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A Leapixa arvticle in the Broad drrow strongly advoeates
the use of the Canadian route fer the transport of troops
between England and the East.  After pointing out that it
was the admitted tmportance of this as a military route
which led the Tmperial Government to grant o substantial
subsidy for the conveyance of the meils to Hong Kong via
Halifax or Quebee and Vancouver, the Broad dvrow pro-
ceeds 1——

“ It seems absurd that when men and stores can be delivered on
board our ships on the Pacitic Station, via Canada, within fiom seven-
teen to twenty days of leaving this country, that they should be trans-
ported round Cape Horn 1 or that when troops have 1o be sent to
Hong Kong and Singapore the Canadian route should not be atilized.

But so it is.  The annual reliels for these stations are now on their
way round the world, and in about five months time, the time-expired
We will not say that

there is no energy at the War Office, because a good deal s frequently

men whom they replace will he brought home.
displayed in one direction or another - sometimes in the right, quite as
frequently in the wrang- ~when oceasion requires, but there is certainly
no initiative.  Beeause Hong Kong has hitherto been served by the
Eastern route, so things must go on. It ook years to veconeile the
authorities to the Suez Canal. There are in fact at this moment ofticials
who, if they had their way, wonld sl be sending troops to India
The War Othice s,
But it
should be kept abreast of madern conservatism, and progress with the

round the Cape of Good Hope by sailing ships.
like the Army itsell, essentially a conservative institution,
times,  The Government has paid a price to sceare important facilities
for the convevance of troaps to the Fast, and yet probably for no better
reason than that beeause there is no precadent for starting troops West-
In the branch of the
War Office which deals with the movement of troops, the existence of

ward, when they have hitherto gone Eastward.

the Canadian Pacitic Railway and what it means (o the Empire, is

ignored. We commend the matier o the consideration of the new

Quartermaster-General. Whatever difficultics may exist in - sending
troops to China via Canada, and no doubit a new service requires care-
ful organization, they will be well worth the trouble of combating and
OV('I'("(\”I”]:\'.

“Pur Margquis of Lome,” says the demy oud Nuvy
Gazette, has contributed o the Duiiy Graphic a very inter-
esting and sympathetic acvount, not of the last of the Mohi-
cans, who was o eveation of Fenimore Cooper's brain, but of
the last of theSioux, ¢ Sitting Bull,” who wasa veritable Indian
chief. 1t 1s not pleasant veading.  Nomium ne crede colort!
That is the white man’s wotto when dealing with the dark-
skinned brethren, black, hrown, or red.  The arvest of the
old chief, the sudden w2élie, the vescur, the fall of the Sioux,

and the death of the gallant boy who was fighting for his

We
may omit the brutality of the native police—the scalping,

father, have all the elements of a stirring episode.
matiltion, and degradation of the fallen. Meantime,
Amerieans proper will feel unmitigated satisfaction that
Custer, who was a Murat in his way, and his braves have
heen avenged.  And it is well suggested by Lord Lorne
that, cre they ave finished off like the huffaloes, it would be
well for some painter to let succeeding generations know
what the Redskins, in all their glory of paint and feather
and arms, were like before they were civilized into Fwighed.
Sitting Bull has died a soldier’s death, and his son has been
spared an evil future.  The son of Theodore, who was well
cared for here, would provably have envied the death of the
Sioux Tulus. T can forgive the French everything hut
one,” said Abdul Kader when he visited Cairo, Jong after his

subjugation. ¢ And that is? ¢ That they did not kill me

(1024

in bartle !

PA VS SR UL S S A A" A "™

Wik it is not a matter of special concern to the
Militia, our readers will as Canadians be interested in a
complimentary veference appearing in the Army and Navy
Gusette to our Gulf telegraph system; which is cited as an
eximple of coastal communieation worthy of emulacion hy
the Mother Countey. “ A most

complete system of gulf telegraphy and signal service is in

The article proceeds :

o} eration between Quebee and all important points of the

north and south shore of the St. Lawrence. Ten named
stations and all intervening potnts ave conneeted-—and there
are over thirty of these oflices hetween Newfoundland and
Quebee — from which reports touching the weather, move-
ments of the ice in the spring and antamn, and the passage
of steamers and other ships either inwards or outwards, ave
immedintely made to Quebee.”

S~

R. M. C. MATRICULATION.

HIE progress which has ehwraeterized the onward mareh

of the Dominion, is none the less gratifying that is
educational advantages have kept pace with industrial and
commereial development.  Schools and colleges are provided
for primary and technieal instraction as fast as the neces-
gitics of the Dominion require them, and the nature of the

A few

years ago technical instraetion was limited to certair cities,

instruction is also progressing in the same ratio,
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and its description to the requirements of the time, or rather
supposed vequirements. Now facilities exist for the study
of many technical subjects, the primary or public schools
and collegiate institutes undertake and carry out u higher
and more extensive system of instruction, aud the matricu.
lation examinations are of a higher order than could Le
properly prescribed a few yecars ago. This improved con-
dition of the more advinced schools and colleges, is rendered
less difficult to carry out by reason of the extension of
As a rule the

matriculations are for colleges where the higher branches

educational facilities in the public schools.

ave taught, and where those colleges are in Provinces which
are supplied with matriculants from schools ander direction
of the vducational departinents of thuse Provinces.

But in the Royal Military College, the only educational
institution inaintained by the Dominion, the case is different,
inastnuch as its cadets wre dvawn from all the Proviaces,
and the primary education they have received must have
been under different conditions and systems. It is there-
fore fortunate that the progress in industrial advancement
has not been confined to a Province, aund that it seems o
bave made rapid strides in all the Provinces.

