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THE

VOYAGES and ADVENTURES

O F T H E

CHEVALIER DUPONT.

npH E next morning Mrs. Norfoy

-*• fcnt Tion Tion for her brother,

fliewed him the p/efents I had made

her, and guve him at the fame time the

tobacco I had brought for him, which

he inftantly came and thanked me for.

I pafTed; according to cuftdm^ the

Vol. III. B greateft

r ?fiiv|'
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Voyages and Adventures

greateft part of the morning in my dear

Vi6loire's apartments •, the remainder

of the day was dilTipated in the vifits

which Mr. Chanzy's preferment occa-

Coned us.

As Mr. Prepont and myfelf had,

foon after our arrival at Marigalante,

wrote the Marquis dc Champigny an

account of our return, and the fuccefs

of our voyage. We received in a few

days an order from that gentleman to re-

turn as foon as poflTible to Port-Royal,

in order to aflift at the rejoicings he was

going to make upon account of the

birth of the dauphin, which he had

juft received adwice of from the mini-

/ ftry.

^



of the Cheviiiier Dupont. 3

(try. Wc imparted the happy news to

all the company, and it was foon Co

univerfally difFufed over the town, that

we had that and the day following a

great number of vifitors, who came to

know the truth of the report.

We fixed our departure for Fort-

Royal for the third day following, and

in expeftation of this feftival bringing

numbers of people to Martinico, we

embarked our horfcs and mules, with

every other article that we had to difpofc

of, aboard the brigantine, and fent M.

Trainfort in one of the Ihallops to Gua-

dclupc, with the goods engaged for

that ifland, with orders to return to

B 2 Fort
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4 VovAGES and Adventures

Fort St. Pierre as foon as he Ihould re-

ceive the money for. them.

We engaged Mr. and Mrs. Chanzy

and Mr. Norfoy to go with us to Mar-

tinico, and partake of the rejoicings

and feftival ; they contented with plea*

fure, as Mr. Prepont offered apartments

for the ladies at his lifters, and one for

Mr. Chanzy at his own houfe. Things

being thus fettled, and nothing longer

detaining us at Marigalantc, we em-

barked and failed for Martinico, where

we arrived very fafe.

We immediately went afhore, and

conducted the ladies to Mrs. Saint-

Ange's^



of the Chevalier Dupont.
ry

Angc's, Mr. Prepont's filler, where they

met with the moft polite reception j af-

ter remaining a fliort tim^e there, we

went with Mr.Chanzy to the governor's.

TheMarquis deChampigny received us

in the moft generous and friendly man-

ner, and embraced me feveral times

with all the fondnefs of a parent. Mr.

Prepont related to him every thing

that had happened in our voyage

;

he alfo informed him that my beha-

vior, fenfe,. and good fortune had

enabled me to be concerned with him

in one fourth part of his cargo, and he

hoped, if things continued to fucceed

as well, that after the next voyage he

Ihould be able to let me be concerned

B 3 one
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6 Voyages and Adventures

one half. The governor expreffed the

utmofl fatisfadion on hearing of my

condud, and the favourable account

Mr. Prepont had given of me, and

faid there were feveral ladies would

be happy in hraring of my good

fortune. He then aflced me if 1 had

not left my heart behind me at Saint

Domingo; that would have been im-

poflible. Sir, I anfwered, as I did not

carry it with me, and I muft beg the

honor of a private audience upon that

fubjeft, where Mr. Prepont*s prc^?ncc

will be neceffary, I agree to it very

willingly, replied the governor, but it

muft be after the rejoicings are over

;

they will commence on Sunday, and

continue three days. I demanded per*

miflion



of the Chevalier Dupont.

miflion to prefent the mother and fifter

of Mr. Chanzy to him. With all my

heart, he replied ; I (hall be happy in

having an opportunity of thanking them

for the favors they have conferred

upon you.—=At that inftant he drew

Mr. Prepont afide, they difcourfed to-

gether for about the fpace of half an

hour, and returned to us, when the go-

vernor, addreffing himfelf to Mr. Chan-

zy, defired his company to dinner the

next day, and charged me with engag-

ing Mrs. Saint-Ange, Mrs, Chanzy,

and Mrs, Norfoy to do him that honor ;

he then left us, to retire to fome affairs

that required difpatch. We returned

to the bcufe of Mrs. Saint-Ange, I de-

livered my commifilon, and promifed

B 4 to
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8 - Voyages and Adventures

to fetch them the next day ; I continued

with them about an hour, and returned

to the fore.

Afcer fupper the Marquis de Cham-

pigny took me with him into his libra-

ry, and informed me that Mr. PreponC

had acquainted him that I was violently

in love with Mrs. Norfoy, and that I

was equally beloved 5 that the lady was

agreeable, and poffeffed of an infinite

ihare of merit, as he (Mr. Prepont)

had knowi> the family for a long time,

and thought that an union could not

fail of procuring bappinefs to both

parties, as we feemed formed for each

other. He then advifed me to confuh

myfclf, and to declare ferioufly to him,

if



of the Chevalier Dupont.

if I wiflied to form fuch a connexion,

becaufe in that cafe he would write to

my uncle to obtain his confent, in or-

der that I might be married upon my

return from my approaching voyage ;

but at the fame time bid me beware how

I engaged in any intrigue, or formed

a connection with any other woman, as

he Ihould be exceedingly difpleafed if I

did. You ihall never have to reproach

me for fuch conduft as you warn me

againft. Sir, I replied, I love Mrs. Nor-

foy, and to poflefs her is the utmoft of

my wiflies and ambition j I will ever

perfift in my aftcftion for her, my refo-

lution is fixed, and fince I am fo happy

as to meet with your approbation, let

B 5 nic
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10 Voyages and Adventur^i^

ml me beg the favor of you to write by

the firft vcffel that fails for France, and

I ihall think myfelf under the greateft

obligations to you, as well for that, as

the many other favors I have received

from you, and hope 1 fliall never live

to be ungrateful. I will always be your

proCeftor, my dear child, faid the go-

vernor, embracing me, be tranquil and

eafy, I promife you to write by the firft

opportunity that prefents itfelf. But,

Sir, I faid, as thefe ladies will continue

here only eight or ten days, pleafe to

permit me, during that*time, to deep at

Mr. Prepont's. I confcnt moft wil-

lingly, he replied, and will myfelf fpeak

of it to him.

The



of the Chevalier Duponi*. i £

The next morning \ went to Mr. Pre-

pont, and informed him of the conver-

fation I had had with the Marquis de

Champigny the preceding evening -, I

thanked him for what he had faid of

me, defired a continuation of his good

offices, and that he would permit me

to lie at his hotife during the time the

ladies continued at Fort- Royal, and for

that purpofe I would get a hammock

put up in Mr. Chanzy*s chamber, that

I might not difturb any body. We
went out together, he went to the fort,

whilft I went to Mrs. Saint-Ange, where

I related to Mrs, Norfoy the converfa-

tion that had paffed the preceding even-

ing between the governor and myfclf*

B 6 As



12 Voyages and Adventures

As foon as the ladies were ready, I con-

duced them to the governor; he re-

ceived them with the greateft polite-

nefs, and engaged them to honor the

fcftival with their prefence* He con-

diuSed them into a faloon, where the

Marquis de Poincy was aftonilhed ac

the fight of them, as he did not even

know they were in the ifland ; but im-

mediately recovering himfelf> he re-

turned their compliments very politely.

We played at cards before dinner, and

In the afternoon we retired, and fpent

the evening with Mr. Prepont. After

fupper Mrs. Chanzy deCred me to wait

of her early the next morning. Upon

my waiting on her, fhe told me flie

thought

w,\



of th€ Chevalier Dupont* i jf

thought it was ncceffary to difclofe the

defign I had of marrying her daughter,

in order to flop the mouths of the ma-,

licious, who might be apt to talk upon

our familiarity, and defired me to con-

fult the Marquis de Champigny upon

the affair^ I anfwered, it would be

more proper for Mr. Prepont to fpeak

to the governor, aiid I would fend him

to her firft. Accordingly, after repeat-

ing the converfation to Mr. Prepont, I

engaged him to wait of Mrs. Chanzy..
{

Upon my arrival at the governor's,'

I received a letter from France, from

Mr. Lefleville, in which was inclofed

one from my uncle -, they informed me

thag
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that my brother had died of the fmall-

pox, and that my fifter had taken the

veil by her own defire t.they defined me

to return to France, where my fortune

would be fufficient to prevent the neccf-

fity of my running fuch rilks to increafe

it, if I could be content wiih a fmal! in-

dependency 5 but they defired I would

confult tlie Marquis de Champigny,

and be direfted hy him. I went to the

Marquis, and giving my letter to him,

faid : There, Sir, is a favorable circum-

ftance for nie, you are the oracle to

whom I am to have recourfe, therefore

I muft beg permiffion to confult you ;

as for myfclf, my fentiments do and ever

will continue the fame. When the go-

::r ^ vernor

m.
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vernor had read the letters, he faid, I

ccngratulate you, my child, upon the

increafe of your fortune, and your ftill

preferving the lame fentiments as befcre,

Mr. Prepont arrived at this junfture,

and went with the governor into his

ftudy. Afrer I had breakfafted, the

governor came and read me two letters,

which he had wrote to Mr. Lefleville

and my uncle, and I found them fucb

as I wifhed. I retired, and wrote two

letters to thofe gentlemen conformable

to the governor's, and gave them after-

wards to his fecretary, to be difpatched

for France the firft opportunity. The

governor ordered me to tell the ladies

what he had done, and to invite

them

<(

'
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i6 Voyages and Adventures

them to dine with him ...e next day,

which was one of his public days. We
afterwards pafled into the faloon, where

Mr. Prepont drew me to the window,

and told me, that the governor thought

the public avowalof our intended union

would have more efFeft in filencing the

fcandals of the malicious if it came from

him, therefore he (hould take an op-

portunity of declaring it.

Ui'

Immediately after dinner we received

information of a veffel to fail for France

the next day, therefore we difpatched

our letters by the matter of that vef-

.'i*

01

iii
After



of the Chevalier Du font. if

After dinner we took leave of the

Marquis de Champigny, and went to

the houfe of Mrs. Saint-Ange ; I in-

formed Mrs. Norfoy of the letters I had

received from France, of the converfa-

tion I had with the governor upon the'

occafion, and of his writing, &c. I

told' the ladies I had a commiflion to

invite them to dinner the next day at

tlie governor's, where I was certain they

would be happy. We afterwards took

a walk in the evening, and returned to

Mrs. Saint-Ange's to fupper, where

we continued till midnight.

I accompanied the ladies to the fort

the next day, where we arrived before

the

I

I
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the governor returned from the council,

^hich met that day, therefore we Tat

down to cards. As foon as the go-

vernor entered, being a very polite gay

man, he faluted all the ladies, and I re-

marked that he paid a very particular

deference to Mrs. Norfoy, who really

commanded the moft refpcdt. Mrs.

Ruport and her fifter Mrs. Arfon

(Juliet as was) arrived foon afterwards

;

ihc had ixen noarried three months to a

man of very good fortune. When I

paid my compliment to her, (he re-

proached me for my not having been to

fee her fincc my return ; but fhc was

T)ot^ furprized, flie faid, as (he knew

enough of me to convince her that I

could



of ihc Chevalier Dupont, jg

could eafily forget old friends in new

ones; but at leaft (he flattered Iierfdf I

would be more difcreet tha^: conftanr,

for it feemed to be ordained that fl.c

fliould always be conncdkcd with jealous

people. You may depend upon my

dilcretion, Madam, I replied, as I have

the fame favor to defire of you. Com-

pany arriving, put an end to our

converfation. When dinner was fcr-

red, the Marquis de Champigny or-

dered me to fit at the fame table as Mrs.

Norfoy and himfelf, as the company

being very large and numerous, obliged

him to have two. After the dinner

and defcrt, which were very elegant^

the Marquis de Champigny took a

bumper

i l^';

^' >
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bumper of Champaigne, and after drink-

ing the ladies healihs, he drank to the

happinefs and profperity of the intended

couple, afterwards naming Mrs. Nor-

foy and myfelf i I am myfcif, he con-

tinued, the promoter of this m.arriage,

and am pleafed with having it commence

under fuch happy aufpices as the birth

of the dauphin, for which great event

our rejoicings will begin on Sanday,

and to which I invite all prefent. Every

perfon except ourfelves, were afto-

niftied at the governor's declaration,

and we received the compliments of

congratulation from, all the company.,

We paficd the afternoon at cards, and

returned



of the Chevalier Dupont.
•^

2F

returned to Mrs. Saint-Angers in the

evening.

'

r

> •

Mrs. Chanzy's joy at the governor's

behavior was exceflive, as our con-

nection had been mentioned in a light

ungenerous manner in public company j

fhe fufpedled M. Pindre to be the au-

thor of the fcandalous fuggeftions circu*

lated fo freely j Mrs. Norfoy, and in

fliort all of us were extremely happy

in the event ; we paffed the evening to-

gether, and the next day I returned

early to the governor's, to thank him

for what he had faid the preceding day;

I dined with him, and returned to pafs

the evening as ufual at the houfe of

Mrs. Saint-Ange,

The

I'lf:/
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. The next day (Sunday) we all attend-

ed at the governor's, where the rejoic-

ings that and the fucceflive days were

as elegant and fplcndid as poflible. The

healths of the king, queen, and dau-

phin were each celebrated with a dif.

charge of twenty-one cannons. The

rejoicings being concluded, we were all

of us glad to reft ourfelves for two or

three days. About four or five days

afterwards, Mr. Prepont informed Mrs.

Ghanzy that the king's pinnace would

fail in a fliort time for Marigalante ; in

confequence of that information, Ihe

determined to go and take her leave of

the governor the next day, and to de-

part the day following for Fort Saint

Pierre,



of the Chevalier Dupoxt. 2t

Pierre, from whence the pinnace vvas

to fail. Mrs. Norfoy anjd myfelf had

been fo much accuftomed of late to live

together, that we could not think of

fcparating ; we endeavoured to conceal

our diftrefs, but Mr. Prepont obferved

the darting tear, and laughed at U5.,

In (hort, as their departure was deter-,

mined, they waited on the governor

the next day, to thank him for his fa-

vors ; he detained them to dinner,

and told them, they might command

any fervice in his power to do them.

Mr. Prepont joined us as we were fit-

ting down to table, and during our

repaft, he afked the Marquis de Cham*

t^igny if he had occafion for me at Mar-

tinico ?

'1

i
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tinico ? To which he replied in the

negative. As his prefencc is no longer

neceflary to me for the fale of the re-

mainder of the cargo, faid Mr. Pre-

pont, and as I imagine he has fufficient

confidence in my integrity, not to be

afraid of leaving the difpofal of the re-

mainder to me, it will be cruel to fe-

parate him from the ladies now, as he

will be fo long abfent during our ap-

proaching voyage, therefore I intercede

for your confent for him to accompany

them. With all my heart, replied the

governor, and when I have occafion

for him, I will fend for him.

I

'i

As

^!fe«
J
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As we had fome fmall preparations to

make, we were obliged to defer our de-

parture for a day longer, and I took that

opportunity of vifiting Mrs. Orfon and

Mrs. Rupert. 1 fupped with the go-

vernor the evening before, and took

my leave of him when I retired ; he

embraced me with great tendernefs,

and wiflied me a good voyage. We all

breakfafted the morning of our depar-

ture with Mr. Prepont, when I re-

turned him my real and fincere thanks,

for having procured me fo agreea-

ble a voyage. After br^akfaft, he

conduced us to the fliore, and pro-

mifed, as foon as his bufinefs would per-

mit, to come and fpend a fortnight at

Vol, III. C Mari'
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Marigalante. Wc bid him adieu, and

departed in a canoe for Fort Saint

Pierre, which we entered about noon,

dined at the intcndants, and lodged

in Mr. Prepont's houfe, which Mr.

Trainfort poffeffed in his abfence. We
embarked the next morning, and failed

for Marigalante^ where we landed

after a paffage of thirty- fix hours.

We immediately went to Mrs. Chan-

zy*s, as foon as we arrived, the la-

dies retired to bed, as they were very

much fatigued, though our paffage

was but a {hort one, and we followed

their example as foon as we had

fupped. .

As

m
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As foon as we had come down flairs

the next morning, we had a great num-

ber of vifitors crowding in upon us,

either to enquire after the manner of

the rejoicings, or to congratulate us

upon our intended union ; for the go-

vernor's declaration had reached Mari-

galantc before us. Mrs. Chanzy pro-

pofed, whilft we were at breakfaft, to

retire to her fon's country feat, where

we fliould be more at liberty, and lefs

troubled with the intrufion of vifitors,

to which we all readily confented; but

Mrs. Chanzy and myfelf thought it ne-

ceffary that we fhould pay a vifit to the,

Marquis de Poincy before we retired

into the country, as he had returned

C 2 from
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from Martinico fcveral days before us.

Although we had no reafon to expeft

his favor, fince Mr. Chanzy had been

preferred before Mr, Pendre, whom

he recommended^ yet he received us

very politely in the afternoon, when we

went to pay him a vifit, and invited

us, together with Mrs. Chanzy and

Mrs. Norfoy, to affift at an entertain-

ment he was to give in a few days, in

honour of the dauphin's birth-day. As

we could not politely refufe, we pro-

mifed to wait on him, together with

the ladies, if their health was perfecflly

recovered j we took our leave, and re-

turned home, where he had the utmoft

difficulty to pcrfuade Mrs. Chanzy to

accept
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accept of the invitation, as (he fufpeft-

ed the Marquis's condudl fince the pro-

motion of her fon.
I

During the two days that preceded

this entertainment, we had a conftanc

fuccefTion of vifitors to congratulate us

upon our approaching marriage, as the

Marquis de Poincy, upon his return

from Martinico, had declared it was to

take place very foon. Wc went to the

governor's on the day appointed, but did

not (lay to dance in the evening, as the

ladies excufed themfelves upon the in-

different (late of their health, and faid

they were to depart the next morning for

C 3 ' Mr.
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Mr. Chanzy's feat, to fpcnd a few

weeks there ; we accordingly took our

leave, and returned home.

We paflfcd the firfl: ten days in a clofe

retreat •, but found it neceflary to en-

gage in fome amufements, to prevent

time appearing heavy upon our hands;

we therefore agreed to pay a few vi-

fits, and amongft the reft, one to

Mifs Langady^ which was the more iiv

difpenfiblc, at fhe knew of my return.

In fpite of all my tendernefj for Mrs.

Norfoy, I could not be infcnfibleto the

charms of that lady •, my own fclf-love

was flattered by my knowledge of her

regard for me, and I ftiould have re-

turned



of the Chevalier Du pon t. 31

turned it, if I had not always had Mrs.

Norfoy with me ; but flie never quitted

me for a moment, if flie could avoid it.

Upon our vifit to Mifs Langady, the

affair of the grant was mentioned. I

advifed her to go to Martinico herfelf,

to make the demand in perfon, after (he

had feen Mr. Prepont, to whom, both

Mrs. Norfoy and myfelf, I faid, would

write, to defire him to exert all his in-

fluence in her favor, and I would, at

the fame time, write a letter to the go-

vernor, and ufe my utmoft endeavors

with him to obtain her defires. She fol-

lowed my advice, and took the oppor-

tunity of faiMng to Martinico in the

King's pinnace two or three days after-

C 4 wards^
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wards, where file faw Mr. Prepont, who

introduced her to the governor, who,

after fome little hefitation, confented to

her demand : flie immediately returned,

after her grant was figned to Mariga-

Jante, and thanked mc for the fcrvicc I

had done her.

1

1s
M:
Pn|

t
,
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I remained at Marigalante near four

months, where I led the mod agreeable

life in the world. We often vifited our

neighbors, and by that means prevent-

ed the weannefs common to an indolent

life. But at the expiration of that time,

I received a letter from the governor-

general, in which he commanded my

return, without a moment's delay, by

the
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the veffel, the maftcr of which delivered

the letter. I communicated the con-

tents of the letter to Mrs. Norfoy, who

was very much alarmed at the fudden-

nefs of the order, and it was with the

utmofl; difficulty that I could calm her

fears, by obferving, that after ray next

voyage, we fliould not have occafion

ever to part again.

We immediately returned to the

town, and the next day, after paying

a vifit to th« Marquis de Poincy, and

renewing all my proteftations of con-

ftancy and fidelity to Mrs. Norfoy, I

embarked for Fort-Royal, where we ar-

rived at eight o'clock in the mornings

C 5 the
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the fecond day after my departure. I

immediately went afliore, and paid the

governor my firft vifit.

^1

i
?!

,1''

a

The Marquis de Champigny receiv-

ed me in the moft afFedlionate man-

ner, and informed me, that in confe-

quence of an agreement between the

courts of England and France, he had

rec<^ved a letter from the minifter,

which commanded him to order all the

French in the iflands of Saint Lucia,

Saint Vincent and Dominica, to quit

them immediately, and that he hourly

expcfted the Englifli commiffioner to

inform him of his having the fame

orders from his courts he informed

me
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me alfo, that he had chofen Major

Karny to fail in Mr. Prepont*s bri-

gantine, which he had direfted to be

immediately armed, to execute the

orders he Lad received, and that he

bad fent exprefsly for me, to fail with

the major upon that expedition j that

upon our return, he would take the

opportunity of failing to the Grenades^

where he had alfo fome orders to ex-

ecute, and that after we had brought

him back to Fort-Royal, we might

make a voyage toCuracoa, an ifland

belonging to the Dutch ; as the fea-

fon, he was afraid, would be too far

advanced, he faid, before his return

from the Grenades, for Mr. Prepont to

C 6 execute
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execnte his agreements with the Spa-

niards, he (hould defire him to write ta

his correfpondents to inform them of

it ; during this interval, he added, I

hope I fhall receive an anfwcr to my

letters into France, with your uncle's

confent to conclude your marriage witb

Mrs. Norfoy.

