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Niagara historical Society

ITS OBJECTS are the encouragement of the study of Canadian 
History and Literature, the collection and preservation of Canad­
ian Historical llelics, the building up of Canadian loyalty and 

patriotism, and the preservation of all historical landmarks in this vi­
cinity.

The annual fee is fifty cents.

The Society was formed in December, 1895. The annual meet­
ing is held on October 13th. Since May, 1890, six thousand articles 
have been gathered in the Historical Room, thirty one pamphlets have 
been published, eleven historical sites have been marked, an Historical 
Building erected at a cost of over $6,000, and a catalogue published.
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Preface

N th<‘ custody of flu* Niagara Historical Sovietv arc inanv papers 
printed in Niagara in the early wars of the Nineteenth Cent 
ury, and also the closing years of the Kigliteenth Century. Manv 

interesting items from them were given 1 »v the President of the Socie 
tv to the Niagara Times. Besides the Mail, Chronicle and Reporter, 
there are copies of The (»leaner, Telegraph, Spectator, Herald. Argus, 

Spirit of the Times, not forgetting the Cpper Canada <iazette of ITh.'i 
These shew the difference 1m‘tween Niagara then and now, the pro 

gross of the world, the notabilities of the past, etc. So began llistor 

ieal Item Number One, continued from 1 SOfi to lîHâ. when the Times 
ceased to exist, the last item being Number 'JS5. ft has been strong 
ly urged that w<- should print extracts from them in order of date to 
form a pamphlet.





extracts from Niagara papers

1750 Ll a letter from lîev. Jno. Ogilvie, who ministered to the 
Itfiyal Ameriean Regiment at Fort Niagara in 1 759, after its 

conquest from the French. “In this fort is a verv handsome chapel 
and the priest, who was of the Order of St. Francis, was the French 
kings chaplain to the garrison. 1 performed divine service here in 

this church every day during my stay here.” This reference to the 
chapel is interesting, as in it were buried two English otlicers. General 

l’rideaux and Colonel .Johnson, and many attempts have been made to 
locate their graves. In the life of .Sir Win. .Johnson is ,.n entry from 
his diary : “On the ^Sth of July we buried (Jeneral l‘rideaux and 
Colonel .Johnson in the chapel, with great form. On the authority 

of Peter A. Porter, the chapel, which was Roman Catholic, wits taken 

down and removed to Fort Schlosser. The question arises, were the 
bodies removed to the military graveyard ! A Miss llosmer stales 

that when she was a girl at school there was a monument to <iencral 

Pridenux near the altar tomb to Amusa Snow Excavations were 
made and remains found, hut liera use no military buttons were* seen it 

was not thought the right spot was found: forgetting the fact that in 
those days they buried in a shroud, and as lie was not buried foi sex 

era! days there was amj le time for preparation. Soldiers buried on 
the battle-field would retain their military clothing. It has liven 
thought that there should he a monument to two British soldiers who 

gave their lives for Britain s glory. I-itely, Jim. Ross Robertson 
found in the British Museum a map shewing the position of the eliup 
el. which can now he pointed out. in die parade ground.

1770 Mrs. Bowman Spolin, of Ancaster, wrote an account in 1 Sfil 
for I >r. Rverson s History of the I . K. I/iyalists of the 

hardships in coming to Canada. “ When their home was pi.laged. the



sii-k mutin t >.id children took refuge on thv Mohaxvk Hiver. In tin-
fall the commander <«f tin British forces at Fort Niagara, hearing «»f
their destitute condition, sent out a party with some Indians to bring 
them in. They brought tiv families, viz : Nelles, Secord, Voting, 
Buck, and Bowman : live women and thirty one children, and only one 
pair of shoes among them. They arrived there on the -lOtli of Novel»- 
Ver, 177<i. In the Spring of 1 777 my father joined Butlers Bangers. 
His brother, only nine years of age. went as a lifer. In 17s!l, the 
tear of thv famine, their only food was the leaves of trees, milk ..ml 
fish. As soon as the wheat was rijx- they rubbed it out and ladled it 
as a great treat

l 7/8 * l /S3 Strange stories are told of the hardships of the Flitt­
ed Kmpire loyalists in reaching (_ uiiada, in wagons.

on f<H»t. by water, long and arduous journeys, the help given them bv 
rati..ns from Fort Niagara. The name of Mefiregor Van Fverv oc- 
ears in the census taken hy Oil. Butler in 17s:t. Mr. Van Fverv tells 
that they were the first settler* in Hast Fl.imborougli and eame from 
the Mohawk Valley, took six weeks to tn;vel to Montreal. “My moth 
er carried the first plow share h«-re. In fouling a river on rafts, bill­
ing the cattle to swim, they took to pieces the farming implements 
and carried them separately. There wen- three houses at Hamilton 
and the l mur* I shanty of lloln-rt Band. M\ father’s house was of 
white oak. There were five hn it hers ; one r< turned to find a voting 
girl whom lie loved, ami found her in three days fastened to a tree ; 
lu- eut her thongs. Later he made known his love, hut she was pnan

l>. XX. Smiths uoteliook tells of a method of crossing the river: 
“ Ninetei-n «n verts I wagons, conveying families, came to settle in Lin- 
ruin Countv. The way they cross the river is remarkable. lit • InmIv 
of the wagon is of close hards. They caulk the seams anil hv shift­
ing ufl the bodv it transports the wheels i.tid the family to the otliei 
side, and the vehicle is then put together again."

1 Z SO » tzS2 The story of the (ïilhert Captivity pidilisln-il in 17s4
is runnirU-il with Niagara and gix<-> several fa ts.

confirms dates and gives several names familiar to us. shewing the

4



kindness slivwn T « * tlu-se captives, ami money ami presei t . cxpr idt-d 

to pimliasc them from the Indians, so that they were all finally, ex 

eept tiie father, who died from ’ ». returned to their homes in
Pennsylvania, first hein» sent in British vessels to Montreal. The 

<lilln-rt family (Quakers) fifteen in immlrr, xverr captured in Apiil, 
I 7SO, liy I tidians. carried off and endured many hardships, travelling 

to tin- Seneca country. Several of them r ai-hel |'.»rt Niagara an I 
were kindly treated hy 0*1. <2uv Johns m and difli-reiit British o 1- 
4-ers. among them lieing Capt. Bare, ('apt. Ptovell, also Mis. Powell.

Mrs. I-Vc- is nu nt jotted as giving money to free some of t*-em.
They vrossi d o\ er to w hat was then vailed Biitlvrshmg. now 

Niagara, in I7SJ. Newark, where KlizaÎM-th stav-d in « lie home of 
.John Sevofd for oxer a year, when* she felt so at home that she railed 

Mrs. Seen-if ‘•mainiiia. She ** as visited lieu* hy her I not her, A line", 
and taken over to Port Niagara t < set- other ineiiilu-rs «/ the family, 
and finally purchased from the Indians who t-lai—ed her. They were 

gathered from many tpia-ters where the Indians had separated from 
one another, and in ITSJ tl ey met in tin ir former home.

Col. Clans, then in Montreal, is mentioned as interesting liimself 

in t'*eir favor.

The story is taluahle and inti—«-st >ing î us. as shewing that John 

S«-cord's home was near Niagara-

I hiring tin- lli-xoiution. xxe lent- tie- n inn-s of seven Seeords who 

settled in this neighborhood, at Niagara. (Jneciistiin and St Bavins, 
win-re tlv-ir descendent x are still found. Some of tin- women an I 
children came in 1 777. while the nn-n were in ilie army.

\ fSJ J-'roin tlr* Archives ohtaiiu-1 l»v ( ipt. ("rtiikshank :
2Îtill August. 1 i ''"J. ( "ol. Butler took the first census of tile

Set 11< ment of Niagara. There were <ixle--n families, eighty font per 
sons, fortv nine horses, sixty cattle, tine hundred and tlitre hogs, thir 

ty she -p. and tnu hnndre i and thirty s -veil acres cleirr* I. The state
ment also g-xes the niiuih-r of Iuishels rais 1 til »’ v -ar <»f wiieat, eats.

| nt attars, and Indian corn.
The names of settlers gixt-n are Isaac h".» »ti. l’elt i S,-<-or»l.

John Seem d. .1 as. So.-ord. (.Sen. Stuart, ••oi. h-eltls. .1 no. B--pue. Ban.
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li-iwv, Elijali Phelps. Phil. Bender, S. Lutz, Michael Showers, H 
House, T. MeMicken, A. Young, McG. Van Every. One male slave 
is included in the list. In 1ÏS3 among the new names are: Barnanl 
Frey, A. Bradt, B. Fowling, Ja'-ob Ball, Peter Ball, Brant Johnson, J. 
Chisholm. Jus. Forsythe : and the number of cleared acres, 373.

j^lll at palatine V/84 One of the first mills was that of
Cajit. Haniel Servos, to which 

the Home Government had sent machinery. The settlers came from 
far and near with their grist. It was al*out -00 yards above the pre­
sent iron bridge over the creek on the Lake Shore Hoad. A few sub 
merged timliers still mark where it stood. There was also a general 
store can icd <m. From some old account books, extracts are made, 
sliewing pri<a‘s then and names of early settlers, most of them l nited 
Empire loyalists.

June 10th, 17*4. Messrs. Street and Butler an- charged with 
iumlier at |20 ja-r thousand; Mrs. Frey is charged -^T.ôO for 1<K) lbs. 
of Hour: Jno. Clement ]>aid S3.3S f<ir three |*»rk of salt : Capt. Peter 
Ten Broeck bought <leer skins at 63 ets. iwlt ; Isaac Vrooman bought 
wheat at 51.00 |ier bushel : S.-miiel Stieet is charge 1 with elk sk’iisal 
14s. each, 6 liear skins at 20s. h. and 3 marten at "is. c.i h.

I /S4 - 1700 In txxo bulky volumes of the Ontario .X hives may 
la- f mm* mueh curious information of the losses of 

the Cnited Empire Loyalists. In 17S3 a Commission «! five mem 
l*-rs was *p|ioitit<-d to classify tl.e losses r .■<! si-rvices lhey sat in 
Lindon. (England), Halifax. St. John. C^m-lm- and Mo itn-al. Many 
found it impossible to go so far, so that many names of Loyalists do not 
ap]«rar in the li-ts. By April. 17**, l,fis0 claims had Inin examined 
and S34 not lu-anl. and nearly 8-l,*MK),000 alhe.vtil. A transcript had 
i*ji-n plan-d in the Public R«i-ord (Ulin- in Luulmi. The manner 
in which allot lier copy was obtaimil is another example of the curious 
“finds" we hear of. One of the Commissioners. Col. Blindas of Carmn 
Hall. Sent land, was visited by a relative from Canada, who saw the manu-
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script and persuaded him tv pin*-»* it in the .Smithsuiiian Institute uf 
\X asliington in 1-^60. The Ontario Government granted a sum of 
money to copy it or our Archives. Claims were lodged t<i the amount 
of $47,000,000, -• :id tlie total outlay on the part of Britain amounted to 
$30,000,000 to 2,060 persons. Witnesses were required, which made 
the exfien.se of travelling so far, too heavy.

To us the familiar names of Ball, Kecord, Servos, Field, Freel, 
Butler, Clement, Claus, Crysler, .Johnson, Merritt, MeMieking, Nelli s, 
and Warner occur.

To understand the losses of those who remained faithful to tin- 
king, it must be understood that property could not !k- sold nor debts 
collected, many were subjected to imprisonment or were slain, some 
were actually tarred and feathered for their lovaitv. Their sufferings 
in reaching Canada and their hardships there in the “hungry vear 
have only liven partially told.

By «Jay's treaty of 1794 they were to he revomjK-nsed l>v the 
Vnited States f s their losses, but this was never done, ami Jay was 
burned in eili.gv when he returned to the Cnited States.

1/80=1/00 Shcfjitics ILanb IliOiU'b Since a new survey "f
the town has liven madn

it may lr* interesting to refer to the different plans for the town. On 
the 29th of March, li90, Mr. Augustus Jones produced a plan for the 
first township. * fii the J 1st of March it was proposed that the ecu 
tre of the township »*n the Iwnk of tin* Niagara River Ik- the pnijr-r 
plat-»-aim that tlit* lots 1~>, 16, 17. IS, in the centre a* present in the 
jxissession of Gilbert Field and others b< procured for tli.tt piirjwse.

On 20th August the inhabitant* asked that a part of the lands 
near Navy Hall In- granted for a town. < hi 20th June, 1791, the 
town is to In* call«*l LKNOX. w itli a f out of tlim- quarters of a mile. 
On 24th June the outlines of the town an- to lie run west of Navy
Hall.

A document of 1 79*» gives a plan of the town west of King Street 
with the names of owners of lots numlaird from I to 412.

Another of !-<><> gives the owners then.
After the town was burned, order* were give i in the summer of



1*14, xvhvii an attack was expected, that all the brick walls and vhiin 
nrys still standing should he pulled down, lest they give shelter to the 
enemy.

In a letter to General Drummond it xvas recommended that the 
site of the town lie changed to the other side of Fort George, as sate 
from attack, hut this the people refused to do, and la-gan rebuilding 
on the old site.

In a map of 1*17 procured from the Archives at Ottawa, the 
houses and barns built up again can 1m- easily counted.

In a map of l*'Jl? bv Capt. Vavassour the conunon was to In­
laid «ait in streets.

In the maps of 1*17 and 1 S'la tin- buihlings of Butler s Barracks 
all appear as now ; also the Indian Council House, which lieeamv the 
Military Hospital.

In the map of 17911 th<‘ buildings called Navy Hall appear. In 
later maps only one building is seen, still called Navy Hall.

In 1 *1?"J the town was cxtcndi-d east of King Street, and differ 
ent names were given : as tjueen Street lN-i-ame Pit-ton Street from 
King Street, Pi idéaux Street hecaine Hivardu Street, Johnson St rift 
IsM-ame Plutofl" Stns-t, and («age Stn-et In-ramr ('astlvri-ngh Str«-et.

1/01 In the Crown Lands Departmeii. is the following, whieh may 
slitsl some light oil where the first Masonie Lelge was situât 

«•d: “ Land Hoard met at Niagara 1 rh .1 une. 1791. Present : Col.
Gordon, commanding Pppi-r Posts ; Col. Butler, Peter Ten Hroeek. 
Ho lit. Haniiltoii, Bcnj. Paxvling, duo. Burt«*l, •! in». Warren, -I no. Me 
Nahh, Licit. Proven-. Hoyal F.r.gilleers.

The Boanl authorize a Publie House to 1m- built on the corner lo­
af the east end <»f tli<- town, adjoining the river, and a Masons’ 1/xlge 
next t«i ii.

This gives reason to suppose that the I.«»dgc was opposite tin- F.l 
lentt House, lint later investigatioiis in the Crown Lands gave 
eertain information that tin- *• Luigi- was on lot .'Pi, and in another 
pine*- the xvonls “tin* Masons Luigi-.’’

Bv a strange eoineidetiev. the present Mas.mii- Lidge is on the 
very spot it; ♦he building former!"» called tli<‘ “Stone Barracks, built



ni » nit 1810 by .1 nu. Eaglesum. )t is said hr carried the stones to 
build it from the ruins of the town.

Un; phrase, “mi the next to it, which has been taken to mean 
the next plot to it. may mean the corne next to it. The town then 
only extended to King Street and the Public House was the east end 
of the town. The Historical Society placed a marker on the author» 
ity of the first statement, which now should he altered, although the 
building may first have been close to the river, or later orders farther 
up. but lot .‘$1 is certainly the corner of King and l‘rideaux Streets.

August 24tf), 1/02 In the old Register of Sr. Mark's Church of
Births, Heaths and Marriages, the second

entry in the marriages reads: “ Captain .lames Hamilton to Ixmisa 
liis wife. They hud Ix-en married by some commanding officer or 
magistrate, and .bought it more decent to have the oflice repeated." 
This quaint notice has attracted much attention and in\estimations 
have licen made. The Michigan Historical Society states that th<‘ 
marriage was performed by Dr. Mitchell, the bride's father, he being 
n Justice of the Peace. But a grand daughter ..f Captain Hamilton 
has ob aineil frmn the Itminl Rook at Mackinaw that the eeremunv 
took place on the loth Novemljer, 1 Tit 1. and the marriage was per­
formed hv Capt. Charleton, of the âth Regiment, Commandant of the 
Post of Miehilimavkinae. The brides father was Hr. Mitchell.

Agricultural g>ocictp 1702 Wilber £s>nuK jLiox Tw„ <i.,e
u m r- n t s

give evidence of the first Agricultural Society in Cpjier Cana la, at 
Niagara, one the diary of ('«»!. Clark, the other the record of the Ni 
agam Libmry, dating from 1S()0. In the diary: “Governor Simcoe 
suleKTiUtl ten guineas to the Agricultuml Society in 1793. Mv lath
it “as a mvmlier. I remember the monthly dinners given by the 
ineuibeis and the great silver snuff Imx ornamented with the “Horn 
of Plenty on its lid. 1 wonder what has liecmnc of that old Imx 
It most deservedly ought to In- kept among tlie Archives of Cana la.



It always remaim-d with the house-keeper who had to supply the next 
monthly dinner. It was the property of the President pro tkm for 
the year, and at the annual meeting, when a new one was chosen, 
passed into his hands. It was a piece of fine workmanship, and 1 
trust it may vet turn up and remain an heirloom to tell posterity at 
what at: early age agriculture was encouraged here."’

The second reference is in the old Record Rook of the Niagara 
Library of 1800. It appears that the Agricultural Society had a lib­
rary of fifty valuable works, which they presented to the Library in 
1805, in consideration of the fees of certain members in arrears being 
remitted, they being also members of the .Society, and that a share in 
the Library be given to others who are members of the Agricultural 
Society. Jane Crooks, eldest daughter of the late Francis Crooks, 
was admitted to a share in right of her father as a member of the So­
ciety. Thus history repeats itself, as the daughters of Zelophehad in 
Bible history demand and obtain their share of land, so Miss Crooks 
demands a right in the benefits of the library.

A few of the hooks are: Youngs' Agriculturist (11 volumes)! 
Museum Rusticus (6 volumes) : (lentleman Farmer; Bath Papers (5 
vols.) : etc.

flctospapcrs, 1/03 ■ 1013 By reference to copies in the His
torival Building, it is shewn that 

twenty-three newspapers have Imtu published in Niagara. Their 
names and dates are : The Vpj>er Canada (bizette, 1 <93 8 : The Con 
stellation, 1799-1800; Herald, 1801-2 : Freeman s Journal, 1809-10; 
The Bee, 181 2 ; Spectator, 1S17-8 ; («leaner, 1817 1837; Argus, lSj(); 
Canadian, 1824 ; Herald, 1828-18:40; Spirit of tic Times, 1 8-'$0 ; Lit 
crary Miscellany, 1832 : The News, 1832: Reporter, 1832 1842 : The 
Ark, 1835; Telegraph, 1836; Chronicle, 1837 1854 : Argus, 184 4-fi; 
Mail, I84fi-l«s70 ; Fountain, 1847 : The News, 1870; The Echo, 1884 ; 
The Times, 1894-1914. And in the xieinity: St. Davids Spectator, 
1816; Vpper Canada Phoenix, l8lS. at Dimdas ; Farmers' Journal, 
1826, at St. Catharines
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1793 jfirét printing $kcss in Hppcr Canafta in th<•
M uscii m

in tin* Normal School Building, Toronto, arc two relies wliieh might 
well have a place in Niagara. The printing press used in printing the 
l pper Canada Gazette of 1793. When the Historical Collection v.as* 
visited by Col. Ne.il.sun, of Quebec, and he saw some copies of the < hi- 
zette of 1794, he wrote in the Visitors Book : 4< Mv grandfather, John 
Neil son, sent his workman, Louis Hoy. to Niagara to print the Vpper 
Canada Gazette. The printing press was rein ived to Toronto, when, 
in 179-N the paper was printed there, as the capital was changed to 
Toronto.

