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REVIEW SECTION.

L.—HOW BEST TO PRESENT THE LIFE OF CHRIST
FROM THE PULPIT.

By Rev. F. W. Farrar, D.D., D.C.L., DEaN oF CANTERBURY,
DeaNEry, CANTERBURY, ENGLAND.

No subject could be more important than the one which is here as-
signed to me. It is capable of being treated in manifold ways; but
what I mainly desire is to indicate ways of presenting Christ, and the
meaning of His life and work which represent the truth as it stands—
plain and unsophisticated by human traditions—in His own divine
words, and in the teaching of the gospels. Those methods of regard-
ing the Lord of Glory seem to me all the more important because they
differ widely from modes of presentation which are not only widely
current, but are, in some churches, all but universal.

When, in the Gospel of St. John, our Lord askt the poor blind
man whom He had healed, “ Dost thou believe on the Son of God?”
the persecuted outcast answered and said: “ Who is he, Lord, that I
may believe on him?” Many in their bewilderment might ask the
same question; and many, amid th¢ multiplicity of widely varying
views, might find it none too easy to answer the question whiclk Jesus
put to the Pharisees: “ What think ye of the Christ?” There ave
prevalent, it seems to me, many ways of presenting Christ in the pul-
pit which are altogether erroneous, and still more which are unfortu-
nately partial and incomplete.

Noone, indeed, has ever been able to answer that question perfectly.
Our finite can not measure Christ’s infinite, nor can our onesidedness
reflect more than a single ray or two of His many-sided glory. The
lamp which He carried in His hand has seven openiugs, and each is of
different shape. The differences of human modes of apprehension are
inevitable, but the light of the seven spirits of God before His throne
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is one and the same; the experiences of men in history are ever teach-
ing us how various has been the apprehension of Christ even in
Christianity, even in Christendom. We point to these errors, not
that we may pride ourselves on superiority, but that we may be
ever learning by the light with which God “shows all things in the
slow history of their ripening.”

The answers of men to the question, What think ye of the Christ?
have been exprest partly in their methods of life, partly in their
theories, partly in the fashion of their art. It is one more proof of
His divine perfection that even the best of men, in age after age, have
failed to do more than estimate some single element of His work and
character. To the Crusaders He was the mirror of all chivalry; to
the monks the model of all asceticism; to the schoolmen the teacher of
all theology : to some Christians He has seemed to be the most rapt
of mystics; to others, the most practical of philanthropists. Even men
of the world have seized on differing phases of His grandeur: to the
French Revolutionist He was the greatest of political reformers; to an
English poet—

“The best of men
That ere wore earth about Him was a sufferer,

A soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil spirit,
The first true gentleman that ever breathed. ”

His life was confessedly the copy over which has been faintly
traced the biography of all the truest saints amid all their wide diver-
sities of conception and of view. In meek humility, in fiery thunder-
ings, in soft, silent pictures,—in the sweetness of all holy women, in the
nobleness of all holy men,—we do but catch the single gleams of His
radiance, we do but hear single accents of His voice. His life was not
only a perfect type of each excellence, but a perfect consummation of
them all.

This partialuess of imitation has arisen mainly from the diversities
of theory. Take, by way of illustration, that celebrated and exquisite
book of devotion, “ The Imitation of Christ.” No human being, I sup-
pose, could read that book without being the better for it. And yet
even in this book the imitation recommended to us is startlingly in-
complete. It hardly contemplates anything beyond the sacred selfish-
ness of struggle for individual salvation. It leaves completely out of
sight that divine summary of the Savior’s earthly work which tells us
that “he went about doing good.”

Yet by the humble study of Seripture and of history, and by the
light of that spirit of man which is the candle of the Lord, we may,
if we approach the subject in humble sincerity, avoid some forms of
error or one-sidedness which have existed for ages, and have clouded
His brightness, and hindered the spread of His kingdom in the world.

1. And. first T would say, It is of primary importance to represent
Christ as a living Christ, not as a dead Christ. I think that the warn-
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ing is intensely needed. Tearing from their context one or two phrases
of St. Paul, and not observing what was his whole mcthod, and that of
all the other Apostles, ti.>re is a most mistaken tendency to concentrate
religious thought and emouion far more exclusively than was ever done
by those whose brows had been mitred with Pentecostal fiame, upon the
few hours of our Lord’s agony upon the cross, iustead of remembering
that the Cross was but one moment of His great redemption, the brief
prelude to the eternal exaltation. Read the glowing Epistle to the
Ephesians, and you will see how St. Paul’s thoughts turned habitually
to Christ in the heavenly places. The conception of Christ during the
first three centuries was habitually and predominantly that of the
triumphant Christ, the glorified Christ, the living Lord of time and all
worlds; the medieval and modern conception has been far too predomi-
nantly of the Christ convulsed, agonized, hwiniliated, dying, dead.
It is a certain and unquestionable historic fact that many of the mate-
rial representations of Christ which are now the most popular, and all
but universal, would in the first three centuries have been regarded as
repellant, and almost as blasphemous. This change came in the fourth
and later centuries, when many of those perversions originated from
which we draw our popular and unprimitive Christianity. The Chris-
tianity of multitudes, even to an extent short of actual heresy, was
deeply affected by all sorts of Oriental, pagan, and Manichean in-
fluences, tending specially to the glorification of mere physical pain
and self-torturing asceticism. These had their influence on art, and
art in its turn reacted upon religion. In the thoughts and the art of
the earliest Christians there are two profoundly significant principles:
one that tiey never separate Christ’s death from His life; the other,
that they never disintegrate His humanity from His divinity.

This is why the Latin cross is not found as a Christian symbol till
the middle of the fifth century; nor the crucifix, unless most rarely,
till the seventh; nor a painted crucifirion till the Dark Ages. The
first known representation of the Crucifixion dates from the year 586,
and is in a private Syriac Bible painted in the Eastern monastery of
Zagba; and this illumination was not intended for the multitude, but
exclusively for the hands of priests. The early Christians felt, as we
have ceast to feel, the force of St. Paul’s words: “It is Christ that
died; yea, rather that is risen again”; the force of His own meaning
respecting Himself: “I am he that /iveth—and was dead—and behold
I am alive for evermore.” Never indeed, for one moment, do we for-
get that Christ died for us; but always with it we recall that He rose
again, and that His death was the death of Death, was Death swal-
lowed up in Vietory. The exclusive and isolated dwelling upon His
death led to morbid sentimentalism, and ascetic gloom, and a deifica-
tion of misery presented to the groaning acceptance of mankind, in-
stead of the eternal Peace and eternal Victory of which that brief
disquiet was but the spasm of birth. The contemplation of the living,
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glorified Savior who had gone up on high and led captivity captive in-
augurates a larger, manlier, more human, more hopeful, mere vigorous
faith which sees in His presence the fulness of joy, and at His right
hand pleasures forevermore.

2. Next it is of the utmost importance that we set before our hearers
the Christ not after the flesh, but after the spirit. What says St.
Paul? “Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh; yea,
tho we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we
Him no more.” Our oneness with Christ is not physical, but spiritual.
It is not to be obtained by pilgrimages to the cave of Bethany or the
Rock of the Sepulcher, nor by haunting holy places, nor by material
images, nor by material symbols, nor by mystic dreams, nor by magical
fetishes. What said our Lord? It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing; the worps that I speak unto you they are Spirit
and they are life. Mere physical nearness, mere material contact with
Christ was valueless. To Judas He was nothing, tho he saw and heard,
and his hands handled the word of life; He was nothing to Scribes
and Pharisees even as He hung dying on the cross. We are infinitely
better off than they if we see Him by faith. Many, with strange mis-
reading of Scripture, speak as if these were the days when the Bride-
groom is taken from wus, and therefore that now we ought to fast.
Taken from us? He himself told us that it was expedient for us that
He should go away, that He might be nearer to us forever by His out-
poured Spirit than He could be in bodily form. Taken from us?
Nay, nearer now than if, like Mary, we could kiss His feet, or, like
John, lay our heads upon His breast.

To show that the old relationship was past, that the new spiritual
relationship had begun, He said to Mary Magdalene: “Cling not to
me.” To show that earthly contact was nothing He said: “ Who is
my mother and who are my brethren? Whosoever shall do the will of
my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother and sister and
mother.” Christians in myriads to this day with idolatrous sentimen-
talism worship the Virgin Mary; but tothe woman who cried, “ Blessed
is the womb that bore thee and the breasts which thou didst suck,”
He answered. “ Yea, rather blessed are they that hear the Word of
God, and keep it.”

3. Thirdly, Let not our Christ be a mere Christ of definitions, of
dogmas, of shibboleths, of formul@. Let us not fancy, as many do,
that the Gospel consists in endless repetitions of His name. Against
this also Christ Himself warned us: “Not every one that saith unto me
Lord, Lord, shall inherit the Kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth
the will of my Father who is in heaven.” To think rightly of our
Lord Jesus Christ is indeed a blessed thing, and we may be thankful
that the long and terrible controversies of the fourth and fifsh centuries
left us that legacy of accurate doctrine to which the Church of God has
set her seal. Yet even one who does nof understand rightly the In-
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carnation of our Lord Jesus Christ may be far nearer to Him than he
who, knowing his Lord, does not do His will.
ages has rankt orthodoxy above holiness.
measurable error,
is sin and hatred.

The Church in many
It is a desverate and im-
The truest orthodoxy is holiness, the worst heresy )
Better by far the virtuous heathen than the corrupt s
convert, better the holy heretic than the malignant Christian. When, "
as the great father, St. Gregory of Nazianzen, tells us, the very bakers L
and bathmen of Byzantium were furiously discussing the double nature -
of the Lord, that city was seething with immorality and crime. Let
us indeed learn what is the Catholic faith about Christ, but never let
us forget that He told us how easy it was to confess Him with the

mouth, and draw nigh unto Him with the Zips, while all the time our
heart was far from Him.

4. Then, fourthly, let not our view of Christ be merely ecclesias-
tical. I believe with all my heart in the Holy Catholic Church; and
I do not confuse or identify it exclusively with any one branch of the
Church; but it is only too possible to make the Church an opaque j
barrier between us and Christ instead of a glorious erystal mirror to ‘
reflect Him. It is quite possible to thrust out of all due perspective a
word which, in our sense, occurs but once only on Christ’s lips, and
that in but one Gospel. The truth that in the Church and its or-
dinances we find means of grace may be distorted into very exagger-
ated and unscriptural forms. The word grace is used constantly in
our days as tho it meant some specific influence, incommunicable ex-

cept as conveyed by priestly agencies, through external channels, in 4
some occult, arbitrary way. But the word grace means “ favor”—God’s i

favor or kindness—and nothing else, and I do not believe that that

is confined to human instrumentalities, being, as Christ said, like

the wind which bloweth where it listeth. So far is it from being }
limited to outward ordinances of any kind, that, tho mentioned ‘
more than one hundred times in the New Testament, grace is never !
once mentioned in connection even with the sacraments, or with any- i
thing but that love of God to man which is as universal as the world, {
as individual as ourselves. How partial would be the parable of the %
Prodigal Son, how one-sided the great mass of the recorded words of
Jesus, if there were no approach to Christ save through certain forms
administered only by certain men. In the Middle Ages popes in-
solently laid kingdoms under interdicts, and men trembled by millions
as tho their salvation depended on the breath of some often intriguing
and sometimes execrable Italian priest. They had no need to tremble.
Popes might have tried just as reasonably to monopolize the common
sunshine, or to make an enclosure in the common air. Christ is not to
be parceled into fragments. He is not my Christ, He is not our
Christ, save as He is the Christ of all who seek, of all who worship
Him, whether they belong to this fold or no. He is not so poor as to
have no church save one at Geneva, or one in England, or one in Rome.
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They who would argue that the way of salvation lies only through
their small systems, should remember how Esaias waxeth bold and
saith: “I was found, says the Lord, of them that sought me not; 1
became manifest unto them that askt not of me.”

5. But lastly, it is yet more important that our Christ should- not
be a distant Christ,—a Christ who lived and died, and rose again, and
then left all His work to a vicegerent in Italy, or a patriarch in Russia,
or an army of ministers to whom as a class neither He nor His disci-
ples ever gave the name of priests. “ Who shall ascend into heaven?
(that is, to bring Christ down from above) or Who shall descend into
the deep? (thatis, to bring up Christ again from the dead). But what
saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart.”
And what said the Lord Himself? “The kingdom of God is within
you.” “It is not kidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in
heaven, neither is it beyond the se~.” Christ did not say: I am going
into heaven, to delegate all My authority to the Virgin, or to arch-
angels, or to nine orders of a celestial hierarchy, or to saints, martyrs,
virgins, confessors, priests (who may be very far from being either
saints or angels), and tkese must protect you, and these must intercede
for you, and ¢kese must absolve your sins. No! but He said, “ Lo! 7
am with you elways, even to the end of the world”; and, “If a man
love me he will keep my commandments; and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”

If, then, to conclude, w+ would understand our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ as He is set forth in His own gospels, and in the teaching
of His Apostles, let us realize Him, Nor as a dead Ohrist, but as a
Christ who is now risen, ascended, glorified, at the right hand of the
Father, ever interceding for us; ~or as a Christ after the flesh, but as
Christ after the Spirit, to be spiritually discerned; not as a Christ who
is anxious to visit condemnation on those who have failed to under-
stand His nature, but as the Christ ¢» whom, and ¢Arough whom, and to
whom we must live, and with whom no dogma or formula or shibholeth
is for one moment accepted in lieu of the heart’s obedience; Nor as a
Christ who can be apprehended only through ecclesiastical ordinances,
but as a Christ who must be Anown in the inmost heart, and approacht,
neither in Gerizim nor in Jerusalem, but in love and obedience by all
who worship Him in spirit and in truth. Let us thus think of Christ,
and we shall not suffer our freedom to be hampered by the bondage of
beggarly elements; nor our religious life to be dwarft and dwindled
into the commandments of men; nor our spiritual communion to be
contaminated by a gross and superstitious materialism; nor our
knowledge of God to be identified with what this or that man has
scholastically written of Him; nor our charity to be rent in pieces with
party antagonisms; nor the inner mysteries of the spiritual life to be
profanely pawed and meddled with by any man, or by any caste of
men whatever. What we should desire above all things is that our
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religion should not be inextricably bound up in the infinitely subordi-
nate minutiz of orthodoxies or ceremonials, or be liahle to the ignorant,
intrusive tamperings of our fellow sinners, whatever be their office; but
that the sacredness of our individuality should be as a divine shadow
wherein we walk alone with God, and where no human interloper was
intended; that our souls so become the immediate temple of the liv-
ing, indwelling Christ that by keeping His commandments we should
dwell in Him and He in us; that falling in all things into the hands
of God, and not of man, we should be members of His body, stones of
His temple, branches of His vine; that to us, and to all who love the
liberty in which Christ hath set us free, neither circumeision should be
anything nor wnecireumeision, nor alien influxes of agnosticism, nor a
revived Judaism, nor corrupt and complicated forms of ecclesiastical
Christianity—but the keeping of the commandments of God, but a new
ereature, but faith which worketh by love.

If we trust in any child of man there is no help in them; if we
lean upon any earthly hopes they will break under us like a bruised
reed; but He NEver faileth them that seek Him. What prayer do we
need, what prayer for ourselves is of any intrinsic importance, but this,
that we may count all things but loss, for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus our Lord; that, even if we suffer the loss of all
things else, we may gain Curist, and be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of ou. own, even that which is of the Law, but that
which is through faith in Christ,—the righteousness which is of God
by faith?

I1.-GOLDWIN SMITH ON AGNOSTICISM.

By Proressor Jesse B. Tromas, D.D., Newron THEOLOGICAL
InsTiTUTION, NEWTON CENTER, MASS.

PrATo, in the “ Charmides,” represents Socrates as asking “ whether
the knowledge that you know and do not know what you know and do
not know is possible; and, in the second place, whether, even if quite
possible, such knowledge is of any use.” To admit such possibility,
he declares, would “amount to this: that there must be a science
which is wholly a science of itself, and also of other sciences, and that
the same is also the science of the absence of science,” which would
be “monstrous.” Yet he proceeds experimentally, on the basis of this
“ monstrous” assumption, to explore the meaning of “temperance or
wisdom,” until, finding himself floundering with his disciple in a logi-
cal quagmire, he begs to be regarded “simply as a fool who is never
able to reason out anything,” and lapses into silence.

After more than two thousand years the question of the possibility
and utility of a “science of the absence of science” is still a living oue.
Brilliant dialecticians have arisen, who soberly maintain that a trigo-
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nometric survey of the unknowable is an essential preliminary to our
gaging the contents of the knowable. Their repetition of the Socratic
experiment has led them to triumph instead of discomfiture, and pre-
disposed them to anything but diffident taciturnity. They, rather,
jubilantly “set their mouth against tha heavens, and their tongue
walketh through the earth.” The modest proposition, “ Behold, we
know not anything,” might, since an empty bottle needs no vent, seem
fitly to suggest the corollary, “therefore let us say not anything.”
Carlyle, when conscious of approaching mental obfuscation, paused,
prudently suggesting that “sacred silence” should *meditate that
matter.” Even Professor Huxley found himself impelled to “ worship
mostly of the silent sort” in the presence of that theological *nebular
hypothesis” to which his speculative methods had brought him. But
the same oppressive mystery that had husht the worshiper stimu-
lated the debater to unusual fluency when it offered itself as a specu-
lative theme. Fertility of affirmation, in fact, scems to have been
reckoned by him and his school the normal outcome of barrenness of
information. So that when they begin to affirm with peculiar emphasis
that nothing is, or can be, known, one learns to expect the immediate
delivery of generous revelations of the unknown and the unknowable.
The seemingly humble confession of weakness is apt to be a proud pro-
fession of streangth: instead of voicing submission, it is probably the
battle-cry of an aggressive campaign. The claim of nescience seems
often to be a modest device of conscious omniscience, seeking to hide
itself under a convenient psendonym.

One of the most notable of the later champions of Agnosticism is
Professor Goldwin Smith. Not content with the high honors already
won in the field of history and politics, he has descended into the the-
ological arena and offered to break a lance in its behalf with any com-
batant. An article publisht by him not very long ago (August,
1895) in T%he North American Review, on “ Guesses at the Riddle of
Existence,” after caustic criticism of the recent “guesses” of Drum-
mond, Kidd, and Balfour, concludes as follows, viz.:

“There can be no hope, apparently, of laying new foundations for a rational
theology in any direction excepting that of the study of the universe and human-
ity as manifestations of the supreme power, in that spirit of thorough-going in-
tellectual honesty of which Huxley, who has just been taken from us, is truly
said to have been an illustrious example. That we are made and intended to
pursue knowledge is as certain as that we are made and intended to strive for
the improvement of our estate, and we can not tell how far ¢~ to what revelations
the pursuit may lead us. If revelation is lost to us manifestation remains, and
great manifestations appear to be opening on our view. Agnosticism is right,
if it is a counsel of honesty, but ought not to be heard if it is a counsel of
despair. ”

The last sentence, which is manifestly intended to summarize and
give practical significance to the whole discussion, is, taken by itself,
a Delphic oracle. The whole paragraph is therefore reproduced, that
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it may, if possible, lend intelligibility to a rhetoric which in its struggle
to grapple the Agnostic theorem seems to have been badly damaged.

Agnosticism is confusingly called a “counsel”; whereas it is, if
words mean anything, a posture of mind or a dogma. Professor

Huxley, with like perversity, protested that it is not a “creed,” but a
“method.” A method of not knowing, forsooth! Why not then a
“method” of mathematically manipulating a blank blackboard, or
chemically analyzing the contents of an empty crucible?

Again, Agnosticism is “right” if it be a “counsel of honesty”;
wrong if it be a “counsel of despair.” This language leaves it uncer-
tain whether the learned writer refers to honesty and despair as cause
or consequence, respectively, of Agnosticism. If the former, it is not
difficult to see that, upon becoming convinced that the ultimate secret
of the universe has not yet been “rationally” mastered, “thorough-
going intellectual honesty” must compel the acknowledgment of that
fact. But the “despair” indicated being evidently intellectual (that
is, a renunciation of hope that the secret in question can ever be so
mastered), it is not clear how such a conviction as to future possibility
can properly cause any affirmation whatever as to present actuality.
On the other hand, if the Agnostic attitude entails honesty, why may it
not, since there is no intrinsic antithesis between honesty and despair,
also normally lead to despair? Assume that experience is the sole
source of valid knowledge and that the preponderance of evidence is to
determina conviction, then since the unifprm and cumulative experi-
ence of the world is against the knowableness of the ultimate mystery,
judicial integrity seems to demand a verdict that it can never be ration-
ally known. Despair is, indeed, but a riper phase of Agnosticism: it
is a stage inevitably reacht as that sentiment becomes chronic or at-
tempts philosophical self-justification. It seems paradoxical to insin-
uate that honesty, inseparable in some sense from the seed, is impos-
sible in any sense in the fruit. It would seem, therenpon, that a man
must embrace Agnosticism in order to get credit for honesty, but must,
at some undetermined point, renounce it again to avoid the charge of
dishonesty : for persistence in it, or even the expectation or fear of
enforced abiding in it, verges toward “despair.”

It is a pity that Professor Smith, in common with other admirers
of Professor Huxley, should insist upon singling out his invention and
use of the term “ Agnosticism” as a palmary illustration of his “thor-
ough-going intellectual honesty.” We owe that illustrious thinker so
much in the way of original research and luminous instruction in his
proper sphere, and he was withal so genial, clear-sighted, and candid
there, that it is a pity to perpetuate and exalt into prominence his
casual forays into another realm where he was betrayed into the exhibi-
tion of intellectual and moral qualities least of all creditable to him.

It is not too much to say that the original selection of the term in
question (as explained by its originator) revealed in him a mental ob-
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tuseness if not a spice of moral perversity most unworthy of him; and
it is certain that its use in the acrimonious controversy that followed
was marked by a disingenuousness and culminated in an irreverent
and contemptuous treatment of themes counted sacred by most of the
community to which they were addrest, that have naturally made
Agnosticism an object of suspicion among fair-minded men ever since.

For, so well-informed a man as Professor Huxley could not but
have known that Gnosticism was not the friend but the foe of normal
Christianity : arrogantly opposing its “ scientifically” infallible “ gnosis”
to the modest Christian “ pistis.” In choosing the name Agnostic as
antithetic to the Christian orthodoxy of to-day, he thus virtually in-
sinuated a claim on the part of modern Christians to “ know absolutely
things about which he was ignorant” (in the same sense as that in
which the old Gnostics had pretended to “know”). Professing that
absolute neutrality which becomes one who professes not to know, he
sharply resented the epithet “infidel,” declaring it unfair to reckon
him as one who, also, does not believe. With what candor may be
inferred from the elaborate and coarsely bitter tone of his invective
against the trustworthiness of the Gospel narrative of the “ bedeviled
hogs” soon after publisht.

Agnosticism, if Professor Huxley’s language be fairly intelligible,
requires a “suspense of judgment”; precluding affirmation, or even
utterance of opinion, as to matters devoid of scientific verification.
He would not affirm the existence of God or a spiritual world, nor the
truth of Christianity, because an “act of faith” must underlie such
affirmation. On the other hand, he was a belligerent advocate of the
right of “science” to speak oracularly concerning things past and in-
visible, as well as those concretely present. How could he reconcile
such claims with his own frequent admissions that science can not take
its first step in exploration of the universe save by a preliminary leap,
which he himself calls an “act of faith”? If Agnosticism be right at
all, it is as compulsory in the realm of the physical as in that of the
spiritual. He should have been, to avoid inconsistency, a scientific
Agnostic also.

Professor Smith lays great stress upon the fact that a “right” Ag-
nosticism can not be a “counsel of despair.” Herbert Spencer, then,
who reaffirms in his last volume that Agnosticism *continually
prompts” its devotee “to imagine some solution of the great enigma
which he knows can not be solved,” must teach falsely, if not dishon-
estly. Yet Professor Huxley, whose unique “honesty” is held up as
exemplary, can scarcely escape classification with the same school of
“despair.” For he takes pains to emphasize his agreement with Sir
William Hamilton and Mansel, who preceded Spencer in the affirma-
tion, on purely metaphysical grounds, that the Infinite and Absolute is
unknowable, and a “rational theology” (that is, rationally originated)
is therefore impossible.
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The pessimistic temper of Agnosticism is manifest in the very article
that here denounces it. Professor Smith assures us that “ dogmatic
religion” has ‘ received a fatal wound,” “nor has the natural theology
of the old school suffered from free criticism much less than revela-
tion,” evolutionary speculation in the hands of Messrs. Drummond and
Kidd is “fast becoming a jargon,” the schemes of the metaphysicians
have “flitted like a series of dreams,” and Dean Mansel has in his rash
endeavor to buttress orthodoxy * inadvertently demonstrated the im-
possibility of believing in God.” Notwithstanding the “ gentle caveat”
against Balfour’s alleged attempt to “drive the world back through
general skepticism to faith” (since such an attempt tends to promote
‘“skepticism not only general but universal”), and notwithstanding the
Professor’s reassuring proclamation, toward the end of his discussion,
that we are “ made and intended to pursue knowledge,” one can hardly
resist the impression, gathered from the whole article, that in the
writer’s opinion we were not “made” at all, but “just growed” like
Topsy, in some inscrutable way; that we were not “intended” for any-
thing, but are what we are as the result of the vagrant play of
mechanical circumstance; and that since the word “mind” is but an
ingenious hieroglyph for an evanescent phenomenon of matter, we
merely delude ourselves with the fancy that we ever have known or
can know anything in any proper sense. In that case Agnosticism, as
here commended, is but a seductive enphemism for that very universal
skepticism which has been above formally deprecated. If it be not al-
ready this, it certainly opens the gate and beckons winningly toward it.

III.—-WILLIAM COWPER’S LIFE AND WORK.

By T. W. Huxt, Pu.D., Lirr.D., Proressor 1N Princeron Uni-
’ ’ ’
VERsITY, PRINCETON, N. Y.

Mg. TaiNe remarks of Cowper “that his talent is but the picture
of his character, and his poems but the echo of his life and works.”
Born at Great Berkhamstead, November 15, 1731, his moral history, as
it developt, impresses every thoughtful reader,—a history often so ab-
normal and unfortunate as to awaken genuine sympathy. He was one
of an unusually large number of afflicted authors in the Georgian Era,
a group including Chatterton, Henry Kirke White, Lamb, De Quincey,
Byron, Burns, Keats, Goldsmith, and Shelley. In an earlier age Swift
was similarly affected with mental and spiritual unsoundness.

Cowper’s sorrows seem to have begun with the loss of his mother,
when he was six years of age, a sorrow that elicited those tender and
beautiful lines beginning:

“Oh, that those lips had language. ”

At school, at Hertfordshire, a sensitive and timid boy, he was so
ill-treated by his fellows that it embittered his young life and led him
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afterward to condemn in verse the prevailing public school system of
England. lere, however, he caught a gleam of spiritual light, which
he called “ the first and last.” He speaks of himself as obdurate under
the experience of illness, and as an adept in the art of deceit. Other
tostimony goes to show that waywardness bordering on dissipation was,
at times, charged to his account. Later, in the sphere of law, decided
traces of moroseness were visible. He wrote under the dejected feel-
ing: “ What nature expressly designed me for, I have never been able
to conjecture. The only use I can make of myself is to serve in ter-
rorem to others, that they may escape my folly and my fate.” Shut
up to himself, he became a student of his own sympathies, and strangely
betook himself to religious ¢xercises as a mental relief. On his way
to Southampton he enjoyed, as he thought, a kind of apostolic vision
and deliverance from the powers of sin within him. Called to the bar
in 1754, when utterly unfitted for it, his experience in the Temple was
more and more distressing. In urgent need of funds, and anticipating
a vacancy in the clerkship of the Journals, he sought the appointment,
and suffered unwonted agony of spirit in view of the necessary exam-
ination. He attempted to end his life, and became a confirmed im-
becile at St. Albans. There were, undoubtedly, other causes of mental
aberration, such as loss of friends on whom he relied, loss of health,
personal disappointments not a few, and an unnatural religious sen-
sibility.

Benefited at St. Albans by rest and medical aid, he was soon rejoi-
cing at Huntington on the Ouse, in the company of the Unwins. After
this he was at Olney, where he met John Newton, formerly captain of
an English slave-ship, and now curate of Olney. Here he workt
with Newton in the duties of the parish; composed, with his assist-
ance, the Olney Hymns, and once again became a subject of melan-
choly. At Olney he met Lady Arden, a helper in his literary work,
interesting herself, as she did, in the publication of his poems and his
translation of Homer. Later he went to Weston and thence to
Norfolk, where he wrote his most significant poem, “The Castaway.”
As his life drew to a close, the recital of his own productions especially
pleased him, the only exception being his “John Gilpin,” too joyous
in its spirit to be in keeping with the life of its saddened author.
When asked by his physician how he felt, he answered, “I feel
unutterable despair.” He died April 25, 1800, “a heart as true,”
says Hayley, “as e’er the arms of amity embraced.” His last words
“ What can it signify?’ often recur to us as we think of his gifts, and
his writings, and his untold griefs, and darkened death. It was
Cowper’s Calvinism, as some extremists allege, that explained his spir-
itual gloom. This doctrinal belief, it is said, was awakened by the
great religious movement under Whitfield and the Wesleys, and in-
tensified by Cowper’s relations to John Newton. Mr. Brooke finds in
this religious bias the basis of the “tragic element” in the poet’s life
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and teachings.

Others charge it to his general character as over-relig-
ious.

So Mr. Taine, who connects all English history with moral de-
jection, and contends that our Saxon ancestors were religious through
sheer force of word and clime. These explanations are on their face
captious and misleading. Whatever the cause of Cowper’s mental
malady, it could not have been his piety, for he was morbid long be-
fore he profest Christian faith. He gives us his own view of his
case when he says: “ The only thing that could promote my cause was
yet wanting—an experimental knowledge of the truth as it is in
Christ.” In fine, Cowper was constitutionally morose, hence his faith
became morbid, even despite the fact that he saw the virtue of cheer-
fulness and hope, and fought against his despondent tendencies, as he
wrote:

“Let no man charge me that I mean
To clothe in sable every social scene. ”

He feels, indeed, as if he must have committed some unpardonable
sin, and is thus suffering the effect of his own folly. All his failings
and faults conceded, however, he has a valid place as an author and as

a representative of the new literary awakening in England, so that we
can appreciate the eulogy of Hayley:

“England, exulting in his spotless fame,
Ranks with her dearest sons
His favorite name. ”

Leaving the sketch of his life, we may turn to his specific work as
a mun of letters. Literature was at first his diversion; afterward it
became a vocation. He tells us that since he was fourteen years of
age he had been a dabbler in rime, beginning with translations from
the Latin. While studying law, his preference was for literature,
which he evinced by contributing to the periodicals of the day. With
the same purpose he joined the Nonsense Club, in which Colman,
Lloyd, and Thornton were prominent. More than half of his life
past, however, before his first volume appeared. In prose, his
private correspondence was his chief work, making him, as Southey
said, “the best of English letter-writers.” He corresponded with Hill,
Newton, Lady Hesketh, Mrs. Cowper, Mr. Knavin, and others. Tho,
at times, giving us valuable criticisms on Prior, Pope, Dryden, and
Milton, the intercourse was mainly confidential and non-professional.
He gave an account of his work, his view of life, his estimate of friend-
ship and natural beauty. He translated from Latin, Italian, Greek,
and French, his version of Homer being by far the most important of
these. The occasion of it was Pope’s failure, as he deemed it to be.
If he has escaped Pope’s artifice, however, in the sphere of meter, he
has not escap-d some harshness of diction and lack of vigor, nor was
this a line of work for which he was signally fitted. As to his original
work, the Olney Hymns bear witness. Suggested by Newton and
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shared in by Montgomery, Cowper’s name is conspicuous, and the Chris-
tian Church of to-day will maintain it in the place of prominence.” In
his Miscellanies, the verses on “The History of John Gilpin” are the
most notable, full of honest English humor as they are.

His meve formal and lengthy poems are nine or ten in number, be-
ginning wit . “Table Talk.” In this first example, written in dialog,
we have a virtual plea for liberty, with occasionai allusion to the sins
of England and the nature of the poetic art. In “The Progress of
Grror,” there is a practical homily on the Sabbath; also on various
public excesses, and on education.

In “Truth,” religious errors are discust; sympathies are exprest
for the sinful, and a tribute offered to the Christian religion as the
only true one. In “Expostulation,” a strong rebuke is given of the
sins of the English clergy; emphasis is laid on the necessity of public
integrity, and a warning uttered against national vice. In “ Hope,” a
view is given us of human life. In “Charity,” allusion is made to the
needs of the opprest; good will in trade and society is enjoined, and
a picture drawn of the beneficent results, should such a state of things
exist. In “Conversation,” attention is called to it as an art and caution
given as to its easy degeneracy. In “ Retirement,” its devotees are
mentioned, its loss by public men is lamented; its congeniality to the
work of the poet is noticed, and some of the best methods of enjoying
it are stated.

In “Tirocinium,” Cowper gives us a picture of the public school
system of his day, in order to condemn it. He specifies the various
reasons for education, and discusses false teachers and teaching,
strongly advocating private teaching as the best. His criticisms are
largely personal, as induced by his own unfortunate experience as a
pupil. Moreover, in his day the English schools were especially cor-
rupt.

The author’s most important poem is “ The Task,” with its six di-
visions, The Sofa, The Time-Piece, The Garden, The Winter Evening,
The Winter Morning Walk, and The Winter Walk at Noon. In it he
descants on solitude and society; on civilization and public life; on art
and nature and home. He draws to the life the clerical coxcomb;
speaks of the homely delights of the lowly; of the dire effects of war,
and of the blessings of Providence.

In his poetry, as thus suggested, there are two or three characteris-
tics of special prominence and value.

(@) One of these is its Christian and serious type. Apart from the
Olney Hymns, which are strictly devotional, his Miscellanies are re-
ligious in tone, while each of his longer poems is of this ethically con-
templative order.

Thus, in his “Table Talk,” he gives a kind of history of the moral
development of English letters, bitterly lamenting such an age of de-
cline as that of the Stuarts. He thus rebuked prevailing evil at home,
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as the undue love of military fame, disgraceful wrangling in parlia-
ment, despotism in colonial rule and perjury in office, —feeling called,
as he did, to such a moral censorship. He protested against the dese-
cration of the Sabbath, as against gambling and similar sins. dis con-
trast in “Truth,” between the adroit Voltaire and a simple English
cottager, is well deserved:

“View him at Paris in his last career,
Surrounding throngs the demigod revere,

“Yon cottager, who weaves at her own door,
Pillow and bobbins all her little store,
Just knows, and knows no more, her Bibls true, —
A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew.

“He praised, perhaps, for ages yet to come;
She never heard of half a mile from home ;"

With Cowper, as with Mrs. Browning, “ Poetry was as serious a
thing as life itself,” and it was most fortunate for English literature
at the time that such a poet lived and wrote. The tendencies of the
day were straight toward infidelity and looseness of life, and against
each of these extremes this serious-minded author earnestly protested.