About two hours after my arrival at

the governor's, Mr. Prepont came in,

and as the Marquis d»:^ Champigny was

then engaged, I informed him of the

converfation I had juft before had with

him ; he did not feem pleafcd with the

preferenc'i the Marquis had given him

in choofing his brigantine, as it very

much
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much injured him in his bufinefs, and

difconcerted his plans j but as he had

an intereft in keeping the governor's

friendfhip, he did not think proper ta

refufe him his brigantine.

In five or fix days the Englilh com-

miflioner arrived in the road, whofc

name was Aubry. As foon as they had

anchored, Mr. Aubry and all the Ofii-

cers belonging to the veffcl came afliore,

to pay a vifit to the governor, who en-

tertained them very magnificently, while

they continued in the iQand. V7e alfo

went aboard one day to dine with

them,
'

When
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When our brigantine was ready, we

took our leave of the governor, and

fail'd about four o'clock in the afternoon,

on the twelfth of May, 1730, accom-

panied by the Englifh veflel, for Fort

Saint Pierre, from whence we were to

fail for Saint Vincents, one of the Ca-

ribbee Iflands, that I have before men-

tioned*

As M. Argeville, the intendant re-

fiding at Fort Saint Pierre, had obtained

a promife of Mr. Aubry and Major

Karny, to fup with him, the evening

of the day we left Fort-Royal 5 we an-

chored in that road about eight o'clock

in the evening, and inmediately we Jt

afhore
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afhore to his houfc, where we found art

elegant fupper j after which we played

at cards, and Mr. Aubry was complai-

fant enough, to lofc very near two han-*

dred guineas.

To confole him, M. Brach, the go-

vernor of that place, propofcd to give

him his revenge, if the company would

dine with him the next day. He ac-

cepted the challenge, but he was as un-

fortunate as the day before ; about ten

o'clock in the evening, we all withdrew

aboard our Veflels. We weighed anchcH*

the next morning at three o'clock, the

fourteenth of May, 1 730, and failed for

Sainc
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Saint Vincents, where we anchored at

noon on the fifteenth.

• We immediately, as well as the Eng-

glifh, fent a trumpeter afhore, to fum-

mon all the French and Englifh inhabi-

tants in the ifland, to meet upon the

beach the next day at noon, in order to-

be informed of the orders given by the

two courts, that they might not plead

ignorance as the caufe of their difobe-

dichce^

''ii;

We afterwards went and dined aboard

of the Englifh pinnace, having been

invited the preceding evening ; the

healths of the two Kings were celebrated

with
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with the difcharge of all our artillery,

and in the afternoon, we returned aboard

of our brigantine» after having engaged

the Englifti gentlemen to dine with us

the next day.

The next day we went afliore, and

found fixty-four perfons affembled upoa

the beach, among which, there was only

one Englifh family, compofed of nine

perfons, and fifty-four French. We
informed them of the orders of the fe-

parate courts, that they fhould evacuate

the iQand in three months from that

notice, and without any hope of the

ti^e fixed being put oflf further. Hav*

ing made this public proclamation, we

rc-

WiM^Li



\

42 Voyages and Adventures

returned, accompanied by the Englllh

gentlemen, aboard of our brigantine,

where we fpent the day chearfully.

At the time the Englifti gentlemen

were thinking of departing for their

own veflel, there came fevcnteen perfons

in a canoe along. fide of us, and afked

for Mr. Aubry. As foon as they were

condudled before him, an old man of

ninety-five years of age attradted our

attention, when he thus addreflcd Mr.

Aubry, in a grave and afTefting man-^

Bcr.

w\
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•• The perfon who now addrcffes you,

ff Sir, is the only Englifhman belong-
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ing to, or being in the ifland of Saint

Vincents : it has been my place of

refidence the laft fixty years of my

life, and I was thirty- five years of

age when I arrived there firft^ the

eight perfonsL who furround me> are

my wife, my two fons and their

wives, and my three grand- children.

An Englilh clergyman, who was here

about ten years ago, performed the

matrip^onial fervice, which was the

only thing wanting to fandify and

render our union legal. I admimfter«»

ed baptifm to my wife before I mar-

ried her ; I likewife performed that

neceflary fervice to my fons, and they

have likewife ufcd it with their wives

** and

.'t'
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i4

•* and children, and I have alfo inftrud

•* ed them in thofe principles I imbibed

" in my early youth; they received

" them with good-will and pleafiire,

•* and my utmofl defires would have

** been fulfilled, if my poor inftruftions

•• would have brought all the reft of

** the idand to a proper knowledge

*• of the fupreme God •, but providence

" has not given fuch an cxtenfive bkf-

" fing to my labors, and it Is un-

** doubtedly relerved for fome perfoti

^ more worthy than I am, ta bring

** them to a knowledge and praflice of

** the true faith. All the Caribbees you

** fee attending me here, compofc my

own family, and thofe of my fons^Li

4( ex-

y
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<* except one, who is at this inftant the

" Chief of the nation, chofen purpofel)r

*« by them, to attend me on my pre-

" fent defign j to join his intreaties in

** the name of all the inhabitants of

** the ifland, with mine and my fons,

*' together with our families^, to be- •

" leech you not to force a man of my
•' years, who is already upon the verge

" of eternity, to abandon his family,

" none of whom can be compelled to

" leave the- ifland except myfelf, as

" none elfe w^re born fubjedbs to the

** King of Great Britain : my old age

" and infirmities, here make me re-

*' vered and beloved ; but if I was ob-

[t liged tp abandon the ifland, I mufl:

" be-

1
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*« become burthenfome to the (late, as

« I have neither relation, friends or ac»

** quaintances in the world, except

*' where 1 now am. Therefore I flatter

*' m^felf, that afFcfted with myjuft re-

«' prefentations,you willconfent togrant

•* me the favor we jointly implore of

«« you ; I am convmced, that the

•« French nation, whom Major Karny

«* reprefents here, will not refufc their

** confcnt."

We all of us joined our intreatics to

that of the poor old man, and he ob-

tained what he fo ardently defired

:

therefore there was a deed immediately

drawn up, to grant him leave to remain

in

U
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ill the illand, and it was figncd by Mr.

Aubry and Major Karny, together with

the principal officers, and the commif-

fioner of each nation had a copy of it.

We then enquired of the good old man,

by what chance he firft came to the

iOind, and what were the motives that

had determined him to pafs his life

there; we gave him a large glafs of

punch to fupport him, during the time

of his giving us his hiftory, which he

thus began.

fH

The Hiftory of Mr. Thompfon.

1 was born on the fcvcnteenth of

June, 1635, in the county of Oxford;

my

! !'i
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my father, who was ftrongly attached

to the intereft of Charles the firfl:, king

of England ; from his fidelity and loy-

alty to that qnfortunate prince, drew up-

on himfelf agreat many enemies, among

the Protedlor's party •, ht fupported the

intereft he hs*d efpoufed with the greateft

part of his fortune, but at length fell a

vidim to the refentment of the ufurper

Cromwell, and his followers and adhe-

rents ; my mother, who had the ten-

dereft regard for my father, furvived

his death only two months. . As I was

left an orphan very young, one of my

uncles by my mother's fide, charged

himfelf with the care of my <:ducation,

and
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and as my fortune was by no means

equal to my birth, he defigned me for

the bar. When I was come to the age

of fifteen years, he fent me to the imi-

verfity of Cambridge, to ftudy the law

and natural philofophy. I continued at

Cambridge for the fpace of ten years,

and then returned to my uncle's in Ox-

ford, where he had removed fince I left

him, and fell in love with one of my

coufins, who returned my afFedions. I

afked her in marriage of my uncle, but

he refufed me, informing me, that he

had promifed her to Mr. Lynch, there-

fare he could not recede from his word.

I knew, at the fame time, that Mifs

Clark (that was the name of my coufin)
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detefted Mr. Lynch, for the many bad

qualities he poflfefled : fhe therefore

joined her intrcaties to mine, to change

the fentiments of her father j but it was

in vain, for that inflexible man perfifted

in his refufal. .

i

; 1 1!

%, !;

About three months afterwards, and

at the time they were making prepara-

tions for the wedding, my uncle was

fuddenly feized with a fit of an apo-

plexy, of which he died in three days

afterwards, which occafioncd a rupture

immediately between Mr. Lynch and

niy coufin. After the time allotted for

•lourning was expired, I married my

coufin, who joined to her beauty and

vivacity.
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vivacity, much foftnefs and an excel-

lent difpofuion.

Six weeks after our marriage, we re-

folved to go and pafs a month at my

brother-in-law's houfe in the country, to

^hich he had given us an invitation. It

was eight miles from Oxford, but we

kd not gone more than three, when

pafling along the flcirts of a wood, we

were attacked by fix men in mafks ; one

of them fired a piilol at our coachman,

to flop him ; the ball only flightly graz-

ing the fcUow's flioulder, entered my

wife*s head, and flie fell dead into my

arms. Judge, gentlemen^ of my rage

and defpair-, I inftantly threw myfelf

• D 2 out
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out of the coach, and advancing to thofe

infamous affafTins, I cried out, finifli my

life, barbarians, fhoot me too, fince you

have deprived the moft amiable worn ii

in the world of her life. Alas ! what

have I done? which was immediately

pronounced by one of the aflafiins, made

me rtcoileft the voice of Lynch, who

inftantly clapped fpurs to his horfe, and

rode off with his companions.

i

i.i

i!;
',

The defire of revenge, which I wiflied

to have perfonally, rather than by the

laws of my country, animated me almoft

to madnefs : I returned to Oxford,- to

depofite in the cold earth, all 1 held

dear in the world. Good God ! why

did



of the Chevalier Dupont. 53

did I not fufFer with her ? why did I

out-live her? what troubles, diftrefles,

crimes and remorfe would not my death

at that time have fpai ed me !

During the year of my widowhood,

I fettled my affairs, and fold the little

cllate I had, for even a fifth part lefs

than the real value, that 1 might have

ready money. I made a voyage to Rot-

terdam, and treated with a captain of a

fliip belonging to the Eaft-India com-

pany, who was to fail in a fortnight,

for my paffage to Batavia, which was

the place of his deftination.

D 3 I re-
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I returned to Oxford, and the even-

ing before my departure from it for

ever, I waited for Mr. Lynch, who Tup-

ped that night with one of his friends,

whofe daughter he was to nfiarry in a

few days» I accofted him as foon as he

had left the houfe, which was in the

ikirts of the city, and after reproaching

him as the atrocioufnefs of his crime

defervcd^ I drew a piftol from my poc-

ket, and Ihot him through the head. I

did not return again into the city, but

inftamly let off for London (as I had

provided horfes at a fmall difiance) where

immediately upon my arrival, I made

the beft of my way for Rotterdam. I ar-

rived there in fafety, and embarked

aboard

r,:

;Hi
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aboard the Eaft Indiaman the next day,

and we failed in the evening for the

Cape of Good Hope.

The eighteenth day after our depar-

ture from Rotterdam, we were attacked

by a Sallee Rover, who, after an obfti-

nate and bloody engagement, took our

veffel, and carried into flavery the re-

mainder of our ciew, which were redu-

ced to eleven with myfelf included.

Notwithftanding the Barbarians very

much extolled the greatncfs of my cou-

rage, it did not prevent them ftrip-

ping me, as well as the reft of my

fellow-fufFerers ; they condu<S:ed us to

Sallee, a city in Africa, in the kingdom
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of Fez, and belonging to the emperor

of Morocco. Upon dividing us annongft

the adventurers, my lot fell to belong

to the captain, who was called Soliman;

he fent me, upon our arrival at Sallee,

to a houfe he had in the country, about

two miles from that city.

f, I,

During the firft.month ihat I was his

flavc, he treated me wiih great kind-

nefs, and employed me in the garden,

which I underftood very well; about

the expiration of that time, he cpnv

manded me before him, and informed

me, that if I would be circunicifed and

embrace Mahometifm, be would give

me my freedom and his daughter in

. mar-
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marriage, if I would promife to^aflfifl:

him in his voyages againft the Euro-

peans-, he added, that if I refufcd the

advantageous offers that he made me,

he well knew how to make me repent

ir, by employing me in the vileft and

mod laborious kinds of work. The

love of life, the horror of torture, the

delicacy of my habit of body, the im-

pofTibility of ever recovering my liberty

otherwife j in fliort, the extreme mifery

that threatened me in future, which

would have been fufficient to have fha-

ken even the mod folid virtue, deter-

mined me to put on the turban, to

marry the daughter of my mafter, and

to make war againfl: the Chriftians.

D 5 Three
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Three years pafled away in that manner,

and at the expiration of that time, my

wife died of a mifcarriage,aged only nine-

teen •, I regretted her lofs very fincerely,

as fhe really loved me, and was difpofed

to turn and live a Chriftian life, and we

had agreed, that upon the death of her

father, or upon the firft opportunity

that prcfented itfelf, to fail to Holland,

where I wa? to abjure Mahometifm, and

ihe was to be baptized •, but providence,

which direfts all things to its will, dif-

concerted and deftroycd our fcbemes,

and I was obliged to give her tbe facra-

metit myfelf, but two hours before Ih€

clofed her eyes for ever.

The
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The year following, Soliman, A\ho

was advanced in years and had loft the

u!e of his limbs by difeafe, ordering me

one day to approach his bedfide, faid to

me, my dear Ali-zcrben, the fatal mo-

ment is near at hand, when the ftroke

of death will feparatc me from the land

of the living, to go to join our great

Prophet. If you will fwear to me upon

the Alcoran, that you will always be

faithful to the law of the true believers,

I fhall die contented, and you {hall in-

herit all my poirelTions. I did not hefi-

tate a moment to confent to what he re-

quired, and eight days afterwards he

gave up the ghoft in my arms, I fpared

for no expence to make his funeral equal

D 6 to
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to the credit he lived in. I then paid

every thing that was due, either upon

his account or my own, and ordered the

houfe which he had in Sallee, and his

country houfe, both to be thorouglily

repaired ; the latter I finilhed in a very

elegant manner, and bought the moft

beautiful flaves I could find, to put in

my feraglio; in ftiort, I condu6ted my-

felf fo well, according to the ideas of

the people of that country, that fo far

from fufpefting me, they conlidered me

as one of the moft zealous Mahometans

in the kingdom. Eight months after

the death of my father-in-law, a Dutch

veffel arrived to treat for the ranfom of

fome flaves of that nation : I had two

in

m-

'
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in my poflcffion, which gave me an

opportunity of having frequent inter-

views with the commander of the vefTel^

whom I found to be a man of great in-

tegrity. I conceived fo great an efteem

for him, that I difclofed my adventures

to him without reluftance, and inform-

ed him, that I had long defigned to re-

turn into Holland, whenever I could

meet with an opportunity. He imme-

diately offered me a paffagc in his veffel j

and we agreed, that to prevent my cf-

cape being difcovered, I (hould difguife

myfelf as a flave, the day on which he

was to fail out of the port, and ftiould

pafs as one of the two Dutchmen

that belonged to me, but to prevent

the

I,
I ':
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the perfon continuing in flavery, in

• whofe place I was fub{litutf*d, the com-

mander of the veffel was to go to the

Dutch conful, and pay the price of his

ranfoni to him, in ©rdcr, that after we

were gone, the conful might procure him

his pafiagc to Holland by the firft oppor-

tunity. Thefe things being thus refalv-

ed upon, I colleftcd what I had in jew-

els, goM and filver, to the amount of

about -wcr^ty thoufand pounds, and put

them in little caikcts, fomc of which,

Captain Wirdcft, who was the com-

mander of the veffel, always carried

away with him, every time ht went

aboard from my houfe. The day be-

fore my departure, I made great prepa-

lations
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rations for a grand feftival, which I

faid I propofcd to give two days after-

wards, and invited the principal people

of the town, to come to fee me on that

day. I took care, before I went to bed

in the evening, to inform one of my

two Dutch flaves, who was to continue

there in my flcad, of my refolmion,

and alfo of what I had done upon his

account, and made him a prefcnt of

twenty guineas, to purchafe himfelf any

thing that he might have occafion for

afterwards. The next morning, which

was the day fixed on, I fcnt all my
flaves to my countiy fear, and or-

dered the Dutchman to go to the

coniul's, and wait there till after the

de- i-1
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departure of our veflTel. I then dif-

gulfed myfelf in fuch a manner, aa to

make it impoflible to diftinguilh me,

and waited with my other flave the arri-

val of Captain Wirdefl:, who did not

make us wait long, before he came, and

took every thing that remained of my

valuable effefts, and carried them and

us aboard with him, without giving the

leaft lufpicon. Wc weighed anchor im-

^.mediately upon our arrival aboard, and

failed with all the canvafs we dare

fpread, as foon as out of fight of land,

for Rotterdam, where we arrived in

fafety on ChriftmasAday, in the year,

1669.

m>
..
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As foon as I arrived in Hollandy I

I immediately abjured Mahometifm, and

fome few days afterwards, departed for

Amfterdam, where I found an opportu-

nity of dtfpofing of my diamonds to

the Jews very advantageoufly. During

my refidence in that city, I became ac-

quaintcd with an Englifliman, vvho was

the captain of a fhip lying at that tim€

at Rotterdam, and he was (o depart in

a few days for Barbadoes. My define

to increafe my fortune, and my irrc-

fiftible inclination to fee foreign parts,

made me wifti to accompany him oti

his voyage, without once reflefting oh

the new rifks I ran from my ambition,

which was more culpable, as my for-

tune,

,{/,.
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tune^ at that time^ was fufficient to en«

able me to live with fplendor and ele-

gance in the world. I propofed ic to

the captain, and he accepted it with

pleafurc ; we therefore finilhed our af-

fairs in that city, and in eight days re-

turned to Rotterdam, from whence we

failed foon afterwards for Barbadces. It

was not Jong, before I had rcafon to

Tcpcnf of the rafh cmt^rprixe I had un-

dertaken^ for on the twenty-fourth day

.after our departure, w^ perceived a vcf-

/el chafing ui, with all the fail Qxe could

.carry, and it was foon to be diftinguifh-

^ed, that it was a pirate fhip; as (he

was a cleaner veflel and fader failer than

.oiir fliip, it was ir. vain to offer to fly,

and
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and as we mounted a confiderable num-

ber of gnns, and had plenty of ammu-

nition, and owt (liip*s company very

brave fellows, we refolved to defend

ourfelves to the kft extremity. After

an engagement, very warm on bo:'i

fides, for the fpace of two hours, the

pirate, who was a Frenchman, attempt-

ed to board us, wliich we ufed all our

efforts to avoid, when we pcrcdved a

very thick fmokc to come between

Decks, land ft>on afterwards, weoblcrved

the flames arife, which fpread over all

the fore part of the (hip in a very few

minutes, which oWiged us to retreat to

her quarters, and feeing no rtfource but

fubmiflfion, we ftruckj but the fire

gained

I.
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gained with fuch fwifcnefs, even the

fternnioft part of the veGel, that the

enemy dared not approach, left flic

fhould catch fire and perifli with ii?,

which made me take the refolLition of

jumping overboard and fwimming to

the pirate, rather than be burned to

death: the pirates faw.me jump over-

board, and immediately hoifted out

their boat^ which they fent to my aflif-

tance, and condufted me aboard. 1 had

not been in their veflel more than five

minutes, before the fire, which had

fpread nearly fore and aft in the (hip

I had quitted, caught the powder room,

and (he blew up, with a mod terrible

cxplofion -, out of fifty- feven people wl.o

were

:ii!
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i^ere in her when we quitted Rotterdam,

was the only man faved. As I became

Ifenfelefs upon my being conducted

aboard of the pirate, they put me in a

Ihammock, after pulling off my own

Idoaths and putting on others ; they

Ifoon afterwards poured a glafs of brandy

[down my throat, which revived me a

Ijii'tle, and in two hours afterwards they

bled me; the next morning I recovered

[my fenfes, but alas ! they ferved only to

make me more fenfible of my mifery.

The captain of the Ihip afked me if I

was willing to be one of them, or if I

had rather be put alhore on the firft

ifland they fell in with : I chofe the lat-

Iter. During the time I continued

aboard.

i
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aboard, they treated me with great hu-

manity, and on the twenty -firft day af.

ter they had taken me up, they anchored

off this ifland to water, and they put

me aftiore ^ere, on the fcventeenthofi

April, 167.. TScy gave jne, upoaj

landing me here, two check Airts, onej

pair of breeches, one pair of trowfcrsi

and one pair of (hoes, with four piaftres,|

a bottle of brandy, three bifcaits and a

piece of dry cheefe : thefe were all I

received in exchange for my deaths,

which were very rich, thirty gui«

neas that I bad in my pocket, a gold

watch, and a diamond ring which 1

wore upon my finger, worth about a|

hundred Spanifti piftoles. As foonas

they

t ii|::
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they lud left me, I advanced into the

ifland with my whole cargo of provi-

fions and wearing apparel, which did

not much fatigue me from their weight

:

I had not gone far, before I perceived

jfome huts, and I entered into the firft

I

I

came to, where 1 found two men and

Tour women, feated upon the ground •,

'/ made them underftand in the beft

manner I was able, the misfortune that

had happened to me, and the greatneft

of my hunger, which I did by putting

my fingers to my mouth and moving

my jaws, as in the a6t of maftication ;

they feemed to lament my misfortune,

by putting their hands to their fore-

heads, and afterwards laying them upon

their
';Vi " J
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their hearts. They brought me fome

boiled rice and broiled kid to cat, and a

liquor they called maby to drink, which

is made of the juice of fugar canes and

oranges, fermented in water for two

days, when it acquires the color of cla-

ret, and is a very agreeable liquor, tho'

if drank plentifully, it is apt to produce

the cholic. 1 was willing to give them

my bottle of brandy, but it was' with dif-

ficulty I could make them accept of it;

they flung me a hammock to fleep in,

in the corner of their hut. I had the

next day and the following one, all the

Carribbees in the ifland to vifit me, who

teftified by every poflible demonftration,

tbeir joy upon having me amongft them.