Ln the matriculation examinations for the koyal Military
College the obligatory subjects for pass, ave : Mathematics,
Avrithmetic, Algebra and Geowetry, grouped; Grammar
and Composition, grouped ; Geography, History, French,
Latin and clements of Free Jland Drawing, and in addition
for honouts, the same subjects, but more advanced and with
Elementary Geowmetrical Drawing added.  Frenceh is an
optional subject and may be omitted, but those who clect to
be ex:amined in 16 count the marks obtained.  Hitherto o) he
gualificd for pass the candidate had to obtiin not less than
one third of the marks allotted to cach suiject, Mathematics
being counted as one, and Grammar and Composition  as
one ; the same maximuta marks ave awarded to cach group
of subjects as for the same subjects i they were sepurate.

The plan adopted for competitive examinations on this
basis for the 24 cadeeships authovized for cach year, ia
donbtless better suited to the conditions of the couintry than
any other would be, as the vacaneies ave by this method open
to competition by candidates in every portton of the Domin-
ion. but as the cadets who are admitted ench year compose
oue cluss for instruction during theiv college course, it is
more necessary that each one should possess an inteliigent
kunowledge of each subject in which he is vequired to be ex-
amined Lefore matriculation.  If any other course is fol-
lowed, such for instance ag the grouping of subjects, allied
to each other as provided for, 4 candidate might obtain the

mininm of marks allotted for the combined subjects, and

fail cttiier pavtially or entirdly inone of the subjects of

which the group is composed.  In any such case tho cadet
would enter the college at a disadvantage, and cither retard
the progeess of the class, or fail in that subject in the pro-
motion examination at the end of the college year,

For recent examinations as alveady shown the three suk.

Jjects Arithmetic, Algebra, and Geom etry, and the two sub
jects Grammar and Composition, have been grouped, and
candidates passed who obtained one-third of the maximum
of marks allotted to the combined subjects in each group.
Such 4 plan may have been necessary when adopted, in con’
sequence of the lack of uniformity in the educational
systems of the Provinces, but it is now apparent that such
an advance has been made as will permit a change, and
that it is in the inter ¢sts of all cencerned that in addition
to the one-third marks in the combired subjects, cach ean-
didats should also  obtain at least 25 per cent. of those
This will be the
rule for the future, a General Order having bLeen issued

marks fer each subject in the group.
embodying the change. Such a condition will not prove
onerous, but it will insure a greater knowledge of all the
subjects

The good record made by the graduates indicates that they
have improved their advantages as cadets, but it is equally
apparent that those who have pusted higlest at the matri
culation examinations, and keep up their studies, ure rarely
overtaken by those who only obtained enough muiks to
pass.

FIELD BATTERY FIRING COMPETITION.

The foilowing wre the oflicial veturns, just wmade np, of
the priz- winners in the Field Buttery firing competition
of the Dominion Artillery Assoctation, for the year 1890 :—

BATTERY AGGREGATE SCORES.

Seore, Prize.
I. No. 1, 1st Brigade......... ... L. cee. 243 $30 o0
2. Welland Canal.oooooooooo o e 212 25 00
3. Shefford Lol e e .o 103 20 00
4 Montreal ..o 194 15 00
5. London ..o oo e 182 10 00
INDIVIDUAL SCORLES,

Co~

Name. Lattery. Score. Die. Score,
1. Serglt. Casea oo, Lonton... oL .. .. $1500
2. Corp. Hay ... ... o Duham o 0000038 10 310 10 00
3. Sergt. Mclhean. ..., .. Kingston ..., ... 33 11 27 1000
4. Sargt. Lawrence ..o Noo 1, Ist Bde. .38 11 2% 8 oo
§. QUMLS Lo Anstrong. . ¢f I S - 15! $ 0o
6. Sergt. Kennedy 0oL, 2 ¢ ..33 10 28 6 oo
7. Corp. Dunn .. .. ... .. ‘! ¢ .37 10 6 oo
8. Sergt. Marvey ... Ouawa ..., 3 8 6 oo
9. Q.M. Hamel. oo Quebee oL oL 36 .. 5 00
10. Sergl.-Major Colerick . Lewdon.ooooaai35 110 5 0O
1. Sergl Mitchellooo. oL L 35 1o 28 5 00
12, Corp. Brennan ..oo. ... Welland Canal. .. 35 10 27 4 00
13. Sergt. McDonald ... L. Iimilon .o 35 1o 22 4 00
t4. Bomb. Scooley........ Weltand Canal. . 34 10 L, 4 00
13. Gunr. Fowler ..o 0. Kingston. ..., 34 6 28 4 00
10, Sergt, Williams oo Shattond ool 33 6 24 3 00
17, Sergt. )L Seale ... BV 32 Vi . 3 oo
18. Corp. Hotbrook . ...... Maontreal ... L. 32 6 3 00
19. Sergt. Lockhart oo L boast Bdeo oo 3t 7 3 00
Sergle Nelson L., v Wellind Capal. 31 6 .. 3 00
2t Caste Purby, oo oo Shetford Lo 3! 4 22 2 00
22. Sergt. Balfour ... ... Welland Canal. L 51 4 20 2 00
22, Sergt Kethio ..y eeos Neweastle ..o .30 .. L. 2 00
24. Sergt.-Major Bertrand . OQuebee Lo eeee29 100, 2 00
25, Serpi-Major Gilchrist. . Noo 1, 15t de L 29 6 2 00

17 15 now generally known thic many cases of consamption of long
standing as well as advanced cases of catrrh and asthia have been
permanently cwred by SLOCUM'S OXYGENIZED EMULSION of
PURE COD LIVER OIL.  This famous medicine is manufactured at
180 West Adelaide 86, Terorte, Cni, and cvery druggist in Canada
hss tfor ale.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

{This paper does not necessarily share the views expressed in correspondence
published in its columns, the use of which istreely granted to writers on topics
of interest to the Militia.]

