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$iou$e of Commons Bebat^s
FOURTH SESSION-SIXTH PARLIAMENT.

SPEECHES OF HON. EDWARD BLAKE, M.P.,

ON

ail 'im m. MI) HEM COMACI L

VV^EDNESDAY, Wth MAECIT, 1890.

8IIL.

Mr. 15LAKK. J tliink tliat, ahcr what lKisl)ueii
tloiii' in utlier instiiiu.'o.s, as the luiu. ,t;(.'iitluiiiaii 1ms
statoil. we .slumlil ailojjl this niolion, hut I cannot
furhoai' to siiy that I view witli some ap))reheu.siou
the jdoiiuttal of tlie hon. genlleiiiun to move tlie

House to extenil the time fof action iiy tlie .Stand-
ing Orders (Vnnniiitee. 1 nuLst say, Sir, tlu I Lur-

ing some years I took a very earnest ])art in endea-
voring to onforee, as far as was j)raetieal)le, consist-
ently with real emergencies, those rules of the House
Mljich require the })resi;ntati()n in ilue time of
private 15111 legislation. I think that we have now
fallen into laxer |»ractic( _. than have prevailed in
f')rmer years. From my oljseivance of the system
in past Sessions, I think it is one which is open to
very great possihilitic's of evil, and when we find
l)rivate Hill legislation dropping into tlii.s }{ouse

1 at an advanced period of the Session, it is

alnKjst certain that soirietliing will sli]) through
tor want of heiiig attended to, which, if propei'ly
att(!nded to, would l)e i)revented. So far from
relaxing these rides, 1 had rather that we should
pass an ordinance which would niake them nioi'e

binding, and that the regulations of the Standing
Oriters Committee sho\dd lie more rigorously ol)-

seived in the fut\ire than in the past. 1 think our
attention should he directed to some plan by w idch
we shc)\dd furtiier enfoici' \ipon those who require
(irivate IJill legislation, the duty- unless in a ca.se

of emergency, ami of eour.se our laws are Hexihle
.ind ade((iiate to meet all real emergencies -of
giving the full notice reiiiiiied, and sending in
their petitions and [iresenting their Rills early
in the Session, f think a very large improve-
nu^nt would he ohtained if we made some iirrange-
iiielit wherehy these petitions should he so dealt
« itli that the Bills, hy perhaps some alternate pro-
cess or otherwise, should take their initiation in

the other hraiieh of the Legislature. We know
that aftei- I'arliameiit met^ts, of necessity hut a very
small portion .if legislativtt iliity i.iu lie ilischarged
hy the Senate in the early ]iart of (ho Session,
until ve supply it with work. 1 think a function of
the highest puhlic C(Plisei|Ui'ncc would he performed
hy tliiit (.'handier, if a much larger part of the

jirivate Hill legislation, than has ever been initiated
there, were, by a cour.se of practice, which the tw o
Houses have it in their power t(^ ailange, Inigun
in that branch of tlie Legislature. We know tiiat
ill Kngljtiid a certain class of private Hill legisla-
tion ia very largely niouhled and managed hy the
Hou.se of Lords. I have some reason to believe,
not from personal experience, but from what I
have heard, that those Bills which are dealt with
by the Senafi are very carefully criticised, and I
do think that it would be of great consequence, if

we could devise .some methods, not for further
relaxation, hut for more rigid obsefvance of the
general rules ; and also for providing that a large

i portion of the private Bill legislation should take
j

its initiatory stages in the other branch of the
I

Legislature, in order that it ni.iy have that more
]

perfect consiclei'atinii which we cannot give it here.

I

j

Mr. BLAKK. 1 do not suppose. Sir, that any
one could imagine your coiKluct to have been

I

otherwise than jirojier anil correct, and the mis-

I

understanding was due to the fact that attention

j

was not called to the arrangement on which the

I

proceeding to be taken was intended to be based.
;
The ."econd reailing of the Bill, even under the cii'-

I

cumstances undei- which the First Ministei' jiroposes
it shall be read, may be used in the ueighhoriug
Republic as an evidence that we have assented to

:

its principle. I think that it would be an unworthy
I act for us to pass it through a second reading with
any such object, since the First Minister, who leads
the great majority in this House, has announeeil
that he does not agree to its principle. He has
stated that the second reading has entirely another
object. We have, therefore, no idea of u.siug this
as an indication of any intention to jiass hostile
legislation. Whatever the int'.;ntion may be in our
breasts, that is not the intention w ith which we are
asked to go through a secoml reading. If it were, I
should regard it as a very regrettable intention to
act on, unless we were fully decided that the prin-
ciple is a sound one, which the First Minister says ho
iloes not atlirm. ( )n the contrary, he asksus to agree,
in words contrary to the formal eti'ect of the secoud
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This House is now sit-

brietly to Tiiuither matter, in resjaet of which 1 have

beenaiitici))ate.l by my hon. frieml the member for

Soutii t>xf.)rd (Sir Richard t^artwri^dit).

you will nil. I, wn.'ii me lepoi

will not be ^^ hat you I'xpeet.
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