(b) Susceptibility and sympathy are also features of his verse.
Even the dumb animals were the objects of his affection, as he said:

“T would not enter on my list of friends, the man
‘Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm. ”

He was especially bitter against slavery, as a violation not only of the
laws of God, but of the deepest instincts and interests of man. He
calls it

“Human nature’s broadest, foulest blot. ”

While praising England for disfranchising her slaves at home, he
stoutly rebukes her for maintaining them in her colonies. In more
restrictive spheres, this same sensitiveness of nature was manifest.
He regretted that children in the schools should be exposed to un-
kindness. He loved retirement, in that one is then free frum public
censure and cruelty. He rejoiced in natural scenery, in that out
among the hills all the best impulses of his nature find their play and
satisfaction. Oppression of the poor was with Cowper treason against
God. Hence he took a modest estimate of himself and his lineage.
He was more pleased that his father was a chaplain than that he was
chaplain of George II. In fine, his susceptibility was so extreme as
to expose him to personal sufferings and the unjust reflections of those
who failed to understand him.

(¢) A further feature in Cowper’s verse is its frankness or openness
of spirit. [t is so pronounced as to give to his poetry the full effect of
originality, and is especially suggestive as opposed to the prevailing
formality of the Augustan Age just preceding. In view of this in-
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genuousness, it is interesting to note the position he assumed as to the
nature, methods, and function of the poetic art. “To be a poet,” he
said, “does not happen to more than one man in a century.” In his
“Table Talk” he enlarged on the same theme:

“ Ages elapst ere Homer’s lamp appeared,
And ages ere the Mantuan swan was heard
To carry Nature lengths unknown before ;
To give a Milton birth, askt ages more. ”

He speaks of poetry “as above all teaching, and the child of the gods,”
and with his eye on the classical age of Pope aims to educate his coun-
trymen out of the fastidious standards of the eighteenth century into a
larger literary freedom: as he says,
“A poet does not work by square or line,
As smiths and joiners perfect a design.”

but rather, as he insists,

*“Like some cottage beauty strikes the heart,
Quite unindebted to the tricks of art. ”

He was thus wholly averse to affectation and mechanism, prefer-
ring Chaucer and Spenser to Dryden and Pope; insisting on flexibility
and freshness and genuine sentiment as essential to verse. Out of this
naturalness grew Cowper’s individuality and his influence as a per-
sonal force in English letters.

Cowper had his faults in the sphere of authorship, in lack of unity,
or prolonged mental impression, or anything like epic sublimity, and
in an unduly prominent homiletic strain. There is little that is strictly
creative and inspiring in the uniformly meditative quality of his verse;
not enough, indeed, to give him a place among the great English poets.
He was, however, with all his didacticism, one of the heralds and ex-
ponents of the Romantic Era, a poet of nature, friendship, home, re-
ligion, and the inalienable rights of man.

He wrote no epics and no dramas and no imposing poem of the
Miltonic order, and yet wrote a good amount of readable and helpful
verse, and always on the side of truth and goodness.

’Tis thus, in the memory of his goodness as a man and poet, rather
than in that of his greatness, that it may be said:

“Fame holds her golden clarion to her lips,
And sounds his praises over all the world.”

It is well, indeed, that a poet need not be great in order to place
his fellow men under lasting indebtedness to his literary services.

O O A  tus it B e
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IV.—OUR ANGLICAN REVIEW.

By WiLniam M. SiNncramr, D.D., ArcupeAacoN or LonNpoN, CANON OF ST.
Paun’s, AND CHAPLAIN IN ORDINARY TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN.

Press axp Puvrprr.

I'r is absolutely impossible to exaggerate the power and importance of the
Press. Among a rich, busy, and commercial people, where liberty is allowed
for the expression of every conceivable kind of opinion except to libel and im-
morality, it need not surprise us that journalism has come to hold such unprece-
dented and prodigious influence. It has been a slow growth, a case of supply
and demand, to a large extent a result of commercial enterprise and of keen com-
petition. “Much has been accomplisht, ” said De Quincey of his day ; and what
has not been since? “More than most people are aware, so gradual has been
the advance. How noiseless is the growth of corn! Watch it night and day for
a week, and you will never see it growing; but return after two months, and
you will find it all whitening for the harvest ; such, and so imperceptible in the
stages of their motion, are the victories of the press.” “What gunpowder did
for war, ” said an Irish writer (C. Phillips), “the printing-press has done for
the mind ; and the statesman is no longer clad in the steel of special education,
but every reading man is his judge. ” It i8 not too much to say with the Ameri-
can reformer and abolitionist, Wendell Phillips, that the press is the exclusive
literature of the masses; to the millions it is literature, church, and college.
It is perfectly true that to the vast multitudes of the people, whatever they read
in the newspaper is supposed to be endowed not merely with accuracy, but infal-
libility. They read nothing else. That, indeed, is the case, in aless degree, with
the majority of the educated classes also. So innumerable and so interesting on
every subject are the vast masses of daily and periodical literature, that they
have little time for much other reading. The press is not unaware of this almost
unlimited dominion. “Itis the mission of the newspaper press, " says the leader
of one of the most gigantic journalistic enterprises the other side of the Atlantic,
“aided by that mighty lever, public opinion, to move political worlds, make and
unmake statesmen, cause crowns and dynasties to tremble, reveal and lay bare
corruption in high places, and inspire enthusiasm in religious communities, ”
It is a high-sounding boast, but it is true. “The productions of the press,”
says another, “ fast as steam can make and carry them, go abroad through all the
land, silent as snowflakes, but potent as thunder; it is an additional tongue
of steam and lightning, by which a man speaks his first thought, his first
argument or grievance, to millions in a day.” Even in science this univer-
sal publicity is claimed as an incalculable support. “It is to discussion,”
wrote Helvetius in the last century, “and consequently to the liberty of the
press, that the science of physics owes its improvements ; had this liberty never
subsisted, how many errors, consecrated by time, would be cited as incontest-
able axioms!”

1t is not necessary for us to count up how many newspapers, daily, weekly,
monthly, or quarterly, are registered for issue in London, nor how many thou-
sands and millions of readers they number individually and collectively. We
know perfectly well that the press is the most effective power in the country.
It can not make laws, but no important laws can be past without its approba-
tion and assistance. Its leading articles form the opinions of that vast mass of
our fellow citizens who have neither the time nor the inclination nor the ability
to form opinions for themselves. It can blast and make reputations. It can
decide contested elections. It can convey to every cottage hearthside in the
country the feelings and wishes of popular statesmen. It can make good gov-
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ernment easy, or it can nullify all effects of wise administration. It can hold up
to ridicule some unhappy subject, deserving or undeserving, and the laughter
of millions greets the antics which it describes. In one single day it focuses
all the news of the civilized world. The secrets of cabinets are sometimes hardly
hidden from its penetration ; butnotabook, asaying, ora journey of a significant
personage can take place witheut its knowledge ; not a battalion can be moved
or a ship constructed, but it is publisht to all Europe; not a subject of the
smallest interest can arise, but the full glare of its electric illumination is turned
upon its bearings. “Let it be imprest upon your minds, ” wrote Junius, “Ilet it
be instilled in your children, that the liberty of the press is the palladium of all
their civil, political, and religious rights.” I have before me one of the weekly
journals, which appears on Baturday, but which is dated for Sunday and is
intended for the reading of the masses on the one holiday of the week. Every-
thing that has happened ; everything that has been discust; everything that has
been said by the most conspicuous men during the past week, will be found in it
in miniature for its readers. That is the secular press.

1t is to the religious press that we might naturally perhaps look for examples
of right Christian feelings and principles put steadily into practise. But it is
often here that we are most disappointed. With some honorable exceptions, it
is in this class of newspaper that we find most of the spirit of faction, bitterness,
intolerance, misrepresentation, and bigotry. 1tis in the religious newspaper that
we should expect the least of the spirit of formalism, ecclesiasticism, and devo-
tion to the watchwords of party. The more a man has of the spirit of Christ,
the more thoroughly is he able to rise above this mere earthly level. He knows
that tho he understands all mysteries, and all knowledge, and tho he has all
faith so that he can remove mountains, and has not eharity, he is nothing. He
knows that he has the spirit of Christian love; he puts up with misunderstand-
ings, and leaves all judgment of the opinions and practises of others to Almighty
God. He must have a boundless tolerance, and not expect others to adopt the
same habits and customs as himself. He is kind, courteous, brotherly to all,
however much they disagree from him. Recognizing no party, except the glo-
rious association of those who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, he has no
envy at the progress, popularity, or promotion of those who do not hold exactly
the same opinions as himself, He never boasts of the merits or the achievements
or the orthodoxy or the inflexibility of his set, for he knows no set at all except
the citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. He is not inflated with satisfaction at
party victories, for he grieves that there should be any emulation among Chris-
tians except the wholesome provoking each other unto love and unto good works.
He never behaves himself unseemly, by bespattering those whom he does not like
with covert sneers or open abuse. He seeks not his own, but the welfare and
advancement and prosperity alike of all good men. He s not easily provoked
even by the foolish divisions and untoward cabals of those who think they have
the spirit of Christ and have it not. He thinks no evil of the proceedings of
other men, however incompatible they may be with the teaching of Christ; he
makes excuses, he puts himself in the place of those who have become uncon-
sciously dominated by the hard and narrow genius of sectarianism. He rejoices
not in iniquity, but grieves sincerely even when an enemy stumbles. He bears
all things, believes the best about all things, hopes all things about everybody,
endures all things. Knowing that the Kingdom of God consists not in meats
and drinks, not in observance of a holy day, not in outward rites and ceremonies,
but in righteousness and peace and the Holy Ghost, he cares nothing for the
most gorgeous ecclesiastical functions, or the most sumptuous forms of worship,
but is ever on the lookout for the fruits of the Spirit and the life of ceaselessly
going about doing good. Remembering that God is a Spirit, and they that wor-
ship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth ; remembering with St. Clem-
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ent that as God has revealed Himself at sundry times and in divers manners, so

he is known and worshipt in more ways than one, he is not anxious about small
points or traditional observances, but only desires the communion of the Holy
Ghost and the fellowship of the Father and the Son.

It is not within my province or intention to hold up any individual journal

to admiration or to censure. When the pulpit owes so inextinguishable a debt of
gratitude to the press as a whole, it would ill become a preacher of the Gospel
of Christ to retaliate on any part of it for unfairness or for lowness of ideal.
My only object is to press home the high ideal. No doubt it is a high ideal that
we have set before us, but it is plain, simple truth. Christian duty extends to
every part of the life of him who calls himself Christian. Some time a day
will come when even the journalists of worldly interests will understand that
Christianity does not consist in gossip about bishops or ecclesiastical functions,
but rather in the daily record of benevolence, the cup of cold water given in the
name of adisciple. Some time, instead of the annals of crime, ambition, and party
gpirit, our journals will present us each day with the story of whatsoever things
are true, lovely, venerable, and of good report, the victories of virtue, and the
beauty of that which deserves praise. Some time, remembering that according
to Christ no man is called Master, or Rabbi, or Lord, they will value men and
their performances, not in proportion to their rank, wealth, or notoriety, but ac-
cording to their goodness, humility, and love of their fellow men. Some time
our mighty English journalism, calm in its conscious and indisputable strength,
will itself become truly and sincerely imbued with the Christian spirit. At that
day the vigorof the old Puritan grasp of moral and religious truth will return to
our people with more of experience and enlightenment. The details of the
divorce courts, of lust and crime, will then no longer stimulate the imagination
of the weak and vicious, but will only pass in briefest outline from the awful
precincts of the hallsof justice. Betting and gambling will never be quoted ; to
judge of a race men will have once more the ordinary common sense to go them-
selves to the course. Once more we shall return to that happy state when per-
sonal gossip in a public print was thought unworthy of a free, enlightened, and
self-respecting people. At that day, if an explanation or contradiction is sent of
some ill-founded report, it will be put in the very foremost place of the news-
paper, given more than the publicity of the report itself, and not relegated to
some obscure and unimportant corner. But, indeed, there will be no false re-
ports, for before venturing to print his statement, every journalist will have the
candor to verify. Once more men will recognize that Christianity does not
mean the display of the wars and backbitings of faction and party, of church
and denominations, of the adherents of new and old opinions, but faith, purity,
and humility working by love. Once more it will be seen that in the serious-
ness and responsibilities of human life sport and amusement can hold but at
best a subordinate place, and one worth but little attention and remembrance.
Newspapers will then vie with each other, not in smartness or in catering to
public appetites, but in loftiness of ideal, in wisdom, in usefulness, and in
public spirit.

But in the mean time the practical thing for us to realize is, that we are part of
that public for which the press provides, our own judgments and tastes will help
to form, as it is at present constituted, the judgments and tastes of the press. If
our principles are inflexibly loyal to the standard of our Lord, if our actions and
conduct are never inconsistent with the ideal of Christian loving-kindness, men
will listen to us when in all humility and brotherly affection we show them where
their performances are plainly at variance with the teachings of our Master. So
a truer understanding will grow up of the differences between right and wrong,

and all men will gradually be led to acknowledge that God is indeed amongst
His people.
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V.—LIGHT ON SCRIPTURAL TEXTS FROM RECENT DISCOVERIES.

By Proressor J. F. McCurpy, Pu.D., LL.D., UnNiveErsiry COLLEGE,
ToroNTO, AUTHOR OF “HISTORY, PROPHECY, AND THE MONUMENTS, "

Tue STORY OF THE CREATION.

I MAY be permitted to begin this paper with a quotation from an early num-
ber of the present series (Review, March, 1896, p. 217) : “No one entitled to
speak with any degree of authority now maintains that the historical statements
of the Bible are a haphazard collection of storics and legends, more or less edi-
fying, which happen to be cast upon our shores by the buoyant and uncertain
current of Jewish tradition.” What I have written on this subject in these
pages since the above sentence was penned has shown in some measure how the
Biblical narrative is elucidated and supplemented by the Assyrian and Babylonian
monuments, which at the same time abundantly confirm the sacred record. At-
tention has been called so far mainly to the events that come within the range of
historical verification, —in other words, to those which are illustrated by contem-
porary documents or unmistakable allusions. The great achievement of this new
branch of Biblical archeology is that it has not only done a final and thorough
work of rehabilitation, but has extended the area of observation so as to make it
run back far beyond the time of the Exodus even to the days of the earliest pa-
triarchs. g

Now when we get beyond the time of Abraham we come to a different region
of inquiry. I think it may be said broadly that the first eleven chapters of
Genesis may have been based on traditions that were possibly never put down
in writing until they were gathered by the inspired editors. For them we
must not expect confirmation or illustration from contemporary documents.
We have rather to inquire whether the same traditions are to be found else-
where in the same or another form. All Bible readers know by this time, at
least in a general way, how such an expectation has been fulfilled. It has been
possible to compile what has been called roughly, but with a certain degree of
accuracy, & “Chaldean Genesis.” In other words, documents have been found
among the Babylonian remains which contain at least fundamentally the same
traditions. The most familiar of these is the so-called Deluge story. The most
difficult and obscure is naturally the Creation story. Following the proper
order we shall begin by looking into the Babylonian legends of the Creation.
First, it will be seen what the contents of the story are; next, how they agree
with or differ from the Hebrew account; lastly, how the respective documents
are related to one another in point of origin. Asa general guaranty of the re-
liability of the statements to be made, it may be said that, while the cuneiform
documents are fragmentary and incomplete, and many points of their meaning
still obscure, steady and sure progress has been made in their interpretation since
the time of their first decipherment and explanation in 1875 by the great Assyri
ologist George Smith. The latest and best authorities are Prof. Jensen, of Mar-
burg, Prof. Zimmern, of Leipzig, and Prof. Delitzsch, of Breslau, who have
within the last seven years publisht special investigations on the subject. To
these treatises all scholars must defer, tho the older, more popular literature on
the subject is still not without value.

I. The Babylonian beliefs or theories as to the manner and character of the
Creation go back, speaking generally, to the antithesis between light and dark-
ness. In this respect the Babylonians resemble most other ancient peoples who
have made this antagonism the basis of their mythological systems. Naturally
they have lookt upon the powers still active in nature as those which have been
active from the beginning. They accordingly see in the manifestations or em-
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bodiments of the light-giving power the formative principles of the world, while

in the phenomena or forces of nature which bring on darkness they see the de-
structive principles. It must also be carefully noted that all the processes or
phenomena of nature which accompany the coming or spreading of light are
arrayed on the side of light or come under one general category with it, while all
that causes or increases or attends upon darkness is with equal consistency asso-
ciated with darkness. Hence the sun and moon and stars, and even the light-
ning, in their light-giving aspects are all adjutants of the formative or creative
powers, while clouds, storms, tempests, eclipses, the sea-waves, and the sea
itself as the source of clouds, storms, and rain are the helpers and promoters of
ruin and desolation. 'We must add to these as being in league with the powers of
darkness the most destructive of animals, marine and terrestrial, above all the
great rapacious sea-monsters, whose movements are so threatening and elusive.
There is good reason to believe that mythological fancies based upon all these
conceptions v-ere prevalent throughout the Semitic world from very early times.
Indeed, the Old Testament contains allusions to them much more numerous than
one would suspect without examination. They are found scattered here and
there in the poetical books, especially in the Book of Job, and are employed in

a figurative sense or for the sake of poetical embellishment.

Our knowledge of what the Babylonians held as to the creation of the world
has made intelligible two accounts, to be referred to later, which have been
handed down by Greek writers who had gathered their information directly or
indirectly from native Babylonian sources. Until the cuneiform records were
made accessible these notices were the only source of our information, quite ob-
scure tho they then were.

According to Babylonian conceptions the creation of the world was a secon-
dary result of this conflict between the powers of light and darkness, The earth
was in fact brought into being by one of the gods, as an act of beneficence ; but
what is most noteworthy is that the gods themselves were created or of secondary
origin. From the presentation made above it will seem quite natural that the
most active and influential of all terrestrial agencies, namely, the sea, should be
taken as the prime mover of the universe, of which the earth was of course re-
garded as the center. A brief summary of the course of these primeval events
based upon the dominant form of the myth may be given as follows :

To account for the production of all things from the ocean two of its aspects
were personified as the male and female principles respectively. The former,
under the name of Apsii, represented the sea as vast and gloomy ; the latter,
called Tiamat, personified it as turbulent and aggressive. From these was born
a son Mummu, besides two other male and female manifestations, Lachmu and
Lachamu. These latter had for offspring Anshar and Kishar, who, in their
turn, became the parents of the great gods Anu, Bel, and Ea. Other gods, great
and small, were descended from these, and with them the Babylonian pantheon
was replenisht. Anshar means simply the celestial, and Kishar the terrestrial
host or company, and these words are therefore originally only a collective ex-
pression for the gods themselves who had to do respectively with the affairs of
heaven and earth. The three greatest gods, Anu, Bel, and Ea, are named in the
order of their nearness to and interest in humanity. Anuis the most remote,
dwelling in the highest heaven. Bel is the active ruler of the universe, disposed
sometimes to favor celestial, sometimes human interests. Ea is the friendly and
benevolent god, who intercedes and intervenes in behalf of men continually.
His son Marduk (Merodach) is his agent in dealing with men, ministering to
their wants and healing their diseases. It is he who in the Babylonian cos-

mogony is the real creator or former of the world.
A word of comment is needed here. According to one current form of the myth
Bel is not mentioned by this name but by the name Enlil, which was one of his
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designations, or perhaps that of a related deity whose attrib:tes were united
with his; and in both the Greek versions the rdle of Marduk, as above described,
is attributed to Bel. The explanation is probably this, that Bel being adopted
as the great Semitic patron god (Badl) he was thought of as being most busy
with human affairs, and therefore the part of creator of the world was assigned
to him independently of Marduk, with the result that the functions or actions of °
the two were confounded or combined.

But how was the creation brought about? Naturally enough, in consequence
of a struggle. The powers of darkness and disorder, with Tidimat at their head,
were jealous of the growing dominion of the powers of light and order. They
summoned all the monsters and demons to their side, and determined to destroy
their own more intelligent and beneficent offspring. The popular conception of
the process of the struggle is set forth in an epic poem, in which we observe that
most of the gods and demigods which bore a definite name, and were therefore
the products of a process of development, are found on the side of the deities
that bore the brunt of Tiamat’s attack. On the other side were all the nameless
maleficent gods and demons, followed by a train of land and sea monsters,
poisonous serpents and scorpions.

The powers of light were in the greatest consternation. Anshar appealed at
first to the highest god, his son Anu, to meet Tiamat in conflict. But he turned
back affrighted at her terrible aspect. Ea was then appealed to, but without re-
sult. Buthisson Marduk is prevailed upon, with the promise of unlimited honor
and dignity, to encounterthe “dragon.” They meetand wagea terrific combat.
Marduk can call upon the fire-god or the lightning to help him, as being one of
the manifestations of light. He triumphs over Tiamat, throwing over her a
great net and piercing her with his spear, presumably the thunderbolt. Her
husband and her helpers are in like manner discomfited and slain. The body of
the great monster Tiamat he divided into two halves. Of the one he formed the
heavens, where he erected the “ Temple of the Hosts, ” in which Anu, Bel, and Ea
were enthroned. As images of the gods he set the stars in heaven, and ordered
therewith the year with its twelve months. In heaven he fixed a barrier, with a
guardian to watch it, which should restrain the upper waters. The moon he ap-
pointed to measure the days of the month.

In like manner the earth was formed from the .ther half of Tidmat. The
waters were separated from the dry land, vegetation grew up, the earth and sea
were peopled. After the creation of mankind temples to the gods were erected,
and cities were founded with them as the centers.

The account of the origin of the gods above given wonderfully agrees with
and explains a condenst statement by Damcenius (of the time of Justinian) as to
Babylonian notions of the same subject, the native names being nearly all recog-
nizable in his Greek rendition. In essentials also there is an agreement with the
version of the myth given by Berosus, the Babylonian priest and historian of
the time of Alexander the Great, who wrote in the Greek language, but whom
we know only at second or third hand. His statement is that a woman named
Homoraka, which means Tidmat, ruled over a realm of misshapen monsters ; that
Bel came and divided her in two, making the earth of the one half and the
heavens of the other. The explanation which he offers is that Bel divided it
in twain, separated the resultant earth and heaven, and set all in order. The
beings which could not endure the light perisht. The creation of mankind
was effected by Bel’s ordering one of the gods to cut off his head, and his blood
being mingled with the soil, men were formed out of the mixture, whence they
were endowed with a certain measure of divine intelligence.

In our next paper we shall turn to the analogy with the Bible account and the
practical conclusions to be drawn therefrom,
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Reconciliation by Death—Salvation by Life.

SERMONIC SECTION.
REPRESENTATIVE SERMONS.

RECONCILIATION BY DEATH—
SALVATION BY LIFE.

By R. Q. Maruarp, D.D., Pasror
oF NAPOLEON-AVENUE PRESBY-
TERIAN CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS,
LA., Epitor orF “THE Sourn-
WESTERN PRESBYTERIAN,” AND
MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL As-
SEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
Crnurcn [SourH],

For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his
Son; wnuch more, being reconciled, we
shall be saved by his life.—Rom. v. 10,

To die for another is the highest
possible achievement of love. * Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.”
Damon and Pythias of classic story
contended which should die for the
other, until the tyrant bade both live;
the soldier has with his body shielded
his general from shot or shell; the
courtier his king from assassin’s dag-
ger; mothers die to save their babes.
But in all such cases, death was quick,
eagy, and honorable ; and the last feat-
ure threw around the deed the glamour
of heroism. But in all history we read
of but one, who died a cruel, linger-
ing, disgraceful death for His foes;
and it is He of whom the text and con-
text treat. “For scarcely for a right-
eous man will one die; yet peradven-
ture for a good man some would even
dare to die. But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more, being justified by his blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through
him. For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death
of his S8on; much more, being recon-
ciled, we shall be saved by his life.”
We have in these words the twin
thoughts :

I. Reconciliation by death;

II. Salvation by life.

I Reconciliation by death. “For,
when we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son. ”

1. We were once God's enemies,
Proof of this is available both from
Scripture and Christian experience
This is what the Bible, in its wonder-
ful habit of condensing while general-
izing, has to say: “The carnal mind
(which is nature as unaltered by grace]
is enmity against God. ” Christian ex-
perience, too, isinevidence. What be-
liever, brought to God in mature years,
but recalls aversion to his Maker, ran-
ging from cold dislike to positive ha-
tred, mirrored in his former sentiments
toward all things representing or re-
minding of God? As the populacs
show their hate of an old dynasty no
only by welcoming with huzzas the
new king, but by wreaking vengeance
on the effigies of the old, so, as God
can not be the direct object of overt hos-
tility, we take it out in showing it
toward His images, His people, His
book, His day. As a stream flows
smoothly on until it encounters a rocky
barrier partly barring its channel, and
then chafes and swells into billows
around it, so this hostility to God in
the unrenewed heart is sometimes un-
suspected until human will is thwarted
by divine will. Some of the most
blatant rebels against their Maker have
been amiable women, who over the
dead face of a babe have indulged in
railing accusations against heaven, In
greater or less degree we were enemies
to God.

2. Once God was our enemy, Start-
ling thought! let it be immediately
explained. Suppose our nation en-
gaged in an unjust quarrel with a
weaker neighbor, attempting by force
of arms to wrest from him coveted ter-
ritory; the name enemy applied to
that opponent would be an appellation
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of honor; it would be a disgrace for
him to be aught else. So God was our
enemy because we were in most inex-
cusable controversy with Him and de-
frauding Him of His sovereign rights.
He was our enemy as judge on the
bench is to criminal at the bar, or as a
king in arms is the enemy of subjects
in revolt. Two reconciliations are
necessary to bring about a lasting and
honorable peace: man must be recon-
ciled to God, and God to man.

8. The death of the Son of God is
the means of that double reconcilia-
tion. We describe that method by a
Bible term which is strikingly signifi-
cant : atonement—at-one-ment ; the re-
duction of hostile elements to unity.
Sin is the one casus belli, which God on
His part pledged from the beginning
of human history to punish, and the
sinner on his part is loath to give up.
For this twofold difficulty God in His
mercy has made ample provision in
the incarnation and sacrificial death
of His Son and proclamation of pardon
Here is de-

through faith in Him.
scribed the whole process, so far as the
quarrel is made up from God’s side,
and divested of technical and theologi-
cal language : “He made him to be sin
for us who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in

him.” A scientific term, however un-
popular in some quarters, exactly ex-
presses it all : imputation—imputation
of sin, and imputation of righteous-
ness. Then the quarrel is made up
from man’s side by realization of God’s
amazing love in the death of His
Son, changing hostility to devotion.
“And that he might reconcile both
[Jew and Gentile—the race] unto God
in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby.” Oh, wondrous
death of Christ! the only-begotten Son
of God, by which our debts were can-
celled in tears and blood, and our
Father’s loving arms and heavenly
home opened to us! Oh, wondrous
cross, a believing sight of which, as
we each whisper “ Christ gave Himself
for me, ” transmutes a foe into a friend !
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II. Salvation by life. “Much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by
his life. ”

1. We are saved by the life of His
Son ; because the risen life of Christ is
the pledge of the acceptance of His
vicarious and atoning death. See how
the inspired writers link the resurrec-
tion-life with the reconciling death.
Peter: “Him being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God, ye have taken and with wicked
hands have crucified and slain, whom
God raised up from the dead, having
loosed the pains of death; because it
was impossible that he should have
been holden of it.” Paul, in the fif-
teenth of 1 Corinthians, putting in the
forefront a dying, atoning Savior:
“For I delivered unto you first of all,
that which I also have received, how
that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures,” asseverates, that
without the living Savior, all else
would have been vain. “And if Christ
be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are
yet in your sins; then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
isht.” Therefore the broken seal, the
thwarted guard, are to us tokens of
an accepted atonement; it was impos-
sible the tomb prison should keep Him,
when His sentence had been served out
for us.

2. Salvation is by life because Jesus
lives to carry on and finish His new
creation. “Because I live, ye shall live
also,” is His own marvelous declara-
tion. As a public person He died and
as a public person He rose from the
dead ; as a public person He, the The-
anthropos, lives in heaven. He is
there as our “forerunner”—as our at-
torney, “making seizin,” taking pos-
session in our name of the purchased in-
heritance ; as our forerunner, prepar-
ing it for us, “I go to prepare a place
for you”; as our forerunner, exercising
in His state of exaltation, as He did in
His state of humiliation, the threefold
offices of prophet, priest, and king ; by
His Word and Spirit illuminating the
minds and guiding the consciences of
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His people; presenting perpetually
in their behalf in His everlasting priest-
hood the fragrance of His one perfect
offering for sin; and completing by
outward defense and inward mastery,
and molding their fitness for the society
of heaven.

Thus we see that our theme not only
contains twin thoughts, but the “twain
madeone” ; and “ what God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.”
Without a crucified Christ, no pardon
for us ; without a risen Christ, no purity
for us; without a dying Christ, hell’s
doors yawn for us; without a living
Christ, the gates of pearl are fast locked
against us,

1. In conclusion, let us learn the
logic of Christian assurance.

I had the privilege of hearing the
opening sermon of our beloved and
venerated Dr. Palmer, at the organiza-
tion of the Southern General Assembly
at Augusta, Georgia, in 1861. He
preacht from a manuscript (unusual
with him), but it was no hindrance to
the majestic flow of his all but inspired
oratory. Histheme was Christ’s Head-
ship over the Church, and his text the
closing paragraph of the first chapter

of Ephesians. I remember that in his
masterly introduction he described
Paul’s reasoning as logic on fire—fired
by the intensity of emotion and rapid-
ity of thought. Paul indeed reasons
with the clearness of the head, but al-
ways with the warmth given forth by
a big and loving heart. We have an
illustration of this in our text. It is
syllogism on fire. The terminology of
the schools is not used, or the argument
cast in technical form, but it is reason-
ing from less to greater: the premise
is reconciliation with God through the
atoning death of His Son; the conclu-
sion, absolutely sure salvation through
the life of His Son. Indeed, it is a
double syllogism. What so helpless as

a dead man; what so powerful as a

living man? If a dying Savior could

do so much for us, what can limit the

capacities of a living Savior? A

friend has stronger claims on us than a
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foe. If when we were His foes He
reconciled us to Himself, now that we
are friends He will assuredly save.
The “much more” of the Apostle is the
a fortiori of the logician. *For if
when we were enemies we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more being reconciled, we shall
be saved by His life. ”

2. Let us learn the importance of
holding divine truth in its entirety and
Scriptural proportions.

* Not long since, in one of the great
religious journals of the country, there
was publisht with editorial commen-
dation a sermon preacht by the head of
a seminary. The subject was “ What
to Preach, and How to Preach.” Will
it be credited that in this discourse
addrest to future ministers of re
conciliation there was no mention of
the Crucified or of atonement in
either technical or popular language?
From several quarters of late the
alarum has been sounded that from
many of our pulpits the doctrine of
Christ crucified has been banisht.
While perhaps not true in the sweep-
ing extent in which the pessimist
would express it, there seems to be
sufficient basis for “great searchings
of heart” among the American clergy.
Some professing to be Christian schol-
ars, and even preachers of the Word,
hesitate not to announce with confi-
dence that the atonement as taught in
the creeds of Christendom is a survival
of a literalistic and Jewish interpreta-
tion of the Old Testament, and to be
laid aside in the fulness of the light of
these later times, no more dominated
by the slavery of the letter, but expa-
tiating in the larger freedom of the
spirit.
/Now, a half-truth is worse than a lie.
A lie has in it the seeds of death, but
truth has its own immortality. “A
lying tongue is but for a moment, but
the lip of truth shall be establisht
forever.” A half-truth by so much as
it is true is endued with vitality—and
a truth exaggerated out of its Serip-
tural proportions is almost as deadly.
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Much in our day is said of the living
Christ and vital union with Him as
everything, but some pulpits seem to
have forgotten all about a dying Christ.
Do they not remember that chapter
after chapter in the four Gospels is de-
voted to a minute and circumstantial
account of the events connected with
our Lord’s death and burial, and that
leaving it to the angels to celebrate His
birth, He binds but one commemorative
ordinance upon His church, and that a,
sacrament in which He would, to His
second coming and the end of time,
be “evidently set forth crucified and
slain?”

Nay, do they not overlook the facts
that the red line is woven into the en-
tire web of revealed truth from Gene-
sis to Revelation, that it is announced
as an immutable principle of Divine
administration—* without shedding of
blood there is no remission of sin”—
that one whole New Testament book
is devoted to the exposition of the
fulfilment of the Levitical law in the
Gospel, its innumerable and inopera-
tive animal sacrifices finding at once
fulfilment and abolition in the one all-
perfect offering of Christ? “For if the
blood of bulls and of goats and the
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un-
clean sanctifieth to the purifying of the
flesh, how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the Eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot to
God, purge yeur conscience from dead
works to serve the living God !”

Have they read, or have they ex-
cluded from the sacred canon the last
book of the Bible, which, if not the last
written, records the unamended revela-
tions of the survivor of the Apostolic
college? Why, in its vast, unrolling
panorama of pictures, none is more
frequent than that of the Lamb (the
Baptist’s name for Messiah), or more
vivid than of that “Lamb as it had
been slain [the Christ with the healed
but honorable scars of His passion still
on Him], in the midst of the throne.”
And the song of the lonely exile on
Patmos, “Unto him that loved us and
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washt us from our sins in his own
blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and his Father, to
him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen,” is caught up and
multiplied a millionfold by the “ great
multitude which no man could number,
of all nations and kindreds and people
and tongues, standing before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes [washt and
made white in the blood], with palms
in their hands, ” shouting as with the
voices of sea and storm : “Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the throne
and unto the Lamb.” In fine, He who
said the evening of His betrayal, “This
do in remembrance of me, ” now wear-
ing the “many crowns” of universal
dominion, speaks the word which will
not allow one of His loyal subjects to
forget His death, and its relation to
His mediatorial supremacy as “King
of kings and Lord of lords” : “ Fear not,
I am the first and the last. I am he
that liveth and was dead, and am alive
for evermore, amen, and have the keys
of hell and of death!”

THE DEVIL'S SNEER.

By Rev. FrepeErick A. NOBLE,
D.D., Pastor oF THE UNION PARk
CONGREGATIONAL CrUrcH, CHi-
caco, Inn.,, AvutHOR OF “DIs-
COURSES ON PHILIPPIANS, ” ETC.

Doth Job fear God for naught?—Job
i.o.

THERE is very much distrust abroad,
and unfortunately too much warrant
for distrust, touching the sincerity of
people in general. The Devil has his
fling at even one of the best of men here
in this opening chapter of the drama of
Job., It is of this sneering estimate
which the Prince of the Power of the
Air has chosen to put upon an ancient
and immortal character that we are to
have our merning conference.

