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Sat. 10- 4

Last Sunday of month 11

VSN 2T5 TEL:438-5241
2 block west of Beaver Lumber

* Car insurance & house insurance
* All types of insurance
* Free pen or calendar

(no purchase required)

Open Hours: Mon.

HABITAT INSURANCE AGENCIES LTD.
2160 Kingsway,
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Profile Jenny Wu - cover girl of the week
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RICHMOND ACURA
EEpEER

L

SBEB IR EEET

EERRBERE
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Jennyu, 5’ 77 from Ong Kong, choosing modelling as her career
1987 1988 1989
BR e R B 2R €
1. ACURA 1. ACURA 1. ACURA
2 HONDA 2. Mercedes | 2 Mercedes
3 Mercedes | 3. HONDA 3 HONDA
4, TOYOTA 4, Cadillac 4, TOYOTA
L3 MAZDA 5. TOYOTA 5. Cadillac
1987, 1988, 1989, EM=%F 6 Subaru 6. Lincoln 6 Nissan
2:;’; Lf;;’;g (i’:’i g;;f‘“‘_’;ﬁ)mwm 7. Cadilac | 7. BMW. | 8. MAZDA
FEETRRENNE - 8 Nissan 8. VOLVO 8. BMW.
; 9 Jaguar 9. MAZDA 10. BUICK
10.  Mercury 9, AUDI 12, VOLVO
] ACURA i B g3 T, BT fE | 11. BMW. |[11. Subaru |15. Porsche

At &k E£E RICHMOND ACURAEHK 2B RIRF @ &
AREES+EAR EALLARREAMISERNE
FETESEHFERTRARERS

RICHMOND 5543 : 4211 NO.3 ROAD
v M | ACURA . &5 (604)278-89339
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f’& JE . 3039 GRANVILLE ST., VANCOUVER, B.C. TEL:737-0497

DYNASTY BALLROOM . ?’v*‘ﬁa\/@ . 746 SW. MARINE DR. VANCOUVER, B.C. TEL:321-0171
SES . hEARE . BEEE % —J& . METROTOWN CENTRE =A% ( /2723 H 1R 43015 AR )
e o A 356-4800 KINGSWAY, BURNABY, B.C. TEL:432-7432
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Premium All Season Radials for Auto
and Light Truck at our lowest price of
the year!

A/S 835
A smooth riding
steel belted tire
with an aggressive
tread design for

traction.
80,000 km
rating

Ad|. cost each of four
SIZE BIG-O LOW tires after 3 purchased
P155/80R13 61.00 4575
P165/80R13 69.00 51.75
P185/80R13 78.00 58.50
P185/75R 14 80.00 60.00
P195/75R14 81.00 60.75
P205/75R14 88.00 66.00
P215/75R15 99.00 7425
P225/75R15 105.00 78.75
P235/75R1S 112.00 84.00
P185/70HR13* 80.50 60.38
P185/TOHR14* 78.00 58.25
P20s/ 1084 2922 /575
P235/60HR 14" 118.00 88.25
P235/80HR 15" 138.00 124.25

“TREAD DESIGN NOT EXACTLY AS SHOWN.
A/S Z36
A deep tread
truck tire with
interlocking
tread- design
for quiete ride

White or
Black lettered

Ad|. cost each of four

SIZE LR BIG-O LOW tires after 3 purchased
P215/75R15 C 128.00 96.00
P235/75R15 C 145.00 108 75
P235/85R18 E 156.00 117.0u
8.7SR18.5 D 168.00 126 75
9.50R16.5 D 178.00 134.25
J1x10.50R15 C 168.00 126.75

Sale ends Nov 25/89. Call for details.
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where they sit with their hair cut, or
dnppmg, or in rollers, or bathed in
various chemicals, or covered in fresh
Saran wrap. (For the men in the
audnence, these scenes are like peek-
ing in through the keyhole at a secret
and unknowable world. I guess women
feel the same way about pool halls.)

"Steel Magnolias" puts its women
through a lot: selfish, uncommunica-
tive husbands; dead husbands; mar-
riages and childbirth; transplant
operations; deadly diseases which still
allow the sufferer to be beautiful;
death (of course followed by another
birth); religous conversion; and so on:
the old "cycle of life" film.

