
I

Technical Notes / Notes techniques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best
original copy available for filming. Physical
features of this copy which may alter any of the

images in the reproduction are checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couvertures de couleur

D Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, ta ées ou piquées

Tight binding (may cause shadows or
distortion along interior margin)/
Reliure serré (peut causer de rombre ou
de la distortion le long de la marge
intérieure)

Additional comments/ -
Commentaires supplémentaires

L'Institut a-microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a été,possible de se procurer. Certains
défauts susceptibles de nuire à la qualité de la
reproduction sont notés ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Coloured plates/
Planches en couleur

Show through/Transparence

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Fold-out maps, charts, etc., may be filmed at a different reduction ratio
than the rest of the book.
Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips, tissues, etc., have been
refilmed to ensure the best possible image.

Bibliographic Notes / Notes bibliographiques

Only edition available/
Seule édition disponible

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents-

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Plates missing/
Des planches manquent

Additidnal comments/
Commentaires supplémentaires

Pagination incorrect/
Erreurs de pagination

Pages missing/
. Des pages manquent

.t- Maps missing/
Des cartes géographiques manquent



I

4 40



Mrr

4

€ I

& --



- s,~..{ *1r-

-' - .-. Y -. ~t "

-. - N

~"tr-e.> ~ N. y' 'r
~"' -tt ~4 -~cQ~\ N4:~ "r t

$L r>t - -'.'-" ,;i-S S'

N ~ - - p

s'
N -

" --r -rV r'-'-
- -r r



11ý 1)
I

-A VEE0RAN 0F 1812

THE LIFE OF

JAMES FITZGIBBON.

BY

MARY- AGNES FITZGIBBON.

s.

-yTORONTO:

WILLIANM BRIGGS,
WESLEY -BUILDINGS.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL.- S. F. HUESTIS, HALIFAX.

MDCC~XCIV.

w

,PM



s

Entered, according to the Act of the Parliament of Canada, in the year one

thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, by WILLIAM BRIGGS, Toronto, in

the office of the Minister of Agriculture, at Ottawa.



v~, -~<

'tbe fibilttia of Canaba

AND TO

be Descenbants of be fMen of 18124

THIS BOOK

IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED

BY ·THE 'AUTHOR.



j.

II

r.t

I.. -

4



· PREFACE.

THE collection o, notes for the life story of "A Veteran
of 1812'" was s ggested to me some three years ,ago by
the enquiries ò Mr. Edwards, late editor of the Dominion
Illustrated, w o was then anxious to devote a portion of
the columns f that papei- to the reord of men who had
been more o less prominent in Canadian history.

I began th a handful of private letters, a brief .epi-
tome.of hi services, and the cherished recollections of my
childhood stories, told us in the nursery, of the soldier
and hise ly life in Canada. After spending some months
in Irela ,-visiting what-my~friènd e alled "the ,cradle of
the race, I dev6ted long hours to patient resea-ch ini thé
Arcþiv at Ottawa; and with the kind help of friends
who h valued FitzGibbon's correspondence suflciently
to pres rve his lette .f haeve not only been enabled to
verify ese early t itions, but have accumulated 'suffi-
cient aterial to put together a fairly ,consecutivè t 0-
graph of a man who lived through'ofe of the most
inte ting periods of our history.

H was one whose persona.lity was sufficiently pro-
no and whose courage, integrity and singlenées of
pu se were -strong enough to* leave an impression on
his e. "One," to quôte from a letter addressed to Lord
Sta ey, then Secretàry for the Colonies (July 2nd, 1842),

1 ill'i ý
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by Sir Augustus d'Estek"whose happy destiny it was to
have the opportunity of renderin important serviesto
his adopted courntry,,. which services will cause his name to
beremembered with respect ait admiration by th e loyal
inhabitants of Upper Canada as ong as devotionto the
parent state, manly,. valor. and cilear-sighted intelligence
are admitted to be 'entitled to places in the catalogue of
estimable quialities."

The fac-simile of FitzGibbon's handwriting given on the
pagè facing the frontispiece istaken from a postscript to
one of his many' letters to his young nephew Gerald.
FitzGibbon.

Whether the s'entiment it expresses is original or from
oneý or other-of his favorite authors, I have no means of
ascertaining. It is, .however, s6indicative of his life and

47 character, so evidently one of which he had proved the
value, that it. is worth preserving and reproducing as the
text of his faith.

My thanks are due to the .Right Honorable Gerald Fitz-
Gibbon, Lord Justice of the Court of Appeal in Ireland;
to D. B. Read, Esq., Q.C., author of -the "Lives of the
Judges," and other works; -to Ernest,, Cruikshank, Esq.,
author -of "Butler's Rangers,", the "Battle of the Beech-
woods," etc., etc.; to E. B. Biggar, Esq., whose graphic
a unt o£ thebattle of Stony Creek led to my applying
to him; to Charles Lindsey, Esq., William Lyon Mac-
kenzie's able biographer, and to J. Il. kand, Esq., the
secretary of the Wentworth -Historal Society, for the
kindly assistance they haè given me, either personally or
through their works, in accomplishing the "labor of love"
I have unddraken..
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I am indebted aiso {o J. Ross Robertson, Esq.,. the
enthusiastic' Past Grand Master of the Freemasons of
Ontario, for much of that portion of the book relating to
FitzGibbon's life as a Mason; also to the kindness of
Murray Jarvis, Esq., of Ottawa, for -valuable- extracts
from une'diftW1ýetters now in his possession, as well as to
many friends and well-wishers for aid and encouragement
in prosecuting the researches necessary in order to find
what one of them aptly' designated "the hinges 7of my
narrative."

If, owing to inferior workmansLrp, these "hinges"
creak, may I hope that an .indulgent public will, in their
interest in the man, overlook the faults of his biographer.

For the res't, I may add that I have had'the book
published in -Canada rather than in England, preferring
ii should .first see the light in the city whose loyalty and
homes he had guarded with so jealousan arm in life, and
to which his last conscious thoughts turned in the hour
of death.

M. A. F.G,
ToRoxTo, May 24th,189/.
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A VETF AN OF 1812.

CHAPTER I.

N t 16th of Novembe ,' 178O, in the little
ï lage on -the -south baûk of the Shannon

immortalized by Gerald 'Griffin's graphic pen*
nd the sad story of the Colleen Bawn; was born

the la, 1 whose after life was destined to be inore
eventful-than generally falls to a soldier's lot.

The square stone house, then forming.three sides of
a' paved court-yard, is now a heap of ruins. Ivy
drapes the roofless d4alls; the barred doorway through
which the faithful Danny-man went in and out about
his work attending to his master's horses, is gone; a
pile of loose stones and weed-choked crevices alone
mark the spot, but the little brook still winds its way

Sn tiny leaps and bounds down the steep hillside-
stilli'ipples over its stony. bed, widening as it reäähes
the foot of the old grey tower of the ruined castle of
,the Knights of Glin, and under the high-arched bridge

* Colleen Bawn, a dramatic adaptation of Gerald Griffin's novel,
"The Collegians."
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to the broad river below, as merrily at the end of the
nineteenth as during the latter years of the eighteenth

In some of the famiiy letters extant, James Fitz-
Gibbon's descent is spoken of as being in the direct
line from the White Knight, but I have no positive
knowledge of the family triee beyond the three pre-
ceding generations. At the, time of his birth, the

property held by his father was little more than the
mall freehold and the old stone farm-house at Glin.

His fatlher and grandfather, both Geralds, were
ood classi@il scholars, and though James' early
ecollections of his childhood are of the village school
here Ned FitzGerald dispensed learning to the lads.

f the village and neighboring district, his education
was not by any neâis entirely dependent, upon that

pedagogue. James owed much to his maternal grand-
Inother, who must have been a superior woman,
much looked up to, loved and honored by her sons.
His mother was a Wyndham; a name well known in

acobite annals in the '45. In after years, when a
fnember 'of the Highland Society, James often, de-
lared his claim to election should be derived from

h's maternal grandfather's connection with the "true

e " of that day, he having only escaped attainder
aid loss of property through arriving too late to take-

rptin the battle ofCulloden.
James.was the second son. Of h.is elder brother,

Jhn, we hear little. -He died unmarried at the age

of nineteen. The third son, Gerald, afterwards was
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the well-known Irish Master in-Chancery,and father-
of the present Lord. Justice FitzGibbon. Thomas and
Henry, the latter father of the present Judge and
Recorder. of Belfast, and three sisters. These made
up the home-circle at Glin.

Gerald Griffin drew his character of Danny-man in
"The Collegians " from- the. hunch-backed stable-boy
at the stone house, and that ôf Lowry Looby from
another of the family .retainers, who followed their
fortunes when they moved to Prospect· Lodge, near
Limerick.

" The earliest recollection of my childhood," writes
James, " was that of a bird being brought me -by one
of the laboring 'Men. The eagerness with which I
grasped it, miy delight ig the bright eye and beautiful
plumage, made a lasting impression, never forgotten
in after life. Again, sometime later-one· of those
landmarks of childhood's memôries, which stand out
like mile-stones by the.roadside-one of the men took
me with him in his cart to a distant farm. The vay
lay over a neighboring hill. 'Turning to look behind
me as we reached the summit, I was filled with sur-
prise and awe at the vast extent of laîid and water
spread so far below me. It was a mild, beautiful, but
cloudy-utumnday The broad.Shannon,-tAre digtàni
hills beyond, melting, as it were, into the soft greysky, roused a hitherto unknown sensation. I felt as
if my body and spirit were alike swelling into a vast
magnitude. The delight of perception, the sense of.
the beautiful, the dawning knowledge of the greatness
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and grandeur of nature, ànd the dimly conscious,
althougliunrealized, sense of the'spirit to feel it, was
a revelation to me.

"The first book I ever read, and which forms my
only recollection of my first reading, was the 'History
of Troy's Destruction.' I yet well remember the
diffliculty in understanding the first few pages. J
read, or rather spelled, it over and over, until I be-
lieved I understood it. It was a small volume of nots
more than forty or fifty pages. 'I had no other book
except my spelling book, and J read it again and
again. It contained four prints, of Agamemnon,
Achilles, Hector, and Penthesilia, to me objects of
great wonder and admiration. I found incidents.in
it at the second perusal which, in my ignorance, I
thought had, by some miracle, been inserted since my
first reading. J kept. my little book hidden away
from others, and read it to pieces unaided by any
explanations.

"In those days the only books sold in the village
shops, beside the -'Primer Spelling Book' and the
'Child's New Plaything,' were such as 'The Seven Wise
Masters of Greece,''The Seven Chanmpions of Christen-
dom,' 'The History of the White ight,' 'Parismus
and Parismenus,' 'The-Arabian Nights' Entertainment,'
and a few others of the.like character. I soon gained
the reputation of being the greatest reader in the
school.. I found a new world opening before me, and
looked with avidity for a new book. . The boys from
the neighboring farms and mountains came to me· to
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help them to select one'whenever they had the money
to purchase it, and J, with childish wisdom, invariably
chose one hitherto unknown to me, that I might
borroI and read.it, too. Thus in time I read every
book brought into-the school or possessed- by my com-
panions, often incurring the schoolmaster's <iepleasure
by absenting myself from school. to lie under the
hedge and read a tale so absorbing as to render me
forgétful of all else.

"At eleven years of age, I was taken from school to
help my father and elder brother on the farm and in
carrying on a small branch of the linen manufacture.
I read the 'History of Telemachus,' by candle light
during the long winter evenings, my father pointing
out to me the derivations of the words, and rousing
an intense interest in the connect9ey, tween the
Latin and English 'languages and my fi attempts
at the' construction of sentences. J used to save and
hoard the candle ends that J might pursue my
unaided studies when the household were asleep."

James was as fond of out-door life as other boys.
He always retained -an affection' for the yellow -wall-
flower, as it reminded him of the bright blossoms he
had climbed the old stone tower of Gln to gather
.when little more thana- 17aby-Eesribes, with a
keen sense of pleasure in the excitement, his delight
in lis first salmon.

"J was paddling barefoot in the brook which ran
down through the meadows. and round the foot of
the castle, when J spied âI fine salmon lurking under
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a big stone. To climb down round the boulder and
make a grab at him.was the work of a moment. I
did not catch him,-but the startled leap he gave cast
him" at the .Ney edge of the brook ; I flung myself
bodily upon hi and caught him bythe gills. After
-a hard fight J dragged him up on the bank, gaffed
him with a rusty old knife, and carried him home in
triumph. I have no recollection of his weight, but
remeniber his length was more than I could lift from
the ground-although I was a tall boy for eight years
-but trailed his shining body along the grass."

Of his early religious impressions the first mentioi
among his papers shows, also, the dawning reasoni
faculties and clear judgment which were afterwards
his strongest chareteristics. 0

"One day, while working. in the field, my attention
-was drawn to the. conversation between the hired
laborers on the subject of the Protestants and English-
men and -their religion.

"I already knew that Prôtestants and Englishmen
* were disliked, nay, hated, as the Irish had but one

word in their language to express either. I knew no
L Protestants (all in the village were Roman Catholics),

and I knew that, could they do so with impunity,
few among thesemen would hesitate to take the life
of a Protestant.

"' Why do you hate the Protestants?' I asked.
"'Because they are hereties'and go to hell.'" To this reply J 1made no aswer, but thought,

Surely you ought rather to pity them-blame them
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-for being such fools as to live in this world for
seventy-five years as Protestants only to be sent to
hell for seventy-five million.'

"My mind dwèltTfong on what I thought was the
unaccountable insensibility~of these Protestants. In
those days, about the year 1790, the judges going to
the circuit were .escorted and guarded by a troop of
mounted men bearing halberds and pikes. A trum-
peter rode in advance, and upon approaching a village
sounded his trumpet.

"This procession was 4o us boys a splendid spectacle,
and lookýd for every half year°with lively anticipa-
tion. When I learned that these judges were Protes-
tants, my surprise was great. That men so wise as
they must be could so disregard their future salvaton
for any present wealth or power seemed incredible,
and 'the infofnation that the king, who in my childish
faith, must of necessity be the .wisest man living,was
also,-a Protestant, filled me with amazement. It .*as
about this period that J read for the first time the
parable of ,the gø>od Samaritan; and, though ignorant
that the Jews .hàted the Samaritans, the conviction
was impregsed upon me that the Catholics were
wrong, and by hating their neighbors were not fol-
lowing the teacling of our Saviour. This was the
first doubt raised in my mind of the infallibility of-
iy teachers."

The boy's anxiety for new books had by chance put
hini in brief possession of .a New Testament. fe
purchased it fron a travelling pedlar, who probably

' 15-
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was very glad to find' a customer for such unsalable
stock in that part ,of the world.

James crept under. the hedge with his treasure, and
was soon absorbed in the wonderful story.

Here he was discovered by the parish priest, who,
spying the boy and curious to know what study he
was so deeply immersed in, accosted him. Unfortu-
nately I cannot find any detailed accouRL of the dis-
cussion between themgover the right of he yarishioner-
as well, as the priest to the privilege of reading the
Bible for themselves, bût I have heard those who had
the story from FitzGibbon' say, that "he got the best
of the priest in the argument,¶>ut the priest got the
better of. the boy in size, for the Testament was
forcibly confiscated, but what he had read was in-,
delibly fixed in his memory."

Some years afterwards, about 1795 or 1796, the
people of Ireland were called to arms and formed
into yeomaxiry corps to defend the -country against
the threatened invasion of France.

"My father enrolled his -own, his eldest son's and
my name, although i was only fifteen. With the
military bias already given to my.mind by my early

__eadingthis excited me very iuch. On e ngthe
corps each had to take the oath of allegiance, part of
which contained the following words: 'And I do
further swear that I do not believe that any Pope,
Priest or Bishop has power to forgive sins.'

"My father, my brother and I took the oath with-
out hesitation, as did many others, but many refused.
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"On the following Sunday the priest proclaimed
from the altar that all might take the oath, as it was
only upon condition of confession and repentance
that the priest could absolve the sinner.

"Some time after the yeomanry corps were raised,
the French fleet, with a large land force on board in-
tended for the invasion of Ireland, anchored in Bantry
Bay. Troops were sent, for the first time inJhe cen-
tur?, into that remote part of Ireland, and the first
regimen that appeared in our villge was the Devon
and Cornwall Fencibles. We had thus an opportunity
of encountering the 'hated Englishmen'--hated to the
extent of a pioverb, of which the literal translation
is, 'An Englishman is not more hateful to me than
thou art.'

"A sergeant and two privates presented their billet
at my father's door and were admitted, not only
rooms but meals also being provided for them. Their
.quiet behavior, their gratitude for my father's kind-
ness and hospitality, astonished me. Could these be
the. dreaded Englishmen? My former fears were
changed into admiration.

" The sergeant often spent an hour or two.in the
evening drilling us- boys in the old- stone_-paved
kitchen, and my military .ambition and desire to be
one day a¡ soldier.was fanned ibtto a flame.

" A storm driving the French fleet to sea again, it
was feared their cóming to Bantry Bay was but a
feint to draw off our troops from the north,, where
they meant to land. without opposition.

17
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"In the uncertainty the troops were marched and

c-unter-marched from one place to another, and the
Fencitlès offn again passed through or were quar-
tered in oùr village. Our former hatred became

jfriendship and liking; no one of our own militia

regiments were greater favorites with us than these
English soldiers.

"About this time the corporal who drilled the yeo-
manry corps to which I belonged, was ordered to
join his regiment, and we were without a teacher.
Our captain, the Knight of Glin, who had hitherto.
been in England, returned soon after t e corporal's

- departure. The first time he inspected usi the field,
he attempted to put us through our exerci es. He

gave orders of which we knew nothing. No having
learned the new system ôrdered for the inst etion of
the army in 1792, he was following the on acquired
with the.volunteers at the close of the rican war.
In striving to obey him, we fell into onfusion and
disorder. He flew into a violent p sion and swore
roundly at us, declaring, with an, oa , that if he had
the 'scoundrel' who had drilled s within reach, he
would 'cleave his flesh from his nes with his sabre.'

"A good landlord, an excelle and just magistrate,
to whose active..exertions we were indebted for the
peace of the surrounding country during the rebellion
of 1798, the knight was yet a hot-tempered.mai,
whose rage sometimes found expression in hard blows
as well as in words. His-language was so offensive
on this occasion that, unable to endure it longer, I
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stepped out from the ranks and said: 'The men are
not to blame, sir. You are giving us words of com-
nand we have never heard. The man who drilled us
was a good teacher, and were he here, he could make
us appear to.greater advantage.'

"For a moment I thought my bold words would
bring the knight's wrath -upon my head, but, reflect-
ing that my father was a freeholder and -no rnan's

iuaking.I stood my ground.
"After a pause, probably of astonishment at my

daring, he asked if - there was- anyone there who
could put the men through their exercises. tipon
my replying that I did 'not know, he asked me to
show him what they could do. I did the best I could,
and the men did well. le then desired me to go ondrillingthem until he could procure another instructor
from the army. A sergeant and twenty men were soon
after added to the corps, and, on returning from my
work somne days later, I found a sergeant's pike,
sword and sash sent to me with an order appointing
me sergeant. Thus was J, at the age of seventeen,
promoted over my father and elder brother. Whatwonder that my boyish enthusiasm was greatly in-creased by such unexpectedonor:"

In 1798, the first lieutenant. of 'the corps obtaineda company in the Tarbert F ncibles, then being raisedby Sir Edward Leslie, and James was easily per-suaded to join him; an ad ional inducement beingoffered in the promised app intinent of ,pay-sergeant
Vo the company.
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The Tarbert Fencibles were soon afterwards sent to

England to do garrison duty in the room of the

regulars required in Holland.
Before leaving home reiterated promises were ex-

torted, both from the boy and his captain, that he

P should not, on any account, be induced or permitted

to enlist for active service abroad. His mother's

fears, prompted. by the boy's well-known bias, took

thiprecaution to ensure his return before she would

consent to his departure. Much, however, as the lad

loved soldiering, there was a stronger deterrent to his

taking the Queen's shilling than even his mother's
fears or his captain's prQmise to- bring him back in

safety to his native village.
Corporal punishment was at that time inflicted in

the army.for the most trifling offences, and the reports
of the sufferings of the men under it had so excited

his indignation that- FitzGibbon believéd .no persua-

sions côuld ever induce him to put himself voluntarily
in a position to run the risk of incurring such degra-

dation.

l20



THE TARBERT FENCIBLES.

,CHAPTER IL.

@ Nthe 9th of June,'1799, Major-General White-
lock arrived at Poole, in Dorsetshire, where
the Tarbert Fencibles were then quartered,

authorized to recruit non-commissioned officers and
men from its ranks for .active service in the- army
awaiting enbarkation for the invasion of Holland.

Before leaving his quarters, FitzGibbon received a
hasty visit from Cagtain Creagh. He came to remind
him once more of the many promises he had made to
bring him back to Ireland, and added, "If you are
firni in your refusal to volunteer for active service,
Ill take you with me to Ireland, where J hear I'm to
be sent shortly on recruiting duty."

FitzGibbon assured him he had no intention or
desire to volunteer, so he might make his mind easy
on that score.

An hour'afterwards the sergeants were paraded in
the barrack- r - to. be addressed by the general.
He spoke at considerable length, saying, among other
thîngs, that "as the enemy would not come to fight
us, it was determined by the Government that~ we
should go and fight them;" that he "was quite confi-
dent we would rather go and fight for our king and
country-than remain at home walking -the streéts of
Poole with powdered heads;" and, in short, that he
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"expected to see us in a few months' time up to our
knees in French blood."

Little as he knew of the world, this speech, sounded
an extravagant one to FitzGibbon. is position
placed him directly opposite to where the general
stood. His evident *interest attracted that officer's
attention, and he repeatedly addressed hirn directly,
asking if he understood what he.said ?

The sergeants were then dismissed to join their
eompanes.

After parade the regiment was formed into a hollow
square, when the general addressed the men, much in
the same strain as he had used with the sergeants,
desiring those who wished to volunteer to step out of
their ranks into the centre ;an going from company
to company he urged the men indi vidually to do so.
Upon reaching FitzGibbon's, he expressed surprise at
seeing him stili in the ranks.

"J thought you would be one of the first to vol-
unteer."

"J am determined not to volunteer, sir," replied the
soldier.

"And why should a young man of your-appearance
not seize so glorious an opportunity of pushing his
fôrtunïes ini3he servie olTlis king an< couitry T"

",Because, sir, I am not willing to spend allmy life
as'a private soldier, nor as a nou-comnissioned officer,
and from the little I have seen of the army, I have ho
hope- of obtaining a commission without money or
friends."
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" Can you write ?" asked the general.
" Certainly he can, very weHl,"· answered Captain

Creagh for him, and added some kindly -expressions
commending the lad's diligence and knowledge of his
drill.

" Why, then," said the general, "I will be the first
to recoimeid you."

"You will not, sir," replied the boy, with youthful
conviction as.well as priggishness, " venture to recom-
iend me.:until you know if I be qualified to hold a
commission, which I.am now convinced I am not."

"All this," replied thé general, "only tends to
convince me that.you are, or very soon will be."

But FitzGibbon was still .determined. The general
turned and went along the ranks, urging the men.
At length, in answer to his representations of the
many advantages to be derived from active service, a
number replied that if FitzGibbon would volunteer
they would.

"What was I to do?" FitzGibbon often asked.when
telling the story in after years. "I must either forget
my promises, my fears, silence my doubts, or brand
myself forever a coward, not only in the eyes of my
comrades but in my own."

He assnted, an&carried forty men with hm into
the ranks of the English army.

The step was taken and could -not be retraced, but
'th a mentally iegistered vow that if it should ever
his fate to ineur a sentence to the infliction of the
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lash, justly or unjustly, he would take his own life
rather thai suffer such degradation.

FitzGibbon joined the army under Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie, then encamped on Bareham Downs, and on
August 6th, 1799, he was draughted into the 49th,
with the rank of sergeant. On the following morning
they were marched to the coast, and embarked at the
neighboring seaport.

The fleet with the transports put to sea on the
12th. Bad weather prevented the vessels approach-
ing the coast of Holland until the 26th, when they
anchored near the Helder. The troops were landed
on the 27th, but here we may quote FitzGibbon's
own words:

"The flat boats in which we were sent from the
transports moved off for the shore in the grey light
of early dây. Our mortar ships had been throwing
bombs to the shore for a short time before. The
distance, however, was so considerable that I did not
think they could do much execution. My early
studies in Greek and Roman history had given me
an exaggerated idea of heroism, bravery and battle,
andI fully expected to find the French battalions
drawn up in battle array upon.. the beach, rea4y to
greet us witi a voley- the moment- we were within
range, and, as our boats touched the shore, to oppose
our landing in*a-fierce handito-hand conflict.
. "As we approached, and the light~increase.d, I could

see five dark lines to our iight, moving down upon
us, as I expected, to oppose our landing, but upon
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nearer approach I could distinguish their scarlet uni-
forms. They- were in fact the five British regiments
landed some distance to our right, and which as -yet
had met with no resistance. Were the French so
deficient in courage, I wondered, as not to make the
iiiost of such evident advantages?

"The low line of sand-hills opposite our landinge
place was lined with troops. A volley was fired upon
us as we jumped ashore. The . regiments- already
landed charged up the hill and drove the enemy back
at the point of the bayonet, while we landed without
further molestation.

"After ,fifty years of life, and having had some
experience of warfare, I am convinced my boyish,
opinion was the correct one. Ead the enemy realized
my expectation and opposed our landing in earnest,
the boats must-have been destroyed or captured. To
know the value or force of fear upon the human mind
is one of the most important qualifications for' a
commander to pôssess, second only to the power of
banishing fear from ·his own ranks and driving it
before him into the ranks of. the enemy. The officer
who has not this power will never be distinguished
from the herd of ordinary men, and should never be
entrusted withaseparateomiand.

"The brigade to. which I belonged, Sir John Moore's,
as marched to the left, towards the Helder, where
e found no enemy. Ail the. fighting was on our

ight, where our men drove the enemy back into the
ountry."
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There is a gap here in FitzGibbon's narrative from
August 27th to October 2nd. Duing that period the
Duke·of York had joined the army and assumed the
command.

"Long before day on the morning of the 2nd of
October, the Russian and British forces advanced to
attack the French posted "in the sand-hills on the
coast near Egmont-op-Zee. The column to which the
49th bëlonged advanced along the beach, having the
sand-hills to the right, the rolling sea in closesïprox-
imity on our left. About eight o'clock the advance
commenced skirmishing, and the column was halted.
Several of the officers ran up a few paces on the sides
of the hills fo snatch a view of our troops · on the
level beach. I followed their example. Eighteen
thousand men were on the plain before me. The
long lines of cavalry and artillery deploying to their
several positions, the life and stir of coming battle
surprised and filled me with delight. I had dreamed
of deeds of bra very; of fierce single combats, but now
that the battle was imminent, I was surprised to find
that I was not nearly so brave, as I had imagined
myself.

"The first man I saw killed was a fine handsome
young ensign, a lieutenant-of grenadiers, whô had
volunteered from the South Middlesex militia to the
line, still wearing the uriform -of his late regiment.
1He carried one of the regimental colors, and was one
of the finest-looking -men I had ever seen. I stood
for a moment to look upon him as le fell, and thought
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sadly of the young wife he had left to mourn his
untimely end. - It was but a moment. I had to run
on to keep pace with my company and find myself in
the midst of a great battle. I was a supernumerary
sergeant; I had no definite duties or positionnothing
to do but look about me. My preconceived ideas of
the discipline of the regular army were soon dissi-
pated. The nature of the ground, the confusion and
apparent hastinéss of the officers served to cause
disorder, and I thought, 'Surely the French must be
better soldiers than we are.'

FitzGibbon had evidently mentioned Colonel Brock
in the missing leaf of pis reminiscences, as the follow-
ing paragraph. indicates:

After the deployment ôf the 49th on the sand-
hillS, I saw no more of Lieut.-Colonel Brock, being
separated from him with that part of the régiment
detached. under Lieut.-Colonel Sheaffe. . Soon after
we commenced firing upon the enemy, and at inter-
vals rushing from one line of sand-hills to another

.-'behinid which the soldiers were made to shelter
themselves and fire over their. summits-I saw, at
some distance to my. right, Savery Brock, .the pay-
master, passing from the top of one. sand-hill to
another, direting -and encouraging 'the men.~ He
alone kept continually on the tops of the hills during
the 4iring, and at every'advance from· one range to.
another he led the men, and again was seen abov the
others. Not doubting but that great numbers of thé
French soldiers would be continually firing at him--4

1,
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large man'so exposed- watched from moment to
moment to see him fal, but for about two hours
while in my view he remained untouched.

"After witnessing Savery Brock's conduct, I deter-
mined to be the first to advance every time at the
head of those around me, and I soon saw that of
those who were most prompt to follow me, fewer. fell
by the enenmy's fire thah J witnessed falling of those
more inour rear.

"Still we advanced, and the French retreated' from
one range of sand-hills to the net. About five
o'clock J was well on in advance, when, on the oppo-
site side of a valley facing us, we saw .dragoons in
green advancing toward us. Believing them to be
Russians who were moving against the en-emy on the
other side of the hills, a cry was raised to 'cease.
firing.' The moment the cry was obeyed, a body of
French infantry issued from a copse in the valley
and charged up the hill tôward us.' We opened fire
instantly, but ,instead of retreating they advaced,
their officers waving their hats and swords as if
desirous of holding a parley with us. Upon this
someone cried they were Dutch troops who wished
to join us as three battalions had done a few days
before. Again we ceased firing. Our officers ad-
vanced to meet theirs. While we waited I formed
the men, about a hundred in all. Presently one of
ny men, without orders, presented :his muskei.

tosed it up with mny pike, and declared .[ 'would

sligt any;>man *ho dared to fire without orders;

à' ï
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then, turning to learn the cause of the nan's action,
I saw fyve of the enemy approaching. Believing they
meant to surrender,·I went to meet them; J disarmed
two, throwing their muskets on the ground, but in a
moment imy pike was wrenched from my hold and I
was seized by the- collar.. Struggling to free myself,
J found two bayonets at my. back. My men fired.
The Frenchman at my right fell, but in an instant I
was dragged over the,hill. There they, halted and
searched me. One drew my sword. and threw it far
from me with an oath. Another took my sash and
wound it around his own waist.' Two contended for
my great coat and nearly dislocated my shoulders in
their struggle for it. . Then my coat and waistcoat
were pulled off in order that they might get at my
.shirts,, a flannel and a linen· one, for J never could
endure the flannel next my skin. They had the
flannel one whena dragoon galloped' up, snatched
my waistcoat from the infantry and drove theroff
Possessing 1ielf of *what money was left ii lhe
pocket, he flun if backc to me and bade me dress
myself. He' thengave me in charge of another di:a- L
goon, who seized my left wrist in his right ,hand an&"
trotted down the hill to where the dgons were-
drawn up.

"All this could not -have occupied more than three
or four minutes. While my captor trotted down the
slope, we were met by 'another dragoon who, as he
passed me, brought. up the hilt of his sword to: his
ear and gave point at me. Fortunately I had learned
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the sword exercise and was able to parry bis thrust.
He rode on as if indifferent whether he hit me or not.
The inan who held me swore roundly at -him, an'd
instead of ascending the hill turned sharply to the
left, and followed, the valley until we were quite in
the rear of the French lines. He then released me
from his hiold.

"If I had had extravagant ideas of the glories to be
won in battle, I hWd also of the fate of prisone-rs of
war. I had . recently read the meinoirs of Baron
Trenck, and expected nothing less than confinement
in a dungeon with sixty pounds of iron about my
neck and limbs.

The apbroach of another prisoner, an old sergeant
of the 49th,Xwho had seen service in the* West Indies,
was a relief to my mind. We soon after entered a
wood, where the, dragoon ordered us to be searched.
Alas, my fie ·linen shirt pleased him, and I was
ordered to give it up. When I hesitated my fellow-
prisoner advised me to obey, adding, "A -soldier of
the 92nd, who was taken with me, refused- to give up
his canteen and a murderous Frenchman shot him
through the back."

The dragoon.gave me a shirt from his saddle-bag
in exchange. It was coarse as a barrack sheet and
nearly worn out. It was, however, clean from the
wash, and had ruffles to the wristbands as well as the
usual frill to the front. . I remembered a song my
grandfather used to sing for- me of 'French ruffles
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and rags.' Now was I possessed of some to my no
small discomfort and mortification.

"While the exchange of garments was being made,
Lieutenant Philpott and some grenadiers of the 35th
were °-brought in. He stopped and asked me why
they stripped me. Before I could reply, a. French
soldier struck him a blow from behind with the butt
of his musket that made him stagger forward several
paces before he could recover himself.

"We were narched into Alkmaar and put into a
church, where I slept on the flags from six till eight
o'clock, when we were awakeVed, hurried out.into the
street and marched off under an escort.

" I supposed we were to be lodged in some prison in
the town, but to my surprise we soon left it behind
us. Exhausted from fatigue, I dreaded a long night
march. The dragoons of the escort frequently pushed
their horses upon us. One of them plunged in anong
us, his horse dashing the man walking beside me to
the ground, and striking me a violent blow in the side
withý his foot. To escape,.this danger I pushed on to
the fronyt and strained every nerve to keep in the
advance. - We were marched without halting to Bever-
wick, a distance of eighteen miles.

"This was themost distressing night of my life. I
had aleady suffered so much from fatigue during
our marches and counterinarches since our landing at
the Helder, as to make .my life a burden to me. Fif-
teen days later we reached Valenciennes, five -officers
and one hundred and seven nen." (See Appendix 1.)
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- During this and the few weeks that intervened
before the exchange of prisoners was effected, Fitz-
Gibbon was not idle. He seized every opportunity
within his reach of conversing with his . French
captors and learning as much of their language as
possible.

Among some odd scraps of letters and manuscripts,
I find the following anecdote:

"The exchanged prisoners of war Were landed at
Ramsgate fro m Flushing, in January, 1800. On thle
march to Beccles and Bungaye, where the 49th were
then stationed, J was sent forward to have the billets
ready for delivery to the men at the nd of each day's
march. Ori entering the inn at Witham,'near Col-
chester, a gentleman standing at the door asked me if
I did not belong to the 49th ? Upon my replying
that I did he said:

Why then are you in such, a ragged and stained -
dress?'

"'I am returning frop1 French prison, sir,' I replied.
"'Come in, come in here,' he said, and immediately

ordered the waiter to bring breakfast and a glass of
brandy for me. He was surprised when J .declined
the latter, as J never drank it.

"'What, a soldier and not drink brandyl Well, well,
I am very glad of it; and now, where were you taken
prisoner?'

"'At Egmont-op-Zee,' I replied. Then to my sur-
prise he asked a number of questions as to the
behaviour of certain of the officers in that battle.i
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"Ignorant of wh( my questioner might be, I could
only reply faithfully as to what I had seen and knew,
and unconsciously -ras able to remove the odium of
cowardice from at least one to whom it had. been
imputed. I learned later that my interrogator was
the surgeon of the 49th. He shook hands with me,
and bade ine- take care of myself and J would rise to
be a general officer. J.was not very sanguine of that,
but they were kindly words to cheer on the hopes
and ambition of a lad who loved his profession."

In the summer of 1800 the regiment was sent to
Jersey. During the senior Lieut.-Colonel's .absence
on leave, the second assumed. the command. Of this
officer's ability, FitzGibbon speaks highly.

" He was the best teacher I ever knew, but he was
also a martinet and a great scold. His offensive
language often marred his best efforts. The latitude
taken atdrill in those days was very great and. very
injurious to the service. The -late Duke of York saw
this, and by appropriate regulations greatly abated
the use of offensive·language.

"To.such astate-of feeling was the regiment worked
up by this man's scolding, that upon .ther return Of
the senior officer,* his first appearance -on the-parade
was greeted by three hearty cheers from the men.
This outbreak of welconie was promptly rebuked by
the returned colonel and the men confined to barracks
for a week."

FitzGibbon does, not name either of these officers,

* Colonel (afterwards Sir'Isaac) Brock.
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adding only: "I might record the future career of
the two men, but will only say that they were not
on the same level. The historv of, the one officer
who won the affection and respect of his men by
kind though firm discipline bears the higher military
ieputation."

While the regiment was in Jersey, several recruiting
parties were sent from it to England. With one of
these FitzGibbon 'was ordered to Winchester. The
party consisted of a captain, two sergeants, a corporal
and drummer. The captain appointed, being on leave,
was to join the party later from London.

Before embarking, and without.FitzGibbon'sinowl-
edge, his fellow-sergeant drew the month's pay for
the corporal and drummer, went out of barracks, and
either gambled or, as he said, lost it, by having his
pocket picked. For this he was tried and sentenced
to be put under stoppages as a private until the
amount was refunded. Notwithsta1iding, before
going on board the Rowcliffe sloop for Portsmouth,
the man again drew the month's pay, and soon after
their arrival in Winchester, lost or spent the money.,
The captain had not yet joined them, and upon pay-
day FitzGibbon's duty wouTd be to report the -case to
the regimental headquarters. This would inevitably
resuit in the reduction.of the sergeant to the ranks,
or. possibly the infliction and degradation of the
lash. The man was of respectable parentage, in edu-
cation' equal if not superior to FitzGibbon, and his
pleasing, gentlemanly manner had won his fellow-



soldiers' affection. Having full confidence "in his
truthfulness, FitzGibbon out of his own month's pay,
as yet untouched, gave the corporal and drummer
their week's pay. Another week passed without the
captain having joined the party, and again he paid
the men. This was repeated until he had not a penny
remaining.

" Twenty-four hours had elapsed since J had tasted
food. We were walking down the high street of
Winchester, poor as hungry and miserable as
myself, neither of us knowing what to do nor where-
to turn for help. To seli any part of our regimentals
was impossible. It was a military offence, and its
commission would inevitably have brought the dis-
grace I dreaded. Walking slowly .and in silence,
weary with thinking and the vain effort to puzzle a
way out of the dificulty, I had alm.ost given way to
despair, when, the light of a street lamp falling across
my path, my eye caught the gleam of a coin lying. on
the wet pavement at my feet. J' picked it up, and
carrying it to a neighboring-shop-window, saw it was
a half-guinea. I rang it on the sill to be sure my
eyes had not deceivéd·me. J did not stay to enquire
who had dropped it. The street had imany passers
by; its owner might have passed long since,-but the
thought thatit had ever been owned by anyone else
never crossed my mind. J was hungry through no
fault of my own, and this half-guinea was to me a
direct gift from Providence;and as such I used it and
was grateful"

30
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CHAPTER IIL-

N February, 1801, the 49th was ordered from
Jersey to Horsham in Sussex, the recruiting
parties receiving in§tructions to join it on the

march from Portsmouth.
."Arrived at Horsham barracks, it was generally

understood-we were.to be stationed there some months
and.much of the unpacking was done. An express,
however, arrived the following morning from the
Horse Guards, ordering our immediate return to
P'Tmouth. At Chichester an order met us to be
on t south sea-beach at nine o'clock the following

rning.
·During the two days' march conjectures were rife

as to our ultimate destination. Some said we were
intended for Ireland to quell a rebellion there; others
for Manchester to put down a riot there, but it was
soon ascertained that we were to be embarked at
Spithead on board a man-of-war to serve* as marines
in the Baltie.

"The gr-enadier company to which I belonged, was
taken on board the St.' George, a threetecker of
ninety-four guns, bearing the flag of Lord Nelson,
and pleased and gratified was I at finding myself on.
the same ship · with him. The ships at Spithead
intended for the Baltic sailed to Yarmouth, a'nd there,
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greatly to my disappointment, we were transferred to
the Monarch, 74.

"The fleet sailed on the 12th of March, and anchored
below Elsinore on the 29th.

" On the 30th, the ships passed in single line before
the Castle, which opened a heavy fire upon them.
The Monarch led the van, and in passing fired 230
shot. Having passed beyond range the-reports were
collected, and to everyone's surprise not a shot had
touched, the ship, all having fallen short. Lord Nel-
son's ship followed, and he ordered that not °a shot
should be fired from his guns, the others following
his example. Yet, a few days after the battle of the
·2nd of April, a Danish account of the operations
stated that several men were killed and wounded and
some damage done to the walls by the shot from the
Monarch.

" This appeared to me unaccountable-that the con-
stant fire from two or three hundred guns did no
damage to our fleet, while that from one ship should
in so short a time affect the castle walls and its
defenders.

"In 1806, at Quebec, when sent. on board a mer-
chant ship to superintend the landing of sôme arniy
elothing, Ientered into conversation with one of the
passengers, a Dane, who had served on board a
Danish vessel on April 2nd, 1801. He told me that
Governor Stricker, who was in command at .the time
in the Castle, was brought before à court-martial. of
enqu-iry, wheu he suggested that the powder he had
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must have been damaged, it having been there during
the long peace of seventy or eighty years, then just
concluded, and asked leave to try the effect of newly
purchased powder. Permission being granted, the
shot told with considerable effect upon the Swedish
shores at the opposite side of the Strait.

"On the 1st of April the fleet was divided into two
divisions, one to anchor at each side of the shoal in
front of the city of Copenhagen, that division in
whose favor the wind was on the following morning
to go in and fight the battle. The wind favored Lord
Nelson's division, so it fell to his lot to achieve the
victory. The Monarch was in Nelson's division, and
had 59 men killed and 155 wounded--the. greatest
number ever killed or 'wounded on board any one
British vessel.

"The battle lasted four hours and ten minutes. The
shattered conditioxi of the Monarch necessitating her
being sent home ; the survivors of the marines were
transferred to the Elephcnt. In a few days the
damaged ships were refitted. and the fleet, with the
exception of the St. George sailed up to Kiorge Bay.

"Sir Hyde Parker's ship, the London had her lower
deck guns taken out in order to lighten her sufficiently
tô enable her to pass through the shallow entrance to
the Baltic. There not being sufficient transports to
take the guns of the St. George at the same time, she
had to remain before Copenhagen until their return
from the London.

"A hint, however, being given to Nelson that Sir
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Hyde Parker intended to sail at. once and attack the
Swedes at Carlserona, without waiting for him, lest
he might again take the lion's share of the laurels to
be won in a second engagement, he ordered his barge.
and started for Kiorge Bay.

" Coming on the poop the following morning at
five o'clock," writes FitzGibbon, "I saw the admiral's
flag flying at the fore, and asking thesignal midship-
man what it meant, was told that Lord Nelson had
come on board at two. o'clock, and was then asleep on
the sofa in the cabin, Captain Foley not yèt knowing
he was there. Immediately I was all ·ears and eyes,
the cabin being directly under the poop. Presently
I heard Captain Foley's voice at the door, rebuking
the servant for not letting him know that Lord
Nelson had come on board, and in a sharp tone fron
within, I heard a thin, rather feeble voice call out,
'Foley, Foley, let the man alone; he obeyed my orders.'

"For many weeks while he was bn board, I had an
opportunity of seeingNelson every d . Hé appeared
the most mild and gentle being, and it waa¿jelightful
to me to hear the way the sailors spoke of him True,
I was only at sea during the summer, but my greatest
wish then was that I had been a sailor rather than a-
soldier."

While in the ,Baltic an incident occurre which
might have inte-fered with FitzGibbon's car er as a
soldier.

The detachment of the 49th on the Elèphant was
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Hlutchinson, an impa-

. 39
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tient, hot-tempered man. One morning, very early,
he sent for FitzGibbon to come on deck. W.hile the
ships were. at anchor, both watches were in their
hammocks at.night. 'The hammocks .being hung, all
océupied, press closely together, and a man turning
out singly must go down on his knees and'there,
with difficulty, put on his clothes. When FitzGibbon
reached the deck, he found the colonel in a towering
passion.

"How dare you not coiie quickly, sir, when J sent
for you ? You are an example of laziness to the men,
and.if the like ofthis occurs again, I will bring you
to a court-martial and reduce you to the ranks."

Then giving him the order for which he had been
called on deck, the colofiel 1 left the ship with Captain
Foley to spend the day in another vessel.

Mortified by the publicity of the rebuke, adminis-
tered as it was in the presence of not only the soldiers
and sailors on deck, but of two of the midshipmen
who had treated him with the kixrly courtesy and
tact.of one gentleman to another a consideration he
was not entitied to by his rank' as sergeant; hurt and
indignant- at its injustice, and naturally impulsive,
FitzGibbon determined not to wait for his colonel to
carry the.threat into effect; b.ut at once, voluntarily,
to retire tothe ranks.

Upon Colonel Hutchinson's return to the quarter-
deck that evening, FitzGibbon met him, saluted, and
said: "As I cannot discharge the duties of a sèrgeant,
sir, without incurring such censure as J received this



morning, J desire to retire into the ranks as a pri-
vate."

The Colonel's face flushed with indignant surprise
as he replied: " Very well, sir; from this moment you
are no longer a sergeant. ' Go, sir,.to your duty as a
private, and remember J don't forget you. Take that
with you."

A short turn on the deck brought him again in
contact with the irrepressible soldier as he went
below. Shaking his fist at him, he repeated his last
words with greater vehemence, "Remember, I don't
forget you. Take that with you."

On the following morning the colonel again sent
for FitzGibbon and asked if he remembered what had'
occurred the previous evening, and if he was still in
the same mind?

FitzGibbon replied that nothing had since occurred
o altee the opinion he hadr then expressed.

"Very well, then, join your company as a piivate."
He then paraded the company on deck and informed
the .men that FitzGibbon, having found himself un-
eqal to the performance of the duties of a sergeant,
had resigned and retired into the ranks, closing his
speech by advising those who might thereafter be
promoted not-to folow--" the foo1i exaiple set them
by FitzGibbon."

For three months FitzGibbon remained in the
ranks. He was happy because answerable for no
one's conduct but his own.' Strict in enforcing obe-.
dîence to duty when a sergeant, he was yet tauch

LÇ .4
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belôved by his men, as many anecdotes toid of him
both then and in later years go to proye. He never
allowed that any man could be wholly bad, but.that
there must be good in him somewhere, if one could
but touch the right chord to reach it. Believing this,
he looked for it, and though the result was often long
delayed, the god was generally found.

In the battle of Copenhagen, where the loss was so
severe, one of the most reprobate and unruly of the
men in the regiment was terribly· wounded -in the
lower part of the back. When carried into the
cockpit, the surgeon bade FitzGibbon take him away
-there was no use *in dressing such- a wound, it
would only cause great pain. . "Take -him away," he
said, " and tell him he will be in a better condition
to be see» to to-mortow. Poor fellow, he will pro-
bably be dead by the morning."

The man lived for three days, and FitzGibbon's
comforting prayers and trustful, confidence 'in the
nercy of God fôr the poor sinner soothed his pain,
robbed 'death of its terrors, and won for himself -a
deeper'affection in the hearts of his men.

Upon -his reduction to the ranks, this love bore
fruit. The companies were divided into messes of six
men each, the. duty of one of the six, each day, being
to perform all the menial offices required,,such as
washing*the dishes, etc. From all these the sergeants
were exempt. On the first day upon which his duty
fell to FitzGibbon, and he began to gaiher up the
dishes, one of the men stopped him.

-I
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"I'il do that, sir."
"No," replied FitzGibbon, "it is my duty, and I

did not become a soldier without making up my mind
todo all the duties properly belonging to me, and,
though greatly obliged to you, I am determined to do
this."

"%Then, begorra, sir, you'll fight me first."
It is needless to say that FitzGibbon declined such

a combat, but during the time- he remainefd in the
ranks the nienial duties that fell to his share ,were
always done for him wolens volens.

The fleet had no more fighting. ·The déath Qf the
Eippero- Paul altered the course of -events, and after
cruising about in the Baltic, putting occasionally into
harbor at Dantzig and other ports, the fleet was
fvrderéd home in August.

The 49th was landed at different ports, the grena-
dier coinpany being 'sembarked from the Eléphant,
at Portsnòu kand 4arched to join the headquarters.
at Colchestere On approach-ng the town, Colone
Brock came out to meet them, and drawing his swor
marched at their headinto barracks.

At parade the following morning, Colonel r
addressed the men. He thanked them for not only
doing ert. to the regiment-and its officërs by tleir
bravery during ·battlé, but for their general good
conduct while separated on board the different ves-
sels, the captains of which had written to him in the
most favorable terms of the men while under theirI
commnand,
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"He (Colonel Brock) created by his judicious praise,
his never-failing interest in his men, both individually
as soldiers and collectively 'as a regiment, a noble
spirit whichbore fruit in many a well-won laurel in*
Canada, in China and the Crimea."

After the regiment was 'thrown back into column,
FitzGibbon noticed his captain in conversation with
Colonel IBrock, and on the men being dismissed he
received an order to present himself to the colonel.
The following conversation is too characteristic of the
two men to be omitted:

"Pray, young man," asked' the colon.,1. sternly,
"Why did you resign your office as sergeant when
on board the Elephani?"

"Because, sir, Colonel Hutchinson censured. me
publicly and in harsh language, when in reality I
was not to blame."

"Now, was it not to insult him you did so?"
"Positively, sir, such a thought did not occur t6 me.

I felt moitified to be so publicly rebuked, and, 'as it
happened, in the presence of two of the ship's officers
who had from time, to time treated me with more
than the attentiqn due from men in their position to
one in mine. Then, during the whole of the day after
J was so censured,-and- before Coknel Hutchinson
returned to the. ship, I felt that under such an angry
officer I inust be always liable to similar treatment,
and this consideration, more than any other, deter-
mined me to resign."

"Have you any objection to tell Colonel Iutehiison
sQfnow?"w



A SOLDIER'S OPINION.

"I have, no objection, sir, to tell the truth -atàn*y

time."
"Then J wish you to go at ohce to his quarters and

tell him so. He thinks your object was to'insult him-
by way of revenge."

jFitzGibbon.beyed. Colonel Hutchinson accepted
tI)k explhmation and went himnself to request-Colonel
Brock to reinstate the self-reduced private to his rank
as sergeant.

When sent for again, Colonel Brock told FitzGibbon
that it was in consequence of "'Colonel Hutchinson's
request that he was reinstated, and that there having

een no returns froln the regiment sent in during
their service in the Baltie, he had never been officially
reduced, and would receive his., pay as sergeant as
though nothing had.happpened.'" Before leaving the
colonels room the young soldier had something to
say. After thanking the colonel for his kindness he
asked permission to make an observation without
offence. The colonel nodded, " Go on."

"It is this, sir. I think that much harm is done to
the discipline of the regiment by censuring the non-
commissioned officers in the.presence of the men. It
lQwers them in the estimation of the privates,-and
wèakens their authority, besides the ill-feeling it
creàtes towards the officer, which a private rebuke
would most probably not create at all, but would
rather leave the non-commissioned officer grateful for
being spared -in public."
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CHAPTER IV.

N. the autumn of 1801, the regiment was moved
from Colchester to Chelmsford, and passed the
winter in peace and comfort.

FitzGibbon was pay-sergeant of the grenadier
company. He was not a good accountant, and when
making out his pay sheet for February, found himself
deficient to the amount of nearly £2. He was horror-
stricken at this discovery, knowing he had not ,ex-
pended it upon himself, yet dreading the consequences
A recent occurrence in the regiment, of a squad ser-
geant being tried and reduced to the ranks for the
deficiency of one shilling, roused his.fetks lest the
greater deficit should be punished with the lash, and
"he would take his own life rather than endure the,
degradation of stripping in the front of the regiment
to be flogged."

Under the pre+sure* of this fear, FifGibbon did
what in after years he said was "no doubt due to
my early reading of such romances as the 'History
of the White Knight,' of 'Parismus and Parismenus,'
TheSeven Champions of Christendom,' etc., j decided

upon applying to the Commander-in-Chief for pro-
tection.

"J asked for and. obtained a pass for three days to

goto London on pretended business. J walked up to.

11
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town, and found my way to' the Anchor and Vines
tavern, close to the Horse Guards, and though tired,
.at once wýôte a letter to the Duke of York, stating
thecase to him and praying of him to enable me to
replace the money so that my colonel might not
know of the deficiency; for, as J looked upon him
as the father of the regiment, I dreaded the forfeiture
of his good opinion more than any other consequence
which might follow.

"On the following morning, I gave my letter in at
the door to the orderly on duty. With an anxiety
I cannot·deseribe, I walked before that door till night
feil, then in despair returned to my. tavern. In the-
course of my romantic reading, I had learned how
many were the evil influences surrounding courts and
princes, and supposedmy letter had been withheld-
that probably such letters from people in humble cir-
cumstances were never presented to, great men. I
therefore wrote another letter, adveiting to the one
delivered at the office door, and again stating my case
as before.

"The second morning I took my stand at the door
before the hour of opening, and asked the sentry to
point out the Duke of York to me.

"The Duke; soor approached. -He was in plain
clothes and walking. I stepped up to him, saluted
him, and hel'l out the letter. He took it, looked at
me from head to foot, and passed in without speaking.

"Aftet the lapse of a few,'to me most. anxious,
minutes, I was çalled, shown into a waiting-room up-.

e'
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stairs and told that Colonel Brownrigg would see me.
He came in presently with my two letters in his
hand. He asked if I had written them. I answered,
' Yes.' Upon which he said, 'The Duke can do noth-
ing in this matter before referring to your colonel.'

'But it is to avoid that I have made this ap
tion.'

"'In all cases of this kind,' he replied, 'nothing can
be done before referring to the Commanding Officer.'
Then seeing my agitation, he added, 'The Duke is not
displeased with you. Return to your regiment and
you will not- be treated harshly.' I retired, and it
being too late in the day to return to Chelmsford, I
went back.to my tavern.

Never having been in a theatre, and learning that
I might go into' the gallery at Drury Lane at half
price, I went, and saw John emble and Mrs. Siddons
in the characters of Jaffier a d Belvidera. On leaving
the heated atmo ere the theatre I found it rain-
ing, and was pretty -well drenched before I reached
my room. This, following thexcitement of the two
previous days, brought on a'.ba feverish cold, and I
was unable to rite in the morning.

"As my leave expired that. day I wrote a note to
the agents of the regiment, Messrs. Ross and Ogilyy,

Voreport-myillress, adbgged of them to forward
it to' the regiment at Chelmsford. In the course of the
afternoon the servant came to my room and told me
iet two gentlemen were below desiring to see me.

"Startled at this announcement I desired them to
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be shown up, when to my dismay in walked the
colonel and another officer of my regiment.

"'Well, young man, what's the matter with you?'
"I told him, 'a cold.'
"'Weil,' he said, 'take care of yourself this night

and return to the regiment to morrow.' Adding,.' Per-
haps your money is all spent,' he laid a half guinea
on the tdble beside me with the words, 'there is
enough toôtake owome.'

"This kindness so affected me that J could hardly
say, 'If you knew what brought me here, you would
not be so kind to me.'

"'J know all about it. Get well and go back to the
regiment.

" It so happened that the colonel had come up to
town that morning, and was at the %gents' when my
note was received. He then went to the Commander-
in-Chief's where my letters were put into his hands,
when he came on to my room. Later in the evening
the colonel's servant came to see me. fHe was a
private servant, not a soldier, and a very intelligent
man.,

"'What's this that you've been doing at the Horse
Guards,' he began.

"'WhatJ would gladly conceal from'the world,' I
replied.

"'Well, I know something about it, for while
attending at table at the colonel's. brothers house
to-day, I overheard a good deal of what' the colonel
said of you to the company. It seems you have been-

I
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writing letters to the Duke of York about some
diffliculty you have got yourself into, and mentioned
the colonel in a way that pleased him and his brother.
He said that when the Duke gave him you'letters he
recommended you to him, saying that he (the Duke)
would not forget you. Then the colonel added, 'If
the Duke forgets him I will not.'"

Upon his 'return- to the regiment, FitzGibbon's.
accounts, were examined ànd an error of £1 15s.
erroneously entered against himself, discovered-his
limited knowledge of arithmetic and book-keeping
being accountable for the supposed deficiency.

The 49th, as.indeed all the regiments of the line,
were at that time in avery inferior state of.discipline
in regard to drill and field exercises. Sir John Moore's
new code ofdrill was being generally introduced, and
FitzGibbon's training under the drill-sergeant in Ire-
land, as well as his practical knowledge gained in the
yeomanry corps, was of great value to hlm and his
company.

In April, he was at Uxbridge recruiting from the
militia just then disbanded.

In. June, the 49th was sent to Quebec. FitzGibbon,
in order to take advantage of the long voyage and
comparative release from duty, ,to study, provided
himself with books upon military tacties and field
exercises. Lying in the boat which hung over the
stern of the vessel, he made himself master of every
detail contained in the "Rules and Regulations for
the Field Exercises of His Majesty's Forces."

1.1

50



BROCiC'S "" FAVORITE SERGEANT-MAJOR." 51

Such unusual application was not unnoticed by the
colonel, w e attention had been already-so favor-
ably dra. to the young sergeant, and upon arrival
in Quebec he sergeant-major was promoted to be
quartermaster-sergeant, and the sergeant-major's sash

given to FitzGibbon, over the heads of the forty older
sergeants in the regiment.

In September, 1803, Lieutenant Lewis resigned the
adjutancy but not the lieutenancy, and though.Coloiel
Brock recommended FitzGibbon for the vacant adju-
tancy,' there was no available lieutenaney for over
two years, and he could only act as adjutant until
1806, when Colonel Brock obtained àn ensign's
conmission for his "favorite sergeant-major," as
FitzGibbon was known in the regiment, from the
Duke of York, who hade not forgotten the lad and
his romantic application for his protection, and in
December of the same year he succeeded to the
adjutancy.

In September, 1802, his company was sent to
Montreal, and in the following sumWer moved on
to York.

During these first years in Canada, there are many
stories told of the -sergeant-major. Desertions from.
the regiments-stationed in (anada to the United
States were frequent, but it is recorded of Colonel
Brock<-That he only 1 one man during the three

years of his personal command. He owed this to.his
popularity and personal influence with his men, and
to the vigilance of his sergeant-major.
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FitzGibbon always protested against the use of the
"cat " for trifling offences, arguing that it degraded a
man not only in the eyes of his comrades but in his
own; that the sense of shame such punishment left
in a man's consciousness pointed invisible fingers, of
contempt at him and robbed him of the courage
necessary to face an enemy, as well as of the love for
his officers which would carry him to the cannon's
mouth with unflinching devotion.

