NS

Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techriiques et bibliographiques -

The Institute has attempted to ‘obtain the best
original copy available for filming. Features of this
‘copy which may be bibliographicatly unique, .
" which may alter any of the |mages in the _
repraduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

= X O 0 0% 000

0

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur -

Covers damaged/

Couverture endommagée -

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

" Coloured maps/

Cartes géographlques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e: other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur {i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

. Relié avec d’autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I’ ombre oude la

distortion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may

appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from filming/

000000

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur éxemplaire
qu’il lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du

point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier

une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la méthode normale de filmage
sont indiqués ci-dessous.

[]

w
%

Coloured pages/

Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

. Showthrough/

Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

‘Includes supplementary material/

Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Only edition available/
Seule édition disponible.

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata
slips, tissues; etc., have been refilmed to
ancure the hest nogsible imaga/

Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une pelure,

2

‘I se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
-mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées. '

etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de facon a
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Additional comments:/ .
Commentaires supplémentaires:

N

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X







-\”\W)CLM C{M

- Tur \H\
Methodical, Easy, and (‘omplete

'DENE SYLLABARY.

@

Wik A E E I

] O U with 4 & E 1 0 U
NES G D B B A Vb X © © 9 ® G Ol
H <>>> AV |Q IO 23
4 ‘< >>»> AV 1||e A VWP Q26
R 4> P> A Vo : |
W< >3 AV L oD n NU
Iv € »» 3> AV T CHDOHNRU
_ . r COoODPP QT
ID(H) CDO2DD2 N U I C DD H.QUT
T ADDPDOO* | EBBB QU ,
T TDDP A Y | . ©)
o o Z C 223 NU
PB(H A DDDP AU 1|k GODDDd AU
(1) | s €383 MUWss
KGKEE 33 MW |sSh @ BBBRY =
K S BBEBMOM®T v & BB B MW
EE " g8B3B3B0W vils &8333M0W
.- @iTs &BBB R
X 3030w ,
M € 333 MmN Ww Hiatus * — Accessoriest o
“ EXPLANATORY NOTES. .
. (1) These letters are not diﬁerentiated m D (2 ~ is the nasal 2. (3) z |

is the French j. (4) s is phonetically mte1medmtc between s and s.

~ The vowels as in Italian, except @ as the ein Fr. je, te. — The r of Kr, Kr
is hardly perceptible. 3, 3 are very guttuml R is the result of uvular vxbra-

tions. Kh, Th =k+h, t+h Q almost = ty. p is q.peculmrl) sibilant 2. .The:

dot accompanying consonants represents the explodmo- wund (rendered by {in- -

»corporated in the signs). * is prefixed | to proper n:unes, and o is suffixed to’
ﬂyllnbleﬁ the vowel of which it is necessary to render long. The rest’ 08 in Engl.
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1 YOU are respeetfully requested to read the following ccucfully =T
| | " SOME OF THE _
Advantages of the New Syllabary.
——e———— et A R —— et

{ " I—The direction of the ctrve or angle of cach sign infallibly determines

_ { the nature of the vowel added to the fandamental consonant of each syllable,
/1 and this direction is always percei\ ed without the least effort of the mind. In
:Z the Cree Alphiabet such as given in Petitot’s Gramnaire raisonnee, this direc-
tion on which depends the vowel of the syllable is either diffleult to discern or
\ woverned by no fixed rules, Thus, in that Syllabary, @ points to the right,
i b to the left, & upwards, downwards, though-the consonants expressed by
| these differently turned signs are ALL in connection with (ke ssME vowel 3. Hen-
7 ce confusion—with co-relative difficulty—for the mind of the pupil. T
¢ IL— All the cognate sounds are rendered in the new syllabies by similarly
ﬁ’)rmed charucters the general shape'of which denotes the phoneti¢ group to
{, Which the) belong, while their intrinsic modifications determine the nature of

the particular sound they represent. Thus the dentals are expressed by a single

curve; the gutturals by a double curve; the soft sililants by a curve with un-
| dulating extremitics; the hard sibilants b) adoitble curve with like extrem-
itics, ‘ete. Therefore our 30 sets of letters arc practically reduced to 9, viz.
4 CAECECC&. Sothat the _pupil who ha.s become familiar
with these 9 signs may almost be said -to have mastered the whole Alphabet;
., for another good point in its favor is that