As is readily seen, the implication in
this question as to whether Jcb fears
God for naught is that every man has
his price. It is assumed that the basis
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of all action is commercial. The law
of the counting-house or the market—
so much for so much—it is taken for
granted rules everywhere. If one is
unusually patriotic or religious, or is
enthusiastically devoted to any high
ideal, it is for a consideration, Disin-
terestedness is a pretense or a dream.
Deprive virtue of the reward which
ordinarily waits on virtuous behavior,
and the reward which virtue is to it-
self, or which is found in being vir-
tuous, will soon lose all its fascinatiou
and power. Investments made in ihe
moral world, like investments made in
the material world, are solely with a
view to prospective dividends. This
is the Devil’s theory of human con-
duct. This is the easy philosophy with
which he accounts for anything extra-
ordinary in the way of self-denial or
heroism or fidelity. It is remunera-
tive in hard cash or honor or some sort
of weighable equivalent. If one risks
his life to save another life, it is because
he is to get something out of it—at
least a fine bit of advertising |

“There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job; and that man
was perfect and upright, and one that
feared God and eschewed evil.” He
was prosperous and happy. Ten chil-
dren—seven sons and three daughters
—gathered at his board. His wealth
in sheep and camels and oxen and asses
was very great. Large numbers of ser-
vants went in and out in his household.
Eminence was conceded to him, and by
common consent he was set down as
“the greatest of all the children of the
east. ”

But success in life had not turned his
head, nor diverted his heart from loy-
alty to principle. He “feared God and
eschewed evil.” Was there any such
connection between the fear of God
and the uprightness which had its
spring-head in the fear of God and this
success that it might be said : “There
is no wonder he sticks to integrity, for
he is making a good thing out of it”?
Bo the Devil intimated. In worldly
advantages Job was finding abundant
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compensation for fearing God and es-
chewing evil.

“Now there was a day when the sons
of God came to present themselves be-
fore the Lord.” These “sons of God”
were angels, or celestial beings of some
high order. They were assembled as if
to give an account to Him whom they
served of what they had been doing, or
to receive directions to govern them in
their further duties. “Satan”—the
Adversary—the Accuser—so the con
ception runs — “came also among
them.” “And the Lord said unto
Satan: Whence camest thou? Then
Satan answered the Lord and said:
From going to and fro in the earth,
and from walking up and down in it.
And the Lord said unto Satan: Hast
thou considered my servant Job? for
there is none like him in the earth, a
perfect and an upright man, one that
feareth God and escheweth evil. Then
Satan answered the Lord and said:
Doth Job fear God for naught?”

There it is, —the low, contemptuous
estimate of virtue, the pessimistic view
of human nature. One feels the chill
there is in the tone of it. It isall a
matter of cool calculation. The man
may be everything that is claimed for
him—devout, obedient, pure, true ; but
then—he is paid forit! He gets return
in money equivalent, or what some
people might be foolish enough, in the
Devil’s opinion to think far better
than money ; for his attitude and ac-
tions had made him a special favorite
of heaven, and he was receiving the
sheltering care of the One who was
best able to help him. “Hast thou not
made a hedge about him?” So Satan
goes on to say after he has asked his
sneering question: “Doth Job fear
God for naught?” “Hast thou not
made a hedge about him, and about
his house, and about all that he hath,
on every side? Thou hast blessed the
work of his hands, and his substance
is increased in the land. But put forth
thy hand now, and touch all that he
hath, and he will renounce thee to thy
face,”
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This is the explanation of it all,—the
man finds his account in this service or
devotion. It is the yardstick view of
things. It is the book-balances which
setile it. It is the ethics of the labor
market—work so long as the remunera-
tion is satisfactory—brought over into
moral spheres. It is the motive of the
mercenary—fighting for so much a
month—elevated into a standard with
which to measure the sublime consecra-
tion to freedom and duty of men like
William of Orange and Cromwell and
Washington and Garibaldi. It is the
matchless Livingstone, dying on his
knees in the heart of Africa, reduced
to the level of the tusk-hunter or the
man-stealer who penetrates these same
wilds for the material recompense he
can find in the perilous adventure,

Not so; verily, not so. There are
other and higher motives in life than
those which enter into the management
of a peanut-stand or a cotton factory or
a railroad. It is not all to be degraded
to a mere truck-and-dicker basis. Hu-
manity has in it loftier capabilities,
and these capabilities have frequent il
lustration 'n actual experience.

Unquestionably a good many people
are disposed to fall in with the Devil’s
estimate of the motives which govern
conduct, and to consider even the
worthiest of men incapable of rising
above selfish considerations. The self-
ishness may be more refined in some in-
stances than in others. The quality of
it may be more delicate, for example,
in Mr. Gates, who in the interest of
the Kingdom of Christ has been bravely
facing death in Turkey, than in some
of our financial magnates who remain
at home and hatch schemes for defraud-
ing the innocent and subverting the
rights of the community. It may be
of a higher order in Clara Barton than
in John L. Sullivan; and in a city
evangelist than in a city rum-seller.
It is still only a question of degree. It
is selfishness all the same. It is this

for that, so much for so much, doing
things for what is in them.
There are several explanations of this
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Satanic tendency to look at all actions
from the view-point of selfish motives.

In the first place, with all that is dig-
nified and commendable and noble in
human nature, there is a disposition—
possibly we might go further and say,
—a predisposition—to judge the gen-
eral conduct of our fellows in a spirit
of detraction. We make allowances
for what we see and hear, but our al-
lowances are not always in the direc-
tion of a sweet charity.

From what we know of ourselves,
from what we know of others in their
confessed schemes, from envy, from
jealousy, from a certain conceit of our
own shrewdness in penetrating charac-
ter, or from a certain consciousness,
lest, if we come to too favorable con-
clusions we shall have to modify them
later, and so acknowledge ourselves to
have been fooled, from carelessness,
from indifference, or from lack of sym-
pathy with what others are saying and
doing, we easily drift into the habit of
forming low estimates of the motives of
men and women, and attributing their
movements to influences and aims and
desires which originate, not in the up-
per, but in the lower ranges of incite-
ment.

The multiplied warnings of Scripture
against these harsh judgments and pre-
judgments and misjudgments show us
what a bad aptitude there is in the heart
for this kind of indulgence. We are
prone to level down. Praise of others
seems often to be so much dispraise of
ourselves. When others are trying to
exalt some one, there is a sort of wicked
propensity in us to try to lower him.
“Down front!” is a shout in which we
join under glight provocation. We al-
ways have a mallet and chisel at hand
with which to chip out little nicks in
the pedestals on which good folks stand.
“Yes; but——" is a phrase which has
come to be stereotyped on many a lip.
No character can stand long in the
public eye and receive public applause
without attacks from the caricaturists,
‘We have within us an unregenerate in-
stinct, which, without overmuch coax-
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ing, sides with Satan in seeing selfish-
ness where God sees only excellence.
In presence of a commendable action
how fatal is the facility with which
our nimble tongues fall to saying:
“Certainly; but the thing was done
just to catch votes, or to win the favor
and patronage of the rich, or to please
the populace. ”

When Columbus came back from his
immortal voyage of discovery, the ad-
visers of King John of Portugal, into
whose dominions he was thrown by
stress of weather, were plunged into
confusion and humiliation. Fora large
majority of them had derided the enter
prise of the daring explorer, and
scoffed at his theories as if they were
only the dreams of a wild fanatic. In
fluenced by their counsel, the King had
said “no” to the appeals Columbus had
made to aid in fitting him out for his
expedition. Hence instead of meeting
him in a temper of magnanimous en-
thusiasm and sincere joy, they gave
way to their meaner impulses and fell
to belittling his achievements, and to
twisting and torturing everything he
said and did to his serious disadvan
tage. Refusing to appreciate the high
and generous thoughts which elevated
him above all mean considerations,
they attributed his actions to the most
petty and ignoble motives. In his
rational exultation they saw nothing
but vanity and boastfulnes.. In the
frank and manly heartiness with which
he told his story in the presence of
royalty, they perceived only a tone of
exulting triumph, as if he would be
revenged on the monarch for having
rejected his proposition.

As Washington Irving has perti-
nently said: “No greatness was ever
acquired by more incontestable, unal-
loyed, and exalted benefits rendered to
mankind ; yet none ever drew on its
possessor more unremitting jealousy
and defamation, or involved him in a
more unmerited distress and difficulty.
Thus it is with illustrious merit; its
very effulgence draws forth the ran-
corous passions of low and groveling

minds, which too often have a tem-
porary influence in obscuring it to the
world ; as the sun, emerging with full
splendor into the heavens, calls up by
the very power of its rays the rank and
noxious vapors which, for a time, be-
cloud its glory.”

In the second place, there is, beyond
all gainsaying, a vast amount of action
among men whose secret spring is some
sort of personal advantage or gain.

Large numbers make unblushing
confession of this. Of many who do
not confess it, and only half realize it,
perhaps, it is still true. Their only
controlling thought is pleasure or
profit or promotion. It runs through
all they do. They choose their pro-
fessions, they marry, they espouse
causes, they join political parties, they
enter clubs, they identify themselves
with churches, all in a temper of self
interest—a self-interest which it is im-
possible to distinguish from selfishness,
Nobody doubts there are a great many
politicians in all political parties who
are where they are in their political
affiliation for revenue only. These
scheming and noisy partizans would
betray their party at any time, and
probably sell out their country, for just
a few loaves and fishes. There are
rings within rings. Shrewd men use
confiling men to promote their evil
purposes. Schemes of benevolence and
philanthropic enterprises have often
to be looked into sharply lest there be
found lurking in them some neat little
advertising dodge. What lies have
been told, what deceptions have been
practised, what frauds have been com-
mitted, what abominations have been
enacted, what crimes have leaped out
of darkness to startle the world, under
cover of some patriotic appeal, or some
charitable movement, or some great and
flourishing program put forward in
the interest of a regenerated humanity !
Our business men of prominence and
integrity, people of intelligence and
character in whatever sphere of life,
ministers especially, have to be on the
lookout all the while lest some of these
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wolves in sheep’s clothing get the better
of them and make them tails to their
kites. There is nothing too holy for
these miscrable hypocrites to trade in.
There is the taint of selfishness in all
they say and do. They are never with-
out an ax to grind. They weep with
those that weep, so that when the eyes
of their victims are blinded with tears
they may steal from them the more suc-
cessfully. The confidence of the pure
and unsuspecting, the trust of little chil-
dren, the cries of the impoverished and
orphaned, the needs of crippled soldiers
and of the widows of the patriotic
dead, are to them only so much capital
with which to carry on business. They
fear neither God nor man, and they
render no service of religion or patrio-
tism or philanthropy for naught.

It is not a matter of injustice nor is it
at all uncharitable to ascribe selfish and
even sinister motives to this kind of
folk. These men and women are sel-
fish and they are crooked, and no
amount of “thinking no evil” can
make the fact otherwise.

In the third place, there is the consid-
eration which Satan and those who
coincide with him in his view of things
may bring forward in support of the
position taken by them on this ques-
tion, and which admits of no success-
ful disputing,—namely, that fearing
God—fearing God in the way of love
and reverent loyalty—always does se-
cure to one something worth having.

Satan wasright in his intimation that
Job was getting a good deal—a good
deal that was substantial and abiding
—out of his fidelity. For surely he
was, He was not doing the will of
God in his heart, and walking in the
ways of God in his daily life, for
naught. God never permits a man to
do this thing: serve Him for naught.
Never yet did a man come into the
faith of God, and maintain the integrity
of his soul before God and the world,
without receiving something rich and
rare in return for it. As the event
proved, Job was getting something out
of his serene and unfaltering trust and
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his upright conduct besides wife and
children and houses and barns and
cattle and servants and renown among
his fellows—something which stood by
him, and to which he could cling in all
the darkness and under all the bitter
bruising of the after days. We say
often that virtue is its own reward. It
is. It is often an unutterable satisfac-
tion just to have the consciousness in
one that he is sincere and clean and up-
right, and means to stand square on the
truth and do his duty, come what will.
But virtue has other rewards. It has
rewards outside itself. Early and late,
at home and abroad, at the hearthstone,
in social circles, in business operations,
in politics, honesty is the best policy.
It pays to be pure. In the long run
nothing else does pay. Considered
from a point of view no higher than
our every-day practical ethics, men are
simply fools for making the ghastly
plunges they often do into dishonesty
and immorality. It is Gerizim and
Ebel over again, On the side of right-
eousness are the blessings. On the
side of unrighteousness are the curses.
A man who can see so much as an inch
before his nose can see this. At any
rate, if a man can not see 8o much as
this he can see nothing.

Hence it comes to pass that it is a
nice psychological question, and one
requiring not a little analytical skill,
to run the knife in and turn it about in
a way to distinguish between the stress
of motives which look to the doing of
right solely because it is right, and the
doing of right out of consideration for
what follows. One with as much dia-
lectic cunning as Satan has can confuse
almost anybody at this point. There
is the fact of the waiting of the reward
upon the conduct. Who shall say the
conduct is not with an eye to the re-
ward? At least the suggestion can al-
ways be made to seem plausible.

Still, inspite of all in evidence to the
contrary, and in spite of all appearances
to the contrary, there is disinterested-
ness I the world. There are men and
women doing what their hands find to
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do fcr God and humanity, —sometimes
at great expense of pain and weariness
in both body and mind, sometimes
under embarrassment of misinterpreta.
tion and sharp fires of criticism, some-
times in such quiet and unostentatious
ways that no trumpet ever heralds their
doings ; whose incentives to action are
not earthly recompenses, whether these
recompenses be earthly gains, orearthly
honors, or earthly power, or earthly in-
fluence, or earthly satisfaction of any
sort, but something far higher and
finer. The motive with them is not
pleasure, even tho the pleasure be
that which is found at the right hand
of God. It is not, primarily, to secure
the rewards which, in the adjustment
of the moral universe, have been made
to be the sequences of right, but first of
all to be right.
for what i8 promised to fear, but be-
cause in this way they realize the
noblest conceptions of a rational exis-
tence. They help, because to help is
the highest prerogative of a human life.
They do things because they know
they ought to do things.

In illustration, take the story of Lord
Shaftesbury. Here wasaman of splen-
did ancestry, of vast wealth, of position
close up to royalty, and of culture the
finest the realm could furnish. He be-
longed to a class in society which in
all the generations since the English
aristocracy was established has never
failed to supply specimens of manhood
of a commanding type ; but which has
also turned out large numbers who have

used all the advantages derived from |
their birth and their immense estates to

promote the pleasures of self-indul-
gence, or to push on their schemes

of personal ambition and greed. He |

might have followed the least worthy
examples of his class, and spent his life
and wasted his fortunes in wild reckless-
ness, or employed his time and energy

through political intrigues and the wily
playing of judicious flatteries on court
vanities and prejudices.

But what did he do? To what ends

The Devil

They fear God, not ,

. nedevote his time and his resources
and his training and his almost meas-
ureless influence?

By a nearly unanimous consent he be-
came the representative lay worker in
the modern Church, The first Earl,
his distinguished ancestor, brought the
Habeas Corpus Act into English use.
This seventh Earl, of whom we are now
speaking, did morc ¢han any other one
man of his day to save the bodies and
souls alike of the working men and
women of England. *Love—Serve”
was the family motto, and for more than
a half-century Shaftesbury loved and
served his fellow men in the spirit of
Him who became the Elder Brother of
us all.  Almost from the day he entered
Parliament he devoted himself to hu
manity and the ends of public right-
cousness. He advocated the emancipa-
tion of the English Roman Catholics.
He supported Hindu missions. He
studied social evils. He was a powerful
leader in reforming nearly the whole
code of British law in itsapplication to
insanity and lunatic asylums. In 1833
he took charge of Sadler’s measure for
protecting child-labor; and for nearly
two generations carried factory-act after
factory-act through Parliament. He
took an active and successful interest
in protecting Sunday from desecration,
and in securing the Saturday half-holi-
day. He gave thought and time and
means to relieving the spiritual destitu-
tion of Anglican parishes. In 1848 he
took up the problem of popular educa-
tion, and in 1844 formed the Ragged
School Union, This, and the National
Refuges for Homeless and Destitute
Children, and the training-ships, and
the Reformatory and Refuge Union,
and large numbers of kindred and
affiliated organizations, did a work,
before Barnado and Booth had appeared
and entered on their helpful career,

| quite beyond all price in making tens
in seeking the promotion which comes '

of thousands of the pitiable army of
despised acquainted with God, and
with the blessedness of His fellowship.
In addition to his services in behalf of

| wage-workers, and sanitary reform,
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and assisted emigration, ar
housing of the poor, he g
tory -workers, in whom an
spiritual knowledge had
kened, opportunities toem
leisure into which the am
their hours of labor had
them in higher and worthi
in mere gossipings and
drinking. Heidentified h
the Bible Society, and 1
weight of his great influen
Men's Christian Associatic
dresses a8 President of the
for the distribution of ti
were powerful defenses ¢
tian faith. In every way
ir many ways which the
would not have thought
wrought for the glory of
good of mankind. He
lived at his ease, but he
worker. He might hav
currents in on himself, anc
only his own honor and
but he turned the full tide
choice soul outward, that
shriveled lives might be °
the best and highest sense
istic; and individuals an
the church and schools an:
humanity at large were
and made sweeter and mor
the ends of living because
service.

Now let Satan come be
his question. Here it it
Shaftesbury fear God for
those decisive moments w)
and forever settled the qu
main purpose and scope of
in the subsequent years
8o lavishly devoting his r
ties, his wide attainments
ship, and his commandin
the political and social -
high and holy ends which
to believe have on them th
of the Master, did he sh
late the profit and loss of
and determine to follow t
cause so much outlay i
earnest toil and self-deni
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uld bring him ample compensa-
the form of enlarged influence
rld-wide fame? The Devil may

it, if he will; and men who
sonduct by the Devil’s standard
lieve it, if they will; but it is
not so. It is a self-degradation
insult to the nobility of the im-
God, in which man is made, for a
t to harbor such an insinuation.
recious secret of a life such as
1des us utterly if we try to find
he hiding-places of selfishness.
sublime in its disinterestedness
When the
ne, whether in the guise of our
iworthy thoughts, or of men who
7 and gross in their worldliness,
near and attempts to befoul a
e this with sneering comments
arse intimations that there is
11 only selfishness at the core of
may well say, “Get thee behind
Men can be unselfish in

i they are. Touched witk the
1d warmed by the spirit of Jesus
it is not so hard to be unselfizh
rholly worldly minds it is some-
hought to be.
not wise to be hoodwinked into
tion that every tramp is a saint
;uise. It is not wise to yield too
to the persuasion that every
vho espouses a good cause and
ssuccessfully the cant phrases of
zanization to which he attaches
1e is to be unsuspectingly trusted.
not wise to be overforward in
ng to the claim, put forth in
old and confident tones by them-
or their friends, that every man
ants to be alderman or mayor or
o Congress or to be elected Presi
f the United States is just as
» and honest and trustworthy and
tic as he pretends. In short, it
wise to think the millennium has

all this, we better let right arm
ft arm drop from their sockets,
e pulse cease ita beating, than to
nto the mood in which we look




1897.]

at all virtue with the Devil's eyes, and
have nothing but a shrug of the shoul-
ders and an accent of sarcasm for the
loftiest examples of unselfishness, It
is not pleasant to be duped ; but it is
akin to a crime—like a crime, it pains
and dwarfs the soul—to think nobody
is ever animated by a motive of pure
good will and a love which calcu-
lates on nothing beyond the serving.
Through divine grace uncounted thou-
sands have come into the high mood of
devotion to God and men just for the
sake of God and men. It is with the
names of these large, rare souls that the
pages of history are illuminated. At
martyrs’ stakes, on battle-fields, in the
cells of prisons, in hospitals, among
wild, savage tribes, through lives con-
secrated to reforms, in ostracism for
opinion’s sake, in enforced exile, in
labors and trials and sacrifices innumer-
able, these large, rare souls have borne
witness to the fact that men and women
do fear God and serve Him for some-

thing besides sheep and oxen and houses
and lands.

WANTED: A NEWSPAPER.*

By Davip James BurrerLn, D.D.
[RerorMED], NEW York Crry.

And he sent letters by post.—Esther viii.
10.

[At a union meeting of ministers of the six
leading evangelical denominations of New
York city, on December 7, 1806, a committee
was appointed to consider the relation of
ministers and Christian people to the news-
paper press. The committee was thus con-
stituted: Rev. J. M. Buckley, D.D., Rev,
Wesley Johnson, D.D., Rev. J. B. Remen-
snyder, D.D., Rev. Robert 8. MacArthur,
D.D., Rev. William T. Sabine, D.D., Rev.
John Hall, D.D., Rev. David James Burrell,
D.D. The report of this committee was
heard at a similar meeting on January 25.
The recommendations were as follows:

“First—That, whatever the sentiments of
publishers and editors, religion should be
treated by the press as a factor of prime
importance in the life of the country, and
should be mentioned respectfully, and that

* Preacht in the Marble Collegiate Re-
formed church, January 81, 1897,
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the reports of religious enterprises, special

services, and iocal progress should be made

as full as their significance properly de-
mands,

“Second—We regard Sunday newspapers as
tending to break down the distinction be-
tween Sunday and other days; impairing the
spirit of de~otion: often superseding the
family reunions at che altar of prayer; con-
suming the time necessary to prepare for the
house of God, and preoccupying the minds
of those who attend, so as to render them
impervious to spiritual influences.

“Third—We appeal to the people of the
churches to consider prayerfully their re-
sponsibility in these premises. They can, by
combining, exert an irresistible influence
upon the character of the secular press.

“Fourth—We urge upon them the impor-
tance of patronizing only such newspapers
as manifestly aim to be clean and whole-
some, and such as support the principles
which subserve the highest welfare of the
community,

“Fifth—We suggest that if any one of the
leading newspapers should withdraw its
Sunday edition, it should have such imme-
diate and general support as will unmista-
kably manifest the moral sentiment of tha
community,

Finally, in the name of our common coun-
try, in the name of humanity, in the name of
the homes of the land, and in the name of
religion, we appeal to the press of the city
to use the great powers in its hands to help
men to do right, and to make it hard for
men to do wrong, and not to lower the moral
tone and degrade the life of the homes that
because of its merits, admit its issuex, by
inserting in its columns matter of a kind
that, judged by any candid standard, can
only exploit vice.”)]

THE progress of the centuries is seen
in all the enlarged and improved activ-
ities of the race; but in nothing more
conspicuously than the better facilities
for disseminating news.

In early times the herald went about
with his pack of tidings from hamlet
to hamlet. The herald, the pursui-
vant, and the courier were the Mer-
curies of those days.

In the courtyard of Shushan is gath-
ered a company of footmen stript to
the waist and girt about the loins, and
of horsemen ready to mount at the sig-
nal. A royal proclamation giving im-
munity to the Jews who had been pre-
viously doomed to death has been

signed and sealed by Ahasuerus and
must be carried with all haste to the
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utmost borders of his realms. Yonder
through the gates they pass. Speed
ye! Rest not night nor day! The
lives of a nation depend upon your
faivhfulness.

The herald was succeeded by the
“ post, ” so-called from positus ; a refer-
ence to the fact that relays were placed
at intervals that the riders might be
expedited on their way. Hence the
nomenclature of our present postal sys-
tem. Themessenger wasa “ nostman, ”
the station was the “post-orfice, ” and
the superintendent in charge was a
“ postmaster, ” whose business was to
receive packets and provide horses for
a continuance of the journey. The
man who stood by the gate of Jerusa-
lem to receive the tidings of the battle
of the Wood of Ephraim was to all in-
tents a postmaster; and Ahimaaz and
Cushi, whom he saw approaching with
all haste, were postmen.

But many things have happened
since those days. It could not be that
the herald and the post should outlive
Lawrence Coster, Watt and his tea-
kettle, Franklin and his kite. “The
old order changeth. ” Out of the logic
and necessity of events has come the
newspaper. Its evolution from the
past is indicated in such titles as “The
Post, ” “The Herald,” “ The Courier, ”
“The Messenger, ” and “ The Mercury. ”
It was regarded as a marvelous thing
that the Emperor Dionysius was en-
abled as he sat in his throne-room to
hear through a system of brazen pipes
the gossip of his entire palace. In our
time it is the privilege of every man to
sit thus at an electric focus and listen
to the story of events transpiring at the
uttermost parts of the earth.

It is not uncommon to see a contrast
drawn between the power of the pulpit
and that of the p-ss. In point of
fact, however, there is no ground of
comparison, for the following reasons:

First: The Church is of divine ordi-
nance; in it God has promist to mani-
fest His personality and power in a
peculiar manner. Of all the lights

that shone in old Jerusalem, sunlight,
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moonlight, starlight, and the shining
of innumerable :amps in happy homes,
there was none to be compared for a
moment with the glory that shone be-
tween the wings of the cherubim above
the golden cover of the ark. This
was the Shekinah from which God had
promist toshow Himself and commune
with His people. It was the “pillar
of cloud by day and of fire by night. ”

Second : The function of the pulpit
is to declare the saving power of the
Gospel of Christ. We have nothing to
do with secular truth as such. All
truth is important ; in science, in phi-
losophy, in art. But the truth with
which men are vitally concerned is that
which points the way to the endless
life. If aman has fallen intoanabyss,
he may be greatly interested in what
his neighbors, leaning over the edge,
shall say about the weather and the
gossip of the town, butarope let down
for his deliverance will be of incom-
parably more importance to him.

Third : The church isa living organ-
ism through which the divine energy
is being applied to the ultimate regen-
eration of the race. Its symbol is in
the vision of Ezekiel :—the appearance
of wheels; wheels within wheels; a
living engine of power pervaded by a
divine spirit, so that “ whithersoever
the Spirit was to go, the wheels went,
for the Spirit was in them.” Here is
the great propaganda. Here is a fore-
gleam of the Master’s word, “Go ye
into all the world and evangelize.” By
the foolishness of preaching the nations
of the earth are to be brought to the
knowledge of Christ ; that so the whole
round world may every way be
“bound, as with gold chains about the
feet of God.”

But while we thus magnify the
power of the Christian pulpit—which,
by reason of the omnipotent God who
ordained it, has more strength in its
little finger than any secular institution
has in its loins—we may not depreciate
the magnificent power of the press.
Of all secular energies it stands easily
first. So much has been said upon this
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point, however, in the columns of the
newspapers themselves, that it will not
be necessary here to emphasize it.

It is a pleasure to pay tribute to the
magnificent service rendered by the
New York Times in the overthrow of
the Tweed régime. It seized upon that
great evil power as a man grasps a
serpent by the neck and strangles it.
So Theseus set forth under black sails
to slay the Minotaur; he followed the
monster through the intricate windings
of the Cretan labyrinth until he accom-
plisht his purpose, and won the accla-
mations of his people. That was in leg-
end ; but the strangling of this monster
of municipal corruption is matter of
history. Honor to whom honor
due.

The New York Tvibune some years
ago placed the church under obligation
by giving an extended report of the
transactions of the Evangelical Alli-
ance, which held its international con-
vention in thiscity. It was a verbatim
report; column after column, page
after page; a triumph of stenography
and the printer’s art. The churches
have not forgotten it, nor will they.

Aye, the press is a great power—for
good or for evil. This is the sorrow of
it. One of the newspapers just men-
tioned for noble service done in the in-
terest of truth and righteousness,
showed an equal spirit of enterprise in
publishing the most notorious divorce
case that has ever occurred in our an-
nals. Day after day it sent the reports
of that case into Christian homes. The
details were as vile and hateful as the
plague of frogs that came up into the
bedchambers and kneading-troughs of
Egypt. It is impossible to calculate
the far-reaching influence of that record
of shame. The press is, indeed, a tre-
mendous power, an incalculable pow-

er—for good or evil. Its influence is
like that of wealth, of which Hood
wrote :

is

“Gold! gold! gold! gold!
Bright and yellow, hard and cold;
Spurned by the young,but hugged by the old
To the very verge of the churchyard mold;
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Gold! gold! gold! gold!

Good or bad a thousandfold !

How widely its agencies vary—
To save, to ruin, to curse, to bless,
As even its minted coins express,

Now stampt with the image of good Queen
Bess,

And now of a Bloody Mary. "

One of the weighty sayings of John

Foster was this: “Power to the lasy

atom is responsibility.” Our friends

of the newspapers will not be able to
escape responsibility by saying that the
press is merely a colorless reflection of
public sentiment. The question is not
to be determined merely by the law of
demand and supply. We regulate the
trade in the common commodities of
life ; we donotallow the sale of watered
milk, or poisoned beer, or unmarkt
oleomargarin. Men and women want
opium and arsenic, but they are not
permitted to purchase them at will,

There are some things which can not
be left to the law of supply and de-
mand, but which must be determined
under a higher law : to wit, the public
good. Salus populi suprema lex. It is
to be hoped, moreover, that newspaper
men themselves do not take this view

of their vocation. Are they content

with the parrot-like function of echoing

the public mind? Nay, rather, they

make public opinion—they create sen-

timent. On this ground only can the

press claim to be a great public educa-

tor; but upon this ground it must also

meet the other tremendous fact that

responsibility is ultimately bound to

face the judgment-bar of God.

It is not my purpose here, however,
to dwell on the moral obligations of
the editorial fraternity. I wich par-
ticularly to emphasize the duty of
Christian peopl with respect to the
press. Much is being said just now as
to “the ideal newspaper.” An impres-
sion is given that Christian ministers
are calling for that. Leusnot be side-
tracked in this way. The “ideal” is
that which we have not got and are not
likely to get. We are not trying to
reach the unattainable. We are not
making unrcasonable demands. We
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simply ask that Christian people may
have a newspaper which they can read
with impunity and safely introduce
into their homes. Is that too much?
There are hundreds of thousands of
Christian people in this city. They
belong to the reading class, Their re-
lation to the press is purely voluntary.
They can not lay hands on the editor
and require him to honor God. They
can not stop the wheels of the presses;
but they are numerous enough to get
what they desire, if they rightly set
about it.

1. We want a newspaper that shall
be abreast of the times. It must pub-
lish the news. Christiansaboveall are
interested in current events. To them
history is the massing and combining
of energies in the interest of the king-
dom of Christ. Events are the rum-
bling of the chariot wheels. We are
interested in the Arbitration Treaty be-
cause of its bearing on the coming of
Christ. We want to know about the

Nicaragua Canal because it must be a
thoroughfare for the propagation of the

Gospel. We are profoundly concerned
in the suppression of the Armenian
persecution and in the overthrow of
Islam; in the development of Japan;
in the opening up of the dark conti-
pent; in the Tripartite Alliance and
the Eastern question, because these
events are marks of Christian progress.
We must keep track of legislation in
our national congress and in our vari-
ous comn: wealths, of municipal re-
form and of quick local transit, be-
cause they all have a more or less
important bearing upon the great ulti-
mate event. We must have the news.
Wherefore “prithee, ” good editor, as
Shakespeare says, “take the cork out
of thy mouth that we may drink thy
tidings. ”

II. Our newspaper must be truthful,
clean, and wholesome.

It must tell the truth. Time was
when the business of lying was sensa-
tional ; but it has been done to death.
The white lie and the black lie, cant,
humbug, exaggeration, mealy-mouthed
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pretense, understatement, overstate-
ment, and polite misrepresentation, all
have been worn to the marrow of the
bone. Hence the proverb that “If you
see it in the newspaper, it's not so.”
The reading public want the truth—
plain, unvarnisht truth. This would
be in the nature of a novelty; but the
other is flat, stale, and unprofitable.

As matters are, no character is safe.
Tho a man or woman be chaste as ice,
pure as snow, he shall not escape
calumny. Lethim pray the hyena tode-
liver him from the sensational reporter.

Who said that a man’s house is his
castle? The youth who covets promo-
tion on the reportorial staff on some
of our great newspapers must pass
through an apprenticeship of prurient
exploration, casting about for skeletons
in closets, prying into confidences,
pumping at domestic cesspools, and
measuring success by the number of
reputations he ruins, Not all areso;
but there are more than enough to war-
rant plain words. These are a genera-
tion of Peeping Toms, who glory in
their shame.

And if by mischance a man is in
public life, let him ask and expect no
mercy. The Philistines—the breath of
whose nostrils is falsehood and the
light of whose eyes is misrepresenta-
tion—are always upon him. It would
appear that citizens in public life are
as much entitled to fair treatment as
any other. They may as reasonably
claim the benefit of the Ninth Com-
mandment and the Golden Rule. But
the vials of vituperation are so lavisht
upon them that politics itself becomes
a stench. The people say: “There
must be fire where there is so much
smoke "—forgetting that it is the busi-
ness of certain newspapers to make
smoke without fire; and honest men,
fitted to lead in public affairs, loath to
expose themselves, suffer the govern-
ment to go by default into the hands
of lewd fellows of the baser sort.

But there are newspapers and news-
papers, and “we must discriminate.”
Granted. Nevertheless, the best is a
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sinner; and the fact remains that any
thing which is not actionable in law
passes as truth in the usual politics of
the press.

The newspaper for Christian people
and Christian homes must also be clean
and wholesome. When Charles Dick-
ens returned from his visit to Amer-
ica, he took occasion to speak in his
“American Notes” of the shameless
character of some of our newspapers.
He represented the newsboys calling,
“Here is your New York Sewer!” and
“Here is your Key-Hole Reporter!”
The American people were, at the time,
indignant beyond expression. Since
then, however, the public taste has
been greatly depraved, and lo, the New
York Sewer and the Key-Hole Reporter
are here. It is not necessary to give
them their proper names. One of them
was apparently anticipated by Shakes-
peare when he wrote :

Her tongue
Outvenoms all the worms of Nile; her breath
Rides on the posting winds, and doth belie
kings, queens,

Maids, matrons, nay, the secrets of the grave.

And Spenser was manifestly think-
ing of the other when he wrote :
Her face was ugly and her mouth distort,
Foaming with poison round about her gills,

In which her cemséd tongue, full short and
sharp,

Appear'd like asp his sting, that closely kills
Or cruelly does wound whomso she wills,
These are not newspapers ; they are
scavengers. And the others are not
blameless. Is there one that can con-
sistently say, “We print all and only
the news that is fit to read”? The
smell of the clothes-hamper is more or
less delicately over them all. 'We have
supped full on gossip! We are weary
unto death of the co-respondent. Why
should we be obliged to walk through
the columns of the newspaper, rather
than anywhere else, arm in arm with
men of the town and their concubines?
Why must we breathe the odors of gar-
bage and coagulated blood? Is it the
function of “the great publiceducator”
thus to pollute the air? Must it needs
pander to the lowest and basest?

Wanted : A Newspaper.

An American, resident for many

years in Paris, recently said to me:
“l am amazed that you permit such
personal scandals. The worst of our
Parisian papers, in comparison, shines
like a good deed in a naughty world !
We do not profess a Christian civiliza-
tion in France; neither do we allow
such license of the press. ”

III. The newspaper we want should

be non-religious. We do not ask a re-
ligious paper, nor do we expect it.
We may reasonably ask, however, that
the papers to which we give our volun-
tary patronage should treat with ordi-
nary respect the great truths which lie
close to the center of our hearts. God
and the Scriptures, the atonement of
Christ, the influence of the Holy Ghost,
revivals, home and foreign missions,
these are as our very blood and the
marrow of our bones. In self-respect
we are bound to insist on a courteous
attitude toward them. If a newspaper
were to impugn the fair name of my
mother, would 1 complacently suffer
it? But Christ and His religion are
dearer than any earthly relationship.
If we admit that our rewspaper need
not be religious, we demand, without
any equivocation, that it shall not
be anti-religious. It must not in any
wise oppose the Gospel which is so
dear to us,

In this view it would appear that the
newspaper which shall commend itself
to Christians shall honor the moral law.
The Fourth Commandment is part and
parcel of that law. There is not a
morning newspaper in New York city
which does not habitually, flagrantly,
defiantly violate the Sabbath. It is not
my purpose to speak just now of the
Sunday newspaper at any length; it
will suffice to say that it stands at the
head and front of the whole offending
in the matter of current and increasing
Sabbath desecration. We are askt by
newspaper men to lend them our influ-
ence to make the Sunday newspaper a

cleaner, better sheet. But they over-
look the fact that our objection is made,
not to the character of the Sunday
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newspaper, tho that is bad enough at
the best, but to the institution per se.
It is not possible to publish seven
issues of a secular newspaper without
seven days of continuous work. Nor
can any secular newspaper be publisht
on the Sabbath which shall not by the
introduction of secular news antagonize
the fundamental principle of Sabbath
rest. Itsecularizes ourholyday. But
while we thus strenuously object to
the Sunday newspaper, we are, under
present conditions, forced to be parti-
ceps criminis, 'We are obliged to take
six issues of a morning newspaper,
which has a Sunday edition, or fall be-
hind the times.