The other relic is the imposing stone used by the Mail, given by 
Mr. Kirby, the editor. It had been used by the Constellation in 
1799, and possibly by the V. C. Gazette.

1793 jfirst ffiricb ffiouse in tfjc |)robincc a document in
t h e Reference

Library, Toronto, gives us information as to the first brick house in 
tlie province. It is the memorial of William Dickson, of Newark. 
mervha.it, to His Excellency, J. Graves Simone. “That your memor­
ialist lias resided there for six years past iii the town now called New 
ark and has expended to a considerable extent in buildings and im­
provements ; tlr’t your memorialist considers it some merit to have 
built the first brick house in the province; be has one town lot, but 
finds it inadequate to bis wants ; your memoralist is without a pasture 
for horse or row ; without any place for the purpose of an orchard, for 
the raising of hay or vegetables for domestic use • ; and asks for land 
above Navy Hall ; and thi iks himself deserving of twenty acres, more 
or less.

1/93 jTîîlbp ÜLlll, jjtoti. 4tf) Inadominent to Portland, sign» d
by -I. Graves Siincor. 1 lie Lieut.

Governor, occurs the following passage : “List year 1 hutted the 
l/ueei) s U mgers as well as passible rinse to Niagara, an I I fitted up

II



the Kina’s Barracks and storehouses to contain the officers of govern­
ment and to accommodate the Legislature of the Province, who must 
for some time have their annual assembly at that place. These temp­
orary buildings I thought a great public saving to refit, as it is most 
probable they may be required hereafter for various governmental 
purposes.**

1793 <Z91D i&CCOtî) ^$00fe Town Mkktino Recoups. At a
meeting of the inhabitants electors

of the Township of Newark, for the appointment of parish and town 
officers, William Mollyimx, constable, presiding ; Ralph Clench, town 
clerk ; assessors, collectors, pound-keepers, ano fence-viewers were ap 
pointed. The name Newark is used till 17U9 ; but after, that of Ni­
agara.

1794 Cffc Upper Canada (^a^ette or glmcrtcan (Draclc,
Vol. 1, No. 17, Thursday, August 14th, 171*4, printed by Louis Roy, 
Newark, (although Vol. li, December 16th, 1704, is printed by (1. Tit" 
fany). It is a sheet of 14A by 10 inches, ami is a great contrast to 
the papers of a century later. Then* are no illustrations, except the 
“ Royal Coat of Arms, <1. R , when “good old King George” reigned. 
There are no personals, no poetry, no stories, no editorials, no jokes, 
no telegraphic despatches. What, then, are the contents? First: A 
proclamation, signed John Graves Simeoe, “from George the Third to 
onr well beloved ami faithful legislators, Counsellors of our Province 
of Vpper Canada, to meet at the Town of Newark on tin; 22<1 «lay «if 
September, to treat, do and conclude upon those things which by Un­
favour of God may be ordained. Dated at our Government House, 
Navy. Hall. Wm. Jarvis, Secretary.”

Another proclamation offers üôO reward for bringing to justice 
those who passed in a hat tenu the garrison of Niagara, carrying con­
traband goods, and when followed by Sergt. Lawson, «if the 5th Regt. 
of Font, refused to come to shore and lire 1 twice on the Sergeant ami 
his party, in defiance of the laws and contempt «if our hmi and King.

12



Another long n tice from the Council Chamber, May -4th, 
signed John Small, resolves : “That those who have taken up land 
without having been located by the Surveyor-General, although auth 
orized by the Commanding Officer, must give in a memorial of it, so 
that proper grants may he made.

Another notice from the Secretary’s Office (Mr. Jarvis) relates to 
an Act to lay and collect a, duty on stills, declares they shall pay one 
shilling and three pence on every gallon which the still may be capa 
hie of obtaining. An infringement on this incurs a fine of ten pounds.

The latest news is from the Philadelphia papers, news from 
Frankfort, Apr. 10th ; Tournav, Valenciennes, Philadelphia, June 3()th 
and July 3rd ; apparently news six and ten weeks old.

The Niagara News gives the arrival of Ilis Majesty's armed ves 
sel “ Mississauga,” with the Right Reverend Lord Bishop of Quebec, 
who confirmed a respectable numlx-r ot young persons who presented 
themselves August 14th, 1794.

On Monday the magistrates and principal inhabitants presented 
an address to tile Right Reverend, Father in God Jacob by Divine 
permission Lord Bishop of Quebec. Both address and reply are given 
in full.

Several advertisements are signed by I). \\ . Smith, Acting Sur 
vevor-Gencial.

A notice to Free Masons reads thus : “ A meeting of the mem 
hers of St. John’s Ivodgc, No. 19, will lm held in the lodge room, 
Newark, on the second Tuesday of Oct .her at 1 1 o’clock a. m. Signed. 
Balte Clench, secretary.

Another advertiscm lit is interesting to us at the present time of 
enlistments : “Ti:n Guineas Bounty Money. To all loyal and gal 
hint subjects : Recruits wanted for 11 is Majesty's 1st American Rcgi 
nient of Queen’s Rangers. Fitly active young men. Gentlemen v«>l 
unteers, healthy and stout, shall receive ten guineas lmunty on ap 
proval as fit for active sit vice of the regiment, enter into free quart 
ers, hi- float lied, accoutred, victualed and paid agreeably to His Maj 
estv’s regulations. None need apply to Lieut. Brooking at Niagara 
hut such as arc perfectly lit for the most active service ; five feet, four 
and a half inches high, healthy and stout.

13



1795 S>ltlbCtp Although it is generally sup|Hisi*d that slawry was 
done away with at once, it most be understood 

there were eonditions in the Act. Some were free <*t onee, some ar 
attaining a certain age. Hen- is a strange advertisement: “ For salt' 
for three years, by year or month, a negro wench named Chloe, 2."4 
years old, understands washing, cooking. Robert Franklin, at Re­
ceiver General's.” In some advertisements of servants or slaves it is 
given as a recommendation that they have had the smallpox.

30tf) September, 1794. £s>t. gnbtcUi’g Cf?urcf). in an ..id
lent h e r-

bound Record Rook the first item reads: “A numlier of people met 
this day at Hind's Hotel and resolved that “as religion is the founda­
tion of all societies, and which cannot l>e so strictly adhered to with 
out having a place dedicated solely to l>ivine worship, that a Presby- 
teiian Church should be erected in the town of Newark, and that sub 
scriptloi s for liait purpose la* immediately set on foot, as well as for 

1 lie support of a clergyman of the same persuasion. The committee 
consisted of John Young, Four-Mile--Creek, chairman; Ralfe Clench^ 
Andrew Heron, Robert Kerr, Alexander Gardener, William McIa*H- 
lan and Alexander Hemphill. The size of the building is given 
4(> x .‘52 feet. The subscriptions, the agreement with Rev. Jim. 
lhm.

The church was burned in 'September, 1SR5 bv the enemv, as it 
was claimed that its spire was used for taking observations.

The sclnMillions**, partly burned, was repaired and used f<ir service 
till 1«<$1, when the present church was built.

jTtoti. 4tï), 1/94 Council Chamber, Navy H ill. Piesent : His 
Fxrelleiiey, John Graves Simror. Read the po 

tition of John Young. Ks<p, on behalf of a number of inhabitants of 
the Presbyterian persuasion. Town of Newark. let dinners are dvsii 
mis of erecting ehureli and school bouse, **tr. Pr.iv» that a square of 
four lots in* granted for tli.it purpose. Ordered by the Honorable*

1 »



"Executive Council, that the same le granted. Signed, John Small.

January -~>th. Mrs. Ker, the wife of Dr. Her, was the daughter 
of Sir Wni. Johnson and Mollie Brant. She is buried in St. Mark’s 
Cemetery. The stone is the oldest there.

1705 La Rochefoueault de Liancourt spent nineteen da vs at Navy*
Hall as the guest of Governor Simeoe. He says : “During

our residence at Navy Hall the session of the Legislature of Upper 
Canada was opened. Dressed in silk, Simeoe entered the hall with 
his hat on his head, attended by his adjutant and two secretaries.

Now, where was tin* hall ? This has been a vexed question.

The old building still standing has been spoken of as that where 
Pail lament met. From the- evidence of the “oldest inhabitants" se\ 
era! places are mentioned. By Mrs. Simeon and Governor Simeoe s 
letters. Col. Clark, Mr. M’Ewen, and Mrs. Quade, the following places 
are mentioned : Navy Hall, the Indian Council House, Butlers Bar 
racks, a Marquee Tent, the Parliament Oak. Each lias its advocates, 
one scouting the others' statements.

Now, as Parliament met here five years, it is possible that each 
of these places can claim the honor. The Parliament Oak seemed to 
be a myth, hut then- is generally some truth, if searched for, in the 
store. If in a tent <m a hot day, the shade of a tree would seem 
soothing. But why that tree ? Was it the only one near ! But evi­
dence, and good evidence, has lately been produced where Parliament 
met the first day. Littlehales, the secretary, states that the meeting 
was in the Masonic Hall, which stood where the present Masonic Hull 
stands (the old stone barracks). Statements have also been made that 
all the buildings of Navy Hall were burned in the war, and tint the 
present old building was not t verted ti'l 1S1 <i. The question gives 
room for further discussion.

-ttf) j^ïob., 17do No. 30.14. Province of UpjH-r Canada Grant
to Boht. Kerr. James Mairhead. William Pi k

sou and Isaac Swavze, of the Township of Niagara ; and John Me Far-



land, John Young, Andrew Heron, Bernard Frey and John Grier, of 
the same place, yeomen. In trust for the Presbyterian Congregation 
of the Town of Niagara, a square of four lots in the said Town of Ni­
agara. An extract from the minutes of Council, 4th Nov., 1795." 
Mar. ‘2d, 1803. Thos. Scott.

Another document descri'nes the four acres square as Nos. 157, 
158, 183, 184, being those now occupied by St. Andrew’s Church. 
Signed, D. W. Smith, Acting Surveyor-General. 11th May, 1705.

1796 In the Vpper Canada Gazette, Dee. 12th, 1790. St. John's 
Lodge of Friendship, No. 2, will meet at Wilson’s Tavern, 

Festival of St. John, lialfe Clench, secy. The members of the 
Grand Masters’ Ivxlge to meet at Thompson's Hotel to celebrate the* 
Festival of St. John, Dec. 27th. J. Mac Kay, sec’y. A sermon to l>e 
preached at the Presbyterian Meeting House in this town, being tin* 
Anniversary of St. John.

1797 On Jan. 4th, Lodges 2 and 4 of Free and Accepted Masons, 
clothed in badges and preceded by a band of music playing 

Masonic airs, walked in procession to the Presbyterian Meeting House, 
w^en Rev. J. Dun delivered an excellent and philanthropic discourse, 
amidst the deep attention of a crowded audience. The thanks of 
Lodges 2 and 4 were given afterwards for the excellent and liberal 
discourse. Thos. Clark, sec’y, I/alge 2. Richard Cockrel, sec. Lodge 1.

In Philanthmphy I/>dge, No. 4, at a meeting of the lodge in their 
r..om, Newark, it was resolved to establish a fund for the lwnetit of 
Free Masons’ widows and orphans and infligent Brothers" children.

1799 jfrfltibal of &t. Joijn In 1799, Festival of St. .John,
(hand Lodge and others join 

them at Charles Field’s at 2 p. m., procession to church. «Sermon by
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llev. lini. Addison, Grand Chaplain. This must have lxx*n St. And 
rrw’s Church, as St. Mark’s was not started till 1802.

SNSnÜ H

1 796 (gibing Up of jfort Niagara Correspondence with re
spevt to living up of 

Fort Niagara to the V. S., which was tie* last tort given up. It was 
held by part of the 5th U -gt and was given up 11th August, I79ti. 
A celebration of this event was held 11th August, 1890, the centen­
ary of that event. The period of thirteen years between 1783 and 
179(5 is called the “ hold over period,” as Britain retained certain forts 
as a guarantee that compensation would he given for losses, as promised 
by Jay's Treaty.

0/o<6

1793 “ (EfjC (Count’d ^OtlSC.9 Hearing the expression often,
“The Count's House,” it had 

seemed a myth, as no explanation had been given, but on visiting the 
Archives in Ottawa the whole story was made plain from the docu 
incuts found there. During the French Revolution many had fled to 
England, always the refuge of the oppressed foreigner, and the Brit 
isli Government gave them assistance and support A plan was form­
ed for a military settlement in Canada by the Count de Puisaye and 
it was expected that two hundred would go, but only forty-seven 
ventured, and it was a venture, going fmm Sunny France in winter to 
build huts in Canada. The settlement was in Markham, north ot T<> 
ronto, hut not proving a success, notwithstanding the assistance given, 
nearb all returned to Fiance The Count do Puisaye obtained 20(> 
acres of land on the Niagara river, two miles from Niagara, built a 
house in 1799, a long low building with dormer ..indows, which still 
stands on the property of NX . K. Jackson. General do Puisaye lived 
here till 1802, when lie returned to England, as he was in had odour, 
both with ihe lloyalist and RepubVcan party, the former blaming 
him for bis part, in the disaster at Qui emu. He married his house, 
keeper, Mrs. Sm it hers, whose name is given in the list. There are de­
scendants ' son. who nssuai ■ 1 the. name of Kent, and several val
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tiaole relies arc in this country, ns the swunl gixen the Count by his 
friend, William Pitt, in lT'.H. which has this inscription. There are 
also the jxirtraits of the Count ami Countess, the latter the Freneli 
('ountess whom he hail married in F ranee. Tliv house was used as a store 
at one time, and has at one end a hrick building su poised to have 
lieen used, but whether for weajioiis, for wine, or for sto age, has nev­
er lieen settled.

In the letter-In wilt of thu Hon. Richard Cartwright, grandfather 
of Sir ltiehard, lately presented to tjuei-n’s Fniversity, are many 
points interesting to us. They seem to have lieen friends. Fruit 
trees were sent for. and it is said till lately a fine variety of pear of 
unknown name still flourished, siipjxiM-d to have mine from France.

The house of l>. W. Smith, with tlie four 'ien*s, now i-hIIis! the 
Town IMoek or t’he Market Sijuaiv. was otleml for sale with an en­
dowment of lli<l aeres for a Seminary. The objection made was th.it 
it was in range of the guns of Fort Niagara. A plan of the building 
it in the Refen-m-e Library, and it was deserilx-d as the best house in 
town, with fine gardens. Half of the four aeres lieeame military prop­
erty, and the whole finally town property, wliieli it still is. all the owners 
of lions s paving ground rent. The house e dcM-iibed «<. sn \ 40 feet, 
with large rooms, and four fireplaces. It must ban- h-eii situated 
alxmt when* the eleetrie ear station iv»w is.

1/99 EBilbCrnCSS All article liy Miss Jean F.ivle («ism
gives many i«artieulai< of this pivtm- 

« sipie s|N»t, «me of the most hist.r ie in the town, and emit lining one of 
the oldest houses. There an- also several magnificent lr.es, one a 
liaim of Gilead with » girth of sixteen feet and two hundred feel in 
height, whivli in early times was a guide to fishermen steering for 
home. An old oak is neark twenty f«*ei in girth, and minier.ms >\va 
mores and an <ild weeping willow ami Hue stately pines add to the 
xx ild lieauty of the scene. Hen* Chief Rraiit and his followers pitehifi 

/cuts when they came once a year for their presents or to trade 
with Governor Simroe. The pni|**rty first la-Ioiigv l to Ih'lw-rt l*ilk
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mgton. <>f the Royal Kugineers, who purchased it from the Crown in
1 796.

IV I in I i* il.--, to show finir gratitude to Mrs. Anti Claus, the wife 
of 1 f.uiivl Claus, ami thv daughter of Sir William .lohiison, raised 
money to purchase it by surrcndci itig a part of their land on the 
(hand Hiver, and presented it in 1799. .'Us 1 ha*. < hi her death it 
belonged to Col. Win. Claus, whose diarv at Fort < ieorge shows that 
he was one of the last to leave when the Fmt was taken hv the Amer­
icans 1*7» h May, 1S1 .'I. lie sajs : “At the time I went out of the 
breach by the octagon bloekhouxe a Hag came 'll at the gate. It is 
told that at the time the town was burned. Mrs. Taylor, the wife of 
Fort Major lay lor, took refuge here with her four children in an 
old root house, which is st ill know n l»y the name of the “ Pitt. An 
other spot was a large dugout. when* forty wounded men lived part of 
that winter.

Ill" present house, part of it built in 1S1 li. i- kaid to lie the shape 
of “ l.ongw od, occupied liy Nipol-.-un in St. Helena. An attempt to 
ojicii t le- street in 1 S-'J which should run right in front of the le «use 
was trust rated, as a r<ad closed for sixty years ran not now- In- opened, 
so that iiisv.id of the usual four acre l»lo--k there is here an n^lit acre 
hl.H-k with " no thoroughfare. ’

1800 A document of 1 194 gives p ixver to Join* M«- Farland, of Ni
agai .. tiie true and loving Attorney of Me Karla tic «V Cible, of

Montreal. The brick house on the River I load was built in I si M ». In
I *SRI -lohii McFarland was sent as a prisoner of war to < irecnlmsh. 
( >u his t • mo- • .me in St. Mark’s; •• Finding his piojH-ity burned
Up and destroyed by the enemy, it enervated him so mueh that lie 
«Iit*»I in a few months after, in the tilth year of his age. This must 
have i*-eii a h< use in town, as «in-n in the list of houses hurm-d in 
iKirniler, 1 < R$. I he hriek I muse is si ill standing and in good order
"as iiM*d ax a hospital during the vv.ir. as was nisi she home of (»«-orge 
Field farther up, where they show the cannon hall which pierced the
brick wall.



8tf) 5iunC, 1800 When, by tin* merest vhanee, I laid my hands
on an old brown leather covered book, I bad no

itiea of the rich treat it whs to p’ove. By it was shown that in these 
t-arlv days there was in Niagara a valuable library, well supported. 
The book contained the list of proprietors and of their payments ami 
those of non-subscribers, catalogue of the library, money expended, 
rules and regulations, account of annual meetings, contingent meet­
ings, list of books taken out, ulphaltetical list of subscrilters, Then* 
were at first forty-one names of proprietors, afterwards more ; the 
church, the army, the civil service, the1 yeomanry, several names from 
Fort Niagara, l ". S., ami names from as far as thirty miles distant, sev 
rral names of women, too. The library existed till 1820. Some books 

were burned when the town was burned, many were saved. The 
members {«lid on joining, sums from four dollars up to nine, and an 
annual fee of one to three dollars. There were 1,000 books in tile lib­
rary. chiefly history, travel, religious, valuable reviews, hut few of fi<* 
lion.

The first entry reads : * Niagara Library, 8th June, 1800. Sen­
sible how muedi we are at a loss in this new and remote country for 
every kind of useful knowledge, and c:mvin«-ed that nothing would hr 
of more use to diffuse knowledge amongst us ami our offspring than a 
library, supported by subscription, in this town, we, whose names are 
hereunto suliserilied, herehv associatif mirselves together for that pur 
jiose, and promise to pay anmiallv a sum not exceeding four dollars, to 
Im- laid out in Ixtoks, as agived upon by a majority of votes at a yearly 
meeting t«i lx* held l>v usât ibis town o:i the 1 nth August, aimuallv, 
when everything respecting the library will he regulated by the ma­
jority of votes."