1 fhewed
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I Ihewed a dcfire one day to accompany

them in the chace, and they immedi-

ately gave me a bow and arrows for

that defign, but perceiving my rwk-

wardnefs in the ufe of them, ^for in-

deed, till that time, I had never fcen

fjch) they procured me the next day,

an old rufty mufket ; however, I went

to work to polilh it, and fucceeded in

it tolerably well, and alfo made a fliift

|tomend the lock, but then I had nei-

jther powder nor fhot.; I gave them one

of my piaftcrs, and made them under-

ftand my wants ; accordingly, they took

a canoe and went to Fort-Royal, and

jbrought me back what- 1 wanted. One

lay that I was hunting with them, I

Vol. III. - E obferved
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obfervcd confidcrable trafts of land that

were uncultivated, therefore I informed

them, that I (hould be glad to have a

part allotted me to amufe myfelf

with ; they gave me a piece, and 1

planted different parts of it with to-

bacco, maize, rice, millet, &c. all whicli

produced excellent crops. Infenfiblyl

became accuftomed to their manners,

and from the refpeft they (hewed me,

liked them very well : the beauty and

fertility of the ifland, every thing ne-

ceffary for the fupport and comfort of

human life, without either gold or El-

ver, murder or robbery ; the fimplicity

of the inhabitants, the foftnefs of their

manners, the friendihip that exifted

amongd

y^



of the Chevalier Dupont. Tj

amongft theni; in fhort, liberty, the

mod defirablc gift dli nature, fo valua*

ble to thofe who know how to eftcem

it properly, had fuch powerful and irre-

fiftible charms, that in a (hort timCy I

firmly refolved, never more to quit fuch

generous hofts, who, although they are

called favagcs, are more honeft and.

more humane, than the men whgfe po-

lilhed manners ought to place them as

examples to the whole world*

I learned to fpeak their language in

lefs than eighteen months, fufficient to

difcover in my converfation with them,

the amiablenefs of their difpofitions : at

length, after refifting their folicitations

E 2 for
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for ten years, I confented to take a wife

amongft them. I had by my wife, two

fons, who attend me^ they are now fet«

tied, and have children of their own;

at prefent my only defirc is, that Go]

will never permit any ofmy defcendants

to leave this happy country, to live in

any inhabited by polite men, left they

fhould be corrupted by their example,

and become by imitating them, moie to

be dreaded than the lions and tygers,

which fill the horrid woods and fandy

defarts of Africa.

As foon as the good old man had

tlius pathetically concluded his hiftory,

he repeated his thanks and retired, very

happy
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happy with his family, by our indul-

igence.

We agreed to fpend tlie following

[day afliore in huntings but were obliged

to return very early, as a violent hurri-

jcane came on in the forenoon, therefore

m immediately returneu aboard our

[vefTels, and as foon as we had changed

mx cloaths, which were wet thorough,

[we went to dinner aboard of the Eng-

Iglilh pinnace, and returned in the even-

ing aboard af the brigantine.

I fhall add nothing to the defcription

|of this ifland. that I have given before,

[iinlefs, that it is the moft fertile of all

E 3 the
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the iQands in that latitude, and the moil

commodious, for both good anchorage

and good water ; the plenty of rivers in

this ifliand contribute very much to the

fertility of it. There arc large woods

in the ifland, the timber of which is fit

for various purpoles.

If;

i .

I I

The following day, we weighed and

failed for Saint Lucia, where we arrived

the nineteenth of May. As it was

late, we were obliged to defer fend-

ing our trumpeters alhore that day,

but we fent them the following, to

fummon all the Englifli and French

the next day, to meet upon the beach

at twelve o'clock at noon.

As

\4
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As foon as we had come to an anchor,

! Mr. Prepont and myfelf went afhore to

fup with and lie at father Athenafius's,

who was very glad to fee us, and re-

galed us in the beft manner he could,

with turtle and ejccellent fifh, which he

had bought that day. He had a com-

panion with him, whom he was not very

well plcafed witfi. He was, he faid,

too young, too obftinate, and but

litde calculated to fucceed him in the

apoftolical fundlion, therefore he was

determined to write to his fuperiors to

fend another in his ftead.

The next day major Harvey came to

pay a vifit to the Father, who, when

E 4 he
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he was acquainted with the caufe of our

voyage, was afraid that he (hould have

been comprized in the order we were

charged with, but we convinced him

that he was excepted. The nnajor dined

with us, and returned aboard in the

evening.

The day following we made the pro-

clamation. There were in this ifland

only nine French, four Englifli, and

two Swifs J thefe latter nor !::ing born

fubjefls of cither of the two kings, and

the ifland being neutral, .they alfo were

excepted.

Wc
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We went to dine aboard the brigan-

tine, v'here major Karney had invited

Mr.Aubry and all the Englifh officers t

we took with us the two fathers, who,

although monks, were received very

politely by the Englifh, who earneftly

Elicited them to dine aboard of their

: i^nace the next day.

Mr. Prepont and myfelf returned

iifhore with the fathers to fupper, and

the next day we w^nt aboard of the

Englifh vcffel with them, where we

were very agreeably entertained. I ob-

ferved that the Englifh gentlemen had

a defire to divert themfelves at the ex-

pence of the young father, who they

. E 5 en-
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endeavoured to make drunk : I remark-

ed it to father Athenafius, who fat be-

tween him and me, that he might pre-

vent ir, for he began to ftammer in his

fpeech already ; we foon afterwards

made him drink two difkes of coffee,

which prefenily recovered him again.

We accompanied the holy fathers afliore

as ufunlj at whofe houfe we fupped and

lay. The next morning we took our

leave of thtm ; we prefcnted our offer-

ings, which they did not refufe, and

we went aboard a brigantine, where the

Engiifli gentlemen came to dinner, and

flayed with us till late in the even-

ing.

I fliall

I' \
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I fliall only add to my former de-

fcription of the ifland of St. Lucfa,

that it lies in the latitude of thirteen,

and feme minutes north of the equa-

tor J it has feveral beautiful vallies in

it, which are very fertile, and large

woods, which are fit for almoft every

purpofe : it has plenty of rivers in it,

and they aflFord excellent fi(h •, the air

is very wholefome, and independent of

the ferpents, &c. that I before nsen^

tioned, there are a great number of fcor-

pions; the bites of thefe animals are

difficult to cure.

Although when he parted from the

Englifh in the evening, major Karney

E 6 and
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and Mr. Aubry had agreed to fail the

next day for Dominica, the latter came

to us at feven the next morning, to en-

gage us, as we were k> very near Bar-

badoes, to go and fpend a few days

with him there, and fail from thence to

Dominica, and after finifihing our or-

ders there, we might part and fail for

our refpeftive habitations. We agreed

to his proppfal, and the twenty-fixth of

May we weighed, and failed for that

ifland, where we arrived the fame day,

and anchored in the road before Bridge-

town, which is the capital of the ifland.

A battery of thirty -fix pieces of cannon

defends the entrance into the road, the

oppofite fide is very rocky ; there is an-

other
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other of ten pieces which commands

the road, and another of fix pieces.

Bridge-town is ficuated on the weftern

part of the ifland, near a large bay

they call Carlifle, which is very deep,

and large enough to have fix hundred

veflcls ride in it at one time. This

town is very unwholefome on account

of its fituation, which is low, and

on the verge of the fea ; the marlhes

or low lands furrounding it give rife to

fevcial ^ utrid difeafes, which are gene*

rally fatal in this latitude. The town

is ftrongly fortified, has a very nume-

rous garrifon, is large and very popu-

lous. The ftrcets are wide, and thehoufcs

well
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well built 5 everything breathes opu-

lence i the windows arc all glazed,

but they are obliged to re'pair theni

often, as hurricanes arc frequent

in that ifland ; the affennbly houfe is

very handfome, and the magazines and

Itorehoufes belonging to the mtrchants

are well filled ; there are a great

number of goldlmiths, jewellers, and

watchmakers, who arc all of them

rich. The commerce of this ifland is

very great, and the inhabitants in gene-

ral are rich, generous, and affable to

ftrangers. The governor of the ifland

and the principal officers and magifl:rates

make this town their place of refidencc.

The men are tall, well made, and fair

;

j-vM the
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the woman are pretty, and very

agreeable ; they feem to be remarkably

proliri'" in this ifland, as wherever you

go, you fee a large family of children.

We continued at this ifland till the

fccond of June, where we pafled three-

fourths of our time at table and play. It

was here I firft began to experience the

reverfe of fortune ; I had till then been

treated as a fpoiled child, but I have

paid very dear for it fince. I loft eighty

guineas there, but it did not prevent

me purchafing twenty-five bottles of

Barbadoes water, and as many of

orange.

i
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Barbadoes is fituated on the eaft of

Saint Lucia, in the latitude of thirteen

degrees •, it is about ten leagues long,

fix wide, and thirty-two in circumfe-

rence •, it is very populous, and is capa-

ble of furniihing fome thoufand com-

batants. It is by its fituation capable

alfo of being defended againft any force.

They are but indifferently off for wa-

ter in this ifland, being obliged fre-

quently to have recourfe to the rain wa-

ter in their cifterns, and other refervoirs.

The land is very fertile, and produces

ev^ry article common to the warm lati-

tude.

Befides

-r ^m



of the Chevalier Du pont^ 89

Bcfidcs the fruit- trees, which are very

plentiful in this iilaxid, there are large

woodsi, Mfiiich are both ufeful in every

kind of building, and^ produces other

kinds that are very &lucary, fuch as the

mafticb, Scc.'^- s^' cu afc :iju

.. . : y-'V^V: r'^VFfi v^ih i

Excepting the turtle doves (the Bar-

badocs doves, properly fo called),

thruihes, and fome: other fofiall birds^^

they have but a fcarcity of birds ; they:

have but little game of any kind, but-

they have great plenty of very fine fifb,

fuch as mackarel, do(5lor.s, old-wive$^ &c.

There art great quantity of fliarks

about this ifland 5 but there are no dan-

gerous

Or
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g€rous reptiles: there isa fpccies of

the fnakc which are frightful to look

at from their length and thicknefs •, but

they are quite inofFenfivc : thctc are

alfo fcorpions of a very large fize j but

they are as harmlefs there as the lizards,

which they have in great abundance. I

never knew any ifle fo peftered with

rtiufquetos, chiggers, &c, as Barbadoes

19, which are intolerably troublefome

there. ^ ^

We returned aboard our veflcls on the

fecond of June, and on the third failed

for Dominica, where we arrived fo

early on the 5fth, as to fend ourtrum-

peter afliore the fame day^ to fummon

all
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all the French and Englidi in the ifland

to meet upon the beach the next day at

noon ; but there was only one French-

man in the ifland (we gave him his paf-

fage to Fort-Royal in our brigantine i)

and an Engliflimari. ^

We dined the fame day aboard of

the Engli(h pinnace, and pafled the re*

mainder of the^ day there ; and in the

evening, after bidding a final adieu to

each other, we returned aboard our

brigantine.

I Ihall Tay nothing more here of the

religion, the culioms, and manners of the

Carabbces, having dcfcribcd them fuf-
«

ficiently

F 'fit'
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ficicntly before, except obferving the

fingular idea they have of the creation

of the world.

li.
;l

1

I
They fay that God, whom they call

Longus, was a Caribbee, and the firft

man j that he was not born of any one

;

and that after having made the earth foft

and uniform, he defcended froo) hea«

ven» where till thtta he had always

been, and bad Ured alone dutjng a

great aumber of moons ; but being tired

of living alone, he determined. to majce

fome creatures to keep him company •,

tbac for that purpofe he made men

cotnt out of the earth, aad drew wor

men from their left fide« by means of

an

I
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an Incifion; that he afterwards threw

the fcrapings of the roots of the earth

into the fea, by which means fifli were

formed, and then he returned to hea<-

ven, where he created the other terref^

trial animals ; that a long time after

Longus had performed all thele things^

he was fo incenfed at the wickednefs of

the Caribbeesi that to pimifh them he

ordered rain for feveral weeks, which

drowned all of them, except a few,

whofaved themfelv€8 in their canoes^

which were carried to thft top pf thf?

higheft mouhtaiii, which wa«^ the Only?

one uncovered with water at that time

;

that they continued there till the waft^

mg or drying up of the waters, which,

upon

B'

h
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upon retiring, carried away a great deal

of land with them, and afterwards de-

pofiting the earth they before fufpended,

ihey by that means formed other

mountains, which is the reafon of their

iflands being feparated fo far from the

continent. '

^

They are perfuadcd that there are

rivers in heaven, the overflowing of

which was t le caufc of the deluge j that

the water of the fea arifes from the fweat

and urine of the angels, and from that

caufe alone comes to be fait; and that

their river water proceeds from the fait

water paflTmg through the land, which

ads
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afls as a philter to it, and by that

means renders it taftlefs.

Although the Caribbees have a great

veneration for the mf*>on, it is a mif-

take in thofe authors w' i have men-

tioned their confidering it as a divinity.
«

It is true that at every new moon they

come out of their huts to obferve it,

and ihew their joy at the fight of it by

their cries and dances ; but it is the fun

they regard as the throne of God, be-

fore which they addrefs their prayers

and their confternation at its being

clouded, Ihews that they adore that

planet.
1 <
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The next morning, after weighing

anchor, we faluted each other with fc

vcn guns and parted ; we failed diredly

for Fort Royals where we arrived on

the eighth pf June* As foon as We came

tp^an anchor, we,wei>p,a(horc to the go-

vernor's, to whom we gave an account

of our operations, with which he ap-

peared well pleafcd.. He
I

told us we

might repofe ourfelves for eight days,

and then we might depart with hiii)

and Mr. Qrgeyillq the intendant, for

jthc; Gr,eriiad^s.

;

% ); 1

^' i

I took the opportunity of a bark,

which was going to Marigalante, to

write to Mrs. Norfojr, and received

anotner
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another letter from her four days after*

wards. I made a voyage to Fort Sc.

Pierre ^ith Mr. Prcponc, about fomc

bufinefs that we had there to fettle, and

we returned the day following with the

Intendant to Fort Royal. -Two days af-

ter our arival froni^ thence,we embarked

in our brigafrtine ; we weighed and

failed for the Grenades, where we ar-

rived on thp nineteemh of June, at

eight in the evening.

This mmd is in the latitude of ele-

ven degrees^ foine minutes. It is the

ncareft to the continent of America of

all the Weft India iflands, being only

thirty-two leagues diAant feom it, and,

VolJII. F fixty-

'Ub
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fixty-two from Martinico. Its length

from north to fouth is ten leagues, be-

tween four and five in breadth, and

twenty-two in circumference. The

port is on the weft fide of the ifland,

narrow at the entrance, but fpaclous

afterwards^ and very well calculated

for careening. The land is very fer-

tile, and produces coffee, fugar, &c,

with all the articles produced in thofe

latitudes. There is plenty of game in

the inand, efpecially mountain and

turtle doves. They have no venomous

or dangerous animals upon or around

the ifland, except the (harks. They

have great plenty of fi(h, fuch as doc*

tor8> old- wives, &c. This ifland was

. formerly
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formerly inhabited only by Caribbccs >

but for a century pad has been inha-

bited by Europeans.

We went alhorc the next day, and

dined with the governor, M. Larnage.

As we were fitting at table they came

to inform us, that the eight failors who

Ijiad brought us afhore were all returned

lick aboard, and had all of them been

bled. Two hours afterwards we were

informed that three of them were dead,

and the other five were attacked with

the fanie diforder, and had been blooded

[again. We imagined the air muft be

infcfted, therefore we determined to

embark again the fame day, which we

F 2 did

{

11*

i

i

f
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<]id with the utmoft expedition, after

the Marquis dc Champigny and the in-

tendant had given their orders.

We weighed and ftood away for

Fort Foyal the moment we came

aboard; but we had already got the

difeafc alxiard in its moft violtnt date,

and in three days,N which was the length

of our paflage, we threw overboard

twenty- feven foldiers and failors who

had died of the difeafe. The intendant

and myfelf were both attacked with

it; but happy ior us we tried cor-

dials and fudorifirs, inftead of bleed-

ing, as the others had done, by which

means we recovered again ih three

weeks.

i r
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weeks. The Marquis de Champig«y

and Mr. Prepoiit **4d each of them a

(light touch of it. I know not who

was imprudent enough to inform Mrs«

Norfoy of my illnefs, but I was afto-

nifbcd at feeing her enter my apart-

ment with her brother the eighth day

aficr my arrival at Fort Royal. The

governor found tl%ero beds at his houfe,

and they never left, me tili my health

was perfeftly reftored. I received, du*

ring that interval, the tendered proofs

of Mrs. Norfoy's affedion for me. In

fiiorCi as foon as I was capable of bear-

ing any fatigue^ I took leave of the

Marquis de Chanfipigny, and embarked

with Mrs. Norfoy and Mr. Chanzy for

. F 3 .
Fort

',li

i

\

i
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i^ I,? I

I

\ \i

Fort Saint Pierre, where Mr. Prepont

had been for fifteen days before em-

ployed in freighting the brigantine.

The next day Mr. Chanzy and his

fiflcr failed for Marigalante. The day

following we went to lie aboard the bri-

gantine, and having finiflied our load*

ing, we weighed anchor the next day,

and failed for- Curacao on the twenty-

fixth of July, 1730.

After a voyage of fourteen days we

anchored in the port of Curacao (under

Spanifh colors) which gives its name

to the town which is clofe to it, and

fituatcd on the weftern fide of the

ifland i we exchanged part of our com-

modities,

t̂Hk

It? rt
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modities, which confided of fugar, cot-

ton, indigo, qulckfilver^ &c. for hides^

(which are a confiderable article of trade

in chat iQand,} wool, and piaftres ; we

refervred the reft, fuch as linen, muflin,!

laces, hats, gold and filver laces, (hoes,

I

and iron wares of all kinds, for Cayenne,

where we expefted to difpofe of them
'

'to much more advantage than at Cu-

racao.. .: ,.
,

.

In five weeks we finifhed our affairs

at this ifland ; we dealt with the Jew

merchants to a confiderable amount,

who are vciry numerous in that town,

[they are very rich, aid have a fynagogue

there- We difpofedof our quickfilver

F 4 to
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to thtmy and got a very large profit

ffO«n it. On€ day tliat we went lo dm
with one of them to condiidc a bairgain,

we t^et with Mr. fi^^^» mentioned in

the former part of thk hiftory, in a

moft dep}oraib}e Aate. He informed

us that he had got great profit in the

Spanifh colonies by trade with the mo-

ney die IVfarquis de Champigny had

advanced him, and he came to that

ifland to purfuif the advantage he had

bcftyrc gained $ but being unfortunate

enough to attach himfetf to a young

Dutchwoman, like, with the loflcs be

iiiAained at play, had ratncd him in five

npionths. He added, that he had been

obliged to difpofe of even his wearing

i
- apparel

ti
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ippard from time to time for his fup-»

port, whiift he waited for feme Dutch

vcffel's arrival, in which be might re-

turn to Europe^ as he dared not prefent

himfelf before the Marquis de Cham-^

pigny, after hitving To flagrantly abufed

bis goodnefs. Mr. PrepOfit, whofe hu-

mai^e difpofition could not fee any per^

fbn in d.iftrefs without endeavoring to

relieve them, told him, that if be

would promifc never to be guilty of

fuch indifcrdtions for the future, he

would advanct bitn a hundred Spanifh

piAoIe^ to trade with tipon his ovfn s^C*

cour^, with which He would purcbafe

|oOds for him at Curacao; that he

fcould fail with us to Cayenne to dif-

r F 5 pofe
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pofe of them, and (hould return with

us to Fort Royal, where we would un-

dertake to make his peace with the

Marquis de Champignjr^ Mr. Prcpont

did even more for him ; for hercdcem-^

fd, for thirty Spanifh piftoles, the ef-

feds Mr. B*** had pledged with the

Jew merchant, at whofe houfe we then

were, and gave him ten more, that he

might not be in want whilftwe con-r

tinued at Curacao.

Two days afterwards Mr. B*** came

aboard our brigantine with all his

baggage, and defired Mr. Prepont to

permit him to continue aboard during

the feven or eight day^ that we were to

c - remain
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remain at the ifland. Mr. Preponc

readily confented, as he perceived that

his defire arofe from the fear of his

creditors arrefting him, who, as they

knew he was to depart Toon, would

take every opportunity of diftrcfllng

him.

After having concluded our buHnefs

at Curbcao, we embarked the twenty-

fecondofAugud, and failed the twenty-

third for Cayenne, where we anchored

on the eighteenth of September fol-

lowing.

Curacao is an ifland fituated in tbe

north of Terra Firma, and th<; province

F 6 of
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ofVcncziieh, from which it is about

-feven or eight leagues drftartcc. It is

aboiXt ten or eleven leagues lorrg, and

five or fix wide. The moft northern

part of it k in the latfttide of tt—40^.