What shall we do? No proposition
has been made to start a new paper;
but stranger things have happened.
All enterprises have a beginning. Ifa
millionaire can come across the conti-
nent to New York city and invest his
money in a newspaper with an appar-
ent purpose of making ita great power
for evil, is it preposterous to suppose
that the heart of some Christian mil-
lionaire, who holds his money in trust
for God, shall be moved on occasion to
make a corresponding investment in
the interest of truth and righteousness?
But a more immediate possibility is that
one of our present newspapers may
withdraw its Sabbath issue in deference
to the sentiment of a multitude of peo-
ple who reverence the Lord’'s Day.
Should that occur, it would be the
manifest duty of Christian people, other
things beinyg equal, to lend their united
support. It is & good rule to honor
those who honor God. If the women
of the Christian churches would take
cognizance of those merchants who do
not advertise in the Sunday press and
give them preference in their patron-
age, that would be an argument of
great weight, And Christian people
would accomplish a great deal if they
would support such enterprises as man-
ifest a desire to honor the fundamental
precepts of morality and so subserve
the public weal.

(1) It should be the part of every
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Christian to attend to his individual
duty. Let him do right precisely as if
he were the only living man. *“One
with God is a majority.” To assume
that, because the newspapers have
come to stay, we had better accept the
situation, is to reason without regard
to the first principles of Christian
ethics. “Ye are the salt of the earth,
but if the salt have lost its savor, it is
thenceforth good for nothing but to be
cast out and trodden under foot of men, ”
“If every one would look to his own refor-
mation,
How easy it would be to reform the nation.”
(2) Letusuniteand act. “ Hendracht
maakt Macht.” If I throw a thousand
pounds of iron filings into the air, they
will descend as gently as snowflakes;
but if I weld them into a cannon-ball,
back it with a charge of powder, and
fire it from a columbiad, I can sink a
man-of-war with it. The people of
the churches have illimitable power, if
they choose to use it. So long as we
are willing to patronize the newspapers
asthey are, we shall get nothing better.
The sentiment of right-thinking people
should make itself heard and felt. Al-
most any suggestion is better than
none. Let us purge our consciences.
We are strong enough to have our way
in New York city; and New York
pitches the tune for the other cities of
the land. Let usunite andact! “We
must hang together, ” said John Han-
cock, in the Continental Congress.
“Aye,” responded a voice, “or we shall
hang apart.” Wherefore, let those
who are like-minded in this matter
unite and act.

“The flighty purpose never is o’ertook
Unless the deed go with it.”

A FAMILIAR PORTRAITURE.

By Rev. W. A. PERrINS [BAPTIST],
Beprorp, Omnro.

1 drew them with cords of a man, with
bands of love.—Hosea xi. 4.
TaE historic setting is the best intro-
duction to and illustration of this text.
God reminds the Hebrew people of
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His treatment toward tb m when in
Egypt—bringing ther ou of Egypt—
giving them a system of broad and pro-
fessedly popular education—a physi-
cian to them in their wrongs:

1. God in the Action of Great Solici-
tude: “Idrew them.”

There are two ways by which this
thought is confirmed :

(@ By Scripture.
ence.

God is represented in the Song of
Solomon as drawing us with the odor
of a great ointment.

“The whole of Christianity may be consid-
ered as an infinite expediency, devised by
the only wise God to dispossess our minds of
bad and unworthy thoughts of Him, and to
fix in our trembling bosoms confidence, which
should be the prineiple of our return to Him;
and thus to bring us to Him is the simple
design of the Gospel."— William Jay.

2. God drawing Man through the
Principle of Human Agency—* Cords
of a man.”

(a) God did this in the use of the
prophets.

(b) God did this in the Person of
Christ.

(¢) God is now doing this in the
Christian ministry.

(d) And this thought has its illustra-
tion, further, in the successful employ-
ment of the-following agencies: The
Young Men’s Christian Association ;
the Christian Endeavor Movement ; the
Baptist Young People’s Union; the
Epworth League; the King’s Daugh-
ters, etc., ete.

“The Thuringian miner’s son shall shake
the Roman Church to its foundations; the
Bedfordshire tinker shall write “Pilgrim’s
Progress”; the Northamptonshire cobbler
shall be the first man to lay foreign missions
upon the conscience of the modern Church.
Christ chooses His instruments where He
will; and it is not the Apostles’ business,
nor the busi of an lesiastic of any
sort, to settle his own work or anybody
else’s."—4. McLaren.

8. God Drawing Man through the
Principle of Spiritual Conditions:
“With bands of love. ”

(@) There is the voice of the inner
life, —telling of wrong, and pointing
to right and duty.

(b) By Experi-

The Gospel According to James.
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(b) There is the agency of the Holy
Spirit, —pointing to holy decisions.

Dr. Doddridge once said to his
daughter, “My dear, how is it that
everybody seems to love you?” She
answered, “I do not know, papa, un-
less it is that I love everybody.” Jesus
loves us, Shall we not love Him?

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
JAMES.
By Rev. J. A. Kerr Bamy, M.A.,
LIvVINGSTON, SCOTLAND.
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh

to you.—James iv. 8.

TresE words may be regarded as
James’s Gospel. It is a gospel which
is more inarticulate than it is inade-
quate. There is all his evangelic re-
serve in the words, but they mean the
certain evangelic verities. Beneath
them, I think, we can feel the recon-
ciliation resting upon atonement; in
them, I reckon, we can see both the
theory and the practise of an effectual
meeting between God and the soul.
They apply equally to the first meeting
in the soul’s history, or to any meet-
ing, however long after the first: we
must infer that the method is substan-
tially the same in both

I. The words, theu, as a Christian
gospel, imply this sad possibility :
That a man may be far off from God.

II. But the words, as gospel, further
involve this cheerful possibility : That
aman thus far off may come near to God.

III. And now the words, as a gospel,
crown themselves with the gracious
certainty : That when a man comes
near to God, God comes near to him.

We will not go far astray, then, as
it seems, if we say that, in the mind of
Jesus, nearness to God, in heart and
hand, is religion, and the divine readi-
ness of response to all human God-
wardness is the matchless pivot-jewel
of the religion of Christ. These imply
everything of gospel, and are the well-
spring of all that lofty ethical energy
which makes this man’s letter so re-
markable, even among New Testament
epistles.
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CHILDREN’S DAY SUGGESTIONS AND TEXTS.

I. Pertinent Facts.

1. FAMILY INTERESTS ARE A MAIN
ConcerN wiTH Us ALL.

(a) Prov. avii. 6, *Children’s chil-
dren are the crown of old men; and
the glory of children are their fathers. ”

(b) Psalm cxawvii, 4, 6, “As arrows
are in the hand of a mighty man, so
are children of the youth. Happy is
the man that hath his quiver full of
them ; they shall not be ashamed, but
they shall speak with the enemies in
the gate.”

(¢) Gen. 1. 21, “I will nourish you
and your little ones. ”

The natural affections of a man are
the ground of his main anxieties, and
these God meets as Joseph did.

2. FaMiLy CHARACTER I8 THE MosT
IMPORTANT FAMILY INTEREST.

(a) Deut. @v. 40, “Thou shalt keep
therefore his statutes, and his com-
mandments, which I command thee
this day, that it may go well with
thee, and with thy children after thee,
and that thou mayest prolong thy days
upon the earth, which the Lord thy
God giveth thee, forever,”

God’s promise of prosperous life is
made to parents who bring up their
children right, as well as to obedient
children. There is blessing in the
family.

(b) Josh. axiv. 15, “As for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord. ”

Thank God, we can choose righteous-
ness for our children, deciding how
they shall be brought up, tho we must
leave their later mature choice to them-
selves.

8. CHILDREN ARE THE Joy oF HOME.

(a) Gen. axx. 11, “And Leah said,
Happy am I, for the daughters will
call me blessed; and she called his
name Asher. ”

Joy of a mother in her child.

(b) Psalm cxiii. 9, “ A joyful mother
of chiidren.”

4. AL NeED THE CHILD SPIRIT.

(a) Matt. zvivi. 8, “Except ye be

converted, and become as little chil-
dren, ye shall not enter the kingdom
of heaven. ”

Only a childlike spirit can enter into
the kingdom.

(b) Matt. xiz. 14, “Of such is the
kingdom of heaven, ”

What does this mean? Compare 1
Cor. xiv. 20, “In malice be ye chil-
dren”; and 1 Pet. ii. 2, “ As new-born
babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby.

5. THERE 18 A HERITAGE OF FAITH,

(a) 2 Tim. 4. 5, “I call to remem-
brance the unfeigned faith that is in
thee, which dwelt first in thy grand-
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice ;
and I am persuaded that in thee also. "

(0) Psalm lzxviii. 6, “ That the gener-
ation to come might know them, even
the children which should be born, who
should arise and declare them to their
children., ”

The godly succession is the secret of
a Christian nation, as the educated suc-
cession is of civilization.

6. Gop Trusrs Us 10 Brine Up
CHILDREN,

Gen. aviti, 19, “I know him, that
he will command his children and his
household after him. ”

His confidence in us appears in in-
trusting to us this work.

7. Gop WaArcaEs OVER OUr CHIL-
DREN.

(a) Gen. zxi. 20, “God was with the
lad.”

God is with boys as well as men.

(b) Gen. l. 21, “Fear ye not: I will
nourish you and your little ones. ”

If Joseph said this to his brethren,
much more does God say it to us.

8. Curist 18 VERY TENDER WITH
THE YOUNG.

(a) Matt. ziz. 14, “Buffer little chil-
dren, and forbid them not, to come
unto me. ”

(b) Mark z. 14, “He was much dis-
pleased. "

Very seldom is it recorded that
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ing to Him,

unto him infants. ”
We can not. come to Jesus too early.

II. Duties of Parents.
1. Avoip HARSHNESS,

your children to anger, lest they be
discouraged.” Compare Eph. vi. 4,

2. Avorp INDULGENCE.

1 Sam. vit, 13, *He restrained them
not. ”

8. TeAacH THE CHILDREN.

(a) Deut. iv. 10, “1 will make them
hear my words, that they may learn to
fear me all the days that they shall live
upon the earth, and that they may
teach their children, ”

That we may do this teaching is one
main purpose for which God sustains
and protects us.

(b) Psalm lzaviii. 5, “ He establisht a
testimony in Jucob, and anpointed a
law in Israel, which he commanded
our fathers, that they should make
them known to their children. ”

This was an essential part of the
plan of the divine law.

4. NURTURE THE CHILDREN,

Exod. 4i. 9, “Take this child away,
and nurse it for me. ”

So says God to every mother.

5. Give THE CHILDREN FRANKLY
TAE BENEFIT OF YOUR EXPERIENCE.

Pealm lezviee, 4, “We will not hide
them from our children, showing to the
generation to come the praises of the
Lord, and his strength, and his won-
derful works that he hath done. ”

We ought to confess to our children
what has been the secret of the best

blessing and strength of life as we have
seen it.

III. Duties of Children.

1. SeEcure Lone LiFe.
(@) Deut. ». 16, “Honor thy father
and thy mother, as the Lord thy
God hath commanded thee; that thy

Children's Day Suggestions and Texts.

Christ was displeased ; this time it was
that men hindered children from com-

(¢) Luke avivi. 15, “They brought

Col. iii. 21, “Fathers, provoke not
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days may be prolonged, and that it
may go well with thee, in the land
which the Lord thy God giveth
thee, ”
(b) Eph. vi. 2, 3, “Honor thy father
and mother, which is the first com-
mandment with promise, that it may
be well with thee, and thou mayest
live long on the earth. ”

The springtime promise of youth.

2. BECURE BEAuty.

Prov. 1. 8, 9, “My son, hear the in-
struction of thy father, and forsake not
the law of thy mother; for they shall
be an ornament of grace unto thy head,
and chains about thy neck. ”

The true beauty of youth, in a just
analysis, is in the filial and docile
spirit; the straight, upright growth,
as of an unwarpt young tree, which
gives real promise.

8. BECURE A GUIDE, GUARD, AND
FRrIeND.

Prov, vi. 20, 22, “My son, keep thy
father’'s commandment, and forsake
not the law of thy mother. . . . When
thou goest, it shall lead thee; when
thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and
when thcu awakest, it shall talk with
thee. ”

(1) Guide; (2) Guard; (8) Coun-
selor.

4. Secure THE Most Viran IN-
TERESTS,

Prov, i. 13, “Take fast hold of in-
struction; let her not go; keep her,
for she is thy life. ”

5. UNDERSTAND TrRUE WisDoM,

Matt. . 16, 19, “ Whereunto shall
I liken this generation? It is like unto
children sitting in the market-place.
. . . But wisdom is justified of her
children.”

The children of wisdom and the
children of the market-place.

6. UNDERSTAND TRUE PIETY.

Eph. vi. 1, “Children, obey your
parents in the Lord. ”

The fifth commandment is thought
by some to belong to the first table of
the law, as filial reverence and obedi-

ence have always been a part of true de-
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and make my heart glad, that I may
answer him that reproacheth me.”

No man’s life is a failure who has
brought up asonright. A fathercraves
this success as his best justification.

8. BE TENDER TO YOUR MOTHER.
Prov. axivi, 22, “Despise not thy

oy

mother when she is old.”

voutness of character. “Pius Aneas,”
celebrated by Virgil, was pious be
cause devoutly reverent to his aged
father. Filial reverence is the most
devout element of Chinese religion.

7. SHow GRATITUDE
FATHER,

Prov. axvii. 11, “My son, be wise

T0 YOUR

HINTS AT THE MEANING OF TEXTS.

[The “Hints" entered below with a pseudraym and * are entered in competition for the
prizes offered in the November number of . g HoMmiLeric REviEw for 1805 (see page 476).
Our readers are askt to examine them critically from month to month in order to be able
to vote intelligently on their comparative merits,

The printing of the “Hints" for the prizes offered by Tae HomiLeTic Review, which was
begun in December, 1895, closes with the present (June) number of Tue Review. Those who
are entitled to vote in deciding which are best in the various classes will find the conditions
stated in Tre Review for December, 1895, on page 476, and the conditions with the direc:

tions for sending in their votes in the Editorial Bection of the present number. ]

HINTS FOR CHILDREN’S SER-
,MONS.

I'rom the fig-tree learn her parable.—
Matt, xxiv. 82.

Osject : a common leaf.—A leaf a
common object, but like all common
things, full of interest when we stop
to listen to its story. A great many
forms and sizes of leaves.

The leaves have a work to do; they
are the lungs of the trees. They are
useful in a great many ways ; medicine,
roofs, hats, fans, all made from them.
When they die they cover the flowers,
and keep them warm, and enrich the
earth. Many interesting things in the
Bible said about leaves.

Learn the following lessons from the
leaves all about us.

I. The goodness of God in giving so
freely these blessings for which we
never think to thank Him, We could
not live without the leaves on the trees.

II. All God makes is for a purpose;
all have a work to do. The leaves
have, and so have the children.

III. Learn, as Christ told those He
spoke to, not only the coming of
summer, but the coming of Christ as
well. 1f you want to be better, if you
feel sorry for bad deeds, if you hear a
voice within, know that Christ is near
your heart, and receive Him.

D. Uros.*

Little Lambs.

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he
shall gather the lambs with his arm,
and carry them tn lis bosom.—Isa.
xl 11.

LirrLE lambs too young to keep up.
Leaving them would be fatal.

I. Little Lambs’ Danger.

1. Lions, bears, wolves.

2. Satan a “roaring lion, " after boys
and girls. His claws and teeth are :

(@) Naughty  thoughts — anger,
hatred.

() Naughty words—lying, swear-
ing.

(¢) Naughiy deeds — disobedience,
stealing.

II. Little Lambs’ Deliverance.

1. The Good Shepherd, like David,
kills the lions, bears, etc.

Jesus destroys Satan, sin, death, ete.

2. The good Shepherd gathers and
carries His lambs, etc.

III. Little Lambs’ Food.

1. Milk, pasture. — Psalm
God’s Word, prayer, etc.

2. Lambs must eat or die,

1V. Little Lambs’ Fold.

1. The fold (describe it). The
church, Sunday-school, Jr. C. E., ete.

2. The better fold is heaven. Danger
all past.

In conclusion remember :

1. Bad lambs run into danger.

xxiii,
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2. Good lambs keep near the shep-
herd.

8. Do you love the Good Snhepherd
Jesus for deliverance, food, and fold?

Note.—Here all sing, “I am Jesus' little
lamb.”

Musicus.*

HINTS FOR COMMUNION SER-

MONS.
Value of the Eucharist.

And it came to pass, as he sat at meat
with them, . . . their eyes wereopened
and they knew him.—Luke xxiv,
30-31.

I. Steps already taken with “eyes
holden.”

1. These men were disciples—be-
lievers, who yet were troubled with
doubts.

2. Had received
Christ, v. 27.

3. Hearts were quickened and in-
spired, v. 32.

II. Eyes opened. How a blessing?

1. They knew Christ as a risen
Savior.

2. New light thrown on their pre-
vious knowledge.

8. Their worship becomes spiritual-
ized.

They cease to “trust that it had been
he that should have redeemed Israel”
as an earthly ruler, and get a glimpse
of a larger and nobler redemption.

III. How were their eyes opened?

1. Christ was invited to eat with
them. More intimate association with
Him thus afforded.

2. His blessing was given.

A right partaking with Christ of
this supper will open our eyes and en-
large our vision. SACRED DEsk, *

instruction from

Ebenezer.

Then Samuel took a stone and set 1t
between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the
name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto
hath the Lord helpt us.—1 Sam. vii. 12.

1. MEN often get into difficulties
through their own misconduct and
then ask God to help them out.

Samson did. So did Jonah. 8o did

Hints at the Meaning of Texts. 525

Jacob. God commanded Israc! to de
stroy all the rebel tribes.—Deut, xx
16-18. They did not do so, hence these
difficulties.

2. God in His infinite mercy often
delivers those unworthy of it. Lot de-
livered out of Sodom. Why? Notbe
cause of merit but because of mercy. —
Gen. xix. 19.

Manasseh brought back to Jerusalem
from captivity.—2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13,

Israel at Red Sea. At Mizpeh.

8. After deliverance should come
public acknowledgment.

Noah's sacrifice.—Gen. viii. 20-22.
Israel’s triumphant passage over the
Jordan.—Jos. iv. 1-9. At Mizpeh.

Ebenezer an interpretation of past
deliverances, and a prophecy of future
good. SHAMGAR.*

HINTS FOR FUNERAL SERMONS.

Faith, Not Fear, the Right Attitude
Toward Death.

Be not afraid, only believe.—Mark v. 80.

SomMeE of the richest sayings of
Christ’s were suggested by the event
of death. Seen in the death of Laz-
arus, the ruler's daughter, His own
death. The words of the text fittingly
apply :

1. To those who are called to suffer
death. Faith prepares for death—

(1) By making God’s presence real.

(2) By appropriating the promises.

(3) By overcoming fear.

(4) By bringing the assurance of a
blessed resurrection.

2. The text applies also to those
who have been bereaved by death.

(1) It leads one to recognize God's
hand in the event.

(2) It brings the needed strength to
bear sorrow.

(8) It looks forward to a time of re-
union. Troea. *

Support in Affliction.
Underneath are the everlasting arms.—
Deut. xxxiii. 27.

CONFIDENCE is comfort.
I. The arms of God are arms of —
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1. Strength—*Thou hast a mighty
arm. "— Psalm Ixxxix. 13,

Hence, support—*“Thy right hand
upholdeth me. ”"—Psalm Ixiii. 8.

2. Knowledge—*“He knoweth our
frame, ” etc. —Psalm ciii. 14.

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver, ”
etc.—2 Peter ii. 9.

3. Love—A “stretcht-out” arm.

4. Peace, rest.—Isa. xxvi. 8.

II. The arms of God are under-
neath—

1. The tempted.

2. The weak in faith—Peter.

3. The dying.

4. The -orrowing.

III. Trials and afflictions are to
bring us to the everlasting arms.

1. To the believer, reminding him
of the everlasting arms,

2. To the unfaithful, reclaiming.

3. To the unbeliever, reducing.

4. To all, returning.

The * hereafter” view will reveal all.

MATHETES. *

HINTS FOR MISCELLANEOUS
SERMONS.

Religious Tramps.

Why gaddest thou about so much to
change thy way? Thou shalt also be
ashamed of Egypt as thou wast of
Assyria.—Jer. ii. 86.

Ir the religious tramp is not a peril,
he is certainly not a profit to the
church. The religious tramp lacks
singleness of purpose. Flexible rather
than firm, he resembles willow more
than oak., He is as variable as the
wind and unstable as water. Fickle
and fastidious, he eats his spiritual
food at one place to-day and in another
to-morrow. Notice some of the causes
which produce this class of wanderers,
going toand fro in the earth, and walk-
ing up and down the aisles of our
churches.

1. A desire to hear some new thing.

2. A spirit of petulancy and peevish-
ness. They get up a “miff-tree. ”

8. Pride and sentimentality.

They like to be counted among the

Sermonic Section.
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worshipers at Dr. Blank’s church.
There are ro many blessed memories
around the old church home, they dis-
like to sever their connection, etc.

4. Backsliding.

Of all men, the backslider is most
miserable. There is reason for his
tramping not to be found elsewhere.
Let this man hear the word : “ Return,
ye backsliding children, and I will
heal your backslidings. ”

May the tribe of religious tramps
decrease. Konia. *

Gospel of the Star.
For we have seen his star in the East, and
are come hither to worship him.—
Matt. ii. 2.

1. Tue Story.
1. The time.
Universal peace.
Magi. Herod. Scribes.

Roman domination.

2. Persons.
Child.

3. Expectations.
great advent.

4. Star. Meteor? Comet? Special
creation? No. Conjunction of Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, dircovered by Kepler
in 1604. Occurs every eight centuries.

II. Its Teachings.

1. There is an East to every one in
which the star appears.

Conjunction of three luminaries:
Word. Striving Spirit. Awakened
conscience.

2. When the star is recognized, true
wisdom to follow.

8. Ifrejected, the conditions of guid-
ance fail, and the conjunctive planets
separate. Examples: Herod, Pilate,
Felix, Agrippa.

4, The terminus of the star is the
Christ.

Not creed, but Christ. Not picture,
but person. Not experiment, but ex-
perience.

All looking for

Come the old to learn to worship Him with
aged Melcher,

Youth, with young Caspar. Mature withripe
Belthazar,

“We have seen his star.”
wants to see anything else?
Moon obscured by sunshine.

‘Who

Who
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when light of star is available?

JonN, *

Shields of Gold.

He carried away also the shields ¢ gold
which Solomon had made.—2 Chron.
xii. 9.

Taese shields may stand for those
things in human life which are to be
regarded as valuable for what they are
in themselves and what they may be-
come to the individual.
we may mention

I. A good name.

A man can better afford to be a
ditch-digger than to rise in the world
at the cost of conscience and sacrifice
of manhood. There more than

Among these,

is

Texts and Themes of Recent Sermons.

1. The Christian Knight's Armor: an Easter
Sermon to the Knights Templar,
“Put on the whole armor of God."—

Eph. vi. 11. By J. M. Wright, D.D,
Anderson, Ind. - !

2. Results of a Promise Kept. “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of
the wocld.”--Matt, xxviil. 20. By Rev.
Morgan A. Peters, York, Pa.

8. The Mistakes of Conscience, “I verily
thought with myself that I ought to
do many things contrary to the name
of Jesus of Nazareth.,"—Acts xxvi. 9.
By Rev. James Heaney, Shamokin, Pa.

4. Messages from the Cross: the Cry of Hu-
manity., “After this, Jesus knowing
that all things were now n(‘.comrlism,
that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
saith: I thirst.”—John xix. 28, By
George A. Gordon, D.D., Boston, Mass,

5. The Cure of Moral Leprosy. “Be thou

clean,”—Matt. viii, 8. ,%Rev, Edward
g. lﬂpaldlng, L.H.D,, n Francisco,
al.

6. The Ohristian’s Responsibility. “Asthou
hast sent me into the world, even so
have 1 also sent them into the world.”
—John xvii. 18. By Rev. William P.
Merrill, Chicago, Tii.

7. A Nation at Prayer. “Iexhort, therefore,
that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men; for kings, and for all
that are in authority.”—1 Tim. ii. 1, 2,
By T. De Witt Talmage, D.D., Wash-
ington, D. C.

8. The Trials of the Minority. “Then all
the disciples forsook Him and fled.”—

Matt. xx. 5 6. By Rev. Myron Reed,
Denver, Colo.

Hints at the Meaning of Texts.

wants moonshine of worldly pleasure
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one sort of Sardis where we may be
defiled.

11. Purity of individual life.

Impurity is weakness. Purity is
power. The inexorable law of life is
this : * Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” No man will go
to live in Sodom who does not pitch
his tent that way.

III. Precepts and principles of God's
Word.

The truth is given to make us free.
The only salvation for him who would
walk uprightly, live pure, and be true
to the highest instincts of his being is
to hide the divine word in his heart.

IV. Faith.

This is the golden shield.
is the sword.
handle.

The word
Faith must grasp the
Konig.*

Themes for Pulpit Treatment.

1. The Wearying of Omnipotence, (“Hear
ye now, O house of David; is it a small
thing for you to weary men, but will ye
weary my God also?"—Isa. vii. 13.)

2, The Joy of Christian Altruism. (“Yea,
and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and
service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice
with you all., For the same cause also
ﬂo 1ye {oy), and rejoice with me,”—Phil,

. 17, 18,

8. Used and Castaway. (“Wherefore it
shall come to pass that when the Lord
hath performed his whole work upon
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will
punish the fruit of the stout heart of
the King of Assyria and the glory of his
high looks."—Isa. x. 12.)

4, The Resurrection Life of the Redeemed.

“If the Spirit of him that raised up
esus from the dead dwell in you, he
that raised up Christ {rom the dead
shall also quicken your wortal bodies
by his Spirit that dwelletl in you,"—

Rom, viii, 11.)

5. The Education of Divine Judgment.
(“The Egyptians shall know that I am
the Lord, when I stretch forth my hand
upon Egiypl. and bring out the children
or Israel from among them.”—Ex, vii.
5.)

. The Abiding Impulse of Sincere Affec-
tion. (“And David said, Is there an
yet that is left of the house of Saul,
that I may show him kindness for Jona-
than's sake?"—2 Bam. ix. 1.)

7. The Abundant Wealth of Poverty. (“In

a great trial of affliction, the abundance
of their joy and their deeg Poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liber-
ality,”—2 Cor, viil, 2.)
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SEED-THOUGHT SECTION.
SUGGESTIONS FROM EXPERIENCE.

The Value to Pastors of a Continued
Study of the Scriptures in the
Original Languages.

3y Evgene H. Avery, D.D., ViIN-
TON, IowA.

It might be thought needless, even
superfluous, to discuss this subject but
for the fact now and then disclosed
that some pastors neglect such studies.
For this reason it can not be deemed
amiss to speak a plain word about it
occasionally. We will take time for
ouly the most concise suggestions,

1. There is value in the reading of
any document in another language than
that which is most familiar. Such a
practise is helpful, illuminating. At-
tention is arrested. Thought is fixed.
Instead of slipping along easily over
words and phrases which we seem to
understand as a matter of course, we
find ourselves caught and held a mo-
ment by a term or expression which
does not yield all its meaning at first
glance. We stop to think, to inquire,
What does that mean? We are con-
strained to look at the sentence a second
time, and with care. If we are driven
to the dictionary, all the better. Before
we leave the passage probably we have
caught from it a significance, a shade
of meaning, or an allusion or bearing
which we never observed before.

Some measure of this advantage may
be secured by consulting another and
independent version in the same lan-
guage. Forinstance, the Revised Ver-
sion of the Bible, or such renderings
as those by Moses Stuart of Romans
and Hebrews, or by Conybeare and
Howson of all the Pauline Epistles.

I might safely leave the question to
any person who makes use of German or
French, whether the reading of psalm,
gospel, or epistle in one of those lan-
guages does not always open out fresh
lines of thought, and suggest relations

of truth which might else have re-
mained undiscovered. If that be true
respecting modern tongues, which
stand but on a level with our own, much
more may profit of this kind be derived
from the reading of divine truth in
those languages which were honored of
the Lord as the medium of revelation.
One can not read attentively a chapter
of Matthew or Paul, in the words which
Matthew and Paul wrote, without being
struck and stimulated by tones and
shades of meaning which he would never
catch by perusal of his English Bible.

2. Itisimportant to keep up some ac-
quaintance with the original languages
of revelation in order to make the most
profitable use of commentaries. Here
is just where a good many young min-
isters are apt to slip. Why, they say,
men of the finest ability and scholar-
ship have given us the fruits of their
life-long toils in volumes of exegesis.
May we not save time by taking and
using the treasures thus made ready to
our hand?

Plausible, but there are objections.
It is not advisable for any person to de-
pend on crutches when he might walk
on his own feet and gain strength
thereby. Again, such is the imperfec-
tion of human speech that you are liable
to misunderstand your commentator.
Cut out one element of uncertainty by
going back to the same sources from
which he drew, to search and draw for
yourself.

Furthermore, your exegetes will dif-
fer more or less among themselves,
according to their mental characteris
tics or the schools to which they belong.
At any rate, you are not prepared to
keep your teacher company, or to enter
into his argument upon fine points of
doctrine, unless you have some knowl-
edge of the etymology and force of the
words to which he is constantly refer-
ring.
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As to this whole business of com-
mentaries, let me simply express the
conviction that there is mischief and
weakness in relying too much upon
them. Ionceheardaprominent clergy-
man say in a strong address: “[Let
your commentaries stand on the shelves,
but keep your Greek Testament on your
study-table.”

8. Close hereby lies another impor
tant consideration for every pastor. Our
topic specifies “the value to pastors,”
etc. Every pastor is to a great extent
the exegete and commentator for his
parish. Every day he is liable to be
approacht by some Bible-reading eld-
er, or earnest Sunday-school teacher, or
studious lad, with a question : “ What
does this verse mean?” or, “What is
the exact significance of the original
word in such or such a passage?” 1
know at least one pastor who has had
that experience repeatedly.

Now it may be thought sufficient if a
pastor thus interviewed is prepared to
reply that Barnes or Ellicott or Lange
or Meyer gives this or that interpreta
tion. How much better, both for your
questioner’s satisfaction and for your
own reputation among observant peo
ple, if you are able to give an answer
on the ground of your own researches !
To be able to do that is worth a month’s
study for each instance. And occa-
sions may be frequent. Many times a
debate over a passage of seeming ob-
scurity or ambiguity is easily settled
by simply explaining that the very
form of some word in the original fixes
the meaning and connection definitely.
This might readily be illustrated toany
extent.

4. Care, that industrious care which
the high and holy business of inter-
preting the divine oracles demands,
would save preachers from many a mis-
leading and humiliating error. Count-
less sermons are built upon something
which has no existence in the texts
used. And there is likely to be some
hearer present intelligent enough to
discover the fault. For example, I
once heard a good man discoursing ear-
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nestly from the text: “To the poor the
Gospel is preacht.” And he thought
it proper to spend some minutes at the
outset in emphasizing the importance
of preaching in distinction from read-
ing sermons. When it happens that
the word “ preach” is not found in the
original text. “The poorare evangel-
ized.” If the dear man had read his
Greek Testament he would not have
thus wasted his time.

5. There are still more weighty con-
siderations. There are themes and doc-
trines in the investigation of which no
student can rightly feel sure of his
footing, and tread firmly, without get-
ting back to the words employed by
the Holy Ghost in instructing man
kind. Suchare the teachings of the New
Testament regarding sin, repentance,
forgiveness, and conversion. Take for
another, an important, example such a
verse as 2 Pet. iii. 9, “Not willing
that any should perish, ” combined
with 1 Tim. ii. 4, “Who will have all
men to be saved.” 1t is only by open-
ing your Greek Testament that you
can securely make your way among
these words of seeming ambiguity, and
meet the false teachings which have
sometimes been based upon superficial
reading of these and allied passages.

6. The constant handling of the word
of the Lord in the original is wonder-
fully fruitful in pulpit themes and
rich in sermon material. No other
study is equal to this for the clamant
demands of the minister’'s work. Let
a man go quarrying into a Hebrew
page, or thread the intricacies of some
of Paul’s sentences, and it will be
strange indeed if he does not find his
mind started along trains of thought
which will be worth more to his pulpit
than the best advertised volume of
“Sermon Outlines” or “ Pulpit Helps.”
Let us stand on our own feet, and do a
little thinking of our own. Let us by
our own investigations, with the help
of the Holy Spirit, bring out of the
treasure of the word things new and old.

As to the amount of study that
should be devoted to the line now un-
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der consideration, of course no rule can
be laid down. It will and should vary
according to the man and the field. I
believe it safe to say this. Every pas
tor of a Presbyterian church who has
enjoyed at the outset the advantages
of college and seminary ought to, and
can, maintain at least sufficient ac
quaintance with his Hebrew to read or
dinary passages with some study and
to make intelligent use of his com-
mentaries. And inthe New Testament
he should be able to read freely and to
collate texts in Greek without difficul-
ty. Only by one process can this fa-
cility be attained and kept. That is
by daily use of the splendid original.
The excellent motto of Apelles in train-
ing for his art, “No day without a
line, ” would be a capital rule for the
young minister with the Greek Testa-
ment lying on his study-table.

Regarding the use to be made in
public of the spoils won in these stud-
ies, care is to be exercised. We must
shun the seeming pedantry of frequent
reference to the Hebrew and Greek.
And we must not be so free with our
corrections of the English version as
to awaken doubts of its trustworthi-
ness. Sometimesa point may be cleared
up or a truth enforced by a frank state-
ment of the precise turn of a word in
the original. But, as a general thing,
the fruits of research will best appear
in the preacher’s clearer thought, broad-
er views, and larger life.

One of the striking utterances of Dr.
R. D. Hitchcock to our seminary class
was this: “After all, the Dark Ages
were not so very dark, nor the Middle
Ages so very middling.” After the
same manner of speaking we may say
that the “dead languages” are not so
very dead. Any student of average
ability may, by patient and continued
application, make himself fairly well
acquainted with the speech of David
and Jesus. And by persistent fidelity
to such study we may all make the
contents of these precious pages in-
deed, as Stephen called them, “the
lively oracles.”
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The Use and Abuse of Texts.