THE MILITIA ORGANIZATION.

Eviror Miuma Gazeree,—I have read with uch
pleasure the letters which have appeared in your paper on
the subject of the reovganization of the Canadian militia by
Captain Cartwright and “ T,” and althongh 1 feel it impossi-
ble to more than touch upon the subject in o letter as short
as this must neces-avily be, yet I have written these few
guggestions, for which I shall be fully repaid if you think
them worthy of insertion.

To begin with T don’t propose to criticise cither of those
letters, as [ ageee in most part with the contents of both,
with perhaps this exceprion, that T cannot agree with <T”
in wishing to do away with the wen of the permanent corps,
upless you do away with the peraanent corps and the
schuools of instruction altogether; becanse we can hardly ex-
peet officers in their ymiform as such, doing “sentry go,”
orderly man, cook, servant to attached oflicers, manning
skeleton ropes, ete,, ete, for it they ave not, they ought to
be, Gentlemen.

There may be some who would prefer doing away with the
permenent corps altogether, but so long as they are main-
tained for the purpese of stimul«ting the militia, furnishing
the schools of instruction with the wen absolutely necessary
for the proper cavrying out of theiv work amd setting o good
example to the militin generally, T am not one of thes,

Tt would of course hie very easy to wiite “olunies upon
the veorganization of the milicia, if we don’t take the inan-
cial asjrect into consudiceration ; hut the fow sugeestions that
T am about to make wonld not, i+ carried into effeet, cost
the Government one otz more than is spent to-day on the
militia,

Nounie of my suggrstions are not original, while the others
are, but 1 think they ave all worthy of consideration,
However, to pluves gu medias 105 Let usdivide the milida
into the two parts of whicl it is eomposed

1st.—The oflicers,

2nd.—The vank and file,

With veference to the fivst, under the existing regnla-
tiens, all officess are siven twelve months from date of
appointment i which to quadify ] failine which they are to
be gazetted ont. When an oflicer has tken aeortifieate at
one of the seheols of fustraetion he is a useful man. bui autil
he Dias e s absolwrely aseless and all thos < who won'’t take
steps to quality shoidhd e vemoved from tie militiz, bat
they are not. Why' 1 Not heeanse it will cost the Gov.
crnment anvthing to turn them out ; certadnly not; hue
fromy political and other veasons, whereas it we vot vid of
them, we shonld have the satisfiction of knowing wha' we
have and what we have not in the way of oflie s

Tty be arened, as T have heae Uit aorgued, it i we
rn them out we ean’t get any one to take their places,
Then, T osay, deave thenr places vicant, and we won't be
counting on what we taven’t got, as at present.

Lt this law be enforced 5 half of these men will quality
that will be so mueh good done 5 the other half will leave
and make room for hetter men-—that will he so mueh more
good doue and at no cost.

My next suggestion is to have a “ List of Oilicers Quali-
ed for Staff Appointmnts ™ i vhe Militia Lisg and place
upon that list all those oflicers who take the trouble to pass
such examination as the anthovities deem it necessary 1o set,
and have all the oflicers on the stafll’ of the disirict cumps
appointe:t from that list. This wonld give them a chance
of lewrning their dutivs anl of securing the prizes for the
more zealous and therefore most deserving oflicers

This would, in time, give ns a list of very uscful men

from which to select a staff in case of trouble, and if the
standard 18 not o low, it would, to my mumd, do wore to
vaise the tone and efficiency of th> militia than anything
else; it would encourage ofticers to do wmore to qualify
themselves, and it would be a means of repaying those zeal-
ous officers who have taken at great inconvenience and loss
of time, the long cowrse certificate at the Royal Military
College at Kingston, such as Major Mclaren of the 13th
Batt., and otheis, whe should be the fivst to be placed upon
that list.  This suggestion, if carried out, would bs a step
in the right direction and can he objectd to by none, as it
will be open to all and would cost nothing.

My third and last suggestion as to the oflicers, is that our
senior grade should b extended and that we should have an
established number of majors general and colonels, say six
of tho former and twelve of the latter, and that th: appoint-
ments to these ranks should be made by selection, rather
than by seniority alone ; this would give tremendous impetus
to the militia and by limiting the nnmber it would prevent
the country becoming over-run with senior officers and
would make the rank more cagerly songht aiter ; it being a
so much greater prize when obtained.

It is vidiculons to suppose that because our militin was so
ran by the army elem:nt, when we had Imperial troops
stationed here, that we ave never to strike out for onrselves
and have the rank of Colonel anyway, which is open to
every officer who serves a certain length of time in the Eng-
lish militia, and that too in a couutry where they have a
Regalar Nvmy. But hevey where our militia is our fivst
line, surely we ean have the rank of Major-General, and we
will have 1t sooncr or later, snd the sooner the better.
This sngeestion; like my two others, will cost the (iovern-
went nothing and is worthy of consideration.

