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The Department of External Affairs and the United Stat.es De-

partment of State announced today that agreement had been reached on var-

ious problems s;hich have arisen with respect to the division of waters of

co=ion interest alorg across or in the vicinity of the internationa l

boundary between Canada and the United States, in Montana and North

Dakota in the United States and in the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskat-

cherran and Alberta in Canada .

,
A conference of representativés of the two Gover=ents was

held in Ottawa on August 25-26, 1947 . Draft Terms of Referendé to the

International Joint Commission - United States and Canadk- under

Article IX of the Boundary Water Treaty signed in Washington on January

11, 1909, were prepared for consideration by both Governments . Agree-

ment has now been reached on the text of the terms of the two Refer-

ences, one of which covers "waters uhich are of common interest along,

across or in the vicinity of the international boundary from the Contin-

ental Divide on the west up to and as far as the western limit of the

St . Mary River drainage basin on the east", and the other relates to

similar waters "from the eastern boundary of the Milk River drainage

basin on the west up to and including the drainage basin of the Red-

River of the North on the east" . Copies of the two References are

attached.



r

I)RAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE TO THE I 17171dIATIONAL
JOINT COLMSSION CONCERNING THE V=ERS

VJHICH ARE OF COMMON INPEREST . JIANG, . ACROSS, . OR
IN THE VICINITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY

FROM THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE ON THE V.MT LIP
TO AND AS FAR AS THE V97STFRN LIMIT OF Tf E
ST . MARY RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN ON THE EAST

In accordance with Article .IX of the Boundary Waters Treaty of
January 11, 1909, the Governments of Canada and the United States have
agreed to refer to the International Joint Commission the following
matters for joint examination and advisoxy .report,,-including recomnend-
ations and conclusions :

, . . . ,

1 . To investigate and report on the water requirements aris-
ing out of the existing dans and other works or projects
located in the waters which are of . co=on interest along,
across, or in the vicinity of the international .boundary
from the Continental Divide on the west up to and as far
as the western limit of the St . Mary River drainag e
basin on the east . . . . . . I . . .- ,

2 . To report v;hether in the -judgraent of the Commission fur-
ther uses of these waters within their respective boun-
daries by Canada and the United States would be practi-
cable in the public interest from the points of view of
the two Governments .

3. Having regard to the reports made under paragraphs 1
and 2, to make advisory recommendations concerning the
apportionment which should be made between Canada and .
the United States of such of the waters under reference
as cross the international boundary .

4. To conduct necessary investigations and to prepare a
comprehensive plan or plans of mutual advantage to the
two countries for the conservation, control, and utiliza-
tion of the waters under reference in accordance with the 7 ;
recommended apportionrnent thereof. . .

In the conduct of its investigations, and otherwise in the per-
formance of its duties under this Reference, the International Joint
Co=ission may utilize the services of engineers and other specially
qualified personnel of technical agencies of Canada and the United
States, and will, so far as possible, make use of information and tech-
nical data ti;-hich hme been acquired by such technical agencies or rhich
may become available during the course of the investigation, thus avoid-
ing duplication of effort and unnecessary expense .
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In accordance with Article IX of the Boundary Waters Treaty
of January 11, 1909, the Governments of Canada and the United States
have agreed to refer to the International Joint Commission the .following
matters for joint examination and advisory report, including recommend-
ations and conclusions :

1. To investigate and report on the water requirements aris-
ing out of the existing dams and other works or projects
located in the waters wihich are of common interest
along, across, or in the vicinity of the international
boundary from the eastern boundary of the'Milk'River
drainage basin on the west up to and including the
drainage basin of the Red River of the North on the east .

To report whether in the judgment of the Commission fur-
ther uses of these waters within their respective boun-
daries by Canada and the United States would be practic-
able in the public interest from the points of view of
the two Governments .

3. Having regard to the reports made under paragraphs 1 and
2, to make advisory recommendations concerning the apport-
-ionnent which should be made between Canada and the United
States of such of the waters under reference as cros s
the international boundary .

4 . To conduct necessary investigations and to prepare a com-
prehensive plan or plans of mutual advantage to the two
countries for the conservation, control, and utilization
of the waters under reference in accordance with the
recommended apportionment thereof.

In the conduct of its investigations, and otherivise in the per-
formance of its duties under this Reference, the International Joint
Commission may utilize the services of engineers and other specially
qualified personnel of technical agencies of Canada and the United States,
and will, so far as possible, make use of information and technical
data -i&ich hem been acquired by such technical agencies or which may
become available during the course of the investigation, thus avoiding
duplication of effort and unnecessary expense .