By Rev. TaoMAS CHALMERS MAR-
SHALL, AUBURNDALE, FLA.

No problem of greater moment con-
fronts the Christian ministry of to-day
than how to increase the efficiency of
the pulpit. It is clear that the solution
of this problem involves, first of all, a
candid recognition of the weak points
in pulpit methods. There is one evil
of present-day preaching which is
probably doing more than any other
thing to lower the pulpit in the estima-
tion of practical, earnest people: the
careless or deliberate misuse of the lan-
guage of the Bible by those who are
its profest expounders.

What a revelation it was to some of
us when we were introduced to the
methods of sermonizing practist and
indorst by respected clergymen. In
our unsophisticated state of youth we
thought of a preacher as one who aimed
solely to declare the word of God, and
we were influenced by this conception
in the choice of our life-work. When
we went up to the School of the
Prophets, the scales began to drop from
our eyes. We found that there were
two distinct departments in theological
training. In the one we were con-
cerned with the acquisition of Biblical
knowledge ; in the other, with the ap-
plication of our knowledge. Inthe one
we learned the meaning of the texts we
were to use; in the other, how to ma
nipulate these texts so as to shape them
into sermons—the preacher’s “chief end
of man.” On one side of the house we
were taught that the Bible is the word
of God, the smallest detail of its lan
guage deserving our closest study ; on
the other side we were playfully told
not to scrutinize the Greek too closely,
lest in so doing we spoil some “good
sermons. ” That is to say, under the
heavy pressure which is brought to
bear on the preacher to furnish his peo-
ple with attractive sermons, he is
granted a sort of homiletical license
to use his text not exclusively in the
light of what it means, but of what it
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may mean or can be made to mean. It
would be manifestly unjust to hurl a
common condemnation at the modern
pulpit, which exhibits an average of
strength and earnestness, but the prac-
tise of textual jugglery is becoming so
widespread that it can not be too clearly
exposed nor too severely censured.
Too often with the preacher of to-day
the consummation of hisart isattained,
not when he interprets to the people
the passage before him, and applies it
to their lives, but when he surprises
them with some unthought-of and in-
genious adaptation of it.

A minister of acknowledged merit
discoursed, not long since, on “The
Fire on the Shore.” The climax of
his sermon was a fanciful parallel be-
tween the landing of the disciples and
the arrival of Christians on “the other
shore.” “We shall all reach the shore
of another world if we are Christ’s
chosen and faithful servants. Some
may come struggling through the wa-
ter as Peter did. . . . Weshall find all
we need ready. We will be allowed
to bring of the fishes we have taken.”

Another preacher used the subject,
“Joseph's Wagons—God’'s Wagons, ”
His points were: * God's wagon of
light”; “God’s wagon of autumnal
bounty”; “God’s wagon of salvation
driven down through all the ages by
a flaming evangel called the Gospel.”
The likeness of the creator of this re-
markable sermon was displayed in a
leading daily paper for the wonder and
admiration of the public.

Rev. Dr. T, DeWitt Talmage, recent-
ly, in beginning his work in Washing-
ton, preacht on the compassing cloud
of witnesses, Heb. xii. 1, and drew the
theme, “All Heaven Looking On”;
directing the gaze of his hearers to the
galleries of heaven, from which the
King, the angels, the prophets, apos-
tles, and martyrs were pictured as look-
ing down. Yet it would be heartless
to apply exegetical scissors to the doc-
tor's wings.

So we find that one man draws from
“all things work” a lesson of industry ;
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another finds in “consider the lilies”
authority for a fine-spun analogy be.
tween lily-growth and spiritual life; a
third makes the “contrary winds” on
the Sea of Galilee the basis of a dis-
cussion of the adverse moral winds
which wreck young lives in our
cities.

Now the discouraging feature in the
case is that not only is this style of
preaching very much in vogue, but few
seem to see anything wrong with it.
People are blind to faults in preaching
which they would quickly detect in
any other kind of discourse. The po-
litical speaker receives attention only
80 long as he makes at least a show of
logic; the interpreter of Shakespeare
must make an honest attempt to repro-
duce histhought ; but a minister of the
Gospel, the good news of universal
blessing, often does not hesitate to ap-
propriate & clause or a sentence from
the Bible, infuse into it & meaning of
his own, and bring it to his people as
a message from God, while few, if
any, question the legitimacy of the
procedure. The man is only preach-
ing. The people even admire and ap-
plaud the one thing they ought to con-
demn. The sermon is a sort of sleight-
of-hand performance, the preacher a
kind of magician, and the auditors
are delighted to see how many strange
things can be produced from an empty
hat.

The following are probably the chief
causes of the existing superficiality in
textual treatment :

1. The want of a clear conception of
the value and purpose of the text.
Ideally, it is the preacher’s authority
and basis for his message ; practically,
it is often only the starting-point for a
journey, the pier from which he sets
sail.

2. The lack of sound exegetical
training.

8. Sheer laziness. Many an inviting
text proves to have been a mirage when
carefully examined. Why, then, ex-
amine it?

4, Custom. Successful preachers
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regularly practise accommodation, and
the younger men follow unquestion-
ingly in their footsteps. Vox Populi
becomes Vox Dei.

6. The pressure of ministerial duties.

6. The lack of reverence for the
Bible.

7. The temptation to display inge-
nuity.

8. The desire to treat of extra-Bibli-
cal themes.

‘What would be the result were min-
isters hereafter to confine themselves to
such use of their texts as is warranted
by sound principles of interpretation?
The most terrifying result would be the
annihilation of countless “ good ser-
mons.” The proverbial barrels would
in many cases become kegs, but, we
venture to say, kegs of gunpowder in
place of barrels of sawdust.

The gains from such a revolution of
method would beincalculable. On the
part of the pulpit, there would ensue
an increase of self-respect, of that in-
definable strength which is born of
conviction, of freshness and wearing
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power, and of general effectiveness
among substantial people; on the part
of the people, there would result a
great advance in spirituality and relig-
ious intelligence.

There is no need, much less any ex-
cuse, for employing cunning devices to
draw attention to our message. The
Gospel is still the power of God, and
of 1t let us not be ashamed. We are
not pleading for the old-fashioned doc-
trinal sermons, nor for dry, prosaic
preaching, but for such honest, earnest,
manly treatment of the Bible as be-
comes those who count themselves am-
bassadors of Christ.

Can we offer husks to men who hun-
ger for bread? Can we afford to spend
the few moments we have in the pul-
pit in exhibitions of mental gymnas-
tics? Our sermons are making or
marring lives, drawing men to God or
repelling them from Him. Who will
take the responsibility of distorting
God’smessage? Let us preach * Christ
crucified, ” and leave our reputation in
the hands of God.

SIDE LIGHTS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES.

FROM HISTORY.

By JaMes M. Luprow, D.D., L.H.D.,
East OrANeE, N. J.

The children of this world are in their
generation wiser than the children of
light.—Luke xvi, 8.

In the reign of James IL it was said
that the Lord Treasurer’s office was
worth “some thousand pounds to him
who, after his death, would go to heav-
en; twice as much to him who would
go to purgatory; and no one knows
how much to him who would adventure
a worse place.”

We exhort . . . that with quietness
they work.— Thess, iii. 12.
Louis Kossuth, reviewing the mar-
velous activities of his life, the renown

of which filled the world, said :
“If I had to choose my place among the

forces of nature, do you know what I would
choose to be?! I would be dew, that falls
silently and invisibly over the face of nature,
trampt under foot, and unconsidered, but
perpetually blessing and refreshing all forms
of life,”

Without (the eity) whosoever loveth and

maketh a lie.—Rev, xxii. 15.

The cover of an ancient sewer-drain
in Rome was called “Bocca della Ver
ita, ” perhaps with the thought of the
witty architect, who regarded things
untrue as like the foul water, which
should be ejected from the city as
quickly as possible.

Count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations.—James i. 2.
Chrysostom, speaking of the terrible

temptations the Christians endured in

the fourth century with pagan customs
and anti-Christian laws about them,
said, nevertheless, “They have no sad-
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Side Lights from

ness ; they wage war with the devil as
if they were playing.”

Take us the foxes, the little foxes.—Solo-

mon’s Song ii. 15.

We read in Scandinavian mythology
that the friends of the good Balder
begged of Odin that all things should
be rendered harmless to him. There-
upon Frigga, Odin’s wife, summoned
fire, water, iron, stones, ecarth, trees,
beasts, birds, serpents, and compelled
them to take oath never to hurt Balder.
The mistletoe-bush was, however, over-
lookt by the complacent Frigga. “I
thought it, ” said she, “too small and
insignificant to take the oath.” Loki,
Balder’s enemy, heard of this omission,
and made a tiny arrow of mistletoe
wood. The hostile gods threw stones
and trees at Balder, but they fell harm-
less at his feet. Then the little dart of
mistletoe pierced his heart.

Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
—James iv. 7.

0ld Saw —“The devil tempts all;
but the idle tempt the devil. ”

The one talent. —Matt. xxv. 15.

The Abbé de Saint-Pierre was a man
of great influence for good during the
eighteenth century. Modern languages
owe to his coinage, and still more to
his enstamping it with his own exam-
ple, the word “beneficence.” The his-
torian Martin says of him:

“He was a pure soul, a writer without
talent, of a mind little elevated, but in
which an indefatigable love of the public
good took the place of genius,”

Perhaps the foremost of the mission-
aries sent to China from the English
Church i8 —— ——, Just after his
consecration his bishop remarkt :

“Such a man should not, I suppose, be
sent out. But who knows but that the Lord
may have aomethl.ng for him to do?®"

The fool hath said in his heart, There 18

no God.—Psalm xiv. 1.

Diderot said :

“It is commonly in the night-time that the
mists arise which obscure in me the exist-
ence of God: the rising of the sun never fails
to scatter them,”
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There is none that doeth good.—Psalm
xiv. 1.

Said Louis Kossuth, when he realized
that he had come near to the end :
“When on the brink of the grave a man

makes up his account, the balance is always
on the wrong side,.”

The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her, so that he shall have no
need of spoil. —Prov. xxxi, 11,

St. Elizabeth of Hessia, in the ab-
sence of her husband from home, lived
as an ascetic, clothed in coarse attire,
and giving her time to prayer and med-
itation. Upon his return she as relig-
fously clothed herself in her princely
array, and won the praise of the court
for her beauty and grace. This, she
said, she did from love to Christ, that
her husband might never be tempted to
other than his true conjugal love, which
he had plighted to her in the Lord.

Many daughters have done virtuously,
but thow excellest them all.—Prov.
xxxi. 20.

Libanus, the pagan, when he met
the mother of Chrysostom, exclaimed,
“ What women these Christians have 1”

FROM SCRIPTURE METAPHORS.

By Rev. Tromas P. Hueugs, D.D.,
New York Crry.

Tur Pascuan Lams, — Ohrist our
passover 18 sacrificed for us.—1 Cor. v.
7. There is a full account of the origi-
nal institution of the Passover in Exod.
xii. 1-51, and of the first observance
in Exod. xiii. 3-10.

In the Mishna (Pesachim ix. 5), the
Talmudic writers lay great stress on
the distinction between the “Egyptian
Passover, ” and the “Perpetual Pass-
over.”

John Baptist recognized in Christ
the type of the Paschal Lamb when he
exclaimed : “ Behold the Lamb of God.”
John i. 20; Bt. Peter in 1 Peter i. 19,
when he wrote of “ Christ a lamb with-
out blemish and without spot;” Bt.
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Paul, when in 1 Cor. v. 7 he referred
to Christ as “our Passover sacrificed
for us;” St. John in Rev. xiii. 18,
when he saw in Christ “ the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world.”

Justin Martyr, in his dialog with
Trypho, c. 40, says the Jews of his
day roasted the Paschal Lamb on a spit
or skewer put transversely through the
shoulders so as to form the figure of a
Ccross.

There is an apt parallel between the
illustrious type and the most holy anti-
type.

I. The Paschal Lamb was without
blemish, entire, whole, sound, not sick,
nor bruised, nor broken. Christ was
without blemish and without spot. 1
Pet. 1. 19.

II. The Paschal Lamb was taken out
of the flock, and separated from it.
Christ was taken from among mankind,
and “separate from sinners, ” Heb. vii.
26. “Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same. ”
Heb. xi. 14.

ITII. The Paschal Lamb was a year
old. A year is a perfect revolution of
the sun’s course, and signifies the ful-
nessof time. Christ was brought forth
as the sacrifice for sin in the “fulness
of time.” “When the fulness of time
was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to re-
deem them that were under the law.”
Gal. iv. 4.

IV. The Paschal Lamb was set apart
for four days. Christ, “ when the
time was come that he should be re-
ceived up, stedfastly set his face to go
to Jerusalem.” Luke ix. 51. He was
ordained from eternity,. He was
tempted, tried, and tested.

V. The blood of the Paschal Lamb
was sprinkled on the lintel and on the
door-post. The blood of Jesus is “the
blood of sprinkling which purges our
conscience.” Heb. ix. 14. “The blood
of sprinkling that speaketh better
things than that of Abel.” Heb. xii.
24. This signifies the application of
Christ’s blood to the sinner’s need.
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“He is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption. ” 1 Cor. i. 30.

VI. The Paschal Lamb was roasted
with head and legs, and the appurte-
nances thereof. It was roasted whole,
and not cut in pieces, Christ made a
complete offering of Himself. “Sucri-
fice and offering thou wouldst not, but
a body hast thou prepared me. Lo, I
come to do thy will, O God.” Heb. x.
5. His will was entirely consecrated to
God. “Nevertheless not as I will, but
as thou wilt.” Matt. xxvi. 89,

VIL. The Paschal Lamb was roasted
with fire. Christ, “tho he were a
son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered.” Tempted
of the devil for forty days and forty
nights, enduring the agony in the gar-
den, and bearing His cross, Jesus be-
came “perfect through suffering.”
Heb. xi. 10. “8Stricken, smitten of
God, and afllicted. ” Isa. liii. 2.

VIII. Not a bone of the Paschal
Lamb was to be broken. It was proph-
esied of Christ that not a bone should
be broken (Ps. xxxiv. 20), and it was
fulfilled (John xix. 36).

IX. The Paschal Lamb was slain in
the evening. Christ suffered and died
as the day was closing in. And in
“these last times” of the world’s
history. “These last days.” Ileb.
1

X. The Paschal Lamb was to be
Eaten.—Christ must be spiritually re-
ceived and fed upon. “My flesh is
meat indeed.” John vi. 556. “This
is my body,” “ This is my blood.”
Matt. xxvi. 26; 1 Cor. xi. 24.

XI. The Lamb was not eaten raw.
Christ must be received and accepted
with a prepared heart.

XII. The Lamb was eaten with un-
leavened bread. Christ must be par-
taken of, “not with old leaven, neither
with the leaven of malice and wicked-
ness, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.” 1 Cor. v. 8.

XIII. The Lamb was eaten with bit-
ter herbs. Those who ‘“had washt
their robes, and made them white in
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the blood of the Lamb, ” came out of
tribulation. Rev. vii. 14,

XIV. The Lamb was eaten entirely,
nothing was left. Christ must be ac-
cepted by the believer in His complete
and entire character of God and man,
the Suffering Savior and the Reigning
King.

XV. A lamb was eaten in every fam-
ily, and there was a lamb provided for
every family. Christ is a Savior for
every individual and every household.

XVI. The house was specially pre-
pared for the eating of the Lamb.
Every heart must be prepared for the
reception of Christ. * Leta man exam-
ine himself.” 1 Cor. xi. 28.

XVIIL If the house was too little,
the neighbor’s house was borrowed and
used ior the purpose. The virtue of
Christ’s death is superabundant. The
house may be too little for the Lamb,
but not the Lamb for the house.

XVIII. The Lamb was eaten by the
Israclites with their loins girded.
Christians are exhorted to “gird up
the loins” of their minds, 1 Peter i. 13;
and to have their “loins girt about
with truth, ” Eph. vi. 14.

XIX. Strangers were allowed to par-

take of the Lamb if they were circum-
cised. The baptized of every nation,
kindred, and tongue are the Israel of
God. Matt. xxviii. 19,

XX. Those who ate the Lamb were
to have their shoes on, thus signify-
ing that “ Gospel of peace” wherewith
our feet should be shod. Eph. vi. 15.

XXI. The Paschal Lamb was eaten
in haste, with the staff in the hand.
The Lamb of God will come as a thief
in the night, and in the Lord’s Sup-
per we show forth the Lord’s death
“until he come.” The acceptance of
Christ is an immediate concern to the
human soul. “Now is the accepted
time, now is the day of salvation,”
Those who come to Christ must be
ready to walk in the way of salvation
with the staff of true faith in their
hands, and as “strangers and pilgrims”
on the earth.

Observe, the Passover was a sacra-
ment to the Jew, and finds its counter-
part in the Lord’s Supper of the Chris-
tian. The Paschal Lamb is a type of
Christ crucified for us. The Passover,
as an institution, is a type of the T.ord’s
Supper. This will be treated as a
separate metaphor,

SEED-THOUGHTS FOR SERMONS AND PUBLIC DISCOURSE.

By Artnur T.

Prevailing Prayer.

“Waar things soever ye desire, when
ye pray, believe that ye have received
them, and ye shall have them. "—Mark
xi. 24.

Faith and prayer are so intimately
associated that we can not speak of one
without at least implying the other.
But let us mark the different levels of
prayer.

Our Lord’s first lesson on prayer
was, “Ask and it shall be given you,”
etc. But further on in his teaching a
new element is emphasized - “ Whatso-
ever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive. ” Here isanadvance les-

Pierson, D.D.

son : not simply asking, but asking in
faith and receiving according to faith.
But just before His crucifixion, in the
Gospel of John, we read the most mar

velous words which He ever spoke
on prayer: “Hitherto have ye askt
nothing in my name, ” “ Whatsoever ye
shall ask the Father in my name he
will give it you.” This is something
beyond simple asking, beyond asking
in faith, This is asking by virtue of,
and because of, our identification with
Christ. His Name is His person; God
does not look on us as we are in our-
selves, but looks on us as we are in
Jesus Christ. Hereisa “region beyond”
in the matter of prayer, of which
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scarce one in a thousand has dreamed.
When any one presents a request in the
name of another, it is really that other
person who asks the favor; and when
we go to the Father in Jesus’ Name—
reverently let it be said—Christ is the
suppliant ; and, because the Father can
deny the SBon nothing that He wants, it
is certain that what I ask in His Name
I shall receive—nay, I have already
received it; it is my privilege to be-
lieve that I have received that which I
ask, so certaiu is the answer.

Let us suppose that the Christian
Church should get hold of this power
of prayer, and gei above the level of
simple asking, or even of asking in
faith, and realize her identity with
her Lord and the privilege of praying
in the Name of Jesus; then, keeping
in fellowship with Christ, nourizhing
and cherishing this daily walk with
Him, and therefore having, within, the
motions that His Spirit creates, the
groanings unutterable awakened by
the Holy Ghost—these, presented in
the golden censer of Christ before the
throne, would certainly be heard and
heeded by the Father. And so with-
out doubt the greatest need of to-day is
New Prayer—prayer on the highest
level of prayer—prayer in Jesus’ Name.

The Principle of Service.

“Seek ye the Kingdom of God ; and
all these things shall be added unto
you,”—Luke xii. 81.

Such is the promise ; how about the
fact? Look back over your whole life.
Have you sought first the extension of
that Kingdom and the incorporation
into your own life of that righteous-
ness? And have you, in = life of con-
secrated service, actually suffered from
want? “When I sent you forth with-
out purse or scrip or shoes, ” says the
Master, “lackt ye anything?” We
must answer, *“Nothing.” Has one
promise of the Lord, on which you
rested in faith, failed you? Imagina-
tion may picture to us possible want in
the future; but when memory drawe
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her scenes on the canvas of the past,
she witnesses that to all His word He
is faithful that promist.

There is a principle of service re-
vealed in this precept selected from the
Sermon on the Mount. The life of
service must be a life of faith, of
dependence on God. The current no-
tion is that when the Lord sent out the
Apostles without purse, food, or extra
garments, such dependence on the Al-
mighty Father was only for apostolic
days. That notion is one of the chief
practical heresies of our day! As tho
we had got beyond the need of faith!
or as tho faith were for one “day” more
than another! Hear the motto of all
service: “We walk by faith, not by
sight.” Some modern disciples scem
to read this reversely : “We walk by
sight, not by faith™; but I do not find
that anywhere in Scriptures. 'We have
as much call to live a life of trust as
primitive Christians had. God’s ser-
vants need the single eye; no man can
see double and see correctly ; nor have
we the power, like the chameleon, of
turning one eye toward heaven while
the other is turned toward earth. God
wants single-eyed servants, who see
clearly because they see singly.

In other words, you can not attend
to the affairs of the kingdom, and be
worried about the affairs of the world.
Care can not provide, but it can divide ;
it can not supply our wants, but it can
distract and divert the mind and heart
from God’s work. And to prevent
such divided allegiance, the Lord calls
us to His service, exclusively, and then
assures us He will take care of all the
rest. Worry is therefore both needless
and sinful, —Phil. iv. 6, 7.

Christ’s Presence in the Believer.

“I wiLL not leave you comfortless,
I will come unto you.” John xiv. 18,

Dr. A. J. Gordon says:

Is this a transient vision to you, or is
it His own promise which is given in
that Word which endureth forever?
Alas, that it was ever so! It is not
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what we know, but what we know that
we know which constitutes our spir-
itual wealth. I must have read these
words of Jesus again and again, but
somehow they had no really practical
meaning to me. Then came a blessed
and ever-to-be remenibered crisis in my
spiritual life when from a deeper in-
sight into Scripture the doctrine of the
Holy Spirit began to open tome. Now
I apprehended how and in what sense
Jesus is present; not in some figura-
tive or even potential sense, but liter-
ally and really present in the Holy
Spirit, His invisible self. “And I will
pray the Father, and he will give you
another Comforter, that he may abide
with you forever” (John xiv. 16).
The coming of the other Paraclete was
conditioned on the departure of Jesus:
“If I go I will send him unto you.”
And this promise was perfectly ful-
filled on Pentecost. As truly as Christ
went up the Holy Ghost came down;
the one took His place at the Father’s
right hand in heaven, the other took
His seat in the church on earth, which
is “builded together for a habitation
of God in the Spirit.” And yet, lest
by this discourse about His going and
the Comforter's coming we should be
led to think that it is not Christ who
is with us, He says, clearly referring
to the Spirit: “I will not leave you
orphan ; I will come to you.” Thus it
is made plain that the Lord Himself is
« 1ly tho invisibly here in the midst of
every company of disciples gathered
in any place in His name.

Notes By the Way.
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It was after much thought on this
subject that there came to me one day
a still voice of admonition, saying:
“There standeth one among you whom
ye know not.” And perhaps I an-
swered : “Who is he, Lord, that I
might know him?” I had known the
Holy Ghost as a heavenly influence to
be invoked, but somehow I had not
graspt the truth that he is a Person
of the Godhead who came down to
earth at a definite time and who has
been in the Church ever since.

Oxu evening Charles Lamb and some
of his friends were conversing on the
probable effects upon themselves, if
they were broughti face to face with
the great and wonderful dead.
“Think,” said one, “if Dante were
to enter the room! How should “7e
meet the man who had trod the ficry
pavement of the Inferno, whose eyes
had pierced the twilight and breathed
the still, clear air of the mount of the
Purgatorio, whose mind had contem-
plated the mysteries of glory in the
highest heaven?” “Or suppose, ” said
another, “that Shakespeare were to
come?” “Ah!” cried Lamb, his whole
face brightening, “how I should fling
my erms up | how we should welcome
him, that king of thoughtful men!”
“ And suppose,” said another, “Christ
were to enter?” The whole face and
attitude of Lamb were in an instant
changed. “Of course,” he said in a
tone of deep solemnity, “we should
fall upon our knees, ”

R —

NOTES BY THE WAY.

Some Critics Criticized.

A BUGGESTION.

“At the monthly meeting of the Council
of the Hornsey Rise Guild last week, the
secretary read a letter from Bir Walter
Besant (one of the Guild's patrons), from
which the following is an extract: ‘I think
your scheme is of the very greatest impor-
taoce. We ought, I am quite sure, to doall
we can to bring young people together for
purposes of society and of mutual help, not

to speak of instruction. In your scheme I
think that by insisting on total abstinence
you make a mistake. Those youay men
who are not total abstainers woule learm
very soon (if the lesson were nece:2y) that
the strictest moderation must be practist if
they are to retain the respect of their
friends. In this way I believe you do more
harm than good by insisting upon total ab-
stinence as a condition of membership.’”
—The Alliance News, April 9, 1807.

This is a suggestion that may be of
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great practical importance, if not taken
too unguardedly. If it is to be safe
counsel for such associations some
method must be taken to impress very
strongly that the aim is total absti-
nence. Otherwise their transformation
into social drinking clubs might become
only a question of time.

SCIENTISTS WITHOUT SCIENCE.

“The greatest scientists are not always
strictly scientific in their method of deal-
ing with facts. They are very apt to be so
carried away by enthusiasm over a new dis-
covery as to lose sight for a time of the
necessity for considering every possibility
of error in their estimate of its significance,”
—New York Weekly Witness, March 24, 1807,

These cautions are given in an appre-
ciative editorial on the article of Profes-
sor Sayce in Tar HoMmIiLeTIC REVIEW
for March, on “ Palestine of the Time of
Abraham as Seen in the Light of Arche-
oiogy.” Perhaps it might be as well
not to use the term “scientist” too
freely in such connections. A vast
amount of sheer imagination and guess-
work is dubbed “science.” A grain of
somewhat uncertain fact is not a suffi-
cient basis for a ton of inference.

ALTERNATIVE EVILS,

“According to Sir Algernon West, it is the
Prince of Wales who has stopt wine drink-
ing after dinner by the introduction of
smoking.”"—The Alliance News, April 9, 1807,

“Of two evils always choose the
least,” is an old saying; but if the
evils are moral evils, conscience forbids
the choice of either. With the “im-
provements” in tobacco products to
make them more effective for killing,
it seems as tho the question between
the comparative greatness of these two
evils was fast becoming an open one,
especially so far as the young are con-
cerned.

SUPERFICIAL THEOLOGY IN PEW AND
PULPIT.

“If, a century ago, a Puritan preacher in
a New England pulpit had referred, in a
catalog of heresies, to Arianism, Socin-
ianism, Pelagianism, Antinomianism, and
Arminianism, a majority of his adult hearers
would have known fairly well what he was
talking about, It is very doubtful whether

a8 much could be said for a majority of
adult hearers in any Puritan church in New
Englard to-day. If, a hundred years ago,
the preacher had askt his hearer, What is
the doctrine of the Trinity? and, Why are
you a Trinitarian? he would have probably
received a prompt and tolerably definite
reply. If he were to ask the same question
of a hearer to-day, his reply would certainly
not be so prompt and probably not so defi-
nite, The same thing may be safely said of
questions as to Inspiration, Atonement, and
other important doctrines in theological
science.”—The Outlook, May 1, 1897,

So much the worse for both pulpit
and pew if this condition of superficial-
ity and ignorance has been reacht re-
garding the great fundamental and
practical doctrines of Christianity.
Who is responsible for the ignorance
in the pew, if not the preacher?
Would it not be well for those who
confessedly know and care so little for
these great doctrines, to be a little less
positive in their criticisms and pro
nouncements upon them, and in their
suggestions of brainless and worthless
substitutes for them?

Echoes from the Evangelistic Plat-
form.

Mr. Moody’s work in Chicago has
been attracting unusual attention.
The Auditorium has been filled to over-
flowing, and much plain Bible truth
has been brought home to the multi
tudes. The following utterance may
help some doubting Christian to assur-
ance :

“There are three classes of people in the
church without assurance. The first class
got into the church with the hope that the
getting in would convert them. The second
class is not willing to confess Christ., The
third class is not willing to go to work. All
three classes are full of doubt, I have no
time to doubt, I have full assurance. The
Christian who doubts has no joy. He is
constantly filled with fear. It is not the
will of God that Christians should go through
life doubting. The whole thing is settled
and finisht if you believe and have assur-
ance. You must accept the divinity of
Christ. A man once askt me what was the
best book on the divinity of Christ. 1 told
him the best one was written by a man named
John, the son of Zebedee. The man thought
a while and said: ‘Let me see, was he an
English writer? 1Isaid, ‘No.® ‘Well, was
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he an American writer?” ‘No.' ‘Well,
where can I get his work?' ‘At most any
book-store,” I said. *‘What will I ask for?
I lookt him in the eye and told him to ask
for the Bible. He would find John {in it,
bound up with several other good books
bearing on theological matters.”

Rev. Dr. A. C. Dixon, at the Chris-
tian Endeavor Convention in Boston,
recently set forth some of the advan-
tages of narrowness, While most of
the men named were pretty broad men
in the best sense, the point he makes is
a good one, as against the so-called
liberal cry against the narrowness of
orthodoxy. The broadest man is not
narrowed by being only so broad as
truth allows him to be. Here is what
he said :

“Narrowness is often the badge of useful-
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ness. ‘'Ye are built up,’ says Peter, ‘a
spiritual house.' A house is really organized
narrowness. The granite stone, once part of
the great hills, has been narrowed into blocks,
The wood, once part of the broad forest, has
been narrowed into rafters and planks. The
clay, ouce part of the broad earth, has been
narrowed into bricks. Ironm, gold, and pre-
cious stones are valuable in proportion to
the thoroughness of the narrowing process,
which removes impurities,

“Great leaders of men have been narrow
Elijah was too narrow to adopt the worship
of Baal. Martin Luther was too narrow to
include in hiscreed the errors of the papacy.
Wesley was too narrow to sympathize with
the cold ritualism of theage. William Carey
was 80 uarrow that he had no sympathy
with the anti-mission spirit of his age.
Gideon became a leader because he took his
stand on the side of God against idolatry.
He was so narrow that he could not even
tolerate the idols in his father's house, but
rose in his might and tore them down,”

SERMONIC ILLUSTRATION FROM CURRENT LIFE.

By Rev. Louis ALBeERT BANks, D.D., Avraor or “ CHRIST AND HIS FRIENDS, "
“Tue FIsSHERMAN AND HIS FRIENDS, " Erc.

Tag STRUGGLE FOoR LiBerTy, —The struggle
for liberty which is going on with such
courage and persistence in Cuba and Crete,
and other parts of the world, can not but
suggest to the Christian that mightier
struggle which Jesus Christ is making to
free mankind, everywhere, from the slavery
of sin. How many slaves there are in our
towns and cities, Slaves to strong drink;
slaves of lust; of dishonesty; of untruthful-
ness; of profanity; of evil thoughts, And
et Jesus Christ is able to set them all free,
f they will but yield themselves to follow
Him. Long ago Isaiah saw that that was
to be a part of his great mission: “The
spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because
the Lord hath anointed .ne , . . to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the oeenlng of
the prison to them that are bound.

Leapers oF RiGETEOUSNESS,—The enthu-
siasm of generous and brave souls through-
out the world, in the cause of Greece in her
fight for the liberty of Crete against the
Turk, is very refreshing. It reminds intelli-
Eeut people who are conversant wish modern

istory, of the way our own Dr. S8amuel G.
Howe and the English Lord Byron threw
their all into the balance for freedom, when
Greece was making her own struggle for in-
dependence in the earlier days of the cen-
tury. That was a srlendld thing which the
son of the great Garibaldi said the other day
as he sailed from New York, to offer his
sword to_the Greek cause: “Wherever the
caugy of human liberty neads a leader, there
is the place for a Garibaldi.” There ought
to be something of that spirit in the heart
of every true Chirstian man or woman. Ex-
ulting in our noble heritage, as the followers
of Christ, and as His representatives in the
world, we should be able to say: “Wherever
the cause of righteousness needs a leader or
: l‘rlllc.s'f'o;mder. there is the place for a Chris-

SELF-MaAsTERY.—The great heart of the
American people throbbed in sympathy with
General Gomez, the Cuban leader, when the
news came over the wires that he had re-
fused to receive the peace commissioners of
General Weyler, who came to offer autonomy
to Cuba, if the Cubans would lay down their
arms, General Gomez replied that the sole
exchange for peace was liberty and inde-
pendence. This reply reminds us of Glad-
stone’s stz ung utterance in the English Par-
liament when pleading for “Home Rule” for
Ireland. He said: “It is not your good
laws, but their own good laws, which the
Irish want.” The right and the power to
govern oneself is the most godlike ever
conferred upon man. No man can but be
miserable when he desires to do good, and
yet does evil, because his will has .been pal-
sied or overborne by sin. That was a great
saying of Solomon’s, “He that. is slow to
anger is better than the mighty; and he that
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.”

AairaTioN THE PRricE or PrRoGRESS, —Rep-
resentatives of the Chamber of Commerce
in the city of Cleveland recently in public
addresses decried very earnestly labor agi-
tation, as a great source of loss and danger
to the prosperity of the community. Of
course there are unwise agitators who do
the cause of workingmen more harm than

ood ; but, after all, freedom of speech and

reedom of press for airing any wrong that
exists in the community is the greatest
ible safety-valve of the Republic.
rongs are never righted except b{ agita-
tion. Every step taken in advance is at the
cost of agitation and annoyance to many
ple. I heard the logic of this situation
mntnted the other morning by two little
children, One little felicw was erylnﬁ in
his crib for his nurse to ruiuo and dress him
The other, a little older, went to comfort
him, and instead of asking him to stop,




540

said: “Keep on crying, Sherlock.” When
his mother askt him why he told the baby
to keep on crying, he replied: “Why, nurse
won't come if he stops.” That is the true
logic of all agitation which makes for right-
eousness. Eternal agitation is the price of
liberty yet to be attained,

How To Keep CLEAN. —Cominissioner War-
ing, of the street-cleaning department in
New York city, in an article publisht re-
camlg‘ giving the history of the revolution
which has given New York clean streets, re-
lates that when he put white uniforms on
the street-cleaning brigade, he answered the
ridicule that was heaped upon him for dress-
ing men in white to do such dirty work,
that they would keep the streets so clean
that the uniforms would not be soiled, and
he has had wonderful success in the atlem})t.
There is a suggestion in that for Christian
men who hesitate to do their duty as citi-
zens, and become factors in political life
because of the proverbial corruption anc
filth of politics. The straightforward, gen-
uine Christian man can keep his hands as
clean in politics as anywhere else, and it is
the duty of Christian men to take hold of
the political life of our time, and make it so
clean that the white uniform of honest
publiec service can go anywhere unspotted.

Is TEE Pror oN BoArp?—The unique title
of one of the successful new books is, “The
Port of Missing Ships.” One’s fancy may
take wide sweeps if allowed to run on that
title. There are a great many human ships
who never reach any safe port, for lack of
proper purpose an 1idance. The little
ship that carried the disciples in the mid-
night storm of long ago came speedily to
land, when Jesus came on board and took
command. The great Pilot stands outside

the pilot-house of every drlftlng. storm-
el

tost human ship, and says: “Behold, I
stand at the door and knock.” Blessed are
they that heed that voice,

Tae ATMOSPHERE OF THE SUNDAY NEws-
PAPER,—One of the bravest, as well as one
of the wittiest things that has been done
lately, was the rapl{{of the Rev. Dr. New-
man Smyth, of New Haven, when the repre-
sentative of one of the worst of modern
newspapers askt him for “A bright, terse
interview about hell,” for its Sunday edi-
tion, Dr. Smyth very kindly complied with
the request; his article was as follows:
“Hell, in my opinion, is the place where the
Sunday edition of your paper should be pub-
lisht and circulated.”