The invariable kindness with which Lieut.-Colonel
Brock, although a 'strie cer in enforcing duty,
treated his men, was repaid by their devotion to him.
In several of hie letters he spea s of the ingenuity of
the inducements held out b the Americâns to the
privates in the regiments at he frontier to desert,
and of the necessity of great watchfulness on the part
of his officers to defeat them.

Soon after their arrival at York, the sergeant of
the.guard informed- the sergeant-major that three of
his men were missing, and that a boat had been taken
from a shed in charge of one of his sentries, who had
also disappeared. Although at midnight, FitzGibbon
reported the -circumstance to the colonel, who ordered
·him to man a bateau with a sergeant and twelve
privates.

The rolI was called in the barrack-rooms, when
three other men, as well as a corporal of -the .41st,
who had bèen left at York as an artificer, we.re found
to be missing.

At half-past twelve the colonel embarked, taking



A MIDNIGHT CHASE.

FitzGibbon with him. They steered direct for .Nia-
gara, thirty miles across the lake, and arrived soon
after daylight. The night was dark, but there was
littie wind, and though the passage had been made
before in an open boat, it was cnsidered a.venture-
some undertaking. Lieut.-General Hunter, who
commanded the troops in both provinces, is said to
have expressed his. displeasure at the colonel for so
rashly risking his life. The deserters were overtaken
and induced to return to their duty.

A short time after this adventure a very serious
mutiny was discovered at- Fort George, then garri-
soned by a detachment of the 49th, under the command
of Lieut.-Colonel Sheaffe, which, had it succeeded, had
certainly ended in the murder of that officer.

Although the day has long passed when such
tyrannical rule in an officer's hands would be toler-
ated, yet one cannot read the account of the treatment
the men suffered at the hands of this junior colonel
without a feeling 9f just indignatioù.

The four black holes in the fort were constantly
full. Flogging was the sentence awarded for even
trifling offences. The passing of a sentence so heavy
that it required to be inflictéd at two, three, and even
four differenti-periods; wh'n the victir m was incapable
of bearing the whole number at once, was not uncom-
mon. The " cat " was steeped in brine, before as well
as during the infliction of punishment, and the suffer-
ings of the men and their hatred of the tyrant may
be imagined. (See Appendix L.)
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Upon the discovery of the intended mutiny, the
officers in the garrison held a private meeting and
decided to send a secret message to Colonel Brock
before taking any public action.

Although not distinctly stated, the impression given
is that Colonel Sheaffe was not one of the officprs hold-
ing this meeting, nor was he cognizant of th message
sent to Colonel Brock. The feeling againshim was
so strong in the Upper Province that, later, it,as con-
sidered advisable to remove him to Lower Canada.

A schooner then in the river was despatched at once
to York. Colonel Brock hurried back in the same
schooner, .aking his devoted sergeant-major with
him. 'Upon arrival, the colonel requested that the
boat should be anchored below the town, where he
landed alone, leaving FitzGibbon behind, with orders
not·to appear until sent for.

Colonel Brock's prompt action in personally arrest-
ing the principal mutineer, and by the force 'of his
commanding presence and influence over the men
making each one of tjem in turn arrest his fellow-
conspirator, is one o1 the most dramatic instances'of
a military command anywhere recorded.

from Brock's letters we know how terribly he
must have regretted that any of his regiment-had

Tf>een under another's command, when at the trial and
conviction of the ring-leaders in. this unfortunate
mutiny, they reiterated their assertion that "had they
continued under the command of Colonel Brock they
would have escaped tlieir melancholy end."
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Lieut.-General Hunter, then in' Queb*e, ordered
that the delinquents should be tried in that garrison,
and thither they were sent in September.

FitzGibbon was sent with them. In a letter froi
Colonel. Brock (now in the Canadian Archives), in.
reference to this court-martial, he says:

"After what J have stated, the general may think
proper to give directions to Colonel Mann to keep
Sergeant Fern and Private Gagnes and the-rest of the
witnesses at Quebec during the winter, but J entreat
His Excellency's permission for Sergeant-Major Fitz-
Gibbon and Sergeant Steans being per itted to join
me without delay, which I imagine th will be able
to accomplish if allowed to depart the 'nstant it.is
found their presence is of no further us. Being by
themselves they will be able to travel infinite more
expeditiously."

Colonel Brock had bûen ordered to assume' the
command at Fort George, and the desertions ceased.
He allowed the men greater latitude, permitting them
to fish in their fatigue dresses, and in proper uniforin
to visit the town of Niagara freely, and even to use
their muskets to .shoot 'the countless wild fowl, on con-
dition that they provided their own powder andshot.

n June, 1804, Lieut.-Colonel Brock, with a detach-
ment of the 49th, removed- to Kingston, and in the
September following, to Amherstburg.

Colonel Brock was appointed to the command at
Quebec in October, 1804, and it is probable that Fitz-
Gibbon went to Quebec with him, 'but we have no

I
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letters or positive mention of him or where hé was
stationuduntil the summer of 1806, when he was in
Quebec.

In the autumn of 1805, Colonel Brock returned to
England on leave, and before his return to Canada in
the summer of 1806, he laid before the Commander-
in-Chief a scheme for the formation of a veteran
Tjattalion for service' in the Canadas, in which Fitz-
Gibbon was much interested;. and as .his ensign's
commission was .given him at this date, it is not
unlikely, nor out of accordance with Colonel Brock's
well-known character for generosity; that -he gave his
favorite full credit for all the information he had
gathered for him of the. feeling among the soldiers
and the inducements offered to them to desert, both
by the Americans across the international boundary
line and the settlers in Canada who had taken
advantage of the free grants of land and were now
prosperous farmers.

FitzGibbon. always said he owed everything to
Colonel Brock. He lent him books, had him with
him at every opportunity, encouraged him iii the
effort to improve and educate himself, not only in
every branch of his profession, but in all that was
either of worth or likely to be of practical use to him

-as -agentleman orin any position ie was ever Iikely
to filat home or in the .colony. FitzGibbon called
the orderly room of the 49th his grammar school, and
the mess-room his university, Lieutenants Stratton,
Brackenbury and Loring Ìii tutors,

bqS; . hi
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When in Quebec he often wrote to Colonel Brock's
dictation, learning much of the correct pronunciation
of words hitherto unknown to him, through the
colonel's corrections.

Upon one occasion, at Quebec, in 1805,. Colonel,ý
Brock asked the sergeant-major why he had not done
something he had ordered. FitzGibbon replied' that
he had found it impossible to do it.

By the Lord lHarry, sir, do not. tell me it is
imposible," eried the colonel; "nothing should be
impossible to a soldier. The word impossible should
not bé found in a soldier's dictionary."

Two years afterwards, in October, 1807, when fitz-
Gibbon was an ensign, Colonel Brock ordered him~to
take'a fatigue party to the bateau guard, and bring
round to the low'er town twenty bateaux, in which to
embark troops suddenly for Môntreal,. fears being
entertained that the Americans .were about to invade

'the* province in consequence of the affair between the
Leopard and the G4esapeake.

On reaching the bateaux the party discovefed that
the tide had left them, and about two hundred yards
of deep, tenacious mud intervened between them and
the water. It appeared to FitzGibbon impossible-te
drag the large% heavylat-boats through such mud,
and he had given the word, "To the right fa hen
it occurred to hiin that in answer to such a report the.
colonel would ask, "Did you'try it, sir?," He there-
fore gave the word, "Front," and said to his men,
"J think it impossible for us to put these ateau

4
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afloat, but you know it'"will nôt do to tell the colonel
so, unless we try it. -Let us try-there ard the boats.
I am sure if it is possible for men tô put them afloat,
you will do it; go at them."

In half an hour the boats were in the water. The
troops were thus enabled to embark a day earlier
than if the order had not been carried out.

It was in this year, 1807, that the first suggestion.
was made by Lieut.-Colonel 'John' McDonell, late of
the Royal Canadian Volunteers, for raising a corps
among the Scotch settlers .of Glengarry, -Upper

'Canada, but it was not accepted by the Horse Guards
or any steps taken to carry it out until it was revived
by Colonel.Gore in 1811.

In a letter of this latter date from Colonel Baynes
to Major-General Brock, a Captain George McDonell

*is spoken of as being appointed'to attempt the forma-
tion of -a corps from among the settlers -of Glengarry.
In a postscript endorsed "private," Sir George Pre-
vost's intention of filling up tlie new corps with as
many officers of the line as he could, lnd with per-
manent rank, is aúnounced.*

t is'interesting to note. this, as we shall hear a
rat deal more of these, Glengarry Fencibles before

the close of our biography.
The year 1807 was spent.in Quebec. The following

spring he regiment was moved to Montreal. In
September, the côlonel4 now Brigadier Brock, was

* lupper's " Life and Correspondence of Sir Isaac Brock."

n2 * *
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given the coiimmand at Quebec, fron whence writing to
his brothers, lie regrets being separated from the 49th.

Were the 49th ordered hence, the rank would not
be a sufficient inducement to keep me in this country.
In such a case I would throw it up willingly."*

He was succeeded in the comnand at Montreal by
Major-General Drummond.

Owing to the unfortunate destruction of the books
of the 49th, at the evaCuation of Fort George, in
May, 1813, it is very difficult to ascertain where the
various companies were stationed, and, to 'the ever to
be regretted destruction of a quantity of privàte letters
and papers forinerly belonging to FitzGibbon,"by an
ignorant autograph collector, we are deprived of much-
valuable and interesting information of this period.
- Several companies of the 49th,1under Major Plender-
leath, were stationed at Three Rivers, oi the St. Law-
rence below Quebec, from 1809 to 1811. FitzGibbon
was probably with their detachment, as from incidents-
in his later life it appears that this officer must have
been closely:connected with him in the regiment

Major IPlenderleath certainly valued FitzGibbon's
friendship highly, and showed his affection for him·
and his in à substantial mannér. Among the papers

met wth.in my researches I found a deed of gift:for
100 acres of laid given to FitzGibbon's only·daughter
by his old brother officer and. fiend. I am notaware
who now holds this property, or* whether this. deed
has been sought complete the validity of the title.

* Tupper's "Life and Correspondence of Sir Isaac Brock."
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In September, 1811, the 49th was again in Montreal.
Recruiting for the Glengarry Fencibles was in-active
operation in April, 1812. Lieut. Shaw, the acting pay-
master of the 49th, was ordered upon that duty.

FitzGibbon wrote to Colonel Brock in July, 1812,
with reference to a company being given to him in
the new regiment, and received the following auto--
graph reply:

s. " YORK, July 29th.

"DEAR SIR,-- lament that you should so long
have been impressed with the idea that 1 possessed
the means of being serviceable to you. I had séarcely.
heard of Mr. Johnson's having declined a company in
the Glengarry (which would have given me the
nomination), but I received an account of his being
reinstated. J consequently thought no more of the
business, thinking that officer was enjoying the fruits
of lis good fortune. 'JI know not positively whether
Mr. Johnson is reinstated, but being under obligations
to promote his views, I cannot possibly interfere to his
prejudiée. J rather wonder you did not know that
Lieut. Lamont had long ago my promise of nomi-
nating him to the company, provided it became vacant,
which, of course, would have precluded my applica-
tion in your behalf. Although you· must be sensible
ôf the impossibility of my taking any steps to for-
ward your views in the present case, yet, be assured,
I shall always el happyin any opportunity that
may offer:to do -you service.

"To a person unaccustomed to my writing I scarcely
woùld hazard sending this scrawl.

I am-, dear sir,
"Yours faithfully,

"IsAAc BRocK.
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"J should like to be among the 49th at this moment.
Sam satisfied they will support and even add to their
former fame. They have -my very best wishes. The
41st are behaving nobly at Amherstburg."

In the fac-simile of' this letter from General Brock
it will be noticed that the year is omitted in the
date, but from the context and. from reference to
other correspondence now in the Canadian Archives
at Ottawa, relative to Lieut. Johnson (a gentleman
who apparently could not deede in whieh regiment
he preferred to hold a commis§ion, the Glengarry or

-the Canadian Fencibles), there is no doubt that the
letter was written in 1812

Owing to the fact that there are very few letters
from·Brock extant, and those in the keeping of thé
Archives, the original of this one is a valuable relie.
Written on both sides of a single sheet, the paper
yellow ;frm age, and many of the characters indis-
tinct, it was difficult- to reproduce it faithfully.

The following letter bears an- earlier date than
General Brock's, and needs no explanation:

"MONTREAL, May 16th, 1812.
"SIR,-I beg you will be pleased to obtain for

me His Majesty's permission to resign my commission,
of adjutant only, in the 49th regiment.

" It is incumbent upon me to state my reasons for
wishing to Tesign the adjutancy, I therefore detail
then. , Before I entered the àrmy the circumstaices
of my parents.prevented my obtaining such an educa-
tion as to qualify me to discharge the duties of an
ôfficer in His Majesty's service, Whatever know-

'h
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A VETERAN OF 1812.

ledge J possess, I have acquired since I entered it.
I trust that I .have so far succeeded as to have
rendered myself, at least as a. regimental officer, re-
spectable. At this point J do not wish to stop.: to
personal exertions J look principally for further suc-
cess in the army, -and by qualifying myself to hold
the higher and more important stations, J shall have
the best prospect of arriving at them, and of be-
coming most useful to my king and country, in whose
service I have been already so liberally rewarded.

"The duties attached to my present station employ
me so as to leave no spare time. I arm anxious to
study and become proficient in the languages, mathe-
maties, military drawing, etc., so as to qualify myself
to discharge, with honor to myself, the duties of anysituation to which J may hereafter have the good
fortune to be called.

"I have the honor to be, sir,
"Your most obedient, humble servant,

"(Signed) JAMEs FiTzGIBBON,
" Lieut. and Adjt. 49th Regiment.

To COLONEL VINCENT,
"Commanding 49th Regqinent.

"A true copy.
' NoA FREER,

"Military Secretary."

This letter was forwarded to the Commnandel of the
Forçes in Canua, with aïletter from.n Colonel Vincent

- saliiting appratienof itspetition an&requesting
permission to recommend Sergeant-Major Stean for
the adjutancy if FitzGibbqn's resignation s accepted.

We can, however, find no further record dr entry
of any reply- to either letter.

1.2
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UP THE ST. LAWRENCE tY BAITEAUX. 6â

CHAPTER' V.

N January, 1812, immediately after the. declar-
ation of war by the United States against Great
Britain and her colonies, e find FitzGibbon

again addressing his colonel and alying for leave
to resign the adjutancy, in order that he may be given
the command of on com nies of the 49th,
whose captain wa absent on le ve. This request
was granted at once. A wèek a r FitzGibbon was
placed in the desired command ir George'Prevost
and sent with his company to escort the first brigade
of bateaux from Montreal to Kingston.

In these days of steamboats and canals, when
heavily laden barges are towed in safety up our great
water.highway, passing the rapids.by the canals, the
difficultiêi of conveying the clumsily, built, heavy
bateaux and their freight up the south -bank of the
river, avoiding the .rapids on the one hand and the
enemy on the other, can scarcely bé realized. From
St. Regis upwards they were obliged to keep close to
theshore and were&xposedto an esem attack a
any moment.

*Why they hugged the south shore instead of fol-
lowing thé northern bank of the river does not appear.
FitzGibbon says distinctly thaL for more than a hun-
dred miles the American shore was close on their left.
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Possiby the-north channel was not well known to
the boatmen as the south, or it might be that Fitz-
Gibbon, adhering to the very original idea formed on
the sand-hills of * Holland, that the safest place was
close to the enemy, took that route in preference to
the other. If so, the result proved its value.

FitzGibbon's enthûisiasm, his readiness of resource,
his willingness to take his share of work with his
men, while the same time preserving his authority
over them, was long remembered.

A white-haired old man (the late M. Le Lievre,
of Three Rivers), wh-en speaking of this expedition
to the writer in 1873, recalled the particulars ~with
vivid in'terest: "I can remember that journey well,
although I was only a very young lad at the tine.
FitzGibbon was .a fine man, and a' splendid soldier.
The men adored him, although he was strict. His
word was law, and they had such faith in him that-I
believe.if he had told any one of thém to jump into
the river, he would have been obeyed. He always
knew what he was about, and his men knew it, and
had full confidence in him."

The Americans,. learning. that the bateaux were
coming up the St. Lawrence, fitted out an expedition

_ at Ogdensburg to interceptthem. They landed oin
Toussaint's Island, but through the timely warning

given by a man who escaped from the island and
roused the militia on the Canadian shore, the boats
were prepared to receive them. When the Americans
made the attack they met with such a warm reception.
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that they were obliged to abandon one heir boats,
and in spite of the fact that they brought the fire
from their gunboat to bear .upon the bateaux, and
obliged them to move out of range, their own loss
was so severe that they were forced to retreat. (Ap-
pendix IV.>

The bateaux reached Kinston without further
molestation. Owing to the los of the papers already
referred to, it is impossible to . sce'tain with accuracy
where FitzGibbon was statione1. during the next four
months. Whether with that rtion of the regiment
stationed at York, or at Fort Erie, or with the four
companies left at Kingston, or whether he was with
Brock at, Queenston Heights, we have no document-
ary evidence, no written record, to guide us.

In January, 1813, FitzGibbon was sent from Kings-
ton in charge of fo y-five- sleighs containing military
stores for Niagar. This was an extremely arduous
undertaking, the difficulties of overcoming bad roads,
snowstorms, and the bitter cold of a Canadianwinter,
being scarcely less than those which beset the river
highway from Montreal. A yoiding the trackless
forest and the softer snoW<Mneath the trees, the
sleighs were obliged to follow'the shores of the Bay
ofQuinte, an affer crossing the narrow stretch of
land between Prince Edward iounty and the main-
la.nd, known as the. "Carrying Place," and along the
low shores. of Brighton Bay, to face the wide sweep
of wind over Lake Ontario to Yrk.

_Upon his arrival at Niagara, he wasetached with
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his company and sent to the shores of Lake Erie, to
the most distant post on the right of the army on the
Niagara frontier. The lake was frozen completely
over fr shore, to shore, and thus formed a firm
bridge upo which it was expected the enemy would
cross. FitzGibbon was set to watch and prevent this;

When the iceèbroke up -in April, he was withdrawn
to the Niagara Riyer, and'posted at Frenchman's
Creek. It was from this post that FitzGibbon made
one of .the daring rgs for wliich he was afterwards
so well known. Seeing a party of the enemy on one
of the islands in the river at sunset on the 6th of
April, he crossed in a bateau with twelve men,
succeeded in reaching the island unobserved, and sur-
prising the party, took them prisonei\ and brought
them back with their own boat.

That FitzGibbon was frequently emplôyed in con-
veying despatches from the frontier to headquarters
at Kingston, we know, but we have no detailed record
of each occasion upon which this duty was entrusted
to him. His intimate knowledge "of the roads, his
expeditious promptitude and rapid movements, as
well as the fact of his hav'íng- bei at so many dif-
ferent places, while that part of the 49th to which
he of right belonged remainéd at one post, makes
~Tismore probaBIe.

He was with his regiment on the Niagara frontier
on April the 6th, w'hen the raid on StrawberIy Jsland
wâs perpetrated. He was at.York when that post
was attacked by the Americans under Chauncey and

6 J
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Dearborn, and<back again at Fort George when it
was taken-by them on May 27th.

There is 'no official, record extant of the strength
of the force that, -af.ter the gallant. defence of Fort
George, retreated to Burlington Heights.

The situation was critical. ' The recent bombard-
ment of York and its evacuation by its chief magis-,
trates and officials; the presence of the American
fleet under Chauncey a fleet capable of commanding
every port on the lakes and in actual possession of
the Niagara frontier shores; Fort George. taken and
occupied by the enemy; the British force, hara;ssed'
and wearied by previous patrol duties, followed by.
defeat, and furtherweakened -by the permission which
almost amounted to an order' given to the militia to
return to their own homes.

The American force, 3,550 strong, flushed with
victory, following up the retreat of the defeated
and well-nigh disheartened British army, made the
-prospect - appear gloomy, indeed.. Nothing b' the
entire.evacuation, of thie western peninsula seeIed
possible. t Against less. odds York had been ideserted.
There seemed nothing for. it but to destroy all the
stores that could. not be carried away, evacuate the

eighits, and e 'cp to Kingstn, leaving the land to
th enemy. Fortiunately for Canada there were a
few untless spirits to whom the words "defeat"
and" ret at" required xany .letters to spell-enough
of the ignor ce of " when they were beaten" left in
the British ran to sus sin them.
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Collecting all the women and children in the fort
on the Heights, and levelling all the fences on the
deserted farms' on the plains below, the Britsh pre-
pared to make a last stand against the enemy.

Tidings being brought to the camp of the approach
of the -Ameri'can army, Lieut. Crowther, with a small
party, was. sent out, to reconnoitre, and if possible,
check the adtvance.

Upon reaching Red Hill, a scout brought him word
'that the enemy were close on the other side of the
Big Creek. This information prompted the idea of
attempting to surprise and capture the whole force.
Concealing his party in ,the bush, the lieutenant
watched the .enemy approach in evident ignorance of
the proximity of any ambushed foe. •

Al seemed to favor. the successful issue of his
strategem, when the excitable Irish temperament de-
feated it. The Americans were scarcely within-range
when one of the 49th, forgetful of orders, fired. h
eüemy started, broke for shelter, and the lieutenant
seeing ail was up, fired a full volley to hurry them
before withdrawing his party.

Ascertaining that the main body of the enemy were
preparing. to encamp at Stony Creek, he returned to
the Heights, and reported to General Vincent.

twawnQwwVibîBBo turn. rom1isknow
ledge of the ground and the enemy's behaviour under

sudden attack, of how the unsteadiness of the few

* Thé Batle of Stony.Creek. E. B. Biggar, Canqdian Magaz»ie,
July, 1893.
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affected the steadiness of the many, FitzGibbon felt
confident that a night attack- might be made with,
success. Colonel Harvey was in favor of attempting
it, and FitzGibbon volunteered to learn the' exaet
position and disposition of .the enemy's forces, and
personally obtain all the knowledge necessary.

Disguising himself as a settler, he took a basket
ofof butter on his arm, a went boldly into the

erican camp.
liere is no- doubt whatever that he inade himself

very entertaining to the .soldiers, to whom he.sold all
his butter, getting the best price for it, or that the
purchasers believed they were obtaining much valu-
able- information of the position, panic and numerical
inferiority of the &itish 'troops now fleeing before
their victorious arms. The- disguise tWas so complete,
the vendor of butter so simple, that .he was ~alowed
to traverse the entire camp,. and -gain considerably
more information than he 'appeared.to give.

FitzGibbon returned more than ever convinced that
if General Vincent would consent to a night attack
it would-be successful.

He reporte- the 'enemy c.anped on }Mr. James
Gage8s-4em, où the easterly bank of a rivulet just
west of-theStony Creek, which ranthrougla
shallow valley some two hundred yards wide,.with
steep. ,banks twelve or. fifteen f eet high, their guns
plantéd on the edge of-'the bankas -on a parapet
overlooking the flat.- . The- infantry .were encamped

ehind them in an orchard on the north and in th.

1- e 1.
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fields on the south of the road, while Generals Winder
and Chandler had possession of M\ r. Gage's house as
their headquarters. The luckless advance guard was
posted in the meeting-house on the. west side of the
flat, a quarter of .a mile from the camp."*

Upon FitzGibbon's report being received, an anxious
couñcil of war was held, and Colonel Harvey pro-
posed a night attack, being made. It was the only
chance, the forlorn hope. The înen had but ninety
rounds of ammunition remaining. Sail had been seen
on the lake. If tiine were allowed thein to effect a

junction with the land force, disastrous, precipitate
retreat or annihilation was inevitable. The proposal
was accepted, and Colonel Harrvey given the command.

Five ompanies of the 8th under Major Ogilvy,
and five of the 49th under Major Plenderleath, with an

unreco-ded number of militia and other corps.then in
the camp-in all, a handful of seven. hundred and.
four rank and file-set out in the silent suinmer
night to strNe what, every soldier ·thought migiht be
a last blow for thé . tish flag on that fâ1ŸCana-
dian frontier.

Ascertaining that every mu'sket was émpty, even
the flints riemoved, that no excitable Irishman might
again betray their proximnityÉHarveyvgave the' order
to march.

Three hours passed. No ound broke the silence, no
report of cannon carried tidings to the anxious hearts

* J. H. Land in Report of the Wentworth Historical Society.
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STONY ÇeREEK. 71

upon the Hga ile, the troops had crept'
across the plains. 'Uponre ching the scene-of Lieut.
Crowther's ambuscade the ýnen werê halted1, and the
various posts of attack or igilance assigned to the
different officers.

Stealing from the cover, the enemy's advance pick-
ets were bayoneted in silence ere the challenge
had well passed their lips, and deploying into line the
attacking force marched- up the steep bank of the
valley to the very mouth of the cannon, every man
knowing that any moment they might roar forth
wholesale destruction down the ranks.

FitzGibbon was one of the first men toô reach the
summit of the bank, at the moment that the first
volley of the American musketriroused the sleeping
gunners, who, springing to theireet, fired -the guns
just where they stôod.

Heedless of the death-dealing shot, the 49th
charged, and carrying the guns at the'point of the
bayonet, turned them upon the" now flying enémy.
The camp was taken whole regiments fired- but once
and fled, leaving their dèad-4W'e buried by thei1i
enemies. The two American generals, Çhandler and
Winder, were eaptured by th British, together with
seven- other officers-d- akand-fd. The
retreat of the front ranks carried 'paic with it to
the rear; the ships; instead of -supporting th land
force; served only as e means of escape to the flying
soldiers, and oneof the most brilliant victories of
the campaign was on by-the. British-a, victory that
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more than compensated their arms for the loss of
York and Fort George.

FitzGibbon always said in reference to this battle,
that if the victory had been .followed by immediate
pursuit of the retreating Americans, Fort George·
might have been recovered without much, if any,
lôss. The advance, however, only reached Forty Mile
Creek two days later.

This suggested to ]FitzGibbon the idea that he -

might do good work if he had a few men under his
immediate commnand,-detached for skirmishing duty
in advance.

To decide upon a line of conduct and to act was
one with the soldier. He lost no time in appljýng to
Lieut.-Colonel Harvey, then, Deputy Adjutant-General.

To his intense satisfactions his request was received
by Lieut.-Colonel Harvey with the words, "Most
'cheerfully. I have been^ looki4 for an officerlI could
send in the advance, and did not think of(you. Come
to me in an hour ith written details o your pro-
jected plan of operation , d I will proose you to
the,general.

The general's consent obtained, the next difficulty
was to select men. Had all who volunteered and
wished to go with hii been accepted, hewoukldhave-
had nearly the iyhole regiment. But -the number was
I'imited tal fif ty.

We all wanted to go," writes an old 49th man, in
1862. " We knew there would be good work, fighting
and success wherever FitzGibbo d, -for thoug

72
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impulsive he was prompt, and as brave as a lion.
Thougl apparently foolhardy, every inan in the regi-
ment knew that he knew what he was about, and
forgot nothing."

During the day, FitzGibbon made up the company's
accounts and transferred them to another officer;
selected his men from the several companies himself;
purchased a sufficient quantity' of fustian to make
shell-jackets, in order'that he might be able to show
fifty red-coats at one .point and iifty grey-coats at
another,.and three cow-bells to be used as signals in
the woôds, where the bugle, whistle or even words of
conmmand might serve only to betray their where-
abouts to the enemy.

The 49th had long ere this date won for themselves
thé sobriquet of the "Green Tigers " from. the enemy,
the name being suggested by the color of'the facing
of their tunies and the fierceness of their fighting.
Detachments of. this regiment were generallysent to
the front of every engagement. Batteries and guns,
whose fire was proving disastrous to the advance or
retreat of the British, had been stormed and carried
by small handfuls of men from the regiment, and
their appearance was now almost sufficient to ensure

ryand certainly carried fear into the ranks of
the enemy.

FitzGibbon 's little band well sustained'the character
of the regiment. He knew each ône of the men and of
what they were eapable; knew that hisfaith.in them
was retueied fourfold in,their devotion to him, and

I I
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in that esprit de corps so essential to the successful
career of soldier or regiment.

With Ensign Winder and forty-eight rank and
file, he· successfully interrupted the communication
between Fort Erie and Fort George, then in the hands
of the enemy, and pursued and well-nigh captured
a marauding troop of licensed freebooters under 'a
Captain Chapin, whose warfare had been principally -

directed against defenceless farms, his men burning
and destroying barns and farm produce, terrifying the
women and children, and making prisoners of the°few
laborers they found in charge.

By dividing his company into three parties, and
sending them by different pathways and tracks
through the woods and ravines, FitlGibbon was able
to coyer a larger area and give the impression that
he had a greater number of men under his command
than had he kept them all together. A code of sig-
nals was arranged by which they. could communicate
with each other, and, though separated, be able to act
in concert.

Each band must have had many tales to tell of,
narrow escape and adventure during those days of
successful hunting of the enemy. Once when Fitz-
Gibbon and two of his men were crossing from une
rendezvous to another, they were nearly captured by

a party of ten or twelve Americans. It.being ifrpos-
sible to retreat unseen, they concealed themselves
under an overhanging bank of earth, from which a
luxuriant growth of wild vines formed a screen, and
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,waited. Listening intently, FitzGibbon made signs
to his men iot to move, and, turning, crept cautiously
along close to the bank to where he knew there was
a deep hole or cave. A great tree had fallen and
partially barred the entrance; resting his hands on
the trunk, he raised himself and dropped lightly on
the other side, not, however, without having caught
a momentary glimpse of the enemy. The path, they
had followed had come to an abrupt ·end on the top
of the rise; they were evidently uncerta^n of, their
locality and had halted to consider, undecided whether
to return by the way they had come or to break a
fresh track and advance. FitzGibbon crawled along
until he was within a.-few yards of below where they
stood. Pausing a moment to recover his breath, he
uttered a succession of Irish yells and Indian war
cries, which, reverberating from side to side of the
cave, startled and struck terror to sthe hearts of the
enemy above. Believing thenselves surrounded by
ambushed Indians, they de.cided tha.t there was but
one path and took it, not stopping to look behind
them. FitzGibbon retu-rned to his men; and they
went their way without further encounter with the
enemy that day.

On the 21st, FitzGibbon, by a judicious disposal of
his men through the woods and destroying the bridge
over the Chippewa by removing the planks, had
Chapin's whole troop in a corner, and would have
captured them had not 150 infantry coming from'
Fort Erie been entrapped at the same time., The

A BOLD STRATAGEM. 75
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combined force so far outnumbered FitzGibbon's that
he deemed it advisable to draw %pf his men and let
the United States infantry escort their own cavalry
back to Fort George.

Later on the same day, when entering a village
through which the enemy had just passed, FitzGibbon
sawV a dragoon's horse at he door of a tavern, and,
hôpIng to surprise and capture the rider in order that
he might obtain information of the enemy's imove-
ments and intentions, he advanced.

When within a few paces of the door, an infantry
man came out and presented his musket. FitzGibbon,
having his grey fustian jacket on over his uniforni,
still advanced, saying quietly, " Stop, my friend, don't
fire." The musket dropped to the charge, while Fitz-
Gibbon went on, " I advise you to go away quickly
as there are British soldiers in the barn over there."
Then, being within reach, he sprang forward, seized
the man's musket and ordered him to surrender. In-
stead of obeying, the man held on firmly. The sound
of voices attracted the dragoon, who, issuing from the
door, pointed his piece at FitzGibbon's shoulder.
Lithe as a cat and of great muscular strength, Fitz-
Gibbon turned,-and still retaining his hold upon the
infantry man's musket with his right hand, he caught
the one pointed at his shoulder with his left, and
'brought it to the front beside the other. The man
pulled but FitzGibbon held fast. Finding he was too
strong for them, the dragoon drew FitzGibbon's own
$wQrd with his left hand, and attempted to eut him

i. ~
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over the head with it, but failed. He then grasped
it as a dagger and tried to stab him. But there was
help near. As he raised his arm to strike, FitzGib-
bon saw two small hands seize it from behind, grasp
the wrist, and thesword was wrenched from his hold
*by a woman. An old man coming up at the moment,
the two Americans were made prisoners, and carried
off from within hearing of their own detachment, had
it occurred to them to call out.

It may be interesting to add that at the close of
the war, in 1816 FitzGibbon obtained from the
Gôvernment a grant of 400 acres of land for the
w.Jman's husband, as a reward for her assistance, and
iii 1837 when her son, who had joined the rebels, was
taken prisoner, and tried, and would have suffered
the penalty of death, FitzGibbon, in consideration of
certain circumstances which came out in the investi-
gation, obtained a full pardon for the lad froM-Sir
George Arthur*

On the 24th of June occurred an incident which
has been more or less correctly described, both in
poetry and prose, at various times, more than once
being spoken of as" the.most brilliant episode of the
war," that knowy as the "affair " or battle of Beaver
Dam ,We have two accounts of it, one written at
the ti'i by a correspondent of the Montreal Gazette,

-iand published in the columns of the issue of that paper
of July 6th, 1g13, and one written by FitzGibbon in

* An account of his case was published in. the London Times, in
August, 1839.
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later years for the informati n of his grandchildren.
(The former will be found i Appendix V.).

Tupper also publishes account in his " Life and
Correspondence of Sir I ac Brock," which, in a foot-.
note, lie says is abridged from The Soldier's Com-
panion or Recorder. It lias also been ably dramatized
by Mrs. Curzon, a well-known Canadian authoress of
the present day.

To tell the story fairly, I must, although reluctant
to load this biography with details belonging more
eaclusively to the history of the campaign and the.
country, endeavor to sketch briefly the condition of
affairs upon the frontier at that time.

We must recall the evacuation of Fort George by
the British-or its capture by the Americans, to put it
either way-followed by the battle of Stony Creek,
the pursuit of the retreqting Americans, and the
desultory warfare cair-ied on between the rival armies
along the frontier. This sort of guerilla warfare
between, not only the regulars, but the volunteer
companis and'aggling bands of Indians as well,
had resulte n nothing decisive.

After their defeat at Stony Creek, and their preci-

rpitate retreat from the Forty Mile Creek, the Amen-
can army were unable to undertake any -offensive
measures. Their communication between Forts Erie,
Niagara and George were cut off by FitzGibbon and
his handful of the 49th men, now more dreaded than
ever as " FitzGibbon's .Green' s."

FitzGibbon had chosen De, ou's house a his head-
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b
quarters, a choice which evinced an intimate know-
ledge of thé locality as Well as considerable strategic
ability. The position gave him the command of four
roads 1-fo Queenston via St. David's, to St, Catharines
and t e ake, to Colonel Bisshopp's station, and to that
inost i portant post, Burlington Heights. The accom-
panying map does not give the last mentioned road,

,but as FitzGibbon speaks of it as the chief object of
the American attack, and the later local maps place
the road to Burlington at right angles from'that to St.
Catharines, it is reasonable to suppose it was.there.

Personal terror of the Indians was exèited iî th9

minds and imagination of the American soldiei's by
the wild tales of their cruelties to prisoners told by
the settlers on whose .lands they were quartered.
The hatred of the latter for these intruders was in-
creased by the brutalities perpetrated by Chapin and
his men, and their' love and admiration, for Fitz-
Gibbon was raised almost to -héro-worship by his
daring and success in checking the progress and in-,
terrupting the coiûmunication between The enemy's
posts.

Thise check was not satisfactory to the -Americans.
Complaints .being made by the authorities'at Wash-
ington of the sluggishness of. the generals in command,
orders were issued at headquarters that, at all hazard,
an effort must be made to dislodge or capture this
irrepressible soldier; batter down De Cou's house, and,

by securing the road to Burlington Heights, open the

BEAVER DAM.
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way to a successful attack upon that key to the
position.

The plan mentioned in the following lett-er to Fitz-
Gibbon fvom William Kerr, the Chief .of the Indians
at Beaver Dam, and Brant's son-in-law, has, J regret
to say, been lost, and though every effort has been
made, both by myself and others interested in the
records of our counti-y, we have not :been successful
in recovering it:

"WELLINGTON SQUARE, June 4th, 1842.
MYDEAR FITZ,-This is the birthday of our good

od King George IV., which is still celebrated by the
militia of the country in Canada West.

"I wish you to get some good hand to sketch the
accompanying little plan of the country about the
Beaver Dam-that is, to copy it, and at the same time
point outany inaccuracies you may meet with, both in.
the plan and account of the morning's work. The plan
of the country I did a few days after the battle-and
the account of that morning's work you can add to, or
make alterations. But you must keep, or se to me,
the original plan and account of the batte, as, you
observe, it May be pleasing some thirty or forty years
thence to look or talk over the same, when we nde to
Owen Sound on the railroad. Mrs. Kerr is quite well.

"Thitie,
" WILLIAM J. KERR.

"JAs. FITzGIBBON, EsQ."

Burlington Heights in the possession of the Amer-
icans meant the probable occupation and possible

subjugation of the entire peninsula. (See map, p. 79.)

Il-

a a



.**

4

4

k,.



h t.

LAURA SECORD.

From Lossing's " Field-Book of the War'of 1812."e-Copyright, 1868, by
Harper & Brothers.
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The duty.of striking a preparatory blow, ,this sur-
prise and capture of FitzGibbon, was. entrusted to
Lieut.-Colonel Boerstler and a force of upwards of
five hundred men.

The natural confidence of success which the com-
parative strength of the two fôrces gave the Ameri-
cans was eventually the cause of their defeat. At
the Beaver Dam, some of the junior- officers with
Lieut.-Colonel Bœrstler were overheard discussing
his plans, and a woman undertook the, difflcult task
of attenipting to -reach and wârn FitzGibbon.

The story of Laura Secord, her loyalty, bravery,
and perseverance under -great difficulties, has been-
told more than·bnce, yet I must repeat it once again.
James Secord, formerly an officer in the Lincoln miliýtia,
had been wounded at Queenston Heights. Too crip-
pled for further service, he had settled on a grant of
land in the Niagara district, in that part of the.
peninsula at the t'me in the hands of the Americans.
A. couple of their officers coming-into Secord's house
to demand food, had stayed long enough, and talked
loud enough, to allow his young wife to learn the
danger .threatening FitzGibbon and his handful of.
brave men. .. Her husband was incapable by reason
of his lameness, but she could be fleet of -foot and
sti-ong in purpose. Fronthe moment she obtained
her husband's consent to go; par7til she reached Fitz-
Gibbon, her courage never failed.

Putting everything in order, even setting the
breakfaste table ready, tlath the appearance of her
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presence might deceive any chance 'visitor . to the
house, and learning the particulars of the best route
to follow, so as to avoid the enemy's pickets as much
as possible, she set out at the earliest peep of dawn.
Clad only in a short flannel skirt and cotton jacket,
without shoes or stockings, her milking stool in.one
hand, her pail in the other, she droye one of the cows
close to the American lines. While ostensibly making
every. effort to stay the animal's progress, .she at
the same -time gave it a sly prod to keep it moving.
Accosted by the picket,.who questioned her anxiety
to milk the cow so early, and chaffed her. for 'her
appaient· inability to overtake ~it, laughing at her
fruitless efforts to bring the creature-to:a stand, Laura
merely grumbled at it for being "-contrary." The

scantiness of the woman's clothing, and her well-
simulated wrath at the animal's antics, quite deceived
the man, who. let her pass without further protest.

The moment she was out of his sight, Laura Secord
drove.the cow on more quickly, following the course
of a small ravine. which concealedlher from both
sight and hearing. A mile away, she hid the pail
and stool under the bushes, first xilking the cow'
sufficiently to prevent her returning too* soon to the

-clearing-.She then setout on her long tramp through
the woods.

The 23rd of June, the morning wae hot and close,
and through the lower lands the flies were plentiful.
The underbrush in the forest was tangled and dense,
making the tree-clad slope more difficult to climb

82



1

il
The fear of encountering outlying pickets, or wan-
der'ng bands of marauding Americans, who fould
stay or question her, led her to avoid even the sli.ghtly
marked tracks, and took her a long way round. Her
first stopping place was the mill on the little stream
not far from St. David's. Her friends there, a widow
ande1Týa~dendeavored to dissuade her from attempt-
ing to reach FitzGibbon, and added much to the
terrors of the way by exaggert1ed -,descriptions -of
thé fierceness and cruelties of the Indians, who then
infested the woods. ' But Laura had set out with a
definite object, and she meant to acéomplish it at all
-risks. She knew the enemy was to march the next
day, and she must reach De Cou's, where FitzGibbon
was, before them. The last half of her journ was
even more trying than the first. She knew nothing
of the way ; there were so many paths and "blazed"
tracks through the woods, that she several times took
a wrong one. When almost despairing, of reaching
her destination, she -came to an opening in the forest
and at the same time encountered a party of the
dreaded Indians.

One, who appeared to be their chief, sprang to his
reet and accosted her. Terrified, she was at first un-
able to speak, but reassured by the obedience of the
others to a sign from their chief, she soon recovered
sufficiently to try .and explain by M'ns that she
wished to be taken -to FitzGibbon. Reiterating the
name and pointing to the knife in the chief's belt,
she at last made him understand that many "Big

COURAGEOUS PERSEVERANCE. 8
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Knives"* were coming. With an expressive "Ugh"
of satisfaction and intelligence, the -Indian turned,
and led the*way through the beaver meadows to
De Cou's.

",Thus," wrote FitzGibbon, " did a young, delicate
woman brave the terrors of the forest in a time of
such desultory warfare that the dangers were increased
tenfold, to do her duty to her country, and by timely
warning save much bloodshed and disaster."†

* Michigans, " Big-Knives," the Indian name for Americans.

t The following paper was signed by FitzGibbon:
"I do hereby certify that Mrs. Secord, wife of James Secord, of

Chippewa, Esq., did, in the month of June, 1813, walk from her
house, near the village of St. David's, to De Cou's house in Thorold
by a circuitous route of about twenty miles, partly through the
woods, to acquaint me that the enemy intended to attempt, by
surprise, to capture a detachment of the 49th Regiment, then under
my command, she having obtained such knowledge from good
authority, as the event proved. Mrs. Secord was a person of
slight and delicate frame, and made the effort in weather exces-
sively warm, and I dreaded at the tinie that she must suffer in
health in consequence of fatigue and anxiety, she having been
exposed to danger from the enemy, through whose lines of com-
munication she had to pass. The attempt was made on my detach-
ment by the enemy; and his detachment, consisting of upwards
of 500 men and a field-piece and 50 dragoons, were captured in
consequence.

"I write this certificate in a moment of much hurry and from
memo-ry, and it is therefore thus brief.

"(Signed) JAMES FITZGIBBON,

"Formerly Lieutenant 49th Regiment."

[Given by Auchinlech, page 175, but Mrs. Secord possesses the
original, December 1863.-" War of 1812," Coftin, page 146.]
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Sending her to a farm beyond De Cou's to be
cared for, where, asshe graphically «xpressed it, she
"slept right off," «FitzGibbon repeated her tidings to
the chief, and remained on guard himself all night.

In the meantime the American detachment had
lain over at Queenston, and in the early morning of
the 24th continued their march to Beaver Dam.

They had not gone far before they came upon
Kerr and his Indians, in number between two and
three hundred, chiefly Mohawks and Caughnawagas
fr om the Grand River and -the St. Lawrence. Kerr
and young Brant saw at once that their force was too
small to oppose the American advance,-so resorted to
Indian tactics to retard and harass the enemay. They
threw themselves upon the rear and flank of the
enemy, and opened a desultory fire. The Americans,
throwing out sharpshooters in reply, still advanced.

The track was narrow and rough, the forest on
either side forming a safe shelter for the Indians, who
were neither to be shaken off nor repulsed. Their
yells, echoing their rifles, rang on the national con-
science, and the many sensational stories told of their
savage treatment of prisoners had the usual effect on
nerve and brain.

About 7 o'clock, FitzGibbon heard- firing in the di-
rection of Queenston. Taking a cornet of dragoons,
who happened to be at De Cou's, with him, he sallied
out to reconnoitre, and soon discovered the enemy.
They had retired from the road and taken up a
position Qn a risng ground in the çentre Qf a field
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of wheat. The firing had ne rly ceased, the Indians
having to creep through the standing corn to get
within range, and the guns o the'Americans reply-
ing pnly to the spot where t e .smoke was seeri to
rise from the concealed rifle.

The Americans being .about fourteen miles frni
Fort George and several of ther men lying killed on
the road before him, FitzGibbon suspected th'at they
probably believed themselves in desperate circum-
stances. He sent the cornet back to bring up his
men. Addressing a few animÎated words to them, he
then led them at the double across the open in front
of the American position, about 150 yards distant,
to the wood between it and Fort George, as if to cut
off their retreat, so disposing his men as to give the
appearance of greater numbers.

A discharge .of grape from the eiÎn guns passed
through his ranks and cut up, e i 4 , but did no
further damage. The desired ground was occupied-
without losing a man.

Upon discovery of·the enemy, FitzGibbon had sent
a despatch to Colonel De Haren, who was in command
of a detachment of about two hundred men, as he
believed about a mhile from his own post, but who
he afterwards Iearned had retreated to a distance
of seven miles. While anxiously expecting the arrival
of De Haren, FitzGibbon heard that the enemy.were
expecting reinforcements. The Indians were drop-
ping off, and fearing to lose such a· prize, he deter-
mined to "come the old soldJer- over them and
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depiand their instant surrender." Tying a white
handkerchief to his sword he advanced. His.bugler
sounded thé " Cease firing," which to his surprise and
satisfaction the'Indians'«obeyed.

An American officer advanced to 'meet him, 'aso
bearing a flag.

FitzGibbon informed him that it was principally
from a desire to avoid unnecessary blôodshed that
he demanded the surrender of the American force to
the British now opposing their advance, and wished
the officer to recommend the necessity of such
action strongly to tie general in command. Colon
Bærstler's reply to this was, "That he was noV
accustomed to surrender to any army lie had. not
even seen.

Upon this, FitzGibbon represented that "if sdich
was his (Colonel Bœrstler's) determination, he would
request his (FitzGibbon's) superior officer to. grant
permission for any officer Coloüel- Bœrstler. might
depute for the duty, to inspect the British force, and.
see for himself the advisability of not risking a battle
or the rancor of the Indians."

FitzGibbon then retired, ostensibly to obtain this
permission. Upon reaching his men he found that
Captain- hall, 4-fChippewa, with about twenty
dragoons, had joined them, he having been attracted
by the firing. Requesting Captain Hall to rëpresent
the mythical "superior officer," "receive the request
and refuse it," FitzGibbon returned to the American
officer who awaited the reply. Colonel BSrstler

A BOLD S-UMMONS. 87



A VETERAN OF 1812.

then req ted to be given until sundown to consider
and" decide., To this FitzGibbon replied promptly in
the negative, "I cannot possibly grant such a request.
I could not control the Indians for such a length of
time," and taking out his watch, he added, "JI cannot

give your general more than five· minutes in which
to decide whether to surrender or not."

During 'the negotiations which followed conc&nIý-T
the conditions of surrender, FitzGibbon heard the
nameý of, Colonel Chapin constantly repeated. While
delighted at the success of his strategem, FitzGibbon
endeavored to keep ail appearance of satisfaction out
of his manner. When the conditionu that " the volun-
teers and militiamen .should be allowed to return to
the Unted States 'on parole," was advanced by Capt.
McDowell, the officer who acted for Colonel Berstler,
FitzGibbon asked if the volunteers mentioned were
not Chapin and his mounted men. Upon receiving
an answer in the affirmative, he said: "The conduct
of that person and his troop has been so bad among
our country people, plunde:ring their houses and other-
wise behaving ill; that I do not think him deserving
of the honors of war." Pausing a moment as if to
consider, he added: " But as I am aware that the
Americans âccuse us of stimulating the nclians to
destroy you, whereas we, have ever used our- best
endeavor, and almost always successfully, to protect
you, therefore, rather than give you cause to think
so upon this occasion, I agree to that condition as well

thas héOthere."
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"Then, sir," replied Captain McDowell, " if you will
send an officer to superintend the details of the sur-
render, we.will be ready to receive you, and we shall
depend upon you as a -British officer to protect our
men from the Indians."

"I can only give you this'assurance," he replied:
"the Indians must take mv life before they shall
attack you."

FitzGib.bon went at once to the chiefs, and repeat-
ing his promise made to the American officer to theni
in French, begged. of them to do nothing to interfere
with its fulfilment. They agreed at once, shaking
hands with FitzGibbon in token of their faith. At
this moment, most unexpectedly, Major De Haren
appeared, galloping into the open and accompanied
b,-a colonel of militia.

'I would· have given all J ever possessed,".says
FitzGibbon, "that they had been twenty miles dis-
tant, fearing that they would rob me of at least some

· of the credit of the capture. It became important
to let Major De Haren know what had been already
done, and I requested hinw to stop and hear it fromu
me, but he most cavalierly replied, 'You need not be
alarmed, Mr. FitzGibbon, you shall have all the credit
for this affair which you deserve.'

"'J desire merely, sir, to make known to you wvhat
has been done, that you may proceed accordingly;'
.but he would not stop his horse, and Colonel Berst-
1er, seeing us approach, rode forward to meet us. J
introduced them to each other, and then Major De
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Haren began offering certain conditions to Colonel
Boerstler, upon which he would accept his surrender.

"In an instant I saw inyself on the point of being
robbed of my prize, and stepping quickly to the head
of Major De Haren's horse, on the near side, and lay-
ing my left arm and elbow on its neck and my head
upon my arm, my face towards Major De Haren so
that my voice migit reach his ear only, I said in a
low but most imperative tone, 'Not anothe4word, sir:
not another word: these meu are my prisoners.' n
stepping back, I asked in a loud, firm voice, 'Shaf -I
proceed to disari the American troops?' And lie
could not help answering, ' You may.'

"The American troops fell in at once in answer to
my cominand, and Major Taylor, Colonel Bœrstler's
second in command, asked me how I would have the
men formed, in file -or in column.

"'In file, if you. please,' I replied, for I wished to
keep 4their ranks broken as much as possible, and
dreaded every moment that Major De Haren, in con-
versation with Colonel Berstler, would, by some
blunder, ruin all. The moment, therefore, that I saw
eight or ten files formed, I gave the order, 'American
troops, Right face-Quick march,' that J might drive
Colonel Berstler and Major De Haren before me, and
prevent their conversing together further during the
crisis.

"As we approached near where our mën were
formed, J stepped up to Major De Haren and asked,
'Shall the American troops ground their arms here?'
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'No,' he answered in a harsh tone, 'let them mnarch
through between our men and ground their. arihs on
the other side.'

"Filled with indignation at this great folly, I
thought, almost audibly, '.What, sir, and when t1iey
see our handful of men, -will they ground their arms
at your bidding?' but said, in an impressive tone,
'Do you think it prudent to march themn through
with arms in their hands in the presence of the
Indians?'

"Before he could reply,. Colonel Berstler, holding
out his hand, exclaimed, 'For God's sake, sir, do what
this officer bids you l' 'Do so,' said De Haren.

"'Americans, Halt !-ront i-Ground your arms'
"The order was obeyed pronptly. Then the In-

dians sprang forward from {fheir hiding-places and
ran towards the prisoners, who in terror began to
seize their arms again., The moment was critical. I
sprang upon a stump' of, a tree and shouted, 'Ameri-
cans, don't touch your arms ! Not a hair of your head
shall be hurt,' adding,'Remember, I am here'-a bom-
bastic speech, but I knew I could rely on the promise
given me by the chiefs. The Americans stood still,
and the Indians. went among them, taking possession
of such articles of£ arms and accoutrements as pleased
them, especially the pistoIls &f'he dragoons, but in all
other respee* with perfect'forbearance and propriety.

" After the arms were grounded, and the prisoners
saw that the In<dians were so orderly, I ordered,
'Right face-Quick marchli' and marehed them away

0



À VETERAN OF 1812.

il

(
K

from their arns.. All being now safe, I nounted mv
horse and rode forwazk;4o Major De Haren, and aske
him if he had any secip order for me. For the first
time that day he spoke civilly to nie, and requested
me to ride on and join Colonel Bærstler and his
friend, Dr. Young, and conduct them 'to De. Cou's
house."

The kindly intercourse between FitzGibbon andthe
men he had'so recently captured, during this memor-
able ride,.and until they were sent gn to Quebec, has
been attributed to the act that he revealed himself to
themIasa Mason. T ere is, however'no nntion of
this among FitzGiIýbÔn's papers, and, knowing the
man from his.life and the notility of his nature, I am
much more inclined to believe it due to the natural
courtesy with which a true soldier and gentleman
woulM treat a fallen foe. FitzGibbon made them feel

t4ltthey'were more the' victims of circumstance than
responsible for defeat.

The fogowing are the -articles of capitulation mad'
between Captain McDowell, on the part of Lieut.-
Colonel .Berstler of the United States *Army, and
Lieuguant FitzGibbon,.although signed by Major De
Haren; of His Britannic Majesty's Canadian Regiment,
on the part of Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp, commanding
the advance of the British, respectinig the surrender
of the force under the command of Lient.-Colonel
Berstler. It is taken from the original document,
now in the Canadian Arhives.

>-
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First. T hat Lieut.-Colonel Brei'stler and the force

m der his coinmar.tshall surrender prisoners of war.

"Second. That the officers shall retain their horses,
arms and baggage.

"Third. That the non-comnissioned officers and
soldiers shall lay down their arms at the head ,of the
British column and become prisoners of war.

"Fourth. .That the militia and" the volunteers with
Lieut.-Colonel Bærstler shall be permitted to return
to the United States op parole.

ANDW. MCDOWELL,
Captain of the U. S. Light Artillery.

Acceded to.
"C. G. BERSTLER,

"Lieut.-Colonel comd'g detach't U.S. Armèîy.
"B. W. DE HAREN,

Major Canadian Regimient.-

The number captured were 25 officers and 519

non-co-mmissioned officers and men, of whon 50,were,

dragoons, including 30 mounted militiamen; also one

12-pounder, one 6-pounder, two ammunition'cars, and

the colors of the 14th Regiment United States army.

The Indians killed and·wounded 56 men. Colonel
Bærstler' was also wounded.

FitzGibbon's force consisted of 46 muskets, a cornet

of dragoons, and his own coÔl effrontery,- his 'rein-

forcement a captain of the dragoons ,(Provicial)

a sergeant, corporal and 12 dragoons-"the first of

our dragoons ever seen. in that quarter, and their

arrival had an excellent effect upon the negotiations."

(Account sent at his request to the late Sir Augustusj

d'Este.)

a-

ARTICLES OF CAPITJLATION..
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S" is Royal Highness the Prince Regent was
graciously pleased to bestow a company upon me for
this service, and the commander of the forces, Sir
George Prevost, wrote with- his own hand a letter of
thanks to me for it." (Ibid.)

Lest we should be accused of too highly coloring
the account, which undoubtedly- reads more like a
chapter in a novel than sober history, we give an
account taken fron an American writer, who made
the best of it fron a national point of view:

"After the disaster of Winder and Chandler at
Forty Mile.Creek, Colonel Boer.stler was pushed for-
ward with six hundred ineno'f all m¾sdragoons,
artillery and infantry, to dislodge, a strong picket
posted in a stone house about two miles beyond a
hilly pass, called the Beaver Dam, seventeen miles
from Fort Gèorge.-

" Arriving at the Beaver Dam, Colonel Borstler
was surprisedby a large body of Indians under the
conduct of young Brant and Captain William J. Kerr,
numbering about 450 warriors. The battle was main-
tained for about three hours, the Indians, of course,
fighting after their own fashion, in concealmênt, hav-
ing apparently surrounded Colonel. Bœrstler in the
-woods.

"Indeed the enemy must have conducted the battle
with considerable adroitness, for CoJonel Bœrstler,

galled on alI sides, dared neither advance nor retreat,
while the result of every observation was a conviction
that he was surrounded by far superior numbers.

- 1 ý
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"At lengtit, Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th (enemy's)
Regiment arriving on the ground with forty-six rank
and file, sent a flag of truce to Colonel Berstler
demanding a surrender. After some parleying, the
British lieutenant magnifying the number of their
troops and pretending to conduet the negotiations in
the name of Major De -Haren, not forgetting a few
occasional suggestions touchirg ithe horrors of the
Indian massacre, Colonel Boerstler, having neitier
reserve to sustain iim nor demonstration to favor
hirm, surrendered his detachment as prisoners of war.
This battle occurred on the 24th of June, and was, a
brilliant affair for young Brant, since it was fougit
by Indians alone, not a single cartridge being ex-
pended by the regular troops of the eneJy."*

In a private letter from William Kerr (who was
Brant's brother-in-law) to Lieutenant FitzGibbon, lie
gives te number of "the Indians as 250, who were
actually retreating when Colonel Boerstler surren-
dered to your handful of men."

The following are the official despatches in whi.h
the notice of 'the event was conveyed to headquarters:

"TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH, June 24th, 1813.
SIR,-AV De Co's- tis morning, about seven

o'clock, I received information that about 1,000 of the
enemy -with two guns were advancing towards me
from St. David's. I soon after heard'firing -of cannon

-and musketry, and in consequence rode in advance

* Life of Brant," by William I. Thom, 1838. Dearborn & Co.

OFFICIAL DESPATCHES.
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two mileon ti $1, . David's road. I discovered by
the firing tha't the ýeinemy wÀS ioving for the road on
the mountain. I sent off Cornet MeKenzie .to order
out my detachinent of the 49th, consisting of a sub-
altern and forty-six rank and file, and closed upon
the enemy to recoimiti.

" discovered him on the inountain road and took
up a position -on an·eminence to the right of it. My
men arrived and pushed on in his front to cut off bis
retreat, under a fire froin his guns, which, however,
did no execution. After examining his position, I
found it difficult to approach him, there being no
wood in front or on the flanks to cover the Indians,
and his force (apparently 600) J could not approach. I
was here'informed that he expected rein' - S.
I therefore decided upon summonin im to surrender.

"After the exchange of several propositions be-
tween Colonel ,Berstler and mvself in the name- of
Lieut.-Colonel De Haren, Lieut.-Colonel Berstler
agreed. to surrender on the terns stated in the
articles of capitulation. On my return to my men to
send an officer to superintend .the details of the
surrender-you arrived.

"I have the honor to be, etc.,
"(Signed) J. FITZGIBBON,

"Liëutenant 49th Regiment.