I now come to the non-commissioned officers and men,
and o cut it short, as my letter is already much longer
than T intendad —

Don’v interfere with eity corps, unless it is to add to their
strength 5 for their organization. deill and discipline is good,
the men are stationary il money spent on them is well
spent 5 b as to the varal corps, [ say interfere with them,
don’t spendd any less money apon them, but spend it worve
Judiciouslv, spond it on men who aee always to he found,
such as the ofticers and NLCo O < and say ten nren per com-
pany.  Thove e very few rural regiments in which there
ave more than ten men per compry who dvill reanlbaly
with it cach vear; now instead of deiiling the other thirey-
two men per company, who are vory often mere hoys or
old men who have been drwned up just before woinge to
camp aned turn out on the nnderstanding that they are
coing to have o plenic and are never seen again either by
their regiment or their cipiain s spend the money sved by
not dvithng, or wher not attempting to et these thirty-
two *tbransents” (GE L oway eall them sueh) upon tho
oflicers and N. C. ofheers in sending them to the S hools of
Instruevion for two or three weeks each year in addivion to
the time they spend at camp, and vou will then liave an
organizition complete as to ollicors and N. €L Os and ten
men per company, and with these oflicers and  teained
N. C. Os you would in o short time have a trained veziment
it requive.l, which und e the pree ot systemy where in some
corps vou will searcely find either among the oflicws or
N. C. O's oue capable drill instructor, it would take ten
times as long to acquire the same efficieney.  Tn the one
case we  would have an craanization and in the other a
regunent on paper. Ten men per company are plenty to
teach il vaunks theie different duties and you would then
have no more men than the Reails of the District (heaps
can handle properly.  This sugg-stion like all the others if
carried out would cost nothing.

[ could mako many other sugeestions, but time and space
prohibit. Yours, &c., District Camp Stare.
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AN ANSWER TO «T.”

Evrror MiLimia Gazerrg—

«P’s” Jetior iz hardly to be taken seriously in allits parts,
especially as regards his idea of vedacing the rank and file
of the permanent corps ; but like many such statements, it
contiains an idea which might be enlarged on ; namely, this:
Lot the pay of the rank and file in the permanent corps be
raised to sixty cents per diem, and the non-comissioned
ofticers’ accovdingly.  We could then muintain an execllence
that would wake us @ corps cach man of which would be
expert inall that pertains to a soldier’s profession, and each
one capable of acting as instructor to a battalion. The
great need of our foree if suddenly ealled out will be such
instractors and oflicers who know their work.

v is safe to say that the man who has only been to cunp
twelve days in two years will not be worth as w soldier any
more than the man who has not. T many cases he will be
of po itive tujury becawse he it dave got inio despising
disciptine. Formy piots i aequired wo mise a0 company
swidendy for real servies, Fwould pick my mien withoau the
slizhtes. regard to theie aving heen twelve dayvs incunp
at s ane previous pevicad. Inoplan Eoglish, ehie twelve day s
is onhv of use 1o brush up knowiedge alveady acequived,

As faras keeping up the nominal strensth ot the Miditia
is concerned, aostroke of the pen s all that s neded o give
us an equadly eftective foree of double or treble or gual-
vuple the present streogde,

This ery of more mocey for the Midita deserves no svin-
pathy. at lest antl che funds at thenr disposal are
expended on aosystem better cadealared to seeure o flivieney,
The s Caesmen who e goided this conntey it the pasi,
anid those whoare at present at the el e perfectiv i
in bot vouing to waste ano her cent ona foree that as the
system oaes bas. Leis thee system, not the men, wivtelris
[;l‘ It

IUcing out to carngr with @ brg erowd as the point w he
atinel at; thensun Tabtoge her wrong,

Pt having aosmall vat periver erganiz e ion, which can
Leovapithy oxpandedsis the objective tihen i origh,

As b as the (Hﬂi!'lili)‘ of l'i'(‘!'lliiillg [REUSRUNEITEY RN
Cworse Ha 10 e s present b the voung seiaer coa |

<l
Bes
chees s ten d essing comprunions ;) ik sure within
poenscenable imits whe composed the remminder of s come
cwamserved owd watle s paie o trousers wadel faad o

couse by severad diifereni persons e provions vears
Uit jerchaps. wonbd be didterent,

Par vander the eiemmstanees reerdaime can hor ils e
prpecion to he populars Phat this s fale sinple of the
B IIIH)N\‘«‘lli(':ll't'\ ol .\lrll|i"|";~ i"“ Tt x'.‘l.\ii:)
Jowor, witd

(X3
IR
]

he vernbead, T has cone onoso for vears anet, b
contina to do so.untess thos most intereated wadkes up and
y.__n,;(.w.;y,u [||u' :|(~ml (.UI' H .'h:ll\;:('.

Foou <17 who adinits the geneead ineticieney, seeks o
divertaitention hy woside dssue tied had notiang vo do with
the question ;) becanse 1 is sy Lo Inercase o deerease Tie
strenztiv of the perned ent corps without velvienee o the
calbing out of only ten men per eompany in ihe mifioa,

The permnent corps shonld e kept oo tha strenzth
whatever it nay bey which makes diem of most ase v the
miliin,  And those ofiicers of the miilitin who lisave hoey
Tong eneagh at the schools to understand their working will
agree, dhat it would vever do to deerease thetr present
s(lvnj_;l:i.

Bat i there were woather perimanent corps nor schools, it
wonid make no differeonee, s to the wisdom of” expending
money in bhringing meious for twelve diayvs each two yuUis.

My Jetter atms at the good of  the militiag ool s written
with o earnest desire to point out real wnd practical re-
picdies, b orecogmize tudly that the thousand pecinanent
corws suldiers in the Dominion are not the fizhting back-
boue of the nation.  That our sturdy farmers, tsudesmen

and artizans are the strength and dependence of the nation,
They ave the men who will emol themselves in the different
battalions, who will in case of need entrust their lives to the
care ot the oflicers who at present commaund the foree, and
thevefore it is of the utmost importance to them that these
officers shouid have something besides their wniform to en.
force the comuund they may be calle L upon to exercise.
Roserr Carewridir,
Lient. and Capt. LS. Corps,

The Buareacks, Londou, Lith Janeary, 1891,

THE REVISION OF 0oUR INFANTRY DRILL.

