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1. That a Society be formed in connection with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, through the medium of the City of Toronto 
Auxiliary Bible Society, for the purpose of contributing towards 
the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, without note or comment, 
—the English of the Authorized Version only.

2. That this Society be denominated, 4 The Guelph Branch 
Bible Society.’‘

3. That any Person shall be a Member of this Society upon 
the payment of 2s. 6d. currency, annually, or £1 5s. upon his 
entrance.

4. That the business of this Society shall be conducted by a. 
President. Vice Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and Committee, 
three of the Committee to form a quorum.

5. That every Minister of the Gospel in the Society shall be a 
Member of the Committee.

6. That the whole of the Subscriptions and donations received 
by this Society shall be applied, after deducting Incidental Ex- 
penses, to the purchase of Bibles and Testaments from the Toronto 
Bible Society, to supply this neighborhood ; which copies of tho 
Scriptures the Committee are to sell at Cost Price.—to Members, at 
the reduced price, one-fourth less,—and to furnish gratis to those 
who they know cannot purchase ; and the overplus to be remitted 
half-yearly to the Toronto Bible Society, for the purpose of Trans­
lating the Word of God into the Indian Languages, and supplying 
other Nations with the Word of God.

7. That in the formation of a New .Committee, the President, 
Vice Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and such three fourths of 
the other Members of the Committee as have most frequently at­
tended, shall be eligible for re-election for the ensuing year.

8. That the Quarterly Meetings shall be held on the First 
Thursdays of February, May, August, and November.

9. That the year of the Society’s operations hereafter terminate 
with the month of January in each year,—and that all accountsand 
statements be made up to the 31st of January.

N. B.—This riile has been found necessary to secure uniformity 
and system in the mode of doing business, and it is hoped will meet 
with general approbation. •

RULES AND REGULATIONS
OF THE

Guelph Branch Bible Society.
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ANNUAL MEETING.
, The Annual Meeting of the Guelph Branch of the U. C. Bible 

Society, was held in the Wesleyan Church; on Friday; the 15th 
February. ,

T. Sandilands, Esq., President, in the Chair.
Meeting opened bÿ singing, prayer, and reading the Scriptures.
J. Hough, Esq., Secretary, read a report which stated that 104 

Bibles, and 108 Testaments, had been sold during the year; the 
cash sales amounting to £18 16 —.

The Report was adopted, and the following resolutions were 
subsequently passed, being severally introduced and supported in 
appropriate addresses.

Moved by the Rev. R. Torrance, seconded by the Rev. W. 
Clarke, Agent of the French Missionary Society, that the report 
now read be adopted, and printed under the direction of the Com­
mittee : and the following persons be office bearers for the current
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J. RYAN, 
T. McBRIDE, 
C. HORNING,
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Moved by the Rev. T. Adams, seconded by the Rev. George 
Kennedy, Agent for the Society, and

Resoloed-^ That this meeting would acknowledge with devout 
gratitude to God, the Father of Mercies, the measure of success, 
with which he has favored the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and would hope and earnestly pray that greater spiritual blessings 
may be communicated, and more good effected during the next 
year than has been accomplished in the past.

Moved by the Rev. H. Melville, seconded by the Rev. J. Douse, 
and

Resolved, That recent events in Italy, and the revivals of reli­
gion in this and other countries; opening up new fields for the 
dissemination of divine truth, present a strong call to all true Chris­
tians to engage more energetically than ever in the diffusion of the 
sacred Scriptures, ând this meeting pledges itself to renewed and 
petsevering efforts for the accomplishment of this object.

Moved by the Rev. W. F. Clarke, arid seconded by Mr. Tisdell, 
and

Reaoloed, That since the Scriptures can produce no saving result 
till the Holy Spirit open the eyes of the understanding, and influ­
ence the heart so as to receive the truths which they contain ; this 
méeting recognizes the necessity of praying for the more abundant 
out-pouring of the Spirit in connection with the diffusion of the 
written word.