• The soldier left his brother soldier to continue the
account, knowing well that if fairly told the erdit due
would be given to him. Whether the misstatement
in Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp's despatch to Brigadier-
General Vincent was-due to him or to Major De Haren,
we cannot now ascertain. Al that we can find in
reference to it in FitzGibbon's papers is the following:
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"And:iere I will state what i believe caused Major
De Haren to conduct hinself so strangely towards me
as lie did, namely, his having retreated from the scene
of action instead of advancing as I had done ;an(,
afterwards witnessing my success, he felt how the
two proceedings might be contrasted, and he hoped
thus to give a turn to the passin-g circumstances which
might change their appearance more in his fayor than
the real facts would do. Other proceedings were
afterwards resorted to to rob me entirely of what was
(lue to me'on this occasion: but I decline to state
them from tenderness to the memory of the officers
concerned, who are long since dead. I was, however,
afforded an opportunity soon after to plead my cause
before Major-General Vincent, Sir James Yeo and
Lieut.-Colonel Harvey, and justice was in part done
to me in a private letter.to Sir George Prevost, for
the letter of Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp to Major-General
Vincent, afterwards published, wholly wronged me."

Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp's letter to Brigadier-General
Vincent, now in the Canadian Archives, is as follows:

"BEAVER DAM, June 24th, 1813.
"Si1,-I have the honor to inform you that the

troops you have done. me the-honor to place under.
my command, have succeeded this day in taking
prisoners a detachment of the United .States army
under tlie command of Lieut.-Colonel Boerstler. In
this affair the Indian warriors, under the command of
Captain Kerr, were the only force actually engaged.
To them great merit is due, and to them i feel par-
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ticularly obliged for their gallant conduct on this
occasion.

"On the appearance of the detachient of the 49th
Regiment under Lieut. FitzGibbon, the Light Coi-
pany of the 8th King's Regiment, the two flank
companies of the 104th under Major De Haren, and
the Provincial Cavalry under Captain Hall, the whole
surrendered to His Majesty's troops. To the conduct
of Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th Regiment, through
whose address the capitulationwas entered into, may
be attributed the surrender of the American arny.

"To Major De Haren, for his speedy movement to
the point of attack and execution of the arrangements
I had previously made withhim, I am very much
obliged.

"I have the honor to enclose *the capitulation
entered into between Colonel Berstler and myself,
and a return of prisoners taken, inclusive of wounded,-
not yet ascertained. I lose no time in forwarding my
Staff-Adjutant, Lieut. Barnard, to communicate to yôu
this intelligence. He has been particularly active
and useful to me on all occasions. I take this oppor-
tunity of mentioning himto you, and beg the favor
of-, you to recommend him to His Excellency Sir
George Prevost, as an active and promising young
officer.

"I have the honor to be, Sir,
"Your most obedient servant,

"CECIL BISSHOPP,
"Limut.-Colonel Commanding Troops in Advance.

"BRIGADIER-GENERAL VINCENT,

"Comnandingp Centre Division."

/t
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Tennyson's lines,

"A lie that is all a lie can be met and fought with
outright,

But a lie that is half a truth is a harder inatter
to fight,

might be applied here. The fact of including the
forces under De Haren with the small\detachment
under FitzGibbon's immediate command ifl his report
to the General, leaves (and certainly did make on that
officer's mind) the impression that the combinèd forces
were present when thé negotiations between Colonel
Berstlerà and the British were entered into-not, as
was actually the case, that they arrived ifter the
American general had surrendered at discretion to
FitzGibbon. It will alsobe remenibered that De Haren
reached the scene accompanied only by a colonel of,
militia, having in his anxiety outridden his detach-
ment. In fact, FitzGibbon's fear lest his captives
should discover the smallness of his force, is but
another proof that De Haren's had not yet come up.

"The situation was aptly described by the late Judge
Jarvis, of Brockville, who wás 'with FitzGibbon at
'Beaver Dam: "And when the*Yankees did surrender,
we all wondered what the mischief he (FitzGibbon)
would do with them." That the active and promis-
ing young officer " must, however, have let something
of the truth out, General Vincent's letter with which
he forwarded -Lieut.-Colonel-Bisshopp's,- suggests:
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"FoITY MILE CREEK, Ju/ne 25th, 18l3.
"f Si,-I have the honor of t-ransmitting to Your

Ecellency a report I receive( from Lieut.-Colonel
Bisshopp commanding the troops in advance, of tlie
success of a skirmish with a strong detachnent of
cavalr'y and infantry, advancing with two field-pieces.

"In the vigilance of Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp, I feel
nuch indebtedand leg leave to refer Your Excellency

to his report of the conduct of. the officers and men
%under his command, which is deserving every con-
inendation. I cannot but particularize that of Lieut.
FitzGibbon, 49th Regiment, commanding a small

reconnoitring ·party co-operating with the Indians,
through whose address -in entering into the capitula-
tion, Your Excellency will perceive by Lieut.-Colonel
Bisshopp's report, that the surrender of the American
detaèhment is to be attributed. I beg leave to recoin-
mend this officer to Your Excellency's protection.

"I have the honor to be, Sir,
"Your obedient, humble servant,

"JoHN VINCENT,
"Brigadier-General."

RETURN OF AMERICAN PRISONERS TAKEN NEAR FORT GEORGE,

JUNE294TH, 1813.

".6

CORPS. M 1C

Light Dragoons ............ .. 19
Light Artillery ............. .. .. 2 .. 31
6th RegimentInfantry . ... ., .. .. .. 3 .. 54

.14th ,, . . 1 3111.. 1115 .. 301
20th -,-n . . . . 1 .. · .- . · · . · .
23rd ,, ' j 1 .4 2 57

Total ............. 1 1 6 13[1 112512 462

I
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Lt. -Col. Boerstler, 44th Regt.
Major Taylor, 20th Regt.
Capt. McDowell, Lt. Artillery.

Macharnie, 6th Regt.
McKenzie, 14th f
Cummins, tg
Fleming, if
Reach, 23rd~-Regt.

Lieut. Norris. Lt. Artillerv.
Shell, 6th Regt.
Saunders, 14th Regt.
Arnell,

(Copy

Lieut. Kerney. 14th Regt.
i Marshall,

Waring,
Mudd,
Murdock,
Goodwin,
Clarke,
Robinson,

i RandalI, i
Cornet Bird, Dragoons.
Surgeon Young, 14th Regt.

J. HARVEY,
Deputy 4djiutant-Geeral.

The history is not comnplete without a copy of
Lieut.-Colonel Berstler's letterto, General Dearborn,
the original of which is in the Canadian Archives:

"TWENTY MILE CREEK, June 25th, 1813.

" S-Ra,-I am permitted 'to state the inisfortune
which lias befallen myself and detachment entrusted
to ny 'are. We proceeded yesterday until near the.
Beaver Dam, when we were attacked by a large
force of Indians, who were .reinforced by fegulars
under Colonel De Haren, while other reinforcements
marched in the direction of our rear. The action
lasted three hours and ten minutes, during which
tiine we drove them some distance into the wood, but
finding our men not equal to that inode-of fighting>
I changed my position twice during the engagement
to get·more ópen. ground: but such was the position
that the enemy's balls reached us from every direction,
while he was concealed. Our ammunition being nearly

nded, surrounded on all sides, seventeeri miles to
rt where my force would have constantly
diminishe, especially after spending og. ammunition

101COLONEL BŒRSTLER'S LETTER.
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while the enemy was gathering in froim various out-
posts : imy-self, Captain Macharnie, Lieut. Randall,
and Lieut. Marshall wounded, I saw that in the ex-
hausted state the men were in, that far the greater
part, if any', could never reach Fort George, therefore
was compelle 1 to capitulate. The officers under my
command will state what inay be requisite as to my
conduct.

[Then follows the saine detail of prisoners abridged
from the one given above.]

You will find enclosed articles of capitulation. I
have the honor to be

"Your distressed humble servant,
"C. G: BoeRSTLER,

Lieut.-Colonel 14th.
"MAJOR-GEN. DEARBORN.

" presÜlme my destination vill be Quebec. I beg
I may be exchanged as soon as possible."

In the following extract fron a letter dated June
28th, 1813, and signed, Janies J. Fulton, A.D.C.-, the
effect of the capture is mentioned. After reverting
to information and maps already sent to h' (Sir
George Prevost), relative to the position of the -forces
on the frontier, he adds: "When the western Indians.
arrive,·which we hope will be this evening, the whole,
amounting to about fivè hundred, will be sent to the
Four Mile Creek. This movement will t'tally eut
off any supplies that the enemy might receive from
this side: of the water. Indeed, from anything we
learn since Colonel Boerstler's disaster, they have

102·,
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not dared to send a patrol more than one mile from
Fqgt George in any direction."

iGeneral De Rottenburg, wlio liad recently been
appointed to the commuand of the Niagara frontier,
also speaks of the effect upon the enemy -of the
capture of the Anerican general. After lamnenting
the failure of Sir James Yeo's expedition on the lake,
and the consequent impossibility of his attemnpting
to attack Fort George, which, in consequence of the

panie the Americans were thrown into by the capture
of Bærstler, and the cutting off of all communication
between the garrison and their supplies, or from
reinforcements from the land and riverside, had been
-an easy prey, he adds:

I have secured the position at Burlington Bay
against a coup-de-min. That glory hold I must
retire to ultimately and maintain myself there until
the navy will be enabled to meet the fleet on Lake
Ontario. Had Sir James had time to spare to co-
óperate with the army, Fort George would have
fallen, but J do not now possess the means of attack-
ing them on both sides of the river. Lieut. FitzGib-
bon is a deserving and enterprising officer, and I shall
forward your letter to hiin."

Unfortunately the private letter to4 itzGibbon
from Sir George Prevost was among the papers the
loss of which has given us so much to regret.
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CHAPTER VI.

LTHOUGH FitzGibbon speaks gratefully of
'the reward for his services at Beaver Dain,

reference to Colonel Brock's letter, given in a

previous chapter, as well as to the extract below,
from the Canadian Archives, betrays the fact that the
company "so graciously bestowed upon him" was not
unsolicited on his part. . In after years he regretted
his removal into. a colonial regiment. It took him
from under the notice of the.Commander-in-Chief, and
interfered with his success and advancement in the
army and as a soldier. .

At the time, however, his ambition was'satisfied by,
obtaining a company in a regiment which he knew
to have been a favorite, and, to a certain ietent, a
creation of Sir Isaac Brock's.

"IHEADQUARTERS, KINGSTON, July 1, ,1813.

"SIR,-I have the honor to.submit to your Excel-
leney's.consideration the copy of a letter- from Lieut.
Johnson, of the Canadian Fencible Infantry, soliciting
to be permitted to resign all pretensions to promotion
in the Glengarry. Light Infantry, -to· return to his
lieutenanc'y in the Canadian Fencibles.

' beg leave to inform your Excellency that Lieut.
Johnson, at an early period, resigned his recruiting
orders, which were transferred to Lieut. FitzOibbon of
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the 49th Regiment, but were afterwards recalled and
restored to Lieut. Jolinson at the earnest solicitation
of his father, to the great disappointurent and pre-
judice of Lieut. FitzGibbon<who, in consequence of
this prospect of promotion in the levy, resigned the
adjutancy of the 49th Regiment..... :

"I beg strongly to recommend to your Excellency's
notice the pretensions of Lieut. FitzGibbon of the
49th, from the circumstances above stated, but most
particularly from his ability a. an officer .of a light
corps, in which "line of service he has recently so-

ninéntly distinguished himself."*

It would also appear fronathis letter that the gif t
of such promotion had to be earned by the recipient
in the arduous and, often expensive duty of recruit-
ing a. certain complement of the men to form the
company over which he was granted the command.

FitzGibbon's pretoisions were favorably considered,
and the step in regimental rank given him, but he
did not join the new regiment until January, 1814.
He still retained command of the gallant little band
of the 49th.

On July 3rd, lie sent' Ensign Winder -with a note,
frožn Fdrt Erie, where he then was, to Chippewa,
bidding hinm give- it to any militia officer he could
find who would assist him in earrying out the plan
it. contained

The following report gives the result:

* Letter from Colonel Baynes to Sir George Prevost, Canadian
Arphives, 797, page 131.

fflý
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"CHIPPEWA, July 5th, 1813.

"SIR,-For the information of General De Rotten-,
burg, please say that J last evening received. a note
from Lieut. FitzGibbon, requesting me to . assist
Ensign Winder of the 49th Regiment, with what
militia I could muster, to make a descent about. day-
break of this morning upon Fort Schlosser, and bring
off what public boats and stores we could fii& there.
I accordingly, in the 'course of the night, assembled
34, including officers, who, together with Ensign
Winder, vobziteer Thompson and 6 privates of the
49th, crossed Nover in three boats and arrived at
Schlosser a little âfter daybreak, and 'were so fortu-
nate as to surprise th guard, consisting of 2 lieu-
tenanfg sergeant, 8 rivates, 3 civilians, and 3 of
our owni ýkubjects, in t e public storehouse at and
upon the wharf. We f und one brass 6-pounder, 57 à
stand of arms, 2kegsof musket .ball-cartridges, 6
bulwarks (or musket-proof curtains for' boats), 1
gunboat, 2- bateaux, 2 anchors, 20 barrels of salt, 17
casks of.tobacco, 8 'barrels of -pork, 1 bàrrel whiskey,
with -so1ihe spades, bars and axes-all of which we
brought to this place. We left aV chlosser 6.scows,
6 boats{sone of them very larg), -d about 16 tons
weight of cannon.shot and shells. The scows and
boats, from their being immersed in water, we could
not bring off nor completely disable. We remained
at Schlosser about one hour, during which time no
jperson appeared to oppose us; however, we had
:scarcely embarked in the last boat, when from 12 to
15 men came to the beach, supposed to be militia or

tworkmen from Patey Mills.. Theyfired about twenty
shots of musketry at us, which were returned by our
last two boats. No damage was done to any person
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in the boats, and I believe l'ittle hurt was done to
the people on-.sh-ore.

"I have the honor to be; Sir,
"Your most obedient servant,

"TOMAs CLARKE,
"Lieut.-Colonel 2nd Lincoln Militia.

"To LIEUT.-COLONEL HARVEY, --

"Deputy A djutant-Genera/."

FitzGibbon Iiad judged correctly in estimating that
the celebration of· their national festival, the anni-
versary of the Declaration of Independence, would
occupy the enemy and render them less on the alert.
When sending Ensign Winder upon this enterprise,
he had a twofold object in view. He wished to give
his subaltern a chance of distinguishing himself in a
separate service,,and so draw the attention of the
officer ini commnto him, and obtain his recom-
mendation for promotion. He also'inkended with the
remaindei of his party to make a sifiiltanyous raid
or attack upon Black Rock, a more important and
strongly garrisoned post on the enemy's shores. To
his great disappointinent, he could not obtain suffi-
cient boats in which to convey his men across the
river, and was reluctantly obliged to postpone the
intended descent..

Sir George Prevost thought the success at Schlosser
of sufficient importance to issue a general order upon
it.

Two days. later, Lieut.-QIýponeeBisshopp informed
FitzGibbon that he.desired io attack Black Rock, and

I
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had asked General De Rottenburg for three hundred
men, but could obtain only two hundred.

"JDo you think this number sufficient?"
FitzGibbon smilingly replie(l, "I hope, sir, you _will

not be- offended when I tell you that I am only wait-
ing for boats to nake the attack ·with less than fifty
men.

"Then you think two hundred will Ido," returned
the colonel; adding, " You must not attack, but wait
until I return with the men, and you shall acconpany
me.

Colouel Bisshopp caieback the following inorning.
He allowed. FitzGibbon to arrange the plan of attack,
to lead the advance, and- to undertake to cov? the.
retreat should the main ýattack be frustrated.

At two o'clock on the morning of the 11th, the
men embarked. A thick mist lav over the water,
naking the norning very dark. FitzGibbon's nien

were in the first four boats. Owing to the darkness
and the strength of the current, they were carried
farther down than their intended point of landing
and ha4 to pull up about a quarter of a mile on·the
enemy's side.

Although it was broad daylight, the nist still hung
over the.river and its shores. Advancing at once, their
approach was soon discovered by the one hundred and
fifty militiamen occupying one of the barracks, who
were under arns to receive them. Rightly judging
that Colonel Bisshopp with the main body had been
carried farther down the strean, FitzGibbon had re-
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course to his old tactics to gain time, in order that
t-hey might join him. t%

Leaving his- handful of men in the background,
trusting that the nature of the nist would magnify
their number in the eyes of 'the enemy, he ad- -
with his bugle*r and a flag of truce. He was met b~ý
the American commander, Major Hall, with his.
militiamen close at his back. Speaking in a voice
loud enough to be heard by all, FitzGibbon sum-
moned thein to surrender. "I see you are all militia,
and I do not wish to be killing the husbands, fathers
and brothers of your innocent families. You shall
all be allowed to retire on parole.

He had scarcely finished, when the m'en broke their
ranks and'made off down the hill towards Buffalo-as
fast as they could run.

"Stop your men, Major Hall," called out Fitz-
Gibbon, though secretly delighted ýat the success of
lis speech, " this is quite irregular while negotiating
under a -flag of truce."

" Iknow it, sir," replied the indignant·officer, "but
J cannot stop thein.

"Then I must detain you as my prisoner," arswered
Fit;zGibbon: but upon Major Hall reiterating. his
inbility to "stop his men," le added, " Isee it, sir,
therefore I will not detain you: you may retire."

Colonel Bisshopp now came up. -Eight large boats
belonging to the -enemy were seized, loaded with two
12-pounders, one 6-pounder, a large -quantity of pro-
visions and military ,stores, and sent over to the
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Canadian side in chai-ge of about half his men. The
barracks and block-house, sufficient to accoûnmodate
tive thousand men, were burned-and a» schooner also
set on fire.

Had Colonel Bi'shopp been content with such
measure of success, the enterprise had ended without
loss;, but excited by the unexpected result he refused
to listen to FitzGibbon. He wished to carry off four
hundred barrels of salt that were piled on the beach.

FitzGibbon knew that the' panic caused by his
bold words among the American riilitia would 'be
only temporary-the light of the burning building,%
would discover the snall: number of the attacking
party, and unless~they put the river speedily between
then and the enemy the result would be fatal.

FitzGibbon never liked to speak of this, and in all
his brief accounts of the affair t can· find only the
following statement regarding this part of it:

" The details of what followed I am unwilling to
give, because it' would be imputing blame to others
and taking credit to myself. I will only add that we
remained longer than was needed, and- were attacked
by a body of militia and Indians. About half of our
own force having been already sent back to our own
shore with the -captured boats, the other half 'were
driven to their boats, leaving behind a captain and
lifteen men killed and wounded, and- having twenty-
seven killed and wounded in our boats. Colonel
Bisshopp himself was wounded on shore and carried
to a boat. He received two wounds more in the boat,*
of whieh he died five days after.
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For no man fallen in battle did I grieve so niuch

as for him. He was a man of most gentle and gener-

ous nature, and was more beloved by the militia, over
whoi he was an inspecting field officer, than any
other who served in the province during the war.
But lie wanted either experience or judgnent, and
fell in consequence in the prime of life, in the twentv-
eighth year of his age."

Fron other sources, recollections of hearing the
story as told by some who shared the enterprise, J
have been able to piece together what the soldier
could not tell himself *

The blazing buildings attracted the Indians. The
militiamen, ashamed of their panie, when reinforced
by Major Parker and the force at Buffalo, returned
and attacked the British with irresistible spirit Fitz-
Gibbon, true to his command,·endeavored to rally his,

men and cover the retreat, but the disorder was too
great. In the confusion the wounded colonel nar-
rowly escaped being left in the enemy's hands. Some
of the boats had already been pushed off, when the
cry arose that the colonel was wounded and down.
FitzGibbon shouted, "To the rescue ' Then as the men

still scrambled for the boats, lie called out, " Come,
inv lads, we'll try for him anyway," and followed by
a handful of the devoted "Green 'uns," made a rush
and succeeded in rescuing and carrying the wounded

* Losing refers to this in his " Pictorial History of the War "-in
a note-where he says: "IHe (Bisshopp) was taken care of by the
gallant FitzGibbon and carried to the boats," etc.

I
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officer to the boat. Alas, that the few strokes willing
arms pied could not evade the shot which carried
death with it.

In reading the few private letters extant, and the
scanty allusions to the conditfon of the army employed
on the frontier of Upper Canada -during the summer
and autumn campaigns of 1813-14, one learns some-
thing of the hardships and suffering patiently endured
by the men. The breaking down of the commissariat
here, as in the other quarters both before and since,
was the cause of much unnecessary privation and
anxiety on the part of those in command, who, for
want of the material and adequate supplies, were
unable to take advantage of either their own militarx
success or the blunders of their adversaries. The
often heavy loss of life, the cruel carnage, the heap
of s4ain which marked the taking of the enemy's
guns, the loss of the hastily erected battery, or a
determined stand against the onslaught of the enemy,

appear much more terrible under the reflection that
had the duty of those at headquarters to furnish the
machinery of war been more faithfully- performed,
inuch of it might have been saved. When one
reads, too, of battles fought and won, of daring
deeds done in the face of the foe, victories won
against great odds, one scarcelv realizes that the
report of killed and wounded is more than mere
statistics, and is apt to dwell upon the comparison of
a small numerical loss with the greater as the chief
item of congratulation.
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On the contrary, the weary reco·d of men dying
singly of fever, exposure, or deprivation of îtheë:bso-
lute necessaries of life, due to an inefficient conC-
sariat, acquires an'importance out. of all.-proportion
to the actual loss. A soldier • will understand this.
Would he not rather die a hundred deaths in the
moment of victory, than one on the lingering, weari-
ful bed of fever in camp ?

A touch is given liere and there in a private letter,
a bitter word of censure' levëlled against the Com-
inissariat department, of indignation at the appar-
ently wilful ignor*nce of the situation displayed by
the Home Government, or even as near the scene of
action as the headquarters at Kingston: a bare fact
stated in official despatches, or a sympathetic r'egret
expressed by an officer for the uselers sufferings of
his men : these are all we have to enable us to judge
of the daily life of the soldier watching and waiting
on the Niagara frontier.

" On my arrival here I found the troops in great
distress for necessaries, shirts, shoes and, stockings.
Most of the 49th. are lIterally n aced," writes James
J. Fulton, A.D.C. to Sir George Prevost, on June 18th.
The italics are his. (Canadian Archives.)

Speaking of the 41st on July 14th, General De
Rottenburg says: "That regiment is in rags, and
without shoes." (Ibid.)

The letters ôf· that date reveal a historyof weari-
some marches and counter-marches, unceasing vigi-
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lance, long watches, miserable worn-out camping
necessaries, where there were any at all, and scarcity
of prdvisions and medicine.

The anxiety of the poor settiers, who were also
soldiers, to harvest their crops and save the produce
of their farms for their own use, their reluctance to
sell at any price, necessitated the placing of districts
in the immediate vicinitv of the headquarters under
martial law.

The inefficiency of the officials, who omitted to take
stock of the quantity of stores of either food or am-
munition:; the harassing character of the warfare in
the forest; the heat, drenching rains, sickness, and
the anxiety of each scattered handful of troops for
the safety or success of the others, knowing that the
defeat of one added tenfold to the dangers to .be,
incurred by the other and the mystery and uncer-
tainty in which the intentions of the Commander-
in-Chief were shrouded, even to the officers inme-
diately under his command, added to the great dis-
tance from their homes and all that life held dear to
themn, rendered the situation a most trying one for
both officers and men to endure with patience.

" For many months past the prospect lias appeared
so clouded to my imagination, and men and measures
so different to those which you and others have so
repeatedly expatiated on with sensations of pleasure
and confidemice, that I have been for months a silent
spectator of events which J durst not trust my pén to
dwell on. A veil of mystery and seclusion has, alas,

I.
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but too long been the prevalent feature in this part
of the world."*

Sickness decimated the ranks, and the great lheat
increased the dangers.

"The weather is, intensely hot," writes General De
Rottenburg from St. David's, 30th of August, in a
private letter to Sir George Prevost, " and everybody
is more or less affected by it. Colonels Stewart, Plen-
derleath, May, Williams, FitzGibbon, 'and a great
number of others are laid up with the lake fever.
We are in great want of medicine and wine for the
sick."

Colonel Plenderleath had been obliged to retire
from the outposts at Long Point on July 31st,'owing
to the great heat, drenching rains, and the sickness
among his men.

In the list of the troops to be employed on the
south side of the river in the projected attack on
Forts Niagara and George, on August 24th, are 350
of the 49th under Major Plenderleath, including the
party of Lieut. FitzGibbon.

In the plan of attack, the Light Corps under Gen-
eral Vincent are detailed " to rendezvois at the head-

quarters at St. David's; a sufficiency of boats and
-craft to be previous'y at a convenient place for cross--
ing the river, between Lewistown and the Fort. The
Voltigeurs, Lieut. FitzGibLon's yarty and the Indians
to cross in the leading boats, and to possess theinselves

* Extract from a letter written by Major Glegg, 49th Regiment,
from camp at Cross, to Drummer Powell, Oct. 8th, 1813.
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of the woody, close country near the fort. ,.Major
Plenderleath to attack and possess hiinself of the
guns and batteries on the bank of the river facing
Fort George."*

There is no record of this carefully planned attack
upon Fort Niagara having been carried out, except
that portion of it under Major Plenderleath, including
Lieut. FitzGibbon's party. The enemy were driven
in to their inner works, and fourteen prisoners taken.
The 49th had ·two officers and three rank and file
wounded.

The tidings of the defeat of General Proctor at
Moraviantown on the 5th of October, and the prob-
able fate of the remnant of his small but brave force,
inade instant retreat imperative.

"My friend General V- lias only one decision
to inake, and, if I do ýnot greatly err, his time is very
short. Our sick and baggage are hastening to the'
rear, and I hope to God we nay follow them to-
morrow," writes one of the bravest and best officers of
the 49th, fron camp. at Cross, Oct. 8th. "I shall not
consider our retreat safe until we reach Burlington,
and little advantage cai arise from remaining there.
I have this instant received a private note from Fort
George, froin a source.tô be depended on, which men-
tions that the Indians have been crossing all morning
to this side, and an' attack bas been promised by
Major Chapin this night or to-morrow.t

* Canadian Archives, 1812, p. 480.
· t Major Glegg to Drummer Powell, from camp at Cross, October

8th, 1813.
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That this promise was not kept, the miserable con-
dition of the retreating British force discovered, and
a hot pursuit, of more than possible success, made by
the American army, was due entirely to the bold
front, the vigilance and bravery of the light troops
covering the retreat.

On the 14th, Major Glegg again writes to Mr.
Powell, from headquarters, Bensley's:

"Ian obliged to, send you hasty but very iimpor-
tant details of our proceedings. Your consideration
must make the necessary allowance. We arrived
here (Bensley's) on the l2th, after undergoing a very
'harassing march for our poor fellows, particularly the
numerous sick, whose pallid countenances cut me to
the quick. The elements were inost unkind during
our retreat, but anything was plasing after quitting
that sink of disease on the Twelve Mile Creek, where
an inactive residence had nearly annihilated as fine a
body of men as were ever led against an enemy. Our
men are comparatively comfortable in this position.
They~ are all under cover, but of course barns will
not last much longer. Considerin.all things, the
casualties of our retreat havé 'béen very trifling.
Fortunately the enemy did- not pursue us. Colonel
Murray brought up the rear with the 100th and
Light Company of the King's, and he is still at the
Forty Mile, merely waiting until the bateaux- with
the sick have passed it. He will then fall back upon
Stony Creek, watching the two roads on the right
and left of that place.

" Of our further movements I can give you no cer-
tain information at present. A: plain statement of
our situatio has been transmitted to.Kingston and

'i
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Montreal, and the wisdon of others must decide the
ultimate fate of this once efficient army. At all
events nothing will be done, unless compelled by the
enemy, before our sick are sent off."

According to the records of the. 49 th, that regiment
marched for the Forty Mile Creek on October 2nd,
embarked in bateaux for York on October 4th, and
re-embarked for Kingston on the 5th, reaching that
place on the 1lth; yet Major Glegg writes on the 14th,s
without inaking any reference to the departure of his
own regiment, or of 'its having been sçparated froni
the main body before their retreat from the frontier.

The rest in bar'racks in the inore comfortable

quarters afforded theni in Kingston was of short
duration. . When the American army, under the comi-
inand of General Wilkinson, crossed the St. Lawrence
below Kingston éarly in Novembir, the 49th was
brigaded with the 89th and detaghments of the Cana-
dian Fencibles and Voltigeurs,.the whole under the
command of Colonel Plenderleath, and sent to watch
the movements of the enemy.

On the 1lth, the .battle of Chrysler's Farm was
fought, but of it FitzGibbon gives no detail. He was
still-with his old regiment, as h- distinctly says that.
he did not join the Glengarry Fencibles, in which his
promotion had given hiin a company, until January,
1814. He remained with the 49th until that regi-

ment reached Monatreal on December 16th, and joined

the Fencibles at Kingston, where they were quartered
in January, 1814.
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* Letter to Sir Augustus d'Este, May, 1841..
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CHAPTER VII.

HE campaign of 1814 was begun soon after the
opening of navigation. The first important
engagement was the attack upo:i Oswego on

May 6th, in which the light-conpanies of the Glen-
garry Regiment were attached to De Watteville's
reginent.

The landing in the face of a shower of 'grape and
round shot, followed by the storming of the hill and
capture of the batteries, was a brilliant affair.· The
Glengarries,.who covered the left flank of the troops
i-n the advance, added a share in the honors of one
more victory to their former reputation.

The regiment remained stationed in Kingstonuntil
early in June, when they were again ordered to York,
and in July were sent forward to the Niagara frorr-
tier,,there to take part in the " most active and severe

campaigns of any during the war. - But it afforded no

opportunity of doing anything individually," -writes
FitzGibbon. "I was almost constantly employed in
the advance, and the Glengarry Regiment forming
part of the small brigade under Colonel, (now Sir
Thomas) Pearson, he was best acquainted with me
that summer, and to him I would gladly refer for
his opinion of me." *
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On the 5th of July the enemy, three thousand strong
were repulsed with spirit by a small British force from
Fort Mississauga, and Major-General Riall urged the
advance of troops frôm York to enable him to act
upon the offensive, "while the iilitia and Indians
are flushed -with their success, and their enthusiasim
against the enemy is still burning with indignation
at the wanton destruction of houses arid property at
St. Davi.d's, every house between Queenston and the
Falls having been burned by them."*

Information was obtained from deserters (one of
whom candidly acknowledges " a -fear of hard fight-
ing" as his reason for deserting) of the advance of
the enemy upon Fort George,tseven or eight thousand
strong, w;ith heavy guns and mortars: of the building
of the batteries at Youngstown and other points to
bear upon the forts and prevent the advance of gun-
boats to their assistance: of the confidence of success
which animated the enemy's ranks owing to their
suerior numbers. This information is conveyed in
detail to Major-General Drummond in Major 'Riall's
despatches of this date.

It is not my intention to enter into the details of

* Canadian Archives.
aFort George had been occupied by General Murray when evacu-

ated by McClure on December 12th, 1813, wiô, on the 9th, had
committed the dastardly outrage.of burning thê-town of Newark
(Niagara) in order to prevent the British being able to winter in
Fort George. Fort Niagara had been ,takén by assault on Decem-
ber 18th, and a bitter revenge wreaked on the American frontier in
retaliation for the burning of Niagara.
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the defending force, the weakness of the British, the
small garrisons, the *sort of .make-shifts of guns
mounted in Fort George,. the anxiety caused by the
short-sighted policy of one of our officers in permit-
ting the Anericani Indians to attend a council meet-
ing held- by those allied to the British, ",thereby
arousing inuclidissatisfac.tion amongst our9 Indians
and western people."

Thé delay/.in the :rrival of thé nruch-needed rein-,
forcements created »fear lest the ardor of the militia
for revenge should cool, or their numbers be. decreased
by the necessity of returning to-their farms to cut
the hay receiving damage already front neglect.

Major-deneral Riall does not exaggerate the situa-
tion when he speaks of himself as "being in a very
unpleasant predicament." He had not sufficient men
or guns at his command:to relieve-Fort George without
end4ngering the safety of the whole pi-ovince.. He
could not proceed against the enemy in one direction
without the risk 'of being outflanked. and sùrrounded
on the one hand, or of losing the forts on the other:

Lieut.-Colonel Tucker, who was in command at
Fort George, had watched with intense interest and
apprehension the great preparations being made by

* -tie enemy to"attack it. The report of i{e engineers
who had been sent some time previously to inspect
the condition of the defences of that important post,
was unfavorable.. Fort George was not in a condition
to withstand a cannonade. he neeessity for re-
inforcements and concer .mea3ures, to enable the

8e

I

REINFORCEMENTS NEEDED. 121

- $

ma



A VETERAN OF 1812.

British to attack the, enemy before their offensive
works were completeJ, was imminent. The enemy
had crossed,the River Niagara, had erected and were
still erecting further batteries, from which they iiìght
attack the fort, or cover their retreat if. they were
repulsed. Major-General Drunmond hacl pushed on
all the forée at his comand, and, was hastening him-
self to support Generals Riall. and Tucker. He had
sent on the Glengarry Regiment in advance, and* on
the 22nd efind General Riall again reiterat-
ing the necessity of haste and of all available support.

e gleaned fron letters now in
the Canadian Archives, but I must endeavor to con-
fine myseif as -inuch as is possible to those only in
which FitzGibbon is.nentioned.

"TWELVE MILE CREEK, JUl? 22nd, 1814.
" SI,-IJ had the honor to write to you this morn-

ing by Captain Jarvis, and enclosed you aletter I had
froma Lieut.-Colonel Tucker, stating hisapprehensions
for the safety of Fort George, f-rom the vast prepara-
tions the enemy seenied to be employed in making
for its reduction, and urging me tò advance 'imme-
diately-to its relief. About 3 o'clock p.m., I received
a report from Captain FitzGibbon of the Glengarry
Regiment, whom J had sent out with a party for the
purpose of reconnoitring and gaining information of
the enemy's intentions, that he had withdrawn from
his position before Fort George, and was again falling
back upon Queenston. From the top of the hill over
that place, where- Captain FitzGibbôn was, he was

enable? to -ee his·whole force, which Was -in column -

etending from near ti e age to De Puisaye's house.
r - J
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The waggons and baggage seened to be halted t
Brown's. When Captàin FitzGibbon left the hili,
which he was obliged to do by the advance of a body
of cavalry and riflemen, the column was moving
towards St. David's, and when about a thousand
centred into that direction, it was halted. Captain
FitzGibbon was ý obliged ¯to retire with his party
through St. David's,.and was pursued about a mile
upon the road leading from thence to this place. I
understañd soine riflemen have advanced to within
a mile of the Ten Mile Creek, which is the rendezvous
for Lieut.-Colonel Tarry's brigade of militia. That
officer has been indefatigable in his exertions, and has
acquired great influence with the militia. I have
directed Lieut.-Colonel Pearson to detach two com-
panies of the Glengarry Regiment to his support, and
he has beside a considerable nunber of Indiaus with
him."-(General Riall to Major-General Drummond,
Canadian Archives.)

The battle of Lundy's Lane was one of the hardest
fought and most important engagements of the war.
Waged at night, in darkness and against a superior
force, augmented by relays of fresh troops, it was a
hand-to-hand conflict, and nobly did the British hold
their ground. The particulars of the struggle have so
of.en been recounted, that I need not dwell upon
-them 1xereé The Glengarry Regiment Lad been sent
in advance to reconnoitre the American camp at Chip-
pewa, and watch the uiovements of the enemy. They
occupied the high giound near Lundy's .Lane, and
were.given 4the post they had-eecupied belore-the
right wing of the army, At first the principal attack

LUNDY'S LANE. 123
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was sustained by the left and centre, bu before the
close of the engagement the right had tir share of
the fighting. On the defeat and retreatof e enemy,
who were in such haste to, return to Fort Erie that
they threw the greater part of their camping equipage
and provisions into the rapids, the light troops were
detached in pursuit.

In General Drunmnond's report of the battle, he
speaks of thé Glengarry Regiment as displaying
"most valuable qualities as light troops." (Des-
patches, July 26th, 1814.)

A sharp affair of outposts took place between the

pickets of the rival camps before Fort Erie on the
8th of August.

The enemy threw out the whole of his' riflemen
into the woods for the purpose of driving out the
British Indians. At first they appeared to be success-
ful. • The Indians retired .rapidly on the advance pick-
ets, carrying them with them. The retreat, was, how-.
everk only temporary. The Glengarry7 Regiment ad-
vanced with promptit-de nd great spirit, and, being
supported by the reserve, the Americans were driven
back and the advànce post re-established. In this
engagement the regiment had two men killed, seven
wounded, one taken prisoner and -two reported as

issing...
" I-cannot forbear," writes L eut.-General Drum-

mond, from his headquarter mp before Fort Erie,
onAu the 12th, "takin this occasion of express-

*Canadian Archives, 685, page 47,



A RtEQUEST FOR'LEAVÈ.

ing to your Excellency rny most marked approbation
of the uniform exemplary good conduct of the Glen-
garry Light Infantry a cI-ncorporated Militia-the
former under the comman&0f Lieut.-Colonel Batters-
by, and the latter under Major Kirby. These two
corps have constantly been in close contact with the
enemy's outposts and riflemen during the Severe
service of the ilast fortnight. Their steadiness and
gallantry, as well as their superiority as light troops,
have on every occasion .been conspicuous.".. Yet it
vas just.at this time that one of the officers of the
Glengarry Regiment asked for leave.

The story of FitzGibbon's. narriage has been told
so often as- a romantic -incident of a soldier's life by
those who heard it at second or third hand from his.
fellow-soldiers, that it is difficult to ascertain the
cortails of time and distance with sufficient
accuracy t put the story into print. I can find no
record of it among his papers, yet my readers will
readily recognize that- a man of FitzGibbon's char-
acter would be of all men the nost unlikely to tell
it on paper, although by -a friendly fireside it might
be frequently alluded to aiong those who were his
companions in arms at the front.

FitzGibbon was certainlywith his regiment during
the whole campaign, with the exception of the few
days for which, to the astonishment of his colonel,
lie asked leave, asking without giving any reason
for ssuch an apparently unreasonable request. It is
safe, perhaps, to say that no other officer but Fitz-

12 5
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Gibbon would have had such a request granted. His
reputation as a capable officer and for great personal
bravery stood his friend.*

Hlis word that the need of leave was important to
him, th1)4e would return before any decisive battle
was fought and his presence required, was sufficient.
Permission was given, and the soldier set off to meet
his bride.

Despatches were sent to the Commander-in-Chief
at Kingston on the 8th of August, and again on the
10th. Whether FitzGibbon was the bearer of either
we have no means of ascertaining, but he èertainly
found some means of sending a private despatch by one
or either of them to the girl he was engaged to marry.

*Lieut. -Colonel Bullock in his "Operations of the Army under
General Wolfe," published in the columns of the Caanadian Loyalit
and Spirit' of 1812, Kingston, June 13th, 1844, tells the following
anecdote of FitzGibbon apropos of the bursting of shells from the
enemy's guns:

"Those shells are very dangerous customers, and yet they some-
times afford amusement, for I remember in August, 1814, Colonel
FitzGibbon and myself were on picket together near our batteries
before Fort Erie, he with his company of the Glengarry Light
Infantry, and I with my Grenadiers of the 41st. The batteries and
Fort Erie were exchanging fire. It was a fine summer day, and we
were seated on the grôund amidst some young second-growth oak
frees. FitzGibbon was quoting with great volubilitsome parts of
the 'Rejected Addresses,' when suddenly a shell burst. in-the air
close to us, and my brave friend's tongue received an immediate
check, and no wonder, for the fragments of shell made an awful
clatter among the trees.; we were fortunate enough to remain
uninjured, and away went my friend again at the 'Rejected
Addresses,' as rapidly as ever. Such is courage."
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He bade her meet him in Adolphustown, then an
important little town on the road between Kingston
and York.*

Landing at the Carrying-place, he rode'sixty miles
to the church door. On Sunday, the 14th of August>
he vas married to Mary Haley, by the Rev. George
O'Kill Stewart, the Church of England minister at
Kingston, by license, in the presence of Gavin H.
Hamilton and R. MacKay.

The lknot tied, the soldier said farewell to his wife
on the church steps, and rode back to keep his word
to his colonel.

The condition of affairs on the frontier, hard fight-
ing, privation and sickness being the inevitable order

In an editorial column of, the same paper from which the above
is taken is the following paragraph:

"Under the head of ' Operations of Wolfe's~ army before Quebec,'
the conclusion of which will be found in the first page, there is an

.anecdote given by the gallant author (C. J. Bullock) which fully
bears out the character for resoluteness and. sang-froid ever
attributed to the old Forty-ninther. Those only, however, ill
feel an interest in the anecdote who have ever seen a shell forced
from an enemy into the heart of his own position. The4, on the.
contrary, whose knowledge of the effect of shells is confined to a
few field days when men play at soldiers, cannot be expected to
understand either the danger to which Colonel FitzGibbon was
exposed, or-the piquancy of the composure he manifested on this
occasion.

* Adolphustown was settled almost entirely by the U. E. Ioyal-
ists, who came over from the opposite shore of the lake- upon the
Declaration of Independence. It boasted of a court house and
registrar, and still possessesone of the oldest churches, if not
indeed the oldest, iri the Province.

Ëi
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of the day: his regiment being always sent to the
front, and the officers exposed to constant.danger the
possibility, indeed, the probability, of .an American
bullet finding a billet in his breast, and the girl lie
loved being thus left unprovided for, seemed-to Fitz-
Gibbon am*ile justification for suh an extraordinary
and rona+t tep. If lie fell, as his widow she would
be entitled to a pension and thus be provided for.

The notes and letteri froin which I have taken the
principal incidents of FitzGibbon's life were written
after his wife's death; there is no particular mention
of her in them. Always delicate., the tragic-death of
one of their sons in 1834 was a blow from which she
never recovered. She died in Toronto, on March 22nd,
1841, and was- laid beside her brother-in-law, Simon
Washburn, in St. ,James' churchyard. His tomb-
stone is still to be seen close un'der the walls of the
eart aisle.

There are two or three fragments of loving letters
extant, written during their rare separations from
each other, but none of any interest to~the public.

From several books in my possession, such as the
"Beauties of Hervey," on the fly-leaf of which is
written her name and the words, "From a friend in
the 49th, Quebec," and in ink of a Tater dat, the
initials, "J. F. G.," Mrs. FitzGibbon must have been
a woman of some taste and education. She was not
a society.woman, and is only remembered among the
few remaining friends as one whose health kept her
a close prisoner to the house. FitzGibbon always



THE CAMP BEFORE PORT ÈRIE.

spoke of her with sadness and loving ity: her eldest
son with the devotion of one to x ioin she had been
a good mother and a tender depndent charge.

The privations suffered by the troops, the want
of provisions, ammunit:on and clothing, had begun

to assume alarming proportions by. the 18th of
August, 1814.

Constant skirmishes with the enemy, the wanton
destruction of the crops, the harrying of the settlers'
cattle and burning of their barns, stores and iills,
roused the strongest feeling against the Americans,
and kept the force camped before Fort Erie con-
stantly on the alert., The erection. of batteries to be
directed against Fort Erie or reinforcemnents from.
the American shore occupied every available man.and
moment. The light troops were employed constantly
in .the advance to protect the men at work. Early
in September the rain set in with such violence that
the discômfort of the men was much increased. The
rôads were rendered almost impassable fo.r artillery.
The enemy had been largely reinforced from the
opposite shores and had an ample supply of ammuni-
tion, while the weakened British force were reduced
to counting their rounds and were in hourlyiantici-
patioti of attack. This was indeed ardently desired
by men and orncers alike. Too weak to assume the
offensive, they yet - felt themselves equal to resisting
an attack and proving t9 the enïemy that they still
had British soldiers and~British pluck against them.

General Drummond speaks about this period of the
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campaign, as one "which has been marked by a
series of unlucky circuinstances, as well as, of late,
by severe hardships and pr:vations on the part of the
troops, who, I am most happy in reportihg, have borne
them with the utmost cheerfulness·and have evinced
a degree of steadiness and spirit highly honorable
to them."

FitzGibbon was sent to Kingston in September
with despatches from. the camp before Fort Erie,
which resulted in Major-General Stovin being ordered
to Lieut.-General Drummond's support. In a letter
now among the papers buried in the Militia Depart-
ment at Ottawa, FitzGibbon is spoken of as being in
charge of a convoy with stores and necessaries for the
front. In another and later letter he is addressed
as "in command of theincorporated militia now on
the frontier at Niagara."

There are probably other letters among these buried
records in which FitzGibbon's name occurs, but the
bundles being as yet unsorted, I was not allowed
further access to them.

FitzGibbon accompanied Major-General Stovin
when he joined Drunnond on September 17th. On
the 19th, the Americans attacked the batteries so
recently^erected by the British, "the fire from which
annoyed them much." (Despatch to Washington.)

The attack was made under cover of a heavy.fire
from their artillery, and with their whole force,
amounting to 'about five thousand men. The state of
the roads and the torrents of rain falling at the time



IIARD IGHTING.

enabled them to succeed in turning the right of the
line of pickets without being perceived. A simul-
taneous attack being made on the batteries, they
penetrated as far as No. 4 picket.

" I myself," writes Drummond, " witnessed the good
order and spirit with which the Glengarry Light In-
fantry under Lieut.-Colonel Battersby pushed into
the wood, and by their superior fire drove back the
enemy's light troops." (Canadian Archives.) - .

Lielit.-Colonel Pearson, with the Glengarry Light
Infantry under Lieut.-Colonel Battersby, pushed for-
ward by the centre road, attacked and carried with
great gallantry the .new entrenchment then in full
possession of the enemy. (Ibid.) The British line of
pickets was again established as it had been before
the attack.

The American general, writing from Fort Erie,
speaks of this sortie as one " which, as respects ha d
fighting, is -not excelled by any one since the wa
The American loss was much greater-than the British,
the loss of officers being exceptionally great. The
situation on the Niagara frontier was critical. The
enemy were increasing their force at every point, and
had evèn induced their mi.itia tô cross t Fort Erie
to the number of three thousand.

Fort Niagara had been so damaged by the incessant
rain as to render it unfit to resist an attack. The
difficulty of obtaining provisions was increasing." Am-
munition was short; the men in need of clôthing,
many of therM in rags, and entire companies without
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shoes; the roads so bad that the heavy ordnance could
not be noved without great difficulty: their. ca1lps
pitched literally in the water·on a swampy ground4;
the nights growing cold, the early mornings frosty,
and sickness increasing; cônstant vigilance, frequent
roll calls, and skirmishes with the enemy harassing
the men. The sickness among the troops increased
to an alarming extent, while an incessant downpour of
thirteen consecutive days rendered the camp a lake
in the midst of a thick wood.

The extreme wretchedness caused by these circum,
strnces determined Lieut.-General Druinnond to order
a retreat towards Chippewa, to about a mile f rom
their present camping-gro,.nd, where, "if attacked,
better ponditions would enable the brave handful of
troops which I command to at least have the advan-
tage of fighting on groid somewhat open." (Gen.
Drummond's despatch, Sept. 21st.)

The retreat was well executed, disturbed merely by
the advance of the enemy' pickets, who were driven
back by the British, and'-the new camp occupied on
the,22nd. Here, too, we find the Glengarry Regiment
forming part of the advance, in case the enemy
"should attempt to penetrate towards Chippewa in
force," to- guard and prevent the enemy crossing
Black Creek." (Archives, page 268.).

-Reports of the enemy having received large rein-
forcements of regular * troops reaching him, General
Drummônd decided to further concentraté his force
'behindGChippewa, and with the adyance composed of
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the Light Companies· of the 6th, 82nd, and 97th
reginents -under Major Stewart, the Glengarry Light
Infantry, a squadron of the 9th Dragoons, ,and one
gun, the whole under the command of Lieut.-Colonel
Battersby, be prepared " to withstand any attack he
(the enemy) miight make upon the- position."

The movements of the enemy and the ruiored
extent of his reinforcements rendered it prudent to
withdraw the defending force yet nearer to Chippewa,
although advance posts were still left a little in front
of Black Creek. These advance posts were "fifty

ien of the Glengarry Light Infantry.". The remainder
of the regiment were stationed at Street's Grove.

-(Canadian Archives, C. 686.)
"On the evening of the 13th, the enemy advanced

to Black Creek, and having 'effected the passage of
that creek during the night, he continued his advance
as far as Street's Grove on the following morning,
the Glengarry Light Infantry retiring before him
,with the utmost regularity. A line of pickets was
taken up at a short distance in front of the téte de
pont, and occupied until the morning, when they
were obliged to retire into ·the. works before the
whole of the·enemy's army." (Ibid. p. 31.)

The fire from his guns continued the whole (ay,
but at-night he retired to his camp at Street's Grove.
During the 16th, he continued to , eploy columns of
infantry in front of the British position at the mouth
of the Chippewa, without, however, venturing within
the range of the guns. About one o'clock on the 17th,
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his troops disappeared. Pickets were îniniediately
thrown out, and both cavalry and infantry pushed in
different direction to reconnoitre. The eneiny had
abandoned Stref s% Grove and retired to Black Creek.
The steadiness ,0the retreat of the. Glengarry Regi-
ment, and the position of 1 e British being stronger
than they, had anticipated, as well as the rumored
approach of the British fleet -on the lake, were th

probablè causes of this sidden retreat on the part f
the Americans.

On the 18tì, a large body moved up Black C eek
in the direction of Cook's Mills, on Lyon's C eek.
The Glengarry Light Infantry are here.again o the

· front.. They, with seven companies'of the'82 were
immediately sent in that direction. Upon thé receipt
of further tidings of the enemy's force and/probable
intentions, the 100i Reginient, and the/three re-
maining companies oY the 82nd, with on gun, were

750, Colonel Meyers was ordered to ".f el the enemy
ve;ry closely."

Colonel Meyerscrie u isitctions, and,. in
his letter to Major-General Drumni nd, speaks very

highly of the conduct of the Glenga ry Infantry. "I
found the enemy's advance," he wr*tes, " with a strong

support, posted on the right ban of 'a-ravine which
runs to Lyon's Creek,a small di#ance from'the-mills.
A part of the Glengarry Regi4ent turned down a
sinall wood, which covered t e. front of the enemy,
and crossed the head of th rine, whilst the remain
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der passed through the wood. By this movement the
enemy's light troops were driven back in admirable
style, whilst à part of his force crossed Lyon's Creek
for thé purpose of annoying our left. Having chiefly
the recognizance in view, and finding that object not
to be attainable by a forward movement. from the
thickness of the woods, T retired the Glengarry Regi-
ment, and fell back a small distance in the hope of
drawing the enemX forth to*the open ground, añd, if
circumstances would justify it, to bring him to a more
general action." (Canadian Archives.)

The force thus coaxed into action or skirmish, from
which they styf'ered greatly, amounted. to from 1,500
to 2,000. "he conduct of the Glengarry Regiment
during the campaign- has been so conspicuous, that
Lieut.-Colonel Battersby and the officemand men of the
corps can receive little furtiti praise from any report
of ·mine, but on this occasion I cannot refrain from
adding my humble tribute of applause to their earned
fame." (Colonel Meyers' lettei.)

This was replied to-by a letter to the troops from
the Lieut.-General, thanking them for their gallant
behaviour.

In the General Orders of -October '22nd, the regi-
ment is.brigaded with Major-General De Watteville's,
and formed att Street's.

The-success of -Colonel Meyers' rec aaissance're-
sulted in the retreat of ,the. American rmy.

The American commander;~Geneil - Brown, had
detached i' o of his regixnents tô eover ,his retreat
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from Cook's Mills; and so well had the Glengarry

Regiment "felt themn " that theyyretreated in haste to

the shelter of th.e guns the ,state- of the roads had

prevented. their bringing with them, without stopping

to burn the mills; or pausing to hazard the engage-

ment their pursuers were so anxious to provoke.

Falling back over the heights opposite Black Rock,

they crossed over to'their own shores, leaving only a
few hundred in Fort Erie. Although General Drum-

môind was able to report, all the positions held by the

British troops in good order, he ,was too well aware

of the critical state of affairs, the want of provisidis,

the state of the-roads,and the uncertainty of Sir James

Yeo's movements on the lake, to heed the letterst- %oi

headquarters urging. him "not to let the season' pass

without striking some decisive blow."
The reteat of-the American army might well have

been construed as a feint to draw the British on; that

by turning their position and outflanking them, they

might obtain by strategy what they had failed to

accomplish by -force. The British, however, were too

well aware of the numerical superiority of their enemy
tô' either imàgine such a course necessary or doubt

the reality of their retreat.
General Drummond had faith in his adiance pickets,

in the vigilance of hiofficers, and in the impression,
the valor of his light troops had made upon the

eneiny. 4
A rumor reaching the commanding1 officer that the

enemy were about to evacuate Fort Erie, FitzGibbon

MA
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was detached with a small party to reconnoitre at
closer quarters.

True to his usual custom of going- hinself to the
front when there was any risk of capture,- or the
information acted upon being incorrect, FitzGibbon
posted his party in the wood, and rode'forward alone
to within a few yards of the- fort. There appearing
to be none of the usual signs of activity or life within
its walls, he ventured nearer, and entering the fort
rode through every part of it.

The eneiûy had evacuated it only a few hours be-
fore, having. blown up the works.and in every other
respect completely dismantled and destroyed it, leav-
ing nothing but ten or twelve kegs of .damaged
musket ball and eartridge. (Canadian Archives.)

The Glengarry. Regiment -was destinéd for York,
to be .quartered there during the 'winter, but the
movements of. the enemy made it necessary to retain
a force on the frontier. Fit:Gibbon's company was
stationed at.Turkey Point.

Although the war was practically over, the country
along the frontier and throughout the Niagara penin-
sula had been so desolated, and was still in such a
defenceless condition, a prey to bands of marauding
freebooters, that the Glengarry Regiment had still
some exercise for its abilities as light troopshin pur-
suing these wretches and protecting the inhabitants.

Upon the official declaration of the peace in March,
the'Glengarry Régiment was stationed at York.

The knowledge of woodland warfare acquired dur-
9

I I
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ing these two campaigns on the frontier of Canada,
bore fruit in after years in a paper. written for the
advice of his second son, when In 1840 he obtained
for him a commission in the 24th Regiment (see
Appendix VI.), then serving in Canada.

The "Hints," as he calls the letter, were. printed for
private circulation among his soldierk friends. The
following letter from Sir John Harvey, at that time
Lieut.-Governor of New Brunswick, is an acknow-
ledgment of one'of these sheets:

"GOVERNMENT HoUSE,
"NEw BRUNSWICK, October 29th, 1840.

"My. DEAR SIR,-It will always afford me, as it has
ever done, very sincere satisfaction to hear of your
welfare and of· the high degree,.of. ,teem and respect
which your public and private woi-th appears to have
obtained for you, on the part not only of the author-
ities under which you have acted, but of the com-
munity in which you have lived.

"I have not forgtn, nor am I capable of forget-
ting, how admirably y6ù justified my selection'of you
for a difficult and hazardous service-one from the
able and successful accomplishment of which both the
country and yourself reaped honor and advantage .

" I thank you for the paper you have sent, but
more for the warm expression of your friendly good-
wishes, and accept mine for yourself and all your
family, and believe me very faithfully yours,

"J. HARVEY.
"ÇOL. FITzGIBBON,

"TQronto,"
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CHAPTER VIII.

EFORE the disbanding of, the Glengarry Fen-
ëibles, then stationed at York, in 1816, the
Adjutant-General of Militia in Upper Canada -

offered FitzGibbon a position in his vfice at £125
per annum.

Although the salary was sinall, FitzGibbon gladly
accepted it. Having no private means to draw upon
when extra expenditure was required, the purchase
of his uniform and horse, when first appointed to the
adjutancy of the 49th, formed the nicleus of debt
from which he was not entirely free until within a
a few years of his death.

Generous, impulsive, and sanguine to a fault, Fitz:-
Gibbon could take' no thought for the needs of the
morrow when those possible contingencies were
likely to fall upon himself. He could close ither
his door, his þurse, nor his kindly helpful sympathy
to anyone ; he would give away his last penny, share
his last crust, rather than turn a deaf ear to one in
need of either." -H used his influence Vo futrther the
interests of others, without considering for.a moment
that he was thereby jeopardizing his own. fHis sans
guine temperament always 'brightened, the distant
horizon, although the clouds.overhead.might be black
and lowering. Simple in his living, of great physical

1



strength and sound health, his.creed was comprised in
the brief maxim, " Trust in God-and do good to your
neighbor." Full of gratitude himself, he had faith in
the gratitude· of others. Knowing that the, country
owed him much, he never doubted that sooner or
later the debt would be paid. How this confidence
was misplaced and the reward of his work denied
him, is the saddest part of his biography. Disap-
pointment embittered for a time his warm-hearted,
enthusiastic nature. The gradually increasing require-
ments of a growing family, the accumulation of debt,
the petty annoyances of the office, -springing from
the incapacity or ignorance of those above him,
and the 'absence of generosity on the 'part of some

- whom le had .served in spite of themselves, fretted
his excitable nature almost to the verge of insanity.
His self-unconsciousness 'and frequent disregard of

appearances gained him the i-eputàtion at one time
of being "just· a little cracked" ln the eyes of the
dullards among his contemporaries.

This, -however, belongs. to a later period of his
biography. At presënt all was hopeful, happy with
his wife and youngchildren. Conscious of the value
and capabilities of the new country, and of the field
it might be made for the exercis of the talents,

energies or loyalty of its population; finding pleîty
to do to occupy his time, and being among the men
and friends with whom he had fought for the country
of his .enforced adoption, FitzGibbon was then fairly
çQntent with his position and prospects.
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ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL.

-He lived at this time in a white house within the
precincts of the fort, a house which J believe at one
time foried part of the barracks. It has often been
pointed out to me;as a child, as the house in which his
eldest son was born. It is still standing.

In 1819, finding the snall salary from the office lie
held -insufficient to support a faimily, lie resigned it
and devoted himelf to the business of a land agent,
*hich brought, in larger returns. He also held the
office ofAdministrator of the Oath of Allegiance.