This could be boring, trite, hack-
neyed, and hysterical, but it isn’t. The
film moves slowly, but that is a reflec-
tion of the leisurely Southern way of

life that director Herbert Rossis plac- =

ing on the screen. The film’s salvation
is in its performances, where for once
more plays the indomitable mother-
figure, strong, level-headed and in
control at all times. Julie Roberts, as
Shelby, her daughter, plays the pity
role with restraint and taste, resisting
the urge to roll around, drool, and
chew the carpet. Shirley Maclaine

takes on the widow Ouiser as yet
another variation of her cranky, lively
oldsters Aurora Greenleaf (Terms of
Endearment) and Anna Sousatska
(Madame Sousatska). Dolly Parton’s
Truvy is her usual heart-of-gold
workingclass Southern belle, held
together with wigs, nail polish, and
spandex ("There is no such thing as
natural beauty,” her character

declares emphatically). Skinny, |

gawky, awkward, shy, doe-like could
describe almost every Darryl Hannah
performance to date; her Annelle is
another one of these, but done much
better. Clairette, the rich widow-
woman with a wicked sense of humour
and an inexhaustible supply of one-
liners, is a wry performance by Olym-
pia Dukakis which would have played
as well with a Midwestern or a New
York accent.
Unlike the bathetic, lachrymose
American tearjerkers of the last few
years, "Steel Magnolias" approaches
the edge of hysteria but never falls
over it. There are remarkably few
tears, for all the mawkishness in the
film, and lots of laughs from the situa-
tions and the generously-supplied wit.
- Recommended. Opens Friday
November 16 at Famous Players.
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OLYMPICS

coming to Vancouver

In case you hadn’t heard the
Olympics are coming to Vancouver.
Not just any Olympics, these are the
Gay Olympics and they’re causing
quite a ruckus with some local citizens.

The attention to the Gay Games
was recently given front page news by,
ironically, an ad in the local Van-
couver papers. It seems that an
anonymous "Christian" organization
had paid $15,000 to run an ad in the
Vancouver Sun and Province
newspapers in weekend editions in
early November warning local citizens
of the upcoming gay games.

The ads were full page expose on
the dangers of such games and used
biblical references to condemn the gay
lifestyle. Vancouver city council
recently discussed the gay games issue
and effectively game them their bless-
ings. Now some small segment in the
community is trying to instill fear in the
general public, probably with the hope
that enough citizens can pressure
Vancouver city council to rescind the
games. This type of pressure tactic will
not force council to retreat from its
earlier support of the games and will
only backfire on the organizers of the
petition.

A Burnaby fundamentalist church
was apparently behind the ad. Ac-
cording to Pacific Press’s advertisting
department they saw nothing wrong
with the ad, claiming it was only ex-
pressing someone’s opinion. Once
again, it seems, that we have a mix of
religion and politics in our city. One
would have tought that religious

leaders would stay away from confron-
tational issues which bear on politics.
Some religious leaders, to their credit,
have come out against the ad, claiming
it will just add to the atmosphere of
"gay bashing” which runs rampant
among some parties in the province.
The Gay Games will go ahead in
1990. City council has given the or-
ganizers their blessing. Events will
take place around Vancouver. This
will be the third such games in North
America. This event will bring in
various contestants to the city and
benefit the region as a whole. Those

BY SAM ALLEN
Special to Chinese Time Weekly

who are against gays on moral grounds
should perhaps reflect back on their
religious principles of Christian
brotherhood and tolerance. In a grow-
ing city with a great diversity of life-
styles and ethnic composition local
citizens had better be prepared for
so-called "different people” coming to
our city for holidays, or to live. Bigotry
is a scourge which right-mined citizens
must rise up against and not condone.

If the gay games stick strictly to
sports and the participants don’t cause
any problems why should they be
denied the right to assemble? If they

Chinese
Times Weekly

Circulation - 13,800

are denied such a forum, who will be
next? Will an Indian festival be
stopped, or a dinner for Ethiopians be
banished? Discrimination in our cul-
ture is an unfortunate blight on our
city. Mayor Campbell and city council
should be commended for allowing
the gay games to go forth. The games
will be private and are intended for the
gay community. They won’t be running
wild in the streets as some of their
opponents may charge.

And returning to the cost of the ad
and the people who placed the mes-
sage in the paper, wouldn’t it have
been better to spend that money for
donations to the food bank or some
other worthy caus? Undoubtedly. The
only thing that can come out of that ad
is ill-will to gays. And once again the
vicious circle or prejudice under the
guise of religion goes round, and
round, and round.
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At the Movies

"STEEL MAGNOLIAS”
SOFT AT HEART

Magnolias are the flowers of the
Southern U.S.; Southern women are
often referred to as "our Southern
flowers." And so, predictably, the
movie "Steel Magnolias" should be
about a bunch of tough Southern
women. And it is.

