ““The: Story of my 1 Llfe ”
Ryerson.)
Again, after speaking of the evil effects of Sir F B. Heads

arbitrary conduct upon the country, and the state of dissatisfaction

everywhere evident, William Ryerson says: ‘‘ After all we know
but little of the calamities and miseries with which our once happy
land®is now afflicted, and yet Sir Francis, the most guilty author of
this nHisery, escapes without pumshment‘- yes, with honor and

_p_q*____ow mystengus_aneihe_wag&of&o\qdenee s—how-dark;
crooked and perverse the ways of men.’

Colonel Foster, the Assistant Adjutant-General, also repeatedly
urged Sir Francis Head to retain a siall regular force in the Upper
Province, and-he also wrote to Sir John Colborne, representing the -
mischief that was likely. to be the result of the withdrawal of all

_ the military quartered i in Upper Canada, pa.rtlcularlv Toronto and
. its vmmty ’ :
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/(important points. Fearful that Sir Francis might

{\ think he threw himself in his way, or finding the’
arguments their conversation often ended in irksome,
FitzGibbon, upon seeing him approaching, would
sometimes turn. aside in.another direction, that he
might avoid meeting him. Sir Francis, however,
trequently called to him, or, if out of reach of his -
v01ce ), beckoned him with his stick to wait for him.

" FitzGibbon has left no details-of thege morning
chats, only the general idea that he, too, took the
apportunity of urging spon Sir Francis the great -

' need of making some preparation, or taking some

~ measures to ensure the safety of the city and the
prevention of loss of property; and by being in
readiness to ‘put down. any rising, practically prevent
it. FitzGibbon, confident that his fears were not
groundless, saw itt coming; the Governor, deter-
minedly shutting his eyes, refused to believe it either

- probable or possible.

~ When Sir John Colborne ‘asked Sir Francis Head
how many-of the troops then in Upper Canada he
could spare for service in Lower Canada, he answered

“« A1l :
When the last deta.chment consisting of a sub- _
}bem—a;nd—thirty—men-were—onﬂren*wayfrom Pene-—
tanguishene through Toronto, FitzGibbon begged the ]

- Lieut.-Governor to keep them in the city, «if only as
a nucleus for the militia to rally round.” ,
" . This he also refused, saying, “ No, not a man. The
doing so ‘would destroy. the whole morale of my

: .
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policy ; if the militia cannot defend the Province, the
sooner it is lost the better.” .
“Then, sir,” exclaimed FitzGibbon, “let us be armed
and ready to defend ourselves.”
“ No,” replied Sir F rancis, «T will do nothmg I
do not apprehend a rebellion in Upper Canada.”
Six thousand stand of small arms with a,mmumtlon
had been sent a short time before to Toronto from -
. Kingston, and deposited by the Lieut.-Governor’s
orders in the market buildings, under the keeping of
the civic authorities, the two constables being on -
-guard over them at night. FitzGibbon considered
this protection, under the circumstances, insufficient.
He called upon and urged Sir Francis to allow him
to organize a guard from his rifle corps to prevent .
 any attempt on the part of the rebels to obtain
forcible possession. .

_ This offer was also declined, the Lleut..-Governor
emphasizing his refusal by the assertion “that were
it not that he disliked to undo what he had already
done; he would have the arms brought to Govern-

~ ment House and entrusted to the keepmg of -his own
domestic servants.”
In despair of being able to mduce Sir Francls to

—Ttealize the need of action, FitzGibbon desisted and
withdrew. Before reachmg the passage he was re-
called by His Excellency in person, and requested to
“make the offer in ertmg
This .FitzGibbon was very willing to do, the man-
- mer of the request leading him' to hope that his offer
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would then be accepted. His surprise, therefore,
may be understood, when the following day’s issue of
the Toronto Patriot, the Tory organ, contained a
printed copy of the offer made to His Excellency.

Had FitzGibbon been self-seeking, or anxious only
for self-aggrandizement, he might have turned this.
to his own advantage, but he saw only that Sir
~ Francis used the offer of a guard, for which he had
asked in writing, to pubhsh to the Province that he
- had no fear of rebellion, and to throw odium on the -
man who urged preventive measures being taken.