The first name signed is An Irv-v Heron, who a great pirt of the 
time acted as librarian, secretary and treasurer, gratuitously.

The h • ,k was found in a drawer :i lie* Vestry lîoom of St. An 
dnew’s Church. xvh •;*.* it h id lain prnbibly s-.vuty yens

1802 • 1800 £5*t. jfijrU 5 Cfiurrh From the annual reports of
the S P. (i. (Society for

the Propagation of the (»osj**l) <*<*rtaiii information has liven obtained



ms to when St. Mark's Church was hiiilt. l'xtnvts from these have 
lieen sent l»v Mr. Vvril l’udolf, of Ixndou, Fngland. anti since then 
by Prof. Young, of Triaitv Volley»-, Toronto. It has generally been 
stated that it was erected in 1792, hut from research in Archives, 

early books of travel, and other documents, it hud so far l>een shown 

that it could not have lfven begun hefoie ISO:*. ft is of course eer- 
taiti that I’ev. II Addison came out in 1792 as tli • missionary to all 

this region, and In- kept a careful record of births, deaths and mar 
liages, which register may lie seen, an I this fiel 1: is given credence to 

the belief thaî the church dates from 1 792 In Mr. Addison's report 

to the S. P. « • he s.iv> : ** 1 29th. 1 ■>il* f. l av c iiiyivg.ition iai.n r
increases, and they begin seriously to talk of h i;il;:ig a chare •. duly 

1st, ISO.*». Tlii- < hurrli is lieguti aial hall up. duly ôth, 1 <07 1 he

church advances slow ly. The fl.Hirs, however, an- laid and the wind 

ows nearly ready for glazing, dan. 2nd. 1 SOS The church has got­
ten the fir>t coat of pîastei. dan. ôth. 1S1 <I. Tile church is so far 

finished that lhvmr Service has h en constantly performed there since 

last August.*

5s”// Q V o
C/w »

1S06 (George $)crct'5 CraUelS •• Oa the >.wtnn l. nk i the
loi is'i fort, constructed of 

e.irtli and cedar pickets. Hencalh the for: raid on the Imrdcr of the 
i iv-r are sen r.il hni tilings consisting oi" store houses and barrack•. 
one of which is called Na\y Hall, eoatiguoiis to a wharf (King's 
wharf). A swamp in the vicinity is prejudicial to tiie health of the 

inlia.ii!a::ts and the troops of tin- garrison. A plain intervenes, ex­
tending a mile In-tween t!ie town and Fort (icorge. The houses in 

general are of wood, and may ain uint t<« two hundred. I he streets 

air Spaeiwis. and an* laid out at right angles to each other, so that 

the town will In- healthy and airy. On Mississauga Point on the west 

side of the -iver a lighthouse has lately been enete I."

1S02-ÎS15 ÎThe iligtljOUSC The lighthouse which s o! m r
where Fort Mississauga now 

stands was built in 1S03. We have had much information from Miss



:nv •

(Jtiade, of Ransoimi Ic, wliiiso mother was the, daughter of 1 tominiek 
Henry, the lighthouse keeper.' A pietuie ohtaineil from -I. Ross lloh 
ertson shews the lighthouse and the keeper's house, and a copy from 
the Archivé shew s the plan. Mrs. (Jnade was horn then* in ISO',, 
and was present and nanemhei’s the dav when tin* town was taken and 
the night when the town'was 1 turned. Many [ample hrought valuables 
to store in their home, which was not 1 turned, as the lighthouse was 
valuahlv to lioth sides. She tells that the tower or fort was built 
partly of bricks from the ruins of the town and it is true that broken 
bricks e in If seen in the walls.

jfîûigtlVa iliîCC, <£>ct. 24tf), 1SI 2 This is another example of th •
odd ror..ers in which history 

may In* discovered. A page of an old newspaper, the Niagara Vhrou- 
iele. August, 1 s:$s. had been used as the lining for the lid of a trunk, 
from which it was removed as perfectly as its cracked state would at 
low, by two sympathetic young ladies, he Mrs. ('m/.on, whose interest 
in Canadian history was well known. The article in the Niagara I ire. 
Oct. if Ith. 1S1 if. had been reproduced in the Niagara Chronicle, Aug. 
lilînd, 1 The battle is desrrilicd with particularity. and a d:lièr­
ent rendering given of the famous wolds attributed to (ïeneral Rrock. 
First it is told that on galloping pas* Itrown s Point, where some of 
tin* X oik X olunU-ers were jwisted, he ealled out : “Push < hi. York 
\ ohmteei s ! Another aeeouut gives it as his last words in aseend 
ing tiie mountain, hut this version >avs : “ Push < hi, Never Mind 
(MK, it is supposed to Ik-, as the |taper is mutilated ) It is possible 
I Kith accounts wen» true, t he one at limw n V Point, the other while ns 
eeiitling the hill. The lice was started in -Iilly. 1 * 1 If. at Niagara, by 
•lames | hirand.

J2.0Ü. Gif). 1312 1 n the Michigan i I is: or; .d So i- v publications
are many things mt -resting to Niagara, such as 

entitled meetings of Indians and Milita - , n 1 T l'i. 17115. ete. “At a



g< lierai council of condolence held at the Council House, Fort George, 
Nov. (ith, IS 11», with the Six Nations, liurons, etc. Present : Win. 
Claus, Drp. Siijit. Gen.; Capt. Norton, Capt. .). H. ltoussiaiix, etc. 
Little Cayuga Chief, Speaker, said : “ Brothers. we therefore now see­
ing you darkened with grief, your eves dim with tears, and vour throat 
stopped with the force of your affliction, with these strings of wam­
pum we wipe aw.iv v<.iir tears, we <dear the passage in vour throats 
that you niav have free utterance for vour thoughts, and we wiji* clear 
from hlo <1 the plaee or your a Bode. That the remains of vour late lw- 
loved friend ami commander. General Bniek, shall reveixe m> injury, 
we cover it with this Kelt of wampum, which we do from the grateful 
sensations w hi h his friendsliip toward us inspired us with, as also in 
conformity with the eustoms of our ancestors.

There had lier n many meetings <,f Indians in ?n iagara liefoiv l his. 
in I 7ÎH. 171)."$, 17!)'» and 1 SO-. Several of these were held in tin- 
Free Masons Hall, and names of well known chiefs are given : lied 
Jacket, Farmers Brother, Cornkiller, and also we find that Joseph 
Brant was present at some of the meetings.

When Fort Niagara was given up hv the British in I 7'.Vi. word 
w; is sent to t lie t . S. officer that there were tlircc thousand I ml mis 
to he \ictnailed at the Fort.

At these meetings a regular ritu d is observed, and much figura 
tixe language preserved to the present day, as at h meeting of the 
Ontario Historical Society at ( )>liwekiii. when Chief A. G. Smith gax c 
the address of welcome to the eouneil fires from the Six Nation Itidi 
ims. his spceeii being marked l»y diguit v and oratorical powers of no 
mean order, closing t litis : “We will pull out the thorns that liax< 
jwiietrated vour sIhh-.s and wash your fe *t with pure cold water to re 
flesh you, for we m«*et not as strangers, hut as Brothers, whose fathers 
have fought side I » v sid • in the n ist in defence of the country : may 
the Great Spirit, who has guided you on your way, watch over volt on 
your homeward journey."

1813 Jfort (George Although ill the double star rampart* of
Fort George then* are no Buildings But the

stone p i viler magazine and the caretaker s h »u- -, there were a mini-



lier of buildings, four blockhouses, all of a good size, one 100 ft. bv do. 
another 44 x 24, north and south blockhouse the same size, and an 
octagon blockhouse, 1*8 ft. in diameter: another for stores, 90 x "JO. 
Tin; officers’pavilion, 1*20 x lid, with wings 20 x 20. The hospital 
was a good building, 70 x 2G. A guard house, 48 x 20. A powder 
magazine. And there were kitchens detached from the otiieers" and 
soldiers’ quarters. The fort was defended by forty-eight guns of dif­
ferent sizes, from three-pounders to eighteen-pounders. When on the 
27th of May, 1813, the American force was seen approaching, sixteen 
sail vessels and 134 boats and scows, with a force of 6,000 men, Gen 
vrai Vincent had only .667 all told, consisting of forty men of New 
foundland Regiment, ninety of the Glengarry Light Infantry, 310 of 
the 8th or King’s Regiment, and 100 of the Lincoln Militia, with 
twenty-seven of Captain Runchey’s Negro Company. At Two Mile 
Creek there were fifty Indians, under Norton. 2,300 of the Ameri­
can force landed at once, and were repulsed twice, hut our force gave 
way, hut were rallied by Col. Harvey, who brought a few of the 49th, 
and made a stand at the Presbyterian Church, a:id again at near the 
Indian Council lb use.

Vincent sen: word to Col. Win. Claus to evacuate Fort George 
and join him at Queenston, and latei they reached Burlington 
Heights.

Many of the people had left the town ( >::<• incident may lie 
told : Mrs. Cassidy went to Butler’s Farm for safety. Her daughter, 
who afterwaids became Mrs. XX bitten, carried her brother on her 
hack. On the next day the mother returned to sue. if she could go to 
her home She found it occupied bv officers, who a<ked if she hail 
made the bread they found in the house, and agreed if she would re 
turn they would supply 100 lbs. of il.uir, and if she would give them 
one hundred pounds of bread, she could have th - rest for herself. All 
of which shewed that Mrs. Cassidy nude good bread. During the 
seven months occupation by the Americans there were only women 
imd children, or old :ne:i unable to light, in the town.""

1312 - 1S13. 3tatacntorp of ôcncrrJ ffirsrh’g (gffccts.
A curious discovery was lat lv n. nlv while taking down the house 

of the late Hon. G. XV. Allen, in '!"• r»uit<«.
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In the cellar, stuffed into a hole in tlit* wall, a number of pag 
vs yellow with age wen* fourni, h -ing an inventory of the furnitim* 
ami belongings of the late Sir Isaac Block. The greater part was 
purchased hv Major-1 «enerul Sheaffe, the remainder by Major (ilegg, 
(.'apt. Brock, Col. Bishop, Major Allen Bov. hr. Strachan, etc. The 
articles sold consisted of silver, cut-glass, furniture, wine, carpets, pro 
visions, etc., the whole amounting to about ,1‘SOO. The books were 
soldat auction Jan. 4th, IS HI. Itev. hr. .Strachan bought several 
hooks, also Major Allen, Mr. Heuisoti, Mr. Hamilton, Major Givens, 
i >r. Powell. Lt. Hickson ami Mr Small. Miss Selby bought a sofa 
ami a gig. Among the live stock sold wen* sheep, pigs, and a cow : 
and in the puntrv stores preserved cranberries, pickled mushrooms, 
etc. Thu prices arc given in dollars ami N. V. currency.

if m<ysw

iACimnCSCtnCCg of ^ccumgct), 1813 Mrs Van Ev-ry, of
West Flamboro, tol<l 

ln‘r children. al»ouf lSfiO, what she v<mld remember-if the great war­
rior, Tecuuiseh. “The Indians w«r,- near us. Tecumseh went oil 
about tiv<* miles from XX est Flamboro village, near the great burial 
ground where vonr father and the late Hon. das. Crooks dug up the 
big copper kettles, pipes, beads, elav crocks and tomahawks without 
number. He was dark copjier color, six feet in height, broad should 
ered, deep chested. He had long arms, prominent brow, firm chin, 
Homan nose, piercing eves ami bhvk hair. He wore a t <pie of eagle 
plumes, silver half moon ornaments in his fine mix* and liead- <ui niov- 
casins ami leggings. He was <piiet. lonesome, proud. His wigwam 
xto<id mirth of our house. lie often warned his people against fire­
water. He harangued thousands of Indians, who were as still as 
statues of stone. XX hen he raised his arm tiiev said “ Hough ! * 1 mean
i .g “Attention ! ’’ He was a man no one could forget, a perfect He- 
most licncs in vlmpiemv. He swayed his hearers like reeds. His 
words were like an electric charge. My brother at Hi would dress up 
in Indian fashion ami repeat the s|»ceehc.x of Tccumseh, which seemed 
to h*v«* fixed themselves in the mimls of my mutlu*r and brother. Sum* 
sentences 1 remeinlier. They ran u< follows:

•‘The Pale Faces who fought against our fathers, the British, are



our enemies They came to us hungry, and they cut off the hands of 
our brothers, who gave them corn. We gave; them rivers full of iish, 
and they poisoned our fountains. We gave them mountains ami val­
leys full of game, and in return they gave our warriors rum and trink­
ets and—a grave. The shades of our slaughtered fathers can find no 
rest, their eyes van set' no herds on the hills of light in the hunting 
grounds of the dead. Untd our enemies are no more we must l>e as 
one man, one chief whose name is I.)hath ! -1 have apoken."

Tecum sell was a remarkable man. liiave, merciful, he did every­
thing in his power to prevent cruelty in his followers. He did what 
many white men have not «lone -completed his love of drink. He 
travelled from the Gulf of Mexico to the ni.rth, trying to form all the 
triltes of Indians into one Confederacy, ami sheiv**d great administrat­
ive power®, so that his memory should not lie forgotten.

<5\&o G\5f)m, m
1813 ÜÎ3p 2/tf) Of those who were killed when the town was 

taken, we find the record of a resident of this 
township in a tablet at the north dour of St. Mark’s Church, ('apt. 
Martin Mel>ell::n, whose fa.m was alamt a mile from town, is the first 
past the Oak Grove. He had been captured by the Indians when a 
boy, hut restored to his family. It is told that on the evening of the 
battle, when retreating, lie and several others, favored hv the heavy 
fog, went back to spike the guns, hut the fog ".ifting, they were slain. 
In the Historical Room is an interesting relic : his pocket-book, with 
his name vu it ten by Irmself, he having left his watch and purse with 
his wife the night before the battle, saying she would not see him 
again alive.

. -

14th 3UQ., 1813 From the Archives was obtained the eorres-
nce h(*twevn Hon. William Dickson, pris­

oner of war, and Gen. Dearborn.
Ai.haxy, 14tm Avo., 181.1.

Sir:—
In behalf of myself and others, whose names are hereunto attach­

ed and designated l>\ their different avocations in the District of Ni-

51



agara, in tin* Province of l pper Canada, prisoners of war in Albany, 
in the State of New \ oi k. 1 respectfully call your prompt and animat­
ed attention, in your official character, to their case, arising out of a 
policy of war which lmd not been anticipated l»v them. 1 have there 
fore to state that on the 27th May last, when fitneral Dearborn’s 
troops entered the town of Niagara and Fort (ieorge was evacuated, 
many inhabitants of Niagara and its vicinity, with their families, un 
del the existing circumstances and under impressions favorable to the 
presumnl policy of the commander of the forces, remained at their 
In unes («“lierais I/*xvis and Ko\d gave me assurance of protection in 
person and property, and civilities with them and the officers of the 
army were mutually exchanged.

( >ii the 19th .lune 1 and others were taken under a guard and 
confined in a house in the Town of Niagara for two days.

We wore escorted under guard across the river to the American 
Fort, remaining there three days under unaccustomed privations.

From thence to Data via, Canandaigua, < icneva and Ftica, re­
maining at these resjiective place' for some time, making a procrusti 
nating route of about thr e hundred and lift\ miles in fifty-seven days.

I have the honor to be, sir. your obedient, humble si rvant.

William Dickson.

List of persons ordered in the custody at Niagara by order of 
Major-General Dearborn on the 19th, 20th, 21st June, 1913:

NON-COM BATA NTS.

Alexander McDonnell, deputy Paymaster, Gen. of Militia.
William Dickson. Ksij , Barrister at i«aw.
John Symington, F.«p, Merchant, D. M. Paymaster.
Joseph Kdwards, Kmj., Merchant, •lustier of Peace.
James Muirhead, Ksij., Surgeon, Justice of Peace.
Andrew Heron, Menha.it, Niagara.
John Grier, Merchant, Niagara.
John Baldwin, Merchant, Niagara.
John (Visiks. ( 'Icrk to Jas. Crooks. Merchant. Niagara
Haggai Sk’imer, Farmer, Falls, (il years «if age.

Doan, Farmer.
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------ Ramsay, hoy of .Stuimord.
John McFarland, Boat Builder.
William Ross, Commissariat.

MILITIA.

Ralph Clench, Es<p, Clerk of the Peace, Register of Surrogate, 
Col. of Militia, and Rep. (jr.-M. (Jen.

John Powell, Es«p, Register and Capt. of Militia.

George Law, Usher of Leg. and Capt. of Militia.

John Decoe, Farmer, Thorold, Capt. of Militia.

John MeEwen, Merchant, Niagara, Capt. of Militia.

John Jones, Taylor, Capt. of Militia.

------ Baxter, Funnel. Capt. of Militia.

Jacob A. Ball, Farmer, Niagara, Capt. of Militia.

William Powers, Farmer, Niagara, Lieutenant.

Jonathan Williams, Farmer, Niagara, Lieutenant.

John Bradt, Fanner, Ensign.

A list has lx*en f» und with names of those to whom passports 
were given Bee 11th, 181.3 : Win. Diekson. Jos. Edwards, John Gri­
er, John McFarland, John Crooks, J. Baldwin, A. Heron : who were 
returned to their homes.

£Hf) 1814 From an original letter of an American prisoner.

“(jVKKXSTOX, 9th J an., is 14.
1 >KAR Sir :—

It being very uncertain where my family are at this time, I must 
request the favor of you to inform Mrs. L-e that 1 am still a prisoner 
at the house of Gilbert Fields, that I am well, etc. Will you please to 
call on Mr. Potter for the balance of the money he has collect»*! from 
Malice and London on mv account. Also call on Mr. 1 Livid Heard for 
#1,000, the amount of the draft I gave him, of which vou are know 
ing. If Mrs. Ix*e is not near you, please give vour receipt for Iwith 
sums, which shall lx- g<w»d. But in case she is near, 1 wish her to re
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eeive the munev and receipt thereof—at all cents, 'et her have the 
Bjoney.

With respect and esteem.
Your obedient servant.

Amos Lick.
(’api. B. Cauryl,

Williauisville,
New York.

2Jlllp Stb, 181*4 Weekly distribution return of the Right 1 »ivi
sion, Major-General Hiall.

HkaI) <jVARTKR.S, FoRtGroROE, dui.V STII, 1 8 1 4

Fort Niagara, Lt.-Col. Tucker, 41st liegt. Stall": 2 1 officers.

Ko\al Marine Artillery—Four officers, five sergeants, one drum 
nier, fi2 rank and file.

41st liegt.—-25 officers, 29 sergeants, 18 drummers, 4(i(i rank 
and file.

100th Regt.—Sergeant, twelve rank and file.

Fort George — Lieut. Col. Gordon, Royal Scots.

Fort Mississauga—Major Evans, 8th liegt, 19th Light Dra­
goons ; three officers, six sergeants, one bugler, G4 rank and file, four

Provincial Light Dragoons Two officers, three sergeants, là rank 
and file.

Koval Engineers Two officers.

Sappers an«l Miners Six rank and file.

Iloval Artillery —8 officers, 3 sergeants, 3 buglers, 1(12 rank and 
file, two sick.

Ilicorporated Militia Artillerv I offi<*er. two sergeant*. 10 rank 
and file.