(‘The Broad Arrow.)

On the appearance of the last adition of the Infantry
Dritl- Book early in 1880, we expressed a feeling of «lis:q;-
poinitment that so much that was antiquated and unsuaited
to the vequirements of actual wir had been retained.  The
system it tanght was clearly a compromise bhetween that of
the barrackeyvar Uand the manceuvre ground. Inic were
to be found most of the old vigid fors of battalion and
brigade dill, whilst the essentinl part of the infuntry
soldier’s training, the form in which he would be ealled on
to meet the trented as an excreseenee and
relegaied to the end of the hook,  tnstead of the deill-hook
having been cartailed, it was actuadly expande Uby some
SIXGY pages, A nd this expansion seemed the more remark-
able, as e Germans had just assaed acarill book of one

aparter the size of ones,

cuemy, was
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should give the command 10 the 1voar l‘;l.nk to atep back
two paces and dress, and it slu?uld .mke up iy own dressing,
Theu, again, instead of wheeling o ln}u to o flank, and
deployments, the l»:ui’,t;l!in!‘b comntud uu_«.'.h!'. L, ¢ Line to
right, to left, or to front,” and  the captains would ove
their compames then in any way they li}t':m‘t?«l. . All the
pretty changes of front from hue as aomdater of deill should
be abolished. o such a change were actually required in
the field or at mananvee, an antelligent captain, with a
properly teained company, could liave noditliculty in placing
his company in the requived postiion. What 15 vequired is
that the bettalion communder shouid indicite, as the bricade
comuiznder daes, the positicn he wishes the several units
under him to take np, and for the captams then to carry
oul his wishes,  What s now called trigadde drill s ounld be
almost  entirely abolished, i
future never be anvrhing bhut formations ol assembly, and
all that is wanted is the fine ol colmuns or the mass of
convmns,  We do not know  whether our militry experts
are inmoveahly fixed in the vesolution to abiie by extended
orrer and main
argument n favour of independent fishoes and Joose order
is that 1t is sanl Lo be the only mode in winieh soldiers ean
be broughs up o attack an eneay o the face of the storm of
bulless proceeding from modern rifles. Anvihing like o
close formation  would form too casy wanark, and would
sufler such fosses that any advance becomes impossible,
There ave two schocds in Germany i this macer, the fivst
composea of these wizg adveeate Cpen ovder and individual

Drigale formations can  in

. . \ s
looses tormaztions lor the combut, [

tradnie, and the second composed of those who svivocate

-
thin, bot elosed formatons  Consideable excitement was
cansed acshort e agos by aoweiter e Gerhany, who
pointed ont the ineonvent nees of the open formation, how
wen sniviked wed hinddled fogether, ol Boow daed #8 was
when they were not ander the ey of thens superiors, wnd
even whon they were 1o get them o dewve cover, and he
pointed out that thin bui closed hies of coanpany s ctions
could he brought up with probabdy dess Tosses thane the
confused wnd huddled niesses ol trvegular comianaats, We
stiontd say dhat the ndependent eading ol companies or
hadt o nnanies by thenr caprains would he fonnd most
soldiers,  Plie caimpany com-
able to exercise o proper superine
tendence over dhieir men, and coefud by vecudate Ge iiving,
They cordd move their men aceording to vie natire of the

SUlGlv-ie 1o oy T RYNAEY
nl:lluirl's \\'()llil; ‘.ll’.‘ll Lo

ground., dd win retererec to the intes sity ot the cieny's
five. They could move theiy companies, o lidd companies,
it double o .\ill_‘_{l(' ks ll-ij_’!ll e est convement, Fhe
frone snizin be sereened and scavched by w fine of skivish-
ers composed of  pieled shotsg aad for this parpose we
would have the vt regmments cotnpessd of notht g bt
picked shots The tornsaion of woimicede of thiree but b
Hons woula he somcthine 1a s erder i —

Vane o SKIRMISHERS,

3 1
6 2 6 2
1 3 I s
8 4 S 4

Or in column of hall batalions.,

5 1
6 L
7 3
s .

Or in any suitable formation adapted o the ground and severity of
the cuemy’s fire.

Atorayof attaek of thiskind woukd be fommd st stuiple
sl flexibles To wonld He somoditication of the whole line
suited to modern quiremenis. e seems cortain that the
independent crd e o ighting ool Leads up v the thickens
Iy of acizin of <skirmishers wunl it becomes a0 bad copy of
the fme withont s cobesion and diseipine. Lnothe dineram
the u::nl-:u:‘. s e shown mitaer, st il ihey woere very
Wothe wrownag was soo didienis ' t

Slrong. ur an o I’('lllli"\‘ it,
(lh‘}' vt be worked as lear cnnlp.lnivs with inn mals, In
conclusion we s obiserve that tie st thing o be done iy
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- We
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ot Gunps ol exerctse
detatis o war. on which suecess so _-_;n-.:'l\ GUpen .
wre so accustomed o Indhia o ernsde et
o practical  taning  alforded o aur (rops Tt we
overlook the fact that 1015 only in Endiae that tae Sonsh
Army gets oo chance of approaicating o serviee condi-
tions. s a mcwer of ety we expeen that Linea v eaid
have o furnish a good deal of the cavabry jor @0y can-
paign in which iSnglad was engaged. 10 i an o of
which we may justly feel proud, and which 126 w0 not
better fitied than any branch of the Native vy 1) cope
with a Furopean foe”
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REGIMENTAL.