Tae ReraTiON oF CLEAN HANDS TO SPIRIT-
vAL Power.—* Who shall ascend into the hill
of the Lord? Or who shall stand in his holy

lace?” inquires the Psalmist, and this is

is answer: “He that hath clean hands, and
a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.”
Nothing could possibly bring about so great
an accession of spiritual power to the modern
church as a wholesale “cleansing of the
hands of its membership from all question-
able transactions in business and politics.
It is a mockery for a man whose hands are
thrust into ill-gotten spoils, either in trade
or political rings, to ask God to bestow upon
him the power of the Holy Ghost. If God
were to answer that prayer, it would smite
him as dead as Ananias and Saphira. That
is a heart-searching nylnf of John Rus-
kin's, “If the ghost that is in you leaves
your heart a cheat, and your hand a ju;f-
ler's, then be assured that whatever else it
8, it is not a Holy Ghost.”

DesTROYING THE SioNAL-LiaaTs.—The en-
gineer of a fast train on the Pennsylvania
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Railroad discovered a man, one night not
long since, at the top of a signal-pole;, at an
important junction where three railroads
crost, He was destroying the signal-
lamps with his fist. The poor fellow was
insane, and was doing it simply to enjoy
the excitement that he would experience at
witnessing a wreck. One can hardly help
believing in these days that there are moral
teachers so reckless, and so intoxicated
with the desire for notoriety, that they are
willing to destroy the signal-lights on the
highways of life, in order to make a sensa-
tion; but they will fail, as this poor fellow
did. He was insane, and, in a way, they are,
too. No man except an insane man, or a
demon, would destroy the signal-light that
has kept generations from going to disaster
and ruin, and leave no warning in its place.
God has put the signal-lights of danger too
surely in His truth to have them destroyed
by reckless hands. These careless teachers
are the sensation of an hour, but the great
truths of God’'s Word and of Human Nature
are eternal verities that can not be thrust
aside by a sensationalist.

MAkING Our Goop DEEDS ATTRACTIVE.—A
Chicago paper recently[fuve an account of
the excitement occasioned by an undertaker’s
wagon driving up to the rear of a house in
that city and taking on board a !oad of some-
thing. The neighbors were at once greatly
aroused. In the flurry, somebody turned in
an alarm at the nearest patrol-box, and
pretty soon a patrol-wagon, loaded with
policem-n, came tearing down the alley, on
glm lookout for the supposed murderer. The
matter was finally explained in a very
simple way. The owner of the house in
question is interested in a farm, and brin,
his share of produce into the town. is
stock of potatoes being altogether more than
he could consume, he told several of his
friends to come around and help themselves
to as many bushels as they wanted, One of
his friends was an undertaker, and he sent
his professional wagon, hence the terror of
the neighbors. There are a great many peo-
ple who do things that are good in them-
selves, but who cause alarm and sorrow
because they perform their duties in such a
funereal way. Paul says we ought to show
mercy with cheerfulness, but many people
ghow mercy in a way to make the recipient
feel like thrashing the would-be philanthro-

ist. We do well to remember that the spirit
n which things are done is often more im-
ortant than the deed itself, It is not more
nappropriate to haul potatoes in an under-
taker's wagon than it is to do a good deed
in a gloomy and pessimistic spirit.

MURDER AND SUICIDE IN THE DRrINg.—How
monotonously the horrid ecrimes of the
drink-curse repeat themselves, over and
over, in every day’s story. Here is a young
man in New York, strong and vigorous,
only thirty-two years old, Seven years
ago he married a beautiful girl, and earned
a comfortable living for his wife and the
two babies that were born to them. But
the saloon tempted him, and as the drink
habit grew, he became shiftless, morose,
and quarrelsome, Finally, to save her life,
his wife hid herself from him; her mother,
the grandmother, cared for the two little
children. One morning he called and the
elder clung to the gmndmother and would
not go near him, but the little ba\)y girl, not
knowing enongh to fear the demon in ‘Jlm,
ran to him at his request. He gathered her
up in his arms, saying that he would carry
her around to the kindergarten where she
attended school. Immediately after the door
closed behind them, two shots rang out.
The first one the drunken father had fired
through the head of the trusting little girl,
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and then permitting the tiny body to roll
down the stairs, he fired another bullet
through his own brain, and fell dead in the
hall, The same old story, you say, but alas!
it has new victims every day! How long,
O Lord, how long, will the Christian
churches of America permit to exist an in-
ulmutlou which fills the land with deeds like
this?

Tag CovrAGE TO REMAIN BEHIND, —There is
something truly splendid and great in Nan-
sen's graceful dedication of his new book,
“Farthest .Jorth,” to his wife: “To her who
christened the ship and had the courage to
remain behind.” It is always harder in
many ways for those who remain behind
than for those who go out to the battle. It
is harder to christen a ship and send it forth
on its long voyage, trusting it to the guid-
ance of other hands, than it is to go with it
and share its destin{h This has a possible
application for us all. How often we have
the opportunity to christen some good ship
of thought, or effort, and send it out with
our “God speed!” when duties that hold us
to the narrower routine of our daily life will
not permit us to share its fortunes, Let us
never selfishly or churlishly refuse to chris-
ten the ship, because it may not be our for-
tune to go as pilot or passenger.

Tae DArRgNEss oF THE Toms WIiTHOUT THE
Carist Hore.—The grave-diggers in Green-
wood Cemetery, in Trenton., N. J., saw an
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old white-haired man ride past them the
other morning on his bicycle, with a bunch
of rosebuds dangling at the handle-bars; but
the old man did not see them, and they heard
him muttering to himself: “Don't look at
the handle-bars, father! look straight ahead
of you!” The old man was on his way to
the grave of his son, the bright-faced child
of his old age, who but a few weeks before
had taught his father how to ride the wheel,
and had then died very suddenly. Slowly the
old man pedaled up beside the little mound ;
he detacht the bunch of roses, and laid his
bicycle on the ground. Then he knelt by the
grave, stretcht out his hands and scattered
the rosebuds over the sods so that they made
a carpet of pink and white and yellow, A
gardener who was working a few yards
away heard the old man repeat: “Don't
look at the handle-bars, father!” There was
a little sob in his throat as he said the words,
and the next moment he had pitcht l’orwnrd
over the grave, with his face among the
roses. A while after it b gan to rain, and
noticing that he did not move, the workmen
went and toucht him on the shoulder to
arouse him, but he did not respond. They
lifted him up and found that he was dead,
Dead of a broken heart. And it wonld break
all our hearts if it were not for the glorious
Easter hope we have in Jesus Christ, The
Christian father knows that his son is not in
the graveyard, but rejoicing in the realms
of immortal lli‘a. Death is no longer a blind
alle{. but a thoroughfare leading toward the
world of light.

EXEGETICAL AND EXPOSITORY SECTION.

NOTES ON HEBREW WORDS IN
THE OLD TESTAMENT.

By WiLLis . BEEcuER, D.D., Pro-
FESSOR IN AUBURN THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY, AUBURN, N. Y.

I. The Word ‘‘ Torah”’ in the Book of
Job.

Ture Hebrew verb yarah means to
shoot or hurl, as a bowman shoots ar-
rows, or a javelin-man hurls darts. A
familiar secondary meaning is that in
which the word is used to describe
rain, the falling drops being figured
under the similitude of darts shot from
an altitude.

The causative stem of this verb is
occasionally used in the physical sense,
but it is commonly wranslated “teach. ”
Its causative noun, forah, is the espe-
cially important word translated “law.”

The connection between these mean-
ings and the physical meaning of the
stem is sometimes explained by the
habit of shooting out the finger as a
gesture of command. Perhaps a better
explanation may be found in the rela-

tions of an officer in command or a
drillmaster to a company of bowmen
or javelin-men. He causes them to
shoot, in the sense of giving them
orders to shoot, and instructions how
to shoot, and so the term comes to de-
note authoritative orders or instruc-
tions.

Unless the book of Proverbs is an ex-
ception, the law denoted by the noun
torah is uniformly divine law; some-
times the law of a false god, but al-
ways of some god. In Israel, the most
important function of the prophets was
the revealing of torak from God.

It is further true, tho a truth not so
well recognized as it should be, that
the causative verb of this stem is in
meaning strictly cognate to the noun.,
It is not used of ordinary teaching,
but always of authoritative teaching,
always of such teachings as constitute
torah.

Originally, doubtless, “law” was
sometimes oral and sometimes reduced
to writing. At length, the term came
to be applied especially to the aggre-
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gate of written forak, that is, the
Scriptures of the Old Testament, and,
n a more restricted sense, to the Pen-
tateuch,

In the book of Job, the scene is laid
outside of Israel, and that fact affects
its use of Israclitish terms. We have
here the conception of an Israelitish
sage as to what divine torak may be in
the case of one who is not an Israelite.

The noun is used but once in the
book. Eliphaz, speaking to Job con-
cerning the Almighty, says:

“Do thou take, pray, law from his mouth,
And place his sayings in thy heart” (Job

xxii, 22).

Note that the word “law” is indefi-
nite ; not “the law,” as in the versions,
but law in a general sense. The mar
gin of the Revised Version here has “in-
struction,” but there is no difficulty in
understanding the word torak here in
its proper sense. The instruction
spoken of is divine and authoritative.
If it does not come, externally, through
a prophet, Job himself is represented
as performing the prophetic function ;
as vision is elsewhere attributed to
him. The writer of Job, like the
Apostle Paul, held that God has law
for others than Israelites; the same as
for Israel, and yet different.

The causative verb of the stem yarak
is used in Job oncein its physical sense
(xxx. 19), and seven times in the sense
of authoritative instruction. Job says
to his friends :

“Shew me law, and I will hold my peace,

And cause me to understand wherein I have
erred” (vi. 24).

Bildad says of the men of “the former

age”:

“Shall they not shew thee law, and tell thee,

And utter words out of their heart?” (viii.
10).

Job replies to Zophar:

“Ask now the beasts, and they shall shew
thee law” (xii. 7a).

“Or speak to the earth, and it shall shew
thee law" (xii. 8a).

Again Job says:

“I will shew you law concerning the hand of
God" (xxvii, 11),

[Juss,

Elihu supposes the case that one has

said to God :

“That which I see not shew thou me as law”
(xxxvi, 32).

Elihu says again :

“Behold God doeth loftily in his power,

Who is a shewer of law like unto himf”
(xxxvi, 2),

These lines are from the Revised Ver-
sion, except that it uses the verb teach,
in each case. The phrase which I have
substituted is not euphonious, but it
makes good sense each time. The law
which is spoken of as being shown is
the manifested and authoritative will
of God. It is not law in our modern
sense, Still less is it such truth as may
be communicated by merely ordinary
instruction. It is torahk, truth that is
authoritative because it is divine. In
all the seven instances, if you think of
the teaching specified as having unique
authority you will find the meaning
logical ; but it is not logical if you
leave out this element.

II. The Word ‘ Torah” in the Book
of Proverbs.

In the note on the use of this word
in Job, attention has been called to the
derivation and the ordinary use of the
noun {forah, that is, the especially im-
portant Hebrew word for law and its
cognate verb. These denote authorita-
tive divine command or other revela-
tion, especially as given through a
prophet.

To this is the book of Proverbs an
exception?

So the English Revised Version see s
to regard it. Where the word “law”
occurs, it adds the marginal note “or,
teaching, ” as if the word might denote
ordinary human instruction, instead of
authoritative revelation from God. At
first sight, some of the passages might
easily give this impression. But is this
the necessary meaning of any of them?
The impression ought to be very strong,
indeed, to justify so wide a departure
from the regular usage of the word.

Note first the two passages in which
the young man is exhorted :
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“And forsake not the law of thy mother”
(1. 8; vi. 20).
Probably average English readers get
from this the meaning, Fail not to
do the bidding of thy mother. This
is mistaken. The law of one's mother
is something taught one by one's
mother. And why should it not be the
divine law?
In four passages, the law spoken of
is that of the wise teacher :
“My son, forget not my law,

But let thine heart keep my commandments”
(iii. 1.

“For I give you good doctrine,
Leave ye not my law” (iv. 2).

“Observe thou my commandments, and live,
And my law as the apple of thine eye” (vii.
2.

“A wise man’s law is a well-spring of life,
For removing from snares of death” (xiii,
14).

In all these cases, the wise man’s law
is something that he knows, and may
teach to others. It differs from wis-
dom and doctrine, and the like. How
does it differ? Why should it not be
the thing that the word itself naturally
means, namely, an aggregate of pre-
cepts and of other truths, conceived of
as given by revelation from God?

Of the excellent woman it is said :
“Her mouth she openeth in wisdom,
And a law of loving-kindness is upon her

tongue” (gxxl. 20).

This woman can converse well on either
philosophical subjects, or on subjects
of divine revelation. God’s revealed
loving-kindness is upon her tongue.

Law is something that worthy men
heed :

“They that abandon law praise the wicked,
While they that observe law contend with
them” (xxviii, 4).

“He that keepeth law is a discerning son,
While he that shepherdeth gluttons putteth
his father to shame” (xxviii, 7).

“He that turneth away his ear from hearing
law,

Also his prayer is abomination” (xxviii. 9).

In these instances the revisers omit
their customary note to the effect that
law may signify teaching or instruc-
tion. Probably many English readers
understand here the law of the land,
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and that meaning would fit the three
instances well enough, but it is foreign
to the Hebrew word. The thing here
called law is clearly an aggregate of
obligatory truth, conceived of as com-
ing from God.

Law was thought of by the sages as
having definite relations with “com-
mandment” in one direction, and in
another direction with such terms as
wisdom, instruction, doctrine, and
the like. In proof, see i. 8, vi. 20, iii.
1, iv. 2, vii. 2, already cited, and in
addition the following :

“For a lamp commandment is, and law is
light,
And reproofs of instruction are a way of

life™ (vi. 23).

If we suppose that commandment and
law are thought of as the product of
revelation, and the others as the prod
uct of culture, we have a hypothesis
that fits the phenomena.

Finally, law and prophetic vision are

in one passage set down in parallel
lines :

“Without vigion (hazon) a people becometh
unrestrained,

And [a people) that observeth law, happy is
it” (xxix, 18),

To one looking carefully at these in-
stances there seems little room for
doubt that law, as spoken of in Prov-
erbs, is uniformly divine law, as in the
other parts of the Old Testament.

In Proverbs as in the other wisdom
book, Job, the word ¢orak is always in-
definite, except when followed by the
genitive of the person teaching the
torah. It is not “the law,” as in the
versions, but “law.” It is thought of
in general. These writers make it ap-
pear that there was, in the time or
times to which they belong, a body
of divine law in Israel. It was gen-
erally accessible. Mothers taught it to
their boys. Sages recogni~.d it, and
taught it, and defined its relations to
the culture which they themselves rep-

resented. As to its extent, however,
and as to whether it was preserved and
transiitted in writing, they are silent.
The cognate verb also appears in the
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book of Proverbs. In one instance it
has perhaps its physical meaning :
* He darteth with his fingers” (vi, 18).
The Revised Version here has “ maketh
signs with his fingers, " while the mar-
gin and the old version have “teach-
eth.” If the latter is the correct view,
then it is easy to think of the teaching
as authoritative, making the passage
parallel with those that follow.

The wise man says of his father:
“And he shewed me law, and said unto me”

(iv. 4),

He says to his disciple :
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“I have shewed thee law in the way of wis-

dom,
I have led thee in paths of uprightness” (iv.
11).
He represents the despiser of wisdom
as saying :
“And I harkened not to the voice of them
that shewed me law,
And to those who made me learn I inclined
not my ear” (v. 13).
In these three instances, the versions
render by the word teach; but evi-
dently there is nothing in the way of
holding that the teaching intended is
instruction in divine law,

SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDY.
By D. 8. Gregory, D.D., LL.D.

First Group of Pauline Epistles (Con-
tinued).

Tug First Group of Pauline Epistles
embraces, as has been shown, besides
the Epistle to the Romans, the two
Epistles to the Corinthians, and the
Epistle to the Galatians, These re-
main to be considered.

The Epistles to the Corinthians.

The Epistles to the Corinthians were
written by Paul fo the Church which he
had himself founded in the city of Cor-
inth, and which was made up of both
Jews and Gentiles, the latter being in
the majority. At first the Jews and
Gentiles lived amicably together in the
church, since the former having been
disowned by the unbelieving Jews in
the city clung to the Gentile Greeks,
and had no hesitation about eating with
them tho they were uncircumcised and
had not observed the Jewish laws con-
cerning meats and purifyings. Dis-
sension was first started up by stricter
Jewish Christians—like those at Anti-
och who had influenced the conduct of
Peter and Barnabas—who came with
letters of recommendation (2 Cor. iii. 1),
probably from Judea. A party fol-
lowed them known as the Petrine
party, while the rest of the church,
chiefly Greek Gentiles, were the Paul

ine party. From the preaching of
Apollos there originated a third party,
after Faul’s third visit, the Apolline
party. A few stood aloof, holding to
Christ alone, and like Paul himself re-
fusing to call themselves after any hu-
man teacher. The church became thus
sadly divided, as they naturally met the
active, inquiring, and speculative turn
of mind among the Greeks.

Ewvils in Corinth.—W hen Paul visited
Corinth the second time he found mueh
that called for very grave rebuke and ex-
treme measures (2 Cor. ii. 1; xii. 21).
Shortly before he wrote the first Epistle
he had written an Epistle (since lost),
in which he had warned them against
keeping company with fornicators (1
Cor. v. 9). The Corinthians had also
written a letter to him (1 Cor. vii. 1),
no doubt in answer to his epistle,
which was probably handed to the
Apostle by Stephanas, Fortunatus, and
Achaicus, whom he mentioned in 1
Cor. xvi. 17, 18. In this letter the
Corinthians had askt him certain
questions, concerning the following sub-
Jects :

(1) Whether the single life was not to be
preterred to marriage (1 Cor. vii. 1).

(2) Whether it was allowable for Chris-

tians to eat meat offered in sacrifice to idols
(viii, 1),
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(8) Concerning the proper value and use
of spiritual gifts, especially that of speak-
ing with tongues (xii. 1).

(4) Concerning the collection for their
poor brethren in Judea, which Paul had
askt them to establish (xvi. 1),

Paul had also heard from other
sources—as8 from the bearers of the
letter, and from the members of the
household of Chloe—some other things
that troubled and disturbed him, such
as the following :

(1) Concerning the divisions among them,

(2) Concerning the disorder in their meet-
ings for worship, especially at the Lord's
Bupper (xi. 18),

(8) Concerning the unchaste practises tol-
erated in the church, especially one very
offensive case mentioned (v. 1),

(4) That they carried their private quarrels
before the heathen tribunals (vi, 1),

Paul’s Attention to them.—All these
matters needed the attention and direc-
tion of the Apostle, which he gave in his
two Epistles.

These Epistles were especially ad-
drest to Greek Peculiarities and Greek
Needs. The difficulties and disorders
in the church at Corinth largely grew
out of the Greek nature and notions.
Corinth was the great Center and Capi-
tal of Greece Proper, and had a popula-
tion of nearly half a million. It wasthe
center of art and science, and of exten-
sive and varfed commerce. A large
number of its population was of Roman
descent, from the colony that had been
sent by Julius Cesar to restore the city
after its desolation and ruin by Mum-
mius. Besides this there was a large
Greek population, and many Jews.
As Antioch furnisht the starting-point
in Asia for the evangelizing of the
Greek Gentile world, so Corinth was
seized upon by Paul as the Greek
center for the Church in Europe, from
which the Gospel might reach out
widely over the world and influence it
through art and science and the chan-
nels of commerce.

Peculiar perils attended the church at
Corinth, as well as peculiar advantages.

Corinth was notorious for its luzury
and licentiousness, so that the word
“Corinthian” had come to be used to
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“express conduct the most voluptuous
and debaucht.” Aphrodite was wor-
shipt in Corinth in the grossest form,
having three thousand priestesses of
abandoned character ministering at her
shrine.

Equally great evil was to be antici-
pated from the proneness of the Greek
mind to tntellectual conceit and party
strife, and to make use of special gifts,
as the gift of tongues, for purposes of
self-glorification.

It has accordingly been said, “that
in this one city there were concentered
in the fullest degree all those danger-
ous and corrupting influences which
proceed from the thoroughgoing Epi-
cureanism, at once the most vicious
an' the most refined. ”

In fine, of all the places in the world,
Corinth was the one place best fitted to
Test the Christian Religion with regard
to its fitness to meet the needs of the
corrupt Greek mature in its manifold
natural and carnal developments, and
to transform and save the Greek.

How the Epistles Meet them.—It was
this Greek nature that continually re-
asserted itself in Corinth and that made
steadiness in religious progress especially
difficult. Against these evils Paul di-
rected his Epistles. The natural error
with the Greek was to trust to his own
reason and philosophy and taste for sal-

vation and the perfecting of man, as
the Roman naturally lookt to the law
and works for salvation. Paul taught
the Corinthians that Man can not Save
himself by his own Wisdom. The truth
that the Greeks most needed was that
the Gospel with its divine revelation
and authority—Christ Crucified and
Risen being its Essence—is the only true
way of life.

This is also vital and fundamental
truth for all the Church ; since, in this
spirit of self-confident, presumptuous
freedom, both in thought and conduct,
this Greek spirit reappears in all ages.

Paul wrote his First Epistle to correct
the vital doctrinal and practical errors
of the church at Corinth, and his Sec-
ond HEpistle to commend the changes
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wrought by his former Epistle, and to
confirm and still further guide the

" Christians in their faith and life.

First Epistle to the Corinthians.

Paul wrote his first Epistle to the
Corinthians, probably from Ephesus
(1 Cor. xvi. 8), in the year A.D, 57.
1t was designed to meet and remedy the
evils then evisting in the church at Cor-
inth. It refers to the facts already
given concerning the state of things
there. As a result of this, it is true of
the Epistle, as Bleek has said (Intro-
duction to New Testament, vol. i. p.
430) :

“It is fuller and more varied iu its subject-
matter than any other of the Pauline letters,
or indeed of the New Testament epistles,
This truly grand Epistle serves as a type
and pattern in dealing with the multifarious
tendencies, relations, and disorders of the
Christian Church, almost all of which have
their counterpart in the Corinthian Church,
and are continually repeated with various
modifications at various times,”

It is evident that this Epistle can be
understood only in the light of the char-
acter of the Greek, and the peculiar cir-
cumstances of the time and of the ori-
gin of the Church at Corinth.

[Paul gives the key to the Corinthian errors
in the carnal mind and temper of the Greek
himself, to which he repeatedly calls atten-
tion. It was the natural man, or the results
of the old life of nature still asserting its
power in various ways, and in different
forms and degrees in different persons, ac-
cording to their peculiarities and relations,
and to such an extent, that the Apostle
denies them a proper spiritual character,
and designates them as carnal, creatures of
flesh. It was this carual temper, acting out
the Greek nature—as representing reason,
humanity, and free development and action,
according to the law of human nature, which
may be called the Law of Human R
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of the preaching of the Gospel. It
was this, too, that led to the irregulari-
ties that have been noticed, as well as
to irregularities of conduct and life,
secular and religious, and to the skep-
ticism, especially with reference to the
resurrection of the dead.

The Epistle presents Paul’s divinely
inspired protests against the false teach-
ers, who in the name of wisdom and
freedom were exalting error and vice
in that great center of thought and
luxury. His aim was fo bring the
Chureh to the true basis of Gospel wisdom
in subjection to Christ, in doing which
he presented as his Central Theme
vhrist Orucified as the only true Wisdom
and way of Salvation,—thus emphasiz-
ing again, but from another point of
view than in the Epistle to the Romans,
the doctrine of justification by faith.

The following may serve as a con-
venient Outline of First Corinthians,
based upon that of Lange, as carrying
out Paul’s purpose of leading the Co-
rinthian Church to realize the true idea
of the Church, and to rid itself of all
those faults and defects that arose from
the false Greek notion of human nature
and human wisdom, and that obstructed
its proper growth and progress :

InTRODUCTION. —Paul’s benediction
and his hope for the Corinthian Chris-
tians. Ch. i. 1-9.

Part First.—Defects consisting in
“a lack of sound Christian community
of feeling, growing out of lack of sound
doctrine and true wisdom.” Ch. i. 10-
xiv.

I. Regarding the position of Church mem-

bers toward Christ and His ministers, Christ
crucified being the only foundation and the

that led to the deadly error of the Greek, as
shown in his tendencies to work out salva-
tion by his own wisdom, along the lines of
free evolution of human nature, instead of
depending upon the wisdom of God as re-
vealed in the Gospel.]

It wus his tendency to regard Salova-
tion as the Evolution of Human Nature,
that led him to put philosophy and elo-
quence in the place of Ohrist erucified,
and the teaching of these in the place

only ge of His ministers. Ch. i, 10-iv.

II. Regarding the discipline of unworthy
and corrupt Church members, Ch. v.

III. Regarding the proper demeanor of
Church members in their civil, social, and
marital relations. Ch. vi.-vil.

IV. Regarding the conduct of the strong
and liberal-minded toward the weak, in
things morally indifferent, Ch. viii.-x.

V. Regarding deportment at the assem-
blies of the Church. Ch. xi.-xiv,

PARrT SECOND. —A defect in doctrinal
knowledge, and of stedfastness to the
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article of the resurrection of the dead,
as resting on Christ’s resurrection and
being fundamental. Ch. xv.

ConcrusioN. —Practical instructions
and suggestions, and greetings and
parting wishes, with earnest exhorta-
tion. Ch. xvi.

Second Epistle to the Corinthians.

Paul wrote the second Epistle to the
Corinthians in Macedonia, during his
journey from Ephesus to Achaia, to
send to the church by Titus, to com-
mend the reforination that had been
wrought in them by his First Epistle,
and in order further to expose the
worthlessness of their false wisdom.
He seeks further to impress upon the
Corinthians the True Wisdom of the
Cross in Salvation.

T he Apostie’s Method.—As * his letter
had awakened, and had reestablisht the
fear of God in their hearts, and integ-
rity in their walk,” his sorrowing
heart, in the midst of his trials at
Ephesus, was revived by the good
news. While commending their re-
form and spiritual restoration, he un-
folds for them in a remarkable way the
consolations that fill his own heart in
the midst of trial, as showing “the
power of life by which he lived in
Christ. ” It was the Power of this Divine
Life that the Corinthians needed in order
that they might be both transformed
and sustained in the midst of their
peculiar trials and temptations.

It was necessary for him especially
to direct his efforts to the restoration
and confirmation of %is Apostolic Au-
thority which had been so bitterly and
obstinately assailed, and to the removal
of the obstacles in the way of his efforts
for their good. The persons who had
brought about this state of things were
evidently Judaizers (2 Cor. xi. 22),
who had done their work in the interest
of the ritesand ceremonies of Judaism.
Says Lange :

“They seem to have been especially dis-
tinguisht for their opposition to Paul's
apostolic authority, as for their zeal in be-
lief of the Jewish law and for Christianity
as a merely legal system.”

This Epistle is of special Historical
Interest. The circumstances that called
it forth made it especially personal, I
gives the clearest insight into the
character and life of Paul thut has any-
where been given. It shows espe-
cially the high moral character and
religious spirit of the Apostle, his self-
sacrificing devotion to the good of
souls, and his honorable dealing with
all his fellow laborers.

Incidentally  émportant  Doctrinal
Points are toucht upon, as for ex
ample: The testimony of conscience
(ch. i. 12-14); the power of the
Church in cases of discipline (ch. ii.
3-8) ; the contrast between the Chris
tian and the Mosaic dispensations (ch.
iii. 8-18) ; the prospect of a building
of God, a house not made with hands
in the heavens (ch. v. 1-8) ; the object
of the death of Christ and the nature of
the reconciliation effected by Him (ch.
v. 14-21; viii. 9) ; the duty of separa
tion from the world (ch. vi. 14-18);
the nature of godly sorrow and repent-
ance (ch, vii. 8-11); the true method
of charitable contribution (ch. viii. 1;
ix. 15) ; the limits and nature of inspira-
tion (ch. viii. 8, 10) ; and the signs of
the divine Apostleship (ch. xii. 12).

The following Outline of Second Co
rinthians may open the way to its
further study :

INTRODUCTION. —Salutations and vin-
dication of the Apostle’s truth and sin-
cerity. Ch. i.-ii. 4.

Parr First.—The Apostle seeks
further to correct the defects in the
feelings and views of the Corinthian
Christians, resulting from imperfect
grasp of Christ crucified and the
Gospel. Ch. ii. 5-vii. 16.

I. He gives further direction regarding
the incestuous person (rebuked in 1 Corin-
thians), now penitent. Ch, ii. 5-13.

11. He expatiates on the nature, dignity,
motives, and aims of the apostolic office.
Ch. ii. 14-v, 10.

[I1. He endeavors to bring the Corinthian
Christians into perfect accord with himself
and with the Gospel. Ch, v. 11-vii, 1,

IV. He pleads with them to receive him,
joytully acknow)edging their kindly recep-
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tion of his former rebukes and exhortations.
Ch, vii. 2-16.

Parr Seconp.—The Apostle holds
up for their imitation the liberality
and promptitude of the Macedonian
Christians in their proposed collection
for the Christians in Judea, and sets
forth the principles of Christian giv-
ing. Ch. viii.-ix.

Part Top.—The Apostle vindi-
cates his authority and character against
the charges of false teachers. Ch. x.-
xiii. 4.
exhortation,
Ch. xiii.

ConcrusioN. — Final
farewell, and benediction,
4-14.

The Epistle to the Galatians.

Paul wrote the Epistle to the Gala-
tians, to the inhabitants of Galatia, or
Galo-Gracia, in Phrygia, a people of
Gallic or Germanic origin, who after
various wanderings past over and
settled in Asia Minor. They became
associated with the surrounding Greeks
and their civilization, but retained
their own vernacular in the inter
course of common life. They were
thus so united by a natural and com-
mon bond that Paul could address an
Epistle to them collectively. The
Galatian churches were founded by Paul
(Gal. i. 8; iv. 13-19), probably during
his second missionary tour. The
Epistle was written after the visit of
Paul to Jerusalem recorded in Acts xv.
and after Paul had been twice in
Galatia (ch. iv. 13). It was probably
written from Ephesus, near the time of
the writing of the second Epistle to the
Corinthians or that to the Romans.

[When Paul first visited Galatia some of his
converts came from the Jewish synagog and
belonged to the circumcision (ch. iii. 13, 21,
25; iv. 3, 5), altho most of his converts came
from the heathen population (ch, iii. 20; iv.
8, 12, 17, 21; v. 2; vi. 12). The Gentile
converts had received the Apostle on his first
visit, when he was suffering from some
grievous bodily ailment, with special cor-
diality; and this circumstance had added to
the interest and efficiency of his precching
(iv. 18). Subsequently, and after the Apos-
tle's departure, Judaizing Christians, claim-
ing to vome with the approval and authority

Exegetical and Expository Section.
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of the Apostles at Jerusalem, “crept in un-
awares” into the Galatian churches and
stirred up controversy by ingisting that all
the Gentile members should be circumcised.
These teachers were unscrupulous in their
efforts to undermine the apostolic authority
of Paul, representing him as inferior to the
Apostles at Jerusalem. They succeeded in
influencing some of the restless spirits in the
church, thereby producing discontent and
hindering the work of the Apostle. When
Paul heard of this, he wrote to the churches
collectively his Epistle, in order to correct
the evil.)

The condition of things in the
churches and the Apostle’s purpose in
writing decided the theme of the Epistle.
That theme was, Justification is by
Faith in Christ Alone. 'The theme
stated megatively, or as it needs to be
considered in Paul’s argument with the
Galatians, is, Justification is ¢mpossible
by Rites and Ceremonies.

The Kpistle in this way meets the
error concerning salvation, into which
the Jew naturally fell, and against
which he needed to be especially
guarded. And while it met the needs
of the Galatians at that time, it was
also fitted to meet the needs of the Jew
in this. regard in all ages, as well as the
needs of those who, like the Jew, are
inclined to lay too great stress on the
forms of religion to the neglect of its
spirit and essence.

The Epistle to the Galatians consists
of Three Parts :

Part First.—Paul afiirms and
proves his Divine calling and author-
ity, as an Apostle of Christ, which had
been called in question by some in
Galatia. Ch. i.-i.

Part SecoNn.—He establishes the
fundamental doctrine of the Gospel,
that justification is entirely by faith,
not by the works of the law. Ch.
iii.-iv.

PArT THIRD. —He gives some ay “ro-
priate warnings and practical d'-ec-
tions, and closes with an earnest ex r-
tation against trusting in circumei.’>n
or in anything else than the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Ch. v.-vi.

These Epistles—to the Romans, the
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Corinthians, and the Galatians—em- tendencies—to seek Salvation either by

brace humanity as it appears in its
three great types, Roman, Greek, and
Jew, and in its three fundamental legal

June 6-12.—Tne Hicnesr
BLE TroUGHT—HALLOWED BE
NAME,

Possr-

Tay

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God.—Matt.
vi. 9.

Name is significant. Back in my
boyhood, and in the darkness of the
midnight, I was seized once with a
spasm of childish terror. My mother
heard my cry, and coming to me,
spoke amid the darkness, “I am
mother.” That name revealed her.
It stood for all she was—her tender-
ness, love, care, watchfulness. The
boyish fright past in an instant at
the sweet syllabling of her name. So
the name of God stands for God, as
He has revealed Himself in nature,

in Scripture, in Jesus Christ. So, to
pray, Hallowed be Thy name, is to pray,
Hallowed be 7hyself. It is the highest
possible human thought of God.

Think, further—IHallowed be Thy
name. To hallow is to set apart, sanc-
tify, show forth as sacred. And it is
God Himself we are taught to pray
may be thus hallowed. And surely,
God is worthy of such hallowing.

(A) Consider, what such hallowing
of the name of God will necessarily
prevent.

(@) It will prevent irreverent and
profane speech of Him.

Said one to another terribly profane :

“But if thou will swear, stop till you get
through the turnpike on the moor, where
none but God and thyself can hear.”

Afterward, this one who had been
thus reproved made answer :

“Ah, master, do you know what you said

PASTORAL SECTION.
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By Wayraxp Hoyr, D.D.

the Deeds of the Moral Law, or by those
of ‘e Law of Reason, or by those of the
Ceremonial Law.

to me about swearing? I was thunderstruck.

I went on the road and got through the turn-
pike and reacht the moor, and there I
thought that tho I was alone, yet God was
with me, and I trembled to think how He
had been with me and’ had known all my
sins and follies my life 'ong.”

The thought of God cured him.
How much men need such hallowing
thought of God to still the profanities
on their angry or thoughtless lips!
There is no more senseless, inexcusable
habit than this of profanity. Pray
rather, Hallowed be Thy name, and be
reverently still in the Great Presence.

() It will prevent complaining
thought of God.

A little child was laughing at a man
for doing such a childish thing as
blowing soap-bubbles. But the man
was Sir Isaac Newton, and Sir Isaac
Newton was doing it that he might
study the laws of light as discerned in
the bubble’s iridescence. So what may
seem very strange to us is highest wis-
dom in the larger thought of God.