£40 was appropriated to the Upper Canada Bible Society, and 
$20 to the British and Foreign Bible Society, as free contributions.
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The Twenty-frth Annual Report
Of the Guelph Branch of the Upper Canada Bible Sociehj*

Your Committee, in presenting their Annual Report, would call 
attention to the fact, that the Society whose affairs they have been 
called to manage during the past year, has now been in existence 
fora quarter of a century. What wonderful changes have taken 
place during this period, and how marked the contrast in the aspect 
of the world as a field for Bible circulation, twenty-five years ago, 
and now. No intelligent Christian can survey the varied points in 
this marked contrast, without discerning abundant cause for thank­
fulness to Almighty God, whose providence has so mightily wrought 
with his people in their efforts to spread Divine truth through the 
earth. Events tread so closely on each other’s heels in this age, 
that to give even a bird’s eye view of the chief occurrences of the 
past quarter century, in their bearing on Bible Society operations, 
would make a respectable volume. But, as it is often easier to see, 
after an interval, that a plant or tree has grown, than it is to sat­
isfy one’s-self that it is growing—so it often helps a just appreci- 
ation of a holy enterprise, to view it at two points or periods of its 
history, and note the progress made through intervening years. 
Such a contemplation of the Bible cause as a whole, would be a 
good spiritual prescription for those hypochondriac Christians, who 
for want of observing the wondrous works of God in the Earthy 
are evermore taking despondent and gloomy views of things, in 
their bearing on the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

The past year has been inferior to no preceding one in signs of 
promise and tokens of encouragement. Indeed, the year 1860 will 
ever be memorable, if for no other event, for this, the opening up 
of Italy for the circulation or the Word of God. That interesting 
country, where until recently, priestly tyrannv punished the crav­
ings of souls hungry for the bread of life, with torture and impris­
onment, is now free, and Christian sympathy can minister 
unimpeded to its moral needs. Nowhere had the Bible been more 
rigidly interdicted than in Naples, but no sooner was the dictator­
ship of Garabaldi established, than the interdict was done away, 
and men might be seen standing behind their stalls holding up the 
Book of Books, and exclaiming, "Who will buy the Bible?” In 
Tuscany and Florence, where, a few short months ago, parties 
were imprisoned for having a copy of the Scriptures in their pos-



session, persecution has ceased. In - the language of an earnest 
laborer in that field, “the priest has been removed from the Cus­
tom-House—boxes of Bibles and Evangelical books daily cross 
the frontier, depots have been established, and colporteurs, under 
the sanction of the law, are vending the Bible from caife to caife 
in all the largo towns, as well as from hamlet to hamlet, in the ag­
ricultural districts. Instead of an outburst of infidel sentiment 
attending the present political crisis, its leading characteristic has 
been the desire everywhere manifested to obtain a copy of the Bible, 
and hear the Gospel preached.” In view of such facts, your com­
mittee cannot repress the exclamation, "It is the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes.”

The cheering appearance of things, on the European continent 
generally, is somewhat marred by the persecuting attitude still as- 
sumed by the Spanish Government; which has recently treated two 
men most barbarously, simply for the crime of reading the Word of 
God. It is to be hoped that an effectual remonstrance against 
this outrage has already been sent by the British Government to 
that miserable and decrepid power, as an earnest and influential 
appeal for that purpose has been made to the Foreign Secretary, 
by a large deputation representing the allied Protestantism of 
England.

The noble parent Society of Great Britain shows no symptoms of 
weakness or decay, but on the contrary seems renewing its youth, 
and girding itself for its gloriously expanding work. Its last report 
contains these charming passages : ‘ ‘The prominent characteristic 
by which the Society has been distinguished during this fifty-fifth 
year of its history, is enlargement. The receipts amounting to 
the noble sum of £160,062 tell of enlargement. The issues reach­
ing to more than 1,625,000 copies, tell of enlargement. In fields of 
labor already occupied, there are enlarged demands for the Scrip­
tures. There is enlargement, too, in the opening of countries, 
where'hitherto, little or nothing has been accomplished for the dis­
semination of the Bible.”

An interesting movement has lately commenced in the British 
metropolis, designed to provide “Bibles for the Million.” Its ob­
jects are “the reading aloud of the Word of God in the squares, 
lanes, courts, roads, &c., of the City of London and its suburbs,— 
together with the sale of Bibles at cost price, and the giving away 
printed papers containing small portions of tho Word of God only.
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Il is hoped and believed, that the attentien of many careless ones 
will be arrested, and much good done by this novel agency.

The Upper Canada Bible Society is also pursuing its work vigor­
ously. Its receipts for the year prior to its last Annual Meeting, 
show a very considerable advance on the preceding year, while the 
Report supplies many cheering facts in reference to Bible work in 
this land.

The signs of the times, and the aspect of the cause in which wo 
are engaged, justify a cheerful courage and a large faith, while 
they call on God’s people to redouble their efforts and prayers that 
the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified, until 
it shall become a household book, and a heart treasure all over the 
world.

vj $
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