The annual onting and dinner of No. 2 Co. of the
Guards took place on Mondax the Hth inst.  The company
left the Ottawa drill hall, in b sses, at 8 pom. and proceeded
to Mus. Litchie’s Ho'el, A_\'lmer, where the table was spread
in first-class stvle. After doing justice to the good things
provided, the remainder of the evening was devoted to
songs and speeches.  Amougst the guests present weve :
Lt.-Col. J. . Macpherson, Major Hml«'ms Capt. Powell,
Capt. Winter, Mr. 1. AL D. Jounes, Mr. L. H. Colman, Mr
Carter (Buuhn wter), and  several members of  the lu.unl
whose presence and performances were greatly appreci (Ltt'(l.
Lt.-Col. Macpherson, in veplying to the toust of * Our
Guesis,” gave a brief but very interesting history of the
Guards, alluding vo No. 2 as the howtm" company of the
regiment, and showing how they had ‘dw(ns borne a repu-
tati-n for mnrl\smmslllp (Indeed the company has the
record for this season, having captured no less than five

first  prizes at the D. ROA me ting.)  Songs were
rendered by Major Hodgins, Messts. Fairweather Bethune,
Colanan anl Camphell.  The boys returned to the city

towards  morning,
Awnogst thowe invited but unable to attend were
Col. Todit and Sergt. Major Conrvoy.

having spend w very pleasant time.
Lt.-

TORONTO.

Follcwing the custom so prevident in the ity now among
the different regitnents and clubs, the bugle tand of (he
Queen’s Own guve their tivst \mul\m" concert ast Sanrday
night. and with a result stk o W11 that attends on any
alliie gottea up by tids erack heele corps,

Bugle Major Swilt ocenpied the chair, while the onerons
dwtis of qaaster o ceremontes were anly disclioged by
Bugle Corporal Ross. The attractions were nrimerous and
all of a nature suitable to the oceasion.  Awong others
were e mandolin quartette; under Mr. G, Smedley, the
baele bind mcln‘%(m, under Bugl: Sergt, Woods, and the
Colrmbin Minstre! s unler nn-r]v A, K. Davis. The min-
stre] performance was very unique and of it 1 was sufli-
cirntly gooid o fill the whole of the time allotted for the
coneert, The venmining portion of the time was filled in
Ly sonws aad recitations, chief of thes heing by ™My H.
Sievens ancl Meo J0 Winters, Refreshments were served

durizes the evening, and the “ witehing hour of midnight ”
tohed alhtoo <oon for the delighued gaests. Nothing l\up%
up the \/5/// de corps somuch as these social nthm'n'r\, and

Al trast that many more will follow in the .su ps of the one
of -l:u;n:le}' 1t h.

Q. 0. R. SERGEANTR' MUSS.

The annual meeting of the serccants’ messwas hisldin their
mess rooms on Monday, the TUd inst., and when Queaer-
mester Sergt. Burens ealled the meeting to ovder abont fitty
memiers of the mess were present.

Auter the routine husiness was tinished the retiving Pre-
sident, Col -Neret, W Gl Kenuedy, presented his repert; in
which adl the changes to thie mes- entertainments during the
seis i, etes, were dealt with, wnd 1n closing he paid @ very
tow hing tribute to the memory of onr late Sergt.-Major S.
C. MeKell

The Treasurer, Ao M. Borns, read the most satisfactory
report. ever submitted to the mess, showing a surplus of
assets aimounting to about X1, 7000 dwelt witl great satis-
faction on the fact that not a cent of labilities are standing
againsy the mess,

Reports were also presented by the retiving Seeretary,
Col.-Sergt. H. M. George, showing the membership of the
mess to be 74, and also by Sergt. Cauldwell, Superintendent
of Retreshments. The election of ofticers for 1891 then pro-
ceeded by acclamation as fdlows (- President, Col.-Sergt,
H. M. George ;. Vice-President, Col.-Sergt. J. G, MeMaster ;

Seererary, Sergt. J. G. Langton : Treasurer, Sergt. G.
Bailey : Supt. of Refreshments, Sergt. T. Canldwell ; "Room
Committee, Sevgts. Vicars, Berthon and Mingay.

In response to the very kind invitaticn from the sergeants’
mess of the Princess of Wales Own Rifles of Kingston, Col.-
Rergt. H. M. George was delegated to represent the mess of
the sergeants of the Queen's Own.

Supper, tendered by the retiring board of management,
was then discasssed, and an exceedingly happy family whiled
away the time into the wee sma’ hours with speech and
song.  Patriotism was in the air, and every one juined in
with a will i0 such chorusses as the “ Union Jack of Old
England,” “ Rule Britanuia,” and \l.lple Leaf for Ever.”
Song.s were rendered during the evening by Sergts. Crich-
ton, Woods and Sanson.  Staff-Sergts.  Willimms  and
Fleteher, and recitations by Stafi-Sevat. H:dl‘p and Col. Sergt,
Cooper. "Twas long after Big Ben had tol ed the hour of 9
that Auld Lang Syne and the National Anthem hrought
the festivities to a close.  To judge by the success of last
Monday night the idea of w s:cial veunion after every
monthly meeting, meets with 2 warm vesponse on all sides.
They certaimly help to make the boud of fellowship tivhter,
and make every one wich better acquainted then if a
erowd of out tders were partaking of the festivities. T can’t
let this letter go without expressing the fact that high
encominms are heard on all sides on the new : appearance “of
the Ciazeree.

“ Breeen Brock.”

THE MILITARY RIFLE LEAGUE,

The Seeretary is busy preparing the proposed programme
for this year's matehes and wishes any viflemen who may
have sogzestions to make to kindly forward s to him
to Dox 512, Torento.

The Fceenive for Oatario, together with several leading
local viflomen, will meet at the office of Capt. Brace, Adelaide
street 1ast, Tronto, on Tuesday evening, 20th inst., for the
prrpose of considdoring the progrunme.