In 1820, he was appointed one of the Justices of
the Peace in the Home District. His nane appears
frequently in the records of the Quarter Sessions,
during the succeeding years.

In 1821, lie was again offered an appointment in
the Adjutant-General's office, but refused to accept it
unless the salai-y was- increasëd to ten shillings a day,
thiat'being the sum receivel by the senior clerks in
t'he other departments.

The Adjutant-.General appliell to Sir Peregrine
Maitland, and' an orcder-in-council Was passed to

grant the sum. FitzGibbon then accepted the post,
retaining the privilege of .administering the oath of
allegiance with its attendant fees.

In the following year, 1822, a readjustment of
salaries was made - in the department. FitzGibbon
vas raised to the position of. Assistant Adjutant-
General, Put, to his intense indignation, his salary
was reduced instead of being raised. The revenue at
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the disposal of the, Provincial Government was small,
and in order to increase the salarIthe Adjutant-
General, a decrease in those of the officials below him
was necessary. FitzGibbon xvas unfortunate enough
to -be the principal sufferer. Although justly incënsed
at such treatment, and at the injustice of putting
him in a position requiring greater expenditure, while
lessening the means of defraying it, FitzGibbon,
believing it must be remedied, retained the post.

I have hitherto said nothing of FitzGibbon as a
Freemason, although his name is intimately associated
with the work of Masonry in Upper Canada. -He
had been made a Mason in and a member of the
military lodge in Quebec, in 1803, when stationed
there .with Colonel Brock and the 49th. In the
minutes of this Lodge No. 40, A. Y. M., held on August
12th, 1813, at Petrie's Hotel, Quebec, is the follow-
ing congratulatory notice of FitzGibbon's success at
Beavèe Dam:

' The recent eivents that bear testimony of. the pro-
fessional abilitiesof Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th

S1Regiment, will be duly appreciated by his country,
and the soldier receive a recompense worthy of the
laurels he has earned.

"All that concerns the reputation or interest of a
brother Miason merits the attention of the fraternity
in general, and becomes more immediately interesting
to that Masonic Lodge to which-he may have belonged.
The members of Lodge No. 40 feel that they are
called upon to express their admiration of the judg-



hient and bravery of Lieut. FitzGibbon, who they
have had thý satisfaction of taking by the hand às a
meinber of their society, and they unanimoisly desire
he will accept their fervent wishes that fortune may
continue to afford hjin opportunities which his pro-
fessional talents and manly character'can iiprove to
the advantage of his country and his own reputation.

"Resolved unanimously, that a copy. of the fore-
going minute, signed by the -officers of the lôdge, be
transmitted to Lieut. FitzGibbon of the 49th Regi-
ment.

(Signed) THOMAS STOTr, W.W.,
Lodge No. 40.

WM. MCCABE, S.W., No. 40.
PIERRE DOUCET, J.W.
WILL. GIBSON, Secy. No. 40."

In 1822, when Simon McGillivray, the special craft
envoy of the Duke of Sussex, the Grand Master of
England, came to' Canada to reorganize. the craft,
which had fallen into a sonñewhat shattere& condition
after the death. of 'R.W. Bro. Jarvis, the Provincial
Grand.Master, he·selected FitzGibbon as the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master. It was a position of great
honor, and 'his conduct of the affairs of. the craft,
particularly exemplified in his courteoùs bearing, his
attention to the work and the excellent address which
he -prepared and gave to the craft, will forever keep
his name bright in the annals of the fraternity in
this country.

As an instance of his thoughtfulness for his brethren

MASONIC IONORS. 14g
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in the hour of trouble, the story is told, and though,
as I have said in a former page, there is no written
record of. it amông his papers, it is one.that is gener-
ally believed among the fraternity, who possibly have
traditional data for it, and there is no reason why it
should not be true. It is to the effect- that on the
day of the surrender at Beaver Dam, FitzGibbon
discovered that two of the American officers, Lieut.-
Colonel Bærstler and Dr. Young, were members of a
Masonic Lodge in New York city, and for the sake
of the brotherhood, which they mutually loved, he
displayed towards theim after the surrender many
kindly courtesies which made that dark day for our
4merican friends less unhappy than it would other-
wise have been.

From the advance sheets of "Freemasonry in On-
tario," by Mr. J. Ross Robertson, Past Grand Master
of the Order, I have been permitted to ma-ke the
following extracts which refer to the work of Fitz-

I. Gibbon as a craftsman. His letter was written after
· his acceptance of the office, and the testimonial which

accompanied it was one-of which he might well be
proud. -Both the Lieutenant-Governor and his ,Sec
retary, Captain Hillier, were members. of the craft.
They knew the purpose for wh-ich the certificate was
requred, and were satisfied-that the fraternity was
being placed in good hands'under the charge of Fitz-
Gibbon.

The labors of years were nearing completion in



the latter days of 1821. With a due sense of th
responsibility involved, and an evident appreciation
of the honor conferred, Bro. James FitzGibbon, of
York,.acceded to the request and accepted the nomin-
ation of Provincial Grand Master. His letter of
acceptance, couched in courteous and fraternal words,
was a<ddressed to the Grand Secretary of England.
Bro. FitzGibbon writes:

"YORK, UPPER CANADA,
"Décember 8f£h, 1821.

"R ight Worshipful Sir and Brother:
"Having accepted the, offer of a recommendation

to the very honorable -and responsible sitûation of
Provincial Grand Mastei- in this Province, I do myself
the honor of addressing you upon the occasion.

"Although J am not devoid of ambition, J beg to
e#nre you that J am not influenced by that feeling

ir -cquiescing in the wishes of my brethren. J have
gven their request .my best consideration, and have
complied with it from a sense of duty and from a
feeling of gratitude.

"J, am not insensible the many and important
duties which J would assume, and I know that at
present I am not well qualified to discharge those

duties. But having had some experience of what
zeal and perseverance can do, J am emboldened to
hope that, with.the-assistance and kind indulgence of
the brethren, my humble efforts in their service may
not be altogether unprofitable; and that by our united
efforts the char-acteristic harmony of the craft will
be restored, and the reputation of Freemasonry in
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this province become not ojily irreproaehable- but
honorable.

"JI have the honor to be,
Right worshipful sir,

"Your faithful and obedient
"Servant and brother,

"JAMEs FITzGIBBON.
' To R.W. BRO. EDWARD HARPER, EsQ.,

"Grand Secretarÿ", etc., etc., United Grand
"Lodge of' England, London.

"Since writing the foregoing .letter it has been
suggested to me that some testimonial of my rank
and character should be transmnitted, to be produced
should a question arise orixthese points. I have in
consequence obtained of Sir Peregrine Maitland, our
Lieut.-Governor, a certificate which His Excellency
has been pleased to grant to me, and which I have
the·honor to transmit to.you herewith.

"JAMEs FITzGIBBON.

That Bro.FitzGibbon stood in high esteemh with
the official head of the Province of Upper Canada,'is
attestea iy the following letter of reçommendation:

J Official Seal
-AtArms. f

"By Sir Teregrine Maitland, K.C.B., Lieut.-Gover-
nor of the Province of Upper Canada, Major-General
commanding His Majesty's forces therein, etc., etc.

" To all whom it-ftna/ concern.
"GREETING: I dliereby certify that James Fitz-

* Gibbon, Esq., a captain on half pay, a magistrate in
this province and-& lieut.-colonel of - militia, is a
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faithful servant of His Ma , and of irreproach-
able character.

"Given under my hand and official seal at York, in
Upper Canada, this twelfth day of Deceimber, in the
year of grace one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
one, and of His Majesty's reign the second.

"By His'Excellency's coininand,
"G. HIL LIER.

P. MAITLAND."

On April 23rd, 1823 (St. George's Day), FitzGibbon
was in command of the forces representing the militia
of* Canada, and assembled* before the Governnent
House to receive the colors ordered to be presented
by His Majesty, in token of his appreciation of, and
gratitude to, the militia for t.heir services in the war
of 1812-14.

Immigration and the necessity of encouraging the
influx of population was then, in 1821, '22 and '23,
as inportant a question for U per Canada as it is
to-day for .Manitoba and ·the still unsettled districts
lof our wide Dominion.-

A number'of Irish families from the poorest dis-
tricts in their own laii--well-nigh "wild Irish "-the
majority ignorant of • any language but their own
native· Celtic, had been sent out under the auspices
of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Ûpper Canada, and
had been -settled on land- in the, county of-anark,
where many of them were employed in the construe-

tidn of the Rideau Canal, not far from the town of
Perth.

I
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Unused to the ways of the country, and coming
ou, as many do stil], with extravagant expectations
of fortunes to be made, without the trouble of earning
theni, and with exaggerated ideas of thé privileges"
and freedoin of the New World and absence of the
controlling arm of the law,-this with the national
animosity of Roman Catholies and Protestants among
them, resulted in disturbances and threatened riot..

Alarmed at the aspect of affairs, the magistrates of
Perth applied to Sir Peregrine-Maitland for a detach-
ment of troops to be sent thithei.. .Before coinplying
with.this request, the 'Governor sent for Fitz(Gibbon;
with the result that he begged to be allowed to go
al 'o the district, report up'on. the condition of
affairs, and endeavor to settle the difficulty before
calling out the nilitary.

Confident in his knowled2e of and influence over
his. countryinen, FitzGibbon repaired to the scene.
He made enquiries and investigated the causes of the
dLsturbance, and reiterated his determination not to
resort to arms until alt other means had failed. He
assured the magistrates that the mere appearance of
the military would but serve as -a match-to kindle the
flame, and insisted that not a shot should be fired
until he.had at least spoken to thegligerents.

Arriving at the spot he jumped down into a cut-
ting, where gangs of these "wild Irish " had struck
work and were assembled, one factioni. ade-d by a
big, broad-shouldered giant,'ready for a free fight and
broken heads.
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Facing them -boldly, FitzGibbon poured forth a
volley in their own language, the native Irish, and
before the magistrates reàlized what he was attempt-
ing, the mob had paused to listen, and when he
ceased, both sides cheered him.to the echo. He -then
went among theur, made friends of them, explained
away misunderstandings, which their ignorance of
the .country and of English had originated: expos-,
tulated withý them upon the folly of thinking that
any country could be governed, or order, peace or
.safety to themselves or their property- ensured, with-
out the law being enforced and. imagistrates obeyed,
and ended by standing sponsor for them with the
authorities for their future good behavior.

The result of his efforts was so satisfactory that
such a report was sent to the. Colonial Office 'as
obtained him the personal thanks of Bishop Mac-
Donell upon the return of the latter toCanada. This
was the more satisfactory ýowing to the fact ·that
before FitzGibbon's visit to the Irish settlement, the
report of their riotous lehavior had been communi-
cated to the Colonial Office, and Lor-d Bathurst had
written to Bishop MacDonell, then in Rome, on the
sùbject. The settlers having been sent out by his
advice,-lie was to a certain-ext-ent held responsible for-
the result.

Fifteen years afterwards FitzGibbon had also the
gratification of -receiving from one of the magistrates,
who had been the most anxious for ,the aid of· the
military, the information that, wonderful as it might

I
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appear, not a single instance of riotous behaviour had.
oçcurred in that district since his visit in 1823.

In 1826, riots broke out in the township of Peter-
borough, among the Irish settlements there, and Fitz-
Gibbon was sent to keep the peace ard restore order.
Again was the service accomplished without other
force than his personal influence and individual efforts.

An incident occurred in 1866, in Toronto, which
illustrates his wonderful knowledge of and power
over his countrymen's childlike nature, and the last-
ing impression his efforts made upou their mind and
memory. FitzGibbon's %iaughter-in-law, a widow,
then livingin a little cottage on Dundas Road, almost
opposite the gates of Rusholmé, and one of the very
few houses at the time in that neighborhood, was
sitting up with a sick' child. Probably attracted by
the light in the window, a tipsy Irishman forced his
way int6 the house. Throwing himself into an arm-
chair, he noisily deman'&ed something to eat. Having
no one in the house with her but the children, and
unable to eject him forcibly, Mrs.FitzGibbon thought
the best means of ridding herself of the intruder was
to comply with his demands. The noise made in open-
ing the door of the chiffonniere attracted the unwel-
come visitor's attention. He turned his eyes fulf
upon a large half-length "portrait of Colonel Fitz-
Gibbon in his ùniform. Staggering to his feet, the
man stared, raised his hand to hîs cap in· military
salute, and stammered out:

"Lord Almighty, save us, bUt it is the Kurn lhim-
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self. An' is it in any house belonging to hinisglf I'd
be doin' mischief ? God bless him, but he saved-me
from a bad scrape wanst, an' was a kind frind to me
afther."

Waiving the proffered food aside,:the man.staggered
out, reiterating alternate apologies for his intrusion
and anathemas against himself for " doin' the loike
furninst the Kurnel's very face, God bless him," until
his uncertain steps and muttering accents died away
in the distance, and the grateful old reprobate,- who
thus justified his benefactor's faith in the good in
every human heart, went away into the night.

In 1826, FitzGibbon was gazetted Colonel of the
West York Militia Regiment of Canada. His com-
mission is dated the 2nd January. In the same year
he resigned both his position as Assistant Adjutant-
General and the Provincial Grand Mastership of the
Freemasons of Upper Canada.

Among his papers I find the follo»ving address to
the Orangeminn of Perth and Cavan, showing that he
took a lively interest in the men over whom his
influence had beeni so benefi ally exercised. It is.
printed, but signed in auto aph, and dated York;

ne 18th, 1826:

"To the Orangenien of Cavan and Perth:
"FELLOW-COUNTRYMEd,-I have recently been in-

formed that the Orange Lodges of Cavan and Perth.
intend to march in procession on the 12th of July
next. Havipig for some years past olserved witl
increasing ànxiety the conduct of the twq classes of
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cpr countrymen who ave corne to reside in this pro-
vince, I cannot withhold from you an earnest expres-
sion of the feelings which have been raised in my
mind by ths- information.

'"WhenfheJrish emigrants began to-arrive in Can-
ada, the old -inhabitants .often expressed their fears
that the evils so unhappily rooted in Ireland would
be transplanted ito these hitherto peaceful provinces,
and J could'not help participating in their fears. I
was alNo afraid that even if party strife we-e not
revived, individual Irishmen would be found more
prone to irregular habits than, the other immigrants,
and, such, was also the general opinion in tKis pro-
vince. I cannot express how great my satisfaction
has been to see that my countrymen, individually,
are as orderly and well behaved as I could, under all
the circumstances, have expected of them, nor have
Iany fear for the future, except of the evil which
may possibly grow out Qf the proceedings of the
Orange lodges.

"The organization of the Protestants into societies
får self-defence was in former times, .it appears,
deemed necessary for fheir mutual safety; but those
times are 1fappily fast -passing away; and the wise
and good, of -all parties and of all countries, now
recommend to our countrymen to -practise forbear-
ance and to, cultivate peace and good-will towards
each other.

Without the practice of this forbearance, and the
cultivation of ,this peace and good-will, shall we ven-
ture to call ourselves Christians? No, my friends,
let us not deceive ourselves, but rather let us humble
ourselves before God and pray-fervently pray-for
His good grace to guide us in these times of increas-
ing knowledge, and of peace and security. Who will

I -I
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now pretend that our religion, your persons, or your
property are in d nger ? Not one. no, not one, can
say so with even a hadow of truth. I cannot now,
in this province, see one justifiable reason for your
continuing to go abroad in -processions,,which have
ever been considered by your Catholic fellow-subject
as offensive and insulting to - them in the highes
degree, and which have been regarded by many good
and enlightened men as actually unlawful.

"The law; it is true, might suppress these proces-
sions; but how much more honorable to yourselves,
and pleasing to yôur friends, would it be » for you to»
follow the example of the lodges in Ireland, who,
from a love of peace and a desire to'conciliate thejr
neighbors, have generously resolved to give no more
offence to them?

"J can assure you that the great body of thie
Catholics wish you to take this step towards a good
understanding with them, rather than to have the
law enfoirced against you, and - which, sooner or
later, must be enforced; if it should continue to be
called for.

" I have copied from a London paper- of 30th of
March last, several extracts from the speeches of
some of your best friends and othiers in*the H6use
of Commons, that you may be jnade acquainted with
their sentiments relative to your processions; and I
hope and trust that the reading of these extracts will
haveupon your minds-a similar effectto-whatrthey-had
on mine, lamely, to satisfy you that these processions
-are no longer necessary; that they are insulting to
the Roman ·'Catholies, offensive to all your other
fellow-subjects, and ,contrir. to the laws of your
country, and to the laws of your religion, the second
(commandment) of which is, that you love. your neigh-

a
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bor as yourself. And that yox may well understand

who your neighbor. is, I request you to read the
words of Qur Sav our .himself, as written in the tenth
chapter of St. Luke, beginning with the twenty-
fifth verse and ending with -the thirty-seventh, and
having done· this, kneel and pray to Hil to incline
all your hearts 'to go and do likewise.' This also
is My fý'vent prayer for you, and not for you only,
but for ivery misguided fellow-being who thinks that
he can love God without at the same time loving his
neighbor (brother).

"J Imight urge many excellent reasons to influence
your ninds upon this question, but J prefer being as
brief as I can, and- trust to your own good sense,
which with reflection will, I have no doubt, supply,
much that I have omitted.

" I must confess that I am extremely desirous that
our differences shoul be amicably settled >by our-
selves. Let not our proverbial kind-heartedness be
wanting tôwards each other, else it may become a
mockery and reproach to us.

" With this feeling I shall confine my communica-
tion to Irishmen, and 'I wish that'no one else le
spoken to on the subject. And here I cannot help
entreating you to turn your eyes towards Lower
Canada, where Protestants, though greatly nferior
in-numbers, are not oppressed by·the Catholi, and
where,' without any. societies, all enjoy peace a d live,
i.n harmony. If, therefore, the Catholics and - Pro-
testants cannot go on .in~the same manner here, it

must be supposed, and 'I fear it will be said, that it is
because they are Irishmren-whic. Irishmed should
certainly be the last' to admit-and they ought,
therefoile, no longer to pursue a course of conduct
which must subject themselves to this reproach,

Z.
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"This ,communication must be printed, because I
cannot 'ptsibly spare time to make the number of
copies I want, but I will take care that not a copy
shall be sent but to an Irishman; and I particûlarly
request that it may be circulated among those only
for whom it is intended.

"Let your decision be what it may, I shall ever
desire to be-the true friend of every fellow-country-
man, or, in other words, the friend of all such as I
feel you must wish to be-worthy Irishmen.

"JAMEs FITzGIBBON."

[EXTRACTS.]

"ORANGE PROCESSIONS.,

"Mr. Brownlow, in riging to bring forward the
motion of yhich he had-'given notice, said he was
happy to bring this subject under the consideration
of the fHouse. He was. anxious that the attention -of
thi4ouse should be drawn to the unhappy state of
that cuntry in this ege of improvement of commerce,
laws, government and trade.

"In the year 1825, the magistrates in the neighbor-
hood of Lisburwe called on, at the in4tance.of the
Irish Govern n, to meet at, Lisburn, to take into
consideratiori the stepe iecessary to bq taken in order
to prevent the Orange processions- on -the- 12th of
July. This was done in consequence of the opinion
of the law officers of the Crown as to the illegality of
processions. . . . The Orangemen then proceeded to
Lisburn, where a serious riot took place. . . . He did
not make the present cognplai4 as against Orange-
men alone. He never woul be ashamed to own that
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he had been once an Orangeman. The King had not
a finer race of subjects, more independent, high-
minded, determined, public-spirited, men more deter-
mined, in all difficulties and dangers, to do their duty,
according to their sense of it, than these Orangemen
of the north of Ireland: His motion was against
that systeih which pitted one set of men against

I another, and stainedthe green fields of Ireland with
blood. IHegce, want of employment, burnings, 1ias-
sacrés, a4d that state of irritation which rendered
Ireland gne immense madhouse of demoniac spirits,
one mass/ranging themselves under any man of dis-
tinct'on Who was disposed to lead them on, and the
othe willing soldiers of anyone who had the hardi-
hood\ to/be their captain.

" ,he/honorable member concluded by moving for
copie 'f -the correspondence which took place between
the Lrd Lieutenant and four magistrates of the
couniy of An4rim; also copies of the correspondence
with ithe Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and copies of
the ojin.iors of the law officers of the Crown.

",Mir. Pýan.két, the Attorney-General for Ireland,
said that the members of the Government of Ireland
were/all equally disposed to suppress illegal associa-
tions of all kinds, both those of Orangemen as well
as those connected with -the Roman Catholic body.
Between all the members of the Government, as well
as betwee himself and his learned friend, the Solici-
tor-Geieral of Ireland, with whom he differed on the
q.uestion of Catholic disability 'as much as it was
possible fo~r him. to differ with anyone, there, existed
a sincere detérmination to destroy al associations of
an illegal character. Now, with respect to this parti-
cular\ case, lie could only say that both he and his
learned colleague had given a decided opinion* that

4



LORD CASTLEREAGH'S OPINION. 7

these processions were illegal. It had already been
determined that the Orange societies were illegal, and
it was of necessity a consequence that the prôcessions
of such societies were contrary to law. . . It was
his strong conviction that Orangeism was dying away
in Ireland. Gentlemen were at length beginning to
see the policy of discountenancing these lamentable
divisions, and though ocóasions might occur again for
popular· exciternent, yet, generally speaking, it was -
his opinion that before long it would subside, if it
were not kept alive by, vindictive recollections.. These
were. disputes the memories of which ought to be
buried.

"Sir John Newport said he had lived to witness
many things connected with his unfortunate country,
which wrung -him to the heart. His -right honorable,
friend had said that Orangeism was on the decay in
Ireland. 'He doubtea'it. In 1811, when the subject
of Orange societies was first brought under the notice.
of this House, the necessity of suppressing them was
strongly urged by Lord Castlereagh, the President of
the Board of- Qontrol, and almost every member of
the Government but it was answered that parliament-
arv interference was unnecessary, as party spirit was
then declining in Ireland.' Gentlemen night expect
to see the same results in ten years more time, if
something were not done. He eàrnestly prayed the
House, as they regarded the well-doing and tranquil-
ity of Ireland, not to be insensible-to-the iischiefs-
of ithese processions. It was their nature to irritate
and divide. Who could say that if the meniory of
the defeat at Culloden had been kept alive offensively
by processions, Scotland would enjoy the tranquility
with -hich she is now, blest ? The' thing was im-
possi e. Irritation must follow insult, and those
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whose duty it was to extinguish provocation were
responsible for thé consequences.

"Mr. Secretary Peel, after making several observa-
tions, said that for himself, being known to eûtertain
strong opinions upon the Catholic question, he could
only say that. he had never-heard a s.entiment of dis-
approbation expressed, even by the warmest advocates
of the question, with respect to the impropriety of
Orange associations in which he did not most heartily'
concur.· It~was his warmest wish that they were at
an end; and so far as that description of associations
was concerned, he believed they were gradually dis-
solving. With respect to Orange processions, he ,
agreed with the Right Honorable Baronet that it/
would conduce much to the tranquility of Ireland if
they were given up, and he (Mr. Peel) would hold
those men higher who exerted themselves to -discoun-
tenance these -processions than those others, if any
there were, who gave them encouirgement by their
example. If the imposition-of law be necessary to
repress them, by all means let it be applied ; but if
he (Mr. Peel) were a private gentleman residing in
Ireland, he would try what he could do by-influence'ý
and example to- discourage them, arid in these senti-"
ments the House might count upon his sincerity.

" At a-former period he expressed thé opinion still
entertained by him, that these societies would yield
to the wishes of Parliament, and that loyalty could
compensate for the .mischiefs resulting from the con-
tinuance of such societies and proceedings.

FitzGibbon's friendship for others, hiâ interest in
the well-being and well-doing of the younger men

. with whom he was thrown, and his prompt action in

interfering in whatever occurred within his cogniz-

N
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ance whenever there appeared the remotest chance of
such interference being for good, whether it was any
business of his or not, according to the conventional
reading of that expression, often led him to interpose
where another, possibly more worldly-wise, might
have passed by on the other side.

The world has long forgotten, if indeed the present
generation has ever heard, the story of the sad quarrel
between two young members of ·two of Toronto's

oldest families. Chance threw FitzGibboi! in the
way at â moment when his interposition and forcible
separation of two hot-headed youths, and the placing
of one of them under his brother's charge, seemed
the right thing to do. Unfortunately the sequel
proved that others were less wise. Whe, however,
some years later, garbled accounts of the 'affair ap-
peared in one of the public prints, FitzGibbon, being
appealed to, was able to bear testimony to the truth
and exonerate one of the unfortunate actors- from
unerited blaine. That·FitzGibbon was appealed to
s evidence of-the. estimatioi in which he was held

as one whose-word, judgment and right feeling could
be relied upon, and his integrity of purpose have
weight with the public.

On June a8th, -826 a rai& was made upon the
printing house of the A dvocate, a paper published
by William Lyon' Mackenzie. The door was broken
open, the press partially destroyed, and a quantity
of the type thrown into the Bay; cases were "pied "
and scatered over the foor, the furniture and other

4
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contents- of the room left in a state of disorder and
confusion. Mackenzie was absent at the time, having
withdrawn to the other side of the line pending
an arrangement with lhis creditors. The raid was
perpetrated by a number of the young men, who,
objecting to the cutterances of the A dvocate as disloyal
and abusive, took the punishnent of its editor and
the destruction of the offending print into their own
hands. Many of the ringleaders in this -press- riot
were arrested: some of them, througli FitzGibbon's
active energy and assistance, were tried and heavily
fined.

Although FitzGibbon agreed with the justice of
the sentence and punishment for breaking the King's
peace, lie had'no syinpathy with the Radicals whose
disloyal utterances had roused the hot-headed youths
in the city into taking the law into their own hands.
Hie might -collar them and run them into prison to
keep them out of mischief, tut when the law pun-
ished them by the exaction of a fine, lie was.one of
the first to assist in raising it. Jinpecunious himself,
and unable to give it'out of his « own pocket, lie had
no hesitation in using his influence to get it outof,
those of others. * It was but another of the character-
istiesofolis natureJle cou- cotdñil 6the <t&anrdù
actually sit in judgment upon it, but through his
knowledge of human nature and youth, as well as
'his enthusiastie loyalty to the Crown, could condone
the offence, owing to its cause of the provocation.

Mr. Dent, in his "History of the Rebellion in .1837,
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is incorrect in saying that " FitzGibbon sympathized
strongly with the boys, and regretted the result of
the trial, and regarded them as martyrs."

He did nothing of the kind. *The boys were justly
punished, as all breakers of the peace and destroyers
of other people's property should be, but the disloyal
utterances of the Radicals provoked it, and it was but
an instance, a practical illustration, of young blood
being carried away by enthusiastie loyalty, which in
later and calmer pulses made men staunch upholders
of the British throne.

FitzGibbon volunteered to canvass the town for
subscriptions towards discharging thé fine. He suc-
ceeded in collecting the amount, but the names of the
contributors never transpired. The list was burnt

-the moment it had served its purpose. The Radicals,
hearing something of, it, endeavored to make capital.
of it, and rumors were set afloat hinting at the heads
of several departments of the Government as contri-
butors, and sneering at thè justicein which the judges
levied a fine and then -contributed to pay it. Collins
went so fa:r as to assert that Sir Peregrine Maitiand's
name headed the list opposite a large contribution.

FitzGibbon had been wise -if he had taken no notice
ofthis, but he was an ishman and coubLnot resist
the temptation. In a letter published in the Freena
over his own signature, he distinctly declared Collins'
assertion to be wholly untrue so far as the Lieut.-
Governor was concerned. When Collins was arraigned
for libel before Judge. Willis, in his address tp the
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bench he accused FitzGibbon of " begging the amount
from door to-door."

On May 4th, 1827, FitzGibbon succeeded Grant
Powell as Clerk of the House of Assembly, being
appointed to that office by Sir Peregrine Maitland,
and on September 8th, 1828, Registrar of the .Court
of Probate of Upper Canada.

The salaries from these offices were small. The
accumulation of debt and .the requirements of his
family made it almost.an impossibility to confine his
expenditure within the limit of suclk narrow means.
The sale of his commission in the army in 1826'had
relieved him temporarily from his embarrassments;
but FitzGibbon was one who, holding a public position,
lived, to a certain extent, according to it, and not
according to the disproportionate salary belonging to
it. His correspondence was extensive. His popularity
and well-k-iown willingness to helphis neighbor
withouýt fee or reward, brought many outside duties
and responsibilities. His friendship for Sir Isaac
Brock's family, and the undying gratitude he~felt for
his memory, for kindness which no after services of his'
to any one of his .beloved colonel's family could ever
repay,ibrought him the trouble and expense of trustee-
ship, executorship, etc., the postage alone such offices
entailed being a considerable item of expenditure.
Among his .papers. are many letters acknowledging
these efforts, and his generous'assistance in managing
their business matters.

In 1831, we find.FitzGibbon's commission as Colonel
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of the 2nd West York Regiment of Militia, ante-
dated January 2nd, 1826, and redated March 19th
1831.

Party spirit in the Canadas, and particularly in
the Upper Prov4nce, ran very high at this period.
William Lyon Mackenzie, the talented leader of the
party whose radical oposition to the Family Com-
pact and its supporters terminated later in open .
rebellion, was the publisher and proprietor of the
most outspoken radical organ. He was a member
of 'the fouse, and had spoken forcibly against acts
which he considered abuse of the' executive power
placed in the hands of the Government by the people.

Since the days of "I, Peter iRussell, grant to you,
Peter Russell-" notoriety, mnembers of the House had
obtained. grants of Crown lands, over which the
Executive and not the Legislature held control, to the
extent of from five hundred to two thousand acres
each, on simply paying the fees exacted by the
officials.*· This was one of the grievances against
which Maekenzie spoke. The grants were perfectly
legal, but it was against them as a system which
permitted of abuse that he strove. Although Mac-

* Grants of land were in. the early days of the Province entirely
subject to the discretion of the Governor-in-Council. Official dig-
nitaries granted lands to their servants and other dependants,

. wch, as soon as certain requisite forms were complied with, were
'transferred to themselves. When the Hon. Peter Russell held the
office of Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, he is said to have

· used his power to acquire lands in the manner quoted above.

4 0
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kenzie was expelled the House on a ques on of
privilege, an Act was e entually passed to prevent
the alienation of Crown-lands as rewards for p blie
services. How this Acteaffected FitzGibbon's fort e
will be seen later.

A brief epitome of Macke' zie's case may not be
amiss here,.as it will explain FitzGibbon's share in the
events of that date.

While a member, he had~at his own cost distributed
copies of the journals of the House, without note or
comment, unaccompanied by the appendix. For this,
as a breach of privilege, he was expelled.

The second time, a libel published in a newspaper,
and of which he acknowledged the authorship, was
made the ground of expulsion.

A third tinie, the House declared the previous
decisions rendered him incapable of taking his seat.

The fourth time, though unanimously elected, be-
cause unopposed, his election was declared void.

ePhé fifth time he was not allowed to take the oath
or his seat, being forcibly ejected from the space below
the bar on a motion to clear the House of strangers,
and finally, after taking the oath, he was again
draggedfronhisseatby-theSergeant-at-Arms and
condemned to silence under threat of imprisonment.

Mackenzie and FitzGibbon had several.passages at.
arms over various matters connected with the printing
.for the Government, which was done by the former's

printing-house. Some of those were based upon very
small provocation,'if we may judge by letters, extant,
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on such apparently trivial items as the omission of
certain blanks in the printed copies of the journals
ôf the House on the score -of an infinitesimal economy.

Mackenzie also comnplained in one of his petitions
for redress to the Governor-in-Council, that Fitz-
Gibbon had refused to administer the. oath to him
upon taking· his seat, to .which FitzGibbon replied
by the assertion that he had not done so upon his
own authority, nor could ·he administer the oath to
any one on taking a s.eat that had been-'declared
vacant-by the Assembly.

After Mackenzie's second expulsion. from the House,
the vote being carried by twenty-seven to nineteen,
he appealed to the people to resent the outrage as
against their ôonstitutional privileges. A sense of
the wrong he conceived he had suffered at the hands
of the Government goading him into the use of
tronger language than he might oth rwise have

e ployed, and his eloquence being of a ind which
at acted a turbulent clasa of followers, public feeling
on oth sides was roused to a height that threatened
riot.

A stormy meeting was held in Hamilton on the
evening of the19th IM[arch, 1832, atwhichohthsidè&-,
claimed the victory. An atteniptlto assault Mackenzie
was made the ,most of by rumor and excited sym-
pathizers, and a meeting called for the 23rd, in York,
promised to be a stormy one. The meeting assembled
at the court house. Dr. Dunlop and Mr. Ketchum were
respectively proposed as çhairman, and both declared
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elected. Dunlop took the chair and the Reformers
withdrew and organized an open-air meeting in front
of the couft house; making use Of a farmer's waggon
as a platform.» When Mackenzie attemptedVo address
this meeting,,his opponents were not slow in expre s-
ing their antagonisnÇ.ce4tuating it by themateial
argument of stones and other missiles. The riot
%oon assumed an alarming aspect, and the sheriff,
declaring himself unable to preserve the peace, begged
Mr. Ketchum to bring the meeting to a close. Through
the diplomatie suggestion that " The friends of the
Governor might adjourn to Government 'House-end
cheer His Excellency," the attention of many was
distracted.

During their absence Mackenzie addressed the meet-
ing, and' an address to the King being drawn up,
setting forth their grievances, many signed it. Many
who had not signed it before went with MackePzie
to the corner of Church and ichmond Streets,
where, on tables in the street, four hundred and
thirty-eight names were added.

So far I have quoted almost entirely from Mr.
Charles Lindsey's " Life ofrWilliam Lyon -Mackenzie."
The'remainderj jmaynow take from FitzGibbon's
papers.

Ruiors of the uproar reaching FitzGibbon, and
hearing that ,the mob were not only threatening to
burn Mackenzie in effigy, but intended th attack and
destroy the office of the-offending, paper, he hastened
to the scene, Hie found the streets full, the crowd
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denser and more excited as he approached the print-
ing-house. A shot from one of the windows, answered
by a volley of stones, was the signal for ·a general
rush upon the building. FitzGibbon forced his way
rapidly through the crowd, his height and strength,
as wellasfhis being recognized by all as one having
authon assisting his progress. Seizing two of the
Most excted instigators of the riot by the collar, he
dragged them to the gaol close by, and returning took
his stand on the steps of the house. Raising his voice
that he might be- heard above the noise, he called
upon all the loyal and true men to aid him ir making
a stand against the rioters.

Mackenzie demanded that the military 'be called
out. FitzGibbon flatly refused, assuring him that
there were enough good men in the crowd to aid
him to restore order without the intervention of the
military, ad'diing, however, an emphatic request that
he (Mackenzie) would retire, as bis presence was tþe
chief cause of the disturbance.

"I will not retire, sir," replied Mackenzié, "I have
as good a right to be here as you have."

"Very well,'' cried FitzGibbon, "if you do not J
Will put you in gaol, too."

"Y6uTdare not, J aln aimemþer of Parliament,"
shouted Mackenzie.%

He little knew-the.-man he had. to deal with.
Instead of replying, FitzGibbon proceeded to put his
threat into execution and was actually dragging the
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future rebel to the gaol when two of his friends, also
members of Parliament, appeared.

Appealing to them,,FitzGibbon begged they would
take care of Mackenzie, as he had no wish to~imprison
him;,.if they could persuade him to retire, he (Fitzi-s
Gibbon) would protect them while doing so. Then
turning to the crowd he called out, "Mr. Mackenzie
calls upon me to order out the troops, but I will not
insult you by complying with his demand. I will
rather call upon you, and you, and you " (indicating
individuals in the crowd), "and will find good men
enough to ensure the keeping of the King's peace."

This appeal was answered by a shout of appro-
bation. Mackenzie and his friends were then allowed
to retire, without further molestatiôn.- Upon reach-
ing his house, Mackenzie, deceived probably by his
immunity from attack while under FitzGibbon'à
protection, turned' and wished to again address e
mob. This was no part of the soldier's plan. Taking)
Mackenzie by the shoulders he put him forcibly but
quietly inside and shut the door on him.

.The -two other members, -Messrs. Maclntosh and -

Ketchum, again begged that troops should be called
-ouif-oly-to-be -stationecLinthe- courthouse-during-

the night, but FitzQ bbon was firm. The.danger was
over for the present, and he would himself incur the
responsibility and remain at the court house with a
sufficient number of special constables to see that ail 4
remained quiet. Apparently satisfied they left him.

A short time after, Colonel Foster, Assistant
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Adjutant-General of the Forces in Upper Canada,
galloped up and, alighting, desired FitzGibbon to
mount and go at once to Government House; where
the Lieut.-Governor wished to see him. FitzGibbon
obeyed and found<4 ;ir John Colborne anxiously
awaiting him. The two members, Messrs. MacIntosh
and Ketchum, had just applied to him to order out
the troops to keep the peace during thé night, but
before complying with the request the Governor
had sent for FitzGibbon to learn if the troops were
necessarv.

"I pray of your Excellency," replied- FitzGibbon,
"to do nothing of the kind."

"Had I not better augment the guard on the Bay
side' and have men at ha d there?"

" Pray do not, sir."
" Well, then," said Sir John, " I will order a picket

to be in readiness in the garrison, to turn out'at a
ioment's notice if required."
• "For God's sake, sir, do:nothing of the kind. Give
no order whatever. 1J am convinced that it is a great
object with Mr. Mackenzie and his party. tohave the
troops called out. They have béen outnumbered and
beaten to-day audthey-now-desire to-have-the-troops
called out, in order that they may be able to proclaim
to the Province to-morrow, that " but fo-r the·inter-
ference of the troops they would have tri hed."
No troops were called out, and quiet was mantained
without them.

From the reminiscences of an old Upper Canada-
il;

7 169
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ollege boyI ha egathered'something of the impres-
sion FitzGibbonAnde upon those -about him at the
time:

"1 first went to collège in 1831, my brother Lewis
and I being the first sent from this district," writes
William Wallbridge, of Belleville. "I remember Col.
F'tzGibbon well. .He was a remarkable-looking
m . I remember him in the House, for, not caring
mu to join my companions in their games, J used
to find. way there.

The Legislative Assembly then held its sittings in
the old building opposite -the nmarket-place on King
Street. I was particularly struck with the Clerk, a
tall man, sfraight, upright, and decidedly militiry in
his carriage, his clear incisive voice and prompt per-
formance of his· duties. I frequently met him on the
way to the louse, at the corner where >St. Andrew's
Church now stands, his.height and soldierly appear-
ance, as well as an eccentric habit he had of carrying
his tall hat on the end of his cane, slightly above his
head, instead of wearing it, that the air might circu-
late freely about his head, attracting my attention.
His hair was always cut as closely as possible, a

.fashion jnoreanticeable-th.entharit would be now.,
"In 1832, when the cholera was raging in Toronto

-(it was bad in '34, but nothing to what it was in
'32)-FitzGibbon was the prominent man.. It was he
who arranged and organized every plan for the care
and comfort of the sick, and the decent burial- the
dead. He was here, there 'and everywhere. He was
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afraid of nothing, whether in the remqval of th-e sick
to the hospital or in conveying the dead.to the grave.
I remember seeing him once with two carts close'to
the college, one for the dead, thé other for the- dying.
He was stariding near, and~with his own hands assist-
ing in their removal. He seemed to have a charmed
life, to need no rest, and to be as exempt from conta-

gion as he had' been from the ènemy's fire on the
field of battle. He was not acting under any autho-
rity from the Government or city,* but solely and
entirely on his own responsibility, and thròugh pity
for the sùfferers."*.

[The General Hospital was west of the Upper Can-
ada·17ollege on Russell Square; and it was opposite
this- building, standing, as it does, slantwise to the
street, that Mr. Wallbridge remembered seeing Fitz-
Gibbon attending to the removal of the plague-
stricken people in-'832.]

"Toronto was a different place then to what it is
now. There was not a foot of pavement in the, whole
city, except it might .be· a plank or two set down
between a few doorways. During the spring and
autumn, the streets resembled freshly ploughed fields
th-emudparticiàrl~yadhesive and heavy.

" saw -FitzGibbon frequently during the years
1832, '33 and '34, and hyeard ail about the political

*Dickson, in his "History of Upper Canada Cpllege," speaks of
FitzGibbon as "risking his life to labor night and day during the
cholera'seasons of 1832 and 1834."
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struggles of those days. I was in Toronto when
Mackenzie's meeting was held in the market-place in

1834. A fine new market-house had been built at

that time, with projecting hoods or roofs over the

butchers' stalis. Underneath these hoods great hooks
were fastened, on which the butchérs hung their

quarters of beef. The meeting was such an exciting
one that every available place from which to hear

the speakers was crowded and many of -the lads

climbed upon these hoods. The one Geo..FitzGibbon
w a uiugae ;4Q:z and CI n fallingc Ihe wamae n

one of the hooks beneath. He lived only a few hours
after he was extricated."

' On the coldest day in winter," writes another old

college boy, Mr. D. B. Read, -". Colonel FitzGibbon

walked into town carrying his hat in his hand. He

had, no doubt, an overheated brain, but it burned in

the right direction. He had uncompromising integrity
and undoubted courage."

FitzGibbon's simple faith that while he was doing
his duty, comprised in the broad creed of "doing good
to his neighbor," he was in God's hands an instru-
ment for His work, carried hiin safely through scenes
and sights their nervous fears uifitted others to cope
-withyYirness c binedxwtlrtirpersonaintene
courage gives over weaker minds, as well as the

almost superstitious belief of the poor in his im-.

munity from death, ensured oblience to his direc-

*The author of the "Life of Simcoe," "The Four Judges," etc.
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tions and reliance upon their efficacy. - Excitable and
impulsive when irritated by causeless opposition, he
was prompt, cool and clear-headed enough in' the
moment of' action to impress with confidence the men
he led or the sick he succored. Many. a terrified
soul went home to its rest in the hope of mercy and
forgiveness breathed-into the ears of the dying body
by the-faithful soldier.

FitzGibbon's printed addressto the Orangemen in
1826 had helped to induce them to desist' froxthe -
proeessiomnr s tliepublic streets. or eight years
none of the lodges in Toronto ha held any such
demonstration. In 1834, however, some recent arrivals
from Ireland persuaded them to turn out again. • Fitz-
Gibbon anticipated the result, and took precautions
to lessen-ethe evil, although he could not prevent ·it
altogether.

Early on the morning of the 12th, he called upon
Sir John Colborne, Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada,
and communicated Us fears to him, and the means he
had employed to endeavor to prevent their being
realized, reiteratingzhis desire that every effort might
be made for peace without 'the intervention of the
militar'y. ----

speaksof the riot which occurred as
much more serious than that of 1832, and one that
required much greater effort on his partto succeed-
in quelling, although he was ably assiste by several
of the magistrates. His greatest satisfaction appears
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to have been in the fact that the riot was ended and
quiet restored without having to call. out the troops.

It was during these years that Mrs. Jamieson, the
authoress, was in Canada, and· became one of Fitz-
Gibbon's iost intimate friends. Mr. Jamieson suc-
ceeded J. -1. Boulton as Attorney-General, and though
unfitted for the post at such a critical period ·in
the affairs of the colony, was not very fairly treated
by the Government which placed him in that position.
Mrs. Jamieson's reminiscences of Canada in her

in er u es, con arn severa anec o es o -

Gibbon and her interest in "the simple-minded, gener-
ous, brave, capable, as well as remarkable man."

FitzGibbon's only daughter and eldest child was
-often with the authoress, who was wont to say of
her that "she was one of the most truly ladylike and
aristocratie women she had met in Canada."

FitzGibbon had seventeen children born to him, but
only his daughter and four elder.sons lived to grow
up. -Of their childhood and the companionship of
their father, many pages might be writtený.

Knowing the value and advantages of education,
he not only availed himself of every -opportunity of
obtàining it for them from outside sources, but

eeaordbyntering 'into-their studiestmake&
them practical and eÎ\tértaining. In his life-book the
definitioni ofj gjtIenan was, "'one who would not
hurt another's feelings by word or deed, but was ever
ready to lend, a courteous hand to help in titie .of
need." His manner was as courteous and kind to the
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humblest as to the highest among his acquaintances.
A story told of him, or rather. a remark made by one
of his greatest admirers, a canny Scot, to whom he
owed money, goes to show how this pleasant manner
often stood his friend:

Ay, ay, the Colonel is a fine mon; he'll aye shakit
ye verra kindly by the han', but na word aboot the
pay.

FitzGibbon lived at this date (1831 to 1840) in a
two-storied rough-cast house at the soutwesor----
er o w a is now Queen Street and,Spadina Avenue..

The house stood a hundred feet,.more-or less, back
from the road. Four large willows* grew by the
edge of the roadway before it. The usual route fol-
lowed by the colonel tohis office, and the "boys to
college, was along the shore of the bay.

Upon the morning the new buildings of the college
b were opened, the boys weré in great haste to set out.

Their father walked with them. Some of their school-
mates, many of. whose names are first on the list of
"old boys " of Upper Canada College, lived in the
opposite direction, east of the college, their route

f also being along the shore on the.space between Front
t .. Street and the lake, known afte-wards as theEsplan-

eader-Each party catcing -ight of the other at the
e same moment, when about equidista'nt from the col-
t lege, the same.idea seemed to'occur to both.
r "Run, boys," cried the colonel, "and we'l beat

* These willows have been taken down since 1870.
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them." A race ensued, the dignifiéd Clerk of the
House racing along with the boys as keenly interested
in the result as they were, and no whit behind them
in speed.

"And we won, too. We got in first, though by
little more than a neck," says one of the boys ;-"and
my father was prouder of that half-dozen steps than
if we had beaten by a dozen yards."

In 1832 ôr 1833-, a woman had a smail Iouse or
shanty built in the rear of the college in McDonnell's
field. The house was not more than fifteen feet square.
In this she kept a tiny shop or stall for the sale of
apples, sugar-sticks and other such· school-boy de-.
lights, finding her principal cistomers in the college.
Every one of tlhboys knew the old dame. She was
often teased and- chaffed by. the ' young gentlemen;"
all of which she took in good part, resenting .only
what she designated as " fine airs."

One day, one· of the FitzGibbons apparently
offended heî in this way. She retaliated by the
taunt that " their father' was not a gentleman, he
having risen from the ranks and was only.a common.
soldier."

Furious with indignation, the boy ran to his father
to-den-yÀV Amusedr-yet-knowingthe-oldwoman
must have ·had some. provocation, FitzGibboi. ques-
tioned the boy, and learned that he had really been
rude and overbearing. On reaching the college the
next morning he took the boy to the old woman's stall.

. "Good morning, Mrs. ,I have brought my
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lad with me to apologize for-hit~rudeness to you

yesterday, that you may believe his bfther is a gentle-
man, though he did- rise from the raiks, and cannot
allow his son to prove himself anything.else."

On the 6th of March, 1834, the town of York had
its limits extended and was erected into a corporate
city, and its original name Toronto rèstored to it.

There has been much controversy at -various times
over the origin and meaning of this name, Toronto. I
think it is not difficult to find. T-wan-to, pronouncing
the letters as if French, is the Ojibeway word for
"shelter from wind,"- virtually " a harbor." The pres-
ent pronunciation of the word and its consequent
spelling is due to the preponderance of the Irish
among the residents and legislators, when the name
was first pronounced and written by the aborigines'
successors.*

On the 15th, a proclamation was issued calling a
poll for the election of aldermen and common council-
men on the 27th. 'In:-this election the Reformers had
the majority, and chose Wm. Lyon Mackenzie as their
mayor.

Owing to the .necessity of funds for municipal
expenses, it was requisite to obtain a oan.. To meet
tfhidend i&of tlie citreasury, a rate of 3d. in the
pound was levied. . This was deemed an exorbitant

* The name " Toronto" is to be .found on old maps of Upper
Canada at various points on the lakes, where the Indiahs sheltered
their canoes. (See Bouchette's History of Canada.)
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tax, and roused such popular indignation that a meet-
ing was called to enable the corporation to explain
the necessity, and give an account of the city debt-
and required expenditure.

The meeting was a stormy one, and was finally
adjourned until the following day, July 30th, to be
held in the market-place. This was the meeting
referred to by Mr. Wallbridge.

. Mr. Lindsey, in his " Life of Wm. Lyon Mackenzie,"

tells us this " building- was .a parallelogram, and over
the butchers' stalls a balcony to accommodate specta-
tors was hastily run up.

"When the sheriff (Jarvis) was addressing the
meeting in support of his vote of censure on the
conduct of the mayor, le said:

"'I care no more for Mackenzie'-then. looking
about him at a loss for a comparison, le, school-boy
like, lôoked upwards, and seeing a crow flying over-
head, added-' than that crow.'"

"This elicited a cheer and a stamping from the
crowd on the balcony, .many of them mere lads,'who
naturally turned about to see what sort of -crow it
was. that had come so oppôrtunely to the sheriff's
assistance. 'he hastily built erection strained and
enllapsed, precipitating the crowd upon it to the
ground,· breaking limbs and bruising mnTany, ail-
impaling others upon the great hooks of the butchers'
stalls beneath."

The last was the unfortunate fate (before alluded
tor) of FitzGibbon's third son, George, a frie promising
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lad of sixteen, whose ready wit and brilliant sallies
were the life of his school-mates, and whose abilities
promised future success at the Bar, the profession to
which he -had been early destinéd by his father.

FitzGibbon's grief and horror were great. - The boy
lived only, a few hours, but in such agony that the
bereaved father was grateful to see the bright eyes
close in death and the agonized limbs at rest.

In 1835, FitzGibbon's eldest son, Charles, left home
for the first time. -fHe had studied for the Bar and
passed his examination, but a visit to Dublin, where
FitzGibbon's father and brothers were then residing,
and an offer of a post in an uncle's business there,
seemed- to promise more speedy returns than the
practice of the law in Canada.

The following lette.r was written upon receipt of
the tidings of his son's change of plans: -

"Ny DEAR CHARLEs,-I have but a short tine' to
commit to paper a few items of advice for your future
guidance. Attention to some of these has helped me
nyuch to conquer. the many- difficulties wliich ever
beset the path of him who has to ascend by his own
unaided exertions.

" Spare no pains to acquire a thorough knowledge
of the business in your uncle's establishment, and con-
ductaisaffaiis u Wh--as--y-opos iblycaoexactly
as you think he wishes .to have them condúcted.
Remember that in proportion as you succeed, you will
lighten the burdeil of his cares and anxieties, and
increase his kindiiess and affection towards you.

" Comport yourself towards your aunt with affec-
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tionate deference,.even to the minutest attentions,
and to the children be affectionate and, kind-; and be
the same to the Martins, "other cousins]. " Confine
yourself. to the circle of *quaintances to which your
uncle will introduce you, and studiously decline every
other. For, be assured that it is incompatible with
due attention to your business to cultivate society at
all- while in the early part of your progress.

"Agaijist smoking and against driîiking I. need
not, and against any -other vice, I almost flatter my-
self, I need> not warn you. Butthe passions require
to be-guarded against with great diligence. .I there-
fore recommend you to fight the battle against them,
one and all, at first and in the outsèt.- To keep the
high and happy ground of innocence is much more
easy than to return to it, if once you take a down-
ward stép. I wish I could e nvey to your mini a
part of the impression made on mine by the many
melancholy -exaniples I ha7ve seen in the army, of
young men Who could not abstain from what they
called pleasure, but which soon brôught them to dis-
appointment, misery and a wretched end. Every
temptation you successfully resist will strengthen
your moral egurage, and you will soon find yourself
to be of too much value to your parents, to your
relatives and to yourself, to become an unworthy
and degraded being. Be assured that the Almighty
will guide.you from usefulness to eminence and hap-
piness, if you carefully and devoutly turn to Him for

-iïelp and support
"Attend punétially to the ·duties of your Church,

not for form's. sake, or ior the approbation of the
world, though this is well worth having,-but for
strength from above to enable you to resist tempta-
tion and to do good. .Your good example has already
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helped to improv your younger brothers, and the
continuance ofit will 'stili.ensure our gratitude to
you; but especially for your mother's and Mary's
sake and mine; do all you can to make us rejoice
in you.

"The last words my father spoke to me, when I
first partéd frotn him in Glin were, 'The greatest con-
solation I have, James, on your leaving me, is that I
feel confident you will never do anything to disgrace
me.' And you must tell him that I write these words
now with tears of satisfaction that I never forgot
them, and am sure i never shall, and that I hope the
blessing which attended them will be seen to extend
to his grandson under his own eyes -in his old age.
Be. to him what my\ brothers and I were to our
grandfather, and may God Almighty bless you all.

"TORONTO, UPPER CANýADA,t

"Septembe)@ lth, 1835."

In November of the saie year, FitzGibbon's second
son was called to the Bar of Upper Canada.

Riotous proceedings having occurred among the
laborers employed. in the construction of the canal
below Cornwall, Sir Francis\ Head sent FitzGibbon to
restore peace among his excitable countrymen. Fears
were entertained that advan age would be taken·'of
their antagonism to their Fréneh fellow-laboiers dur-

ing the elections of 1836, and more serioutrouble-b-
ehresult.
FitzGibbon was ordered to take fifty stand of arms

and ammunition from Kingston to distribute to the
local militia in the event of requiring their assistance.

The service was, however, successfully performed,
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and the electionsw, which.were important, party feeling
having been excited almost to rebellion by the ques-
tions at issue, passed without riots. As on former
occasions, FitzGibbon trusted to his personal influ-
ence, and did not require the aid of the militia.

He was appointed Justice of the Peace for the
Eastern District about this date (June 18th, 1836),
probably in order to give him authority to enforce
the law aga;inst the riotous workmen he was sent to
pacify.

When he sold his commission in the army in 1826,
FitzGibbon had purchased eighteen acres of land in
Toronto, on the west side of what is now Spadina
Avenue, and south of Queen Street. He knew that
Canada was a land of great promise, and time alone
w required to develop her resources. Toronto was
one ef. the earliest settled cities, and had a population
whose·descendanits were likely to reap a rich harvest
from their smàll sowings. Knowing this, he consid-
ered this purchase one that would in, time be an
ample prôvision for his children and granddhildren,
and was anxious to retan it at all cost to himself.

Dent (in his " History of the Rebellion of 1837 ")
speaks of FitzGibbon as "a persistent office-seeker."
HUe-wasindeed, active and energeticin mid as well
as body, and was. always ready to undertake more
work. The expenses of living, as well as of carrying
on the various schemes (small though they might be),
that he considered incumbent upon him as a loyal
officer of the Crown and a true subject, required

,1'82
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means to defray their cost, aYdFitzGibbon doubtless
refused no .hionest opportunity of earning what was
required. He held several posts, but the aggregate
salary was not a .large one.

The -following letter from Sir John Colborne,
through his Secretary, evilently refers to one .of
these offices:

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
"ToRoNTO, Jan. 20th, 1838.

"SIR,----With reference to your letter of the 12th
inst., J. am directed by the. Lieut.-Gover.nor to assure
you that His Excellency is so fully persuaded of your
zeal and active services while he has been in the Pro-
vince, that he has long been desirous of having an
opportunity of conferring on you an appointment
which might in some respect's be more in accordance
with your views and wishes.

"His Excellency thinks it but due to you to'express
his thanks for your exertions on many occasions in
the public service, and to notice the sacrifices which
you have made of your time and. health, in carrying
on the various duties which you have been entrusted
to discharge.

"I am also to add that His Excellency will leave a
copy of'this letter with his successor, in order that
your character and services may be made known.
to him.

* Lhaxelhe-honor4o-be,-ir
"Your obedienteervant,

"W. ROWAN.
"JAMES FITZGIBBON, EsQ."
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CHAPTER IX.

'4lHE year 1837 was an eventful one, not only in
the history of Upper Canada, but in the life
and fortune of our hero.

"It was at once,"' he vrites, in a letter to Sir
Augustus d'Este in 1844, " the most successful as well
as the most disastrous of my life. What occurred
then enabled me to accomplish something towards the
saving of the city of Toronto and the overthrow of
Zhp rebels-having no thought of reward, other than

-the saving of bloodshed-and the spontaneous and
unanimous vote o y felov-citizens to reward me
for what I had done, rouséd such ypes of freedom
from my pecuniary'difficulties that their defeat yvell-
ngh-impeilled iny reason."

It is.difficult for the present generation/ brought
up under a régime of self-government, to undertand
the system of colonial management as carriéd on
from Downing Street.

To-men who had, in the end of the previous cen-
-turygiven up home friends andproperty for the'
sake of loyalty to the Crown, the defence and main-
tenance of rights asserted on behalf of their sovereign
w'as the highest of political duties, and they had
brought up their children in that faith. In manây it
fel little short of the loyaltye the Cavaliers to the

3.À
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Stuarts. Self-government by the people was Round-
head, '*Puritan, Yankee-things they had fought
against and fled from.

They sought for property and .influence at the
lands of the monarch and his ministers, as a reward

.JfQtheir sufferings in his cause and the defence of
his American dominions, just as the Cavaliers sought
redress of their wrongs and-reinstalment in- their old
rights by Charles I.

To these Loyalists caineâ-ctive Bitish'Radicals, such
as GourlIfy and Mackenzie, while reform was working
its way through the \imes of difficulty and distress

.which followed the close 'of the great war, bringing
Catholie emancipâtion,'municipal and parliamentary:

--- reform in England, and revolution in France.
Many others followed. Mackenzie and. Gourlay to

Canada filled with the same ideas and proud of th4
success-in the old country.

They.could boast of no services for the Crown sueh
as those of'the U. E. Loyalists.- Their sufferings and
aspirations had all been for popular rights.

The necessity of opening up and 'cultivating the
wild lan throughout the country, and the encourage-
ment offer d to emigrants, had brought> many settler-s
from the United States, whose notions ofgiovern-
,ment&d been formed in the Republie.

An alliance between these two bodies against the
Loyalists and their leaders in the Family Compact
was as inevitabl-e as was the strife which grew up
between these opposite forces, Downng Street rule
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was, for the nmost part, in conformity with the views
and wishes of U. E. Loyalists in Upper Canada,
and with the ..great body of the English-speaking
minority .in the Lower.Province.