On thelourb part of the ifland there is

a very good harbor, which they call

' Sanfta Barbara j but the principal har-

bor is on the weffiern Rde of the fflandy

where the principal town is, which they

alfo call Curacao. Loaded veffek which

enter this harbor ought always to be

fuTniflxed with a cable, ready to throw

towards the fort; for is no. ppfS)le to

, anchor on the other fide of the mouth

of the harbor, and the currents run

very ftrong towards thai fide. When
"

T -
they
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they arc once entered throngh the

mouth, there h no harbor can be fefer

nor more commodious for the careen-

ing of veiTcls. There is a citadel in thr#

town well fortified, with a good gar-*

rifbn, and a nuiwroua. sutiMeFy. Th«

hauies in. the towa are very well hxsAh^

and very elcgane. Thevc are tMnf

n:h tnerch&n:s live there now^aod bai^e

eftabKibed fugar plantafiortf In thait

idafid, wliere the meadows formerly

only ferved for feeding Cattle, which

ihey have in great plenty there. There

are two high mouBtariits in the iffand,'

but the greateft part of it is level and

tmiform ; .it is Icfs confidered for i^i

prododions^ than its convenient fim^-

* ^ '
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tion for trade with the Spaniards. They

have la. veffcls conie frequently from

Holland, loaded with European goods,

which they difpofe of very advan-

tageoufly. The Dutch iikcwife poiTefs

two other iflands adjacent to Curacao,

called Aruba and Bonanie. The latter

is fituated the neareft toTcraFirma,

and lies between Curacao and Marga-

ritta. There is a governor who always

refides there.

r I

lill;

i

, The day after our arrival at Cayenne,

we went alhore, and paid a vifit to M.

Beauharnois^ who was at that time go-

vernor of the ifland. He received us

very politely, and promifed us all the

fervice
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fcrvice in his power. A Dutch mer-

chant that we accidentally met with ia

this idand, who was formerly an ac-
'

quaintancc of Mr. Prepont's, advifed

us to. treat with the Jews, w|io. lived

principally at the town of Armire, as

they were the moft likely to purchafe

our cargo. Vj^Te confented to follow his

advice^ and difpatched M. Tra^nforC

and Mi B«^—- to that place, to treat

with one of them, who was named

Ifaac G^iii, to whom, we had been par-

ticularly direded, for which purport

they carried with them an inventory o(

all our goods. Two days afterwards,

they returned with that Jew, who told

US) that not having yet received hia

fortune.
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forrunr, whkrii wa* at Surinam, he

could not treat with us; but that if wc

wouk] agr€€ to give him his pafTage to

that cfty, and bri^g him back again to

Cayenne^ befidefi maiking him^ a present,

he would aflcrre us of the difpofal of our

vrhole cargOt at a much more advan*

tageou^ ratCi than vrt could get where

we th*ft We?ie. We cc^fcfre with our

Dutch merchant ii^pon his propofa), who

engaged m to acicept it, and defired, we

would (Ato give him a paffltge to Sun-*

iHim^ wbere, be f^i^ hi* c^uld find mom

eecafions to ferve m ;^ we itfHttediatcly

confentcd, and he performed what he

faid, fo effcntiaUy, that without him, our

teflel and cafrgo h^ bien^ CDrifirc^cecl,
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9& will he icta in the fequel. In confe-

qiience of this reiblfmbn, having fold,

dirring three weeks that we continued

sc Cayenne, aTl our (hoes, about half

our hats, feme pieces of linen, muflins^

and fome iron ware, we took our leave

of the governor and went aboard our

brigantine, with four Dutch failors,

whom wc had hired in lieu of that nuin-

ber who had died fince our departure

from Martinico, and failed on the ninth

of Oftober for Surinam.

Cayenne is an ifland fituated very

near the equinoftial line, being lefs than
*

, • - *

a degree only from it, and diftant about

one hundred leagues from the river of

the

K
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the Amazons. It takes its name from

a river called Cayenne. At the mouth

of this river are two points of land, on

one of which is built a fort, which

would have every advantage to be wifli-

ed for, if they had any other water, than

what they catch in cifterns. The an-

chorage at the foot of the fort is very

good, and velTcls may lie dole to the

land of either fide^ without fear of in*

jury. The land in general is level

and uniform, and affords excellent grafs

for the cattle. This ifland is about

fixty-eight leagues in circumference.

1-^
yi. I

.

There arc in fcveral parts of the

ifland very agreeable hills, which highly

improve

M

\\\
' f a ^
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improve the adjacent plantations. A
river of fait water, which ruiils through

the ifland, and divides it into two parts/

affords the conveniency of tranfporting

commodicies from one pare to the

other. There arc fevcral rivers

which furmfli them with plenty of frefh'

water, and likewife ferve to erefl: water-

mills upon, for the conveniency of their

fugar plantations. At the mouth of

the great river there are four ' ftthoms

of water, and up higher froin five to

ten. The town, which is near the

fort, contains more than three hundred

houfes, chiefly inhabited by artificer^^

There are alfo fugar*mills in this part

of the ifland, which are turned by

. oxcru

• t

mi

* Vd-V-y.
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oxen. When I ^as thtrc, there were

fapp<rf€d to be fit hjondrcd French ia

that town^ and near two hundred ne-

groes. Arnfvire is dividtd into the upper

and lower towa; in the lower there

were reckoned to befourfoore Jews, and

a hundred »egrbe». The upper town

has a chapel, and contained about fes^enty

French, and forty negro«f«. This laft

place 11 ditflaat fioftir^lcaigues north<-ea(l

of Fore Ijd«u5, if4ihdi ^ ^^ name of

'tte fort at the inouth^^ 0f the rirer.

About a league and a half further is the

town of Maliary, wi^h cosntains fifty

or fixif French^ and as iriany negroes.
»

About two leagues to tAe &athward of

this latter place it Matoury, a town in-

habited

M II

'.m
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habi-ted by about one hundred and fifty

French-, and fixty-one negroes. At

Coovfou ' there \% a redoijbt, atid four

pieces of can b<>W, Co defend the 'ftWkjtfif

of the river on th^ oppofite fide of

the ifland, with a garrifon of thh-ty

men ; ^bout a league higher there is a:

towri callecl Coatiatna, wlil'dh contains

arbout forty perfons, and the country

adjacent or lying between thcfe two

laft p}aG^, 'is dtfcfidcd by a garrifon of

one hundred men, and a vejy "^good

train of artillery.

i,

There is no dififcrence of ftafons to
»

... . .^
^

be perctivted m thfe ifldnd ; tftere Js a

pTfTpetual firnimer, and th^e heat nearly

equal
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equal the whole year } the trees are al-

ways green, and prcfervc their foliage

;

and the fruit-trees have ripe fruit and

bloifoms at the fame time.

-' a
i!

'

The rains are very frequent during

diree months of the year : In the equi-

noxes the fun is perpendicular, and fome

precaution is neceflary to avoid the con-

fequences that may enfue from an ex-

pofurc of the body to the force of its

r^ys at that time.

;i'J

U-.ii'i<!,'b. h:i]

It is faid that the nights are equal to

the days ; but as the fun fhines twelve

hours, and there is half an hour of

twilight morning and evening, the days

arc
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are thirceen hours, and the nights

rieven. >

The dews arc very great, and of

fo corrofive a nature, that in a very

Ihort time they will deftroy iron, and

will ulcerate the body, unlefs good

£are is taken to avoid it^
\:

The favages of this county are taw-

ney, tall, well-made, ftrong, and'ro-

bull 5 they never let their beard grow,

i

unlcls they are old, y^hen it is very^

much refpeflied ; their hair is very long,

and they wear it flowing upon their

(houlders. Their fkin is foft, and

they frequently grcafc it to make it

ftiinej

'•
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fiiine 5 they alfo fopittrmcs pdnt them-

felvcs black. They wear car-rings,

both men and women indifcrimii.ate-

fy, with lDracektsup«tt their arms.

They gO' quite naked, except a

piece of cloth round their waifts.

Tbey. never go out without their

arms, which are bows and arrows, and

thole who have mufquets or piftols

carry them. Their huts arc comw^only

built on the Udes of fmall hills, but they

have others likev?ife ill the low grounds

near to the rivers. They are fa very ex-

pert in th« ufe oi the bpw, that imme-

diately upon feeing any fi& in the river,

tbty (hoot at it, and feldom mits ir.

It
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It would be. very difficulc to fay what

religion thefc favagcs profefs •, indeed

my own opinion is, that they profefs

none. However, they believe in the

immortality of the foul, but they wor-

fhip no God, and when God is men-

tioned JO .them as the caufe of all things,

they pay no regard to it, but they

ftrongly believe in the devil j they con-

fider him as the author of all the mif-

fortunes and diftreffes that men expe-

rience, therefore they are afraid of him,

and ufe every means and device their

fear or fuperftltipn can fugged, to pre-

ferve themfelves frpm his wicked inten-

tions. They have no laws-, they are

all equal-, even their chiefs have no

Vol. in. . G au-
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authority with them, cxcq)t wrhcn they

are at war with their neighbours. They
r

are very cruel to their enemies, and

they endeavour to farprife them •, they

fpare neither women or children, nor do

<hcy ever give them quarter. As for

the men they take prifoners, they fatten

them, and afterwards roaft and eat

them.

They never marry near relations;

when a man witlies to nrmrry any parti-

cular perfon, he goes and demands her

of her father and mother, or the ncarcft

relations flw has, who fcldom refufe

him. Tte marriage cerenibny begins

by putting the man and woman back

to

li:"l
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to back, ^fld m.thw attitude, ^hich is

troublcfdnrtc; they give to eiach other

reciprocally fertiewhat to eat and drink

;

they are afterwards put to bed togcdier^

and if the fiiam it pileafdd with the vro*

man, ke tak^s her, otherwife be t^rnM

heioff, and gives m ^ther rea(bn foi

the divorce, than that flio dioes not

pleafchim. When the wife is >ppegnanti

(he idf<^rAis her ifoibMd f>f it, who^

during the tb^e ^bf her p^qgaancyf iio<»

ver goes to fifli, as they belieVt thai i£

by any chance he (hould touch a large

one, th^ child -w^llrdfe;

>bisvn:iitK iyni ,Vi*b ^i-jv: 'lovft

Whcft fbc'^biM fe b^rn, the father

goes to bed, remains there fix weeks,

G 2 and

-.1
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and is treated in every refpcft as if he

]wa$ thp perfpn that had laj^ajn, whilft

she woman is employed in every thing

pf the houfliold bufinefs. When the

time fee apart for this ceremony is

clapfed, the hufb^i^d gets up, takes

his boNY and arrows, and ; returns no

more tiU ht has killed a certain bird

they call cakifon; fit is fomething like

puh wood-pecker, ,ahd the, killing of

one of thefe birds is thought abfolutely

hfecelRryv*- fPf} 01 .

I :u(fl

't^l
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The mother batjies her child in the;

river every day, and afterwards lays it

quite naked upo(n. a bed of cotton 3 and

£ ,

It

h-^
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it is very rare that they c\.nnot walk

alone at the age of eight months.

When any of them die, he is kfc

upon his bed for fome days with his in-^

ftiuments of war and hunting by the

fide of him. During this time the wo-'

men and his friends never ceaft lameiit-^

ing his deathi which thi/expi-efs by

iheir howling and dancing. They af-

terwards place him upon a funeral pile,

and putting great plenty of eatables,

with a little fomewhat to drink, thef

fct fire to the pilp, and burn with him

all his ornaments and inftruments -, they

j

afterwards pafs the aflies through a fieve,

which the relations / rub their legs

JM y

G3 with ;
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^itb; they th<n drink, and retire

home.

,.The favagcs that inhabit the French

part of Guiana are of diflfcrent tribes
^

they have no princes or niafters 1 they

do not acknowledge any one being fu*

pcrior to another. The oldcft of each

i&xtnYy is confidered as the chief, and

each family have a particulac difirid:.

There fovages, however, obey the

cc^nmanders th«y chufe, except in time

ef war* Their power is very limited;

tfhey ha^ve oidy the power to 6x the

sime and place of rendezvous, 10 give

orders for marcbrng^ for the attack,

.! * (j^; •;0f,J,5bl ami
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and battle, and they poflcfs no autho-

rity afterwards.

»

After a paflage of four days, we an-

chored, under Dutch colors, on the

twelfth of 0<Sobcr, 1731, in that part

of Guiana, which belongs to the Dutch,

and what is commonly called Surinam.

We found three Dutch veficis at an-

chor there, who came direftly to reconr

noitre us •, they immediately took pof-

reflfioa of pur brig^ntiae, faying, that;

both her and the crew were French 1

therefore as it was not permitted

that the French ftioukl trade on tlxlr

coafts, confequcntly we were a very

G 4 good i
I
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fiti
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good and lawful prize. It was happy

for us that George Sehmit and Ifaac

Gain declared before the governor, that

wc were their companions and part-

ners, that the brigantine had been

bought at their cxpence at Cayenne,

and that we were only concerned fur a

fourth part- bf the cargo, and all the

red belonged to them. That declara-

tion, which was confirmed by the depo-

fitions of the Dutch feamen we had

aboard, and the reft of the crew, faved

us, and we wefe the next day releafed

by the governor's orders. But as the

greatcft part of the men, efpecially the

Jews, knew our neceffity, they took

the advantage of it, and we were obliged

ta
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to give them a fourth part of the pro-

fits arifmg from the goods they fold

for us.

/ , » ' k I

It was a very advantageous bargam

to us upon the wholeV fo«*^e took

care to indemnify ourfelves amply '^for

what they had of us; we' toolc in ex^

change for part of our coromodities,

calTia, cinnamon, coffee, which equals

that we have from the Levant, cocpa,

balfam, as jexreUent as that we have

from Peru. for. all forts of wounds^

feme gums, and fpme furs. As for the i

reft, we received K in money; there-

fore if we were contented with our

G 5 Jew
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Jew aft^ Dutch merch^H^t, they had

rc'afoi> to b$ cof^enc^d wUh as.

During the time that wc were dit

pefiag!of our wares^ we vifited that

part of Guiaiva where the Dutch have a

powerful colooy^j which commences at

the river Maroru, upon the b^aks of

which they have tk fort ^ h il extended

from thence to the great river Oroo-

rioqu^# , That of Surinam^ a great ri-

ver of America, m that part of the

comirient called Gd^a^ '¥ai gtiren iti

nannc to that country, it rmi$ from

fotith to north. It is fituatcd between

the rivers Coupenam and Soraminc^ in

aboil the latitude of feven degrees. It

is

11

N
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\s a league wide from the Commcwine,,

which empties itfelf rnto it, to the At-

lantic, where it difcharges itfelf.

The Dutch have built a brick fort,

two leagues from the mouth of the river

Surinam, whii:h' they call Zclandia.

There is a large town near it called

ParamaribOjWhich contains four hundred

houfes. They have another fort, called

Somelfdyk, whfch, as well as that of

Zclandia, is provided with a good gar-

rifon and numerous artillery. This

nation has a ftretch of land for fifty

leagues ab^ve the mouth of the river

Surinam^.

G 6 Ac
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At a finall diftance from Paramaribo^

there is a very handfome houfe, which

was built by M. Somclfdyk, the go-

vernor of Surinam, who gave his name

to the fort I have before mentioned. It

ilands near the joining of the rivers

Commeurice,and Cottica, \yhicb is an-

other arm of the river Surinam. A

little higher up is the village Zuntpunt,

where there are about fifty boufes and

a church •, and a little above that vil-

lage, is anocher town, inha[bited only

by Jews.

•Hi

In 1730, they reckoned, together

with the French refugees and Jews,

eleven hundred families, and about five

hundred
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hundred houfes along the banks of the

rivers. ,
,

At the meeting of the rivers Com^

mevvine and Surinam there is a large

trad of marlhy ground, which they

call Krabbebofch, where tjiey have fe-

veral tinfies in vain endeavored 19

ereft a fore. . 1

'»

•

. : t
,

, ».

*

There are, along the banks of the

Cottica, feveral very bcdutjful feats foe

twenty leagues up the river, even up

to the entrance of a fmall river, called

Piereka, into the Comrtiewine.

^^^1111''

r-% ^"1

All l;v:,:
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Alt thf rivers cofitain very large

quantities of fi(h, amongft the reft there

is found the torpedo, or cramp filh,

which benumbs thofc who touch ir,

even by a long pole.

?
1:^'

ri'

This cotlhtry is very marfhy on the

borders of the fea, and very woody;

but fome leagues further up, it is

mountainous in fome places, and there

ftrfe ftvefaJ beautiful valfies. The trees

are green all the year, they bear fruits

aiul btoflams at the feme time, which

latter give the air a very odoriferous

fmelL

>
,

From
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From the month of July to De-

cember the heat j$ cnoderate, from the

frequent rains \vhich fall at this time,

and ihfi air is mxch refrefhed b/

them^ and a north-eaft wind, which

always blows here. The other part of

the year the heat 13 immoderate^ and

the days and nights are as at Cayei^^nc.

' ... , , .

'
I . ^ , . •

>

Fevers are very common in ihi^ cK-?

mate; and the favages luve a 4ifea(Q

called the yaws, which is a very high

degree of t^e venereal ^Qwplainr, ^I-

moduniverfally, which is infudiioils.

\
.

'

Although this paFt of Guiana is not

fo fertile as otherSy tt oeverthckfs pro^

duces fugar, cotton, gums, ballam, to*

bacco.

-, >

\ '0-^\
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bacco, woods for dying, caflia, rice,

cocoa, and coffee, &c,'
'

^

,
There are feveral roots which the na-

tives ufe for food, fiich as the caflada,

&c. The plantain is a fruit about ilie

fizc of a large bean-^pod 5 there are fifty

01: fixty of them upon , the ftalk ; but

the tree never (hoots more ftalks than

orie at a time : they either boil or road

them, and form them into bread.

-I The guave^ is^bout the fize of a

medlar ; it is yellow, and full of feeds.

It is a delicate fruit, and refembles the

goofeberry in tafte i, it grows very

common iii the mcadowsi

-^r The



.1 .'

of the Chevalier Du pont. 137^

The ananas, or pineapples, whicfi'

they have in great abundance, are a fruit

fo well known, that it is unneceflafy tr>

tWfcribe them. In fhort, they have

ilie tropical fruits. They have the wa^^

ter and the mufk melons in very great

perftfiion. Vines fucceed here very

well, and the? raifini they ciire arc very
^

good. I
•

The cattle are not fo beautiful as

thofe of Europe, nor is their' flefli fo

good •, it is foft and infipid, occafioned

by the ^teat heat of the climateV

Turtles arc very plentiful ; their fleflx

is as .delicate as real, and it undoubted-

ly

i

i

l, 'i^-,
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ly is the bed, moft: nourlfhing, and

moft wholefotnc of ?.: / fifh. The foup

made from it is a powerful fpecific for

all difeafes of the bread, and their eggs

are excellent food»

> '

,

i''-,i,;

There are a prodigious quantity of

birda, and plfipty of game ; ducks;, teal»

plover, partridges, parroqncts, &c.

thefe latter are as common as crows in

Europe, and are very good and deli-

cate to eat*

There ^are a great number of deer,

which refemble thofeof Europe in many

fcfpefts. The hares, which are like-

wife very plentiful, differ very much in

^^ their
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their fliape from ihofe of Europe^' but

are excellent food. The rabbits of that!

country are red, fomewhat lefs than our

hares, but they are not good to ear.

The armadillas are animals with ver^

(hort feet, and have three claws upon

each, a head like a hog's,. fiDall mouth,

and no teeth. They arie covered with)

fcales, except the head'and^ belly. Theyj

are fometimcs fo large, as to weigh a

hundred pounds $ but they are never

eat 00 ac^ouni of their tnutky j&avor* .l;

They have three fpecie$of hogs, one

reien^hics the otter,, and, Hke thenv

m

m
.'If

iS.|
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they live in the water, arid are excel-

lent food.

f''
: The fecond fpccies is called the Pak-

kira, but chey are not good to eat ^ they

are of a grey color.

:m^^.
1 1. '

. The third is called the pinks ; they

do not grow to be fo large as ours, but

they are as good tailed.

''( u

i
(

The micrenheer is an animal as large

as 4' common hog} it is of a grey ifh

color, has a very long tail, which is

more brulhy than that of a fox or fquir-

rcl, with which it covers its whole body

jifkh it rains'', its head is fmall, but the

fnouc
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fnout is a foot long ; it has no teeib^ but

its tongi.t;^ which is long and narro^v,

he frequently ftretches a foot in length

out of his mouth, to take up the ants

and their eggs, on which, it feeds; it

has llrong rcla>ys, and it9 wounds are

very dangerous ; but its motion is fo

very flow, that it may eafily be avoided;

kis not good to eat. , .
^

/!-/

The buffaloes, which tl^cy h^yc but

few of, are excellent food.

Tygers are very common there, and

are of three kinds, the black, the

ipotted, and the red. The black are

, very

:m^

if' 1*!
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very dangerous 5 htit tliey feldom come

, near the places that ai^e inhabited.

The fpotted have more the appear-

ance of leopards than tygefs j they are

very troublefome to the irihabitants of

Guiana, and are fo' very ftrbng and

aClive, that they will leap over a wall

five or fix feet high with their prey

without lofmg it, when it is even ^,s

large as a hog.
jK-

The red fpecies are neither fo com-

mon, nor fo dangerous: this kind I

never faw any of.
' '.

The
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The woods arc full of apes and mon-

keys of c ery kind-'iiid theii*'"effei

are fo fhrBl and piercing, that they

may be heard at the diftance of two

leagues.