Koval Artillerv Drivers One officer, three .sergeants, one bugler, 
2s rank and tile, one sick.



1st Koval Scots -2i> officers, f)1 sergeants. 22 <lruminers, 72b 
rank ami file, 1 nl sick and wounded.

Nth Keginvnt 27 officers, 15 se’-geants, 10 drummers. 515 rank 
and file. 1 I sick and wounded.

100th Regiment à officers, I •> sergeants, 17 drummers, 2b I 
rank and tile, I 1 sick and wounded.

I ncorjiurnted Militia .'id officers, 27 set géants, 10 drummers, lOit 
rank and file.

Colored (J«»rj»s—One officer, 2 serge nits, 1 drummer, 22 rank and 
file, fuu sick.

H M

2Ôtb 1314 In tli • it*eou:ir givun hv 1 >t. I > mlop, o:t'* i
called “Tiger Dunlop, of his share in 1 In- X\ ar 

of 1S| 2 1 s 1 4. in* fells of arriving at Niagara in a gunboat the dav af­
ter the battle of Lund vs lame, and his waiting on two hundred 
wounded in a log building at Butler's Barracks. “There was great 
want of room, many lav on straw on the floor, others in berths one 
above another, so that it was impossible to get round them to dress 
their wounds. In the course of the morning 1 had my hands full. 
Din surgeon bad gone to Scotland in ill health, our senior assistant 
was exhausted with bringing his wounded down waggon after wag­
gon arrived and before mid-dav* I found myself in charge of 2 M 
wounded, including my own regiment, prisoners and militia, with no 
one to assist me but my hospital sergeant, who, luckily for me, was a 
man of sound sense and great experience, who made a most able se 
votid. But with all this, many a |»oor fellow had to submit to ampu­
tation whose limb might have liern preserved had th re lieeti time to 
take reasonable care of it, as it was tletter to convert a troublesome 
wound into a simple one to save the patient’s life. 1 never under­
went such fatigue as I did on the first week at Butler's Barrack s Tie* 
weather was intensely hot, the flies were in myriads and lighting on 
the wounds deposited their eggs so that maggots were bred in a few 
hours, producing dreadful irritation, so that long liefore 1 eouhl go 
round dressing the patients it would lie necessary to in-gin again, and 
as 1 had no assistant but my sergeant, our toil was incessant. For
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two (lavs and nights 1 never sat down. When fatigued 1 sent my 
w rvaîit down to i he river for a change of linen, and having diued and 
dressed, went hack to mv work <|iiite refreshed. < >n tlie morning of 
the third day, however, I fell asleep on my feet with mv arm eudirae 
trig the [Hist of the hevth. It was found impossible to waken me, so a 
truss of straw was laid on the floor on whivli 1 was deposited and a 
hospital rug thrown over me, and there 1 slept soundly for five hours 
with-»ut ever t inning.

My instructions were as soon as a in :n could lie safely removed 
to ship him to York, and as the whole (list un-e was hy water convey 
mice and there were ships of war always in readiness, and as my men 
were eminently uncomfortable, I verv soon thinned mv hospital, and 
tile few that remained were sent to a temporary hospital and I was 
despatched to Chipjiavva.

1814 Hope CotTAUK, 14th Sept., Foirr (ïkoRCR. This is a letter 
from Mrs. .lenoway, the wife of the Royal Kngineer who liuilt 

1’ort Missusauga and the earthwork fortifications hehind Brock s 
Monument, which have been thought to lie the work of Indians, the 
Fiench or the Americans, so that two points are made cieav hy this 
letter in the possession of a lady in St. Catharines :

“ It is now five months since vour hmther was made Assistant 
Kngineer at this [dace. I left York on the tith dune to join my bus 
hand at (jueeiiston, he h iving been ordered from F -rt (leorge to erect 
fortifications there. Five thousand of the enemy landed at hurt hrie. 
Mr. Jeiiowav was left to command Queenston and the fortifications he 
had constructed, hut as our army hail to retire afver a hard battle, 
with only fifteen hundred British to oppose so many, consequently 
your brother had to blow up the hitteries and go to Fort (leorge with 
Ills men and guns Previous to that 1 had to retreat with the child 
roll at nine o'clock at night. Me went to the 4* Twelve, where we 
stayed three weeks. My lmsliand has now the entire command at 
Forts Reorge and Mississauga of the Kngineer s l>ept. I he latter is a 
large Hew fort, which he had the direction of et the commet renient.



and concilier» *d tin* largest and must important in l j*p»*r Canada.

(\\> an- indehtid to tin* Hun. .F. < i. Currie fur this information 
obtained in a letter belonging tu Mrs. Sixtmt, of St. Catharines.)

m
Spectator, Z3,lblbS, 1310 In a eupy fur May is til,* ful

lowing a< I vert i sentent, signed 
Half»* Cleneli : “ Materials for building ga<»1 and court house, Niag
arm, to In* deliver,*»! in June and Julv : 2*1 toises stone, J.1U lmsln*l«. 
lin.e, 20<I thousand hriek, s<|itare oak timher 14x12, 20,000 ft. pine 
luniher. 20,01 K) ft. IS inch shingles.

From the report of the Loyal and Patriotic Society, 1 < 1 <, \»e 
learn : “ The Soeietv granted £2~> to Dominick Henry, who kept the
lighthouse at Niagara, and was exti«*melv meritorious. 11 is wife was 
very aetixe in assisting the troops on fir* 27th May, giving them i< 
fifshmeiits during the hat tie. <thiite a heroine not to In* frightened.

1317 A memorandum on an old yellow sheet of paper giv«*s the con­
trast ln*twi*«*n then and now. It is a list of the <*x|««*nses of 

li’pior for the fun«*ral of Mrs. Hew it, of t^ueeiist n, in 1 Si 7 Tie- 
items are for four days and include seven kinds of li«pmr. Thm is a 
custom that has fallen into desuet ml»*, and is certainly more honor» *d 
in tin* hn*a»*h than in the «ihservanre.

< ),-t. 2tit h. To !

Th.

JSth.

! »|t . Madeira wine 12s.
1 “ spirits Ss.
1 “ hrandv 12s.
1 “ shruh Ss
1 “ Fete riff» wine 12s.
1 M Port xx im* 1 2s.
1 “ spirits Ss.
1 •• Madi ira wine 1 2s.
1 “ shrub Ss.
1 “ Tenet i tie wine 12s.
I “ Port wim* 1 2 s.
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1 “ brandy ...........................................12*.
1 “ spirits.................................................. -Si.
1 gill ...................................................... (>s.
1 “ Madeira wine...................................... 1 fis.
1 “ gin ....................................................... fis.
1 “ gin.......................................................... 12s.
1 “ Madeira wine.................................  -s<

Üfith. T'i vasli for h-pioi s at tjuecnston and
digging the grave............................... £•’> -0 .<>

Flu- whole amounting to................................................£12 .4 .<*

In a \ vrv rare Ix-ok tin* re]--rt <-f tin* laival and 1 'at notu* Sorietv 
of l *|ijH*r ( ' mada. published in 1 * I < at Montreal, may In* found mueh 
relating to Niagara. The reasons for the formation of the Society are 
given. First: Hie armv had neither arms n«»r vlothing ; they ware 
fir-t armed at the exj.eiise «-Î the eiiemv : private stihseriptions from 
V-.rk : tl -nnel shirts were made nv the ladies for companies between 
Fort Frie and Niagara. S-*--ond : par distress of families a su I-scrip' - 
i--ii of one tenth <*f tin in«*oilie of sub-vida rs m Monti'-*m1. to *i 
l/iihlmi i:i England. Nova Sent in. -I tmaiea. I li • Duke of Kent, fat h 
i*r at k'u 'ii Victoria, siilernh *. t li!» r.i'lv : tin* M : i i in t ana la gave 
one «lav’s p iv. It .* v. Dr. Addi< -n and Dr. S' rarii ui person illy dû- 
tribute» I ii N »va S . ia fund :< >r t a ose su l-*ring tr-nn t In* burning •• f 
New ark. Medals wen* struck V• In* given f »r in -lit. In tbe Niagara 
Peninsula between il 1.* *• •* i mid i." a.t H il I was distribiiietl. (îisirge I ; 
was given i‘‘iH fr-'in lia* fund t-» «Ir-tribute at • M : le t reek. Mr*. 
See-ml to di>ti imite at St. I »avi«ls. Dr. Mnirl-eaii bad !**vli rxes*od 
inglv aetiv-* in assisting the «listn*ss«*d, an-1 although lie ha«l lost a. 
most all at the luivning <»f Niagara, w.iiild nveivu n -thing trims the 
S -i*ietv, but «Tti-iide I n itien-s gratis.

A statement is given < > t.-b-r. !S1T, sigmii by John Stniehan 

( lÜKbop Siraeliatil who was tieasuivr.

At a uni* mg i:i Man'll. Is 1 i. i' is nvi-ti-med tbit Mr. <"leu h s 
bouse, the only o:i • romianiiig n town, was b:irne«l n**ri ientallv on tin* 
14tIt it’.st., with el-»- lies. I---'ding. etc. ! h**n* "en* s<*\etit«i*n people 
living in it. as tlv* S'ewails. -in wen* cousins. h oi tak«*n refuge t1 en* 
when thi ir 1mm ~e burned. !î.ilpli ( letich. tin* n«irr. l»**iug a pris­
oner of war.
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From Tin- (.«leaner nevvs|inper. start»*»! in 1 s 1 7. we Irani of raees 
held mi tin- race course mailr liv the I'm f ( 'lull in I « i'7. A liull given 
afterwards 1 >v the oHieers of the 70th Surrey in their mess room. 
I tim ing was kept up till five in the morning.

Another it «‘in tell» of a famous apple tree near town vvliûdi pro 
• lured thirty bushels of apples which would ill ike three barrels of rid 
er worth five dollars a liarrel.

P P
(fo tfï -s

é'Cpt. 131/ Here is a curious reference t<• Sir Walter
Scott. We remeiidier how jeasoiislv was 

guarded the secret of the authorship of ••The W averlev Novels. 11 is 
brother in (';.nada had lufii mentioned. Imt we had not known that 
his luother was in Niagara as Paymaster of the 7 " h Surrey. Sir 
W alter did not «••knowledge his authorship till tlie failure of the great 
publishing firm, which he so nobly r«*deemed

I n the journal of ( ' ip! Lings on. I Si 7. describing a trip from 
Phi lad Iphi a to Nie'ara, is found this jiassage : ” S at. ifii. I > I 7
look t hr stag»* at ft for N *w .irk. I! •e-lr-l Ko t < !<■< • b.-! ween >
and H and w. nt t o the inn kept liv A 1 v-gei> Next «lav went <ss 
t i tin American fort. <hi return t liked with Major I »aw s, «,f !l!f h. 
a" For! fieorge, I titled with m ss of « lllh I tegt. I lu-V live well and 
have a good mess room Next «lav visite»! F-a t Mississauga. a strong 
little star fort with a block tower in 11n* centre. Foil <»••««rge. a mile 
higher up. ha« Ihvii curtailed «me half *«eli. liniek lies under tile 
flagstaff in tin- highest List ion and I waike«| over tl «• grave of the 

gillani soldier. S-pt. "J'lth started on stage. Passed tlimugh <^ne« n 

st«in. Saw remains of s. ve r.tl re«louîi5s. A tall p «le like a flagstaff is 

envied on tin* sjK,t wIhmv tieii. I»r«**k fell, alunit .‘Flit yards from the 
r-««I. Finding Ik* hail left some articles in Niagara. Ik returned to 

1 he inn *«f A. Rogers, and was pleased to find them. •• ’Pm- next day 
a • p i • b •' it ( " •!. i.-.uit A g i d *:i. S iw <‘i«t Vavasour. S j«t ."l l h 

start»*»! at 7 ««ehvk. Plagued with the harness. • n«t >• «me string at 
Mr. Suit 1 s. 1‘av u is-er ««: tin- Tilth, who lives three miles from Fori 
•h-orge. Slid t«« le t lv author »»f “(ïiiv Masimving. •• XX .iverb'X. 
»-?«-. I *isapp «iiited at n««t seeing him. Tiles** n««'»ds are supp «se«| !•« 
I> *k»-’i li'-«l In Mi. and Mrs. S .«it, I ml f:ui>heil for tin- press |»\ th« :r



I»riitiirv Waller. Such i<- llie opinion of the ofiiccrs of the 70th!!‘

A timl has lately I men uia<le liy Mr. Clarke, of Toronto, xx ho found 
that the die of the medals was <iill kept in Kngiund. He hail tu •verni 
ma-le. The dcsgn is remarkable. hav ing the American eagle attack 
Hig the Canadian I weaver defended hv the British lion, the Niagara 
river dividing the combatants. The medals. for some reason, were not 
given the first consignment. It is said they were not accepted, from 
some fault. S<nne say that the Canadian and American sides were m 
versed. I he question as to what l>ec.Hine of the initials has now I wen 
ascertained, as in the history of the Toronto llnspitfd hy Mr. Clarke, 
it is seen that they wee sold and the money used for the hospital in 
I > 1 it. I here were ->(’>1 and silver medals sold for £."i!m .it 11.
They were -.'. indus in iliameter. They «en* •>I of gold, the irst oi
<il"v cr.

üiagara Spectator. 3Jnnr 18th. ISIS \n aee..imt ..t th.

presentation <•! a set
oi eolovs at * iiim-hy ; *• 1 he annual meeting of the 4*11 Heg;., I.in
«•ohi Militia, at Cirimshy. A set of Colors. eoiiM*rratcd l.\ Üex. \V. 
Sampson, who delivered an animated oration, after whieh the <"o|«us 
««re piesi nt«‘d I » v the two Misses N elles, earli addressing a few words
to tIn* oiiirers and men Miss K Nellessaid: “These «•nines are pre
settled to the 11 It liegt. of Ijlieulll Militia Ulibei a lived e. n\ let i« !i 
that vmi will do honor t • them on every « •evasion, and should you
agair. Is- called on to defend your country front an invading f'*e. mav
your united endeavor* as Iw*r<*tofu*t? I** «-row urd wjih success hv the
<i.m| of .1 usiire. and may these liauiier,. sanctified hy Mix un* lietirdu t
Mil. remain tit ulhed as s\u:Ihi!s of \«mr loyally to su«*eiT*«liiig genera 
lions. Miss M N,■!!«•> then said **Mv friend lias left nothing foi 
me to add to the brave oiiirers and men of tin 11it |.in«- «In Militia, 
except that to s.|y, “that there is am* »l«Mtl»t of their xolunlaiilv 
defending xxsth their lives these odors now confided to tien vltarge. 
would Ik* to «suitradiet tlie ittnny p oofs they have pulilu lx given of 
their loyalty and Imtxeiy. May your arms always pr«K|»er against 
the enemies «it v«iiir count rv. Tim evening was close»! with a social 
party and d m«v at the I.ieut, Colonel's < IJoht, N cl les)



fîfcigàl'tl ^peitfltor, 9pril 9tîj, 1819 This number contain*
a long letter from Rob­

ert Oourlny to the resident, land owners of Uppier Canada.

Two coin nuis are devoted to the District Common Schools. The 
teachers are requested to go from house to house, inquiring who j*«»s- 
sess a copy of the Holy Scriptures, and if without, can have one for a 
quarter of a dollar a month, and if not able can have it gratis on ap­
plying to S mm ‘1 Street. Falls Mills, Secretary of Niagara Bible S n-i- 
ety. Signed: Haifa Clench. Rules for schools are printed, ten in 
number.

(

(Æ.1

jltagara Spectator, Jftfa. 4tfj, 1819 “Proposals fur Ks^h
lishing a < ’ireulat ing Li­

brary in the Town. Rules are given. Subscriptions in advance, ten 
dollars. Subscribers to have access to all hooks in the New Book 
Store. On another page: “.lust recoRed at the Niagara Library 
the follow ing 1mmks. Those advertisements are unsigned, hut i: R 
known that th • Niag..rw Library was in charge of Andrew Heron, 
who was at diflcn ut times its librarian, s, rctarv and treasurer. and 
eventually lavaine its owner. In thus** days jieople were willing to 
pay for the privilege of reading, when ten dollars were ask<*d yearly. 
It is no! kimwn whether the Circulating Library was formed, hut 
there was a library iu I s--*« and again in B'l lan1 advertisements for 
magazines and reviews for a Circulating Library, and St. Andrew s 
( "lunch Li 1 iran* w : - firmed in 1 -S.*V), as <hown by th • printid i-.-itu 
login*.

The Mcch.it • lu-titute Library W.I* firmed in 1 ■< 1 S, now the 
Public Library, s., • bit then* has lv*en a continuous library in the 
town from 1 SO'», n’V h can la* said of no «cher place in Ontario.

The St, An h w"< f1 VahigU" of l S3} shews l.O-l I volumes, and 
th-' - were ad led • . :i l *"• L The Li lira ry of 1 ' • • - I *-J • als<» ha-1 
l.O.'lO x oiu.nes. a< «}, *■ in by the catalogue. To this miv 1h* a Id d th * 
\ du dil • library <«f R !! i!i."t A IdRoJi, for a l*»tig fini* in the p <s 
sessi m of his gr in ?' • !. Hr. S; -veils m. n iw in tin* U s-.ory of St
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Mark's, consisting of 1,000 volume*. mam* of them extremeiv rare, 
large folios.

A small map of 1*19 hv C'.ipt. 11. \ avasyur, I îoyal Engineers 
(c ijiic 1 from the Archives) came into existence from a curious dispute 
between the military ami civilian elements. John brier, a merchant 
livre, wrote to the Governor in Quebec complaining of the injury done 
him hy the filling up of his tan pits by the order of Vavasour, ani 
Vavasour on b ing reproved writes defending hints If. sending a map 
-hewing the plot-- offerts! to Grier in exchange in 1*17 and 1*1*, 
which lrui lieen refused hy him. The Governor is asked to, select a 
-pot, hut refuses. A long correspondence ensues, finally settled i* 
lNiJO. Vavasour explain**! , hat the site desired bv Grier is too near 
the town, the church and the engineers «piarters. 1 be whole hank, 
he sa vs, is ]irovide<i with springs.

A Vnion Sumlav School was in existence in Niagara in 1*19, 
held in the School House of St. Andrews Vimreh, what is now tin* 
Sexton's House, and where Oiviiic Service was held after the t hureh 
was burned in 1*1J. John ("rooks conducted it for fourteen years. 
Am mg the teachers were I >r. Miller, Mrs. Miller, Miss \ oting. li *v. 
"1" (Veen, A. II T.m. Mrs. 11 ■.••on. etc. A curious s.,rt of acrostic of 
the names of C'nris: was comp i>ed bv Hr. Miller in Is'--, also at one 
time a superintendent. It was committed to memory by the chill 
ivii. a:»! Mrs. t" mier, the grind «laughter ot l>r. Miller, at eig. «y four 
could récit - it. It begun :

,\ was an Ax-.EL. «•aim* down from the sky.
1$ was the I »H a veil exalt cd oil high.
C was tile < 'oVNSKr.LoR w |o go.nl Coll lise! gave,

I) tile I >ELIVK;:K:t from death and the grave.

A li-t i in existence of the niemlmrs of a <*lass of Iwys i't the 
Simdav School.

(1st.