And hallowing the name of God will
keep us from complaining. We shall
rather reverently trust His wisdom.

(¢) It will prevent defrauding action
toward Him. Hallowing His name,
we shall regard His Sabbath ; we shall
be recognizing the fact of our stew-
ardship toward Him in the manage-
ment of our possessions.

(B) Consider now, to what a real
praying of this prayer a real having
of this highest possible thought will
incite us.

(a) Certainly it will incite to prayer.
We shall delight in communion with
God.
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(b) Certainly it will incite to Bible
reading. We shall hail the revelation
God has made to us in the Scripture.

(¢) Certainly it will incite to careful-
ness of living. No man can be heed-
less about his life whose sincere desire
is that he may hallow the name of
God.

(d) Certainly it will incite to putting
lofty motive into lowly duty, and so to
transfiguring lowly duty.

JUNE 13-19.—Tne PersoNAL CALL
oF CHRIST,

And when she had so said, she went
her way, and called Mary her sister se-
cretly, saying, The Muster is come, and
calleth for thee. As soon as she heard
that, she arose quickly and ca. e unto him.
—John xi. 28, 29.

The Master is come—what a word is
that !

Mr. Ruskin tells us that of all the
people in the world, those least sen-
sitive to the majesty of the mounwain
height, the solemnity of the mountain
shadow, the brightness of the moun-
tain glory, are the Swiss who steadily
live amidst them all. Iteration of im-
pression dulls sensitiveness to it.

That is our danger : wontedness to
the great facts of our religion makes
us sadly heedless of the facts.

The central fact of our religion is
this which Martha announces to her
sister Mary—the Master is come !

Seek, by a little thought about the
fact, to arouse ourselves into some
consciousness of its stupendousness.

Who is this Master who has come?

(A) He is Deity. As Deity He is—

(a) Creator.

(b) Divine titles are yielded Him,

(¢) Divine attributes are His.

(d) Limitless rule is His.

(e) Worship belongs to Him.

And this Master, who is Deity, has
come. That He might come to Martha,
to Mary, He came first in Incarnation.
“And the Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us. "—John i. 14.

And the coming of the Master, who
is Deity, into our world, is utmost
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proof that God has not forgotten the
world. John iii. 16,

(B) But this Master who has come is
not Deity alone. He is other, He is
man as well as God. Phil. ii. 6, 8.

(a) Thus He is the unveiling of God.

(b) Thus He is God in sympathy
with us.

(¢) Thus the Master is God acces-
sible. Heb. iv. 15, 16.

And so by every possible sanction
He is Master—Dby all the sanctions of
Godhood; by all the sanctions of
brotherhood.

(C) Take, now, another step. This
Master who has come has personal call
for each one of us. “The Master is
come and calleth for thee.” For the
Master no one of usis lost in the crowd.
“He calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out.”—John x. 8.

(a) Christ has personal call forevery
one of us from sorrow to Himself,
Mary here was in sad plight. All her
hopes had been dasht. She wassiiting
amid the desolate wastes of what
seemed to her unanswered prayer.

The usual result of a despairing sor-
row, at least at first, is a kind of nerve-
less and helpless apathy. “But Mary
sat still in the house”—that tells it all.

But into our sorrow comes the per-
sonal call of Christ—the Master is come
and calleth for thee. He is sorrow’s
comfort—He is strength when sorrow
falls. Rom. viii. 28.

(b) Christ has personal call to every
one of us, from disinclination to at-
tempt for Him.

(¢) Christ has personal call to every
one of us, from a kind of vague inten
tion of service to distinct endeavor for
Him. Take hold, in His name, of some
distinct thing—the duty next you.

(d) Christ has personal call for every
one of us, out of whatever breaks with
brotherliness and Christian harmony,
to the precise opposite of it.-—1 John
iii. 14.

(¢) Christ has personal call to every
one of us, out of sin to repentance.
Christ can save from sin, but even
Christ can not save in sin.
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Heed these personal calls of the
Master, and quickly. *“And she arose
quickly, and came unto him.” We
miss so much by laggardness, by fail-
ure of swift response.

JUNE 20-26. —CRross-CURRENTS,

Now is my soul troubled; and what
shall 1 say? Father, save me from this
hour: but for this cause came 1 unto this
hour. Father, glovify thy name. Then
came there a voice from heaven, saying,
1 have both glorified it, and will glorify it
again.—John xii. 27, 28.

Behold, in our Scripture, the great
fact that our Lord is not distant from
us; that He is veritably tied together
with ourselves by similar experiences ;
that that most comforting Scripture,
Heb. iv. 15, is exactly true.

(A) Consider, our Lord is in the
close vision of His cross. As one ap-
proaching a rugged mountain gets at
last within the shadow of it, and be-
holds, undimmed by distance, its rocky
and frowning ridges, which yet he
must somehow scale, so it was with
our Lord and His near passion.

Then, the method of that cross—the
thorny and transfixing way of sacrifice
He is doomed to tread, opens before
Him, and takes before His prophetic
gight distincter form. It is an awful
way—that way of the cross.

At once, as with the bravest soldiers
just passirg into battle, His soul is
troubled—tost, agitated, blown hither
and thither as the waves are by the
wind. Our Lord is caught amid cross-
currents.

Attend here to a little accurate ex-
egesis. “Now is my soul troubled,”
exclaims our Lord. There are in the
New Testament, two words, sometimes
interchangeably and sometimes ¢ pecial-
izingly used to designate either two
departments of the same thing, or two
different things—pneuma and psuche.
Pneuma means, either that department
of the human spirit, or that scparate
spiritual entity within a man which
fronts Godward, which has special re-
ceptivity for God, which is the seat
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and home of conscience, worship, all
the highest things a man feels and
knows toward God.

But psuche is either the name for a
lower department of the human spirit
or a lower entity belonging to it. It
is the seat of the usual human life, in
fears, hopes, affections, intellect.

While the characteristic of the
pneuma is that it looks Godward, the
characteristic of the psuche is that it
looks earthward. While pneuma is
that which specially allies & man with
God, psuche is that which specially
allies a man with his fellows and with
his present earthly state of being.

Now is My soul troubled! exclaims
our Lord. And the word translated
soul is psuche—the lowliest portion and
department of a man’s spiritual nature ;
the place and region of His more
earthly dreads, hopes, simply intellec-
tual convictions.

All this is very wonderful, beauti-
ful, and disclosing to us of the real
humanity of our Lord. Our Lord was
possest of psuche—soul—this lower
region of the spirit, as well as our-
selves. Our Lord had a kind of dual-
ity in His human nature, just as we
have.

And it was this more earthward part
of Him that, in the near presence of
His cross, was shaken with dread be-
fore it ; was in a kiud of clash with His
higher nature because of it; was hesi-
tant and almost yielding from the go-
ing on toward the awful cross; was
plunged into the swirl of cross-currents
concerning it.

These cross-currents close before the
cross—do they not represent and inter-
pret in most real way your own experi-
ences before some sorrow, compas-
sion, sacrifice, duty?

(B) Having thus discovered the fact
of these cross-currents in our Lord,
take another step, and learn from Him
the method of triumph amidst them
and over them.

" Qur Lord is in the very vortex of
these cross-currents “Now is my
soul troubled,” He exclaims. The re-
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fluent pressure of the sore temptation
sweeps Him backward into, at least, a
momentary hesitation. “What shall I
say?” He exclaims further. “Shall I
say, Father, save Me from this hour?
Release Me, I can not go on with the
abysmal task; I must refuse the cross;
anything but that !”

Then, at once, the cross-currents are
baffled and subdued. Serenely and
steadily our Lord arises from all these
agitations. He again exclaims: “But
for this cause came I unto this hour;
Father, glorify thy name !”

What was the way of our Lord’s
triumph amidst and over these buffet-
ing cross-currents? Do you not see
plainly? It was the way of His steady
adherence to His main purpose not-
withstanding cross-currents. “Father,
glorify thy name!” It was by the
empire of what was highest in Him
over that which was lower in Him. It
was by crowning of the pneuma above
the psuche.

So let us be true amid cross-currents.
If we are Christians this is the main
purpose of our lives—the serving and
the glorifying God. Crown over your-
self this main purpose. At all hazards
do it, so you shall go onward right
nobly and compel the cross-currents
into smoothness and placidity. And
for you there shall be the help of this
sympathizing Christ, who, by personal
experience, knows all about these
swirling cross-currents.

Jung 27-80; JuLy 1-3.—TriumpH.

And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehendeth it not.—
John i, 5.

That word translated, comprehended,
will bear a better and, Ithink, a truer
meaning—overcame. *And the light
shineth in darkness and the drrkness
overcame it not.” Under the guidance
of such translation, think of our Lord’s
Triumph. “And the light shineth in
darkness,”—no words can better tell
the meaning of the incarnate Christ’s
entrance into our world.

Always there was some light shining
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into the darkness. The darkness was
never 8o dense but that some luminous
streaks were shooting through it.

(a) There was the light of nature.
Rom. i. 20.

() There was the
science. Rom. ii. 15.

(c) There was the light of the an-
cient Hebrew ritual—a kind of kinder-
garten school of spiritual truth.

(d) There was the light of prophecy.
But all this light was but as the stream-
ing of scattered stars, in the presence of
the sunburst of a June noon compared
with the light of Christ.

(A) Christ is light concerning God.
“No man knoweth who the Father is
but the Son.” “He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father.”

(B) Christ is light concerning man.

(a) His dignity and value. What
must not be the essential nobility of
that human nature in which Deity
would incarnate Himself?

(b) His sin. 'What awful and black
background of sin do not the pure
life and sacrificial death of Christ dis-
close!

(¢) The forgiveness of man’s sin.
Christ’s atonement is satisfaction for
man'’s sin.

(d) Concerning another life. Christ’s
resurrection is complete disclosure of
another life

Such light as this concerning God
and man the incarnate Christ has
streamed into our world. And the
blessed, heart-helping fact is, the dark-
ness overcomes it not.

Consider first—historically, the dark-
ness has not overcome the light.

(@) Very wonderful is the slight im-
pression our Lord made upon contem-
porary history. Tacitus has but a
sneering allusion to “one Christus.”

(b)) Very wonderful—the early op-
position to Christianity. There were
three great preparations for Christian-
ity—the Jewish, to introduce the ideas
of God, Messiah. But Judaism set it-
self against Christianity. The prepa-
ration Greek—the preparation of phi-
losophy and language. But the cross

light of con-
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was the scorn of the cultured Greek.
The preparation Roman —to furnish
peaceful roadway for the dissemination
of Christianity. But all the might of
the Roman emperors arrayed itself
against Christianity.

(¢) Very wonderful that Christianity
should have past to conquest, consid-
ering the doctrines it preacht. There
is no appeal in these doctrines to the
sensual man, as there is, e.g., in the
doctrines of Mohammedanism,

(@) It is also very wonderful that
Christianity should bhave past to con
quest, considering its weapon. That
weapon was not the sword, but simply
preaching.

(¢) Nor could the darkness of a cor-
rupt church overcome Christianity.
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The Reformation broke through the
darkness,

(f) In modern missionsalso the light
has been overcoming the darkness.

Consider, second—experimentally, in
the individual heart, the darkness does
not overcome the light.
itual regeneration.

There is spir-
And the path of
the just goes on shining unto the per-
fect day.

Consider, third—as the darkness has
not overcome the light in the past, so
in the future it shall not. The past of
Christianity is prophecy of triumph.

Therefore—

(a) Be of hopeful courage.

(b) Ally yourself with the light.

(¢) Do your share against the dark-
ness,

PREACHERS EXCHANGING VIEWS.
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and Suggestions,

Sermon-Building.

Dr. D. J. BUrRreLL'S witness, in
the January number of Tue ReviEw,
on the subject of sermon building, is
certainly worthy of attention, if only
as evidence te the enormous and hard
work put into their discourses by the
ministers of the Gospel. This may be
a surprise to many laymen, and a cor-
rective against thoughtless criticism.

But one matter suggests itself in
connection with Dr. Burrell's method.
“On Monday, selected themes for both
sermons.” If this muchis granted, the
rest of the week's work may easily be
accepted. But I confess that for my-
self I do not understand how a minister
can 8o proceed to select themes. How
can he be sure that God requires him
to preach on the “Outside of the Plat-
ter”? For me, no labor is so hard as
the preliminary study, reading, prayer,
song, visitation. No active pastor can
be without a general conviction of what
his message should be, but the particu-
lar phrase and the immediate word
must be developt by a pressure from

on high. Critical and prayerful study
of the Scriptures, with this expectant
attitude, “ Lord, what is the message
that Thou wilt send by Thy servant next
Sabbath?” together with wide reading
and pastoral inquiry, fill my week up
to Thursday, when, usually, the sub-
ject flashes before me in definite lines.
Very often the Scripture passage comes
thus to me in the night, or awakes me
with the words in my mouth in early
morning. The rest of the vrepara-
tion requires labor, but it is direct and
delightful toil, when all the material
comes troopiug along for service.

A second remark may be that most
minds differ from Cwesar’s, who could
dictate to several scribes upon different
themes, maintaining as many consecu-
tive trains of thoughtat one time. For
myself, I usually find the second sermon
growing out of the morning’s dis-
course as a correlated theme. This,
from the material already gathered and
unused, is frequently thrown into form
on Saturday and developt in the three
hours preceding the Sabbath evening
service.
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I remember that our Professor of
Homiletics in the Seminary, who was
for thirty years one of your prominent
New York pastors, confest that he had
often spent days together finding his
theme, even going so far as to roll in
agony upon his study floor;; but when
it came, it came with power. Yet his
methodical ways and his studious toil
were no less than such as Dr. Burrell
indicates. This last fact is almost uni-
versally attested as necessary

GrEORGE W. BORDEN.

Sours AuBurN, NEBR.

Misquoted Scriptures.

IN the February number of TaE
HoMmirLeric REview, page 174, I find a
misquotation under the heading of
subject: “For Judgment.”

“And Jesus said, For judgment I
am come unto this world, that they
which see not might see; and that
they which see might not be blind”
(John, ix. 39).

This should read : *“ And Jesus said,
For judgment I am come into [not
*unto”] this world, that they which
see not might see ; and that they which
see might be made blind” [not “might
not be blind”].

C. R. TuromrsoN.

PuruipsviLLe, PA.

‘‘ Plagiarism in the Pulpit. "’

Arroros to the Editorial Notes in
Tue Review of May under the topic
“Plagiarism in the Pulpit,” I should
like to ask a question. TrE REVIEW
publishes from month to month treat-

Social Section.
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ments of many texts. The outline of a
sermon is given to a greater or less
extent. Then also tae prayer-meeting
topics by Dr. Hoyt are publisht regu-
larly. This is the question that comex
tome, and I want the judgment ot 'I'ng
Review in the matter. 181w wioug v
take these outlines and contract them
or expand them as one may wish, put

ting in of course much new material,
and also at the same time using much
that is in the outline or prayer-meeting
service?

The writer confesses that he is not
clear on the matter, At times it seems
to him that it is not the thing to do.
Then again comes the thought : When
the outline has been made mine ; when
I have workt it over; when I have in-
troduced my own ideas, have I not a
right to use the matter in that way? I
shall esteem it a kindness if you will
give me your opinion in the case.

FArrBURY, NEBR. F.W.R.

[This is doubtless a very common
perplexity. The discourses, outlines,
etc., are given for suggestion and stim-
ulation, rather than for use in the form
in which they appear. A man who is
intellectually active and alert will find
in them starting-points from which to
proceed, and material to work over from
his own point of view and for his own
special ends. Such working over,
modification, and assimilation by the
man who does his own thinking will
leave the connection of the result with
the model almost unrecognizable. It
will be practically the man’s own.—
Hditors. )

SOCIAL SECTION.
SOCIAL STUDY AND SOCIAL WORK.
By J. H. W. StuckenNsBgrG, D.D.

History does not confirm the favorite
theory that an inherent energy in hu-
man nature impels it to continuous
progress. Can this progress be affirmed
of Egypt, India, China, and of the
older civilizations in general? China

was least disturbed by the incursions
of foreigners, yet how slow the for-
ward movement for centuries, if there
was movement at all. So we are told
that “in the more secluded parts of
Arabia, the most civilized tribesmen
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are still, so far as we can judge, at
exactly the same level as the majority
of their ancestors four thousand years
ago.”

WE have long been familiar with the
saying that society makes criminals.
Has any one ever heard that society
makes saints?

8t. Simon, who regarded himself as
a descendant of Charlemagne, devoted
his life ¢ social reform. While a
young man he had himself awakened
by his servant every morning with the
words: “Arise, Count, for you have
great things to accomplish.”

Social workers should take courage.
Every great movement is apt to be
treated with indifference or even con-
tempt in the beginning. Christianity
itself in its first centuries in the Roman
empire was no exception. And re-
specting the early abolitionists we
read : “Few little groups of people in
this world were ever at the first so
thoroughly sneered at and afterward so

devoutly despised and detested as were
these.”

Amid the popular denunciation of
the rich it ought to be emphasized that
wealth sometimes nobly performs its
grand mission as a divine and social
trust. Ruskin ‘was a man of means as
well as a genius., Inheriting nearly a
million dollars, he added to this sum by
his writings. But his charity was
limited only by his means. He first
gave a tenth of his income, then one
half, finally the whole. He moder-
ated his passion for works of art and
his love of travel in order to aid worthy
artists and laborers. We are told that
in 1877 he had given away his entire
fortune save $250,000. “But in view
of the needs of the workingmen’s clubs,
this amount seemed much too large for
his personal needs. He therefore deter-
mined to distribute all save £12,000
worth of consols, the interest of which
would bring him some £300. Upon
this interest he now lives, the income
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of his books bein_ distributed among
his servants, his old pensioners, and his
various plans for social reform.”

‘We must educate—this is the imper-
ative demand on the church, society,
and the state. If ignorance flourishes
in large districts in our centers of pop
ulation, how can it be expelled other-
wise than by the efforts of the enlight-
ened? Dr. Rein, of Jena, one of the
most eminent professors of pedagogics,
urges the importance of the devotion of
the educated to the instruction of the
illiterate, a matter which he thinks en-
tirely too much neglected by those who
have knowledge to impart. If this
duty is attended to, the results must be
beneficial, tho the progress may be slow.
It took five hundred years to accom-
plish the elevation of the third estate,
and he wonders whether that of the
laborers will take as long. He gives
an illustration of an effort in the right
direction. *“ When last fall I wandered
over the hills of Edinburgh, I met
two young English teachers ot the high-
er branches who were taking a trip
through Scotland; but they were
neither traveling alone nor for their
pleasure. They were the guides of a
party of some seventy persons, and
their companions were not aristocratic
boys of Rughyv, but factory laborers
who escaped for a week from the soot
and noise of their toil, and visited,
under the guidance of these two genial
instructors, the historic scenes of the
Scottish kings and the charming regions
of the land of Walter Scott, combining
instraction with recreation, sport, and
cheerful songs.”

A Popular Error.

Dr. Paulsen, professor of philosophy
in the University of Berlin, in his able
work on ethics shows that the law of
the survival of the fittest is not always
applicable to human affairs. He calls

attention to the fact that social rank is
by no means an infallible test of a
man’s ability and worth. Numerous
historians have shown that while the
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position of noblemen in different coun-
tries has been in the highest social
rank, the degeneracy of large numbers
of the nobility has been universally
admitted. The fittest were not always
on the summit but frequently in the
lower social grades.

The common application of the sur-
vival of the fittest to social affairs is
astonishing. In the pulpit, on the
platform, in the daily press and cur-
rent literature, in works of specialists
and in public opinion, the notion pre-
vails that in the competitive struggle
of life the intelligent, the moral, the
industrious, and the frugal achieve
success, while those possessing the op-
posite qualities are doomed to failure.
The inference is then too often drawn
that the strong are always on top and
the weak at the bottom. The place
assigned to each one is thought to de-
pend on his ability, and that his fitness
determines his occupation, his wages,
his social position, and his influence.
It is claimed that temporary wrongs
will right themselves by the process of
evolution, and that thus, eventually,
each man will get his dues.

Whoever thinks at all knows that the
strength and virtue and ability are not
all on top, and that all the weaknesses
and vices and follies are not at the bot-
tom. Nothing is more exasperating
to laborers than to have them, as a
class, treated as weak and imbecile, or
as an inferior order of beings whose
life of endless toil is a just doom, and
whose very position is evidence that
they are not fit to rise into better con-
ditions. There is no more effective
way of degrading men than by prov-
ing them fit for nothing but their
degradation.

The false theory we are combating
is based on the supposition that the
conditions of competition are equal to
all; that men start with the same
chances of success and failure, and
that the result depends wholly on in-
dividual effort. But what are the
facts? One man starts with every ad-
vantage of wealth, of culture, of social
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position, and influence, while another
has none of these advantages, and
everything against him. Thus the
weak intellect is often forced through
college while a gifted youth must labor
to support himself and help his family.
The man who has neither the ability
nor energy to make a fortune may in-
herit one. Does the accident of birth
make him superior to the poor but
skilful and energetic lad who faces a
life of toil and sacrifice? Here is a
millionaire who has never earned a
penny, who has inherited all he pos-
sesses, who is a weakling, a debauchee,
a disgrace to his family, a pest to the
community ; yet economically he is on
top, while away down in the social
scale are strong, able, worthy men who
must toil and practise self-denial to
keep the wolf from the door.

Who has the hardihood to compare
in point of ability and worthiness and
usefulness the fashionable butterfly
with our noble but struggling school-
teachers or with honest and capable
servant-girls?

There is a soul of truth in the error.
When nations compete for ages, with
the chances in the main equal, the
stronger will gain the victory. 8o, as
we have seen, the same is true of indi-
viduals with equal opportunities. But
when the positions of men depend on
external conditions, not on the men
themselves, then the weak may be at
the top and the strong at the bottom.
Often the strong rise and the weak fall,
but not always. The struggle which
develops the strength of some breaks
that of others; and where one achieves
success a hundred may fail. Was
Fred Douglass a weakling because a
slave? And was there only one Fred
Douglass among the slaves because only
one attracted the public eye?

Much of the recent advance in social
thought consists in the fact that we
have learned that men often occupy
positions, whether high or low, in
which they are not placed by their
own worthiness or unworthiness, but

by circumstances and conditions over
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which they have no control. Hence
the demand made by social thinkers
that intellectual and ethical changes
are needed in men themselves, but that
changes are likewise needed in social
and industrial conditions, in order that
there may be more equality of oppor-
tunity and more equal chances in the
struggle of life.

QUESTIONS.*

What Is Christian Socialism? Will
It Solve the Social Problem ?

Maurice Kingsley, and other English
writers who called themselves Chris-
tian socialists, aimed to overcome the
evils growing out of the present indi-
vidualistic system and advocated fra-
ternal cooperation. They hoped to
elevate the laboring classes by incul-
cating the principles of Christian
brotherhood and by education, with-
out interfering with private property
or appealing to the state for assist-
ance. Others have favored communis-
tic views, appealing to the temporary
communism mentioned in Acts. The
term Christian socialism has in general
been vague, implying that the spirit
and teachings of Christ ought to be
applied to industrial affairs. That it
can not properly be applied to a species
of collectivism as advocated by Marx
and the social democrats, is evident.

Taking Christian socialism as an ap-
plication of Christ’s teaching to hu-
man relations, it certainly has a highly
essential mission respecting the social
problem. The doctrine of Christ, if
lived, would overcome the inhumanity
of man to man. But there are other
than humane considerations ir the
social problem. It involves many per-
plexing economic and political ques-
ions, for the solution of which Chris-
tianity furnishes neither a science of
economics nor of government. Never-
theless, by promoting the spirit and
teachings of Christ it may become more

* Address questions for this department to
the Editor, 17 Arlington Street, Cambridge,
Mass.
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easy to find the right economic and

political theories, and to make them ef-

fective when discovered.

Has Any Solution been Found for the
Problem of the Unemployed ?

No; and so overwhelming are the
difficulties, that some investigators de-
spair of a solution amid existing condi-
tions. How can there be a solution so
long as the causes of unemployment
are not removed? Numerous expedi-
ents for special emergencies have been
tried, but they have only partially met
the case. Economists, legislators, city
officials, labor organizations, and char-
itable associations have done their ut-
most, and yet work was not furnisht
for all the unemployed. Labor bu-
reaus have done efficient service, but
they have been unable to create work.
Labor organizations want to shorten
the work day in order to furnish more
labor for the unemployed. Some un-
employed find temporary relief by cul-
tivating unoccupied land near cities.
Germany has labor colonies in which
many needing work are employed for
board and a pittance besides, but not
enough to support a family. Chari-
table associations, trades unions, and
municipalities have also grappled with
the problem, but thus far alms have in
numerous cases been resorted to because
work could not be provided for all.
Investigation has shown that there is a
problem of the unemployed even in
normal conditions, and that it is by no
means only the inefficient who are in
need of employment.

What Teachings of Scripture are

Especially Adapted to Meet the So-

cial Agitations of the Day ?

All passages of the Gospels which
reveal the spirit and work of Christ re-
specting the neglected masses, which
show how He relieved physical suffer-
ing by feeding the hungry and healing
the sick, and which illustrate His sym-
pathy for all kinds of need. Signifi-
cantly the Germans call Him Heiland,
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Healer. What is more deeply needed
by the age than our Lord’'s denuncia-
tion of Mammonism? His doctrine of
the brotherhood of man and the su-
premacy of spiritual interests need but
be made prevalent to banish the vulgar
materialism and accurst covetousness
of the day. Prominent among the
teachings needed are these passages:
“Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.” “Ye can not
serve God and Mammon.” The story
of the fool who enlarged his barns and
trusted in his riches. The parables of
the Good Samaritan and of the Rich
Man and Lazarus, The judgment
scene in Matt. xxv.

The Pauline Epistles are rich in social

LIVING ISSUES FOR

Home Training for Dependent
Children.

For 1 was a hungered, and ye gave me
meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me
drink ; 1was a stranger, and ye took
me in.—Matt. xxv. 85.

TrERE are about 100,000 children
in the United States who are public
charges. Of these, one fourth belong
to the special classes of juvenile delin-
quents and defectives. These latter in-
clude the blind, deaf and dumb, and
feeble-minded. The other 75,000 are
dependent upon public help through
orphanage or desertion by their pa-
rents, or because of parental inability
to care for them. The cost to the com-
munity for these children is about $10-
000,000 a year.

The number of such children in a
given state or city appears to depend
largely upon the methods by which
they are cared for. The greater the
ease of shifting off their burdens upon
the community, the more willing are
parents to do so. New York city, for
example, cares for one child for every
117 of its population, This is in
marked contrast with Philadelphia,
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themes. Among the most important are
those passages which describe Chris-
tians as constituting one body, in which
they are members one of another, so
that if one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it. Rom. xii., and
1 Cor. xii. The letter of James has
been called the sociological epistle of
the New Testament, The second
chapter is especially important.

The Law and the Prophets also
abound in teachings respecting wealth
and poverty, justice and mercy, sym-
pathy for the needy and help for those
in distress. On account of the Scrip-
tural treasures at his command we have
a right to expect the Christian minister
to be the most efficient worker amid
the social agitations of the day.

PULPIT TREATMENT.

which has only one dependent child to
each 2,000 of population. Boston sup-
ports one child to each 856 of popula-
tion. London, with all its poverty and
misery, has but one dependent child to
each 206 of population. In fact, the
two States of New York and California,
where the system adopted is the most
wasteful, care for about 60 per cent. of
the dependent children of the country.

These two States follow the plan of
caring for the children in private insti-
tutions which are supported in part by
public funds. Since the amount re-
ceived is in direct proportion to the
number of children cared for, it is for
the interest of the institutions to draw
in a8 many children as can be accom-
modated. Instead of making it hard
to throw a child upon the public care,
the system malkes it easy.

Another evil, which applies to many
of the other States as well, grows out of
the machine methods of caring for the
children in the institutions. There is
a peculiar repression of the spontaneity
of childhood which marks the insti-
tution child wherever he is found.
There are experienced observers who
gravely assert that the institution chil-
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dren “grow up into half-idiotic men
and women. ” It i8 no wonder, then,
that the average child brought up in
these institutions finds himself greatly
handicapped in the after struggle for
existence.

That the institution method is un-
necessary has been proved by Michigan,
which bas followed a different plan
for the last quarter-century. This
state assumes full control of dependent
children. They are first placed in a
temporary home in a single institu-
tion. Not more than 200 to 800 are
kept there at any one time. The state
officers, of whom there is one in each
county, find permanent homes in fam-
ilies for the children. Thus the child
is placed in surroundings of home life,
which plan is everywhere acknowl-
edged to be the best for developing
manhood and womanhood.

The result of the system has been
that while Michigan's population has
increast more than 60 per cent. dur-
ing the quarter-century, child depend-
ence has dropped off more than 50 per
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There is now but one dependent
child to each 10,000 of population.
The total annual cost for all the de-
pendent children of the State is not
more than New York city pays for
similar charges in a single week.

The Michigan system has been
adopted by Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Rhode Island, and Kansas. With
about the same population as Califor-
nia, Minnesota under this method pgys
less than a tenth as much, and the chil-
dren are far better cared for. Penn-
sylvania and Massachusetts also follow
the home method of placing children.

This subject vitally interests every
community. Whatever the methods
employed by the State, there is oppor-
tunity for local work. Instead of per-
mitting dependent children to go to
other places and among strangers, ef-
forts can be made to place them in fam-
iliesat home. Here is a field where the
church should step in and demonstrate
in a practical way its care for the “ hun-
gry” and “naked” brothers of the Son
of Man.

MISCELLANEOUS SECTION.

SYMPOSIUM ON THE SABBATH.
I. The Religious Obligation of the

Sabbath.
By Rev. WiLsuR F. Crarts, Pu.D.,
WasaineToN, D. C., SUPERIN-

TENDENT OF THE REFORM BUREAU,

THERE are seven reasons why the
Sabbath should be observed and pre-
served as a day of freedom for worship
and from work (save works of neces-
sity and mercy) : 1. Because the law
of the Sabbath is the law of Eden,
where the S8abbath was made for man
as the crowning act of creation. 2.
Because the law of the Sabbath is a
part of the Decalogue, the world’s
eternal constitution. 8. Because the
law of the Sabbath was indorst by
the royal authority of Christ, both in
precept and practise. 4. Because it is
also in accord with Apostolic example.

5. Because it is the law of the Church,
to which we have vowed obedience.
6. Because it is the law of the state,
to which we owe allegiance as good
citizens. 7. Because it is a law of
nature, scientifically proven.

The writer, accepting all these
grounds of obligation, gladly cooper-
ates in the protection of vhe Christian
Sabbath and civil Rest Day with any
ono who accepts even one of them.
There is scarcely another reform in be-
half of which could have been united,
as has been the case with this, Hebrew
clerks, led by their Rabbi; Roman
Catholic Enights of Labor, with an
infidel president, and a unanimous
Protestant Preachers’ Meeting, illus-
trating the coincidence, of which this
is but a sample, of intelligent self-
interest and religious duty.

“The Religious Obligation of the Sab-
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bath,” in a broad interpretation, in-
cludes all the seven grounds of obliga-
tion, above enumerated, for laws of
nature scientifically discovered are laws
of God no less than those Scripturally
revealed, which last include commands
to heed the Church and obey the State,

Indeed, we regard the newly discov-
ered scientific law of weekly rest as the
very starting-point for a discussion of
our theme.

At the World’s Exposition in Paris,
in 1892—in the very city where ninety-
nine years before the frenzied French
Republic had assassinated the Sabbath
in order to be rid of the sacred seven
that points straight to heaven, and had
made every tenth day a holiday in its
stead—a hygienic medal was awarded
to the literature of the Sabbath question
there exhibited, in token that there is no
longer any “question” whether man
needs the weekly rest day. Chief of
the literature there displayed was the
argument of Dr. Haegler, of Basel, the

world’s greatest specialist on the rela-
tion of the Sabbath to hygiene, whose
conclusions are those of medical science

in general. He showed, following ex-
periments of Voit and Pollikofer, from
examinations of the corpuscles of the
blood, that the night’s rest does not
fully restore the day’s waste, but needs
to be supplemented by the weekly rest.
A man does not take as full a breath
when absorbed in work as when at rest,
as every one will recognize when atten-
tion is called to the fact. Scientists
estimate that a man breathes from one
to two cubic inches less at each breath
when ecarnestly at work than if per-
fectly at rest. Estimating on the basis
of one and one-half inches per breath,
for eighteen breaths per minute there
will be a loss of 12,960 cubic inches in
eight hours of work, as compared to
the same length of rest. Meantime the
worker i8 using more oxygen than he
breathes, and drawing the excess cut
of the bank of his own body. In the
case of a certain laborer, taken for ex-
ample, the debt tonature thus made in
a fair day’s work is one ounce. He
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sleeps, and breathes more oxygen than
he uses, but gets back only five sixths
of his lost ounce. So he “runs down”
the week, a sixth of an ounce weaker
every morning, a sixth of an ounce
wearier every night, until on Sabbath
morning he is six sixths of an ounce
short, a whole day behind, nature say,
ing just as loudly, “ You need rest, ” on
Sabbath morning as on Monday night,
only as sleep is just over it must be
waking rest, the rest of changed occupa-
tion and changed thoughts, a rest that
can hardly be had apart from a general
rest day when family and friends can
rest with him, for rest is hardly pos-
sible alone except for invalids. This
full day’s rest brings the worker up
again to his normal level, gives asquare
ledger balance with nature, and so
serves as a fountain of youth, of per-
petual renewal to body and mind. *

The conclusions of Dr. Haegler are
strikingly confirmed by more recent
experiments by Professor C. F. Hodge,
in the Biological Department of Clark
University, Worcester, experiments all
the more valuable because thcy were
made without reference to the Sabbath
law, whose harmony with the nature
of things they so strongly proclaim.
These experiments are reported and ap-
plied to the Sabbath by Henry 8.
Baker, Ph.D., of St. Paul, who thus
writes in The Kingdom, Feb. 7, 1896 :

“We are apt to think that a rest of twelve
hours, with a sleep of about eight, fully re-
cuperates us after a day of hard work at
physical or mental labor or both, The mi-
croscope shows such a view to be wrong.
Even twenty-four hours is not quite enough
time, strange as it may seem. The micro-
scope shows that more than thirty hours,
possibly thirty-three or thirty six, are needed
to restore a cell to its proper size and con-
dition after severe fatigue. In other words,
man is #~ made that he needs a Sabbath
from Saturday evening to Monday morning
of complete rest to be as good as new.

Without this he is never at his best, physi-
cally, mentally, morally, or spiritually. So

* Dr. Haegler's argument, in French, Le
Dimanche au point de vue hygienique et so-
cial, can be had of Pastor E. Deluz, Geneva,
Switzerland, Secretary of the International
Federation of Lord's Day Societies,
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we find the fourth commandment is in the
nineteenth century echoed from the biologi-
cal laboratory with tremendous emphasis,
and again we are compelled to admit that
He who spoke at S8inai must have made the
brain cell and understood its secret working.
Again is our faith made firmer that the Old
Book is not wholly man-made.”