U-nfortunately Sir Francis Bond Head was not
capable of coping with these·rival constituents. He
was not a military man-of any standing or experience,
and recognized. none of the signs of rebellion patent
to those who were, or who were. more in touch with
the inevitable advance of reform; and when the re-
bellion, in the imminence of which that "paragon of
eccentricity and blundering" (vide-Bryce) so repeat-
edly asserted his disbelief, actually broke out, he only
added inacèurate statements and boastful accounts of
his own over-weening "confidence and prowess to the
blunders already committed.

FitzGibboa wrote several accounts of the outbreak

of the rebellion in Upper Canada, and of Mackenzie's
intended (attempted) attack on Toronto in December,
1837.- " An AppealTo the People of Upper Canada,"
published in 1847, is perhaps.the most exhaustive as
regards his own share in the defence of the -city. The
" Appeal " was. written after successive évents had
robbed him of the -reward voted to him by the

- unanimousice of the House otAssenbIy-and-the
pûblication of Sir Francis Head's garbled -account
in. his' despatches ito the Colonial Office had thrown.
discredit upon lis services and bade fair tô "make
the colony over~which he (Sir Francis) held so brief
a rule, little more thn an. nation of liars,".

pp;,
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Stung to.the quick by Sir Francis Head's asser-
tions, his entire silence on some points, half-truths on
others ; impetuous, harassed by the difficulties which
his pecuniary circumstances rendered' unavoidable;
sick at heart £rom hôpes long deferred, and embittered

by -disappointment, FitzGibbon rushed into print
before time had enabled him either to look at the
facts calmly and state them with such diplomatie
tact as might ensure success, or .to learn with what
credence the Lieut.-Governor's account would be re-
ceived.

Had FitzGibbon allowed Sir Francis to fall into the
pit he was so persistently determined to dig for him-
self, and had taken no precautions against the danger
he knew was imminent-; had he merely-shrugged his
shoulders and allowed the Lieut.-Governor to take
the responsibility of leaving the cify unprepared, and,
when the principal buildings were in fiames, and the
rebels armed with the muskets Sir Francis refused to
place at the service, of the loyal defenders, had he
then stepped in, and at the cost of valuable lives and
_property won a pitched battle, and driven out a
greater number of rebels, he would probably have
been knighted; or had other honors paid him.

Ta th4is, hioweverç wasno1Fitzflibbôn'anatüre.
He had seën too much of the sad scenes of war, knew
too much of its realities, was too generous and noble-
minded to profit by another's folly, to run the risk of
such bloodshed and devastation. He saw on all sides
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evidences of the imminence of an outbreak of rebel-
lion against the. authorities.

From the year 1815, when Sir Francis Gore, by his
policy as Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada;had sown
the seeds of future -. ouble; FitzGibbon had watched
the course of events with interest, and from 1824
with ever-increasing anxiety. He communicated this
anxiety to Sir John Colborne in 1834, and was re-
quested by him to carry out one of the suggestions
he offered, as a precautionary measure-the formation
of a corps of young men in Toronto, ostensibly for
the purpose of instruction in drill, that they might
be better fitted for commissions in the militia when
required. The corps was limited to seventy, that
being the number of rifles available from the military
stores. During the summer months of the three
successive years, FitzGibbon drilled these lads twice
a week, and in order to encourage them to equip them-
selves in correct military style, went to the expense
of procuring rifle uniforms for himself and eldest
son. This might well be called the first military
school in Canada.

Perhaps the ha.ppiest hours ·of those years were
spent in this labor of love. fe was a soldier before
eVeryt hing: ee v hver ae
ments, and took a genuine pride in the improvement
and -smartness of his company. He valued drill not
only as a means of making a man upright in his
carriage, prompt and -vigorous in his movements, but
as caleulated to regulate his mind, strengthen his
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character for uprightness, honesty, obedience and
straightforward simplicity, and draw out latent re-
source and talent. Add to this the confident expece-
tation that his efforts would not be thrown away"7
but in the hour of need the time spent in drilling
would bear fruit, and we may understand the pride
of the soldier in his " boys."

" It may not be irrelevant to observe in conclusion,"
writes one of the corps, the late Walter -Mackenzie,
"that .your previous .instructions. assuredly enabled
many members of the rifle corps to render efficient
service at the critical period in question (the out-
break). For myself, I may assert that my appoint-
ment to the command of one of the four principal
divisions organized in the Ma-rket Square of this place,
on, Tuesday morning, the 5th of December, 1837, must
have arisen from my connection with that body, and
that my confidence in assuming the charge was
materially increased by finding myself under the
guidance of an of.icer of your ardent zeal and dis-
tinguished services." (Letter from the late Walter
Mackenzie to Colonel FitzGibbon.)

The tidings of the rising of the French-Canadians
in Lower Canada in 1837 added certainty to Fitz-
Gibbon's forebodngaand ducd4m4oredouble- r
his efforts to persuade his friends and fellow-citizens
to join him inpreparing for the like contingency.

That the nembers of the Government at that date
were·not only swayed by the opinions and will of the
Governor then in office, but were practically governed
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by him, the light of the present day, thrown upon
the events of the past, shows plainly. Where, as in
1837, the Governor was a narrow-minded, self-opin-
ionated and obstinate.man, it mattered little of, what
constituents his council was composed. Good and
true men as many were, they were either overruled"
by the Governor's authority and determination, or
silenced by doubt, or fearful·of incurring the respon-
siblility of dissension or acting without his authority.
In such a man the rebels recognized tiheir most useful
ally, and in his obstinate, contradictory nature and.
his persistent disregard of the advice of- the few who
saw the probable result of such culpable blindness,
able assistants.*

*That FitzGibbon was not the only one who endeavored to warn
Sir Francis of the threatened danger and urge the need of precau-
tions being taken, is shown by the following extract from a letter
written from Cobourg by the Rev. Egerton Ryerson to a friend in
Kingston: ." You will recollect my mentioning that I pressed upon
Sir Francis Head the propriety and importance of making some
prudent provision for the defence of the city, in case any party
should be urged' on in the madness of rebellion so far as to attack
it. He is much blamed here- on account .of his over-weening con-
fidence, and foolish and culpable negligence in this respect."

Again, when telling his brother William of the efforts to induce
SirGorgeArthurSirrancis' successorto comnmutethe sentence
of Lount and Matthews, two of the rebels condemned to death, he
repeats: "I also mentioned to the Governor that you and the Rev.
J. Stinson had waited on Sir Francis about four weeks previous to
the-insurrection ; that you infornmed him of insurrectionary move-
ments about Lloydtownp and other plaes, which you had learned
frcm -me; that gu had strongly urged Sir Franis to raise volun-
teers and put the city and other places in a state of defence ; that

A VETERtAN OP 1819.
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FitzGibbon's way to his office in the Parliament
buildings lay, as has been said, along the Bay shore
on the stretch of land below Front Street. Here he

.frequently met Sir Francis Head on his way to walk
for exercise on the long wharf near the garrison.

These meetings led to long and animated conversa-
tions on many subjeets, but chiefly upon the state.of
the Province and political parties: The Governor's
opinions differed greatly fron FitzGibbon's on many

you and I had waited on the Attorney-General next day, and that
we had urged these things on him in a similar manner, but that
these statements- and advice had been disregarded, if not disbe-
lieved."

·Again, after expressing his decided opinion that " punishments
for political offeces can never be beneficial when they are inflicted
in opposition to public sentiment and sympathy," Dr.: Ryerson
adds: "The fact is, however, that Sir Francis Head deserves ini-
peachment just as much as- Samuel. Lount deserves execution.
Morally speaking, I cannot but ar Sir Francis as the more
guilty culprit of the two." (Extra from "The Story of my Life."
Ryerson.)

Again, after speaking of theevil effects *of Sir F. B. Head's
arbitrary 'conduct upon the country, and the state of dissatisfaction
every4vhere evident, William Ryerson says: "After all we know
but little of the calamities and miseries with which our once happy
landois now afflicted, and yet Sir Francis,- the most guilty author of
this nsery, escapes without punishment'- yes, with honor and

raise. How mystèri us-are theeways-of--Providenee,- how-idarkï
crooked and perverse the ways of men."

Colonel Foster, the. Assistant Adjutant-General, also repeatedly
urged Sir -Francis Head to retain a small regular force in the Upper
Province, and-he also wrote to Sir John Colborne, representing the
mischief that was likely. to be the result of the withdrawal of all
the military quartered in Upper Canada, particularly Torônto and
its vicinity.
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important points. Fearful that Sir Francis might
think he threw himself in hig way, or finding the
arguments their conversation often ended in irksome,
FitzGibbon, upon seeing him approaching, would
soietimes turn, aside in another direction, that he
might avoid meeting him. Sir Francis, however,
frequently called to him, or, if out of reach of his
voicè?beckoned him with his stick to wait for him.

FitzGibbon has left no details. of theie morning
chats, only the generil idea that he, too, took the
opportunity of urging >pon Sir Francis the great
need of making some preparation, or taking some
measures to ensure the safety of the city and the
prevention of loss of property; and by being in
readiness to 'put down. any rising, practically prevent
it. FitzGibbon, confident that his fears were not
groundless, saw it coming ; the Governor, deter-
minedly shutting his eyes, refused to believe it either
probable or possible.

When Sir John Colborne ·asked .Sir Francis Head
how many-of the troops theû in Upper Canada he
could spare for service in Lower Cana.da, he answered
" All."

When the last detachment, consisting of a sub-
ale dthirty-menwererreirwayfronPene;
tanguishene ·through Toronto, FitzGibbon begged the
Lieut.-Governor tokeep them in the city, "if only as
a nucleus for the militia to rally round."

This he also refused, saying, "No, not a man. The
doing so 'would destroy, the whole morale of my
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policy; if the militia cannot defend the Province, the
sooner it is lost the better."

"Then, sir," exclaimed FitzGibbon, "let us be armed
and ready to defend ourselves."

"No," replied Sir Francis, "I will do nothing. I
do not apprehend a rebellion in Upper Canada."

Six thousand stand of small arms with ammunition
had been sent a short time before to Toronto from
Kingston, and deposited by the Lieut. - Gôvernor's

. orders in the market buildings, under the keeping of
the civie authorities, the two cônstables being op
guard over them at night. FitzGibbon considered
this protection, under the circumstances, insufficient.
He called upon and urged Sir Francis to allow him
to organize a guard from his rifle corps to prevent
any attempt on the part of the rebels to obtain
forcible possession.

This.offer was also declined, the Lieut.-Governor
emphasizing his refusai by the assertion "that were
it not that he disliked to undo what he had already
done; he would have the arms brought to Govern-
ment House and entrusted to the keeping of his own
domestic servants."

In despair of being able to induce Sir Francis to _

realize-the needf actio TitzGibTn desisted nd
withdrew. Before reaching the passage he was re-
called by His Exéellency in person, and requested to
"make the offer in -writing." -

This .FitzGibbon was very willing to do, the man-
ner of. the request leading him to hope that his offer
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would then be accepted. His surprise, therefore,
may be understood, when the following day's- issue of
the Toronto Patriot, the -Tory organ, contained a

. printed copy of the offer made to His Excellency.
Hitd FitzGibbon been self-seeking, or anxious only

for self-aggrandizement, he miglit have turned this.
to his own advantage, but he saw only that Sir
Francis used the offer of a guard, for which "he had
asked in writing, to publish to the Province that he
had no fear of rebellion, and to throw odium on the
nian who urged preventive measures being taken.
Although such blindness seenis incredible, Sir Francis
doubtless calculated to be able in the event of there
being no rising, to boast of how much. more correctly
he had estimated the political situation than the more
anxious of his advisers.

But this was not all. Sir Francis not only made
an ungentlemanly use of this offer, but, knowing how
unlikely it was that a copy of the Patriot would ever
reach the eyes of the officials at home, he entirely
ignored the .offer in his despatches to the Colonial
Office.

Some little time previous 'to this, FitzGibbon had
been transferred from the command of the 4th Regi-
ment of York Militia to that of the lst.Regi<ent of
the city of Toronto. In this regiment FitzGibbon
found many vacancies. True to his nature to do at
once work that lay close to his hand,.and which he
considered from the circumstances required attention,
he macde out a, list of candidates for the vacant eom-
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missions and submitted it to His Excellency. Belïev-
ing it would ensure more speedy consideration being
paid to it, he carried the list to Sir Francis personally.
The Lieut.-Governor took the paper, read the list it
coutained and -handed it back to FitzGibbon, declining
posifively tou do anything until the following summer.
Exasperated by what he thought extraordinary folly,
yet unable. to act in this manner without authority,
FitzGibbon racked his excitable brain to devise means
by~which to make some preparation, however small,
to meet and hold the rebels.in check until, when the
Governor's eyes were opened by finding them at hisý
door, proper and more effective measures would be
taken to defeat them.

It must be remembered that ·FitzGibbon's popu-
larity, the devotion'to him personally he had won
from many he had at various times befriended, sym-
pathized with, or saved from getting into trouble or
sorrow; the friendly word and kindly smile he had
always ready. for the most insignificant, his intense
individuality, his ready interest in others* and the
sort of hero worship his daring deeds and reputation
had won for him in the minds of the lads. of the next
generation, put him in possession of means of infor-
mation whîch he might act uponueouk tbetray

He had also been the first provincial acting G d
. Master of the Freemasons in Upper Cana , and

though he had resigned that office in 1826, he was
. still a prominent, member of the fraternity. He had

lived in neighborly contact with his fellow-citizens

a 7 M
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for over twenty years. He .had been valued and
honored . by his commanders and superior .officers
through the war of 1812-14. . •

He had known York in the days when it was little
more than a garrison, and, in consequence of the civil
appointments he had held in the intervening years,
had not only had the opportunity but the will to
know every additional member of the increasing
population.

Sir Francis, on the other hand, knew little or noth-
ing of the colony he had been taken. from comparative
obscurity to govern-knew little in fact of men or
politics-had no tact, but was amply provided with
insular prejudice, without the knowledge which en-
nobles it or rôbs it of an obstinacy of which the only
designatory adjective «is pig-headed. Nor, it may be
said; did Sir Francis know anything of FitzGibbon
beyond what a man of his limited, penetration could
leari in the short period of his residence in. the Pro-
vince. The obstinate contradictoriness of his nature
resented being argued out of preconceived opinions by
a man of FitzGibbon's excitable temperament, and one
who'made no secret of having risen from he ranks
of a line regiment.*

* The-impression-may-itzGibbon'srepeatedassrtioutoL
this fact has led to maniy blunders on the.part of his, biographers,
who state that he was "the son of a poor cottar on the Knight of
Glin's estate," "of humble origin,",etc.-blunders which only'care-
fui séarch among family papers, a visit to the ruins of the old house
on the hill above-the towers of Glin, and the Knight's corroborative
testimony, gleanéd from his title deeds~ and family records, has
effectually eorrected.
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His anxious desire. to take ,some-. precautionary
measures receiving no encouraggpient, but distinctly
the reverse, from Sir Francis Head, FitzGibbon deter-.
mined upon acting on his own responsibility.

Enumerating the men in Toronto upon wh e loy-
alty he knew he could rely, to the- number of 126, and
taking the list to Government uHose, this irrepressible
defender of' his home showed it to Sir Francis, with
the intimation that he "intended to warn-each of the
men on the list to be in readiness to come armed to
the Parliament House, at any hour of . the day or,
night, upon hearing the college bell ring the alarm,"
and "that he also meant to ask the Mayor of the city
to warn all hip loyal friends eåmbif YongeStreet to
rally to his aid at the City Hall upon the ringing of
the cathedral bells."

Pausing for 'a moment, but not long enough' to
allow His Excellency to utter tie refusal he feared
was on his lips, FitzGibbon added: "For the doing of
this J dêsire to have your Excelleney's sanction, but
permit me to tell your Excellency that, whether you

give me leave or not, I mean to do it."
MIr Francis looked at him with indignant surprise

as FitzGibbon continued: "I say so with ail due re-
spect to-your Excelleney, as4he-representative of my
sovereign, but you are so convinced that we are .in.
no danger that .you will, take no precautions; but I,
being fully convinced that the danger is most immi-
nent, am detefined to take every measure inmy
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power to devise for the protection of my family and
friends."

Sir Francis did not repl i ediately, but, after a
se f doubt and unce ainty, he at last gave a

eluctant sent, sif it was forced from him
by the soldier's determined words.

Whether willingly or unwillingly givan, it was still
consent. Thanking His Exeellency, FitzGibbon with-
drew. He went at once to the CityI>all, where, in
the presence of Alderman Dickson (Dixon he com-
municated the result of his interview with Sir Prancis,
and asked the Mayor to co-operate with 'him and
undertake that someone should be at hand to ring
the bells of' the cathedral when xvar'ned by the rirg-
ing of the coll'oee bells.

Sir ,Zrancis not the only: one who thought
FitzGilb n -over-anxious and over-zglous in thus
taking timely precautions against surprise by the
rebels, who, he knew, were arming and being drilled
in the outlying districts about Toronto. When he
called upon the.Chief Justice be. met with something
of the same opposition he had regeived at the hands
of the Lieut.-:Governor.! Upon statíg his cbject àad
expressing his fears, the .Chief sai d: "Colonel Fitz
OibbonT cannotparake o yfourapehend
J am sorry you are alarming the people in this way."

FitzGibbon repeated what he had said to Sir
Francis, and again reiterated his determination not to
be persuaded by anyone to desist from taking what

precautionx he eod against being surprised byan
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undisciplined rabble such as he expected the rebél
force would be. fHe, however, yielded so 'far to the
Chief Justice as to agree to warn the heads of families
only.

The insurgriçte s were gathered, the -rebellion
broke oit,. and the college bells rang the alarm beforel
.FitzGibbon had time to warn fifty of the one hundred
and twenty-six men whose names were on his list.

Although the- following letter was written s<pne
two years. later, J think I cannot do better thaninsert ,it here. FitzGibbon nè'er blamd -the men
who at this time were so increduloûs. They lad as
deep interests at stake as any could live, and would
have been as prompt to, defend them had they not
been blinded by the false security in which Sir
Francis had wrapped himself, and apprehended -no
danger of any actualvrebellion. The conduct of, the
Chief Justice after the event was, however, that of a
generous man. It çoîl~rasted very favorably. with
that of the-Governor.b

(Extract frorm the lette- of Chief Justice'Rbinson.)

"MY DEAR Bis1OP, think Colonel FitzGibbon
may fesel assured that the Government has a justsense of faithfulanjva -I adany doubt of this, I *ould mòst -eadily repeat in
writing what I have taken occasion to say to theSecretaryof State on that subject.

"During the many years that Colonel FitzGibbon
has resided in Upper Canada, his resolute character,
his. ardent loyalty, and his active and intelligent

'11
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mind, have led him and have enabled him to render
important services to the Government and to the
Province, and on several occasions when I think it
would have been difficult to find anyone else who.
could have discharged the same duty so -eficiently.

With regard to his services in 1837, I have no
doubt (and J should be ha'ppy to state this on every
occasion where it could be useful to him) that his
earnest conviction before the outbreak that violence
would be attempted, and the measures of precaition
which he spontaneously took in consequence of that
impression, were the means of saving the Government
and the loyal inhabitants of Toronto from being for
a time at least at the mercy of the rebels; and I
believe that the most disastrous consequences would
have followed the surprise which Colonel FitzGib-
bon's vigilance prevented. '-His conduct also, when
the crisis did occur, was most meritoriou-

The Legislature has shown a strong .'ee of ths
service, and a great desire to reward it;'and I am
persuaded that no one would receive moe pleasure
than the present Lieut.-Governor of Upper -Canada
and his predecessor, from any measure of. fHer Majes-
ty's .which should have the· effect of recompensing
Colonel FitzGibbon in sich manner as may be most
agreeable and useful to himself.

"(Signed) . JOHN B. ROBINSoN.

[Enclosed in a.note from the Lord Bishop of Tor-
-dateod n&3-Sakvile-Streetl6tAugust,

1839.]
On Saturday, December 2nd,"a man whose name

is not given in any of the papers, either printed or
in manuscript to whiçlh I have h d access, came tç
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the Adjutant-General's office and asked to speak with
FitzGibbon in private.

At .this interview FitzGibbon obtained further
information concerning the movements of the disafz
fected, and of arms being sent from ail pôints to the
north of Toronto. He endeavored to persuade his
informant to repeat it to the iGovernor and his Coun-
cil, but without success. The man declined positively
He had revealed what'he had seen and heard to Fitz-
Gibbon as to a fellow-mason, and refused to run the.
risk of losing life or property at the hands of the
rebels by .permitting his name to transpire. They
(the rebels) knew that he had come into. town upon
urgent private business, and believed it was for that
alone he was there. He could not depend upon any-
one else keeping his name secret, .and if it was be-
trayed, assassination upon his return, or destruction
to his property if he remained ip town, would be the
inevitable result.

Knowing how much more satisfactory thjs infor-
mation would be if .delivered first-hand to thš Lieut.-
Governor, instead of through him, FitzGibbon urged
it by every argument he could advance, .but only
succeeded so far as 10 induce the man to say where
he migh't be found, if Sir Francis should demandlis-
presence.

The tidings warranted the belief that the outbreak
was as imminent as FitzGibbon feared, yet such was
the Qpposition he met with both from the Governor
and his assembled. Council, to whom he lost no time
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in communicating it, that the man was summoned
and interviewed by -Sir Francis and the Attorney-
General, and the intelligence discussed for nearly six
hours without any definite- conclusion being arrived
at or any orders issued to meet even a possible emer-
gency.

In vain FitzGibbon urged the necessity of some
precautions bei»ng taken, some preparation being made
to guard against surprise. Neither the Lieut.-Gover-
nor nor his. Council would consent, the lion. Wm.
Allen alone advocating FitzGibbon's advice being
taken.

In reply, to Sir Francis' weak objection, that 'the
man's report had not made the> same impression on
his mind as it had * apparently upon Colonel Fitz-
Gibbon's, the information he brought being at third
and fourthhand, FitzGihbon reiterated the question-:

'What inpression does it make on the man's own
mind? fHas he not seen in a blacksmith's forge -bags
filled with what- -he has no doubt are pike-heads ?

-"Has he not seen the handles already made, and, the
timber preparéd for more, which, he was told, were
intended for hayrakes or pitchforks? And has he
any doubt at all of the object of' all the preparations
which he, from day to day, has seen making in the
neighborhood ?'

"Whereupon the Hon. Wm. Allen said : 'What would
you have, gentlemen ? Do you expect the rebels will
come and'give you information at first-hand? How
can yoù expect such information but at second, third
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or fourth hand ? J am as long in this country as most
of you, gentlemen. I know the people of this coun-
try as .well as most of you, and I agree in every
work spoken here to-day by Colonel FitzGibbon, and
think that an hour should not be .lost without prepar-
ing ourselves for defence.'

"After Mr. Allen had done speaking, I turned to
His Excellency and said: 'In short, sir, when I came
here this-morning, I.expected that your Excellency
would give me leave to go into the streets and take
up ery half-pay officer and· discharged soldier I
could fin 'n the city, and place them this very day in
the garriso to defend it.'

" To this His Excellency answered: 'What would the
people of England say were we thus to arm? And
besides, were we to pass the militia by, they would
feel themselves insulted.'

" To which J replied: 'Pardon me, your Excellency;
they would rejoice to see me organize the inilitary to
be a nucleus for them to rally round.'

"When I withdrew from this meeting or council,
and reflected-onl alltt ffleJi
should be looked upon by those present as a presump-
tuous and-arrogant- manfor tspoke-with gea
earnestness and fervor." ("An Appeal to the People
of UJpper Canada.")

This meeting was held on Saturday. Nothing was
done until Monday morning, when FitzGibbon being
sent for, Sir Francis read a militia general order,
appointing him Adjutant-General, and ordered him
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to sign all general orders and documents issuing from
the Department as Adjutant-General.

After a moment's hesitation, FitzGibbon declined
putting himself into what would be a false position.
The law allowed ônly one adjutant-general, and as
Colonel Coffin still held that post, another could .not
legally be appointed. Reflecting, however, that even
the nominal holding of such a position would enable
him to do -much upon the authority.of his office that
would otherwise be impossible, FitzGibbon consented,
provided the words " Acting Adjutant-General " were
allowed to follow his signature.- There "was another
reason for his reluctance to accept this appointment,
in the -fact that some time previously Sir Francis had
questioned him upon the condition of thé working of
the Adjutant-General's department, and the state of
things was such that he had been obliged to report;
neglect and inefficiency on the part of the official
holding that position; and his being a personal friend
-made it a sin against the noblesse oblige of his race to
appear to supplant him. Now, however, he saw no
alternative but to do so to some extent, or lose the
one chance that ofi.edbywhiEhi nigit obtainithè
power to do what he was so confident the safety of
the country requiredx.Itïwas a .scrimfe o, personat

-feeling for the benefit of others, the loss of one for
the gain of the m'any. That the friendship between
the two men was unbroken 'by it is, but one more
proof of the estimation for integrity of purpose and

204
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loyalty to the truth in which FitzGibbon was held by
friend and foe alike.

Sir Francis consented to the proviso, and imn-
ately prepared a militia general order, appealing to
the officers commanding regiments and corps in the
Province, and conveying instructions for their guid-
ance in the event of that which- FitzGibbon- now
believed was inevitable-the possible outbreak of re-
bellion.

FitzGibbon carried a copy of . this order to the
Queen's printer the same day, but it was not ready
for circulation in time to be of much use as a pre-
cauti.onary measiure. The outbreak, occurred on the
night of .the saine day in which it was placed in t
printer's hands.

Though FitzGibbon, in writing of this memorable
day, December 4th, has given no positive detail of
information obtained which served to increase his
apprehensions of the imminence of the outbreakthis
actions go to prove that he. believed.it but a:question-
of hours. Mackenzie had attacked him persônally
in the columns of his paper, and was probably kept
informed . by his friends of FitzGibbon's appeals to
Sir Francis, as well as of* the Lieut.-Governor's refusals

-- to-provite gainsTsurprise.
On the alternoon. of the 4th, the discovery that,

suspicious-looking characters had been seen lurking
about the neighborhood of his house, led FitzGibbon
to believe that he miglht'be especially marked for the
rebel vengeance.
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There is a dim recet 1 nin my mind of a story
old me when a very smal child-so dim, however, it

is, jhat J do no wish advance it here as authentic
in the remotest degree. If, however, there is even
the least foundation of truth in it, FitzGibbon's cer-
tainty of the advanêe of the rebels and their singling
him out for especial attention would be explained.

The story was told us in the nursery, and belongs
to the treasured· traditions of my childhood. One of
the .young men, returning from an outlying district
in the early dusk of the winter twilight, happened to
pass by a low house in the northern outskirts of the
city. A light in an upper window and the mention
of FitzGibbon's name heard through, a narrow open-
ing, the sash being raised on a reel of cotton, attracted
his attention. He stayed to hear more. His horse's
feet making no sourid upon the soft, wet grass, the.
gentle creature, obeying his hand, -drew close to the
window in silence. Half a dozen men were in close
converse in the room, discussing the intended march
onToronto that night;and their confidence of success.

Waiting to hear no more, the lad walked his horse
until out of -hearing from the house, thèn hastened
into the city to . report what he had heard to Fitz-
Gibbon.. W1iether-in-coinfidence, or whether the in-
formant was ohe of his own sons, and he feared the
lad's interest and excitement had exaggerated the
irportance of what he had overheard, and did not
wish his·name mentioned, my memory fails to recall;
the chief item impressed on my hildish mind being
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that some important intelligence was obtain'd through
a window sash propped open with a reel of cotton,
and that the rider had such loving control over his
horse that he was enabled to ride away undiscovered,
and convey the tidings to the colonel,

FitzGibbon merely says, that as night approached
he became:more apprehensive of impending danger,
and consequently determined to sleep at his office in
the Parliament House until he c&nsidered the crisis
over. Late in the day he invited several of his
friends to spend thie evening with him, an invitation
readily accepted. Although they might not share
his apprehensions, many were willing to share his
vigils. FitzGibbon was an excellent 'raconteur, and
is frequently spoken of as "one. of the most enter-
taining and amusing men of his day.". Few of the
men of his acquaintance- would refusé to spend the
night with him.

About ten o'clock, some other incident occurring,
the detail of whidh he does not give, FitzGibbon

.deemed it as well to inform His Excellency of his
fears for the. night, and his intention ofremaining at
the buildings. Hefound upon reaching Government
House that Sir Francis had retired for the night,
Looking bakeïnow-upo-nthe~fnsistece of the man,

one cannot but acknowledge that he must havë been
regarded as an intolerable nuisance by.those who did
not share his apprehensions, and this disturbing of
vice-regal slumbers a great annoyance.

In vain Mrs. Dairymple protested that her brother
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was fatigued, and that it Ias hari that he should
be disturbed. FitzGibbon insisted, and the Governor
came down in his dressing-gown to hear what he had
to say, and no doubt returned to his rest in nowise
more. convinced than hitherto, and possibly in no
very amiable .mood. An hour later, information was
brought to FitzGibbon that the rebels were actually

approaching the city in force from the north.
Sending Mr. Cameron, one of his rifle corps, to

ring the, college bell, FitzGibbon mounted a horse
belonging to the House messenger and kept in a
stable close at hand, and galloped fromhouse to house
in the west end of the city, warning the occupants
and bidding them hasten to the Parlianent buildings,
armed, as the rebels were then approaching the city.
The collegë bells were rung, but the city bells were
still silent. Annoyed and anxious lest nothing but
a confused, unarinedodyof-ed
ble, to fall an easy prey to the rebels, and knowing
that even momentary success would swell the rebel
ranks, FitzGibbon rode to the cathedal. 'Finding
the doors still locked, he shouted for someone to
run for the keys ; then, when to his impatience the
messenger seemed along in -returning, he called for
axes-t-reak-open-tle-doorsv-Th-e--keysr-howeverv
arrived in time to prevent other means being resorted
to; the doors opened and the.bells rung, but not until
half an hour of what might have been valuable time
was lost. FitzGibbon had relied on the promise given
him by the Mayor, that the city bells should be rung
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as soon as the ringing of the college bells gave the
alarm.

Giving directions that the cases containing the
arms in the City Hall should be opened, and their
contents distributed to the men as they came in, Fitz-

Gibbon, accompanied by two students, who were also
mounted, rode up Yonge Street to ascertain what pro-
gress the rebels were making toward the city. Reach-
ing the ravine opposite Rosedale without encountering
any rebel force, FitzGibbon began to fear that his
alarm was premature, and that he had laid himself
open to ridicule by his extraordinary proceedings
and excitement. He determined, however, to guard
against possible contingeales and carry out his plans.
He, saw there would be time to place a picket on
Yonge Street, to check the expected advance of the
rebels, but before turning to retrace his steps, he ex-
pressed a regret that he had not a fv móre mounted
and arped men with him, as he miight then have
ridden on to Montgomery's, the reported headquarters
or rendezvôus of the enemy, and reconnoitred his
position..more satisfactorily. The twp lads, eagerly
volunteered .to do so, but FitzGibbon was very re-
luctant to allow them to undertake such a service.

-4ne- of-tem, rBrockyhad beñsnt outo~Canada
and placed under his especial care by his father,
Major Brock, who ha'd served with FitzGibbon in'the
49th, and had since proved himself a most generous
and kind friend.

*Not wishing to expose his friend's son to unneces-
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sary danger, FitzGibbon at first refused, but the lads
were so anxious and so confident no harm would
happen them, that he at length consented and returned
to the city without thein. Hie had not ridden many
yards before he met Mr. Powell, one of,'the city alder-
men, and Mr. McDonald, the wharfinger, also riding
out to learn what truth there was in the rumors of
rebels mustering at Montgomery's. .FitzGibbon hailed
them with satisfaction, begged them to ride on quickly
and overtake M*r. Brock and Mr. Bellingham, and
continued his way, relieved of some of his anxiety
concerning the lads. FitzGibbon's surprise was there-
fore great upon arriving at Government House a short
time after to find Mr. Powell there before him. Mr.
Brock and hisfriend had been met and taken prisoners
by the rebels within a few minutes .of their parting
with FitzGibbon and Mr Powell, encountering thèm
directly after, had 'been summoned to -surrender him-
self also. Instead of complying, he had fired at'and
shot their leader, then turning his.horse had galloped
back to town. Finding ,he toll-bar shut, and no one
replying to his shout, fearing pursuit, he had left his
horse and made his way across the fields to Govern-,
ment. House, where he found the. Governor still in
bed;thrécdamor-of the-blsnet-having4distrbedhm-
Mr. Powell's report roused hiim to the reality of the
impending danger, and for the first time he was'ready
to take FitzGibbon's advice, though it- was only to
dress himself and come with him to the market-place.

While FitzGibbon was thus escorting the Lieut.-
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Governor to the centre of defensive operations, the
City Hall, Judge Jones, who had grumbled at the
over-zeal of FitzGibbon when wakened by his messenr-
ger an hour before, had also realized the necessity for
action. He had formed a picket, and marched it- out
to the toll-bar on -Yonge Street. Riding thither,
FitzGibbon learned that the rebels, alarmed by the
fall of. their leader and the ringing of theity bells,
had returned to .Montgomery's. Sentries were then
carèfully posted. • The remainder of the night was
spent in arming and organizing the citizens.

One of the first men FitzGibbon had roused when
warned of the approach of the rebels was the Assis-
tant Adjutant-General, Colonel Foster. Tohim, more
than perhaps to any other member :of thé Govern-
ment, was due'the rapid and effective organization
of the mass of excited citizens-who' had rushed.
unarmed, and in many cases panic-stricken, to the
market-place-into an orderly defensive force.

FitzGibbon' speaks in one of his letters of- this
night as one of the most anxious he ever spent. If
we consider the nature of the service required of him,
we may realize his anxiety. He had to deal with an
excited mob, hastily aroused from their beds, many of
them- iympathizerswithorremseIes unavowedy
rebels, crowding to the City Hall unarmed, but ready
to seize the weàpons servëd out (without any pýssi-
bility of distinguishing friend from foe), and use
them either in attack or defence, whichever side scored
the first success and turned the scale ; but recently,(

ÉlÏ



212 AVETERAN OF 18,12.

almost at the eleventh hour, appointed to the com-
-mand, having no regular soldiers, men who fall into
the ranks mechanically at a word and obey orders in
silence ;;with militia regiments insufficiently officered
amid the darkness, the clamor of the bells mingled
with the excited exclamations of the iob; the panic
caused by 'the flying rumiors and exaggerated reports
of the extent of thé outbreak (rumors circulated by
Mackenzie's friends and sympathizers), and -the feel-
ing of certainty that if the rebel force struck the first
blow' with even partial success, hundreds who now
appeared loyal would join the standard of revolt.
Under such circumstances, wè can not .only realize
FitzGibbon's anxiety, btit can understand the value
of the few old military officers and men upon wh<se
technical and practical knowledge,. as well as loyalty,
he could rely.

The militia certainly deserved the chief 'eredit and,
great praise for 'service rendered under most trying
circumstances, but the assistance of men like Colonel

"Foster was a large factor in thé organization of the
people into a force capàble of guarding the city.
FitzGibbon speaks later of Sir Francis Head's desire
to act through the militia rather than through those
who hadany-pretensionsto-military-xperiene,,-s-if
regardless of tthe injury -he must do by neglecting to
avail himself of the professional s'ervices at his dis-
posal, giving as an -instance in point Sir Francis'
refusaI o accept an officer formerly.belonging to the
68th Ligit Infántry ·as his aide-de-camp, reque9ting

68th ightInfâtry i in
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that FitzGibbon should send him a militia officer.to
act in that capacity on Thursday, December 7th.

This, policy of the Lieut.-Governor may in'a
measure account for thé ab¥snce of many- names in
the various accounts&òf that-period and the promin-
'née given to the militiâmen in the excitement -in

Toronto during the first few days.of the rebellion in
Upper Canada.

By sunrise on Tuesday, the men-w-ere formed in
platoons in the: Market Square, the. one gun, a 6-
pounder, mounted and loaded in front ,of the City
Hall.*

Rumors reaching FitzGibbon that the rebels, having
retired to Montgomery's, xvera fellingtrees and forti-
fying their position,·he rode out · to ascertain what
truth there might be ein the 'report. He'was accom-
panied by Captain Halkett of the'Guards, Sir Francis'

*Extract from 'William Ryerson's letter to Dr. Ryerson, Decem-
ber 5th, 1837:

"Last night about twelve Qr one o'clock the bells rang with great
violence; we all thought it was the alarm of fire, but being unable
to see any light we thought it Was a false alarm, and we remained
quiet until this mornring, when on visiting the market-place I 'found
a large number of persons serving out arms to others as fast as-ithey
posibly could. . Among other, we saw the Lieut. -Governor, in his-
everj-aylâsuit, with one double.barrelled'gun in his hand, anotber
leigtng against his breast; and a brace ofpistols in his leatherh belt.
Also Chief Justice Robinson, Judges Macaulay, Jones and McLean,
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General, with their muskets,
cartridge boxes and bayonets, all standing inrranks as privatê
soldiers, uîider the comman4 of Colonel FitzGibbon." ("Story of
my Life," p. 177.)

4
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aide-de-camp and four others. The rumor was with-
out foundation, the road was open and the position of
the rebels such that FitzGibbon felt confident a prompt
attack would certainly disperse them without much,
if aûy, loss. Full. of this opinion he returned, and
going at once to Sir Francis, begged to 1 e allowed to
niarèh three hundred of the five hundred men then
in the Market Square, with the 6-pounder, to attack
the enemy at once. To his surprise and indignation
Sir Francis replied: "No,-sir, I will not fight them
on 1;heir ground; they must fight me on mine."

In vain FitzGibbon urged the advisability of mak-
ing an attack upon the rebels before their number
increased. In vain he represented how much'less the
loss of life and prôperty would be if- the rebels were
defeated or dispersed before they entered or attacked
the city-how muçh less difficult to surround and
defeat them 'on their own ground, or to defend one
entrance td the city, if they should be even partially
successful in resisting the attack, than fo guard and
watch 'the many .apprôaches by which their most
powerful weapon, incendiarism, might enter it.

-Sir Francis would listen to none of his arguments
or entreaties.. Finding that persistence only aroused
irritatIinTiC;tzG vIL Inet Uanlu-y desisted.

Tuesday was spent in further preparation. The
picket posted by Judge Jones on Yonge Street.had
been withdrawn in the .morning, and as the evening
approached FitzGibbon undertook to form auother to
mount guard during the night.
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While selecting and draw"ing up· .the men, Sir
Francis -saw him from a neighboring window, and
sending for him demanded, " What are you doing? "
Upon FitzGibbon replying that he was. forming a
picket to place on Yonge Street, he ordered him per-
emptorily not to send out a man. FitiGibbon urged
not only the importaned but the absolute necessity of
not leaving the road open and unguarded. Sir Francis
only reiterated his conimand.

"We have not men enough to defend the city. Let
us defend our posts, and it is -my positive order that
you do not leave this building yourself."

FitzGibbon protested against such an arbitrary
command, but Sir Francis only, repeated it. Disgusted
at suchignorance, and annoyed that he should be the
victim; feeling that he was being treated like a child
who had been given a task to do, and then told he
was incapable of attempting.it, FitzGibbon left the
room-not, however, to obey. He was nôt a- man
to give up what lis knowledge of military4actics
and night fighting, as well as the possible desigùs of
the rebel force, such as had flocked to Maekenzie's
standard, told him was the right and best course to
pursue. The picket posted on Yonge Street was a
necessaryzprecaîtin; and,1&ir-Frani@csmncmdan t
the contrary, he meant to so post it. He only. did
out of His Excellency's sight what he would other-
wise have done under his ees. He formed the pjeket,
placed it under the command of Sheriff Jarvis, marched
it -outand posted it himself.
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Upon his return, he went directly t Sir Francis,

reported himself and told what he h done. Sir
Francis rebuked him angrily, but in milde\ temîns than
he had expected.

An hour afterwards, when tidings were brought to
Sir Francis that the sheriff and his picket; had been
taken prisoners by the rebels, he turned to itzGibbon
and reproached him bitterly for his disobedience. But
the soldier scoffed at the report. The sheriff was no
fool; the pickets had·been well posted, and directions
for their guidance too carefully given for such a re-
sult; and though Sir Francis' wrati was somewhat
appeased by the arrival of a second rumor that .the
picket had escaped, FitzGibbon was as incredulous
of it as of the first. When, a short time after, Mr.
Cameron came fron the sheriff to report to the Gov-
ernor that the euemy had approached the picket, been
fired upon and fled, leaving several of their men dead
upon the road, Sir Francis acknowledged, by desisting
from his reproaches, that FitzGibbon had acted ad-
visdly.

A few minutes later, an anonymous letter was
handed to Sir Francis, warning. him that the rebels
intended to come in before day and set fire to the
cityn seäverafpaces simultaneouslyyn-rth-eopeof-
distracting its defenders or driving them from their
positions, especially'-their.stand. at the City Hall
where the arms and.armmunitiôn were stored.

It was ascertained the following day that the. party
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driven back by Sheriff Jarvis' picket had been de-
spatched by the rebel leader for this purpose.

Alarmed by this letter for the safety of the spare
arms, Sir Francis gave orde hat they should be
removed to the Parliament euildings, which, being
isolated, were less accessible tô an incendiary. There
were no wagons or other means of transport availh
able. It was midnight, cold and dark, the roads
were bad, and the men weary from watching and
excitement.

FitzGibbon knew that if Sir Francis Head's plan
of ordering the men to leave their loaded weapons at
their posts, shoulder half-a-dozen. of the spare un-
loaded arms and convey them o the Parliament
House, was carried out, nothing.but confusion and
probable disaster would be the result. Uncertain of
the loyalty of many of the men armed to defend the
city, if opp "tyunty arose of helping the rebels; cer-
tain .that they were surrounded by spies and-sym-.
pathizers who would advise their friends of any
such proceedings, .FitzGibbon opposed the Lieut.-
Governor by every argument and persuasion he could
think of or advance.

Sir Francis persisted, and rememberinghow re-
-eently-his orlers Elid~be~openly disobeyed, he

appeared the more,obstinately -determined that this
one should be ·executed. FitzGibbon was in despair.
He continued to remonstrate, assurîng Sir Francis
that if he would allow the arms. to. remain where
they were till daylight, he would himsel.f undertake

14 -
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them to keep the rebels at such a distance as would
ensure their safety, for he apprehe»ded the very worst
results from such a movement as Sir Francis ordered

being made in the dark.
Fortunately at this moment a shout from the street

announced the arrival of Col. Macnab, with upwards
of sixty men, from H milton. Turning to the Lieut.-
Governor, FitzGib n said: "Now, sir, we are. safe
till morning, for with this reinforcement you can
guard every approach to any distance from which ve
can be injured." Sir Francis yielded, although Fitz-
Gibbon had seized. upon the arrival more as an argu-
ment by which he might. gain his point, than because
he thought the additional number made any appre-
ciable 'difference. in their security from the fire-brands
of the rebels.

The remainder of the night passed without'dis-
turbance, and on the ,following day the arms were
transferred.to the Parliament Buildings.
· During the day (Wednesday) volunteers and militia
came in from Hamilton and Niagara by water,- and
from the country by the eastern and western roads.
The city was soon crowded. There was not a sufficient
cnmissaritT orh eanmentsuppies-wereM^eon-
veniently available, the householders had to hide
away their provisions to ensure a bar-e subsistence for
themselves, and the danger -of a famine was more to
be dreaded than any attack from the rebels. It be-

came an imperative necessity to attack them, to defeat
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their enemies and disperse their friends with the
least possible delay.r

During the day the Attorney-General met Fitz-
Gibbon in the corridor of the Parliament House, and
showed him a militia general ordei appointing
Colonel Maenab to .the command of the militia in
the Home District, to which his (FitzGibbon's) name
was affixed. Indignant at finding his name appended
to a document he hàd never before seen, FitzGibbon
was about. to demand, in no measured terms, who had
dared to act fo'r him; but reflecting how important it
was that he should not add to the already great diffi-
culties which mustarise where such a. number of men
and officers from all parts of the country had come
together, and, without any regular organization, were
to march against the common foe, he said nothing.

Night came on and no orders were-'given by Sir
Francis for the attack.

FitzGibbon waited until eight o'clock; then, too
anxious and impatient to delay longer, he went to
Government House in search'of Sir Francis Head, and
was told the Lieut.-Governor was at the Archdeacon's.

On returning to his office he met the Hon. William

Allen aid Mr. Draper. He asked them to go with
him~ to-SirFrancis andurge an sac being made on
the following morning.

After diseussing the .matter for nearly two hours
without arriving at · any conclusion more definite
than a promise from Sir Francis that he would give
ordere to. attack the rebels on the following day,
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FitzGil>on rose to leave. Sir Francis had, unknown
to FitzGibbon, promised Colonel Màcnab the command.
FitzGibbon, naturally concluding that, as Adjutant-
General and the man upon whom so much- had

devolved, he was in command, could not understand
His Excelleney's hesitation in giving him the neces-
sary orders.

Now, although his attention was drawn to it by
Mr. Allen, the question was still undecided when he
left to attend to other pressing duties.

After visiting the pickçets and'guards FitzGibbon
went home. He had had no rest since Sunday night.
Learning that some suspicious-lôoking people had
been fired at in the neighborhood of his house, he
ýdeemed it wiser to return to his office, where he slept
until four o'clock on Thursday morning.

Believing that he should eventually be given the
command, he spent the first half-hour on awaking
in drawing a rough memorandum for the attack. As
it may be interesting to those curious about such
details to give this roughly-sketched memorandum -
here,.I copy it from the original draft. It is written
on coarse foolseap and docketed

December 7th, 1837.

ROUGH SKETCH OF DISTRIBUTION FOR THE ATTACIQ
THIS MORNING:

Colonel Macnab.
Lieutenant Nash....T..st Company......Advance Guard.

Coppinge .. 2nd
Garrett....3rd

Major Draper.
Henry Sherwood.
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Two Guns.
Captain Vm. Jarvis..l.....1st Company......Ba talion.

Campbell..........2nd "

Nation............3rd
Taylor,...........4th

^" Jno. Powell ....... 5th "

Henry.Sherwood...........6th
. Henry Draper ............. 7th

Donald Bethune. , .......... Sth "

Colonel Samuel McLean.........Lieutenant Cox to aid.
Lieut. -Colonel Geo. Duggan.
Major Jno. Gamble.
Judge Macaulay.
Colo5é1 MeLean.

' Jones ................. For the left Battalion.

' Jno. Macaulay.
Captain Macaulay.

Durnford.
Artillery.

Captain Mathias.,
Major Carfrae.
Captain.Leckie.

Dragoons.-

Three Companies in front.
One Gun, Major Carfrae.

Four Companies:
The men of Gore, under Colonel Macnab.

One Gun.
Four Companies:

Right flank under Colonel S. Jarvis.
One-Company-MenoScari the woods with

Colonel McLean (Allen).
Left flank under Colonel McLean (Archibald).

Two Companies under Colonel Jones.

Whether or not this disposition of the force was
afterwards adhered to, there is no record among
FitzGibbon's papers.. It may have been altered.
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We find when Sir Francis declined to accept the
services of Captain Strachan as his aide-de-camp for
the day, that FitzGibbon sent Henry, Sherwood in
his stead, and asked Captain Sfrachan to remain near
him during the attack upon the rebels.

Trifling as these details appear to us niow, they are
indicative of the antagonism and irritating friction
between the two men, as well as finger-posts pointing
out the cause of much misunderstanding. They also
show the influences under which- each acted according
to his knowledge or characteristics, or was swayed
by thé impulses of the moment.

The question of who should be given the command
was still unanswered. FitzGibbon would not ask it
himself, yet no one else seemed to be moving in the
matter. While in this iuncertainty, Judge Macaulay
and the Hon. John. Macaulay came into his room,
anxious to learn what were the plans for the day.
FitzGibbon told them what had passed at the Arch-
deacon's the previous evening, and asked if they
would go to Sir Erancis, who was sleeping in a room
near by, and ascertain his wishes. A »few minutes
later, FitzGibbon was sqnt for. He found Colonel
Maenab also by Sir.Francis' bedsi.de.

The scene must have been a curious one: the
dishevelled, half-roused Lieut.-Governor resting on
his elbow in the camp-bed, the rival commanders on
either side of hiûà; the two Maçaulays, one of them
an old comrade and friend of FitzGibbon's early days
in the country, one who had fought beside him in

1 . 4.*
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the campaign of 1814, and knew his military abili-
ties. and reputation, standing by, interested spectators
of the scene. Here, too, was an opportunity for
the exeFise of / the Lieut.-Governor's fondness for
"rou éd periods-" and "love of epigram."* . He did
not lose it. . FitzGibbon says: "1He raised himself up
and said that l e 'found himself in a painful position,
having as rivais before him two officers of equal zeal,
of equal bra ry,and of equal talent; competing for
the command"

The last c mparison roused onr hero's indignation,
Colonel Ma nab's pretensions to military knowledge
or talent ere drawn from a cadetship of one year,,
an ensign's commission for less, and no rank at all in
the militiý until after FitzGibbon had held that of
full coloxiel. No wonder he stepped back and looked
at Sir Francis. The situation was <dramatic. One
regrets .that some sketch or cartoon of it has not
come'doen to us from the pen of one or other of 1he
two witnesses.~ The result of the interview was a
request from the Lieut.-Governor that FitzGibbon
and the Macaulays would leave him to settle the
question with Colonel Macnab. After waiting half an
hour in-the corridor, they were recalled and told that
ColonelMaéIa]had released him from his promise,

and the command was given to Colonel FitzGibbon.
Without a si le thoiight or reflection on what

* Lord Melbourne's ech the British House of Commons, on
Sir Francis and the Re ion.
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might b the terms of such a surrender, FitzGibbon
shook hands with Colonel Macnab, and hurried away
to do what he thought had been already delay&d too
lng---to organize the force for the attack.

FitzGibbôn never blamed Colonel MacdfWg' pIny
way for this rivalry, if so it can be called-he
but did as he was told. The two men were'always
great .friends; Sir Francis' extraordinary behavior
roused no jealousy nor caused misunderstanding be-
tween them. Although Colonel Macnab received the
honor of knighthood at the hands of Her Majesty
and a sword from the colonists ·for his share in quell-
ing the rebellion, FitzGibbon was at the time 'about
to be, rewarded 1m a manner more adequate, to his
needs, and the fact that fhe never received it caused
no more than a passing comparison with Colonel
Maenab's better fortune. That Macnab was equally
generous will be seen later.

Few.whose knowledge of Canadian militia is litnited
to the fine body of well-drilled men forming any of
our city regiments of to-day, can realize the difficulty
of forming the militia of 1837-many of them but
raw levies from the scattered settleménts throughout\
the country-into an effective attacking army. The
noment h-tme-coInn-mahedy--F*itzfibbon's-spirits-

rose. He was confident of success-success, too, with-
out much, if· any, attendant bloodshed. He had no
doubt but the rebels would fly after a brief resistance,
if tliey stood their ground:at all. These expectations
were, as we know, realized. The rebels fled in haste;
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the attacking force broke, their ranks and pursud i¯n
such disorder that it was little more than one crowd
running after another.

FearingJest- the rebels might take -advantage of
the disorder in the ranks of their pursuers and rally,
FitzGibbon kept well in the advance, that in' the
event of his fear being realized, h& might make an
effort to re-form at least a portion of his men. It was,
not required; the enemy fled in al directions. The»r
leader, Mackenzie, being very closely pressed, left his
horse and took to the woods on foot.

Giving up the pursuit and returning,. FitzGibbon
met a party of- about forty men. Asking the officer
in command where he was bound for, he rqceived the
reply that they had been ordered to burn Gibson's
house. Montgomery's was already in flames, having,
much to FitzGibbon's regret, been set fire to by some
of the moré excited of the loyalists, but Gibson's house,
being out of the waysome two miles, had hitherto
escaped.

Believing there must be some mistake, as nothing
could be. gained by such action, the officer repeating
that he had positive orders, FitzGibbon, rode rapidly
after the now returning main body, in order to ascer-

-- tainom-Sir-Francisifhe-had-givnthe omanid
Before reaching him hé was met by Mr.· Sherwood,
Sir Francis' aide-de-camp, with the intimation that
"the Lieut.-Governor wished the men recalled who
who' were ,going to burn Gibson's house, as he did
not wish it burned." Sending Capt. Strachan to over-
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take the detachment and countermand the obnoxious
order, FitzGibbon rode on himself to the main body.

A few minutes later he was called and told that
His Excellency wished to see him immediately at the
head of the cohumn. FitzGibbon obeyed the sum-
mons, and to his surprise the order to save Gibson's
house was countermanded. He endeavored to remon-
strate, but Sir Francis was obstinate. He laid his
hand on FitzGibbon's arm as he rode. along beside
him, and repeated, authoritatively:

.ilear .me; let Gibson's house be burned immed'-
ately, and. let the militia.be kéþt here until it is don.
Then setting.spurs to his h9se,'he rode on rapidly
towards town.

It was late. The men had hada fatiguing day; they
were cold, weary and hungry.. There was'no neces-

sity to keep the entire force waiting :while^the order
he so utterly disapproved of .was. carried out. Fitz-
Gibbon r ed back his horse until the main'body
had p sed, wheeled out t4l last division; and sent
the northward. Turning 1t the field officer, whose
n e he does not gi1#e, he bade him take the com-
mar4tand see the order executed.

"For God's sake; Colonel FitzGibbon," the officer-
repd"-do notsnd-metocarryout-this-order"

"If you 'are not willing to obey orders," said the
colonel," you had better go home and retire from the,

müilitia.»

I am very willing th obey orders, but if I burn

that house, I shall be shot from behind one of these

1 ý ý - 1
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fences, for I have to come over this road almost every
day in the week."

In the meantime the two men were left alone, the
main bodyreturning to town, the detachment wheeled
out for the special service on the way north. There
being no other officer at hand to whom to entrust the
comnand f:,the latter, FitzGibbon determined to
undertake it himself.

Sir Francis-Head's despatch to the Colonial Office,
December 19th,*,so misrepresented his action with
regard :tothe' burning of Gibson's house, that upon

perusing it in the following April, FitzGibbon wrote
a clearstatement of the truth to'LordGlénelg,† with
te-result that Sir Francis was obliged to- append a
footnote tothe page in his " Narrative," acknowledg-
ing thé falsehood contained in his depatch. Curt as
are the words, " By my especial order," they suffice to
show how reluctant the writer was to proclaim his
former statement to be false-to prove that, had there
been a loop-hole of escape, he would have sei-zed it.

*'' The militia advanced in pursuit of the rebels about four miles
until they reaphed the' housè of oné of the principal ringleaders,
Mr. Gibson, whos' residence it would have beenimpossible to have
saved> and it was conseguently-burneLtohegound."4S ran-
cis' Despatch, December 19th, 1837. See Appendix VI.)

† Although this statement was written on April l'th, andplaced
in Sir George Arthur's hands to be transmitted to Lord Glenel
FitzGibbon was -persuaded by his friends to withdraw it; butupon\

.reading a further~production of ·Sir Francis' pen published in May,
FitzGibbon cpuld no longer withhold his'letter. A copy-of - the
original will be found in Appendix VIII.

t.'
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FitzGibbon always deplored this act. It was not
only unncessary, but impolitic and petty. Had the
order been given hi« in private, or beforer a limited
iumber, as other of Sir Francis' commands had been,
FitzGibbon would have taken the responsibility .of
disobeying it, as he had done before. But an order

given -by a commander-in-chief to his second in com-
mand, in the hearing of. a number of subordinate'
offeers, and in the presence of the men, has no alter-
native: it must be obeyed., however reluctantly.

The deed was done, the rebel Gibson's house razed
to the ground, and FitzGibbon returned with the
detachment to town. Dismissing the men, and ascer-
taining that the guard at the Buildings had been
relieved,·he turned his steps to.his own house. He

*-was weary, mentally as well as physically. The rest-
4,less exciteme.nt and anxiety of the past fewr days, the

want of sleep, the irritation and annoyance caused by
.-the Lieut.-Governor's behavior, tie heart-sick disgust
he felt at having been forced to do a deedc his.very soul
:abhorred-one that sëemed to him unchristian a.nd

beneathi the ignity of a true British soldier-and the
long.hours in the. saddle unheeded during the excite-
ment, toldupon -him now that the need for action
was.past. -. By the time he reached'his own door, late
on that winter evening, he was unable to dismount
without assistance.

So bitterly did he feel the treatment he had re-
ceived at the hands of the Lieut.-Governor-, that on
the followring morning, finding himself unable to rise

* K~ -
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from his bed, he sent a verbal message to' Sir Francis,
resigning the recently bestowed appointment as
Adjutant-General. -The blow had fallen, the rebel-
lion he hád so persistently and in the face of opposi-
tion and ridicule prophesied, had broken out, but,
owing to his foreknowledge, energy and determina-
tion, had not succeeded. The country was now
thoroughly roused to a sense of the reality of the
rebellion, there were men willing and anxious to
defend their homes and prove their loyalty to ·the
British Crown, and his services were no longer indis-
pensable or necessary.

"I coùld not," he writes, "serve the -Province ad-
vantageously to ·its interests under the immédiate
command of such a man as His Excellency, and I felt
constrained to resign an office in ~the Provincial ser-
vice which, above all others, J. desired to hold. Its»
duties were familiar to me, and to their efficient
prformance I could cheerfully have devoted my-
be energies."

Si\\'Francis, without one, word of règret or enquiry
of the tause, accepted the resignation, and appointed
ColonelMacnab to succeed him.

Ill enou'h to be confined to 'the house for several
Jaysbis oungst 1illd~4ûhiswife ailing, thedayý,iir young cTudTyeii9)

long coveted position given up, and entirely negîgcted
by the Lieut.-Governor, who did not .pay .him the
ordinary. courtesy, of conventional enquiry, we may
understand something of the soreness and disappoint-
ment felt by the generous, loyal, enthusiastie heart.
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In 1847 Sir-Francis Head's policy-in Uppe- Canada
was attacked in the Edinburgh Review, the writer,
in an article of some length, blaming him for disre-
garding FitzGibbon's advice.