The all-star cast includes Sally
Field, Shirley Maclaine, Olympia
Dukakis, Darryl Hannah, Dolly Par-
ton, and Julie Roberts, who share four
Oscars and various nominations be-
tween them, and, in this movie, an out-
rageous Sothern drawl. When several

BY PHILIP WHITFORD
Special to Chinese Time Weekly
of these characters get together for
long chats, of which there are many in
this adapted stage play, the accent
takes on mythic proportions, the
sonorous syllables dropping from
their lips like two-pound ball bearings
into a stainless-steel mising bowl. If
you lose some of the dialogue in the
roar of atmosphere, it doesn’t matter,
just relax and let the soothing rhythms
of the Southern dialect carry you away
on wings of "Mah, mah" and "y’all."
The movie takes place in an
unnamed town someplace in

Louisiana (Kitchibum Country was
the only place name I heard) in the
present day, and moves through four
years in the lives of six women.
M’lynne (Sally Field), a mother with
two teenage sons; and the light of her
life, her diabetic daughter, Shelby
(Julie Roberts); M’lynne’s neighbour,
the widow Ouiser (Shirley Maclaine);
Clairette (Olympia Dukakis), the
elderly widow of a former mayor of the
town; Truvy (Dolly Parton), a heart-
of-gold type who runs a beauty parlour
in her garage to support her un-
employed lump of a husband and
motorcycle-hood son, and Annelle
(Darryl Hannah), the beauty school
graduate who works in Truvy’s salon.

The story, of course, centers
entirely around the women (Tom
Skerrit and Sam Shephard play the
token adult males), who talk, and fuss,
and cry, often in Truvy’s beauty salon,

continuing on page 7
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CONSIDER THIS
A LETTER

DEAR READER,
In case your mail-box was empty
today, consider this a letter.
On my desk, is an empty stamped

self-addressed envelope from my

mother. It was included in the last let-
ter she sent. A subtle hint: write me. It
has been on my desk for a wéek and a
half. Each day, as soon as I get near my
desk, it glares at me. It has almost
become an animate object. I can al-
most hear it say, "you haven’t written
yet, have you?". Its voice is suspiciously
reminiscent of my mother’s.

For some fairly inexplicable
reason, (hidden in a swamp of excuses
like, "too busy waiting for something
really important to say, going to write
on Sunday...") I have been procras-
tinating. Each day, the empty en-
velope grows bigger (perhaps not
physically, but in proportions of guilt,
extremely so). Today it is about the
size of a small pepperoni pizza, by this
time tomorrow, I am determined to
chain the sofa-sized envelope al-
batross-style around my neck and drag
it through the rest of my existence. The
only real excuse I have for not writing,
is that the envelope has become a sym-
bol of a chore. Remember chores?
When I was a child (and some argue I
still am one), chores were things like
washing dishes when you wanted to
watch Walt Disney, making your bed
when you wanted to make a fort, or
putting away your clothes when you
wanted to take out your toys.

Last night, in an attempt to ease
some of the quilt and perhaps reduce
the size of the obese envelope, 1
phoned my mother. What did she say?
So good to hear from you? Thanks for
calling? How are things? No. She said

simply, "Why don’t you write?"

Well, this made me think. I remem-

MICHAEL PARKER
Special to Chinese Times Weekly

bered reading the letter a good friend
sent me. It was a reply to a well-over-
due letter 1 sent him. What joy in
receiving a letter, he wrote. A letter is
something that requires a special ef-
fort. It means that for the duration of
the letter-writing, all your attention
was on that person. What remains is a
testiment of your friendship, your con-
cern. Unlike a phone-call (where talk
-- in spite of long-distance charges --
is cheap) a letter has a lasting quality.
How many of us have shoe-boxes filled
with old letters. How often have you
re-read them? Possibly only when you
move or clean out the closet. However,
even on such rare occassions, letters
have recorded your personal history.
Letters from friends or family often
reply to the problems or joys of your
past. You can study your growth
through this archize of your life. Let-
ters you send are like small gifts in
between commercial holidays.

Look at the power of letters
historically. Half of the Bible’s New
Testament is an inspired collection of
letters from Paul the apostle to the
Romans, the Galations, Ephisians etc.
Some of the world’s greatest literature
is a compilation of letters. One of
Chinese author Zhi Mo Chu’s (

) famous books is a
collection of love-letters written to his
distant lover. Many biographies are
compiled from a collection of letters.

Now, I’'m not implying that the sole
reason for letter writing is for
posterity. Nor am I trying to under-
mine B.C. Tel in favour of Canada
Post. I'm merely attempting to
motivate myself to save a dying art
form: letter-writing.

Best regards, Michael.

P.S. Write soon.
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