Not physiology only, but archeology
also reinforces the brief Scriptural ref-
erences to the existence of the Sabbath
before the Jewish race. The oldest
literature, especially that of the Acca-
dians, the immediate descendants of
Noah, whose pottery libraries have
risen from the dead to confirm Moses
and the prophets, contain the very word
Sabbatu, which appears in these ancient
tablets as the name of the seventh,
fourteenth, twenty-first, and twenty-
eighth days of each month, on which
certain work was omitted—such a cor-
rupted survival of the Edenic week as
we should expect when pure worship
had fallen into idolatry.

Theology, physiology and archeo-
ology have strangled, with a threefold
cord that can not be broken, the argu-
ment, used chiefly by those who believe
the Sabbath was made for money, that
the Sabbath is only a Jewish institu-
tion, declaring their united and resist-
less verdict ;—The Sabbath is not He-
brew, but human and humane.

We come, then, to the Bible utter-
ances on the Sabbath under such new
light that the controversies of a genera-
tion ago seem like moldy antiques;
for example, the claim that the record
of the establishment of the Sabbath at
man’s creation was only a prophetic
anticipation of what was to occur
twenty-five or more generations later at
Sinai; and the claim which still sur-
vives in Sunday newspaper offices, like
bats at noon, that while nine of the
commandments of the Decalogue are
copied from the nature of things and
bind all men in all ages, the central
and longest command, the keystone of
all, whose keeping leads to the keep-
ing of all the others, whose breaking
causes the breaking of all the others,
is only a temporary Jewish by-law,
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That Justinian, Charlemagne, and
Alfred, Europe’s triumvirate of law-
makers, each began his code with the
Decalogue, so making the whole of it
a part of the common law of civiliza-
tion forever, should have been enough
to show that it is the world’s constitu-
tion in ten articles. Certainly the sus-
picion that its longest article belonged
only to the Jews can no longer be en-
tertained by intelligent men. Steal-
ing, lying, killing are contrary to all
codes of law. Their wickedness is
self-evident. The commands against
adultery and Sabbath-breaking are not
so easily discovered by sinful men, bnt,
being declared by divine revelation,
human science and social experience
confirm the necessity of both to phys-
ical and moral heaith,

That the Sabbath is as old as the race
and as deep as human nature, this is
the bed-rock in our discussion of the
obligation of the Sabbath. We may
well accept the Sabbath law of Sinai
in all its particulars for our guidance
when we find its general principle con-
firmed by the oldest history and the
newest science

But what exactly does the fourth
commandment require? Not the ob-
servance of any particular day of the
week. There is nothing so petty as
that in this great constitutional pro-
vision. Both in Genesis and in Exodus
it is the seventh day after six days of
work, not in either case the seventh day
of the week, that is set apart for united
rest. Sabbath is not and never has been
an equivalent for Saturday as a name
for a day of the week, tho it was ob-
served on Saturday by the Jews for
a while, by authority of some by-law,
as it isnow by anewer by-law observed
on the succeeding day.

“Sabbath, ” like “ Christmas, ” is the
name of the movable feast, not of the
day of its observance. Not the spirit
but the letter of the Sinaitic law is kept
by any community in which the people
work together on six consecutive days
of twenty-four hours, and then suspend
their work for gain the succeeding
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twenty-four hours, save works of neces-
sity and mercy. (The law is not kept
when an individual rests separately
one day in seven.) It is of utmost im-
portance that this longest article of the
world’s constitution should not be con-
fused with any mere by-laws, ancient
or modern, ecclesiastical or civil. The
petty rules of the Pharisees were never
binding on anybody except those who
as members of the sect of the Pharisees
accepted them. They donot have even
temporary Old-Testament authority.
The Pharisaic Sabbath should never
be called “the Jewish Sabbath.” Nor
should the Jewish Sabbath, as defined
in ecclesiastical and civil by-laws out-
side the Decalogue, with its Saturday
and sunset and fireless hearth and
doubled sacrifices and capital punish-
ment, which have no authority over us
save as ancient decisions of the Supreme
Court, in which are contained eternal
principles below the letter, be confused
with the universal Sabbath law of the
Decalogue.

There is nothing in the Sabbath law
of the Decalogue which does not apply
to the whole race in all centuries and
in all countries as deeply as the law of
monogamy, which, like the Sabbath,
to which it is so closely ailied, began its
course with man before the fall, the
two institutions being the Jachin and
Boaz pillars of strength and beauty that
still survive from that lost Paradise.
(As we are not to be diverted from
clear vision of the Sinaitic law by the
too strict laws of the Pharisees, neither
let us be diverted by the generally too
lax laws of our own times, thinking
that because our legislators have broken
God’s law in making a weaker one we
are excused from obedience to the
higher law.)

Clear vision of the Sinaitic law will
help us out of the fogs that day-wor-
shipers have made about “the change
of day” as if it were a change of the
Decalogue, which they ever assume but
never prove. In the first place, the
Saturday keepers should be required to
prove what “the Day " originally was,
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in Genesis, before they raise questions
as to any “change of the Day ™ in the
Gospels. It is a case where they are
contestants for a seat which by the gen-
eral consent of mankind has been
awarded to another, and so on them
lies the burden of proof. They can not
establish their claim until they can in
disputably prove : (1) That God’s Sab-
bath in Genesis was a twenty-four-hour
day ; () thatit was Saturday ; (8) that
this sacred Saturday has come down in
unbroken succession through all ages,
never broken by the throwing aside a
day or more at the end of a month or
year to begin the next with a new week,
as seems to have been the custom at
times; (4) that the Sabbaths of the
Exodus were all Saturdays ; (5) that the
Decalogue’s “seventh day” can mean
only the seventh day of the week; (6)
that the new Lord’s Day Sabbath was
substituted without adequate author
ity. They can not prove oue of these,
and must prove all these and more to
make good their claim that only on Sat-
urday can the Sabbath be truly kept,
that to keep any other day is as bad as
to commit adultery or murder.

Men who believe Roman Catholics in
nothing else, quote as the end of contro-
versy their claim to have changed the
day, in order to brand all Sunday
keepers with “the mark of the beast,”
and make the United States Govern-
ment “the third beast,” which they
picture as a horned hog, and teach their
children to hate. But if they would
read carefully the Roman Catholic cate-
chisms they would find that the teach-
ing there is that the observance of one
day in seven 18 the law of nature, and
that the Roman Catholic Church desig-
nated the new day of observance in Apos-
tolic times; in other words, the claim
they quote as a bit of real infallibility
is but a confirmation of our belief tiat
the change of day was authorized in New-
Testament times.

“The Lord’s Day” which appears in
Revelation as a new word bas unques-
tionably designated the first day of the
week in unbroken succession from the
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present back to the time when an
Apostle wrote/ it. Whether by word

or not, Christ thanged the day (but not
the Decalogup) at His resurrection by
an act that was in any case a legislative
“act, ” makipg that day necessarily the
prince of thg week forever, and the sign
and ensign/of His Lordship over death
and life. /

THE IDEAL BURIAL SERVICE.

By Rev. R. M. Parrerson, D.D.,
LL.D., PuiLAperpruia, Pa.

MinisTERS of the Baptist, Congrega-
tional, Episcopal, Methodist, Presby-
terian, and other denominations in
New York have joined in a protest
against holding funeral services at the
grave. They contend that the house is
the proper place for the service, and
that additional exercises in the ceme-
tery impose a needless strain, not only
on the health of the officiating clergy-
man, but also on his time, for which
there are always many other demands.
This may suggest a reconsideration of
the whole question of burial services.

The great objects of all that may be
said and done by Christian ministers
it funerals, we suppose, are: (1) To
recognize the continued life of the soul
and the certain future resurrection of
the body. Men should not be buried
as brutes are. (2) To comfort the be-
reaved, and especially through the ten-
der domestic ties, by the consideration
of a reunion beyond the grave, to draw
to the Redeemer any of the relatives
who have continued impenitent. (3)
To make suitable improvement to all
of the lessons of death. (4) If there may
have been anything singularly striking
in the life of the deceased, to commem-
orate it.

In conformity with this statement,
the writer would present the following
as an ideal of the Christian burial ser-
vice :

1. None but Christians should have
a Christian service over their dead bod-
ies. Those who die rejecting Christ
are not entitled to any peculiar Chris-

The Ideal Burial Service.

563

tian ceremony. The openly irreligious
and the flagrantly immoral should not
appear to receive in death a recogni
tion which they would not in life seek
and embrace for themselves. Does not
the minister who conducts a Christian
service over such persons, the minister
especially who pronounces a eulogy
over them, or even over the worldly
excellent, without rebuking the want
of religion, treat Christ and His Church
with contempt, and encourage irrelig-
ion?

2. All who die in communion with
the Church of Christ are entitled to a
Christian service, which embraces the
fullest expression of the Christian
hope, and recognizes the dead as hav-
ing entered into it—unless, perhaps,
when the death has been immediately
produced by notorious sin. Even
when they have manifested great im-
perfections and sad sins, it must be
remembered that the grace of God is
indestructible and mighty, and can
struggle to a triumphant end in weak
and transgressing souls. The broadest
mantle of Christian charity should be
thrown, in the article of death, over
those who, “faint yet pursuing,” fall-
ing but not entirely forsak:.. g, have held
on their way in the professed Christian
path ; and, while careful not to indorse
or lessen their sins, the Christian min-
ister should not be so influenced by
them or so allude to them as to stab the
hearts of the bereaved or cast doubt
upon the final triumph of the grace of
God.

There is scope here, too, for a very
Christian charity in dealing with per-
sons who have shown a respect for the
Church of Christ, have attended regu-
larly its services, and have exhibited
the influence of the religion of Jesus in
the general tone of their lives, tho,
from some misconception or weak
shrinking, they may never have be-
come communicants. While the sacra-
ments are of imperative obligation,
they are nowhere in the Bible made
the marks or tests of religion. The
writer yields to no man in the exalted
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view he takes of the Lord’s Supper.
The Zwinglian doctrine of it as a mere-
ly commemorative form he repudiates.
He holds the highest Calvinistic doc-
trine. He believes in a real, special,
personal presence of Christ with the
elements. But, with all that, he thinks
the churches have placed the ordinance
in a position which it does not occupy
in the New Testament. It is a very
high duty, a very precious privilege.
No one can neglect it without suffering
grievous loss in the soul; but it is a
pity that, in the popular mind, it has
come to be looked at as the means for
“joining the church” and for making
and announcing new members, Scrip-
tural morality of life, with a failure
in reference to it, is far more accepta-
ble than strictness in it united with
failure in morality. And that is to be
borne in mind in some funeral services.

3. It is preeminently proper that, in
the house where the dead body has
lived, and from which it is to be taken
for the last time—in the presence of
the family and such relatives and
friends as gather together in sym-
pathy with the bereaved, and in tribute
to the departed —a service be held
which should embody the essence of
the revealed truth about death. The
object of that should not be to comfort
the bereaved. That comfort the pastor
can best minister, and should minister,
in private and in familiar converse with
the family alone. Nor should it be for
the purpose of impressing the lessons
of death upon the hearts, either of
Christians or of Christless ones, If it
were not for the familiarity with it
under which we have grown up, it
would strike all as one of the most
glaring sins against delicacy of feel-
ing, in the presence of a crowd, some
of them curiosity-mongers, to address
to the inner circle of mourners what
should be said for their comfort ; or in
the presence of mourners to preach to a
heterogeneous crowd what should be
said plainly to them about death and
eternity, harrowing lacerated hearts by
using the death of their beloved as a
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weapon for the conviction of impeni-
tent persons. The writer can not but
feel that such addresses, at such times
and in such places, are utterly alien to
good taste and refined sensibility. The
reading of some of God’s own words,
selected with proper adaptation, ex-
pressing the gracious and glorious
Christian hope and speaking consola-
tion in the divine way, and the address
to the Mercy-Seat, can embrace every
object which is proper for the service.
‘We should let God speak to us, and
we should speak to God; and that is
enough. That is enough while a dead
body is lying exposed, and relatives are
weeping and sobbing, and friends,
some with deep sympathy and some
with curiosity, are looking on and ta-
king the measure of everything.

4. Some Christian form of words
should be used as the body is gently
laid in its earthly bed—words which
emphasize the fact that the body does
but sleep, and that it shall not sleep
forever. As the mother will gently
and tenderly lay her sleeping child
upon its bed with some cooing words
which express her expectation of hav-
ing that child alive and bounding in
her arms when the morning comes, so
should the body of a Christian sleeper
in death be laid in its bed. But why
insist on a minister conducting that
ceremony? Why have a long train of
carriages, with all sorts of occupants,
winding their way to the cemetery?
Why not make that a quiet family mat-
ter, as the putting to bed at night is?
Having the strong Christian hope, why
fhould not the father for the child, the
husband for the wife, or the wife or
son for the husband or father, or the
nearest relative, do that? Why make
ministers consume valuable hours of
the day in a long-drawn-out procession
to do what, from the strict Christian
standpoint, should be done by some of
the family?

5. Ordinarily, the most proper occa-
sion, by address or sermon, to impress
the general lessons of mortality, or the
special lessons of the particular death,
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upon the Christian circles that have
been visited, is one of the church ser-
vices of the following Sabbath. When
the church roll has been broken in
upon, some reference to the fact should
be made, so as to recognize the pre-
cious principle of the communion of
the saints, high and low, rich and
poor ; and at such a tender season to
impress upon all hearts the Scripture
truths about death and eternity.
Then the pastor should be faithful and
discriminating. If the deceased had
made peculiar attainments in piety,
even tho in a low social position, or
had been a remarkably useful worker,
male or female, or had by the voice of
associates been exalted to prominent
position in the congregation, and had
therein commended himself or herself
as a public character, there should be
no hesitation about pronouncing a
proper eulogy, signalizing the great
lessons of the grace of God in the char-
acter, and holding up the consistent
traits for imitation. The Bible sin-
gles out noted subjects of divine grace
and preeminently useful persons for
such tributes; and we may in that
imitate the Bible. But we should also
aim to imitate the Bible in faithfully
admitting the infirmities and sins, lest
indiscriminate commendation give oc-
casion to irreligious people to sneer,
and encourage the religious to be satis-
fied with their own remaining fail-
ures. If there has been at the end of a
life, or as its predominant characteris-
tic, any flagrant wrong inconsistent
with the germ of true religion, total
silence about the person is the best
way to condemn that. It is not neces-
sary to lacerate already bleeding hearts
by bringing it up at such a time for
condemnation. The community will
pass it; and the very same community,
pushing to an extreme the old heathen
principle that nothing evil should be
said of the dead, would be the harshest
in censuring the minister for speaking
uncharitably, if he should do it.

It is but extending the principle of
this fifth point to say that when a de-
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ceased person has become known be-
yond a particular congregation and
community, and made a reputation
through all the churches, or in the land
and the world, for scholarship or Chris-
tian enterprise and activity, special
memorial services, with their tributes
from various sources, are proper.

6. The predominant tone of the
Christian burial service, the atmos-
phere in which it should be held,
should be light, joy, and triumph,
rather than darkness, sorrow, and de-
feat. Why shut out the brightness of
the sun and make a sickly gaslight
glare in a house from which we be-
lieve an immortal spirit has just soared
to heaven? Why hang dark crape on
the door-bell, and stream it from the
hat? Why look gloomy, as if at an
exccution, and wear black garments as
the symbol of wo?

It should be understood that the dark
customs which have come down to us
are the outgrowth of the natural heart
as darkened by sin, not of the true
Christian view of death. They are the
remains of heathenism and of an im-
perfect Judaism.

Do we believe that “precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of his
saints”? Do we believe that as soon
as the redeemed spirit leaves the body
it enters perfectly holy and happy irto
the heaven of glory, and that while we
stand over its now cold and motionless
earthly tabernacle, it is actively enjoy-
ing the bliss of the better land? Do
we believe that the soul has past
away from all sin and sorrow, and in
the immediate presence of the Beloved,
even while we gaze upon the body, is
filled with ecstasy? Do we believe
that the body itself is forever free
from pain, and is only sleeping in .e-
sus, and shall at the last day awake
from that sleep, transformed into the
likeness of the glorified Redeemer?
And will we let the temporary separa-
tion of heloved ones from us, obscure
all that gain for God, for them—aye,
even for ourselves?

‘Why should our burials be funereal?
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EDITORIAL SECTION.
SERMONIC CRITICISM.

Award of Prizes.

In November, 1895, Tue HoMILETIC
Review made an offer of Ten Prizes
for “Hints at the Meaning of Texts.”
The publication of the “ Hints” was be-
gun in December, 1895, and is conclud-
ed inJune, 1897. The vote on the prizes
is now to be taken, and will be final.

The Offer and Conditions, as stated
at that time, are reprinted in the Edi-
torial Section of the present number of
Tue Review, for greater convenience
of reference. Those entitled to vote
will make use of the blanks printed in
the note “To Our Patrons,” p. 177, in
the Advertising Department of the
present (June) number of THE Re-
view, and will follow the directions
there given.

The Offer and Conditions, as re-
printed from the number for Novem-
ber, 1895, are as follows :

¢ Prizes.”

“ W desire to secure the help of our
clerical readers in improving our de-
partment, ‘Hints at the Meaning of
Texts.” We propose the following :

“For the best ‘Hints’ of each of the
following classes of sermons— (1) Re-
vival—(2) Funeral—(3) Communion
—(4) Children—(5) Miscellaneous—to
be sent us before February 1, the pub-
lishers of this Review will forward to
the author $15 worth of such of their
publications as he may select. For the
second best ‘Hints’ of each of these
classes, they offer a second prize of $10
payable in same manner as the first
prize. This makes in all five prizes
of $15 each, and five prizes of $10 each.

“The conditions of competition will
be ag follows :

“(1) The competitors must be sub-
scribers for THE HoMiLETIC REVIEW.

“(2) The ‘Hints’ must be origl-
nal.

“ (3) They must contain not less than
50 words, nor more than 200.

“ (4) Each must have its theme con-
cisely stated.

“(5) A pseudonym must be signed
to each brief, and the real name and
pseudonym must be sent in an accom-
panying sealed envelope, which is not
to be opened by the Editors until the
final award is made.

“(6) The brief may be sent at any
time before February 1.

“(7) The brief must either be writ-
ten in handwriting easily read, or be
typewritten.

“(8) Of course, any clergyman or
theological student may send as many
briefs as he chooses.

“The method of award will be as
follows :

“(1) The editors of TeE HoMILETIC
Review will print, from month to
month, those briefs which they may
deem worthy of publication in the
‘Hints’ department, with the pseudo-
nym, and also a star (¥) to indicate
that they are printed as competing for
a prize.

“(2) After all the selected briefs are
publisht, a vote of our clerical sub-
scribers will be requested as to the best
brief of each of the five classes, and as
to the one next in order of merit in each
class.

“(8) This vote is to be final.”

After the Revival.

AFTER the season of special Chris-
tian activity and ingathering in the
work of the churches, it is well for the
pastors to remember that there should
follow the equally important work of
instructing and strengthening converts
and securing the best permanent re-
sults. We reprint below a card con-
taining the subjects of a series of ser-
mons by Rev. F. W. Imboden, pastor
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of the Methodist Episcopal church
at Crescent City, Ill., prepared and
preacht in 1896, with these ends in
view. They will doubtless suggest
other series suited to the needs of other
parishes :

1806, SERIES OF SUNDAY MORNING SERMONS,
Mch, 15. After the revival,—~What?
22, The purpose of a Christian life,
29, The duty and joy of giving,
April 5. Easter Sunday. The Resurrection,
12, Making the most of the Christian
life.
19, Christian Perfection, — Why is it
needed?
26, Christian Perfection,—What is it?
May 8. Christian Perfection,—~What does
it do?
10. The meaning of temptations.
17. Conscience as a guide of life,
24, Prayer,—Why should one pray?
31, Prayer,—How should one pray?
June 7. Prayer,—For what should one pray?
14, Children’s day services,
21, The meaning of tribulations,
28. Providences in one’s life,

Numbers x. 20, Ps, cxxii, 1. Prov. x. 22
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Attention, Audience!

Tue attention of the hearers is even
more essential to the preacher than is
the attention of his soldiers to the mili-
tary commander. A few thoroughly
attentive soldiers in a company may
give the physical military swing to a
whole company ; but a handful of at-
tentive hearers can not be depended
upon to give an analogous spiritual
swing to the sleepers in an audience,
The preacher ought to get the attention
of his entire audience and hold it.
That is his first business. If he fails
in it he ought forthwith to stop and
inquire what is the matter with his
preaching. It isimmoral—little short
of criminal—to keep on droning out
sermons that every time fall short of
reaching those present because of their
failure to listen to them. The pew.
has doubtless a great responsibility in
this matter, but the pulpit a greater.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Our Symposia.

Tue symposium on “The Institu-
tional Church” closed with the May
number of Tue Review, We think
that the six articles will be found of
permanent value, as presenting the
various aspects of the subject. Dr.
Charles L. Thompson, of New York
city, opened the discussion in Decem-
ber, 1896, by considering the Institu-
tional Church as “An Agency in Ac-
cord with the Spiritand Method of the
Gospel.” Dr. Thompson is president
of “The Open and Institutional Church
League.” In January, 1897, Rev. R.
Q. Mallard, D.D., of New Orleans,
Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church South, and
editor of T%e Southwestern Preshyterian,
furnisht an article on “The Institu-
tional Church Not the Ideal Church,”
in which he presented with great force
the various drawbacks to the institu-
tion in the view of those who are
opposed to it in its principles and

methods. In February, Rev. Russell
H. Conwell, D.D., LL.D., of Phila-
delphia, who is at the head of what is
probably the most extensive and suc-
cessful Institutional Church on the
Continent, which is engaged in very
wide-reaching educational work, pre-
sented a brief and simple statement
of his view of the work, emphasizing
the importance of making the Gospel
the central power. In March, Rev.
Charles 8. Mills, pastor of Pilgrim
Congregational Church, Cleveland,
Ohio, who has bad intimate acquaint-
ance with the workings of the Institu-
tional Church, considered it “As a
Factor in City Evangelization,” aiming
to show its efficiency in this direction.
In the April number, Rev. Rayner 8.
Pardington, D.D., Superintendent of
the Brooklyn Church Society of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, treated
“The Institutional Church as Supply-
ing the Need of Mixt City Life, "—pre-
senting one of the most important bear-
ings of the subject. Rev. Edward
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Judson, D.D., Pastor of the Memorial
Baptist church, Washington Square
South, New York city—a typical
church of the kind under consideration
—treated “The Institutional Church as
a Remedy for Social Alienation”—aim-
ing to show that it is one of the most
important agencies that can be used in
bridging the chasm that has opened
between the classes. Dr. Judson, who
is the son of the distinguisht mission-
ary, Dr. Adoniram Judson, is inclined
to lay great stress upon the Gospel as
the only substantial power in connec-
tion with the new agency. It will be
observed that the question considered
is largely the question of how to bring
the old Gospel to bear upon people in
the new conditions that have arisen in
our crowded city life. The writers
represent fairly the great cities of our
country, and the various religious de-
nominations, and are thoroughly ac-
quainted with the problems awaiting
solution by the Church.

With the present number of TaEr
Review, Dr. Crafts opens the discus-
sion of “The Sabbath Question,” which
will be treated by able writers, in its
various social, civil, and religious as-
pects.

Prizes for ‘‘ Hints.””

WE call attention to the statement
made under “Sermonic Criticism,” p.
566, regarding the conclusion of the
printing of “Hints at the Meaning of
Texts.” We hope that the interest in
the competition will call out a large
vote.

Seven Ways of Giving.

We print below, from an exchange,
seven ways of giving to the Lord of
our substance. They will be useful in
helping to decide whether our’benefi-
cence is really Christian and acceptable
to the Lord.

“1. The Careless Way.—To give something
to every cause that is presented, without in-
quiring into its merits.

“2, The Impulsive Way.—To give from
impulse, as much and as often as love and
pity and sensibility prompt.
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“8. The Lazy Way.—To make a special
effort to earn money for benevolent objects
by fairs, festivals, etc.

“4, The Self-Denying Way.—To save the
cost of luxuries and apply them to purposes
of religion and charity. This may lead to
asceticism and self-complaisance.

“5. The Systematic Way.—To lay aside as
an offering to God a definite portion of our
gains—one tenth, one fifth, one third, one
half. This is adapted to all, whether poor
or rich, and gifts would be greatly increast
if it were generally practist.

“6. The Equal Way.—To give to God and
the needy just as much as we spend on our-
selves,

“7. The Heroic Way.—To limit our ex-
penditures to a certain sum, and give away
all the rest of our income. This was John
Wesley's way.”

Complaint of Plagiarism.

Tur following letter from Rev. 8.
V. Leech, D.D., of Crawfordsville,
Ind., a distinguisht and eloquent
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, explains itself :

“Editors floMiLETIC REVIEW.

“GENTLEMEN: Among the sermons you have
requested from me, and have printed in Toe
HoMiLETIC, i8 one in your issue of Septem-
ber, 1878, entitled ‘Joy Among the Angels
Over Repenting Sinners.” You will observe,
under the title, that I was then pastor of the
Jackson-S8quare M. E. church of Baltimore,
I enclose herewith a copy of that number
from your own press. I also enclose to you
the sermon of A. G. Brown, bearing the
same title, Ihave cut these pages from a
recent volume, publisht by the Fleming H.
Revell Company of Chicago and New York,
and also by the Western Book Concern of
the M. E. Church. The book bears the title
‘Revival Themes,” If you will read them,
side by side, you will see that each sentence
in Mr. Brown’s discourse, from exordium to
peroration, is stolen verbatim from my dis-
course, publisht nineteen years ago. The
arguments, the illustrations, the chief and
subordinate divisions, and the verbiage are
all from my composition. Both documents
are before you. The solitary difference be-
tween them is that Brown has left out one
third of my sermon, He has not an original
line in his own. I delivered this particular
discourse at the Ocean Grove camp-meeting.
It is a disgrace to an educated minister to
preach as his own the discourse of another
man; but to embody it, boldly, in a widely
circulated volume of recent compilation,
and claim its authorship, verges on the in-
famous.

“Your brother in Christ,
“Marcna 30, 1897, 8. V. Lkecs."
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We regret to be obliged to say that
we have examined the two publisht
sermons with care, and find Dr, Leech’s
statements concerning Mr, Brown’s
plagiarism true. The two sermons
agree verbatim et literatim et punctua-
tim, so that it is impossible to plead
that it is either a case of lapst memory
or unconscious reproduction. It may
indicate too great receptiveness—of a
certain kind.

‘¢ Sensationalism Run Mad,” Again.

CoxTiNUING the editorial discussion
in the May number of Tur Review,
we give the following suggestions
which space would not allow of our
inserting in that number :

It should also be taken into account
that every pastor must be the judge of
the methods that are best for him in
fighting any evil. As a result, each
man’s method, if it is to be successful,
must be in measure original and new.
That which is the result of a living im-
pulse in the first instance usually be-
comes, if our observation is to be
trusted, a dead, mechanical, resultless
effort, when attempt is made to dupli-
cate it in altered circumstances. The
course pursued in the case under con-
sideration might not be advisable for
pastors except in comparatively few
communities.

Perhaps it would be advisable for
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this pastor who has mastered the sub-
ject to enter the lecture field and take
up the work of fighting this great and
growing evil and agitating for national
reform in this respect. e could prob-
ably accomplish more in this way than
all the pastors would by attempting to
imitate him. As we have before had
occasion to show, the present condition
of things is wellnigh a desperate one.

‘““The Twentieth Century’s Call.”

Tur Notes on this subject in Tug
HomiLeric Review have attracted
very wide attention, and there is rea
son to believe that they bave done
much to arouse interest and quicken
effort in the forward movement pro-
posed in the opening Note, in Sep-
tember, 1896, Hearty responses have
come to us from Spanish and Portu-
guese America, from Great Britain
and Germany, and from various parts
of the great mission-field in Asia—to
say nothing of those from our own
land. It is the purpose of the Editors
of Tue Review to devote considerable
space in the future issues to the work
of laying an adequate rational and
Scriptural basis for the Christian views
and life that must sustain and urge
forward such a movement. We ask
the cordial and practical cooperation
of all our subscribers in this all-impor-
tant enterprise.

NOTICES OF BOOKS OF HOMILETIC VALUE.

Tae Lire Axp Eristies orF St, Pavn. Har-
monized and Chronologically Arranged in
Scripture Language. By Rev, 8. W. Pratt,
Author of “The Gospel of the Holy Spirit,”
etc. New York: Anson D, F. Randolph &
Company. Price, $1.

This {8 a brief and comprehensive summa-
ry of the life and the full text of the teach-
ings of the Apostle to the Gentiles, and is
admirably suited for Bible-class work,

Tag TESTIMONY OF THE LAND AND THE Book,
or the Evidential Value of Palestine, By
Rev., David Gregg, D.D. Delivered at_the
New England Chautauqua. Second Edi-
tion, ew York: E. Treat & Co.
Price (in paper), 85 cents.

This is a forceful and l;:mceful presenta-
tion of the testimony of Palestine to the Bi-
ble, by the successor of Dr. Theodore L.
Quyler as pastor of the Lafayette-Avenue

Presbyterian church in Brooklyn. The ti-
tles of the chapters show the drift of the
book. They are: “The Fascination of the
Land”; “The Voices from Above-Ground, or,
the Land in its Physical Features an Argu-
ment”; “The Voices from Under-Ground, or,
the Land in the Light of Modein Discovery
an Argument,”

Farra ¥ THE Power oF Gop: An Address.
Bg Andrew Murray, author of “Abide in
Christ,” “Like Christ, “With Christ,” ete.
New York: Anson D, F. Randolph & Com-
pany. Price, 25 cts.

The writings of Rev. Andrew Murray,
President of the Cape General Mission, have
been an inspiration to very many Christians
in their religious life. This beautiful book-
let contains an Address to preachers and a
brief narrative of the life and missionary
work of this apostle to South Africa. The
Address sets forth the author’s view of the
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two styles of religion amonf the hearers,
and two styles of preaching in which they
originate—the one in the wisdom of words,
and the other in the demonstration of the
Spirit and of power. He sets forth the
method of attaining to the higher style, and
concludes that “the great work of the min-
istry ought to be to lead people the moment
they find Christ to the Holy Spirit.”

LETTERS FROM THE SCENLS OF THE RECENT
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA. By J. Rendel
Harris and Helen B. Harris. New York,
Chicago, Toronto: Fleming H. Revell Com-
pany. Price, $1.25.

This is a book made up of letters written
by Mr. Harris and his wife while traveling
through Armenia distributing relief, during
the slpring of 1806, They were addrest toa
small circle of friends in England, who prac-
tically interested themselves in the relief
work. The book will help our Western
Christendom to a better understanding of the
results of the Turkish butcheries and of the
resulting situation,

Tae SeLr-ProNoUNCING 8. 8. TEACHERS'
ComBiNATION BisLg, Showing in Simple
Form all Changes, Additions, and Omis-
sions made by the Revisers in the King
James® Version, Enabling Bible Readers
to see at a Glance Wherein the Two Ver-
sions Differ. . . . With Standard Helps to
the Study of the Bible, The Text Con-
formable to that of the Oxferd Bible,
Krlmed at the University Press, Oxford,
Vational Publishing Company, 239 Levant
Price, $3.75 to

Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
$11.

The “Combination Bible” {8 unique in
many important respects, as in the conve-
nient arrangement for comparing the Author-
ized and Revised Versions, the indication of
the pronunciation of proper names wherever
they occur, the extent and quality of the
“Helps to t]le Study of the Bible,” the num-
ber and character of the maps, etc. We
heartily join in commending it to all read-
ers and students of the Bible,

Tae InspiraTION OF HisTory. By James
Mulchahey, 8.T.D., Vicar-Emeritus of St.
Paul's Chapel, Trinity Parish, N. Y. New
York: Thomas Whittaker, 2 and 8 Bible
House, 1806. Price, $1.

A thoughtful and able discussion of an
important subject. Dr. Mulchahey finds that
“History is in our time emphatically under
suspicion,” so that “the 11uentlon is seriously
raised whether the credibility to which the
records of history are entitled can be ac-
counted scientific in any true sense of the
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word.” He proceeds to unfold the principles
of historical certitude and to apply thew to
the vindication of the Bible history and its
inspiration. He indicates, by the way, that
the critical principles of Rénan, Wellhausen,
Kuenen, etc., “are not those of the higher
criticism in any proper sense of the word,”
but simply “assumptions of predetermined
skepticism.” It is well to bear this in mind.

Trae EpisTLr TO THE RoMANS: & Commentar
Logical and Historical, By James
Stifler, D.D., Professor of New Testament
Exegesis in Crozer Theological Seminary,
Chester, Pa, New York, Chicago, Toronto:
Fleming H. Revell Company. Price, $1.25.

This is an admirable brief commentary,
intended for a large class of educated men
“who, after all, can read a commentary with
most satisfaction and profit in English.”
The writer aims “to report to the reader
what the Apostle has written,” Two lhiufzs
are kept steadily before the mind: “Paul’s
point of view,” and the aim “to give the
course of thought without a break.”

A MAN's VALUE T0 SocigTy., Studies in Self-
Culture and Character. By Newell Dwight
Hillis, Same Publishers, ~Price, $1.25.

The author of this volume, Rev. Dr, Hillis,
is the successor of the late “ Professor” Swing
in his Chicago pulpit. The essays are sug
gestive and imaginative, and abound in facts
and illustrations. Even those who may
think the styleand method a little too Emer-
sonian will yet find impulse and profit in
reading the book. It is fresh and vigorous
in its presentations of truth bearing upon
man and his development,

DRr. Tucker, Priesr-Musician: A Sketch
Which Concerns the Doings and Thinkings
of the Rev. John Ireland Tucker, 8.T.D.,
including a Brief Converse about the Rise
and Progress of Church Music in America,
By Christopher W. Knauff, M.A. New
York: A. D, F. Randolph Company, 1897,
Price, $1.50.

This elegantly prepared volume will
greatly interest those who have given atten-
tion to church music. Dr. Tucker—whom
we knew as a most genial man—is known to
lovers of church music as the man who in-
troduced the full Choral Service into the
American Protestant Episcopal worship in
his parish of the Holy Cross, in Troy, N. Y.,
to which he gave the faithful service of a
long life. His associates were the most cul-
tivated and best known of the leaders in the
Protestant Episcopal Church, and this
volume is the record of much of his com-
munion with them.,

HELPFUL DATA IN CURRENT LITERATURE.

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE (Christian Litera-
ture Co., New York) for March, 1807, con-
tains much valuable matter. Of special
interest will be found Prof. B. B. War-
fleld’s article (the first in a series of five) on
“The Development of the Doctrine of Infant
Salvation,” and the articles from various
?)uarters on the Book of Jonah, called out by

r. Lyman Abbott’s recent lecture on Jonah,

Tae CoNTEMPORARY REVIEW, May, 1807

(Leonard Scott Publication COm&anQA con-
tains several able articles on the stern

uestion that are indispensable to the un-

erstanding of the present phases of that
vext sublect. Its statements of the present
condition of things in Russia, and of the
origin and real import of the “Concert of
the Powers,” are admirable. It has long
been the great authority on these matters,
which have been discust in its pages b{ the
ablest statesmen, publicists, and historians,
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