(Z*«*. :t:Q 

(Na. *•:•;>
( IJoin. 1 I :Ll,i >

1510 ■ 1523 From the volumes published hy l*nl»rrt Gom lay w«
learn mu«*h of his troublous days anil of the eolidit 

i in of Canal i, lie was eonfined in Niagara jail for eight months in
1*19 ;uul hmislvd illegally bv a misiiiti rpretatioii of the Alien A«'t
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of 18()t and false evidence given. He is often cal le i the “Banished 
Briton " It is not generally known that in the petition drawn up l»y 
him to lx- presented to the British Parliament, many of the change* 
for the betterment of out country were outlined for Canada nearly a 
hundred years ago. It was recommended that a union of all the Pro­
vinces should take place, tha. each Province should govern its own lo­
cal affairs, that there should he a Parliament for the Whole, that 
there should he no duty on goods between Canada and the Vnitvd 
States, the improvement of navigation on the St. Piwrenev, that the 
Clergy Reserves should h ■ sold and applied for education, that Can­
ada should support its military and naval force, so that no exp-use 
should fall on Britain, and finally, that Canada should he i p vs wited 
in the British Hons*- of Comm ms. This s’vws remarkable foresight 
on t he part of (iourlav. *vho cvtainly was a in m far ahead of his 
time. Kvery one of these, with me- exception. ha< been gained by 
strenuous exertions after stnmg opposition. If not vet represented in 
the British Parliament, we know- that at least three Canadians are 
niemhers. (Iourlav, a man of unimpea bible integrity, immense ener 
gv and a man of eager, restless -.piiir, would hr so n • 1 » • e.il!<‘ 1 an agi 
tutor, l>nt we cannot hut f<*el svnviatliv for one ever strong tor the 
light, 1 nit sometim s unfortunately i:i the wrong.

1819 In the diary of John («oldie, who walked the greater jsirt of
the way from Montreal to Niagara t«• examine the botanical

productions of Canada, he states that “the only building worthy of 
particular notice is the jail just out of town. It is a large, two storey
brick building, very handsome, and is considered t » Ik* the liivsi build
ing in Canada. At present it holds within its wall- the celebrate 1 
(Iourlav. Tiv,* papers ar<- full of his writings ai 1 * Si «. • of his .n i m 
cuts. 1 suspect his greatest fault is i i speiking t • > nuav truilis

1821. Statutes of (Upper Caitaba Tw,, Acts rein m ti„
weekly maintenaiiee of

insolvent debtors and t * » fixing «>f limits in tin of the Province.
In tin-first case a we-kly allowance of five shillings, [livable on



f.i:

•Ai «| -fi.w.nij .>iji jii |ii.)<( .u(i ii! i!. ni H.n ;i| jin«j *j.>.\up

V Al( IMAlJjl .U.»A\ | ->.»>.|lt|( >(..V|l| .1 III»| Al| II \\IM(» Nl!|\ . | •►|li‘(.»

>(..i!|H ijii.w (MJ.iaim UiiüÜKM AllUW af.liij i: si: w .-J i . l[ .111 | vl,|*'!a||

l»l .»iî.lli. J) l.Üi,| V» >lJl:illlllM .ill l IIIIUJ U.iVl 1 VJ.lAX |;l \" sll|

(Mil: î(. iua [i-j.ni. {) }•• sun iu.>j . t(i ii.M!a\ iir.;>.uil m .w | *f f.< [ M ii

MH:l -»‘H "o.. llsi vjvfvtv__________________________________ _____ ___________

ni lui.q Jim (U tr.ï.m.i..s|iiiiii.q( | l'4Gi£ ’^JVl

•I.IAU .11(1 -MM.11! ftllilitllt v s M.I (i: S?;.1- u xi-. . Il nl( ,:il!1.l ; [ 

•S.HH y .ir|l nJ uf 'H ij-jî JôJ (Mus SVA\ fii|i î: j1l(: <1 Ji ls .1. l(,uil\'

Miiiuij (>[(• .ii.n(i ni .i.i vu .M(i ssn.i.n: I..>11,1 nj.).I A-m; j ^ *in*|i.\\ "i
m.'.tjl 1111a\ if in q.i (j V >;■ i. ( in: ( .«ai ni a'|im i} i. i n •( • VJ

•A.iimm .u(i (mu.hu.u (Mil! .i.ii( 

)i|,i>( ,)u.m ) .i(\; -.«uiiiq .iiiiim jmt! j.iai.i u(i »iu.n: fiiiiiiiii;us u.i.is suxx 

.1.11:111 .11(1 sl(}Ul III n.Wl U J - OjV| .11(1 AI, JMArVXUl». si 1| ( : f ( s .11-1

' X '** V.< >( ‘.I. iv \\ i" III III.1(111. f V 111 .1.11 III A. .if I ([is HI is I . . I | I I! 

V.li:f L! ^ u. MV. l-l | a" VAX J|l l( f I * ! A j | •.Mill , ) Ul(l[.l'| (\ 7 <" S ! li 1

S|l ill mi: III ,s. St u ,M|1 (I.I.I, |:.si I .) AJp.l- II.if

nu \.sa»if ii.ia.i (-I.V ,i<.ii l( . i[l m A.mis .1} | i .usa .i>..i[i t «| ‘sn .i | i.i: 

Sfl 11 1(11 11 jn .. 11:1.11 sll.l tl 1.1.1 .)[• |1 >[.ll III.‘.I II (Ml . I| .»A1 l[ . (l.V| .’.<(

KA.m.IIlIlf f HO( A11 II.IA.I (III! S.I.I.XIJ ssit.i. 1; . III! |[ A| AX .11. l[4 | III)

114 S[i:uilUK JO 11 (11(1! .11(4 f III AX.lIJS [ »(«. 1 .1.11! s.M.IOls Sltol.llt., Ill ^ ^cS t

m

„N.‘V
siiji 411 Stiissnl mu .1.1441: (Minv.if ,U( A((iiniitiv sjiimnd A*ijt( ji> unis 

Mill lllljl *,>J1[ stl( f||I.Hl|> III Ms 11, ill 1! lllll[ inv.lf 111 HI.MIiAiîx.l s[ 1| s,).ll x.T.iS 

fl|l>| pull rift! (I.I.IIIVA()V S|l| nil..14 Sl.*J,M( .. (HIV ‘Appil.'ssy 411 MSIII J 1 .>(((« 

-.molli, j ( .11(1 1.4 liiv|'!vi[ ) 41 « s.illtip ,11(1 p.if.l1!t(.)sl(> A Villi I III l! (!:../ Ijil w

S.IIMA .\;.lll(l 04 Si n III - 11 I .\- 1.1.11(1 4( • X,.1( .1(1 S| ,u. i; W .. M.llA.I.iS (in

H i 11 ! J I 111: f U(I| SI 1 j .11.4 ‘A'lqUI.-ssy 411 .Ism ( | 01(1 Ju U|V(i'l;I(;") ‘Hl>s|(.pV

>1 v .M(i 01 .i.iiiVAvmii (vu<uii()pv ioj i-Y H\" nit; 1
"AI 114-11.1 4<> 4110 ji >f.iv.i(.isi(> , <( (p ijs .1.11:1 si.nl .M(i 4n. hi 

Avil t[.ilis JO 4[injs)|‘ 111 ] 111! ‘.10411 .1.1.) .1^1 Ac I ,1(1 Ul .<1 04 SI ‘.\l (IK IV

>111 . 

M.

.40

A«(l I

I I l‘(

I ->!VJ 

milt

A*. Ul I j 

J<‘ Alj 
(l.'.)llll 

J«l III

.111 I .11 
if V I! 

J.111,1 

.Ul: si 

HI p.14 

A1( (I.! 

S!l| Jn 

4l(f js,i 

li.an.is 

.)s11, |l>

*»«0 

•>i(l 11: 

|>NIU 

4VI|) -,

-ll[ 11A\|

-"»<l 3

1! .\(JV. 

s.|f lll.-lj

Xq du
(Ml(S|Ui



like, though very young, T followed, walking with the procession and 
U*#k again to Niagara.”

Iltlp 15tf), 1823 A letter from Alexander Stewart, a lawyer in
Niagara, gives the losses of Mrs. Campbell, tin*

widow of Fort-Major Campliell, who died in Decenilier, 1S1 -, and 
was buried at Fort George. The letter .tells of the house, x 24, 
furnished in a handsome manner, als > him anti outhouses, all bum -1 
and the furniture plundered. “I remember hearing of her having a 
sum of money taken forcibly from her hand. The house was valued 
at £1200. Her case requires commiseration. Left with three child­
ren, one an infant, she walked four miles, carrying it f<u Ixiptism, ami 
wn its death had to dig grave and cover its remains.

1820. Jfirst ^3ocm. It is believed that the first poem publish-
etl in Upper Canada was “Wonder of

the West, or a I>av at the Falls of Niagara in 1S2Ô. i! xv.is printed 
at York by Ci. Fothergill the same vear, simple signed bv a Cmidian. 
The writer is now known to have been J. L. Alexander, tv teller in 
York Grammar School, afterxvar Is incumbent at SUt fleet aid Bin- 
brook. An imperfect copy «•»>■. found in a garret of the tow i. lint bv 
the kindness of Dr. Bain, of the Toronto Reference Library, the first 
eight pages were supplied, copied in his own ban i writing, our eopv 
lx-ing thus tint only a rare book, but a in 'atonal of Dr. Ita n. As a 
poem it is not of a high stand ird, hut i< ehiellv inter -sting t • us a* 
giving a description of the town, the river. Queenstoii, lï.-.x-k s M mu 
ment, the Falls, etc. A few lines may he given :

l pun the rivers eastern side
A fortress stands in warlike pride, 
Ontario’s surges wash its base 
And gradually its walls deface.
And from its topmost tower displaved 
.X flag with Stars and Stvijies port raved. 
Upon the west an ancient mound,
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1,1 The Union Jack and British ground.
Nor distant far another stands,
Which the whole river’s mouth commands.
Between the two lays Newark Village.’

The fruit trees along the road te (jaeenston are mentioned, also
Bro 'k s Monument and tin- winding staircase on the outside. A ref­

ill the
t ^ erence to the death of Col. Nichol, to Table llock, the ladder made

from a tall tree, etc., the romantic meeting of two lovers who each had 
thought tln‘ other dead. There are 4S pages.

3pril. Î Si 5 1’rom an original letter: “This is to certify 
that <m the 11th Deeeiiilier, 1825, I paid to 

Mr. Jno. Wilson, of Niagara, hv order of Mis. Marv Truesdell, exe­
cutrix to the estate of the late James Rogers, of Niagara, deceased, 
the sum of two hundred and eighty five pounds currency on account 
of the losses Mistaiued hv tin* late James Rogers during the war.

Korbut Grant.
(jueenston, 2d Xpv., 1825.

m pu'S'îî oSw

j^îiilÇdrn sÉVCiinCt", î 3 JG At the Assizes three thieves were

sentenced to be hanged 25th October. 
\t the time appointed 1 lionsands tl irke 1 from miles to sv the execu­

tion and were greatly* disappointed when at tin- last moment a re 
pi ieve arrixid.

Glf.axkk. 1 >2fi “Surprising feat o; agility i . old age. Mr. Win. 
DuulMi-, a earpenier in his 77th year, ascended by a very ditlieult per 
p ni lieuiar ladder to the summit of the iimimiiient t<i General Block, 
where he levelled, p’liiabe l and plan<1 the semi eircular arch on the 
top of the in Moment, 1 15 fl. from the base, and continuel, there near­
ly six hour -, when lie descended the juddei with the agility of a sail- 
or. Mr. Dunbar is a native of Scotland. Signed : lVter McArthur, 
•las Mi Naughton. contractors, Ivi. De Field, Win. Foley.

Glk.xnkr, J \n. 2 s ru. 182fi F rum a Gleaner of 18.12 we <piot**d
an account of the celebration of St. Patrick's Day, and in another was
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was told that of St. Andrew's Sovietv. Tn Tin* G"vaner of 28th Jan­
uary is the account of a dinner on January 25th to the memory of 
Robert Burns, shewing who were present, what toists were given amt 
how the day was celebrates! three <piariers of a century ago.

“At six o’clock forty sat down to a sumptuous dinner. Jas 
Muirhead and Dr. Hamilton did the honors of the table. After the 
cloth was removed, the following toasts were Inmk, and the music 
was furnished by the band of the Tilth Regimeni.

No. 1. To the memory of Robert Burns. Tune: “I’m Wealin’
A va, Jean.”

2. The King, 4 Times 4. Tune: Hod Save the King.
3 The Land of Cakes. Tune: Kail Brosc.
4. Rose, Shamrock and Thistle. Tune: All XV ho of B it- 

nin Bear the Name. ’
f>. Karl of 1 >alhousie and lirh ish Colonies. Time: British 

Grenada rs
G. Sir Peregrine Maitland. Time: Briti h Grenadi rs.
7. Scottish Wives, Scottish Bairns and All Who Lie in

Scotchman’s Arms. Tune: Came Under Mv Plaidie.
8. Wooden Walls of Great Britain. Tune: Rule Britannia.
9. Duke of York and the Army. Tune: Duke of York’s

March.
10. Lady Sarah Maitland and Canadian Fair. Tune: Green

Grow' th« Rushes (>.
11. The Great Unknown. Tune: A Man’s a Man for a’That.
12. Washington Irving. Tune: While Cockade.
LI. The Greek Cause. Tune: Scots What Hae wi* Wallace 

Bled.”

Some of the true sons of Caledonia continued till an early hour 
next morning. It is not } «reliable these toasts were drunk in water, 
as would likely lie the ease at the present time. The three last toasts 
are suggestive of the time wlien the authorsliip of the Waverlev Nov­
els was still kept sacrct, though soon after ofienly acknowledged at a 
public dinner after the crisis, when Scott, found himself Uodc.r such an 
immense loud of debt, which he nobly made such herculean efforts to 
discharge. Washington Irving was the friend of Sir Walter and the 
Greeks were then struggling for freedom a year liefuro ilie Battle of 
Navat ino.
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iliagara ^Meaner, 1827 On Jan. 1 Sth an icehridge fount*»!, 
wliicli lasted for live weeks. Booths

for tin* sale or li»|iior wen* ]>ut up on tli«* iee.

Fbb. 2.’{ki>. A collection was taken iiji in the school of Mr. I >a
vi<l Thomjison in ai<! of tin* distressed Greeks, amounting t*> J]s. 1 .’.d.
This .va, the year of the Battle of Navariuo.

9ug. 3rt), 1828 St- Mark’s Clmreh was consecrated on Son-
dav, August .Tl, by the Hon. and Bt. Bev. 

Cln.rles James, Bishop of Quebec, in tie* presenec of His Kxcellency,
Sir Peregrine Maitland, hi< stalf and otlier dignitaries, the Bishop
preaching and tin* Morning Prayer* and Ivtanv hy Bev. Bobert Ad 
<lisoii ami Bev. Thomas Cae n, the assistant minister.

3ln Council, 6th August, 1S23 “Berriv.d tin- petition of tin*
Minister and Clmreh NX ani­

ens of Niagara, praying f.«r a tide to the land appropriated for the 
K i.seojial Cam *ii of tha. place. Be a 1 also the following report, «if the 
Surveyor G .a 11 llieieo i. Tae block of land within prayed for eon-
tains about f hi acres and a h t!r„ an l f irmcd parr of the Mi.it ary B»‘- 
servation adjoining the town at Niagara.

I pon which it was ordered that the grant of lain! within alluded 
to lie granted in perpetuity to the Minister and Church Wardens of 
the Town of Niagara, for the purpose of a site for an Episcopal 
Church and Burying Ground, in the usual way and upon like trusts 
as in other cases upon payment of usual fries in similar grants to the 
Surveyor General.

Cleaner, IS2S 1<S14 1823-1S.1V, War Losses Major David Second.
In the Welland Tribune appeared mar.v articles

by Lt. Krnest Cmikshank, now General Cruikshank, who is ealleil the 
Historian of the Niagara Peninsula. His account of all the Ivittles
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there of the War of 1812-1814, his Documentary History in nine or 
ten volumes, all published by the Lundy's Lane Historical Society, 
all shew his research, his reliability, his non--] artisan spirit.

The documents loaned to Mr. Cruikshank shew that tl,e Secord.s. 
were among the first settlers in the Niagara Region, coming in 1 77 7. 
There were seven of the family m the Rangers who settled in Niagara 
or St. Davids. The first mill, 1783, was their’s, the materials supplied 
fry the Government. The house of John Secord is s|w>ken of in 1780. 
St. Davids took its name from Major David Secord, who obtained 
patents for f>00 acres of land near the \ iliage. In 170(> he was a Mag 
isf rate, and in 1811 Mendier of the legislative Assembly for 2d Lin 
coin. 11 is losses were great from the burning of St. Davids on the 
1 Oth July, 1814, or" which a list was furnished, consisting of two stone 
houses, one frame house, one Irani, one grist mill, one blacksmith shop, 
two log buildings, one store of merchant goods, all hi** household furn - 
true and family clothing, seven horses, four cows, twenty tat hogs, etc.

W e have heard of delay in {raving the war losses, of the deduct­
ions made, of the "length of time between the instalment, paid. There 
is a long article, o: rather {at it ion, of David Secord in 1837 to the 
House of Assembly, detailing his losses and his treatment by the Go\ 
eminent, notwithstanding his services in the war, an 1 of thirty 1 hree 
years in the militia. It ap|rears that his claims 'ad been allowed in 
1822, hut not. paid, and his statement in full was published in a Wel­
land paper.

In the Gleaner, Nov. 21th, 1828. is a long article giving the 
w mil's suffered lry Major David Secord. 1 le tells that lie is now an 
old man, having liven a resident for fifty one years. Had taken part 
in the battles of t^ueeiiston Heights, ( 'hippavva. Lundy s Line, Fort 
trie. and had lost property to tlie value of 82 >.(•(•')

In the Gleaner of January is reeordeii the de.ith o'" 11 life (’leneh. 
who Iiad liehl so many offices : Clerk of the Peace, Judge. Register of 
Surrogate, Colonel of Militia, Mendier of Parliament. Had been in 
Kings Stli Reg!., and also in Rutler's Rangers.
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1830 Extracts from Journal of Hex. -Ino. Oakley, a teacher in Ni 
agava, and afterwards Baptist minister : “1 arrived in Ning 

ara in October, 1M14, There I was appointed to take charge of milit­
ia stores, as clerk of the field train at Fort («eorge. In 1S1 f> ! mar­
ried Marv llenrv, eldest daughter of an artillery pensioner, Dominick 
Henrv, light house keeper. In 1816 1 was placed upon the reduced 
army list on half pay. Before I left Niagara the Lord enabled me to 
obtain means for building a chapel on the western side of the town. It 
is a plain, substantial building, 30 x 40 ft., and is now principally oe 
copied by the African race, tle-v being the most numerous members 
of tie church,

A child of Mr. Oakley’s is buried in the graveyard near the 
church.