Sir Francis' reply contained the following state-
ment, the gross falsehood of which FitzGibbon was
fortunately' able-to prove:

"It is therefore necessary that J should disabuse
the public by reludtantly stating, what was perfectly
well known thîroughout Upper Canada, namely, that
the gallant militia colonel in question, from excessive
zeal and loyalty, gradually became so excited that on
the day after the defeat of the rébels, it was neces-
sary to place him. under medical treatment; that
during his illness I in vain endeavored by every
possible act of personal kindness to remove from him
the strange idea that I was hi4ëènemy·; and. that,
although he eventually recovered this idea eontinued
to haunt him so-incessantly that when, a year ~after-
wards, on his visiting- England,-I was,- from feelings
of regard, about to call upon him, J was earnestly
requested by a C~nadian, now in Toronto, not to

s do so." (Letter, from -Sir Francis Bond Head in the
London Sun.)
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CJTAPTIER X.

- HÈ year 1837 closed in gloom and sorrow for
FitzGibbon, but the beginning of the new year
had brightèr days in store for him.\-

The people saw with regret the way in which he
had been set aside by Sir Francis. The loyal among
them knew that to him they owed their escape from
the rebel designs on ·the city, and were anxious to
show their gratitude in sonie tangible form.

On January 23rd, 1838, the matter was brought
up. in the flouse of Assembly, and the following réso-
lutions passed unanimously:

"Resolved,-That James -FitzGibbon, Esquire, hav-
ing rendered signal. servicès to this province in a
military capacity on various occasions, when he was
a regular officer of the regular forces-of the eMie
during the late war with the United Sta es of.
America, and sùbsequently in several civil capacities,
and also very recently as Colonel of Militia on the
breakinlgut oftherebellionÂR-the1HMe-Dirictit

aisa duty incumbent on this House to recognie, by
me publie expression, his brave and faithful con-

d#t, and to use such. means as .may be in its power
to\rocure to be· granted to hi*n by his sovereiïn
so e lasting token of the royal bounty, asn



232 A VETERAN OF 1812.

acknowledgment of the estimation in which these
-services are held by the people whom it-represents.

'Resolved,-That .this House do humbly address
Her Majésty, prayinglHer Majesty will be igraciously
pleased to grant. to the-said James FitzGibbon five
thousand acres of the waste lands of .the Crown in
this province, as a mark of Her Majesty's royal
favor, for the honorable, efficient and faithful services
of that· gentleman -during a periôd of twenty-six
years."

Upon these resolutions, 'an address to the Queen
was passed by the House, and sent to the Legislative
Council, which House also passed it with only one
dissenting vote.

With what feelings of gratitude did the soldier
receive this spontaneous act on the part of the Legis-
lature ! He had asked no reward *for his services,
had expected none, had endured his anxieties and
trials as well as he could, and, although he had felt
Sir Francis. Head's treatment of him keenly and
resented it indignantly, he -had no egpectation of
relief from his troubles reaching him in so gratifying .
a manner. Whatever the Lieut.-Governor thought
of him, the people were grateful. He forgot all the

uds,-urned & akonai rous
sanguine nature anticipated the sunshine; he saw his
debts paid, his children provided for, and himself an
honored and valued citizen of the place he had -done
his best to save from fire and sword.

The address was forwarded to the Seeretary of
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State for the .Colonies, accompanied by a letter from
the Lieut.-Governor, the following copy of which- hI
ordered to be seht to FitzGibbon:

"UPPER CANADA, ToRoNTo,
" March 8th, 1838.

"My LORD,-I have the honor to transmit to your
Lordship a joint address to the. Queen from the
Legislative Council and House of Assembly of Upper
Canada, praying that Her~ Majesty -woi: egra-
ciously, pleased -to grant to James Fit ibbon,
Esquire, five thousand acres of the waste lands of
the Province, as a mark of Her Majesty's royal favor
for the honorable, efficiçnt and able services of that
g eman during a period of twenty-six years.

" Ibeg leave respectfully, .but most earnestly, to
join Âin this recommendation,.and I can assure your
Lordshi that a braver, a more. loyal and devoted
servant than Colone FitzGibbon cannot exist in Her
Majesty's dominions.

" In time of war as well as in peace, he has admir-
ably, performed his duties, and I am confident that
the. boon hich i solicited in his favor by the
Legislature of this province, would be most*gratefully
acknowledged· by Her Majesty's loyal subjects in
Upper Canada..

"aI have the honor to beetc.,ete.,

" Tol,the LORD GLFNELG, etc., etc.

It. is. difficult to describe the effect of such a
domplete contradiction of his former behavior. The
over-strained laudation of services he had pre-
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viously ignored or denied, disgusted the' honest-
hearted soldier.

Sir Francis was now as civil as he had before been
uncivil. He'professed himself ready and anxious to
dô anything and everything in his power to further
the wishes of the Assembly, to ensure the address to
the Queen being received with favor by the Co1onial
Office; assured FitzGibbon he had always valued his
services and abilities and had "noticed him in his
despatch." He bade him go to the- Surveyor-General's
office and pencil his name on five thousand acres of
any vacant land he desired, "providecI he did not ask
for town lots."

These attentions, paid after the. two Houses..had
passed the address, are probably the foundations for
Sir Francis' assertion in his letter in the-Sun. A man
of FitzGibbon's character was not likely to receive
such false blandishments with much cordiality.

On March 12th, FitzGibbon was appointed Judge,
Advocate on the inilitia general court-martial for the
trial of alien invaders, or such persons as should be
brouglit before it •harged with levying war against
Her Majesty in the '?rovince.

The èourt met at the GarrisonlGn Toronto on the
I3tharch.itGiboal-shredtheduies.
of his post. At this court-martial General .Sutherland,.
the A merican officer who had been actively engagec
with the rebels on Navy Island, was arraigned. In a
volumépublished by him later,he.gives a fullaecount

_pubishe y

z _Ux
m
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of his own trial from his point of *view. Among the
documents-quoted is a letter from FitzGibbon in his
capacity of Judge Advocate. Sutherland took excep-
tion to is acting as such, but as he did likewise to
the appointment of the majority of the commission,
it may be taken for what it was worth.

At the end of March" the Homc-Government ac-
cepted Sir Francis Head's resignation, and the even-

ing before his departure he invited FitzGîbbon to
dine with him.

Reluctant as he was to accept the invitation, Fitz-
Gibbon did so. The Lieut.-Governor's evident desire
to 'conciliate him and his own naturally forgiving
disposition made it seem the right thing to do.

The only other person present was 'the Lieut.-
Governor's private secretary. Again Sir Francis
reiterated his-wish to see the boon asked for in the
address .granted, and he parted with FitzGibbon
promising to use his best efforts on, his behal upon
his return to England.

In May, when his despatch of December 19th,
1837, was -published in Toronto, the " metikn made
of FitzGibbon" in it was greeted by an. indignant
protestfrom the citizens/

-AK>ubemeigwaselled, resolutinpasse
by a èrowded gathering, embodying theïr strong
sense of the injustice done FitzGibbon by he Lieut.-
Governor.

Alderman Powell was called to-the chair,/nd in spi
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of the effort of an -enthusiastic gentleman by the name
of McMillan, who wished the chaiFml to divide the
honors of Decýmber 7th with the colonel, further
reglutions wer caaied, to apply to the Provincial
Government fo a grant of one acre of land within
the city linits, and that steps ·should be taken to
place subscription lists in the banks and other houses
of publicbusiness in order to raise funds to defray
the cost of building a suitable house for the man to
whose exertions and- forethought the citizens owed
the preservatioA of their homes.

• There are. very few files of the daiTy papets of this
date now extant in our libraries, what there are
being but odd numbersascattered over several years,
the fullest being those of the Reform organs. From
the wholsale abuse and ridicule levelled at Fitz-
Gibbon,: whole olumns of these rebel papers being
devoted to hi , the widespread admiration and
enthusiasm. felt for him by the loyal may be more
truly realized th n from the partial praise of. friends.

The' assent t the address from the 'Legislature
had not- been rceived, and thé. more cautious of
FitzGibbon's admirers and friends feared a second
and more local petition Would neutralize the first

ilfrom thosé autho'rized to speak for the Province at
large), for which reason it was considered advisable
to dropit.

In June, the answer was received, and t1he followt
ing letter was sent tQ FitzGibbon;
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* <" GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

" TORONTO June 23rd, 1838.
- . " SIR,-J arn directed by the Lieut.-Governor, as it* is a matter mn which you are particularly interestedto inform you that he lias received a despatcli fromthe Riglit Honorable the Secretary of State, acknow-ledging the receipt of the joint address to tlie Queenfromn the .Legisiative Council an<d Assembly of thisProvince, praying that a grant .mnay be made to youof five thousand acres of the waste lands of theCrown, and stating thitt pn its being laid at the footof the throne, lier Majesty had been pleased to ex-press lier gratification at :the honorable testimonyborne to- your services by botli branches of tlie Pro-vincial Legisiature.

"lis Lordship adds, that if it sliould be the pleasure.othe two Huses to mark -their sense of your sertvicesb Aya pecurtiary grant, it will afford lier Majestymuch satisfaction to give hersassent to any Act whichmay be passed for that purpose ; but lier Majesty isadvised that, consistently.with the terms of the recentProvincial .Act on the subject of the alienation of thewaste lands of the Crown, and the principles on whichtat Act proceeds, lier Majesty could not make you
thedproposed compensation in tle form of a grant of .

landv.hehnr obe i
"Your xnost obedient, humble servant,

GOLONEL FÏiTzGIBBON, etc., etc." -

Thus tlie Act passed to put ae ~nd·to the promis-cuous granting of. lands-.-an A~ forced tlirough theHuses by the clamors of tlie, Reomr-fae
the unanmmous vote of the same Legislature to reward
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-the man who had been instrumental in putting down
the rebellion raised by the principal men among these
Reformers.

The. joke 'was a grim one, but itdid not lessen the
severity of FitzGibbon's disappointment. His hopes
had been so buoyed up by anticipations of release
from debt and dreams of better days, that the'reaction
was great. But his friends had not, given up his
-cause. A bill authorizing the House to legalize the
grant passed both Houses. This, it was hoped, would
receive the ready assent of the Governor-in-Council.
T ey were again disappointed, the bill being reserved
fJr the consideration of the Crown.

Fearful lest it should meet with the same fate as

the address, FitzGibbon was advised to cross the At-
lantic; andiby bringing the inflüence of such. friends
as he had in London to bear upon tie Government,
ensure it being granted. It was, however, useless.
The Home Government had had their eyes opened
to the abuse of privileges by former officials in Jpper
Canada, and. they .were determineci that no more
Crown lands should be granted to individuals for
public services.

FitzGibbon had two interviews with Mr. Labouchere,
the Under Secretary of State, but without any satis-
factory result. ·Reluctant to give up all h>peof
ôbtaining the consent of the Crown, he lingeréd on
in London. -I have been unable to ascertain where
or in what part of the great metropolis he. lodged
during the six months he-remained there. The only

I
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mention of his private life in the letters of that date
extant is an incidental assertion that he "was very
hard up, and lived in quiet, cheap lodgings, as inex-
pensively as possible."

The letter given bèlow belongs to this time. His
intercourse with the Brook family had never been
broken off. The· kindly services he had been glad
to render them in return for their brother's kindness
to him, were again 'returned with kindly interest by
the 'friendship and affection of Sir Isaac's brothers
and nephews. Savery Brock, in particular, remained
a loving friend until death parted them. Among
the correspondence of FitzGibbon's later years aie
one or two letters, written in the shaking, lincer-
tain hand of extreme old age, their expressions of
loveand friendship as strong and true as in their
pakniest days. Nor did the feelings .find expression.

only in words. Savery Brock lent his friend money
without interest until better days dawned, and. Fitz-
Gibbon was able to payÂit back in fuil. Whether
the visit to ~Guernsey, mntioned in this letter, was

paid or not, we have no record:

"GUERNSEY, TUty 1t, 1839.
"My DiRa_:FITzGBBo-L ve-receied

fthe26th ult. The packets, Government

steamers, leave Weymouth every Wednesday and
Satuirday evening (nine o'clock) for this island, an-d
are about seven hours running over.. Every Tuesday
and Friday evenig at seven o'clock, from South-
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ampton, starts a very fine steâmer, the A tlanta, that
makès her passage in ten or eleven hours.

" On Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday,
a steamer quits "Southampton at seven o'clock, andc
coines over in, twelve hours-all good boats. The
railroad to Southampton trains quit London every
4ay about noon,.,and reach Southampton in time for
the steambats; With these accounts, you cannot be
at a loss to come Over here, and you may be assured
of a hearty welcorne by me. J have a bed for you,
and notbing can give me more pleasure. than seeing
you.J de

"Let me hear from you on receipt of this. I am
anxious to learn that you haVe'got over your diffi-
culties. .I suggest nothiig. You know how parties
run, and 'the Ministers will not be sorry to be
informed on many points by yo They will, I
think, grant you the land in question. I know they
ought to. dQ so, for without a few such men as you
aré, they would have no land to grant.

"I send this to the Colonial Office to hunt you out,
as you have not given me your address or the·address
of. Mr. Price.

"Yours faithfully,
"JOHN SAVERY BROCK.

"CoÔoNEL FITZGIBBON.

"Should you .come here direct from London, I
advise you to come by Southampton; if from Ireland,
by-Bristol1then by Weyuth but J know you will
come and see mp."

Retu-ning t 'his lodgiigs after the secónd fruit-
less visit to the Colonial Office, FitzGibbon had
almost given wato despair, when his eye fel upon
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a letter of introduction give A years before by
an officer of the Guards (Sir John .Eustace),' who had
served ·with him on the Niagara frontier in 1814.
The letter, which was a sealed one, had been entirelyforgotten, and only the oveiturning of other papers
in the morning had brought it thus opportunely to
light. Although .FitzGibbon had .little hope of ·this
letter being of 'any use to him, he determined to
deliver it at oÉce. The address took him to a dis-
tant part of .the city, 35 'Upper .Berk eley' Street,
Portman Square. Sir Augustus d'Este was not at
home. FitzGibbon left the • letter' and his card,
then, having nothing to do, went for a long walk
across the park into the egyntry to the- west of
Londoh.

Returning to his lodgings some time after four, he
was surprised to find his call had been returned at
two o'clock. Sir Augustîis d'Este, not finding him
in, had left a note exjpressing his disappointment,
and. a hope that he should be more fort uate the
following day at the same hour,.when he meant to do
himself the pleasure of cailing again.

From the first hour of their meeting until his:
death, Sir Augustus d'Este was one of FitzGibbon's
best and most valued friendst He helped him with
intees, with valuableintrôductions, adi, above al,
with -a devoted - love and admiration that fpund
expression in long lover-like* letters and many a
kindly service. The dress sword worn by FitzGibbon
m later years, and shown in the portrait which fôrms

r2
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the frontispiece to this volume, was given him later
by Sir Augustus, with the loving words that he hoped
it's having been worn by himself would nôt lessen its
-valuein the eyes of his friend.

The scabbard is crimson velvet, with the armor of
various dates in gold raised in relief upon it; the hilt
a gold-winged dragon; the handleivory, cappecf by a
helmet of gold; the blade, which is a scimitar in

shape, is a beautiful specimen of enamelled steel in
blue and gold, the. desgns representing different coats
of arms and mottoes. The belt is of crimson leather
embroidered with gold thread, aùd linked together
by lions' heads-the buckle an interlaced dragon's
head of the same metal. The velvet of the scabbard
is frayed at the edges, proving that it was no mere
ornament, but had been worn by its noble donor.

* Sir Augustus d'Este was the son of H.R.H. Prince Frederick
Augustus (Duke of Sussex), the· sixth son of George III., and the
Lady Augusta Murray, second daughtér of the Earl of Dunmore.

They were privately married in Rorne, on April 4th, 1793, and,
lest there should be'.any"doubt raised of its legality, though not
fronm any.apprehension of the first ceremony. being insufficient,
they were again -rnarried by bannXin the Parish Clurch of St.
George's, Hanover Square, London, pn December 6th, 1793. Yet
adecreeafterwardspassed the Court of Doctors' Commons declar-
ing the. marriage 'unlawful and void. This decree separated the
husband and wife.

Prinee Frederick Augustus, in his will; dated "Berlin, Septem-
- ber 15th, 1799," exprèssly declares that "I feel myself still not

less bound by -every obligatiqn of law,. cnsciexez. -and honor, to
consider her as my lawful and undoubted-wife ùi every respect,
as if that decree had gever taken place, and that I jonsider, and
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FitzGibbon remaineI in England until nearly the
close of the year, wh he returned to Toronto.

Soon after the meeting of the last session of the
last Parliament of Upper Canada, in Jantiry, 1840,
an address was voted by one of the Assemblies pray-
ing that His Excellency the Governor-General,~the
Right Honorable Charles Poulett Thomson, would
"bý pleased to inform the House if the royal assent
had been given to the bill passed last session, entitled
'An Act to énable Her Majesty to make a grant of land
to James FitzGibbon, Esquire."' (See Appendix IX.)
The reply to this address was practically the same as
to the former,.and though further discussion of 'the
matter resulted in an Act being passed by both fHouses
tô repeal the Act providing for the disposal of public
lands of- the Province so far as to enable Her Majesty
to consent to the grant to FitzGibbon, it also was

ever shåll'acknowledge, our son, Augustus Frederick, who was
born after both these marriages, as my true, lawful. and legitimate
son.

In 1830, papers fell into his son's hands which convinced him
rbeyond a' doubt of the legality of his clali-s. -1e wag, however,
unsuccessful, in establishing them; and refused to accept any other
title from the Crown than the simple one of knighthood. He died

Wildeý but lkft no chidren.
Sir Augustus gave FitzGibbon a complete copy of all the docu-

ments and papers.conneeted with his case.

The marriage was doubtless annulled on the ground of absence
of license from the Crown, that, according td the law of Great

ritain, being necessary.

2U3
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reserved for Her Majesty's consideration and receiv
no further attention.

The following extract from the debate in the House

On January 25th, taken from the columns of one of
the most bitterly antagonistic Radical papers, the
Toronto Mirror, shows with what .feeling the ques-
tion was discussed. The editorial column of the,
same issue, containing- some virulent abuse of Fitz-

Gibbon, leads one toesuppose that the report of the

proceedings in the House would not, be more partial

to lus cause than the necessity of the case obliged.

"Mr.~Burwell brought forward a resolution praying
Her Majesty to-grant from the casual and territorial
revenue to James 1FitzGibbon, Esquire, £2,500 for
important services repdered to this province by that
gentleman.

"Mr. Boulton opposed the resoljtion. He. respected
Colonel FitzGibbon, but considering the present state
of the countiy and the embarrassed state of our
finances, he thought £1,000 quite sufficient to com-
pensate him for any services rendered. A bill passed
this House granting him five. 4housand acres, which,
at four shillings an acre, the price paid by Govern-
ment for United Empire rights, would amount to
£1,00o. .

"Mr Burwellelievd,:udeDivinerovidene, the
safety of the country as owing to the-gàllant coloeel,
But. for him the city ould have been taken. .The
sum proposed was -only equivalent'to the land.

"Mr. Gowan wished. to know how the gallant colonel
had saved the country, before so large a sum should
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be taken froin the pockets of the peple to reward
him.*
. " Mr. Thomson said the financial affairs were in a

very embarrassed state, but at the rate· they Wvere -
going on, it .would not appear so. He. called upon
the Chairman of Finance to inforni the House if
their affairs were in a flourishing state. He would
recommend to members to pay their honest debts.
Sums were advanced by people for the repair of roads
and bridges, and they were allowed to suffer.

"Mr. Kearnes reminded them of the poor man who
asked a bishop for a guinea,;which was refused; he
then asked him for a crown, which was likewise re-
fused ; and last of all, he asked for a penny. That
was also refused. He then asked the humane bishop
for his blessing. 'Yes,' said the bishop, 'kneel down,
and I will give it.' Because the blessing cost him
nothing, he was willing to give it, but, he would not
give the money. The £2,500 proposed would be given
to the colonel on account of his great and meritorious
services, and his attention and anxiety when'rese'rv-
ing the city and the lives-and property of the people
of the Province. There was not a dissenting voice
'àt-st the 5,000 acres of land voted to him, and the
despatch said he could not get it ; and now they were
gong to. remunerate him in money. Would they
raise a nan high in his expectations, nd-then depress
him? .Would it .be honorable.to do so? -e saved
us from ruin, and,-£2,500 was ve4ittleJfor iser--
vices to the city of Toronto.'.

Mr. Merritt said that at the time the disturbance

* Mr.'Gowanx had evidently not forgòtten FitzGibbon's address to
the Oiangènep nor bis influenoe ini preventing the processions and---

-demonstratýio4i wþiçh he'(Gowfi4had inade pvery effort to revivq
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took place lere, the g ant colonel had. preparations
made. quietly, and bu for that Mackenzie would have

.teen in and taken the town.
Mr. Gowan said, if he was to judge -of the prepar-

ations by the event, he could not 'go with him. It
was all lone>-ysurprise. There were other individuals
who deserved reward as well as Colonel FitzGibbon
He thought £1,000'quite sufficient a reward for the
services performed. Several other persons distin-
guished thlmselves in 1837, and they were not to get
anything.

"The Speaker (Colonel Macnab) did not .think- it
was generous to- make enquiries as to the services
rendered. A grant was made at a time when his ser-
vices were . fresh iýi the memory of every meinber.
They addressed the Government to give him 5;000
acres of land, and he was deeply grateful for the con-
sideration whjch this House laid on him; and what
did they do?. They made good their pledge by pass-
ing an Act of Parliament, and it passed unanimously
in both Houses. To that bill the Queen's assent was
withheld; but they were told they could make good
their pledge by an appropriation from the-casual and
territorial revenue. Rave they got that sum in the
casual and territorial revenue? You may grant it.
You pledged yourselves, and yoqcannot retrace your
steps without disgracing yourslvesè. It would be
unjust to hld up this hope, -and then cut it off. They
mightPive the .5,000 acres, or give a sum of money.
In the last American war e served bis country faith-
fully. In 'the-late rebellion he cômmanded the militia
and. he (the Speaker) served under him, and he was, -

active and zealous.
"Mr. Rykert said the House was pledged, and he

would support the resolution.
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"Mr. Gowan had no objection to the £1,000, as the
House was pledged. He moved that £1,000 be granted
to Colonel FitzGibbon in. order to compensate him
for his meritorious services.

"Mr. Cook thought he was deserving, but plenty of
land could be had at five shillings an acre.

"Mr. Kearnes moved the House'to rise, report pro-
gress, and ask leave to-sit again.

"Mr. Backus -said the casual and territorial revenue
was not yet surrendered; he hoped some communi-
cation would be- laid before the House upon that
subject. He was for granting the land.

"Mr. Thomson ,said they should be careful how
they granted xgoney out of..the ordinary revenue of
the Province.

"Mr. Merritf said it was nonsense to argue about
the price of U. E. rights. - Some lan4 was worth two
dollars an acre.

"Mr. .Rykert' said they should not retract their
vote; they should give a sum equivalent to°the land.

"Committee rose, reported progress, etc., etc."

This debate called forth a further storm of rage
and indignation from the Reform press. Part of the
editorial columrns of the paper fron which the aboye
.is taken contained, as has been stated, the xpost viru-
lènt.abuse of the "gallant colonel.".

Lord Seato nterested hmselfnitzGibbon
behaîfand wrote to Lqrd John Russell on the sub-
ject. In the folloying letter to FitzGibbon he en-
closed the reply lie had received:

1 acquainted-Lord John Russell that I presumed
hehad received a report of your conduet at the time

.*l»
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of Mackenzie's menacediattack on Toronto; that you
had constantly<-exercised your influence over your,
countrymen settled in Canada, with great advan-
tage to the public, and that the local authorities had
made use.of your influence in times of difficulty and
danger.

"I regret-that my .application has not produced a
more satisfactory result, but I shall haye great plea-
sure in being able to render you any assistance in my
power.

" remain, very faithfully yours,
"-SEATON."

The letter enclosed was but-- a repetition of the
efusal of the Colonial Secretary to allow the

,alienation of public lands.
During Lord Sydenham's administration nothing

was done. .The union of the two provincea absorbed
the attention of the Legisfature and the Goverrior to
the exclusion of private questions, and thou h Fitz-
Gibbon in a private letter, thanking him for e .offer
of an appointment fôr his son in Quebec, d]w Hs
Excellency's.attention,to his case, he felt how sniall a'
matter his embarrassnents were in comparison yrith.

thelrger interests of the Province, and made no
fu&ther effort to obtain redress.

itGbb is-eldestsonpiUgiven g usine

post he held in Dublin, and réturned to practise at
the bar in Toronto, bringing\'th him a cousin who
had recently been left an ôrphn. She became·as a

daug ter to iher iule, and to her tendereçare the
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comfort of -FitzGibbon's declining years was largely
due.

After-the .death of his wife, on March 22nd of
this year (1841), FitzGibbon removed his -family to
Kingston, that being tlhç extstopping-plae of the

perambulating Government of the day. He was
there appointed commissioner for administering the
oath to members of the/Legislature, June 5th, and
Clerk of the Legislative Council on June1th.

The house on Queen Street was left in charge of
the gardener fora tim'e. There were still five acres
about it freé from nortgage or incumbrance, all. that
remained of the eight4en acres purchased in 1826.
Knowing its value, Fit Gibbon made every effort to
retain it. Although <eeply in debt, he was- willing
to pay high interest rather than lose this one bit of
landed, property, and from' appearances all he was
ever likely to hold. The house was .a good one as
houses were in -those days; the grden was well kept
and,the fruit and flowers plentiful; the lawn included
"a bowling alley, whiéh was a source of much pleasure
to his sons, as well as to friends and, neighbôrs..

Of FitzGibbon's'life in Kingston we can çlean very
little. Casual nImion of his name in letters, refer-
ences to 'him-in-theocal eisnceso
pleasant chats and walks with him by the-one or two
of his friends who survive him,and two indifferently
well executed portrùits, arè all that we have.

The portraits have unfortunately been cut down

16
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and the name of t e artist lost.* We have only a
shadowy outlin of the story of how they came to be
painted, How or where he found the artist is uncer-
tain; bat, kno • FitzGibbon's kindly interest in
the poor, yho were tr ggling to earn a living, his

sympathy in the su rings of his fellows, and his
quick obseivation of whatever crossed his. path, as
well as the ever-present wish to do some little good
to his neighbor, we cab understand how an expression
of suffering or despaiiron an intelligent face would
attract his attention and induce him to follow and
learn .whether a hand might not be stretched out
to help.

"I do not know. who the artist was," writes his
daughter-in-law, years afterwards, "but I always
undesfood that the colonel found him in a garret
starving, that he fed him, yisited him, and when
strong enough,'found him wàik, beginning with his
own. prtraits, for which he paid seven pounds ten
eath. J believe what the man was able to earn
through the colonel's influence provided him with
funds to-take him to New York, where he afterwards
did- better and commanded god prices for his por-
traits."

-The-ýorti its LFitzGibbon are more th4an life-size
which gives the likeness a startling effect and th1e

* From the occurrence of the name Kroebel in the public accounts
of the Legislature in 1842 to 1845, it is not unlikely that he waâ
the artist of FitgGibbon's portrait.
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impression that they are ,parse representations of the
orioinal, the crudeness' of the drawing gving the face
an untiatural fulness, and. both nose d upper lip a
greater 'length than the face of a pfotograph taken
twent'y years later possesses.

A lithograph ,print taken from -one f these por-.
traits was published in the Anglo-Americanr fMaga-
zine for September, 1854. Thé smaller size robs it
of some of the defects of the painting. FitzGibbon
found no fault with it. In a letter to his nephew,
Gerald FitzGibbon, dated January, 1855,Xe sys:

"I have iíst received a Canadian magazine -from
Toronto, tô·which is prefixed a print of my rough old
face, to my great surprise; and having in it, also, a
brief biographical sketch of my military life, but not
a word of my having saved Toronto,.which, however,
may be reserved for a - future number. . . . I
thought I had en entirely forgotten by the provin-
cials, but it is not quite so."

Sir Charles Bagót, Lord Sydenham's successor, took
up FitzGibbon's: cause with interest. He read the
facts from an outsider's point of view, and lost no
time in drawing the attention of the House to a case
in which he "considered the colonel an· extreme
.illdrerterinouciwas
made, recommending an issue of landà scrip to Fitz-
Gibbon to the amount of the Government price, of

*the land, which hë might have procured had the i
granting tbe land receîved the royal assent.

Unfortiunately, the value of' the land- scrip at the

SIR CHARLES BAGOT'S ADVOCACY.
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time' this Order-in-Council was made was about half.
what the land was worth. • By accepting this way
out of the difficulty, and being óbliged to sell at once,
the Government would- have had to disburse 'two
thousand pounds in order that FitzGibbon might
receive one thousand, the purchaser or speculator
pocketing the difference. • The upset price of the land
having been fixed by the Government at ten shillings
an acre, it would be. obliged· to redeem the scrip at
that price, irrespective of the sui received for it by
FitzGibbon. To this FitzGibbon objected, both for
his own sake and because it gave an opportunity for
that which savored 6f jobbery.

The. session closed, however, without the. message
being4'sent down to the House. A few days·after,
FitzGibbon met Sir Charles Bagot in- his official
capacity. The Governor took the opportunity to
express his regret that he had not been able to
bring thé matter to a satisfactory termination for
FitzGibbon; he wished to serid the message down
but hod been overruled."

Sir Augustus d'Est, about this time, drew up a
short, concise, but clear statment of all that had
occurred in connection -with the business, and had

* akéir n»pportunity-o--eading-itimelto.Lord~
Stanley, then Secretary for the Colonies. He writes
(in Mareh): - •

"Mt DEAR FrrzGIBBON,-On the 28th, the last
day of last month, I was in the chair upon the occa-



I
sion of a dinner which was given to Sir Charles
Metcalfe, previous to his departùre, by the Colonial
Society. After dinner, I requested the favor of being
allowed to cail upon hini, which request was readily
grantedand yesterday, March st, J read over to hiin
almost the whole of the accompanying statement,
which'had been prepared for and presented to Lord
Stanley. I also furnished him with a copy of - it,
which he promised to read over during the voyageý '

" When you have read the statement, you will be
aware of the exact extent of Sir Charles Metcalfe's
knowledge concerning your services and their con-
templated acknowledgment by the two Governments.
Hoping that you will approve both of the statement
and of the measure of my reading it over to your
new Governor-General, J shall for the present con-
clude, renewing the assurance of the sincere regard of,

"My dear FitzGibbon,
"Yours most truly,

"AuGusTUs D'ESTE."

When speakingn -of his friend' elsewhere, Fitz-
Gibbon says: "To him also J was indebted for a
special introductiôn to Sir Charles Metcalfe, whose

-conduct towards me during tLhe short remainder of
his most valuable and exemplary life was extraordi-
nary even for that éxtraordinary-man."

The new Goveror didin4eed4aka-eep-nterëst
in the soldier and his difficulties. When he found
the Government would neither pay over the sum
granted to FitzGibbon, nor advance any portion of it
to enable him to meet the most pressing of his debts,
he insisted upon advancing sufficient out of his own

SIR CHARLES METCALFE.
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pocket, generously doubling the .amodnt named by
FitzGibbon.

Lord Metcafesent FitzGibbon's memorial to the
Council, but it went no further, and another session
passed without any settlement. The resignation of. a
number of the Executive Council necessitated the
prorogation of the House, and yet another session
passed without any settlement being reached. Lord
Metcalfe, however, obtained a report from the Coun-
cil, which he forwarded, with a favorable recommen-
dation, to the Colonial Office. (See Appendix X.)

When the new Parliament assembled in January,
1845, the matter was again brought to their notice,
and in March, when the estimates were laid on the
table., the sum of £1,000 was inserted and recom-
mended in payment of the long outstanding reward~
for his services, so enthusiastically voted him by the
unanimous voice of the ·Assermbly in 1838. The
protracted anxiety and uncertainty, alternate hope
and despair, ào affected FitzGibbon's health, that
when the seat of Government was removed to Mont-

-real, he applied for leave of absence and remained ip.

Finding thé state of his health still unfitted him
for a faithful discharge of his duties,. FitzGibbon
tendered his resignation in May, 1846. It vias not
accepted.at once; a Committee of the House addressed
the Governor-General to allow FitzGibbon to retire
on a pension ôf three hundred pounds (Canadian
currency) a year. This was at first refu*, but upon



a- second and third address being presented, stating
that in consequence of inability of the clerk to per-
form his duties, he having produced medical certificates
to that effect, the office was in -danger of becoming
a sinecure, and the work of the House not being done
atisfactorily by a substitute,-the petition was'granted
and FitzGibbon allowed to retire. Thus in June,
1846, ended twenty years' service in the Canadian
-Houses of Parliament, and forty-six years of active
life in the country.

(Copy of Dr. Widmer's Certgifcate.)

" TORONTO, April 3rd, 1845.

"It is now thirty years sinée j became acquainted
with Captain FitzGibbon, then in the Glengarry Light
Infantry. The war with America had then just
concluded, and the whole community of Upper Can-
ada, civil and'military, was full of, applause in regard
to the conduct of Captain FitzGibbon, during the
course of the preceding campaigns.

"It was justly pronounced that his services had
been of the - highest order, and-·contributed to stamp
his corps with the character of vigor, vigilance and
valor.

- "-Duringa-ong-series-of-years of pèàee thr saine.
qualities which rendered him conspicuous as a military
man, were productive of an effective and highly
honorable discharge of the duties of the offices he
held in civil life.

" And-thus would the useful and faithful course of
Captain FitzGibbon's career have terminated in civil
engagements, but for the occurrence of the unnatural
attempt of the rebels to sever the country from British

RETIREMENT FROM PUBLIC OFFICE. 255
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connection, in. 1837. At this crisis the, foresight and
energy -of Captain FitzGibbon saved the city of
Toronto from destruction, and were the means of
shortening a struggle that might otherwise have been
protracted. For these services alone, the gratitude
of the Governmient is eminently due to Captain Fitz-
Gibbon. His expectations of a release from pecuniary
'nbarrassments have been raised by a vote of the
.Legislature for a grant of land grounded on the high
value at which it estimated his services during the
rebellion. These expectations having failed in their
accomplishment, to my knowledge, haa had a power-
ful effect in destroying the healthy tone of his mind,
and has rendered him incapable of performing the
active duties of his office, and almost unfitted him for
the social intercourse of his friends and acquaintances.

"(Signed) -C. WIDMER."

(Dr. Winder's Certifiate.)

These are to certify that my knowledge of Colonel
James FitzGibbon,-Chief -Clerk of the Honorable the
Legislative >Council, extends over a period of thirty-
three years. Gifted with a constitution niaturally
good, and of abstemious habits, he has nevertheless
a temperament highly sanguine and nervous, and this
acted upon, primarily, by an active life spent in the
Tmiiitary ardvilserviceof--iseorntry,adsecond-
arily, by disappointments and distresses of no ordinary
character, has 'produced such a state of mental irrita-
tion, prostration and despondency, and loss of memory,
as at -times to render him quite incapable of the
efficient discharge of the duties of his very important
office. In addition to the foregoing circumstanees, I
would observe that Colonel FitzGibbon has nearly
attained the age of sixty-five years, forty-seven of

I
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which have been honorably passed in the public ser-
vice; and advanc:ng age has brought with it an
increase of physical infirmities, some. of them indeed
of long stan(ling, which- greatly add to the caus .s of
incapacity above mentioned.

" On the whole, then, 1it is my delibèrate opinion,
founded on facts which have come to my knowledge
from so many years' personal friendship and intimacy
with Colonel FitzGibbon, that he is, from causes quite
beyond his control or power of avoidànce, physically
and mentally incapable of further public duty, and
that his perseverance in the attempt to perform the
arduous duties of his present official station, will
greatly aggravate the constitutional maladies under
which he now suffers.

"Given under niy name, at Montreal, this fifth day
%f May, 1845.

(Signed) WILLIAM WINDEJR, M.D.

Thus had the repeated disappointments, hopes de-
ferred, and accumulation of debts and difficulties
brought about -the very disability to perform his
duties in 1845 which Sir Francis Bond Head had
falsely asserted of FitzGibbon in 1837.
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CHAPTER XI.

]J.ITZGIBBON'S second son, William, had been
appointed Clerk of the County of Hastings in
1842, and had taken up his residence in

Belleville, his sister and cousin accompanying-him.
His father, althoùgh in Montreal several times during
the, sessions, spent much of the intervening months
with them.

The square house in which they lived, with a broad
verandah round two sides of it, is still standing.*
It is situatéd in the low part of the town, near the
river mouth, known as the Flats, and 'is not now a
very- healthy locality, owing to the spring floods
which sweep down the ice and inundate the low-lying
lands on that side of the Moira. Here, as the
colonel's health improved, and he was able to take
exercise again, he astonished his neighbors, and gained
acharaâcter fôr eccentricity, by his athletic perform-
ances.

Club swinging,hoontalbarandotherkindred -
athletie exercises were not so common then as now,
and the spectacle of a' man turned. of sixty-five
years of age, clad in jerseys, swinging himself from
a bar fixed across the supports of the verandah;

* The house has been turned about by the force of the spring
floods, and its outward appearance also much altered.
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doubling himself up -into a ball, jumping through
his hands, or hanging by his feet, drawing his body
up by sheer strength of muscle, and anon leaping
over chairs arranged in *rows, was #xite sufficient to
obtain hin a certificate of insanity from the majority
of his neighbors.

"On the bright moonligit nights in the summer,
the colonelmvould spend an hour or two taking such
exercise," writes an old resident of Belleville. "-He
had -a .splendidly developed muscle and a fine
physique. A crowd of boys and half-grown lads
would congregate on and along the fence that
divided the narrow strip of garden in front ftom
the roai. It was as entertaining a's a circus to them.
'He never saw or took any notice of these spectators,
but, on the contrary, appéared quite unconscious of
their presence. When literally dripping from the
effect of the violence of his exertions, he would wipe
the drops from his face, and 'thank Providence that
he lived in a quiet neighborhood."'

His brother- Gerald, the Master in Chancery in
Ireland, had lent FitzGibbon £1,000 in 1841 This,
with the grant voted by the Assembly to him in 1845,
enabkd-himtO-discharge-a-considerate portion Ô
his debts, but the long. -delay and- the, unavoidable
renewal of notes, etc., and other law expenses; had
increased them to a total far exceeding the ori'ginal
sum. Among the letters from Sir Augustus d'Este
is one which shows that the debts upon which no
interest was accumulatingwere the first to be dis--

arged. Aer 1 owledgingthereeëiptabl
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of exchange for £100, Sir Augustus says, "vith
which sum it was my happiness to have been able to
accommodate you. at a time when it was usefuL"
This..indeed every other letter FitzGibbon received
from this kind friend, breathed love and friendship,
and an admiration that was almost. exaggerated in
expression.

Lady Simp*mg in a letter to FitzGibbon, then in
Montreal, December 18th, 1845, while regretting that
illness prevented his being with them that day, also
speaks of "te affectionate regard in which you are
held by our dear and estimable friend, Sir Augustus
d'Este, whose whle life seems to be one continued
act of- goodness. I have already heard from his own
lips much of your history, and had with him lamented
the coldness and ingratitude of those in power, who,
while claiming for themselves the merit of putting
down the·rebellion, appear to have forgotten or over-
looked the one to whose -judgment and ývalor that
happy event was mainly attributable.

"The kind heart of your excellent friend can wëll
feel for those who fiave, suffered, for cruelly and
deeply has he been wronged, and much has his noble
spirit endürediùtyou are-doubtless-w-eWacquainted
with the merits of his own case, and it is therefore
needless for me to dwell upon a theme which ever
fills my mind with sorrow and indignation.

"With our united kind regards,
Believe me, my dear sir,

Yours very sincerely,
"F s K. SIMPSoN.



RETURN TO ENGLAND.

*FitzGibbon returned to England early in the year
1847, but in what part of London he lived until July,
1849, we cannot ascertain. Lady"Seaton addresses a
letter to him at that date, to 56 Stafford Place, Pim-
lico, and it probable he had been there for some
time. Cars Mackay speaks of him at that time as.
"his frienbolonel FitzGibbon, living for six months
in London on sixpence a day, fourpence .of which was
spent in bread, one penny for milk, and the remaining.
penny for sugar, and .assuring him (Mackay) that lie
never felt so well in his life."

This story has been repeated many times as an
illustration of cheap living, some of the variations
indulged in by the diffeYent narrators. being widely
different from the original.

The pension granted in 1846 was not paid until
September,1847, and then onlly. from the beginning
of that year. FitzGibbon had gone, to England in
June -in tfe confident expectation of -receiving the.
first half-year's payment in or .by the end of July.
Its·- non-arrival left him very short of funds, and he
wrote to enquire, the cause. Calculating the time
that must elapse before he could receive a reply, he
eountec-hiscash-actfoundïafter paying for W -roomi

he had just- sixpence a. day ta live upon, until he
might reasonably expect to receive a remittance from
Canada. His success in"this extraordinary economy
was so satisfactory thát after the money did reach
him, he spent piost of it in defraying the cost of the

publication of several tracts and pamphlets on infant
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Al educaflon, and in helping to further the establish-
ment of night schools in the poorer parts of London.

Miss Strickland, who knew him very well at this
time, speaks of him as " starving himself in rder to
publis1h sôme papers or articles he had written on
infant training." That these papers attracted some
attention the following letters show.:

"AMBLESIDE, KoYvember 11th, 1848.
"SIR,-.-I have read your pamphlet and letter with

great interest; and Ilhink it will please you to hear
that they arrived just as I was writing the concluding
portion of my papers on ' Household Education,' which

are, I suppose; the papers yoti have seen- of mine. I
was actually writi&g upon the 'Power of Habit;' and
I have taken the liberty of quoting a -passage from
your tract. I knew you would not object, as the-
object of us both is to rouse the minds of parents, in
every possible way, to see the truth.

"I am not likely to go to London this winter, but
I should like- to send. you my volume on 'IHousehold
Education' when it comes. out. I don't know exactly
when that will be, but. it goes to the publisher (Mr.
Moxon) next week, and it will not be veiy long'
printing.

"Unless I hear that you will have left England by
Xiûaswil syJTwilldesireMr-Mx-on-t-orward
a copy to the same address with this note.

"Be assured I syinpathize warmly with your earn-
estness in regard to the important subject you have
treated, and an, Sir, with much respect, yours,

" H. MARINEAU.

:1
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ELIZABETH STRICKLAND.

"BUCKINGHAM PALACE, .
"May 5th, 1849.

"Miss Murray presents lier compliments to Colonel
FitzGibbon. She was so pleased with the ' Remarks'

to ,her, that she has taken some ains to penetrate
through the veil under which the op ions were con'
cealed. The subject is .one which -hàs -for a great
many years attracted the· attention' of Miss Murray,
and she is at this moment much engaged in consider-
ing the best mode of checking juve»Île delinquency
by inducing the Government to take a reformatory
and educational charge of each child upon their first
conviction in a court of justice. This would check
the evil at its very commencement, and totally pre-
vent the frequent recommitment of young'offenders."

In the following letter-from iss Strickland, whose
niece had become engaged to tzGibbon's eldest son,
a pamphlet from his pen is mentioned, which, I regret
to say, I have been unable to find in any library or
public depository of such works:

" AVENÛE LODGE,
"BAYSWATER, A ug. th, 1849.

"DEAR COLONEL FITzGIBBON,-1 have read with
thestrongainterestý naturalto,iny familyconnection
in Canada, your pamp et received this morning, for
which I return yoimy thanks. Nothing can' be
clearer or more concentrated* than its composition.
It*is thoroughly readable'by an idle person ignorat
of the subject.-Every one of that species of reader_
will be as much charmed as I was at the conduct of
the ·Ohio.yolunteers. But, query, was their most

4,-
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original behavior to their-captain caused by his lack
of governing power, or the impracticability of his
respectable squadron ? Equal portions of both con-
tributed to the result, J guess.

" The business, part of your pamphlet appears to me
a most salutary warning. If our Government will
not listen to the voices of its veteran oficers possess,
i experiences both military and civil, they must
e'e ~ take the result. Perhaps if the warning of
fri ds will not be heeded, they will listen to that of
enemi The enclQsed has, I doubt not, excited some
alarm in our colonies, although no one seems to have•
noticed it here.

"As a woman, I feel that my opinioñ on such mat-
ters is out of place, and as a historian my thoughts
seldom dwell on any matter younger than two hun-

J dred years; but I think that the federation you
propose would become more palatable to the Nova
Scotians, New Brunswickers, etc., if each colony were
invited to cause a residen't minister to be selected
from among their own representatives to sit in the
British Parliament as a referee, to give information
on any statistic matters under legislation. The con-
dition that such person must be a Nova Scotian, New
Brunswicker born, or French-Canadian, etc., would be
gratefully receved, I am sure ; the pride of the. col-
onists would be mightily gratified, the utility would
eounterbalance any trouble, the colonists would tax
themselves in a trifle oT35O0 per annmr-or-s-to
naintain their resident minister, and the situation
would be a stimulus to obtain En'glish.attainments in J
education, and a bond of the strongest nature as, to
the affect(ions of the colonists. I know personally
something of the 'Nova Scotians and .Newfoundland o
natives, and I know' their pride is adverqe to the a'
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federation with CagPada, but if they were patted and
soothed as high-blooded horses are tamed, they might
be led anywhere, provided their nationality be owned."

On the saine sheet of note paper, written the re-
verse way of the sheet, is the following.:

"A u{. 13th.
"DEAR COLONEL FITzGIBBN,-I am sorry to say

that I discovered this ndte unposted, when I, thought
you had had it some time ago. Such is, I am sad to
own, the fate of many of my epistles. Writing them
is almost a suffering to me, and when 'written, some-
thing I must attend to demands me, and away 'they
go amon4 my papers. I own I -cannot keep up a-v-
thing like a.correspondence: my friends are oblige4
tô come and take my epistles viva voce, and agree
not to think me savag if J do not write.

"I have, however, written to Lord Aylmer, for I
owe them a long eore of apologies for invitations not
accepted, not noticed indeed, and calls unreturned;
therefore I am doing neglected devoirs as well as
mentioning your work. Will you enclose one with
Colonel FitzGibbon*s compliments to Lord Aylmer,
and the other to Lady Aylmer, she being literary,
and he..a firm friend to Canada.

"I am, yours very truly,
'ELIZABET'h STRICKLAND.

"P.S-Lord Aylmerisamure, irnmliome,but
if you· enclose my letter with the pamphlet to the
Eaton Square addrss, he will receive them in time.

. "I have no objection to receive a quiet visit on
Sunday. J was at church and dining out with an
old friend the day you called. 'I dine out to-morrow
and Wednesday; on Thursday I shall be glad to
see you."

17
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Miss Jane Strickland, the author of" Rome, Regal
and Republican," and many tales from Roman and
Eastern history, met FitzGibbonr frequently at her
sister's cottage in Bayswater, and in her beautiful
old .age* was. never weary of talking.of the charin
of his conversation, his~intense individuality and love
of humanity.

"I have told him repeatedly," she said, in speaking
of this date, "that he should write a history of his
campaigns; but no written page could convey the life
and vim of the relation, a mere body without a spirit
that gave it such indescribable charm. He was plain,
decidedly plain, but he carried himself well, was a fine-
looking man, and the moment he began to talk, all
else was forgotten."

Despite Miss Strickland's avowed aversion to letter-
writing, there are several letters from her among
FitzGibbon's papers, and of his among hers, which
betray i mutual ddmiration and affection for each
other, expressed in the courteous, dignified language
'of their day.

Miss Strickland introduced FitzGibbon to Mr. John
Ollivier, the editor of the Home Circle, a magazine
then ingü eirc41ation inrglandSeveralagtiles

and papers from his pen on infant training were
published in its columns. Ollivier. also published a
pamphlet for him which attracted the: attention of'
George Combe, the ,phrefiologis, and the following

*She lived to be eighty-eight, retaining her faculties and w'onder-
ful memory te the last hour of ter life.
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letter was the beginning of a pleasant correspondence
and friendship between the two men. The letter is
addressed to ." A Colonist" (FitzGibbon's nom de
plume), "to the care of John Ollivier, Esq., 59 Pal
Mall, London."' It is written in a firm, clear, copper-
plate hand, the lines straight and the words well
separt -aIand that must have been a pleasure to
hi printers and proof-readers:

"45 MELVILLÈ -S., EDIN>URGH,
" Nvember 13th, 1848.

SIR,-I have read with much pleasure your 'Re-
marks on the Advantages of Early Training and
Management of Children,' and.admire the spirit in
which they are written. Apparently,;however, yon
have not had an opportunity· of legrùing what has
béen writtei on the subject of education since you
left England. Robert Owen taught us so long ago as
1820, the identical proposition· contained in the third
paragraph of your pamphlet, and tried to realize it
in practice on a great scale at New Lanark in Scot-

. land, and with only,,partial success.
" Having writtenand published a good deal myself

on human nature and education, J beg to enclose an
advertisement of my books, in some of which,- par-
ticularly the 'Constitution of Man' you-wilLt±ind-

-Some-ideas-congenaVVo your own.
"Iam,-Sir,

-Your very obedient servant,
"GEO. COMBE.

To 'A COLONIST.

ThroughyLord Aylmer, Lord Aberdeen, Lord Seaton
and others interested in Canada aud Canadians, and
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in FitzGibbon personally, he was appoinited one of
the Military Knights of Windsor, Lower Founda-
tion, on May 20th, 1850, and on January 8th, 1853,
was removed to the Royal Foundatioi of the same
Royal Pension.

The Military Knights of Windsor were founded by
Edward III., in the twenty-seêond year of his reign,
1348, for the support of twenty-four soldiers, " who
had distinguished themselves in the wars, and had
afterwards' been reduced to straits." Appointments
are in the gift of the Crown. Each member is paid
a small annual stipeiid, and an,, allotted residence in
the walls of the Lower Ward. The only service re-
quired of them is the attendance of a certain number·
daily at the religious offices in St. George's Chapel,
where they occupy stalls at the feet of the Knights
of the Garter. The dress is .a long dark blue cloak,
with a scarlel collar and a -Maltese cross of the same
color on the left shoulder; a short, straight, two-edged
sword or rapier with a Maltese cross-shaped hilt and
a scabbard of dark leather.

The residence is a cottage interior with low ceilings
and deep window sills, built in the wvalls of the
castle on t rghTöf the main-entranetowersX
tiny gate-way and narrow path lead to the low door-
ways which fàeáthe beautiful St. George's Chapel,
where these " poor Knights of Windsor," the original
designation, pay their daily devoir.

The installation is a very simple ceremony. After
the first lesson of the service for the day is read, two
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knights, the latest installed, go out, and hand in the
new one. As they-enter, all three bow to the altar,
turn, and bow to.the dean: the -new knight is then
led by -the hands and placed in the stall he is hence-
forth to'occupv.

I will not attempt to depict the beauty of the
chapel, its lofty grandeur, the exquisite perfection of
the carving on screen and stalls, the great east win-
dow, through whose softly-toned tints the light falls
in such mellowed tenderness; the historie associations
of the rich emblazoned banners pendant from the
rafters above the stails of the Knights of the Garter;
the historie arms and mottoes of those who have left
their impress on the history of their.country recorded
on the panelled walls; the full notes of tihe organ
above the sereen, and the clear, sweet -voices of the
chorister boys froin away down the long northern
cloisters, grbwing clearer and clearer as they approach,
until the sweet so4nds rise above the aisles, ar fill
the grand nave beyond with melody.

Six of the knights are obliged to attend service
once.a day for a month, except in the case of sickness
or leave of absence.

The,--pension- attachedto this royal bounty was
small, only one shilling a day, and upon the appoint-
ment of a new Knight of the Garter, each»military
knight received a fee of one pound.

The chief benefit derived from it is a settled resi-
dence ari¶iong the'ir compeers, and under the immediate
protection of the Crown they have served. There is



also a certain prestige about the position which helps
to snoo.th the rough places made by poverty for
those who have done their 'work well, without
adequate worldly reward -those who, in the common
language of the times, have "seen better days."

Here they have congenial society, the quiet which
old age seeks, coupled with the advantage of keeping
in touch with the question3 stirring men's minds; out
of the tumult and strife, but within the cireles of the
echos roused by the advance of science, literature
and art; within reach of the tidings from theJpolitical
world, and in the- time of war,· of the .latest news
from the army.-
. Can we not picture their excitement and interest

in the tidings from the Crimea?
What unedited accounts of bygone battles fought

and won, of retreats well conducted· when the day
had gone against them, of marches mnade, deeds of
daring done, hardships endured, could the walls of
the knights' quarters tell? How often the 4only

course'" left for the men in command was laid down,
argued over, and emphatically advocated by the
knights as they paced the ramparts in friendly con-
verseafter-servie.

How every appointment was canvassed and com-
mented upon, each. bringing his knowledge of the
name or man to bear upon the approval or disapproval
of the " action at headquarters."- How they rejoiced
when a favorite or familiar regiment, or· name which
represented "one of the youngsters" of their day,
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was mentioned in the despatches; and grieved over
Athe untimely fall of those who had shown promise of

ability in their profession.
Can we not realize how each knight represented

his own old corps among them, and received the con-
gratulations or condolences of his fellow-knights ,s
its representative ?

FitzGibbon was an early riser now as ever, and an
excellent pedestrian. ·A, favorite walk was .to Frog-
more, then the residence of the Duchess of Kent. Sir
George Cooper, Her Royal Highness' secretary, whom
FitzGibbon had known well. in Canada, had obtained
him the privileged entrée to the park andgardens.

FitzGibbon was never weary of this beautiful
place,,and went there, frequently for the pleasure of
sitting under the trees and walking oyer the perfectly-
kept sward. It was also a show-place, to which he
took his friends and visitors. His sister, Mrs. Wash-
burn, who.spent some weeks with him in the summer
of 1851, speaks .of going to Frogmore with her
brother, of the loveliness of the park, and the " deli-
cious feel of the velvety grass which -made it'such a.
pleasure to walk upon."

Another-long-and favoriteconstitutionat wqsdwn
the.Long Walk to the statue at the end, a distaice of
three miles, or in the Lower Park towards Ditcham
and back.

The great Exhibition' of this year brought many
colonists to London, and many of his old Canadian
friends found their way to the knight's quarters-%
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some glad of the opportunity of seeing him again,
others, on. sight-seei4gIntent, very willing to visit
Windsor Castle and an old acquaintance at the same
time.

The Baroness de Longueuil was among the former.
She had written a warmly expressed létter of congra-
tulation to FitzGibbon upon his appointment, and Her
Majesty's kiridnesi to his daughter,* and now took
advantage ôf being within easy access of London to
fiit her old friend.

Several of his former brother officers, whom he had
not seen~for years, but whose friendship he had re-
tained through all the changes and chances of their
lives, also came to see him.

Among these, Captain Brackenbury, of the 49th,
one of the tutors of his barrack-room university (see

page 50), was one of the most welcome. They had
not met since they were young men in Canada. The
a-fternoon spent together was afi too short in which
to·recall the old days and their recollections, or tell
of all that had happened to either during the inter-
vening years. The ittercourse thus renewed was
never again brokeù off.

Heiad- o4e~vJisitors-about wliose names still
lingers more less of interest. Miss-Agnes Strick-
land, accompanied by thé artist, Melville, and her

J
* I regret much that I have been unàable to ascertain the parti-

cular nature of Her Majesty's kindness, but the reference to it in
the Baroness de Longueuil's letter is evidence of the soldier's grati-
tude4o his sovereign.
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publisher, Colburn, when on -a visit to the Castle in
order to have one of the portraits there copied for
her." Lives of the Queens of'England," spent the even-
ing at ,No. 9'; the. Rev. H. Hawtree; Major Clarke;
I. Kitterminster, who writes in glowing eulogy of the
happy bôurs spent in "the quiet, snug room in the
Castle, while" the brave.old man swung to and fro in
his Yankee chgr, relating scenes of bygofe 'days,
living life ovei àgain in all its delights, forgetting
the sorrows that attended them:" of the "stroll on
the ramparts watching the sun go down in a blaze
of glory;" their " walks by the river-side, exchang-
ing thoughts of this and other, worlds;" of the
"beauty of the landscape dressed in all the p.ride
of spring," " the song of the lark and murmur of- the
river," accompaniments of their "fondly remenibered
intercourse."

Other friends, unable to come to Windsor, invited
FitzGibbon to dine with them :in London.* These
invitations, however, were generally declined, and the
alternative of breakfasting with them offered: He
preferred going up early to returning late, or incur-
ring the expense or inconvenience of remaining all
nig.ht at anlhoteL

He had been elected a member of the Highland
Society of London in 1842, and .always received a
card for the annual dinner held in the Freemason's
Tavern, Great Queen Street, on March 22nd, in com-

* Among these was Sir Allan Macnab.
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memoration of the battle of Alexandria, but even this
invitation was only once accepted.

He had also been admitted as a Royal Arch Mason,
Ionie Chapter, Toronto, on January 12th, 1848, and to
the Supreme Grand Chapter of London, England, on
August 6th, 1850; and though there is no note among,
his papers of his attending the lodge meeting in
London,.the position in the craft gave him additional
means of 'influence, and enlarged his opportunities of
making himself heard when occasion required it, or
when -his advocacy could be used- to benefit others.

FitzGibbon went several times to town to the
Crystal Palace in Hyde Park, going up by- an early
train and returning in time for dinner at seven, meet-
ing-many. friends and calling upon others. Such a
day is briefly described by his sister, who went with
him on September 10th:

"U1 to London by the 9.02 train ; walked to Miss.
Strickland's from Paddington. Miss S. had. a small
cottage and garden at Bayswater. She showed us
the largest apples I ever saw, that had grown on her
trees.. Took a biscuit and glass of wine. Miss S.
showed us out a short way. We walked to the
CrystalPalace throughthegark, a most pleasant and
not a long walk. We entered the Palace at half-past
eleven, and stayed there until three. Met gerton
Baines from Toronto, who told us his moher was in
town.* Although we were pretty well tired, we walked
to Brompton Row (could get no coiveyance) to Lady
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Barkley's. She had askeýl us to stay a few days with-
her, but we could not. «We stayed nearly an hour,
then took~ an omnibus to Regent's Circus, where we
intended to take another to Paddington Terminus,
but we were too late-; the omnibus had just left, and,
there would not be another for an hour.- Took a cab,
and got in in time for the half-past five. train, and
home by half-past six."