Although such blindness seems incredible, Sir Francis -

doubtless calculated to be able in the event of there

being no rising, to boast of how much more correctly

he had estimated the political situation than the more -
anxious of his advisers. . '

. But this was not all: Sir Francis not only made
an ungentlemanly use of this offer, but, knowing how
unlikely it was that a copy of the Patriot would ever
reach the eyes of the officials at home, he entirely*
ignored the offer in hlS despatches to the CoIomal
Office.

Some little tlme prev10us ‘to this, FltzGlbbon had
been transferred from the command of the 4th Regi-
ment of York Militia to that of the 1st. Regiment of

the city of Toronto. In this regiment FitzGibbon
found many vacancies. True to his nature to do at .
once work that lay close to his hand, and which he
considered from the circumstances required attention,
he made out a.list of candidates for the vacant eom-
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missions and submitted it to His Excellency. Beljev-
ing it would ensure more speedy consideration being
paid to it, he carried the list to Sir Francis personally.
The Lieut.-Governor took the paper, read the list it .-
coutained and -handed it back to FitzGibbon, declining
posifively tor do anything until the following summer.
Exasperated by what he thought extraordinary folly,
yet unable to act in this manner without authority,

* FitzGibbon racked his excitable brain to devise means
by which to make some preparation, however small,
to meet and hold the rebels.in check until, when the
Governor’s eyes were opened by finding them at his
door, proper and more effective measures would be
taken to defeat them.

It must be remembered that ‘FitzGibbon’s popu-
larity, the devotion to him personally he had won
from many he had at various times befriended, sym-
pathized with, or saved from getting into trouble or
sorrow ; the friendly word and kindly smile he had
always ready. for the most insignificant, his intense
individuality, his ready interest in others and the
sort of hero worship his daring deeds and reputation
had won for him in the minds of the lads of the next
generatlon put him in possession of means of infor- -

_ mation which he might aét ipon but could not betray.————
 He had also been the first provincial acting Grand

Master of the Freemasons in Upper Cana and'

though he had resigned that office in 1826, he was

still a promment member of the fraternity. He had

, hved in ne1ghborly contact with his fellow-cltlzens

;
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for over twenty years. - He had been valued and
honored . by his commanders and superior -officers
through the war of 1812-14. A

He had known York in the days when.it was httle
more than.a garrison, and, in consequence of the civil
appointments he had held in the intervening years, -
had not only had the opportunity but the will to
know every additional member - of the mcreasmg
population. :

Sir Francis, on the other hand, knew little or noth-
ing of the colony he had been taken from comparative
obscurity to govern—knew little in fact of men or
politics—had no tact, but was amply provided with
insular prejudice, without the knowledge which en-
nobles it or robs it of an obstinacy of which the only
designatory adjective is pig-headed. Nor, it may be -
said; did Sir Francis know anything of FitzGibbon . -
beyond what a man of his limited. penetration could
learn in the short period of his residence in.the Pro- -
vince. The obstinate contradictoriness ‘of his nature
resented being argued out of preconceived opinions by .
a man of FitzGibbon’s excitable temperament and one

. who ‘made no secret of ha.vmg risen from {he ranks
of a line regiment. * - £,

* The 'mppess;on—made_b)LFmGlbbons_mpeated_assemon_oL_
this fact” has led to many blunders on the. part of his biographers,
who state that he was ¢‘ the son of a poor cottar on the Knight of’
Glin’s estate,” *“ of humble origin,”.etc. —blunders which only ‘care-

_ ful séarch among family papers, a visit to the rujns of the old house
on the hill above the towers of Glin, and the Knight’s corroborative

" testimony, gleanéd from his title deeds and fa.nnly records has
eﬁ'eetua.lly eorrecbed .
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His anxious desire to take some .precautionary
measures receiving no encouraggﬂment but distinctly
the reverse, from Sir Franc1s Head, FitzGibbon deter-.
mined upon acting on his own responsibility.