\n'^v f-

The quotto is' i' fpecles of the ape,

though much larger. than t|)e common

one, and of a black ckdIot; it has a

very long tail, and a red face ; its fore-

head is covered with hair, and it has a

very pierciog cry.
'

The luyarr is atiother fpedes or tJie

gmuixjf the' apiy "fiiit as the former,

Iarg« than the common x>ne J fts mo-

The I tion is fo very flow, that it is fix or fe-

ven

'km
* ,.

'
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yen hours afccnding a tree, and never

conges gown again* till it has filled itfelf.

Its Ikin is of various colors, and it

has a nfioil frightful cry.

The marmazet is a very pretty crea-

ture, much lefs , and ; infinitely more

adive than the ape. The oufcary is

Icfs than the maritiazet, and fomewhat

refemblcs a lion.
?

. lit'

,' it il

m 'If-

5-'«.Ffi

Serpents here are moft frightful crea-

tures •, I have feen them thirty-five feet

in. ^length, anij thick in proportion-,

and they are very dangerous when they
I'

are hungry. This large kind commonly

• - » t^v.. /;•.«'.; Jive

W'
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live in the water, although they fome-

times come in the meadows to feed;^

There ar€ other kinds of fer-

pents, which are beautifully coveitd

with I'cales of different colors; alfo

others, the furfacc of whofe Ikins arc

[potted, but without fcales ; thefe are

very venomous, and their bite is

mortal. -

The fcorpions arc very common

{there; they are of a black color, and

refemble cray-fifh in their appearance;

their (ling is in their tail, it is very pain--

pul, but not a]L>yays mortal.

^- ni vj: h-' :.k):nb
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*
'' There are bats of art uttcOmmon big-

nefs in Quiana; and the frogs are in

fuch greac abundance, that they even

tome into the houfes, and make a very

difagreeable cry.

' -.'.J

v;i

I ! ; i : I

Ants ire very hnrtTol in that country,

where they have them in prodigious
*

» - » '

(quantities ^ Si alfo the wiuftjuetoes.

As for that part of Guiana inhabited

by the fav^g^s, it pbffeflfes the fame

t€ffnpeww:tire of ^r as the others' do. The

mm are however niore freq^ient. There

fen petpeieftl %ing, and the heat the!

days and nights are die fatlie, -'The fun

Ihines perpendicularly twice in the year,

1 i Ji. ^d

n
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and during thofe times the heat is ex-

ceffive. Tliisy have fometimes fuch

violent hurricanes, that in lefs than the

fpace of an hour, the whole furface of

the earth is covered a foot deep with

water, where the land is level.

«

Guiana is a large extenfive country,

lituated in South America, between the

rivers Oroonoko and that of the Ama-

zons, which with the Tea on the north,

makes the boundaries of the country ;

it is eafl: of Peru, and fitjuated on each

fide and under the line. • There are

[many mines of gold in different parts

[of it. 1 he natives profefs the fame re-

H 2 ligion,
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ligion, and have tHe fame laws, tnao-

nersy and cuftoms as chofe of Peru.

1'
" i'

'/It if ^

HI /^? 1!

This country is divided into four

parts; the French poflcfs, under the

denomination of Cayenne, all that is

caft of the north cape to the river Ma-

rony. The Dutch, under the names

of Barbice and Surinam/all the Coun«

try from the river Marony to Oroonoko.

The Portuguefe, all the country fouth

of tlie north cape, even to the fource

of the river Japoca, which is annexed

to Brazil, and the favages poflefs the

reft.

The

:E{
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The Europeans only poffefs the coafts

of the country, the internal parts of

h are covered with woods, and are in-

habited by innumerable tribes ofpeople,

who are but very little known. .

The diftance from the north cape to

the mouth of the river Oroonoko is

more than two hundred leagues from

eaft to weft; the breadth north and

fouch cannot be well afcertained.

> 1^

m

} 1

My

>' y

There arc great plenty of almoft

I

every kind of game j and they have ex-

ccllcntfilhin vaft plenty, fuch as the

|nmliets, turbuts, old-mves, &c. The

;H 3 favages
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favages eat the ferpents, and fay they

arc nourilliing food^

Guiana contains more than forty

dilFerent nations or tribes of favages,

and each nation or tribe has different

laws, cuftoms, nianners, and religion

;

there are nnorc than fixty large rivers^

the two ncioft confidcrable of which are

called Oroonoko, and the river of the

An[)azons i I iball give a (horVd^fcrip-

tion of the two latter, which I flatter

myfelf will be agreeable to the public.

m¥ I

mW i

The river of the Amazons confines

Brazil on the north i it takes its rife in

the mountains of Peru, and becomes

very



of the Chevalier DtJ PONT. 151

very large by the joining of two rivers,

one of which takes its rife in the nin.th

degree of foiith latitude, the other in

the fifteenth ; it is two leagues wide

from within ^fcw leagues pf its origia

to the place whcr<i tjie river. M^agnon

joins it ; afterwards it incre^(e$ ia pro-*

portion as it approaches the Atlantic

Ocean ; and at its mouth, from the

north cape on the fide of Quiana, to

Cape Japarata^ on the Brazil coal]t, it

is frpm fifty to fixty leagues over.

Where it is two leagues wide, it has

fi^e or fix fathom of water, and it in-

crcafes in depth nearly to the proportion

of its increafe of breadth •, for at its

mouth, and feme leagues up, it has

H 4 from

mw^
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from fifty t< fiXty fathom. From its

fource to its difemboguing itfclf in the

Atlantic, it runs nine hundred leagues

in a ftraighc line, and following it as

It meanders in its courle, it runs twelve

or fifteen hundred leagues according

to common opinion.

Nr

'. !ir

I Vi

It takes its firft origin in the moun-

tains of Peru, almofl: under the line,

and it empties itfelf in the fame latitude.

The greateft part of its courfe is in the

fourth and fiifth degrees of fbuth lati-

tude. It is very deep» even at the

fides, in its whole courle.

The
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The rivers which empty themfelvej

into this, run from one hundred to fi)C

hundred leagues before they difcharge

thcmfclves; their banks are inhabited

by an infinite number of people, of

different nations or tribes, who live on

fifh, fruits, maize, and roots, and are

all of them idolatrou-s.

Although this country is under the

torrid zone, the air is temperate, from

the multitude of rivers that run through

it, and the annual inundations which

render the land very fertile. The trees

are always green, and the meadows

enamelled with flowers 5 the air be-

ing fo gocd, they have but few ve-
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nomotts animals y the forells are beau*

tifully covered with trees proper for

every kind of ufc ; there are fome of

them fo very large, as to meafurc twelve

feet in diameter ; there are cedars fo

large, as to b^ eight or nine feet in di-

ameter > and another kind, the leaves of

which applied whili frelli. to wounds

and fores, produce extraordinary efFeds.

Sugar grows very well here, as alfo

cotton, maize, and tobacco. The bees,,

which arc in very large fwarms in tlie

woods, afford the moft exquifite honey.

There are fevera] gold and filver mines,

and the fand of the rivers have (pangle»

of gold and gold duft mixed with it^

The fruits, corn and roots are . very

' - good,

"i f:

.h



of the Chevalier Ditpont. is$

goody and plentiful ; the Ukes an4

livers arc full of excellent fi(h, and they

have turtles (o large as four hundred

weight.

I

There are reckoned to be more than
»

two hundred nations of favages, who

live along the banks of this river, whofc

villages arc not more than a mufquet-

fliot from each other.

Among thefe nations the Homagues

have very pretty cotton manufaftories,

and their produ£lk}ns are ifnucb efteem-

cd. The Gorofiparcs have one of

porcelain, which is alfo much valued.

The Survices and Coripunes have roanu-

H 6 tories

urn
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tories for all forts of inlaid and carved

work, with which they traffic with the

neighboui mg nations,

Thofe favages wlio pais for the braveffi

and moff courageous amongft all the

tribes, are there called Topinambous.

They inhabit 2 great iiland upon that

river in the latitude jf four degrees.

pTheir arms i.re darts, Javelins, bows

and arrows made of cane, and covered

with the (kins of fiflu

Amongft the rivers whfch join the

Amazons on the North-fide, the Napo,

the Agaric, the Patomy, the Janupape,

and the Coropatule have large quanti-

ties

f: :.

m'
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ties of gold duft intermixed with their

fand, and there are feveral gold mines

in the mountaines. The mountains of

Yagnara produces gold, and thofe of

Picora filver. There are fome valuable

ftones frequently found in the banks

and in the fand of the river Paragoche,

and minerals in- feveral others. The

rivers Puiornoye and Caketa are vejy

large. This latter divides into two

branches; the largeft falk into the

river Amazons on the north fide, un-

der the name of the Rio Negro ; the

other branch • falls into the river Oroo-

mkoy under the name of Rio Grande.

The principal rivers that empty them-

fclves into that of the Amazons on the

fouth-

m

\^<u
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fouth-fide, are thofe of Maragnonr,

Amarumay,. Tapi, Cottica^ and the

Cufignates.

The woods, which are every where

difpcrfed over the whole country, are

full of birds of different forts j the par-

roquets are as common as pigeons with

us, and their flefli is very delicate. The

lakes and rivers arefoliof fifh ; but it

is dangerous to endeavor to catch

them, as there are ^ great many croco-

diles, water-ferpfnts, and ^llegators in

every part of that country. Hurricanei»

and rains are frequent, and they con^

tinue fometimes for twenty- four hours

t... .: / .
together.
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together. The mufquetos are remark-?

ably troublefome in thefe parts*

j'f

Along the banks of thefe rivers there

are a great number of petty kingi

without dominions J they are continually

at war with each other ; they fight in

their canoes, and the conquerors eat the

conquered. They all go quite naked>

both men and women ; their hair is very

long, but the men arc bald on the top

of their heads ; they are very aftive,

and expert in their cxercifes, efpecially

in drawing their bows. They are in ge-

neral very mild, civil, and hofpitable^

but revengeful to the grcateft excefs^

The

I::a;^
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" The Oroonoko is a river belonging to

North America •, it is formed by two

rivers, one of which takes its rife in

Popayan, in the mountains fouth of

Bogota, and runs meandring towards

the caft, afterwards towards the north-

eaft, and receives another river which

has its origin between Pamplona and

Merida in Golden Caftille, which rua^

tiing towards the caftjoins itfelf with the

Oroonoko. They continue their couife

afterwards in the fame ch^^nnel to Saint

Thomas's. This river empties itfelf

into the Atlantic by eighteen different

^Jranches, ten of which run to the north-

ward, and eight fouthward, Thefe dif-

iTtrent branches form iOands, fome of

which^ ^
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which arc very confidcrable. The mod

northern and the mod fouthward

branches are computed to be more than

a hundred leagues afunder, and the

mouths of them a hundred and fifty

leagues, and the largeft branch is equal

in fize at its mouth to that of the Ama«

zons. The tflands of this river are in-

habited by different 'nation^ of favages,

commonly called the Tinitivas, the

Ciawaris, and the Warawaris y they are

called on the right of the river Horo-

tomekas, and Palamos on the left. Thele

people have each their chief, and are

cominuatly at war with each other ; they

are tall, well proportioned, and very

brave. They have a Angular praftice

amongft

b\l
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amongft them, which is that of lodg*

ing in trees ; this they do to fccure

tliemfelvcs from the frequent inunda-

tions of the river Oroonoko, which hap-

pen from the end of May to the middle

of September, and fometimcs the wa-

tcr rifes feveral feet above the common

furface of the. earth. They have fifh

and game in abundance, and fruit-trees

are very conimon. The land produces

the fanie thipg^s as s|:pw on the banks of

the Amazons, There are nrianyother

nations of favages inhabit the banks of

the Oroonoko, befides thofe I have al-

ready mentipacd v. ih^y arc itKiuftriouSt

with their aci^bor^ v
*

^
• Some
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SoiTie few days before tliat we had

fixed for our return at Cayenne, we

went to diae with M^ Schraiu, where

we found a Portuguefc gentleman,

who was named Don Auguftin-Jafcph*

Francis, de S^caros^ who was c^ome oth

purpofc fronfi Rip N?gr9;;,Cwl^KCi tl^q

Poftuguefe have a fort, , and carry on a^

confiderable trade) in a (hip which be*^

longed CO bim> ta pay a coafrdefable;

fum of opoaqf tp M^ Sct^Aiitls and prq^

pofed failings frpai^uciuanEi. for Portpv

gal After . having fettkd their bufi-*

nefs, Mr. Schmitt detained ,^iipQ to ^ii^f^

ner. Whilft we were at table, Don

Sacarod hejiring Mrr Prcpont's n^ii?e,

aiked htm if he was not a merchant at

Fort

^•i
I
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Fort Saint Pierre, and brother to Mrs.

Saint-Ange, whofe daughter he faid he

had married three years ago at Fort

Royal, where he then was upon a trad*

rng voyage. Upon Mr. Prepont's an-

f^<;r!ng in the affirmative, he flew into

hi$ arms, and teftificd his joy by every

pofTible demonftration. The remainder

of the afternoon was fpent in queftions

itid anfwers concerning family affairs

between the uncle and the nephew.

The latter returned with us aboard our

brigantine to fupper, and lay aboard

his own ihip.

As foon as he was gone, Mr. Prepont

aflccd me if I fliould be glad to fee Por-

. tugal ?
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wgal? and without giving me time to

anfwer him, continued •, fince the un-

forefccn interview that I have had with

my nephew, a thought has pofleffed me

which I was unwilling to communicate

to him until 1 had founded your difpofi-

tions^. I have for a long time jaf de-

iigned to make a voyage to Lifbon, in

order to recover fome confiderable fums,

which have been a long time due to

me. I have always put it off, from

the want of a proper opportunity j but

my nephew's return to Portugal appiears

fo very favorable a one, that I have

determined to feize it, if you will con-

fen t to go with me, otherwifc I Ihall

not i not only from the frien^Ihip I

have

m

|:|;
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have for you, but upon account of a

promife I gave to the Marquis de

Champigny not to leave you. If you

are of my opinion, I will propofe k to

to Don Sacaros to-morrow, and as 1 am

already convinced of the pleafure he

^ill receive frotii my propofal, I will

^ttgage hiiif to take His abbard of his

Ihip, and I own that I fhall tiot be ferry

tofee niy nrece, and to give news of

her afterwards to my fifter, who is

violefjt^y ^d oF her. I am very ftn-

fible that this voyage wiH delay your

marriage with Mrs. Norfoy for fome

month?; but I wiflihorten it as -much

as poflibie, and 1 'ifeall take every op-

portunity that time or pHace affords of

acknow-

\
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acknowledging this proof of your com-

plaifancc. I did not hefitate a moment

to fay, that my attachment to his per-

fon, and niy gratitude for the many

favors I had received from him, were

motives too powerful, not to let me

make fo trifling a facrifice; therefore

he might depend upon me, and aft a&

he pleafed. When I have imparted

my intentions to my nephew, Mr. Ere-

pont replied, I will order M. Franc-

fort to return to Cayenne, to take

aboard the goods we have left there,

and to reconduft Mr. Schmitt and Ilaac

Cain ; to fail afterwards for Fort Sain?

Pierre^ to put our merchandizes in pij^.

ttorehoufcs, and to diTarm our brigan-

tine

Im

I I

i^'
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tine till wc have returned from Portu-

gal-, I (hall write to the Marquis de

Champigny, to Mrs. Norfoy, and my

nfter ; and I would advife you to write

to the two former.

The next morning wc went aboard

the (hip of Don Sacaros, whom wc

found ready to come aboard of ours.

Mt^ Prepont drew his nephew afide,

and after difcourGng together for the

fpace of a quarter of an hour, they re-

turned and informed me that we (hould
r

depart for Portugal in four days. We
dined with Don Sacaros, and after*

wards returned aboard our brigahtine,

tvhcre we employed the remainder of

the

TJ*
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ihc day in making up our difpatches.

The next day vvc fcnt our cloaths, &c.

aboard the Portuguefe (hip, and Don

Sacaros came to dine with us aboard the

brigantine ; we afterwards gave our let-

ter and orders to Mr. Trainfort, and re-

turned with Don Sacaros to lie aboard

his (hip. • . ;

. ; .
; •

-f

The next day, the fccond of Novem-

ber, 1736, M. Trainfort weighed and

failed for Cayenne, and took with him

M. Schmitt, Ifaac Cain and Mr. B*»%

to whom Mr. Prepoht had given a let-

ter for the Marquis de Champigny,

which contributed not a little to engage

Vol. IIL . I the

i#

I
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the governor to continue his favors to|

him.

^:i

Two- days afterwards, we weighed

and failed for Lifbon, in which port wc

anchored on the thirteenth of December

following, after a paflage i)f thirty-eight

days. We went immediately afliore to

the houfe of Don Sacaros.^ fituated upon

tbt fcanks of the Tagus, which is the

moft trading pr«ft of the city. The wife

of Don Sacaros was Handing at the

4oor, waiting for him, having before

heard 4)f his arrival, but was exceeding-

ly furprized upon die fight of her uncle

:

fhc Ihewed the greateft joy at tbe^fight,

and received me very politely. She -vvas

ex*
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cxtpctnely pWty, young and fprightly:,

and the politcncfs of her manner engaged

every perfpn's regard. They gave me

a convjeniient appartoient^ nejct to Mr.

Preppat's, and J retiircd to bed as well

as him, foon after fupper •, both of us

being very glad to reft ourfelves, after

having be^n Qk mpnUis upon the Cea.

We pafled a very good ,nigbt, and

did nqx rife till it was J^ti?, As fopa

a§ we had breafcfafted, we retired ^)

idrcfs for dioner, Don S^caros e^pe(5li'>)g

ipnie friej?d$ lo call of 4iiPii to congra^

mht^ him on )m return. As ipon ai^

we had iuulbed iditflTiRg, i¥$ defceod^il^

I 2 W

' fw]1-
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and found eight friends arrived, all of

whom ftaid to dinner. Among the dif-

ferent perfons that formed the company,

there was a young gentleman of about

twenty-five years of age, who was very

handfome, had a - fprightly engaging

turn of mind, and bore an line^rceptipn-

able charafter. An' analogy in our man-

ners, and the French language, which

Ke fpoke very well, engaged us in an

agreeable converfation, and paved the

way For a ftrift friendfhip; for afterwards

we were infcparable. His father had

been dead about a year, but whilft liv-

ing made a cbnfiderable figure in the

law i his tafte did not lead him to fol-

low the profeffion of his father, but he

chofe

/
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chofe a military life, as foon as he was.

at liberty to choofefor himftlf. He lived

with his mother, who had been infirm

and paralytic for ten years palt. He

had no brother and only one filler, who

had been in a convent of Dominicans

fome years, and was to take the veil in

two months ; Don Gorgias ffor that was

the name of my friend) engaged me to'

affift him at the ceremony, as he intend-

ed making an entertainment upon the

occafion., The favorable account that

Mr. Prepont received of this gentleman,

both of his condU(5t and manners, in-

duced him to truft me with him, in or-

der that I might fee every thing that

was curious in that city, his affairs re-

1

3

quinn
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quiring his attendance Cuv> nurch, to cfn-

able him to be alv^'ays with mc. Our

firft ftep was to pay a vifit to his mother,

^ho,' notwithftanding her infirmities,

gave «!& dt very pbKtc re<?tfption. We

afterwards went to pay a Vifit to his fif-

t^r ail ttie corivent, who recciyed me

with equal politeRe'ft. She feemed form-

e'd for the life file was gcmg tocmbfaee.

A few mtk^ ^fm^w^i^, IXo^ Gor-

gias C2tm€ fO irtforni us^ fhaft h\§ fifter

wa-s do take the veil in a fe^ da^ys, aftd

te invitfd all the family of Doft Sacaros

to atfefnd the defeftiony. We weftt on

the day aippoirtted, and Dbr> G^gias

feemtd overjoyed a« feeing hi$ filter take

it
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it fo chcarfully. After the ceremony

was over, we went to the repaft givea

by him on the ©ccalion v in the af-

ternoon we all weiTC and paid a vifit to

the young Nun^ and took our leave of

her ; we afterwards returned hoa)e»

where Don Gorgias fuppcd wkh us.

The next day we were all going to

mafs, and on our paffing. by a place caL

led Ribei^rai, I was^ accofted by a woman

covered with a veil^ who gave me the

following billet.

i^

W^

W I

•' A per&n who faw you yefterday at

*^ the convent of Dominicans, defires to

" have an interview with you. If you
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** are as gallant as your tiation is in ge-

'* neral, you will come this evening at

'^ twilighc to the gate of Saint Vin-

" cent's, where you will find the du-

'' enna who gives you this billet, and

*^ fhe will condudl you to me, -where

*' you will have reafon to be well fatif-

" fied for your complaifance."

• i\s I was not willing to atrcept the

challenge, I (hewed the billet to Don

Gorgias, Don Sacaros and Mr. Prepont,

who were all with me at the time ; they

laughed very much at my good fortune

as they called it, but fearing that from

curiofity I might be led into the fnare,

they immediately made a party to go to

the

pll-i Hi
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the play, and engaged me to go with

them. . ^

One day that 1 was at mafs with Mr.