. IIL.— The modifications of each fundamental character take placé internally

- and in conformity with logical ahd thercfore easily leirnt rules. To illustrate
i this remark, we wi]l refer to the sign & The student who already possesses
the aforeaald'9 pnncxpal signs will recognue it at sight—through its double -
undulating curve—as a hard sﬂ)xlant which, being affected by no modification,
must be given the pnmary hissing sound Sa. Let us now insert therein the
perpendicular line which, . when used as an internal aceretion to a sign, corres-
ponds to the & of the Roman Alphabet (as in <C I, <€ liwa, Q tha, G kha),
and ‘e obtain & sha. Should we cross the end of its horizontal line, we will
thereby add a t to that sign +which will then become §F tsha or cha. In li- .
ke manner, & may be changed into & tsa which in its turn is liable to be
transformed into & #sa. C, &, etc. may also become Q, &, otc. —This
logic and consequent facility are sadly wanting in the old Syllabary which is
made up of dlscopnected signs many of which are dlﬁerenu'zted only by addi-
tional and e:cternal smaller signs N e U B B &G g g
most of which. are also used as non-syllabic letters, and as such sometimes h.n—
ve in that same Alphabet a meaning quete different from that which is attribu-
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- change of value joined to the fact that these modifying signs sometimes pre- . -

. 1y

ted {0 them when ther are considered as mere accessories. This arbitrary

cede, sometimes follow, the main ehameter must unavoidably confusc the mind
of the beginner and render the acquisition of reading unnecessarily difficult.
1V.— In our system, all the small signs (exeept o which, as its form indica-
tes, is zero when alone) are consonants without vowel, and in ng instance is any
of them used in another capacity. They have always the same value, and the
method and logie which wo have noticed in the formation of the main or syl-
labic signs have also presided to the compoqtlon of those which dro merely
consonantal, Thus the non-syllabxc gutturals are evprcssed by vertical lines
(+ 7 v); the nasals by semicircles (> ¢ ), &e. Note also the transformation of”

. sinto s, sh 7 into z, zk or j, ete. through the insertion of the 1 or modifying

h of the large characters. —The old Alphabet 1ot only lacks this method and
resultmg simplizity, but it would seem as if its inventor had purposedly con-

-trived to render its acquisition unduly difficult to the white student by giving

to s the value of I, to z that of ¢, to & that of f, ete, ‘

V.— The new Syllabary is complete, while it i3 universally conceded that.
the Cree Alphabet lacks about half a dozen sets of syllabic signs which are in-
dispensable in such delicate languages as the Dene. Those who know the num-
herless and mos xidiculous contresens this scarciiy leads to. need no other rea-

- son to reject the whole system as pmctxcally vrorthless. Besides, in connectxon

[N

with none of its signs is there any provision for such-importans vowel sounds
as those of @ (French ¢ muet) and « (o0, Fr. rm) ‘Yet in several dialects

characterizes the present tense and E the pas, while the distinetion between -

o and U is no less essential.

- VL.— Lastly, we claim for our Syllabary a greater synthesis which renders
the writing shorter and, by avoiding the accumulation of non-syllabic signs,
makes the reading casicr. For instance, the Chippewayan word mtan-chare
“leaf” which with the old sy llabies cannot be written without three consecu-

7 _txve small signs (A\CwED) is simply P>>Qv&ED> with the new system,

In conclusion, we may be permitted to state as illustrative of the pracucal' ‘

avorth of the new Syllabary that through it Indians of common intelligence
have-learnt to read in one week’: s leasurely \tud\ before they had any Prlmex

_or printed matter of any kind to help them on, We even know of a ¥ ounw

man who performed the feat in the space of two evcnmm
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