Oct. 4th. Have b -en travelling, soliciting money from the breth­
ren of other churches to assist. The Lord gave me favor, and out of :i'J0 
subscrile-rs, several of them Catho ics, not more than 30 from our 
own denomination, manv of whom gave less than was expected

1830. IclÏJS. in (Pltanfr. Mr, (Jroat advertises his library, sub­
scription s4.00 a year. A Sabbath 

School Soeiet y at the Pme ( it oxc, Lhieenston lioad, adopt s a const it ut ion 
and appoints officers : Mr. Solom n Vmoman. president ;doseph Blown, 
vice-president ; (ieo Field. secretary : II. Brown, treasurer ; managers, 
Baniel Field, Bax id Kemp, Banici C ooper. Jas. Cooper, das. Durham 
d E. Ferry

Niagara Ferry. The proprietor having refitted his house boat, is 
now ready to conxcv horses, waggons, and passengers to and from 
\ oiiiigstown. Basseiigei's can be eonxc\ ed across the Niagara river in 
tile small boats at a moment's notice. Andrew Heron

In Cleaner for Drremlier, 1830, xxe learn that £7*><1 has been 
siibscrilwd for meeting a ! rcsbvterian Church, and plans and esti­
mates are asked tor the building, to be capable of containing 600 j*•«>



lî»t October, 1830. Hides and Regulations .if tin- Niagara Fire 
Company N». 1 printed liyA. Heron as a small 

Oifieers John Barker, Capt. Kdw. C. Cimpoell, Livut. .1. V. 
(’rooks, Tiras : .John Rogers, See. The c om]«am consists of two divisions 
of seventeen each. Other nainrsarej ohnGi<d] tin. Geo. Varey, It. Howard, 
•1 no. Clement, 1*. Fields, .1. MaeBride, .las. lingers 11. Wug.s'alF, T. Whit 
ten, II. McNally, Tims. Itivhanlsuii, A. Heron, .Jr., Jim. Davidson, N. 
Wall, .1. Kav A. Ilovlan.

A meeting of the IVmjieraiiee Soeietv in till* Methodist Minting 
llousi*.

I lie death of -John Seeord the e:irli<*st settler is reeorde.i, aged S<).

1831 A map in the possession of the Historical shows tint tin* Dar­

in »r and D'H-k Companv was formed in 1>‘->I. From newspapers 
it is learned that the marsh was part vf it filled in, part of it puni]>ed out 
and exoavatiii for the “Slip,” a foundry built. The King’s Wharf 
used la-fore was at Navy 11 ill wh *re it is told in magni!o<|iicut terms 
hv the ii-porter at the lann !i of the George Canning that “she glide I 
most majestically from the stocks to the noble waters of Niig.ir.t and 
t! latisl proudly mi its bosom. She is an elegant vessel xv || worthy to 
l»e.*r a name dear »o Canada and im;terisliahle in tlv* animals of Brit 
ish history. ' Thr G.izeteer of 1S4S gives the names of many steam- 
lmats and schooners built hen*. The first steamboat on I>ik«* Ontario 
was the Frontcnae of Kingston l-^lT. It has Ixrii a disputed point 
whether Canada or the Vnited Suites has the honm of the first steam 
lmat on Dike Ontario. An article by in a I’uibilo paper gives 
pictures of tin* Frontenac and states that the Ontario, the V. S. ves­
sel, was liuilt in I Si 7.

It is remarkable how many Imais connected with Niagara have 
been burned, the Krontenae near Niagara, the Zimm -rmaii, at Niagara 
Wharf in 1SG3, the City of Toronto at Port Dalhousie in 1SS|, t-he 
Cibola at I/-wiston Wharf caught fire in 18ÎJ5 and drifted dow n the 
river giving a sjiectaeular sight as well ivs a sail one for the thi-xl en­
gineer |icrislied. Dr. Seadding in his Toronto of old gives a vivid 
description of the loss of the Zimmerman at the Niagara Wharf \ug. 
L’lst, 1*6.1 concluding this. “Tlv* long shrieking of the steam whittle,
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ira Fin* 
s i .->mall 
it. J. V.
livisioni. 
iowanl, 

Win t 
sun, N.

t)«v resounding nmansan 1 convulsive sighs in a vai iety «»f keys from > In* 
tuhfv of th«* Imiler gnxe the «mlimkcrs tli<* ) ainfitl impression of sontr 
gigantic sentient cieatiiic liel|»l«*Kslv undergoing a fiery death am* 
suffering fuings protracted ami inexjin sxihle.’ The second mate «anu 
tue tirciuau, Patrick Lawless were Imrited to death.

Maitv stories an* told of the cap’uins <if th<* lake uf flair
ability and thorough sen mai ship, aima g othcis Ca;<t. (iordui, Ca|t. 
lin k. C-tj* . T'Vtihx'i and sonie leineinlh r Capf. Ht.lican Milluy as their 
bean ideal uf a -en ch| tain.

sxsz:

31 St ^tlav. 183! I I Vie Niagara 2'eaiier, «lir e î111 1**51, i- an
amuint of the et Icli;ui.i«*«, ai the la' i su 111«* 

foundation stone of S-.. AndrewsCiitn vu. A «le! «chinent uf the 7'ltli «>r 
(".uiH-n nian Highlanders was pre-cut. I lie prayer and addie s of lie», 
lôiiit. Me il i aie given ill lu 1. Tue pray- r was a:, follows ••.MmigiiV 
and Internai. Creator «if Heaven ami Kartli l*e pleasnl to prosper hy 
thv gracious providence this undertaking anil enable as happilv t«> 
complete what vm- have piously liegim. Preserve this huilding from 
fires, floods, st-Tins end all accidents that it may Ik- a sanctuary !<• 
TliV sincere worshippers to remote time. May those hy whose ( liiist 
ian liiierality it is en-eted, long enjoy within its walls the blessings of a 
pure gospel faithfully administered and heipieatli it to tlu ir jmsti r 
it v as evidence of their own true piety and of their concern for the 
real and immortal welfare of their ehildren and their eounlry. And 
may a seed arise up to sene ..nil praise Tim* when we are joined to 
our Father in the Temple a luxe. Now unto tin- King Kternal, Im­
mortal ami Invisible, the only true Uod, the Supreme Architect end 
Killer of Heaven and Katth lie honor and glory forever and ever.

It is remarkable in view «if the prayer f««i protect ion that St. 
Andrews has suffered from fne. hy lightning stroke, hy tornaihi, but it 
s ill stamls.

{Meaner, jftlar. 31st. 1832

the following. Mar. *J7tii IH.12.

At llie ni|uest of tin* debtors cun* 
limit in tin- Niagara <«a«d we iiiMTt

■■



Sir. If then; is a time when the kindness ami sympathy* of 
strangers entwine with the most secret fibres of tin* heart it is when 
tin* gloom of adversity has gathered darkly around and friends and 
acquaintances have dropped off, one by one t ill all are gone and left 
us in a s * i of trouble t< b * 1 » >rt* • down bv sum:; in Teiless wretch or 
driven to desperation bv despair. Then is the soothing of the strang­
er who promoted by humanity str. telles forth a hand t<> succor the 
unfortunate duly appreciates! and deep and lasting gratitude awaken 
i*d which no change of for1 urn- ran extinguish in a breast of ordinary 
sensihilit v. With these impressions. Sir, we leg to express « m r grati­
tude to Mrs. Stephenson, widow, whose kindness and liberality during 
the past winter call only in* duly appreciated by those who found their 
misery so much alleviated by it. Hut how shall we thank little Mary 
Stephenson, who comes to ns like an angel of mercy difludng hap­
piness to every heart and inquiring out and administering relief to 
every little want. We trust that the Author of all (ioodni*ss will 
protect her the rest of her life.

WY also have the honor to acknowledge many* f tvof- from Mrs.
( "apt. Mosiei and we are obliged to -I no. Crooks. I*. M. for hi< liberal 
donation of wood during the month of February. We have the lion »r 
to lie Sir, your oliedient servants.

There is a tine oil painting in existance symbolical of the .ilmve. 
.\ birdcage and hiid representing the prisoner and the jail and a 
young girl holding out food to the in na.e of the cage. It is s.id to 
have lii-en painted by one of the prisoners. It hung in a house in 
Niagara for many years.

^Meaner, ^CC. lltfj. I S3 2 pursuant to notice, the Trustees
of tin* Niagara 1 h<trivt *iiamiti ir 

Sell*ml lately appointed l>y the Lieut. ' i o ernor met when tile foil iw ing 
g ;ntle.ni ;li we.r«* nrewnt, 1 v'V.Thom is Creeii, Ile». Unlit. MrCill, -lames 
Melx iile. Holit. M airhead, Tli»>s. M r( ’oriuiek. Huiit. I tieksoii. W,n. 
t "lark, W ni. 11. Miller, ami <»eurge K ill. Ksquin-x.

H-solve* 1 !hli that this Kurd expiess their high sitisfu-;i*m :»t 
the lilwrality of .l.mi •* Munli-td. K«»bert Dickson and .l.*hn Claus. 
Ksquims the i'nist *cs «if the M irket bits for the iih-r.il appropriation 

• if i'VKJ tli-y h i ve in id • for the en* -lion of suitable buildings for a 
I >ist riet School.
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it!iy of 
i- « lii-ii 
I'is ;i lit I
Lilli l“fl
••till <u-

(Cleaner, .flot). 3rb, 1832 The l>n.k Company is excavating
till- mai <1; tu fur in a basin for ves 

svls chawing ten fn-t of water. In June 1 833, there* are now live 
vessels coming weekly, The < heat Britain, William tin* Fourth, l nit- 
eil Kingdom, tiie (juvenston from l’resvott and the I’nitcd States from

s'rang
■i,‘i: 1 In*

( tgdensburg.

. "ak i*ii- 

nlinary
iianu* i*f Princess Victoria the presumptive heiress of the British 
t liront*.r grati- 

during 
• I tBeir 

' Maiv
ig liaj»-

Ski'T. Ttii, 1831. Niagara Market, la*ef per pound d-.1, tod3.1, 
Butter <1 7A.

May 18th, 1833, <Ilkankii. A return of the population gives 
1 *>73 to the town and 1 910 to the township.

•lii f !-•
's< « ill

II M IN.

iili' T- ll

■ linn ir

(fdcancr, iîltir. 31 SÎ. 1832 A remarkable meeting called By J.
Kidd. Acting Sheriff to un*et at the 

( "mirt House (now Western Hume) at the nspiest of the yeomen to dis 
cuss the affairs of the rouin rv and draft an address tu the King. The

.U ,v »>. aeeuimt is\erv <*oiifiising ami conflicting, charges and counter charges go

ami a on f«»r wi-eks with regard to the meet ing. M r. .1 ax Cooper v as nominated

"-I' 1 tu < "hairnian also Mr. W mwl. uff, a show of hands hi iikiI tolie.socipial that it
was hard to decide. 1 lie Sherili desired the meeting to adjourn to the 
outside when M.\ Co iper was mule ( ii linn m. Mr. Dickson in 
t induced the resolutions, eleven in iiuinlicr, and an address to tlv King.

‘ilst.-rs
stating their lovaitv: full contentment with their present condition 
and their dct« tetin of designing and seditious men. Meanwhile

iiiiniir another me ‘ting was being held in the Court rn mi, eleven resolutions
i" ini' 

•hini'-N 
W*.i.

and an address to the King passed declaring their lovalty,But asking for 
aeli ingeof iiimand measures, referml to the war looses not 1 icing paid 
tleelar.il By tir- H une (mverniiieiit seventeen Years ago ami called for 
their p ivnieat also to the Crown Bind aliases. ITarli part v assert ei i

imi at that tie ns w.i «lie .«lily legal live!ing. The Kdit ir sums up desclar
"la ax ing tint while In upholds the constitution lie will fearlessly state what

a* ion lie liinks is wrong and mentions several real evils which demand re
fur a dress. Of coins.' we know these wen* not redressed till after the re 

Im'IBoh But this was tin* muttering of the stmiii which hid lieen going
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on since the time of Gourlay. How hard it is t<> do away with what 
seems to lie vested rights. Not till l SÔ t was Iîes|Kmsïble < «uvemment 
granted after a hard struggle.

1832-3 dust at the time that letters were received asking informa­
tion about the early years of the Grammar School in Niagara, 

several pages of foolscap were found in the chest containing the Commun 
ion Silver in the Manse, with minutes of meeting* apparently by 1 )r. Me 
( Till who was a trustee. letters to and from the Lieutenant Coventor, 
resolutions nineteen in number relating to plaits for erecting a suitable 
building. In those days the trustees were up]M»intcd by the Lt.-Gov- 
emor and permission is asked to appoint another teacher he having 
been warmsl to improve his classical attainments. The reply t* that 
it v ill no lie lieeessarv to go to the Mother Country a* proposed but 
that a eomjietent teacher can Ih- found in Canada. Four acres bail 
been granted fora site opposite Fort Mississauga on (j.ceii St. It is 
remarkable that though plans had been ma le as far lia-.-k a< !7i>s and 
now in IS.12 no jieinianont building was provided till lX7a for the 
High School, and the Public School in 1S."!t.

m §ts
gleaner. fHilP 1333 As showing the views held l'V some as to

the use of liipmra iotl r signed G. F. gives 
the character of son a "gel it lemanst vieil St oiciisn man of soi mil !< Mining a:i<i 
solid judgment luit of stern inorosencss. One day when inviteil todinnvr 
w it h friends, eithei from till1 ridiculoussupposition that three or four glas­
ses would impair his faculties or some other reason Ir a is observed to 
til! iiis glass onlv twice. When he withdrew for s .me minutes ii was 
ren arketl how strange it was that a man of such sn « rio. understand 

should laltor under SO great a foible. How strange to us now is 
socii language and vet ho* many arguments now in 1U20 are brought 
for waul for the uses of litpior.

Oft. 2nb, 1334 Hie contents of a document found lateiv will 
lie a surprise to some, to know that over eighty 

Wars ago the mendiants of Niagara wen* supplying go ii- 'o thoseot Tor
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ont». This issti »w n by svx'eral letters fri »m Rob *rtCathcartto Messrs Jno. 
R >gers Co., wh > did an imiu-nse business.at that time in this town in 
th • large three story brick building at corner of Rate and Queens Sts.i 
since taken down.

Toronto. Oct. 20th, 1834
“hear «Sir,—

Send me a chest of your best Twankay Tea ami I will forward 
the cash. Let me know how the election comes on.”

Yours, Robert Cutheart.

Another letter of Oct. <ith tells of trouble with the Custom 
House and an affidavit is requested that it was bought at the India 
sale Montreal which on being given, the price of the chest of tea was 
sent vith the remark “Trade good in ,g».»d spirits, cash plenty these 
times.” On April 24th 1830 he encloses fi tv pounds and speaks of 
fifty pounds sent by the Captain of the Canada.

ÛÔV)

jliagara Reporter. &cpt. 14tf), 1837 The article drs« rih.-s
the excitement in

tin- town when th«- order to tlx* sheriff to deliver tip 
Johnson Molesbv, an escaped slave eonfine<l in our jail charged with 
horse stealing. "Curiosity induced us to go up to the jail wlx-rv we 
found a nioth-x assemblage of eolon-d people drawn up in battle arrav. 
I p m irche I u n et i- immissione 1 offre r of the Royal Artillery with 
t’live of h-< in n inderr I iij» by our Mngist at<* to assist the sheriff. 
Rricoi* i I -av.‘-is! ire w- in a Hritish Colony 1 Nui one person of 
reqieeta'* |jtv would step forward to assist the officers and constables. 
Tue snldi-T- wi re ordered t.n charge and they entered the thick of a 
just 1 v in nriu 1 in ill Imt just then orders arrived from Toronto for a 
reconsidéra'i u of the cas and the multitude . ispersed with three 
cheers. Sin e wiring the above the Deputy Sheriff ivpaired to the 
jail with in l:iary and constables to deliver the slave to the authori­
ties of K *:it i-kv. Th • assistants were or lined to fire on the mob 
tlx* prisoner vs**.t;>:s| Imt two colored met were shot dc.-i<l and two 
wounded.

f>l



3BeC. 9tï) 1837 III the diary of Col. Clark, St. Catharines is it 

reference to the troublous times of the Rebellion. 
“In 1837Dec. 9th 100 volunteers went across from Niagara to Toronto 
to help against the rebels. Mr. Lockhart anti staunch friends front the 
Dock had fitted up in twelve hours the Britannica (dismantled) prov­
isioned her ete.jWarninghad l>een given at St. Catharines, wagons procur­
ed, some walker!, 50 cavalry formed at once, all went through mud and 
mire to-Niagara in three and a half hours, as they passed every win­
dow flew open, handerehiefs waved. The size of the boat only allow­
ed twenty horses. At six p. in. the boat left the wharf amidst cheers 
hut such a gale blew that they returned after three hours. Indians 
came in under Chief Col. Kerr of Wellington S prue, Niagara was 
filled Dec. 11th. The Niagara troop was under ('apt. Dickson

^Reporter, jfiap 26tf), 1837

m
The fishermen of Niagara last night 
captured upwards of fiOOO whitetish

equal to sixty barrels. They are sold at the beach at six dollars per 
hundred.

27 ftlarcf), 1839 .Vn account with the weight and pri -e of the 
Town Bell. Niagara Fire Company bought 

of 11. II. Wagstafl" Fire Bell, weight 70‘> lbs, cost .£71 si 1 d3. TbebU 
was put in place and rung the first time on Monday 27th March. 1839. 

The conn.littce, W. I >. Miller, James Monroe, II. Charles, W. Pros 
John Andrews, James Harvvv. The bell must have liven placed in the 
Market House as the present building was mu erected till Is IT.

IcllIQUSt, 1S38 In the aicount of Benjamin Wai., who was lian- 
islieil to X an Dieman s land f<>r his shave in the 

Relndlion, there is the patlvtiv story of his wife’s devntioii in efforts 
for liis release. He had Ih-vii sen tenets! to be lmti”isl at tin* jail ben* 
2'itb Aug. 1 This heroic woman went TOO miles t*i (Juel.ee to



intercede foi- a pardon from Lord Durham. The reprieve only arrived 
half an hour before the time appointed for the execution. She after­
wards went to England to try to obtain a pardon from the young 
Queen and had determined to go to Van Dieman's Land but came
back to intercede with another Governor. She was assisted bv Hon.
Win. Hamilton Merritt, Jesse Ketchum and others, and spent four 
years of her life in helping the prisoners. When he was at last re­
prieved it was found that he had escaped. Although he spoke as if
Ids health was injured hy his hardships he lived to be an old man
while she lived only a year after his release.

9UtgtlSt 14tl), 1840 111 tie Niagara Reporter are given the
speeches given at the great meeting vn

Quvenston Heights, when 8,000 people were present. Ten steam ves­
sels from Toronto, Cohourg, Hamilton and Kingston reached Niagara 
at ten and ascended the river, the hanks being lined with spectators, 
shouting b.-ing heard from shore to ship and shin to shore. It is said 
that those who had provided for the dinner lost heavily, as the 
speaking lasted so many hours that evening came on and the steamers 
started •• ith an enthusiastic, if a hungry crowd There were eleven 
resolutions, and the mover and seconder sjinke, giving an opportunity 
for twenty-two speakers. The speakers were: Sir Allan MeNah, ('<•!. 
Angus MrDourll, Mr. H. DrajM-r, Mr. Thorhurn, M PI*.: Col. Morris, 
2d Einaik ; Hon. Justice Macaulay, Col. Clarke, loth Lincoln : W. 
H. Merritt, M.P.P.; Col. Sherwood. 2d North Yoik; Col. R. Stanton, 
1st North York ; Hon. Chief Justice Robinson, Col. Kcrhy, lion. Mr. 
Sullivan, Col. Cartwright, 2nd Lennox ; lion. Mr. Justice Hagannan, 
Col. 11. Rattan, .Id Northumberland; Col. Kearns, 2nd ISatt Pro 
rott. The Lieut.-Governor, Sir George .Arthur, closed. Only two of­
ficers of the regular army who were in the battle wen» present : C"l. 
1 hillock and Major G irrett, of Niagara. This was what was called 
the “ Ixni'iSATlox" Mkktixu,’* after the blowing up of I hock s M<mu- 
iiiviit, when it was determined to erect a larger and finer one.