Prepont, in a church dedicated to Saint

Anthony of Padua, for whom the Por-

tuguefe have, fo great a veneration, that

it often degenerates into extravagance,

Ifaw'the figures of three faints upon

the altar, holding each oiher by the

hand, richly dreffed, and in the tafte of

the heroes in tragedy. I was ilruck

with the abfurdity of it, and obfcrved

to Don Gorgias, whoalked my opinion

of it, that there feemed to want only a

fidler to fet the puppets dancing. Moft

probably my obfervation was overheard

I 5 ^
ty

H br
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by feme of ihe fanatics, and that they

afterward reported it at the tribunal of

the Inquificon j for the fame evening

Don Gorglas came to ihfotlri me, that

orders weri iffued oiit by the Inquifition

to arreft rtifc : how he came by that in-

telligence I nev^r knew. Happily for mc

a French frigate ^iomfttandcd by Cap-

tain Duquefnel had arrived in theTagiis

;hree days before, and had brought an

ambaffador fi*ot1fi the cdilrt of France,

Don Sacafbs propofed ft) Mr. Pi^epoilt:,

to condu£l: me aboard of her iitimedi-

sltely, as it was a facriid afyluitt, {^n 1 al!/

the powers of thfe court 0{ Ertquificion

€Ould not afieft nhe iMte. We itiMtnt-

diatcly went aboai^ 5 and i6e Ca|)t«iR,

who
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who was a very amiable man, and to

whom we gave an account of the affair,

he received me with the greateft plca-

fure, and promifed to wait on the am-

baffador the next day, to engage him to

intereft himfclf in my favor, in order to

flop the purfuits of that court, and to

compromife the affair. He kept his

word i Mr. Prepont, Don Sacaros and

Don Gorgias were not idle ; at the ex-

piration pf ten days^ I had the liberty

of going afhore again. During this fliort

rxile, Mr. Prepont and Don Gorgias

feldom were from me, unlcfs to ferve

me by their intereft. As foon as I wa<

at liberty. Captain Duquefnd took mc

to the ambaffador, whom I thanked for

16 the
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the trouble he had given himfelf

iipon my account. He recommended

greater circumfpeftion in future, aad

bid me to remember, that in wh ;tever

country I was, either to accuflom my-

Idf to their manners or to keep (ilence,

fihce the contrary condncft would often

draw me into trouble^

j,, : : ,. . . '.

- Some fliort time afterwards, Mr,

Prepont informed me, that a fliip had

been driven in by diftrefs that was

bound toMartinicoj that in a few days

fhe would be repaired and proceed on

her voyage, therefore as be had fettled,

though but indifferently, with bis debt-

ors, he propofed to eturn in her, and

would&.-

©

%
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1

would for that purpofe, agree for our

paflages that day With the captain of

lier.

I employed the few days I had to

continue at Lifbon, in fteing the re-

mainder of the curiofuics in that city,

which I had not before feen, and in

making a few purphafes of Tome Brkzil

tobacco, &c. I felt a mod fincere re-

gret at leaving Don Gorgias, for whom

1 had the great eft efteem.

We all dined together, the day of

our departure, at the houfe of Don Sa-

caros/and we bid adieu to each other

with the greateft chagrin, after which

we embarked, and early the next morn-

ing

i : 'i.

ii;.:
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ing weighed anchor and failed for Mar*

tinlco.

As Lifbon is fo univerfally known, I

ihall give only a (hort, flight account

of it. . V .

•^i

.>U)

s r (

vt

Uibon is the capital of Portugal,

;tnd' cn€ of the principal and mofl: an*

cient cities in Europe. It is ficuated

upon the Tagus^ four leagues from the

ocean, fixty from Seville, and thirty

from Ccrithbre. The Veflcls incbor be-

tween the city 2tnd taftle of Almada, in

eighteen or twenty fathom of water.

It is a latge^ rich and bieautifol dty,

and very much celebrated for the great-

nefs
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nefs of its cbitimerce; it has a good

caftle,' and ii weH fortified. Its port

is one of tfcc fceft and n>oft celebrated

irt Europe ; the banks of fand at thd

mouth of it render the entrance into it

v^ry difficult. It is fotriettrties tJ-otibled

and diftuAed by hurtieanes. This city

isficuated amorigfl; -feVeral niountains,

the printipai of which are called Saint

Vincent, Saint George, Saint Andfev^,

Saint An«e, Saifit Catherine and Daf-

chagds. Ptotn theft nfiountaifls may be

difcovered, the country, the feai, the

Taguif, aftp the forts ^hi(fh defend the

itiimh 6f it ; that Called Belem is^ the

moll eonfidcfable; every time vclfels

pafs before it, they are obliged t6

falutc

• 1 m "

'11

ill r

lilt
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falvite it with a gun. The laiidfcapc is

charming, and ^,the city forms a mol

fuperb amphitt^atre, from the diveriity

of, its buildings, which are magnifi-

cent j; it appears very long, upon ac-

count of the boufes, which are built

along the ba^ks of the rjver, for the

conveniency'of commerce* There are

feyer^al phurches and ,hofpitals, one of

which, is very magnificent, and is called

AH; Saints Hofpital, where there is a

^ ver^.pretty infirniary. When the pa-

ticiits gQ out qf this infirmary, they

give.t^^Ri a fmall fum of money, to

affift them in their perfeft recovery.

Ther^ are alfofeveral focictiea, the mem-

bers ofwhich feekfpr the poor to comfort
-i 1

them,
< . '.^ 4i Mb
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them, to vific the prilbrtcrs and help

the fick. There is a pretty church be-

longing td thcfe' focietics, where there

are every day faid naore than two thou^'

fand mafles, as well for the repofe of

the fouls of thofe who are already dc-^*

parted, 'as 'the falvation of thofe they

affift for life.
"

- -
•

-^'

' >

There ar^ feVeral very pretty public

places in thi« city. ' 'Th^ nioft confidei''^'

able are thofe called, 6 Terreiro de

Poco, where the king's palace is, and

Afaudega, where the cuftom-houfe'

flands.- Thefe parts are in the midft

of the city, upon the banks of the Ta-

gus, from whence, the king may eafily

fee

(
I

i 4V
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fee every veiTel that enters or goes out

of the port. The Rufio upon which

the palace of Inquifitron (lands, is an-

other public place. There are many

foreigners eftablilhed in this city, upon

account of trade ; the walks and rides

arc very pretty, and there are a great

many carriages kept, but they are more

frequently drawn by mules than horfes.

AU the ejn^virons of the city are band-

fornie, and the country feats around it

mag^ficent. Murders are not fo fre.

quent now as former!yt efpecially tince

they hav^abolifhed the pra&ice of mak-^

ing places facred, whicb ferved for the

prote^on of criminals, and fcreened
»

even n*urdereirs from juftice.

. The
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The Portugutfe irt genera'! :ft-c very

faperditious^ and Fsirta^ah thei^e h not

a merchant or mechaoiic v^h^ has! not

his Sain>c Aiithoay of Padua, eilher in^

Iton^, plAi&^t of ^oedj they hoW

thac (diiTt: in. the gmatdt ffeAeratidn.

They iif^^ Wttt cVtty ittornirtg, and

nvret fail of: initrcftiifg kiiH, fcf prO^

mi&ttg; if he fkv^ors them, fortit pretfy

ctea^ks, riiigs^, or octtef ornanli^ii^ v bn€

if the lainty fironr^^ my c^^tict or fca^

hambr^ has beenr deaf to tbefar eries^

or that thdr tHfhed h^e not b€e» fuU

Hfedi, eUh«T mtirelf 6r i» piafT, tliey

tdce him; lit fh^ eveniftg ^fi^ utYdfefi-

Hkn^ «i^ ailterwar^s place hirtf in* the'

court or garden, to remain thete all:

night.
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night, expofed to ; the injury^ of the

>¥eather •, and fpiKtctimes they ac^d to

that penaoei^'fomc ftrokcs with a rod.

The next morning they fetch back

their deity, dr^ft him, and intfeat him

again. I y^^s witoefs to a fcenc fimilar

to this defcription on my.paffage from

S.4rinam to Lifbon. One day, after

v(C had bec;^a_^ frightf^ned with a heavy

fq^uall that came. p^. foddenly, fome

fail,oi"s in the (hip took thjir Saint An-

thony^ gayc him.more than a hundred

laflit-s, tied a pigce of firing, round his

Tic^k^ and threw him Qverboard, v here

t|iey,let hin^ remain iiU the finft watch

next mornirjg, which was the time of

prayer. : / . , ' ,. -

The



of tlii Ghcvalicr Dupont^ iSj^

The<:Ufl:oms, the laws, and difpofi-

tions of the Portuguefe are fo well

known, that it is needlefs to fay an^

thing concerning them here.

The fevcntcenth day after our de-.

parture from Lifban, we were chafed

by a veflcl, whkh we Toon dilliriguifhed

to be a pirate ; but'as \ve were the beft

failcr, and wie h!ad no in<;lmation for ah

cngagementy wc reaped the benefit of

the advantage we pofleded, and loft

fight 9f her tbe.fame day.- qlifjbr?! :»t

V .-::w jUiq Lir' v^t-l 3iir': ' .: • •

At length, alfter a paffage of forty-

one iday5, we anchored in the road of

lore Saik Biferrci brt ^te tWcpty-eightfk

t

^ •

of

,1

h.
*^^i

%
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jof Scptcmbcrt 17311 having been ab.

ifeot axceen mooiths and a half, fmct we

departed ^r Saint Vincent's.

iU^t.

Wc continued at Fort Saint Pierre

ihree Days, during which time M.

Traifvfort informed us, thajt his pfiC'

jfages had been very fortunate opes;

that immediately ppqn his af^val at

fprt Saint Fierre, hi; Jhad difarmed the

i)figantine, and had p\it ajl' the goods

intx) Iheitpnehoufes *,iiiat Jo our abfence

he haddifpo(<:di)f a iTDnfidecable part of

them, and that they had produced a

very great profit. iHe informed us

^Ifo rtbat hit hadj^ and delimed our

fctt^ri4«^4iag tQithfmdice&ton3,^ anfl

that
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that M. B*** having received an ac-

count two months before our return

that his brother was' at Louifiana, he

had taken the opportunity of a veflel

going there t6 vifit him ; but before his

departure, he had returned to him the

money Mr. Prepont had> been kind

enough to advance him 'at Caracao,

and he propofed coming back again in

the month of March.

illHl-s *

•'1

.hi

By thedate of affairs that M.Trairrfbrt

delivered us, I faw that my (hare, (ince

I began the mercantile trade (after

deducting all expences) joined to what

I firft poffefled, amounted to upwards

of three thoUfand pounds,

Whilft

(

.

1

i

; * I

U-

^
I*:

»^
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Whilll: we were at Fort Sainc Pierre,

we went to pay a vifit to the intendant

and Mr. Brach j but we found they haj

gone fome few days before to attend the

council at Fort-Royal,

- Mr. Prepont ordered M. Tralnfort to

go with one of .the, ihallops to Guade-

lupe and Marigiiante, to take in the

goods we fliould want in our next voy-

age \ I gave him a letter to Mrs. Nor-

foy, to inform; Jipf of my return, and

told her that I would wait on her very

foon in perfon.
^,j.^^ : ,

i! 'I

«> J ' . >

On the fecond of Oftober we cm-

barked in a cano^ for Jpprc Royal,

where
f * t *- i. I ) . » V.

Mki
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where wc arxivcd before noon the famo

day. .
, . . . : _

As foon av we kndcdi we wcc';

imtnediately to the gcivernqr^s. who yfz^

at that time attending tl^e council ^ we;,

found Mrs. Rppert aiv^ Mr8..0rfon there*^

and informed us, tha^, we had^ givea

much uneafinefs to the Marquis de.

Champigny, until he heard of our ar^^v

rival at Fort Saint Pierre., .^qoii aftcr-

wards the governor joined us, accom-

ps^nied by M. Orgeville, M. Brach,,

M. pumay, the Ibjilcitor-gcneral, , the

Marquis de Poincy, and ojther mem-

bers pf th(^ couiip;!. As foon as tjhp_

yot.III. K Marquis

'ifJ

I I
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Marquis ffiw^M; Ht criea oitti Surely

lj(bon muft have very great charms^

gentlemen, to detain you fo long. I

aicver thougKt 'of Iccihg you again, ni

afllJreydtt M""]^^ mi^mica fern

vt the rcalbrtsthatihad obliged' him to

continue tftere flSf lotjg^; ifer he had 3C-

itoaihted Wfl^M^fe olp- thkr tauife that

ihdticed^in tof gB the 'vbyagc^ift Ihs fet-

ter, ivbiclr he- ftnr by NT. Ti-aihfort

ftonrStirinain. Hfe governor ajppeared

iati^fiiid wifh his reafohs, and afterward^

aBaremng himlelfto me, affied me if I

had been much enti^rtained r i replied^,

that llbpediie would dp me the jufticc,

to believe,'that ftparatedlo fair from his

l^xtQti and^rj;Norfi^J'wa^ihc^ab^^

i'W



of the chevalier DupoiW. 1^5

of receiving, arty pleafbreg He em^

braced mey aiid^ led M^l Pitponc ahd^

myfelf into his ftiidyi \i?1)erc he told

us^ that after failing a^ year for mf

anfwer from- iQf UH€l^ atid> Mrv Lefft^^

Vilky kt had at; i^glft risc^ive^ di$^

&om tiit-lmtffi vflikH ihhtmtd} hijm

of the^ d^atb of- ttiftPfbi'fti^fr who by^Wil?

will, after 4 fe^vr^ i^Siflrg legacies-b^
left the remains of his fortune to his

faduilkfeeperi wtiteh^ Mi^. Le^Slt faid

was:bat verytfdiall) asvbe bad funk -thei

greaterft pm^of it inl amniides ;i ztkd • H)£

added^^ di^ asifdon'sphtr had takcn^ the-

Meafures rreceiSMity {(reviou^ ta the!

cortfefjt'.taf »flt(Kli He vwukl fend jt^

The M^l^^^ m^t Hiti^ Ikxt^^pur tkX

K 2 letter

1M
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letter into my hands, direded to my-

ielf, which contained nearly the fame

diings as his own. He defired me not

to make myfelf uneafy, and promif^d

that if he deferred writing muqh longer,

h/e. wpMld take thofe me^fures as would

render his conduft unnecefiary. We

then returned to the company^ and im-

mediately fat down to dinner.

. Aftcf dinner I accompanied Mr. Prc-

pont into the town, to make a vifit to

Mrs. Saint*Ange» his: lifter, to whom

we^ve an accdunt of her daughter y

I,((^yed there an hour, and left Mr.

Brepont to give a further hiftofyof af-

fairsi^ and returned to the governor's.

u'
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For eight or ten days after my arrival,

I vifited my friends and acquaintances^

amongft which Mrs. Orfon was a prin-

cipal; but I found myfelf obliged to

go there but feldom ; for whether her

hufband fufpefbed our former intiniacy,

or whether he was jealous, I know not;

tut I perceived that he did not approve

of my vifits, therefore I never went,

unlcfs his lifter attended me. One day

that I was there, Mr. Prepont brought

me a letter from Mrs. Norfoy, who

ftrorigly folicitcd me to tome and pafs

fome' titfti; f^ith ^her. -t (hewed ' it ' to

the MarquJs dc Ghartipigny, who con-

fented, but engaged me to go firft to

Guideliipe with a packet he had re-

) K 3 ceived

:^ ll
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jdcivcd ftom court for M. Poyet, the

goVjecnor cf tha:t ifland. I informed

Mr. Pxepont of it the next day, who

£lid^hat he propofed going himfelf in a

few iday§, 0nd t^erieforc he Would ac-

/qonvpany me wicb pkafure, and ^hat

lie ^naight perhaps conjcribute a littk to

$alm tihe .iinearinefs of Mrs, Norfby,

whi^ the account <>f ;^e ^]ay />f our

«)lwrji3ge w.ould gtjcafion^ thercfoa lie

ftidj that ^tc wpuld dcp^t fbe ;day after

(the next -for Fq^c SaifK >Pje^r^, |n:9rd.er

^Q c|9fi^ark ^ i^nc^f )ii$ i<h>Hops for

<Gumic|lupcj, ^r|l tpJiil imm ^bence for

Marig^lantc. I thanjceri him ibr his

ispi^plai6n^e,.and ^cfipfdWmM go with

^e IP th^ goVjernor's, 10 io^r» Km
of:> ii

.



of the Ghevaller Diypoi*T.j igo;

of ii, . >v^io Vicry . muich .ajijproy^d^Qf it|.

as he kncw,Mr.|^i^poi?jt'5rgr£at..f^^

tion for me»« ;])" j^ j^^.v';
^

^ ,«fjth|i;>lp(MUijGi|, .and Ju^.Marcpiut

fijtwqd ^e,,!!^ ,ditches f9rGua4?t

governor, who told me that, that.ijf

«."- K 4 during;.

ti
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1
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tfuring my abfehce he (hould receive

aliy favorable ntWs*,- he woulcj fend it

to me, and defired at the fame time

Irhat 1 would return by the month of

janiiiryl ^ \^htri 1 left Hi(h; I w«h«f to

the houftf lof Mt$; Sairii*A1ige,- where

bre^fafteO tOgetheVi and- afterwards

called of the Marquis^ tfe Pcrtn^, and

embarked nhnhedlately for ^ Fort* Saint

Pierre; we dinedP^wJth ithe^^ift?h3ant,

who had arrived the evening before,

and fu^p^d with Mr; Brach ; and the

tttktHsifi'^^ i5tK"oP^©ftlAer, ivc

fiiM ^i^^u^apilif^w«&c «^ym
the faiovWhg^^atr^fbiir ir tlic after-

fMihtwfv -.^ 2 As

!.:•;

:l
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Asfoonas we, had €aflL anchor, we

went afhp^e^ and.l<i|cUvei;c4 M' P^yR^

(he dispatches I bad for hiui ; be A^ced

the Marqi4$ de Poincy to take a b^
with him^ which he^ con&nted. to, . and

afked us to diniier th^ ^ext day., .Wlu;a

we w;ere alpooid, |V(r. Fiiepoot propqlod

to mjc to accpmp^yJiHn to De0eadii

and Montfcrraty where fonie bufipefs

requii-ed b^ prefeaee. I confemedi and

the next day we mformed the .Marquis

de ,Poincy o£ oi^j defign, and^ he?, pi^o-

mifed to wait our
|
return, and fail witb

us tp^^iarigalatue. .

On the eighteentb we failed for Defc

feada, where .,we .ancbgred the fame

K 5 day.

i]< 5r

.' ^
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d^y at noon. We went immediately

afhorc, and vifitcd M. Marival, an el-

dcrly gentleman, "who had been cfta-

bliflicd m that ifland ftf'ferty yea?s\ ivc

^ihed with hhn, and the remainder of

tlie day was fpent in fettSng the ac-

counts t^ftt were between Mm and Mri

I^pbnt. Before 'wc tooR ^our leave^

IWff. Marival njade us protnHb to come

and ihoot the next day with him in die

GOi^ntfy 5 that then he wotrid call

of on^ of hris fricndi tb'dint, dhd^hd

the afterhdbn, wfio had a' pretty com-

panion come to live with jiim afbw d^ys

before, and that afterwardswe fhould fup

. ^th hini J ifftifWe^fiacl^j^^Aifeai wc

t66k dtit leave anB returned aboard.

iS:U >4 We
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We raeomed' ^flinre the' Yieaet(hi%rhf

iflg »t foot B^clodL to M. MorivalX

doves^ and ainid>of pifef^as fatgev^^ *

b\riijudi At'ioon^aii we &0n^ o»iftlft«8 ^

fivcigiied^ we gave poqlTppit ow, [Utl ^

mlrQti i^idi Mo.; Mirhad^tO(hairiend%>

teure^^hiyleQiR«KT'wfts£(Qiigi» fo^

rpetcdvod Mifs 1.^^ £fr

(knr hoflv ^ftftck had ^Hbdifl otar!abfisiloc|

moneys of fae^ mdoroiftg^wlrii^ti^r und^

at OeflboihM hSm oompfiMiemy hj|| ^

{iaffed^;flk iivUl6i<9d¥

>{ln K 6 proachcs,^;

:l^ '*:

^
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Jufti.' ;u{i(Ai My ncglec. 3 ta Vific her

cuftd ,iiiidhkbeftiniaihti: j WasaU^v we

Xooo: jffiitrwardi jfai()d€mA;. toi , ^innefy

onhcfedunngjthe .wfaokuumQ^ilaXan*

JB^ady.nrai'Vttiy/fpcigtuly^ fli/e (;dminued

jiisri lii^ityjaflBri iliiiheiy^v&nd iiailg ito^

^^^ t9L^iiiniica//w0iidi! Itol w;k$ jbe

adrairatic^DfictbK irh^k pOtopaOy. ; As

ittivafilUt^ ;kfilfii^ 1m jdiOedi in about

c^W^toorsiafWFaiwditMr,1^^ pro^

fb&flddtftto wiel ffltodld: Mittr^ikiiMiis

ktotifl .4(6«4^tl^tn « all ; I^as rcfohice,

imi MMaMdt]iiesr M&i%alaiit)ti jilfere-*



.j3 ©f ^c,C)»evs|lier D^p^r, ,«q5

£0etpaffe\£,fq b^ |^ptqd by.th^ buu

throvifii :oat
f
for,, ine. We ,t«ok{ quf

leave of Mr. ^giflgife jipc^ JJ^i^Jjjjj^-

gady, and went to Mr. Marival's to

-*e flR<^ning>(orewe/s|j}riw;4 abpffd,

. ,Pefl^^a^ fineof th&Xfeirard [Iflands

i 4

earth [is j black; ji^d &t;ti|e, , producbg

of

I

an:

-s-
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«F ganie b the ItSinS, tkhd^ filh are

etteHent-, iM Tea lA-o^ the fflandh

or •f'lL/i-.i-.'id MA oj :(!•* bnc ,"'i ;:

^'''

^iboHas-^^^haa'ftidtofea'atMMit^

Iferrat, we Mrent affibii^ tc^ a French^

Mr. . Prepont, whom he ISH '-&*td 'k-

confiderable fum of money, which he

Idteled 'ei^er^'y^» fc^ iSiiffitti^ lftfrt'6«-

iniaeft a^ -aoibumai'tb' ohc UMuJ^aiad

wt next"' morning,' and ' J^c^t 'the ve-

tiiafaide^ of' the dsflh'ftrot&ng about

^6''fflandi "tire lieitt' ^cln^^; 'hav^

ing
^.»