Enumerating the men'in Toronto upon whosé loy-
alty he knew he could rely, to the number of 126, and
taking the list to Government House, this irrepressible
defender of his home showed it to Sir Francis, with - -
the intimation that he “intended to warn each of the
men on the list to be in readiness to come armed to
the Parliament House, at any hour of the day or,
night, upon hearing the college bell ring the alarm,”
and “that he also meant to ask the Mayor of the city
to warn all his loyal friends east of Yonge Street to
rally to his aid at the City Hall upon the ringing of

" the cathedral bells.” '

Pausing for a moment, but not long enoughto
“allow His Excellency to utter the refusal he feared
wasg on his lips, FitzGibon added : “For the doihng of
this I ddsire to have your Excellency’s sanction, but
permit me to tell your Excellency that, whether you
give me leave or not, I mean to do it.” .

Sir Francis looked at him with indignant surprise
‘as FitzGibbon continued: “I say so with all due re- :
___spect to_your. Exce]leney as%hefepresentatrveﬂof'm“y””’**'%
sovereign; but you are so convinced that we are in
no danger ‘that you will. take no precautions; but I,
being fully convinced that the danger is most immi-

. nent, am detgfmjyed to take every measure in my
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power to devise for the protectlon of my famlly and
friends.”

_ Slr Francis did not repl} i edlately, but, a,fter a
\’5‘ se~of doubt and uncertainty, he at last gave a
feluctant tougent, much-a5 if it was forced from h1m K

/ by the soldier’s determined words.
Whether willingly or unwillingly given, it was still
. consent. Thanking His Exeellency, FitzGibbon with-
"drew. He went at once to the Clty Hall, where, in -
- the presence of Alderman chkson (Dixon 23 he com-
. municated the result of his interview with Sir Franc1s
and asked the Mayor to co-operate with “him and
undertake that someone should be at hand to ring .
the bells of the cathedral when warned by the r1ré—
ing of the college bells:
Sir Francis Wés not the only one who thought
FitzGibbon over-anxious and over-z%‘zlous in thus
ta.kmg timely precautions against .surprise by the
rebels, who, he knew, were arming and heing drilled
in_the outlying districts about Toronto. When he
called upon the Chief Justice he.met with somethmg
of the same opposition he had received at the hands
‘of the Lieut.-Governor:: Upon sﬁatmg his object and
expressing his fears, the Chief said: “Colonel Fita- i
__Gibbon, I cannot. partake: of your_ apprehenmcns,;and—— ]
I am sorry you are alarming the people in this way.”
* FitzGibbon repeated what he had said to Sir 7
Francis, and again reiterated his determination not to '
.be persuaded by anyone to desist from taking what
_ precaution he could against being surprised by an
R <\ o ‘ R
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undisciplined rabble such as he expected the rebel
force would be. - He, however, yielded so far to.the

Chief Justice as to agree to warn the heads of families.

only. : - ] . N .
The insurg?érit,ftﬁ"gs were gathered, the -rebellion

‘broke out, and the college bells rang the alarm before:

FitzGibbon had time to warn fifty of the one hundred

and twenty-six men whose names were on his list.
Although the following letter was written sQme

two years ‘later, I think I cannot do better than

insert it here. - FitzGibbon néver blaméd -the. men _

who at this time were so incredulous. "They had as

deep interests at stake as any could have, and would

have been as prompt to, defend them had they not

been blinded by the false security in which Sir
Francis had wrapped himself, and apprehended -no
danger of any actual-rebellion. The conduct of the

generous man. It contrasted very favorably with

" that of the Governor.<y -

' ,§e_ns,e,of.hisfaithfn}rand:valuavbl’&services¢~{‘fidra,d

. (Extract from the letter of Chief Justice . Robinson.) 7 ‘ .
“My DEaR BisHor,—T think Colonel FitzGibbon

may feel. assured that the Government has a Jjust

any doubt of this, I would most readily repeat in .
~ writing- what I ‘have taken occasion to say to the

‘Secretary. of State on that subject. :

“ During the many years that Colonel FitzGibbon
has resided in Upper Canada, his resolute character,
his. ardent loyalty, and his active and intelligent

L I ) N ) . \ .
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mind, have led him and have enabléd him to render
“important services to the Government and to the
Province, and on several occasions when I think it
-would have been difficult to find anyone else who.
could have discharged the same duty so efficiently.

~ “With regard to his services in 1837, I have no
doubt- (and I should be happy to state this on every
occasion where it could be useful to him) that his
earnest conviction before