1842 The “Chief Justin Robinson.' IftU tons burden, Imilt at Ni
(apt. Hugh Rielianlsoii. Peculiar how Enormous
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cutwater, like a double-furrouglied plough, to cut through the ice in 
winter.

3>o<6 0>o<Q

ftlap 20tb, 1841 The Niagara Reporter has a letter signed
J. G. It., proving what had been said, that

the graveyard extended much farther than now: “Having been in 
formed that the h mes of individuals long deceased are visible in the 
road leading by the side of the English Church to the wharf. I visited
the spot and found on one side of the road the end of a coffin, the
fragments of a skull crushed by the waggon wheels, and a coffin lid 
worn away by passing feet. I trust the proper authorities will cause 
the re.» lins to be placed in the graveyard, or rem >ve the fence to the 
original limits of the consecrated ground/ Alexander Davidson has
three columns adv, rtising new books for sale and that of the Cana la
Spelling book hv himself recommended by Rev. A. X. ltethunr, Co 
bourg; R**v. J. Scott, Rev. Robert McGill and Rev. Thomas Crecn. 
The Canada Spelling book was used for years in the schools.

0/°<p

1841 frock's iflonument A d oeuiirnt relating to the funds
was held at Kingston -hth Sept.

1X42. A liidance on hand of £428 was recorded and delmn turns of 
£2800. It was agreed to publish the resolution of thanks to the 1 n- 
<lian tribes which h id contributed. “That the coiuinittvv lias received 
with the most lively satisfaction an account of the Mnuiticent Dona­
tions of the principal Chiefs and others of tile Cllippawasof the l ppev 
Reserve on the river St. Clair, the Humns and the Wyaiiilots of 
of Amherst burg, the Chippa was on the l>>wvr Reserve and Walp<ile 
Island on the vivi-r St. Clair, the Chippawas on the river Thames, the 
Moravians on the river Thum *s, tin* Mi msecs of the river Thames, 
the Oneidas of the river Thames, tin* Six Nations of the Grand river, 
the Mississaugas of the liver Credit, the C lipjwwas of the Saiigeen 
river, Like Hu on; the Ghippwaas <if tin* township of Rama, Like 
SiinviH*; flu- ('hippewiis of Snake Island, Lake Simeon; the Mississugas 
of Alminek, Rice Lake; * la* Mississaugas, of Itiee Lake Village in the



township of Otonulice, and of Mud and Balsam Lakes and the Mohawks 
of tile Bay of (.joint; .

I hv Committee have much pride in finding themselves associat­
ed with the brave and faithful warriors of the Indian Nations and 
have the greatest respect for the loyalty of their Red Brethren and 
they shall take care that their generous gift shall lie made the best use 
of, that as long as the Monument shall endure it shall tell their great 
mother the Queen and all their W hite Brethren that the hrave ami 
grateful Indians have not forgotten their glorious leader and friend 
and that they have helped to build the tomb over his grave. ’

N\ ho now in viewing the m< miment ever recalls the fact that 
the Indians contributed so generously to its erection? It i- well that 
such deeds should he remembered.

1843 Some facts regarding the lieautiful stained glass window in the 
chancel of St Mark s ch..rvh which are not generally known may 

lie found interesting. The simple design, the soft subdued colors, the 
chaste appearance of the whole attract attention and are a contrast to
the glaring colors and questionable taste of some more modern w indows
in other places. Several years ago the Rev. Archdeacon Mi Munay gave
tin writ i some facts which have not yetappeared in print. < if the three 
tics stained glass windows in Ontario that of St. Marks is the only 
one now in existence as both the others, that of Sc. .lames ( uthcdral 
and in Aneaster were destroyed hv fire. I ho chancel was built in 
! SR Severn' names were mentioned in connection with its construe 
tj<in. There would of course he the designers, the contractors and the 
workman, the names (Vaig and Me( anscland wi re mentloticd. 1 iiit!i 
or infoi mat ion it is hoped may yet come to light.

S^CUt. 2Ôtl). IS44 A document in the jmssession of the Society
give- the story of a eh lir now in St. Mark-

Choir. It is a list of subscribers in the Sund ay .School to pmelia-e a 
chair for the old clerk, the sum- varying from 7?.<1 to ‘id fi- It In-gins 
“Wh -reas the old clerk has returned to town and expect- to occupy



his place in the church so long as he lives and is able to attend divine 
service, it lias been observed that his seat on a stool is not easy nor 
suitable for him and an easy chair has been kindly thought of. This 
lias l>een made to order and will i>e an appropriate present to honor­
able age from the young as a mark of respect for his grey hairs and 
long service. The list of youthful contributors will be carefully pre­
served. ‘ The cost is £1 15s currency, the surplus for Sunday School 
books.” In the graveyard is a tombstone to John Wray, clerk for 
50 vears of the church.

Chronicle, jfcb. 7th. 1845 The weather this week has been <>f
the most wintry cast, the northeast 

wind blew its heaviest, accompanied with a heavyfall of snow, and it 
was altogether the most dreadful storm we ever witnessed, even in 
Cnii.-.da.

T1 e snow drifted tit mendouslv as shown by a fact unpreced­
ented in the memory of the oldest inhabitant .hat from Tuesday to 
Friday at 1 1 p. m. not a single mail has reached this town though we 
ought to have one daily. The steamer from Toronto has discontinued 
her trips no doubt in consequence of the hay in Toronto Iving frozen 
over.

< >ne of the oven hie mails arrived <>n Saturday at noon brought 
by a m in on foot who start-.* 1 with it from from St. tilth irine-i at i<> 
o'clock tin* piwious day and reports the mad to he almost impassible.

Observe in the above there was no railway train, no eievtr'e 
car to bring the mail, just the stage coach alone, but the steamer ran all 
winter when practiable between Toronto and Niagara.

^UltC 20tb,lS4MS46 111 an old record book is some account of
the Niagara Tenqienuivc Society from 

IS* I to |S4G and again in 1S50. First is given the Constitution 
signed June "JOtli 1<S41. Meetings wore to lx* held every three months 
and addresses given. Hundreds of names were signed many at meet 
ings where a lecture was given. The names of lecturers an* Rev. K.
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B. Harper in 181f>. Kev. John Hart in 1850, Rev. J. T>, Mowat, in 
1852. Following some of the names are some strange remarks one 
“requested his name to be taken off as he is to be married this day,’ 
others “broken out," “expelled,” etc.

iflatl, iflarcb 3t6t 1847 A letter contradicts the statement 
/ that the Savanna was the first
vessel to cross the Atlantic with steam. The letter goes on to say 
“Canada can boast of owning the first vessel to cross the Atlantic alto­
gether bv steam, her name was the Royal William built by George 
Black Quebec in 1831. The machinery was made in the establishment 
of Messrs. Beimel Sc Henderson, Montreal, drafted by John I.owe, late 
of this place. The Royal William crossed from Halifax to Falmouth 
in 1833 making the passage in nineteen da vs. As I was Chief Officer 
of that vessel when she e anmenecd running 1 am desirous of putting 
this matter right.

Yours respectfully.
James Sutherland.

This is the James Sutherland who was afterwards the Captain 
of the Magnet.

A letter in the Montreal Witness 1893 signed hy ltoliert Slack 
confirms the above statement and gives t!i • additional fact that tin- 
plans of the vessel were designed and drawn hy his brother-in-law L 
II. Shea. Montreal, formerly of It. M. Dockyard, Woolwich. England.

Cfjronicïf, Ôtfj, 184/ On Saturday last (.'apt. Suther­
land's new iron steamer was 

launched at the dock and was christened the “Magnet. Her 
Majesty's war steamer Cherokee was lying at anchor in the rive*-. At 
the launch the steamer Admiral in > >rr.l on the outside of the wharf 
and the Telegraph came to the inner side, ('apt (i. of the formel re­
marked to Ca]*t. M. of the latter that lie laid cut in and obstructed



the view. “It is not Capt. M.’s fault said a bystander the Magnet 
attracted the Telegraph.”

Niagara itlail, Spril 7tf). 1847 Millions of wild pigeons pass
over this town almost daily

hut altogether out of reach.

Sept. 15th. The new and splendid Court House erected by the 
Corporation is so far progressed as to admit of the Assizes being held 
in it. The Hon. Mr. Justice Jones assisted by E. C. Campbell and 
Thus. Butler as associate Judges. His Honor alluded in compliment­
ary terms to the noble and elegant edifice and was deeidely of opinion 
that it is superior to any other building of the fhe kind in, the 
province.

3an.29, 1847, Chronicle The trustees of the town l>ving requir­
ed to ascertain the number of children

of or certain age thought it as well at the same time to obtain the 
number of inhabitants in the town. From these returns we find tin- 
total number of souls 3058 of these 71)2 are between 5 and 16 and of 
these about 300 attend the five Common Schools respectively conduct­
ed by Mr. Shaw, Mi. Thompson, Miss Kedson, Miss M. A. Kcdson and 
and Mrs. Wilson. There are a number at the Roman Catholic School 
and in addition there are three institutions of a higher order of learn­
ing namely the district Grammar School conducted by Dr. White- 
head assisted by Mr. Logan, the Classical Sclmol of Rev. I)r. Lundy, 
and the Ladies’ School of the Misses Burgess. There is also an 
elementary school hv Mrs. Read.

Niagara i^ob.Otl) a Ihw weighing 300 n»s was kiih<i
about a mile from town by two men 

in the employment of Jim. W. Ball, Esq. They discovered it anmng



tin* branches of a huge oak tree and retraced their steps to obtain 
guns and a dog. The first fire did not kill him and he fiercely engag­
ed the dog when the other man ended the strife by shooting him 
through the head.

iè>£pt. 22h,t847, jîltlîl Two columns are tilled with
names and amounts given for

the relief of distress in Ireland from famine and fever shewing the 
people of this neighborhood were both wealthy and generous £1776 
and 1200 barrels of flour being sent, the names of twenty-eight collect 
ors are given and the amount, the largest being £00 each from two per­
sons. Geo. Keefer’s mill, Tlioroid, gave 25 barrels of flour and < L 
I*. M. Ball’s mill, Louth, 16 1 winds.

In the Mail a graceful speech made by Mr. Hamilton in pre­
senting a silver snuff box to Warden riiorhurn in the Niagara District 
Council. For himself lie could say that the conduct of the Warden 
had furnished him with many wholesome lessons of self restraint, 
patience, good feding and temper. In presenting this Mr. Warden I 
perform a duty highly pleasing to myself.

3iUrtC loll) Î0 20ti), 1847 A cm ions part if the history of
town has lately been unearthed

known perhaps to not many. It is contained in a small minute I look 
and relates to the emigrants arriving here in Id!) in that sad sad time 
resulting from the failure of the potato crops in Ireland and the 
famine and fever which resulted. Thousands died at Grosse Isle, 
many in Kingston and from the record just found forty in Niagara. 
At that time the Boaid of Police represented w*\-it we now cull the 
Town Council. They received orders from Kingston to form them­
selves into a Board of Health, the members bring John Simpson 
President and Messsrs T. McCormick, A. Davidson, A. Heron, .1. 
Boulton. Medical officers were appointed Doctors Melville and Rolls. 
Buildings were n tiled for a hospital and for shelter. Reaver Roncier 
was appointed Inspector and was to visit the steamboats on arrival 
and rejfort. The minutes give the names of those who died, the ex



lieuses of nurses, food, medical attendance, blankets, beds, furniture, 
etc. Weekly reports were given of the number sick and well. About, 
two hundred in all were relieved. The Total expenses which were to 
Ik* * paid by the Government amounted to almost—1000 One nurse 
died. Many letters were written by Mr. Simpson before tlie 
money was paid. The buildings were, one near Navy Hall, the house 
of Mrs. Putman perhaps the oldest in town, the brick house of Mr. 
Stevens, near it was the hospital- These must have 1kk.ii sad sad days 
for the townspeople to witness such distress as well as for those suffer­
ing in the hospital.

In Ma'-on a .Sunday was seen one continuous flock of pigeons, which 
would dwindle now to a line and then widen out almost to cover the 
skv. sometimes so low as to Ik* knocked down with a club, at others 
veiy high. They were flying from the south to the north hut rather 
curiously seemed to 1 h* flving west, because when they reached our lake 
they skirted the shore till they reached the western end of the lake 
and then flew north.

luh 16tfj 1847 jliagara Igfrroruclc in the Emigrant n<*s-
pital in this town there

are still several cases of fever two of which it is feared will prove fatal. 
We regret to learn that then* an* some soldiers of the Royal Canadian 
llegt. iil with the fever which they caught from some on the Mail 
Steamers coming from Kingston. We are sorry to learn that Hr. 
Grassett, physician to the Emigrant Hospital, Toronto. died this 
morning.

ülail /Zob. 22nb, 1848 Here occurs a rather complimentary
notice «»f tie* medical men of the 

town, “Niagara is favomlwith a fair or rather an unusual proportion
• if imslical talent and skill Strabismus or squinting. We understam!
that Hr. Lowe of this town, M H. C. S. L. i.. A. C. I*, recently }**r 
formed sev< ral successfii* o|w*rations where the obliquity of the eves 

was concerned. One «'f the individuals was formerly a workman in 
our office. We believe the doctor uses chloifonn in casw sus<-<*ptilile 
of its influence I>r. hiwe, l>r. Melville and l>r. Maitland of the



Hoyal Canadian Hides are al! above mediocrity in their profession. A 
f*-w days ago Dr. Maitland amputated the leg of a soldier who refused 
to avail himself of the aid of chloroform saying he would rather In* 
shot than use it.”

Junk 7th, 1848. Interesting and important operation. < hi 
the 31st Dr. Campliell, Port Robinson, performed a very serious oper 
ation on Mi s. Andrews of this town without the slightest pain through 
the influence of chloroform. Dr. Campbell soon after came to town.

April 5th, 1848. A singular phenomenon at the Falls. The 
water ceased to flow and dwindled away to the appearance of a mere 
mill dam the rapids above disappeared, the lied of the river was expos 
ed. This is accounted for by the accumulation of ice at the lower ex 
trend tv of Dike Erie which formed a sort of dam between Ruflalo and 
Fort Erie.

An account of the Suspension Bridge at the Falls. The Iris 
says that tli * feeble ix-gilining was made by sending a kite across the 
Niagara with a string, then a coni, then a stout roj»e, then a hawser, 
then a wire cable. Mr. Ellitt the engineer of the bridge crossed the 
the river upon this wilt; in an iron basket.

Mail. July 12th, 1X48. The footpath was finished and people 
crossed <m payment of a quarter of a dollar. On 24th Sept. 1X47. 
directors had hern appointed. The Queenstou Suspension bridge was 
opened 18th Mac. 1X51

In the Journal of Education of 1848 is an item which will 
read strangely to Torontoriatis as well as Niagarians. It would serin 
that the system of free schools was adopted in Niagara
1 adore it was law- in Toronto. The Journal says : “A
striking contrast is presented lietwi-vn the City of Toronto and the 
town of Niigara, instead of shutting up the school* to gratify wealthy 
or party selfishness, ♦hey nobly provide for educating all the children 
of the town and open up .he Iown Hall for a public examination and 
for the distribution of prizes. What a different feeling would lie produr- 
eil in the City of Toronto hy .a I’unlir School Examination from that 
of shutting up the schools and leaving the children to wander alxiut 
in ignorance and idVness." Then follows an extract from tile Niagara 
Mail giving the lis- of prizes in the schools of Mr. Shaw. Mr. Dunn, 
Mr. Wilson, Miss Hedson and Mr. I.oony. The nunilier of idiildren 
examined was 577.M
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3tlllp tCdCCÇrnpf), 1847=1850 The Niagara and Queen
stun Telegraph is comple­

ted and from Queenston to Chippawa is in operation ami trorn 1'oronto 
to Montreal in a few (lavs.

Dev. lltli, 1850. An article tells when telegraphic eomiiiuni 
cation liegan between Niagara and Queenston. It was {«aid for bv 
stockholders and it appmrs by the letters signed by the Managers E. 
(\ Campbell, Geo. Boomer, It. Wagstaff there was a deficiency of .£17 
made up by the Chairman. The operator was Mr. Nisbet. In 1849 
there was a deficit ot £fifi and the office was closed in August. The 
townspeople are urged to come to the rescue. There is given the 
number of messages sent in 1847, 8, 9 and 1850 and thedistant points 
mentioned.

I 849=1 8o0 In the Chronicle and Mail, NovcuiIkt 1*49 is an in­
teresting account of the firs* annual meeting of the 

Niagara Mechanics’ Institute, which was founded in the year 
1848. “The chair was taken by Walter H. Dickson, Kmj M. P. P. 
President. The annual report was read and adopted hv motion of 
Tims. McCormick and John Simpson. This was ordered to lie print­
ed. There was a balance of £.‘$4 19s fid. The numlier of niemliers 
was liîfi, the numlier of volumes 270, and such “the avidity of mcmlicrs 
in availing themselves of their priveleges that 2 HI boo' s had U*en 
issued as recorded on the library register. During th • wint *r months 
there had he en twelve lectures to full audiences in the town hall kind 
ly granted by the municipal eoi|knation. Several ingenious pieces of 
mechanism the work and designs us-d in illustrations form the nu­
cleus of a museum. Application had Ik*an made to the government 
for pecuniary assistance, but was refused. The memliei*s intend to 
ap|H*al to the lilierality of private sources to obtain scientific apjianit" 
us. Signed : Richard Wagstafl."

Tile collector of these extracts remarks here. In r.ianv respects 
this rr}Mirt is a contract to the nn-sclit state of ufFui wlte:i inste.iil «,f 
2T<t volimms there are UMIO. But alas could x\r bv nnv «..v obtain 
audiences for twelve lectures except |«ercaps our sureessful and skilful 
young hockey platers would kindy give theii aid.)

Mail May >th l850has an address to the officers of the rolor- 
cd company I ncor|M ira ted Militia, lately dislwinded at Port Robinson.
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Mail, 1850. At the Provincial Exhibition to be held at Nia- 
ara September 18th, 19th, :20th, Professor Croft was to deliver a 
a lecture in the Court House and the annual address was to lie given 
<m the grounds, a public dinner in the evening, steamboats to carry 
passengers at half rates, hotel keepers to entertain at the usual rates. 
The premium list amounts to twelve hundred pounds. His 
Excellency the Governor General to lx- present, a ploughing match to 
take place in the neighborhood at 9 o'clock a. in.

sept. 4th. Preparations for the Provincial Show to lx* held at 
Niagara are pmgicssing. Fourteen acres are enclosed by a substantial 
octagonal fence. Floral Hall is 140 ft long by 40 ft wide. Agricult­
ural Hall and Mechanics Hall are each 11>0 ft. long by -4 ft. wide. 
There are pens in great number for the reception of jioultry and 
animals.

1851 Two petitions presented to tile Mayor and Town Counvil shew 
a difterenec of opinion. The one signed hy one hundred and 

thirty nine demands that the law made with regard to licenses lie 
more strictly enforced, the other signed by twentv inn keejiers and 
reeess kfc|icrs ask; that the law lx* repealed and the license lowemi. 
Strange reasons are given for this. If not granted it is said “the in­
come of the town will l»e lowered, families will cither lie reduced to 
want or ilrivrn elsewhere for sulisUmce, houses will lie left untcuantid 
<m the hands of their owners and anarchy, confusion ami liad feeling 
exist throughout the cmiimuiiitv. “All this seems strange to us who 
now cxi'-t without the sale of li<ju<ir either in store or hotel.