'dtmaiMwTitv'pi^i^V ^ tM
log nothing further t0 do tliere, mre

vtreighed, ixiA ttXiHd' ifbr Guadda|;te'»

W(i'o<dock In Ae'afte^tiiifc'-';' ^ '^•'"'

.[} turn i{i;i ariill3:>x*j 'io '('^i^'^I

Montfcrrat is alfo one of the tci^
.If .i

ward Iflands, and fituated very near

Guadelppe, in ^e, latitude of iixteen.

If isjiot im]chjn9i;e tha;i three leagues

]ri& fin: tbe iooft nuoociipus,. jiw

fotn^ mountains, which have rery tall

large

.

I

I;
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Jargexcdvs grqwing upon thera. The

^hurch i;^ prjcify,' :^| buijjt and hand;

made of odoriferPMS wppds. Jhey have

plenty of excellent fifli frofn the fea,

smd. the livers affim^d them fpme fcefh
•"^ ,'," e > r- -I \

' ^ 1 ' . « *

.

water*
>rr

.n
As loon as we had call anchor, we

went aihore to viut the Marquis de
» •••»' » . ,• »

toincy"ahd M. Pbi^k, Wfeb d*«knedus

tiirnia aboard. We toiiBliued' eicHt

crap longer at Guadclupe, di:nri|; which

aim wc w^S ibi^ iciifiedling

the money for the goods we had ibid
* »

ihcie^ bftin|5^Urt^^ t^ other
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nd hand;

hey have

the fea,

^meftefli
f 't r

chor, we

rquis (fc

tinned us
' i 1 i ' *i'" '.

1^ we rc-

(t|; which

iblledling

had ibid
-

.

»

_
«'

tei other

^' com-
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commodiuc;a in excjbwgc,, fs Nj^v R-/^

were all; extrclnely . fvXL„ . ... , , v,. . .;. »i

* '.»"
There is. in Oij^ ji^pa a'y9Pj,9£i^

phur, ^wl?ich,iCpn(^dy „(P^its,j»„tWek

and difagreeable fmQke,, \^{)ich is .&[me^

times xerv trpublefome a there, arc alio

fpm^, . jvarm fgrip$s, that po^f^,-. fept^

fulpburow,; ,»icl , f?r>;U^Ro«s^.^ro^rr

^cs, ^ndarc, lefyJCM^te- io,, f(^Q^|x^l^ji^

complaiqjs..^
, .,^^^_ .;.i.a;;»riu^t*i^

. "AsSsfPon as \^^iiad:^tt<c(},:pfr.:^i,

W iflf9™c!d .J^ M^gurj xfc-PgiBcy,^

it,; ivfhq ^^.iourijd^jwrqjicftiforvthcjaajr

foliowing. We weighed at four in the

roorn-

.1

I!
i

<5i
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Bi¥mirrg, ind? IStlc?^ Marigakntev

went ?iborc imtiitdiatdjr^ atid before

the Marquis de Poiiicy left us> he in-

ii^fcci^TO^ a&tH^Hh «llA%e^i«^^ day.

•virlionJi ^W^ ^ftfon-d ^^ing' to^BtiJbWn to

dSflntVwitR her Ion' ah(i daughter. It

isW/ to ibatginei&^ jbjr that two lo*

v^^it^i^-^j^n k(!^^

very difficult toexprcfs^ thcrcJfori ihc

reader muft iuppofe, that we experi-

^D^saf^h^'^l^ity'^li^ ife'^ri^Ws

"^j^Bfe'^^flbrflifrt^^ ^eW^ eat

'mtU* yott'^riiijM ittegiric, atia thefrogai-

•xuoia ^
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}ft7 apparent; 11:1. 4;faek\dii^arte^

fcewcd ihatth^ydldijnoc^ipefil us. '^)

» . - » » ;

Mirqtife tic P(Sfti(Sy fti* to'dtfife tSii

cbfttpmiy^'«f^*Mi-s/Natta ^Mrf^iM^i
zx^d Mit. MbHby x)ii^it^ neorc dajr^

trcitcd'hS^ ^i^?th^e6itimonip<S!rten^lH

every titrfefe^ak Hi-Ms^orbpatiy;^^^^*^

them in the ihrfenidg, of the hiiws tliat

the

I
^

i
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t&e Marquis. deCliaonipignjis told us up-

our arxiyal fcoiDrXLiftonv the Icaufc of

the delay to the conclufion of our m^LY-

rjagc ; tbfiy ey^civ exprpflid, a degree of

few> Jih%l )itbY^afr pnly aft ^ jexcpfj^pf the

gaveriiprV and mifie^. il> lordier to con«

peal from theJil? the denial of my family,

thai: we.tpight:drive an ecclaifciiTement

j^flf% tb^f pscffnr. i,,Iiii;f{Mt<? ,of (^Mery

thilTg Mr.' Pfeptet^ ^vjnyiftlf could

l^kJ^QF ffT)^'PI > do;, thj^y ^ ftiU p^hered to

tl^e/aH)»<epiBio»|'«rIuch the xef^ty^aad

conTinced me of too well. I was fo

Jiim qf what had.pafcd» ,attd.4efir?d that



of tbc Chevalier Dupont; t ^rg?

he would be kind enough tb )writfc diJ-

rtOiy to Mrs. Chanzy upon the receipt'

of my letter, and inclofe in^is, the ^t-i

ter received from M. Leflfeviile^ ^ ^ell^

as that direfked to rtfti wb: ch I^h^ left^

with him i I toMihim,. that it was tfae^

only way of compofing "the fears, andr

rem6vtf!g : thd nnjiift fuTpiciotis of) th^

ladie^ i in fliort^ I begged that be woi^d>

not defecajiiorocnt CO iitfndepiinedhati

piece of fervice, which I fhould always

a)niider ^ as the greatcft lie biid^cohferred

od nie. Mi'/4»i^&|)onfc, w myffiM^'

wni^d to thc^^M^rqui^ in tlie ftibn;^^

%p^i^'wfe 'gavt'them' t6 thte ^a^
JjlUil

and

a!

311* i

ri'.'
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94d Mir;Chait^y tx» pbniib ;. and: in or-

der to renu)y^ ereryi fu^icion they

mighl h^vd,' ftalcdi and delivered

them i0 jthicir prefeo]c:6)itO) the mailer of

afiji^Uill^hteiier yrenhadl hired for die

QOte(k»n andordc;^Mi^td 4epiarc the

rkxt dajif^-iitfive ift! the morhifigsfoir Fprt>

Rdyali> clchi8'P9p,.lli(oaghr it ia fotnr

degmfiiitfacU tiv^^ei atifirft^ dtdAOS

mxtowrtheii^fofpuaont^emi^ j itb lua

Llti-5«F»4JW» ll|aihfl«vw,ttiswi-wf fat

biit;aJoiipf¥Jl^k8-f«r»flwd,,tbe.<!Qnver^

ftti^i* inr^wordp.,thcitjii;vci:;Wasany

, thing



thing' more, refembledf ar qii^ker'&^i^et* /

iog than ie4id) for we4K)iH^>o£ uSr^vec.

flrinok oM before M^. Pi»Reii$- lefeiu%h

and:it wasneacitwo wbezDi witidmwntal

rati ViivQiMikit PeSiAef:Mxt Cbinzjggi

bed» wtts ^ilM i« this^iiioft^netaiicitolif t

^

I I-

11

rUl canoe

I^H'
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peararnce aftonifhed Mr. Preponc i he faw

me ia^Ttated and diftrefled, and eiiqaired

tftfecaufeSfTt limitt^}thkhtco\x\i

ix>t Be 'igndrdm ef 1t^ dtl^ ^dded, that

I came to reeeiYe comfort from him^

fort^injurlous fufpicionji that had been

diiterii8tja«d;of mditbejifnieci^ifig even-

difixefa^ .aR^tp^0jpQi(e4i th^% jvee Ihould

breakfaft dire£tly« which I copfentcd to *,

whilft yft were^at breakfaft, Mr. Chan*

2j iiriiyedximjiiCin0c ^Q^^ ^ foon

a9ih(^ ilAitlCi jsiblwwdj h^.m?Joaiil^ mc,

fpr the tineaftnefs I :h^ giyeii bi^ as

well IS Im mother ami iifter.:il:ciplk^^

laoicmuchiobliipBd fyywi. Siti^fyt yoyr

u'j:i^.i kind
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kind concern for me, but the ladies have

no right tp be .upcafy about me. Th^ir

I

fufpiciOAS arip injurious to my honor,

and if they do me the ipjuftice to doubt

my ancerity, J am unworthy of their

efteem^ they, ought to banifh me for

ever from their pi;ejei;}ce, and it is to an^

tjcipate iheir defiresi that I gtme abpard

hm ihis morning, and ihall bid them

adieu for ever. How refolute you are,

my 4^zx fwe;nd^ Mx. Ch^ni^y replied!

Jbe^ewl I I q^n't uxiderftaad you, yjop

%4X rhajye J?aptered your ;;?a(6ja aw,ay

/pr iifiPoey 5 cpme, let us drink a djfli

of t^a togcijher, ,^d go with me afliojc

;

Iw^l^mVie^yAiffi.fface^; «nd mUm^
more Ihall be f»d or thought on t^

^01 III. L fubjed

'\i 41

!• l'
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iub]e£lb tiu the return of the fchoonerj

jMfy heart, which did but fittle agree

ix^itK mfprbpbfai, fufiered itfelf to b(

' perfuaded, and we Continued aboard]

only whilft i^rpirepont finillhed drefTinj

'
jhunfeif. V^ then went More together

.and accompanied Mr. Chanzy to th(

^dies, who received us With mon

chearful countenances, thah they wore

when we parted. Mrs. NorTby held out

ihfr hand tb tii^j anid we' embraced eaci

otlier i w^'iifter^^^ Wi^rit tb the go-

vernoi^s *to -dirthisir, Vheire we found a

very'pblife ^tid numer^' company J

we pafied tn^ day agreeably, and re-

Mrnied toMris. Chanzy^ in the even-

1

The
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The next morning at breakfaft, Mrs.

Norfoy prgpqft^j^to^a and pafs fpjmc

<]ays at Charbon. Wtt)i allmy hearty I

anfwere4f but ^not;, till ^tef the f^rrival

of the Icbooper ; foTjtwill be in vain
\

I -'

to go linden th^ pi'^^'^^c ^ diflipation,

when the folitude ,of the country will

only .lAcreafe oiur chagrins, I am of

the Chevalier's opnion, faid Mr. Pre-

pont3. 81)4 I am not,, replied Mr. and

Mrs» Cl^anzy,^ ^d my, dear Vidlo^re.

^f^will give order;^ cpntimied the ]at«

t^r lio fend tt^^ matter of the fchodner

to us. at his retitm jL we are three to two,

the majority ought to carry it, therefore

prepare ^ourfelves to depart t)iis eyen-

ingf it will fcrve inftead of a walk. Mr«

L 2 Prepont

lb

1??

i
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Prcpont and myfclf found ourfelves

obliged to yield, and in confequence of

itj we went aboard to fetch the things

ym fliould haire oacafion for during our

abfence. We returned to dinner, : and

^t fix b^dock, Mrs. Chanzy mounted

her foin's horfe, andlMrs. Nodby her

iDwn^ ; Whilft Mr. Chan2y, Mr. Prepoot

and niyfeir Ax;oaDipaiMed thiftn <iin foot,

Hud n^iarrived at ChariiM^n be^r^ ieven.

I few ytry evidently, that the reafon of

IMtrs. Norfoy's aps^y lor . oiir.' retiri^

imtocbe ^untry^ arofe fr<Hn ;the^ g«eat^r

.libera «'e ikoujd en]|Q^;therQ t|ian in the

iown, imd that the had a ^lefise <Qif mak-

Hlg UPC amende for the uisteiBSin^k^

Mtd ciibied >naf. . I iAJf^^iifi^jbipr 4>i n?y

II ItVv fen-
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rencounter with Mifs Laoj^dy ac Def^^

ceada^ and of the frelh enticements Ihe^

had ufed ; I gave her an account of my

a£lual fortune, ^nd 9t the fame time in-

formed hcr« that two more voyages

would, place me in a ftate to live happily

and honorably ; fhe confented to them^

willingly; upon condition, that before

my dep^rtur^ on the firfl:, we Ihould

cpr^ciude our marriage : I promifed her;,

but I could not forefce the terrible ftroke

that jproyidence referved for me. The

third day after our arrival at Charbon^

and as ^we w^rc fitting ^t t^ble, the maf*
ft

fpr of tlusichooner brought us the dif^

patchcis we expeAed with the greateft

impatience. They fully fatisfied the la-

Pi

If

L 3 dies.
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t

dies, and they fcewed their joy, during

the time wc continued at Charbon. We
departed for the town on the fecond of

December, where IVIr. Prtpfont had fome

afiairs to fettle before oiir departure. He

had been abfcnt fix weeks from Saint

Pierre, where liis torefence became ne-

ceftary, therefbVc nc liied his departure
*'., »

- ^ -•

,

for the ninth of that month, and pro-

mifed to fend a fliallop for me on the
• • 1 » • , . !

- .. , I I . .
"^

. * '

fifteenth of January. But this arrange"

ment was of no vife, for four days after

our arrival from Ithe icourWy, he recciv-

cd difpatches from his fitter Mfs. Saint

Ange, which infornied Wth dfWife death

of her only foh; this rtielancholy news

Ihe had learned by a letter from Saint

'-'?
..

•' Tho-
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Thomas's, which Ihc kiclofed to him,,

with a letter of attorney. She defircd

tlie favor of him to go there, and to

talce off the feals which had bee;n puc
^

upon the effecU of that young man, and

difpofe ©f wha| he thought proper^ Mr.
^

Prepont had a urong affedior^ for hia

nephew, who was a very good young;^

man ;. he was very fenfible of his lofs>,

and itwas with. diflSculty .he could be

confoled. He determined to fail imme^

diately for that iQand. Mr. Chanzy and

myfcjf offered to go with him, in order

to diSip^te his uneafmefs, which he at

firft oppofed, but upon our repeated fo-

licitations, added to thofe of Mrs.
•

,
> ..

.

Ql^anzy and Mrs. Norfoy, he cpnfented^

, L 4 and

i!i-
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aiid it was agreed, that we fhould de-

part on the ninth, which was the day he

had fixed for his departure to Fort Saint

Fiefre.

I Sii!i

fif

D-

1 to6k the opportunity of a veffel go-

ing to Fort Royal, to inform the Mar-

quis de Champigny of the event, and

\vent to dine the next day with the Mar-

quis de Poincy, and took my leav^ of

him ; and on the ninths after taking our

leave of the ladies, we embarked and

failed for Saint Thomas, in which port

we anchored on the thirteenth in the

The

•'-^. .>4
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The next day, the fourteenth, we

went afhore, and Mr. Chanzy and my"

felf accompanied Mr. Prepont to every

pl^^jvhere he h^ occaTion to go. The

third ^ay rfcer our:^rival, he took oflF

the &als, and took an inventory pf the

cffe^%, of his nephew 5. Jhe found one

^Vii\df^d £uinea% and lejght tboufpiid V^

vre^ inp^ftr^^ he afterwards prouC6ede4

in felling tfaofe merchandizes, that W4^

^efe^ unwilUng to akeourfcjves^ and

werCMt^cred thofc^tlQj^d whijch fiiited l«r

He pti4 wa-y thing that was oymg^

find in twelve days: hm'i had: finished bis

^ffiursii^ We embarked on ^ the iWgntf-

fixtlilG^i Deoembir,. and urrived^^t M^

The I ^^^^' ^ ^^^ 5'?pi;.tiiN5feJ) :r 5rj* tig^knie:

t|

J

. : I

•^ \
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rigalante at noon, on the hiBL day ofthe

year,. 1731.; ,

.
' '

''

.

'

i

'

Saint Thomas 13 one 6f the Leeward

jilands. and belonjgs to the Danes ; how-

ever, the Dutch are the princidal traders

there, under the protedtion of the King

of ^^nmark, who affords it aMb to

t^rench refugees, Germans, arid every

iother foreigner. This iffand, which is

neutral, is fituated on the eaft of Porco

Rico, and latitude Of eighteen^ twenty.

The'port is veiy ^commodious, and the

anch6i*age gbod for every kind of<veflel,

whirh ma|r ride there ih the utmoft fafe-

t]f^ There is a imaU fort near it^ badly

iuppUcd ; and at the diftance of a rnuf-

jl*- J, V.-V ^
quet
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quet^lhot, there is a town, which is

compofed of feveral ftreets, and ambhgS

thereft) there is one that is very: lai'gc^

at the bottom, of which is the Danilh

Company's warehoufe, which is i^rge

and well built. The different apaftmehb^

are laid oiit in the beft tafte,, and in the

centre are large ^ftorehoufes,; as well for

merchandize, as to lodge their Oaves.

The other ftreets arc occupied by Dutch,

.

French ri^fugees, Germany* Flemings,

and foreigners pf other nations. The

houfes are bqilt with brick : they ^re

feldon^ more than two ftories high, by

rerfonpf jthc badnefs pf the foundation,

a$,at the depth of thr^e feet, .there is

yatcr in every part of the iflancl

L 6 The

T

K

I 4
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The trade, which is very confidcra.^

t)Ie in this ifland, contributes much ta

iht ricbnefs of the ihhabitl&htd ^ its pon

is opeii to all natidhs, fed' Wt^ tttvti

ill time of" war, as a fafety for rherchants

vctels to fly to, when purfucd by pri-

vatecrsj the laftd is very ftrtilc, and

produces c6ft6n, fijgar/^e, ^t^th thi

tropical fruits/

^

Ol lU. /:.-Slb{iy,d

,k
^ Ik >

there is a governor ivho f^CideS there,

a general oSiber arid a Weak gdfrifSn,

wfthfeverat niagittraies, ^hdfe priiici-

pz\ department is, to fettle the difputes

tKat happen betwen different parties

;

the fornier hdve the admifliftfatibn of

t^e police, and there arKv^3 ^tty yeaf,

a mem*
»>i Jk
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i member fix>m the fupreme council Of

Copenhagen, to y^horn an account 2^

gi^ of every thing ^t hm hlppcnedy

and he grf«fe hi^ ordess: according!jr.v.t

Mr3. Cbanzf and Mr)^ Nbrfoy^ who

did not expe£b mS> Soooy vrere hapgy

in feeing us returned from our expedi-*'

tioti^ I<ngaged Mr. Pir^onl: .toi^cinti-

nuts wicfa t^ 'tiB the fifteenth of Janiinry;

wbea I pro]^ied>7to rem'0n:with:hiiri,

which hd coiv&nte4ita^ on ijcdttditiikn

tbdt we Ibbuldpa& fiherpiin^at Charboftf

toiii^hicfat wd^^igK^ed. Thtafimd'd^^

tlkfit&^tjsm^ft 1732f we went to

pay a vifit to^he^Marquis/ de £dknic]r,

wtib kept ui^^fio dinnetv nfw iwhicbi^

departed

ik il

* I

1. .^1

«
if

"J. J
h% (
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fkparced for the jcounkry^ wlicre we en«

joyed almoft eveiy poflTible amufetnent

iitt thr:^i»C(ienth, whdo we returned to

Iowa gi ite cvciamg. 'Wiip fupi^d toge-

ther, and after taking our l<^ve of the

ladies and Mrb Cl^ns^Xt W4I retired to

*^j^ the fiigbMboard.
-{"ju'^iy

.tifid jof aU the- Lctsifivd Ifland^, it

jevd,! and the . air v^i^^od ) it is

nhe latitude qf I£^IO^ There a

^l^mal^^podsiup^ fd|f.fOsU4d» ;^ there

cif one particularly)hqi|u^tifolcs^^ Char*

i^orife ii^l^ l^^watq^ which is yci
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Louis, which belonged to t&e M^quii

de Poincy. There is abunduic^ of game

in the i(knd) fuch* as partridgi^s^ dove^

dec, There iare fe^eri^ IbiintlAM Mi
ponds of good wate^f^> To- that there U

feldotn Occa(ion> to have recour(b to* that
«

cs»9ght in' ciftem^ The land Is fi^rtikT,

and produces fag^f cotton, &c. ^2th

all tro{>i€al fivit!8. The lAhabitliiiitrart

tall, well^ made, generous aAd ^bl^
and the fair for very ppct^r "^ -'^*

-1|Oii the lifteebth'#e ftfled %f Fdft

Saint Piei^, Wh^ mre iiii<^red the

next day. at tHrde ii» the afternoon^ We
went aflior^ andMh Prepbnt catered

i\^!t\',»-
- put

I' I

r*

i

ii



? \\

^ t

I.