The first years spent at Windsor were, however,
years of real privation and poverty. Small as his
income was, FitzGibbon devoted the larger portion.of
it to the, payment of his debts, reserving -only what
.was barey sufficient for actual subsistence. There
are lette'rs extant from friends, some of them of rank,
breathing friendship and affection for him; and while
at the same time acknowledging -the receipt of various
sums they had induced him to accept as loans during
the trying time between 1838 and 1845, reproaching
him for being in sucih haste to.draw upon his so lately
augmented but still narrow means.

His daughter and niece, who, with his son William,
joined him in England in 1850, shared his privations,
seconding his laudable ambition and enabling him .to
realize-it

His brother Gerald was soon, his only remaining
creditor, and with the exception of the last sixty
pounds due, the thousand pounds lent by him in
1841, principal and interest, was paid in full before
FitzGibbon's death. This 'sixty pounds was gener-
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ously forgiven hijn by his brother at a time when the

approach of * the infirmities of age rendered him so

anxious lest he, should die in debt, that the fear.
affected his health injuriously.

These years brought 'other and greater griefs in

their train. His son William's health had been fail-

ing for. some time. The sea voyage and change had

not the beneficial ,effects thèy had hoped for. He

returned to Canada early in'ihe autumn, and died at

Belleville, in October, 1851.. FitzGibbon felt this loss

keenly, but another -and a greater blow was soon to
fall upon the brave old man. His daughter Mary,
the dearest companion of his life, was slowly dying,
although as yet her father's eyes could not see it.

In March, 185ï,,he writes to Miss Strickland of a

visit from an old brother lieutenant, "one of my old

corps, the 49th, who sold out in 1810, and ireturned to

England "to the study and practice of medicine. 'So

strong does his friendship for me continue that he has

taken upon him the manage'ment of my Mary's health,
and came here to study her case for a few days."

Dr. Anderson ordered her to drink goat's milk, and
later on FitzGibbon writes: " Every alternate day I.

walk about six.miles out and-home to bring to* Mary

a soda water 1óttle of goat's milkfromt Ee äau

Cashmere goats belonging to Prince..Albert, on one of
the farms ln the Park."

His youngest son, James, died in 1852. After hav:

ing served buf a few years in the 24th Regiment,he
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sold hii commission and returnéd to Canada'to devote
himself to the study of the law. He practised in
Belleville, Ontario, and stories are still ektant' there
pf his wit and eloquence at the Bar.

Mary did .notlong survive .her brother, and the
year closed in., sorrow for the bereaved father.

There are several letters of this date from his old
friends and brother officers, full of kindly friendship
and sympathy. . In one of these, from Captain Brack-
enbury, a remarkable dréam is referred to; which
dream had at -the tim' so comforting an, influence on
FitzGibbon's·mind that he had it printed, in the hope
that it might benefit otiiers.

" In my dream I fancied myself stànding in front
of a golden column, brightly bûrnished, in which I
saw my own fact most clearly refleoted. IDelightedwith the brilliarit appearance of all around m'e, J
intently upon the reflected face, and soon it appea'red.
to expand, to be enlarged, to become more expressive
beautiful, sublime, beyond all I had ever imagined of
the human face. Filled with, a delight beyond all
power of language to express, it flashed upon my
mind that I was in' heaven. -The. first impulse was
that I should-prostrate myself injrofoundgratitude

- b Almighty for having cre'ted me for such a
blissful destiny. I vividly remembered.the Scripture
wh:ch says, 'Eye hath not seen, ùor ear heard, neither
hath it entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him;' 4:
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and here I felt that it was more than realized.to.me,
and the crowning joy of it all ,was that it, would
never end. M mind- became, as it were, expanded'
to a vast exte~nt, looking into eternity with mental
power neve.before imagined by me, and witk an
awful impression of its boundless, its infinite extent.

"In the midst of these ineffable thoughts miy mind
was suddenly turned to earth, and there. J saw my
wife lying on a sick bed, with her five children in
tears standing around it. Here then as the very
state of sorrow and suffering J had se often in imagi-
nation dreaded. Yet my happiness was not in the
least affected by it. Before this dream I could not
have conceived how this insensibility to their suffer-
ing could-be, but now· clearly comprehended why I.
was not so affected. J mentally exclaimed: 'Oh, it
matters not, they will be here immediately;' and
whether the intermediate time were five years. or
fifty years, or five hundred years, did not then appear
to me worth an anxious thôught, so brief did all time
appear to me- cdmpared to the eternity which. then
appeared before .me.

"And so, in truth, it really is to a mind expanded
-as mynind-therrwa And thiscomparison ani the
consideration of it now appear to me as fraught with
a consolation to suffering minds here on earth, which
no other consideration is at all equally calculated to

givp. And, therefore, while my mind is thus so in-
ensely and blissfully impressed, do I hasten to record
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this vision, before it fades from my memory in, the
slightest degree.

" Now, J trust I shall not be thought superstitious by
anyone to whom I may communicate what I have here
written. J am delighted with the dreami, because it
proves to me that even-in this life I .possess a capacity
for enjoyment of blissful happiness of which before
n I had no adequate idea, and because it convinces
me that in heaven no consideration ôf things on earth
can diminish. my happiness there. And here J take
for •granted that the Alwighty has in like manner
endowed every human being with latent capacities
for increased happiness, whenever· in His merciful
will He pleases thus to.exercise those capacities..

" Thus a new field for thought appears to be opened
up before me, in which my mind may be further
improved, and I be eniabled to increase its powers and
enhance its happiness. Now, more plainly than ever
heretofore, do I understand and feeL that man is a
progressive being, and that it is his duiy to avail
himself of every circumstance, occurrence, or means
which may enable him to advance himself in useful-
ness, in virtue, and piety- and with theviewespe-
cially,~of further enabling him to do good to his
neighbor.

"Anyone, at the hour of death, leaving behind
wife, children, or pther beloveci relatives, exposed to
poverty, sorrow, or other. suffering, having such an
absolute conviction of mind as 1 then had, of .the

'J
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shortness of all things of time here on earth, as com-
pared with eternity, must surely, under such convic-
tion, be nearly, if not altogether, relieved fron much
mental sufferiig, and enabled to depart in conpra-
tive peace, and even with hope and joy and confidence-
int the goodness of God.

"That this account of my dream may occasionally
soothe and cheei the anxious -spirits of persons so
circumstanced, J humbly hope and fervently pray.

"Amicus."
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CHAPTER XII.

rn ITZGIBBON was never idle. His old energy
and anxiety to be of use to someone-to .do
what little good might be within his power-

never flagged. He read all the papers with avidity,
making notes of . interesting • items, clipping para-
graphs containing information suitable for the accep-
tance of some of- his youthful correspondents -among
his nephews and friends; occasionally, where. a remi-
niscence of his own was apropos; replying to or
'writing articles for the press, military· matters espe-
cially attracting his attention.

The following is, perhaps, as apt an illustration of
this interest and the "giist he sent to the miii" as
anything among his papers:

"MONDAY, November. 22nd, 1852.
"SIR,-In the supplement to. the Weekly Despatch

of yesterday,. I have just read the following words:
' Andneerlset-u-forget-to-ndonor--d- caredôr the
'humblest soldier who has done his part of the great
'task in the faithful spirit of his chief. The indivi-
'dual honors cannot be his, and he knows it. He is
'proud to see decorations on the breasts of his officers,
'they .are tributes to his valor; his bayonet helped
'to win them; his discipline, Jhefirmness held the
'ground; his energy was in the last, decisive charge.'
I cannot withhold from you the statement of a simple

18



282 A VETERAN OF 1812.

fact which, I-'think, beautifully illustrates the truth of
your hypothesis.

" The battle of .Queenston, in Upper Canada, was
fought on the 13th of October, 1812. Captain Dennis,
of the Grenadier Company of the 49th Regiment,
commanded the post at the beginning of the battle,
and for about an hour afterwards. Major-General
Brock arrived from Niagara, and was killed, and
Captain Dennis was wounded, but he still kept the
field. The invaders were all killed or taken prisoners;
among the latter was Lieut.-Colonel Scott, the present
Commander-in-Chief of the American Army.

"In three months after, a general order was read
a the head of that grenadier company, which pro-
mdted Captain Dennis to the brevet of Major.

" On the · company being -lismissed, one of the
soldiers tossed his musket high above his head, and
cried aloud, 'Hurrah, boys, we have done something
for the old Roman at-last !

" That Captain Dennis is the present Major-General
Sir James B. Dennis. Because. of his zeal and his
daring in battle, his soldiers usually called him 'the
old Roman.'

"The tribute you have paid to the memory of the.
Duke and to the army, and especially to the privates
of that army, is most gratifying to me, having been
once a private soldier myself, and I am. most grateful
to you forit. J wishevery soldier-inithe-army had
a copy of it. - The study of it would add to his just
pride, would increase his dévotion to the service and
nerve his hand·in the day of battle.

" May I request of you to give this effusion a place
in a future number of your journal.

"Iam, Sir, your obedient servant,

AN ditD GRENADIER OF THE LAST CENTURY."

1
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A SAILOR'S "PEN YARN."

The mention of an old comrade would again lead
to a renewal of intercQurse or letter of enquiry.

The following is a reply so evidently characteristic
that we give it. The top of the page has unfortu-
nately been mutilated by some enthusiastie collector
of crests for the impression of the coat of arms:

"I am, indeed, iy dear sir, the same Tom Mansel
who shared with yQurself the glory of victory at
Nelson's ever-memorable battle of Copenhagen, but
certainly not possessing the youthful bearing which
then animated my aspiring spirit, as both body and
mind are fearfully, in the- present stage of progressive
old age, fast approaching the lee-shore of beam-end
position, yet endeavor to preserve an even keel as
long as remarns·a shot i the locker to keep off the
ennui of natural infirmities. As I intend, in the course
of a short time, to clinch the tow-rope of pleasure by
hailing your -snuggery at Windsor Castle, I there-
fore cut my pen yarn short, and will spin one as long
as the main top bowling when we meet to talk in
good. earxiest, and fight our battles of glorious record
o'er and o'er again.

"Believe me to be,
My old comrade and friend,

"Yours very faithfuliy,
Tom MANSEL.

"P.&-If you happen to visit the gallant Naval
Knights of Windsor, will you kindly convey my
royal, mast-high regards to Lieut. Henslow, who
served under my command some years gone by ; a
gentlemanly, exemplary officer thqs I held him in
estiiation, and nq mistake,'
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His correspondence with George Combe led to an
enthusiastic study of ph-enology. le was a firm
advocate and believer in the science, and in mapy -of
his letters speaks highly of its influence for greater
contentment and increase of hope in the future
improvement and -development of good in humanity.

He was also.a great reader,.and many of his letters
of this.date contain his opinions and impressions of
the books he was at ~the time perusing. In July,
1857, during jhe mutiny in India, he refers to the
life of Sir Charles Napier as "the most exciting
work I have ever read."

He understood the antagonism of the directors of
the East India Company to Sir Charles Napier's
measures. Sir Charles' difficulties were · a- more
extensive reproduction of his own in Canada prior to
the rebellion. He bel-ieved that- had Sir Charles
"been' duly supported, the present mutiny would
never have occurred. For years he had warned the
Indian Government of their danger. He had pre-
vented- mutiýnies, and pointed out- clearly how to
govern all safely and well, but as his côunsel in-

. volved-changes in the civil departiments, which affected
the vasTfàbuses of patronage, -wasAreated-asan-
intolerable nuisance, and driven from the country.

C Were it not for the destruction and ruin conse-
quent.upon this .mutiny, I would rejoice at it. Never
have men so well deserved disaster and punishment
as these directors."

He paid one or two visits to Dublin before the year
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1855, but though he made many plans and promises
to repeat them later-promises which he was, how-
ever, careful to speak of as " conditional oniy "-he
was unàble to fulfil them. He valued and loved his
.sister-in-law (wife of his brother Gerald) highly, and
his letters are full of 'kindly, grateful reminiscences
of her hospitality and affection for him. It1 is-to her
care of his correspondence we are chiefly indebted
for the details necessary for the last chapter of our
veteran's life.

The night schools and classes established in the
town of Windsor were also of greatinterest to Fitz-
Gibbon. He frequently addressed the *boys, and
while entertaining, them with graphically depicted
accounts- of incidents in his own ekpèrience, anecdotes
of men and soldiers he had known, he drove home
many a lesson and maxin of vale., ,He never lost
an opportunity of impressing up•n them the desira-
bility of cultivating truth, sobriety, courtesy and
kindness to the least of God's creatures. He noted
everyday incidents in the streets, trifles which others
passed by unheeded, and turned them to account in
his friendly talks with the boys.

He was-alway&-ready4V4ril-,score-of ragamu
fins, and halfpennies never stayed long-in his pockets
when others' need seemed to demand their expendi-
ture.

During the last few years· of his life, while still
able to go up to town for the day, it became.necessary
to see that he had a *returu ticket on the railway;
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otherwise his soft heart for a hungry lad or sym-
pathy for a doleful tale of wan wvould have left him
without the means to pay s fa back.

He was repeatedly called up n bythe Dean to act
as trustee for the widow or orphan daughter of a
deceased brother knight; or for advice and assistance
in preparing pension papers and arranging their
affairs.

Although he corresponded with many friends in
Canada during these first few years of his life at
Windsor, none of his letters has come within my reach
except the following to the late Mr,. Walter Mackenzie,
of Castle Frank, Toronto. He had been one of Fitz-
Gibbon's rifle corps organized previous to the rebellion
of 1837, and ever remained one of his most· devoted
friends and admirers. In this letter a strong love for
Canada is expressed, and one cannot but regret that
his version of the history of the war of 1812 was not
written for the benefit of those now so deeply inter-
ested in that little known period of Canadian history.

"LOWER WARD,
"WINDSOR CASTLE, May 10th, 1855.

"M M EARMR. MAKENZIE,-I must' begin this
answer to your interesting letter of the 141tWtimo,
by making an admission, or more properly a<'onfes-
sion, that I really am unequal to making it an ade-
quate return to your epistle. . Your idea that the
'Celt being especially distinguishable from. the. Saxon
by retaining the fire of youth amid the snows of
winter's age,' is no longer fairly to be entertained by
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me. It is true .that my physical condition is now far.better than ever hithehfo I could have hoped for. I.can jump and dance with as light and elastic a bound·as at any period ·during the last forty years, andcertainly more so than iduring any period of the lastten years. But J cannot-say so much for the mentalenergy. - Would that J!could guide, aid or fôrward inany way your efforts in the cause of Canadian ad-
vancement, e:ther historically, politically or socially.In fact, my desire is so strong in this direction that itrequires an effort to make me refrain from makingyou an offer of help wherever you may tkiink I couldrender it. But in.justice,to you I dare not. The onlyway in whiph I can concoct-anything like an a'dequateaanswer to yours is to go over it paragraph by para-
graph and say something,"to each.

"Should Dr. Widmer n6t have left Toronto beforeyou receive this, pray charge him from me to cometo Windsor, which hecan do in less than an hour byrail, or if he cannot from any cause, that he willwrite me to come to him. .I think the meeting wouidmake us both a year younger.
"Our 'tilt' with the Dean and Canons is now fullyin the lists before the Chancellor. Whethei' we, likethe slender Ivanhoe, shall roll their Reverences in thedust, as he rolled the brawny Bois de Guilbert, timealone can tell Your letter shows me that we havethe good wishes of one honest heart. The gentlemenof theong b-arenow aetivly-employed-in pre-parmg questions ând answers, replies and rejoinders,and all the usual prolonged fence of such gladiaThe last note to me, as chairman of the K ghts'Coinmittee, from our chif champion, is very cour-.

aging. Still I will not indulge in much hope, and Iam pursuing my own course without any reference toaid from that quarter. If it come, tant mieux.
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"For the honor and prosperity of old England, I
grieve to see its clergy so grasping and avaricious.
No class of this nation is doing so much injury to'the
public mind, and it pains me to learn that' a like
spirit is manifesting itself in your thriving province.

"I have not a copy left of the -letter you mention.
I believe it was the substance of a paper I wrote at
the request of Lord Seaton, in 1849, and which I had
soon after printed in London. I have been sometimes
urged to give my version of the war of 1812, but I
could not reconcile myself to do so; because, if I did,
I could not refrain from telling all the truth, and this
would expose to public blame, if not shamef, some I
would fain not wound. But at this long distanee of
time I might say much without reluctance hich then
I would decline. Therefore, should you eve. enter
upon a sketch of Canadian chronicles, and would call
on me for an account of any single ocgrrence or
series of events known to me, I could 'giv'e you de-
tached sketches, some of which may help to fill up or
amplify a narrative for ou.

"It is interesting to m to learn that you went to.
Sir Francis Head, with Jdge MeLean, to urge him
to attack the rebels on Tuesday morning, because I
also went to him soon after- sunrise and entreated of
hin to give me three hundred out of the five hundred
then armed in the Market Square, and with the only
6-pounder then. brought from the garrison, I pro-
mised .in two hours -to disperse the -rebels. His
hurried answer was, 'Oh, no, sir, Iwill not figthêni
on their ground; they must fight me on mine.' I
could not help mentally, exclaiming, 'What an old
woman --I have here to deal with 1' (Perhaps yoU
have a copy of a pamphlet which I had printed and
published in Montreal in 1847, 'An Appeal to the
People of ipper Ganada;' if you have not, pray
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obtain one if you can; I suppose Rowsell may yet
have some unsold.) At that moment I considered it
of the highest importance to dispgrse them with the
least possible delay, that the news of their defeat
should accompany, if not precede, the news of the
outbreak, *and thereby paralyze and confound all
other disloyal men in the Province before they could
act ·in concert; and had the rebels the- presence of
mind and the daring which their first steps indicated,
the Upper Province might have fallen under their
power. The steps taken. by you and me and our
ôther few friends, such as theyshooting of Anderson
by Powell and the ringing of. tfý city bells on Mon-
day night, gave the first check.

" As to, the Navy Island campaign, it was digrace-
ful to us. The rebels and sympathizers were on the
island like rats'n a trap, and the môment the detach-
ment of the 24th joined-at Chippewa, an attack should
have been made. Elmsley had boats enough, and a*
descen't.upon the island was easy and certain to suc-
ceed. But thgre was no will and.therefore no way.
So far from thinking you not the fit person to record
the events of that outbreak, I know no man who
knows more of its details, o0¶ obs ýrved them with so
earnest a zeal and spirit as you did-no, not one.

'And here I must break off to attend the summons
of Margaret to tea-as you broke off to attend the
sumnions to ' tax costs.'

"Whatyou say as to yourak-4oveo your
profession brings. vividly to my remembrance the
éase of the, ofïly son of old Col. James Green,, long
secretary'to Lieut.-General Peter Hunter, once Lieut.-
Governor" of Upper Canada. He desired above ~al
things to go into the army, but his father sent him
to Oxford, to be educated for .the Bar. He* was called,
to the Bar in Lower. Canada, and, took up his post,
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not'of exercise, but of practice,.in Three Rivers. The
headquarters of -he 49th -were then there, in 1810,
and young Green, told me That when in Portsmouth,
England, on his return to Canada, he was on the
point of enlisting as a private soldier, which, how-
ever, he did not, but returned to Canada. W·e invited
him to become an .honorary member of our Mess,
where I became most intimate with him. His life
became a inost unhappy one, and although he became
Clerk of the Peace at Quebec, he died early, as J
believe, of something like a brokeer heart, le was a
high-minded, noble and generous young man. (Mrs.
Grasett is his daughter, or other relative of his.)

"But surrounded by such 'specimens of humanity'
as you mention, you must cultivate cheerfulness, self-
confidence and perseverance for their. sakes, and not
sink, nor even bend, beneath the burden of mortified
feelings or disappointed hopes. For Mrs. Mackenzie's
sake and their sakes, cheer up and cherish a, inanly
pride and a lofty 'resolution to meet and surmount
every obstacle to a final success and independence.

"I would gladly see you eiffpoyy such spare time
as you can command in literary txer'cises which may
be most agreeable to you. J dream of preparing
some essays for the guidance of the young in Canada
in the exercis their social and political duties,
adding n>and then a few hints on the parable of
the Good Samaritan, with special -refeience to my
discordant countrymen, the Orangemen, and their ad-
versarstiRomaists, wbont atydishouï-our
common Christianity by their almost total want of
the great Christian virtue, charity. From time tô
time I fear much for the future harmony and pros-
perity of Canada.

"But J find my firmness of purpose becoming, day
by day, less firm, or rather more feeble It just
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occurs to me that if I were near you I would give
you leave to exercise authority over ne, which, if
sternly exercised by you, might produce some fruit:
for I really have the needful health and -physical
strength, and lack only the strong will to bring all
into active operation. -

"The first, A-tïgo-Anerica-n magazine you sent ine,
and the only one I have received, I lent to the Earlo
of Albemarle and have not received it back. As
chairman of the-Committee of the Military Knights
of Windsor, I have been in correspondence with his
Lordship for some months, he being our advocate in
the House of Lords. On seeing- the appointment of
Lord Bury1eo an office in Canada, I have from time
to time sent to-the Earl Canadian papers of various
descriptions, finding they are acceptable to him and
to other individuals of the familv.

"You say, 'Last week 1 sept you one ·containing
.n second article' on the same subjeet,. which I took
complimentary but somewhat mistaken notice.of,
but this I have not received. I fear that all things
%ent by post are not sûrely delivered. Occasionally I
send newspapers to Canada, and know not if they
ever reach. I cannot'enter into a correspondence to

e ascertain if they do. Last week I sent you a Times,
and occasionally I may obtain, one to send you here-
after, though uncertain if theyever reach you. .But
the Provincial papers, -no doubt, republish all, or
nearly ail, that can in'erestyôu Provincial

"1Âinütthink of offering you any comment on
the thousand and one er*€¡srand blunders of our great
men here. The public prints say much more than
any private correspondent pomsibly could; to tlrem,
therefore, I must refer you. In Noveinber I was&. on
the point 'of addressing a 4letter to the Times, giving
sage co.unsel to Lord Raglan. (What presuxirpfion3 !!)
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The letter which I thought of writing, I was sure the
"Times would not publish. ,Nevertheless, J am since
sorry I did not then write it, as it would have actually
foreshadowed almost every evil which has since been
inflicted on that, doomed (as' it then appeared to me)
army. 1, who witnessed three campaigns in the
winters of Canada, might well foresee the horrôrs in
store for those gallant fello\vs. But the horrors have
been so patiently, so heroically borne, that the soldiers
of that army have added a new and beautiful ray
of glory to the character of the British arms, or I
should rather say,. to the character of the British
soldier. I consider this result as almost an equivalent
for those .osses and disasters--and the like, J say, of
the insane charge. at Balaclava, ordered by Lord
Lucan. The men who mùade that charge -have earned
a place for themselves in history above that of any
of their predecessors... These two examples will bring
forthgood fruit in due season.

The Roebuck. Committee's -report i1l be printed
by order of the House, and, I suppose, 4ld as usual.:
J will, if I can, procure a copy for you.

" You talk of blind and brainless men. -Query:
Have we any other now, after forty years of system-
atical exclusion of all talent, as such, or if any one
of the favored class did -possess natural talent, had
he any encouragement to cultivate his talent? Or
would he not have exposed himself.to ridicule had he
seriously-ttepted-it NoSoweverwe are on
the eve of changes which as yet cannot be clearly
seen.

Being nog old, and· no-more work in me, J often
imagine myself as if standing on the top of the flag-
staff on the Round Tower of this castle, and surveying
all the passing displays of folly and wisdomexibiting
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on the surface of this globe of ours, and 'sapiently
commenting thereon. I often wish to record my
imaginary comments, but it is too late in the day.
Of the views and objects of the Royalists, the Aris-
tocrats and the Democrats in Europe, I entertain
opinions which I believe to be clear and well founded,
but to detail them would be too much for me to write,
and perhaps for you to read. But J am convinced
that the period is approaching when Napoleon's say-
ing at St. ilelena will be verified, tþat "in fifty years
Europe will be Republic or Cossaék," and I think the
danger is greater of its becoming Cossack than Re-
public. The despots everywhere are armed and well
prepared to pounce upon the first uprising of any of
the peoples, who are everywhere isolated and, as it
were, prostrate. J sometimes exclaim, 'Thank God,
I have Canada to fall back upon.' Its future seems
to me more full of promise than that of any other
section of, the human family. I long to be among
vou. I think I could inake -my pen useful to you all,
but this hope is not a very strong One.

"Tell Mrs. Mackenzie that if I go to Chatham, I
will call upon Major Durie. But -this is not likely,
unless I can obtain more money from the Dean and
Canons; for I have reserved to myself only the bare
means- of subsistence, and have appropriated all else
towardspaying off my reniaining debts. ,Hòw cruel
of this .heartless Government to stand betvxeen me
andi the grant-of4and threetimes voted-forr me-by the-
two Houses of the Upper Canada Parliament!i And
yet they assented to the Rebels' Losses Bill, and voted
to Papineau $4,500 which he had forfeited by his
acknowledged rebellion. I sometimes lose imiy patience
and my temper. God bless you and yours.

J, F.G;

REPUBLIC OR COSSACK ?

i
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Although the letter to the /lines of which Fitz-
Gibboen speaks was not written, the following extract
from one to his nephew Gerald, of a later date, may
be interesting as a soldier's opinion on the cause of
some, of the disasters in the Crimea. The letter is
dae4 Monday evening, 5th February, only, but from
th ontext. we may conclude the year to have been
18

"My indignation against those -who have caused so
many unnecessary evils to our army in (the Crimea·
was boiling over when I wrote my last note to you,
and J therefore forgot-your request as to the Toronto
magazine. It was then lent, and has not yet been
returned to me, but when J receive it back I will
send it to you by post. The charge will. be sixpence
only.

"From all I have now read, I ar confirmed in my
opinion that those evils have been chiefly caused by
the want of a.good road from Balaclava to the camp.
The want of that road I ascribe chiefly to Sir John
Burgoyne, the commanding engineer there. Next to
him I would blame Lord Raglan himself, who shoùld
early have fbreseer the necessity for such a road. I
consider that every officer on his staff, certainly the
sQartermaster=GeneraiL;ord-4eeRos an& every gene-
ral belonging to that army, as'most shamefully want-
ing in military skill and foresight. - They were there
for weeks before the bad weather set in, during which
time J wonder the want of a winter road does not
appear to have occurred to them; or if it occurred to
the juniors, they, perhaps, had not courage to offer an
opinion to a senior. For many of our commanders·I
have known to have met such advice, or even sugges-
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tion,,with a contemptuous repulse.. General de Rot-
tenburg gave for answer -to a suggestion offered to
him by an excellent officer in Canada, in 1813:
'Colonel Nichol, when J want your advice I will ask
you for it.' Yet if the colonel's suggestion had been
acted upon, Buffalo would have been taken during
the following week, and all the stores for the ap-
proaching campaign captured or destroyed, which
would have made it impossible for the Americans to
invade the Province that sunimer. They, however,
did invade it, and we lost Fort George and the lives
of many hundreds of our officers and soldiers, together
with many valuable stores and much provision.

"J rejoice that the French army is side by side
with ours, thus to prove, beyond all doubt or denial,
our shameful mismanagement, which would be stoutly
and insolently denied were our army acting alone, for
it woud be impudently said that such evils were
inevitable"

His k Iedge of Canada and Canadian life brought
many to him for information or letters of introduction
for4hemselves or friends about to emigrate. Al sorts
and conditions of men came to hi; some he could
put off with his card to be exhibited in Canada, but
Sthe mjorityreguiring-More-particular-attention
occupied mueh of his time and increased his corre-
spondence extensively.

The folowing letter, addressed to Mr. Stayner,
Post Office Inspector of Upper Canada, and sent to

the care of FitzGibbon's. eldes on, is a specimen of
the.many kindly letters of intruction he wrote to
old friends in Canada in f of parties in whom
he was interested:
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"9 LOWER WARD,

"WINDSOR CASTLE, Sept. 24th, 1859.
"My DEAR SIR,-,I can hardly expect that you can

recall me to your nemory, for I never had the honor
of an intimate acquaintance with you. I first saw
you in Montreai in-1807 or '08, when you married
the- daughter of Mr. Sutherland, with whom I was
then acquainted. I was then the Adjutant of the
49th Regiment.

"I am now impelled to address ·you in behalf of a
young gentleman (son of one of the Military Knights
of Windsor,,Capt. Douglas, a neighbor of mine) wlio
has ventured to identify his fortunes with the Pro-
vince of Canada,-and is now emþloyed in the Prôvin-
cial post office at Toronto. The Hon. W. H. Merritt, of
Upper Canada, spent a day with nie here this week,
of whom I enquired if you were yet at the head of
that department'in Canada, and he thought you were,
as he had recently seen you.

"Capt. Douglas is' now an old man, as all these Mili-
tary Knights are. He has.three daughters here with'
him. At his death I fear these three young -ladies
will be wholly unprovided for. - They have -two
brothers. One is employed in the Post Office Depart-
ment here in England, usually in taking charge of
he mails-loSllexandria and other-ports iii the Medi-

terranean. His conduct has given so mucih satisféetiQn
that he has recently .been promoted·in the Depart-
ment. This brother remits to his sisters all he can
possibly spare from his income. That his brother in
Canada is equally desirous of aiding them I entirely.
believe.

"The interest I take in these young ladies impels
me to address you; they are intimate with niy two
nieces who reside with me and keep house for me,
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and I am therefore gcquainted with the particulars
which I thus communicate.

" Should the brother in Canada be really deserving
of your favorable consideratioû, may I venture to
bring him to your notice, in the anxious hope that he
may be soon enabled to contribute his share to the.
support of these excellentgirls.

"The only apology J can offer for thus trespassing
upon your benevolent attention is my desire 'to do
good to my neighbor;' and my impression of you
makes me believe that my appeal will not be unac-

· ceptable, but rather the contrary, if you can depend
upon my judgment and discretion. in making this
statement.. And I venture to hope that the récollec-
tions of those days, and of the 49th Regiment,;will be
pleasing to you, especially of the family of the late
Dr. Robertson and Mrs. Robertson, who were intimate
friends of Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland.

" Do not take the trouble of acknowledging the
receipt of this letter. I write it in the hope that 'yo
are yet at the head of -the Department in Cana
and that it may possibly be in your power to advance
this young man should his. good conduct déserve your
patronage.

"Should Mrs. Stayner be yet.alive to bless you,
pray offer my kind remembrances, for I well remem-
ber herwhile she was at school.

".Very truly, my dear Sir, yours,
"JuAms FITzGIBBON."

This kindly letter was never delivered. Mr. Stay-
ner had been -succeeded by Mr. John Dewe, and he
being a more intimate friend, and the letter being
unsealed, its contents. we-e conveyed to him verbally.
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In tht postscript to the letter to his son, FitzGibbon
says:

"Since writing the foregoing I have lôoked over a
.Canadian almanac, and see that Mr. Dewe is In-
spector of the Department in Toronto. He called on
me here.a few days ago in company with Mr. Van-
koughnet, of Toronto. I knew him in Kingston
formerly, and I feel confident he would willingly
oblige me. Show him my letter to Mr. Stayner, and
I think you had better follow -his advice in~regard to
y-ung Douglas. He may be able to do môre for him
than anyone else."

FitzGibbon's energetic service did not stop here. A
short time before his appointment a question had
been raised by the kùights over the appropriation·of
the revenues from which their pensions were paid.

Few among them had influential friends who cared
to exert themselves in their behalf. They could only
bemoan their wrongs and condole with each other
over the iniquity of those who had depriv,ed them of
their just rights, the supineness of those w had
benefited by it, and the coldness· of the Goverent

JthatLcouldnot he moved to take anyaction mthe
matter. They were literally " poor knights," although
the march of manners had altered the title to "Military
and Naval Knights," and were proving the worldly
wise maxim tbat "those who cannot command friends
at Court, find it hard to obtain them by begglng."

But FitzGibbon was not one to rest content under a
wrong without making an effort toright it, especially
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when he could thereby benefit others. Though poor
in purse, he was rich in friends,·in resource af«d ability.
Fortunately for the success of his efforts, one of the
next vacancies among the knights was filled by the
appointment of Sir .John Millais Doyle. Sir John
was a man of family and position in the army. He
seconded FitzGibbon's efforts, and brought many
influential friends to bear upon the question. They
worked together, and succeeded in making such a stir,
both through the press' and in Parliament, that the
knights' cause was taken up and carried into Court.

The correspondence the case entailed fell principally
on FitzGibbon. The business carried him frequently
to Lorglon to interview those whose interest -could
further the settlement of the claim of the lawyers
who had taken it under their charge.

Sir John Doyle knew little of business matters
other than military, and he was willing enough to
leave it to his more enthusiastically energetic friend.
Lord Albemarle took a great interest.in it, and-friendly
letters passed between him and FitzGibbon on the
subject. The latter's letters to Dublin from the years
1851 to 1859 are full of the hoesnd-fears to whicli
the various delays and law piroceedings gave rise;
regret a,the delay and the consequent deprivation as.
one or other of the knights, who had watched the
case in anxious anticipation of an increase of income,
passed away without -receiving any benefit; and of
indignation at the slow progress, dilatoriness and law

- . _- 1 ý -l m - -
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quibbles resorted ta in order o postpone the hearing.
(See Appendix XI.)

Sanguine expectations of obtaining redress, antici-
pations of an increase of from two to three -hundred
a year to the one shilling a day allowed, dwindled as
the years -passed and their cause was deferred from
term to'term; and hope dying hard, they were thank-
ful to accept the sixty pounds a year derived from
the lapsed canonry finally allotted to them.

The sun varied according to the proceeds or revenue
derived fron the "new canonry," as it was called by
the knights. In 1863, the amount they received only
reached the sum of thirty pounds fourteen shillings.

In a letter dated January 19th, 1853, he says: "The
knights' case before the Ch&ncellor does not appear
to make much progress. We are just told that the
Dean and Canons are about to demur to the jurisdic-
tion of that Court. Should the demurrer be allowed,
I am told our case will be the stronger. But will it
be the sooner terminated? Time will tell, but it may
be a long time. Procrastination is to these fat divines
rich living; while to the lean old soldiers it is short
commons. However, with the fins of the Dogger

--anknfh,* an&thewiigj of the -Windisor Park
pheasants,t my larder can furnish more than one

* Sent FitzGibbon from Ramsgate by Major Plenderleath, a
brother of his old friend and brother officer of the 49th.

t A brace of pheasants sent annually as a New Year's gift'to each
Military Knight by H. R. Highness the Prince Consort.



SINNERS VS. SAINTS.

sporting dinner. Thanks to the sinners rather than
the saints-the cormorants."

On December 5th, 1856, he writes: "I send you a
copy of a note from our solicitor, that you may see
the progress making in our'suit against the Dean and
Canons here. I begin now to indulge hope a little;
but even if not successful, I will not be disappointed.
Your father, who knows so much of 'the glorious
uncertainty of the law,' will approve of the resolution.
But if my income be increased, and I live to be out
of debt, I fear I shall not then know how to 'demean
myself' in circumstances so entirely new to me."

The copy sent is but the usual lawyer's lette-,
reporting. proceedings, and there being "every pros-
pect of success attotding our efforts."

This hopeful prospect was, however, not realized,
and the disappointment felt by his clients was pro-
portionately great. Sir John Doyle. died without
receiving any benefit from the lapsed canonry finally
granted them, and FitzGibbon enjoyed it oily for one,
year aûd a half. Small though the addition was, the
knights owed it, certainly to some extent, to FitzGib-
bon's energy, ierseverance and determination to do
bis-best to succeed+

Other frieinds who were most instrumental in aiding
him fo force the case upon the attention of the author-
ities, were Colonel North, of &Wroxham Abbey; Sir
Francis Doyle and General ,Read, M.P. for.Windsor.
Charles Grenfel, also M.P. for Windsor, was also oneof
the most active supporters of the claim, and FitzGibbon

j
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was able to repay him in kind. When the represen-
tation of Windsor was being hotly contested by Mr.
Grenfel and Lord Charles Wellesley in 1859, Fitz-
Gibbon brought up the knight.s in a. body to voteand
turned the poll in favor of the man who advocated
his cause. 

This was almost the last flash of e old energy
and enterprise. The malady, a rt of epileptie or
apoplectie seizure, which even ly caused his death,
showed its first symptoms ortly after, and though
he recovered from the first attack, he -never regained
the old strength. His grand constitution, a.life of
steady abstemiousness and healthy exercise, his steady
perseverance and sanguine temperament, enabled him
to rally after each successive attack with surprising
vitality.

The knights' case ended, there was no longer any
incentive to exertion, but he kept up a lively corre.
spondence, his handwriting and diction showing few
signs of decaying powers. ~ When reading the papers-
now and then, the old fire flashed out in protest
against injustice or pusillanimous'fears,

The following letter, written after reading the
eport ota debate in the House of Commons,on the

question of the rumored threatened invasion by the
French, is an instance:

"August, 1860.
SIR,-I. have just read the communication ad-

dressed to you, signed "1H," and published in the Star
of this morning. I am inq the eightieth year of my
age, and too feeble to express at much length in writ-
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ing the feelings excited in my mind by the perusal of
that paper. But I cannot refrain from expressing
myself as follows:

"J entered the army as a private soldier in the year
1798, and was placed on half pay as a captain on the
reduction of the army in 1816. J have met the
French repeatedly in. action among the sand-hills of
Holland in 1799, and other enemies of* England in
other countries for several years afterwards.

" I'have ever looked with contempt upon batteries
and breastworks in almost every position. J look
upon fighting face to face. as the ·true mode of trial
.for the British soldier. • Batteries-and other works of
defence I have thought rather diminished the soldier's
bravery.

"I éonsideri. it impossible for the French to land
half a million of men in England, perhaps even half
that'number could not be brought over at one time.
Have we not ·five millions capable of bearing arms ?
Could we not in a few days bring together half a
million of these to meet the French ? Would not
our men be filled with -indignation against any enemy
who dared to insult us by such invasiol ?
S" Iknow that the French soldier advances to meet

the British bayonet with more hesitation, I will not
say trepidation, than he would-advance to meet any
other enemy. The British soldier rejoices in lis
bayonet. It does not require much skill or manouv-
ringto ihring an enemy-oncetosequarters: We-
have only to. rush upon an opposing line and decide
the issue at once by a hand-to-hand encountei. No
two lines have ever yet crossed bayonets in battle.
I was often assured that it- was done at the battle of
Maida, but I did not believe it. Long after that battle,
Sir James Kempt, who commanded our battalion mak-
ing. that charge, declared in my presence tha* the

M,
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bayonets did not cross. The French, while advancing,
hesitated, and at last halted, turnel round and ran
awa y; but they delayed too long in doing so; the
British rushed in, and laid upwards of three hundred
of them on their faces with the bayonet. Very many
years.after, J repeated this to Commodore Sandham
of the navy, who said to me: 'I am glad you men-
tioned thismatter to me, for I was that morning a
lieutenant in one of the ships ýwhich landed our force
in the Bay of St. Euphemia, and witnessed the action
from our decks. After the battle was over the men
were re-embarked, together with many woinded
French soldiers, and it was curious to see the wounded
in the sick bay the following morning-all the French
on their faces, being stabbed in the back ; while all
the British lay on their backs, being shot in front by
the volley which.the French fired as tIrey advanced

"Would that J could cry aloud in the ear of every
Briton, calling upon him to. hold in contempt all
defensive works. An enemy must land upon an open
beach. We must know of his coming *many daysQ.
before he can possibly come. · We may, thérefore, be

o some extent prepared. Even though we be not
at hand to meet him, telegraph and rail-cars can soon
bring us upon him; and then if we do not kill and
capture his army, we deserve to' be conquered and
enslaved. But of the issue I have no doubt.

"' L-do-not- nowJiesitate to-declare-that-noarmy
from France will ever invade England. For it is
manifest to me that no nation of 20,000,000 people
can ever be overcome by any force which can possibly
be brought from abroad. I am ashamed of the debates
in the House of Commons upon the question of. the
projected defences. They fil me with indignation.
Is it that those members are chiefly of the feeble
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* aristocracy, the plutocracy and dandyocracy, that I
they seek to defend our country by means of -spade
and pick-axe, rather , than -by strong hands, stout
hearts and British bayonets ?

"It requires but little previous drill to qualify ourt
yeomanry .to fight the battle of the bayonet, and
therefore I rejoice at the organization of our volun i
teers. Of these we may organize a number quite
equal to the destruction of any invading force. Upon
these our old men, our women and ,children,*May
look with confidence, with pride and affection,.and
they will never be disappointed.

"I pray of you to publish this, which may be cailed
a rash effusion, but I write it with the fullest con-
victioDý.

"Your obedient servant,
LD SOLDIER, WHO DESPISES ALL FEARi

"OF INVASION.

FitzGibbon clung more closely to the fireside as the
end- approached, and seldom quitted the precincts of
the Castle. Re was always glad'to see and chat with
his old friends-. from Dublin, London and Canada,
and many visited him. The old love for .Canada
returned with redoubled force; the burden of all the
latest letters is to be'-once more among the old scenes,
andoe to-his-grandehildren irwhtits-grandfather - j1
had been to him. So strong was this longingthat. his
medial attendant was consulted on the possibility of
hi>eing able to endure the voyage. But it was not
to be. The soldier who had fought for Canada was
not to flnd a grave within her borders.

i
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During one of his many visits to the Castle, his
ephew,erald-itGid d

photograph taken to send to the grandchildren he
wished so much to see. It was sent with a loving
message and apology for what he considered an "un-
soldierly beard," -but his hand had grown "too infirm
totrust it with a razor." It is from this photograph
that the frontispiece is taken.

He died at Windsor, on December10th, 1863, and
was laid to rest in the catacomlir-òf St. George's,
beside those he had lovedt and honored most among
his fellow-knights.

Thus ended the life of one whose enthusiastie tein-
perament and excitability led him often to run counter
to the world's opinion, or the more coldly calculating
worldly wisdom of his superiors, but whose fearless
integrity and honest singleness of purpose carried
him to the goal he sought; o e whose sole aim in
life was to be an honest man, a simple soldier, to do
his duty tô his country, good to his neighbor, and
walk l1nbly with his God.

FINIS.
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APPENDICES.

APPÉNDIX I.

WHErN thepolicy of the French Directory, 1798, turned their ambi-
tion to still further conquiest and aggression, Holland was the first.
victim of the Republican ambition. They had revolutionized that
ancient commonwealth, expelled the Stadtholder, and compeled its
ruler-s to enter into a costly and ruinous war to support the interests
of France, and though their engagemeênts had'4een performed with
fidelity, they determined to subject them t'o a convulsion of the same
nature as that which had been terminated ii France by the 18th
Fructidor.

The Dutch, having had an opportunity of contrasting the old
régime withoe «ne"i were now ripe for a return to the former.
The French Directory saw this leaning to old institutions with
disquietude. They recalled their minister from the Hague, and
replaced him by a man of known democratie principles, with in-
structions to overthrow the ancient Federal Constitution, overturn
the aristocracy and vest the Government in a directory of democratic
principles entirely devoted to the interests of France.

Obedience tienstruciosoonrobbe<d the inhabitants of
Hoilang1 of all their ancient liberties. Antagonism to the directors
became so pronounced as to rouse the fears of France lest it should
undermine their influence in Holland. To prevent this, General
Daendets was ordtied to take military possession of the government.

While Napoleon's operations and desperate conflicts had been
going on in the south of Europe, England had roused herself from
the state of inaetivity in which she had been held through her own
want of confidence in ber military powers; and an expedition was

m -. -*
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prepared more in proportion to her station in the war as one of the
allied powers than any she had hitherto projected.

Holland was selected both as being the country nearest British
shores in the hand of the enemy,·and as the one where the most
vigorous opposition mighVbe-expected-fromthe-inhabitants.

The treaty between Russia and England of June 22nd; 1798,
stipulated that the latter-should provide 25,000 men for the descent
on Hollard. To re-establish the Stadtholder, and terminate the
revolutionary tyranny under which that opulent country groaned;
to form the nucleus of an army which might threaten the northern
provinces of France, and restMre the barrier which had been so
insanely destroyed by the E peror Joseph ; to effect a diversion in
favor of the great armies then fighting on the Rhine, and destroy
the ascendancy of the Republicans in the Maritime Provinces and
naval arsenals of the Dutch, were the objects proposed in this expe-
dition. The preparations were such as to extort the admiration of
French historians. The harbors of England resounded with the
noise and excitement of the embarkation. The first division sailed
on the 13th of August, but,-delayed by contrary winds, only anchored
off the Helder, North Holland, on the 274; disembarked under Sir
Ralph Aberérombie, and were met by General Daendels at the head
of 12,000 men, opposed to 2,500. A well-directed fire from thé ships
carried disorder into the ranks of the Republicans, and drove them
back to the sand-hills, from which they were expelled by.the British
by six in the evening. The Dutch evacuated the Fort at the Helder
during the night, and the British occupied it the following day.

The Russian troops not arriving, the English commander was
obl4ged to remain on the defensive, which gave the ,Republicans
time to boIlect their forces, 25,000 in all, of whieh 7,000 were French,
undir-GeeëaIlrune, whohad assumed-the cemnd-in-ehief He--
determined to attack the British, and on September 10th, all the
columna were in motion.

Vandamme, who commanded the right, was directed to move
along the Langdyke, and make himself master of Ernnsginberg;
Damonceau, with the centre, wasat e,;march by Schorldam upon
Krabbenham, and there force the key of the ition ; while the'left
was charged with the difficult task of chas the British from the
Sand-dyke; and penetrating by Kampto Petten. Restricted to the
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dykes and causeways intersecting in different directions a low,
swampy ground, the engagement consisted of.detached conflicts at
isolated points, rather than any general movement; and, like the
struggle b~etween Napoleon and the Austrians in the marshes of
Arceor4was to be determined chiefly.by the intrepidity of the heads of
columns., Repulsed at all poiíits, the French resumed their position
at Alkmaar. On September the 12th and 13th, the Russians, 17,000
strong, and 700 British arrived, and the-Duke of Yor'k assumed the
command. On the 19th, the Russian advance was defeated, and
though the Duke of York advanced to their support, the Allies were.
obliged to retire to their fortified line and evacuate Schori. In this
battle the Republicans lost 3,000 in killed, wounded and prisoners;
the British, '500 killed and wounded, and as many prisoners; the

'<Rtissians, 3,500, besides twenty-six pieces of cannon and seven stan-
dard§.

The Duke of York, being reinforced by a fresh brigade -of Rus-
sians and some English detachments, again assumed the offensive,
but the heavy rains prevented an attack until October 2nd. Alkmaar
was abandoned by the-Repùblicans.

Despite this success, the prospect was ýnot encouraging to the
British commander. The enemy's force was daily increasing, while
no reinforcements were coning t' him. The heavy rains which
set in with unusual violence made the roads impassable for artilleiry.
The expected mov.ements of the Batavian -troops in favor-of the
House of Orange had. not taken place,.the climate was affecting the
health of the British troops, and it was evident that, unless some
important place could be captured, it would beimpossible to remain
in North Holland.

Haarlem was decided upon as the. most likely to furnish thé
neeessary-suppliese To-his end an aptack was nae on theë FirencIl
on the narrow isthmus between Beverick and the Zuyder Zee. The
battle was well contested, the loss being nearly equal on both sides,
and though the honors remained with the Allies, they were obliged
to retreat and. fall back upon the intrenchments at Zype. On thé
7th, they retired to the position they had occupied before Bergen,
and the Republicans, on the 8th, resumed their position in front.of
Alkmaar.

An armistice was signed on October 17th, the principal .terms
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being that the Allies should evacuate Holland by the end of Novem-

ber ; that 8,000 prisoners, whether French or Dutch, should be

restored, and that the works.of the Helder should be- given up

entire, witb all their artillery.
Before December 1st, all three conditions were fulfilled, the-

British troops had regaiued the shores of England, and the Russians

were quartered in'Jersey and Guernsey. (Condensed from. "Ali-

son's Europe.")

APPENDIX 11.

ExTRAcT from the Returns of the 49th, during the six months from

the 13th November to 31st May, 1811:

Private Patrick Lallagan. Deficient of frii, part of his regimental

26th Jan., 1811. necessaries.
Sentenced 100; inflicted -

13th Feby. Deficient of a razor, part of his regi-
mental necessaries, and for produc-
ing at an inspection of his necessaries
a razor belonging to Privite James
Rooney, thereby attempting to de-

ceive the inspecting officer.
Sentenced 200 ; inflicted 100.
Also to be put under 'stoppages of Il

per week until the razor is replaced.

Edward Marraly. Forbeing-deficiaeof-shirt, part--

15th Nov., 1810. .regimental necessaries.
Sentenced 200; inflicted 75. .

John Turner. For having in his possession some pease

4th April. for which he cannot honestly account,

and for making an improper use of

the barrack bedding.
Sentenced 400 ; inflicted 250.
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Corporal Francis Doran. An accusation made by some married
28th March. men of his having- defrauded their

wives of part of .th'' e issued for·
them,between the 25th of- Feb. and
24th March, is sentence to 100
lashes, which, however, appear not
to have been inflicted, but a weekly
stoppage of 1/6 until the quantity of,
bread, valued at 2/7 currency, was
recovered, was deemed sufficient.

There are numerous entries of "Drunk
before dinner although confined to
barracks."

Sentenced 150; 100 inflicted..
"''Drunk before morning parade al-

though confined to barracks." Sen-
ed200; 150inflicted.

'Quitt the barracks without leave
after tatt ." Sentenced 300; 295
iflicted.

fIs it anything· to be wondered at that the men eserted?],

APPENDIX IIL

THE lot of land referred to on page 59 was situated in the Town
ship of Tecuinseh, in the Home District, and Province of Upper
Canada.

APPENDIX IV.

IN September, 1812, the Americans learned that a number of bateaux
were coming up the river, laden with 'supplies, the party being
under the command of Adjutant FitzGibbon. A gunboat-and also a
Durham boat were fitted out at Ogdensburg, and despatched to
intercept and capture the British expe4ition and stores.

20'
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Leaving Ogdensburg, late at night, the ehemy landed on Tous-
saint Island, near where the bat aux lay. The only family on the
island was seized, yith the exception of a man, who, being a staunch
defender of the British flag, made his escape, and by swimmig
reached the Canadian shore. The alarm given, the militia rallied,
and when the Yankees made the attack they met with such a hot
reception that they abandoned the· Durham boat, which drifted
down the river and fell into* the hands of the Canadians. About
sunrise the gunboat came to anchor, and was immediately fired
upon. At the second discharge five of the eighteen on board were
wounded, but before a third volley could be delivered, the remain-
der brought a cannon toý bear'on the Canadian boats, which were
compelled to move out of range, being provided only with small
arms. The Americans then'beat a hasty retreat for Ogdensburg.
(" History of Leeds and Grenville," p. 34.)

APPENDIX V.

MONTREAL Gaozette, Tuesday, July 6th, 1813: "Intelligence of the
last week from the seat of war in Canada is not of a sanguinary
nature; but, howéver, it is not the- less interesting, and we have
much pleasure in communicating to the public the particulars of a
campaign, not of a general with his thousands or his hundreds, but
of a lieutenant with his tens only. The manner in which a bloodless
victory was obtaiùed 'by a force* so comparatively and almost in-
credibly small, with that -of the enemy, the cool determination and
the happy presence of mind evinced by this highly ineritorious
officer, in conductingthe operations incident to the critical situation
in which he was placed, itTiliti 7e bani heroes, andthe-
brilliant result which crowned these exertions, will, while they
make known to the world the name of Captain FitzGibbon, reflect
new lustre, if possible, on the. well-earned reputation of the gallant
49th Regiment, and class this event with the most extraordinary
occurrences of the present accursed war.

" We shaU at present make no further comnient, but refer our
readers to the following deta,ils of Mr. FitzGibbon's operations, as
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communicated to us by a friend who had the particulars from the
best authority:

'Immediately after the gallant affair of our advance on the 6th
ultimo, Lieut. FitzGibbon made application to General Vincent to
be employed separately with a small party of the 49th Regiument,
and in such a manner as he might think most expedient. The offer
was accepted, and this little band has since been constantly ranging
between the two armies. Many events would naturally occur on
such a service which would be interesting,.but are necessarily pre-
scribed in our limits of details, and we will confine ourselves to two
very extraordinary occurrences. About the 20th ultimo, Lieut.
FitzGibbon went in pursuit of forty-six vagabonds, volunteer
cavalry, brought over by a Dr. Chapin from Buffalo, and who had
been for some tine plundering the inhabitants round Fort Erie and
Chippewa; he came near to them at Lundy's Lane. about a mile
beow the Falls, but discovered that they had been joined by 150
infantry. As his force. was but forty-four muskets, he did not
think it advisable to attack, and therefore his party was kept con-
cealed. He, however, rode into the village at the ending of the
Lane, dressed in grey, to reconnoitre, but could not perceive the
enemy. Mrs. Kirby, who knew him, ran out, and begged him to
ride off, for that some'of the erîemy's trôops were in a).rouse at a
short distance.' He saw a horse at a door, and supposing that there
were none but his rider in the*house, he dismounted and approaiched
it, when an infantry soldier advanced and presented his piece at
him. He made a spring at hin, seized his musket, and desired him
to surrender, but the American resisted and held fast. At this
instant a rifleman jumped from the door with his rifle presented at
FitzGibbon's shoulder, who was so near to, him that he seized the
rifle below the muzzle and pulled it under his arm, keeping its
muzzle lefore~him an4 that7 oft other musk eilhnd lixn In

this situation, Lieut. FitzGibbon -called upon two men who were
looking on, to assist him in disarming the two Americans, but they

. would not interfere. Poor Mrs. Kirby, apparently distracted,-used
all her influence, but in vain. The rifleman,- finding he could not
disengage his piece, drew FitzGibbon's own sword out of its
scabbard witih his left hand, with the intention of striking at him,
when another woman, a Mrp, Dèfield, seized the uplifted arm, and



~1

316 APPENDICES.

wrestead the sword from his grasp. At this moment an elderly man
named Johnston came up and forced the American from his hold of
the rifle, and Lieut. FitzGibbon immediately laid the other soldier
prostrate. A young boy of thirteen years, a son of Dr. Fleming,
was very useful in the struggle, which lasted some minutes. Lieut.
FitzGibbon, thus relieved, lost not a moment in carrying off his
twoprisoners and the horse, as the enemy's forcewçag within two
hundred yards of him, searching a house round a turn in the road.

"'At seven o'clock on the morning of the 24th uit., Lieut. F.
received a report that the enemy was advancing from St. David's,
with about a thousand men and four pieces of cannon, to attack
the stone house in which he was quarteredat Beaver Dam. About
an hour afterwards he heard the report of cannon and musketry.

He rode off to reconnoitre, and found thé enemy engaged with a,

party of Indians, who hung upon his flanks and rear, and galled him
severely.

"' Lieut. F. despatched an officer for his men, and by the time of

their arrival the enemy had taken up a position on·an eminence at

some·distance from the woods in front. He estimated the enémy's

strength at 600 men and two field-pieces-a 12 and a 6-pounder.

To make the appearance of cutting off his retreat, Lieut. F. passed-

at the charge-step across the front to gain the other flank under a

quick fire from his guns, which however did not the slightest injury;

He took post behind some woods, and saw the Indians were making

very little of the enemy, and it would have been madness in him,
with forty-four muskets,.to dash at them across open fields, where

every man he-had could be so easily perceived.
"'Many of .the Indians were at this time taking themselves off,

and he began to think of his own retreat. He had a hope, however,
that Colonel De Haren would soon join him ; but fearing the enemy

would drive him off, or mkegoodhis retreat,he-deternned-te-

play the old soldier, and summon the.enemy to surrende'. fHe tied

up his handkerchief and advanced, with his bugles sounding "Cease

firing." A flag was sent to him by a Captain McDonald of the

Artillery. Liéut. F.- stated that he was sent by Colonel De Haren

to demand their surrender, and to offer them protection from the

.Indians, adding that a number had just joined from the North-West

who could not be controlled, and he wished to prevent othe effusion
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of blood. The captain went back to his commanding officer, Lieut.-
Col. Boerstler, and soon after returned saying that Colonel B. did
not consider himself defeated, and could not surrender. Lieut. F.
proposed that Colonel Berstler should send. an officer to sée Colonel
De Ilaren's force, when he would be better able to judge of the neces-
sity. He soonreturned with a proposai that Colonel B. should him-
self be showii-the British, and if he found the force such as to justify
his surrender, he would do so. To this, Lieut. F. said he would
return to-Colonel De Haren with Colonel B.'s proposal.

The real intention of showing the enemy our small force never
existed, but appearances must be kept up. U-pon his. return Lieut.
F.foulpaïhat a Captain Hall with twelve Dragoons had just arrived.
He.told him what had passed, and asked him to assume the.rank of
Colonel for the occasion. Lieut. F. then returned and stated that
Colonel Hall, being now the senior officer on the spot, did not think
it regufar to let the enemy see his force, but that it was perfectly
ample to compel the surrender. From motives of humanity, five
minites would be allowed for acquiescence, and if refused hostilities
would recommence at the expiration of this period. Colonel B. agreed
to surrender on condition.that the officers should retaintheir hor§es,
arms and baggage,/and that the militia and volunteers (among whom

were Dr.. Chapin and his marauders) should be permitted to return
to the States on parole.

"'When the extent of our force is considered, it is no wonder that
these conditions were immediately acceded to. Lieut. F. at this
moment mdst opportunely met with Colonel Clarke, of Chippewa, who
came galloping up, and who proceeded to assist. him in-disarming
the enemy, as Colonel Hall could not appear, and his only officer (an
ensign) must remain with. his men.

Y "Colonel De Haren immediately afterwards appeared with the.
o- flan-oompaniessf-the104th-Regimentrand4he-whole-affair wassoon-

d settled, thus putting into dur possession twenty-six officers, one
e 12-pounder and one 6-pounder, two caissons and two wagons, and
e above' five hundred prisoners, including about twenty Dragoons.

n Had not. Colonel De Haren arrived at that moment, this large num-
ber of the enemy would have yielded to forty-three soldiers of the

st 49th, for all the arrangements were made previous to the arrival of

m that..officer. The Indians behaved well ; they killed and wounded

mu Ia
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during their skirmishing about fifty of the enemy. We are informed.
that at the moment of the surrender mahy of the Indians had gone
off-the number engaged did not exceed -eighty. Thus terminated
a bloodless victory on dur part. If prômotion and reward await
the officer selected to be the bearer of despatches announcing an.
enemy's defeat, we cannot doubt but that the hero of this- aéhieve-
ment will receive that favor from his sovereign to which his ser-
vices have established so just a claim, and who, we believe, has no
other patronage but his own distinguished merit.'