AN OLD COUNTRY CUSTOM.

Last. Chrstrans morning, the exeelleat hand of the New
Bronswick Prizade Gaerison Avtihay, some twenty-ive in
nuneer, bk thoe sitthness of the v of day ot St
John by plaing Cheistins carols i frons of the residence
of Liui-t’ Avinsvron oo commonding the
The wembers o Baned conmit were treatel in o
stanilar manner ok adier s, Colonei Blane, the ollicer
comurnding the 62 Fasiliers, was waked from his shum-
bers by ke strains. The minsie soundo b sweotle on the
frostv e, and residents vathe neighbonrhood of the varioas
loctities visteed thouzghie hacde o
the happy o

ol Brigade,

the o

FAR . . | - -
Fail way of ushering in

DE PEN OR DE SWORD,

A Georgia colored yeewm discussed the question, “Whichis Jde o
powerful, de pen or de sword, de newspaper or de gan 27 The debate
was close b hy a (lix.ml;ml wio spoke as follow.s

COMr President s "Spose dar was s bar at de do’, an’ you was to
go dar and hake de newspaper at him, vouw’d see what de har would do,
But jes’ shoot a cannon at him and see what comes. T eall for de
question.”

The President forthwith decided in favor of the gun.

STRAY SHHOTS.

FA soldier of a cavalry regiment was bronght up for stealing his com-
rade’s Bquor vation. e was an Irishman, and his defence was
unique :

“I'd by sorry in lule. sur, to be calleta thafe U T put the liquor in

the <one bottle, and mine was 'u the bottom 3 and sure, [ was obliged
to drink his to get at me own.’

“ Major, I'see two cocktails carried to your room every morning as
il you had some one to drink with.”

* Yes, siry one cocklail akes me feel like another man, and, of
course, I'm bound to treat the other man.”
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DRILL AND DISCIPLINE.

Licrure By LT.-Con. W. E. O’'Brien, M.P., Cavapian
MiLiTARY INSTITUTE, 15TR DECEMBER.

(Continued jfrom puge 13.)

1t remains for us now to try and draw from the teachings
of history scme lessons for our guidance in the discharge of
our own duty as officers of HerMajesty’s army in Canada, and
it my premises have been corvectly stated. and my conclu-
sion properly drawn, we must consider first the motive
which calls our foree into being, and which would, if need
be, impel it into action ; and, secondly, the character of the
men who compose it, and the conditions under which they
engaye. .

Tust, then, our force is for defence, not for aggression.
Aggression it may be, but only in the sense that aggression
may be the best method of defence.  Weaim at no conguest.
We seck only to defend and keep what is our own.  As
part of a great empire we may have to bear our shave of
Linj erial as well as local defence, but so fav it is for defence
that our torce has been called into being, and for defence
only is it likely to be called on to fight. And this con-
siderntion largely determines the character of the men who
compose it, and the conditions under which they serve. Being
purely lecal, it offers no such field for the adventurous spirit
as is o be feund in the Tmperial service. [t has nothing
for the mercenary or the soldier of fortune.  Lts prospects
of achieving any shave of milivuy glory arve remote. 1t is
therclore wanting inomany of the inducements which cause
men 1o cngage in the profession of anmus, aud to submit to
the discipline which that profession requives.  On  the
other hand those who join our force do so of their
own free cholee, and, ail other induccements being excluded,
we may assume thae they do so fromateeling that the duty
devolves upon them, having a liking for the work, and op-
portunity ot doing it, of making that provision for detence
which reason and expericnee prove to be essential to the life
of a ntion.  Thus entering, we have also w vight to assume
that they fully intend <heerfully, willingly and utelligently
to subiuit to all the comutions which their choice entails,

Thus, 1 think, we arrive at a safe foundation on which
to rest our diseipline.  We have the motive power, the
charactier of  the toree, and  the conditions of  service.
W Lt are the rules by which such a foree should be gov-
erncd © The answer, T think, is obvious.  With men such
as will eulist under the conditions  deseribed, a clear and
distinet understanding of  the duties r-guired of them, and
the restrictions imposed upon thair freedom of action, is the
st essential. A conviction that the dischirge of  their
duties, and the submission to these restrictions, is o peces-
gary part of the service they have wndertaken is; in general,
al tatis reguiied to enswre a willing awnd cheerful obedi-
ener. The power ol punishiment is necessary, but punish-
ment will be rardy required, and minse Gie carefwely used,
Cortain otfonees must not be passed over, and iu every
corps there with v a sprinkling of careless, with a tew,
happily very tew, viclous characters, whom nothing but the
dread of punishment wiil control, and the sooner such men
are got rd of the Better.  Commanding ofiicers must never
forget the important fact that the men under their control
are most of them for the first time subjectod to any discip-
line whatever, domestic or vtherwise ; that tor the thst time
in their lives they have beev reguired to hive by rule, to do
certain particuiar things at certuin particular hours, and to
abstain trom certain other things ; to obey ovders promply,
to 1ecognize adithorvity —-all this being so contrary to tune
usual habit of thewr fives that to me; and [ have no doubt to
others, the docility, the chieerful obedience, the vespectful
demcanour of the men of onr force is a constantly recurring
source of wonder as well as of the highest gratification. 1t

is true that the shost period during which our men stay in
camp does not try their good qualities as o longer period
would, but when we have had a move lengthy experience the
result has been the sune. Aud 1T may here say that 1 look
upon even the short period we stay in camp as of greater
advantage in respect to discipline than to dvill,  Drill can
be taught to mon collected for an hour or two for that pur-
puse, and during that time it is easy to enforce crder, but
discipline in the true sens: of the torm can only be tanght
when wmen are together; subject o all the vules, and engaged
in all the duties, which pertain to a militavy life.