2^2 Voyages and Adventures

put the goods ihe ^Qfttatne^ ia the (lore-

liioufe } we alcerwards went to fup at he

iftfenda^aNi Xbpri^esa: d^y we (kiled

ifof F^ri-Royaij ;wl»r5 :;W^.4Krivc(J^^

.i^cviBaip'clflakJn ih«;Jforwoon^ Before

wie went; to the govemor*ii^ we paid a

;vjfit; Co Mi:3»jS^t;-Angei( Mr, Prepont

1^^ ,he)r ansoooyot tif .what hcf had

•^Qnei aljSftiilt tThotnas'^irih*^ gatve her a

duplicate or counterpart of the invetir

tory that had been iqade upon taking

%JS the leak ; an account of the articles

if^E^rxQippinePce, Athafi /feififcad brought

tOr l)i& AoDiko!;i& i>||\ort$Mit Pierre,

.^, alfp' o£ thQfe he < iiad^ firidi which

I9pK}^^c^ 10 iix thfoufaad iwo^liuodfed

ilj^e?p :afe| dcjb^^ jthii oipcnowr
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which with^hit* he found in Cafli,-
' • • •* , .

afinountcd thd fum' of fixtecn thpufand^

four hundrcfd Hvres. We then took ottr'

leave, and weiil tb the gdverilor's. Wc
fchi^d' a tiumcrous^ cdrfrtpanjrtf ladies

arid officers;' nbt^ tinly ftotn the garrifon;

bur alfo from the man bf waf, which^

at that time liy in ifheroad^ and had-

laielj^^edrtie f¥om Brcft^ named the Grif-

ffii, *he commfarid^r ^t^ ofBcicirs'' of

iWiichi tWMJM-quis de^Chatnpigny had

ihvited ta dint with him. I made a

party at qimdrilte with Mrs. Rupert,

Mfs^Grfiin and Mr. Preport«, and thd

day jJaflfed mth chearMneft : ihere ivas

a ball W theeWmng, ahdMl^^Prep6llti

whofc uneafinefs for thd toft of Ws fte*.

phew \-

ft

t ;
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pbew^ WAS fPO great f;o let him partake

Off^ chf ainufements ]with pleafure, took

his leave of the company very early,

and returned to his (ifter's. Nothing

worth rql^tipg pjiflc^ thatcveping, every

thing ^as conduced with harniony as

uT^^K The next day Mr. Prepont re-

tjumed tp dinner at ^the gove;rnor's,. af-

tof whi^ii he had, a. private conference

tiriith the,^Ma);9piSsdc Chao;ipigny for

ipK!!(e than' ai^ hour*. He returned to

910: afterv^ards^; $nd mformed^me, that

!?ftlwas. g^Wg tq Fort( Saint Pierre for

t^9^ mmtih^.m priori ^ feijl^ our af-

fmh m4 g^mnxyi t^pg. ^^dy. to dc-

p^rf l^it|ie.inoi^tl» of fi(Iaj,for tl^qHa^:

vm^¥^ mi. perliaps might purfue his

•A j^
>}

"Xk
route
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route further; he added, that before

r

that'time; lie hdp^ tny m^rnag^ with:

Mrs. Norlby wobld be concluded. We
VP..embraced and ^^rted.

About fuc w^eks aftei'jfny rettiro to

Fort-Royal^ notii^itbftandihg 'dib difft^^

reiit amtifemehts I Rafted; I begari to be

very uh^afy, at not receiving news frbifi •

Ftahcb. . I informed the go^emor ofmp
diftrefsl^ he delired mt iw> wait -the ani^^

val of another irefle]^ and if we received^

no inteHigckice by that, he would take

nneafures pro^rfDrceTebrating our tiat^

riage immediately;^ . IlJofor^ed^Mcs/

Norfoy ^ of the governor's deelaratibny^

and Mr. Frepont i thw anfwirs coith-

pofed

'• >

m

r

:tl
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ti i!|! )'
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|Jbfed #ni fti fome ilcgreif, and made me

di^ernfiiae to Wak with patience;

Some days afterwatds^ the Marquis

de Champigny took me into his ftudy,

to charge me wkb an afik^ that con-

cerned him perfonally^ lai^ fot the

Cfanfadbtng of iwhif^h, he mud have fome

pciibn in .whom he could repofe his con-

fidence % 4Uid a8;Mr^Prepont was abfent,

he. fixed upc£i me to go to Fort-Trinity

fi>r bim.1 For <fhi8 pyrpofe,^ he ordered

meone 06 his horfes a^id a negro to ^at-

tend m&i E invent tbe^e. ^hr : nex£ iday

vrithlM.^ Baillqiil^ captain of a detached

company,, iwho then commanded at that

place. In .five days I finiftied my com-

b^i^a miffion.
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miflian, aud ri^uiracd tp !Fp«t:RoyM,

whcFC thp governorwf :efl^d ihegmti-

eft fatisfa6Hon at tny idili^QQce^ aiod doe

feciiecy withiwfaicii I hsdxtibaifxficd/iiis

affair*.. a-^yd bt^tiUinm::o' ,riici-ii)ijul

ii^ itiS 10 'I^m: wi:j

Tiie Port At Kort-Trimiy ifc ktery

the veiflf)Is ^(6001 iBomidcaiiii atil ^^^

fai Krdus-pbrc, lyfaora tbey aiieiffidtei^d

frfttn ih^^ux^lkftft^titWt iBiBcfibi^neq»3ccft

h .tb^ m^tlia ^e^jJ«V^i j^iAgoftand S^

A G^Idnf^ a&irwltrd5i f\e Marqills

JniifiH*^:! M.

i-j^^l
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M. Orgcvillc, in whkh be prelled him

ter^ miH:h to i:<^me and pafs fotne days

:atFort Saint Pierre, where he laid there

dfii4 arriveda few daysabefore, an Ealt-

Indiaman, commanded b|: an officer of

the navy of his acquaintance, but con-

vcraled hts^ame, to incveafc hisjoy by

tdie^lbqpiize.; HeiiiAiirm^ him, that

:4amMp wip. in daogtr^ being loft <i)n

^hcf jetttm^fiom Fon^ckyefry to France,

TiU'it vifdeot ftoaroK that the ciew had

4^^ attadced^^ bf a(4ifeafet ivfaich had

NcarriedbflPoiiethlcdofjtkem, that the reft

Wtheni were very fickly and he waitted

%aiter, which had oU^ed him to put in-

^^ pdrt/ after luitii% obtuned leave

^0w:^'l tcndant
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Cendant added; that he had giVeh^in

apartment to the c^aptai^ \^d wiauld

c^minfy havie lii^iteff bii^ th»Mit^iS^^

F^r^itoyali'€ti^ U^l^%
cdrifirtcd hiniU tht *OUfo ^ -^ih

"

• ^ ^ •' • •' hi:;::*; z.ni^i:

- Althdiagh the governor twpiiMg^^

liave l>etn egcGixfed^ fie was •not wilttrtg

to difobUge the ikflendant, ht therefore

iixed his departiii^iSr the Samrday; lo^

lowii^. When the d^ came, heoRr-

dered lib boat^ tso^ bie nianiied, ;ai94^^^

enrbarked iitimediateljr afcerl; difin^r^r

Fort Saint Picite. We arrive^ thcr^jt

feven, and wcfntiknixiediately t0 tbe|n-

fiehdant'Sy whafe^^pfovid<:d aparto^ts

&r m^ Mf. Orge^iUc ff^f^smd M.
Gourdektt-* . •'J

i

iim

I:

14-'' 1

u \

W t
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^40 yoy/5qE$ fn^ ApvENtoK^Es

^0%r44fttJ^iw: f^ptain of the Indiaman,

;ta |:l)e Marquis d^ Chaoipignj j the/

j(bofli*f^r<3*icftfd c^ pflicr, and ofpref.

-ieA leJifiity, in rjjie ^itf^ryicw.!^ Wo f"fibd

three days in a*Oi>li%^^l foynrtqfjamuC^^

ments at the intendant^s and governor's

|ii ]%urh, €ap|:aifl Qimf^flat mvlt^d all

Ithe dftnpmyto jdniiilboaKdi&ijp.wM

li!^,!'^ fh^ W6aucfda7ii toriwliidi ne
• »

tdnfenteS, iand^Mn PrtfiOfiti who had

^^eh at the other p^lic^ntertaiiiiiients,

pf6rriHc'd>td^d j^it^iJ USi:c] Wi ifourid

Tevcry^^didicy- ^f^npitrftjfiorf^' Aa w^^

feciats 'as wiiies-; fcut'^htow dear'tpaid

fdr lb' fflort' a pleaftirei! After liiiiiioi^ I

pilci'^rtto the bilcoA]^' %likh^ miXt

i-f^'ij*^ ii4Qt.j '
• .( over
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over the great cabin. As I was amufing

inyfelf with a perfpeftive glafs, obfcr-

ving a large veffibl which I faw about

two leagues off, I felt fomebody

pull me by my coat ikirts ; upon my

turning round to fee who it was, I found

Mn Tiainfort, wiui a letter for me from

Marigalante, who immediately left me

in queft of Mr. Prepont. Upon opening

my tetter, I was felzed with a violent palpi-

tatioa and my eye& became dim, though

not enough fo to prevent me feeing the

greatnefs o£my misfortune.

. 4 1, -I

^ ^^foon as I had read the third line, my

fenfes forfook me, and defpair took their

placet runmng again towards the balcony,

-Vol. III. M which

«

\
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which I had retired from into the round-

houfe, whilft I pcrufed my letter, I cried

to myfclf, it is enough, I fhall never fee

you again my adoraJble Viftoire. Are

you no more, and do I flill ex;ift ?; Riit I

.will immediately follow yoO, accept the

facrificc of my life that I make you.

On thefe words, Ijumped ovjer board, and

as I could not fwim, fhould in^yitably

have been drowned, if a fifljipg veffel,

which was at that time comipg by vyith

feveral people in it, had. not inime-

diately been put about to m^y af^ance,

when one of the negroes laid hold of my

coat and bawled m0 in ;
^ it wasat firft

imagined that it was at^ .acciden|, but

there were fame that attributed ijt, $0^ ano-

- ':v Ml .jyjher

-- -.—^.i -/cdsiwk*--
::-'..

'.f':- w^-*—'
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ther caufe, when my letter was found

upon the cable in the round- houfe where I

had left it. As foon as I was taken

aboard the Indiaman, they took proper

meafures to make me throw up the water

I had fwallowed, pulled of my.cloaths and

put me on others j after wTiich- they fenc

me to the Intendant's. I ibon began to

commit a (houf^nd extravagancies which^

evidently indicated the defire I had to de-

ftroy myfelf.^ T]i^y removed ev^ry thing,

out of my reach that I could injure my-

felf with, and left two acgroes to guard

me. I Tcmained eight days in this ftate,

conftantly furious from my defpair, and

daring that time they forced broth down

me '(0 fupporr me. Mr. Prepont feldom

^ ' M 2 left

'. ^ n

!! 1

M i

4
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left me, and the Marquis dc Champigny

came very often to fee me, at length the

ftorm fubfided and a fettled calm fucceed-

cd; after which I was condufted to Foit

Royal. I was then informed of the caufe

of Mrs. Norfoy's death. On returning

from a ball at the Marquis de Poincy*s,

ilie was attacked with a headach and

fever which continued two or three days,

and was followed by the fmall-pox which

carried her offin two days. Mr. Chans^y,

inilead of writing to the Marquis de

Champigny or Mr. Prepont to inform

them of the unhappy event firft, gave

me the cruel preference. Some time af-

terwards, he came to Fort-Royal and of-

fered to return me Tion Tion and the

horfe
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horfe which 1 had prefented to his fifter,

but I refufed them ; on his part, he was

unwilling to receive the money (he had

put ill my hands» with the profit ariling

from the ufe of itv and he gave us a reafpn

for his refufalfthat Mrs* Norfpy had decla-

red it her defire upon her death-bed^ and

that his fentiments were conformable to

hers } but I infilled upon returning it.

He flayed a few days at Fort-Royal and

returned to Marigalante, Although the y

madnefs that pofTeifed me a^ (ird was fub-

fidedy the fettled melancholy that fuc-

ceededy threw me into fuch a languid

.ftate,: as to alarm all my friends^ They

defpajrcd |>f jny recovery, therefore the

Marquis de Cbampigny defired Mr. Pre-

: -,y M I pont

'' I

I i

t
.
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pont to forward his voyage as nuch as

poffible, in hopes that, the change of air,

new faces, an abfcncc from the place

where I had received the account of the

melancholy cataftrophe, and the difllpa-

tion I might experience in other places,

would recover me by degrees. Mr. Pre-

pont was of the governor's opinion, bu-t

it was neceflary that his brigantine fhuuld

undergo repair before (he went the voyage;

befides he had not began to fort out the

goods proper to take with \3i nor had he

began to buy provifions for the voyagr,

therefore in all probability, witbtheuc-

moft difpatch that coold be made, we

could not depart before the begin-

ning of June, and it was then the 6rft

' "•
s

^ week
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week in April. My complaint increafecf

and I loft my appetite entirely \ the moft

fkilful of the faculty in the iflanrfhad ex-

haufted all their art to no purpofe, whf rl

a holy father undertook to cure rhe radi-

cally, if I would live fifteen days only iri

his houle, where he faid the air was very

good, and he would give me an apart-

ment to myfelf I propofed it to the go-

vernor, who confented, and I put myfelf

under his care. The holy man kept his

wordi for in that tittle I was perfcdly

recovered. M. de Girardin, one of the

niembers of the council at M^rtinico*

who lived tw6 leagues off Fort-Royal, at

a very pretty fear, where the Marquis de

Champigny went conftantly every latter

'1 . M 4 . end

1 ii
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end of the week, engaged me to pafs a

month with him, which I accepted with

pleafure.^ One day whilft we were at din*

ner,, there came a young man about thir-

ty years of age, who had a moft enga-

ging perfon, but was very meanly dreflcd.

He told us,, near three months before,

he had failed from Dunkirk, with his

whole fortune, which confided of five

thoufand livres, for Martinico, to endea-

vour to increafe it by tra^ei*. that the

^yemng before they had arrived off the

ifland, but as it waatop late to eater the

port that night» they had (hortned fail

;

that (bon afterwards they were attacked

by a pirate, who after a very obftinate

refinance took their fliip; that by dint of
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prayer and intreaty he had obtained their

confent to fet him aihore on the ifland,

where be was bound to, and that he came

to implore the afTiftance ^nd protedlion of

the Marquis de Cha;i1pigny, who imrne*

diately a(ked his name and quality. H^

faid that his name was Tarcilly, and wa»

the fon 'of a gentleman who at his death

had left him only a fmalt houfe in Bur-^

gundy* which he had ford and had em**

barked it aboard the fhip with him for

that ifland* Mr. Girardia ordered him

to be cloathed and inrited him ''o conti^

nue with him trll fometbing could bt

thought of to fcrve himv

M5 Icc^

I
'1

»rl

~<r;r.,-.:
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r continued three we^ks it Mr. Girar-

din's after thh event, and had during that

time mai>y opportuhities of tiifcovering

the exceHency of Mr, TarcillyV difpo-

fition J he was fenfible, eirgaging, com-

plaifant and very unfortunate, the latter

was fuflicient to engage me to be his

ffknd* I fpoke in his favour to the go*

verrioF, who agreed to furnifli him with

five hundred piaftrcs, if Mr. xVepont

wouki t kind enough- to lay k out for

him properly, I added fomething eo the

governor's, and engaged Mr, Prepc/nt to

kt him m^ke a voyage witK us. >

I took my leave of M. Girardin^ and

letuiiied to Fort Royal, where I took my

ftCW
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new friend, by the pcrmiffion of the

Marquis, who confented with the more

pleafure, in hopes of his Gompaay difli'»

pating my chagrini-^^ j

.

About eight days after my return to

Fort Royal, Mr. Prepont arrived; he in-

formed us, that m Order not to be em-

barraffed with fevcral vefiels, he had taken

an opportunity that was offered him to

purchafe a (hip, with the money arifing

&om the fale of his^ brigantrne ar^l one of

his fhallops; (for he had kept one) that

{he mounted fixteen carriage guns befides

fwlvels, that Ihe would contain more

goods thart his brigamine and the two

ih&lIop& together^ that we had on our for*

- ' jner

' 'i I

1,^

^ W I
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mcr voyage, and the expenccs would be

kfs, wbilft wefiiould be more fecui-e from

danger, in eafc we were attacked. He

added, that he had finifhed his cargo, and

propofed to depart on the fifteenth* He

fnformed us alfo that Mr. B*** was ar-

rived the evening before^t St. Pierre,

• after making a more happy voyage than

the preceeding one ; that he ftiM conti-

nued in the defifeof going with us, and

propofed coming to Eort Royal the next

dayt to pay hi& refpe£ts to the gp^

ircmoiv

:- After wc had dined, Mr. Prepant drew

0K.<; afide, and faid to mCy ^* My dear

^ frieod, I kaow you (o be difcreet, and

** I have
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I have too great a confidence in you^

to conceal my defigns ftbrnyou, though

niy prefent I had never thought of

till after your lyjisfortune, but now

npthing att^^j^ei you fufficico^jr totbii^

place« to maki5 y<|u difapprove of t

long abfence. And it is in confequence

of a letter Fhavc received from Doft

G\\u^m^ TeUafecw, ihaft I have de<-

terniin^ to make a long voyage. He

defires m^ to be near Port Paix^^ by the

twentieth pr twemy^'fifth ofJune, where

J^ wiJl Jie. off ^ndcr French ; cojora^

After our-eKchfPg? at tha^ place; wc

^ijl go and pa& fon>$ day$ at the Ha^

Xarwfb} W19 will aftefwg"dj9 return to

Cap?, Ffi^pgois, wl^ere I h^vc order<;d

'^yy^au
" Mr.
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t«* MrJ Traiivfort to joih us wifh the flbal-

^*^ik^^ which will be Ib^cted with ^eK
caniile goods, with which we will make

a voyage to Mexico, and from thenct

^^ to • Lou^fia^a and' Canada, w he^fe we

if^ iwfilt exchange tlie rcf«Kaindei! of onr

** gooda for furs, with which we will fail

** for France, where we (hall eafily find a

^' a.good op{«>ftunity of lellfng tliem at

^l'iNant<^ to? very- great advantage ; ancl>

5HiaccordingaacirC',ilnfftkftxrei happen, we

**• may continue our voyage to the coaft of

.HrGuincaywHerewc^illfnjFchafcas toan^

^. flavek ; as i^c • czh tbnfknientl y c:4rrj^,

^.tC'^ return -with thim^ to > Martinicb.

** This voyage, which wHl take us at

•* Icaft thitc years, will be our lafti and,

: i
''

unlcfe
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** unlefs we meet with any. accident, our

" fortunes will be large enough to pror

*' cure us an eafy independency. I have

" with this defign employed upon your

** account, fixty thoufand livrcs out of

the ieventy-five thoufand which belong

to^you, and 1 have upon my own ac-

** count one hundred and eighty thoufand

livres, therefore you will reap one fourth

of the profits. Confid :r if yoii apprbve

** of this fchcttie, and declare your fen-

*' timents to me without refervc/* You

approve of it, replied I,^ and I know you

to be wife and prudent; therefore as yoti

have glV^K^ me fufficient proofs of your

friend/hip, I (hall confent to every thing

you judge. proper, fin , He then left me

to

iC
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to go to Mrs. St. Ange, and I returned

to the governor's.

His plan iwas well concerted* but it

was not intirely executed^ for k feemed

|]etermmed,. that from tha( trme I fliould

never make another voyage, without ex-

perienctng Ibme new misfortune.

. .yi.

Two days after, Mr. Prepont returned

iio^ithe governor'i^ and rduring th^dif*

^courfe that they had together, the Mar-

quis de ChampigDy gaye blm the five

liundred ptaftres l^f the \|fe of Mr* Tar-

dily. At thi3 tkM Mr. B*^* canw in,

and as we were all getting up frQi(ii table

a Captain of a fliip.frp^NaiJ^es brought

c^j . us
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las the confent we had fo long expedted^

with two letters from M. Leffeville, one

for the Marquis, the other for myfelf;.

which only ferved to renew my uneafinefs,j

and at that inftant I was infornied of the

death of my dear friend> lieutenant Me^

zalier of Fort Trinity,

i

ii

i
m

'J:

i

I '%

;'• /

Some days afterwards, Mr. Prepont;

informed the Marquis de Ghampigny^

that Mr. Trainforf had wrote hiai wor4

that every thing was ready for fiis voyage,

therefore nothing detaining us s^ny longer,

he cam^ to receive his orders* I have np

other, replied the Marquis, than to de-

fire you to confider the Chevalier as youf

fon^ I alio recommend Mr. TarciUy to

you.
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yeoy he appears a worthy young man,

tLtid will be fcnfible of your kindnefs. I

thanked the governor for lis goodnefs,

a^ dtfifed ar icdncinufltion of it; I took

m^ feave of hi a ;^ at parting h^ embra-

ced me and wiJhed n^: a good vcyage.

iU

Mr. Prepont, Mr. Tarcilly, Mr. B***

and hnyfrlf ennbarked in a canoe for Fort

Saidt Pierrcj where we arrived the fame

day, which was the thirtieth ofMay, 1 732,

\. fhiaH add but little to the dcfcription

I have' already given of Martinico: I

Ihkll only obferve that it is very pc^uioiis,

that the inhabitants are tall, well made»

aflTabte and hoTpitable^ ^ut tHey are ra-

^ . ther
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ther two foad of gaming, good living

and women; and their frequent exceffes

often (horten their lives. The ladies in

general arc pretty, tall and fair, but neg-

ligentand vjsry fond of plcafure.

We paflcd fome days at Fort Saint

Pierre, and Mr. Prepont gave me a du-

plicate of the cargo. After we had ta-

ken our leave of Mr. Orgeville and Mr.

Brach, we embarked on the fifth of June

1732,. with M. Tarcilly and M. B***j

and failed for Port de Paix.

:

The End of the Third Volume.