•Ivi.v 7rn. IS.-, I, Ni.\«: aha CoitttBsvoMiK'irK in St. C'atii hunks 
vxvf.k. Town Council. Five resolutions against the Free Sch«m| 
system wen- negatived and the amendment moveil by Alexander 
I tax idson seconded bv John D~ vidsin, carried.

“ltesolveil that the educ-.tion of tin- rising geiieratio:i is of 
paramount ini] .nuance not only as licing the most likely means of 
«|ualifying them to lie useful and reportable memlx-rs of Society but as 
the most cfTertual method «if preventing crime ami the tims<s|U"lit ex- 
|«eiHliture of money in maintaining the concomitants of retributive
<■« torts.



Resolved that for this purpose the Free System is the most 
perfect nnd efficient, that can lie devised.” Carried.

Chronicle, Feb. 6th 1851. Queenston and lywiston connect­
ed. The magnificent bridge between Lewiston and <jueenston is so 
far finished that this day a footpath was perfected and the engineer 
E. W. Sirrell and ladv, followed by the Warden of the United Coun­
ties of Lincoln and Welland, Major Brown, followed by an immense 
crowd of all ranks and degrees crossed from the Canadian side to the 
American. Cheers were given for the engineer and for his lady, for 
the Company and for good feeling between the two countries. Sus- 
pension Bridge, Niagara Falls. By the papers of 1S4s it is seen that 
the wire cable by which people crossed in an iron basket was in use in 
April, and in .July 1848 people crossed on a footpath on the Susjien* 
sion Bridge at the Falls.

^2ob. lOti), 1852 The Park. Council Chamber, Nov.
3rd. “A {letitiou to he sent to His 

Excellency the («overnur General for jK-rmission to occupy four acres 
of land in front of the Episcopal Church for ornamental grounds.,, 
1. H. Johnson, Clerk.

This was the origin of our beautiful park, permission living ob­
tained from the Ordinance Dept. To the persistem-v of Mr. 11. PatiT- 
ard and his good taste as well we are indebted for the lieautiful trees. 
He told me once that when he tries 1 to obtain a grant for trees for the 
Park and the streets all they would grant at first was 825, but mon; 
lilieral grants were given afterwards.

Nov 30th, 1852. The annual meeting of the Meehanie’s In­
stitute (now Publie Library) is recorded, E. C. Camphell. President! 
M. Kirby, Secretary ; T. Fed son, Treasurer and Lihraiian. The 
library then eonsieted of 500 volumes. Numerous notices appear of 
It ft ures the titles «if which seem not very interesting subjects as 
Mental Improvement. Sympathy, The Beal and the Ideal, Use and 
Benefit of Mechanical Institutes, etc.

1853, jlulr 20tt) gbromclc In this mnulnr is a letter trom
M hi. Thomas, the architect of
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tlio present Bmek’s Monument, defending himself from the charges 
made hy the Loyalists of carelessness in the removal of the remains of 
<*en Brock. It may not he geneially known that there were four 
interments, first at Fort C"oi-gc, next under the first monument 1821, 
third to tin; Hamilton family graveyard for a year while the vault 
was being prepared ami fourth, to the present monument IS-l.'t. He 
says, “I beg to state that 1 had orders when proceeding to take down 
the former ruinous constructure to have two shells prepared and re 
move the remains to the burial ground of the Hamilton family at 
tjmx-nston. 1 therefore t«H>k the two shells from Toronto on the day 
appointed and very carefully had the vault opened and placed all the 
the remains and fragments of tin* broken coilin into each separate shell 
and fastene i the original silver plates with the inscription engraved 
thereon and accompanied them to the burial ground where I had them 
placed in a grav-* eight feet deep as proper security 1 had no order 
to make any further ceremony only to take proper care of the remains, 
therefore it must be seen that the greater part of the loyalists’ state­
ment is not founded on fact. ’

July 13th. Mr. Worthington has the contract for building 
Brock's Monument. Mr. Thomas is the architect, The ruimsl shaft 
eativ d<iwn on Saturday after repeated blasts. From £0000 to CfiUOO 
has hern contiilmted voluntarily.

Mail, Arc 10th 1S2.Î. The Steamer Chief Justice Robinson 
pickeil up a color 'd mm ah iut twelve miles from N iagara floating on 
a raft ni nle of a gat '. He escaped fr uit Tennessee and came to Lew 
istoii hut was afraid to go on one of the steamer.-» bi cross and tried to 
cross the river on the gate but the current being strong lie was drifted 
out into the lake. He said, “Thank the Lord M issa I an* a free man 
flow.”

1354 3btgail Berber Perhaps it. may lie '-aid whv tell the deed
of one who had no connection with Nia 

gaia. hut the Historical Society possesses a short "letter with signatuie 
au»! plait*«graph of the heroine -cut by herself. In the High S<-hool 

Header is a fine poem hy Amanda Jones, a Canadian. Imrii not far from 
Niagara ami at Amherst limy the Ontario Historical Society had the



pleasure of heaving this recited and seeing Capt. Jones one of those 
rescued at that time, a very old man. The following story of the 
deed appeared as dumber 175 in Historical items in 1904. “Enough 
is not known of this Canadian heroine who iiftv years ago performed a 
deed perhaps never excelled in courage, strength and daring, saving the 
lives of seven men from the Schooner Conductor, wrecked at Long 
Point, November 1853, Born near Kingston, Abigail Jackson mar­
ried Trapper Becker and the “daily toil for scanty gain’ prepared her 
for her deed of heroism. She was a large strong woman aged twenty four, 
they liver! alone and her.husband was absent, when a vessel struck in 
a fearful storm and the seven men took refuge in the rigging clinging 
there lxmumVd for hours. Abigail built a lire on the beach and wav. 
ed her hands encouraging the men to swim ashore.The Captain at last 
ventured but was caught in the undertow and would have perished 
hut thae Abigail rushed in and dived for him dragging him to shore 
anti restoring him to life by the fire when* she hid lmt tea ready. In 
turn this was repeated she wading out and grasping the drowning men 
in one. ease bringing by a superhuman effort two t<»g< lieras her crip 
pled stepson had attempted to assist, and whs himself almost hist. For 
four days she kept and fed them in her hut till the arrival of a party 
to search for tile dead bodies from the wreck but found instead seven 
living men saved so wonderfully. The city of Buffalo raised $551). OO 
and also presented her with a Isiautiful bible. The New York Life 
Saxing Association gave her a large and handsome gold medal and 
later Queen Victoria sent her a letter enclosing £, 10 expressing her 
pride in knowing that a woman of such heroic courage vas her 
subject.

( >n several ot lier occasions she has saved lift* hut it is a pat he 
ie circumstance that though she saved o'.he s s'ie e r.iM not save her 
own as her hudmnd was frozen to deitli atni lvr stepson met with a 
tragical fat<‘. Slv* is now Mrs. Rohrer agi*d i f a large woman weigh 
ing 355 pounds living on a farm ai Walsingham Centre. A short 
sketch of her life by her stepdaughter tells of kindness to her sti p- 
ehildrvu and says tha she has brought up scvetirii chiIdrcn,eight of 
them laiys who use neither toliacconor liipior.

In the pretax* •« the account by her step laughter the writer, 
a clergyman, altcis a verse to show that it was the stepson instead of 
the mate ami says x'ith calm self s it ishict ion on the verse he sulisti-



tiites tliat lie trusts it does no injustice to tin* poem of Miss .Tone*. 

Her verses reads:—

Oil life is dear: the mate leajH*. in.
1 know the Captain said right well :

Not twice can a.iy woman win 
A soul from yonder hell.

His substitute is: —

Her crippled stepson now come.s down 
To mother’s help he wants to go 

And heeding not his mother's frown 
Hi- tries what he van do.

\N Inch shows that some people are very easily satisfied with their 
work.

^5V>

j^arttl, lS5o Tutil lately it was thought a very extreme measure 
to propose prohibition and it was thought it was an 

impossibility t > obtain it, but it is rather startling to find that m the 
year ISoo. (over eighty years ago), there were fiftv-two men brave en­
ough in Niagara f > prop is* it, sending a petition to tie* Town C mncil 
to as;x- them to o • i ion the L gisliture t » p iss an enact ni-nt prohibit­
ing tie* in unit i • ire and sale of intoxicating liipiors, except for med- 
i.-in d or inee'i i i :al purpn-s. On examining the list of names, we 
find all the four churches of the town represented. A sentence may 
be ipioted : “Humbb shvwef-h that your petitinners regard intemper 
anee as a great moral and social evil, destructive of health, virtue ami 
happiness and producing only disease, liunger and crime entailing 
heavy burden-, mi Society an 1 crea’ing a fatal barrier in the path of 
individual and national progress/’

In IShS then- is a list of thirteen taverns and fourteen recesses 
— t wcfity-si-v. n places where li<pior could legally be procured and it 
is known that there were other low places without licenses.

M All., Ai’iiii. L’ôtii, 1Sôô. A long account of the “Tornado last 
X\, bluest lav, Is" h ins'. About a ipiartcr to seven o’clock in the morn­
ing the town a a s vjsj'-d l>v a frightful hurricane. The skv assumed 
a green color, stiecee |e 1 by a clear white. The storm came from the
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north-east, leaping in its course, lasted aliout five minutes, and was at 
it-*« hn:gh* not more than one minute, hut the damage done was tre­
mendous. The storm seemed tv leap first to the Car Factory, next to 
the Daguerrean Gallery standing in the Park. The next leap was to 
St. Andrew’s Church. At the Car Works, were levelled t wo large 
finishing shops, each 175 ft. by 50 ft., two stories high. A large new 
frame building. "200 x 70 ft., was piled in a mass. The engine house 
of the Erie *!fc Ontario Railroad was very much twis.ed. It appeared 
to be most providential that the day had been set apart as a “Fast 
Day,: so that no workmen were in the Car Factory, otherwise there 
might have l>ecn a loss of 50 to 100 lives. The contents of the i)ag- 
uerrean Gallery were scattered on t.h»* common in fragments, it having 
turned over severe1 times and made a complete wreck. St. Andrew’s 
Church had a third of its roof and gallery inside swept a wav. It is 
rememliered that in 1854 a storm took off part of the roof. Fences 
and chimneys were blown down. It was remarked that during the 
hurricane the water suddenly rose from live to eight feet along tin* 
lal-e shore and in the river. We may thank God that neither was 
life lost nor any jh-isoii seriously injured.”

180Z “ 1873 In the St. Catharines Weekly News is found an ac­
count of the address presented to the Rev. William 

MvMurray, IUh Rec tor of St. Mark’s, w hich throws much light on 
the condition of our town in those years. When Dr. McMumiv was 
appointed in *857 the to vn was in a prosjierous condition. Several 
manufaetoriss were employing hundreds of artisans. Niagara was the 
County I own, and a s'lin had Ikvh clkvteil fora Rectory. A grant 
of two acres fmm the Ordinance Department had been obtained. The 
first sod was turned February, 1858, and the Rectory completed and 
occupied in Decern lier, 18.>!1. Since then, serious changes have oe- 
currvtl in the town. Maim factories have collapsed. Fires have de­
vastated the town. • Niagara lias ce-isod to lie the Comity Town. 
Hundmls of the imputation have emigrate!. Reference was made to 
t In* mwx ices of Dr. McMurray to I rinitv (College, lie having lieeii ap 
| minted by lîishop St radiai i to visit the United States and Great 
Rritain and Ireland in its interest.



üîfltl, 2QIÏ) (October, 185S. In the obituary notice of Mrs.
Huople, aged 93 ye.ars, an incident

of the Tievolutionary War is mentioned. Hbe was a sister of the lat<* 
•lohn Whitmore. After the murder of the father ami mother by the 
Indians, some of the children were adopted bv the tribe, and being 
separated, never met tor seventy years. Mr Whitmore, who had 
settle'1 in Niagara Township, heard of his sister’s whereabouts, and 
visit# d her.

jflail, Jfcbvunrp 28tb, 1859 The destruction of Hibson's
Warehouse and the Free Mas­

ons’ room above, with all their papers and regalia, is recorded.

jtïail, ghtg. 8tfr, I860, Haura £>ecorb, -a Canadian
Hkroink.

“A res]K-etable, a gad laxly of this county, one of the loyal stock, 
presell.ed herself at the office of the Clerk of the Peace at Niagara, to 
sign the add ess to II. H. II. the Prince of Wales, along with the oh I 
soldiers of IS! 2. The Clerk demurred to taking so novel » signature, 
although the lady insisted on he r right, having done her country mon- 
signal service than half the .soldiers and militiamen engaged in the 
war. X\ e do not give the venerable lady’s name, as she might not 
like the notoriety, hut she is the same person who, etc.

The article goes <m to tel! of her walk to Heaver Pains to give 
warning, and closes thus :

“11 r say the brave, loyal, old lady ought not only to 1m- allowed 
txi sign the address, hut she deserves a sjM-x ial introduction to the 
Prince of Wales as a worthy example of the fire of 1S12, when lmtli 
men and women vied alike in tlu-ir resolution to defend the country.”

Ina later pa per ii is men1 imied that ‘he Prince of Wales visited 
1,-iura Si-cord at Chippaxva, and in The Mail of March, 1SG1, it is re­
corded that a present of £100 hail lieen sent by the Prince to Mrs- 
Sevord.



Sept. 19th I860, Nia<;ai?a Mail. After the Prince of Wales 
hail laid the foundation stone of the. obelesk where General Brock fell, 
< )'‘t. 13th, 1812 he went on hoard the Zimmerman for Niagara where 
a handsome arch had been erected and also a pavilion on tin; wharf. 
A band of prettv little girls strewed flowers Ijefore the Prince and 
school children sang God Save the King, and the Mayor read the ad­
dress of the Corporation of the town. Another address was read by 
Judge Lawder, that of the County Magistrates. Before leaving a 
pleasing event took place*. Miss Miller presented a jar of fruit to the 
Prince and a little girl gave a bouquet. On leaving for Port Dal- 
housie, the steamer Peerless arrived from Queenst-on loaded w:th Mili­
tia men and accompanied the Zimmerman all the way. The Prince 
and his suite1 took lunch in the Iridiés’ Cabin where the table's were 
piled with fruit the finest specimens of peaches, plums, pears, necta­
rines, grapes, presented l>v the- Town ami Township Agricultural 
Association. On Monelay the; lfith the following gentlemen were1 in­
vited to lunch with the* Prince1, Mr. Sampson, M.P., Mr. Merritt, M. 
P., Mr. McMickvn. M.P., and Col. Kingsmill. On presenting the*m 
Colonel Bruce remarked to the* Prince1. This ollieer Col. Kingsmill, 
fought at the; battle of Busaco fifty ye-ars ago unde*r your great grand 
father George 111.

Tt may lie* said in «explanation that the* Miss Miller who present 
ed the* f-uit was the Miss Miller who elied here verv lately and the* 
small gill who presented the* houquet was Marjory McMullen, now 
Mrs. Bottomle*y.

S5>t, Catharines journal, 1869 A* a meeting at Qm*«*i»stoii
Heights, 13th Ocfolier, a

picture was take-n of eight vilrnins who took part in the battle*, the* 
elilest hediig 89, the1 ymmgevst f>7 and the-ir united ag-s G09. The*ir 
names are- Daniel Fields, Soloumn Vremman, Sen«*cn Palm«*r, .John P. 
(*leme-nt, John Whit’ •*», Lewis Clemeuit, Duncan McFarland, Danie-I 
Coo|M-r.
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Cpilogue

STNOE tht namphlet consists of scraps of a miscellaneous nature, 
the following lines relating to the notabilities of the town are 
added, authorship and date unknown, but supposed to have been 

written by James Davidson, the son of the Editor of The Mail, the 
date (from internal evidence) about 1S47. They were pasted on the 
walls. One was rescued, rather torn, and, in after years, was recited 
from ornnorv for the amusement of old residents, the reciter having 
read them when she was a little girl.

Election times are coming on.
Dobie still goes for Henry John.
Mut, as we do not deal in fiction,
We’ll do our liest for Walter Dickson.

Some talk of nominating Blaiu,
If Henry John don’t come again.
Plain is >' good man, and he will stick 
To old Niagara like a brick.

Others again, indignant thereat,
Threaten to bring forward Garrett.
Although his colour is not white.
His manners always are polite.

XXX

The Hoard of Police—a pretty crew!
Perhaps we wont their acts review;
Their heads much wisdom comprehend.
And fairly aim our ways to mend.

First comes John Simpson, fair and bland,
11 is acts you all can understand.
His aim is high, bis efforts strong,
An<I seldom lie is in the wrong.

Then comes the worthy of file M til,
Who dues his duty without fail ;
A modest and a careless air
Conceals a jtower which crics; Beware!’



The third rejoices in a name 
Applied to something like a Crane;
To give him all the praise we wish,
He tries to catch the golden fish.

James Boulton has, we understand,
Addressed the folks in Haldimand;
If he can’t talk a man to sleep 
Before a jury he can weep.

The gentleman who keeps the hank 
Does not deserve inferior rank ;
In calculation he stands first,
And in kind actions not the worst.

The street surveyor and the clerk 
Is just the man to do his work ;
His acts are always just and fair,
No better man could till his chair.

Then comes High Bailiff Beaver Bonner,
He is a man of sense and honour; ^
Who fills his office very well:
How punctually lie rings the l>ell!

Mr. Simpson was the Editor of The Chronicle, and afterwards 
l>eputv Assistant Auditor General at Ottawa.

“Henry John’’ was Henry John Boulton.

Those mentioned without name would be: Mr. Andrew Heron. 
Mr. Alexander Davidson, Mr. T. McCormick, and Mr. Isaac Johnson.

Thnv verses have been omitted.

A complete copy was found lately in a garret in town.
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Meetings
The Regular Meetings are on the second Monday of each month 

from October to May, except that the Annual Meeting is on the 13th 
of October.

publications
Of many of our Publications the edition is exhausted, but we 

have, (price chiefly 25 cents) :

2.4 Slave Rescue, etc., (reprinted), and Battle of Queenston Heights. 
3. Blockade of Fort George (reprinted).
5. Sermon of Rev. R. Addison, Historic Houses, etc., (reprinted). 
8. Family History, (reprinted).

11. Reminiscences, (reprinted).
12. Battle of Fort George, republished from No. 1, with additions, etc
13. St. Vincent de Paul’s Church, A Canadian Heroine, (reprinted).
14. Letters of Mrs. William Dummer Powell, 1807-1821.
15. Sir Isaac Brock, Count de Puisaye, (republished).
lfi. Report of the Opening of the Historical Building, (reprint).
1 7. Ten Years of the Colony of Niagara.
18. Early History of St. Mark's, Robert Gourlay, etc.
19. Inscriptions and Graves in Niagara Peninsula. (Price 40 cents).

No. 10, reprinted with additions.
20. Reminiscences of Fenian Raid, etc.
21. Historical Buildings, Churches. (No. 7, reprinted with additions)-
22. Some Graves in Lundy’s Lane.
23. Fort Niagara, Col. MacDougal.
24. Catalogue.
25. I^aura Second, Diary of a Prisoner in Fort Garry, 1869-70.
26. Notes on District of Niagara, 1791-3.
27. Names Only, But Much More. No. 1 Company, Niagara.
28. Family History and Reminiscences.
29. Niagara Frontier, 1837-8.
30. Hon. William Dickson, etc.
31. Appreciation of Lt. W. J. Wright, M.A., Emigrants of 1847 in

Niagara, etc.

Our Exchange List now numbers sixty. The Historical Room is 
open every Saturday afternoon from 3 to 5. In summer on Wednes­
days. We have now a mcmlxTship of two hundred and sixty.