In another eblumn in the same issue of the Gaczette is the following:
"On Saturday.last arrived in this city four officers and one hun-

dred and nineteen non-commissioned officers and privates, forming
part of the American prisoners captured on the 24th ult. by the
gallant Lieut. FitzGibbon and his small party of the 49th Regiment,
in the advance of our army under General Vincent. They embarked
yesterday evening on board the steamboat for Quebec, under the
guard of Capt. Renvoisez, of the 3rd Battalion of the incorporated
militia. The remainder arrivedTt is morning in bateaux."

FRom.the Report of the Court-martial held to enquire into the cause
of Bœietier's surrender, held at Baltimore, 17th February, 1815 :

"Thre detachment was ordered te lay at Queenston on the night
of the 23rd, and. to march early the next morning.- It did so, lay-
ing upon its arms and in silence without lights,-and having takeu
precautions to avoid surprise and preventing the country people
from carrying intelligence to tbfe enemy.

"Before eight and: nine- o'clock, morning of 24th, at a place
éalled 'Beaver Dams,' ' mile end a half in advance of DeCou's. De

-ou's-smtne4ose-4evenfeer-and-ahalf miles from Fort George via
Queenston, and sixteen ia St. Catharines.

"That the surrender was justifiedgyb existing circumstances, and
that the misfortune of the day is. nât to be ascibed to Lieut.-Col.
Boerstler.or the detachment under his èomimand."

From Major-General Lewis' deposition:
"He had been frequently pressed to send a detachment to the

vicinity of the Bewver Dams during the latter days of his co'mmand

ip
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at Fort George, which he elways resisted, because the position and
means of the enemy enabled him to reinforce with far greater
facility than the American army.could."

APPENDIX VL

HINTS TO A SON ON RECEIVING HIS FIRST COM-
MISS1ýON IN A REGIMENT SERVING IN THE
CANADAS.

BY AN OLD WOODSMAN.

THE troops should be drilled in the woods, most frequently by com-
panies, and océasionally in greater numbers. Without much prac-
tice they cannot have much confidence in themselves or in one
another7and imust, through ignorance, greatly expose themselves to
the eéiëmy's fire.

In 1814, the 6th and 82nd* Regiments joined Sir George. Drum-
nônd's division of the army before Fort Erie, and in the first affair
with th'e enemy in the woods they lost many more men than any
other corps- present, because they knev4 not how to cover them!
selves. For several days afterwards the men of these regiments
were mixed with the files ofthe Glengarry Light Infantry, a pro-
vincial corps, until they acquired some skill and experience in the
voods.

I will state here thus early that I consider the rifle in, the woods,.
as well as in the open ground, a contemptible weapon. I do not

e hesitate to say, " Let MI my enemies be armed with rifles." With
the musket and bayonet, British troops have only to advance
intantly a;fter thirert fire,-andtheymey-hunt the-enemythrough-

d - the woods without pause or rest.
The rifle I consider of peculiar value only when used in places

inaccessible; but in the woods, ,where* the men must run, either
after their enemy or from him, the blood must circulateýr'èely, the

1e men must beconme excited, and then there -is an end to:Žperfec~
d steadiness in taking aim, and the least inaccuraoy reduces the rifle

e ~ mnms eoéectan hnteeïan ed-opre

j,
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inthis respect to the level of the musket, while it is in all other

respects far inferior to it. .-
The soldier sliould fire to the right of the tree ; thus a very small

section of his head and right arm-and shoulder is exposed. I have

known an officer to tap his servantý on the shoulder, and exclaim,

"Fire from the other side of the tree, you blokhead," but the

wordswere hardly spoken before the servant wýas shot dead.

The so dier, when advancing, should not go straight forward, but

at an angle to some tree to the right or left of the one he quits;

because it is inuch easier for his enemy to hit him coming directly
towards him than if he runs .at a considerable angle. So also in

retreating, he should run -to thè right or left, having in each case

previously fixed his eye upon the tree to which he intends to run;

and if he can fire to advantage before he quits the tree that covers

him, so much the better, as*the.smoke may conceal his retreat, and

his enemny will not know where next to find him until he fires again.

An -enemy is most readily dis-overed in the woods by lookinig for

him as low down as possible beneath the branches of the trees, The

reverse of this would, however, be the fact where much underwood

grew, or in a copse. The moving of a branch or young tree will

often show the place of an enemy.

-.The greatest attention and care are required from every man to

preserve his distance from his neighbor, and to keep in the general

liùe -as mich as cireumstances will permit. 4 It is impossible to do

so exactly, but much practice will give both experience and confi-

dence, and with the active,,aid of experienced officers and sergeants

the forest may be'scoured in·fine style by welf-practlisedmen with

masket and bayonet, acting against riflemen, or ag~ainst any descrip-

tion of American troops, irnexperienced as they all, officérs as wel

asm ubyears-afterthe commencement.oLa-war.

'A company shòuld be practised to close to tl centre or any

other point, and to dash through the enemy's life, a d then wheel

by stbdivisions to the right or left, and rush along upón the flanks

and rear of his position. Rout and confusion of the enemy may

be confidently expected as the result of such an onset, which should

be execute4 wit# the greatest possible rapidity.
After much practice, rapidity of evolution cannot be too strongly

recommended It gives to the attacking party the highest degree

recomended, % I

-ie
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of animation and confidence, while it creates surprise and panie
among inexperienced defenders.

The Indians, when retreating and coming to a ravine, do not at
once cross the ravine and defend 'frorm the brow of the side or hill
looking over the ravine to the pursuing enemy; they suddenly
throw themselves down immediately behind the' bank they first
come to, and thence fire on their pursuers, who -must then be
entirely exposed, while the Indian exposes his head only, and when
pressed and compeled to abandon his position, he fires and retires,
covered by the smoke and the bank, so that his pursuers cannot tell
the course of his retreat, whether to the right or the left, or directly
to the rear, which last the Ind.ian may now do with comparative
safety, being.for a short time hid by the -bank from the-view of his
pursuer, until he, the pursuer, arrives at the brow of the bank, by
which time the -Indian has, most probably, taken post in a nevr
position, where he can only be discovered by his nekt fire.

If an Indian- be pursued from post to post, and obliged at length
to fly for his life, and if his pursuers still press upon him unitil he
becomes exhausted, he then looks for some thick cover wherein to
hide himself, and there takes shelter. Shéid the pursuers come
near to his place of concealment and be likely to discover him, then,
as a last resource, he closes his eyes, not because he will not look at
the upraised tomahawk, but because it is possible that the glisten
ing of his eye may betray him, when, but for it, he may rèmain
undiscovered.

I recommend that an intelligent Indian be attached to each regi-
ment foir a sufficient time to teach all his lessons-of which these
no.v stated are a few-to the officers and sergeants.

.Before the termination of the late American war, which ended in
15,Thadashemesinenntemplation-of efon s-an--

outline:
I intended to have asked for leave t6 raise a corps of three hun-

dred men, the officers and men to be chosen or approved'%yme
only ; to be clothed in grey, not green (grey, being the nearest t
the color of the bark of the forest trees, is least discernible); the
caps te be of the same cloth as the dress; the jackets and caps
te have loops sewn on them of the same colored tape, and so placed
as when filled with small sprigs of foliage or even single leaves,
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that the whole body from the waist upwards would have the-appear-
ance of a bush. Ien so disguised and well trained, and well posted -

in the woods, could not be discovered until they would fire upon an,.
advancing enemy. - This fire must be carefully withheld until an
enemy comes so near that almost every shot will tell. Under the
cover of the smoke, after firing, the rank in front might rapidly
retire any given xumber of paces behind the rank already-posted in
the rear, and vhich rank in rear could not be discovered until the
enemy was again fired upon.

Now, I hold that there is a ertain quantum of fire against which
no troops,will stand, and a second discharge so destructive as I sùp-
pose this fire must be woul certainly drive back an enemy ; but-if
disorder only, or even mere hesitation, were seen among the enemy,
and an instant sound of "advance " weré given, and a prompt dash
made, the flight of an enemy must inevitably follow.

Under such circumstances, I repeat it, I liold the rifle in great
contempt; and I would most sedulously inculcate and impress this
opinion on the minds of my own men. I would make them rejoice
in their own musket and bayonet, and laugh in derision at the far-
praised Anierican rifleman, and all his-bopà'U skilli shooting
squirrels and wildturkeys.

The greatest pains should be taken by officers'and sergeants, to
acquire a thorough knowledge of their every duty down to the very
ininutest particular, and every proper opportunity should be seized
to let the men see that this knowledge was possessed in a high
degree by thein. The men rejoice in following such, knowing and
feeling how much their own success, and even safety, depends upon
a proper exercise of skill, discretion and 'cool courage by their
leaders. The soldier, once convinced of his leader's good qualities,

* ---- pýromptly obeys-him,because he feels that his own safety is best
secured by his doing so. I have sometimes spoken in the following
word's to the young officers around me: "That officer is not per-
fectly· qualified to command who could not make a.soldier run his
head into an enemy's great gun, upon being conunanded by him to
do so." Such an order firmly given by a good and a beloved officer
to his well-trained soldiers, would be, I have no doubt, heroically
obeyed. Such officers only can make soldiers achieve brilliant
actions. One of the most efficient means of winning the highest
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degree of the soldier's good-wil, and confidence is by carefully keep-
ing him out of every.unnecessary danger, and often going yourself to
reconnoitre, rather than to -send another to do so. A partisan
officer gains another great advantage by going himself: he sées with
his own eyes, and can therefore best decide what should next be
done, or he can report far more accurately to his -generalor other
officer commanding, than from any statemeftt made by another to
himself.

I applied for and obtained leave to select fifty men from the
regiment to which I belonged, and was employed in advance of the
centre division of the army on the Niagara frontier in 1813. Having
three sergeants, I divided the party into three sect ns. For 'the
purpose of facilitating 'our movements in the vicinity of the enemy
in the woods at night, and perhaps even to enable me to pass through
his line of posts iinobserved, I purchased three cow-bells of different
sizes and tones, and placed one in charge of each sergeant. By the
tinkling of one or more of these bells I proposed to deceive-an
enemy' by leading him to believe that cows only were near him
(cows in the forest usually have bells hung round their necks),
whereàs the bugle, whistle or word of command might. expose us.
Thus, too, by previously concerted sounds the several sections could
be kept toget-her, and enabled to move in ,any direction in connec-
tion with each other at night through the woods. This was not
reduced to practice, but I nevertheless hold it to be practicable,
and may be useful.

At one tlme I ascertained that the enemy's cavalry horses were
picketed on the Niagara common in front of Fort George. I pro-

posed during the night to take twenty of the most active of iiififty
chosen men, and rush through the outer pickets and run directly
to the horses and stab as many as possible;'and, lastly; each man_
to spring upon a horse and gallop out by the road .to Queenston.
The enemy's picket on that road could not suppose that we weie
enemies until we had already passëd through them, and beyond the
range of their fire. Before I could carry this plan into effect I was
suddenly ordered off in another direction, and the opportunity Šr1
lost. - Desperate, perhaps foolish, as this attempt may appear, yet
I had very sanguine hopes of success., The locality was= rfectly
known to us. We had an inexperienced enemy before us, who-could

'i
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not readily be-brought back into good order from panic and confu-
sion, and especially at night; and I had men who could appreciate
the work they had to ,do, and who were taught to rejoice in being
able to accomplish what other men would not think of even attempt-
ing. I was not insensible to the feeling of reluctance which arose
out of the consideration of destroying the horses; and I mention
this to avail myself of the opportunity it affords of recommending
to you, and throughyou to your nien, the cultivation and exercise
of humanity as one of the noblest attributes in the character of a
soldier.

One day, while in the vicinity of Tort George, which the enemy
occupied with 6,000 men, a thunder-storm came on, with torrents
of rain. It fell in sheets, so that neither a gun nor a musket could
be fired a second time. Had our division of-the -army, then ten
miles distant, been near, it could have marches in and swept the
whole of the American position at the point of the bayonet, for
the works were then accessible at almost every point. 'The enemy
woûld not then have dreamt of being attacked during the storm;
they would have been taken by surprise, while our men, rejoicing
in their advantage, would rapidly have carried all before them.
For many weeks the division did not approach the enemy nearer
than three miles, and at such a distance to prompt advantage could
be taked of any error on his part, or of any fortuitous circum-
stance, and these should always be looked·for with most untiring

k ~ -tchfulness.
Therefore, if possible, always keep within striking distance of

your enemy, especially 1f he be inexperienced. he press too
severely upon you, retire; if he hait, do you halt o; if he retire,
follow him ; if--he blunder, smte him. He .cannot surround you if
you-takedegeeaution

Knowing thlat· the enemy had extensive barracks and stores at
Black Rock, I marched my party by night to where the village of
Waterloo now stands, near Fort Erie, and concealed them in barns
during daylight. While next day examining the enemy's number
and condition with my glass, and carefully concealed, for they did
not yet expect us back to the frontier, the officer comianding our.
advance, with his-Staff-Adjutant and a Colonel of Militia, quite
unexpectedby me, walked up in full view of the Americans, and,
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much to my regret, as the success of my intended project must, I
thought, mainly d'epend upon keeping them entirely in ignorance
of our having come back to the frontier. - This commander then told
me that he had proposed to the general officer commanding, General
De Rottenburg, to attack Black Rock, and asked for three hundred
men, but the General would give only two hundred, and he asked me
if I thought the place could 'be taken, and the barracks and stores
destroyed by sô small a force. I had already, the evening before,
ordered four bateaux to be brought down from. their ,place of con-
cealment up the Chippewa creek, and I expected to have them, the
followingnight, and in them I had determined to attack Black Rock
with my party, at that time only forty-four rank and file, and I
answered his questionby telling him so. He laughed, and said, "Oh,
thenl I need ask you no more questions; but go and bring the two
hundred men." He ordered me not to attack du-ring his absence, but
to wait for him, and -he came up the-following day. He consented
that my party sho'uld lead the advance, and cover theretreat on coming
away, should we be attacked. At two the following morning we
moved off. My men, being select and good boatmen, soon gained
the opposite shore, but, owing to the strength of the currènt and
the boats being filled with Men, further down than we intended. I
then saw that the other boats would be carried still further down,
and must be .at least half an hour later in landing than my men.
Yet my orders were to advance immediately on landing. I did so,
and in twenty minutes we drove the enemy out, one hundred and
fifty militiamen, who fled to Buffalo, and we were in ful possession
of ail before thgenain body came up Everything was then burned
exept eight large boats, which we filled with nilitary stores and

*ovisions and brought away.
After .this affair, the American army being stili i Fort George

and the town of Niagara, I had reason to believe t the American
Fort, Niagara, was garrisoned by a few men only, ad these chiefly
wounded, men and convalescents. I had ascertained, too, that the
American boats were kept on their own side of the river, and it
was said thàt the American general had them kept there lest his
men, on being attacked by us, should fly to them, and make bff to
their ownt side.. In this state of things it occurred té me that it
was posib1e to surprise that fort, and that the capture of it would
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lead te the inevitable surrender of the American army on our side.
With this view, I carefully examined -the state of the water a short
listance below the Falls of Niagara, and felt satisfied that a boat
might cross in safety, which, I believe, was never before imagined
by anyone. I then sketched a plan to the following effect: I
proposed to increase my party te eighty men; to have Lieutenant
Armstrong and twenty men of the artillery attached te me ; to have.
a boat built quickly, and during the night to transport the men
across to the other side with three days' provisions in their haver-
sacki; to hide them in the woods ing the whole of the followin
day ; after dark te march quickly th ough Lewistpa-then only a
few houses-to Fort Niagara, and im ediately assault and carry it ;
then, by firing a given number of gu , or by some other signal, te
have boats start from the Four Mile Cree on Lake Ontario, on our
side, with 200 or 300 men already embar d, and pulled speedily
across the mouth'of the Niagara River, landed te reinforce my
party in the Fort; at daylight te attack the Americans in- front
from the woods, and, our men from Fort Niagara te cannonade them
in rear with their own guns, and thus their destruction or surrender
must, as I thpn thought; and have since been convinced, be inevi-
table.

Having. tompleted this sketch, I showed it te one of the most
experienced captains in the regiment, who, on readiùg it, among
other things, said: "I warn your now, that if you propose' this
scheme.to the general, it will be the ruin of you. It will at once be
said that your success already this summer has turned your brain,
and you-will be no more trusted." Wanting sufficient confidence in
myself, and hating had little experience, I declined moving further
in it, and I have since had tke mortification of seeing that the then
dreaded part of the river has since become a common ferry; for
upon the supposed impossibility o crssînit byoa
my friend's chief objection. In truth, the whole scheme was not
only practieble, but of comparatively easy achievement.

An American boarding-pike came into my possession on the
Niagara frontier, in 1813. I often carried it with me in the woods
and practised with it iin every possible way-in'thrusting at trees

.with it without letting it out of my grasp, in darting it from me at
trees at every distance within the range of my strength, in leaping
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over trenches and brooks supported by it, and also over fallen trees
and other obstacles. After niuch practice -wi , it, I thought most
favorably of it in many points of view. One dark and rainy night
an alarm was given, and the troops were marched to their respective
alarm posts. It occurred to me to carry this pike with me to help
in the darkness; and I did so. Almost every man in my company
fell down a t least once, some of, them- many times, while we were
marching.; with the aid of the pike I went along with confidence
and safetE. After. much reflection, I considered it a weapon of
great value for particular purposes. For example, a small bedy of
men, say fifty, well selected, well trained, well led, with patrols or
counter-signs, or other signals caréfully chosen, and particularly
adapted to. the occasion, might r-ush through an enemy's outposts
and.into his camp-I do not mean an entrenched or fortified.camp,
but one taken p for the night only-and. traverse it in every diree-

. tion, killing an routing all before them. The enemy would soon be
in utter confu on, especially if composed of inexperienèed troops.
Their fire woul be quite at random, and probably be more destrue-
tive to 'one an ther, while it lasted, than to the attackers. It
should be most st ongly impressed upon thé minds of vour men that
fire at night does amazingly little execution. The experience of the
night affair at Stony Creek, in June, 1813, planned by, and executed
under, the direction of Sir John Harvey, 'would have been of great
value to me had the war continued aid opportunities been afforded
me of making night attacks. I think fighting at night 'iaà nevér
been practised to one-tenth of the extent to which it is pffsible to
carry it. Charging with the bayonet or pike by day, and with the
pike.only by night* may be carried, as I firmly believe, to an extent
whieh has not yet been imagined, or very rarely imagined. Here
is; 'I think, a splendid field to practise in. Become-an adjutant if

-yen M;itr ur n youewn-way -deise-new pedtz
ents whereby you may teach mûen easily and rapidly ; know them
well, and let them know you well, and if you arrive at the command
of a regiment so trained by yourself, and ani opportunity offer for
trying your men, you may add a new chapter« to the art of war.
Remember my opinion, often expressed in your hearing,.that no twô
corps have ever yet crossed bayonets in battle: Rush upon your
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enemy and he will surely fly. Let your men never be permitted to
doubt this great truth, for such I am confident -

Should you obtain the command of a company, I recommend you to
set apart'a place in the company's arm-chest foi two or more pikes,
broad swords, small swords (foils, Imean), sticks and baskets, boxing-

gloves, cricket-bats, quüits. Obtain leave from your commanding
officer to keep your coinpauy off duty one day in a week, or even
one in a month. March them in fatigue dress to a neighboring field
or play-ground. Let them run races, jump, leap, wrestle, use the
pike, sword, stick, cricket-bat, quoits, as each may desire or you
direct. Swimming should also be practised. Manage by some
means to have a stock purse from which to give prizes to the victors
in each exercise or play. All this I consider compatible with main-
taining the most perfect authority over your men, and, if well
conducted and managed, will increase -their respectful regard for
yoi. Be kind and condescending, but never, no, not once, be
flippant or familiar with them. Suppose a regiment so practiåed:
how quickly could you select the best qualified men for any special
service. Inagine the confidence these men would have in them-
selves and'in each other. Surely, in service such men could often
be turned to good account.

Much of what I haie stated in these sketches may be thought too
fanciful, and perhaps frivolous, or even ridiculous ; but from thé
portion of experience which has fallen to my share, I have formed
the opinion that an officer, non-commissioned officer, or even soldier,
is v'aluable in proportion to the amount of and number of his expe-
dients, his resources and his foresight, and, above all, in his know-
ledge of the comparative qualities of those whom he commands (if
he is a-commader) and those to whom he is opposed. I have been
in the habit ôf imagining that there is in the possession of two
opposingarmies a certanqntum-ofcourage-and-confidence,-
usually unequally divided and. always liable to fluctuation. It is
for a commander to so.play his game that he shall from day to day
and from one affair tò another win from his adversary's scales more
or less of these qualities, and transfer the gain to his own scales; and
no expedient, however trifling, which may raise him in his own
men's estimation, or may lead them to suppose themselves superior
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in skill and tact to their enemies,oought to be considered beneath
his notice.

While suggesting so many things to be taught, I would caution
you not to tease or fret your men by too much drilling or teaching.
Much of what is here mentioned might bé taught with little·trouble
to the soldier by choosing the fittest moment for giving the lesson;
and then, too, it will make the deepest impression.

One item more of my practice I must not withhold from you,
namely, that I always carried a prayer-book in my pocket, and-on
Sdndays read to the men the service, or part of it, and the psalms
of the day ; and on the day following an affair with the enemy I
read part of the service and such thanksgiving and psalms particu-
larly selected for the occasion as I thought most appropriate. And
I can as'sure you the men were the more orderly, the mor'e brave,
and in every respect the better for this practice; and it added more
to my authority and influence oyer them than any other conduct or
treatmentof mine had e r done.

Be assured that the sol 'er, before his enemy especially, is by no
means insensible to hisduty to his God, and to his great need of
repentance and pardon.,through a mereiful Redeemer. The devout
and earnest offering up of prayer in his presence affects him deeply,
aiid makes him grateful to his officer for thus leading him, as it
were, into the presence of bis Saviour to sue for salvation, when he
knows not what a day or even-an hour may bring forth.

APPENDIX VI

ExTRtAcT from despatch to Lord Glenelg, Colonial Secretary, taken
from-Sir-EFrancise nd Head's "'Narrative"e-:~

"Despatch No. 132.
TORONTO, 19th December, 1837.

"My LORD,-I have the honour to inform your Lordship that on
Monday, 4th inst., this city was, in a moment of profound -peace,
suddenly invaded by a.band of ·armed rebels, amounting, according
to report, to 3,000 men (but in actual 'facl to about 500), and com-

21
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manded by Mr. M'Kenzie, the editor of a republican newspaper;
Mr. Van Egmont, an officer who had sérved under Napoleon ; Mr.
Gibson, a land surveyor ; Mr. Lount,. a blacksmith; Mr. Loyd, and
some other notorious characJers.

"Having, as I informed your Lordship in my despatch, No. -119,
dated 3rd ultimo, purposely effected thé withdrawal of her Majesty's
troops from this province, and having delivered over to the civil
authorities the whole of the arms and accoutrenents I possesse<rI
of course found myself without any defence whatever, excepting
that which the loyalty and fidelity of the Province might think
proper to afford me. The crisis, impòrtant as .it'was, was one I
had long earnestly anticipated, and accordingly 1 no sooner received
the intelligence that the rebels were within four miles of th .city
than, abandoning the Government House, I at once proceeded to
the City Hall, in which about 4,000 stand of arms and. accoutre-
ments had been deposited.

"&One of the first individuals I met there, with a musket on his
shoulder, was the Chief Justice of the Province, and in a few
minutes I found -myself surrounded by a band of brave, men, who
were of course unorganized, and, generally speaking, unarmed.

" As the foregoing statement is an unqualified admission on my
part that I was completely surprised by the rebels,- I think it
proper to remind, rather than to explain to your Lordship, the
course of policy I have been pursuing.

"In my despatch, No. 124, dated 1Sth ultimo, I respectfully
stated to your Lordship, as my -opinion, that a civil war must
henceforward everywhere be a moral one, and that in this hemi-
sphere in particular, victory must eventually declare itself in favour
of moral and. not of physical preponderance.

'Entertalning these sentiments, I observed with satisfaction that
Mr. M'Kenzie waspursugin-adawless our conduct which I
felt it would be impolític for me to arrest.

"For a long time he had endeavoured to force me to buoy hin up
by a Goverument prosedution, but he sunk in proportion as I
neglected him, lintil, becoming desperate, he was eventually driven
to reckless behaviour, which I felt confident would very soon create
its own punishment.

" The traitorous arrangements he made vere of that- minute
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nature that it would have been difficult, even if I had desiréèd it, to
have suppressed them. For instance, he began by establishing
Union lists (in number not exceeding forty) of persons desirous of
political reform, and who, by an appointed secretary, were recom-
mended to communicate regularly with himsetf, for the purpose of
establishing a meeting of delegates.

"As soon as, by most wicked representations, he had succeeded.
in seducing a number of well-meaning people to join these squads,
his next step was to prevail upon a few of them to attend their
meetings armed, for the alleged purpose of firing at a mark.

"While these meetings were in continuance, Mr. M'Kenzie, by
means of his paper, became more- and more seditious, and in pro-
portion as these meetings- excited more and more alarm, I was
strongly and repeatedly called.upon by the peaceable portion of the
community forcibly to suppress bôth the one and the other. I
considered it better, hôwever, under all circumstances to await the
outbreak, which I was confident wbuld be impotent, inversely as it
was. previously opposed ; in short, I considered that, if an attack
by the rebels was inevitable, the more I encouraged them to con-
sider me defenéeless the better.

4 " Mr.. M'Kenzie, under these favourable circumstances, having
been freely permitted by me to make, every .preparation in his
power, a concentration of his· eludéd adherents, and an attack
upon the city of Toronto, wGsecretly settled 'to take place on the
night of the 19th instant. However, in consequence of a militia
general order which I issued-, it was deemed advisable that, these
arrangements should be hastened, and accordingly, Mr. M'Kenzie's
deluded victims, travelling through the foresta by cross r6ads,
found themselves assembled, at about four o'clock in the evening
of Monday, the 4th instant, as rebels,- at Montgomery's Tavern,

ich is on-the-Young Streét macadamizedroadabout four miles
from the city.

"As soon as they had attained that position, Mr. M'Kenzie and
a few others, with pistols in their hands, arrested every person on
the "road, in. order to prevent information reaching -the town.
Colonel Moody, a distinguished veteran officer, accotnpanied by
three gentlemen on horseback, on passing Montgomery's Tavern,
was fired at by the rebels, and I deeply regret to say that the
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colonel, wounded in two places, was taken prisoner into the tavern,
wlfere in three hours he died, leavîng a widow and family unpro-
vided for.

" As soon as this gallant, meritorious officer, who had honourably
fought in this province, fell, I am informed that. Mr. M'Kenzie
exultingly observed to his followers, 'Thaf, as blood had now been
spiled, they were in for if, and had nofhin.g left but fto adrance.

"Accordingly, at about ten o'clock at night, they did advance,
and I was. in bed and asleep' when Mr. Alderman Powell awakened
me to state that, in riding out of the city towards Montgomery's
Tavern, he had been arrested by Mr. M'Kenzie and another prin-
cipal leader; that the former had snapped a pistol at his 'breast,
that his (Mr. Powell's) pistol also snapped, but that he· fired a
second, which, causing the death of Mr. M'Kenziégs comipanion, had
enabled him to escape.

"On arriving at the City Hall I appoirgted Mr.·-Justice Jones,
Mr. -Henry Sherwood, Captain Strachan, and Mr. John Robinson,
my aid-de-canys.

"I then oridered the arms to be unpacked, and, manning all the
windows of the building, as well as thQse of opposite houses which
flanked it, we ,awaited the rebels, who, as I have stated, did not-
consider.it advisable to advance. Beside these arrangements, I
despatched a message to the Speaker of the House of Assembly,
Colonel the Honourable Allan'M'Nab, of the Gore Distriét, and to
the Colonels of the Militia regiments in the Midland and Newcastle
districts; an advanced piquet of thirty volunteers, commanded by
ng aid-de-camp, Mr. Justice Jones, was placed within a- short
distance of the rebels.

"By the following inorning (Tuesday) we mustered about 300
nen, and in the course of the day the number increased to about

thenight,-anadvanceed iet commandedK fyMr. Sheriff
Jarvis, was attacked within the prects of the city by the relis,
who were driven back, one of their party being killed and several
wounded.

" On Wednesday morning we were sufficiently strong to have
ventured on an attack, but,.being sensible of the .strength of. our
position, being also aware how much depended upon the contest in
which we were about to be engaged, and feeling the.greatest possible
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reluctance at the idea of entering u on a 4 war, I despatched
two gentlemen to the rebel leaders - them that, before any
conflict should take place, I parently called upon them, as their
Governor, to avoid the effusion of human blood.

"In the meanwhile, however, Mr. M'Kenzie had committed
every description of enormity ; he had robbed the mail with his
own hands, had set fire to Dr. Horne's house-had pluûdered many
inoffensive individuals of their noney-had ýolen several horses,
had madie a number of respectable people prisoners; and having
thus îiieceeded in embarking -his misguided adherents in guilt, he
replied to my admo ition by a message, that he would only consent
that his demands ould be settled by a national convention, and
he ilgolently added that he woul wait till two o'clock for my
answer, which in one word was, "Neyer.

In the course of Wednesday the Speaker of the House of Assem-
bly, Colonel the Honourable Allan M'Nab, arrived.. from the Gore
District at the head of about sixty men, whom he had assembled at
half an hours notice, and, other brave men flocking in to me from
various directions, I was enabled by strong piquets to prevent Mr.
M'Kenzie. from. carrying into effect his diabolocal intention to burn
the city of Toronto, in order to plunder the banks ; and, having
effected this object,. I deter *ned.that on the following day I would
make the attack.

"Accordi ly, on Th sday norning I assembled our forces,
under the o the Adjutant-Gneral of Militia, Colonel
FitzGibbon, clerk of the Assembly.

"The principal body-was headed by the Speaker, Colonel Allan
M'Nab, the right wing being commanded by Colonel Samuel Jarvis,
the left by Colonel William Chisholm, assisted by the Honourable
Mr. Justice M'Lean, late Speaker of the House of Assembly ; the
two guns by Major Carfrae.of the Militia Artillery.

The-rommand-f4he4-iltia4eft-in thecty-remainedamder M
J e Macaulay, and the proteetion'of the city*with Mr. Gurnett,
the Mayor.

hI might also have nost advantagéously availed my.self in the
d of'the military services of Colonel Foster, th'e conmander of

thea ''Upper Canada, of Captain Paddeley of the corps of
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Royal Engineers, and of a detachment of eight artillerymen, who
form the only regular. force in this province, but, having deliber-
ately determined that the important contest in which'I was about
to be engaged should be decided solely by the Upper Canada
Militia, or, -in other words, by the free inhabitants of this noble
province, I was resolved that no consideration whatever, should

induce ne to avail myself of any other assistance than that upon
which, as the representative of our Gracious Sovereign, I had firmly
and implicitly relied.

"Àt twelve o'clock the Militia force marched out .of the town,
with an enthùsiasm it would be impossible to describe, and in about
an hour we came in sight of the rebels, who occupied an elevated
position near Gallows Hill, in front of Montgomery's Tavern, which
had been long the rendezvous of M'Kenzie's men. They were
principally armed with rifles, and for a short time, favoured by
buiildings, they endeavoured to maintain their ground; however,
the .brave ani loyal militia of Upper Canada, steadily advancing

with a determination which was irresistible, drove them from their
position, completely routed NI it. iM'Kenzie, who, in a state of the

greatest agitation ran away, and in a few minutes Montgomery's
Tavern, which was first entered by Mr. Justice Jones, was burnt to
the ground.

' Being on the spot mexely as a Civil Governor, and in no way in
command of the troops, I was happy to ,have an opportunity of
denîonstrâting to the rebels the .mildness -and beneficence of her
Majesty's Qovernment, and well knowing that the laws of the
country would havg .ample opportunity of making examples òf the
guilty, I demed it adviseable to save the prisoners who were
taken, and to extenJ to mot of these nïisguided men the royal

ery yorerin ther immediate release. These measures
having been effected and t)ie rebels having beenepîdôf-their--
flag (on Which was inscribed in large letters,

" BIDWELL, AND THE GLORIOUS MINORITY;

1837, AND A GOOD BEGINNING'),

the Militia advanced in pursuit of the rebels 'about four, iles. till
they reached the house of one of the principal ring ers, Mr.

i
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Gibsor, which residence it would have been impossible to have

saved, and it was consequently burned to the ground."

By my especial order."

In the original despatch as first published and circulated in

Canada, there was'no foot-note attached to this paragraph. In the

second edition, as stated in the account giveh by FitzGibbon, whose

letter to Lord Glenelg had provoked that nobleman to make Sir

-Francis practically acknowledge the falseness of his first statement,

the foot-note is appended.
I have copied the despatch verbatim, spelling, grammar, and

punctuation, exactly as I find it in a copy of · the "Narrative,"

second edition, now in the possession of the Rev. Canon Bull,
Rector of Lundy's Lane (Drummondville).

I need add but one more extract from this specious production,,

relative to the actual outbreak of rebellion and Sir Francis Head's

deviçus policy:
"Mr. M'Kenzie and his party, finding that at every point they

were defeated in a moral attack which they had made upon, the

British constitution, next determined to excité their deluded adhe-,

rents to have recourse to physical strength. Being as ready to meet.

them on that ground as I had been ready to -meet them in a moral

struggle, I gave them every possible advantage. I in no way

availed myself of the.immense resources of the British empire; on

the contrary, I purposely 'dismissed from this province the whole

of our troops. I allowed -Mr. M'Kenzie to write what he choose,

say yhat hé chose,iand do what he chose ; and without taking any

notice of his traitorous proceedings I waited, with folded arms,

until he had collected his rebel forces, ahd had actually commenced

his atetack'T." h4ti arehis

I. ten, as solitary individual, called upon the militia.of Upper

Canada to defend me, and the result has been as I have stated, viz.,

that the people of Upper Canada, came to me.when I called them;

that they completely defeated Mr. M'Kenzie's adherents, and di-ve

him and his rebel ringleaders from the land.

(" When her Majesty's Goverument published this despatch they

omitted the following paragraphs and words printed in italies):
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"These are historical facts which it is inposible to deny; and the,

plain inference ix, that the irihabitants-of Upper Canada, as I have

often pu&blicly declared, dete,5t democracy, aid revere the noble mon-

archical i titutions of the British Empire."

I need quote no more, the concluding paiagraphs of this remark-
able despatch being'but an attack upon theUnder Secretary for the

Colonies, and also in italies. It is difficult, however, to. refrain

from adding an extract from another of the valiant Governor's

despatches, dated Toronto, Jan. 26th, 1838, and numberéd IL., a

bearing upon the above:
"Events·have since proved that the judgement I had formee-f

the dangerous effects of coniliation was not incorrect. Treason,

which had long slumbered in this province having been fanned by

conciliation suddenly burst into a flame. The dètails of the late

rebellion, as containëd in my Despatch dated.December 19th (No

132) have already explained to your Lordship that on the 7th of

December last the brave militia of -Upper-Canada drove the rebels

from their position at Gallows Hill; that their place of rendezvous,

Montgomery's Tavern, immediately fell into their possession, and

71that, on a small party reaching it, they found,'brought out, and

unfurled in triumph before their comrades, the traitors' flag, upon

wlich was inscribed in large letters,

"'BIDWELL AND THE GLORIOUS MINORITY;

1837, AND A GOOD BEGINNJNG.'

My Lord, if tbat fag had, as was expected by its followers, tri-

uxnphantly entered Toronto, I have no hesitation in saying it would

have waved over the corpse of every loyal subject in the city;

indeed, we have received evitdece th-at-genera-Hnassgere--f--the--
Quee's loyal subjects wouldhave been attempted."

Might we not without prejudice endorse the remark attributed to

Judge Ridout by Sir Francis, who devotes several pages of the

volume to abuse of-that gentleman for having "violated all political

decency by publiely4ciaring that .1, the Lieutenant-Governor of

Upper Canada, deservéd-to be tarred and ,feathered," and that he,

Judge Ridout, " wouldlend a hand to do so."

w-*z
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APPENDIX VIII.

Copy of FitzGibbon's tetter to Lord Glenelg, written after the
publication of Sir Francis Bond Head's despatch:

"ToRONTO, UPPER CANADA,
" uut10th, 183.

"My LoRD,-In the. month of April last I received in a Dublin
newspaper an extract of a despatch to your Lordship from Sir
Francis Head, dated the 19th of December last. Some of the state-
ments in that extract were at variance with facts, and were likely
to injure my character with Her Majesty's .Government, instead of
doing me that jlistice which was due to me fromHis Excellency, and
which was and is well known here to be undoubtedly my due. I
therefore addressed a letter to your 'Lordship, dated the 17th of
April,.and having appended to it a statement of the events which
occurred in this city uhder iy own observation, previous to the
13th of December last. I placed both in the hands of Sir George
Arthur, with a letter-to His Exeellency,.dated 5th of May, request-
ing that théy might be transmitted to your Lordship.

The reasons which led me·to proceed thus far were stated in
the letter'to your Lordship ; but on the 11th of May, I was inddced
by ~representations made to me 'to apply to His Excellency not to
transmit the said. documents, but to return them to me, and His
Excellency was pleased. to comply with this request, and they were
returned to ne accordingly.

"Now, however, in reading in a newspàper ' An. explanatory
memorandum, addressed by Sir Francis Head to Lord Glenelg,
dated-21st of May last,' I feel I cannot, in justice to myself, remaain
any longerpassive while Sir Franci fHead reiterates staternents,
not only to fier Majesty's colonial miniter, but subsequently in a
document wherein. I am partiCularly na.med, and which has been
transmitted to the Hlouse of Commons.; in which statements I can-
not-concur, and upon which I may hereafter be called upon to give
evidence..

"lu this letter I will confine myself to three of these statements,nuamely )
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"C1st., The statement made relative to the burning of the rêbel.
Gibson's house, made in the despatch of the 19th of- December last,
is not correct ; for Sir Francis hims f ordered me to have it burned,
and when I was about to remonstrat -against-the order, he said:
'Stop; hear me-let Gibson's house be urned forthwith, and let
the militia be kept'here until it be burned;' and then, without a
moment's delay, he galloped away from me. In obedience to this
order, I took a party of men with me to'Gibson's house, three miles
beyond where we then were, and nine from this city, and had it
burned.

"2nd. The paragph in the de~spatch, where it is stated that
'In the course of Tuesday the Speaker of the House of Assembly
arrived and,' etc., is only so far .correct as that 'eleven o'clock at
night' may be said to be 'in the course of Tuesday.' For the
Speaker did not arrive at the City Hall until about eleven o'clock
on Tuesday night.

"Some hours before his arrival, about six p.m., being then dark,
seeing me about to .send a picket up Yonge Street (the great
northern road so called), he positively forbade me to send a man
out. I said I could not endure to see the city left open to the
ruffians who threatened it ; to which he answered: ' We cannot
defend the city, we have not men enough ; let us defend our posts;'
and further added• 'It is my positive order that you do not leave
this building yourself.' I replied 'I pray of your Excellency not
to lay those imperaitive orders upon me, for I ought to be in many
pls, and I ought -tq b aUlowed to exercise a discretionary power
whe you are not near to give me orders;? to which he replied:
'If you go through the-city as you have heýetofore done, you will

be t3ken prisoner ; anlezùignetyihe-m-withanth-his-hands,
he exclaimed, 'If we lose you, what shall we do?' Nevertheless I
soon after left the hall, and took the sheriff, W. B. Jarvis, Esquire,
with a picket, up Yonge Street, 'above a mile distant from the
City Hall, and there postéd and gave specific instructions for the
conduct of his picket, after which I returnedl to the City Hall, and
deeming it most candid to do so,. reported to Ris Excellency what
I had done ; and he rebuked me for it,. not harshly'certairily, but he
expressed lis disapprobation of what I had done. In about an hour
afterwaf this very picket' repulsed· the rebels with some loss, and
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saved the ±own, for they were then coming for the express purpose
of setting it on fire. It was probably more than anlour after they
(the rebels) were so repulsed that .the Speaker arrived, at the City
Hall with a reinforcement of about sixty men'from Hamilton.

"3rd. In the 'Explanatory Memorandum,' in his answerô-tle
second question, Sir Francis Head states, in the second 'paragraph,
'However, notwithstanding the attitude which I publicly deemed it

politie to ,ssume. I privately made all the, arrangements in my
power to be ready to move whenever the proper momeiQ should
arrive.' Upon this statement I beg leave to observe that for some
weeks before the 5th of December I had, occasionally, opp.ortuniiies
of conversing with His ixcellency on the state of the Province, and
he uniformly resisted (with. Q *exception only, see note at end)
every suggestion of mine for fence. So far did he carry his
resistance to my àdvice -that he refused to appoint twenty officers to
fill vaqanciéè&itreone of fhe city regiments which I then commanded,.
and -vhlich was an ordinary duty to be at any time peprformed, and
without whiclf appointments the regiment coù1d nbt' be rendered
efficient for any service. Upon that occasion His Excellency said:
'I will make no alteration durin'g the winter,.having no apprehension
whatever of any movement on the part of Mr. Mackenzie or his
adherents.'

"The details which I could give on this subject are many and
remarkable, even down t so late- as Saturday ening previous to
the outbreak, which too piace on Monday.fet was only on Mon-
day morning that I was ppointed to act as Adjutant-General of
Militia, nor until then did I expect or- know that Ris Excellency
intended to appoint me.' I had during the preceding summer told
him that.I would not.accept the office, and this I felt constrained*to
tell lis Excellency, becausekay-ing then bëen eentrby-h ,
questioned on the state of the Adjutant-General's department, I
gave him a most unfavorable account of it,'whereupon His Excel-
lency asked me why I had npt before made the state of the depart-
ment known to him; to which I replied, 'lHad I done 'so; your
Excellency might have supposed that I desired.to have the Adjutant:
General dismissed and myself appointed in his stead. But now that
1-have made this statement to your Excellency, I never will accept
the office.'
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On Monday morning, the 4th of- December, when~ifrrancis
Head sent for me, I found His Excellency with a Militia General
Order in his hand appointing me Acting Adjutant-General of
Militia ; and on my entering te room, he said, 'You have already
said you did not*desire to be Adjutant-General of Militia, never-
theless I have appointed you, trusting that ou will not withhold
your services from me in the present state of public affairs,' and I
consented

"A ere I will briefly state, by way of re apitulation, that Sir
Francis Head uniformly resisted every adv' e to guard against
approaching dangers ; and that .had his course een pursued by all
others, Toronto would inevitably have been taken by the rebels,
with the arms,·banks and all else in the city. Thousands of other
rebels would soon have joined them, and thousands of base Ameri-
cans would have overrun the Province, at least so much of it.as lies
westward of Toront The consequences would have been most
disastrous, and much of the e-ils which might have thus béei
inflicted on the innoc t and loyal would have been irreparable,
and the cost of recover g the.Province would have been immense,
the injury to the natio incalculable.

"On the other ha , I affizm that were it not for the warnings I
gave, and the prec utions I ok, and the personal efforts made by
me, this city would have been taken by the rebels on Monday night
that the saving of the city n Tuesday night was owing to m
having placed the' sh'eriff's icket on Yonge 'Street, which I di
contrary to the p>ositive or of Sir Francis Head; and yet for
the sending out of which pklîet e takes the merit to.himself 'in
the despatlof the 19th of December last. The accùracy of these
Sfacts and piniontshavnedoubtean-provebefore-any impartial
trib

of~, facts not hereinbefore stated, I beg leave to offer the
following in corroboration: A volunteer corps under my command
offered to do duty over the Government Housé after the.departure
of the troops, and Ris Excellency declined the offer. A number of
the citizens met in the City-Hall in thé evenings and mounted guard
during the night over the arms lodged therin. The week before
the insurrection,, His Excellency ordered me 14 go to the.City Hall
inthe evening of the day on which he spoke to- me and dismiss
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those guards, leaving only two constables to sleep in the. buildings,
and I did so dismiss them. His Excellency on that occasion said to
me, PBut that I do not like undoing what I have already done, I
would ave the arms removed from the City Hall and placed in the
Government House under the care of my domestics, so confident am
I that n (langer need be apprehended.' And on Saturday, when I
said to is Excellency, 'In short, sir, when I came here this morn-
ing I ex ected you would permit me to go into the city and take

every haif ay officer and discharged soldier I could find and place
them this ery day in the fort,'..His Excellency exclaimed, 'What
would tbe pople of England t1ink if they sawus thus arm?' and,
in continuati 1,.he added, 'Be4des, the militia in the city would
feel themselveks insulte if they were thus passed over and the
military called Ipon.' Towhich Lcould not help replying,''Pardon
me, sir, if I say that I thîhk they would rejoice to have the inilitary
as a nucleus to rally round,' Aithis time there were present the
Chief Justice, Mr.. Justice Jones, the Executive·Councillot's, Messrs.
Allan and Sullivan, the Attorney. and Solicitor-General and the

Speaker of the House of Assembly.
"More might bIe here stated in supPQrt and elucidation of the

foregoing, but I purposely make this statement as brief as I can
consistently with showing your Lordship thàt it rs incumbent on me
to express my dissent from much that, has bãen stated by Sir Francis
Head in the document above quoted from, inasmuch as it i' there
made to appear that I had concurred inR is Excellency' pro-

r ceedings.
"&Although' I feel myself deeply, perhaps irreparably, wroàged

e and injured by Sir Francis Head, yet I disavow any désire or.'sh
to bring.reproaci or blame upon him; and I declare that I w4uld
not wriehis Tft oyurordship-d Iithnk da0der

e such extraordinary cikcumstances, without dishonor to myse and
Ld perhaps injury to Her Majesty's Government, withhold the4*-
re ledge I possess of those transactions, and the more especially as Sir
of Francis has introduced my name as if I had concurred.in his.opinions
rd and approved of his proceedings.

i " To the paragraph in this 'Memorandum'. inimy name .
al appears, and to the two precedir paragraphs, I beg leave most
tas respectfully to refer.your Lordsh4.
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"On perusing carefully what I have written, it gives me pain te
see te what an extent this brief recital disagreés with the statement
of Sir Francis Head, yet in no instance can I in justice te myself,
with due .regard te truth, abate or mitigate theétorce of any one of
the statements herein made by me.

"I have the honor te be,. etc., etc., etc.,
- "JAMEs FITZGIBBON.

[The note referred-to on page 339 I have net thought it necessary
te repeat, as it has already been given in substance in Chapter IX.]

APPENDIX IX.

AirrER the meeting of the last session of the last -Parliament of

Upper Canada,:the following address was voted-by the Assembly

to the Governor-General, the Right Honorable Charles Poulett
Thomson:

"MAY iTPLEAsE YOUR ExcEL1ýENoY,-We,. Her Majesty's dutiful

and loyal sibjects, the "Commons of Upper Canada, in Provincial

Parliament assembled, humbly pray that your Excellency will be

pleased te inform this Hoeuse if the royal assent has been given te

the bill passed last session, entitled 'An Act te enable Her

V4ajesty »o make a grant of land.te James FitzGibbon, Esquire'?

"(Signed). ALLAN N. MACNAE,- Speaker.

Commons louse of Assembly,

" Eighth'day of January, 1840."

"'ARLEs PôULErTT THOMsON-in answer te the address fron

the louse of Assembly, of the 8th instant, the Governor-General
desires te inform them that, after~a full considçration of the«subject,

Her Majesty'i Government have come te the conclusion that they
could net advise lier MajIsty te confirm the bill 'passed by the
Provincial Legiafature during tlie last'session, but reserved for Her

Majesty's confirmation, to enable Her Majesty te make a grant of

and to James FitzGibbon, Esquire,
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"Her Majesty's Government, sensible of the long and valuable
services of Mr. FitzGibbon, came to this decision with much reluc-
tance; but they felt that the confirmation of such an act would be
inconsistent with the prinoiples laid down for the disposal of the
waste lands of the Crown in the British -colonies, and confirmed in.
that pr9vince by an Act of the Legislature, and that it would
establish a.very inconvenient precedent.

"If, however, the Legislature of Upper Canada should des4 to
mark their sense of Mr. FitzGibbon's servic by a pecuniary gnt,
the Governor-General would have much sati action in recommend-
ing such a grant for Her Majesty's approval.

APPENDIX X

ExrA.-" The Comniittee have taken- the Memorial of Colonel
FitzGibbon into their anxious consideration. They feel sensibly
the difficulties and embarrassments under which Colonel FitzGibbon
lias labored in consequence of the delays which have arisen in satis-
fying his ackiiowledged claims on the public; and have carefully
examined int,6 the history of. his case, in order to place their view of
it fully before your Excellency

"There canbe no doubt tha had the intention of the Legislature
of Upper Canada been carried into effect at the time it was first
expresse&,· C&1liel FitzGibbon would, while obtaining.no mère than
* whatlhe gratitude of that province felt due to hlni, have also
gained the means of preventing· those embarrassments which have
since so cruèlly pressed upon him. Her Majesty's Government,
.however,- felt objections which the'- provincial authorities were

nablet,eumovedto-he--emuneration-f-Colonel ¥tzG
a grant of land, though they expressed their r diness to concur in
a pecuniary grant for the same purpose )

"This, however, the theii state of .the finances f Upper Canada
e .does not appear to have'permitted, a4d the consequence was a part
r of that delay by which Colonel FitzGibbon appears t6 eso deeply

suffered.

"Thé claims of the Memorialist have not, however, in the opin
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of the Committee, been at all weakened by the postponed satisfac-
tion. of them. Repeatedly recognized, and never (so far as the
Council are aware), doubted or questioned by any one, the very
circumstances that they have hitherto been ineffectually urged,
tends to give them increased weight, and will in the opinion of the
Committee justify .the most favorable recommendation and sup-
port which their duty will permit them to offer and afford.

"It is on this account that the Committee have arrived at this
opinion, that an amount of land scrip,,corresponding in nominal
value with the five thousand acres of là& wh-ich the Legislature of
Upper Canada, in 1838, thought Colonel FitzGibbon entitled to,
would not be an equal compensation to that which it was at'first
proposed to grant, On the contrary, besides the injurious conse-
quences of delay, the course would, in effect, deprive Colonel Fitz-
Gibbon of ieårly one-half in point of value of the remuneration
originally proposed.

" The Committee, therefore, respectfvlly' advise your Excellency
to recommend Colonel FitzGibbon's case ro favorable consideration
at the'next session of the Legislâture, for a grant' of such sum of
money as shall be considered a fair equivalent for the land originally

proposed to be given to him.
"With regard to the application for an advance, the Committee

have felt leep regret that hey have not found it proper for.them .
to advise that it should be complied with. -However strong their
opinion of the justice of Colonel FitzGibbon's claim, or the proba-
bility of its being favorably entitainéd by the Legislature, they are
not prepared to advise youi -Excellency to make an advance.of
publicmoneys in anticipation of the decision of the Parliament on
the subject."

APPENDIX XL.

"ILOWEa WAD, WINDSOR CASTLE,
"March, 1859.

"We, the undersigned Military Knights of the Chapel of St.
George within the Castle of Windsor, beg leave to call your atten-
tion to our case.

* '. -1

I



APPENDICES. 345

"syou may have heard, in the year 1855 our case was brought
before. Parliament, which resulted in directions being given by Lord
Palmerston to the Attorney-General to file an information on our
behalf. Our case is, shortly, this : The Charity was founded by
King Edward III., who declared that the Knights would be 'for-
ever comfortably -maintained' out of the funds of St. George's
Chapel. In the reign of King Edward IV., the Dean and Canons
procured an Act of Parliament, without the knowledge of the
Knights, and upon representations which wiere untrue, whereby the
Chapel was freed from the maintenance of the Knights ; but it was
itated in the Act that the Knights had been otherwise provided for.
This statement was. also untrue, and no provision was made
directly for the Knights until the reign of King Henry VIII.

"King Hfenry VIII., in a letter which he addressed to the Dean
and -Canons, informed them that he would settle lands on - the
college for our maintenance ; and -by his last will he directed lands
to be made over by the Crown to the college of the value of £600
per annuni for our maintenance ; and his successor, King Edward
VIL, accordingly made over lands of that value, and the Dean and
Canons, on their part, covenanted to apply the same as the Crown
should direct.

"These documents form the foundation of the present Charity,.
the rights of which wè are seeking to establish.

"The account of the rents arising from the lands so settled on thé
college was kept quite distinct by the Dean and Canons during the

e *reigns of Edward VI., Queen Mary, and part tf the reign of Eliza-
beth, and the same were wholly applied for the benefit of the
Knights, excepting thereout the necessary repairs of the land, and a
small sum to the- Dean and Canons for preaching sermons in the
chapel. '

"The whole of the documents show that the lands were settled
upon the college for us and for our benefit, and that no such lands
would ever have been settled except to niake a provision and to
provide a retreat for imilitary men. When we first employed our
present solicitors, Messrs. Turnley & Lusvom6>e, they enquired if
any·declaration of the trust subsequent to the deeds of Edward VI.
had been execqted, and we informed them of a book deposited in
the Chapter House at Westmi=ter, said to have been exeduted by'

-J.
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Queen Elizabeth; but ùpon those gentlemen attending at the
Chapter House to inspect this document, wich throughout had
been 'set up asan original, they ascertained that it was not au
original. They discovered that this document was not signed,
sealed, nar authenticated in any way, but merely consigted of
several leaves of parchment folded together and fastened within
covers, and that several of··the most important parts appeared
altered and new leaves interpolated after the book had been origi-
nally made up. Our solicitors instituted most rigid enquiries, in
which they were assisted by an eminent antiquary, in o"rder to
ascertain whether any documnent similar th the one in the Chapter
House at Westminster had ever been executed, but the .esult of
the enquiry clearly proved that such document had never been
executed by 9ueen Elizabeth, or any other sovereign.

" If Queen Elizabeth had executed a Declaration of Trust, the
original ought 4o have been in the possession of the Dean and
Canons, but they, by their answer, entirely repudiated the existence
of any such document, as alsô the authenticity of the document in.
the.Chapter House at Westminster.

"If this document had been genuine and free from interpolations,
our solicitors informed us that they believed, as the law then stood,
we should have no chance of success, but- feeling thoroughly satisfied
that the same was not genuine, and that in the absence of it we
had a perfect case, they begged the solicitors of the Attorney-
General~to cause it to.be struck out of the Information; but, after
a long' correspondence, our -solicitors' requests were disregarded,
and the book was continued in the information as a genuine docu-
ment, against our wish and' in opposition to the rep1yliation of the.
Dean.and Canons themselves.

"Prior to the case going into court, a consultation took place
between the Attorney-General and our counsel, and the result of
sch consultation led us to believe that the Attorney-General wôuld
frame his case. as though the book was not genuine; but, on the
hearing, te our surprise, the book was put- forth as a.genuine docu-
ment, and it was upon the interpolated parts of it, before referred
to, that the learned judge gave.a decision unfavorable to us, Upon.
all the documents in the case, with the exception of this bôok, the
Master of the 1 ls was entire1y in. our favor, as .is judgmei



shows, but he assumed, the Attorney-General having adopted the
book, that it had been duly executed by Queen Elizabeth, and upon
the footing of it decided against us.

"After the decision of the Master of the Rolls, we had notice
that the Crown would not appeal, but upon r.epreséntiqg the facts
above-.referred to, to Mr. -Reynolds,' of the Treas begging
that an appeal might be presented, leaving out e book, the Crown

finally decided to appeal. We were,¶oweve astonished to observe
that on the appeal this very book was- ag set up, and our efforts
to get it struck out have proved· of n avail. We are therefore
anxious that a case should ·be prepared, and-the most eminent
counsel appear on the appeal on our behalf to urge the rights of this
important and, we may say, national institution, on behalf of the
army, as in the event of the appeal being decided against us, the
benevolent object of this institution will be forever lost.

"We-shôuld state that the present income of the Charity is now
upwards of £15,000 per annum, yet we are only paid 1s. per day, the
same, as in the time of Queen Elizabeth, when the income was but
£600 per annum.. You will therefore at once perceive that it is
impossible for us to furnish the necessary funds7 for the preparation
of our case, counsel's fees, and other expenses on the appeal, which
will be very considerable. We-therefore take the liberty of troub-
ling you with the above statemeht and if you will kindly e assist us
in our efforts to assert the rights of this ancient national.institution,
·we shall feel extremely obliged.

"We have the honor to be

.3

m 0.
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ITthas been suggested to me that the question of what became of
the five acres of land mentioned·-in Chapter X.- as still retained .by
FitzGibbon, may be aàked, as I have not referredrin any way to its
being soldI or otherwse disposed of.

FitzGibbon's many friends, both in Canada and in England,
having faith in ýhis integrity emnd éonfidence in the utltiîniate sanc-
tion'of the Government being- obtained to the grant of land or its
equivalent, lent him money, either personally or by endorsing notes
for him,in order to relieve him from the annoyance of small del5ts,
duns 1i*-om the ' actual butcher and baker of daily life. Upon the
failure of the grant, the remnant of his property, with the excep-
tion of a small lot, was sold to help to repay these generous loans.
This lot was claimed by his heirs, land sold to the city corporation.
Part of it extended across the roadway of Brock Street,, south-étast
of Queen Street.

From an autograph letter of FitzGibbon's, now in the possession
.of Dr. Coleman, of Belleville,. Ontario, I learn that some" of the
dragoons who appeared so' opportunely under Captain Hall at Beaver
Dam, were men from a corps raised by Colonel Coleman soon after
the ohibreak of the war. The letter is an instance of FitzG-ibbon

a position whichmih servé as a reward for services rendered to
his country. .

E R RAT A.

Pae 95, line 23, for "Townshipof South," read " Louth."
Page 147, mine 10, for AprIl 23rd, 1823,"readn"1-822."
Pae 2l or M andt20,for en, read
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