I have said but litele aboue deill except that by means of
drill we teach digeiphine. T believe diill should be tho ough
—much more thorougiv than we, unfortunately, are able to
make it.  But after all, when men are well grounded in the
rudiments of drilly wheun they ean mareh, turn on the mareh,
form fours, and fiont and right and lefr. turn, and form to
the front, and do that with precision, the rest is compara-
tively casy and depends more on the officers than the men.
The skirmishing and modes of attack and defence they tuke
to naturally, just as a boy at school gues to cricket or foot
ball when he hias done with the grammar and lexicon  The
trouble with us is ‘hat we have so little time for our mili-
tary cducation that the rudiments are hurvied over in order
to gt at the rest, and our men are required to skirmish
Letore they have learned to march—in my opinion, a griev-
ous and lamentable evvor. T hope T way be pardoned the
observation, when speaking of skirmishing, that the new
mode of attack which we have lately been learning, seems
to me 50 exceedi gly complex, that a great deal of time is
being spent in baaning o method which, in actua! windare,
would be found uaworkable by any troops, and certainly by
men no better drilled than ours ave, ov are likely to be.

And now, 1 couclusion, I venture, after more than
five and twenty years active connection with the foree, to
s, with some degree of authovity, that what is most essene
tial to its well being, is that the oflicers, upon wiom i
discipline depends, must enforee that discipline by example
more than by preeopt, and 1 would say to the officers of the
force, and especially to the younger ones—whatever vonr
rights or privileges as oflicers may be, always aet as though
bound by the same obligations us the men, sot them an ex-
ample of subordination i all things, even the most trivial,
I thing i forbidden to the men, let it be cqually foriid-
den to you, even though the order does not apply to you,
and  espectaily, inoall matters velating to conduct and
discipline. I Lave, for instance, to my great vexation, when
men on the mareh have been forbidden te enter a drinking
sidoon, scen oflicers go in to that salvon before the men, us-
ing ther privilego as oflicers to do thav which thei men
were nok adlowed to do. Everything of that natwre should
he carefully avoided. Nor aust familiacicy be allowed to
breed contempt, as it ineviaably will do i1 frecly odnlged
in.  In ks democratie country, and in a force like curs,
when often there is nothing but the Queen’s Coneission
to make the distinetion between oflicers and wen, the
former wmust be spectally caveful to prove themscelves, o adl
respeets, worthy of that distinction, and competent to exer-
cis¢ the power which it coufers.  Men arve very guick to
note any weak point in the conduct or gualifications of theie
oflicers, but I have always found  them ready to vadue and
respeet their good qualities. The men expect thar their
officers shall Le competent to instrnet them, and comiand
them in the field. It s also necessary that the oflicers
ghoull set the men an example of neatness, smariess and
punctuality ; ot willing obedience (o ovders 5 of checviul en-
duranee of hardship and privation.  They must wateh to
see tiat all auty is prowptiy and properly cunied out
that the non-com, oflicers are up to their work 5 they nist
be pavient and forbearing, but able and willing o be
firm and vesolute when firmoess and resolution are neces-
sary.  Much that in the vegular service may be lett to sub-
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ordirates thes must sec to themselves, yet they must not
weaken the chain of responsihility by doing too much. I
bhave sketehed a difficult task I adwmit, but T do not know
of any position in life the duties of which require greater
care and diligence than those of an officer in our force, nor
upon whose proper discharge such important results depend.
I firmly believe that, whether by accident or by the far-see-
ing wisdom of our rulers, we have devised the Lest practical
method of providing a force for the defence of this country
in its present condition, and capable of expansion with the
expansion of our political responsibilities. ‘The drill and
discipline of that foree mainly depends, I believe, upon the
efliciency and good conduct of its officers, upon whom theve-
fore rests w vesponsibility not lightly to be undertaken, and
not easily discharged.  If, therefore, in the preceding re-
marks, offered with great diffidence, but with an earnest
desire to promote the welture of the service, T have thrown
any light upon subjects in which we all are so deeply in-
terested, 1 shali teel that the time and attention which those
present have given them has not been altogether thrown
away.

IIis answers were few in number ;

For he kept his eye on the changing wind
And debated the ——— and the V,

FFor he never could get uite fixed in his mind
As 1o which was the best for /e,

And if you should ask that old warrior to-day,
And make your strongest endeavour,

To find out which of the two he prefers';
You’ll be almost as wise as ever.

And all o'er the fhield the knowing ones
Were saying just a very little,

And what little they said when boiled down fine
Was extremely non-committal.

Then the gun boom'd commence

And the racket began,
And roll’d along the line

Till Snapshor was hned a dollar and costs
For tning on number nine ;

Then Inman laughed, a fiendish langh,
te laughed both long and high;

Though he had then got a magpie low
Through that growth just above his cye.

Then up from the mound rose two great shots,
They danced and capered with glee

For Pringle had just made 33,
And Davidson 33.

And so the merry match went on,
Whiie fortunes rose and fell,

As to how it fared with all of the boys ;
I haven't the time o tell,

A RIIVME OF THE RIDEAU.
(After Nobody.)

On the Rideau range the sun rose high
And sparkied on the Rideaw water,

And the hopes of the Riflemen shone in cach cye
As they thought of the coming slaughter, But more I may say, some future day,
P'erhaps on the self-same plan

Good luck all round, s the maxim sound,

Of—

Old Thomas he stood like a statue cold
As cool as a green cucamber,

And though he was questioned oft by the bold THE Ravying RiFLEMAN,
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